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Mass Meet for Marine Workers Defense 

New Forces Join Defeuse Committee 

♦ 



A mass meeting with the most repre- 
sentative list of speakers that New York 
has seen in many years will be held at 
Webster Hall, 135 East lltCi St., on 
Thursday. January ?th at 8 P. M. 

The meeting is called under the aus- 
pices of the Marine Workers' Defense 
Committee und will be devoted to an 
all-sided exposure of the New York 
"Dynamite Plot", in which an attempt is 
being made to railroad John G. Soder- 
berg, Secretary of the International Tide- 
water Boatmen's Union, and Thomas 
Bunker and William Trajer, acthe mem- 
ber of the Union, In a typical frame-up 
ease. 

A dozen or more organizations are 
working to support tile meeting and an 
overflow crowd is anticipated. All the 
speakers billed for the meeting are well 
known in the New York labor movement 
and have spoken to New York audiences 
on many occasions. Garter Hudson, a 
( member of the Executive Board of the 
Independent Tidewater Boatmen's Union, 
will preside. The .speakers include, 
James P. Cannon, A. J. Mustc, Ben. Git- 
low, Carlo Tresca, Walter Starett and 
Ben Fletcher. 

New affiliations to the Marine Work- 
ers' Defense Commitee are being re- 
gistered with increasing frequency and 
are rapidly giving to this body the char- 
acter of a broad united front movement. 
The committee which has previously in- 
cluded two Communist groups, anarch- 
ists, I. W. W.'s, the Boatmen's Union 
.and other organizations, seated addi- 
tional delegates at its meeting Monday, 
December 28th. IW. II. Hermann and 
Michael Gordon, presented credentials 
from Carpenter's Union 2000. The City 
organization of the Young People's Soc- 
ialist League was represented by H. Lux- 
emburg. Maurice Goldbloom came from 
the Students Council of the League for 
Industrial Democracy and H. Stone from 
the Marxian Youth Club. The creden- 
tials of all the delegates wore accepted 
and in addition, Walter Starett, former 
editor of the Road to Freedom, was 
seated as a member of the committee. 
The Conference lor Progressive Politi- 
cal Action, which had sent a delegate to a 
previous (meeting to secure information 
about the case and the work of the 
committee, has decided to participate of- 
ficially in the committee and give full 
support to its work. The information of 
this decision was conveyed to 'the com- 



mittee in a letter from A. J. Muste who 
Is also scheduled as one o£ the speakers 
at the mass meeting onj anuary 7th. 

During the past week the work of .the 
sub-committee in charge of the canvass 
of workers' organizations began to bear 
fruit. Herbert Capelis spoke in behalf 
of the committee at the meeting of 
Carpenters Local Union 2080 and the 
meeting voted a donation of twenty-live 
dollars to the defense. Forrest Edwards, 
who Ems been delegated to represent the 
committee at the Conference of the Jew- 
ish Anarchists on Sunday, December 
27th, made an appeal there and secured 
:i collection of $17.40. The sub-commit- 
tee has prepared a letter which will be 
sent out to more than three hundred 
unions and other organizations this week 
appealing for financial and other support 
for the imprisoned marine workers. It 
was also decided to begin u wide circu- 
lar issation of individual addresses in a 
campaign for funds. Lists are being 
collected and prepared for this purpose. 
Following the January 7th mass meet- 
ing, which will mark a new stage in the 
campaign to popularize the cause of the 
frame-up victims, the Defense Commit-^ 
tee plans to proceeed to the calling of 
a broad conference of workers' , organiza- 
tions In behalf of the defense. A de- 
cision to that effect was made at .Mon- 
day's meeting and a sub -committee elect- 
ed to draft a call and work out the pre- 
liminary plans. 

All the activity of the committee has 
been carried on under the banner of the 
united front of labor against the frame- 
up system. The correctness of this pol- 
icy and the effectiveness of the appeal 
for the imprisoned workers-was indicat- 
ed by the response that has already been 
gained. Organizations and groups hav- 
ing the widest differncee on many ques- 
tions of principle and tactics are uniting 
for a common fight for the imprisoned 
marine workers. For the first time in 
y<ars, we see the signs of a genuine 
united front movement taking shape. 
The rank and file workers in all or- 
ganizations that are standing aloof 
should take up the fight for united ac- 
tion A victorious united front struggle 
for Soderberg, Bunker and Trajer will 
give a powerful impetus to working class 
unity against the capitalists on ««"»• 
fronts. 
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Trotsky at Work 

Lecture by 

ALBERT GLOTZEB 

Just Returned From A Five Weeks' 
Stay With Trotsky 



14th 
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The Geneva Disarmament Bluff 

«Disarmament» Conference Will Expose Imperialist 

Rivalries and Aims Against the Soviet Union 



Friday, January 8, 1932 

at 8 I'. M. 

QUESTIONS and DISCUSSION 

ADMISSION: 25 Cents 
Unemployed Workers Admitted Free 

Auspices: New York Branch Communist 
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IN THE NEXT ISSUE 

We have received today an important 
and most timely article from the pen of 
comrade L. D. Trotsky. 
The subject is: 
"FOR A WORKERS UNITED FRONT 

AGAINST FASCISM!" 

"What Constitute The Mistakes of the 

Present Policy of the Communist 

Party of Germany?" 

The entire article will appear in the 

next, January 9th, issue of the Militant, 

No one will want to miss Trotsky's 

penetrating analysis of the significance 

(•f the events in Germany and the next 

tasks of the Communists. 



other 



MARTIAL LAW AT FOOCHOW 
FOOCHOW, Fulken, (Fenpreeor) —In 

this city as throughout China, the mili- 
tary authorities have demonstrated the 
character of their opposition to Japanese 
aggression in Manchuria by suppressing 
every attempt to organize a popular 
anti-imperialist movement. 

The recent arrival at this port of 
four Japanese gunboats was made the 
occasion for a declaration of martial 
law. Ostensibly aimed at preventing dis- 
turbances "likely to be created by the 
Japanese", it is in fact aimed at the 
C h i nese t popu 1 ace . 



The Struggle for Power in Germany 



The center of the political stage in 
bhe present international situation is' 
occupied by Germany. What will trans- 
pire there in the coming six months 
will have a direct and immediate Inilu- 
ence upon the whole development of the 
world revolutionary movement. The 
catastrophic economic and social con- 
ditions, the collapse of the ruling parties 
w-hich are enforcing extra-parliamentary 
measures against the proletariat, the 
revolutionary feelings of the masses ex- 
isting alongside of a menacing growth 
of Fascism have created a direct revolu- 
tionary situation in Germany and raise 
to the foreground the question of the 
struggle for power. 

It is axiomatic for Marxists, that with- 
out the leadership of ,the Communist 
Party, based on a policy of revolution- 
ary struggle, the thought of the seizure 
of power is impossible. It requires in 
the Party, independence, audacity and 
a will to victory. The absence of such 
a condition in the ranks of the Party 
spells defeat for the proletariat. It Is 
precisely this absent condition which 
makes the situation in Germany today 
bo frau-ht with dangers to 'the inter- 
national vorking class. The German 
Communist Party does not understand 
its tasks. It hjts falsely evaluated the 
present state of affairs with the result 
that it pursues & policy that is little 
mort of criminal. 

The Basis For Fascism 
The greatest obstacle in the path of 
the German proletariat Is Fascism. Many 
workers will undoubtedly question : How 
Is it possible that in Germany there 
should be such a huge growth of Fasc- 
ism? 

The defeat of the revolutionary sit- 
uation in 1923 gave rise to the present 
fascist wave. Fascism in Germany, 
composed of the militarists, the petty- 
bourgeoisie, the administrators, office 
workers, degenerated unemployed ele- 
ments (a great part of them youth), 
sections of the working class disgusted 
with the betrayals of social democracy 
and the capitulation of the C. P. G. 
and seeking new ways out of the pre- 
sent difficulties, receives support from 
the industrialists and financiers and to 
an extent from international capital. 
German capitalism remembers only too 
well that in 1923, had the Party pursued 
a correct policy, there would at the 
present time be no capitalism In Ger- 
many. It is with this in mind that she 
prepares herself against a recurrence of 
1923. Fascism receives its strength 
ipom the social crisis and the weakness 
of the proletariat (expressed in Ger- 



many in the failure of Communism to 
unify the working class for the conquest 
of power). The bourgeoisie understands 
the nature of Fascism. "The bourgeoisie 
advances its Fascist shoulder only at the 
moment an Immediate revolutionary 
danger threatens the foundations of the 
regime itself and when the normal or- 
gans of the bourgeois state prove them- 
selves insufficient. In this sense active 
Fascism signifies the condition of civil 
war on the part of capitalist society fac- 
ing the rebelling proletariat. Contrari- 
wise, the bourgeoisie is forced to advance 
its Left, the social democratic, shoulder 
in a period that precedes «he time of 
the civil war, so as to deceive the pro- 
letariat, to pacify and disintegrate it, 
or in a period following upon a serious 
and lasting victory over the proletariat". 
('The Strategy of the World Revolution, 
1,. D. Trotsky, Pioneer Publishers, New 
York, page 35.) 

Fascist Growth And Threats 
But neither the Party nor the Comin- 
tern has understood this. Confused 
themselves, they spread confusion in the 
ranks of their supporters. The lead is 
given by Stalin: "The social democracy 
is an objectively more moderate wing 
of Fascism". Therefore, between the 
Nazi and the social democracy there is 
no difference. Hitler is the more ex- 
treme wing, the social democracy, the 
moderate wing. 

Within the last year the small party 
of Hitler has grown to be the most men- 
acing antagonist of Communism. In the 
provincial elections held to date (Ham- 
burg, Anhalt, Hesse and Suttgart), the 
(fascists haVe won sweeping victories. 
They are moving forward to the seizure 
of governmental Teigns througil "legal" 
means— awaiting the general elections to 
be held In the early part of 1932. But 
Hitler makes no effort to conceal the 
fact that should the moment present It- 
self, the Fascist Party will sweep into 
power through a putsch. The brown 
shirts in the meantime transcend parlia- 
mentary activity. They are carrying on 
violent repeals against the proletariat 
in general, and the Communist Party, 
the trade unions and the Social Democra- 
tic workers in particular. They invade 
proletarian quarters and attack workers 
indiscriminately with weapons. Hitler 
promises that the moment he comes into' 
power he will rid the country of the 
"pest of Marxism". Every effort then 
will be utilized to destroy the revolu- 
tionary working class and the Commun- 
ist movement through sheer physical 
. violence. It appears that the exrjerl- 



ences of Italian fascism siiould afford 
deep lessons for the Comintern and its 
Parties, But evidently this is not so. 
The Capitutationist Policy of the Party 
The German Communist Party ad- 
vances numerous theories regarding the 
Fascist danger— all of them signify 
capitulation, and the surrender of strug- 
gle. The Party first says: There is no 
Fascist danger. That is all an illusion. 
The German working class will never 
stand for the existence of a Fascist dic- 
tatorship. But, if this Is not enough, 
the Party continues: It will be a good 
thing if Fascism comes to power. Such 
a condition would lead to the unification 
of the working class and lay the basis 
for our own seizure of power. In a 
word, this new theory means that before 
the working class can seize power it is 
necessary to go through the school of 
a Fascist dictatorship which lays the 
basis for the proletarian dictatorship. 

In an effort to win the support of the 
working class against Hitler, (he re- 
cently paid a visit to Tyrol for the pur- 
pose of organizing his Fascist legions 
there and also to obtain aid from Mus- 
solini and Italian Fascism), the Rote 
Falme, official organ of the C. P. G. pro- 
tests because Hitler saw fit to appeal to 
Italian Fascism which •destroyed, "our 
language", "our culture", and "our tradi- 
tions" In the Tyrol region. At the "ein- 
heits front" (united front) meetings 
held throughout Berlin with the object 
of organizing "resistance" against Fasc- 
ism, the Party officially invites Fascist 
reporters to participate in the discus- 
sions. We witness the unique spectacle 
of a Party speaker against Fascism and 
a Fascist speaker against Communism, 
speaking from the same rostrum. Left 
Opposition workers present at- those 
meetings, who protest against such an 
arrangement, denounce the Fascist "re- 
porter", and demand the floor them- 
selves, are requested to maintain silence 
or be ejected from the hall by "Red 
Front Fighters". 
For A United Front Against Fascism 
Against a unified German working 
class the Fascists could never take 
power. The proletariat 'can succssfully 
resist and destroy the heterogeneous 
Hitler movement only on the basis of 
a unified resistance. The Party, instead 
of concentrating all its effort* in the 
creation of a genuine united front be- 
tween the Communist and social dem- 
ocratic workers— rejects principally and 
practically this essential policy. Through 
the theories of the "Third Period" and 
(Continued on Page 2) \ 



On February 2, 1932, the Disarmament 
Conference called by the League of Na- 
tions will convene at Geneva. This con- 
ference is to give consideration to the 
limitation of armaments by the various 
[towers. It will devote much talk on 
...e need to "outlaw" war as the means 
employed by nations to solve their 
economic and political differences and 
rivalries. 

So uncertain and cynical are the 
capitalist powers on the .matter of dis- 
armament or even limitation of arma- 
ments, that for a long time there has 
been doubt that the Conference would 
even be held. But it will be, and each 
capitalist nation has or is selecting dele- 
gates who are to lie or to sow illusions 
on the prospects of peace for a war- 
weary world. 

Characteristically enough, President 
Hoover has appointed Charles G. Dawes, 
Ambassador to Great Britain, to be 
chairman of the delegation from the 
United States Government. Dawes is 
one of the outstanding jingos in this 
(Muntry— a noisy war- monger who car- 
ries the appellation of "Hell N' MaVia" 
Dawes, a biter foe of labor and the 
Soviet Union. The American delegation 
will, however, be perfumed with pacifist 
ilowers. among them being Mary Emma 
Wooley, president of Mount Hclyoke 
College. It is the same with the dele- 
gations from other capitalist powers. The 
bearers of pacifist illusions in a world 
armed to the teeth will mingle with the 
gentlemen who "keep their powder dry", 
and the latter will prevail. Arthur 
Henderson of the British Labor Party 
will give the proper touch at Geneva 
through his selection as Chairman of 
the Conference. Thus the militarists, 
pacifists and the labor betrayers will 
make up a trinity of forces who will 
talk loudly against war and militarism, 
come to the conclusion that nothing 
really can be done now about the mat- 
ter—and the capitalist nations will con- 
tinue to strengthen their war depart- 
ments. 

The Cost of Militarism 
Armaments and wars are very expen- 
sive affairs- and no doubt the imperialist 
powers would like to decrease- expendi- 
tures, particularly so, if by lopping off 
some small sums here and there, they 
can satisfy to some extent the demands 
of Che workers and the pet it- bourgeois 
middle classes for a reduction in arma- 
ments and their longing for peace. But 
in all these years of disarmament con- 
fabs, war "outlawry" and pacifist talk, 
the powers, particularly the United 
States, Great Britian, France and Japan 
have been increasing their armament 



expenditures. The following figures, 
compiled by the World Peace Foundation 
from the League of Nations Armaments 
Year Book, give the expenditures for the 
fiscal year of 1930: 
Government Budget Expenditures 



United States 

France 

Great Britain 

ItaV 

Japuu 

Germany 



$ 707,425,000 
400,000,000 
465,235,000 
24S,94O,50O 
236,801,500 
171,923,040 



War to maintain peace between the 
capitalist powers, and periods of peace 
to prepare for war again, are indeed 
costly matturs — and, as always, it is 
the working class that carry the bur- 
dens, shoulder the guns, foot the costs— 
mm then are honored with an 'Unknown 
Soldier's" grave. 

A Fake Disarmament Conference 
And now we are to have another fake 
■'disarmament" conference to lull the 
mass of people throughout the world to 
sleep, into a false security on the possi- 
bility of the maintenance of peace under 
capitalism. The Secretariat o£ the lea- 
gue of Nations has organized live com- 
missions for this conference to deal 
with the laud, sua, air, budgetary and 
political phases of the negotiations. This 
is the same League of Nations that has 
listened to the guns roaring, the cannon 
booming and the airplanes tossing bombs 
on the fields of Machurla — and did noth- 
ing because it could not. The League is 
not the instrument that can solve or even 
diminish the capitalist rivalries. That 
lies in the hands of the international 
proletariat when it awakens to the pro- 
blem and becomes conscious of. its own 
unused power. 

Since the World War there has been 
a growth of pacifist illusions, peace 
societies, declarations of " conscientious 
objectors" that they will not bear arms 
In times of war, etc., etc. All the while 
there has not been ,a day without war 
in some part of the globe : semi -colonial 
and colonial wars for national independ- 
ence, capitalist, warfare (Sino-Jap war in 
Manchuria today), wars of intervention 
. (imperialist ii.lervi::li.:i:s in i'.o-.let ltus- 
sia, Nicaragua, etc.) and, lastly, the in- 
surrection by an oppressed people against 
its rulers. Its highest and best expres- 
sion was reached in the insurrection in 
Bussia which brought the Bolsheviks 
into power and the dictatorship of the 
proletariat into being and by means of 
which t>he historical basis for the final 
elimination of exploitation and war was 
first laid. For with the assumption of 
political power by the working class 
which alone has no exploiting, imoerial- 
ist or ulterior aims to serve, there will 



JAPS USE RUSSIAN WHITE 
GUARDS TO PROVOKE SOVIETS 
HARBIN, MANCHURIA, Nov i. (Fen- 
preeor)— Japanese attempts to provoke 
have been forced out 



captured by the Chinese authorities at a 
small station along the Chinese Eastern 
Railway. Documents and 



letters were 



Trotsky Pamphlet on 

International Situation 

We are about to go to press with a 
new pamphlet by comrade Trotsky. It 
is entitled: GERMANY— THE KEY TO 
THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION- 
SHALL FASCISM REALLY BE VIC- 
TORIOUS? The latest work of the 
leader of the Left Opposition fulfills the 
.most, burning need of the moment for 
the revolutionary movement of the entire 
world. It analyses in clear and distinct 
strokes the problems facing Communism 
and offers the Bolshevik solution to 
them, concentrating particularly on the 
Fascist danger in Germany and the rev- 
olutionary situation in that country. 

This new pamphlet wll be out in two 
weeks. Every worker and Communist 

should read it. It is being printed by 

the Pioneer Publishers, 84 ,East 10th 
St. Order your copy now. The price 
is ten cents for the individual copy and 
seven cents for bundle orders. 



in time be needed neither an oppressive 
or suppressive governmental apparatus 
with its military concomitants, etc. 
The Proposal of the Soviet Union 

These are times to restate fundament- 
als of class struggle on whatever front 
it manifests Itself, An exposure of the 
fake disarmament aims of the capitalist 
iwwettj and proofs that disarmament or 
Iieace are impossible and Utopian under 
capitalism, Is an absolute necessity If 
the proletariat Is to be able to fight ef- 
fectively against capitalist imperialism, 
understand the causes underlying another 
impending world war, and give the rev- 
olutionary answer to the imperialists. 

The Soviet Union long ago showed up 
the hypocrisy of the capitalist nations 
on the issue of war or peace when it 
made a proposal for complete disarma- 
ment of all countries and laid Its pro- 
gram for disarmament and peace on the 
table. The capitalist nations ran from 
this proposal as if from the plague. With 
a single stroke the Soviet Union demon- 
strated that the capitalist nations were 
not seriously interested in the abolition 
of war, but only in such me;tsures as 
would maintain the capitalist system and 
serve to fool the working people on this 
scourge of humanity— -capitalist war. 

Imperialist Rivalries 

This is an epoch when the imperialist 
rivjil.-ies are not lessened, but, on the 
contrary, approach the breaking- point 
and can find solution only in capitalist 
war or proletarian revolution. It Is the 
fear of the latter possibility In an awak- 
ening proletariat that holds off for the 
time being the "solution" of the first, 
capitalist war. Does anyone with half a 
mind seriously doubt that, despite all 
tire clap-trap about the "unity and close 
relations of the En glish- speaking people", 
the contradictions and imperialist rival- 
ry between Great Britain and the Un- 
ited States are sharpened? Or that, not- 
withstanding the visit of the "pacifist" 
■Itamsay MacDonald to the United States, 
the economic basis for warfare between 
nations, with the United States and 
Great Britain as the outstanding rivals, 
has iiit'i eased manifold in the past years? 
Only fools would deny the facts. It is 
one of the great capitalist contradictions 
that is heading the world Into another 
convulsion. 

A United States of Europe or A 
Soviet United States of Europe 
Pacifists and other well-meaning mud- 
die-heads have raised the slogan of a 
United States of Europe as a solution 
to the war danger and other problems 
In Europe. Little or no consideration Is 
given by them to the economic differences 
of the capitalist groupings in each of 
these nations that have caused these 
conflicts and that have no solution on 
the basis of a capitalist program. There 
are treaties and agreements between 
"little ententes", among the Balkan 
States, France and Poland, Germany and 
Austria, etc., but no sooner are these 



the Soviet Union 

into the open this week by the arrest of 

a White Guard named L'shakov, who was Understandings arrived at, then ^ others 



break out— each steps on another's toes. 
It is hoped, therefore, that a federated 
or United States of Europe, a political 



found on the man proving his counec-| agreement on a continental scale, could 
tion with the Japanese military mission reconcile the grievances and differences, 
and proving the reported connivance ( bc-[ But all these agreements and proposals 
tween the Japanese and White Russians are based upon the continuation of the 
with a view to creating disturbances on. S ystem of exploitation, of capitalist rela- 
the Chinese Eastern Railway and other- tions in the individual countries. This Is 
wise provoking the Soviet authorities Jt „ insoluble capitalist contra die Lion. No 
into action | sooner would such a United States of 

Ataman, Semenoff, notorious White'. Europe be formed, then it would already 
HuSau bandit leader, has been closet- begin to disintegrate, to establish rival 
LS„ General Chang Hai-peng, Japan- groupings and-there would be an end 
"rebel" pu'pr,et in Heilungkiang and to the United States of Europe. 



it has been reported that he is planning 
to remobilize his White Russian guer- 
rilla bands to ttage raids 



PROTEST MEETING 

Hear the Facts of the 

New York Dynamite Plot 

Three Members of tht Independent Tide-Water Boatmen's 
tty,,-„„ jw 40 Years In Prison ! 



Union Face 40 Years 



John ' Soderberg, Thomas Bunker a 



nd William Trajer Are Bei"S Framed 



Bmmse They Dared Organise The Harbor Boatmen. 
RALLY TO THEIR DEFENSE! 

ON 

Thursday, January 7, 1932 -at 8 P.M. 

AT 

Webster Hall 

125 East 11th Street 
SPEAKERS: 

J P. Cannon - C. Troca - B. Gitlow - B.Fletcher 

A J. Muste and W. Starrett 

CARTER HUDSON, Chairman 

Admission: FREE Auspices: Marine Workers Defense Committee 
— ■iiiiiwiiiiiin r w mmi mam mwn ■■■imwmr— mnini 



There .can be a United States of Eur- 
ope, but it must take the form, as L. D. 
Trotsky has so brilliantly demonstrated, 
of a SOVIET UNITED STATES OF 
EUROPE. In other words, there most 
first be the elimination of capitalist ex- 
ploitation, of capitalism itself, before 
there can be a solution to its effects — 
militarism and war. The ' abolition of 
customs tariffs and similar barriers 
between nations can have a meaning only 
under such conditions. German- Austrian 
Anschluss, for example, therefore can 
(Continued on page 3) 



CHICAGO 

Open Forum 

Every Sunday, 3 p.m. 

JANUARY 10 By HUGO OEHLER 

ON 

"The Industrial and Financial Conflict 

Reflected In Congress" 

Free Admission 

at 

HALL, 1435 NO. WESTERN AVE. 

Auspices: Chicago Branch, Communist 
I League of America (Opposition). 
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ON THE WORKERS' FRONT 



In the Needle Trades 



Tasks Before the Plenum of the 

Needle Trades Industrial Union 



The Needle Trades Workers Indus- 
trial Union Plenary session of the G. 
K. Ii. h:is been announced tor the first 
week in January. Thi« Plenum wiirtako 
the place (if 1 a convention and will there- 
fore have to consider the work of the 
*whoie period since the last convention. 

What has liie Union to report and 
register as accomplishments for the 
last eighteen mouths? Have -the policies 
adopted at the lust convention been veri- 
fied V To what extent have the resolu- 
tions adopted at the convention been in- 
strumental in the building and streng- 
thening of the Industrial Union? 

Even a superficial glance will point 
to negative results. The last convention 
was held under the banner of the "third 
period". tt'hLs was evidenced in the 
phraseology employed and in the policies 
adopted. The Kight wing controlled un- 
ions were branded as hopeless company- 
unions and the building of Left wing 
opposition, groups in them pronounced— 
futile. The policies proved wrong, to 
the root and disastrous for the Left 
wing. Not growlh and expansion fol- 
lowed the convention, but isolation. 

A Genuine United Front Imperative 

The plenum is confronted at present 
with one basic problem from which all 
the others .follow. The sentiment for 
united front and for one union has be- 
come the outstanding issue of the day. 
The Industrial Union, as well as the re- 
formist unions, cannot any .more dull 
the voice of the workers for unity. The 
future of the Left wing in the trade un- 
ions depends largely upon the correct 
solution of the problem of unity. The 
latest mechanical gesture of the leader- 
ship in going through the motions of un- 
ited front aotion in the Dress Trade, 
and the distorted manner of applying 
united front tactics, as exemplified by 
the Furriers of which the Militant, (Nov. 
24, 15)31) spoke, confronts the Left wing 
with .many new contradictions. The Left 
win- must strive for unity in such a 
way that it will rise in the eyes of the 
workers and gain strength in tiie strug- 
gle with reformism. What the Left 
wing has done up till now is the exact 
opiiosite. 

Unity over the heads of the bureaucra- 
tic officials would he very desirable if it 
were possible — but unfortunately this 
is not the case. 

The slogan of "united front from be- 
low" used aimlessly and mechanically by 
the leadership of the Party and the 
Union disregards all circumstances and 
is therefore not realistic and applicable 
as a weapon against the Kight wing. 

Lovestone For Liquidation 

It in absolutely impermissible to fol- 
low the path of the Lovestone united 
front maneuvers. Here is a group that 
is always ready to stab the Left wing 
in the back: always ready to give the 
benefit of doubt to the Kight wing; al- 
ways ready to plead the case of the 
Right wing and to throw the blame upon 
the Left wing and unites for that pur- 
pose with any shady and unprincipled 
cliques. (Zimmerman's article in the 
Revolutionary Age (12-26-31). 

It is wrong likewise to pursue united 
front tactics as were practiced by the. 



Golds and Wortises under the Lovestone! strike committee and 
Party regime — with SorKin and others 
in (he furriers. 

But it is perfectly in line with Com- 
munist principles for tiie Left wing to 
demand unity from the Kight wing bur- 
eaucrats on the basis oi a struggle 
against the' bootses, to call them to confer- 
ences for this purpose and at the same 
time call >ipon the workers to press the 
issu'e of unity; to send committees to the 
Executive and Joint Hoard, etc. Nor must 
we necessarily demand :i majority at the 
conference as a prerequisite lor trade un- 
ion unity negotiations. As long as we 
are abl„' to brins I lit* message of unity 
before the workers anil to make our 
demands known, we are in a posit. ou to 
expose the Kight wing takers and to 
educate the workers in the class strug- 
gle. In the struggle for unity, in the 
endeavor to build one union, we must 
strive to gain all possible 'concessions 
from the Right wing to assure a fight- 
ing chance for the militant workers. 
What the Lovestone group proposes is 
identical with the proposals made by 
Zarilsky a few years ago to Local 43 
of the Milliner)} — not amalgamation but 
liquidation of the Left wing as an or- 
ganized group. 

Issues of Struggle Must Be l'osed 

The present intolerable conditions of 
the needle trades workers can be im- 
proved only through a united struggle of 
the workers. Because of the division in 
the ranks, the weakness of the Industrial 
Union and the litter ignorance of the 
Party leadership of bow to lead the un- 
ited front movement, — the great need of 
a struggle for better conditions, short- 
er hours, the week work system, etc., is 
being lost sight of. The Left wing has 
as yet not considered uor made mention 
of these issues. 

The great number of Italian, Spanish 
and Negro workers in the dress trade 
requires special atteation and an organi- 
zation campaign, well equipped with lan- 
guage speakers and language literature. 
Thia 1s being abandoned because of the 
organizational weakness of the Left 
wing. Tiie Right wing is not interested 
to impiove their lot. The result is brutal 
exploitation by the bosses. 

The Plenum must deal adequately with 
each branch and with the Union as a 
whole, and lay emphasis where it's due. 
In some branches like the Millinery, for 
instance, the original base is practically 
gone. Here undoubtedly more attention 
must be concentrated on the building of 
a real opposition within the Right wing 
controlled union. 

In the dress industry we are Hearing 
the expiration of the agreements. Again 
we find ourselves in the midst of a great 
deal of confusion and indecision. The 
tactics to be pursued are handled be- 
hind the scenes — the open platform is 
decorated with a lot of name calling, 
denunciations, slander, elc. The dress- 
makers who come to meetings hear a lot 
of monotonous and meaningless speeches, 
hut not a word about the real issue in- 
volved—namely, how to solidify the 
broken ranks; how to build one united 



when we will 
draw up demands. The time is short 
and too much of it is wasted oy ."c 
Stalinist leadership of the Industrial 
Union. 

Opposition Points the Way 

This pre-strike period is very similar 
to the same period of last year, before 
the socalled general strike of the dress- 
makers under the direction of the N 
T. W. I. U. 

The Freiheit writes editorially (Dec. 7, 
1031): -The strike of the Industrial Un- 
ion of a year ago did not accomplish 
much, because in the preparation only 
general and often meaningless propa- 
ganda was made use of and very little 
healthy practical work." This is said 
now by the official organ of the Party 
a year after the strike was lost. It is 
said in a big-hearted way and in the 
name of self-criticism. These writers 
conveniently forget that members of the 
Industrial Union and adherents of the 
Left Opposition were called counter- 
revolution is t« and betrayers for saying 
the same thing at the time of the strike 
discussions in order to avoid a failure 
of the strike. 

The Left Opposition was and remains 
the only consistent fighter in the ranks 
of the Left wing. Our proposals to ef- 
fect a united front for the dressmakers 
strike (Militant, Oct. 24, 1931) should 
be taken as a basis. 

The sooner we get on the job, the 
stronger we will be to undertake a strug- 
gle against the bosses and the Kight wing 
bureaucrats. 

The Plenum has a big job before it— 
Not a policy of one sidedness and the 
calling of names, not mechanical control 
over a small group of blind followers, 
but a free discussion on the matters be- 
fore »s will 'help the Plenum to solve 
the tasks before it.' 'Not victimization of 
Left wingers and Left Oppositionists for 
disagreements with the official policy, 
nor the repulsion of tried devoted work- 
ers from active participation. 

Will the Plenum measure, up to the 
tasks hefore it? 

—SYLVIA BLECKBR. 



In the Workmen's Circle 



The Membership Begins to Awaken 



Sines; the split in the Workmen's Cir- 
cle in 1!>;S0, organized by the Left wing, 
tranquility has reigned there. The Soc- 
ialist Party bureaucrats who are in- 
trenched in the 'Workmen's Circle, and 
more so since most of the militant ele- 
ments split away, expected easy sailing. 
The self -complacent bureaucrats of the 
S. P. school don't seem to have learned 
anything, nor, surely, have they forgotten 
anything. To them the cause of the 
Left wing is just tiie agitation of a few 
trouble-makers and not the product of 
objective conditions. 

But this self -complacency didn't la$^ 
very long. The working class elements 
in the Workmen's Circle, who still pie- 
dominate (contray to the contentions of 
the Staliniios remained for a long 
time after the split, as if in a stupor. 
The organization was being pushed fur- 
ther to the Right by the stupid tactic*: 
of the "third period" (by the way, what 
became of the "third period"?), bj 
which every worker who remained in 
the .Workmen's Circle, or in other mass 
organizations, was called a "social-fasc- 
ist". Such tactics by the Left were only 
grist to the mill of the corrupt clique 
of Kight wingers. 

But the workers in the Workmen's 
Circle did not remain forever in a stupi- 
fied state. In the present period, when 
the foundations of the capitalist struc- 
ture are being ever more undermined, 
the capitalists are driven to vicious at- 
tacks on the standards of living of tha 
workers. Consequently the cleavage be- 
tween the workers' ranks and the bosses 
deepens and widens. Impelled by the 
worsening of his economic conditions, th« 
workers in the Workmen's Circle, es- 
pecially the revolutionary elements 
among them, who would not respond to 
the Stalinist cry to split away from the 
Workmen's Circle, are awakening. 

From occasional rumblings there tin- 
ally resulted a statement by Branch No. 
417, W- C, which was published. In no 
uncertain terms it declared its adherence 
to the revolutionary movement. With 
this definite act, new hopes arose in the 
hearts of many of these workers, and a 
readiness to renew the struggle. 

The Paterson Strike and the W. C. Scabs 

There is no need to tell the readers of 
the Militant that there was a strike of 
silk workers in Paterson, though the 
"wisecracker" Harrison George of 



Daily Worker isn't sure of it. Over 
7,000 workers paticipated in it. Despite 
the misleadership, to which Lorestone 
and Co. contributed their share, tin 
rank and tile led a heroic struggle. The 
strike was lost, and no small share of 
this loss is due to over 200 members of 
the Workmen's Circle who .scabbed dur- 
ing the strike,— against the National 
Textile Workers Cnion (for which act 
the Lovestoneites have excuses) and 
against the United Textile Workers of 
America, affiliated with the A. F. of L. 
The U. T. W. strike received the sup- 
port of the leadership {S. P.ites) of 
the Workmen's Circle, and over 300 
branches of the Workmen's Circle con- 
tributed support to the strikers. 

After the strike was over, a few of 
the more aggressive and militant work- 
ers of Paterson attempted to call on the 
strikers for action against those scabs 
still members of the Workmen's Circle. 
They discovered that many, if not most, 
of the workers sure disheartened and 
browbeaten by these same scabs who 
are co-members with them of their fra- 
ternal organization, the W. C. 

Socialist Party Supports Scab Members 
These workers realized that under 
these conditions it will be a difficult task 
to get .rid of the scabs in the Workmen's 
Circle. They have appealed to the Na- 
tional Executive Committee of the Work- 
men's Circle to dispense with the or- 
dinary rules of procedure because of 
the special conditions in Paterson, point- 
ing out that when and if the workers 
bring chasges against these scabs, the 
latter, small employers, etc. retaliate 
by black-listing them. They have asked 
the appointment of a special committee 
to deal with the scab problem in the 
W. C. of Paterson. The reply was: "We 
must obey the laws of the constitution"." 
But in the struggle against the militants 
and Left wingers they spoke differently. 
"To hell with the constitution" was. the 
slogan then. 

The question will be asked, "What are 
the reasons that the .socialist Party 
leadership of the Workmen's Circle suj>- 
norts scabs?" The Socialist Party lead- 
ership everywhere is losing its hold on 
the workers. True to their breed, they 
follow in the foot-steps of their com- 
rades, Noske, Seheidemann, Keuaudel, 
etc. They have thrown ioff the little 



still retained. Today they fin.] their 
allies in the middle class elements in 
the Workmen's Circle, who have in- 
creased tremendously in numbers dur- 
ing and after the war. These S. P. bur- 
eaucrats cannot divorce themselves from 
these elements, their chief supporters, 
who have become a decisive factor in 
the Workmen's Circle. 

A Movement For A Special Conference 

The Paterson workers seem now to 
have realized this. They know that this 
is not a Paterson affair only. It in- 
volves the very existence of the organi- 
zation, sometimes called the "Red Cross" 
of the Jewish labor movement. The 
Patemm workers, members of the Work- 
men's Circle, have sent out a clarion call 
to rally the broad membership of the 
Workmen's Circle around this strife 
file. So far, the New York District has 
responded, and the resjtonsi- is a very 
eneon raging one. This call was first, 
published in the Jewish Day and. after 
a delay of three weeks, in the Freheit. 
An organization has already been form- 
ed for the purpose of calling a Special 
Conference of the branches <>f New York, 
New Jersey and Connect icul. 

This movement musl be supported by 
every class conscious worker. Tiie is- 
sue is clear-cut, '"The scabs must be 
driven out of the Workmen's Circle!" 
"The leadership that make* it iHtssible 
for scabs to belong to I he Workmen's 
Circle must go!" 

There are great opportunities for the 
Left wing movement, as well, of course, 
as serious dangers. In another article 
1 will deal with various points and the 
role the Party and Communists should 
piny. —J. K. 



THE ECONOMIC MONTH 

The American crisis continues to culminating in the "exchanging tanks" 



the baggage of revolutionary phrases they 



The Struggle For Power 
In Germany 

(Continued from page 1) 
itself from the trade unions, and draws 
itself fu'rther away from the millions of 
social democratic workers. The C. P. 
"Social- Fascism" the Party has isolated 
G. :has aped tiie Fascists in an effort to 
stem their growth. In these efforts it 
has traveled another step away frojn a 
policy of revolutionary struggle and ad- 
opted instead a line of nationalism, 
dragging along with it the demands of 
Hitler. Within the Party a strong wave 
of anli-semitism exists. 

The huge growth of the C. P. G. (its 
membership is now over 200,0(H)> only 
testifies to the revolutionary character 
of the present situation. But the nega- 
tive features of the Party policy, which 
is a negation of struggle and signifies 
a surrender to Fascism, will have dis- 
astrous results for the international 
working class. A victory of Fascism in 
Germany would mean the destruction of 
the Germany Communist Party. It 
would mean the dissolution of the labor 
movement. Once in power, Fascism 
would strengthen and unify its forces. 
It would cause a reaction to the Right 
in other countries. With the destruction 
of the German Communist Party, the 
Comintern would find itself weakened 
tremendously. A Fascist Germany, would 
in a short period of time receive the 
support of the imperialist powers and 
result in a quick attack against the Sov- 
iet Union. 

The Party has as its task to prepare 
the basis for the seizure of power. It 
is an unavoidable task. Tiie struggle 
in Germany is between Fascism and 
Communism. A victory for Fascism is 
a defeat for the international revolution- 
ary movement. The Soviet Union -would 
be in immediate danger of a military 
lttaek of the Imperialist powers. It 



New York Open Forum 

N. Y. FORUM 
On Friday, January 8, 1932, comrade 
Albert Glofzer, member of the National 
Executive Committee of the Communist 
League of America (Opposition), will 
speak on his visit to comrade Trotsky. 
Comrade Glotzer, who has just returned 
from a trip to Europe, spent live weeks 
with Trotsky and has much to relate to 
the American workers. The meeting is 
part of the program of regular" forums 
held by the Left Opposition in .New York. 
The' meeting will be held in the Labor 
Temple, 14th Street and Second Avenue, 
and begins at 8 P. M. 



reach new, depths. Steel production for 
the last weeke of December was at the 
rate of 21'/,. of capacity, the lowest op- 
erating rate since 1921, against '29% at 
the beginning of the month. Undoubted- 
ly there will be some increase during 
January and February in steel produc- 
tion, as there was in the early mouths 
of 1931 as well as 1930, due to some 
accumulation of orders in the automobile 
and other industries, but any such in- 
crease will have little bearing on the 
i in media tie perspectives of the crisis. 

Kail road car loadings have kept on 
decreasing week after week ; in the week 
K'nded Dec. 13 they amountd to 613,001) 
cms, against a weekly average of 740,- 
000 for the year 1931 to date. These fig- 
ures are of special significance because 
of the quickness with which they reflect 
any tendency to recovery out of the 
crisis. 

Automobile production for November 
of 60,000 cars was the lowest reported 
for any month since 3921, and compared 
with an average of 203,000 cars per 
month for the first II months of 1931, 
ami with 136,000 cars for November 
1930. 

Unquestionably the present crisis, In 
proportion to the present development 
of productive facilities in the United 
States, will go down in history as the 
deepest up to the present time, reflecting 
the accumulation and intensification of 



which were so fhorughly exposed by 
Marx and Kneels. 

■ * • • 

The grand bourgeoisie itself is not 
above vising financial .manipulations to 
create the illusion that there is a way 
out of the crisis through other means 
than the class struggle in the field of 
production. The National Credit Corp- 
oration^ commented on previously in tiie 
Militant in connection with the acute 
phase of the banking crisis of Septem- 
ber-October 1931. is being discredited 
even among bankers. 

In a hearing before the Senate sub- 
eommitte on finance and banking. Meivin 
A. Taylor, president of the half-billion- 
dollar First National Hank of Chicago, 
rtiid tlw» X. C. C. would only transfer 
undesirable loans from bank to bank and 
in the end leave the stronger banks hold- 
ing $. r .O0,000,000 worth of wich paper. 
The practical outcome of his criticism 
is — an endorsement of Hoover's pro- 
posed Reconstruction Finance Corpora- 
tion, which would make the government 
put up the money instead of the batiks, 
and incidentally holding the bag. George 
L. Harrison, governor of the New York 
Federal Reserve Bank, said the N. C. C. 
'could not be employed in the general 
situation and had not done as much as 
desired in relieving frozen credit among 
the banks". 

All of which does not 



prevent Mr. 



capitalist contradictions on the economic Hoover from proposing as Point 10 of 



PHILADELPHIA 

MASS MEETING 
PHILADELPHIA— tin SUNDAY JAN- 
UARY 10, 1932, at 8 P. M„ a lecture on 
The Economic Crisis and the Commun- 
ists" will be given by Arne Swabeck. The 
lecture wil be held * OSTROl'OLBK 
HALL, 943 No. FRANKLIN ST. The 
admission is free and edvoryone is invit- 
ed. There will be a period for questions 
and discussion by the audience. The 
meeting is being held under the auspices 
of The Philadelphia Branch, Communist 
League of America (Opposition). 



would be the signal for a reactionary 
turn to the Right on a world scale. 

The international Communist move- 
ment, and in particular the German Com- 
munist Party must block this develop- 
ment. It can do this if its line is re- 
versed. If it realises that the foremost 
task for it is the organization of the 
working class for the revolutionary 
struggle. In this situation the Opposi- 
tion must exert all its energies to force 
a turn in the Party line, and must ac- 
tively project itself into the situation. 
_AT.RF.RT GLOTZfiR. 



field on an unprecedented scale. 
* ♦ • • 
Senator Brook hart has introduced a 
bill to abolish the gold standard, and re- 
place the gold dollar by a new unit 
equivalent to one— three hundred and 
sixty billionth of the national wealth of 
the United States as of July J, 1931. The 
present currency is to be exchanged for 
Treasury notes redeemable in any of tie 
commodities used by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics in computing its index num- 
bers of prices, and the total volume of 
currency in circulation is to be manipul- 
ated on the basis of the 1920 level of 
prices. Senator Shipstead, Farmer- 
La bo rite, wants to issue non-intereet 
bearing Treasury notes having legal ten- 
der to inflate the currency. 

It has been characteristic of the petty 
bourgeois liberal -reformist and agrarian 
movements in this country that- they have 
tried to pick the pockets of the grand 
bourgeoisie through currency manipula- 
tions as a basic tactic rather than fight- 
ing them openly in the political arena. 
Senator Brookhart continues the tradi- 
tions of the Greenhaokers of the '70's, 
the Free-Silver movement of W. J. Bryan, 
Hie 1920-21 agrarian agitation against 
the so-called "Federal Reserve deflation 
conspiracy", etc. If these gentlemen 
need an ideological basis, they will find 
it in the Proudnonist theories of money 



his 12-point program in a statement of 
Dec. 11, "the safeguarding and support 
of the banks through the National Credit 
Corporation, which has already given 
great confidence to bankers an<t extends 
fheir ability to make loans to commerce 
and industry". The Germans have the 
word for it— "unversclmemt." — something 
more than shameless. 

• * * • 
The Bniening government has shot its 
last bolt with the group of emergency 
decrees cutting wages 10%, raising the 
turnover-tax from 85-100 of 1% to 2% 
which tends to raise prices ami (lie eosl 
of living while it hypocritically "orders" 
a 107„ cut in prices, etc. As the bour- 
geois financial press re-marks, the 10% 
wago cut is sure, the 10% cut in prices 
may in practice "result in hardships" 
which will lead to modification. 

W-hile German capitalism thus stren- 
gthens itself internally, it is being 
forced to its knees internationally, in 
its relations with the capitalists of other 
countries. Foreign hank credits continue 
to be withdrawn; the short-term debt, 
which amounted to 4 1-2 billion marks 
on July 31, had been reduced by Oct. 31 
to 3.7 billions, of which the American 
share declined during this period from 
2.1 to 1.8 billions. The Basle commit- 
tee of bankers has had to throw up its 
hands and pass the buck back to the 



govern men us, with the notation that Ger> 
many surely cannot pay reparations by 
July 1, 1932, when the moratorium ex- 
pires. 

The exploitation o£ the German pro- 
letariat which now has to carry on its 
back capitalists of other countries as 
well as its own bourgeoisie is raising 
international contradictions to a still 
hgher level and hastening the relief of 
the accumulating social tension through 
an explosion in the form of war, revolu- 
tion or fascist coufr d'etat. 

One of the expressions of the intensi- 
fication of the crisis in France is the 
growing inability of taxes to cover ex- 
penses ; a point of special importance 
Jo France because the whole stabilization 
since 1927 was predicated on the ability 
of the government to balance its budget. 
For the month of October, 1931, the 
yield of taxes was off 11 million dollars 
from the same month of the preceding 
year ; for the seven months to October, 
the decline was 31 millions! an official 
estimate before the Chamber of Deputies 
is that the ISMS budget will show a de- 
ficit of 240 million dollars. The unstable 
nature of the "equilibrium" of French 
economy, pointed out in a recent article 
in the Militant, will lead to an immense 
pfling-up of contradictions and sharpen- 
ing of the class struggle when French 
capitalism attempts to put through its 
solution of the crisis in Government 
tin a nee— reduced expenses through cut- 
ting the pay of Government employees, 
and attempts to cut wages in industry 
at a time when living costs are adjust- 
ing themselves to the international level. 



Carpenters' Local 
iSupporis Marine Defenes 

When on Dec. 23 a member of the 
Marine Workers Defense Committee 
asked for the" floor at our locai Cnion, 
L. V. 2090, r. B. of C. & ,1. of A. to 
speak in behalf of the three framed up 
Marine Workers in jail, a member of 
the I. W. W. .made a motion that, the 
delegate be granted ten minutes to state 
t.heir case. Immediately Spitxor. a lead- 
ing member of the T. I'. U..L. made an 
amendment, that the time be reduced to 
five minutes. A vole was taken and the 
result was that the speaker was given 
ihe floor for ten minutes. 

The speaker was able in a few min- 
utes to explain the frame up case. lie 
appealed to the membership for iis moral 
as well as financial support, when Fried- 
man, chief leader of fhe T. 1". V. L. 
made a motion tjjat we send ino dele- 
gates to their conference, to find out 
who this committee was. Having fully 
understood this act of sabotage, I made 
an amendment that since the case of 
these prisoners was already somewhat 
neglected and -mainly due to lack of fin- 
ancial support, that we grant them 
twenty-five dollars immediately. My 
amendment was seconded. Again Fried- 
man took the floor and .spoke against 
my amendment. His argument was that 
we should send our delegates to this con- 
ference and then act i» accord with their 
report. They had the whole thing sum- 
med up as follows; Since our meeting, on 
account of the holidays, was held on a 
Wednesday instead on Thursday, there- 
fore we only bad an attendance of a few 
hundred. Friedman thought that they 
would succeed in electing both delegates 
from their group and (hereby the un- 
favorable report would automatically 
follow. But due to their efforts 16 get 
on the committee, when many of us 
knew that they never supported any pro- 
position in our local Cniou except it 
comes from the I. L. D. or the Party), 
my amendment to Friedman's motion car- 
ried by three votes. Then, along with 
one of their supporters 1 was elected 
delegate. 

With such unscrupulous tactics the 
T. V. u. L. intends to build up a Left 
wing movement in a trade union. Not 
even the reactionary Ilnteheson machine 
cares hi place itself in such a position. 
The T. I". V. L. mu'st get wholeheartedly 
behind the Marine Workers Defense and 
help to smash the frame-up. 

— W. II. II. 



The sharpening of the industrial crisis 
and its development to a higher level, 
that of the financial crisis, has been ex- 
emplified by the declaration .by Hungary 
of a moratorium on at least two-thirds 
of its foreign debt of $715,000,000. So 
far if claims to he able to deposit the 
required amounts In Hungarian cur- 
rency, but to be unable to sell this cur- 
rency for gold without breaking down 
its foreign exchange values. The logical 
next step would be the declaration that 
it is unable to accumulate the (10-odd 
millions per year required, even in Hun- 
garian currency. 

Japan too has had to withdraw form- 
ally from the gold standard, after hav- 
ing lost gold consistently ever since the 
attempted stabilization. Yesterday the 
yen broke to about 37 cents, losing 0% 
of its value in one day. and the Tokio 
Stock Exchange has had to be closed 
after a one-day gesture to restore con- 
fidence by reopening. Imperialist wars 
in the declining phase of world capital- 
ism create fresh crises and contradic- 
tions as fast as they solve old ones, but 
the new crises are on a higher plane— 
this is what Japan is illustrating on a 
small scale now, as the European war 
has done since 1918, and as the next 
world-wide war will triumphantly prove.) 

— B. J. F, I 



Prospects for Jewish 
Paper Bright 

The preliminary work for the early 
publication of the Jewinh organ of the 
Communist League of America Topposi- 
tion), Unser Kamf is well under way. 
We are now ready to announce the edit- 
orial board of the paper. It will consist 
of comrades: _M. Lewit, Albert orland, 
and V. Hubinsfein. .Sylvia Blocker has 
been chosen Bu'siness Manager. As yet 
we cannot with certainty announce the 
exact, day of its appearance. We are 
aiming to have Unser Knmf out on the 
fifteenth of January. 

Will we suceed in that? The answer 
to this question lies with our comrades 
and sympathizers throughout fhe coun- 
try. iWe 'have not yet received all the 
payments on the pled sea. 

Bush your contributions immediately, 
so that there may be no delay in the 
appearance of Unser Kamf. 

From the manuscripts we have at 
handd, we can say that the first number 
of Unser Knmf promises to be very rich 
In content. No worker will want to miss 
the first issue — and we are sure— the 
issues following. The only way to as- 
sure yourself of a copy of Unser Kamf 
is to subscribe. For one dollar (Canada 
$1.25) the paper will be mailed to you 
for one year (20 issues). 

Forward all contributions and sub- 
scriptions to: 

UNSER KAMF 
84 East 10th Street 
New York, N. Y. 
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IN THE INTERNATIONAL OF LABOR 

Rerievrs and Nevrs of the Working Class and Revolution ary Morcmcnts 

Stalin and the Chinese Revolution 



Facts and Documents 



(Continued from Previous Issue) 

6. How »i<I The Shanghai Overturn 
Occur? 



Iti this connection we have the extra- 
ordinarily valuable testimony of a wit- 
ness ami particiiiaut, the Stalinite Chit- 
arov, who arrived from China on the' 
eve of the ir.th Congress and who ap- 
peared with his information at I lie Con- 
gress. Tile most, important points of his 
narrative have been deleted by Stalin 
from the Minutes with the consent of 
Chitarov himself; one cannot make the 
truth public if it so crusiiingly proves 
all the accusations or the Opposition 
directed against Stalin.' Let us give the 
Hour to Chitarov (Sixteenth Session of 
the XV Congress of the C. P. S. 1'.. Dec- 
ember 11, V.V11) : 

"The first bloody wound lias heed in- 
dieted upon (lie Chinese Revolution in 
Shanghai by the execution of the Shan- 
ghai workers, April 11-12. 

"1 would like to speak in greater de- 
tail about, tins Shanghai overturn inso- 
far as I know that in our I'ariy iliere is 
HUle known ahout it. In Shanghai then* 
existed for a period of - 1 thiys tiie so- 
called, People's Government, in which 
the Communists had a majority. We 
can therefore say that for 21 days Shan- 
ghai had it Communist government. This 
Communist government, however, mani- 
fested complete inactivity in spile of the 
fact that the overturn by Chiang Kai- 
Shek was expected from day to day, 

"The Commu'nist government, in the 
first place, did not begin fo work for a 
long time tinder the excuse that, on the 
one hand, the bourgeois part of the gov- 
ernment does not want to get to work, 
sabotaging it — and, on the other hand,— 
because the Wuhan government did not 
approve the composition of the Shanghai 
government. From the activity of this 
government Miree decrees are known, 
and one of them, by the way, speaks of 
the preparation of a triumphant recep- 
tion for Chiang Kai-Shek who was ex- 
pected to arrive in Shanghai. 

In Shanghai at this time the relations 
between Mie army and the workers grew 
sharp. It is known, for instance, that 
the army (that is, the Chiang Kai-Shek 
officers — I,. T.) consciously drove the 
workers Into .slaughter. The army for 
a period of several days stood at the 
gates of Shanghai, did not want to en- 
ter Hie city because they knew that the 
workers were battling against the Shan 
Dunfs, and wanted the workers to be 
bled in this struggle. They expected to 
enter later. Afterward the army did en- 
ter Shanghai. But among these soldiers 
there was one division that sympathi'/.ed 
with, the workers— the first, division of 
the Canton army; the commander, Say-O, 
was in disfavor with Chiang Kai-Shek, 
who knew about his sympathies to the 
mass movement, because this Say-O him- 
self came from the ranks. lie was at 
at first the commander of a cempany 
and presently he commanded a division. 

"Say-O came to the comrades in 
Shanghai and told them that there was 
a military overthrow in preparation, 
that Chiang Kai-Shek summoned him to 
headquarters, gave him an extraordinar- 
ily cold reception and that lie, Say-O, 
will not go there any longer because he 
is afraid of a trap. Chiang Kia-Shek 
propsed to Say-O to gel out of the city 
with his division and to go to the front: 
and he, Say-O, proposed to the Central 
Committee of the Communist l'arty to 
agree with him not to sulnordinate him- 
self to the order of Chiang Kai-Shek. 
Be was ready to remain in Shanghai 
and together with the Shanghai workers 
to fight against the military overthrow- 
that was in preparation. To these our 
responsibly leaders of the Chinese Com- 
munist Party, Chen Du Usui included, 
declared that they know about the over- 
turn that is in preparation, but lhat 
they do not want a premature conflict 
with Chiang Kai-Shek and that they pro- 
posed to Say-O that either he goes to 
the front or that he retires, in order to 
prove his loyalty to Chiang Kai-Shek. 
The First Division was let out of Shan- 
ghai, the city was occupied by the Sec- 
ond Division of Iiai-Sung Gee and, two 
days later, the Shanghai workers were 
shot down." 

Why was this truly stirring narrative 
left out of the Minutes (P. ;W)? Because 
it was not at ail a question of the Chi- 
nese Commu'nist Party but of the I'olit 
Bureau vf the Soviet Union. 

On May 2-1, 1!!27. Stalin spoke at the 
Plenum of the I. C. C. I.: 

"The Opposition is dissatisfied because 
the shanghai workers did not enter into 
a decisive battle against the imperialists 
and their myrmidons. But it does not 
understand that the revolution in China 
cannot develop at a fast tempo. It does 
not understand that one cannot take tip 
a decisive struggle under unfavorable 
conditions. The Opposition does not 
understand that not to avoid a de- 
cisive struggle under unfavorable con- 
ditions (when it can be avoided),— 
means to make easier the work of the 
enemies of the revolution ..." 

This section of Stalin's speech is 
titled: "The Mistakes of the Opposition". 
In the Shanghai tragedy Stalin found 



ity the Opposition at that time did not 
yet know the concrete circumstances of 
the situation in Shanghai, that is, it 
did not know how much more favorable 
the situation remained for the workers 
in March and the beginning of April in 
spite of all the mistakes and crimes of 
the leadership of tiie Comintern, liven 
from the consciously concealed story of 
Chitarov it is clear that the situation 
could have been saved even at this time. 
The workers in Shanghai are In jKiwer. 
They are partly armed. There is a com- 
plete possibility of arming them incom- 
parably better. Chiang Kai-Shek's army 
is unreliable. There are parts where 
even the commanding staff is on tiie side 
of the workers. But everything and ev- 
eryone is paralyzed at the top. We must 



not prepare for the decisive struggle 
with Chiang Kai-Shek, hut for a trium- 
phant reception to him. Because Stalin, 
gave his categoric directives from .Mos- 
cow : 'not only to resist his ally, Chiang 
Kai-Shek, but on the contrary, to prove 
loyalty to him. How? Lie down on the 
back and raise all four paws. 

in the May Plenum of the F„ C. C. I. 
Stalin on technical tactical grounds still 
defend this terrific abandonment of 
positions without a struggle, which led 
to the crushing of the proletar- 
iat in the revolution. Half a year la- 
ter, at the XV Congress of the C. I*. S. 
C. Stalin already kept silent. Tee de- 
legates at the Congress extended Chit- 
arov "k time to give him a chance to end 
his narrative which gripped even them. I 
Bivt Stalin found a very simple way outl 
of if. by deleting Chita rov's narrative 
from the Minutes. We publish here this 
truly historic document for the first time. 
Let us note additionally one interest- 
ing circumstance: .While smearing up the 
course of events as much as possible and 
concealing the truly guilty ones, Chitarov 
singles out the responsibility of Chen 
Dif Usui whom, on the contrary, the 
Slalinites until then had defended in 
every way against the Opposition, be- 
cause he had merely carried out their 
directives. But at tins time it was 
already becoming clear that comrade 
Chen l)n Usui would not agree fo play 
the role of a silent scape-goat, that he 
wanted openly to analyze the reasons 
lor this catastrophe. All the hounds of 
the Comintern were let loose upon him, 
not for the mistakes fatal to the revolu- 
tion but because lie did not agree to de- 
ceive the workers ami to lie a cover for 
Stalin. 

1. The Organizers of the "Influx of 
Workers and Pasants Blood" 

The leading organ of the Comintern 
wrote on March IS, 1927, about three- 
weeks prior to the Shanghai overturn: 

"The leadership of the Kuo Min Tang 
is at present ill with a lack of revolu- 
tionary workers anil peasants blood. 
The Chinese Communist Party must aid 
in the influx of this blood, and then the 
situation will radically change." 

What an ominous play of the words. 
The Kuo Min Tang is in "need of work- 
ers and peasants blood". The "aid" was 
rendered in the fullest measure: in 
April May, Chiang Kai-Shek and r Wang 
Chin-Wei received a su'fficient "influx" 
of workers and peasants blood. 

In regard to the Chiang Kai-Shek 
chapter of the Stalinist policy the eight 
Plenum (May, 11127) declared: 

"The R C C. I. assumes that the 
tactic of the block with the national 
bourgeoisie in the already declining 
period of the revolution was absolutely 
correct. As historic justification of this 
tactic even (!) this one northern expedi- 
tion serves. ..." 

And how! 

Here is Stalin in his whole stature. 
The northern expedition, which aecident- 
ly turned out to be an expedition against 
the proletariat, serves as a justification 
of his friendship with Chiang Kai-Shek. 
The E. C. C. 1. has done everything to 
make it impossible to draw the lessons 
of the hlood-bath of Chinese workers. 

8. Stalin Repeats His Experiment 
With the "Left" Kuo Min Tang 

Further on, the following remarkable 
point is left out of Chitarov's speech: 

"After the Shanghai coup, it has be- 
come clear to everyone that a new- 
epoch is beginning in the Chinese Itev- 
olutioii: that the bourgeoisie is retreat- 
ing from the revolution. This was re- 
cognized and immediately so stated. But 
one thing was left out of sight in con- 
nection with this,— that if the bourgeoisie 
retreats from the revolution, the Wuhan 
government did not exert think of leav- 
ing the bourgeoisie. Unfortunately among 
the majority of our comrades this was 
not understood: they had illusions in re- 
spect to tiie Wuhan government. They 
considered the Wuhan government al- 
most an image, a prototype of the dem- 
ocratic dictatorship of the proletariat 
and iieasantry". (The omission is on 
page 33). 

"After the Wuhan overturn it became 
clear that the bourgeoisie is retreating 

This' would be ridiculous if it had not 
sounded tragic. When Chiang Kai-Shek 
slayed the revolution in the face of the 
workers disarmed by Stalin, then the 
penetrating strategists finally "under- 



ing". But having recognized that his 
friend Chiang Kai-Shek is retreating, 
Stalin ordered the Chinese Communists 
to subordinate themselves to that .same 
Wuhan government which, according to 
Chitarov's information at the loth Con- 
gress, "did not even think of leaving the 
bourgeoisie". Unfortunately "our com- 
rades did not understand this". What 
comrades? Borodin, who was hanging 
on to Stalin's telegraph wires? Chitarov 
does not mention any names. The Chi- 
nese Revolution is dear to him, but his 
hide— still dearer. 

However, let us listen to Stalin: 
"Chiang Kai-Shek's coup d't'tat meau»j 
that in south China there will from now 
on be two camps, two governments, two 
armies, two centtrs :The center of the 
revolution in Wuhan and the center of 
the counter-revolution in Nanking." 

Is it .clear where the center of the 
revolution is? In ( Wuha«! 

■'This means that the revolutionary 
Kuo Min Tang in Wuhan, leading a de- 
cisive struggle against militarism and 
imperialism, will in reality hi; transform- 
ed into an organ of the revolutionary- 
democratic dictatorship of the proletar- 
iat and peasantry". . . . 

Now we finally know what the dem- 
ocratic dictatorship of the proletariat 
and peasantry looks like! 

"From this it further follows," Stalin 
continues, "that the policy of close col- 
laboration of the Lefts and the Com- 
munists inside the Kuo Min Tang ac- 
quires a particular force and a particu- 
lar significance at the present stage . . . 
that without such a collaboration the 
victory of the revolution is impossible". 
("1'roldeiBs of the Chinese Revolution", 
pages 125-27). 

Without the collaboration of the coun- 
ter-revolutionary bandits of the "Left" 
Kuu Min Tang, "the victory of the rev- 
olution is impossible!" This is how 
Stalin step after step,— in Canton, in 
Shanghai, in Hankow— assured the vic- 
tory of the revolution. 

9. Against tiie Opposition— For the 
Kuo Min Tang! 

How did the Comintern view the "Left" 
Kuo Min Tang? The VIII Plenum of 
the E. C. C. I| gave a clear answer to 
this question in its struggle against the 
Opposition. 

"The E. C. C. I. rejects with all its 
determination the demand to leave the 
Kuo Min Tang . . - The Kuo Min Tang 
in China is precisely that specific form 
of organization, where the proletariat 
collaborates directly with the petty bour- 
geoisie and iieasantry". 

In this manner the 10. C. C. I. quite 
corectly saw in tiie Kuo Min Tang, the 
realization of the Stalinist idea of the 
"tw-o-cluss workers and peasants party". 

The not-unknown Iiafes, who was at 
first a minister under Petlura* and after- 
ward carried out Stalin'-s directives in 
China, wrote in May, 11127 in the theor- 
etical organ of the C. C. of the Com- 
munist Party of tiie .Soviet Union : 

■■Our Unssian Opposition, as is known, 
also considers it necessary for the Com- 
munists fo leave Hie Kuo Min Tang. 
A consistent defense of this viewpoint 
would lead the adherents of the policy 
to leave the Kuo Min Tang, to the fam- 
ous formula proclaimed by comrade 
Trotsky in 1917: 'Without a Czar, hut 



Wuhan; tiie actual crushing of all the 
peasant unions in the territory of tiie 
national government, etc." 

Here is pictured quite frankly the 
policy of the Chinese Communist Parly, 
the leadership of which actual!} helps 
the "national" bourgeoisie lo crush [he 
people's uprising and lo annihilate the 
best fighters of the proletariat and i>ea- 
santry. 

But the frankness here is treai herons: 
the aboie citation is printed in the min- 
utes after the omission cited above by 
the line of periods. Here is what the 
section concealed by Stalin .-.ays: 

"At that time some responsible com- 
rades, Chinese and non-Chhiese, invent- 
ed the so-called theory of retreat. They 
declared: Tiie reaction is advancing up- 
on us from all sides. We must there- 
fore immediately retreat in order 
to save the possibility of legal work, 
and, if we will retreat, then we will 
save this possibility, but if we will de- 
fend ourselves or attempt to advance, 
then we will lose everything". 

Precisely in those days (end of May 
1927) when the Wuhan ' cotmlei' -revolu- 
tion began to crush the workers anil pea- 
sants in tiie face of the Left Kuo Min 
Tang, Stalin declared at the Plenum of 
the B. C. C. 1. (May 2-i, 1927! : 

"The agrarian revolution is the basis 
and content of the bourgeois democratic 
revolution in China. The Kuo Min Tang 
in Wuhan and the Wuhan government 
are the center of the bourgeois demo- 
cratic revolutionary movement." (page 
154). 

To a written question of a worker, 
why there are no Soviets created in 
Wu'han ; Stalin replied: 

"It is clear that whoever calls, at 
present, for the immediate creation of 
Soviets of workers' deputies in this 
(Wuhan) district, attempts to jump (!) 
over the Kuo Min Tang phase of the 
Chinese revolution, and he risks putting 
the Chinese revolution in a most ditlicoit 
position." 

Biecisely : In a "most ilillicuh" posi- 
tion! On May IS, 1927, in a conversa- 
tion with stu'dents, Stalin declared : 

■IShould Soviets of workers and pea- 
sants deputies, in general, lie created in 
China? Yes, they should, absolutely they 
should. They will have to be created 
after the strengthening of tiie Wuhan 
revolutionary government, lifter the un- 
folding of the agrarian revolution, in 
tiie transformation of the agrarian rev- 
olution, of the bourgeois democratic rev- 
olution into the revolution of the pro- 
letariat." 

In this manner Stalin did not consider 
it permissible to strengthen the position 
of the workers and peasants, through 
Soviets, so long as the positions of the 



The Geneva Disarmament Bluff 



(onlinuci! from page li 
have, under capitalist conditions, only a 
transitory significance. 

Of l he imperialist rivalries and con- 
tradictions in Ihc Near and Far Last, 
we nei-d not comment. They are only all 
too evident. There is need only to cite 
Ihe present war in Manchuria. The 
League of Nations has proved powerless 
there. The Disarmament Conference can 
once again in February "outlaw" war by 
passing another resolution -but Hie -lap 
anese guns will boom and possibly others 
as well. 

The Fundamental Struggle: For 
Capitalism or Communism 

And fast!}, there is the outstanding 
contradiction, the historical contradiction 
between the imperialist powers of the 
world and the Union of Socialist Soviet 
Republics. For this fhe "Disarmament 
Conference" has no solution except war. 
Aral it is this war against the Workers' 
Republic, based upon the fundamental 
contradiction of capitalism and Com- 
munism, 'hat the capitalist powers are 
preparing. There is no answer to the 
existence side by side of a capitalist 
world and a country aiming for the 
a bo! it inn of all forms of capitalist ex- 
ploitation and ideology, except a strug- 
gle between them for -supremacy. That 
can only be by fhe destruction of one 
and the victory of the other on a world 
scale. This economic, social and politi- 
cal contradiction in fhe world today — a 
capitalist world and a Soviet Russia — 
can find no solution, nor even a begin- 
ning of one, in a League of Nations, the 
Kellogg Pact or Disarmament Confer- 
ences. The answer can only be: tiie 
domination of international capitalism 
or inTernational Communism. 

Tiie Soviet Cnion, under the aegis of 
Stalin. Litvinoff. el a!, has most unfor- 
tunately assisted in the sowing of illu- 
sions, of pacifist nonsense, of fraudulent, 
peace talk, by being a signaler to the 
Kellogg Pact, a capitalist instrument 
aimed, in the last analysis, at clipping 
the wings of the Soviet Republic, dis- 
arming and destroying it. The propa- 
gation by the Soviet .Cnion of ihe theory 
of peaceful co-habitation side by side, 
indefinitely, of the Soviet Republic and 
the capitalist world only plays into the 
hands of the bourgeoisie and the mud- 
died pacifists and Confuses the working 
class which must see the problem of 
war and peace as it Class problem. 

Pacifism — A Middle Class Movement 
Pacifist!!, which finds its greatest ex- 
pression and hope in "disarmament con- 



Wuhan government, of the counter-rev- ference 
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labor government',** which for China 
■might have been changed in form: 'with- 
out the militarists, but a labor govern- 
ment'. To such consistent defenders for 
leaving the Kuo Min Tans, we have tio 
occasion to listen". (Proletarian Revolu- 
tion, page 54.) 

The slogan of Shflin-Rafes was: 
"Without the workers, but with Chiang 
Kai-Shek". '-Without the peasants, but 
with Wang Chin-Wei!" "Against the Op- 
position, but for the Kuo Min Taugi". 

10. Stalin Once Again Disarms the 
Chinese Workers and Peasants 

What was the"*policy of the leadership 
during the Wuhan period of the revolu- 
tion v" Let us listen to the Stalinite 
Chitarov on this question. Here is what 
we read in the minutes of the l",th Con- 
gress : 

"What was fhe policy of the C. C. of 
the Communist Party at this time, during 
this whole {'Wuhan) period? The policy 
of tiie C. C. of the Communist Party was 
carried, on under the slogan of retreat 



"I'uder the slogan of retreat"— in the 
revolutionary period, at the moment of 
the highest tensiou of the .revolutionary 
struggle ;the Communist Parly works.and 
under this slogan surrenders one posi 
tion after another without a battle. To 
this surrender of positions belongs: the 
agreement to subordinate all the trade 
unions, all the peasant unions and other 
'revolutionary organizations of the Kuo 
Min Tang ; the refusal of independent ac- 
tion without the permission of the cen- 
tral Committee of the Kuo Min Tang: the 
decision for the voluntary disarming of 
the workers' pickets in Hankow; the dis- 
solution of the pioneer organizations in 



olutionary bourgeois ie, were not stren- 
gthened. 

In reference to the tamous theses of 
Stalin which justified his Wuhan policy, 
the organ of the Russian Meusheviks 
wrote at that time: 

"Hardly much can be objected to in 
the essence of the "line" laid down in 
the theses. As long as possible not to 
leave the Kuo Min Tang and to cling 
to the last to its Left wing and the 
Wu'han government : 'to avoid the de- 
cisive struggle under unfavorable con- 
ditions' ; not. to advance the slogan. 'AH 
Power to tiie Soviets', in order not to 
■give the enemies of the Chinese people a 
new weapon in their handds in the strug- 
gle against the revolution, for the creation 
of legends about the fact that in China 
there is not a national revolution in 
progress, but an artificial transplanting 
of Moscow Soviet ism', — what in reality 
can lie mu/e sensible V ..." ( Socialist iclte 
Vestynih, 1)151, i)-v— page I.) 

On its part the VIII Plenum of Ihe 
E. C. C. I. which was in session at the 
end of May, 1027, that is, nf a time when 
the crushing of the workers and pea- 
sants organizations in- Wu'han had al- 
ready begun, adopted the following de- 
cision : 

"The K. C. C. I. insistently calls Ihe 
attention of the Chinese' Communist 
Party to the necessity of all possible 
measures for the strengthening and de- 
veloping of ail mass organizations of 
workers and peasants . . , within all 
these organizations it is necessary to 
carry on an agitation for the entrance 
into the Kuo Min Tang, transformin 
the latter into a mighty mass organiza- 
tion of the revolutionary petty bourgeois 
democracy and the working class." 

"To enter the Kuo Min Tang" meant 
to voluntarily bring one's head to slaugh- 
ter. The bloody lessen of Shanghai 
passed without a trace. The Commun- 
ist as before were being transformed 
into cattle herders for the party of the 
bourgeois executioners (Kuo Min Tang), 
into suppliers of 'workers and peasants 
iliood" for Wang Tin Wei and Company. 
-L. D. TROTSKY. 



been swelling its forces numerically. In 
all countries pacifist movements have 
grown. Yet the iiaeillst movement is im- 
potent to solve the problem of militarism 
and war. Pacifism represent** the out- 
look of the middle class, the pel ty -bour- 
geoisie: if represents the llower of its 
Idealism. „We find here a diffused econ- 
omic class, declassed elements loo, 
caught between the main classes of soc- 
iety, the capitalist class and the indus- 



trial proletariat, crushed from all direc- 
tions, also. victims of capitalism, militar- 
ism and war. 

Pacifism is the only way in wiiich this 
group finds il possible, with its limited 
consciousness of today, to ovpress its re- 
sentmeul and opposition to capitalist 
warfare. Students, overwhelmingly from 
tiie middle class, make up tlu "mili- 
tant" section of the pacifist movement, 
lint, when all is said and done, when 
tiie war drums begin to throb, they will 
answer the call of "Tommy Atkins" and 
Ihe "doughboy". Until these elements, 
the petit-bourgeois, grusp the class out- 
look, the proletarian concept of the 
causes of war, their movement is doomed 
to sterility. 

"Conscientious objection, ant i- war 
strike, and so on," -ays Lenin, "are just 
stupidities, pitiful and poor-spirited 
dreams of unarmed struggle against the 
armed bourgeoisie, of the ending of 
capitalism without a desperate civil war 
or a scries of wars . . . Away with the 
parsonical, sentimental, absurd dream- 
ing about 'peace at any price'" 

That is why, too. all the post-war lit- 
erature of pacifism, the horrors of war, 
have no lasting impression or genuine 
value for a solution to the war problem. 
Militarism and War: A Class Problem 
* .War and militari-m must be approach- 
ed by Ihe working class from a class 
standpoint. They are class problems. 
War is a manifestation of capitalist soc- 
iety: it. occurs when there is no other 
way our of the impasse of capitalist riv- 
alries or rivalry today between contend- 
ing social systems: capitalist society and 
the Soviet Republic. War remains as 
long as capitalism remains. Armanents, 
navies, armies, airships — all are un- 
avoidable while these class divisions 
and rivalries exist. Capitalist Disarm- 
ament Conferences can do nothing about 
this- except to play Ihe game of the 
capitalists. II is a matter of class strug- 
gle. Capitalist militarism has found in 
the imperialist epoch its class rival — 
the Red Army of the Soviet 1'nion. the 
protector of tiie class interests of the pro- 
letariat in the Soviet In ion and the 
entire world. 

The future lies, not. with pacifism, but 
in a recognition by the working class of 
the world that it must prepare the or- 
ganization of all its forces for Ihe im- 
pending final struggles between the work- 
ers and the capitalists. Not pacifism — 
but class war. Not "national security 
and defense"; not social-patriotism and 
nationalism -- but international solidarity 
and organization of the proletariat. 

The Geneva Conference will settle 
nothing; il has not the power to 
settle anything. Geneva will only serve 
farther to expose the futility of pacifism. 
the impotence of the League of Nations, 
the rapacity of the imixTialist powers, 
their unwillingness to give up any part 
of their spoils. The only thing peace- 
ful at Geneva will be its peaceful waters. 
Otherwise, if will only reveal Ihe im- 
perialist contradictions once again and 
he a warning to the proletariat to be on 
guard. — MA [{TIN ARF.RN. 



Mother Mooney Denounces Gov. Rolph 



mistakes ... of the Opposition. In real- stood" that the bourgeoisie is "retreat- 



* A Ukrainian White Guard general. 

**In reference to this nonsense see L. 
Trotsky. "Tiie Permanent Revolution" 
Pioneer Publishers. New York, page 84, 



IMPRISONED FOR CHALKING 

COMMUNIST SLOGANS 
SHANGHAI, Nov. 20 (Fenprecor) Two 
and one half years in prison for chalk- 
ing Commu'nist slogans on a wall I Such 
was the sentence meted out to yonng Lee 
Kwons-pan in the First District Court 
here. The student claimed he w.-s only 
raeiling the slogans when arrestc.'. but 
police evidence to the contrary was ac- 
cepted by the court which proceeded to 
inflict the outrageous penalty. 

Two printers, Loh Zung-pao and Yu 
Shu-ching were sentenced to six months 
each for "publishing a reactionary paper 
oalled the Shanghai Sin Pao", an anti- 
Nanking organ. 



, Writings from St. Joseph's Hospital, 
Tom Mooney 's .Mother, Mary Mooney, 
sent a letter lo Gov. Rolph reiiuesting 
pardon for her son. Hxeerpts from it 
follow ; 

St. Joseph's Hospital. 
San Francisco, Calif. 
December 13, liKJl 
'■Governor James Rolph. Jr. 
■State Capitol, 
Sacramento, California. 
Dear Governor : 

Sure and I'm sick and in tiie hospital 
or I'd come to see yen myself to talk to 
you about my son. Tom Mooney, so I'm 
writin' you this letter. In all tiiie long 
years since my boy was in prison, I've 
never bothered any Governors, as 1 
thought t'would look like 1 wauled pity 
and I didn't and don't want any now. 
And I want my boy to get a square deal 
like any oilier man and it's up to you 
to give it to him. 

Governor Rolph, I came to this coun- 
try from old Ireland belore you was 
born. I've lived here oven sixly years. 
I raised my children to be honest. Our 
wiioie family was hard-workiif people. 
Tom was lilie oldest child: lie worked 
his head off to help ihe rest of us. His 
father died when Tom was a small boy. 
Ho never in his life did anything that 
wasn't honest. 

Sure, t'was because lie was honest and 
a brave boy and stood up like a man to 
fight for .his own people, Ihe work in* 
people, that they framed on him and 
party near hanged him. Faith, and I'm 
proud of my son because he wouldn't sell 
himself to nobody for money or an easy 
job. That's the way I broti'gbt him up. 
My sou was framed on by the corpor- 
ashuus because he fought for the workin' 
people. They wanted him out of the 
way. Take the main witness in the 
case: Osman. Sure, and I fold the 
scoundrel when he was waikin' out of 
the court after lie swore my boy's life 
away for a few dollars "You're lyin' 
on my boy and tryin' to put the rope 
around his neck. ..." He never 
answered me. but hung his head for 
shame. 

You're the fourth governor since my 

■ boy went to jail and 'his purty black 

hair turned gray. He became an old 



man in jail. Sure and it's the sixteenth 
Christmas he'll lie spendiu' in jail. 

Now il looks like you're usin' my boy 
for a football like all the other governor 
did. You kick him to Mr. Kullivan and 
1 guess he'll kick him back to you. You 
say it'll fake three or four -mouths to 
look over Plie facts. Faith, and it makes 
me old Irish heart sick to hear that old 
blarney. Sure, any .schoolboy could 
know ail Ihe facts in three or four hours. 
And you were mayor when it happened 
and marched in the parade and sure 
should know all flhe facts. 

Three or four months might not be 
long for you, Governor, or for Mr. Sul- 
livan, but it's a long time for me what's 
been waitiu' for over fifteen years and 
for my boy what's had almost sixteen 
years stolen from his life. 

Motherly yours, 
[ Signed! Mrs. Mary Mooney" 



Entertainment 

In New York for 

Young Spartacus 

An Entertainment and Dance for the 
benefit of Young Spartacus, official organ 
of the Youth Section, Communist League 
of America (Opposition), will be held on 
Saturday, January 9th, 1932, beginning at 
8 1\ M., at the headquarters of the 
League, 84 East 10th Street. 

The Youth Committee in charge pro- 
mises a very lively and entertaining 
Musical and other features, as well as 
excellent refreshments have been pro- 
vided. All workers are cordially invited 
to attend the Young Spartacus enter- 
tainment, Saturday, January 9 tit. The 
affair is under the auspices of the New 
York Section of the Communist League 
(Opposition! . 
1J). - B - flAg_g. P. P-3-g.fl.fi.a SlbjUIJULSIJLSLSlSLS 
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EVIDENCE MADE TO ORDER 

Tin: trial of the gangsters, Coll and 
Giordano, on murder charges, which re- 
sulted in the acquittal of the defendants, 
throws a glaring searchlight on "justice" 
us it is administered in .New York. The 
ravii were "positively idenliiicd" as the 
men who lire] the shots in I lie bahy 
killiug last Summer by a witness who 
had heeii on the polit-e payroll lor months 
and kept secluded in a hotel under 
guard. Ureclit, (he police wiine-s, did 
not merely think they might he the 
killers. lie knew it. He was an "eye 
witness" to the shunting, and he swore 
that (.'oil and Giordano were the men 
he saw spraying Imllets i'l'Oin the auto. 
And then, all of a sudden, the prosecu- 
tion's ease went to pieces. ISrccht was 
exposed by t lie deten.se counsel as a 
professional "identilier" and perjurer, a 
thiol', ex-convict and all-around scoundrel 
—a sort ot a ll'iyle. It was. e it'll dis- 
closed that he had "identified" the de- 
fendants some years ago in a similar 
cast; in St. Louis and that on that oc- 
casion, also, his testimony had been dis- 
credited. Following this bomb-shell the 
case collapsed and the court ordered an 
acquittal. 

Victims of the frame-up system of Am- 
erican justice are not always so fortun- 
ate. The police in this case made the 
mistake of picking on real gangsters with 
money and influence. They were able 
to employ competent legal counsel. They 
had the means to linance investigations. 
They owe their acquittal tt> these circum- 
sta rices, if they had been small fry, if 
they hud been friendless men, without 
money or connections, they would be on 
the way to the electric chair already 
without a doubt. 

The police frame up their victims all 
the time as a matter of routine, as a 
habit. We have seen the revelations of 
the Seubury investigation rewarding 
women framed as prostitutes. During 
the Greco-Carillo case a few years ago 
a veteran newspaper man covering the 
(rial remarked: "Half of the fellows who 
j;o out of this court room to prison are 
convicted on fake evidence. K very body 
knows that. If these two men don't go 
up, it will be because they have good 
lawyers and influential friend-;." This is 
the record and the reputation of the 
New York police and prosveutiou system 
among all informed people. If the use 
of perjured evidence and third degree 
intimidation are used systematically in 
ordinary criminal cases day by day, what 
man in his flight w:nses would trust, 
them to deal justly and fairly with de- 
fendants in a labor case? 

The stage was all set for n speedy 
railroading by the time-honored nielh' 
ods in the case of tile indicated marine 
worker-;, Koderberg, Hunker, and Trajer. 
The formal ion of a defense committee 
and the employment of qualified attor- 
neys have introduced a few "'complica- 
tions*' into the game. It is already 
obvious that there is going to be a fight 
and not a one-sided victimization of 
helpless prisoners who have no means 
of defending themselves. They will have 
to lie more careful with their cnoked-up 
perjury nut of fear of another annihil- 
ating exposure. The whole question of 
whether they will have the nerve to go 
through with their brawn frame-up will 
depend on the public interest, in the 
case, and particularly the interest of the 
labor .movement. 

This interest is growing and is being 
organized. Hot not fast enough. If we 
work harrier, if we extend our fight on 
a broader front, it a real movement of 
the working class comes to the support 
of the prisoners, they will be liberated. 
And that will not be a victory for tlit-m 
alone. If. will be a form of protection 
to the labor movement as a whole against 
attempts to disrupt it by I'vnme-ups and 
dynamite plants. To that end we must 
work with all our strength in the time 
that is left before tiie trial. 



principle, livery special language group- 
ing or propaganda expression must be 
built from the very start on this concep- 
tion. It follows from Miis thai all of 
our language, papers, us well as aii other 
propaganda mediums, are organs of a 
single National Committee. The refer- 
ences all our language organs make to 
speciiic problems of the immigrant work- 
ers have to be subordinated entirely and 
directly related to our fundamental prin- 
ciple Hue. 

The right wing of American Commun- 
ism is also having an experience in this 
Held. In the contrast between rhat ex- 
perience and ours can be seen the con- 
trast between a movement that lives 
from day to day, as best it can, and a 
movement that goes by principle. The 
Bevoultioiiary Age complains about its 
Lithuanian twin .Naujoji Oadyne which 
has recently made its lirst appearance. 

'•'There is a distinct tendency to treat 
the struggle of the Lithuanian Opposi- 
tion as if it were an isolated 'LiUiuaniau' 
light. The fundamental political strug- 
gle ... is almost completely neglected 
. . . It does not as much as mention the 
Communist I'arly (Majority tiroup}." 

Well, what do you ex pec i ? Oi course 
they leave aside the big questions and 
devote themselves to the comparatively 
petty '"national" issues to catch the sup- 
port of people with transitory griev- 
ances. The opportunists always do thai. 
The Naujoji Gadyne is only repeating 
the method it learned from the Kevolu 
tioiutry Age. 

Such exhibitions cannot happen in the 
Left Opposition. The Retolutioiiary Age 
also criticized the manifesto of the Com- 
munist League in the Greek language 
but from an opposite standpoint. The 
manifesto, it said, talked too -much about 
the Anglo-llussian Committee and She 
Chinese Revolution, and not enough 
about the so-called -Greek" nuestions. 
We need not worry about such criticism. 
Let us go to the workers in all langu- 
ages with a uniform propaganda on the 
fundamental questions of world import. 
In that way we will build a movement 
among the foreign language speaking 
workers that is ideologically united with 
the Communist League and an integral 
pail of its organisation. If we go ahead 
with this aim we will be armed in ad- 
vance against, most of the difficulties and 
contradictions which hampered the l'arty 
in the past in the foreign language field. 



A Sojourn With Comrade Leon Trotsky 

— Five Weeks in Kadikoy — 



FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROBLEMS 

The appearance of a Greek organ of 
the Left Opposition in America, and the 
projected early publication of a Jewish 
paper, will no doubt extend the propa- 
ganda effectiveness of our movement to 
a considerable extent. At the same, time 
these developments pose before the Com- 
munist League, for the first time in its 
experience as a distinct Organization, 
one of the most dithcull and complicated 
problems — the problem of coordinating 
and centralis 1 .!!!;; a movement which is 
compelled, by the force of circumstances 
in the cou'ntry, to speak in many ton- 
gues. 

Foreign language speaking workers 
constitute an important' — even if not the 
most decisive— section of the American 
proletariat. To carry the message of 
Communism to them and to unite them 
with the native workers in a single 
movement is a task that American Com- 
munism lias stumbled over more than 
once in the past. We ought to learn 
from the costly mistakes of the past 
Party experience in order to avoid them 
in our own work as a faction. 

The problem is political, first of all. 
Organization difficulties, which have in 
the past a.ssnmed tremendous importance, 
fi'ow from the political essence of the 
question. As Marxists wc can tVo no 
other than aim at a centralized movement 
which ■carries an identical message in 
every language, and always acts as an 
organizational unit. Special language 
organizations cannot have an independent 
existence under our banner. The Left 
Opposition has no tfso for autonomous 
language groups. 

The strength of the Left Opposition, in 
all of its manifestations, Is the strength 
of its ideas, its granite foundation of 



WHERE DID THEY LEARN? 

Honor to carpenters' union i/ical 2(I'M. 
of New York. This is the first, union to 
respond to the appeal of the Marine 
Workers Defense Committee and to 
vote a donation for the expenses of its 
work. This action took place at its meet 
ing last Wednesday when a representa- 
tive of the Defense Committee spoke 
before it on the case. 

This act of solidarity was not per- 
formed without an internal struggle. Of 
course nobody flatly opposed the idea of 
helping uiiiou men to defend themselves 
in the capitalist court. Nobody ever 
does. The opposition to the contribution 
expressed itself in the form tif proposals 
to delay, to "investigate", to find out 
more about the facts, and similar fraud- 
ulent devices and subterfuges. And 
whom do you think were the exiionents 
of these worthless and dishonorable 
maneuvers to cheat the imprisoned work- 
ers of the aid that is their due? As the 
news report in another column in this 
issue tells, it was the members of the 
Trade I'nion Cuity League, the revolu 
tiouary trade unionists if you please 
who spoke for this counterfeit caution 
The reactionary elements in the union 
voted with them. An incongruous line- 
up, indeed. 

Militants in the labor movement who 
have served their time on various occas- 
ions in the fight to gain trade union sup 
port, fur persecuted workers have grown 
familiar long ago with the technic of ob- 
struction to this work. Never, or in any 
case hardly ever, do you encounter a 
straight out fight agJiiust the prisoners 
in question. 'Hie impulses of the work 
ei's are always on the side of their per 
seculed brothers; their tendency is to 
resiwmd generously and unquestionably 
to their appeal. The reactionaries know- 
that. That's why they resort io flank 
movements, tricks, traps, maneuvers to 
put off Jind wear out the question. The 
favorite 'maneuver of .all, when I hey are 
taken unawares, is to postpone action 
and "investigate". They are never op- 
l>osed to helping the men in prison. God 
forbid 1 They only want to know more 
about the case. If it comes to trial and 
results in a conviction, before they get 
Ihe necessary information — all the bet. 
ter. 

This, as has been said, is the well 
known strategy of the reactionary bur- 
eaucrats. But here we have "the van- 
guard of the proletariat" resorting to 
this hypocritical shrewdness. Is it not 
time for the trade union militants who 
draw their inspiration from the Com- 
munist Party to stop discrediting them- 
selves in this manner? You cannot vio- 
late all the ethics of labor solidarity and 
then expect to be taken seriously as a 
revolutionist. You cannot light reaction 
with methods and practices borrowed 
from the reactionaries. 

—J. P. C. 



THE NATIONAL TOUR 

The balance of the schedule for the 
National Tour c.f comrade Arue Swabeck 
is as follows: 

P.alance of schedule follows: 

Cleveland, Ohio January 5th 

Youngstown, Ohio January 6th 

Pittsburgh, Pa January 7th 

Philadelphia, Pa January 9, 10. 



Kadikoy is an Anglo- American resident 
suburb of Constantinople, twenty min- 
utes by boat from the 1'era quarter of 
the city and located on the Asiatic side 
of Turkey, where the Ilosphorous flows 
into the Marmora -Sea. At the outskirts 
of tins surburb, in the section called 
Moda, located on the bluffs overlooking 
(lie eastern shores of the Marmora, dot- 
ted here and there with many islands, 
is the home of comrade Leon Trotsky. 

Comrade Trotsky has been living here 
for almost a year — since fhfe lamentable 
tire destroyed his home of exile on the 
island of Prinkipo. The present he:; ■ 
is a simple two-story, wooden-frame 
dwelling, that boasts of no historic pre- 
ocenpants. It is surrounded by a high 
picket fence, reinforced with barbed 
wire. In the garden running about the 
house is the abode where the two police- 
men, the cook and the fishermen live. 
It is here together with his wife, Natalia 
Ivauovna, his daughter's sou, his sec- 
retary comrade Frankel, and a steno- 
grapher, that Trotsky lives and works. 
• * A * 

We arrived at the house early in the 
morning and after making our identity 
known gained admittance into the house. 
In a few moments we found ourselves in 
the workroom face to face with the 
leader of the International Left Opposi- 
tion. Comrade Trotsky pushed aside his 
.manuscripts and greeted us warmly. 
Little lime wa« wasted with formalities. 
We were too eager to question each other. 
We talked for over two hours, drifting 
from subject to subject and then pro- 
ceeded to outline our discussions to 
cover the length of our stay. 

• • • * 

A subject of intense interest to every 
revolutionist, one that came first to our 
iips and which our American readers 
undoubtedly are anxious to learn about 
is the state of comrade Trotsky's health. 
In the past a variety of reports circulated 
regarding the numerous ailments with 
which he was afflicted. When we in- 
quired as to his health comrade Trotsky 
replied: "My two chief ailments are 
malaria and an ulcerated stomach. I 
suffer of these from time to time. The 
condition of my stomach forces me to ad- 
here to a rigid diet and occasionally I 
have been laid low through this illness. 
Regarding my malaria I can add very 
little to what I have already told the 
comrades previously. There is very little 
that can be done for it in Turkey. The 
climate is extremely bad for malaria. 
Particularly. in hot. weather do 1 succumb 
to spells accompanied by terrific fevers 
which forbid me from continuing my 
work. If it were possible to Jive in a 
climate where the heat were not so in- 
tense it would help considerably but, 
as tiling-; look now. I must consider Tur- 
key my home for some time to come. 
.My heart functions well and otherwise 
I feel well. If only for these hvo ail 
incuts I would consider myself a healthy 
man." 

We observed!} 1 particularly, during our 
stay, the enormous energy of comrade 
Trotsky. While we were there he was 
completing the last chapters of the sec- 
ond volume of the "History of the Rus- 
sian Revolution". (The first volume 
will be out in February, published by 
Simon and Khuster Company). Comrade 
Trotsky lives very methodidcally. He 
goes to bed early and rises early. He 
begins to work in the morning and con- 
tinues until he is ready to go to sleep. 
All his energy is directed, toward the 
completion of his present, work. In addi- 
tion to the iiook, Trotsky maintains a 
correspondence with .the leading sections 
of the International Left. Opposition. 
He reads the most important interna- 
tional periodicals of the Comintern, the 
organs of the various parties and the 
capitalist press of the leading countries. 
The only break in this program of im- 
mense work of the leader of the Opposi- 
tion, comrade Trotsky finds in fishing 
occasionally and, on rare moments, to 
hunt. This is the only form of relaxa- 
tion from rhe terrific pat* with which 
lie works. 

• ■ * * * 
America absorbs a great deal of com- 
rade Trotsky's interest. To him the Kn- 
ifed States symbolizes capitalism at the 
height of its development, "This period 
sees America assuming the leadership 
of the capitalist world", he told us. I^e 
continued : "While it is not excluded 
that America can rise out of the present 
crisis and attain its former strength, she 
will have to do this at the expense of 
the rest of the world. The United 
States will turn its attention to the quest 
for a retlivision of the world markets. 
And in this development she will ex- 
hibit her rnthlessness. One of the weak- 
nesses in the present situation Is the 
subjective factor. It is not enough to say 
that statistics point to the impossibility 
for America to rise out of the present 
(1 i men 1 ties. We must not forget that 
from the subjective point of view there 
does not. exist a revolutionary working- 
class to harass America at home. She 
apparently feels free to proceed without 
much protest with wage-cuts on a na- 
tional scale and repressions against the 
Aimer icati working class. 

"Hut in spite of this we have reason 
to be hopeful for the American working- 
class. The effects of the crisis have a 
tremendous influence in shattering their 
bourgeois and petty bourgeois longings, 
which came as a result of the stupendous 
rise of American capitalism during the 
almost uninterrupted growth of industry 
there. But America has passed that 
"golden era". I think that it is correct 
to say that from now on her development 
will be a far more difficult one, made 
at the expensive of the rest of the world 
and in particular through increased per- 
secution of the working class at home. 
It. is nowihere written that the United 
States must be last on the calendar of 



the revolution. The world character of 
economy, plus various combinations, can 
push the United Stales to the upper 
portion of the list. I have sitokeu on 
this same question to the American 
comrades before. The problem, however, 
assumes even more importance now. 

"A greai deal dejieiKls upon the pre- 
parations made by the Communists for 
the struggles of the future. The Com- 
intern heretofore refused to recognize 
the role of American Imperialism and 
only after a criticism by the Opposition 
made a belated turn about, face. But it 
is absolutely necessary for the Commun- 
ist, to roalixe the role of American capi- 
talism, to see its development and pre- 
pare for the fnfureV' 

Jokingly we asked comrade Trotsky 
whether he would like to come to the 
I'niteii States to live. He expressed a 
real desire to be here, but replied: "I 
think it is best to wait until the revolu- 
tion and I trust that you comrades will 
push a little faster to accomplish this." 
« • * * 

Comrade Trotsky is deeply interested 
in the. Youth movement. Repeatedly he 
asked us questions regarding the youth 
in the States. "Have you any. youth in 
the Opposition'"/ "What kind of youth 
activity have you been carrying on?" 
■'What are the possibilities of organizing 
a youth movement supporting the Op- 
position and training, educating and pre- 
paring the cadres of youth for the fu- 
ture?" He expressed himself as fol- 
lows: "It is absolutely necessary that 
Hie Opposition concentrate on winning 
the youth to it.s support. Cnlilce the 
thoroughly corrupted bureaucrats, it is 
quite possible to win large sections of 
the youth to the Opposition. They are 
less corrupted and are more susceptible 
to the ideas of the Left Opposition. Wc 
must concentrate especially upon winning 
them to our banner. They will become 
a tremendous reserve for us. 1 should 
really like to see efforts made in this 
field of work." The steps already taken 
by the National Executive Committee 
in promulgating youth work through the 
issuance of Yenng Spartacus and help, 
ing to create the Youth Clubs will find 
a favorable support from comrade Trot- 
sky. He is especially interested in our 
efforts in this field of work. 

■ * • * 

America is not altogether strange to 
him. He asked about the role of the 
Socialist Party in the present crisis. 
"Does the Socialist. Party take an ac- 
tive part in the struggles of the workers 
in the present crisis? Are they really 
making efforts to build their organiza- 
tion? Do the workers support the anti- 
working class activity of the Ilillqu'its 
and liberal muttering,-; of the Thomases? 
American Socialism has not. changed its 
reformist approach to the problems con- 
fronting the proletariat. It remains a 
constant danger to the working class." 
In connection with the Socialist Party, 
comrade Trotsky asked about the role 
of the" Jewish workers in this country. 
He told us that it was quite possible to 
win their support. Hut for this it would 
be necessary to publish our literature 
in Ihe Jewish language in order to make 
it accessible to them. "Yes, you should 
not neglect the Jewish worker, lie will 
be a great help to you and the American 
comrades should try to attract them lo 
Ihe Opposition and win thorn t.o the sup- 
port of the our ideas." 

* * * * 
Comrade Trotsky takes a deep interest 
in the minutest tasks of the Opposition. 
He asked many questions abonl the 
Militant, which he regards very highly. 
"The Militant must be maintained as a 
weekly at. all costs. It is a powerful 
weapon and no doubt is your strongest 
phase of work". He questioned us re- 
garding its sales, whether it was read 
by the members of the Party, what our 
financial condition is, and numerous 
other questions regarding the existence 
of the Loves tone group and the activ- 
ity of the Party. He often repeated the 
absolute necessity to win the Party mem- 
bers. "They are most important", he 
told us, "and for this you must organ- 
ize your Party factions. They must be 
active bodies, participating in the life ot 
the l'arty. We must not lose sight of 
Ihe fact that we are a Party faction, 
and our luture depends directly upon the 
whole f autre of Communism and the 
Party.' 

■ • * * 

,We found comrade Trotsky in good 
spirits despite th\ extreme hardships of 
his exile. He must write in order to 
live and this In a sense is a handicap 
in that, it does not allow him to con- 
centrate all liis thoughts and energies on 
the International Opposition. We talked 
about life in Turkey, and often its hum- 
orous though tragic sides would come in 
for discussion. The fire. that broke out 
almost a year ago destroyed his library 
and a box of valuable clippings that 
were collected over a period, ot years. 
Comrade Trotsky is planning sr book on 
the International Situation following 
the completion of his present work. It 
was for this that he had been collecting 
material. "When we first arrived, \I 
made inquiries regarding a * library in 
Turkey, which I might be able to use in 
my work. But unfortunately, 1 learned 
that such an institution was not to be 
found in Turkey. After the fire, I sent 
comrade Frankel to the National Univer-. 
sity of Stamboul requesting the use of 
the school library. They wen? anxious 
to help, but found that impossible be- 
cause the university did not have a 
library which I could use. So you see 
that I am really handicapped in this 
sense." 

We learned from the comrades there 



that the tire destroyed almost every 
thing. II broke out late at night and 
before much could be done, it spread 
through the entire bouse. All that was 
saved from the ruins were the archives, 
Lenin's letters and documents. His lib 
rary consisting of 20(K> read and annot- 
ated volumes and clippings were burned. 
The clothes belonging to the entire fam- 
ily were destroyed and $1.~0.(HJ in cash 
was burned. "Put even so," comrade 
Trotsky said smilingly, "it could have 
been very much worse". 

9 * * d 

Comrade Frankel related the following 
incident to us: "Shortly afler the lire we 
engaged a room in a nearby hoitl. All 
■of xis felt dejected and were very 
iinuch disturbed by the irreparable losses 
of the tire — all except comrade Trotsky. 
No -sooner were we settled, when he laid 
his manuscripts out. on the tabic, called 
the stenographer over and began to dic- 
tate chapters of his bonk as the ugh noth- 
ing at. all had happened during the 
night". 

I'pon news of this loss, books were 
sent to Trotsky from different, parts of 
the world. These help to rebuild tht 
library that he lost. Books on economics, 
history, politics and labor movement are 
especially needed and welcomed by him. 
In this article we appeal to our com- 
rades, sympathisers and anybody who 
is interested, to communicate with us in 
regard to rebuilding the library of com- 
rade Trotsky. 

* • > * 

Comrade Trotsky is much troubled by 
the situation In Germany. He regards 
the situation there to be decisive in its 
influence on the whole trend of events 
internationally. "A victory of Fascism 
in Germany would have disatrous ef- 
fects everywhere", he told us. "The 
l'arty does not realise that should Hitler 
come to power he would destroy the 
Party and the Labor movement. Hut 
instead of that it plays with the situa- 
tion in a most criminal manner. It re- 
calls to my mind the i>eriod of li)J3 when 
Brnudler and Company capitulated. Then 
the Party followed behind events instead 
of leading the proletariat in the strug- 
gle for ] lower. From all apiiearances 
the Party is continuing the very same 
course today. The Opposition must do 
all in its power to prevent this attitude 
of the Party from continuing. This is 
one of our chief tasks. We must make 
the Parly realize that its task at pre- 
sent is to organize the working class 
resistance 'to Fascism and prepare for 
the revolutionary struggle."' 

From Germany we went on to a dis- 
cussion on the situation in the Soviet 
I'nion. ,We asked comrade Trotsky just 
what effects the world crisis would have 
on the Soviet Union. Comrade Trotsky 
was of the opinion that "the world crisis 
will have stwere repercussions there. It 
appears now that the five year plan is 
experiencing a number of difficulties 
about which we warned long ago, but 
the relation of economy on a world scale 
lo national economy will cause a crisis 



of the five year plan and only increase 
the economic dilhcuiflcs of I lie proletar- 
ian dictator-shin." Kien now, while 
Stalin and Litvinov speak of the possi- 
bilities of ihe peaceful development side 
by side of Socialism and Capitalism. I lie 
capitalist [lowers only work to make 
matters more difficult for Soviet Kimi- 
oni.v. For the opposition ii means more 
determined efforts than ever. 

"The ciipilulator* find thing, more dif- 
ficult than ever. Tims,, who wera influ- 
enced by the -lop ■.!' Radck and die other 
older comrades, and who -im-eivly fell 
thai, a change was taking place in tin' 
policy of the Parly, found 111. niselvcs 
returned to exile shortly afler I hey were 
taken back into Ihe I'arly. Radck Hie- 
to establish himself in Ihe l'arty by 
conl imiousli denouncing Ihe 1 Imposition 
and rent unciim every principled idea thai 
he c\t<r held. He has become the imwl 
vicious of i hem all. Jln-t of Ihe capi- 
tulatory do not exNt politically. They 
haie sold their ideas for the rigid lo 
return to the Centers lo enjoy ihe exist- 
ence of "marked men". The genuine 
Oppositionists remain steadfast. There 
are many thousands in exile. It K bard 
to cslimate how many. Otliciai figures 
will tel! nothing. Those in exile are 
forced to go Ihrough lerrili,- persecution 
and in spite rf the extremeli ii'iilavorablc 
conditions of work (lack of writing 
materials, lack of books, periodicals, re- 
lations with other Opposition colonies, 
or with the Parly itself i exhibit a fear- 
lessness (Hilt should encourage every 
Oppositionist. There are in exile todiij 
between three and live thousand young 
Oppositionists as well as a few thou- 
sand old Bolsheviks. In the I'arly ranks 
there are currents ol" Oppr.sil innisU ev- 
erywhere. Sialin thinks I Hal by his 
severe repressiens he can si amp out the 
Opi«>silion. Hut he can never do this 
in spite of everything lhat be docs. The 
Opposition live- because, its ideas are 
the Ideas of Marx and Lenin. ISecanse 
Ibeir ideas are Ihe ideas of the October 
Revolution". 

• * * ■* 

It was not easy lo part wh( n I he 
time came to leave. Hut I Here was no 
other choice and we made ready to go. 
The thought canie oflen In us: Whal a 
horrible crime Stalinism has committed 
to Ihe revolutionary movement. The 
exile of comrade Trotsky is a terrible 
blow to the Russian If evolution and to 
the Com munis) In! er national. Trotsky 
in Turkey is Trotsky endangered. The 
nest of white-guardisls in Const ant inople 
and in the Balkan countries always loom 
up as a constant threat to -the life of 
our leader. The great handicaps in the 
work, liis health made more aggravated 
in this country, his general separation 
from the centers of the movement, ai'e 
not easy to overcome. Comrade Trot- 
sky keeps on fighting. The greatest 
tribttle to him is to build the Interna- 
tional I-rf'ft Opposition and to carry on 
the historic fight against Stalinism — lhat 
virus which has brought these conditions 
upon the Communist movement— and 
thereby to regenerate the International 
Communist movement for ihe compiest 
of proletarian uower. 

■ -ALHilltT GUlTZF.i;. 



Successful Banquet For 

Press Held in Mpls. 

MINNEAPOLIS— The first of a series 
of events, which marked comrade Swa- 
beck's visit to Minneapolis, the banquet 
held for the benefit of the Militant and 
the forthcoming Jewish organ. L'nser 
tyamf was held on Saturday, December 
26 and was unanimously considered a 
success. After an excellent dinner of 
over -",0 comrades and I.«ft wingers, com- 
rade Carl Cowl, the chairman, gave 
greetings in the name of the Left Opposi- 
tion and then introduced comrades Carl 
Skoglund and Vincent Dunne who made 
appropriate remarks befitting the occas- 
ion. Alpert reudered some vi lin selec- 
tions, and then comrade Miles Dunne 
favored the audiences with a few mono- 
logues. Comrade Avriu next read Trot- 
sky's farewell remarks upon Ixmiu's 
death. ."Farewell, Ilyitch!" and then de- 
livered a speech on Lenin. Comrade 
Arne Swabeck then spoke on the tasks 
and duties of the Communist movement 
Lnd dealt particularly with our press. 
!n response ever SflO.OO in cash and 
pledges was collected, as well as a num- 
ber of subscriptions to the Jewish paper. 
I 'user Kanipf. 

The cash contributions w.:re as fol- 
lows: Vincent Dunne, $I0.M: Carl Skog- 
lund, Louis Hoseland, S. Zalmanoff, Lad- 
ies Auxiliary of the I. W. C. and L. — ( 
each $.->.0O: Hoberman — $l.ii(i: comrades. 
Averbach, Malinsky, Chas. Johnson, Luc- 
atsky. J. Schwartz, Pat Rogers, Frank 
O laser, lirant Dunne, Miles Dunne. Carl 
Cowl, Avrin, Fanny Barach, I.essin, M. 
Schwartz,, Mogilehsky, Lubil.sseh— $1.00 
each ; Clem Forsen Bertha Saner and 
others— fift cents each. 

The Committee Is grateful to all 
those comrades who worked to make 
the banquet for the Left Opposition a 
success, 
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DEBATE IN MINNEAPOLIS 

"Resolved that COMMUNISM CAN 
EMANCIPATE THE WORKING CLASS" 
Affirmative: V. R. Dunne, representing 
Communist League of America 
( Opposition. ) 
Negative: Jean Spielman, representa- 
tive of the A. F. of L. I'rint- 
ing'-rrades. 
Time: SUNDA^sJANUARV 3rd, 1932 
at 3 P. ». 
Place: WORKERS OPEN FORUM 
HALL, 1530 EAST FRANKLIN, 
(corner of Bloom i ngton ) . 
Questions and Answers From the Floor 
Admission: FREE 



Among the lecture 
coming weeks at Ihe 
are the following: 

All meetings, unless otherwise men 
fioned are af 3 P. M.: 

Sunday, January 10, 1933: "Tom 
Mooney and Ore American Frame-l'u 

System;" Speaker: Carl Cowl. 

Sunday, January 17, 1(133: "Imperial- 
Ism; What Next?. Speaker: Vincent It. 
Dunne. 

Sunday, January 21. 1932: DEBATE: 
"Serial is m versus Communism". Sjieak- 
ers: O. P. Victorian, representing the 
Socialist Party against Carl Cowl 
representing Communist League of Am- 
erica (Opposition >. 

Sunday, January 31, 1932: ''The Pro- 
posed Railroad Wage Reductions" 
Speaker: C. it. Ilctllnnd. 

AH these lectures and debates will be 
held at the Workers Open Forum, l.'iSd 
Kast Franklin Ave., Minneapolis Minn., 

The Admission is free. 

EXPIRATION OF Sl/BSCRIPTION 

If the number of your wrapper is 97 
or under, your subscription has expired. 
To ensure that you do nol miss a single 
issue of The Militant, send in your re- 
newal immediately to The. Militant. Hi 
Kast 10th St., New York, X. Y. 
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Oor Martyrs 

Liebknecht and Luxemburg 



On January 15th 1019, the leaders of 
the revolutionary German working class, 

Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht, 
were murdered in the streets of Berlin. 
The ruling class of Germany, fearing 
these two heroic and dauntless fighters. 
Iheir ability to mobilize tin; proletariat 
for the proletarian dictatorship and soc- 
ialism, called upon the lackeys of the 
capitalist class, the social democrats, 
Noslcc, Schtedeman, Bbert, to stem the 
Tevolutionary tide, to murder iN out- 
standing leaders and fighters. The offi- 
cial social democracy carried out these 
instructions; murdered Liebknecht and 
Luxemburg, destroyed the Spartacus 
.movement. For the time being it saved 
Germany — for wage slavery and exploita- 
tion. Luxemburg and Liebknecht re- 
main the symbol of proletarian struggle 
for emancipation ; the German and inter- 
national social democracy continue as 
the active henchmen of capitalism. 

Both Rosa and Karl had, long before 
1919, fought the treacherous policies of 
tile social democracy within the official 
movement. Luxemburg took tip the 
struggle against both the revisionism 
and opportunism of Bernstein, David, 
Legien, and Noske, and the academic 
centrism of Karl Kautsky. Previous to 
this she had been active in the Polish 
movement where she fought tooth and 
nail against the nationalist position of 
the leaders. Closely in contact with the 
Russian social democracy she followed 
the revolution of 1905 with the greatest 
interest. She recognized the importance 
of the leading role of the proletariat, in 
the democratic revolution. She wrote a 
brochure in whioh She drew some les- 
sons on .mass political strikes, trade 
unions, relations between trade unions 
and for the German party and interna- 
tional working class from the Russian 
events. 

Luxemburg not only popularised the 
writings of Marx, especially on economics 
but wrote a theoretical work which at- 
tempts to apply the economic laws dis- 
covered by Marx to the stage of the im- 
perialist capitalism ("Accumulation of 
Capital" ) . Her knowledge and treat- 
ment of Marxism, not as a dogma but a 
revolutionary method of penetrating, 
knowing and transforming social reality, 
made Rosa one of the few original think- 
ers the revolutionary movement has pro- 
duced since Marx and Engels, She ac- 
tively participated in all phases of the 
social -democratic movement, women's 
work, practical politics, theoretical .dis- 
cussions, anti-militarist and youth work. 

It was in the latter two fields that 
she worked arm in 'arm with Karl Lieb- 
knecht. Both stressed the importance 
of work within the armed forces— a pro- 
posal which sounded Blanquist to the 
pacifist and ifltra- legalistic social dem- 
.oeratic leaders. Karl and Rosa fought 
for the organization of special youth 
leagues which would attract young work- 
ers and students to the socialist move- 
ment, educate them in Marxism, strug- 
gle against capitalist militarism. Lieh- 
kuecht in "Militarism and A nti- Militar- 
ism" analyzed the class nature of pre- 
sent day militarism showing its two- 
fold character: against the enemy capi- 
talist nation and colonial peoples ; to sup- 
press the working class at home. Lux- 
emburg exposed the sham and hypocricy 
of the proposals for disarmament and 
pacifism under capitalism, and castigated 
them as "pacifist Utopias". The activity 
of Rosa and Karl prepared them tor the 
war period role. 

The coming of the .World {War, which 
like all deep social crises poses (he ques- 
tions of class struggle sharply, found 
social democratic opportunism develop 
logically Into social chauvinism, social 
imperialism. The policy of class colla- 
boration during peace tima led to sup- 
port of the bourgeoisie during the war. 
On the other hand, the advocacy of class 
struggle, a relentless ftgJit against 
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explaining in a scientific maimer the 
reasons for the degneration of the official 
social democratic movement, for its war 
position and the road the Marxists should 
take. 

When the Russian workers overt hew 
capitalism and established a proletarian 
dictatorship, Liebknecht and Luxemburg 
unhesitatingly supported the Bolshevik 
Revolution, Rosa, while t'ri'iicizing some 
of the policies of the Bolsheviks, stressed 
(in contrast to Kautsky) that they were 
in the main conditioned on factors inde- 
pendent of their (the Bolsheviks) will 
and on that bases were justified. 

The German revolution of 1918 re- 
leased Luxemburg and Liebknecht from 
prison. The Spartacus Bund, which had 
been part of <he Independent Social Dem- 
ocratic Party (the Centrist party of 
Kautsky. Hllferding, etc.) withdrew and 
on December 31, 1919 fpunded the Com- 
munist Party ot German ( Spartacus 
Bund). The questions ot armed insur- 
rection, barricade fighting, the proletarian 
dictatorship and socialism, in a iword, 
precisely those matters which put horror 
and fear in the hearts of the capitalists 
and bheir labor lieutenants, were illumin- 
ated with a lucidity which only a bril- 
iant Marxian like Rosa Luxemburg could 
use. Not fearing to struggle against the 
stream though only a handful, Rosa and 
her Spartaean omrades, with faith In 
the working masses, intra nsigeant in 
their Marxist principles, with a heroic 
will to struggle for socialism, launched 
the organization which will lead the Ger- 
man proletariat to power. 

The German Communist Party was 
founded at a time when street lighting 
took place in Berlin. In a few days, 
on January 15th, 1919, Luxemburg and 
Liebknecht were arrested and shameful- 
ly murdered by tihe social democratic 
henchmen -of the German bourgeoisie. A 
.short time later, Leo' Jogisches was 
brutally killed while in prison. The 
traitorous social democracy established 
"order" in Germany. But "order 
'"peace", "stabilization", cannot he per- 
manently established under capitalism. 
■The class struggle leads inevitably to 
revolution as shown by Germany today. 
• • * * 
The Left Opposition considers itself 
the rightful inheritors of the traditions 
of Liebknecht and Luxemburg. Rosa 
more than once was at logger-heads with 
Lenin and the Bolsheviks. She undoubt- 
edly .made mistakes. But in spite of 
this she remains one of the few Marx- 
ist leaders of our times. Her works 
are almost unknown to the American 
comrades; most of tier critics have never 
studied them. It is the task of the Left 
Opposition to publish and make known 
the writings of Luxemburg so that we 
will not only be able to judge wherein 
she erred, but learn a great deal from 
one of the jnost brilliant Marxist teach- 
ers. 

—JOSEPH CARTER. 



Revolutionary Currents in 
Spain Today 

Lecture by 
MAX SHACHTMAN 

Just Returned From A Four Weeks* 
Stay In Spain. 

at the 
Labor Temple 

14th Street and Second Avenue 

Friday January 15, 1932 

at 8 P. M. 

QUESTIONS and DISCUSSION 
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Japanese-American Conflict 

The Recent Manchurian Incident as a Factor in World Politics 



Outstanding in last week's news is the 
diplomatic incident around the American 
consul, Culver B. Chamberlin, in Man- 
churia. Many versions of the story l|tve 
appeared in the press. There are al- 
ready "official" Japanese versions and 
"official" American versions. Develop- 
ments are not moving with the speed 
■haracteristio of such incidents, it is 
true. The cloud-burst following Sara- 
jevo was much more prompt. But that 
is not at all sufficient reason to inter- 
pret the slowness of procure >f tne 
vulgar and watered manner of the Stal- 
inists, who attribute it solely to the 
imperialists' anxiety not to spoil the 
solid (?) tront against the Soviet Un- 
ion. For the Stalinists, the internal 
contra dictions of imperialism constitute 
just one more hollow phrase with which 
to adorn a "thesis" or a manifesto, noth- 
ing more. 

Bverv serious observer, every serious 



revolutionist could not help but see the 
growing dissatisfaction of the Western 
capitalist brigands with the Japanese in- 
vasion of Manchuria. In a world eco- 
nomic crisis like the present, gripping 
industry as tightly as it does, every scrap 
of market is the subject of the greatest 
avarice and envy for every one of the 
robber states. All the more so, when it 
concerns so promising and «o valuable 
a market as China. It would be rank 
stupidity to assume tor even a minute, 
that the United States, Great Britain 
and the others would so readily cede 
such a treasure to the Nipponese. On 
the contrary, a revolutionist, a disciple 
of Lenin cannot doubt at all that con- 
flicts of a high order among the Imper- 
ialist powers are bound to result. The 
tempo in which these conflicts are sharp- 
ened and the forms that they take on 
are controlled by other factors in the 
world situation, with which we shall deal 



SUBSCRIBE TO 
YOUNG SPARTACUS 



The Hat propoasl for trade with the 
Soviet Union made by Mr. Rainey, Dem- 
ocratic leader of the House of Represen- 
tatives, in a speech delivered over the 
radio for the National Broadcasting Com- 
pany last Monday, brings one more pro- 
minent capitalist politician into the 
column of those who have already ad- 
vanced the idea before. In this program- 
matic speech, widely reproduced in the 
press, which Is intended as a «emi-official 
indictment of the Hoover regime and as 
the plan of action of the Democratic 
House majority for "solving the crisis", 
Rainey advocates large-scale trade with 
the Soviet Union which, he adds, con- 
stiutes one of the world's largest un- 
tapped markets at the present time, and 
particularly necessary for the United 
States with the present state of its in- 
dustry. 

Further indications of the trend of 
capitalist opinion are contained in a 
speech delivered in the house by another 
Democratic politician. William SirovioD, 
who recently returned from a visit to 
the Soviet Union, but also the diplomatic 
recognition of the country by the United 
States as a solid preliminary to such 
trade. 

It is clear that the thoroughly bewild- 
ered American bourgeoisie, rendered de- 
sperate by the deepening of the crisis 
and the growing discontentment of the 
working class, and somewhat flabber- 
gjtsted by the fact that all the nostrums 
hitherto invoked by the bourgeois states- 



at best, it can and will serve as a slight 
amelioration of its crippled industries, 
which only a complete and radical change 
of ownership can rehabilitate for the 
purpose of social production and distri- 
bution. But with the misery of the mil- 
lions of unemployed in this country be- 
coming more acute every day, the de- 
velopment of extensive trade relations 
with the Soviet Union would undoubtedly 
prove of great value. Factories now 
shut down would have the opportunity 
of resuming production and would re- 
employ tens and 'perhaps hundreds of 
thousands of those now tramping the 
streets in the vain hunt for work. More 
than that: the difficulties in the Soviet 
Union itself would be considerably ame- 
liorated if tlie American workers could 
compel the United States to dvauce a 
billion dollar credit to the workers' rep- 
ublic for the purchase of machinery and 
other instruments of production. In any 
case, a well -conceived and organized na- 
tional campaign for this purpose would 
make concrete and alive the feeling of 
international solidarity of the American 
workers and a sentiment of intimate 
connection between their struggle against 
the misery of unemployment and the 
Russian workers' job of building the new 
society. 

Unfortunately, the campaign for cre- 
dits, recognition and trade hits hitherto 
been confined almost completely t<> a cer- 
tain capitalist statesmen and politicians 
who have taken up this popular issue and 



men and economists for the solution of capitalized upon it for themselves. The 
the difficulties have failed, is even begin- 1 Communist movement has religiously 
ning to orient itself— at least in certain I avoided the issue, or even condemned the 
quartern— towards the Bolshevik devil 
in the hope of finding some way out. 
That trade with the Soviet Union, no 



Capitalist Politicians Favor Russian Credits; Stalinists Mark Time 

conflict to She reactionary, Utopian theory 
that the Soviet Union has all the neces- 
sary economic and political pre- requisites 
for the complete construction of a soc- 
ialist society by itself— without the aid 
of the rest of the world. How pernici- 
ous a theory this proves to be in prac- 
tise is eloquently demonstrated by the 
present instance. 

However, under the pressure of our 
criticism and of the growing demands 
of the situation itself, the 'Stalinists have 
begun to mutter and mumbie a few ob- 
scure words about the need for credits 
and trade to the Soviet Union in connec- 
tion with unemployment. Hut so far, it 
has remained largely upon paper, filed 
away for the records. No real national 
campaign, appropriate to the tremendous 
importance of the question, has yet been 
undertaken. The Opposition's point of 
view, you see, must not be confirmed, 
for how can the "counter-revolutionary 
Trotskyists" be permitted to show that 
they saw more clearly and more correct- 
ly and more in time, how to rally work- 
ers for the <"iuse of the Soviet Union? 
We, for our part, are not in the fdi^htesl 
concerned about the vulgar question of 
"credit" for revolutionary ideas, which 
seems to keep the Stalinist functionaries 
awake nights. What we do iind it im- 
perative to ask is this: Is the reactionary 
obstinacy of the Stalinist .machine to 
continue to stand in the way of this cam- 
paign at a time when it is not only 
highly essentia! hut when bourgeois de- 
magogues are hypocritically waving 
around a slogan which properly belongs 
to the revolutionary movement? 

Or perhaps the Stalinists want no mass 
campaign of agitation and action on this 
issue in the hope that if no "stir" is 
made about this burning working class 
question. Stalin will be able to achieve 
the same aim by polite negotiations be- 



,matter on how large a scale, will not 
solve the convulsive contradictions in- 
herent in the capitalist system, is of 
course incontestable. For the bourgeoisie. 



campaign for it as "social fascism" or 
something closely akin to it. The reasons 
for it are two-fold: the slogan was first 
raised by the Left Opposition, and the 
Stalinist sages feel mortified at having to 
adopt it now, and secondly, the idea 
embraced in the slogan stands in direct n ; m i f ne scenes. 



The Impending Danger of Fascism in Germany 



At the present moment Germany is 
going through one of those great his- 
toric hours upon which the fate of the 
German people, the fate of Europe and in 
an important measure, the fate of all of 
humanity will depend for decades. If you 
place a ball on top of a pyramid the 
slightest impact can cause it to roil 
down either to the Left or to the Right. 
That is the situation approaching with 
every hour in Germany today. There 
are forces who' would like the ball to 
roll down towards the Right and break 
the back of the warning class. There 
are forces who would like the ball to re- 
main at the top. That is a Utopia. The 
thVcapitalist class during "peace" time, ball cannot remain at the top of the 
found Liebknecht and Luxemburg during pyramid. The Communists 



as prior to the war in the vanguard of 
the proletariat struggling against the 
capitalist conflagration and for proletar- 
ian revolution. 

Luxemburg and Liebknecht aided by 
such fighters as Jogisches, Mebring, Lev- 
ine, organized the Spartacus Bund, un- 
fuYled the banner of revolutionary Marx- 
ism and proclaimed the struggle against 
the war, the social democrats, the main- 
stay of capitalist!, and for socialism, 
Karl hurled the defiant voice of the mili- 
tant working class in the Reichstag when 
voting against war credits; in the Kais- 
er's army he agitated the soldiers for 
socialism ; in the streets of Berlin at 
the height of the war In May 191(5. he 
echoed the class interests of the German 
proletariat. For these actions Liebknecht 
was arrested and thrown Into jail. 

Luxemburg had also been incarcerated 
by the Kaiser's government; the other 
Spartacans were issuing illegal literature 
and conducting other forms of propa- 
ganda under the 'able leadership of Leo 
Jogisches. Rosa, while in prison, wrote 
her now famous brochure on "The 
Crises in the German Social Democracy'' 



want the 
bull to roll down towurd the Left and 
to break the back of capitalism. But it 
is not enough to want, one must know 
how. Let us calmly reflect once more: 
Is the policy carried on at present by 
the Central Committee of the Commun- 
ist Tarty of Germany correct or incor- 
rect? 

What does Hitler Want? 
The Fascists are growing very rapid- 
ly. The Communists are also growing 
but much more slowly. The growth at 
the extreme poles shows that the ball 
cannot maintain itself at the top of the 
pyramid. The rapid growth of the Fasc- 
ists signifies the danger that the ball may 
roll down toward the Right. Therein 
lies an enormous danger. 

Hitler emphasizes that he is against 
a coup d/etat. In order to strangle dem- 
ocracy once and for all, he is willing 
to achieve power no differently, so to 
speak, than by the democratic road. Can 
we seriously believe this? 

Of course, if the Fascists could figure 
on obtaining an absolute majority of the 
votes at the next elections In a peaceful 
way, then they would perhaps even pre- 
fer tljis road. In reality, fowever, this 



A Letter to a German Communist Worker on the United 
Front Asainst Hitler : - : By Leon Trotsky 



road is unthinkable for them. It is 
stu'pid to believe that the Nazis would 
grow uninterruptedly, as they do now, 
for an unlimited period of lime. Sooner 
or later they will drain their social 
reservoir. Fascism has introduced into 
its own ranks such dreadful contradic- 
tions, that the moment must come in 
which the How will cease to replace the 
ebb. The moment can arrive long be- 
fore the Fascists will have united about 
them even half of the votes. They will not 
be able to 'halt, for they will have noth- 
ing more to expect here. They will he 
forced to resort to an overthrow. 

But even apart from all this, 
the Fascists are cut oft from the dem- 
ocratic road. The immense growth of 
the political antagonisms in the coun- 
try, the stark brigands' agitation of the 
Fascists will inevitably lead to a sit- 
uation in which the closer the Fascists 
come to get a majority, the more 
heated the atmosphere will become and 
the more extensive, the unfoluing of 
the conflicts and struggles will be. From 
this perspective, civil war is absolutely 
inevitable. Consequently the question of 
the seizure of power by the Fascists will 
not be decided by vote, but by civil war, 
which the Fascists are preparing and 
provoking. 

Can we assume even one minute tliat 
Hitler and 'his advisers do not realize 
and foresee this? That would mean to 
consider them blockheads. There Is no 
greater crime in politics than that of 
■hoping for stupidities on the part of a 
strong enemy. If Hitler cannot help be- 
ing aware that the road to power leads 
through gruesome civil war, then that 
means that his speeches regarding the 
peaceful democratic road are only a 



further o... 

At the present time, the United States 
State Department appears to restrict it- 
self to tile invocation of the Nine Power 
Treaty and the policy of the "Open 
Door", in its struggle against the Jap- 
anese. There has been talk of action 
along these lines for some time. The 
Chamberlin affair has merely served as 
the pretext for giving this line of ac- 
tion the necessary impulse. The State 
Department is calling upon Great Brit- 
ain and France to support its side of 
the conflict. It is doubtful, to say the 
least, whether France would give its aid: 
Strained relations between the bourge- 
oisies of tile two countries in the past few 
.months confirm us in our doubt. The 
British are confronted with rising rev- 
olutionary activity among the Indian 
masses and in jockeying for position 
might be more amenable to American 
plans, especially due to the temporary 
decline of American "sympathies" for 
Indiitn independence. For the time be- 
ing, American- Japanese relations are 
characterized by less active hostility 
than would normally be expected. Im- 
perialist alignments in days of economic 
stress like the present are fickle things. 
But it is only a matter of time lor the 
lines to be drawn. 

The community of interests between 
thu working class of the world and the 
oppressed colonial peoples of the Orient, 
is the lesson taugiht by political neces- 
sity. Today, this becomes clearer than 
ever. The imperialist powers are prepar- 
ing to strike. While centering our atten- 
tion on the struggle in Germany, we must 
not forget the danger threatening from 
the Fast. The coordination cjf the aims 
of the imperialists will undoubtedly be 
achieved by devious routes. 

Clarity on War Danger! 

Yes, the Soviet Union is in 'anger. 
The capitalist world is desperate. For 
the present, thi-s danger is most acute on 
the .Western frontier, to be more precise 
in the menace of fascism faeing the 
German working class, which is an in- 
valuable ally of the Soviet Union. It is 
there that the greatest watchfulness is 
necessary. It is then', that tht' whole 
Communist movement is standing a test 
that will be decisive for the working 
class and for the oppressed pec;.Ies of 
the entire world for many years to come. 
But historical development does not 
proceed along one straight . line. Any 
"incident" is bound to serve as a spark 
with which to set off the explosive forces 
inherent in world politics today. That 
is why all Communists must pay* the 
closest attention to the turns in imper- 
ialist policy, that is why they must not 
underestimate them, distort their impor- 
tance. The Chamberlin incident and the 
further progress of Japanese- American 
relations requires the utmost attention of 
the workers, not as an incident in itself, 
but as a factor in the world situation 
as a whole. 

— S. G. 



cloak, that is, a strategem. lii that case 
it is all the more necessary to keep one's 
eyes open. 

What is Concealed Behind Hitler's 

Strategem? 
His calcualtions are altogether simple 
and obvious: He wants to lull his anta- 
gonists with the long-run perspective of 
the parliamentary growth of the Nazis 
in order to catch them napping and to 
deal them a death-blow at the right mo- 
ment. It is entirely possible that Hitler's 
courtesies to democratic parliamentarism 
may, moreover, help to set up some sort 
of coalition in the immediate future in 
which the Fascists will obtain the most 
important posts and employ them in 
turn for their coup d'etat. For it is en- 
tirely clear that the coalition. let us 
assume, between the Center and the 
Fascists will not be a stage in the "dem- 
ocratic" solution of the question, but a 
step closer to the coup d'etat under con- 
ditions most favorable to the Fascists. 
We must Plan According to the Shorter 

Perspective 
All this means that even regardless 
of the desires of the Fascist general 
staff, the solution can arrive in the course 
of the next few months, if not weeks. 
This circumstance is of tremendous im- 
portance in elaborating a correct policy. 
If we allow the Fascists to seize power 
in two or three months, then the strug- 
gle against them next year will be much 
harder than in this. All revolution- 
ary plans laid out in advance for 
two. three or five years will prove to lie 
only wretched and disgraceful twiddle, 
if the working class will allow the Fasc- 
ists to achieve power in the course of 
the next two, three or five months. The 
calculation of time In the polity of rev- 



olutionary crises, is just as m 
operations, of decisive importance. 

Let us take auother, more remote ex- 
ample for the clarification of our idea. 
Hugo I.'rbalins, who considers himself a 
"Left Communist", declares the German 
Party Imnkrupt, politically done for, and 
proposes to create a new party. If l!r- 
bahns were right, that would mean that 
the victory ot thi> Fascists is certain, 
For, in order to create a new party, 
years are needed (and at that it 
ia not at all proved that the Party of 
Urbabns would In any sense be better 
than Thaelmann's Party: When Urbithns 
was at the head of the Party there were 
in no ways fewer mistakes). 

Yes, should the Fascists really conquer 
power, that would mean not only the 
physical destruction of the Communist 
Party, but veritable political bankruptcy 
■for it. An ignominious defeat in a strug- 
gle against bands of human rubbish— the 
many .millions of the German proletariat 
would never forgive the Communist In- 
ternational and its German section. The 
seizure of power by the Fascists would 
therefore most probably if/gnify the nec- 
essity of creating a new revolutionary 
party and in all probability also of a 
new International. That would be a 
frightful historical catastrophe. But to 
assume today that all this is unavoid- 
able, onlv genuine litpiidationists are 
capable of. That is, those who under the 
mantle of their hollow phraseology are 
in actuality capable only of capitulating 
in a cowardly manner in the face of 
struggle awl without a struggle. With 
this conception we Bolshevlk-Leninistf, 
who are called Trotskyites by the Stalin- 
ists have nothing in common. 

We are unflinchingly convinced that 
the victory over the Fascists is possible 
not after their coming into power, not 



OPPOSITION LEADER ARRESTED 
IN ARGENTINA 

We are informed by letter of the ar- 
rest of comrade Camilo Lopez, the sec- 
retary of the Left Opposition in Argen- 
tina. The letter from our comrades 
reads: "Our secretary, Camilo Lopez was 
arrested and his house raided by the 
police. They took all his papers and 
propaganda material. We have been 
very busy since trying to prevent his 
being sent to i'shuala, the Siberia of the 
Argentine. Comrade Lopez has been 
given twenty days to get ready to go to 
Ushuaia or to be deported to Spain ..." 



MOONEY CONFERENCE IN 
BELLEVILLE 

On Sunday. January 10. the first ses- 
sion of a united front conference to de- 
mand Mooney's release will take place 
in BeHeville, Illinois. This conference 
has been organized along the lines of 
Mooney's August 20 appeal by the local 
comrades in Belleville, cooperating with 
the St. Louis branch of the Communist 
League of America (Opposition). Repprts 
of its sessions and activities wili appear 
in forthcoming issues of the Militant 
All active workers are urged to give all 
support to the Belleville conference. 



JAPANESE COMMUNIST WINS 
VOLUNTARILY DEPARTURE 
TO RUSSIA 

Sadaichi Kenmotsu, young Japanese 
graduate, who has been held in San 
Francisco two years facing deportation 
as a Communist, has finally been granted 
voluntary departure to Russia by the 
Department of Labor. This ends a per- 
sistent contest to prevent Kenmotsu be- 
ing sent to Japan, where he would have 
been subject to drastic punishment as a 
Communist Proceedings against Ulm 
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Stalin Makes Party History to Order 



In recent weeks the world has been 
enriched by two "theoretical works"' of 
Stalin. There are two articles of the 
"Master" published in the Russian party 
press, dealing with question* of party 
history. One of them, which has ap- 
peared in the foreign official Communist 
press, deals with Lenin's attitude towards 
the pre-war Social Democratic Party of 
Germany and is a polemic against the 
article of KluUky, a young Marxist his- 
torian. We have no room here to go 
into the material content of this polemic 
at the present moment, if only for the 
simple reason tiiat we do not know the 
work of Slulzky. Here we call atten- 
tion to two things. With unexcellable 
grow-iii ess and brutality, .Stalin launches 
into poor Slutzky who dared, on the 
basis of documents, to consider possible 
an overestimation on Lenin's part of 
the ,S. P. (!. Centrists (Kuulsltjaus). 
This thought of Klutzky's is called by 
Stalin, who demagogically reduces fhe 
polemic to this question: 4Yas Lenin a 
BloshevikV Yes or no? Is there to be 
any doubt about Lenin's Bolshevism? The 
Bolshevism of Lenin is an "axiom'' for 
Stalin, a dogma, just as the sanctity of 
some Mary is a dogma for the church. 
There is nothing to doubt nboui this, 
nothing is to he looked into concerning 
it, nothing is to be discussed ; it must 
simply be believed. 

It is clear that such a way of putting 
a question, for people whose every sec- 
ond word is "dialectics", is stupid and 
vulgar. Lenin was not a Bolshevik from 
his first days, while he still lay in his 
cradle. He developed himself in the 
course of all his revolutionary activity 
to I he position of a Bolshevik. He was 
not "infallible", like Stalin and other 
priests and holy men, Cu't made mistakes, 
acknowledged his mistakes openly in 
order to rectify them. It is curious that 
Stalin, wherever he speaks of the "'in- 
fallibility", of the absolute "dogmatic' 
Bolshevism of Lenin, adds in parentheses 
"(the Bolsheviks)". This creates the 
appearance as though all the Bolsheviks, 
were always at one with Lenin in all 
questions — -we shall show below that this 
is wrong— and as though every Bolshevik, 
just because he was a Bolshevik, because 
it lies in the very essence of Bolshevik, 
was — a Lenin. And just as little as one 
may entertain doubts about Lenin's Bol- 
shevism or discuss the question, so is 
one prohibited to doubt the Bolshevism 
of fhe "only" Bolsheviks, the Stalinists, 
or even discuss it, least of all concern- 
ing the Bolshevism of Stalin — the Lenin 
on a higher level — who conceals -his hol- 
lowness ttehind a canonized, "embalmed" 
Lenin. Out with it: this doubting! 
These hypocritical, mendacious, priestly, 
Jesuitical morals, which hit Marxism- 
Leninism in the face with a blackjack, 
are a phenomenon worthy of fhe degen- 
erated Comintern, which every Commun- 
ist will spurn. 

''Scoundrelly" '"trivial", '"degenerated" 
in the words of Stalin, are both the arti- 
cle and its author, Slutzky, because the 
article is su'pposed to be "semi-Trotsky- 
ist" and its author a disciple of Trotsky. 
And with this we come to the reason 
why Stalin's article was written. Surely 
not out of scientific eagerness to secure 
historical truth. "I believe that rotten 
l.beralism, which at the present moment 
enjoys a certain vogue anion;; a section of 
the Bolsheviks (the editorial board which 
also gets its share, together with Slut- 
ssky), has pushed them along this path 
Some Bolsheviks are of the opinion that 
Trotskyism Is a faction of Communism, a 
mistaken one, it is true, committing no 
few blunders, even anti-Sovieiist for that 
matter, but nevertheless a faction of 
Communism. Thence a certain liberal- 
ism towards the Trotskyists and those 
thinking like them." There's the nigger 
in the woodpile. "Trotskyism" is gain- 
ing an influence in Russia among the 
party members. Stalin is becoming 



Killing a 'Dead Trotskyism 
For the 1,000th Time 



frightened, lie fears the "Trolskyist" 
truth. lie is therefore giving the signal 
to the G. 1*. L". by artichs and commands 
for a new reinforced annihilation cam- 
paign against the Left Opposition. 

The second Stalin article is concerned 
with party history of the February rev- 
olution and the arrival of Lenin in 
Petroyrad, and with Yaroslavsky. This 
period is exceptionally painful for Stalin 
himself and it is highly important that 
all the party comrades learn the "his- 
torical truth" about this affair. 

Who would have believed it? And yet 
it is a fact! The Soviet journals accuse 
Yaroslavsky openly of having favored the 
smuggling of Trotsky's conceptions oa 
the history of the Bolshevik party at the 
beginning of the February revolution into 
the books on party history of which he 
is in charge. 

As everybody knows now tatter the re- 
velations of comrade Trotsky) tile Bol- 
shevik party at the beginning of the 
February revolution (before the arrival 
of Lenin) conducted, under the leader- 
ship of Stalin and Kauicnev, a policy of 
confidence in the provisional govern- 
ment and supiKJited a bloc with Tsere- 
telli in the Soviets. Arriving in Petro- 
griid, Lenin wrote his "April theses" 
which gave the party a completely differ-' 
out orientation, an orientation towards 
tihe winning of the revolutionary masses 
with a view towards the assumption of 
power by armed insurrection. For Lenin 
it was a question of "forgetting the re- 
miniscences of the past", not to be bound 
by the old formula, outstripped by events, 
of the '"democratic dictatorship of the 
workers and peasants", but to steer a 
course resolutely towards the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat. That is what 
Trotsky called the re-armament of the 
party. This historical fact is undeniable 



and all the eye-witnesses of the Febru- 
ary revolution, who left memoirs of the 
early moments of the revolution, estab- 
lish the vulgar opportunism and social 
patriotism of the party under the lead- 
ership of Xfalin-Kamenev. Of all these 
memoirs, those of Sehlapntkov, who was 
in the leading center of the party from 
the very first days of the revolution in 
Pelrograd, are the most convincing and 
authoritative. The memoirs of Schlap- 
nikov constitute an invaluable document 
for any conscientious historian who 
wants to present a true picture of the 
role of the party in tiiis period of Feb- 
ruary 27 up to April 3, 1917 (old iifyie), 
that Is, up to the arrival of Lenin in 
Petrograd. 

■That is just what the young Marxian 
historian*, Slnlzky and Volosseviteh, did 
in t'heir historical works. They based 
themselves upon the evidence of Sehlap- 
nikov and spoke of a "ie-armanent of 
the party" in April 11)17. Another Marx- 
ian historian spoke of it right in tine 
party history which appears under the 
exalted supervision of Yaroslavsky. This 
is where Yaroslavsky's sills begin. liow 
did he let it pass? Has he not succumb- 
ed "himself to Trotskyism? The whole 
Soviet press, from the Izvestla to the 
Krasnaia Gazetla is aroused by this scan- 
dal. Yaroslavsky is openly attacked and 
the demand is made that in the "nest 
edition of the {\arty history, sections 
calumniating I he parly be expanded" 
Stalin himself published his article in 
tiie Bolshevik in which he "reconstructs" 
the historical truth after his own man- 
ner. 

The all-powerful apparatus of Stalin 
fears nothing so much as the historical 
truth. That is why it will lightly obey 
any commands of the Master and "ex- 
punge" all onerous sections from the 
history. But like all other historical 
fasificafions, this one too will not suc- 
ceed in concealing the mistakes and the 
crimes of the "organizer of defeats". 

— K. O. 



With the Opposition in Minneapolis 



Recently a worker approached the 
League and applied for membership. He 
is sullen, shy, keenly observant, but not 
■wry talkative. He said he had just 
completed it !H1 day sentence at the work- 
house for participation in the February 
2o Hunger Demonstration last year. lie 
had been picked up by the police after 
the event jis a "suspect", in reality as a 
hostage pending tiie arrest of the T. U. 
U. L. and party organizers of the affair. 
The breaking into the Gateway Meat 
Market on that date, the product of the 
party's "third period" adventure in Minn- 
eapolis, found fhe party bureaucrats un- 
willing to go through with the move for 
which they alone were responsible. When 
the three rank and file workers were 
arrested, Karl Reeve, Powers and Grecht, 
the erstwhile working class heroes on the 
party payroll, sneaked out of town. The 
party officially announced they had noth- 
ing to do with the affair and refused 
to participate in the defense of the work- 
ers fearing this would implicate it, and 
be used as prima facie evidence of the 
party's responsibility. All idea of work- 
ing class solidarity was thrown to the 
wind*!. The workers of Minneapolis got 
a lot of secret satisfaction out of the 
daring act of the demonstrators liter- 
ally reusing to starve and going into tiie 
store and "'taking it". But chagrin was 
felt at the manner in which the party 
shamefully deserted the workers arrest 
ed, tried and railroaded to the work 
house. 

The flight of lieeve and Cowers threw 
the party into a panic. For months no 
challenge was made to fhe edict of the 
Republican Mayor Kuira* against all 
Communist assembly. The T. V. U. L. 
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headquarters on Hennepin was left open 
by the police perhaps for the purpose ot 
trapping Powers. The Communist League 
headquarters, however, were raided twice 
and meetings broken up. Our headquar- 
ters were finally closed. To ail appear- 
ances, fhe police department considered 
the Trotskyists as the more dangerous 
menace in the given situation. 

fn the workhouse, the I. L. I), machin- 
ery was again gummed up. Or was it 
deliberate sabotage and cowardice again? 
The I. L, D. lost a unique opportunity to 
exploit this local issue along with its 
national campaign. After all, nothing 
rallies local workers so much as a case 
they personally know about. Never for 
years has there been as good a case. In- 
nocent, framed workers. The I. L. D. 
officially did nothing for the victims. A 
few friends brought fruit and cigarettes 
and very little of that. The boys felt 
the bureaucrats had betrayed them; and 
that their own comrades had deserted 
them. It rankled. They resolved never 
fo be made scapegoats again. 

After serving their sentence, one com- 
rade dropped out. altogether, one came 
back into the I. L. D., much "wiser" for 
the experience, and the third, after sev- 
eral months of thought and study of the 
situation, joined fhe Communist Opposi- 
tion. In his own words he says. "I'm 
going to do what I ran to help put. fhe 
Communist party back on the right 
track." —COWL. 



joint benefit of the Militant and the new 
Jewish organ of the Left Opposition, two 
public lectu'res were held : one on fhe 
Plight of the MacDonald government in 
England with lessons for the Minnesota 
Farmer-Labor Party, which was held 
right in the 11th Ward F. L. I', head- 
quarters, and the other on the Bole of 
tihe Left Opposition in the Present Crisis, 
held at the Labor Lyceum. Though the 
audience in both cases was net extraor- 
dinarily large, it was very attentive and 
interested in the message of the Opposi- 
tion spokesman. The meetings were mark- 
ed !>y serious question* and discussion 
from the floor, as well as by certain pro- 
vocative heckling and speeches by the 
Stalinists, all of which gave comrade 
Swabeck an opportunity to deal lonerele- 
ly with the questions raised. One party 
member reiterated the argument that fhe 
Trotskyists wens "individualists who 
would not abide by Communist discipline; 
and that furthermore, in the face of the 
mass work t.he party was diung, the Op- 
position did nothing but criticize the 
party." It was obvious fo all after 
■Swabeck's answer that the very partici- 
pation of jiarty members in our meet- 
ings were a recognition of the revolu- 
tionary work the Opposition is carrying 
on, and that our constructive criticism 
and conduct in the W. I. R. and the 
Mooney conference, etc., was rallying in- 
creasing numbers of workers to our stan- 
dard. 

In addition, comrade Swabeck address- 
ed the Labor Ljveum Open Forum on the 
Manohurian Crisis and the Workers Open 
Forum on the Future of American Trade 
Unionism, the latter conducted every 
Sunday Afternoon, S P. M. al 1530 East 
Franklin Ave. 

Nearly seventy dollars was raised from 
these .meetings and a number of sub- 
scriptions to Opposition papers, especi- 
ally to Unser Kami, the new Jewish or- 
gan. We hope soon again to get a 
speaker from the National Center. C. 
* * * - 

MINNEAPOLIS WORKERS FORUM 

1530 East Franklin 

Sunday, January 10th, at 3 P. M. 

The next meeting of the Minneapolis 
Workers Open Forum will feature Carl 
Cowl who speaks on ''Tom Mooney and 
the American Frame-up System". Last 
week's debate on the proposition "That 
Communism will Emancipate the Work- 
ing Class" between comrade Dunne and 
Jean Spielman of the A. F. of L. aroused 
a great deal of interest among the work- 
ers. Even the capitalist newspapers car-, 
ried notices of this event. 200 attended! 

The usual question and discussion per- 
iod will feature the Mooney Forum meet- 
ing. 



Swabeck's Tour Result! 



KANSAS CITV— A successful mass 
meeting, with an attendance of 50 work- 
ers, was held in Kansas City on Decem- 
ber la, when comrade A rue Swabeck 
spoke on the "Economic Crisis and the 
Communists". The talk was very well 
received and aroused a greater interest 
in the program and work of the Commun- 
ist League (Opposition). The Stalinists, 
who are askance at the development of, 
as they call it, "A Trotsky ist Center" 
in Kansas City, set fo work to binder the 
meeting. At first they boasted they 
wou.ld send their "big guns" to heckle 
the speaker but. none of them showed up. 
But several Party rank and iile members 
did attend, despite the intimidation and 
order by the Ktaliidst bureaucrats not 
to attend the meeting. The meeting 
gave an impetus to the Opposition Open 
Forum which is soon to begin. 

On tiie following Sunday night a ban- 
quet was held. A good time was had 
by all and a collection was taken up to 
aid in the work. 

The study # class in the Fundamentals 
of Communism is now well under way. 
The class, conduct er by comrade Geo. 
Clarke, h;is fen members with good pro- 
spects for growth. Those wishing to 
join should get in touch with George 
Clarke, care of Buehier's Bookstore. 220 
W*st 12th Street, Kansas City, Mo. 

— GBORC.K CLAUKE. 



CORRECTION 

In the article on the Workmen's Circle 
by J. B. (Militant 2-3-:i2) there is stated 
that, the Paterson members of the W. C. 
issued a call which "was first published 
in the Jewish Day ami, after a delay of 
three weeks, in the Freiheit." This is 
a technical error due to the wrong 
placement of the sentence. The call re- 
fers to that issued by Workmen's Cir- 
cle, Branch No. 417, N. Y. If was this 
call which was published in the press, 
first in the Day. and then, after a delay 
of three weeks, in the Freiliett. 



SWABECK IN MINNEAPOLIS 

After the successful banquet held last 
Saturday with comrade Swabeck for the' League of America {Opposition], 



PHILADELPHIA 

MASS MEETING 
PHILADELPHIA— On SUNDAY JAN- 
UARY 10, 1932, at. 8 P. M., a lecture on 
"The Economic Crisis and the Commun- 
ists" will be given by Arne Swabeck. The 
lecture wil be held at OSTIiOPOLBIi 
HALL, 1143 No. FKANKLIN ST. The 
admission is free and ed very one is invit- 
ed. There will be a period for questions 
and discussion by the audience. The 
meeting is being held under the auspices 
of The Philadelphia Branch, Communist 



CHICAGO, ILL.— 

It was a hall packed to the doors that 
greeted comrade Arne Swabeck yester- 
day as he delivered, his remarkable lec- 
ture on "Trotsky's Views of the World 
Crisis". Despite the departure from the 
rule that admision was charged for this 
meeting. liedifer Hall, SO N. Wells St., 
was packed with about a hundred work- 
ers present promptly on the hour an- 
nounced for the meeting. 

Comrade Swabeck very ably presented 
the viewpoint of the Left Opposition, 
winning the applause of all present. He 
dealt with this perspectives for the 
crisis, the role of the Communist advance 
guard of the working class, and the 
debacle of Sfalinist policy. He spoke 
of the vindication of the policy of the 
lit'ft Communists as expressed in the re- 
sults of the class struggle and fhe world 
situation. He exposed the farcical de- 
nunciation of the "Long terms credit? 
to the Soviet Union" slogan of the Left 
Coiuniunisfs by Stalinists and prophesied 
that before long these bureaucrats would 
have to eat their words and conform to 
the demands of life. 

During fhe discussion period one lone 
Stalinist took the floor in a weak at- 
tempt to answer Swabeck's arguments. 
As soon as he was through he left the 
Hall and did not hear fhe sorchiug ans- 
wer of comrade Swabeck. 

A good collection was taken, a good 
literature sale was reported by the lit- 
ers fum ajjpiit and many new contacts 
were made with workers eager to get 
more information on Communism and the 
policies of our faction. It was the opin- 
ion of all comrades that this successful 
meeting will inject new pep into the 
work here in Chicago. — J. S. O. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

The New Year's Eve banquet arranged 
by the Chicago branch of the Left Op- 
position at its own headquarters, at 1435 
N. Western Ave., in .honor of comrade 
Arne Swabeck drew many of our mem- 
bers as well as numerous friends and 
sympathizers of our movement. 

Comrade John Edwards acted as mas- 
ter of ceremonies, calling upon comrades 
present for speeches. The speakers all 
rescinded to the occasion very nobly. In 
addition to the usual fun provoking com- 
ments there was noted a strong under- 
current of seriousness, and the will to 
spread ever wider the teachings of Lenin- 



ism which have in this period been cor- 
rupted and dragged through the mire of 
Stalinist revisionism. 

Comrade Swabeck was the last speaker. 
He spoke on the problems of our move- 
ment stres-ing on the necessity for 
more activity and devotion on the part 
of all comrades. The comrades of the 
Left Opivosition mii-t realize that today 
they stand at the iiead of the whole Com- 
munist movement in Marxist clarity and 
training for the class struggle. 

The very successful program proceeded 
into the early hours of the morning in 
unabated hilarity. Jack JlcRerh of the 
Liberal Science Institute, present for the 
occasion, displayed unusual geniiw in 
fun making. 

Much credit for the gastronomic suc- 
cess of the affair goes to comrades Jim 
Economou and II. Judd Who were in full 
oharge of the kitchen. A collection of 
$27.00 was taken and presented fo com- 
rade Swabeck to help strengthen our 
Militant. --.r. S. O. 



OCR MIND IS UNCHANGED 

As we announced several months ago, 
in an exclusive interview with our print- 
er's devil, Kent, the name Revolutionary 
Age was proving to be too radical for 
tiie Lovestone faction. Despite the deni- 
als at that time, wc stuck to our guns 
and we're glad of it. For we now have 
the official announcement that the Rev- 
olutionary Age is now to pass info an 
unlamenfcd limbo so that its place may 
be taken by the more modest Workers' 
Age. Harmonious as this change is with 
the course of t.he Right wingers, we still 
stick to our old proposal. Our read- 
ers will doubtless recall it. We want it 
changed to the Victorian Age. Thus far, 
nobody has been able to advance a sin- 
gle reasoned argument against our pro- 
posal and we take that to mean that it 
is unassailable. In spite of that, we're 
satisfied with one step at a time. Slowly 
but inevitably, the name we proposed will 
yet wave coyly at the masthead of the 
Lovestone sheet. .What does perturb us 
a trifle la that the name we proposed for 
the organisation has not yet. made any 
headway. iWe want the "Majority" 
group fo be called C. P. I.. A. (.Minority 
Group), if for no other reason that pol- 
itical accuracy and clarify. As our read- 
ers may be sure, our pnijKisals are never 
motivated by mercenary considerations — 
we want no money prizes — but solely in 
the sacrosanct interests of truth and 
Justice. . , . 



DEATH PENALTY FOR ANTI- 
IMPERIALIST AGITATION 

HANKOW, (Fenprecor) Death to anti- 
imperiaHist agitators 1 This Ik the de- 
cree of the Wuhan military authorities 
posted throughout this city today. The 
Garrison Headquarters has issued a 
warning (hat "would-be law breakers'' 
will pay with their heads for attempting 
to create disorders "that would develop 
into a diplomatic issue". The order is 
aimed" against the outbreak of incidents 
involving foreign, particularly Japanese, 
nationals". 

Decapitation will be meted out to agi- 
tators in Hankow, Wuchang, and Hany- 
ang factories. 

Public meetings and organization of 
societies are forbidden. 

"Peace and order" are thus being 
maintained in the Wuhan area by Cov- 
entor Ho Chen-chun, notorious White 
Terrorist. 

These orders, duplicated throughout 
the area under Kuo llin Tang or other 
military control, reveal the precisp ex- 
tent, to which the present "rulers" of 
China have sold themselves to foreign 
imperialism. 
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On June 21 last, t.he C. P. ot Bul- 
| garia obtained a big parliamentary vic- 
" tory. Tiiis victory is distinguished in 
part by the complete defeat of "Demo- 
cratic Unity" (Zgovor), and in part, by 
the great number of votes that the Illegal 
C. P. B. received. 

The C. P. received 1GG.OO0 votes, while 
the socialist party received only 2!>,000 
votes. The C, P| gained 32 seats, the S. 
P. got only fi seats. 

We can all still recall that in conse- 
quence of the election, the Tsankov-Liap- 
tchev government resigned ajid made 
place for the bourgeois opposition part- 
ies, the so-called '-'people's" bloc led by 
Malinov. 

It could be foreseen that the proletar- 
iat had little to expect from the "dem- 
ocratic" people's bloc, by the fact that, 
the latter did not promise even in the 
period of the election campaign, that it 
would abolish the notorious law "for 
the protection of the state" in case if 
came into power, nor grant a general 
amnesty or bring any sort of relief to 
the strving native proletariat in the 
field of social legislation. 

In recalling the number of votes the 
C. P. obtained in the elections of April 
22. 1924 (200,540) and those of the S. 
P. (22,404), we must admit that the loss 
of votes by the C. P. is relatively greater 
than that by the S. P. 

The aim of these lines Is to analyze 
the profound causes of this loss, as well 
as those for the decrease in the Influ- 
ence of the C. P. in general. 

On the basis of a detailed and objective 
anaylsis of the situation of the C. P. of 
Bulgaria, we first want to declare that 
the loss of influence by the party is to be, 



ascribed to the thoroughly false line and 
policies of the C. I. and therefore we 
permit ourselves to speak primarily of 
the general framework of the defeat of 
the Bulgarian proletariat in 1!>23, and 
in connection with that, to scrutinize the 
entire policy of the C. I. from the critic- 
al point of view of Marx ism -Lenin ism. 

Despite the official optimism, it is 
nevertheless a regrefable, a disagreeable 
and disquieting fact that the influence of 
the C. P. has been declining in practic- 
ally all the capitalist countries, and that 
the proletarian masses are not being won 
over to Communism, In the eyes of the 
present leadership, this statement is re- 
garded as "Trotskyism", "deviation to 
the right", posing a lack of confidence 
in tiie revolution. The simple mention 
of this fact suffices to merit the designa- 
tion of "renegade". Nevertheless, w« 
need above everything, a thorough anal- 
ysis on our own part, in order to find 
the causes of this stagnation, or rather, 
this decline. The causes must be reveal- 
ed and uprooted; this is the fundamental 
condition for the success of fhe prole- 
tarian revolutionary movement. The dec- 
line in the influence of the Communist 
parties of the capitalist countries, their 
inability to secure the support of the 
proletarian masses, all this is all the more 
deplorable and disquieting because it 
occurs not in a period of ebb, but in a 
period of general radicalization for the 
working class. In other words : precisely 
at th-e» moment when the objective condi- 
tions for the victory of the revolution 
are maturing, the subjective factor to 
laeking and falling behind the possibil- 
ities that the. situation offers. 
Only open and pitiless eriticlsm can 



serve as a remedy. The absence of it 
indicates the sickness. The only means 
of putting a stop to the disintegration, is 
the clearing of the road for criticism. 
In the first half of its history, the C. I. 
showed almost exclusively its positive 
side. 

Under Lenin, the International gave 
the growing parties their clear and prin- 
cipled position. It elaborated the gen- 
eral principles of Communism, the funda- 
mental lines of strategy, of Communist 
tactics and organization. Lenin was able 
fo profit by the experiences in the strug- 
gles of the western parties, he was able 
to interpret them in a broad theoretical 
sense. He did not think it possible to 
invent the tactics for the other parties 
from the center, nor to outline ami pre- 
scribe them to fhe smallest detaiTs. 

The negative side became more and 
more apparent in the second half of the 
existence of the C. I., after 1923, after 
fhe death of Lenin and after the revolu- 
tionary waves in central and western 
Europe had calmed down. Then we wit- 
nessed the era of " Bolshevisms tion". It 
-consisted in the attempt to boist meth- 
ods, forms and tactics artificially and 
schematically upon the European move- 
ment, completely neglecting the pecu- 
liarities in fhe class relationships of dif- 
ferent countries as well as the necessity 
of adapting the proper general Com- 
munist principles to them. 

This crisis in the C. I. was accentu- 
ated and prolonged by the formation of 
a bureaucratic regime inside the leader- 
ship which eliminates and is still elim- 
inating mechanically every opportunity 
that arises and fails to profit by the 
experiences of the non-Russian strug- 
gles. Linked directly with this is the 
habit, now become deep-seated, to make 
the Russian factional struggles a general 
criterion for the tactical questions in the 
other parties, and to transpose them 
uniformly on the other parties. 

The oaUses for the crisis are natur- 
ally not only of a personal character, 



although personalities play a role in 
them, and are not at all to be neglected. 
The .tbsence of a man of Lenin's scope 
in the Russian party, counts, no doubt. 
But there are, of course, deeper roots to 
fhe matter. 

It is responsible first, of all, for fhe 
penetration of bureaucratism Into the 
Russian parly una its transportation to 
the other parties. 

On the other hand, we must consider 
the difficulty of the sections of the C. I. 
in working out special ways and means 
of the proletarian revolution and its pre- 
paration in the different countries, which 
lias been increased by the bureaucrafic- 
ally entrenched preponderance of the 
Russian party in the leadership of the 
C. I. that no longer corresponds to the 
moral preponderance of its leadership 
in international questions. 

The inability to draw the lessons of 
the experiences characterizes the crisis 
of the Bulgarian Communist Party as 
well jis that of the entire movement of 
the C. I. It is not a crisis of the move- 
ment itself, but of its leadership. The 
criticism of the past mistakes will result 
in the condemnation of the leadership 
responsible for these mistakes. The lack 
of a healthy, creative criticism which the 
present leaders fear, is accompanied by 
a deplorable moral stagnation, which un- 
der the mask_ of loyalty and under the 
mantei of mechanical discipline, sows 
disorder. As a consequence, instead * ot 
the mistakes being corrected, they create 
new mistakes. In order to justify in- 
tellectual and political shortcomings, all 
regard for truth has been sacrificed. 
Theories are built up not on the basis 
of vital facts, but for the purpose of cov- 
ering up mistakes committed through 
ignorance or through empirical experi- 
menting. 

On the basis of these lines, which 
deal more or less with the International, 
we intend to speak, in our nest article, 
of the crisis in the Bulgarian C. P. 
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Developments in Spanish Revolution 



"The conservative classes of Spain", 
said Aleala Zamora recently, "cannot be 
conservative; they are simpiy reaction- 
ary." This is true_ As in all backward 
countries, the Spanish, bourgeoisie Is tied 
up with the most reactionary caste* of 
the country. Its political torpor, its fear, 
which make it embrace the first cut- 
tQiroat that comes along, or the arrogant 
fanatics of Lerrdus like a shipwrecked 
man holding on to a plank, these are an 
Irremediable evil in our bourgeoisie, 
Senor Zamora's exhortations to come out 
of Its present state are wasted. The 
evil has deep roots. 

The Spanish bougreoisie will disappear 
as a class without changing its character, 
istics. The structure of cur economy, 
and consequently the role when Spain 
plays in world economy, fix a limited 
circle .of necessity, within which our 
bourgeoisie must mave. The contradic- 
tions of Spanish economy cannot be 
solved by the bourgeoise and logically 
tend to become sharper. It is enough to 
see that after eight months of the Repu- 
blic, and in spite of the declarations of 
the republicans, not only -hare the bonds 
which subordinated Spain to world cap- 
italism remained, but they have even 
drawn tighter. The Republic has not 
made the least change in the internal 
structure of the country. Kothing is 
mare natural, then, since the same state 
of affairs continues, than that its con- 
sequence should keep on manifesting 
themselves. Our bourgeoisie will con- 
tinue to be, while it exists, among the 
most reactionary in Europe. 

In reality the Republic changed noth- 
ing, but retained the same state of af- 
fairs. The activity of Maura and of 
Aleala Zamora, the same before as after 
the change of regime, was a continual 
exhortation to their class to convince it 
of the necessity for a change ; and in 
spite of the notable success which they 
achieved, the bourgeoisie could not be 
calmed down until it saw itself pro- 
tected by a regime of force. 

Overthrow of Monarchy Inevitable 

The monarchy had reached a situation 
which could no longer be sustained. 
Since the coming of the dictatorship of 
I'rimo de Rivera it had been evident that 
monarchy and dictatorship would fall 
together. The forces which the mon- 
archy exerted at the last moment to 
avoid being uprooted with the dictator- 
ship could not be successful. Their re- 
sponsibilities overtook the dictatorship 
could not be successful. Their responsi- 
bilities overtook them alike. The im- 
mense majority of Spain felt that the 
problem posed was a constitutional one. 
The bourgeoisie, for its part, had a 
special interest in not moving the ques- 
tion off this plane. It posed In the first 
lace the question of responsibilieies, not 
with the purposes of demanding retribu- 
tion, but to prevent the revolution from 
exceeding strictly political limits. 

The monarchy could not at that time 
resort to a regime of force — the dictator- 
ship had just collapsed for lack of a 
base — nor did it have within itself a dem- 
ocratic solution. The most eonservtaive 
solution was ^therefore to unload all re- 
sponsibility on a regime for which there 
was no remedy, and to weaken as much 
as possible the consequence of its fail. 
It was the duty of a consciously -guided 
movement not to let itself lie deceived. 

Nor was there any call to be devolved 
as to the meaning of the Hepublicnn- 
Socialist combination. Apart from the 
fact that in all its activity before the 
Change of regime It has displayed a con- 
sistent counter- revolutionary line, the 
combination as an historical phenomenon 
was nothing new. In all countries there 
have occurred political conditions which 
have tended, to blur the class struggle 
under the excuse that the revolution in- 
terests various classes. Certainly— but 
it interests them in opposite ways. For 
the bourgeoisie, the important thing in a 
revolutionary situation, and the thing 
that determine its maneuvers, is the 
fear of being tied up by the proletariat ; 
for the proletariat, the interest of the 
revolution is the occasion which it offers 
to impose its will on the bourgeoisie, to 
subjudgate it, and suppress its class 
domination. 

At the distance of a few months, it 
seems incredible that the working class 
could be hallucinated by the Republican- 
Socialist combination. All the weakness. 



where it was not conscious complicity, 
of .the leaders of the revolutionary work- 
ing class, stood out Sharply on this oc- 
casion. In spite of the ambiguity of 
their phrases, and the abundance of pro- 
mises did not hesitate to make state- 
ments of a most alarming character to 
the working elass. If the delay of the 
Republican-Socialist combination in com- 
ing to a struggle did not suffice, the de- 
clarations of some of its eminent mem- 
bers could not leave the least doubt as 
to the policy which the combination was 
to pursue. On April S) Manuel Azana 
made the following special statement for 
"Workers' Solidarity"; "It has been 
agreed that the participation of the 
workers will not turn aside the political 
revolution, by changing it into a social 
revolution. Besides, what they call the 
Communist danger is no reason for re- 
signing ourselves to the present regime 
and letting it continue." 

Cafi these words, if properly under- 
stood, have more than one meaning? 
No ; it is clear that the leaders of the 
C. N. T. took advantage of the meaning 
which they had for the revolutionary 
musses influenced by anrchism. The av- 
ersion to Communism, which the leaders 
of the U. N. T. tried so hard to maintain, 
was in this case a source of deception for 
the workers themselves. The revolution- 
ary workers who were against Commun- 



plorable echo in the working class. The 
socialist and anarchist leadership of 
our workers' movement, which had de- 
livered up the whrtle revolution to the 
bourgeoisie, made its faults still worse 
on the change of regime. If the soc- 
ialists and anarchists, for separate rea- 
sons, immediately deprived the proletar- 
iat of any class action, they devoted 
themselves immediately to presenting as 
a victory what was only the result ot 
their mistakes. 

On the proclamation of the Republic, 
the working class received nothing but 
poison from all sides. "At one stroke, 
and with dizzying speed, Spain has 
placed itself at the head of Europe and 
perhaps of the world", said Workers' 
Solidarity on April 16. It took all the 
vulgarity of anarchism to interpret the 
situation in such a manner. What a 
grotesque meaning have certain words of 
Workers' Solidarity today! 

"Our attitude is one of full except a- 
tton and hope. Even if the opposite may 
seem to be the case, the political per- 
spective of the moment represents a good 
promise for the working class" (April 
17). 

"We are convinced that the blow which 
has been struck at Spanish reaction will 
throw into the abyss of death the fasc- 
ism of Europe and America" (April 18). 

The leaders of the C. N'. T. gave the 
workers an interpretation which was the 



ism repudiated it as a working-class 
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| A Series of Articles on Spain I 

= Beginning with the next issue, the Militant will commence the publication | 
§ of a series of articles on _the present situation in revolutionary Spain, byl 
| Max Shachtnran, editor of the Militant. Comrade Shachtman has just returned^ 
| from two months In Europe, part of which was occupied with a visit to Spain. | 
1 In both Madrid and Barcelona, he had the opportunity of speaking with pro-g 
S minent and authoritative spokesmen of the socialist, anarchist, syndicalist, 
I Catalonian nationalist and Communist movements, and to view .the general 
| situation at close range. The series of articles will deal with the economic 
I conditions of the workers under the republican regime, the possibilities of 
| a socialist government, the struggle in the trade union movement between the 
3 conflicting political tendencies, the interesting dispute developing between the 
| anarchists and the syndicalists in the -National Confederation of Ijabor, the 
I situation in the Communist party, the Maurin group, and the I*eft Opposition, 
§ and so forth. Our readers are urged to watch for these articles every week 
| and to call the attention of other workers to them, 
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opposite of the truth of the Spanish rev- 
olution. The one thing that was not 
struck down in Spain wus reaction. The 



tendency. But when the bourgeoisie 
talks of '"Communist danger" it does not 
refer to a struggle among tendencies, 
which it generally neither understands 
nor distinguishes, but to the working 
class all together, to the danger of a 
social revolution. 

Change In Spain Reactionary 

The bourgeoisie, without losing its 
fears, was abandoning the monarchy in 
proportion as the combination kept les- 
sening the distance between monarchy 
and the ^-evoluttfion. Finally .the rap- 
prochement of the two camps was so 
close than in view of the municipal elec- 
tions of April 12 the bourgeois politic- 
ians, who were defending their class 
against the monarchist entrench mentis, 
understood that all resistance was useless 
and harmful. If the Republic was in- 
stalled in Spain almost unanimously it 
was because the bourgeoisie saw the 
possibility of effecting the change almost 
without losses. Tile pacific and orig- 
inal manner in which the change of re- 
gime was effected in Spain proves the 
profoundly reactionary character of the 
change. In reality it was the monarchy 
that w«s saved. Neither the interests 
which the fallen regime sheltered, nor 
its most representative men, suffered a 
major damage. The whole monarchy 
l>eeame republican to save itself. Even 
the king conducted himself, in a way, 
as a sympathizer. 

Moreover, if the change o£ regime as 
it was realized was the natural result 
of the deeply reactionary downward 
slope which the revolution had taken, 
at the -very beginning of the change the 
bourgeoisie found an excellent opportun- 
ity to emphasize to the full the reac- 
tionary character of the Republic. Tha 
fact that the Republic had been install- 
ed without violence and as a result of 
a few elections, provoked throughout the 
country the greatest democratic confus- 
ion ever recorded in history. 

A revolution which was pacific because 
it was no revolution, but the most per- 
fect maneuver that the bourgeoisie could 
have executed in the face of a revolu- 
tionary situation, found the most de- 
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monarchist elements scarcely suffered 
punishment from the Republic. On the 
other band, the working ciass, when it 
began to show itself as such, was the 
object of the most brutal repression. On 
the 1st of May, that is, a fortnight after 
the proclamation of the Republic, the 
repression began. In Barcelona and in 
Bilbao the police force was aimed at the 
workers. 

The promptness with which the Pro- 
visional Government called the Constitu- 
ent Assembly was in response to the 
need of profiting by the prestige which 
the Republican -Socialist combination en- 
joyed. The halo thu's created assured it 
the monopoly of the Asemhly. It was in 
the interests of the bourgeoisie that the 
Republic was fixed up by means o£ the 
combination, which also made the elec- 
toral law. Things were so organized 
that all groups apart from the combina- 
tion could scarcely influence the progress 
of the Assembly. 

The Deception of the Cortes Left 

The distinguishing feature of the com- 
bination has been the complete subordin- 
ation of the Left wing to the Bight, which 
makes the organization even more decep- 
tive. 'When the elections were held, 
the working masses and the middle class 
of our country were being radicalized. 
Within the combination, this was reflect- 
ed in the growth of the Left wing, and 
above all, in the Socialist Patry, which 
is the most numerous group. Still, in 
the Assembly, Uie internal mechanism of 
the combination was put into motion, 
and then we saw that the one who gave 
orders was the Right wing. 

The Assembly txgan to play a most in- 
decent farce. The bills presented were 
almost ultra-Left. In the course of the 
discussions they were constantly mutil- 
ated. If at the last minute there still 
remained anything that the right wing 
considered dangerous, Senor Aleala Zam- 
ora would intervene and "create clarity". 

These results could not be justified by 
the composition of the Assembly, since 
the Left elements were in the majority ; 
they were explained by the manner in 
which the Assembly functioned. The 
Lefts seM, "Since this Government is a 
mixture of tendencies we must submit, 
we must work out compromise formulas". 
In the name of formulas of agreement, 
we notice that although there is a left 
majority in the Assembly, these lefts are 
politcally impotent 

The left elements of the combination 
are only the tools which the right uses 
for its own advantage. For this the Re- 
publican-Socialist combination was creat- 
ed. If It had not fulfilled this function, 
the Right would have dissolved it. At 
all difficult moments, the coalition was 
in danger of being broken up. At ttoe 
time when the religious question was be- 
ing discussed, for instance, if the soc- 
ialists had defended the point of view 
of the projected Constitution, it would 
have won in the Assembly, and all the 
rights, including the radicals, Maura 
and Zamora, would have undertaken an 
open fight against the Constitution and 
the Assembly. 



The deceptive role which was repre- 
sented by the elements of the Left 
created the necessity of compelling the 
socialists to form a homogeneous Gov- 
ernment. This slogan, given out by us, 
was poorly understood even by the Com- 
munists. The Workers' and Peasants' 
Bloc called it reactionary. Trying to 
adopt a revolutionary position, the Bloc 
gave out a slogan which seems a joke ; 
it announced itself in favor of a Govern- 
,ment of Pestana-Vallina-Peiro. 

The progress which the bourgeoisie 
has made are shown by the fact that 
now it dares to take off its mask. The 
same bourgeoisie, which took such pains' 
at the begeinning to cloak itself in soc- 
ialism and radical-socialism, now feels 
it necessary to get rid of the subaltern 
personnel. It is natural that the latter 
should resist the abandonment of its 
privileged position, and propose coalition 
Governmente.; so long- as the Assembly 
exists, the reaction will govern through 
a coalition Government. The short space 
of time left for the Assembly is the last 
concession that the bougeoisle makes to 
his assistance. 

The Liquidation of the Left 

The political liquidation of the Left, 
of which we can speak as if it were an 
accomplished fact, was accomplished, 
not by the revolutionary offensive of the 
working class, but it was the bourgeoisie 
that got rid of this tool after baring used 
it to the full. The bourgeoisie has made 
a step forward, and if the situation de- 
mands, can come back to using success- 
fully bourgeois radicalism, since no rev- 
olutionary force has arisen to take its 
place, since it has not been liquidated in 
a revolutionary manner. The revolution- 
ary liquidation of the bourgeois left and 
of socialism must be carried out now, 
taking advantage of its political decad- 
ence, not letting it— deceive the workers 
into trying out its demagogic radicalism 
as an opposition. 

Communism, which, we can say, has 
not figured or known how to figure in 
the revolution, must make up for lost 
time by a broad policy of unification of 
the working class. In the new phase of 
the class struggle, without fraud or con- 
cealment, the unity of the labor move- 
ment, the union of »I1 forces, will be the 
firm base on winch the offensive against 
the reeaction must support itself, and 
the only base one can bring the working 
class a sound revolutionary leadership. 
Now that the rn^v Communist bureau- 
cracy has done its best to convert the 
Soviets into a fetish which the masses 
feel to be out of reach, tiie Factory Com- 
mittees, even if they cannot fill the func- 
tion which the Soviet* did in Russia, 
must nevertheless he the place for the 
united front of the workers. 
Madrid, December, 1931 

— L. PKRSEN. 
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Opposition in England 
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Party Members Form Nucleus to Fight for Leninism 
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On December 10 of last ycav, a group 
of members of the Communist Party of 
Great Britain who have been active in 
it for years, met in London to constitute 
formally the English section of the In- 
ternational Left Opposition. 

■The absence of such a formally or- 
ganised and active group of Opposition- 
ists in England has always been felt 
acutely in our rahks, not only because 
of bhe general need of extending the in- 
fluence and strength of the Marxian 
wing in all countries, hut because in 
England specifically the official Commun- 
ist party has, in relation to its strength 
and to the magnificent possibilities for 
revolutionary growth that the situation 
has offered, outdone itself to pile defeat 
upon error and error upon defeat. More 
than ten years of official British Com- 
munism have elapsed today without the 
party having yet ,mttde> « deep impression 
upon the proletariat. The striking de- 
cline of British imperialism has barely, if 
at all, been accelerated by the revolu- 
tionary activity that the British party 
should have displayed. The unexampled 
movement of the British workers in 
Ihe coal and general strikes of 1!'^1 sim- 
ply swept over the English party without 
depositing anything but the thinnest lay- 
er of new strength upon it, a layer 
which, moreover, it promptly proceeded 
to lose. From the disgraceful record of 
the first and even the second Labor gov- 
ernment, the parly has been able to 
make only Ihe smallest minimum of 
capital among the working class. Even 
now, when a section of the British work- 
ers are being driven by the contradic- 
tions of capitalism, driven by the hun- 
dreds to join the parly, indicating by 
the flow lo Communism which takes 
place in spite of the Stalinist bureau- 
cracy that the revolutionary standard 
is capable of attracting the most ad- 
vanced workers — even now, the party 
acts largely as a sieve into which the 
hundreds of new Communist workers 
come only to drop out in almost equal 
numbers after a brief stay. 

The grave crisis of the ruling class 
and its institutions is convulsing the 
latter in every one of its - parts. And 
in this process, such institutions as the 
Labour party and the Independent Lab- 
our Party shi.w the:.isel\i.< :o he very 



New Trotsky Pamphlet Coming 



WE ARE ABOUT TO GO TO PRESS 
with a new pamphlet by comrade Trotsky. 
It is entitled: GERMANY— THE KEY 
TO THE INTENATIONAL SITUATION 
—SHALL FASCISM REALLY BE VIC- 
TORIOUS? This latest work of the lead- 
er of the Left Opposition fulfills the 
most burning need of the moment for the 
revolutionary movement of the entire 
world. It analyses in clear and distinct 
strokes, the problems facing Communism 
and offers the Bolshevik solution to 

thetn. 

The Communist International, the van- 
guard of the whole international working 
class is approaching a decisive histor- 
ical task in Germany. Every month, 
every week, every day brings us closer 
to the critical moment. In 1023, the de- 
feat of the German proletariat inaug- 
urated a sweep of reaction that affected 
the working class of every capitalist 
country and served as a brake on the 
stormy davance of the post-war revolu- 
tionary movement. % Today, we are con- 
fronted with a similarly decisive situa- 
tion in Germany. 

The forces of Hitlerism, the prospective 
butchers of the German workers, are con- 
tinually growing. World imperialism, 
seized in the grip of an unprecedented 
economic crisis, is casting ravishing and 
greedy glances at the Soviet Republic in 
the" East. These two processes are not 
divorced from one another. It lies in 
their very character for each to aid and 
abet the another. 



revolution, must consider it his duty to 
obtain a copy of the latest work of Lean 
Trotsky and to read it carefully. The 
fate of the world revolution is at stake. 
Let no genuine revolutionary stand aside. 
Every worker and Communist must 
get a copy 10c per copy'; 7 cents in bun- 
dles) of' GERMANY— THE KEY TO 
THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION. 
Order through Pioneer Publishers, S4 
East 10th Street, New York, N. Y. 



CHICAGO 

Open Forum 

Every Sunday, 3 p.m. 

JANUARY 17 By JOHN EDWARDS 

OX 
"LEMN & MARXISM" 
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at 

HALL, 1435 NO. WESTERN AVE. 

Auspices: Chicago Branch, Communist 
League of America (Opposition). 



quickly affected. \n both of them,' and 
particularly in the last-named, there 1b 
a growing discontentment with the lead- 
ers and their policies. Especially in the 
I. L. 1". are there now tremendous possi- 
bilities for winning thousands of good 
revolutionary militants who are in its 
ranks. But iu face of these possibilities, 
Ihe Communist party, held iu the strait- 
jacket of Stalinism by its Rusts and 
i'ollitts, merely skims the very thinnest 
surface and disdainfully iguores the real 
opportunities which are offered it. 

With the British situation as a whole, 
and with the position of the British 
party, we shall soon have occasion to 
deal in gioaler detail. But even these 
brief and sketchy comments, together 
with what is now general knowledge 
about the state of affairs, demonstrate 
plentifully the need and the prospects 
for growth of a well-knit section of the 
Left < )pposition in England. 

Small as our young British section 
is at its com men cement, the Left Opposi- 
tion -has been rsignally fortunate in win- 
ning to its banner a good group of active 
militants who do not seek in the ranks of 
our movement a safe refuge from the 
class struggle, as have many in the past 
who sought to cover up their own re- 
tirement from the revolution with the 
prestige and the great tradition of our 
movement. On the contrary, our Eng- 
lish group is composed of party mem- 
bers who are not only well known for 
their activities in the movement hut 
whose adherence to the Opposition is a 
continuation on a higher plane and in 
an organized manner of a struggle 
against bureaucratism and opportunism 
which they have conducted, under other 
forms, in the recent past of the party. 

Every one of the comrades who came 
together to con-stitute the group — with 
perhaps one exception — is a meluber of 
the parly and, without fearing the con- 
sequences which Phe Stalinists nowadays 
imose upon the struggle for the ideas of 
Marx and Lenin, they are determined to 
carry on the fight within the party and, 
atiall events, as a faction of the Com- 
munist party. By this alone, the English 
Opposition describes a clear line of de- 
marcation between itself and those dil- 
letanfes and children of fantasy who 
have, in England, sometimes taken the 
name of the Opposition, for a thousand 
and one reasons l but not for a single one 
which justified the assumption. On the 
fringes of the movement in England— as 
everywhere else — are a number of tiny 
little sects, stewing hopelessly and in 
quiet isolation iu the stale juice of their 
own superiority; individuals and indiv- 
idualists; in short, opportunists, do-noth- 
ings, sectarians of all kinds who have 
painted themselves up with the colors of 
the Opposition in the expectation that 
it would not c.nly obligate them to noth- 
ing serious but that it would relieve 
them of a slashing criticism and separa- 
tion from the Left Opposition. Of this 
too we shall have another occasion to 
speak. 

The group has decided to issue a bul- 
letin immediately, in preparation for the 
printed paper to come. The group, which 
was constituted with "the aid of a repre- 
sentative of the International Secretar- 
iat who was present decided to establish, 
relations with the latter body 
ately. 



ST* LOUIS 



ST. LOUIS— An Open Forum is being 

— conducted each Friday evening ny the St. 

In the meantime, the German working t u>ui ^ u rant .h of the Communist League 



class remains divided. The social dem- 
ocrats still have a free haw! in their de- 
ception of the workers. The Stalinist 
leaders of the Communist party, only 
yesterday the bold prophets of the "third 
period", are overcome with panic by the 
growth of the Fascists. They are falling 
into passivity, squirming helplessly and 
resorting to futile ejaculations. The sit- 
uation Is not lost yet, but the German 
Communist party, and with it the whole 
Communist International, is in danger of 
committing a blunder as tremendous in 
its consequences as the defeat of 1923. 

Every Communist, every serious rev- 
olutionary worker .must consider it his 
duty to pay the closest attention to what 
is now going on in Germany. Every con- 
scientious proletarian fighter must keep 
his eyes peeled, use the utmost objec- 
tivity in his judgment. 

In his new pamphlet, the leader of the 
first Red Army, the closest co-worker of 
Lenin, is appealing to all the worker 
Commuirists. What he has to say is of 
extraordinary historical importance. Ev- 
ery member of the Communist party, 
every sympathizer of Communism who is 
sincerely attached to the cause of the 



of America (Opposition] at the Crunden 
Branch Library, 14th it Cass Aves. The 
first of the open forums at whieh com- 
rade George Roberts spoke, was on "I'u- 
employment and the Unity of the work- 
ing class". All meetings, unless other- 
wise indicated, begin at 7:30 P. M. The 
list of Open Forum meetings is as fol- 
lows: 

Friday, January 15, 1932: Speaker- 
Martin Payer on "Tom Mooney and the 
Frame-Un System". 

Friday, January 22, 1932: Speaker- 
George Hoherts on "Is Socialism In One 
Country Possible?" 

Friday, January 29, 1932: Speaker- 
John Scott on "Fascism or Communism 
in Germany." 

The Admission is free AH workers 
are cordially invited. 
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EXPIRATION OF SUBSCRIPTION 

if the number of your wrapper is 97 
or under, your subscription has expired. 
To ensure that you do not miss a single 
issue of The Militant, send in your re- 
newal immediately to The Militant, 84 
East 10th St., New York, X. Y. 

Sunday, January 10, 1932: "Tom 
Mooney and the American Frame-Up 
System;" Speaker: Carl Cowl. 



Young Spartacus can be purchased at 
all newsstands, bookstores, meetings, etc. 
where The Militant is now sold. If you 
are unable to get a copy at these places, 
write to Young Spartacus, 84 East 10th 
Street, New York, N. Y. 



Entertainment 

In New York for 

Young Spartacus 

An Entertainment and Dance for the 
benefit of Young Spartacus, official organ 
of the Youth Section, Communist League 
of America (Opposition], will be held on 
Saturday, January 9th, 1932, beginning at 
S P. M., at the headquarters of the 
League, 84 East 10th Street. 

The Youth Committee in charge pro- 
mises a very lively and entertaining 
Musical and other features, as well as 
excellent refreshments have been pro- 
vided. All workers are cordially Invited 
to attend the Young Spartaeus enter- 
tainment, Saturday, January 9th. The 
affair is under the auspices of the New 
York Section of the Communist League 
(Opposition). 
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PROLETARIAN PARTY SPLIT 

Engels once wrote that every workers' 
party must necessarily develop in a pro- 
cess of internal struggle, according to 
the dialectical laws of development in 
general. This observation is again call- 
ed to mind by the factional struggle 
now taking .place in the ranks of the 
Proletarian Party. It is a sign of vital- 
ity that is well worth watching. For 
over a deca<le this sectarian off-shoot o£ 
American Communism devoted itself to 
a tranquil observation and "explanation" 
of social phenomena. The depression in 
the American labor movement during the 
period of prosperity, and the indifference 
of the workers to revolutionary propa- 
ganda which ensued from it, created spe- 
cial conditions for the existence of such 
a group. And this was further facilit- 
ated by the errors and exaggerations of 
tfte official Communist Party. The pseudo- 
Marxist policy of Keracher and Co. was 
a complement to Pepperistic adventur- 
ism. Thus a number of revolutionary 
workers were maneuvered onto a side- 
track. Everything was quiet in the Pro- 
letarian Party. Its leadership walled it 
off from the class struggle and from the 
fierce disputes which raged within the 
general Communist movement. 

By t.hnt state of affairs could only be 
temporary. The accentuation of the class 
struggle in the country, and the great 
conflicts over principle which have 
brought the world movement of Com- 
munism to a crisis, have posed questions 
which can no longer be evaded. Con- 
troversy is sweeping through the Ker- 
acher party like a tornado, making up 
In fury for its long postponement. Al- 
most overnight the Keracher group of 
leaders, who ask only for peace and 
quiet, have been confronted with a 
stormy internal struggle. Following the 
national convention of the organization, 
where criticism was smothered and all 
the burning questions of the moment 
wore evasive opportunism, an opposition 
has come to life and is waging a mili- 
tant struggle on a national scale. The 
opposition is publishing its own bulletin 
and has even gone so far as to project 
a national conference. A split appears 
to be the inevitable outcome of the con- 
flict. 

In fact, the split has already began. 
The leaders of the Proletarian Party, 
who I>orrow so much in principle from 
Stalinist revisionism, have revealed 
themselves also as apt pupils of the 
administrative methods. The criticisms 
of the opposition everywhere are being 
answered, not with arguments bat with 
expulsion. According to the ''Proletarian 
Opposition Bulletin" six of the leading 
oppositionists in Chicago 'have been ex- 
pelled and 2i> members 'have resigned 
from the Party. "Members of the N. 
B. C. are being sent out on a witch- 
smelling and heresy-hunting campaign, 
with power to expel, suspend, or other- 
wise punish members, without the form- 
ality of a "trial". Three members have 
been suspended and one expelled in Elk- 
hart, Indiana. The entire branch of 40 
at Buffalo has been expelled. At New 
York and other places secessions have 
taken place. 

The course of the opposition movement 
within the Proletarian Party remains 
unclear. It is quite obvious, from a 
reading of its campaign material, that 
the opposition has not yet undertaken to 
answer the main question which arises 
inevitably from its struggle against the 
leadership and policy of the party. That 
question is: Wlier* are we going, and 
why? "Proletarian Opposition Bulletin" 
Number 2, which we have at hand, dir- 
ects a sharp criticism against the bur- 
eaucratic regime within the party; it 
condemns the opportunistic election cam- 
paign in Detroit, and insists on a strug- 
gle for immediate demands on the ques- 
tion of unemployment. On all these 
points the opposition is undoubtedly in 
the right as against the leadership. But 
when all is said and done these ques- 
tions have a secondary imortance. They 
are by no means an adequate armament 
for a real political struggle. The op- 
position must equip itself with an all- 
around platform. It must take a posi- 
tion on the basic questions of principle, 
and make its tactical deductions accord- 
ingly. Otherwise it will not be able to 
avoid a rapid disintegration. Such a 
fate will threaten it immediately. 

One thing at least m«y be said with 
certainty ; the opposition cannot stand 
alone as an independent movement. 
Having made & decisive break with the 
sterile circle of Keraeherism — and this 
is a hign of its vital proletarian impulse 
— the opposition confronts the necessity 
of attaching itself to the living move- 
ment of Communism. This is the first 
and most pressing implication of the re- 
volt. With which faction will the new- 
grouping affiliate? — that is the question. 
Those whose seek to evade that question, 
who hold up the prospect of a "fourth" 
faction, can only deceive and mislead the 
movement. That is only the Keracher 
policy on a small scale ; and the present 
upheaval is, in the first place, a sign of 
the utter bankruptcy of this policy. The 
fact that a part of the insurgent elements 
in New York and other places have al- 
ready gone over to the Stalin faction, 
without waiting for the movement as a 
whole to clarify its policy, is a warning 
against temporizing and delay with this 
fundamental problem. 

To save the new movement, or at least 
a substantial part of it, from this fate 
is the task of the serious Communist 
elements within it. Keraeherism is only 
a weak sprout of Stalinism ; t&e ideology 
at bottom is fundamentally the same. A 
transfer of affiliation from the Proletar- 
ian Party to the, Stalin faction signifies 
nothing more than an organizational 
secession and a capitulation in principle. 



Every tendency to limit the opposition 
to the secondary tactical points is a pre- 
paration for such a debacle. A serious 
study and consideration of the great 
principle questions, and the adoption of 
a precise attitude toward them, are now 
indispensable for a fruitful outcome of 
the revolt in the Proletarian Party. 



A Letter to A Member of the German Conininnlst Party 



The Workers United Front against Fascism 



BOMBS FOR NEW YEAR'S 

It looks like a big year for the bomb 
and dynamite racket, if one can judge by 
the spectacular start that has been 
made by the people who specialize in it. 
The new year was ushered in with the 
loud explosion of a bomb in Pennsylv- 
ania, and by still noiser propaganda 
about other bombs which were found or 
planted or imagined in various parts of 
the country. Connected with this was 
the inevitable hue and cry about a con- 
spiracy of the Communists, the anti- 
fascists and other radicals. The bombs 
—it is claimed— were addressed to a 
number of the leading Fascists of the 
country. Of iourse, none of the Mus- 
solini agents were injured. They never 
are. The miraculous escape of the in- 
tended "victims" in these affairs is as 
unfailing as the change that the radical 
workers are the guilty parties. 

Nine times out of ten — or, better, 99 
times out of a hundred— this is the real 
meaning of the "discovery" of bombs 
and dynamite : to lay the ground for an 
■attack against the workers and to rail- 
road some individuals as an example. 
This Is American labor history. And the 
Mussolini regime has introduced this 
"American plan" all over Europe in the 
fight against the anti-Fascist movement. 
If we take the New Year's hulabaloo to- 
gether with the "dynamite plot" in the 
New York harbor rhere is every ground 
for the assumption that a 'new offensive 
against the workers, introduced with a 
series of typical frame-ups — is in pre- 
paration. 

The Dally Worker speaks of the latest 
bomb scare as the prelude to an attack 
on the Communist Party, and limits its 
concern and protest to that. If the new 
machinations take on real proportions a 
blow at the Party will undoubtedly be 
the objective. But the specific point of 
attack in the present instance 3cems to 
be the anti-Fascist movement; sind the 
New York harbor affair is aimed at the 
Tidewater Boatmen's Union. For our 
part, these circumstances do not in the 
least mitigate the danger nor the neces- 
sity of fighting the conspiracies. We are 
on the side of any worker, or any work- 
ers' organisation, regardless of its 
political complexion, in such a situation. 

Communists make a fatal error when 
fhey limit their protests to cases o£ dir- 
ect attack against their own party. Such 
qaoslong must be approachod from a 
principle, that is, from a class point of 
view. There is practical wisdom, also, 
in this attitude. The Communists can- 
not fight successfully alone against an 
onslaught of the capitalists. They need, 
the support of the working class. The 
more readiness they show to join in the 
defense of any workers' organization 
under attack the stronger become their 
own claims for similar support, and the 
more readily will they receive it. 

— J. P. C. 



"The working men have no country. 
We cannot take from them what they 
have not got Since the proletariat must 
first of all acquire political supremacy, 
imist rise to be the leading class of the 
nation, must constitute itself the nation, 
it is, so far, itself national, though not 
in the bourgeois sense of the word," 
Communist Manifesto. 



Minneapolis 
Open Forum 

Among the lecture arranged for forth- 
coming weeks at the Minnea olis Forum 
are the following: 

All meetings, unless otherwise men 
tioned are at 3 P. M.: 

Sunday, January 17, 1933: "Imperial- 
ism; What Next?. Speaker: Vincent li. 
Dunne. 

Sunday, January 24, 1933: DEBATE: 
"Socialism versus Communism". Speak- 
ers : O. P. Vietorian, representing the 
Socialist Party against Carl Cowl 
representing Communist League of Am- 
erica {Opposition). 

Sunday, January 31, 1932: "The Pro- 
posed Railroad Wage Reductions" 

Speaker: C. R. Hedlund. 

All these lectures and debates will be 
held at the Workers Open Forum, 1530 
East Franklin Ave., Minneapolis, Minn. 

The Admission Is free. 
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(Continued from pace 1) 
rule, but now, under the given condi- 
tions, in the coming mojiths and weeks. 
Thaelmann Considers the Victory of 
Fascism Inevitable 

A correct policy is necessary in order 
to achieve victory. That is, we need a 
policy appropriate to the present situa- 
tion, to the present relationship of forces 
and not to a situation that may develop 
in one, two or three years, when the 
question of power will have been decide. 1 
for a long time. 

The whole misfortune lies in the 
fact that the policy of the Central Com- 
mittee of the German Communist Party, 
in part consciously and in part unconsci- 
ously, derives from the recognition of the 
inevitability of a Fascist victory. In 
fact, in the appeal for the "Red United 
Front" published on November 29, 1931, 
the Central Committee of the Commun- 
ist Party of Germany, starts out with 
the idea that it is impossible to vanquish 
Fascism withou't first defeating the soc- 
ial democracy. This same idea, Thael- 
mann repeats in all possible shades in 
his article. Is this idea correct? On 
the historical scale it is uncondition- 
ally correct. But that does not at all 
mean that with its aid, that is, by simple 
repetition, one can solve the questions of 
0»e day. An idea, correct from the point 
of view of revolutionary strategy as a 
whole, turns into a lie and at that irfto 
a reactionary lie, if it is not translated 
into the langu'age of tactics. Is it cor- 
rect that iji order to destroy unemploy- 
ment nnd misery it is first necessary to 
destroy capitalism? It is correct. Put 
only a hopeless fool can draw the con- 
clusions therefrom, that we do not 
have to fight already today, with all of 
our forces, against these measures wits 
the aid of which capitalism is increasing 
-the misery of the workers. 

Can we expect that the Communist 
Party will in the course of the next 
few months defeat t>oth the social dem- 
ocracy and Fascism? No normally think- 
ing person who can read and calculate 
would risk 3ueh a contention. Politic- 
ally, the question is posed in the follow- 
ing manner : Can we successfully repel 
Fascism in the course of the next few 
months, that is, with the existence of a 
greatly reduced, buf*still (unfortunately) 
very strong social democracy? The Cen- 
tral Committee replies in the negative. 
In other words, Thaelmann considers the 
victory of Fascism inevitable. 

Once Again: The Russian Experiences 

In order, to express my thought as celar- 
iy and as concretely as possible I will 
come back once mom to the experience 
with the Kornilov uprising. On August 26 
(old style) 1917, General Kornilov led his 
Cossack troops and one irregular division 
against Petrograd. At the helm of power 
there stood at that time: Kerensky, lac- 
key of the bourgeoisie and three-quarters 
an ally of Kornilov, Lenin was still in 
hiding because of the accusation that he 
was in the service of the Hohenzollerns. 
on the same accusation, I was at that 
time incarcerated in solitary coniinement 
in the Kresty Prison. How did the Bol- 
shevik! proceed in this question? They 
also had a right to say: "In order to de- 
feat the Korniloviade we must lirst de- 
feat the Kerenskiade". They said this 
more than once, for it was correct and 
necessary for tlie entire further propa- 
ganda. But that was entirely insufficient 
ground not to put up a resistance on 
August 26, and on the following days 
against Kornilov and to prevent him 
from butchering the Petrograd proletar- 
iat. The Bolsheviki did not for that 
reason content themselves with a gener- 
al appeal to the workers and soldiers 
lo break with the conciliators and sup- 
port the red united front of the Bol- 
sheviki. No, .the Bolsheviki proposed the 
united front struggle to the Mensheviks 
and the Social- Revolutionaries and 
created together with them common or- 
ganizations of struggle. Was this cor- 
rect or incorrect? Let Thaelmann give 
me an answer to this question. In order 
to show much more boldly, how matters 
stood with the united front, I will cite 
the following incident : Immediately upon 
my release from solitary confinement, 
after the trade unions had put up bail 
for me, I went directly to the Committee 
for National Defence, where I discussed 
and voted decisions regarding the strug- 
gle against Kornilov with the Menshevik 
Dan and the Social -Revolutionary Gotz, 
the allies of Kerensky who had imprison- 
ed me. Was this correct or was it 
wrong? Let Remmele answer this 
question for me. 

Is Bruening the "Lesser Evil"? 

The social democracy supports Bruen- 
ing, votes for him, assumes the responsi- 
bility for him before the masses — on the 
basis that Che Bruening Government is 
the "lesser evil". The Rote Fahne at- 
tempts to ascribe the same view to me 
—-on the basis that I expressed myself 
against the stupid and shameful partici- 
pation of the Communists In the Hitler 
referendum. But "have the German Left 
Opposition and myself in particular de- 
manded that the Communists vote for 
and support Bruening? We Marxists re- 
gard Bruening and Hitler, together with 
Braun as component parts of one and 
the same system. The question, which 
one of them is the "lesser evil", has no 
sense, for the system against which we 
are fighting needs all these elements. But 
these elements are momentarily involved 
in conflicts with one another and the 
party of the proletariat must take ad- 
vantage of these conflicts in the inter- 
est of the revolution. 

There are seven keys in the musical 
scale. The question which of these keys 
is "better" : Do, Re or Sol is a senseless 
question. But tie- musician must know 



Where Lies the Mistake in the Present Policy of the 
German Communist Party 



when to strike and what keys to strike. 
The abstract question as to who is the 
lesser evil: Bruening or Hitler— is just 
as senseless. It is necessary to know 
which of these keys to strike. Is that 
clear? For the weak-minded let us cite 
another example. When one of my en- 
emies sets before me small daily portions 
of poison and the second, on the other 
hand, is about to shoot straight, at me, 
then I will first knock the revolver 
out of the hand of my second enemy, 
for this gives me an opportunity to get 
rid of my first enemy. Rut that does not 
at all mean that the poison is a "'le-iser 
evil" in comparison to the revolver. 

The misfortune consists precisely of 
the fact that the leaders of Ihe Herman 
Communist Party have placed themselves 
on the same ground as the social democr 
acy only with inverted prefixes: Ihe Soe 
ial democracy votes for Bruening, re- 
cognizing in him the * lesser evil. The 
Communists on the other hand, who re- 
fuse to trust either Braun or Bruening 
in any way (and that is absolutely the 
correct way of acting), in the meantime 
go into the streets to support Hitler's 
referendum, that is, the attempt, of the 
Fascists to overthrow Bruening. But in 
this they themselves have recognized in 
Hitler the lesser evil, for the victory of 
tlie referendum would not have brought 
the proletariat into power but Hitler. To 



life and death for the working class. 

We Must Force the Social Democracy 
Into A Block Against the Fascists 

The misfortune is, that in the Central 
Committee of (he Communist Party there 
are many frightened opportunists 
They have heard that opportunism con 
sists of a love for blocks, and that is why 
they are against blocks.* They do not 
understand the difference between, let 
us say, a parliamentary agreement an<f 
an ever-so modest agreement for a strug- 
gle in a strike or in the defense oi work- 
ers' printshops against Fascist bands. 

Election agreements, parliamentary 
compromises concluded between the rev- 
olutionary party and the social demo- 
cracy serve, as a rule, to the advantage 
of the social democracy. Practical agree- 
ments for mass action, for purposes of 
struggle are always of use to the revolu- 
tionary party. The Anglo-Russian Com- 
mittee was on im permissible type of 
block of two leaderships on one com- 
mon political platform, vague, deceptive, 
binding no one to any sort of action. 
The maintenance of this block at the 
t ime of tlie General Strike, when the 
General Council assumed the role of 
strike-breaker, signified on the part of 
the Stalinists, a policy of betrayal. 

No common platform with the social 
democracy, or with the leaders of the 
German trade unions, no common puli- 
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Uommunism or Fascism in Germany ?\ 

We cannot emphasize too strongly the importance of the developments | 
that are now unfolding in the class struggle in Germany to paraphrase the | 
warnings contained in the recent studies of comrade Trotsky: Unless thel 
leaders of the Communist Party of Germany make a sharp turn away from! 
:heir present attitude, the fate not only of the German revolution but of thel 
international working class will be eastastrophically determined for a long I 
time to come. It is toward the end of imposing the execution of tnis turn! 
that every class conscious worker, every Communist militant, and above all | 
the lighter in the Left Opposition, must direct all energies at the present mo- 1 
ment. Everywhere, at every meeting, in every revolutionary organization, a 
the workers must he made aware of the terrific situation which is being I 
created. Every opportunity must be taken to arouse the Communist workers 1 
in particular to the need of acting as revolutionists, that is, of intervening! 
in the spirit of internationalism, of demanding that the course of the Ger- 1 
man Communists shall be steered towards victory over Fascism instead of | 
towards an ignominous defeat and annihilation. 1 

The official Stalinist press, with that national self-centcredness which | 
_ has characterized it in recent years, pays little or no attention to the German 5 
§ events. Brief and boastful dispatches, dealing with trifling episodes, are their | 
| sole contribution to the burning problems that cry out for solution. True! 
| to all the best, traditions and teachings of revolutionary Marxism, we, on thel 
| other hand, are putting the question as it must be put if victory and not | 
g defeat is to be the outcome of the stirring battles that are imminent in 5 
| Germany. I 

| This second contribution to the question by comrade Trotsky which is| 
I printed liere is not our first word and will not be our last. Every opportun- 1 
3 ist, every revolutionary worker concerned with the triumph of our greats 
5 cause, will henceforward place all emphasis on the subject which is so richly | 
§ and so instructively illuminated by our exiled leader. The task of defending | 
| and advancing the interests of the militant proletariat has fallen once morel 
| to the little group of Marxists organized in our ranks. Great historical! 
| battles, like the Russian revolution, and now like the German struggle, are| 
= infallible touc lis tones. Let us prove equal to the test. I 
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be sure, it is painfifl to have to argue licatious, banners, placards! 'March sep- 
arately, but strike unitedly! Agree only 
how to strike, whom to strike, and when 
to strike! Such an agreement can be 
concluded even with the devil himself, 
with his grandmother and even with 
Noske and Crzezinsky. On one condi- 
tion: not to bind one's own hands. 
■ It is necessary, withont any delay fin- 
ally to elaborate a practical system of 
measures— not with the «fm of merely 
"exposing" the social democracy (before 
the Communists), but with the aim of 
actual struggle against Fascism. The 
question of factory defense organizations, 
of unhampered activity on the part 
of the factory councils, the inviol- 
ability of the workers organizations 
and institutions, the question of ar- 
senals that may be seized by the 
Fascists, the question of measures in the 
case of an emergency, that is, of the co- 
ordination of the actions of the Com- 
munist and tlie social democratic divi- 
sions in the struggle, etc., etc., must be 
dealt with in this program. 

In the struggle against Fascism, the 
factory councils occupy an enormously 
important position. Here a particularly 
precise program of action Is necessary. 
Kvery factory must become an anti-fasc- 
ist bulwark, with its own commandants 
and its own battalions. It Ls necessary 
to have a mep of the Fascist armories 
and all other Fascist strong-'holds, in 
every city and in every district. The 
Fascists are attempting to encircle the 
revolutionary strong-holds. The encircl- 
ers must be encircled ! On this basts, a 
pact with the social .democratic and 
trade union organizations is not only per- 
missable, but a duty. To reject this for 
reasons of ■•principle" (in reality be- 
cause of bureaucratic stupidity, or what 
is still worse, because of cowardice) is 
to give direct and immediate aid to 
Fascism. 

A practical program of agreements 
with the social democratic workers, we 
proposed as far back as September, 1930, 
(The Turn in ttie Comintern and the 
Situation in Germany, published by the 
Militant), that is, a year and a quarter 
ago. What has the leadership undertak- 
en in this direction? Next to nothing. 
The Central Committee of the Communist 
Party has taken up everything except 
that which forms its direct tasks. How 
much valuable, irrevocable time has been 
lost. Truly, there is not much lime left. 
The program of action must be strictly 
practical, strictly objective, to the point, 
without any of those artificial "claims" 



such A. B. C. questions, I t is sad, 
very sad indeed, when musicians like 
Remmele, instead of distinguishing be- 
tween the keys, stamp with their boots 
on the key-board. 

It is not a Question of the Workers Who 

Have Already Left the Social 

Democracy But of Those Who 

Still Remain With It. 

The thousands upon thousands of 
Noskes, Weiss, Hilferdings, prefer, in 
the last analysis. Fascism to Commun- 
ism. But for that they must once and 
for all tear themselves loose from the 
workers. Today this is not yet Ihe case. 
Today the social democracy as a whole, 
with all its internal antagonisms, is 
forced into sharp conflicts with the 
Fascists. Our task consists of taking 
advantage of these -conflicts and not of 
uniting the antagonists against us. 

The front must be directed against 
Fascism at the present time. And I his 
common front of direct struggle ugainst 
Fascism, involving the entire prole- 
tariat, must be utilized in the flank at- 
tacks against the social democracy, which 
are for all that no less effective. 

It is necessary in fact, to show com- 
plete readiness to make a block with the 
social democrats against the Fascists in 
all cases in which they will accept a 
block. To say to the social democratic 
workers: "Throw your leaders aside and 
join our 'non-party' united front", means 
to add just one more hollow phrase to 
a thousand ottiers. It is necessary to be 
able to tear the workers away from their 
leaders in reality. But reality today is 
—the struggle against Fascism. There 
are and doubtless will be social dem- 
ocratic workers who are prepared to fight 
hand in hand with the Communist work- 
ers against the Fascists, regardless of 
the desires or even against the desires of 
the social democratic organizations. With 
such progressive elements it is obviously 
necessary to establish the closest possi- 
ble contact. At the present time, how- 
ever, they are not great in number. The 
German worker has been raised in the 
spirit of organization and of discipline. 
Tnis 'has its strong as well as its weak 
sides. The overwhelming majority of 
the social democratic workers will fight 
against the Fascists, but — for the pre- 
sent at least — only together with their 
organizations. This stage cannot be 
skipped. We must aid the social dem- 
ocratic workers by deeds — in his new and 
extraordinary situation — in testing the 
value of their organizations and lead- 
ers at this time, when it is a matter of^ without any after- thoughts, so that every 



average social democratic worker- can 
say to himself: What the Communists 
propose is completely indispensible in 
the struggle against Fascism. On this 
basic condition it is possible to pull the 
social democratic workers along with 
us by our example and to criticize their 
leaders who will iuevitubly serve as a 
check and a brake. Only in this way is 
victory possible. 

A Good Quotation from Lenin. 

The present day epigones, that is, the 
thoroughly b:id disciples of Lenin, like 
to fill up their gaps on every occasion 
that offers itself with— often entirely ir- 
relevant — quotations. -For ihe Marxists, 
the question is not decided by a quotation 
but by means of a correct method. It 
one is guided by correct methods, it is 
not hard to also find the fitting quota- 
tions. After I had drawn the above 
analogy with the Kornilov insurrection, 
I said to myself: We can probably find 
a theoretical explanation for our block 
with Hie conciliators in the struggle 
against Kornilov, in Lenin. And actual- 
ly, here is what I found in the sceond 
part of volume XIV of the Russian edi- 
tion, in a letter of Lenin to the Central 
Committee, written at the beginning of 
September, 1917: 

"Even at the present it is not our duty 
t,j support the Kerensky Government. 
That would be unprincipled. Someone 
asked: then we are not to fight against 
Kornilov? Naturally, we are. Rut that 
is not one and the same thing. There is 
a limit to this. It is being transgressed 
by many Bolsheviks who full into "con- 
ciliationism" and allow themselves to be 
driven by the current of events. 

"W e shall fight, we do fight against 
Kornilov but we do not support Keren- 
sky, we are uncovering his weaknesses. 
The distinction is very delicate, but high- 
ly important, and must not lie forgotten. 

"Wherein does the change of our tac- 
tics, after the Kornilov insurrection, 
consist ? 

"In this, (hat the forms of struggle 
against Kerensky vary. Without dim- 
inishing our hostility against him even by 
one note, without taking back one word 
from what wj; have said against, him, 
without rejecting the task of overthrow- 
ing Kerensky. we say : We must calculate 
the .moment, we will not overthrow Ker- 
ensky at present. We approach the ques- 
tion of the struggle against him differ- 
ently and namely: by explaining the 
weaknesses and vacillations of Kerensky 
before the people, (who. are fighting 
against Kornilov)'". 

We are proposing nothing different 
from this: complete independence of 
the Communist organizations and press, 
complete freedom of Communist critic- 
ism, the siime for the social democracy 
and the trade unions. To allow the free- 
dom of the Communist Party to be lim- 
ited (for example, in the manner of 
the entrance into the Kno Miu Tang) 
only despicahle opportunists are capable 
of. Our place is not among them. 

T*here is nothing to bike back from our 
criticism of the social democracy. Noth- 
ing to forget of all tiiat has been. The 
entire historical account, including tlie 
account for Karl Licbkueeht and Rosa 
Luxemburg will be presented in time, as 
we Russian Bolsheviks also presented It 
finally to the Mensheviks and -Social 
Revolutionaries as a general accounting 
for the baiting, slander, imprisonment 
and murder carried, on against workers, 
soldiers and peasants. 

But we presented our general account 
to them months after we had utili«ed the 
partial amounting between Kerensky and 
Kornilov, between the "democrats" and 
the Fascists— and at that in order to re- 
pel the Fascists with all the more cer- 
tainty. Only thanks to this circumstance, 
were we able to be victorious. 
♦ ♦ ♦ 

'When the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Germany adopts the 
position expressed in the lines of Lenin 
quoted above, the entire approach to the 
social democratic masses and the trade 
union organizations will change with one 
blow: Instead of the articles and speech- 
es which are convincing only to those 
people who are already convinced with- 
out them, the agitators will find a com- 
mon language with'new hundreds of thou- 
sands and millions of workers. The 
differentiation within the social democra- 
cy will proceed in rapid tempo. The 
Fascists will soon begin to Feel that their 
tasks consist not only of defeating Bruen- 
ing, Braun and Wels, but in taking up 
the open struggle against tiie entire 
working class. On this plane, a deep 
differentiation will inevitably begin with- 
in Fascism. Only by this road is vic- 
tory possible. 

But it is necessary to desire this- vic- 
tory. In the meantime, there are among 
the Communist functionaries many cow- 
ardly careerists and bureaucrats who 
hold on to their little posts, to their in- 
come and more than that, — in their skins, 
very dearly. These creatures lire in- 
clined to sprout ultra-radical phrases un- 
derneath which is concealed a wretch- 
ed and despicable fatalism. "Without 
a victory over the social democracy it 
is impossible to strike against Fascism!", 
soy such terrible revolutionaries, and 
for this reason . . . they are getting 
ready their pass ports. 

.Worker-Communists, you are hundreds 
of thousands, millions, you cannot leave 
for anywhere; there are not enough pass- 
ports for you. Should Fascism achieve 
power it will ride over your skulls and 
spines like a frightful tank. Your sal- 
vation lies in merciless struggle. And 
only unity in struggle with the social 
democratic workers can bring victory. 
Make haste, worker-Communists, you 
have very little time left. 

- -L. TROTSKY. 
Kadlkoy, December 8, 1031. 
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employed here, with no aid whatsoever. 
The Bankers' Idea 

The bunkers have a second idea in 
mind ; they were quite frank about it — 
put all city enterprises on a paying basis, 
raise the fare on the sul>ways. - Now 
their time has arrived. Those who pay 
the fiddler call the tune. The tune is 
to have as its only note the clink of a 
ten cent piece. 

The approach that will be made we 
might even try to predict. The politic- 
ians who have the "interests of the peo- 
ple" at heart— were forced to accept the 
increased fare by the bad bankers, who 
threatened to cut off the unemployment 
relief. Furtherfore, they will say, the 
city as a whole will benefit, for they say 
nothing at the present about recapturing 
the lines. The probability is for a rise 
in the fare, followed not by a taking 
over by the city of the existing lines, 
but rather By the handling over to the 
old companies of the new subway built. 

This is the pictu're of capitalist gov- 
ern vent ; a sewer of vice, graft, intrigue 
and counter-intrigue. Only a working 
class revolution -can sweep away the 
whole rotten mess. — H- !'• 



What is happening in Germany? 
What is the position of the Fascists? 
Where does the German Communist 
Party stand and what does it propose to 
do? 

These questions, of such vital impor- 
tance to the militant working class, and 
an answer to which it cannot even ex- 
pect to find in the capitalist press, it 
now also tails to find where they should 



For many years, the large banking in-, lief". Already, the stations have shut 
terests, reported to be led by J. I'. Mor-j down, leaving the almost 1,000,000 un- 
gan, have been attempting to force 
through a higher fare on the New York 
City subway systems (I. It. T. and B. M. 
T.). All the methods so typical of 
jnodern business practice have been used 
in their endeavor. For many years the 
people of this city have been bombarded 
with statistics as to how they would 
benefit by a higher fare, with a complete 
tabulation of the fares paid in other 
cities, of the relationship between the 
standard of living and the price paid 
for a subway ride, etc., etc. Now it 'final 
effort is being made this time, after all 
the years of preparation, the workers 
of the city can already begin to discern 
the smaller slot of the turnstile made to 
accomodate a thin ten cent piece. 

All the subways in the city were built 
by the city government. After eom- 
pletting them, they were tu'rned over to 
the private companies for operation. The 
important provisions of the contracts 
were: (1) the right of the city to re- 
capture after due notice, and with due 
compensation; (2) the five cent fare; 
(3) the payment to the city of certain 
sums for ita original cost— the payments 
to begin only after a minimum profit 
had been set aside for the company. 
Increased Fare Fight 
It was not many years after the ori- 
ginal contracts had been drawn up, be- 
fore the companies began to fight for an. 
increase in the fare. It must be under- 
stood that the clause pertaining to part 
of the profit to the city was easily done 
away with. The individual capitalist 
never cares to share hie profits with any- 
body else, even in his own class. Sub- 
sidiary companies were organized, en- 
ormous rentals paid for property leased 
— all for the purpose of keeping the rate 
of profit well below that minimum above 
which part of the profit would have to 
be shared with the city government. This 
they have succeeded in doing to a great 
extent. 

As regards raising the subway fare the 
task was a more difficult one. No poli- 
tical grouping dared take up the bank- 
ers' proposal. The issue might have 
been great enough io swamp any politi- 
cal machine oift of office. The bankers 
bided their time ; now they are ready to 
strike. 

The bankers against the Tammany 
machine ! How paradoxical this sounds. 
Yet there is an element of truth in it. 
The thieving Tammany politician looks 
upon the taxes paid into the city treasury 
as rightfully belonging to him. During 
times of prosperity the actual business 
meii, real estate owners and bankers of 
the city raise no violent protest against 
"normal graft". After all, the Tammany 
machine is behaving rather well in keep- 
ing down the workers and protecting 
private property. However, during times 
such as the present, we begin to see 
strong protests being raised against the 
grafting politician, who continues to 
handle the "pifblic funds" as he was 
taught to by his predecessors. 
Cutting Down Relief 
It is the bankers and large industrial- 
ists, however, who have the final say 
in this squabble for the diminished 
booty. Curtail expenses; decrease the 
budget. This is their war cry. Bond 
flotations, their weapon. The city ad- 
ministrations are quickly brought into 
line. The first thing to he chopped off 
Is anything but the most meager sort 
of unemployment relief. Detroit, where 
some in the local government "held out' 
for a little better relief, was soon brou'ght 
into line. The New York banks have 
now refused to float the necessary bond 
issues t» tide the city over its temporary 
deficit. 

New York City is at present feeling 
the lash of the whip held by the Mor- 
gans and Otto Kahns. The whole thing 
started with a law that forbids the com- 
ptroller (treasurer) of the city to sell 
any short term bonds below par, or at 
a rate of interest higher than six per- 
cent. Ordinarily, should New York City 
bonds fall a little below par, the com- 
ptroller can raise the interest rate on 
the Iswue to be floated, thus enabling 
him to sell them at or above par. The 
city government is constantly borrowing 
on short term loans to tide it over until 
the taxes fall due. Last September the 
city borrowed at an interest rate of less 
than two percent. In the middle of 
December the rate to the city, for a 
flotation during that month, was five and 
one half percent, bringing it danger- 
ously near to the 8% limit. During the 
past few weeks however, the New York 
City bonds have been depressed heavily. 
They are now selling below par. One 
need not look far for the gu'llty one. 
Short term government bonds usually re- 
main in the direct control of the bank- 
ers. The city now needs $90,000,000 to 
cover its current expenses. The bank- 
ers have agreed to advance the money 
(float the bond issue) only if— the city 
agrees to curtail expenses 

The first thing hit at was the "home 
relief agencies". Part of the $90,000,000 
was to go for the unemployment, "re- 
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Japs Subsidize Russian Whites 
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Russian Opposition 
Persecnted 

A LETTER FROM MOSCOW 

. . .One of our incarcerated comrades, 
Kssaian, was wounded— without prelim- 
inary warning — by a shot in the breast. 
The whole solitary prison carried out a 
'hunger strike for seventeen days. Our 
comrades demanded an investigation 
commission from the government. They 
were promised one. The incarcerated 
comrades elected a delegation of twelve 
men in order to discus* With this com- 
mission. The twelve elected comrades 
were promptly placed in solitary con- 
finement and then transported from Ver- 
chne-Uralsk to an up-to-now unknown 
spot. But the investigation commission 
which arrived was compelled to yield 
in essence to the demands of our im- 
prisoned comrade®. 

. These last weeks (have witnessed 
a big wave of arrests of Oppositionists 
in Moscow, Leningrad, Kharkov, Tiflis 
and elsewhere. 

. . . Recently, the banned Opposition- 
ists were dragged away from one place 
to a worse one. The material condition 
of the shipped-off comrades is extremely 
difficult. In spite of the shortage of 
labor, only a diminishing small part of 
our comrades aie at work. 

. The fact Is: the further sharp- 
ening of the terror against the Left Op- 
pivsitionists, the recent arrests in Mos- 
cow, Leningrad aud elsewhere, and like- 
wise the latest article by Stalin, are 
objective proofs that our Opposition 
movement— which we ourselves, it Is 
true, know very well— Is being extended 
and is becoming more active. 



Moscow, December 3, 1931 



be: in the columns of the official Com- 
munist press. 

The Advance of the Fascists 

The Fascists continue to make rapid 
progress which is compelling recognition 
from all the sections of the bourgeoisie. 
The Hitlerites gain in arrogance with 
every new accretion of strength. Bruen- 
ing is finally compelled' to bring into 
his councils the Austrian adventurer and 
beg him to return from the Reichstag 
which the blackshirts left, so that a 
presidential election may be avoided by 
an arbitrary decree to hold over Hinden- 
burg at least until hue "present dis- 
turbed situation Is calmed". And Hit- 
ler, grown more cocksure with his re- 
cent successes, refuses the outstretched 
palm, and together with Hugenburg 
makes clear the determination of the 
Fascists to press forward until the isaue 
is joined decisively. 

Hitler does not merely have his heart 
set upon 'the conquest of power— the aim 
of every class party— but feels that the 
moment Is swiftly approaching when the 
die will be east. Bolshevism or Fascism 
—there are no other ways out for Ger- 
many right now. Towards socialist 
emancipation or black, long-endm ing re- 
action—no other road is open out of Ger- 
many's present impasse. And while 
Hitler presses forward, the leaders of 
the German Communist Party are buying 
into the future by providing themselves 
with passports and visas for a quick de- 
parture when the storm breaks loose! 

Bruening is giving ground to the Fasc- 
ists. The social democrats, by their de- 
spicable cowardice, by their disarming of 
the workers, are leavin-g the doors wide 
open to the Hitlerites. The latter have 
thus far received no decisive check; on 
the contrary, their ranks are approach- 
ing a point in strength where no further 
gain can be expected by "legal" methods, 
where the unceasing conflict of interests 
,must come to a violent solution. 

And what does the Communist party 
say? Wha,t is it doing? From the Daily 
Worker, one learns absolutely nothing on 
these points. Every few days an inch or 
two of type is thrown into its columns 
to inform -.the reader that the German 
party has formed a few more nuclei 
and gained ji few more hundred members. 
But from its columns not even the most 
careful reader can glean the fact that 
the fate of Germany is now hanging in 
the balance; not only of Germany, but 
(Continued on page 4) 



The Chamber lin incident has been of- 
ficially closed. Though reluctant at 
first, the Japanese government has fin- 
ally bowed in apology to the all-powerful 
American imperialism. To be sure, the 
conflict of imperialist interests in the 
Far East is by no means over. There is 
a good deal of bickering going oil around 
the proposed invocation of the Nine 
l'ower Treaty by the United States and 
the Japanese are just as alert as before 
on that point. 

The Nine l'ower Treaty is supposed to 
guarantee the "administrative Integrity" 
ot China and through that, the policy 
of the "open door" to all the Western 
Powers. Against the contention of the 
. Americans that by their Invasion they 
are transgressing the provisions of that 
treaty, tjie Japanese reply that quite on 
the contrary, their sole aim of interven- 
ing in Manchuria is just precisely to 
preserve that "administrative integrity" 
of the country and to make the policy of 
the open door secure f Active, aggres- 
sive interest In the Japanese adventure 
is flagging for the moment. But the 
Nipponese are hardly started In their 
ment. Instead ot adventures with peas- 
ant armies, the Chinese Communists must 
concentrate on rallying the city prole- 
tariat without which it will not be able 
to crush the Kuo Mln Tang and success- 
fully drive out the imperialist invaders. 
At one point of the process now unfold- 
ing, the interests of the Chinese masses' 
and those of Soviet Russia will reveal 
their close interconnection with especial 
sharpness. To face such a situation con 
fldently, it is necessary to boast less 
and to pay more attention to the actuiil 
course of development of the struggle, 
aims. 

Having pretty firmly established their 
hegemony by means of pu'ppet govern* 
ments in Manchuria, the Mikado's gen- 
erals are slowly but consistently forg- 
ing ahead, in the direction of the Great 
Wall on the one hand, and in that of 
Jehol and the other Mongolian provinces, 



on the other. Due to the interference of 
the other capitalist governments, the Japs 
have not been able to increase their re- 
enforcements in Manchuria as rapidly 
and as freely as they would like. Conse- 
quently they have been suffering consi- 
derable losses as a result of the inevit- 
able and severe guerilla warfare car- 
ried on more or less successfully by the 
natives in a land unfamiliar and' bard 
Military campaign, the Japanese govern- 
ment is clearly keeping an eye on the 
possibilities that might offer themselves 
to anti-Soviet moves in the near future. 

The Immediate objective of thi3 new 
alignment will no. doubt be the subjuga- 
tion of all of Mongolia under the Jap- 
anese yoke. The link between the pre- 
sent Jap expedition and their future de- 
signs is the People's Republic of Mon- 
golia, a territory on which the Ataman 
is already prepared to advance. 

Developments in the Orient almost al- 
ways bear a slow and drawn out char- 
acter broken by violent jerks, But erup- 
tions of a political character are 
subject to conditions of the soil, 
these self -same slow processes 
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Condemn M.N, Roy to Exile 

Manabendra Nath Roy, Right wing 
Communist affiliated to the Brandler 
group internationally has been condemn- 
ed by the British imperialists in India 
to 12 years of deportation to a penal 
colony for "waging war against the 
king". The imperialist knout is deter- 
mined to insure its holders against the 
seething revolt of the Indian masses no 
matter i n what channels It flows. 

Unbridgable differences separate our- 
selves, the International Left Opposition 
from the Right wing liquidators of Com- 
munism. But we do not for one min- 
ute hesitate to aid in their defense when 
they are under attack from the open 
class enemy, 



J a l>anese -Chinese- Soviet tangle are indis- 
putably generating just such an erup- 
tion in the immediate future. 

For the working class to meet such an 
event adequately it is absolutely neces- 
sary to continue to stress the community 
of interests between the Soviet Union, 
the world proletariat aud the oppressed 
colonial peoples. The greatest watchful- 
ness is required of the Soviet govern- 
to maneuver .for the foreign invaders. 

The Dally Worker refers to these bands 
»>f guerilla fighters as "Red partisan de- 
tachments" in connection also with hlgh- 
soumting reports of more sweeping vic- 
tories by the Chinese "Red Army" What 
greater proof the Stalinists have for 
this contention than for the contention-^- 
for example — that Father Cox's "army" 
represented the American unemployed we 
do not kn6w. But then again, irresponsi- 
ble aud lavish boasting has ever been 
the bane of unprincipled political groups 
and of the Staliuized Comintern in parti- 
cular. How sincere and interested work- 
ers are to be able to distinguish between 
friend and foe, between progress and' re- 
treat, how judge on the basis of experi- 
ence what their revolutionary tasks are, 
the bureaucrats of the official Communist 
party aud their confusing press are very 
little concerned about. As they sow, so 
will they reap. 

Semenov At Work 

Harassed by the difficulties on their 
path the Japanese are resorting to other 
methods. A dispatch to the New York 
Herald Tribune on January 12 reports 
that the notorious Russian White Guard 
general, Gregory Semenov is engaged in 
a movement to "effect the independence 
of the vast territory of inner Mongolia 
with the sanction of Japan". The dis- 
patch says further that Ataman Semenov 
"is known to -have received pay from 
the Japanese for several years". The 
cossack general claims he can raise an 
army of 50,000 former czarist troups as 
well as 100,000 Mongolian cavalrymen. 



Stalinists Disrupt 
Mooney Confab 

The apathy which prevails in the Ill- 
inois coal fields has been lifted to some 
extent by the campaign under way to de- 
mand the' release of Tom* Mooney. For 
this issue, the miners are evincing a 
readiness to struggle. Conferences have 
been organized In Staunton and Belle- 



New York Banquet Feb.6 

To Greet «Unser Kamf* and Three Returned Comrades 



Arrangements are now being made for 
a banquet in New York on Saturday, 
February 6, which every Left wing mili- 
tant will want to attend. The banquet, 
given by the Communist League (Opposi- 
tion), will be a joint affair with all our 
Jewish comrades and friends, for the 
purpose of greeting the first issue of 
Unser Kami (Cur Struggle), official or- 
gan of the Left Opposition In the Yid- 
dish language, and of welcoming back 
three of btfr leading comrades who hav 
just returned and who will speak at the 
banquet. They are comrades Albert 
Glotzer, who has just returned from a 
trip 'to Europe during which he stayed 
for a number of weeks with comrads 



There is no other road except to condemn 
Mooney to lifelong imprisonment. The 
Opposition will continue to fight for a 
united front, with the I. L. D., the party 
aud all Left wing organizations in- 
cluded. What will be tne policy of the 
party? Will the party rank and file con- 
tinue to tolerate this policy of slander 
and wreckage-? 

— .T. STAMM. 



Trotsky at Jtadlkoy ; Arne Swabeck, who+ the Militant— watch lor them. 



has just returned to New York with an 
enthusiastic report of the growing stren- 
gth and influence of the Left Opposition 
throughout the country wherever he had 
meteings on his lecture tour; and Max 
Shachtman, who has come back from a 
trip to Spain, England and France. All 
these comrades will give their impres- 
sions of what fe going on in the various 
parts they visited and the banqueteers 
will find it of tremendous interest. 

Definite arrangements for the hall and 
the program have not yet been com- 
pleted, but all friends of the Left Op- 
position in New York are urged to keep 
Saturday, February 6 open on their cal- 
endar. Further details will appear in 



"It was either we control or we smash 
... I don't believe that more than one 
local remained in the meeting. 1 too 
left in disgust." iWhy this militant and 
thousand^ more are not in the rjnka of 
the Communist movement, and more 
-specifically in the party, is all too clear. 
The plan for protest meetings which 
the conference's Executive Committee 
worked out, was killed. The conference 
in Staunton is now a shed. The miners 
have turned their backs on it. .Whether 
it can be revived is a question. The 
ville. Plans are being laid and pushed y iUon must all(l ^m attempt it. 
for conferences in other mining centers. 
These. conferences are largely the re- 
sult of the efforts of local militants co- 
operating with the St. Louis branch of 
the Communist League of America (Op- 
position). The line of these conferences 
is based upon Mooney's August 20 ap- 
peal and the Opposition's endorsement of 
this appeal (Militant,. 9-5-1931). It 
stresses the united front as the key to 
the problem of uniting the workers in 
a struggle to force Mooney's release and 
the release cf all class war prisoners. 

The Opposition delegates fight resolute- 
ly in these conferences for this policy. 
Ail attempts to exclude the I. L. I)., the 
C. P., and the party organizations are 
resisted by our delegates. On the other 
hand, our delegates, while supporting the 
party's resolutions and themselves in- 
troducing resolutions against the Illinois! 
criminal syndicalism law, are equally | 
resolute in fighting the attempts of the 
Stalinists to divert the confernces along 
the lines of a fight against criminal syn- 
dicalism in general. 

What has been the party's" policy in 
these conferences? Caught unawares by 
their organization, the 'Stalinists limited 
their participation to long-winded speech- 
es and general attacks upon all non- 
CommuuistK and especially against the 
'■corfnter-rovolationary" Trotsky is ts. But 
this policy acted as boomerang. Their 
slander discredited only themselves and 
by contrast with the policy, sincerity 
and activity of our delegates, increased 
the prestige of the Opposition in the eyes 
of the miners. It goes without saying 
that we use the advantage which accrues 
to us to redeem from discredit men t the 
ideas of Communism. 

After several months of their futile 
policy, the Stalinists realized that more 
"decisive" measures were required to 
wreck the campaign and to undo what 
had already been accomplished. On Sun- 
dav, December 27, they defended on the 
second session of the Staunton confer- 
ence en masse. They packed the confer- 
ence with delegates mobilized from 
Springfield, Bast St. Louis, and even 
Chicago. On one pretext after another 
they interrupted the proceedings with 
irrelevant speeches and slander. The A. 
F. of L. delegates voted with their feet. 
Delegate after delegate left. The re- 
sult Is best expressed perhaps in a let- 
ter from one of the local militants who 
has participated in all the struggles of 



Trotsky's 'History 
to Be Out Soon 



We have just been informed_ that the 
first volume ot the "History of the Rus- 
sian Revolution", by comrade Leon Trot- 
sky will be off the press and ready for 
sale on February 27. Tills gigantic work 
written by the organizer of the insurrec- 
tion will be complete in two volumes, the 
second of which will appear about the 
1st of June of this year 

Volume one begins with the February 
revolution aud deals with She period up 
to June 1917. The second volume con- 
tinues from this period up to and 
through the October insurrection and the 
Bolshevik seizure of power. The books 
approximately fiOO pages each, will con- 
tain many photographs and maps. Max 
Eastman translated both volumes from 
the Russian. They are published by 
Simon and Schuster Company and will 
sell for $4.00 a volume or both for 37.50. 



|Marine Defense Meet 

Hundreds Gather to Protest «Dynamite Plot» Frame-Up 



On Thursday evening, January 7, a 
mass meeting in defense of Jack Soder- 
berg, Thomas Bunker aud William Tra- 
jer, victims of the harbor bosses' "dyn- 
amite plot" frame-up was held at Web- 
ster ILjll. Over 1500 workers attended 
the .meeting) which was held under the 
auspices of the Marine Workers Defense 
Committee. 

For the first time in years, New York 
workers belonging to various political 
tendencies met together, swayed by a 
feeling of genuine working class solid- 
arity in the face of the vicious class en- 
emy. 

Comrade James P. Cannon, of the Com- 
munist League of America, (Opposition) 
was the first speaker at the meeting at 
which Carter Hudson, chairman of the 
Marine Workers Defense Committee pre- 
sided. Comrade Cannon eloquently pre- 
sented the case of three defendants, 
pointed out the political background and 
the purposes behind this latest attack of 
the capitalist class and appealed to th* 
workers present to support the Marine 
Workers Defense Committee and its ef- 
forts to repel the designs of the bosses 
in this case as in others by a frank and 
real United front. 

Other speakers included A. J. Muste, 
of the Conference of Progressive Lahor 
Action, who pledged the support of his 
organization to the defense and its will- 
ingness to cooperate with the Committee ; 
Ben Gitlow of the Loves tone group, who 
made an appeal for funds for the de- 
fense; Walter s turret of the Road to 
Freedom Anarchist group and Carlo 
tte im^^B ^"W^"^ ™- Tresca, editor of JI Martello, who cited 



similar frame-up cases in the history of 
the American working class. 

All speakers were well received. De- 
spite the manifold political shades and 
colors, all appeared to be united to pre- 
vent the capitalist class from taking ad- 
vantage of the dissensions within the 
working class for their own ends. The 
meeting represents a commendable at- 
tempt to close the ranks in warding off 
the blows of government oppression ot 
workers aud workers' institutins. As 
such it will undoubtedly call forth more 
and bigger meetings and manifestations 
of the same sort in the future. 

The official Communist party and the 
I. I.. D. were conspicuous by their ab- 
sence. But manj- rank and file party 
comrades sat in the audience. The abso- 
lute necessity of action in cases such as 
that of the three marine workers will 
not fail Io awaken the workers. Commun- 
ist and non-Communist, to proletarian 
solidarity. We hope that rank aud file 
pressure will lead the party and the I. 
L. D. to realize the mistake' of their 
passivity in this case quickly. For the 
sake of the working class as a whole, 
as welf as for that of the party. Such 
mistakes are dearly paid for. The force 
of united working class defense Is ir- 
resistible. It is iKiuud to overcome all 
obstacles. 

The first Marine Workers' Defense 
.meeting has started the drive. It is up 
to every class conscious worker to con- 
tribute his bit to the fight for the re- 
lease of Soderberg, Bunker and Trajer. 
Let no one stand aside. 

— S. 
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ROSA LUXEMBURG 

On the Anniversary of Her Assassination by the German Social Democrats 

♦_ — _ 



A generation of Communists standing 
on the shoulders of Lenin needs little 
originality to detect the theoretical short- 
comings of Luxemburgism". But his- 
tory is something more than a factional 
football. Memorable in dialectic and 
intensity, the struggle of Rosa Luxem- 
burg against the opportunism of t'he 
most powerful party machine in pre- 
war Social Democracy has indisputably 
entered the life-stream of the Commun- 
ist International. 

Rosa Luxemburg never ceased to col- 
laborate with the Polish movement from 
which .she sprang, returning to her na 
tlve Warsaw during the revolution of 
1005. But as well as formative influ 
ence, her main sphere of activity was 
the German Social Democracy in whose 
problems she first intervened on the oc- 
casion of the revisionist offensive on 
Marxism. 

Imperialism nmi Social Democracy 
Its state unification achieved, Germany 
in common with Western capitali.-uuafter 
1870 experienced a phase of expansion 
due to the opening of the world market 
and colonial exploitation. As a result 
the bourgeoisie could profitably pursue 
the strategy of concessions to the upper 
crust of the working class. The Social 
Democracy had. never been altogether 
free of an element of petty -bourgeois il- 
lusion; at the union of the Eisenach 
and Lassalle factions in 187:3 Marx's 
criticism of the Gotha program fell on 
deaf ears. Later the Erfurt Congress 
(1891) did adopt a program which though 
defective especially in its political de- 
mands, was generally speaking a recog- 
nition of scientific socialism. Once the 
repressive anti-Socialist law of Rismark 
collapsed, a Right wing, confounding the 
interests of the proletariat as a elnss 
with the favored position of the labor 
aristocracy, began to maneuver for 
"practical politics". The pioneer of this 
tendency was Vollmar, whose pamphlet 
"The Isolated Socialist State" (1878) un- 
mistakably anticipated the Stalin theory 
of socinlism-in-one-eountry, Vollmar com- 
bined nationalism with reformism, his 
agrarian proposals stirring Engels's deep- 
est indignation. In Volliaar's wake, the 
Schippels and the Heines advocated the 
voting of military budgets, protective 
tariffs and the like. 

Bernstein's Revisionism 
The classic exponent of revisionism 
was Edward Bernstein, whose "Social 
*st Fundamentals" (1809) was a com- 
plete rupture with Marxism and a con- 
fession of the faith of the Fabians 
Within (he Marxian breast dwelt two 
sou'ls, he con tended, the oiie evolutinary- 
reformist, the other revolutions ry-ut op- 
Ian. Bernstein under t ok to purse Marx 
of the unscientic entanglements of Hegel 
and the political romanticism of Blanqui. 
For dialM'tu'iil ma to rial ism ho* substi- 
tutes the categorical imperative of Kant: 
the labor theory of value he supplements 
with the marginal utility of Boeltm- 
Bawerk. The contradictions of capital- 
ism do not lead to economic catastrophe 
and social revolution. The growing mid- 
dle class, the democratization of capital 
and diffusion of ownership by the joint 
stock corporation are* tendered to dis- 
prove Die prognosis that the concentra- 
tion of industry is accompanied by the 
centralisation of wealth. The beautiful 
credit system, the - efficient trusts and 
modem communication facilities elim- 
inate the cyclical crisis. In a word, here 
is an idyll of an organic capitalism pain- 
lessly evolving towards socialism, over 
an unending road of reforms, under the 
spell of a social-democratic majority in 
tile Reichstag. The dictatorship of the 
proletariat is an apocalyptic vision. The 
movement is everything— the goal is 
nothing. 

Bernstein's sources are obvious, 



actionary hash of Louis Blanc, Proud- 
hon, Lassalle and the miserable "Kafh- 
eder-sozialisten". While Kautsky, the 
official guardian of orthodoxy still main- 
tained an ambiguous silence, Rosa Lux- 
emburg forcefully insisted that theory 
and practise could not be divorced with- 
out fateful consequences and that re- 
visionism would replace class struggle 
by class collaboration. If goal without 
movement is u'topian, movement without 
goal is surrender to bourgeois liberalism. 
The every-day demands have significance 
only as they are linked up with the con- 
quest of political power. Reforms are 
by-products of class strugle; they can- 
not basicaly change the character of the 
relations of production. Mo far from be- 
ing the political lever of socialism, par- 
liamentarism is the historical form of 
the class rule of the bourgeoisie in its 
struggle with feudalism, and is already 
decadent. The workers .must rely on 
their own mass action. The whole econ- 
omic lore of Bernstein is the generalized 



vent of imperialism. Parliamentary 
cretinism and the inevitability of gradu- 
alness have been dealt shattering blows 
by the epoch of wars of revolutions. Be- 
tween economics and politics there is 
' no automatic reflex action. Ideology is 
only one of the elements of the super- 
structure. When she wrote "Opportun- 
ism has been knocked on the head", Rosa 
Luxemburg was unduly sanguine. The 
huge bureaucracy of the party, trade un- 
ions, cooperatives proved decisive. At 
every important turn, the v Ci'iKn.;!.-; 
reigned but the Right ruled. At successive 
Congresses, the Right wing receded form- 
ally but in fact retained their positions. 
Marx and Engels had predicted that a 
split between the middle class and pro- 
letarian elements was inevitable but it 
was in Russia under Lenin, and not at 
the Dresden Congress that this opera- 
tion was executed. Waging her battles 
against such an apparatus, Rosa tended 
to identify centralization with opportun- 
ism, and to depend on the elemental mass 



The Precious Heritage of Rosa 



The years that pass by since the 
cruel assassination which deprived us 
yt her active aid do not j-erve to dim 
the luster of the great revolutionist 
that was Rosa Luxemburg. Her un- 
flagging devotion to the 'Motor:* |-J 
interests of the proletariat sprang not 
only from the depths of her character 
but also from her exceptional under- 
standing of the teachings of Marx and 
Engels. No mere closet ideologist, she 
flung herself info every battle of the 
German proletariat, one of which 
brought about her premature dealh. 
But she had already left more than 
enough behind her to insure an ever- 
green memory for the future. From 
what she taught so brilliantly by word 
and deed, the revolutionary movement 
still has much to learn, however the 
Marxian today may challenge some of 



the views she stood for. But this 
challenge will'always be made soberly, 
objectively, and with the greatest re- 
gard for time and place. The genuine 
Marxian will be repelied by the dis- 
picable slanders of Rose which are 
passed off as "criticism" by those who, 
while arrogating unearned authority 
to themselves, have -not, in reality, 
the least right tOTeproach the one who 
at all times stood so far above them. 
We mean Stalin, who just recently 
sought to besmirch Rosa in the in- 
terests of bis factional position, and 
Kaganovich and more recently the re- 
pulsive turncoat, Radek. T' eir calum- 
nies make an objective estimation of 
Rosa's role more timely than ever. 
Maurice Spector's contribution in this 
issue has been conceived in this sense. 

—Ed. 



viewpoint of the individual capitalist. 
The new developments in capitalism — 
credit, combination, etc., — do not cure but 
intensify the basic contradictions of an- 
archic capitalist production. 

In pitiless judgment on revisionism, 
theory has been reinfored by Time, the 
greatest revolutionary of all. On' the 
very heels of Bernstein's smug evangel 
burst the crisis of l!)0O, to be followed 
by another in 1907 and still another in 
1014. As we write, the world is stag- 
gering under one of, the gravest indus- 
trial and commercial crises in capitalist 
history, with the United Stales, the model 
country of trusts and efficiency, as deeply 
involved up to the hilt. During the 
lato'lamfiiited "new economic «ra", bour- 
geois economists, journalists, engineers 
attempted to revive Bernstein's illusions 
in substanoe, if without their philosophi- 
cal garnish, on American soil. "The 
most fundamental stabilisation", wrote 
Professor Commons, "has been that of 
credit and prices through the coopora 
Hon of the banks organized in the Feder- 
al Reserve System." The American work- 
ing class would derive its salvation from 
increased savings, ijfe insurance and 
employee stock ownership. '"'The labor 
banks", declared the economic wizard 
Carver, "constitute the only revolution 
ary movement in the world". The Balti- 
more and Ohio Plan of union-manage- 
ment cooperation was tantamount to "in- 
dustrial democracy". 

Hie St niggle Against Opiwrtunism 

There is no doubt that theoretically 
revisionism was bankrupt from the out- 
set. It completely failed to estimate the 
real Qualitative changes that were taking 
re- place in capitalist society with the ad- 
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movement spontaneously to correct the 
course of the party. "The only part to 
be played in the Social Democracy by the 
so-called leaders is that of the explana- 
tion to the masses of their function in 
history". Lenin too emphasized that the 
masses .must gain their own political ex- 
perience, that for victory the vanguard 
must muster millions but the role of the 
"revolutionary social -democrat was that 
of a modern- Jacobin bound up with the 
organized proletariat. Rosa relied too 
much on process, and tended to under- 
rate the importance of organization. It 
cannot be doubted that the conditions of 
the development of the Russian Revolu- 
tion necessarily contributed to give Lenin 
his unparalleled insight into the problems 
of Marxism, itself the product of a 
revolutionary period. It .must be ac- 
counted a defect, for example, of Rosa 
Luxemburg's polemics with the revision- 
ists that she did not. in reply to Bern- 
stein, take up the problem of state-power. 
Plectianov raised the question of the dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat af Brussels 
and again at the Amsterdam Congress 
(1904) but the Second International as 
a whole, and Kautsky its principal theor- 
etician, completely failed to realize, the 
significance of the problem. The recon- 
struction of the doctrine of Marx, based 
on the experiences of the Paris Commune, 



as to the destruction of the bourgeois 

state machine, was the work of Lenin. 

The Russian Revolution 

The Russian revolution of 1905, for the 
first time since the Commune, shocked 
the West out of its parliamentary rout- 
ine. The Russian proletariat marshalled 
every form of mass action, from the econ- 
omic strike to armed insurrection. The 
mass political strike became a central 
subject of discussion. At first Kautsky 
welcomed the methods of the Russian 
revolution and took up a seemingly rad- 
ical . position towards the strike as a 
weapon in the immediate struggle for 
power. But when it became a question 
of applying the lessons of the Russian 
revolution to the struggle over the Prus- 
sian franchise he changed his tune. He 
was now for the old tested tactic of par- 
liamentarism. "The elemental mass 
movement would produce unpleasant as 
well as pleasant surprise and develop- 
ment would again assume the catas- 
trophic character of 1789 to 1871". The 
correct strategy, was "attrition", to ex- 
haust the bourgeoisie by trench -warfare. 
Rosa I,uv«mbuTg 's point of departure 
in these debates was the totality of the 
class struggle. She refused to recognize 
the legitimacy of any water-tight com- 
partments between the party and the 
trade unions. She strenuously resisted 
the demands of the trade union bur- 
eaucracy for the "independence" of the 
trade unions from the party and their 
"neutrality" in the political struggle. At 
the Jena Congross of the Social Dem- 
ocracy it was decided ' to resort to the 
general strike if the government sabot- 
aged the issue of the franchise. The re- 
ply of the Cologne trade union congress 
waa to prohibit the "propagation and 
discussion .of the general strike"! A 
year later at Mannheim, the Cologne re- 
solution was substantially ratified by the 
party Congress and the bureaucracy had 
gained a signal victory.. 

In the view of Rosa Luxemburg, the 
centre of gravity of the proletarian strug- 
gle lay in mass action, not in parliamen- 
tarism. She did not share the reformist 
conception of Bernstein and Hilferding 
who approved of the Belgian general 
strike of 1903 merely because it was an 
auxiliary action to a parliamentary ob- 
jective. But once again she could not 
define fche whole problem of the organiza- 
tion of the revolution at" the time, and 
would likely have been regarded as mad 
or hounded out as anarchist and Blan- 
quist if she had. In the words of Trot- 
sky "a revolutionary general strike that 
inundates all the banks of bourgeois soc- 
iety became for Rosa Luxemburg a syn- 
onym for the proletarian revolution . . . 
A general strike does not yet decide the 
question of power but only raises it. 
For the seizure of power it is necessary 
to organize the armed uprising on the 
basis of the general strike". The danger 
of revolutionary fatalism, of the "tem- 
porizing attitude towards the fundament- 
al tasks of the revolution" was exempli- 
fied by the Zinov-iev-Kamenev- Stalin at- 
t.iude in the Russian October and the 
Stalin- Brandler-Thalheimer capitulation 
to the line of least resistance In the 
German crisis of 1923. It should be 
mentioned tliat Trotsky adds that Rosa 
left the stage without having said her 
last word. 

ft was these discussions of the role 
of mass action that brought about the 
definite cleavage between the "Left Radi- 
cals" under the leadership of llosa and 
the Kautskian Centre at the Madgeburg 
Congress in 1909. Kautsky openly pro- 
claimed that the main danger in the 
party was no longer the revisionists, but 
"'the rebellious impatience of the ex- 
treme Left". (To be concluded). 

—MAURICE SPKCTOR. 



The Obsolete Craft System in the 
Railroad Brotherhoods 



The extraordinary importance as- 
sumed at the present moment by the 
situation In the railroad industry 
makes a survey of the state of the 
trade union movement in this field of 
more than usual interest. Conferences 
continue to be held between .the work- 
ers' "representatives" and the railroad 
,m;agnates, and a cleverly organized 
newspaper agitation is being carried 
on, with the sole aim of reducing the 
wages and worsening the conditions of 
tihe workers. The problem of resist- 
ing this monstrous offensive is un- 
breakably bound up with the question 
of how things stand in the railroad 
brotherhoods. In this latter field 
especially, our comrade A. E., an old 
militant of the Left wing, is a com- 
petent observer. The present article 
is one of a series whioh our com- 
rade has promised to contribute. 



One of the things which the railroad 
workers in this country need most is a 
new trade union structure. The present 
structural formation of the railroad un- 
ions belongs to the stone age of trade 
unionism. It is the most out-of-date, 
the most antiquated form of labor organi- 
zation known. 

The railroad workers .are at present 
organized, or rather disorganized, into 
twenty-one different craft unions, as fol- 
lows: 1. Enginers; 2. Conductors; 3. 
Firemen ; 4. Brakemen ; 5. Switchmen ; 
6. Telegraphers; 7. Signalmen; 8, Clerks; 
9. Boilermakers; 10. Sheet Meial Work- 
ers: 11. Machinists; 12. Carmen; 13. 
Scctionmen; 14. Stationery Firemen; 15. 
17. Train Dispatchers; 18. Sleeping Car 
Conductors; 19. Longshoremen; 20. Mar- 
ine Engineers ; 21. Masters, Mates and 
Pilots. The last three belong to the in- 
land and coastwise water transportation 
in connection with the railroads. 

At the head of each one of these 21 
useless craft organizations we find liter- 
ally swur.ms of overpaid bureaucrats 
whose combined annual salaries runs 
into the millions. All Brotherhood 
journals and magazines, including the 
Washington weekly, Labor, are under a 
complete stranglehold of these high 
salaried officials The pages of the re- 
spective constitutions are littered with 
gag-laws of every description to protect 
(he officials from organized criticism by 
the rank and file. These gag-laws are 
very, effective in preventing needed or- 
ganizational changes which would prove 
detrimental to the personal of officers' 
salaries, freedom of expression, etc. 
The main function of the local lodges is 
io collect dues and forward them 
promptly to their respective Grand Lodge 
Headquarters for enjoyment by the offi- 
cials. 

Bureaucratism and Class Collaboration 
As might be expected from the above 
afrangement' these craft officials advocate 
mutual admiration and cooperation be- 
tween the representatives of organized 
•capital and themselves as spokesmen for 
the railroad workers. The present 
Brotherhood officials know full well lhat 
they cannot protest and promote the 
railroad workers' interests against the 
well organized employers by keeping the 
workers divided into twenty -one separ- 
ate organizations on the railroads. But 
these officials have allocated to them- 
selves salaries w&ich run from §6,000 to 



415,000 a year, plus a most liberal ex- 
pense account, and their work is easy. 
Their main tasks are: keep the "Reds" 
out of the unions; maintain complete 
control of all mediums of information in- 
side i>f the Brotherhoods; keep enough 
gag-iaws In the constitutions to forbid 
all other means of expression by the 
membership; keep on friendly terms with 
the railroad officials at the expense of 
the workers for the privilege of collecting 
dues from these helpless crafts. 

The Brotherhood officials realize that 
they would not be able to maintain those 
weak and aeriemic unions without the 
consent of the railroad management. 
Hence the importance of maintaining 
friendly relations with them. This condi- 
tion necessarily eliminates all possibility 
of a well organized struggle for better 
wages and working conditions, shorten- 
ing of hours, etc. Strikes are only per- 
mitted on small individual roads as a 
smoke screen of false display of mili- 
tancy, are called and then forgotten. The 
II. * X. A.; the Virginian liy., and the 
Western Maryland strikes are typical 
examples of this farcical strike iKilicy. 
The Wat son -Parker Law is a deliberate 
attempt to abolish strikes altogether and 
is the fruit of joint action between the 
Brotherhood officials headed by Robert- 
son and the railroad officials headed by 
W. W. Atterbury. 

. In the present move on the part of the 
railroads to cut wages in order to in- 
crease profits, as in 1!>21, the railroad 
workers will receive another concrete 
lesson on the price they have to pay for 
permitting a lot of overpaid official 
drones to chain them to an obsolete craft 
system of organization. (To be con- 
tinued). —A. E. 






SWABECK TOUR 



How to Make the Kentucky Miners' Defense Really Effective 



A conference for the defense of the 
Kentucky miners now on trial was held 
on January 6 at the Labor Temple. It 
was called by the General Defense Com- 
mittee of the I. W. W. and called to 
order by a representative of this com- 
mittee who appointed a chairman. The 
latter in turn called for the election of 
credentials and resolutions committees. 
While those committees were in session, 
the conference was addressed by .Tames 
Oneal of the Socialist party, Muste of 
tiie C. I'. L. A. and a representative of 
the I. W.--W. 

The report of the credentials commit- 
tee followed the speeches of the above 
gentlemen. Strange as it may seem, the 
Workmen's Circle branches predomin- 
ated. Very few unions, about 6 or 7 in 
all, were represented. The other dele- 
gates represented either educational or- 
ganizations or political groups like the 
S. P.. the I. W. W., industrial Union 
League, the Road to Freedom, etc. One 
of the delegates, representing a Work- 
men's Circle branch, wanted to know 
"why a section of the labor movement 
that has a big influence among the 
working masses, especially in New York, 
is not represented here at all". In ans- 
wer to a question as to whom he meant 
he named the International Workers' 
Order, the Needle Trades Workers In- 
dustrial Union, the I. L. D., the Com- 
munist party and its factions, the Com- 
munist League (Opposition) and the 
Lovstone group. 

A Working Class Reply to Splitetrs 

"We did not invite any organization 
that will introduce friction into the con- 
ference," was the reply. Another dele- 
gate, also of a W. C. branch, took the 
floor and stated that "while I represent 
a fraternal organization and therefore 
non-political, I believe I speak the mind 
of the majority of my organization when 
I say we do not believe any more in 
the speeches of these 'gentlemen' that 
have addressed this gathering tonight. 

We have seen their comrades in action, 
like Scheidemann, Noske and Zoergiebel 
in Germany, MacDonald in England, 



only the international revolutionary 
movement can and will solve the prob- 
lems of the working masses. At the 
same time I believe we can aud_jshould 
unite for the defense of the Kentucky 
miners, as of all other political prisoners 
in the U. S. It took quite some effort 
on the part of myself and my co-delegate 
to induce the membership, because of 
the objection that there are too. many 
defense organizations, to send delegates 
to this conference. They finally agreed 
to send us as observers and to bring 
back a report. Unless a sincere and 
honest effort should be made on the part 
of the leadership of these different de- 
fense organizations to consolidate all 
the forces for the defense of poHtical 
suffer and the rank and file of the 
labor movement will not stand for that 
.much longer.'' 

This speech was greeted with some 
applause, which was unexpected by most 
of those present. Next on the order of 
business was the arranging of a mass' 
meeting. The delegate that asked the 
question about the, absence of Ihe Left 
wing, was not satisfied with the reply 
made by the organizers of this confer- 
ence. He made a motion that all other 
labor organizations, regardless of their 
political opinion, be invited to join this 
movement. The first and only one to 
speak against it was Carlo Treses, of. 
the anarchists. A feeling of fear has 
embraced some of the leaders of the 
conference. A motion to stop discussion 
followed. Before taking it to a vote 
Mr. Bert Miller, ex-crony of Lovestone, 
expert in executing Stalin's orders to 
expel and beat up Left Oppositionists, 
enlightened the delegates that what the 
motion really means is ''to smuggle into 
this conference the Communist party" 
Despite the "enlightenment" of the re- 
negade, the motion did get about 20 
votes on the Aye and Nay vote. 

The Need of the Movement 

Now, it is high time for all in the 
labor movement, regardless of their pol- 
itical beliefs, to act in this direction, 
that is, to consolidate all their defense 



movements. A very good beginning has 
recently been made by the Marine Work- 
ers Defense Commit to. At its mass 
meeting the night after the above con- 
ference the speakers on the platform 
represented almost every tendency in 
the labor movement. And its I am in- 
formed, an effort was and is still being 
made to get all those not yet represented 
to join. There is nothing to fear from 
this. Let the slogan promulgated at 
this mass meeting by comrade Cannon 
that "we serve notice to the ruling class 
of America that from now on any at- 
tack against a worker, regardless of 
political 'beliefs, will meet with a un- 
ited opposition on the part of the work- 
ing class", become the slogan for every 
worker in the I*. S. 

—A DELEGATE. 



SWABECK IN PHILLY 
PHILADELPHIA.— 

Comrade Arue Swabeck spoke here on 
Jan. 1 0th. His lecture, "The Economic 
Crisis and the Left Opiiosition was fol- 
Iowed_with the liveliest interest by the 
40 workers comprising the audience. 
The presence of several C. I', members 
and sympathizers, as well as a few 
Loves toneites, afforded our comrade an 
opportunity to broaden his subject matter 
to jnclude all the -most essential points 
of the plaform of the Left Opposition. 
He dealt with tile perspectives of the 
crisis; the effect of C. S. capitalism's 
home and foreign policy ; the necessity 
of n worker's united front against Fasc- 
ism in Germany ; and reviewed the crit- 
icism by the Opposition of the policy 
pu'rsued by the 0. I. 

The question period developed some 
lively discussion. Horn e of the party 
.members left at this jx>inf, probably in 
fear of being inveigled into a free dis- 
cussion. The questions covered topics 
upon which we have differences with the 
Ktalinites and the I.ovestoneife=i. Parti- 
cular interest and sympathy was shown 
in our trade union and united front 
policies by most of the audiences. 

This meeting was the first this year 
of a series of lectures under the auspices 
of the Philadelphia Branch on problems 
of the Communist movement, by our lead- 
ing comrades of the Communist Lea gut 
in the East. 

The previous night, a banquet was 
held as a reception to comrade Swabeck. 
A good time was had by our comrades 
and friends, who came despite the bad 
weather. At both the banquet and the 
lecture a collection was taken to help 
our work along. 

The stu'dy class in "Marxism" is pro- 
ceeding very successfully. A new class 
"History of ihe Three Internationals'' 
is being formed 'and will be conducted 
by comrade Mo'rgenstern. — 

— L. G. 



IT* LOUIS 

ST. LOUIS— An Open Forum is being 
conducted each Friday evening oy the St. 
Louis Branch of the Communist League 
ot America (Opposition) at the Crunden 
Branch Library, 14th & Cass Aves. The 
first of the open forums at which com- 
rade George Roberts spoke, was on "Un- 
employment and the Unity of the work- 
ing class". All meetings, unless other- 
wise indicated, begin at 7:30 P. M. The 
list of Open Forum meetings is as fol- 
lows: 

Friday, January 33, 1932: Speaker- 
George Roberts on "Is Socialism In One 
Country Possible?" 

Friday, January 39, 1932: Speaker- 
John Scott on ''Fascism or Communism 
in Germany." 

The Admission is free. All workers 
are cordially invited. 



Young Spartacus can be purchased at 
all newsstands, bookstores, meetings, etc. 
where The Militant is now sold. If you 
are unable to get a copy at these plRces, 
write to Young Spartacus, 84 East 10th 
Street, New York, N. Y. 



SUCCESSFUL PITTSBURGH MEETING 

Efforts made by some of the petty 
bureaucrats of the Pittsburgh party or- 
ganization to break up the meeting 
scheduled for comrade Swabeck in this 
city on January 7 came to naught. The 
meeting was held at a Greek coifee house 
on Wyle -Ave., the time set for 7 :30. A 
good audience appeared among them, 
about a dozen party members led by 
the (J reek fraction who had previously 
served notice that they would come to 
break up the meeting. 

A few minutes before tiie appointed 
hour the Greek fraction organizer took 
upon himself to open the meeting and 
to give a lecture. He endeavored to 
tread very softly on questions of dis- 
pute with the Left Opposition, however, 
struggling hard to emphasize that any- 
one who did not carry a card in . the 
official Communist party could no!, speak 
in the name of Communism. In this 
manner it was expected to fake the meet- 
ing away from the Left Opposition but 
it did not succeed. Bather it become, re- 
gardless, "of the Stalin organizers, a 
joint discussion affair. 

As soon as the Greek party fraction or- 
ganizer had concluded his speech, com- 
rade Sifakis of the Left Opposition arose 
introudcing the next speaker, comrade 
Swabeck, asking the hearers ot devote 
the same attention to latter. Swabeck 
spoke without the slightest interference. 
Those who had come with the intention 
of interfering evidently found it better 
to listen. After this lecture those party 
members present asked a number of 
questions which gave comrade Swabeck 
the opportunity to clarify further the 
issues of dispute. Meanwhile the Greek 
party fraction organizer, the leader of 
the "breaking party" slunk out of the 
place. 
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Revolt Brewing in India 

Ghandr Holds Masses in Check by Reformist Maneuvers 



G-bandi, V. Patel, J. Nehru have been 
arrested by the Indian authorities. As 
a protest, the cotton, the bullion, " the 
piece goods, the seed and the stock ex- 
changes in Bombay and other cities have 
been closed. The boycott against Bri- 
tish goods is in full swing. Civil dis- 
obedience is the slogan of the nationalist 
leaders. 

On the surface," the above incidents 
give a fairly comprehensive character- 
ization of the present situation in British 
India. Strikes of workers are, as yet, 
not on the order of the day. The Hindu 
hartal or patriotic strike, still domin- 
ates the political scene. For the time 
being, the nationalist bourgeoisie still 
holds the reins firmly. The revolution- 
ary masses are still spell-hound by the 
shrewd and soothing voice of the "Ma- 
hatma". And it cannot be doubted that 
the personality of Ghandi still represents 
an .enormous factor in the political life 
along the Ganges. 

A Shrewd Mahatma 

In a recent interview with Parisian 
newspapermen, Ghandi expressed the 
opinion that in the event of "sudden" 
emancipation, a free India would not 
very well he able to dispense with a 
regular standing army. Yes, the Mah- 
atma said this. The newspapermen show- 
ered questions on the -saintly man and 
he ■answered nearly all with saintly pa- 
tience and- serenity. There was one ques- 
tion, however, which he evaded with the 
sleekness of an eel. That question was in 
regard to his attitude toward the. Rus- 
sian revolution. "I am too humble", the 
Mahatma replied to this question, "to 
pretend to omniscience. Consequently I 
must declare that I do not know what to 
think o£ the Russian revolution". The 
"Mahatma" did not appear pleased at 
all by the suggestion of a comparison be- 
tween the Indian revolution and the Rus- 
sian. 

Would it be too rash to assume on the 
basts of all this that the great principle 
of Oriental ethics— non-violence — is in 
the last analysis, only a cloak for the 
fear the Hindu bourgeoisie has of the 
armed masses? .Hardly. The Russian 
bourgeoisie (and the Spanish bourgeoisie 
in its turn today) shouted at the top of 
ftri lungs that its revolution was "blood- 
less" and covered its fear of. the people 
with less effective, to he sure, but nev- 
ertheless just as guarded ideological cere- 
is on iousness. The Russian bourgeoisie 
was faced with war times , that 
accelerated the march, of events and 
with a resolute and (irmly estab- 
lished working class party. Its end 
came rather swiftly. The course of 
the Indian bourgeoisie, which kowtows 
no less to the foreign imperalists, will 
probably, considering the times and more 
than that — the geographical situation of 
the country — be a much lengthier one. 
The colonial character of India makes 
its revolution dependent to a large ex- 
tent, upon the attitude, the aid rendered 
It by the British working class. In the 
course of events, the attachment between 
the seasoned prolet&rlaL of Great Britain 
and the youthful proletariat of India, 
which is historically Inevitable, will no 
doubt develop into the detesmining in- 
fluence in that country's future. For the 
present, however, both the British as 
well as the Indian workers are still to 
be found in the background of the scene. 
The further progress of the German rev- 
olutionary movement in Europe and of 
the Chinese in the Far Bast will, sooner 
or later, serve to set the former two into 
motion. 

Signs of Militancy 
In the meantime, a few signs of rising 
militancy are already visible on the per- 
iphery of the new movement.' At, Srinl- 
gar, a crowd estimated at 12.G0O persons 
attacked (jie police station and liberated 
three prisoners. Despite the manifold 
assurances by the nationalist leaders that 
the masses would abstain from violent 
action, the British police forces have 
taken all possible precautions. The vice- 
roy of India, Lord AVillingdon, has un- 
leashed a savage system of repression 
all over the country. Police and soldiery 
have' been armed to the teeth. An ordi- 
nance has been issued outlawing all 
meetings of groups of more than, five 
persons, The gentlemanly Willingdon, 
quite a hand with a criekei bat himself 
(the papers say) seems of late to have 
become an enthusiast of the native 
"lathi", applied by Ms troops with utter 
abandon to the skulls and bodies of de- 
monstrants in the public squares. The 



British soldiery have recently been In- 
creased to fully 68,000 men, the native 
to more than 175,000. They are appar- 
ently expecting serious trouble. 

Ju'st how soon the activity of the mass- 
es will rise above the heads of their 
nationalist leaders, it is hard to tell. 
The Communist party, young and weak 
as a result of the Menshevik policies of 
Stalin-Bueharin in the Far Bast up to 
1927 and due to the entire loss of rev- 
olutionary perspective since, is almost 
without any influence at all. The Garni 



Kamgar textile workers and the rail- 
road workers of the G. I. P., who have 
already made Indian history in the past, 
have not yet been heard from. But they 
are sure -to figure more prominently in 
the near future. The lathi, after all, 
does not distinguish between the masses, 
it strikes and hurts them aH. But it 
is not likely that the workers of India 
will long be fascinated by whatever 
it is that "Mahatma" Ghandi is spinning 
— in his cell or out of it. The workers, 
once they are started, will act, and act 
forcefully. For the Communists, the pre- 
sent situation in India represents an ex- 
cellent opportunity to approach the 
masses, to build up their cadres and to 
consolidate their influence and their fol- 
lowing for the more decisive struggles 
to come. — S. G. 



Thaelmann's Belated Self-Criticism 

The Leader of the German Communist Party «Examines» Some of Its Mistakes 



For years the Stalinist Central Com- 
mittee of the Communist Party of Ger- 
many lias been considering itself as in- 
fallible in its political decisions. But 
since a mistake remains a mistake whe- 
ther it is recognized or not, the effects 
of the false line of the party leader- 
ship frequently lead to such dangerous 
moods in the party that it is frequently 
considered absolutely necessary at the 
top to undertake a "turn" This is there- 
upon motivated "theoretically" by the 
highest instances, and naturally a good 



The Results of the Toronto Elections 



The recent municipal elections held in 
Toronto have, in the shade of events of 
the past few months, gained a signific- 
ance historic in the annals of Canadian 
elections. 

The bourgeois candidates (in civic 
elections all candidates are "non-partis- 
an" ; they do not officially rtin on a party 
ticket) all agreed upon the fact that no 
.major issues existed 1 ; that whoever was 
elected to sit at the City Hall would be 
on a program of better sidewalks, more 
sidewalks, and the insistence on string- 
ent economy {naturally at the expense 
Of working class relief measures). That 
there were 50,000 unemployed in the city, 
well, so long as they were keeping quiet 
at the soup kitchens and not demanding 
unemployment relief, they were not an 
issue. If t>,000 bailiff's notices of evic- 
tions were issued, that was a sign that 
prosperity was around the corner. .Wages 
being slashed, and factories closing 
down, throwing workers and their fam- 
ilies upon the mercy of charity, that 
was not an issue for the civic fathers. 
As long as the working class and the 
dispossessed elements of the petty bour- 
geoisie did not organize for the better- 
ment of their conditions, the bourgeoisie 
were quite content with the status quo, 
and intended to further confuse the 
masses with the spirit of civic duty. 
The Communist Ticket 
But the Dominion and Provincial au- 
thorities wene more considerate of the 
interests of the hard working capitalist*, 
and had taken measures a few months 
before by the arrest of the eight Com- 
munist leaders, and their trial and con- 
viction to 5 years in the penitentiary. 
After overcoming the legal red rape they 
were released on bail until their appeal, 
and to the dismay of the authorities Tim 
Buck was nominated for the Board of 
Control, and John Boychiick (another of 
the defendants, with another comrade, 
werv nominated for alderman. The Com- 
munist party now being an olftlawed or- 
ganization in Ontario, they ran as can- 
didates of the Toronto Workers' United 
Front Conference. The main campaign 
was centered around Buck, the control- 
lership necessitating a city-wide cam- 
paign and vote. 

Buck, as the Communist candidate, 
naturally was the only candidate to 
bring out the working class issues ; the 
need for relief and insurance at the ex- 
pense of the state, and the fight against 
Section 98 of the Criminal Code, which 
suppressed the rights of free speech and 
assemblage. At every election meeting 
Buck was received with tremendous en- 
thusiasm ; a Communist candidate was 
receiving sympathetic 'hearings and ova- 
tions such as the bourgeois candidates 
did not receive. The press religiously 



choice. After working his way on the 
backs of the working class, he was no 
longer interested in its problems. ' Back- 
ed by a powerful press, anil every means 
of agitation he was sure of election. To 
offset the influence of the Communist 
program the bourgeois concentration 
block put out Simpson as the man to 
look after their interests during the 
present period. 

Election day, January 1st, was a day 
as dull and dirty as capitalism itself. 
A continual rain kept back many people 
from the polls, and especially destitute 
workers who could not clothe themselves 
properly. 

Simpson, the labor faker, headed the 
list. Although the total number of votes 
polled was lower than last year, the 
vote of Buck doubled; the reactionary 
press lamented that "Tim Buck Com- 
munist, was the only one of nine candi- 
dates who increased his vote over last 
year. Despite his recent conviction on 
charges of membership in an illegal as- 
sociation and seditious conspiracy, he 
polled 5,974 votes, 2&41 over his iast 
year's figure of 3,033 — an increase of 97 
per cent." The two other Communist 
alderman candidates polled 505 and 7158 
votes each, both being higher than last 
year. 

The qualifications for voting demanded 
that one be a tenant or householder; 
those whose taxes were in arrear were 
deprived of the privilege of democracy ; 
thus the dispossessed workers were not 
able to vote. The votes for Tim Buck 
were votes of protest against capitalist 
reaction and tor immediate unemploy- 
ment relief. The thousands of people 
who applauded him, did not «11 vote for 
him; it was a spontaneous enthusiasm, 



partly aroused by the recent trial, and 
not yet crystallised into a working class 
expression. With a campaign of public- 
ity a powerful contact could have been 
made with the working class, but the 
vote was, insofar as elections are a 
criterion, a consciousness of a Leftward 
sentiment in the working-class. 
The Pa^y Program 
The election programme of the party 
was not centralized i" its demands, but 
diffused over a host of "municipal" is- 
sues. The fight to-day is for the elemen- 
tary rights of free speech, press and 
assemblage for the working class, which 
is centered around the movement for 
repeal of iSection 98, and it is upon this 
Issue that all efforts should have been 
concentrated. The struggle for unem- 
ployment insurance should have been 
linked up in the fight against Section 
98, explaining how this section was for 
the purpose of gagging the vanguard of 
the working class. We defoand its re- 
peal not merely for the sate of repeal, 
but as the removal of a band of oppres- 
sion so the working class can propagate 
sind fight for its demands. 

The party mobilized its forces for an 
energetic election campaign, one in which 
', the comrades of the Left Opposition took 
an active part In the canvassing, scrut- 
inizing and general propaganda work 
to which we were assigned. This cam- 
paign was a means of rallying the party 
workers, and the election should not be 
considered as the climax; it is hut the 
beginning anew of the struggle for ele- 
.mentary working class rights, fn which 
we shall be found with the party in the 
struggles. 
Toronto — s ' GREBN. 



Government Repression in Republican Spain 



The repression being carried on by the, (the minister) and against the Republic. 

Since my lecture had been announced 
under the name Henri Lacroix, Ihey be- 



Republiean leaders takes on forms that 
even Prlmo de ltlvera and Berenger 
never dared to resort to. Spaniards are 
being expelled from Spain. We of the 
Left Opposition are the favored victims. 
A very striking example; Our comrade 
Jose Ramos Lopez is, to be sure, Spanish 
—.the son of Spanish parents born at 
Buenos Aires, but a naturalized Spanish 
citizen. The Argentine police expelled 
him from that country as a revolutionist 
and as a Spaniard. Kamos came to 
Spain, to Sujo to live with his family. 
He is a Communist and one who stands 
up for his ideas. First he is arrested 
at Sujo, then at Cadiz, where he is held 
a government prisoner for three months. 
Tlie governor of Cadiz promises him his 
release on the condition that he return 



lieved that I was a Frenchman and had 
no douM taken preparations to deport 
jne from the country when the Police 
Department of Madrid let the misinform- 
ed chief of police of Valencia know that 
Henri Lacroix is really a Spaniard and 
demanded my immediate return ffom 
Valencia. I was forced to take the first 
train out and to escape to Galicia, where 
the Republic also "governs". 

—HENRI LACROIX. 

Before leaving the United States for 
Spain, after the proclamation of the 
Republic, comrade Ramos was an active 
militant among the Spanish -speaking 
groups of the anarchist and I. W. W. 
movement in New York. Our movement 
attracted him to the extent of engaging 
for quite a time in friendly discussions 
it. A contract was entered' the prison at six o'clock In the morning t j etween him and some of our comrades. 



kept a strict silence- on the Communist' to Sujo. A few days later, several 
campaign, not a word of publicity did 1 "Civic Guards" and gendarmes come to 
they give 



into with the Daily Star, a Liberal (!) 
paper, to let Buck speak over Its radio 
station, but after the Star realized they 
were acting as liberals in allowing this, 
the contract was immediately broken, the 
money returned, and an excuse offered 
that "qpder the circumstances, etc., etc." 
A Safe awl Sane Candidate 
But there was a "labor" candidate In 
the field, and a very popular one. The 
social democracy may be proud of its 
sons ; the Toronto branch, known as James 
Simpson, and the backing of all the 
newspapers and he received plaudits 
from all sections of the capitalist class 
for his wisdom, and especially Ijis "safe 
and sane" labor policies. For him but 
one issue existed — to be re-elected to the 
Board of Control and taste further of 
the fruits of office. On the slate of the 



reactionary Orange Order he was first 
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and seize our comrade. His protests are 
of no avail. The governor had promised 
him his release on that very day. But 
instead, he is thrown on board the 
steamer "Uruguay", leaving a few min 
utes later for the Argentina. No one 
was informed of anything until our Cadiz 
comrades came to the prison on their 
daily visit to comrade Ramos. 

The bourgeois, reactionary Republic 
has committed another abominable crime. 
What sort of fate will Uriburu have In 
store -for our comrade? 

The bourgeois press has refused pub- 
lication to our protests. The cynicism 
of the reactionaries is becoming more 
detestable and more criminal under the 
Republic than it ever was under the 
monarchy. 
Liberty and Equality Under the Republic 

A short time ago, tlie Spanish Catholics 
met at Va'lenica and held a mass meeting 
and demonstrations against the Republic. 
The workers who wanted to demonstrate 
against Catholic and monarchist reac- 
tion found the "Republican" authorities 
on the side of the latter. The Catholics 
and monarchists can speak and act 
against the Spanish people, only we are 
denied the right to propagate our ideas. 

In Valencia also, I gave a lecture on 
December 14, which had been announced 
in advance. The governor refused per- 
mission to announce the meeting as one 
bearing a political Communist character 
and It had to be announced as an educa- 
tional affair. The workers attended en 
masse. We had excellent success. 

Other lectures were organized by the 
comrades in the various provinces. Bat 
when I had completed my lecture in 
Valencia, I was called before the chief 
of police who informed me that he would 
not authorize any more of my lectures 
and that I had committed an offense com- 
. parable- to libel against Largo Caballero 



Opon his arrival in Spain he joined the 
Communist party and became an ad- 
herent in it of the views of the Opposi- 
tion. His revolutionary activity in Cadiz 
brought about his imprisonment and the 
recent decision— entirely arbitrary— to de- 
port him to the Argentine. While in 
Spain recently, comrade Shaehtman es- 
tablished contact with comrade Ramos 
in prison, from whom he subsequently 
received the letter which we reprint 

here: 

Cadiz Prison, 1117-1931 

Dear comrade Shaehtman : 

I received your letter and was glad to 
hear from you. How are you getting 
along. I was surprised to bear of your 
arrival in Madrid. I believe you can 
gather some notes about the Spanish 
revolution and the forces of the work- 
ers throughout the country, notes which 
you can later reproduce in the pages of 
the Militant. 

You con see how my old friends, the 
anarcho-syndicalists, are playing the 
game of-the bourgeoisie. If yon remem- 
l>er, when I was in New York, I didn't 
believe this, but when I saw how they 
cooperated in the establishment of the 
Republic and fought together with the 
bourgeois forces, I woke up and learned 
that only a proletarian party can lead 
the revolution. 

The official party does not want to 
carry on a serious work and give a pol- 
itical education to the proletariat. It 
rather wants to fight against the "Trot,- 
skvlsts", but now I think that under 
the flag of the O. C. B. (Left Opposition 
in Spain) and wftR the solidarity of the 
international sections, we can arrive 
swiftly at the unity of the Spanish Com- 
munists on a revolutionary line with 
the-goal of the proletarian dictatorship. 

yours for the victory of Bolshevism 
RAMOS. 



deal of noise is made about the '"Bolshe- 
vik self-criticism" with which it is done. 
The result which the "theoreticians" of 
the Central Committee then attain is 
usu'ally this : The policy of the party 
leadership is l-'ntirely right, but subor- 
dinate party instances have not under- 
stood how to carry out the errorless 
line corfectly. 

Thaelmann's Self-Criticism 

Entirely of this type is the "self- 
criticism*' with which Ernst Thaelmann 
occupies himself in the November- Dec- 
ember double number of the Internation- 
ale, where he writes to "establish a 
series of ideological deviations and poli- 
tical weakness, aye, even political mis- 
takes in our revolutionary mass work". 
But in order to avoid even the ap- 
pearance of wanting to criticize the line 
of the C. C. itself, he immediately adds 
that the mistakes were of course not 
committed by the whole party but were 
based upon «n "insufficient political edu- 
cation of individual comrades and func- 
tionaries" or upon an "inadequate com- 
prehension of the decisions adopted at 
international and German party congress- 
es". These remarks of Thaelmann 
alone already adequately characterize the 
type of this ''Bolshevik self-criticism". 

But let us now examine more closely 
what the "leader of the C. P. G." says 
concretely in his article of HO pages. 

Thaelmann discovers here that the 
struggle against the Prussian government 
has up to now not been conducted sharp- 
ly enough : 

"We must go further beyond this to 
the declaration that even in the ranks of 
the revolutionary proletariat, not without 
our being to blame, there were present 
at least sub-conscious moods to the ef- 
fect that Brftun-Severiiig were neverthe- 
less perhaps a 'lesser evil' than a Hitler- 
Goebbels government in Prussia. Such 
an influencing of the revolutionary work- 
ers by the deceitful social democratic 
ideology, .such remnants of social dem- 
ocratic thought in our ranks, are, how- 
ever, as we mu«t declare iu complete 
agreement with the decisions of the XI 
Plenum, the worst danger for the Com- 
munist i>arty." 

Obviously, therefore, certain C. P. G. 
comrades arrived at the idea that a 
Hitler government in Prussia would act 
in an even more reactionary and anti- 
working class manner than the then 
Brauii- Severing government. The party 
comrados in question surely did not mean 
by this that the S. P. policy -of the lesser 
evil in parliament . was correct. But 
they were ol the opinion th:.t ihe more 
dangerous enemy today is Hitler and 
that the party must therefore lead the 
main attack against him. For Thaelmann, 
however, such an opinion is "the worst 
danger for the Communist party 

Further iu the eourse of his "self- 
criticism", Thaelman himself is obliged 
to admit that in the attitude of the 
party towards Fascism, great short- 
comings came to light. He writes: 

"We yielded at least in part to the 
false theory «f the 'inevitability' of the 
Fascist dictatorship under monopoly cap- 
iallsm, or at all events, we did not al- 
ways develop a sufficiently sharp strug- 
gle against this false theory, a theory 
which leads us off the road." 

As an example of this, Thaelmann 
quotes from the September 1031 number 
of the V. P. G. paper, I»er Propagandist 
the following passage: 

"A social democratic coalition govern- 
ment, which confronted an incapacitated, 
spli£np. confused proletariat, would be a 
thousandfold greater evil than an open 
Fasist dictatorship, which came forward 
against a class conscious proletariat, de- 



termined to struggle and united in its 
mass." 

By this is completely confirmed what 
the Left Opposition and particularly 
Trotsky -have critfcized most sharply 
for months: namely, that there are forces 
at work in the C. P. G. which not only 
consider the seizure of power by the 
Fascists as inevitable, but afe downright 
desirable under certain circumstances. 



EXPIRATION OF SUBSCRIPTION 

If the number of your wrapper is 99 
or under, your subscription has expired. 
To ensure that you do not miss a single 
Issue of Tlie Militant, send in your re- 
newal immediately to The Militant, 84 
East 10th St., New York, N, Y. 



Minneapolis 
Open Forum 



Among the lecture arranged for forth- 
coming weeks at the Minneapolis Forum 
are the following: 

All meetings, unless otherwise men 
tioned are at 3 P. M.: 

Sunday, January 24, 1932: DEBATE: 

"Socialism versus Communism". Speak-, 
ers: O. P. Victorian, representing the 
Socialist Party against Carl Cowl 
representing Communist League of Am- 
erica (Opposition). 

Sunday, January 31, 1932: "The Pro- 
posed Railroad Wage Heduetions" 
Speaker: C. R- Hedlund. 

AH these lectures and debates will he 
held at the Workers Open Forum, 1530 
Bast Franklin Ave., Minneapolis, Minn. 

The Admission is free. 



That the party leadership is now com 
pelted to come out openly against thest 
ideas only shows the extent to whicti 
such defeatist moods were already wide 
spread in the party. 

A whole section of Thaelmann's article 
is concerned with the too well knowi 
"theory" of the people's revolution, at 
invented by the party leadership in con 
iiection with the teachings on the "na 
liottiil and social emancipation". Thes* 
slogans were raised in their day in ordei 
to win the petty bourgeois strata foi 
Communism,. in connection with which 
to mention nothing else, it was com 
pie t el j- overlooked that the most ixnme 
diate task of tlie C. P. G. must be not 
the winning of the middle classes but 
the winning of the majority of the pro 
eltariat. And it is precisely here that a 
slogan like that of the "people's revolu- 
tion" is not only worthless but directlj 
harmful, since it does not sufficiently em- 
phasize the class standpoint. 

Thaelmann himself is slowly beginning 
to. perceive this when he writes in his 
article : 

"Only when we win the proletarian 
majority for Communism can wc realize 
the further tasks of drawing tlie allies ol 
the proletariat from the middle classes 
into the anti-capitalist united front and 
thereby create the premises for the peo- 
ple's revolution of Marx and Lenin. 
Every smearing up of these fundament- 
als, every abandonment of the prelimin- 
ary need of the struggle for our own 
class is a break with Marxism, a break 
with Leninism !" 

But who raised this "break wTtn Lenin- 
ism" to tlie point of a ''theory'"/ Nobody 
but the Central Committee of the C. P. 
G. itself, which, for example, in a re- 
solution of January 1031, established 
the "people's revolution" as tlie ''main 
strategical slogan of the party". Is It 
then to be wondered at if subordinate 
functionaries of the party thereupon 
apply this slogan as it should be under- 
stood according to this C. C. conception'] 1 
Such a thoroughly good-believer of a 
functionary was A. E. who wrote, as 
far back as December 1030, in the paper 
Der Propagandist that 

"for the strategy and tactics of the 
proletarian revolution It is primarily a 
matter of winning the petty bourgeois 
strata for the proletarian revolution or 
at least of neutralizing them." 

This was entirely in harmony with the* 
line of the conceptions of the "people's 
revolution" then advocated by the C. C. 
and established officially as late as 
January 1081. # Now — Thaelmann needed 
a whole year for this acknowledgment*— 
it is suddenly established that the 
limited conception of A. K. '"has nothing 
more in common with Marxism and 
Leninism". Which is of course correct 
to the extent that the corresponding line 
of the C. C. really had not much more 
to do with Leninism. 

(In passing: For A. E. to be treated 
as a scapegoat is especially harsh. 
Alexander Kmel was at one time pun- 
ished as an Oppositionist in Russia, In 
the German party, after a probation 
period of a year, he sought to earn his 
spurs by expressly separating himself 
from Trotsky's views at every opportun- 
ity, most recently in the question of the 
Spanish revolution. And he is just the 
one whom the Great rhaelmann has 
now sought out sis the whipping boyi) 

Finally, we cannot let pass unchal- 
lenged what Thaelmann has to say In 
.his article on the question of Individual 
terror. It would undoubtedly be correct 
for the C. C. to disassociate itself pub- 
licly from individual terror, but it is 
to fall into the other extreme when 
Thaelmann writes : 

"Those workers wholet themselves be 
misguided by the planned Nazi-provoca- 
tions by defending themselves with the 
same" methods of individual terror,' are 
moving away, with regard to the meth- 
ods of the proletarian struggle for free- 
dom, from the fundamentals of Marxism- 
Leninism" 

Taken literally, this means that hence- 
forth the C. P. G. members are to. be 
'prohibited even from forcible defense 
from Fascist assaults. This is going 
much too far. Terror can only be broken 
by terror and it is just the "leader ol 
the C. I'. (J." who should understand 
that under the- conditions created by 
the Fascist acts of violence, one cannot 
act in accordance with the principles of 
the sermon on the mount. 

In conclusion, let. u^ point to still 
another observation Thaelmann made at 
the end of his lengthy article and which 
we can join wiih heartily: 

"It appears that in spite of the great 
successes of our party. Its theoretical 
level, the ideolgicai-politleal level of our 
party work, is inadequate, and absolute- 
ly requires a fundamental improvement." 
But the very next sentence, which 
qualifies the decisions of the leadership 
as "unobjectionable and correct", Indi- 
cates that Thaelmann is not at all the 
man to undertake a genuine, serious self- 
criticism. Bureaucratic superficiality and 
fakers' amtocratism are the essence of 
-Thaelmann's article. There can be no 
talk whatsoever of a turn for the better. 
Suth a one can. In general, not pro- 
ceed from above;- it must result from the 
pressure of the members thamselv.es. The 
Left Opposition will support with all its 
strength every step of the party members 
in this iirection. 
Berlin, Januafy 1932 — W. M. 
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DARROW AND THE 

8COTTSDOKO CASE 

The withdrawal of Clarence Darrow* 
and Arthu'r Garfield Hays from all par- 
ticipation in the legal side of the Scotts 
boro case has called forth a chorus of 
praise from the bourgeois press. Dar- 
row didn't like the agitational methods 
of the International Labor Defense. 
"You can't mix politics with a law case" 
he said. He would take part in the legal 
defense only on the condition that the 
I. L. D. keep out. The withdrawal of 
(he famous lawyer on these grounds af- 
fords the brass check newspapers — whose 
attention was drawn to the Seottsboro 
case by the stormy agitation of the I. 
L. D. — another occasion to point a moral 
about the harmful effects of "Commun- 
ist interference" in behalf of any vlotim 
of bourgeois justice. Liberal snivellers 
and mu'ddle- headed workers, whose think- 
ing is done or them by the ruling class, 
are echoing this judgment. 

Such arguments are not worthy of a 
moment's consideration. The I. I,. D. 
was absolutely right in rejecting the pre- 
sumptuous demands of Darrow and Hays, 
and the Scottshoro prisoners showed wis- 
dom in «upporting the stand of their de- 
fense organization. Any other course 
would have signified an end to the light 
to organize the protest of the masses 
against the legal lynching ; and .with 
that would have ended any real hope to 
save the boys and restore their freedom. 

■There are people, of course- -and too 
many of them — who hold a contrary 
view. But they are the credulous ones 
who have faith in the justice and fair- 
ness of the class courts. ,We rejoice at 
the blow that has been dealt to this ser- 
vile and treacherous philosophy. It is 
true that tke lawyers in question are 
celebrated in their trade. But -from our 
point ot view that fact only Invests the 
culling of their bluff with a greater signi- 
ficance and merits for it a warm ap- 
proval. 

"You can't mix politics with a law 
case"— that is a reactionary lie. ( lt is 
father to the poisonous doctrine, that a 
labor case is a purely legal relation be- 
tween lawyer and client and the court. 
It was under that sign— with the same 
Darrow in the leading role— that the 
McNamaras and Schmidt and Kapl.u 
were sacrificed, and the labor movement 
was dealt a blow from which it has 
not yet recovered. It was the influence 
of this idea" over the Saceo-Vanzetti De- 
fense Committee which paralyze the 
protest mass movement at every step 
and thereby contributed to the final 
tragic outcome. Not to the courts alone, 
and not primarily there, but to the 
masses must the appeal of the perse- 
cuted of class and race be taken. There 
Is the power and there is the justice. 
The affair of Darrow, the Scottsboro 
prisoners and the I. L. D, will help to 
Inculcate this lesson. 



UNITED FRONT PROSPECTS 

The most noticeable single trend to be 
observed in the ranks of the more or less 
radical workers is the sentiment for un- 
ity of action. This sentiment permeates 
"all the «rg<inizit!ion& to a considerable 
extent, and it corresponds to the needs 
of the day. As a consequence of this there 
is a great deal of unity talk to be heard. 
Some of it is a sincere expression of 



the workers' feelings and moods, some 
of it a bait to catch their attention. The 
effect o£ all the talk so far, has bi«rc neg- 
ligable. The labor movement, including 
its Radical sections, has not been divided 
and disrupted without profound causes. 
Talk alone will never bring about the 
desired unity In struggle. It may, and 
to a certain extent does, exert a retarding 
influence on the process. Every hypocri- 
tical argument, every dishonest maneuver 
In the name of unity works against its 
actual realization. 

On the other hand, the increasing pres- 
sure upon the workers strengthens their 
impulses for a common firont of strug- 
gle, and raises the issue ever more in- 
Istently. Concrete manifestations here 
and there of solidarity in action are to 
be seen. And these are the best gauge 
by which to judge the prospects for the 
formation of the united front of mili- 
tant labor. From this standpoint, last 
week's mass meeting for the defense of 
the indicted marine workers has an ex- 
ceptional interest. No single event in 
recent years has done so much to raise 
the hopes of the radical workers that 
a way can l>e found, despite ail the dif- 
ferences between , the various organiza- 
tions and groups, for the radical workers 
to get together for a united fight against 
the class enemy. 

This mass meeting, like the defense 
committee which sponsored it, was an 
experiment in co-operation on a single 
issue of the class struggle— the defense 
of i>erseeuted workers. No one can deny 
that it made a (jood showing. The hall 
was packed to the doors and the senti- 
ment for unity resounded in the applause 
which greeted speaker after speaker who 
dwelt on this theme. Militant unionists, 
communists, anarchists, syndicalists and 
socialists were represented on (he plat- 
form as well as in the audience. ■ The 
chief feature of the whole affair, and the 
one that determined its enthusiastic 
spirit, was the formal appearance of a 
united fight. There is every reason for 
the partisans of the united front — among 
whom we belong, to regard the demon- 
stration as a significant step forward. 

It is no less necessary however, to 
see the short-comings and the weak sides 
of this first experiment. There were not 
a few members of the official Commun- 
ist Party in the audience, but it was not 
represented on the platform. Despite 
invitations of the defense committee, 
the party and the I. L. D. withheld par- 
ticipation in this public demonstration of 
support for workers under prosecution. 
There are i>eople who put this fact down 
to the credit side of the meeting. They 
want a united front — without the Com- 
munist Party. But thai; is absurd as 
well as reactipnary. The workers sup 
porting the official Communist Party 
constitute the strongest and most dyn- 
amic force in the radical labor move- 
ment. The progress towards a genuine 
united front, with power behind it, has 
to be .measured first of all by the pres- 
sure developing within, the party ranks 
in favor of such a policy. 

The mass meeting for the marine 
workers in prison helped to consolidate 
the sentiment for the united front in the 
ranks of all the organizations which took 
part in it. In addition to lhat it had a 
value, as an object lesson, in stimulating 
these sentiments in the rank and file of 
the official party. This was probably its 
greatest significance. — J. P. C. 



Is Stalin Preparing Another 1923 in Germany ? 



(Continued from page J) 
of the whole of Europe, not excluding the 
Soviet Union. The danger of Fascism' is 
casually refered to from time to time. 
Every time it is mentioned, it is falsely 
explained: For the Dally Worker, like 
for the rest of the Stalinist press, the 
"social -Fascists" are trying — no less ! — 
to put Hitler into power, which is ap- 
parently unnecessary in view of the 
fact — according to the D, W. — that Bruen- 
ing and his regime -are already Fascist. 

But never yet has the Worker sought 
to arouse the party members or the mili- 
tant workers In general to the acute 
danger. Never has it presented to its 
readers a clear statement as to what Inc. 
(ierman party leaders plan to do to stop 
the Hitlerite .march to power. 

And in truth it cannot do so because 
the German Stalinist high-priests look 
upon Hitler's capture of power as in- 
evitable. Some ot them write coolly 
that a Fascist dictatorships — our readers 
will find the exact quotation elsewhere 
on these pages — is a "lesser evil" com- 
pared to a social democratic coalition. 
All of them take the attitude that any- 
thing that happens is preferable to adopt- 
ing the only policy suitable for the sit- 
uation : the organization of the 'mili- 
tant united front of the Communist and 
the social democratic workers— what the 
Left Opposition proposes. 

Boastful Claims and Sorry Realities 

Month after month now, the. German 
Stalinists have been substituting bureau- 
cratic boasting and self-content for a 
policy of vigilance and united action. 
'}We are growing. The Fascists are at 
the end of their rope". After every 
vote cast since the last Reichstag elec 
tions, the German Stalinists have an 
nouneed that Hitler has reached the apey 
of his strength. But the Hitlerites have 
■continued to grow in spite of these pro 
gnositi cat ions. Their increases have far 
outstripped those of the C. P. : in Mecklen 
burgJSehwerin, in Brunswick, in Olden- 
burg, in Hesse, in Hamburg, in Bremen, 
and only last Sunday in the elections to 
the Lippe Diet, where the Fascists jump- 
ed from nothing to ft seats, while the 
C. P. G. mover from one member to 
two. These electoral gains by themselves 
are far from fatal to the proletarian 
cause because, first, there is a "political 
limit" to su'ch ■gains by the Fascists, 
and second, the Issue of ower will not 
be decided by these votes. An editorial 
in one of the shrewdest organs of the 
American bourgeoisie, the New York] 



Times (1-12-321, commenting upon a re- 
view of the situation by the Berliner 
Tageblatt, observes that to argue from 
Hitler's recent electoral gains 

"that it needs only ' another few 
months of the same pace to produce a 
Hitler majority in the nation is errone- 
ous. It is contention of the article (in 
the B. T.) that Hitler cannot keep on 
gaining, and for the simple reason that 
the 'reservoir' whence he has been 
drawing his votes is about exhausted. 
The Fascist gains have been made at the 
expense of the former Right parties, and 
by now these .have been pretty well ab- 
sorbed by the Hitler following. . . . 

In one sense at least the essence of 
these observations is correct. The Hit- 
ler reservoir is being exhausted — a fact 
about which Hitler is not at all unaware 
The enemy is not always a.fu'pid— far 
from it. Hitler knows, as the Commun- 
ist know (or should know) that the 
elections are merely a barometer of the 
moods of the classes. Hitler knows too 
that for the seizure of power votes are 
not enough. Hitler knows further that 
hia votes are approaching a "political 
maximum" under the given conditions 
and that a violent attempt must lie made 
to seize power before the crucial moment 
has passed. Hitler knows, finally, that 
"the strength of the National Socialists 
lies at the present moment not so much 
in their own army as in the dispersal 
of the army of their mortal foe." And 
it is principally upon the continuation 
of the latter condition that Hitler is 
staking his cards. 

The Times editor continues : "The 
(German) writer finds that against Hit 
ler stands a 'proletarian bloc' .consist 
ing of the socialists and. Communists, in 
which he has made virtually no dent 
since his impressive debut of September 
1S)3G." This Is too "sanguine". It is 
true that the Communist and socialist 
masses hate Fascism. But they do not 
yet constitute a bloc for the simple 
reason that not only have the socialist 
leaders no heart for a fight against 
Fascism which might lead to a proletar- 
ian revolution — rather than lead up to 
that eventually, they will lay down before 
Fascism — but the official Communist 
leaders are determined to form no bloc, 
no united front with the social dem- 
ocratic masses, a united front which, if 
realized, would crush the Fascists tinder 
the terrific weight of the combined pro- 
letarian mass. 

There lies the crux of the difficulty 



Stifling the Labor Defense 



In a previous article on the dangers 
confronting the i. L,. d. because of tbe 
mechanization of the organization by 
way of the "group system", it was said 
that this new plan of organization would 
deprive the membership of the enthus- 
iasm for activities so much needed In 
order to carry on mass defense work. 
Only six weeks have elapsed since this 
was predicted and already there can be 
seen the correctness of this estimation. 
Fortunately, not all of the branches of 
the T. L. D. have as yet been reorgan- 
ised on the group plan, but branches that 
have already undergone this "successful" 
operation show definite signs of regres- 
sion. For example, the model branch of 
all branches in the district for mem- 
bership, meeting attendance, sale of La- 
Bor Defenders and other propaganda lit- 



GERMAN OPPOSITION 



On Sunday, December 13, the Enlarg- 
ed National Committee of the Left Op- 
position of the German Communist Party 
(Bolshevik-Leninists) met with repre- 
sentatives from Saxony- and Wasser- 
kante (Hamburg) present. A more ex- 
tensive representation from the provinces 
was not possible because of financial 
difficulties. 

Organization Growing 
From the reports on the state of the 
organization it could be seen that the 
Left Opposition, freed from sectarianism 
ha"s experienced a gratifying deveFopment 
in the course of the past six months 
In Wasserkante, the' formerly small group 
has l>eeome a relatively strong faction 
of the party, consisting of parly func- 
tionaries to the extent of two-thirds. 
This local group Is developing a stirring 
political activity ._, Likewise, the Saxon 
organization can account for further 
progress in tihe party and especially In 
the Youth. The Southwestern district 
has developed a certain political activity 
fn recent times. Especially In Bruchsal 
have our comrades understood how to 
realize the united front in practise. A 
unity committee of all the proletarian 
organizations has been ■ formed which 
places the entire working class of Bru- 
chsal in struggle against Fascism. Other 
localities of this district have been sim- 
ilarly worked upon. At the same time 
we have succeeded in fonning in groups 
'in tbV Ruhr district, in gaining new con- 
nections in Schleswig, Up per -Schleswig, 
the Khineland, Magdeburg and in many 
other cities, and the possibility exists 
of ofrming new groups in these local- 
ities~in the near future. 

In Berlin, the Opposition has made 
very good progress. This is expressed 
primarily in the formation of faction 
groupings in a^ series of party wards, 
The work in the party will undoubtedly 
soon be crowned with greater success. 
The growth of the Left Opposition may 
best be measured by bhe constantly in- 
creasing distribution of our ^literature. 
The editions of our pamphletu have 
doubled in size from time to time, and 
the edition of the latest pamphlet has 
reached the number of 1S.000 copies. 
Most »>f the editions have already Deen 
completely 01 almost completely aojd 



out; we are confronted by the need of 
issuing new editions. Our influence has 
risen enormously and we are not wrong 
in contending that in a very short time 
we shall gain-strongly organizationally. 
The weakness of .our organization still 
lies in the insufficient organizational 
activity as measured by tffe present-day 
political requirements, as well as on the 
field of poor and slow accounting. lu 
this connection, however, it should be 
observed that In spite of it the organi 
zation has managed its publications out 
of its own organizational forces. 

Adopt Political Resolution 

The main point on the agenda was 
the discussion on the political situation 
A vigorously serious discussion devel 
oped in dealing with the draft of the 
resolution. Before all, it was a question 
of the Immediate perspectives of the 
struggle. in Germany and of the question 
of the struggle against Fascism. The 
united front as the central problem of 
the struggle against Fascism and its'con- 
crete application were especially the 
subject of the discussions. The draft of 
the resolution was unanimously adopted 
with supplementary additions. This 
draft is to be presented for discussion 
in the groups and serve as a preparation 
for the next conference. 

One of the most important decisions of 
the Enlarged National Committee meet- 



ing is the publication of the ofiicial or- 
gan, Permanente Revolution as a semi- 
monthly beginning with .January. In- 
adequate as, even a semi-monthly is, it 
is nevertheless a comparative step for- 
ward. The more frequent appearance of 
our paper will facilitate our approach 
to the revolutionary workers and thereby 
create further possibilities of growth. 

With tiie deepest conviction of the 
correctness and fruitfulness of the road 
travelled, and with the recognition of 
the need- of exerting all (he forces of 
the Opposition and of multiplying ac- 
tivities, the session of the Enlarged Na- 
tional Committee came to an end. 



± 



erature, is now showing definite signs 
of disintegration and demoralization as 
a result of. having been put through the 
process of the group plan. 

The following are facts appearing on 
its balance sheet to date — meeting atfen 
dance ranging from 50 to 75 members im- 
mediately prior to its. being reorganzied 
into an underground form of organiza- 
tion, dropped to but IS members attend- 
ing the first meeting and 17 members the 
second meting after its rcorganlzaiou, 
and with a corresponding effect upon its 
general line of activities. To illustrate, 
tile branch, which holds the record of 
having sold 800 Labor Defenders the 
month prior to the "operation", now is 
faced with the prospect of hardly reach- 
ing more than half of that quota for the 
current issue. The mechanical grip upon 
the branch is so choking the life out of 
it that even the organizer of the branch 
(a good machine man) realised the dan- 
ger and stated at the last meeting: "I 
had my doubts about the group system 
from the very beginning and now we can 
see that it will not work." 

A more glaring example is not needed 
to show the actual demoralizing effects 
the mechanical group system holds for 
the rest of the I. L. D., now in the pro- 
cess of reorganization. Judging by these 
first signs of results, we will soon be 
justified to use the very popular expres- 
sion "the operation was successful but 

R. IJLCIIIN. 



The Swabeck Meeting in Youngstown 



The official leaders have followed one 
false tyid criminal policy after the other 
In recent years, swinging from a sterile 
and noisy adventurism to an equally 
clamorous and fruitless opportunism. In 
recent months, had they set themselves 
such an aim deliberately, they could 
hardly have done more to prejudice the 
interests of the struggle against Fasc- 
ism. ^With Hitler advancing rapidly, the 
Thaelmanns, Kemmeles azid Neumanns 
not only shouted from the housetops 
that the "Social Democratic Party is the 
main enemy i", but entered into a vulgar 
competition with the Nazis to see who 
could outbid the other in playing on the 
nationalist prejudices of the petty bour- 
geoisie (the notorious "Program for Na- 
tional and Social Emancipation"). They 
not only repelled the social democratic 
workers, even those who were beginning 
to - rebel against Wels, Stroebel and Co.. 
by the thoroughly false cry of 'social- 
Fascists" who must be driven out of the 
factories (and the "little Zoergiebels" 
out of the playgrounds— literally!), but 
finally entered into a shameless support 
of the Fascist Prussian Referendum of 
a few months ago — an action which 
pleased and profited Hitler, on the one 
hand, and Wels on the other, but only 
brought disgrace to the banner of Com- 
munism. 

Now, in the face of all the boasts of 
(he immediate past, in the face of all 
the braggadocio and loud-mouthed radi- 
calism, the Stalinists not only reject the 
imperatively needed united front with 
the social democratic workers, but are 
preparing to quit the field of battle with- 
out firing anything .more deadly than a 
manifesto . . . from exile. No other 
construction can be put upon the policy 
and acts of the Thaelmanns. And a cap- 
itulation now would be a repetition of 
the Brandlerist surrender of 1023 with 
even more fatal consequences. 

Days pregnant with great historical 
significance are ahead in Germany. False 
policies, obstinately maintained, will 
produce ruinous results. A change in 
time, resolutely applied, will eliminate 
much of evil that has been inflicted upon 
the .moremspt in the past. From whom 
can such a change be looked for? From 
Thaelmann and Co.- Hardly. Then 
from the Comintern, from Stalin? Again, 
hardly. What the "Master" thinks of 
the present situation in Germany, nobody 
is permitted to know. During the most 
stirring days of the Spanish revolution, 
the "leader of the world revolution" 
found nothing to say about the tasks' of 
the Communists, or else no need of say- 
ing anything. The present German crisis 
once more finds the Communists without 
the benefit of Stalin's counsel. But its 
benefits would be more than dubious. 
For we already know — try to conceal It 
as he would — what Stalin advised the 
Communists to do under almost identical 
circumstances. In August 1&23, on the 
eve of the decisive events in Germany 
of more than eight years ago^-as the 
minutes of the 1026 Plenum of the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union will testify- -Stalin 
wrote his views on Germany to Zinoviev 
and Buchariti. We quote this extensive 
and illuminating passage: 

What Stalin Once Advised 
"Should the Communists strive for 
tile scizu're of power {at the given mo- 
ment) without the- social democrats, 
have they matured to this point— therein 
lies the question, in my opinion. Taking 
over the power, we in Russia had such 
reserves as: (a) peace, (b) the land to 



the peasants, (e) the support of the 
overwhelming majority of the working 
class, {dj the sympathy of the peasan- 
try. The German Communists have 
nothing of t£e sort at the present time. 
To be sure, they have the Soviet state as 
a neighbor, which we did not have, but 
what can we give them at the present 
moment? If tlie power were now, so to 
speak, to collapse In Germany and the 
Communists seize it, then they will fall 
through with a crash. That in the best 
case'. But in the worst case — they will 
be smashed to a thousand smithereens 
and set back. The matter does not lie 
in the fact that Brandler wants to 
'educate the masses', but in the fact that 
the bourgeoisie, plus the Right social 
democracy, would quite definitely eon- 
vert the educational demonstration into 
the decisive battle (for the moment, 
they have all the chances for it) and 
would smash them. Surely, the Fasc- 
ists are not asleep, but It would he bet- 
.ter for us if the Fascists were to attack 
first: this would assemble the whole 
working clrtss around the Communists 
{Germany is not Bulgaria). Besides, 
from all reports, the Fascists are weak 
in Germany. In my opinion, it is neces- 
sary to restrain the Germans and not 
to spur them on." (Our emphasis). 

Every child, now knows the results of 
Brandler's capitulation in 1923, the Bran- 
dler who hardly needed to be "restrain- 
ed" {by the way, is not the restrained 
Stalin, today the sworn foe of . . . 
Brandlerism?). Today, in a more crit- 
ical world ambience, capitulation with- 
out a struggle would have ever more 
far-reaching effects. Once in power, 
Hitler would not only be in a position 
to exterminate the flower of the German 
proletariat, but would inaugurate a pro- 
longed period of reaction throughout Bur- 
ope. And yet, the persistence of the 
Stalinists in their breakneck course, their 
refusal to adopt the proposals of the 
Opposition for a united front with the 
social democratic masses against the 
Fascist reaction, thfoir inescapable re- 
sonsibility for the division in t)?e ranks 
of the proletariat which Is confronted 
by the Hitlerites, is paving the road to 
power for the latter. 

Tlie Party Ranks Must Speak! 

The Thaelmann course, pursued with 
the approval of the Comintern, is trace- 
able to Stalin, traceable as far back as 
1923. This course is heavy with peril. 
It can and must be changed. The Com- 
munist workers can compel a -change 
Tiie party members — not only in Ger- 
many, here too — must speak out loudly 
and demanding!)'. We have no small 
squabble to settle here. It is about the 
"key to the international situation" that 
the- Lett Opposition, with comrade Trot- 
sky at its head, is speaking now, the 
key wh^n Che Stalinists are allowing to 
slip from their hands. The party mem- 
bers must' speak because silence now is 
a crime. 

—MAX SHACHTMAN. 



"Anti-militarist propaganda must be 
cast over the whole nation like a wide 
net.. The proletarian youth must lie sys- 
tematically imbued with class-conscious- 
ness and with a haired of militarism. 
This kind of agitation would warm the 
hearts' and arouse the youthful enthu's- 
ians of the young proletarians. The pro- 
letarian youth belongs to social dem- 
ocratic anti-milfiarism. It must, and 
will lie won over if everyone does Ihis 
duty. He who has the youth has the 
army." — KARL" LIEBKNECHT. 



WHAT If FASCISM! 

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER TO A COMRADE 
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On January 8, comrade Swabeck spoke 
in Youngstown on the differences within 
the international Communist movement. 
The meeting was attended by twenty-five 
interested workers. Members of the S. 
L. P., of the C. P. and the Y. C. L. were 
present and participated in the discu&sion 
which followed. 

A small group of Stalinists attempted 
to provoke a tight by a running fire of 
interruptions, but had to desist when 
they received no encouragement from 
the workers present In the ' discussion 
period their leader asked for the- floor, 
received it, and launched into a tirade 
of slander against Swabeck and the Op- 
position in general. He concluded with 
an appeal to everyone to .protest by 
leaving the meeting. A worker, indign- 
ant at this tactic, jumped to hit feet 
and protested against such provocation. 
He said, "You were given the floor. Why 
don't, you give argutnents instead of 
slander?'' 

But as everybody knows, a Stalinist 
is not infrequently impervious to sense. 
The Stalinist general and his army of 
three left the meeting. A Y. C L. mem- 
ber, despite ail their exhortations refused 
to leav%. He said he could see no harm 
in discussing the differences between the 
Opposition and Stalinism. 

The workers were of the same opinion. 
For several hours, they asked questions 
and indicated by their opinions that here 
in Voungstown, the wall ot Roman Catfco- 
\ic IguumDcn In wiiich the party rank and 



file is kept, is breaidng down. We will 
continue this work to demolish it com- 
pletely and to reestablish the unity of 
the Communist vanguard. 

—FRANK CHELOFF. 



THE SPANISH ARTICLES 

Pressure of space in this numlier com- 
pels us to hold over the first of the series 
of articles on the sitaution in Spain, by 
comrade Max Shachtman, for the next 
issue of the Militant, where it will surely 
appear. 



Announcement that Gov. Roland H. 
Hartley of Washington had granted a 
parole to O. C. Bland, one of the five 
remaining prisoners In the Centralia 
Armistice Day cases, was made a few 
days ago from the state capital in Olym- 
pia. At the same time the governor ex- 
tended indefinitely the leave of Eugene 
Itarnett, who was paroled last May to 
care for lis wife, then facing a critical 
operation. 

Friends of the prisoners are rreatly 
encouraged by these developments. Some 
three years ago the governor received a 
petition urging their release from 3,500 
residents of Centralia, which has only 
3,000 registered, voters. Eight of the 
trial jurors alos have made affidavit de- 
claring that if the court had permitted 
them to know ail the facts In the case 
they never would have convicted. 



I am writing you today regarding the 
question of Fascism. It would be well if 
you were to discuss three questions with 
the English comrades, since in tiiis man- 
ner we can arrive at conclusions and 
definite views. 

What is Fascism? The name origin- 
ated in Italy. Were all the forms of 
counter-revolutionary dictatorship Fasc- 
ist or not? That is, prior to the advent 
of Fascism in Italy. 

The former dictatorship in Spain, of 

Primo de Rivera, Is called a Fascist 

dictatorship by the Comintern. Is this 

corect ror not? We believe that it is 

' Incorrect. 

The Fascist movement In Italy was a 
spontaneous movement of large masses, 
with new leaders from the rank and file. 
It is a plebeian movement in origin, 
directed and financed by big capitalist 
powers. It issued forth from the petty 
bourgeoisie, the slum proletariat and 
even to a certain extent, from the pro- 
letarian masses, Mussolini, a former 
socialist, is a "self-made" man arising 
from this movement. 

Primo <de Rivera was an aristocrat. 
He occupijed a high military and bur- 
eaucratic post, and was chief governor of 
Catalonia. He accomplished his over- 
throwal with the state and military 
forces. The dictatorships of Spain and 
Italy are two totally different forms of 
dictatorship. It Is necessary to distin- 
guish between them. Mussolini had 
great difficulty in reconciling many old 
military Institutions with the Fascist 
militia. This problem did not exist for 
Primo de Rivera. 

The movament in Germany is analog- 
ous mostly to the Italian movement. It 
is a mass movement, with its leaders em- 
ploying jt great deal of socialist dema- 
gogy. This is necessary for the creation 
of the mass movement. 

Tne genuine basis Is the petty bour- 
geoisie. In Italy it is a very large base 
— the petty bourgeoisie of the towns and 
cities, and the peasantry. In Germany 
likewise, there is a large base for Fasc- 
ism. In England there is less of that 
base because the proletariat is the over- 
whelming majority of bhe population: 



the peasant or farming stratum only an 
insignificant section. 

It may be said, and this is true to 
a certain extent, that the new middle 
class, the functionaries of the state, die 
private administrators, etc., etc., can con- 
stitute such a base. But this is a new 
question that ,must be analyzed. This is 
a supposition. It is necessary to analyze 
just what it will" be. It is necewsary to 
foresee tihe Fascist movement growing 
from this or that element. But this is 
only a perspective which is controlled by 
events. I am not affirming that it is 
impossible for a Fascist movement to 
develop in England or for a Mosley or 
someone else to become a dictator. This 
is a question for thd future. It is a 
far-fetched possibility. 

To speak of it now as an imminent dan- 
ger it\ not a prognosis but a mere pro- 
phecy. In order to lie capable of fore- 
seeing anything in the direction of Fasc- 
ism, it is necessary to have a definition 
of Chat idea. What is Fascism? What 
Is its base, its form and its character- 
istics? How will its development take 
place? 

The aim «f this is to show the English 
comrades that the question is not a sim- 
ple one. It la necessary to proceed in 
a scientifio and Marxian manner. 

Now another question. Naturally, it 
is Important that you occupy yourself 
with the isolated elements of the Left 
Opposition, but it is no less important 
to pay close attention to w-hat is -tak- 
ing place in the Communist Party, the 
Independent Labor Party and the Labour 
Party. The first tremors or the earth- 
quake must have produced very great 
cracks in the wall of the houfee, and the, 
Bolshevik-Leninists can gain an influence 
among a large section of the labor move- 
ment. It is necessary bo direct your at- 
tention not only to our little section hut 
to everything that is happening in this 
great organism. 

This letter is In very rough form. I 
have not even checked its contents but 1 
trust that you will get the general sense 
of the ideas expressed. . . 
Kadlkoy, November 15, 1931. 

— L. TROTSKY. 
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TheLeft Opposition Alone Carries on the Work oF Hyitch 



Once again, the working class of Eur- 
ope is facing a period of colossal his- 
torical opportunities. The world crisis 
of capitalism has produced a revolution- 
ary situation in Central Europe. Com- 
munism is about to stand another gig- 
antic test. Clarity, firmness, Bolshevik 
boldness are the demands ot the minute. 

And it is precisely at this time, that 
the memory of Ijenin is alive as the 
revolutionary inspiration of all working 
class lighters. Lenin represents the vic- 
tory of the Russian revolution, the 
flaming torch of the world revolution. 
It is to his glorious example that the 
militant proletariat turns at all moment 
of crisis, as u well of coniidence, as a 
reservoir of revolutionary jiower. 

Above all else, Lenin taught active 
realism in the class struggle. His was 
not a teaching of dead letters, but of 
living action. He analyzed, he divided 
his friends from his enemies, he cal- 
culated the right moment and the point 
of vantage and he struck. The dry and 
impotent formula of "social Fascism", 
the ir realistic conception of the "single 
reactionary mass" were unknown to him. 

(When Lenin arrived in the I'etiogrnd 
of the February revolution, he did not 
flint a working class ready to folow him 
blindly. His own disciples did not even 
grasp the grand sweep of his revolution- 
ary ideas, lie was not deceived by the 
trend nor by the particular stage of 
developments. He knew and he stressed 
that Hie masses can only learn From 
their own experiences, and lie was de- 
termined tn teach them, patiently but 
surely. Confident, iufransigeant and 
firm, he proceeded to carry out the task 
he had set for himself. Success met 
his resolute, but patient efforts. 

What. Lenin taught, the breath of life 
he breathed into the struggle of the pro- 
letariat for power, is today, unfortun- 
ately, entirely forgotten by those who 
usurp his place in the Communist In- 
ternational. The Cerman Communist 
Part v. the section of the vanguard or 
the interniifinimi work-in? Mass i^at is 

co«frnn tnd with thf] "rpnt'vst t^pl. ^P 
revfiliifionnri- action it fh« nnwoiit io 
further nu-sv tlmn ever from the rn;"' 
f*t Lent™. Its lea dors !m> tn^-m^ii},* of 
seizins the fmnnrt^n-p of the v^r'nitp 
fiU'fnrs In tho eif nation The iflfwiWi- 
*>nt devesfntton brought about hv Stalin- 
Tim since the death of Lenin prevents 
them from mastering the i>nliHcal tnsk 
of dd rnomenf: the unification of flip 
wovIri n « clasa nf the country ii«niiisf the 
mpiwiiMr and rteidlv at tart- of Fascism. 

Lenin never stipulated the absolute 
necessitv of the unconditional iccer-t- 
pnee bv the Hnsstun wnrkin" dais of 
Bolshevik leadership in the rennlsion of 
the Kornilov offense, in defeatin:: Rus- 
sian Hltlertsm. He eonftdenrlv johW 
In a united front with the social dem- 
ocratic workers and forced their Men- 
shevik leaders to reveal their true 
colors. And he moved tho viinerioritv 
of Bolshevik leadership, defeating not 
only Kornilov, but the Kerenskis. the 
Teheld-ea and the Dans and Tseretellis 
with them. 

Before the arrival of Lenin, the Rus- 
sian party was also derailed, dragged in- 
to the concilia ti on ist swamp by Stalin 
and by Kamenev. But the strength of 
the Bolshevik idea made possible- a quick 
rearming of the party o£ Leu in and en- 
abled it to pass through its internal crisis 
and to lead the Russian working class 
in triumph. The Bolshevik idea is not 
dead. The German Left Opposition, un- 
der the direct participation of Leon Trot- 
sky, the co-fighter and the comrade of 
Lenin, Is keeping the ideas of Leninism 
alive. The rearming of the German 
party is on the order of the day. Its 
glorious (tradition dating back to the 
days of the Spartaeists, to the stirring 
memory of its valiant pioneers, to Rosa, 
and Karl, cannot fail to raise it to the 
high level of militancy of tliose days. 
The last word concerning the fate of the 
German working class has not yet been 
spoken. 

Tl»e Stalinist epigones, rotten to the 
core and Infested by the putrid theory 
of socialism in one cuntry, are prepar- 
ing to leave the German workers isolated 
in the battles to come. They want 
peace: the five year plan must first be 
completed. What is at stake Is not only 
the Ave year plan, but the life itself 
of Workers' Russia. Stalin and his tac- 
tion have been so entangled by their own 
mfetakes, so disorientated by the policies 
of vulgar empiricism that they have 
lost all perspective. The alarm must 
be sounded. The situation must be 
saved. The Communist ranks must once 
more be awakened by the pungent, stimu- 
lating ideas of Hyitch. 

When Lenin flrBt set foot on Russian 
soil Jn 1917, he addressed the following 
simple and strong words to the masses 
who had come to greet him : 

"Dear comrades, soldiers, sailors and 
workers! I am happy to greet in your 
person the victorious Russian revolu- 
tion, to greet you as the vanguard of 
the proletarian army of the world . ■ . 
The hou* Is not distant when the peoples, 
answering the call of our comrade Karl 
Liebknecht will take arm» against their 
exploiters, the capitalists . . . The Rus- 
sian revolution, achieved by you, intro- 
duces a i w epoch. Long live the world 
revdntfw 



The hour is not distant today, when 
the hosts of Lenin in 'Russia will have 
io answer the call of the hosts of Lieb- 
knecht in Germany. The Stalinist re- 
gime is revealing itself as an obstacle 
in the way tof the wi*rW revolution, 
more sharply at the present than ever. 
Th,; Left Opposition, with Trotsky, the 
closest collaborator of Vladimir Hyitch 
IjOtiia at its head, is calling tor clarity 
stud action. It ts sounding the alarm in 
time. To the German Communists, to 
the workers of Soviet Russia, to the pro- 
letariat of the whole world, the Left 
opimsitioii directs its voice the voice of 
Lenin. It is not yet too late. The Ger- 
man party is still capable of victory, 
of uniting the proletariat about it— for 
the defeat of the class enemy. Victory 
can come, will come in the way of the 
Left Opposition and comrade Trotsky, 
in the way of Lenin. 
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Hitler Prepares to Strike 

Stalinist Leadership Impotent in Face of Impending Struggle 



Behind the social volcano of present 
day Germany, there is unfolding a poli- 
tical scene that has many elements of 
a farce in it. And that is not at all 
strange. Times of revolution, days pre- 
gnant with human convulsions, always 
show up the ruling classes and political 
personalities as a whole in all possible 
and impossible shapes, like a refraction 
.' ::0r. So it was in the Russia of llUft 
1!)17 with the buffooni ry r>f the Raspuf- 
auade and the equally risible counter- 
play of the liberal bourgeoisie. So in 
Spain since last April, with the solemn 
comedy of the ■•Workers Republic" and 
the trials of the "responsihles". In the 
current uncertain political situation, be- 
fore the masses have had the opportun- 
ity to have their say, we are witnessing 
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Lenin's Last Words to the Party 



By tiie stability of the Central Com- 
mittee, of which I spoke before, I mean 
measures to prevent a split, so far as 
such measures can be taken. For, of 
course, Ibe $Vhitc Guard in Russkaya 
Mjsl (1 think it was S. B. Oldenburg) 
was right when, in the first place, ill 
his pl.iy against Soviet Russia he banked 
■hi the hope of a split in our party, 
and when, in the second place, he banked 
for that split on serious disagreements 
in our party. 

Our party rests upon iwo classes, and 
for that reason its instability is possi- 
ble and if there cannot exist an agree- 
ment between those two classes its fall 
is inevitable. In such an event It would 
be useless to fake any measures or in 
general to discuss the stability of our 
Central Committee. In such an event 
no measures would prove capable df 
preventing a split. But I trust that is 
I no remote a future and too improbable 
an event, to talk about. 

"I have in mind stability a* a guar- 
antee against a split in the near future, 
and I intend to examine here a serious 
of considerations of a purely personal 
character. 

'■I think that the fundamental factor 
in the matter of stability — from this 
point of view — is such members of the 
Central Committee as Stalin and Trot- 
sky. The relation between them con- 
slitutes in my opinion, a big half of the 
danger of that split, which might be 
avoided,, and the avoidance of which 
might be promoted, in my opinion, by 
raising the number of members of the 
Central Committee to fifty or one hun- 
dred. 

'•Comrade Stalin, having become Gen- 
eral Secretary, has concentrated an en- 
ormous power in his hands ; and I am 
not sure that he always knows how to 
use that power with sufficient caution. 
On the other hand comrade Trotsky, as 
was proved by his struggle against the 
Central Committee in connection with 
I he question of the People's Commissar- 
iat of Ways of Communications, is dis- 
tinguished not only by his exceptional 
abilities— personally he is, to be sure, 
the most able man in the present Cen. 
tral Committee, but also by his far- 
reaching self-confidence and a disposition 
to be too much attracted by the purely 
administrative side of affairs. 

'■These two qualities of the two most 




Tliey are, in my opinion, the most able 
forces (among the youngest), and in re- 
gard to them, it is necessary to bear 
in mind the following: Buchariu is not 
only the most valuable and biggest 
theoretician of the party, but also may 
legitimately be considered the favorite 
of the whole party; but his theoretical 
views can only with the very greatest 



able leaders of the present Central Com- doub( . he regaHle(1 ns -„]], Marxist, for 



mittee might, quite innocently, lead to a 
split; if our party does not take meas- 
ures to prevent it, a split might arise 
unexpectedly. 

-I will further characterize the other 
members of the Centra! . Committee as 
to their personal qualities. I will only 
remind you that the October episode 
of Zinoviev and Kamenev was not, of 
course, accidental, but that It ought as 
little to be used against them person- 
ally as the non -Bolshevism of Trotsky. 

"Of the younger members of the Cen- 
tral Committee, I want to say a few 
words about Bucharin and Piatakov. 



there is something scholastic in him (he 
never has learned, and I think never 
has fully understood, the dialectic). 

"And then, Piatakov — a man undoubt- 
edly distinguished in will and ability, 
but too much given over to administra- 
tion and the administrative side of 
things to be relied on in a serious poli- 
tical question. 

•'Of course, both these remarks are 
made by me merely with a view to the 
present time, or supposing that these 
two able and loyal workers may not find 
an occasion to supplement their know- 



ledge and correct their oiio-sidedness. 
nee. 2r>, liV.22 

'Tostscri; t : r!tul£:i is too rude, and 
this fault, entirely supportable in re- 
lations among lis Communists, becomes 
Insupportable in the office of General 
Secretury. Therefore, I propose to the 
comrades to And a way to remove Statin 
from that position nnd appoint to it an- 
other man who in all respects differs 
from Stalin only in superiority*— namely, 
more patient, more loyal,, more polite, 
and more attentive to comrades, less cap- 
ricious, etc. This circumstance may 
seem an insignificant IrIHe, hut I think 
that from the point of view of preventing 
a split and from the point of view of 
the relation between Stalin and Trotsky 
which I discussed above, it is not a trifle, 
or It Is such a trifle as may acquire a 
decisive significance. 

— Lenin, 
Jan. 4, liKS 



a similar scene in the Reich. 
Hitler and the Weimar Constitution 

Hitler ts defending the Weimar Con- 
stitution, the barge ( >f glory of tin 
■■criminals ot November li)lb"! Answer- 
ing the appeal of the Weimar Centrist : 
Rruening to agree to an avoidance ot 
popular elections by extending the term 
of president Von Hindenbiirg by Reich- 
stag decree, the new defender of Weimar 
and constitutionalism just bubbles over 
w ill] indignation : 

''The Weimar Constitution, ho say.-4 
''Is the legal basis of the (rertnan Rep- 
ublic. Article I states that Germany is a 
republic deriving all power from thi 
people (sic). Article XI,I states that 
the President shall be chosen by tiie en- 
tire electorate. 

"To substitute the Reichstag's verdict 
for the people's voice would be a mani- 
fest contradiction to the Constitution . 
Our self-respect alone. Here Chancellor, 
obliges us to decline your proposlton to 
agree to the prolongation of President 
Von liiudenburg's term of otlice by :t 
two-thirds majority of the Reichstag''. 

Thus spoke Hitler, whose legions are 
already lying ill ambush, ready to throt- 
tle the working class. — that same "peo- 
ple"', .\o further bargains with the vac- 
illating parties of the "democratic" 
bourgeoisie. Tenseness marks the mo- 
ment. The high praeturuns of the Cer- 
iv.an master must put up a from of 
resoluteness, of intransigeance. They 
know what that soon they will have to 
strike. And' they are not underestimat- 
ing their enemy. 

Why Hitler Promises Private 
Debts Payment 

The Austrian adventurer also knows, 
that in that battle the aid of the foreign 
[lowers would be indispensible to him. 
And that accounts for the other face of 
the farce: Hitler reassuring the inter- 
national capitalist that private debts will 
be [laid, while the "greatest Cerman 
diplomat since TSismarck". namely the 
clericalist Chancellor bluntly declares 
that reparations will not be paid. 

The leader of (lermau l-'asi-isni is mi 
fiiol. He realizes very well thar a fnl- 
liiltni'iit of his "fradifomtl" policy would 
mean isolation for a government of the 
"Third Rehli", .*.nd i -I;-.! Ion is j"Mt pre- 
cise I j- what he fears most, no matter 
bow much the clownish Feders prate 
about— autarchy. To crush the Oermau 
proletariat tomorrow, Hitler will not 
hesitate for otie moment, to embrace his 
"arch : euemy" of today. 

And, to lie sure, that is just the ilirev- 
tion the foreign policy of the Nazis is 
taking. Iu the same document address- 
ed to Bruening. the National Socialist 
chieftain, in taunting his bourgeois op- 
ponent, remarks : 

''Only when (iermany can offer some- 
thing, will she he given something". 

For Attack on tiie Soviet Union 

What Hitler wants to offer the world 
bourgeoisie, is no secret. He wants to 
offer it, a defeated and spineless prole- 
tariat, a Germany that will take llle 
lead in the iraevrtii^Ie imperialist of- 
fensive ti giii list the U. S. S. R. That is 
the devil's bargain that Fascism is ready 
to conclude. Ami that is tiie basis on 
which the French, the Rrifish and the 
American robber governments will agree 
to meet it half way. 

A huge slaughler is being prewired 
for the working ;lass of Get-many, for 
the workers of Soviet Russia. Itoulit- 
lossly, the understanding of this imme- 
diate danger is growing among the mass- 
es of the affected countries. The will to 
tight U rising. But misfortune of mis- 
fortunes: the leadership is not at its 
post. It is acting the role of the slack- 
er. At a time iu which the ground is 
cut beneath the feet of reformism by the 
events themselves, the revolutionary 
leaders, the official Communist party 
finds itself unable ami impotent, fails 
to rally the resolute and determined 
masses of proletarian lighters for the 
unpostponable struggle against the arm- 



Left Opposition in Appeal to Needle Trades Workers for United Action in Struggle 



We are 



reprinting below a state- cutting campaign of tiie bosses. Since workers facing tile most miserable coudi- thousands of organized as well as ali- 



ment by our needle worker comrades, the economic crisis set in, om- living 

issued to all workers in their trade. -- • ■ * 

Our comrades have represented the 
views expressed therein consistently 
and repeatedly at various public meet- 
ings and gatherings of the N. T. W. 
I u. The statement is a recapitula- 
tion in precise and concrete form, of 
the position of the Left Opposition in 
the needle trades situation 



~Ed. 



Fellow Workers and Comrades: 

Again we are nearing the day when we 
will have to take the cudgels against 
the bosses : the dress manufacturers, 
contractors, jobbers, for a better living. 
The agreements, as bad as they were, 
expire. The bosses are preparing to cut 
further into our earnings. For them the 
expiration of the agreements, is a signal 
for concerted action against our condi- 
tions—for us the expiration of the agree- 
ment must be a call to arms against fur- 
ther enslavement of tie dressmakers. 

We learned enough from the past to be 
ready to repulse and defeat the wage 



standards have gone down to tile very 
bottom. It is becoming increasingly 
harder for a dress-maker to make a liv- 
ing in this trade : no work in the slow 
season and no wages in the soValled 
busy season. The former hours of work, 
won through many bloody battles of the 
workers, have been completely wiped 
out. Dressmakers work Saturdays, Sun- 
days, and all other Holidays. Union 
waegs. Union hours, Union control — have 
become matters of the past. To let the 
present onslaught of the bosses proceed 
without resistance will mean a return 
to tile sweatshop conditions. How long 
can we tolerate such a situation? 

For the past few years, the dress- 
makers suffered more than was neces- 
sary because our ranks have been 
divided. Each union conducted the strug- 
gles separately. The Industrial Union 
put up desi>erate fights to improve the 
conditions for the workers ; the I. L- 
G. W. U. pursued the policy of colla- 
boration with the bosses. The ceaseleea 
-warfare between the two unions left the mere maneuvers! The livelihood of 



tions in the shops. The Industrial Un- 
ion struck— the International scabbed ; 
the luternatimil struck— the Industrial 
shops remained at work — tiie result was 
a picnic for the bosses. They increased 
their profits while the workers abandon- 
ed the best weapon: UXITKD ACTION 
AGAINST THE ENEMY. 

The Dressmukers iu the other needle 
trade centers fare no better. Their 
standards of living have gone down just 
as much and just as rapidly as in New 
York. The dressmakers there, have jjoue 
through the same struggles with the 
two unions in the field and followed the 
same policies. Therefore the wrong 
policies must be corrected everywhere- 
New York, Boston. Philadelphia, etc. 
United Action Is Imperative 

The dressmakers of tiie Industrial 
Union and the dressmaker members of 
the I. L. G. W. V., must begin a very 
serious campaign to make the question 
of one united strike of the dressmakers 
—a reality. This is not the time for 



organized dressmakers is at .stake ! The 
united front movement must begin in the 
open and frank manner that will be un- 
derstood and hailed by every honest 
dressmakers. 

The Right wing leadership Is not in- 
terested in united ranks. They can 
throw the blame for the bad conditions 
in tiie trade not upon themselves, and 
their c la ss*collabo ration policies, but 
upon the existence of the Industrial 
Onion. 

The Left wing must be interested in 
unity and must champion such unity. 

The dressmakers cannot afford to 
leave the strike in the hands of the I. 
L. G, W. U. officialdom— they will sell 
whatever remains of our hard won con- 
ditions to the bosses. 

The unity proposals that were made 
up till now must be renewed again but 
with more vigor, more determination 
and In a manner that will bring us 
sooner and <Jloser to a united strike. Yon 
must call upon the Indudstrial L'nkH* to 
G. W. V. puhaued the policy of colla- 
(Conttnued on page 2) 



ed and arming class enemy. The Thael- 
manns and the Itemmeles and all of their 
sorry ilk dabble in sterile theories, at- 
tempt to theorize themselves out of 
their hard pressed position. The Stal- 
inist incotiiiietents offer nothing, abso- 
lutely nothing, to bring the workers in- 
to motion. They nre much too occupied 
in covering up their own tracks. . . . 

Thaelmann & Co. Prepare For 
Capitulation 

Unfortunately, the shakiness, the spine- 
lessness of the official leadership is also 
sowing apathy and helplessness into the 
ranks of the Communis^ workers. Ip 
a series of articles iu the New York 
Kven'iig Post, H. R. Knickerbocker, one 
nf lhi' more reliable and more indepen- 
dent o£ the bourgeois newspapermen, 
writes from lierlin : 

"I asked a German Communist: What 
will you do when Hitler comes in? 

We will try, lie answered, to get the 
social democrats to declare with us a 
general strike and rim Hitler out the 
way the general, .strike ran out Kapp 

in nun.' 

"Hut, - I objected, 'Kapp took file gov- 
ernment by force and the social dem- 
ocrats were clear in their minds that 
as democrats, they had to defend the 
democracy. The social democratic gov- 
ernment in !!)!!> itself declared the gen- 
eral .-strike. Will the social democratic 
leaders go with the Communists now to 
declare a general strike if Hitler comes 
to i»m-er legally?" 

'Not much hope', he admitted. 

'You have fi,(K)0,WK) Communist voters. 
It only took T,u,tmt liolsheviks to make 
the Russian revolution. I know the con- 
ditions arc entirely different. Hut why 
can't your fi, 0(10,(100 opmise Hitler by 
force?" 

"We haven't got the guns', was the 
sententious reply. The Soviet Union is 
not ready for a German revolution. We 
think if Hitler comes in he will run the 
country down so fast that by next 
iititoiuii we can take power.' 

*i!nt Hitler will then have till the 
guns.' 

■Yes, Hitler will have the guns' . . ." 
it is iint amiss to bring the above 
quotation in its full length. For it is a 
i-cvlat on of the real state of mind the 
criminals of the Stalinist faction with 
t lie iiatiiaial-limitedness of their perspec- 
tive, have managed to produce among 
I heir rank and file. The liotirgeois re- 
porter too, doi's not fail to see the sit- 
uation clearly and the questions he 
asks are certainly appropriate. Tiie 
workers of Germany are being deserted 
in (heir Struggle by the usurpers of 
leadership in thi' German Communist 
Party anil the Soviet Union. Thaelmann 
and Company are capitulating under the 
pretext that the social democracy influ- 
ence in the working class must first be 
wiped oat. In the meantime, the .Nazis 
are laughing tip their sleeves. Weak- 
ness, indecision, cowardliness oh part 
of their enemy is just what suits them 
most. They are preparing to seize all 
the guns. 

Fascists Prepared For Struggle 
Knickerbocker tels us in the same 
article that he ;Mied a National Social- 
ist : -'What will you do when you get 
power?'*. "He might have launched a 
long discussion of the party program", 
he says, "but his only reply was: 'Keep 
if,'.'' The Fascists are not theorizing 
now. They are preparing for action. 
And action, decisive and detennired, is 
the only thing lhai will save the work- 
ing class. Elsewhere in the present is- 
sue of the Militant we are publishing a 
document of our German sister section. 
In it, the German Left Opposition (Bol- 
shevik-Jjeninistsi propose a concrete, 
brief and clear program of action to the 
Communist Party of Germany, It is 
worth while slvdying, Eveiy jniemher 
of the American party, every conscienti- 
ous Communist ought to read it care- 
fully and raw his conclusions. Time 
tiies. It is necessary to act. The duty 
of every revloutionist is clear. Let 
Iheir voices lie heard everywhere. The 
present course of the Stalinist leader- 
ship must lie stopped if the working class 
of the world is to avoid disaster. 
—SAM GORDON. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

New Trotsky Pamphlet Out 

As we got to press, we receive the 
iuws thai comrade Leon Trotsky's new 
pamphlet Germany — The Key to tiie In- 
ternationa! Situation will be out on sale 
.beginning Wednesday 'next. The pam- 
phlet is in three sections. It consists of 
tiie original work, entitled 'Shall Fasc- 
ism Really Re Victorious?", the article 
"For a Workers' United Front against 
Fascism, and an appendeix bringing a 
document of the German Left Opposi- 
tion. 

Whoever want to know the Commun- 
ist solution to the question: "Communism 
or Fascism .must avail himself of a copy 
of this pamphlet at once. The price is 
10 cents per copy, 7 cents in bundles of 
live or more. 

Send your orders in immediately to: 
Pioneer Publishers, 84 East 10th Street, 
New York City. 
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A Review of the Recent National Tour 

The Sweep of the Economic Crisis; Its Effects on fhe Revolutionary Movement 



A tour of the country today reveals 
particularly the stark picture of the 
realities of unemployment. Cities like 
Chicago and St. Louis, one tan say, are 
taking on a desolate appearance. The 
Illinois government itself admits 1,04'J,- 
000 unemployed in the state, or 15 1-2 
per cent of the total population.. Yet 
everywhere the signs of a live virile 
unemployment movement of a mass char- 
acter are rjuite absent, although a num- 
ber of councils have been organised in 
the various cities. Throughout the of- 
ficial party there is an immense turnover 
of membership As many us join the 
party mules, pressed b« the realities of 
fhe crisis, leave it again in just as large 
numbers. As a matter of fact most of 
the new recruits leave its ranks after 
a very brief sojourn. Upon the party 
this turnover is making its indelible im- 
print. 

In the Left Opposition branches this 
is nut the case. We are gaining new 
members slowly, the new recruits remain 
in our ranks, but our members are still 
small. What then becomes of these many 
"visitors" to the party ranks? -Most oE 
them take leave again because of being 
repelled by the existing bureaucracy or 
specifically by it.s blundering mistakes. 
Some ot them learn a valuable lesson 
in (he process and come toward tire 
Left Opposition. A few become so dis- 
gusted that, they are browbeaten back 
into their former apathy, but most of 
them unquestionably remain within fhe 
movement, sympathetic to Communism 
In this sense the movement as a whole 
lias certainly experienced growth. But 
within the party itself the ideologically 
low level is particularly apparent. The 
political life within the units is reaching 
zero. 

In the Illinois mine fields (his condi- 
tion is reflected as well as is also the 
fact of the party's failure to employ the 
united frent policy. Compelled by the 
power of job control concentrated in the 
hands of the union officials, and by the 
agreement readied between the John L. 
Lewis and John II. 'Walker clitpies, the 
Illinois miners are again all back in the 
I). II. W. Now they may expect a wage 
cut at the expiration of their agreement 
in April. Hut testifying to the oppor- 
tunities which have been available is 
the fact that in several local sections pro- 
gressive elements still have considerable 
influence. The National Miners' I'nion 
is non-existent in that field. Its attitude 
of boycotting fhe rebel movements and 
its failure to meet them on a united front 
basis brought this result. 

Meetings in the Mine Field 

Naturally we presented ibis criticism 
at our meeting in Staunton, 111. Present 
were the parly organiwr in the mine 
fields with some of the party members. 
In the discussion (hey had very little 
to say about this iiuestion, the organizer 
had something else in mind. He asked 
the direct (piesetion : ''Do you support 
the hunger march to Washington?" The 
answer was in the affirmative, lie then, 
after first, voicing his agreement with 
Our general analysis of the capitalist 
crisis, attempted to prove that our posi- 
tion was the opposite. In support of 
this content ion, he quoted the following 
from our open letter to the party on flic 
unemployment question: "It is false to 
center the unemployment program, and 
the activities and demonstrations, around 
the deceptive opportunist petition cam- 
paign to Congress ..." For in it be- 
came- quite easy to verify, not only that 
this was still as correct, as when writ- 
ten, but also that the hunger marchers 
themselves declared that, they did not 
come to congress to present petitions 
but to make definite demand-;. The audi- 
ence present; voiced no doubt of our fur- 
ther statement- thttf the workers will 
obtain only what they are ready to 
fight -for. 

St. Louis Crowd Responsive 

The city of St. Louis has very little 
of a revolutionary movement or of Com- 
munist activities. Naturally our Left 
Opposition branch there is small. Still, 
a splendid meeting gathered for our 
meeting. In tact we were greeted by 
file hearty applause of a typical Amer- 
ican audience composed of worker.-; who 



evidently had so far had very little 
contact with the Communist movement 
but nevertheless had received one ob- 
ject lesson from the capitalist crisis. A 
couple of Stalin supporters took excep- 
tion to our views, but it came in the 
form of merely repeating old slanders 
of Trotsky alway.s having been a meti- 
shevlk. Unfortunately for fhe objectors, 
a person who evidently had strayed in 
by accident very fervently look up the 
cudgels for the capitalist system which 
was under indictment Of the whole audi- 
ence. And despite our efforts to make 
the distinction clear, it quite naturally 
turned its scorn almost equally against 
all three objectors in common. 
Th« Tour Further West 

In Kansas City we met a different 
kind of opposition. The party function- 
aries spared no efforts to keep the work- 
ers away from our meeting. Members 
lrom the unemployed councils were warn- 
ed to stay away. Those who had distri- 
buted our leaflets were labeled "danger- 
ous to the working class". Hut there 
was no evidence that the workers took 
that very seriously and those parly mem- 
bers who came to our meeting greeting 
file first remarks with a snicker, soon 
became attentive and listened very 
carefully. 

In both of these cities there are good 
opportunities for the movement in gen- 
eral and for the Left Opposition. Our 
units, however, are as yet weak numer- 
ically, a condition which we must, of 
course, endeavor to overcome. In this 
respect comrade Clarke, who went to 
Kansas City to stay for a period, is do- 
ing good pioneer work. Our St. Louis 
brtmc-h is taking up much more effec- 
tive work. Perhaps there could be no 
better tribute to this fact than the panic- 
ky fear with which fhe party bureaucrats 
have gone about destroying the Mooney 
milted front movement which was be- 
ginning to develop in Southern Illinois 
particularly through the assistance of 
our St. Louis branch. 

Minneapolis Movement Growing 

In this respect we have had similar 
experiences in Minneapolis. There, our 
members have for years been deeply 
rooted in the labor movement and estab- 
lished real prestige for themselves among 
progressive and Left wing workers. Na- 
turally our members would be of ser- 
ious account in a Mooney tnovemenot ac- 
tually organized on a united front basis, 
'iecause of this, the petty parly bureau 
ci'iils worked overtime maneuvering to 
keep our branch representation out. By 
a little trick it was accomplished at 
the first conference, but with the result 
that all representation, outside of the 
party and its auxiliaries, dropped near 
the vanishing point. This, however, can 
soon be remedied and the Mooney move- 
ment rebuilt. 

Our Minneapolis branch had not less 
than four public meetings arranged for 
the tour with a banquet thrown in for 
good measure. But. it occurred just 
during the period of the Christinas holi- 
days which to an extent accounted for 
the fact that these .meetings were not 
as large as they should have been when 
organized by a live and strong branch. 
Nevertheless the elements mostly attract- 
ed were those with a militant record 
in the local labor movement. Because 
of that, the discissions following each 
lecture became very thorough and fruit- 
full. 

A portion ot the Minneapolis stay be- 
came devoted to the problems of our 
branch and its function. It lias suc- 
ceeded in adding quite substantially to its 
ratikM. Its activities are genera ly or- 
ganised in a thorough manner, particu- 
larly centering in the trade union field. 
Just now it is renewing its efforts to put 
more active life into the local railroad 
council to organize a fight against the 
pending wage cuts. 

Excellent Meeting In Ctticago 

The Chicago Left. Opposition branch 
,made one important step forward in 
acquiring permanent headquarters. It 
lias become a place full of life, meetings 
and study classes take place regularly 
and generally speaking, quite successful- 
ly. For cur tour, one public meeting 
was held at the headquarters and one 



Left Opposition in Appeal to Needle Trade Workers 

(Continued from page J) 



start agin a movement for unity. If the 
Bight wing will reject our plea, If the 
Bight wing will refuse a conference for 
a united .strike, then all the dressmak- 
ers will know whom to Manic for the 
division in our ranks. We will then 
proclaim louder than ever: The Bight 
wing bureaucrats DO NOT WANT 
I'NITV with the Industrial Union which 
represents the most militant section of 
tlie dressmakers. Both unions must be 
recognized as bona. -fide organizations. On 
this basis. 

We propose that: 

1. The N. T. I. W. U| should send a 
letter immediately to the Joint Board 
of tlie I. L. G. W. I'. proposing a con- 
ference to draw up demands and to 
elect a General Strike Committee, re- 
presentative at both unions, each union 
reserving the right for freedom of crit- 
icism. 

2. This letter to be printed in thou- 
sands of leaflets in a number of langu- 
ages to be distributed among the wide 
masses of the dressmakers with a call 
to them to force fhe officialdom of the 
I. I,. (I. W. U, to accept our proposals. 

3. A joint shop conference to follow 
which would definitely consider and sanc- 
tion all conference proceedings and de- 
cisions. 

4. A huge Joint Organization Com- 
mittee to be organized of both unions 
with every worker who is ready and will- 
ing to help eligible to participate in the 



work and activities of the Organization 
Committee. 

The publicity and propaganda about 
the demands must be spread far and 
wide. The deep-going crisis, fha mis- 
takes of the N. T. W. I,. V., and ■ the 
hand-in-glove work of the I. L. O. \V. U. 
with the bosses, dampened the fighting 
spirit Of the dressmakers. This spirit 
must be revived! The bosses must feel 
long before the strike begins that they 
will not succeeed in cutting off another 
slice from the meager earnings of the 
dressmakers. A united struggle against 
the bosses will again bring to the fore- 
front the rebellious fighting power and 
hatred of the workers against thefr 
class enemy. 

The Let) wing cannot wait any long- 
er. THE LEFT WING MUT ACT, if it 
wants to retain the confidence and loyalty 
of the worker dressmakers ! Now is 
the time to lay the foundation for one 
union in the trade. A Joint Conference 
for a united strike of the dressmakers is 
a real beginning for final fusion of both 
unions— into one. 

ON WITH A UNITED STRUGGLE 
AGAINST THE BOSSES — AGAINST 
DIVISION IN OUR RANKS— AGAINST 
CLASS-COLLABORATION POLICIES. 
For better conditions — for a fighting 
Union of all needle trades workers. 
(Signed) 
(Needle Trades Workers, 
Members of the Communist 
League of America <Opposition' 



in the down town section. The latter 
proved highly successful. It attracted 
a good-sized audience and brought out 
so many questions which in sum and 
substance amounted to almost a full re- 
view of the Left Opposition platform. 

This branch has some recent gains to 
its credit, particularly among young 
workers. Those comrades who a short 
time ago were expelled from the 1". C. 
L. because of their fight against the sys- 
tem of bureaucracy have continued their 
logical development and adhered to the 
Left Opposition platform. They are now 
active members of the Chicago btancii, 
comrade Satir is already busily engaged 
teaching other young workers. While 
there have been periods of a certain let 
down in active work carried on iiy this 
branch in the past, its future prospects 
of steady growth are already quite well 
assured. 

Winding Up in the East 
In the Eastern section, we hold pub- 
lic meetings in Boston, Phialdelphia, 
Pittsburgh and Youngtsown. In the lat- 
ter city we will hence fortii have a 
functioning branch. It begins its activ- 
ity with small numbers, but that is no 
deterrent ; it has been the history of our 
whole movement, including those branch- 
es which are today very lively. In Cleve- 
land we have also taken steps toward 
the formation of a branch. When we 
reach the point of recording the gain of 
a few young recruits in that city, a live 
existence will be assured. 

The efforts made by the little party 
bureaucrats in Pittsburgh, to break up 
our meeting and by similar individuals 
in Youngs town to create friction, our 
readers already know, came to naught 
in a rather inglorious fashion. In all 
of the meetings there was a good sprin- 
kling of party members present, at sev- 
eral instances asking questions and par- 
ticipating In the discussion. Throughout 
the tour good collections were made to 
aid us in further activities. As one ex- 
ample in this respect, we might mention 
that from seven comrades alone, in Bos- 
ton a. total contribution of .$50.00 was 
made. 

All in all the tour brought splendid 
resujtfi. Finst, in again bringing fa( t. 
wiird in public meetings the Left Op- 
position views of problems of Ihe class 
struggle. Secondly, in strengthening our 
branches everywhere and lastly, but per- 
haps foremost, in knitting our organi- 
zation as a whole more closely together. 
-ARSE SWABECK. 



A Set-hack for 
Stalinism . ♦ . 

On Jan. 18, I was asked by my Local 
Union to give a report on the Marine 
Workers' Defense Committee. At once 
the chief leader of the T. I'. I". L. took 
the floor and made a motion that my re- 
port be delayed. His reasons were; that 
their delegate was not present and from 
what information they had so far. the 
committee should be withdrawn. He 
was followed by one of his lieutenants 
who also spoke in favor of withdraw- 
ing from the Committee. 1 was granted 
the floor next. I explained, that since 
their delegate bad only attended one of 
thes three meetings, be could not give 
much of a report, and that I was asked 
by fhe Committee because of his absence 
and lack of interest to have the L. I,', 
send another delegate in li6s place. 
Therefore I urged that action be taken 
immediately. The membership which is 
now familiar with the case, became un- 
easy. They could not understand the 
dishonest maneuver of these two would- 
be revolutionary leaders of the T. II. 
1', L., refused to entertain the amend- 
ment. An itppeal from the decision of 
the chair was demanded. The vote was 
taken and guess what happened— out of 
about a hundred and twenty-five 112"".) 
member**, about eighteen (18) belonging 
to the T. U. U L. eighty-eight <KS) voled 
for hearing the report immediately and 
five (."i] voted to postpone it. I must say 
that I can hardly find words to express 
my gratitude to those members of ihe 
T. U. U. L: whom their conviction for- 
bade to raise their hand with file live (3) 
allies of fhe hangman. We also owe a 
certain amount of respect to those mem- 
bers who claim they are not familiar with 
the case. Yet as workers, rather than to 
throw their lot in with the hangman they 
abstained. Now came my report. In 
order to clear up some of the misun- 
derstanding. I had to quote the statement 
from fhe Daily Worker* mentioned in 
some of the T. U. U. L. members protest- 
ed. They were ashamed of their own 
quotation. I stressed the work of the 
Defense Committee and also read off the 
letter from the I. L. 1)., In which they 
now offer to defend the Marine Workers. 

I did not even have to re-appeal when 
some members shouted "Brother chair- 
man, I make a motion to donate flipni 
another fifteen dollars and to isubsili- 
tute the one delegate". 

The chairman again refused to enter- 
tain the motion. Instead he picked up 
the constitution and statrted, "In the 
name of ... I declare this meeting ad- 
journed." No sooner had he finished 
when two members had jumped on the 



Resurgeof Mine Struggles 

Miners Learning, Gathering Forces for Coming Fight 



Reports from the mine fields tell 
of a restablishment of the influence of 
the U. M. W. A, in recent months. 
Tliis organization, controlled to the 
point of strangulation by the abomin- 
able Lewis machine for years was 
considered to be on its last legs only 
a short tin. ago. Due to the split- 
ting up of the advanced militants 
among the miners, the Stalinists al- 
lowing the ''progressive" fakers a free 
hand by their narrow and bureau- 
crat it-ally limited policy, the I*. .\1. 
W. A. because of its job control is 
being looked upon by many miners as 
(lie only organization left for them. 

The new influx of membership i:i t > > 
the union will undoubtedly revive the 
Left wina within it. and open up real 
possibilities for militant action among 
the miners on a nation-wide scale, in 
view of all these developments and 
in ' view of tiie approaching interna- 
tional convention of the 1.'. 11- W. A.. 
the article by comrade Allard publish- 
ed below is especially interesting and 
important. More articles by I lie same 
comrade and by other comrades in 
the mine fields will follow. — Ed. 

The district convention of fhe U. 31. 
W. A. was held .-.eon after the rank and 
tile nivement in Illinois had been deci- 
sively defeated by the l.ewis-Waiker-op- 



platform and tried to take the gavel away 
from him to reopen the meeting. 

A free-for-all was ill full swing and 
in ten minutes another ''third period" 
had taken place. Casualties were as fol- 
lows: compound fractures of two chairs 
and three tables legs, a few minor scull 
bruses. The peace treaty is set for Jan- 
uary 21. And now a few words on the 
chairman. He helped to "make history" 
for our L. U. He placed upon it the 
blackest spot of any of his forerunners. 
Never in its darkest days had a chairman 
of this Local taken such action. And 
now. to prevent any such recuirances 
we have to recall him and elect a new 
chairman at our next meeting. Should 
the T. U. U. L., whose battle he fought, 
and who snpported him in exercising his 
"legal" rights under our constitution to 
adjourn the meeting, feel that we are 
doing them and the workers in tilieir 
camp an n just ice by this more they can 
again exercise their legal rights, by 
appealing to the District Council or 
General President Hutchcsou ! 

— iV. II. II. 



ON THE QUESTION OP THE STATE 



A comrade from Bethlehem writes to 
ihe Militant that Communists, sympath- 
izers and Left wingers still inquire on 
the attitude of the Communfats toward 
the question of the State. They further 
ask what is the position of the Left 
Communists. The comrade inquires : "Is 
the aim of the Communists, after a suc- 
cessful proletarian revolution, the estab- 
lishment of the dicta tors hi p., of the pro- 
letariat, to continue to build a State? 

In reply to the comrade, it can he 
stated that the views of the Commun- 
ists relative to the State, or government, 
are definite and specific. The early and 
modern leaders of scientific socialism or 
communism have answered clearly all 
that is involved therein. The first to do 
so were Marx and Engels in their his- 
toric "Cora munis t Manifesto" and In 
Engels' "Socialism — Utopian and Scienti- 
fic", which comprises a section of hi 
larger work, "Landmarks of Scientific 
Socialism (Anti-Duehring)" 

Class Society and the State 
The Communists see in the State an 
organ of domination of one class in soc- 
iety over another. Till the advent of 
power by the proletariat in the Soviet 
Union, the State ha/1 always been an 
instrument of power of a ruling and 
exploiting class over the mass of ex- 
ploited people. This has been the situa- 
tion, in all preceding class societies: 
slavery, feudalism and today capitalism. 
Modem capitalism in its stages of 
growth, and largely even yet, expresses 
itself through the parliamentary— alleg- 
edly through the methods of "universal" 
suffrage— form of government, But al- 
ready, in its imperialist epoch and its 
decadence or decline on an international 
scale— it is resorting to another form 
of domination or dictatorship, that is, 
the Fascist dictatorship, which, among 
other things, shows niore plainly flic 
bankruptcy of the economy of capital- 
ism today and compels it to resort to 
special repressive forms to maintain, 
somehow, capitalist domination. 

The Communists understand that the 
State is but. the outgrowth of the ex- 
isting social and class relations which 
arise out of the conditions of produc- 
tion and .distribution of the means of ex- 
istence. This is so under the Soviets in 
the period of the proletarian dictator- 
ship, even as in capitalist society itself. 
No Communist desires a StSte or re- 
pressive organ for its own sake. Hut 
unlike the Anarchists and Syndicalists, 
they know that the mere denial or nega- 
tion of the State and its role, does not do 
away with it. 

The Proletarian State 

The proletarian State, the Soviet Un- 
ion, too, is an apparatus of one class 
against another. The proletariat has 
succeeded the bourgeoisie as the ruling 
class, and. In alliance with the peasantry 
there, protects the interests of the use- 
ful producers and endeavors to elimin- 
ate all forms of exploitalon and exploit- 
ers. Soviet rule is the highest form of 
democratic proceedure yet developed. It 
is not a parliamentary form, after the 



an industrial form or 
pression of the masses. 

The dictatorship of the proletariat, in 
Russia in the form of a Soviet Covern- 
me nt— ; Workers' Councils— represents the 
transition form between capitalise soc- 
iety and the final establishment of class- 
less—hence gov eminent less — society, 
that is: Communism. The Soviet state 
strives for the complete elimination of 
all forms of capitalism and capiat lists 
petty or large. At the same time, as one 
of its outstanding achievements, the Sov- 
iet government assists in the establish- 
ment of the social and economic func- 
tions of the working masses. So long as 
classes in one form or another exist, a 
governmental apparatus or state' will 
exist. Its final elimination or dissolu- 
tion can only be the result of a long 
process in which the useful producers 
— -workers of brain and muscle — finally 
establish all the necessary bases of soc- 
ial production and distribution, without 
any kind of exploiting factors or rem- 
nants, and thereby develop a condition 
wherein no form of governmental appar- 
atus is required. In other words, to 
paraphrase Marx and Engels, the admin- 
sitration of men (government] is to be 
replaced by the administration ot things, 
that is, the administration of the pro- 
ceases of production and distribution or 
the establishment of a social, and Indus- 
trial commonwealth in which political 
government, as we understand it now. 
becomes wholly unnecessary. Society 
will function through social and indus- 
trial forms. On this question Daniel De 
Leon, the American revolutionist, has 
made great contributions which have 
been attested to by Lenin. 

Respecting the gradual elimination of 
the Sfate, Engels has described the pro- 
cess as a withering away or vanishing 
of the State. Cur readers can find vol- 
uminous material en this and kindred 
questions in Lenin's brilliant work, the 
"State and Revolution", Trotsky's "Ter- 
rorism and Communism", Marx's "Crit- 
icism of the Gotha Program" and other 
works. The point of view of the Left 
Opposition is amply expressed therein. 
The Soviet Government Today 

There remains nevertheless the situa- 
tion in the Soviet Union today. That 
Stalin and Stalinism have to a large 
degree converted the Soviet apparatus 
into a bureaucracy which less and- less 
represents the basic hisborcial interests 
of the proletariat, does not do away with 
the fundamental fact of the necessity 
for the proletariat to create a State, a 
Soviet government, for its own ends. 
Stalinism has abused Site proletarian 
State, has made a mockery of proletarian 
democracy in the Communist party, in 
the Soviet goevrnment. in the unions, 
etc., but despite the terrible abuses, de- 
spite the usurpation of powers by the 
bureaucracy,— the Soviet government re- 
mains a WORKERS' STATE. Despite 
all that happened, the Left Opposition 
has full faith in the regeneration of the 
Communist party of the Soviet Union and 
the Communist International. The vig- 
ilance and understanding of the .worker- 



the political ex- Left Opposition, we have reason to be- 
I lieve will yet remedy the situation with 
' in the Communist movement in Russia 
"and internationally. 



manner ot capitalism but, in the main, Communists and proletariat, led by the 



The Viewpoint of the Opposition 

In "Problems of the Development of 
the U. S. M. R."— a draft of a thesis 
of the International Left Opposition on 
fhe Russian Quest i< in— -comrade L. D. 
Trotsky has dealt concretely on the 
causes and cure of Ihe situation existing 
in Russia and in the Comintern. We 
can think of nothing better to recommend 
to our Bethlehem comrade and to all 
other interested workers than a close 
st u dy of this thesis. 

It is there pointed out that the party, 
like all political institutions, is also u 
product ot the productive relations of 
society. The bureaucracy that has de- 
veloped in the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union, in the Soviets, etc., is not 
an independent historical factor; it. can 
only serve a class. The zig-zag course 
of Stalinism has nevertheless, because 
of pressure from the Left Opposition 
and the proletariat, developed on the 
basis of the dictatorship of the proletar- 
iat. 

-The fundamental danger of the bureau- 
cracy, In addition to all the crimes 
against the li/ussian and international 
proletariat, committed by Stalin and his 
faction, Is that, "even if it can not -it- 
self become the foundation of state 
power, it can, witti Its policy, make it 
extremely easier for the power to be 
ransferred from the hands of tiie class 
into the hands of another," namely, the 
passing of Soviet power into the hands 
of the bourgeoisie. "The present-day 
Soviet apparatus is si bureaucratic, pleb- 
iscitary- distorted form of the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat. At the same 
time, .however, it is a potential instru- 
ment of Bonapartism." Rut, the Left 
Opposition, points out, the proletariat 
and the worker-Communists will resist 
such a development to the limit. and 
'between the present function of the ap- 
paratus and its possible function, the 
blood of civil war would still have to 
How". The proletariat will indeed not 
lightly give up its power becan.se of the 
crimes of Stalin and the bureaucracy. 

In brief, comrade Trotsky proves, "The 
strength of the Soviet bureaucracy has 
unfolded on the basis of the abrupt de- 
cline in the political activity of the 
Soviet proletariat after a number of 
years of the highest exertion of forces, 
upon a series of defeats of the inter- 
national revolution, upon the stabiliza- 
tion of capitalism and the strengthening 
of the international social democracy" 
Nevertheless, "fhe bourgeoisie could 
come to power in the U. S. S. R. in no 
other way than with the aid of a coun- 
ter-revolutionary upheaval. The prolet- 
arian vanguard retains the possibility of 
putting the bureaucracy in its place, of 
subordinating it to its control, of insur- 
ing the correct policy and by means of 
decisive and bold reforms, of regenerat- 
ing the party, the trade unions and the 

Soviets." 

— M. A. 



erators and Department of Justice com- 
bination. Scores of plain and simple 
unionists had been rounded up. grilled 
and jailed because of their so-called 
"sympathies" with the Communists. It 
is fact that the rank and file move- 
ment wanted the alliance of the Com- 
.munists but the official party bluntly re- 
fused, condemning the movement as a 
betrayal. It was several weeks before 
Ihe anger of the rank and filers could 
be overcome and gradually we were 
able to convince the miners that there 
was a difference between the "Commun- 
ism" of the official party and the Com- 
munism of tiie Opposition. The result is 
(hat today the miners know a srrcal deal 
more of "Trotskyism" and its differences 
with the false teachings of Nlalinism. 
If we were not able to make greater 
organizational gains in the struggle it 
was because of the numerical weakness 
bin) the difficulties of going out among 
the "raw material*' and si lowing I hem the 
differences between the factions. This 
problem. 1 assume, is universal. Hut 
still, it is a iiiaaei- problem anion',' Ihe 
Amoeban workers, due ro I heir |w>Iilieai 
backwardness. 

Causes for Retreat 

We may summarize Ihe struggles of 
the Illinois miners under the leadership 
of the rank anil tiler*, their weaknesses 
and failure to capture the union, as fol- 
lows: 

1. The rank and file leadership was 
weak in understanding Ihe most elemen- 
tary problems of the worlcinu class — 
'heiel'i-rc i< was virtually without a pro- 
-rata. 

2. Hordes of opportunists, disgruntled 
fakers, swarmed into the movement coll- 
i-nninafiiig the hcailhy proletarian base, 
lo see our party controlled by elements 
lint! do not understand the need of uni- 
led action under the circumstance*. 

Ii. The combination o£ the reaction- 
ary forces of the I,'. II. W A., the bosses 
and their government _ These forces 
drove back into "line" nearly 3."i,»>0(> 
miners who had throuhg their local 
unions endorsed the rank and tile 
tile office. 

4, The i.tticial parly's hostility and 
sltibbomess in demanding the uncondi- 
tional control of the rank and file move- 
ment. The party refused to be a minor- 
ity. Of cou'rse, this is the general pro- 
gram of the T. U. U. L. and there is 
nothing new in the outrageous manner 
they gave help to the enemies of the Ill- 
inois miners. To me. this was the most 
tragic experiment in the labor movement. 

Tiie present situation in Illinois is 
surely heading toward another movement 
that will be fought bitterly. The con- 
tract expires March SI, P''i"2. The Ill- 
inois district represents Ihe la-.f sem- 
blance of absolute job control in any 
mining field in the country. We call £0 
farther by saying that it is the last sec- 
tion ot the American unskilled working 
class that has job control. The union is 
at stake. The miners' organizaiion in 
this state will not be fighting foi better 
conditous, nor to hold what it has, but 
ii will lighf for its very rights to exist 
as a union. The leadership of the union 
surely is not very much concerned, as 
-nost of (ho piesen- staff 'iave accumu- 
lated wealth and pre "independent". 

Condition- are horrible. The plight of 
the American work ins; class is well felt 
bv every revolutionist. There is no need 
to dwell on that here. It is highly sig- 
nificanl, however, to point out. the fact 
that the national government in a public 
statement says that the American Red 
Cross has changed its policies relative 
"to an act <>f Cod" and is "appropriat- 
ing'' money to aid Ihe bituminous min- 
ers. The State Committee on unemploy- 
ment also emphasizes the "dire need of 
the bituminous coal miners". This is 
not an accident or an unrelated incident. 
Whether the coal miners' conditous are 
worse than those of the rest of the 
American working class is not the ques- 
tion that concerns the capitalist class. 
It is of supreme importance, however, 
that, the coal miners have a strong tradi- 
tion of struggle. And since the Wall 
Street crash and even prior to that lime, 
some section or other of the industry 
has at one time or another been involved 
in bloody guerilla warfare. That is the 
dynamite that strikes fear into their 
hearts. 

The Miners* Educational leagues 

In Franklin County, over 'JO local un- 
ions are affiliated to a Franklin County 
.Miners' Educational League. This is a 
duplicate of fhe Staifnton Xiib-distriei or- 
ganization. It holds meetings regular!* 
in various mining towns every Sunday, 
The benefit of this organizatien is great 
The topics are always of interest to tin 
miners. The thinking of the miners is 
stimulated and raised to « higher level 
The tolerance towards Communists is ex 
cellont and every form of political phil 
osophy is permitted expression. This 
.minority right is in line with our pro 
gram and is receiving great, sympathy 
throughout fhe whole union. A genera 
Left wing program has been adopted t( 
present before the international eon veil 
tion. Resolutions on the Soviet I'nion 
Criminal Syndicalism, Unemployment 
Mooney, Against the Appointive Power 
restriction of length of time in office 
abolition of the Inter national Rxocutivt 
Board, numerous revisions of the con 
stittflion such as that rcadiim 

"share of our products" to "the Ful 
social value of our products", etc., etc 
are some of the things the Rducationa 
Conferences have adopted and sworn t< 
light for in the International gathering 
This Left trend has been brought abou 
du« to the prevailing conditions, natural 
!y, but also by the great pressure o' 
Left Opposition comrades and otiier clas 
conscious militants in the field. 

— GERlRY ALLARD. 
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ROSA LUXEMBURG 

On the Anniversary of Her Assassination by the German Social Democrats 



(Con tined from last issue.) 
The differences between Centrists and 
I^eft crystallized another stage in the 
en.suing debates on the significance of 
imperialism. The ltighl wing openly de- 
manded ''equal rights or our industries 
in the colonies" (Quessel at Chemnitz 
Congress 1912). To oppose colonialism 
was Utopian, Luddites smashing machin- 
ery. Kantsky defined the Centrist posi- 
tion in the Neue Zeit (l'JI2). Imperiul- 
ism is llii' endeavor of an industrial 
capitalist nation to annex agrarian ter- 
ritory. As such it is only one form of 
capitalist expansion. From the ''economic 
viewiKjint" there were tendencies to- 
wards the formation of an all-embrac- 
ing world trust, a super-imperialism that 
would eliminate competition and strug- 
gle, lie urged ra pp roe heme nt with tiie 
.sections of the bourgeoisie who were in 
his opinion not interested in imperial- 
ism, to be achieved by the advocacy of 
the policy of disarmament and the Un- 
ited States of Europe under capitalism. 
For liosa Luxemburg, imperialism was 
not merely :i policy preferred l>y a nar- 
row clique, but the last phase of capi- 
talism, pregnant with revolutionary con- 
sequences. The limitations of this arti- 
cle preclude tile detailed discussion her 
views merit aa set out in her vigorous 
'•Accumulation or Capital" (11)12). It 
must suffice here to state that she con- 
ceived the problem of imperialism to be 
u problem o£ the realization of surplus 
value and not of monopolist extra- 
profit under finance- capital, as Lenin 
sees it in his well-known brochure. She 
takes as her i>oint of departure the critic- 
ism of the diagrams in Marx's second 
volume of Capital. Dealing with the 
reproduction of social capital as a whole, 
she indicates the manner by which capi- 
talism achieves a certain equilibrium be- 
tween the two great sectors of economic 
activity (a) production of means of pro- 
duction (b) production of articles of 
consumption, and is enabled to absorb 
the ever-growing mass of commodities. 
These diagrams, Rosa proceeds, are a 
theoretical Action and misleading to boot. 
If capitalism could profitably realize 
its surplus value within its own frame- 
work, how account for the fact that 
production outstrips consumption, and 
explain the fact of the struggle for 
markets and colonies. There would be 
no objective impediments to capitalist 
accumulation nor any immanent neces- 
sity of the social revolution. 

Marx's analysis is based on tile as- 
sumption of an all-inclusive capitalist 
world with but two classes, where in 
reality it functions in a non-capitalist 
environment. It is to this latter "third 
person" that capitalism .must turn to 
market its surplus. Imperialism Is the 
political expression of the process of 
capital-accumulation in its struggle for 
the rest of the still unoccupied nou-capi- 
talist territory and is thereby a new 
lease of life for capitalism and its grave- 
digger at the same time. 

The theory of Rosa Is open to serious 
objection, on both theoretical and empir- 
ical grounds. Undeniably, as a matter 
of historical fact, capitalist development 
does proceed by the systematic extension 
of its base. To extricate itself from its 
internal contradictions every national 
capitalism turns to the reserves of the 
world market. Lenin hail occasion to 
advert to the problem of the external 
market in his polemics against the 
Nfirodniki (populists) and the legal 
"Marxists" The conditions that ^ive 
rise to the foreign market are not the 
impossibility of realising a profit, ab- 
stractly considered, hut extended circula- 
tion of commodities and the tendency of 
capitalist production to the growth of 
the productive forces break down the 
old regional and state barriers. Pro- 
duction is anarchically carried on for 
an unknown market, resulting in the dis- 
proportionnl development of the various 
branches of industry and recurrent crises 
of over-production. The higher organlc 
composition of capital, technical pro- 
gress, leads to a fall in the rate of profits. 
The fusion of banking and industrial 
capital known as finance-capital, which 
arise under conditions of the concentra- 
tion of production, seeks to counter-act 
this tendenecy by means of monopoly, in 
the home market by protective tariffs, 
abroad in the struggle for markets and 
colonies for the export of capital (raw 
materials, cheap labor , cheap land). 
War is not merely the armed comltct for 
the annexation of agrarian territory but 
the struggle of monopolist finance-capi- 
tal for the repartition of the world mar- 
ket, in other words the contradiciton be- 
tween the productive forces matured for 
a socialized world tconomy and the na- 
tionally limited, capitalist methods of 
appropriation. 

Rosa Luxemburg's theory lias certain 
points in common wiSh Kautjliy's us 
Lenin's has with that of Hilfering. She 
could explain the seizure of a backward 
agrarian region but how would she ex- 
plain the lust for Lorraine or Belgium? 
She seeks to establish absolutely objec- 
tive barriers to capitalist development by 
her conception of "third persons" hut 
the fact is that the contra diet ions of 
capitalism lead to proletarian and colo- 
nial revolutions while the greater part 
of the world is still composed of "third 
persons". Her theory does not throw 
into necessary relief either the national 
or colonial problem. 



rolling up ominously. There is no lack 
of documents of the pre-war socialist 
opposition to imperialism. The best 
known resolutions emanated from the 
Mluttgart (1907) and the Basle (1012) 
Congresses of the Second International. 
At Stuttgart, Rosa Luxemburg intro- 
duced the amendment on behalf of the 
Russian and Polish delegations. There 
was never a word breathed in these re- 
solutions of ''national defense" as a 
justification for socialist truce with the 
capitalist state in the event of war, which 
did not prevent the traitors later from 
covering up their enlistment on the side 
of (tod and KaL-er with quotations from 
Marx, Engels and Lassalle, referring to 
1830, 184S. Officially the International 
pledged itself to utilize the war crisis 
which was ch'a racte rized as a product of 
the imperialist struggle for markets, to 
the overthrow of the capitalist system. 
The outbreak of the war confirmed beyond 
a doubt that opportunism was the fore- 
runner of social patriotism. The virus 
of adaptation to the legal and constitu- 
tional conditions of the bourgeois state 
had rotted the x very foundation of the 
international. Rosa Luxemburg had en- 
tertained more than a premonition when 
she uttered the warning note at the party 
Congress of 1910, "we thunder against 
militarism in time of pence but when 
war really breaks out . . . " The refer- 
ence was to the seizure of Chinese ter- 
ritory by (Herman imperialism. And later 
when she attacked the official leadership 
for its passivity in the Morocco crisis 
(1911 >. In the acid test of 1914, Kaut- 
sky hastened to lend additional "just- 
ification" to the socialist rogues with his 
inimitable' thesis that the International 
was an instrument of peace, not war. 

The Left wing stood by its guns. To- 
gether with Karl Liebknecht who tiad 
roused the chauvinist fury of the social 
democratic Reichstag faction by his re- 
fusal to vote the war credits, Rosa Lux- 
emburg began the work of the under- 
ground and illegal organization that led 
to Spartacus and the split in the social 
democracy. When she was released from 
prison, together with Karl Liebknecht, 
she organized and participated in the 
never-to-be-forgotten heroic war demon 
St rations in Berlin in 1916, for which 
they were immediately imprisoned. 

It was at that time that Rosa pro- 
duced her brochure "The Crisis In the 
(Jerman Social Democacy" under the 
pseudonym Junius. Lenin in Switzerland 
greeted it cordially as by and large an 
excellent work of Marxism. But in the 



interests of the ideology of the future 
Third International which in his mind 
was already clearly projected, he sub- 
mits certain of its views to keen though 
comradely criticism. He considers it a 
defect that social opportunism as a dis- 
tinct current is not directly enough re- 
lated to the current social patriotism as 
an explanation of the betrayal and col- 
lapse, thus leaving the problem of the 
split in the International dangerously 
open. He also takes exception to the 
thesis that in the era of unbridled imper- 
ialism no more national wars were i>os- 
stble. In this imperialist war it was 
true that Russian imperialism stood be- 
hind 'Serbian nationalism. But it was 
wrong to dogmatize. The wars of the 
French Revolution were national in their 
inception and became imperialist under 
Napoleon. The imperialist Seven Years 
War between France and England 
led to national wars later (im- 
perialist war is of course possible on 
the basis of serfdom or primitive 
capitalism). If all wars are to he brand- 
ed as reactionary it would afford an ob- 
jective basis for pacifist and disarmament 
illusions and militate against the strug- 
gle of the workers and the colonial peo- 
ples. Finally he criticises Junius' selec- 
tion of the 1S48 slogan that the best 
means of national defense was the un- 
ited German Republic to be achieved by 
class struggle. This was in place as a 
watch-word of the bourgeois democratic 
revolution against feudalism. But the 
slogan now must be the conversion of the 
imperialist war into civil war tor the 
realization of .socialism. 

The response of Rosa Luxemburg to 
the October revolution could never be in 
doubt. She was no stranger to its pro- 
blems. When the character of the future 
Russian revolution was debated at the 
London (1901) Congress of the Russian 
social democracy and T-enin defended 
the position of the Mensheviks, Rosa 
Luxemburg along with Lenin represent- 
ed the viewpoint of the Bolsheviks. Her 
. formula for the bourgeois democratic 
revolution In Russia coincided with Trot- 
sky's the dictatorship of the proletariat 
supported by the peasantry. The men- 
sheviks attempted to build up a differ- 
ence of conception between that formu- 
lation and Lenin's. But the latter him- 
self in 1909 wrote "the formula 'prole- 
tariat supported by the peasantry' re- 
mains entirely within the bounds of the 
very dictatorship of the proletariat and 

peasantry." Of the "" " ~ 



November revolu- 



tion Rosa wrote : "Whatever a party 
could muster in a historical moment ot 
courage, energy, capacity of action has 
been completely accomplished by Lenin, 
Trotsky and their comrades. Their Oct- 
ober insurrection was itot only the ac- 
tual salvation of the Russian revolution 
but also rescued the honor of interna- 
tional socialism". In the posthumous 
work on the Russian revolution publish- 
ed by I'aul Levi, she submits certain 
policies of the Bolsheviks to sober- critic- 
ism. Her friends Warski and Clara 
Zotkin say that she had revised these 
views and had not intended the docu- 
ment, written in prison, for publication. 
That is very likely but in any case his- 
tory has proved that her criticism was 
substantially incorrect. Thus she fail- 
ed to distinguish between the strategic- 
aspects of the agrarian problem and tie 
problem of a collectivized rural econ- 
omy. She took a position on the nation- 
al problem that resembled Bucharin's 
..iter : that self-determination under 
capitalism was unreal. Only socialism 
could realize the self-determination of 
peoples. Similarly her views on the red 
terror the monopoly of legality by the 
Communist party, the dispersal of the 
Constituent Assembly. She would in all 
likelihood Jiave been compelled to mod 
ity these views in the light of a more 
intimate study of the problems of the 
dictatorship. Some of her criticism ' of 
Lenin's policies however which complete- 
ly missed the mark might be applicable 
to the seamy sides of the policy of the 
Stalin epigones. 

In 1918 came tile revolt of the Kiel 
sailors and soldiers of Berlin. It open- 
ed the prison doors. The socialist trait- 
ors a tempted to persuade Wilheim to 
stay to the last. Failing to guide Ger- 
man capitalism into the channels of a 
constitutional monarchy they yielded to 
the idea of bourgeois republic. Their 
hatred of Bolshevism out measured ev- 
erything else. They particularly feared 
Spartacus which had constituted itself 
as a separate party with the slogan of 
All Power to the Soviets. Noske, sur- 
rounded by the Hohenzollern generals, 
unleashed the white terror. The Spar- 
tacists were shot down by the thousands 
in bloody civil war. Rosa and Karl 
were murdered in the most bestial fash- 
ion. Her bodv in a disfigned condition 
was dragged up months later from the 
Spree river. 

German menshevism and the bourge- 
oisie has triumphed. Vne Victist But 
the spirit of Rosa Luxemburg and. Karl 
Liebknecht marches on in the millions 
of German workers who today are again 
confronted with the problem of power 
The day of the reckoning with the social 
democracy approaches. 

—MAURICE KPECTOR. 



For Communist Action! 

Documents of the German Left Opposition 



We are reprinting below excerpts 
from several documents of the Ger- 
man Left Opposition, which appeared 
a few weeks ago in their organ "Per- 
manente Revolution". Wilu firm 
Communist, conviction, our German 
brother section raised its voice in 
warning and made positive "".proposals 
for a change' in policy to the Central 
Committee of the German Communist 
Party. The ideas of the Left Opposi- 
tion rest upon the experiences oE tlv- 
great Russian reiolution. Despite per- 
secution by the state and the bureau- 
cracy, despite calluminatiu and re- 
pression, il.ese ideas are iricslst hly 
forging ahead. They are bound to be- 
come the comma i property of all rev- 
olutionary workers. Mi. 

TO THE CENTRAL COMMITTER OF 
THE C. P. G. 

Dear Comrades : 

Victory is possible, victory is prob- 
able, everything must be done to assure 
it. Only in this manner can revolution- 
ists pose the question. 

The question of the victory over Fasc- 
ism in Germany is also the question of 
the fate of the I\ S, S. It., regardless of 
whether it is considered from the econ- 
omic, the political or the purely mili- 
tary point of view. But that means that 
so as to be able to assure the future 
of socialist economy in the L". b. S. li- 
the Soviet Union must stake all its 
strength on the victory over Fascism of 
the European revolution with which ill 
is inseparably linked. This alone can be 
the strategic line of the Communist party. 
The C. P. must adopt a position of 
departure that rests upon irreconcilable 
and ruthless struggle against Fascism, 
for the purpose of destroying Fascism m 
the inevitable and open sroggle for the 
conquest of power. 

The united revolutionary class action 
of the proletariat must be organized 
against the victory of Fascism. 

This can be realized only when all 
revolutionary forces, no matter in what 
camp tfeey stand at the moment, unite 
for this common action that stands on 
the order of the day. iWe know full 
well that the premises for such an ac- 
tion are extremely unfavorable. But in 
spite of this, the C. P. «-. ns the hi *" 
toricaly chosen oragnization must in 
view of the seriousness of the situa- 
tion make the attempt, to reali/.e a genu- 
ine lighting unity of the wiirkinjr class 
To this end. we submit the following 
proposals : 

The C. P. G- is immediately to ap- 



The Fascist Danger and the Need for a United Front of the Proletariat 



When As-.ana became President of the 
Council of Ministers after the resigna- 
tion of Maura and Alcala Zamora there 
were many who interpreted the change 
of ministry as an evolution to the Left. 
Maurin went so far as to say that the 
new government was "typfcally petty- 
bourgeois" and to put it on a level with 
the Kerensky government. We, on the 
contrary, from the first moment main- 
tained that this solution of the crisis 
meant a step forward In the direction of 
the big bourgeoisie and of its bloc with 
tiie socialists. 

"In reality", we said in the third num- 
ber of "1'il Soviet", which was confiscated 
by the governor of Barcelona, represent- 
ing the so-called "Kerensky government", 
"the real master of the situation is Ler- 
roux, that is, the big bourgeoisie. Still 
the time has not yet come to take off 
the mask, to take over completely the 
reins of power in the name of those who 
see in Lerroux, as he said In his speech 
at Kantander, 'the lifebuoy in which the 
.shipwrecked man sees the hope of salva- 
tion' ". 

The facts have proven, and keep prov- 
ing that our evaluation was correct, 
on the adoption of the "law for the 
defense of the republic" there followed 
a policy, continually more aggressive, 
of repression against the working class 
and of svstematic strangulation of the 
democratic revolution. Nourished by the 
weakness of the working-class organiza- 
tions the incapacity of the anarcho-syn- 
dicalist leaders of the C. N. T., who have 
learned nothing from experience, and 
the absence of a strong Communist 
p-irty the bourgeoisie keeps ocnsolidat- 
iu« the ground which it has gained, and 
in waft for the opportune moment 



to'miset the democratic cart and to in- 
stall its unmasked dictatorship. 
The Socialists and Democratic Illusions 

Today this is not possible. Democratic 
illusions are still quit* alive among the 
petty-bourgeoisie masses and a large part 
«f the working class. The bourgeoisie 
tinds it necessary to maintain these Il- 
lusions temporarily, making use of a 
political force which is not completely 
discredited among the masses, and by 
its name at least, represents a guarantee 
of radicalism. This political force is 
the socialist party, whose leaders show 
themselves disposed us usual to serve 
us auxiliaries to the exploiting class. 

Still, to form an exclusively socialist 
government would be a risky adventure. 
. Inevitably it could do nothing else than 
■continue the policies of the bourgeoisie, 
and the socialist party would discredit 
itself irretrievably in the eyes of the 
working masses. With it, the bourge- 



of its most important reserve weapons. 

The socialists, who are fully aware of 
this, are horribly afraid of taking over 
the entire responsibility for the state 
power, and declare themselves for a con- 
centration government, over which they 
should preside. Largo Caballero was in 
a hurry to state that such a government, 
by Its very composition, would be unable 
to realize the party program. Yet, ac- 
cording to the declaration of the Minis- 
ter of Labor, "the party, having made 
greater renunciations than any other for 
the welfare of the republic, will accept 
this saciflce too for the •national inter- 
est' ". 

Under these circumstances the social- 
ists, free of all responsibility for the 
policies of the government, will contri- 
bute to maintaining democratic illusions 
among the masses and will make It pos- 
sible for the bourgeoisie to consolidate 
its position and to prepare, behind the 
socialist screen, a genuine Fascist dic- 
tatorship. The Azana government was 
the first step in this process; the .gov- 
ernment presided over by the socialists 
will be the second. 

Lerroux, the Spanish Miliukov 
The events of the last few days fully 
confirm this evaluation. While public 
opinion is being prepared for a Largo 
Caballero government, and the alert- 
ness -of the masses is being put to sleep, 
Lerroux, in an interview given to the 
editor of the reactionary Madrid jour- 
nal "Ahora", expressed the opinoin that 
the socialists in power, "far from being 
a difficulty" would be "prudent colla- 
borators". In a few truly classic words, 
stripped naked, without reserves— the 
class character of the regime; "I can 
assure you 1 ", he said, "that I am realiz- 
ing the prophecy which I made years 
ago when I said, (too emphatically, aa 
some thought), 'I will govern'. Now I 
can say that I am governing, since gov- 
ernment and not the power". Lerroux 
One can have' the power and not the 
government. One can have the govern- 
ment and not the power. I have the gov- 
ernment and not the power", Lerroux 
is the representative of the big bourge- 
oisie, the Spanish Miliukov; the workers 
must not forget this. 

Let them not forget, too, that, the 
loader of the "radical" party is no 
Platonic individual. When he entertains 
the masses on the tambourine of the 
"socialist government", Lerroux is mak- 
ing serious preparations, not only to 
govern on the political stage, hut to 
take over the power, to become the di- 
ed instrument of a bloody dictatorship 
of the Fascist type. 



party, "Young Spain", announced re- 
cently, is the first important step in this 
direction. Its organization, based on a 
militia of 500,000 men, who are to "wear 
a distinctive costume with the attri- 
butes of the legion, a gray-green shirt 
and a collar of the same color", is 
modeled on Italian Fascism. The warn- 
ing to abstain from joining, made to 
"the timorous and cowardly, and those 
who are not capable of facing all the 
dangers of a blody battle", show clearly 
what are the intentions of the promoters 
of this new organization. 

The proletariat would commit an error 
which might have fatal consequences if 
it does not give this fact all the atten- 
tion which It deserves and fails to see 
in the announced intention of this group 
more than a mere manifestation of 
boasting. 

It is more than probable that "Young 
Spain" will fail to recruit the 300,000 
men which it needs to put out the dem- 
ocratic revolution for good and to crush 
the proletariat. Still they can become 
an imposing force tomorrow. The worst 
thing we can do is to close our eyes to 
this incipient danger. lit 1920, and even 
in 1821, the Italian revolutionists looked 
with disdain on the Fascists, whom they 
saw as nothing more than "bandit gangs" 
without real force. These "bandit gangs" 
took the power at the end of 1022 and 
dragged along with them the large 
petty-bourgeois masses, these same mass- 



lk-auism. With the fall of monarchy 
mid the proclamation of the republic, 
the petty bourgeoisie gave free rein to its 
democratic illusions and hopefully fol- 
lowed the demagogues, of the left. Still 
the illusions are disappearing, and 
these great fluctuating and indecisive 
masses find themselves irresistibly drawn I 
to that social class which offers a clear 
and concrete program, and has the mi- 
shakable determination to put it into 

practice. 

That class can only be the big bourge- 
oisie or the proletariat. The big bour- 
geoisie has this program; tiie crushing 
of workers' organizations, the consoli- 
dation by fire and sword of the domina- 
tion of eapital. The instrument for the 
realization of this program is being 
forged by Lerroux and his "Young 
Spain". Nothing is easier than to at- 
tract the disilusioned petty -bourgeois 
masses with this progam, conveniently 
seasoned with a good dose of demagogy. 
Let us not forget that, at the beginning, 
Italian Fascism declared itself anti- 
capitalist and republican. 

Still there is a second factor, no less 
important : the proletariat, which has a 
unique opportunity to give 
battle to the bourgeoisie and to take 
the power. The objective circumstances 
could not be more favorable to such an 
end. ' But subjectively it is disarmed. 
From a trade union point of view it Is 
divided; the leaders of the V. d. T. col- 
laborate openly with the bourgeoisie, and 



proa en all political group*, trade un- 
ions and workers' organizations who de- 
clare themselves prepared to tight against 
Fascism, with the aim of a common ap- 
peal for the formation of a Joint Council 
of Action against Fascism. This appeal 
must contain : 

1. The creation of Committees of Ac- 
tion consisting of representatives of fac- 
tories, trade unions, political groups 
and other workers' organizations. It is 
of the greatest importance, that all the 
existing tendencies in the revolution- 
ary working class of each locality actu- 
ally lie represented in the Committees of 
Action. 

2. The .Joint Council of Action 
is to be constituted at :i congress 
of delegates from these Committees of 
Action in the entire country, which 
should be convoked without delay. This 
congress is to represent the proletarian 
concentration against the concentration 
of the reaction!! rles. 

;i. The congress must be organized 
in advance as tiie proletarian couliter- 
parliament in the event, of a Fascist 
Reichstag, or against an extra -parlia- 
mentary or iKirliamentary Fascist gov- 
ernment. 

4_/i 1 he congress must solve three 
tasks concretely : 

(a) the preparation of the general 
strike to prevent tiie seizure of 
power by Ilitgenberg and Hitler: 

(b) the formation of one common, 
non-party workers defense corps; 

(ci the elaboration of a common min- 
imum program with regard to the 
next steps to be taken, by the Com- 
mittees of Action. 

Under a correct leadership, such a 
defense action contains all the necessary 
elements with which to lead the prole- 
tariat, in view of the objective possibil- 
ities described above, not only against 
Fascism, but to the overthrow of the 
bourgeoisie as a whole. 

Such a policy is possible only after a 
radical change in tiie course of the party. 
The experiences of the French C. P. speak 
an unequivocal language. Despite the 
"third tieriod", despite the ultra-Left 
trade union tactic, despite "social Fasc- 
ism" and similar slogans, the party has 
been forced by the pressure of objective 
conditions and partly also, on the basis 
of sound proposals made by the Left 
Opposition, to change its coruse radical- 
ly. (See the proposal to the Socialist 
Party of Fmnce for common action on 
the second ballot, the Parliamentary Con- 
gress for the establishment of trade an- 
ion unity). It is high time to draw 
tiie consequences in Germany and to re- 
establish the unity of nil genuine Cem- 
uumists. 

We declare emphatically that, despite 
profund differences in a whole series 
of questions we will support with our 
innermost convictions and witohut any 
reservations, every step undertaken by 
the party in thw direction with all our 
streugthand that we are completely and 
entirely at the service of. the party In 
any instance whatsoever. 

With Communist greetings, 
for the I.UFT OPPOSITION OF THE 

<\ P. (i. (BOLSHEVIK-LENINISTS) 
The National Committee. 
(Cunliuued In the next issue) 



es who had followed tne socialists and, those of the c . N . T . either talljnto » 
who, disillusioned by the downfall of 
the proletarian revolution, threw them- 
selves Into the arms of Mussolini. 
Are there factors in Spain which are 



capatie of favoring the development of a 
strong Fascist movement? There are 
beyond a doubt. 

Whither, the Party Bourgeoisie? 

The first factor, and the most import- 
ant, Is the petty bourgeoisie. As in 
Italy, the urban and rural petty bour- 
geoisie constitutes the immense major- 
ity of the population. Because of the 
very role which It fulfills in the economic 
life of the country — dependence on big 
eapital— this class is incapable of carry- 
In- out its own policies, and constantly 
vacillates between the big bourgeoisie 
and the proletariat. To win it over, or 
at least to neutralize It, Is a task of 
fundamental Importance for the cause of 
the revolution. 

After the ruin of the great working 
class movement of 1917-1920 it supported 
in fact the dictatorship of Prime de 
Rivera. Still, since this experience did 
not free it from the burdensome load 
which weighed down on it, nor improve 



reformism which fully equals that of 
Largo Caballero and Co. (the Petro- 
Pestana group) or into adventurism {the 
F. A. 1. 1 which can only lead to a bloody 
and profitless putsch. 

—ANDRES* NIN. 

Barcelona, Nov. 27, 1981 

(To Be Continued) 



The clouds of the coming war 



working masses, wim n, me uuius«- •" — -- ......... ■•--*> - .„„,-,,! wmnh- 

wercolsie would find Itself deprived of one The constitution of the nationalist its situation, it developed toward repuo 
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Shachtman Lectures 
at Opposition Forum 

On Friday, January 14, comrade Max 
Hhuehtman spoke af the Labor Temple 
on the impressions he acquired during 
a four weeks' stay in Spain. An audi- 
ence of about a hundred workers lis- 
tened attentively to comrade Shachtman's 
description of the miserable conditions 
of the Spanish workers, the betrayals of 
the Spanish social democracy, the im- 
potence of the syndicalists and anarch- 
ists and the criminal blunders commit- 
ted by the official Communist party un- 
der the direction of the Comintern led 
by Stalin. 

Comrade Shachtman brought back 
heartening news of the growth of the 
Spanish Opposition which has now more 
than a thousand members, and of its 
tight for the unity of the Communist 
ranks. Significant was the fact that 
comrade Trotsky was extremely popular 
with the Spanish workers, liiat editions 
of his pamphlets were literally cobbled 
up. In Spain, as elsewhere the work- 
ers despite the slanders and lies of the 
Stalinists refuse to believe that Tr:>tsky 
and the Opposition are conn ter- revolu- 
tion a ries. 

The struggle of our Spanish comrades 
carried on under much greater hardships 
then we face here must be an Inspira- 
tion to us to double and redouble our 
efforts to regenerate the American Com- 
munist party and to reunite the Commun- 
ist vanguard. 



A Correction 

I>ue to unforeseen teclmii-al difficulties, 
the leadinii' news article in our last is- 
sue, entitled ".laps SubsMI™ Russian 
Whites", appeared in garbed and distort- 
ed form. Unfortunately, the necessary 
corrections could not be made in time. 
But we shall come back to this subject 
dealt with in this article in the imme- 
diate future, in more extensive form. 
—THE MILITANT, 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 



ANOTHER DEFEAT IN KENTUCKY 

The conviction of William High t over 
ami the sentence of lift! imprisonment is 
the second heavy defeat suffered by the 
miners and the entire working class of 
America in the Kentucky murder trials. 
The.se are no mere law cases. The court- 
room, during these historic trials, ia an 
arena of the class struggle. In reality, 
ul though not formally, the right of the 
workers to organize is at stake. The 
whole prosecution is designed lo vic- 
timize men for asserting this right in 
action unci to intimidate others by the 
ferocious -'justice" measured out to the 
victims. 

The attention of the entire working 
class ought, therefore, to be centered on 
this -courtroom spectacle in Kentucky; 
the chief "witness for the defense" 
lie compelled to hear and to heed. But 
such a movement is not to lie seen or 
heard. The judicial hirelings of the 
coal operators grind out the convictions 
and prepare others in an atmosphere of 
undisturbed secuity. 

A purely legal defense, however com- 
petent, unless it is re en forced by a 
determined and clamorous agitation, pre- 
sents no serious obstacles to the rail- 
roading of n working class militant. 
This can be laid down as an axiom ex- 
tracted from the record of the class 
struggle in America. Whoever has il- 
lusions about this, whoever wants to 
confine the defensive action of the 
wcfrl^ars to 'the presentation of legal 
evidence and the collection of funds 
for lawyers's fees, is at best, a harm- 
ful, if well -meaning, fool. It is high 
time to appeal these cases to the work- 
ing class. A nation-wide action of the 
workers is an impostpoiiiihle obligation 
which they owe to the defendants and 
to themselves. 

The chief obstacles in the way of ef- 
fective protest iiction of the masses are 
the disunity in the labor ranks, and the 
partisan disputes which take no account 
of fundamental class interests. This de- 
plorable circumstance is expressed in the 
obscene factional quarrel over the 
case between the Stalinists and the I. 
W. W. They have acted like tradesmen 
haggling over private property. The 
Daily Worker prints not a single word 
about the trials and conviction of Jones 
and Hightower. By that deliberate sil- 
ence they take upon themselves a part 
of the responsibility for the outcome. In 
all this the Stalinists are true to them- 
selves, for it is their mission to soil 
and discredit the banner of Commun- 
ism. The conduct of the I. W. W. of- 
ficials is no better. They content them- 
selves with file fact that the hated 
Communists have nothing to do with the 
defense. Any scoundrel of faker is wel- 
come at Ilieir defense conference, but not 
the delegates of a Communistic organi- 
zation. In the self-satisfied contempla- 
tion of this victory over the factional foe 
they lose sight of the defeat suffered 
by the class and the basic reasons for 
it. 

Tile life-sentences in Kentucky are 
warning signals of a furious offensive 
against the awakening labor movement. 
The laboring masses, attacked from ev- 
ery side, robbed of their standards and 
deprived of their rights, have no way 
out but to tight. They must find the 
way to fight unitedly, as a class, "An In- 
jury to one is Hie concern of ali" — this 
glorious motto of the Knights of Labor 
must be revived and inscribed on the 
banner of the workers once again. Dif- 
ferences and disputes over methods and 
theory — which are unavoidable in the 
process of clarification — must not pre- 
vent unity and solidarity In the common 
fight against the class enemy. If the con- 
scientious workers in all camp* will 
dedicate themselves to this principle and 
fight for it they will soon And the way 
to sweep the disrupters aside and create 
the conditions for the united front of 
labor. Then they will be able to halt 
the defeats in Kentucky, and elsewhere, 
and transform them into future victories. 



whose sole instruction in revolutionary 
ethics had been imparted by him, made 
an uninvited visit to the headquarters 
aud carried off some books. Weisbord 
announced Hits depredation- in a char- 
acteristic manifesto and submitted it to 
the whole revolutionary movement as the 
question of the day. 

We are not in favor of burglary and 
larceny and it is easy to incite us against 
practitioners of these arts— jirinti pie in 
tills matter being reinforced by personal 
grievances. We were just on the point 
of passing judgment on the alleged cul- 
prits when Weisbord forestalled us by 
an appeal to other authorities. The in- 
comparable revolutionist took his- whilom 
comrades and pupils to court and there 
prayed for the justice that had been 
denied him. And then, to make sure 
that this lesson in Marxism would not 
be restricted to the defendants, the judge 
and the court attendants, he published 
a letter in the New York Forward ex- 
plaining his action, lie went to court, 
he said, on the advice of Soger lialddwin. 
That ought to satisfy anybody who is 
satisfied with Ho: 
legal an d pol 

over, he protested, it was a civil suit and 
not a criminal case which — as they say 
in Missouri — is a distinction if not a 
difference,. 



In Spain: «The Democratic Republic of the Workers» 

A First Hand Account of Conditions Under the Socialist-Republican Regime 



This is the first of a series of arti- 
cles on the situation in Spain by com- 
rade Max Shaehtman who has just 
returned from a visit to that coun- 
try.— Ed. 



A SORRY ADVENTURE 



The social democrats throughout the 
world beat the drums*mightlly for their 
Spanish colleagues when, a few months 
ago, the prominent socialist parliament- 
ary leader, Luis Araqulstaiu, speaking 
for the Constitutional Committee, pre- 
sented the committee's report to the 
Cortes at Madrid which incor-io rated in- 
to the fundamental law of the Ian,! ;hc 
proclamation that Spain was henceforth 
n "democratic republic of the workers". 
Not even a genuine republic of the 
workers could be expected lo perform 
miracles for the proletariat after an ex- 
istence of a handful of months. But the 
least that one can demand is (hat the 
political regime guides the destinies of 
a republic so lofty in intention should 
give some indications that it plans to 
improve the status of the class whose 
republic it announces itself to be. Or if 
not that, then at the very least, it should 

>ger Ualdwin as a moral, m,t * t " raI «"* much fn tDe ™* ot *"? 
ifical authority. More- " ld, ' ilvol ' s t,,e ""orkers themselves may 
make to ameliorate their conditions. By 
even such a simple and empirical test, 
the new "workers' republic" of Spain 
has already proved to be one of those 
cruel deceptions with which the bourge- 
oisie has always fed those over whom 
it. rules. 

What do the conditions ot the Span- 
ish workers actually look like, now that 
Alfonso Bourbon has been driven from 
the throne, his henchmen dispersed, and 
the republic proclaimed? 

The Conditons of the Workers 
The far from revolutionary Interna- 
tional Labor Bureau of the League of 
Nations places Spain, in a recent survey, 
at the bottom of a list of some dozen 
representative European countries, with 
regard to the standards of living of the 
working class, lower In the scale than 
some of the classic countries of misery 
in the Balkans and the Baltic states. 

With the Spanish peseta now equal to 
less than nine cents in U. S. coin, the 
industrial workers average about 8 pese- 
tas a day which means that on the basis 
of a 48-acur week, the Spanish worker 
would average something like live dol- 
lars a week. In Valenica, the workers 
average from 9 to 10 pesetas a day. 
In Madrid, the capital of the country, 
which has relatively few industrial work- 
ers, the building trades workers, the most 
highly-paid in the city, get anywhere 
from 13 to 1"* pesetas a day. The metal 
workers in Vizcaya, probably the most 
highly paid in the country, receive from 
1!> to 17 pesetas a day. Workers in the 
or, - famous textile* mills of Barcelona get 
! about- 10 pesetas a day, while women 



So what can we do now? We have 
never yet testified against anybody in 
court and cannot go as witness. We are 
also barred by ethical scruples from 
expressing any opinion which might pre- 
judice the case ot the defendants. And 
besides, If it is a matter of law, cannot 
the seceding faction claim mlnorlty 
rtghts in the property? We have heard 
of cases where minority groups of stock 
holders sued for an accounting and div- 
ision and were granted it. We raise 
here also a hypothetical legal question : 
Suppose the defendants plead insanity 
and cite 3a proof that 4 hey were still 
suffering from the influence of Weisbord 
at the time of the alleged offense? It 
would be a -cruel judge indeed who would 
turn a deaf ear to such a plea. 



One .may think that these performances 
would be enough for one man for one 
year — or for a lire-time. But no, the 
comic resources of our hero are ine-c- 
haustable. On top of all this — to round 
out the year, so to speak — Weisbord ad- 
dressed a letter to the Communist League 
proposing that we get together and talk 
things over with a view of unity. This 
propasal he blandly informed us. is 
designed to be a "bridge"' to the Commun- 
ist League. But he is separated from 
us in such a way that a bridge can 
hardly be the medium of connection. 
What this fellow needs Is a ladder 
belter yet, a rope. 



—j. r. c. 



workers in the same .mills will average 



but half of that wage. In Saragossa, 
where the cost of living is somewhat 
higher than elsewhere, u painter will 
earn 8 pesetas a day. In the smaller 
city of I'alencia, building trades workers 
like masons, carpenter-: and painters re- 
ceive only some ii to 7 pesetas. Day lab- 
orers in the cities may get an average 
of 7 pesetas a day, often less. 

But these are not the worst by any 
means. Agricultural laborers nut only 
have a 'highly seasonable employ, but 
when they do work in the iields they 
will get from 3.5 to -I pesetas n day, 
and in some districts as low as 2.5 pese- 
tas a day (about twenty cents a day 
in U. S. coin!), togetiier with their 
board and the highly doubtful pleasure 
.of sleeping in barns and stables with 
the live stock. In .Madrid, I saw a sight 
which can only be compared with the 
very worst days of the sweat-shop in- 
dustries of New York's forgotten East 
Side. In a room of a communal family 
flat, a half-dozen young girls, not one 
of them out of her teens, were crowded 
together, at. work, making waists, with 
no ventillation and the most meager il- 
lumination. These children— most of 
them were that, literally — get 2.5 pesetas 
for eight hours of work, but since they 
work "a day and a half" each day, or 
12 hours, they carry off the magnificent 
pay of 3.75 pesetas at the end of each 
back-breaking, eye-tearing day. Such a 
sight is far from unique in Madrid; the 
system is quite wide-spread. And what 
must conditions be in the less modern 
sections of the country? 

Such a wage standard is better under- 
stood when the reader learns that a 
rather modest meal at a very modest 
restaurant costs two pesetas. A dozen 
eggs are three pesetas. The housing 
conditions of the average worker are 
postively wretched. The home of one 
of otir most active militants, representa- 
tive of the average, consisted of one 
room, probably 12 feet by 7, illuminated 
—if one may say so— by an air-shaft win- 
dow four feet square, with miserable 
sanitary facilities, and permission to use 
the communal kitchen for cooking. The 
average worker lives in similar flats, 
containing four families, who are distri- 
buted in five rooms, one of which serves 
as the joint kitchen. The comrade 1 
speak of paid the average rent for the 
one room— forty-five pesetas a month. 

The misery of Unemployment 

For those who are fortunate enough 
to have work, life is still "bearable", 
so to speak. But what about the un- 
employed? With a .munificent gesture, 
the Republican -.Socialist coalition govern- 
ment has introduced the 8-hour working 
day. It cost it little, since most of the 
workers had already acquired that stan- 
dard. In some cases, the law made con- 
ditions worse bv lengthening the working 



The Proletarian Party Opposition 



After a decado of existence as an ex- 
pelled group from the Communist party, 
the Proletarian party is now proceeding 
through a period of internal struggle and 
split. The element that made up the 
P. 1'. pivoted around a section of the 
socialist party of Michigan as part of 
the Left wing majority expelled by the 
Socialist Executive Committee minority. 
And now the 1*. P. is repeating the pro- 
cess on a smaller scale with the Ker- 
acher minority controlling the aparatns, 
expelling the majority. All the Bureau- 
crat methods of the socialist.--, or Stalin- 
ites are used, by Keracher and Co. 

This party, after a decade of existence 
as a sect devoting its time to theory- 
theory that now proves to the majority 
of Its own members to be void of living 
Marxism, can only exist as a counter- 
part to bookshelf "activity". The deep 
world crisis closed in from all sides on 
this placid conditou causing internal 
motion that broke through the isolation. 
The first convention in Detroit was a re- 
plica of the Stalinist methods of pro- 
ceeding over the disputed questions : on 
the analysis of the crisis, the trade un- 



ion question, immediate demands, unem- 
lt is just about a year since s Weisbord, pioyment, etc. The revolt from this 

position of ■'theory" reacted to its op- 
posite of "mass work" in a hope of 
breathing new life into the P. P. The P. 
P. Opposition comes fom a party of In- 
activity. While we were a minority ex- 
pelled by the bureaucrats who did not 
allow our position to reach the party. 
The P. P. Opposition now conwtiiute the 
majority of this party. This explains to 
an extent the reason they swing to '"mass 
activity" and their accusations that the 
Left Opposition are too "theoretical and 
loo much concerned with the lius^ian 1s- 
i<ue" but this does not justify or give 
them a Marxian base for their action 
quite the contrary. 

The split in the P. I*, is national with 
the Left, through expulsions and with- 
drawals, holding the majority over six 
units and contacts throughout the coun- 
try. The base of the Left is Sn the head- 



having failed to convince us by argu- 
ment, set out to prove by example that 
he alone possessed the secret of organ- 
izing a mass movement and steering it 
oa the straight revolutionary path. If 
we still remain skeptical it is not be- 
cause his adventure has been devoid of 
infeist or liecause he .failed to make con- 
tributions of a certain kind to the move- 
ment in general. You have to give him 
credit for trying. He didn't prove his 
own case, it is true, but he proved some- 
thing else. What his exploits lacked 
in the heroic quality they made up in a 
unique humor that was all the more in- 
fectious because of its apparent uncon- 
sciousness, like the comic act of a sad- 
faced clown. Therefore we maintain, 
against those who want to cross him off 
as a total loss, that the man has his 
uses. Revolutionists remain human, all 
too human : we need diversion and 
amusement. We live parlous lives, beset 
with griefs and difficulties, and one Who 
can make us laugh is not to be utterly 
scorned. A brief account of the life and 
deeds of Albert Weisbord during the 
past year is justified by this considera- 
tion. 

As the world knows or ought to know, 
the herculean endeavors of Weisbord 
have recently culminated in a split of 
his organization. From this we learn 
that the total membership of the mass 
movement— at the time of the split was 
thirteen people. Out of these thirteen, 
six seceded or were expelled, leaving 
a net membership of seven in the par- 
ent organization, including Weisbord 
himself and his immediate family. There- 
upon — it is alleged — some members of 
the split-off faction, who had never be- 



quarters city and here it faces the great- 
est internal contradictions as well as 
the greatest possibilities. They have an 
otien forum two block from the P. 1'. 
headquarters with a weekly attendance 
of over 200 while the P. P. has declined 
radioaly. Before the P. P. Opposition 
could organize itself nationally, Cleve- 
land and New York had moved Info the 
official Communist party. The Chicago 
P. P. Opposition can say this shows 
weakness on their part and dismiss it 
at that but facts prove It only retlects 
the weakness of the national center of 
the P. P. Opposition and disintegration 
will claim the rest unless drastic steps 
are taken at once to correct their inter- 
national perspective. 

Since the party lastly chopped off part 
of Cleveland and New York we should 
ask, where do we catalog the P. P. 
tonpnd to nnv organization before and Ocpoaitoa aatfonit Hop Communist cur- 



rents? It cannot be cataloged with the 
Left Opposition, the intra Left nor 
the night wing currents this they 
themselves admit. Neither can facts 
characterize them as an Independent cur- 
rent of Communism, nor as the Marxian 
group in America. The P. P. Opposition 
itself is the best denial of this. The P. 
P. has tactical differences but no theor- 
etical differences with the C. I. and al- 
ways abstractly endorses the C. I. and 
all its policies. This shows, generally 
speaking, that they are a sectarian 
gri >ni>!ei of tii*- official Ctmtnunlat pai,*y 
and concretely speaking a right-center 
sectarian grouplet suporting Stalinism. 
Stalin's socialism in one country has its 
counterpart in the P. P.'s National Com- 
munism. 

*>:i the one hand, the expulsion of the 
Left Opposition from the C. I. was the 
most detrimental to the world revolu- 
tion and the Soviet Union, on the Other 
hand we can say the struggle within the 
1'. P. and its majority under the influence 
of the P. 1'. Opposition Is healthy and 
a step forward for American Communism. 
Now adrift, the P. P. Opposition has the 
key to the problem and will determine if 
they proceed forward or backward. 
Where are they today and what are they 
heading for? 

The P. P. Opposition is not a homo- 
genious grouplet by any meanst The ac- 
tion of Cleveland and New York already 
throws light upon the process of con- 
tradictions they brought out of the party 
with them and have not yet outgrown — 
or contradictions that may kill them as 
a. grouplet, depending upon what their 
most advanced force does In the next 
several weeks. To join Centrism was 
no step forward, it was only a jump from 
the tail to the body, unless they go into 
th party with the intention of correcting 
the revisionist position. Another section 
of the grouplet under Bereiter's influence 
have .accepted the Grossman theory as 
the latest In Marxism. The Scandinavian 
grouplet and some American elements 
that dropped out of the P. P. before and 
others that were expelled make up some 
healthy element that would be an asset 
to the American Communist movement 
To go forward the P. P. Opposition must 
answer the question of an International 
program, a question still unanswered in 
their group. It may be much nicer for 
some to have their own "play house" and 
play the game according to their own 
rules than to be a faction of the Com- 
munist International as the Left Opposi- 
tion and take all the dirt and slander 
that goes with It. However, there is no 
choice for a Marxian, we do not make 
history out of the whole cloth, neither- 
do we make a party out of the whole 
cloth that will carry through the suc- 
cessful proletarian revolution in the Un- 
ited States, but in order to build a party 
to accomplish our task In America we 
must thave above all — a correct inter- 



national program to be rounded out with 
revolutionary strategy and tactics for the 
peculiarities of America. 

—HUGO OBHLEH. 
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day. But of what value is the 8-hour 
working day to those who cannot Hud 
work for one hour a day? 

Unemployment in Spain at the presenet 
moment is terrific and the con seouei ices 
are almost indescribable. Industries are 
paralyzed, there is an acute financial 
crisis, file peseta continues to careen 
along tile downward path. I was reliably 
informed— accurate statistics are unavail- 
able—that between forty and forty-five 
percent of the industrial and agricultural, 
workers, some 1,000,000 of them, are 
completely unemployed, while another 
twenty percent are at work only part of 1 
the time. In Yizcayla, they say, there is 
not a single worker who is employed for 
a full week at a time, and this in a sec- 
tion whose mining, .metal and building 
trades industries make it proportionately 
more Important, industrially speaking, 
than Barcelona itself. When the situa- 
tion was not yuite so acute, the munici- 
palities would give tree food to the job- 
less. Now the food is not only of a 
greatly inferior ouality,, but many of the 
municipalities are confining the food ra- 
tions to those who are "natives" of the 
town. That is, only those workers who 
are actually born in the town may taste 
of the thin bounty of the "workers' re- 
public". 

Misery and suffering march in the train 
ot this situation, which has even more 
dramatic and sensational result.-;. Pro- 
stitution, an inescapable curse of capi- 
talism under all conditions, rages like 
a pestilence. The streets of Madrid, 
for instancy, literally rtin .with these 
unfortunates like a great sore. The 
'*ataco'', or payroll holdups, which were 
brought to an end by the Prime de Riv- 
era dictatorship, are becoming frequent 
occurences again, just as the individual 
pillaging and pilfering of stores by de- 
sperate jobless workers is on the in- 
crease : here as everywhere, poverty is 
the nesting place of crime. Along the 
most magnificent streets of Madrid, «n 
its Broadway — the Gran Via — one sees 
innumerable groups of four silent men, 
each holding *a corner of an extended 
white cloth into which the passer-by 
somefimes throws a copper which is to 
appease the fierce hunger of the unem- 
ployed worker before whom the national 
const iution so eloquently proclaims "his" 
republic. Ski that the sensibilities of the 
bourgeoisie shall not be made to suffer, 
and in order that the miserable real- 
ities shall not too rudely reveal their dis- 
harmony with the farcical constitutional 
phrase, cities like Barcelona and Bilbao 
have formally prohibited the "four with 
a cloth" from begging in the streets. But 
mendicancy is still widespread, in spite 
of the prohibition. Along the liamblas 
in Barcelona, infants, as wild-eyed and 
raggedly clothed as any of the Russian 
'"homcles,s wiiifs" over whom the world 
bourgeoisie and the social democracy 
love to make such a horror-stricken to- 
do, infants and their elders by the hun- 
dreds are engaged, either professionally 
or by economic com pals ion, in the de- 
grading busines of begging. 

The Two Revolutions 

— lint was your workers' republic any 
better at the outset? One can hear the 
retort of all manners of social democrats 
and their apologists. The comparison 
of the Spanish "workers' repuhlic" with 
the Russian proletarian dietaorship af- 



ter the Bolshevik revolution, even the 
casual one, does not speak a single word 
in favor of the former of its artificers. 
Unlike Spain, the Russian workers pro- 
claimed their republic after three years 
of the most horrible and exhausting war 
known to history, a war in which the 
llower of the Russian working class and 
peasantry was driven to the slaughter by 
a depraved royally and a cynical scmi- 
feudai militarism, and decimated by the 
millions. The Russian revolution took 
place amid the economic ruin brought 
about by czai-ism, a heritage which it 
has not yet been able to throw oil' com- 
pletely. The Russian revolution saw the 
light of day at a time when half or more 
of it was occupied by hostile foreign 
troops, ravaging the country and locking 
out the Russian government from occupa- 
tion of some of the most essential in- 
dustrial and agricultural regions. The 
Russian revolution was almost coin- 
cidental with the establishment of a 
strangulating economic blockade which 
sought— and for a time succeeded — to 
cut Russia off from the life's blood of 
the world mat-kef. 

Yet, in spile of these enormous dif- 
ferences, quantitative as well as quali- 
tative, which constituted such mountain- 
ous obstacles to the progress of the 
Russian workers* republic, one may say 
without exaggeration that the Bolshevik 
regime gave the working class and the 
peasantry infinitely more in one week 
than the Socialist-Republican revolution 
and regime have even thought of giving 
the Spanish workers and peasants in the 
whole nine months of their existence. 

At the very outset, the Bolsheviks 
established a workers' control of pro- 
duction which was a veritable control, 
and not the c hiss-collaborationist bur- 
lesque which the Socialist minister of 
labor, Caballero, has so solemnly p re- 
sented as a gift to the employers under 
the guise of benefiting labor. At the 
very outset, the Bolsheviks, gave the 
[feasants the land for which they hunger- 
ed by simply expropriating the large 
ladowners and the church something 
which the Spanish bourgeoisie and their 
socialist assistants will never think of 
doing anywhere but on pa]iei*, it there. 
The dis-estabilshnient of church and 
state in Russia was a trenchant reality 
and not the elaborate farce that lias been 
played in Spain, where the church con- 
tinues to have a stranglehold oa the 
country's industries and agriculture, not 
in its own name so much — it has yielded 
in the form — as in the more legal name 
of its known adherents. 

In a word, the difference between the 
two revolutions and the Iwo republics 
they produced is the difference between 
the prolefjiriiit in power which crushes 
the bourgeoisie and their social dem- 
ocratic .guardsmen, and the bourgeoisie 
in power which, with the aid of its 
social democracy, crushes the proletar- 
iat. However extensive the advertising 
campaign which the international social 
democracy is carrying on for its Spanish 
colleague, this fmniamental distinction 
cannot be covered up. 

—MAX SIIACIITMAX. 



The next article in the series wilt 
appear in the Militant next week un- 
der the title: "The Republic B«tali- 
lishes Law and Order." 
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"Labor Fakers Betray the 'Shoe and 
Railroad Workers" will be the topic at 
a mass-meeting held Wednesday evening, 
January 27th, 7:30 P. M. at the Main 
Library Hall. 14th and Olive Streets, St. 
Louis, Mo. 

Martin Payer will speak, with John 
Scott as chairman. 

Auspices : St. Louis Branch, Commun- 
ist eague of America (Opposition). 



Unemployment and Communism 

On February 25, 19SI, 400,000 workers I suvauce had lapsed; the struggle tor re- 
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iu the United States according to the 
Daily Worker demonstrated for Unem- 
ployment Insurance. Compared with the 
demonstration of the year before, this 
showed a great decline. The Daily Work- 
er claims 1,250,000 workers in the March 
li, 1930 demonstration. This tremendous 
decrease was hailed by Browder as an 
advance (Daily Worker, March 6, 1931.,! 
On the basis of this -'advance", Brow- 
der on March 12, in the Daily Worker, 
motivated a turn from the fight for Un- 
employment to a system of organized 
beggary. 

This in part is what Browder wrote-: 
"Where the city authorities reject the 
demands for the relief of specific cases 
of starvation— the council must set up 
a food collection committee which 
will undertake food collections from the 
larger capitalists and corporations of 
the locality, particularly In those insti- 
tutions where the unemployed were 
formerly at work. When the committee 
is unable to get food from tie corpora- 
tions and large capitalists they shall 
then begin to solieit small merchants and 
the petty bourgeoisie generally, calling 
upon these elements at the same time to 
join the Unemployed Council in demand- 
ing relief from the government Ireasur- 
ies and in demanding unemployment in- 
surance nationally." 

This "tight" for relief reached its 
highest expression in a recent New York 
demonstration In which a worker carried 
a placard, reading : "We want more, not 
less relief". 

While the dwindling party supporters 
were struggling to carry out Browder's 
directives, the fight for unemployment 
insurance was confined to resolutions 
passed at narrow, sectarian conferences, 
and to articles in the Daily Worker and 
other party organs. The masses no long- 
er could be counted by the hundred thou- 
sands, not even by the schooled exagger- 
ates who write editorials "Against Ex- 
aggeration ". Tjiey had disappeared 
from the struggle. 

Browder's strategy, as could have been 
foretold by a pioneer, ran its course 
without results. By the end of the sum- 
mer of 1931 it was clear to all that com- 
peting with capitalist charities for pinch- 
penny doles could not advance the rev- 
olution. The fteht for Unemployment In- 



lief was equally unsuccessful. The crisis 
was still deepening: the misery of the 
masses was greater and .more wide- 
spread. Bourgeois demagogues were 
threatening to take over the leadership 
of the movement for relief and Unem- 
ployment Insurance. At this point, the 
party decide to revive the tight for Un- 
employment Insurance. 

Its first assault on capitalist greed 
was the National Hunger March. This 
was organized around Ihe slogans of a 
resolution adopted by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the T. 1". U. L. on October 3. 
On the basis of this document the re- 
vived fight for Unemployment insurance 
Is taking place. It Is important to un- 
derstand exactly what this resolution 
proposes with regard to unemployment. 
Has the party learned from Its mist tikes V 
Does it repudiate the opportunism of 
Browder and Co.? 

If the party's efforts to win Unem- 
ployment Insurance demonstrated any- 
thing, they demonstratd that the party 
could not unite the masses around the 
slogan of unemployment insurance alone. 
There is no qusetion that Unemployment 
Insurance is what the masses need to 
alelviae their misery and to serve as :t 
bulwark against strike-breaking. It, is 
true that under certain conditions the 
workers will tight to Unemployment In- 
surance, but it is also true that the party 
failed to build a broad movement of em- 
ployed and unemployed workers for it. 

One reason, of course, is the stifling 
bureaucratic regime iu the party and 
its organijsaiii'ii** wrich drives away 
thousands of workers sympathetic' to 
Communism. Hueaucracy played Its 
part but it is not decisive. The basic 
reason is to be found in the illusions of 
the masses. The masses are not yet con- 
vinced that "prosperity" will not return. 
They still believe that the crisis will 
lift, bring in work for them. They do 
not understand that we, like Knglaud. 
will now be blessed with a permanent 
army of unemployed. The masses think 
in terms of work. Unemployment In- 
surance fs predicated upon the permanent 
unemployment of large sections of t he- 
working class. For these reasons, the 
American workers are slow to fight for 
Unemployment Insuanee. — - . STAMM. 

(3to be joonta. * 
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An Appeal to all the Communist 

Workers by the National Committee 

of the Communist League of America 

(Opposition) 

The danger of Fascism in Germany has 
not dimipished. On the contrary, while 
the Cammuuit have registered a num- 
ber of Important advances, they have 
failed to absorb even those social dem- 
ocratic workers -who have left the stan- 
dard of their party,, and the Fascists 
have been striding forward wtih seven 
league boots. It should now be clear 
to all that the Hitlerite hordes are de 
liberately preparing themselves for the 
seizure of the state power. Their 
strength multiplies. All the recent elec J 
tions show a distinct and threatening 
shift to the Right from all the bour- 
geois parties. The bourgeoisie is stak- 
ing upon the victory of Fascism as Che 
counter-revolutionary issue from the 
terrific crl3is in which it finds Itself. 
The big bourgeoisie press of the coun- 
tries bordering upon Germany. like 
France, is already preparing to "re- 
concile" Itself to a Hitler regime. 

WHAT WILL DECIDE? 

But Hitler's march to power has not 
yet been crowned with success. His vic- 
tory or his annihilation will be decided 
by the relationship of forces, and pri- 
marily by the course which the German 
Communists will pursue in the coming 
months. 

The German Communist Party, to tills 
day, has folowed a false policy. It has 
not yet adoRted the course which would 
successfully exterminate the Fascist dan 
ger. 

Following the last Reichstag elections 
and for many precious months there- 
after, the party leadership lulled the 
masses into a false security with Its 
baseless assurances that Fascism bad 
reached the height of its power. The 
events that followed every such boastful 
assertion brought new proofs of the ad- 
vances of the Hitlerites. 

Instead of steering firmly towards win- 
ning the socialist workers, the Stalinists 
engaged in a vulgar and reactionary 
competition with the Fascists, servilely 
copying their slogans, seeking to outbid 
Hitler In nationalist demagogy, and sink- 
ing to the .most abysmal depths of "Na- 
tional-Bolshevism". 

Then, when the reaetionarj monster 
had grown to a size which compelled the 
whole working class to look at the sit- 
uation with alarm, the party leaders 
dragged the Communist masses through 
the ,mud of "red referendum" in Prus- 
sia, which not only heightened the wall 
between us and the socialist workers, 
but added new fuel to the fires of Fasc- 
ism. 

To all this, the confusion was worse 
confounded by the theory finally devel- 
oped, in blatant contrast to yesterday's 
boasting, that the victory of Fascism was 
inevitable. The fact that in the October 
1923 crisis, Stalin himself declared that 
the seizure of power by Fascism was 
even preferable to an attempt at power 
by the workers, does ■ not Justify the 
policy of Thaelmann and Co., but serves 
to Illuminate the source of its inspira- 
tion. 



THE RUINOUS THEORY OF 
STALINISM 

Under the pressure of the increasingly 
acute crisis, of the discontentment of 
the masses with the party policy, and 
of the hammer-blows dealt this theory 
by the Left Opposition, the theory of 
"inevitability" is now being formally and 
hypocritically thrown overboard, the 
scapegoats found for Its advocacy in the 
approved bureaucratic manner and the 
traces thus covered up. But unfortun- 
ately, In all their practises, In all their 
"subsidiary" theories, and by the per- 
sonal conduct and pseparatlons being 
made by the party leaders, it is clear 
that the party course Is still directed 
towards a capitulation before the ad- 
vance of Hitler. We still hear -that the 
Bruenlng' regime is practically Fasc- 
ism; that Bruenlng Is no different from 
Hitler. With the thoroughly false dic- 
tum of Stalin that t" e "social democracy 
is a moderate wing of Fascism", with 
the equally disastrous theory and prac- 
tise of "social Fascism", the party lead- 
ers still contend that tor the crushing 
of Fascism, it Is first necessary to liq- 
uidate the social democracy. Such a 
standpoint ,means that Fascism is to be 
allowed to come to power while the 
Stalinists are engaged In "liquidating the 
social democracy" — an aim which they 
will not attain with their present course. 

Not darng to defend publicly the theory 
of capitulation, and incapable of meeting 
the criticisms of the Left Opposition, the 
Stalinists, beginning with Stalin him- 
self, are laying a smoke screen to cover 
up their Indefensible standpoint and to 
divert attention from the real needs of 
the hour. Instead of dealing objectively 
with the proposals .made by comrade J 



Trotsky, supported by the International 
Left Opposition, for a united front to 
prevent Fascism from coming to power. 
a new campaign of calumniation and 
falsehood has been launched, initiated 
and approved by the central Stalinist 
bureaucracy. "Trotskyism", killed a 
hundred times, has now been "re-discov- 
ered" in the highest instances of the 
Russian party. "Semi-Trotsky 1st" de- 
viations are being revealed in the Ger- 
man and French parties. From Moscow 
Itself, the flat lie is being circulated 
throughout the bourgeois and Stalinist 
press that "Trotsky has gone over to 
the German social democracy"; that 
"Bruenlng, by the intermediary ot Kaut- 
sky, is going to give Trotsky a visa to 
Germany". 

We warn the Communist workers that 
these lies, these criminal and light- 
minded diversions, are desperate maneu- 
vers of a bankrupt bureaucracy which 
can discuss and argu* on Marxian-Len- 
inist strategy and tactics only by sland- 
ers and police concoctions. The Issue 
cannot be settled In this way. Fascism 
will not be destroyed by lying about the 
Left Opposition and its leader, comrade 
Trotsky. 

WHAT A FASCIST VICTORY MEANS 
A victory of Fascism, which threate 
ens in Germany, means — If Italy teaches 
us anything — the crushing of the Com- 
munfsts, the social democratic workers, 
their trade unions, their press, their 
centers — In a word, the complete and 
bloody extermination of the whole work- 
ing class movement. 

, A victory of Fascism would mean the 
reactionary, ocunter-revolutlonary solu 
tlon of the present crisis, not merely 
for the German bourgeoisie but also for 
the bourgeoisie in other countries, in- 
cluding the United States. 

A victory ton Fascism would break 
the spinal column of the Communist In- 
ternational at its strongest. point outside 
the Soviet Union — Germany. It would 
be a direct and immediate threat to the 
very existence of the Russian workers' 
republic. 

The Left Opposition, contemptuously 
rejecting the liquidators' standpoint, does 
not believe in the Inevitability of the 
Fascist victory rn Germany. On the 
contrary, we are deeply convinced that 
the united strength of the German pro- 
letariat, assisted by the international 
working class, can smash the Fascists 
without great difficulty and prevent them 
from coming to power. 

But for this, the Communists must 
have a correct policy, which means, In 
Germany, a radical and genuine change 
of the present course of the party. Not 
bureaucratic maneuvers which leave 
nothing essentially unchanged, but a 
breaking of the strangulating chains of 
the theory of "social Fascism" and a turn 
towards the real united front as Lenin's 
Comintern taught it. 

The German social democratic work- 
ers, who number- millions and who hate 
Fascism with all their heart who will 
not reocncile themselves with Hitlerlsm 
as their leaders will in a crisis, must be 
won for the united front again** Fasc- 
ism. The Communist party, as comrade 
Trotsky,, and the Left Opposition have 
advocated, must put to the German soc- 
ial democracy and to the reformist trade 
unions the proposals for a united front 
to resist the advance of Fascism. Only 
in this way, which puts their leaders to 
the wall on a concrete, burning issue, 
will the masses realize that the Com- 
munists alone can lead them in the strug- 
gle for liberation and for the defeat ot 
reaction. 
ACT BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE 

If the official party leaders miss the 
opportunity which fs still before them. 
if they persist obdurately in their pern- 
icious course, if they allow Fascism to 
come to power without organized resist- 
ance, the revolutionary workers the 
world over will hold the Stalinists dir- 
ectly responsible for the inevitable catas- 
trophe that will ensue. 

The times are pregnant with gteat 
events, with victory Or defeat The right 
road may still be chosen. The Com- 
munist workers In the ranks, here as 
well #s in Germany, mast speak out. They 
cannot arrange their passports to flee 
to safety from the consequences of 
Fascist vltcory. It is up to them alone 
to act and to turn the course ot the Com- 
intern in the right direction. The Left 
Opposition, conscious of its duties, Is 
ready one more lb join wlfih the party 
to arouse the proletariat to action,, and 
in Germany it must act before it la too 
late. Let every Communist worker re- 
flect carefully.! Do not permit your- 
selves to be swayed by slander and 
falsehood. Demand an accounting now. 
Today, the dficlslon is still In your hands 
for it is not yet too late. Tomorrow, 
it may have passed into the historical 
records of a great catastrophe! 
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Japanese Invade Shanghai! 

War Threatens in the Far East and against the Soviet Union 
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As we go to press, the wires are still 
hamming with the latest dispatches of 
the Japanese seizure of Shanghai. Bat- 
tles between Nipponese and Chinese 
troops are in full blast all over Chapel, 
the ntjlve part of the town, and Jap- 
anese re enforcements keep on marching 
toward the scene of the fighting. After 
13 hours of flerces skirmishes and air 
raids, one report says, the occupation 
is not yet completed. But one thing is 
certain The crux of 'jhe Sino-Japanese 
conflict Is already here. 

Undeclared Open War 

The minions of the Mikado have been 
steadily proceeding southward for weeks 
ever since their first easy successes in 
Manchuria. This time, China proper is 
the object of the Imperialists' operations. 
The game of tihe Japanese has been to 



tlon in dealing with the hardly delectable 
demarches of their Oriental competitor. 
In such a heated atmosphere as the 

present, even the fact that several Am- 
erican worships have been ordered ;« 
Shanghai, appears to be a mild form of 
indignation. But it would be foolish to 
think that this has been so because of 
their good will, or because of pacifist 
scruples. Nothing is further removed 
from that. 

The reason why the Wesern powers 
are refraining from prompt and drastic 
action to curb their yellow brother-un- 
der-the-skin is that, the present world 
situation Is as combustible as a powder 
magazine. Unemployment driving mil- 
lions to a choice between extermination 
and bitter, uncompromising struggle. 
Germany on the verge of social eruption. 



lop off one territory after another, while u nrest i n Poland, class fighting in Spain, 



protesting against breaches of the treaty 
of 1910. while declaring the absolute 
altruism of their motive*. At this rate, 
the official decIar»3on of war ought to 
come Just about at the time when the 
Nippon capitalists are ready to sign the 
peace treaty. 

So far, the other imperialist powers 
have shown e$fl-eme restraint and eau- 



tormoll in Austria, Hungary and the 
other central European states. That is 
what .the capitalist world is faced with 
today. A "working agreement" for the 
time being, or at least an "entente" is 
the moat natural thing "to" expect among 
the various national master classes. The 
throttling of a social conflagration and 
the victorious subjugation of the fortress 



Utilize Feb.4 Meets to Build Jobless Movement 



There will be another unemployment main factor in this. It therefore also 
day with nation-wide demonstrations ! eagles the main responsibility fo r the 
for unemployment relief on February 



on 

4th. It should receive the undivided 
support of the working' class everywhere. 
But it is Imperative that it become more 
than Just one other demonstration. 

Can it become more than that? We 
believe It can. There can hardly be any 
question that with a real substantial 
section of the millions of unemployed 
workers actually and seriously partici- 
pating In a movement for relief It can. 
But that is essential. Under all con- 
ditions the workers will obtain nothing 
more than they can take themselves and 
certainly not more than they are seri- 
ously ready to fight for. 

All the demands — and the pleas — so 
far made by the army of unemployed 
have been rejected with scorn by the 
Hoover administration and similarly by 
the state and municipal governments 
throughout the country. Whether the 
governments were Republican or Dem- 
ocratic made no difference whatever. 
The capitalist class as a whole feels 
itself sufficiently strong to confine the 
unemployed millions to the charity 
crumbs which ::&ey have seem fit to set 
aside. And suflciently strong to over- 
come .their fears of a rebellion from 
those they so haughtily scorn. Maybe, 
though, they are wrong in this feeling 
of security. It is certain at least that 
a Teal serious and determined movement 
would soon make them change their 
mind. It would soon bring the unem- 
ployed masses within reach of obtain- 
ing actual relief. 

Possibilities for Movement Growing 

But there is not yet such a serious 
movement It would be foolish for Com- 
munists to close their eyes to this fact 
It Is precisely because of this that such 
mountebanks, official dispencers of dope, 
as the Pittsburgh Catholic priest Father 
Cox, can step on the scene and rally 
thousands of unemployed upon a pro- 
gram of pleas to congress. The purpose 
of his appearing fs, of course, to act 
as a preventive for a real movement by 
leading the attention off into such fut- 
ile channels. But a movement learning to 
know that the workers will get only 
what they are prepared to fight for 
would leave no room for such quacks. 

Failures Should Be Recognlied 

The Communists lead whatever fighting 
unemployment movement there Is. The 
official Communist party Is by far the 



opportunities not being utilized. As the 
objective conditions mature further this 
responsibility becomes heavier and the 
party failures become real obstacles In 
the way. Its failures have been appar- 
ent in the slogans presented In its atti- 
tude of approaching the unemployment 
situation mainly as a field for maneu- 
vers and advertising stfcmts. Its fail- 
ure has been apparent in the utter lack 



movement can hardly be disputed. 

It might also be appropriate to propose 
to the party that the unemployment de- 
monstrations be no longer concieved 

purely as objectives and means of adver- 
tising but on the contrary to be con- 
ceived primarily as an integral part of 
agitation and organization activities to 
build a movement. The demonstrations 
themselves will not became effective un- 
less actually sponsored by a serious 



of efforts for a class education, In the movement. Not until then will the cap- 



bureaucratic methods of restricting the 
movement as well as in pursuing a course 
opposite to the one of uniting the work- 
ers in action. This, of course, la all In- 
herent in- the policy and methodology of 
the Stalin agents everywhere. 

The direct results to the organized un- 
employment movement wthatever there is 
of it, have been that the councils lead 
a precarious existence out of proportion 
to the possibilities available. Their 
scope Is restricted by bureaucratic divi- 
sion of the workers and elimination of 
all who do not submit to the mechanical 
party control wlflch Is imposed upon 
them. They do not sufficiently attract 
the workers and those who Join, come 
and go. 

Some Practical Steps Proposed 
It would be a good beginning for the 
party to consider rounding out its de- 
mands for unemployment relief by add- 
ing the practical slogans which can ap- 
peal to the broad strata of the work- 
ers, including those now employed. We 
have in mind, as we have often emphas- 
ized, to add to the slogan for unem- 
ployment insurance also the ones of the 
"six tour work-day without reduction in 
pay" as well as the slogan for "extension 
or long term credits to the Soviet Un- 
ion." That it would offer better possi- 
bilities for the building of an actual 



italtst class and Its government pay ser- 
ious lieed to the demands made. 

It certainly should be in order now 
also to really begin to remove all the 
bureaucratic restrictions from the un- 
employed organizations. A, present there 
is no broader apt oil to the working 
class than the pne concerning the various 
measures for unemployment relief. 
Around this the greatest extension of 
elementary class unity could be attain- 
ed. It should ring out to all workers 
organizations regardless of how reaction- 
ary their leadership, as well as to those 
entirely unorganized. On this basis 
serious efforts could be made for work- 
ing class unity of action. 

But above all It should be necessary 
to pursue a thorough method of class 
education. That is not to be content 
with merely what directly and immedi- 
ately concerns the spontaneous movement 
but rather to proceed from that to teach 
the workers in regards to the far more 
serious problems they must face to 
reach their revolutionary goal. 

None of these proposals, however, can 
be approached with the method of liur- 
eaucratlcally maneuvering and playing 
with a movement. They require first of 
all the attitude of serious minded rev- 
olutionists. A - S. 



The Recent Outbreaks iu Spain 
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"The old world is burning at both 
ends." In the Far East the imperlal- 
i4l lust has mounted to the head of a 
Japan rendered despeftte by the crisis 
that has eaten into Its vitals and It has 
plunged Into so violent and unashamed 
a conquest of pros.irated China that only 
a spark Is needed to set off an interna- 
tidnal conflagration. In Germany, the 
death rattle of capitalist mingles with 
.he noise of Fascism's sabres and the 
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of the world revolution — Workers' Rus- 
sia — la the immediate and common ob- 
jective of all the powers rhat be. 

Anti-Soviet Advances 

The Rengo Mews Agency (Japanese) 
reports the seizure and operation of the 
branch line between Harbin and Chang- 
chun of the Chinese Eastern Railway by 
Japanese train troops! Add to this the 
planned invasion of Jehol valley and 
Mongolia by the notorions Russian White 
Guard general. Ataman Semionov, an ad- 
venturer definitely known lo be in the 
pay of the Mikado's government, and 
you have m arrogant a provocation 
against the Soviet Union as can possibly 
be hitched up. The signal for an at- 
tack against the light-house of the in- 
ternational proletariat is being given In 
the East 

The government ot the Soviets is 
watchful and cou lous. And in a situa- 
tion surh as this, it must be. But K 
we are to believe quotations from 
Pravda and Isvestia in the capitalist 
press, the stress is being pu altogether 
and exclusively— for the present, at 
—on the danger at the Eastern frontier 
of the II. S. S. R. That danger Is hard- 
ly :■© be underestimated.. It can and 
probably will serve as the apart of an 
round attack. 

But, for a revolutionist with open eyes 
it cannot help being clear that the real 
and the main danger is in the West 
Developmen s In the Par East generally 
drag, must drag, because of the physi- 
cal character ot the land, because 
of the lack and inadequany of transporta- 
tion facilities, because of natural diffi- 
culties. Should Fascism, however, suc- 
ceed in crushing the German proletariat, 
and therebey pave the way for a com- 
bined effort of imperialist reaction, tfcia 
menace would in crease at a furious 
tempo. On the Wesern frontier, the 
position is entirely the reverse. A few 
weeks of successful .military operations 
by the European Imperialists would place 
in their hands the Ukrainian granary 
and the heart of Soviet industry. Not 

Jo speak of depriving .the Soviets of the 
aid of its most powerful and most valu- 
able ally, the European and more imme- 
diately, the German proletariat 

Chinese Experiences Not Forgotten 

That Is what every Communist work- 
er to whom proletarian Russia, i.o whom 
the world revolution is dear, must keep 
in mind. This is what the Russian work- 
er, especially, must keep in mind. And 
it Is precisely for this reason tha'J the 
policy of passivity and Inaction of the 
Stalinist leadership of the Russian Com- 
munist Party and of the Communist! In- 
'eniational in tihts situation Is criminal 
and treacherous. 

It was these same people, onw mas- 
que trading as Intranslgeant dortrinar- 
ies whose principles do not allow them 
to force struggle agreements againd. 
German Fascism upon the social dem- 
oc-rnts ( the "social •• Fascists" ) — who 
were responsible for the slaughter of 
the flower of the Chinese proletariat by 
Chiang Kai-Shek in 1928-1927. Then — 
under .'be banner of the Martynovlst bloc 
of four classes. All the futile and empty 
shouts of .the Stalinist press about the 
"Chinese Red Army" and the "powerful 
Chinese Soviet Republic" (Daily Worker 
1-29-1931) cannot cover up the fac.' that 
the impotence of the oppressed Chinese 
masses In the face of the imperialist ag- 
gressors today is the retribution for the 
crime of 1925-1927. 

All Out On February 41 

The Left Opposition, under the leader- 
ship of comrade Trotsky issued its warn- 
ing then. It is warning the party now. 
Only an acute turn of oplicy in the 
Communist In' emotional, only an imme- 
diate reorientation toward the old Len- 
inist line of international proletarian 
action can save Soviet Russia, can pre- 
vent 'he pillage of the downtrodden of 
China, liberate the working class and 
the oppressed colonial peoples from the 
yoke of capitalism and imperialism. 
Enormous dangers are facing the work- 



distant rumble of a proletarian rfply. 
Now In Spain, the workers— headless 
and unled though they are— are again 
displaying a fighting disposition, a vigor 
and a resourcefulness that offer magni- 
ficent possibilities for shortening the in- 
terlude between the democratic and the 
proletarian revolutions. The resurgence 
of the strike movement, particularly In 
G$ alonla, Andalusia and Vizcaya. Is es- 
pecially heartening in view of the pre- 
ceding period of depression .that set in 
the wdrklng class right after last year's 
series of heavily defeated strikes led and 
mismanaged in classic syndicalist style 
by She head of the -National Confedera- 
tion of labor (C. N. T.). At the same' ars of ^ wor "y and trelIlendt , aa pos8l . 
time, the events which have Just oc- billtlea lor suecess f a i ac tion are opening 

up for them. Every day, every hour, 
every minute wasted — can bring unfore- 
told consequences at this stage of de- 
velopments. 

The official party is calling upon all 
workers to voice their protests against 
Tie Japanese invasion of China at the 
nation-wide demonstrations on February 
4. Let all workers, all revolutionists 
turn out in.mass at these demonstrations. 
La|; every Communist bring pressure 
upon the party leadership to wake it 
up to the danger in Germany as well as 
to that in the Far East. Let every sin- 
cere revolutionist help the Left Opposi- 
tion bring back the Communist party, 
the vanguard of the working class, to 
the Leninist path, to the paih of prole- 
tarian victory. —SAM GORDON. 



curred, during whidh a number of mun- 
icipalities were apparently taken over 
by the workers and the Red flag hoist- 
ed, give ground for some concern for 
: Jbe Immediate future of the movement in 
Spain: the silver lining has a cliud. 

The distance that separates us from 
Spain and the thoroughly unreliable re- 
ports of the bourgeois press make it 
dlfflcnlt to evaluate and to analyze las', 
week's events in proper detail. But a 
general knowledge of the Spanish situa- 
tion and the most recent copies of the 
revolutionary press Chat have arrived, 
make It possible to give a momentarily 
adequate picture of what is going on, 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Bureaucracy in the R. R. Brotherhoods 



This is the second ol a series of arti- 
cles on the conditions of the Railroad 
workers. The first appeared in the 
Militant of January 10, 1931. Fur- 
ther articles will appear in subsequ- 
ent issues. — Ed. 

In our first and previous article on 
the Railroad Brotherhoods, we pointed 
out that the railroad workers in this 
country were kept divided into twenty- 
one separate craft organisations by 
swarms of overpaid craft officials who 
kept themselves in control of the unions 
In typical bureaucratic fashion. In the 
articles to follow we will take up more 
ic detail the results which naturally How 
from such an arrangement and point out 
to the railroad workers, and workers in 
general, that under present industrial 
conditions the craft form of organization 
is not only useless but extremely ex- 
pensive to its members. 

At the conclusion of this series of 
articles we will submit a few recommen- 
dations which, we hope at least, will 
furnish some material for a program, 
around which to organize that growing 
minority in the railroad unions who be- 
lieve that Labor Unions were instituted 
for an entirely different purpose than to 
mereley furnish a fat meal ticket for a 
lot of unnecessary officials. 

The Brotherhood Bureaucracy 
The Labor bhreaucrtit and the craft 
union are closely related and both of 
them are products of the limes throuj-'h 
which >»e have been passing, namely, the 
era of capitalistic expansion and devel- 
opment. Workers can only learn through 
experience and the railroad workers are 
no exception to thi s rule. The experience 
which the railroad workers have had up 



to the present time has not been able 
to produe anything but a craft system 
honeycombed with overpaid officials. 

For the past seventy years, a period 
through which all of the present twenty- 
one railroad unions were developed, rail- 
road transportation has gone through an 
almost unbroken era of expansion 
Through this period of railroad develop- 
ment the workers, although always poor, 
were generally kept busy. They worked 
seven days a week as a general rule and 
also overtime. As a matter of fact, about 
1813, a law was passed to prevent them 
from working more than sixteen hours 
per day. During this period the craft 
sysicm ».:J the craft officials filled 
all Ihe needs the workers required of 
them. Because the workers are kept 
I iifcy, although their hours are long and 
their wages low and their demands of 
the capitalists through their unions are 
usually very modest. And also during 
the periods of industrial expansion, em- 
ployers are able to give the workers a 
concession now and then to keep them 
fairly satisfied. But these "good old" 
limes of steady work and overtime are 
practically gone. Problems are piling up 
before the railroad workers, as well as 
before workers, in general, which the 
craft union and the craft bureaucrat can- 
not solve for them. 

Unemployment, wage-cuts, speed-up 
and loss of working conditions are now 
■staring the railroad workers in the face. 
And as we are now dealing with the 
Brotherhood bureaucrats we will look 
into what they have done or rather fail- 
ed to do to meet these conditions wii.h 
which the railroad workers are now con- 
fronted. 

Since 1921, when the railroad work- 



Father Cox Gets Free Hand in Pittsburgh 



ers took their first pay cut after the 
war, the role of Its leadership has been 
an unbroken process of betrayals. In 
1921, in spite of a nearly 100% strike 
vote to resist the cut, the leaders ac- 
cepted 1» with the excuse, "that we can- 
not strike against the government" and 
this in spite of the fact that the Roads 
had already been returned to private 
management. In 1922, eight of the low- 
est paid crafts received a second pay 
cut. Seven of those crafts forced their 
officials to resist the cut with a strike. ' 
Grable, the $14,000 a year leader of Ihe 
section men was able to hold his organi- 
zation in check regardless of Its vote to 
strike. So Grable together with the 
bureaucrats at the head of the other 
eight higher paid crafts kept their mem- 
bership from interfering with the smash- 
ing of the Shop Crafts by their employ- 
ing of the Shop Crafts by their employers 



Nothing Done to Rebuild the Unions 

Since 1922 practically nothing has been 
done by the Brotherhood ,fiicials tc re- 
build the unions. In spite of the mil- 
lions collected in dues, in spite of tie 
thousands of sajaried officials on .tha 
Brotherhoods' payroll, regardless of the 
fact that the leaders were well p-ovided 
with both men and money, they have 
done nothing in a concerted .way to or- 
ganize ,\m\ tdncate the railroad workers, 
in-lead of nliuildlig the unions and get- 
ting ihem to amalgamate towards an In 
du*;i-5ul t.nion th-» leaders tried to build 
Hanks end Investment Companies. The 
net results of these financial ventures 
were to the effect, that the members paid 
for a costly lesson to learn that their 
leaders knew as little about successful 
investments as they knew successful la- 
!)or leadership. 

In the next article we will deal fur- 
ther with the condition in which the 
railroad worker* find themselves in the 
face of unemployment and wage cuts 
as a result of a bankrupt leadership. 

—A. E. 



Lovestone Splitters Call for Unity 



Unemployment and the Party 



PITTSBURGH, PA. 

Pittsburgh, the center of three of the 
greatest basic industries: coal, iron and 
steel, has yielded to the masters fabulous 
profit wrung from the sweat and blood 
of the toilers exploited in these mines, 
mills and factories. Pittsburgh was al- 
ways considered ~>° barome^r ;t capi- 
talist economic conditions. To-day 
this great industrial city still continues 
to be a barometer but a barometer of an 
entirely different nature. It now gauges 
the revolutionary perspectives of this 
country. The mines are shut down, 
workers striking, mills and factories 
pratically silent, and thousands upon 
rhou'unds a unemployed woike.e idly 
roam Ihe streets, diiven by d-Mperution 
of hunger and fear of eviction, to re- 
sort to begging, charity, petty pilferage,' 
suicides, and— Father Cox. All this in 
the "land of Mellon", a city synonymous 
with wealth and prosperity and, — the 
"Coal and Iron Police". 

It 18 appalling to note the number of 
men, women and children who come to 
tlie door begging for food and clothing. 
They tramp in from the near-by mining 
and mill towns surrounding Pittsburgh, 
driven by the pangs of -hunger and desti- 
tution, abandoned by the coal and Iron 
'baron a since there are no more profits, 
to grind out of them. What more fertile 
soil could the holy, flag-waving Father 
Cox find in which to fufill his "sacred" 
Mission as a Messiah for the workers? 
This man whose breast is filled with 
"pure altruism" for the victims of this 
capitalist brutality and who is prepared 
for ever greater and unselfish and un- 
spar'np efforts in the interests of the un- 
employed, even if the reward be but— a 
presidential candidacy. His popularity 
continues on the increase daily with his 
public soup kitchens where hundreds and 
hundreds of helpless, discarded workers 
are fed soup, coffee and bread, his Hun- 
ger March to Washington, his "Shanty 
Town", speeches over the radio and on 
January 18th as a climax, the mass de- 
monstration at Pitt Stadium in which 
70,000 workers, men, women and chil- 
dren assembled to voice thefr protests 
against their' miserable conditions. » 

The^ sight of a soup kitchen is quite 
familiar to all of us these days but a 
"Shanty Town" such as exists in Pltts- 
^ijrglO'the workshop of the world", is 
a new kind of home for scrapped work- 
ers of industry, a real eye sore and a 
■rotten ulcer upon this decaying society, 
-ir Upon an open lot, Ufthe rear of Father 
-Gaxte church, located at Liberty and l'7th 
8V 19" 'found this modern mode of living 
*or unemployed workers when the boss- 
es, can no more use them to extract pro- 
fits. Little shacks, the size of out- 
foouses,- slapped together from every con- 
ceivable kind of refuse material, from a 
'piano box to old chicken crates, and 
■rusty old iron beds as weights to keep 
the roofs from flying away when a wind 
blows. Gas pipes, sewer pipes, etc., act 
as- chimneys. The workers roam about 



is the workers' Messiah. The workers 
are approachable and show a willingness 
to listen to anyone who discusses with 
them their real canditions and problems. 
They show an eagerness for a program 
of unemployment activities and nght 
against their masters. Yet it is hard 
to recollect a single instance where the 
Party made the slightest effort either by 
fraternization or by leaflet to gain ihe 
confidence of these workers, to explain 
to them the real source of their miser- 
ies and the practical revolutionary way 
out. 

Un Saturday, January 16th, the day 
designated for the unemployment demon- 
stration of jobless women, some 70,000 
workers — men, women and Children, turn- 
ed out under Father. Cox's leadership, at 
the Pitt Stadium, to demonstrate and de- 
mand relief. The general character of 
this mass demonstration presented all 
the ear marks of a political campaign,— 
several brass bands, patriotic music, hy- 
ing Hags, presentation of flowers and 
medals, and numerous speakers, all try- 
ing to out-do each other iu their eulogies 
of Father Cox, proclaiming him the na- 
tional hero of the day. It was the usual 
demagogy of the church and not at all 
surprising. What was striking, however, 
was the absence of the Communist party 
membership. They had evidently thought 
it much wiser to stay away and not In- 
terfere with such a "great and unim- 
portant" event as the assembling of 
Y0.00Q workers demonstrating for unem- 
ployment relief under the leadership of 
the boss class. Not a single effort was 
made by the istalinist leadership to ap- 
proach these workers or explain by 
leaflet the breakdown of the capitalist 
system causing their unemployment and 
misery, and to present to them accept- 
able slogans: such as the struggle for 
the 8 hour day without reduction of pay 
the 5 day week and .extension of long 
term credit to the Soviet Union,— slogans 
which are momentary, realistic enough 
for the workers to respond to in the im- 
mediate. Not even the "constructive" 
plan of physical attack of the jobless and 
break-up of the demonstration came to 
pass. Whether the workers who were to 
carry out such strategy, saw through 
the folly of this hooliganism, it is hard 
to say, but not unlikely. 

It is important to note, however, that 
the maximum of activities on the part 
of the vanguard of the working class here 
under the Stalinist regime amounts to 
standing up within their own little sect, 
talking about means of breaking up 
workers unemployed demonstrations, in- 
stead of lending them real Communist 
leadership ic their daily struggles on to 
the proletarian revolution. 

I. ARCY. 



^ The Lovestone faction has once more 
put forward an appeal for the "unity of 
the Communist movement", in a letter 
addressed to the' official party, to itself, 
and to the Left Opposition. Such an ap- 
peal costs the Right wingers nothing. 
To Lovestone and Co. it is a purely jour- 
nalistic gesture which obligates them to 
no retreat from the positions to which 
they have been advancing for the past 
two years and more, but with the aid 
of which they hope to cover up or ex- 
cuse tbe course they have followed up 
to now. 

The solemn hypocrisy of the Lovestone 
appeal is unexcellable. The leaders of 
the Right wing, who expelled the Left 
Opposition from the party without the 
remotest pretense at a democratic dis- 
cussion, who sought to train their fol- 
lowers in the art of the blackjack and 
brass knuckles as the sole means of 
dealing with the "counter-revolution- 
ists", who violently disrupted our meet- 
ings by thuggery, assaulted our com- 
rades physically, and even burglarized 
our offices, whose sole contribution to 
date to the discussion between us and 
them has been to He and misrepresent 
now blithely call upon us to join hands 
with them to "achieve unity in order 
that all the C om ™u n ist forces may be 
united in one powerful Communist 
party". 

Furthermore, what: isort of horse-play 
is it with the highly important »"d ser- 
ious problem and slogan of Communist 
unity when the Right wing chiefs invite 
the Left; Opposition to "achieve unity" 
on the basis which they very "cleverly" 
calculate will automatically exclude us 
from a united party? At the meeting 
to celebrate their unity appeal, Qitlow, 
speaking in their name, set down the 
bases upon which Communist unity was 
to be attained, and Included in them one 
which called for the unconditional de- 
fense of the workers fatherland. With- 
out wasting a moment on Qitlow's deli- 
berate falsification Of our standpoint, on 
what basis then do the Lovestoneites con- 
ceive that we are to be invited to join 
in a "re-united Communist party", par- 
ticularly when they have not, to this 
day, repudiated their action in expelling 
us from the party which they at one 
time controlled? 



front to liquidate the ideas of Commun- 
ism and the Communist movement it- 
self? Hardly; the Lovestone appeal is 
just an elaborate and solemn farce at 
the expense of the genuine sentiment for 
revolutionary unity which exists In the 
ranks of the Communist workers. 

The whole appeal of the Lovestone 
group is based upon falsehood and a 
mis -translation of the actual stfcte of 
affairs. As for ourselves, we want no 
part of any movement for "unity" 
against the Communist party. Towards 
the .Right wing liquidators, the Left Op- 
position has an unchangeable attitude 
of intransigeant hostility. We have no 
■ause for concealing our aim of liquid- 
ating ihe liquidators — not by the stupid 
and ineffectual methods pursued by the 
Stalinist incompetents, but by an intense 
ideological and political struggle. The 
:i:ttrest of -vomers in thi dispute? in 
side tbe Communis! movement exists and 
should be gratified. 'Not by Lovestone's 
burlesques upon "unity", but by an open 
and free discussion of tbe contentious 
issues. That is our position towards the 
Right wing. Such an end is best served 
by a public debating of the questions 
that divide us. ^ibout a year ago, we 
presented the Lovestone group a chal- 
lenge to debate these questions publicly. 
To this day. tiie Lovestone faction, which 
now coos so softly about unity, has not 
even replied to this challenge. We re- 
iterate the challenge here. Our letter 
is still in their hands. Let them ans- 
wer it. — M. S. 

Young Spartacus Out 

The third issue of Young Spartacus, 
official organ of Hie Opposition youth Is 
off the press. In this issue arp featured 
reports on the An ti- War Youth" Confer- 
ence, and the convention of the Young 
People's Socialist League. In addition 
the youth section of the thesis of the 
Russian Opposition is reproduced, also, 
an article on Trotsky and the youth. 

Subscription rates are 50c a year, and 
5c the single copy. All comrades and 
sympathizers are asked to subscribe and 
order bundles of Spartacus for distribu- 
tion and sales. Send In all orders to: 
YOUNG SPARTACUS 
84 East 10th Street 
New York, N. Y. 



(Continued from last issue) 
For us, it is axiomatic that we must 
continue to fight. What we must do, is 
to add^to the slogans of Unemployment 
Insurance and relief those practical slo- 
gans which, while answering to the 
needs of the workers will appeal to them 
in terms of work. Such slogans exist. 
They are principally: the slogan of the 
Six Hour Day, Five Day Week with 
no reduction in pay and the slogan of 
large scale, long term credits :'o the 
Soviet Union. In addition to their ap- 
plicability to the present condition of the 
working class- both at home and abroad, 
which has been elaborated ir the columns 
of the Militant and by comrade Trotsky, 
these .slogans have precisely that quality 
which is so necessary in the present cir- 
cumstances. 

Tbe Six Hour Day, Five Day Week, en- 
tirely possible with tbe high develop- 
ment of American industry Is slowly 
winning the approval of sections of tbe 
American working class. It appears 
reasonable to them and a means of re- 
lieving unemployment, by cutting down 
the working day . and week and rutting 
men to work. It is urged even by sec- 
tions of the capitalist class. These gen- 
tlemen intend, of course, that the six 
hour day shall be accompanied by a cor- 
responding cut In pay. We propose that 
there should be no wage cut. The work- 
ers will decide. If the party were to 
take up this slogan and launch a move- 
ment around it, it would penetrate all 
secttons of the working class and stir 
them into motion to realize it. 



Unser Karnf off Press 



We are sure' that Unser Kamf 
will delight our comrades: for the first 

islets «^< m- ^Ttrrs >?Z2£ 



on their faces an expression of complete 
abandonment. They look forward only 
to the pitiful handout that may come 
through this benevolent underhanded pol- 
itician whose only object is to beat pol- 
itical capital out of the misery of these 
Jobless workers. 
- tn the face of such scenes of work- 
ing class misery it is only natural to 
Want to know how the Communist Party 
of Pittsburgh, the vanguard of the work- 
ing class here, is handling the situation 
with regards to Father Cox and unem- 
ployment. 

In contacts >nch some of the unem- 
ployed under Father Cox's leadership, 
which by the way is the only unempoly- 
ed movement noticeable in the city, It 
was easy to detect Bhat not all of his 
followers are convinced that Father Cox 



the Jewish language. Greetings 
our French comrades, who hope to spread 
Unser Kamf among hundreds of Jewish 
speaking workers in. France. Letters 
from our comrades relating bo the strug- 
gles in their localities and in the parti- 
cular, industries from all oer the coun- 
try. - 

Every Jewish- speaking worker a sub- 
scriber to Unser Kami should become 
your motto. DO SOUR SHAKE TO 
MAKE THIS SLOGAN A REALITY. 

If yoc are unemployed send your name 
and address to us and we will mail you 
toe paper, while you .are unemployed. 

Rush your subs to: 

UNSER KAMF 

84 Bast 10th Street 

New York City 



The whole affair smacks of that cheap 
and pettyfogging kind of maneuver which 
is so characteristic of Lovestonfan high 
politics, which is neither conceived nor 
executed with any spirit of responsibil- 
ity or seriousness. Matters become even 
clearer when tbe "appeal" is examined 
in the light of the recent past and the 
relationships between the Right wing 
liquidators and the Communist move- 
ment as a, whole. 

At just what moment was Lovestone 
struck with the" burning need of unity 
of "ail the Communist forces"? Up to 
the present time, the course that he and 
his colleagues have pursued, has been 
one of the unity of all tbe anti-Oommun- 
1st and reformist forces against the 
Communist party, it is precisely this 
course, which has become a stench in the 
nostrils of every' honest reovlutionist in 
the country and has lost. Lovestone what- 
ever little support he ever had in the 
Communist ranks, which the recent 'ap- 
peal" is Intended to cover up. But the 
trick will not work. 

Were Lovestone and Co. working to 
"bring about Communist unity" by pro- 
posing and actively working for the liq- 
uidation of the National Miners Union, 
the National Textile Workers Union, and 
the Needle Trade Workers Industrial 
Union, working for this end in collabora- 
tion with all shades of reformism? Was 
it for "Communist unity" that Gitlow, 
Zimmerman and Co. went to Paterson as 
the agents of Muste, and the fakers of 
the United Textile Workers Union In or- 
der to smash the Left wing movement— 
a job which was facilitated for them, 
as we pointed oat, by the criminal blun- 
ders of the Stalinists? Is It for "Com- 
munist unity" that Zimmerman, the 
Right wing spokesman in the reaction- 
ary needle trades unions, unites with 
such notorious labor skates as Levy and 
reactionary anarchists as Bluestein — to 
mention but two cases— ^for the purpose 
of combatting the Communists? In a 
wofld, do the Loves ^uneites expect .the 
Communist workers to take their "Com- 
munist u,nity" appeals seriously, 'when 
they, have demonstrated so incessantly 
that their conception of it is a united 



The "work" aspect, so to speak, of 
the slogan of credits to the Soviet Un- 
ion is no less valid. Increased trade 
relations with the Soviet Union as a 
result of a' movement led './ the party 
organized along tbe line elaborated by 
comrade Trotsky in his pamphlet "World 
Unemployment and the Five Year Plan", 
would result in concretizing the Interest 
of the American workers for the social- 
ist solution as expressed in the Soviet 
economy, and would alleviate unemploy- 
ment here by opening faetorles now 
closed. For these slogans the workers 
will fight. 

All these considerations together lead 
to the conclusion that the Six Hour Day 
should be the central slogan and that 
together, these three slogans constitute 
the essentials of a program on which Che 
masses, both employed and unemployed 
can be united in a powerful movement. 
This is the program of the Opposition. 

Unfortunately, the party does not see 
the problem in this light. The Dec. 3rd 
resolution of the T. U. U. L. Executive 
Committee affirms again that unemploy- 
ment insurance must be tbe central slo- 
gan : "We must strive to organize the 
unemployed Into the Unemployed Coun- 
cils^ — with the demand for unemploy- 
ment insurance- in the center," Although 
the demands for a seven boor any and 
trade relations with the Soviet Union 
are included they are not conceived as 
levers to unite the masses and set them 
in motion. This is obvious from the 
method laid down to overcome the sep- 
aration of the "unemployed movement" 
from "the red union movement" 

This unity is to be affected as fol- 
lows : "in order to abolish these weak- 
neses it is important during times of 
strikes to draw the unemployed into the 
strike committees, into the mass picket 
lines, — and on the other side, to place 
in specific shops concrete demands re- 
garding the unemployed. For example, 



the re-hiring of laid-off workers, etc." 
But what if there are no strikes; are 
the movements not to he united? On this 
question the resolution Is silent. 

It is apparent that the party still con- 
ceives the fight for unemployed insur- 
ance as a movement primarily of the 
unemployed. This is borne out by the 
organizational forms by which the resolu- 
tion proposes to carry out the party pro- 
gram on unemployment. On this sub- 
ject the resolution says, "The basic forjn 
of organization of the unemployed coun- 
cil Is the neighborhood council, elected 
by the workers in the neighborhood, un- 
(mpioyment agencies, soup kitchens, etc." 
luis, no doui>t, win he the purest torm 
of the united front from below. There is 
no mention here of uniting the employed 
and unemployed. This makes a mockery 
Of the resolution's declaration that, 
"These organizations (of the unemploy- 
ed) must be organized on the united 
front basis". Nor is this distorted con- 
ception of the united front redeemed by 
adding at the very end of the section 
dealing with this question, the sent- 
ence, "All the unemployed councils have 
representatives of employed workers." 
It is not explained in the resolution 
how the employed workers who have al- 
ready signified their refusal to enter the 
existing mechanically controlled, narrow 
councils are to be brought Into them. 

The program of the Opposition pro- 
poses that the unemployed councils be 
genuine, broad united fronts consisting 
of representatives of organizations of 
workers of all political or no political 
tendencies, as well as unemployed work- 
ers from agencies, etc. This, of course, 
is possible upon the basis of a correct 
program and a regime of working class 
democracy in the councils. The Stalin- 
ist version is now too well known. It 
is anathema to workers in the A. F. of 
L. and out of it. On this score, the re- 
solution is silent too. This silence is 
an ominous sign. It signifies that the 
policy of expulsion for holding non-Com- 
munist and anti-Stalinist views will con- 
tinue. On Such a basis there can be no 
united front. 

It is plain that the party's program 
on unemployment and the organizational 
forms it proposes are essentially the 
same as those with which it has failed 
to unite tbe masses for unemployment 
insurance. There is, therefore, no need 
to repudiate the opportunism of Browder 
and his former policy. On the contrary, 
it whitewashes them. "The present de- 
velopments do not require a change in 
policy " 

The Stalinists are preparing another 
defeat for the fight for unemployment in- 
surance. The results will be disastrous. 
The despicable demagogy of the Pitts- 
burgh Reverend, Cox, is a warning that 
if the Communists do not learn how 
to lead the fight for unemployment in- 
surance, all sorts of rif-raff will divert 
movement Into channels harmless to the 
capitalist class. 

Against this danger and for the cor- 
rect policy, the Opposition will continue 
to fight For this, it has been created. 
It calls upon Its comrades in the party 
to fight shoulder to shoulder with it for 
the six-hour day, unemployment insur- 
ance, credits to Soviet Union ; for genu- 
ine united front unemployed councils; 
against bureaucracy, for working class 
democracy In the councils ; for the unity 
of the Communist vanguard. 

T. STAMM. 



Chicago Stalinists Disrupt Conference 



A "broad mass United Front Confer- 
ence to fight against Criminal Syndicalist 
Laws" was held here in Peoples' Audi- 
torium by the I. L. D. last Sunday. 

It was in every respect a "united 
front" of the present day Stalinist var- 
iety. All the I. JW. O., I. L. D., Unem- 
ployed Councils and sundry organizations 
of the Communist party were there. 
There was also present comrade Prank 
Buckley, delegate representing the Com- 
munist League of America (Opposition). 

Joe Tash was chosen by the. bureau- 
crats to deliver the main report to *the 
Conference. He talked. He told the 
audience that the bosses are fighting the 
workers. He admits at the same time 
that he does not know so much about the 
Criminal Syndicalist laws themselves. 
He also warns the audience against the 
"Trotskyites" whom his keen eye per- 
ceives in the hall He said that this 
small group of "renegades" was sure to 
advance a project for a united front with 
the fakers of the A'. F. of L. 

Comrade Buckley immediately took the 
floor and attempted to refute the lies of 
Tash, stating correctly th$ Leninist uni- 
ted front principle that workers orgaui- 
z itlons, irrespective of political tendency, 
must be organized into a fight against 
the capitalist class on such specific is- 
sues like Criminal Syndtcallm, which 



mouth. 

While ordinarily it is difficult to under- 
stand Gebert when he talks, under this 
pathological condition it was almost im- 
possible. However, piecing his words 
together here and there, we heard such 
choice bits of slander as "Ray Edmund- 
son, Illinois mine faker, ally of the 
Trotskyites". He also attacked Gerry 
Allard as stool-pigeon. Saying that 
he appeared as witness against him in 
the Benton, 111., hearing and testified that 
the National Miners' Union in Illinois 
was a strike-breaking organization. 

From this he generalized the term 
stool-pigeon to apply to the whole Left 
Opposition. Pointing with his finger at 
comrade Joseph Gigantl, delegate from 
the Italian Workers' Club, be called for 
mob action. Without even a chance to 
utter a word In answer to the cowardly 
attack, Gigantl was pounced upon by a 
bunch of hoodlums and forcibly ejected 
from the hall. He pointed also to Buc- 
kley in the same manner, but out of 
respect for his huge size, the hoodlums 
were more cautious in handling him. 

The meeting then dragged on for sev- 
eral more hours. It was a successful 
Stalinist united front and the delegates 
all went home deeply Imbued with an 
object lesson in the "ideological" meth- 
ods of the present party leadership. 

-J. 



could undoubtedly rally behind it large I 

sections of workers, even those who for STATEMENT OF THE 

the present -may even be against Com- CHICAGO LEFT OPPOSITION 

munlsm. 



No sooner did comrade Buckley sit 
down when Bill Gebert, D. O. of the 
party takes the floor. His face was red 
and blue. His eyes rolled violently in 
their orbit. The gleaming white of his 
eyes could be seen In the back of the hall 
and might have furnished an excellent 
target for Colonel Prescott's men at the 
battle of Bunker Hill. He fumed and 
stormed and the froth dripped from his 



The crying need of the hour Is unity 
of our class forces to fight the bosses' 
offensive, but! once again tbe criminal ac- 
tion of the Stalinist bureaucrats scatters 
our forces. They again demonstrated 
their deadening Influence upon our Com- 
munist party at the Sunday conference 
to fight the Criminal Syndicalist Lawa. 

They not only ejected comrade Frank 
Buckley, delegate from the Communist 
League after he spoke ou the Leninist 



United Front but also forcefully ejected 
comrade Joe Glganti delegate from the 
Italian Workers Club. This action eame 
after Bill Gebert, tbe D. O., stirred up 
the lesser bureaucrats with a speech in 
which he said there are stool-pigeons 
and counter-revolutionists in the hall 
and pointed to these two comrades. 
Much resentment and protest was shown 
to this action but the well oiled machine 
/moved on and a dead and dry confer- 
ence of about 200 went on. 

The membership must resist such anti- 
working class action by the bureaucrats. 
The bureaucrats cannot throw out the 
representatives of the most revolution- 
ary wing of Communism without at the 
same time closing the door to the broad 
strata of workers moving in the direc- 
tion of Communism. Scores of such ex- 
amples can easily be pointed out bul 
one of the latest In Chicago is the 
Mooney-Harlan Conference of two months 
ago which promised a bigger and broad- 
er one in Decemben It is lone past due 
and nothing has been done tw mobilize 
the workers for Mooney who still rots in 
jail while the reformers and politicians 
are taking advantage and making a foot- 
ball out of the.case. 

The unseating of the Left Opposition 
through fear and Inability to withstand 
out Marxian criticism at the same time 
carried with it the constructon of a huge 
unnatural wall between the class. 
Morgenstern and Goodman are sentenced 
In Pennsylvania for Sedition and their 
Representative in Chicago is denied the 
right to speak, when he calls on all to 
unite to fight the Criminal Syndicalist 
Laws and for its victims. 

We call upon the workers and sym- 
pathizers to work for a broad united 
front movement, to fight for the release 
of class war prisoners and against the 
Criminal Syndicalist laws and support 
the I. L. D. in this work as far as it 
wlll*go. 
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In Spain 

The Fascist Danger and the Need for 

a United Front of the Proletariat 



(Continued. from last issue) 
What la missing are mass organiza- 
tions, such as the Soviets; which assem- 
ble the whole working class and become 
the instrument of the insurrection and 
of the seizure ot power. Above all, 
there is missing a strong Communist 
party, without which victory Is impossi 
ble. If the working class is conquered 
yithout a battle or after a heroic but in- 
effectual putsch, its defeat, its passivity 
will favor the evolution of the petty 
bourgeoisie to the Bight .and will permit 
the bourgeoisie to lean upon it in strik- 
ing a death-blow against the proletariat. 
Under these circumstances, Fascism will 
find a magnificent basis for its develop- 
ment. 

This perspective is possible, but not 
inevitable, far from it. The working 
class .must keep it in mind in order to 
foresee all the dangers, and to attack the 
enemy more surely and more decisively. 
The situation is clearly a revolutionary 
one. The capitalist eisis is more _ ag 
gravated from day to day. There is no 
solution. The bourgeoisie keeps conso- 
lidating its position in a desperate ef- 
fort, but stumbles over : unheard-of dif- 
ficulties In trying to consolidate them 
definitely 

It tries to gain time' by constituting 
a government presided over by socialists. 
The working class must take account of 
this and not give the obur.geoisie a mo- 
ment's breathing spell. In revolutionary 
periods such as those in which we are 
living, events develop with extraordinary 
speed. The revolutionary consciousness 
of the masses progresses similarly in 
geometric ratio. What Is missing is a 
party to concretize this revolutionary 
consciousness into precise formulas and 
organize the masses for action. This 
party does not even exist, although there 
is potentially an intense Communist 
spirit in the country. The working class 
must be given this indispensable instru- 
ment lor its emancipation. A great rev- 
olutionary proletarian party must be 
forged, unifying all the Communist forces 
which exist in the country, and giving 
It a clear and precise program. Only in 
this way can the Fascist danger be av- 
erted ; and the Spanish proletariat, allied 
with the peasants, can advance with a 
firm and sure step on the road which 
leads to victory. 

The possibilities of success in the 
struggle against the Fascist danger and 
in the constitution of a strong Commun- 
ist party will depend principally on the 
ability to put an end to the trade union 
split which has torn apart the working 
class of our country 

In this*sense, the Communist party is 
called upon to fulfill a role of the very 
first Importance, by struggling implacably 
against the chronic splitters among the 
anarchists and the U. G. T., by proving 
in practice to the proletariat that it de- 
sires unity, and by an ardent struggle 
to attain unity. 

Unfortunately, the Party In this field 
has followed a fundamentally false 



has deepened the split still further. 
Three or four months ago the Party, 
faced with the open collapse of its trade- 
union policy, announced a "turn". It 
gave up the splltlng tactics, which had 
produced such miserable results, and an- 
nounced the transformation of the Re- 
construction Committee into a Unity 
Committee. 

The Spanish Communist Opposition 
greeted this "tarn" with satisfaction, as 
it was the same thing as an implied re- 
cognition of the accuracy of its critic- 
ism; at the same time, it encouraged 
the Communists to prevent the turn an- 
nounced by the party from remaining on 
paper, which there was reason to fear 
from the persistency with which the 
party stuck to some of its fundamental 
mistakes. 

"As far as the trade union - policy is 
concerned", said the Central Committee 
'of the Opposition in the open letter ad- 
dressed, with th,is purpose, to all mem- 
bers of the party, "the symptoms are 
even more disturbing. Concrete proposi- 
tions for a united front have been made 
to the 0. N. T., but the Reconstruction 
Committee continues to function, - and 
even after the circular of the Political 
-Secretariat announcing the turn in the 
policies of the party, has published var- 
ious manifestoes over Its signatures. If 
the wishes of the Executive Committee 
are sincere, It must prove it in practice. 
The members of the party must impose 
their will in this direction on the lead- 
ers". 

Our fears were more than justified. 
The party, far from orientating Itself 
sincerely toward unity, emphasized its 
policy of division. This is the reality, 
the more so as it tries to present itself 
on the outside, tormaly, as the most re- 
solute defender of unity. 

Its decision to call a so-called "Trade 
Union Unity Conference", using as in 
1925 (!) ' the Federation of Working 
Class Organizations of San Sebastian, 
can only^lead t» a second edition, revised 
and enlarged, of the Seville Reconstruc- 
tion Committee, that is to say, to the 
creation, of a third central body. 

It is evident beyond a doubt that only 
an lnsighnlflcant minority of trade un- 
ionists will participate In this confer- 
ence, and that the great organizations of 
the C N. T. and the U. G. T. will not 
send delegates Under these circum- 
stances, can the conference produce any 
other result than a new split? 

The experience of the last few years 
shows that this road is not the most 
desirable one to reach the unity so ar- 
dently desired; that with unity confer- 



There is not a single worker, no mat- 
ter how little conscious he is, who does 
not understand the necessity of forming 
a single front with the comrades who 
work with aim in the same factory, in 
the same shop, in the same mine. The 
Factory Committee, elected by. all work- 
ers of the same class without exception, 
whether or not organized in trade unions, 
or belonging to the C. N. T., or the 
U. G. T., or whatever their political af- 
filiation may be, offers them the effective 
possibility of realizing their unity in ac- 
tion. The struggle for unity .must there- 
fore be begun from below, by undertak- 
ing an energetle campaign in favor of 
the constitution of Factory Commltteees 
throughout the, country. 

Once unity [has been achieved in this 
way from below, the working class, im- 
pelled by the very logic of the struggle, 
will reach the conclusion that it needs, 
not ye!. the united front, but unity from 
the viewpoint of orkanizatlon, on a na- 
tional scale. This road is apparently slow- 
er than that of the fusion congress which 
is favored as the first and last step, 
but in reality it is much faster, and 
above all, infinitely more effective. 

The struggle for unity has, besides, 
other invaluable advantages pointed out 
already by us in the past. In the first 
place, It offers the proletariat a magnl- 
flcient occasion to cotfnterpose the revolu- 
tionary control of production, exercised 
by these Committees, to the project for 
so-called "workers' control" worked out 
by Largo Caballero, which is only a 
concealed form of class collaboration. 

In the second place, in the course of 
development of revolutionary events In 
our country, the Factory Committees can 
serve as a powerful stimulus to the ap- 
pearance of Soviets, those irreplaceable 
organs of the proletarian Insurrection. 

Let us therefore abandon the empty 
propaganda for trade union unity and 
those efforts which, like the conference 
planned by the party, only deepen the 
split, and let us work actively and re- 
solutely for real and immediate unity 
in action of the working cIhbs, by driv- 
ing forward with the greatest energy the 
creation of Factory Committees. 
Barcelona, Nov. 27, 1931 

— ANDRES NIN. 



A Letter to a Comrade by Leon Trotsky 



Left Opposition and the Brandlerites 



Dear comrade: 

I will try to express my views on the 
questions raised by you as briefly as 
possible." From the first, I had consi- 
dered the disintegration of the Brandler- 
iat faction as something absolutely in- 
evitable. A revolutionary faction which 
has no doctrine, no general conception of 
the world situation, no elaborated strat- 
' egical principles, Is doomed, as a cross 
between Communism and social dem- 
ocracy, to a hand to mouth vegetation 
and cannot withstand the convulsions of 
the present epoch. Brandler and Thal- 
heimer, the "leaders" of the international 
Right wing opposition called us "sec- 
tarians". Now, when we do possess a 
certain amount of cadres and begin 
slowly to grow, these alleged representa- 
tives of mass action And themselves In 
the midst of complete disintegration. 
Half of the leaders want to Join Stalin, 
the other half Seydewltz. When Messrs. 
Brandler and Thalheimer take the part 
of yes-men with regard to everything that 
goes on in the Soviet Union, that does 
not prove at all, that they are blind 



by the wisdom of the Stalinists, but 
much rather, that they do not care a 
snap what happens in the country of the 
October revolution. Up to February 15, 
192S Brandler and Thalheimer repeated- 
ly said: The Opposition's program of 
industrialization and collectivization is 
a utopla. Beginning with February 16, 
they Immediately approved the new pro- 
gram of Stalin which was only a cari- 
cature of our own. One can more read- 
ily understand why It is that the Stal- 
inists, under the immediate pressure of 
difficulties and contradictions which they 
are incapable either of overcoming or 
even of understanding, are engaged in 
changing their position sharply and in 
taking refuge behind lies, hut it is really 
repulsive to see these two Berlin pee- 
wits constantly saying yes and yes, with- 
out taking any part at all in the affair 
outside of their fervent desire to be ap 
pointed to high functions. And the fact 
that the Bight whig opposition tolerates 
the likes of them in Its midst, nay, at its 
head, is in my eyes very characteristic 



by nature or that they have been dazzled of that organization. 



Rumblings in the German Social Democracy 



In Bulgaria 

On the afternoon of October 11, 1931, 
a bloody dispute took place in the court- 
yard of Fhiiippopel Prison among the 
political prisoners— all of them com- 
rades who have fought and suffered for 
the cause ol the proletariat. This quar- 
rel, called forth by factional differences, 
of opinion and by reciprocal insults 
deeply shook the sentiments of the 
working-class circles. 

The press of Stalin's tools— Echo, 
Workers' Action, etc., — was filled with 
declarations and protests of prisoners 



LEIPZIG, GERMANY . 

The ''counter-revolutionary" situation, 
that is, the situation immediately pre- 1 
ceeding the Fascist overthrow, also, has 
Us peculiar laws. and phenomenon. 

Apart from the objective factors, a 
certain weakening of the social demo- 
cracy ( without strengthening Commun- 
ism and accompanied by a general de- 
moralization of the working class) Is 
required to make the social democracy 
incapable of securing the further exist- 
ence of bourgeois society outside of its 
Fascist form. Furthermore, this re- 
quires the going .over of the decisive, 
hitherto "democratic" sections of the big 
bourgeoisie to Fascism. In the last two 
weeks trese two processes have developed 
rattier rapidly in Germany. A fast tempo 
was conditioned — not In the last place— 
"by the abrupt aggravation of the crisis, 
which proceeded in the jrail of the 
events in England, especially Khose con- 
cerning the British tariffs which are 
ruinous for German trade. 

Insofar as the turn of opinion in the 
bourgeoisie is concerned I should like to 
stop for a moment, first of all, on the 
field of the political super-strncture, on 
the uress. It is of the greatest signifi- 
cance that a sheet of such world import- 
ance and democratic traditions, as the 
Frankfurter Zeitung, demands in all 
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policy, which culminated in the famous »s fflrce3 . ana tQH 

Seville Conference and * the constitu- >~* "f-J* ^"' landlords. 



es, absolutely nothing is accomplished. 
Unity must be achieved from below, af- 
ter passing through the phase of the un- 
ited front. The struggle against the 
bosses' offensive, the problems presented 
by the revolution, have shown clearly 
before the eyes of tfce working class the 
necessity of coordinating and unifying 
Otherwise/ it will be hope- 
and the 



tton of the Reconstruction Committee, bourgeoisie^ ""** "^ for all tae 

created a deserved unpopularity will accomplish once ana 
tor the Communists in the C. N. T., and strangling of the -revolution. 
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the noble and steadfast D. Gatchev, sen- 
tenced to death like so many other Op- 
positionists, were treated in these de- 
clarations as a hord of bandits, as a 
gang of Fascists, enjoying the approval 
of the prison warden, against whom 
punishment and removal were demanded. 
The followers of Stalin, who. has not 
desisted from shooting, imprisonment 
and deportation of people of the rank 
of Leon Trotsky and Christian Rakov- 
sky, are all alarmed over the incidents 
In the Phlloppopel Prison. They are 
calling for the intervention of bourgeois 
justice and are confiding to it the de- 
cisions of -inner-party disputes. 

In this, just as all the other lackeys 
in the rest of the world, they are treat- 
ing their opponents of the Opposition 
as traitors, or as tools of the bour- 
geoisie and of Fascism. They have 
neither the courage nor the ability for 
a free and honest struggle .to compare 
both methods; that of Lenin and Hhat 
of Trotsky which assured the proclama- 
tion and the entrenchment of the revolu- 
tion in Russia, and on the other hand, 
that of Stalin and Molotov. who are 
subjecting all the acquisitions of the 
great Russian revolution, both the ideo- 
logical; as well as the organzatonal ones, 
to an international danger by enfeeble- 
ment, destruction and demoralization. 

More than that ; the political prison- 
ers, poisoned by Hie Stalinist opium, 
who are nevertheless our comrades/in 
the same class and In the same strug- 
gle, go as far as to Issue— before the 
whole working class of the country, be- 
fore the entire world proletariat,— In 
the Stalinist press, which epuld find not 
a single word ot fraternal conciliation, 
and reciprocal toleration, this declara- 
tion: "It will be impossible to prevent 
new attacks upon us, bloody conflicts are 
inevitable." And since the Stalinltes are 
In the majority, it is quite apparent that 
a new bloody attack is being organized 
against out comrades, which Is already 
now prepared psychologically and just- 
ified in advance. 

Whom do these tragic quarrels serve 
Comrades on both sides, come to your 
senses! Can't you sum up, sufficient 
moral strength to rise above these al- 
together too primitive methods of strug- 
gle, of application for a judgment from 
the authoritatives of our class enemies? 
Are you going to show yourselves incap- 
able of rising to the level of proletar* 
ian ethics? Can you not find the strength 



mi nation — a liruening-Hltler coalition. 
It can easily be understood from this 
turn of opinion that the bourgeoisie is 
persecuting with the greatest brutality 
all Its outsiders who have remained true 
to the old liberal traditions, who have 
remained antt-FhSCists. In number 37 
of-the Militant, the case of the editor 
Ossietsky has already been mentioned. 
The case of editor Hoellering Is likewise 
important. On the demand of the Min- 
ister of the Reichswehr, Groener (who 
has breakfasted more than once with 
Hitler) he was discharged by the Jewish 
democratic publishing house of llllstein, 
without notice because he had revealed 
the air armaments of Hitler's private 
army! It is also typical that the hith- 
erto "republican" police officers of Sever- 
ing have openly declared their, solidarity 
with a major who has been brought up 
on charges because of antl-republlcan 
activity (that is, by the way, a contri- 
bution to the reformist practice of the 
"peaceful acquisition of the state ap- 
paratus"). We are intentionally quot- 
ing only such examples aB have to do 
with the camp of the formerly democratic 
bourgeoisie. As to the direct and stormy 
growth of the National "Socialists", 
enough has already been said to make 
thjngs clear to everybody. 
, The social democrats are supporting 
with suicidal steadfastness the emer- 



comrades, which are inspired by a sin- 
cere and deep effort to find the straight- 
eS; way to the social liberation of the 
proletariat. 

Osvobojdenie is not publishing any pro- 
rocatory articles as the political prison- 
ers at the Phlloppopel penitentiary claim. 
(See the Echo, No. 227). 

The tragedy of Phlloppopel Prison 
must arouse the conscience of the pro- 
letariat so that the Stalinist action will 
one day be forced to cease Identifying it- 
self with the proletariat and to realise 
that highest law which rules the normal 
development of the proletarian* struggle 
Is the principle of Inner-party democracy 
which allows for the broadest and most 
fruitful development of the idea of the 
freedom of the proletariat. In the name 
of this Inner-party democracy, the pol- 
itical prisoners of the Left Opposition 
of .the Phlloppopel penitentiary, have 
brought their first sacrifices. Let us 
hope tha; these will be the last sacri- 
fices, and that the. opponents will once 
more be united fraternally before the 



for this by respecting the views of your common class enemy. 



gency decree policy of Bruening which 
clears the road economically and pol- 
itically for Fascism. On the other hand, 
the dissatisfaction in the ranks of their 
proletarian following, whose wages or 
unemployment dole are constantly being 
cut and who watch the continual growth 
of Fascism with great misgivings, Is 
also very great. An expression of this 
dissatisfaction can be found in the enor- 
mous election losses of the S. I*. G. and 
all the lesser elections of recent months 
(about 25 per cent). Unfortunately, we 
must however admit that the C. P. G. 
instead of gaining more and more ot 
these S. P. G. votes gets less and less 
of them and that a continually growing 
section is becoming altogether- indiffer- 
ent An expression of dissatlsf acton was 
also the expulsion of the opposition and 
the creation of the centrist S. A. P. D. 
(Socialist Labor Party), through which 
the leadership of the Socialist Party 
hoped to attain peace. They succeeded ( 
to be sure, in repelling the organized 
opposition but the spontaneous dissatis- 
faction in the ,':. P. G. a:id ti-.i> trade 
unions has not ceased to continue to 
grow. The S. P. G. is still seized with 
disintegration. 

An expression of the pressure of the 
membership for struggle, for action, was 
the united front proposal of Breltscheid, 
which the C. P. G. answered with the 
•'genial" slogan "the S. P. G. Is the 
main enemy". (This wisdom coincides 
with another, to wit, "there is no dif- 
ference between democracy and Fascism" 
and forms the .main thesis of the "turn : 
article", of Thaelmann which the Mili- 
tant (No. 37.) has dealt with before. It 
is clear that we must declare a sharp 
struggle against this fundamental tend- 
ency as expressed by the Thaelmann 
article and that we must explain to the 
party membership which is being de- 
ceived by the modest and Incomplete 
criticism which Thaelmann practices on 
the question of the "peoples' revolu- 
tion", on capitulation and individual 
terror-^that it is not a matter of an ac- 
tual turn, in order to drive them for- 
ward. The "self -criticism" of the bur- 
eaucrats must be utilized, but we must 
not permit them to exploit it, we must 
stigmatize their half measures and their 
doublefacedness). This tactic, naturally, 
aided the Breltscheid s who have created 
a combine of all republican organizations 
after "convincing" their followers that 
a united front with the Communists is 
impossible. This combine, which they 
boastfully dub "the iron front" will, to 
be sure, accomplish very little insofar as 
the Fascists are concerned, but it will 
contribute, a great deal to the paralyza- 
tion of the proletarian forces! 

Since it Is impossible for the S. P. G. 
to change its policy of betrayal, it has 
to attempt, by ,mecns ot personal changes 
in the leadership, to create among its 
membership the illusion of a change in 
direction. These personal changes are 
also signs of the internal crisis. And 
the fact that the leader of the Reichs 
Banner, the infamous and notorious 
Hoersing has been deposed, is only a 
sign of how deep-going the crisis is. 

While the membership turns to the 
Left, the leaders (Severing, Heilmann) 
are travelling ever more openly toward 
the Right and it is due to the idiotic 
policy of the C. P. G. alone that these 
contradictions do not come more rapidly 
and more openly to a head. The Stalin- 
ist leadership, far from changing Its 
course, has begun, on the contrary, to 
carry on In Germany too, an insidious, 
noisy and filthy struggle against "Trot- 
skyism", especially since it is beginning 
to feel more and more the strong re- 
action, the deep echo to the latest pam- 
phlets by comrade Trotsky in Germany 
on which the entire press was forced to 
comment, and which are being quoted 
everywhere. 

E. BAUEB. 



We, the Left Opposition, are weak. We 
are growing slowly. But we are patient. 
The cadres of the Comintern consist 
either of completely used up, formerly 
revolutionary, elements or of neutral 
hirelings. The Marxist tradition has 
been broken. What is sailing now under 
the flag of Leninism, Is only a mishmash 
of the most heterogeneous elements, cem- 
ented by blunt Stalinist Ignorance. The 
authority of the October revolution has 
become an obstacle to revolutionary dev- 
elopment. That is the dialectic of his- 
tory: reason becomes nonsense. October 
revolution becomes Kaganovltch. Under 
such conditions, how can the Marxist 
tendency be expected to move forward 
at express speed? In order to master 
the international situation, Its turns, 
changes, etc., a certain theoretical level 
is required, or at least, a certain amount 
of political experience. The masses can 
only approve of us. insofar as our views 
withstand the test of events and are 
confirmed by them. Example: Our small 
German organization is making a serious 
step forward precisely because It is hold* 
ing its own in this eventful situation, 
while the Brandlerites are forced into 
bankruptcy. 

Com. St. believes, according to what 
you say, that there are unreliable, con- 
fused and even discrediting Cantonlsts 
among us, especially in Austria. It Is 
true, in Austria there exist, to be sure, 
not four but — ilnsofar as I have been 
informed — two groups who count them- 
selves as members of the Left Opposi- 
tion, bnth of which we are, however, for 
the time being, allowing to take their 
course outside of the framework of our 
orsanization because just now. we lay 
more weight on quality than on numbers. 
Numbers only make up the real mass, 
when the cadres .maintain themselves by 
their quality, that Is, by their ideas, 
and methods. When will the great suc- 
cesses come? That I cannot tell you. 
The Left Radicals remained a small min- 
ority in the German social democracy 
for years. Th,e Zlmmerwald Left con- 
sisted of single comrades from various 
countries, and they were not — as comrade 
St. very well knows— among the best : 
a young Norwegian poet, the confused 
Hoeglund from Sweden, Julius Borch- 
ardt, etc. But the doctrine was solid, 
the orientation firm, the methods cor- 
rect, that Is, appropriate for the epoch. 
And out of this small group, the Third 
International arose. To be sure, through 
the intermediary of the October revolu- 
tion. Great revolutions always consume 
whole generations, and that is just the 
case now. To a certain, but only to a 
certain degree, it is necessary to begin 
anew at present. In this, the most im- 
portant task is to preserve the continu- 
ity of the revolutionary-Marxist, that Is 
— in our epoch, of the Bolshevik idea spd 
to transmit it to the younger generation. 
The confused Cantonlsts. who "discredit" 
us will be hurled aside. One should 
choose one's path according to the funda- 
mental, determining, objective factors 
and not according to the subjective Im- 
pressions of one group or another of 
followers of the revolutionary tendency. 
Bngels once wrote to Bernstein some- 
what along these lines: "We (i. e. Marx 
and Engels, naturally) remained in the 
minority all our life and were quite com- 
fortable at that". I do not mean to say 
by this, that we should make this our 
aim. In my life, It also happened that 
I was among the majority. But all 
those who ocnsfrantly rave about the 
"masses" and the "majority" never ac- 
tually attain it, at least not for revolu- 
tionary ends. The masses are not won 
over by a special mass technique, as 
Brandler and Thalheimer conceive of it 
—In this field,' the trade union fakers are 
sky-high superior to them—, the masses 
are won over in our epoch, full of events 
and crises, only by a clear revolutionary, 
social conception.- 

The further development of the Ger- 
man situation will, be decisive for the in- 
ternational labor movement, and in the 
first instance, for the Comintern. Should 
the German proletariat be victorious — 
this can, only happen by the greatest 
tension of all the creative forces latent 
in it— then the dictatorship of the empty 
and brutal Stalinist bureaucracy will im- 
mediately fall, great ideological strug- 
gles will be solved, the Left Opposition 
will have a fructifying effect on the re- 
novation of the labor movement In Ger- 
many and in the entire world. Should 
the German proletariat be defeated by 
the Fascists, then all will be over with 
the Comintern and possibly also with 
the Soviet Union. For the world pro- 
letariat', that will mean a set-back for 
long years to come. Under these tragic 
conditions, the Left Opposition will take 
over the task of continuing to expand 
the Marxist idea, but certainly no long- 
er within the formal framework of the 
Third International. .We have a long 
run perspective. The' events can acceler- 
ate our development, even give it a 
feverish pace. All the better! We are, 
however, also prepared, to carry on pro- 
pagandistic and educational work for 
long years as "setcarlans", in order to 
prepare the yeast for the future. 

With best Communist regards, 
L. TROTSKY, 
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FATHER COX 

.While unemployment increases dally 
and the suffering and misery accumulates 
to the explosive point tie ,militant move- 
ment ot the workers around the issue 
completely fails- to keep pace : The un 
employment movement shows many sigm 
of regression, or at best marks time 
This Is the price of false and Inadequate 
policies and bankrupt leadership. In the 
face of such a contradiction the way i: 
opened for all kinds of charlatans t( 
get the attention of the hungry masses 
The situation is made to order for them, 
and those who show skill In the work 
of deception have the capitalist press for 
a publicity machine. The most conspic- 
uous and successful of these traffickers 
in hitman misery that has yet appeared 
on the scene is the Catholic priest of 
Pittsburgh, Father Cos. 

■The exploits of this clever sky-pilot 
are crowding the legitimate workers 
movement out of the daily news. While 
this can be attributed, in part, to a more 
or less deliberate policy of the capital- 
ist press, it must be admitted that his 
methods and program have a superficial 
attraction for many workers. He stole 
the thunder of the Communists with his 
"hunger march" to Washington and, 
from all reports, made just as good a 
Showing. He demands "immediate re- 
lief", government appropriations and 
similar measures, winch have a prac- 
tical sound and .make a certain appeal 
to the desperate workers who are stag- 
gering under the heavy blows of the 
crisis. This is indicated hy the attend 
ance of fifty thousand at his Pittsburgh 
mass, meeting. It is not altogether out 
of question that his project for a na 
tlonal convention at St. Louis should 
arouse widespread hopes and attain I 
measure of success. 

One thing is incontestable: The intol 
arable burdens of unemployment are 
arousing millions who can no- longer 
bear them in silence. They are movin 
with irresistible force toward some form 
of expression. Whether it will be a 
fighting program or a compound of re 
rormist and religious illusions, whether 
it will be led by revolutionists or ilem 
agogues— this remains undecided. It is 
not written anywhere that the workers 
in tic first stages of their awakening, 
will take the road of militant struggle 
Neither is it precluded. The policy and 
methods of the party are the deciding 
factor in this question. The conditions 
work in a progressive direction, but the 
leadership fumbles every time anil turns 
the movement back. 

Time is vitally important. Every er- 
ror and every delay increases the danger 
that the course of the movement wiil be 
turned aside. The spectacular successes 
of Father Cox are a sharp warning of 
the reality of this danger. 
ATTACKING THE MARINE 
WORKERS' DEFENSE 

The attack on the Marine Workers' 
Defense Committee in the Daily Worker 
of January 25th is a continuation, under 
a new form, of the policy of the party 
and the I. I.. D. in this case since its 
inception. The attack is shifted from 
the prisoners to their defense committee, 
but at bottom the attitude remains the 
same— treacherous disregard for the fate 
of the prisoners and concern only for the 
factional interests of this corrupt and 
degenerated clique. The attempt to dis- 
rupt :the defense on the very eve of the 
trial is an act of collaboration with tie 
prosecution no less than was the state- 
ment of the Daily Worker on the day 
after the arrest more .than two months 
ago. If the conspiracy to railroad these 
workers is defeated— as we trust it will 
be — it W iii also be a defeat for scoun- 
drels who, in the name of Communism, 
have done and are doing their best to 
deprive the prisoners of the solidarity, 
support and defense that is their due. 
When the Communist workers finally 
call these scavengers to judgment their 
reckless sport with the lives of labor 
prisoners will not be the least count in 
the indictment that will condemn them 
forever. 

When Soderberg, Bunker and Trajer 
were iirst arrested their friends ap- 
pealed to the I. L. D. for aid. This ap- 
peal was rejected; this organization, 
which is maintained by the revolutionary 
workers for such purposes, refused even 
to send a lawyer to visit them in jail, 
to hear their story and to inquire whe- 
ther they were being mistreated. The 
Daily Worker on November ltSh dis- 
avowed the men and denounced them as 
they lay helpless in the hands of .the 
third-degreee torturers. Said the Dally 
Worker on that date: "Soderberg, secre- 
tary of the Tidewater Boatmen's Union, 
whom the capitalist press calls a 'Red'. 
was expelled from the Communist party 
for being a suspicious element and also 
from the Marine Workers' Industrial 
Union for disruptive and anti-workin 
class activities. Trajer, Rellly and 
Bunker were expelled from the Marine 
Workers' Industrial Unoin as bad ele- 
ments." And to this, the Young Worker 
added: "Soderberg is a stool pigeon." 

Now, when the case is already on the 
calendar for trial they come forward and 
offer a "class struggle defense". [What 
kind of. a defense did they offer in the 
days after the arrest when defense was 
deperately needed? Nobody stood in 
their way. The initiative was taken by 
others only because they would do noth- 
ing—nothing but denounce the prisoners 
and leave them to their fate. For this 
reason also the Marine Workers' Defease 
Committee was formed at the request 
of the defendants. The I. L, D. and the 
Party were invited .to participate, to 
send speakers to the mass meeting, to 



help In the organization of a united 
froaj of labor for the defense. All this 
they refused, and the work went on 
without them. Now they come forward 
to protect the prisoners from the '•be- 
trayal" of the defense committee which 
did the necessary work which they re- 
fused to do or help in doing. 

This eleventh hour discovery of the 
merits of the case by .the Daily Worker 
has not occurred without reason. It 
bears testimony to the effective work of 
the defense committee in popularizing 
the Issue and it indicates the pressure 
brought against the bureaucrats by the 
Communist workers who were ashamed 
of the things done in their name. But 
the new approach to the case shows a 
cynical contempt for the intelligence of 
these workers. They will stand for a 
great deal — as the continued existence of 
the Stalinist bureaucracy demonstrates — 
but they have not forgotten the record 
thjs bureaucracy has made in the case 
of the marine workers, and they will 
□ot forget it. 

In order to refresh their memory and 
to put all the issues clearly before the 
workers the defense committee has de- 
cided to issue a statement giving an ac- 
count of its work and policy. This state- 
ment, which will adduce documents and 
facts on every point, will deal another 
blow to the disrupters and thereby 
strengthen the defense of the persecuted 
workers facing trial. 

A PROGRESSIVE TENDENCY 

The draft of a program published by 
the Opposition group of the Proletarian 
Party gives further confirmation of the 
progressive tendency represented by the 
new group. The document leaves a num- 
ber of the most decisive questions unans- 
wered, but in spite of this limitation 
which is easily understandable in a 
group that has only recently taken shape 
— the programmatic statement of the Op- 
position gives a fairly clear impression 
of the nature of the revolt against Pro- 
letarian Party leaders who lived too 
long. In peace. The faction fight — or, 
more correctly, the split — in the Kerach- 
er organization is a fight of revolution- 
ary workers against a sterile and conser- 
vative clique. 

The sections of the program dealing 
wtih unemployment and the trade union 
question show the strong sides of the 
opppsition as compared with the Kerach- 
er official faction. On both these points, 
so vitally connected with the daily work 
in the class struggle, the opposition 
group shows the impulse to break out 
of the sectarian passivity, garnished 
with high-sounding pseudo-Marxist talk, 
which has characterized the Proletarian 
Party from the. beginning. The pro- 
gressive and revolutoinary tendency of 
the opposition in this regard is undubit- 
able. 

It .mus*t be noted however that this char- 
acterization applies mainly to its program 
on these points as compared to the of- 
ficial policy and practice. The formula 
tions of the opposition are by no means 
adequate, and they are lacking somewhat 
in theoretical motivation. From this 
the danger caa arise of an uncritical 
plunge into "mass work" for its own 
sake and the ending of the whole move- 
ment in a swamp. If this is defended as 
a necessary reaction to the "pure theory" 
of the Keracher group, it must be remem- 
bered that it was not the preoccupation 
of the Proletarian Party with theoreti- 
cal questions, but the shallowness and 
falsity of its .thoeries, that determined 
its isolation and its futility. 

The paramount problem of the Amer- 
ican labor ,movement — the prerequisite 
for its development on the revolutionary 
path in the next period — Is the consolida- 
tion of a firm cadre of political vanguard 
fighters, that is, of revolutionary Marx- 
ist^. In this task the clarification of 
theory takes first place. The specific 
weight of even a small group, of this 
character will be far greater, and its 
influence on events in a rising wave of 
class struggles incomparable more deci- 
sive t than a hundred amorphous "mass 
movements" which leave aside the fun- 
damental .problems for future considera- 
tion. 

The formation of the cadres of the 
vanguard need not be contrasted to the 
mass movements, but their formation is 
the condition for the revolutionary effec- 
tiveness of the latter. If the opposition 
group of the Proletarian Party sees the 
thing this way its revolt against the dead 
routine of Keracherism can become the 
starting point for an important contri- 
bution to the Communist movement. We 
hope for a fruitful collaboration with 
6hem on this line. The best way t# be- 
gin this collaboration is to conduct a 
frank discussion of all the important 
questions. J- P- C. 
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(Continued from page 1) 
which will surely be amplified and eon- 
firmed by later information. 

"Law for Defense of Republic" 

The republican-socialist coalition which 
took over the government with such 
elabor< le promises for the welfare of 
the masses and took such deliberate 
paius to proclaim Spain a "democratic 
republic of the workers", has not fail- 
ed to reveal in action its brutally anti- 
labor character. Not only has ij not 
succeeded in solving a single one of tie 
problems posed by the democratic rev- 
olution, but it has steadily instituted 
regulafSons and procedures whieh have 
steadily increased '.(he discontentment of 
'the warkersi The £obal point o( trie 
rift between the masses and the ruling 
class it has brought to opwer has be- 
come, to a great extern, the infamous 
"law for the defense of the republic" 
and the existence of the aqually infam- 
ous "Guardia Civil" which is maintain- 
ed to enforce the Draconian measures 
of the law. 

Before the adorf ion of the law, and 
now "legally" under the law, hundreds 
upon hundreds of active .militants have 
been arbitrarily arrested and detained 
without trial or indictment. The sys- 
tem of "de.enciones gubernntivos" (arbi- 
trary governmental detention), institut- 
ed by Primo de Rivera, has been carried 
over under the Republic. Characteristi- 
cally, under tlie dictatorship this vicious 
system was declaimed against by such 
present-day authorities as Azana, Prieto, 
Marcellno Domingo: one of its most 
ardent opponents under Primo was Gal- 
araa, who today perpetuates it just as 
ardently in the capacity of Director Gen- 
eral of Security in Madrid. Just as un- 
der Primo and Berenguer, working class 
papers are now administratively sup- 
pressed by the minister of .the interior 
or his represert stives. Frente Unico 
and Mundo Obrero, organs of the Com- 
munist party, have been suppressed or 
harrassed. In Catalonia, tine civil gov- 
ernor, Anguerra de Sojo, completely sup- 
pressed the weekly paper of '.he Left 
Opposition, EI Soviet. The powerful 
daily paper of-the C. N. T., Solidaridad 
Obrera, has been seized " regularly, parti- 
'cularly since it passed into the hands 
of the anarchists 

Trade union and political centers of 
all so?s have been closed by the auth- 
orities in the most high-lianded manner. 
Just in the short period of the writer's 
visit to Spain, the press reported the 
shutfing down of the C. N. T. (anarcho- 
syndicalist) unions in Cadiz ; the i'leg- 
alization of the anarchist-controlled 
railroad workers* union in Malaga ; the 
outlawry of the autonomous building 
trades union in Bilbao, led by the Com- 
munist pa*V and the Left Opposition; 
and — with 'the tacit consent of the 
three socialist leaders who are in tee 
coalition cabinet! — the closing up of U. 
G. T. (sodalst unions) and even Social- 
t$1 party centers in ffeeir stronghold, 
Bstremadura. 

In one strike after another, the gov- 
ernment—the Madrid center as well as 
the Catalonian Generality, has interven- 
ed openly on Kile side of .the employers. 
The Civil Guard, eordially despised and 
hatedb virtually the entire population, 
has been used time and again to crush 
strikes, to beat up demonstrators, and 
even VX» fire- point-blank into workers' 
meetings. All these measures and acts 
are now elevated to the plane of con- 
•tsitutional law by the new "law for the 
defense of the republic",, voted by reac- 
tionaries, socialists and even Macia ad- 
herents, which puts more arbitrary and 
dictatorial power into the hands of the 
minister of the interior than Primo ever 
presumed to 'lake! All this by the grace 
of the socialist ministers and with their 
benediction. 

The Amedo Massacre 

The flames of resentment in .the ranks 
of the working class, which were reduced 
to a smoldering for a while back, now 
seem \!o have flared up again. From 
what can be gathered by reading the 
most recent periodicals, the recent strike 
outbreaks were precipitated by a horri- 
ble massacre of workers in Arnedo, pro- 
vince of Vixcaya. Right into a crowd 
of defenseless workers came *he rifle 
fire of the Guardia Civil, with the result 
that besides the many wounded, there 
is now a toll of ten dead men, women 
and children, among Mie latter a fifteen 
years old boy. 

Througholut the country it appears 
that this was the final straw. 

The accumulated hatred of the Civil 
Guard, which symbolizes oppression, ar- 
b5 rariness and police brutality to the 
Spanish workers and peasants, spilled 
over in all parts of the country. In one 
section after another, general strikes of 
protest against the Arnedo butchery were 
called some for 24 hours some for two 
days, some for an "indefinite period" : 
In San Sebastian, later throughout Viz 
caya, and, as recent press dispatches In- 
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didte, throughout Andalusia and Catal- 
onia. Everywhere, "the popular demand 
was raised for the dissolution of the 
Civil Guard.The republicans and social- 
ists in power, cavalierly oblivous of 
their solemn promises before the fall 
of the monarchy to abolish the black- 
hatted bandits of the Guard, promptly 
proceeded tb send comrades of the same 
Guards to suppress the strikes with all 
the ferocity for which they are ontorious. 

Despite tlie militancy of the strike 
movement, which sporadically and spon- 
taneously went so far as to take over 
control of local municipalities, it is clear 
from even the meager press reports that 
it has been driven back by the concen- 
geoisie. And. with the present state of 
the movement; nothing else <_ouldd be ex- 
pected. 

The fatal weakness of hte movement 
is its leadership and outlook. Practic- 
ally everywhere, it is under the domina- 
tion of the C. N. T. leaders, either of the 
"pure" syndicalist brand or of the 
"pure" anarchist brand. Practically ev- 
erywhere, the actions are consequently 
preripitated without genuine preparation, 
with the vaguest, least practical, most 
"idealistic" aims, without national co- 
ordination, without foresight as to the 
results or the mean provided for re- 
si-sting an agile, mobile, well-directed 
and centralized bourgeoisie and its ap- 
paratus of suppression. The inevitable 
result is that the anarcho-syndicalists, 
contempt for the state, are completely 
discomfited and checkmated when the 
"social myth" of the state tiwns up 
at every corner and confronts the hero- 
ically confused workers with serried 
ranks of trained Civil Guards bayonets 
fixed and rifles levelled. 

The concern which every revolution- 
ist must feel over these events is over 
the fact that the petty-bourgeois ignor- 
ance and prejudices of the anarcho-syn- 
dicalist leaders resulted in dress parades 
of an unprepared and undirected work- 
ing class against a thoroughly fortified 
bourgeoisie, unnecessarily exhausting the 
forces of the workers', feeding them 
slowly in futile skirmishes, preaching 
the superiority of primitive guerrilla 
warfare when only the strategy of cenl 
tralized war is applicable, practising 
the theory of sporadic advances and dis- 
organized retreats under the fatally er- 
roneous impression that it is the bour- 
geoisie which will thereby be weakened: 
The continued precipitation of prema- 
ture and unprospective mosquito attacks, 
accomplished by taking unwise advantage 
of the just resentment and militancy of 
the masses, means that the anarcho-syn- 
dicalisftj are stretching out Spain's 
"July days" into weeks and perhaps 
months.lt constitutes a terrific threat to 
the real progress of the Spanish prole- 
tarian movement. 

The other side of this situation is the 
"blnnnersin permanence" of the Spanish 
Communist Party. We have often point- 
ed out th* veritable crimes ayainst the 
revolution which the Stalinist bureau- 
crats have committed in tlie Spanish 
situation. Each acute situation only 
reveals this horrible fact more glaringly. 



In K. C. Opposition 

Our first open forum held Monday, 
January 18 marked a real success for the 
Kansas City Left Opposition and speaks 
well for our future work. About sixty 
workers, among whom were a dozen or 
so party members, participated in a very 
lively and interesting meeting on "Why 
Trotsky was Deported from Russia". 
The speaker, George Clarke, elaborated 
on the basic difference between the Left 
Opposition and the Stalinists ; told of the 
ruinous consequences of the centrist 
zigzag in the Soviet Union and de- 
scribed the fatal disasters in the Inter- 
national resultant from the non Marxian 
theory of "socialism in one country". 

The talk- was well received by the 
audience. During the question period 
the party members were quick to seize 
the opportunity for questions and discus- 
sion. But as usual most of the time of 
their discussion was occupied with eas- 
ily refutable slanders. The only half- 
way serious arguments were old ones, 
viz: "Trotsky wants to rob the peasan- 
try" and "Neither Stalin nor Kalinin 
could be centrists since they had been 
in jail and Siberia for their activities" 
To these the speaker's replies appeared 
to satisfy most of the listeners. 
• ♦ • * 

On Sunday, January 17. at the Negro 
Progressive Club, comrade Clarke spoke 
to an audience of approximately 100 
Negro workers on the "Economic crisis. 
Communism and the Negro". The re- 
marks on this subject seemed to have 
struck a sympathetic chord among the 
Negroes gathered, for the hall fairly rang 
with applause at the conclusion of his 
speech. This is the second Negro meet- 
ing in Kansas City in which the Left 
Opposition has explained the, revolution- 
ary idea. We hope to continue propa- 
gandizing Communist theory and practice 
among the black workers of Kansas City. 

— C. 



The light-hearted gambling with the pro- 
leras of the movement, ignorance and 
Ineptness, the stage juggling with the 
burning trade union question which re- 
sults in the absence of any deceive Com- 
munist influence in the powerful C. N. 
T.— or the U G T, for that matter — 
has made it possible for the anarcho- 
syndicalists to debilitate the worikug 
class without encountering effective re- 
sistance from the Communist foreea in 
the principal mass organizations. So 
much invaluable, irretrievable time has 
been lost by the antics of Stalinism! So 
much more time threatens to be lost un- 
less a turn is made! 

The pitiful attempts of the Stalinist 
press to cover up the bankruptcy of 
Bullejos, Adame, Trilla and Co. in 
Spain, deserve a word. Taken complete- 
ly unawares, the Daily Worker clamored 
for days about "eight towns" having 
"declared the establishment of a Soviet 
Republic" • Such abymsal ignorance 
about "establishing Soviet Republics" Is 
to be expected from the bourgeois press 
. . . and from Stalinist dunderheads. Then 
we learn that "the workers Of Spain are 
turning in masses to the revolutionary 
leadership of the Communist party" 



(D. W., 1-23-32). Unfortunately, this 
big mouthful is miles distant from the 
truth, if only for the reason that these 
same journal 1st -manufacturers and their 
Spanish colleagues have done everything 
they could to keep the masses from the 
Communist party. 

The Daily Worker is not alone. The 
current issue of the Workers Age, which 
contains an outraged article by Gitlow 
against the bluffs and exaggerations of 
the Daily Worker, does an elaborate 
piece of bluffing on its own hok. It in- 
forms us of the "wide-i-qpread revolu- 
tionary npi'ishig under the leadership of 
the Catalonian Communist Federeation 
(the Right wing group of Mnurin and 
Co.) and the syndicalist unions". That 
the syndicalist unions are leading the 
movement is undoubtedly true, but no 
more. The story about the leadership of 
Maurin and Co. is nothing but bluff, pure 
and simple, manufactured entirely out 
of a typewriter and a piece of paper. 

The revolution in Spain is still on the 
order of the day. It is only necessary 
t& understand the dangers it faces, and 
to overcome them in a serious, Marxian 
manner. 

— MAX SHACHTMAN. 
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Lasalle. By Arno Schirokauer. Trans- 
lated by Eden and Cedar PauL The Cen- 
tury Co, 

Of all the figures in the labor move- 
ment since the beginning of the era of 
scientific socialism, none stands out so 
romantically and haughtily as does the 
figure of Ferdinand Lassalle. He has 
not only been biographed by so eminest 
a critic as Georg Brandes; but he was 
even been transplanted into the fictional 
pages of no less a novelist than the 
great Victorian, George Meredith, who 
painted Lassalle with the cellophane 
coating of fiction around him as Aivan, 
the Jewish firebrand and reformer, in 
his novel "The Tragic Comedians." And 
as a "tragic comedian" he has been ad- 
mired and parlor-gamed over by ever so 
many well meaning intellectuals, liber- 
als and romantic socialists. 

That he should have been taken up by 
bourgeois intellectuals of his time and 
after is hardly to be marvelled at. Con- 
sider a boy born of Jewish parents — 
with decided Semitic featurCs^-rising to 
the point of confounding the aristocracy, 
and what's more, the rising bourgeoisie 
(whom he evidently ha^ed more) up to 
the great Bismarck, himself. With in- 
genuious argumentation that resembled 
more the haggling of some ancient Tal- 
mudists than the Dialectics of anybody, 
he stands up In court and defends the 
notorious Countess Hatfeld. A defense 
which lasts well on to a decade and cul- 
minates In making him the darling of 
the 'haute monde" 

The turbulent days of '48 find in Las- 
salle a noisy and forceful, it at times, 
illogical leader. He electrifies with his 
speeches. He crushes with his denun- 
ciations. He even writes a book and a 
pretentious drama in blank verse. The 
.book is on the Greek philosopher, Hera- 
clitis and it Is written not so much to 
enlighten anybody as to lay a philosophic 
background for his aggregious behavior. 
Nothing is too much for him. He is the 
eagle. (He says so, himself). All the 
time he is making love to one woman 
or another. Love and action are in- 
scribed in letters of fire on his spiritual 
coat-of-arms. He is as tielpless without 
the one as the other. And so the draft 
caused by his running from the political 
scene to the bed-room never ceases un- 
til the bullet from a pistol shot in a 
duel over his lady-love, the comely Helen 
von Donneges, (would lie have loved 
her a week hence?) lays him low. 

■Now in the sense that the book deals 
with these situations which are by now 
a legend in the ranks of the radical in- 
telligentsia, it is a better book than any 
that has gone before. Certainly the 
Donneges affair which has been made 
so much of by other commentators has 
here been minimized to its proper pro- 
portions. The book in general Is writ- 
ten with a gusty savor that somehow 
does manage to recapture the personal- 
ity that was Lassalle. The style is 
rapid — hectic— and in keeping with its 
subject. So much for the formal as- 
pects. 

But the social democratic bias from 
which the author writes can never for 
a moment be mistaken. With all the 
painful efforts to be objective the bias 
stands out like a pair of bow-legs in a 
Ziegfeld chorus. The Marx-Lassalle dis- 
agreements are explained from the per- 
sonal point of view. To a bourgeois in- 
tellectual or social democrat, a dis- 
agreement between two people of differ- 
ent political opinions is always person- 
al. If Man differs with Bakuntn and 
Lassalle, it Is placed directly to per- 
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sonal jealousy, by these gentry, or to 
some disease. If Lenin differs with 
Pletfhanov and Martov — he is jealous. 
If Trotsky disagrees with Stalin— it's 
a personal issue for power. These crea- 
tures see everything through the re- 
fraction mirrw of their own petty-bour- 
geois souls. And so Marx's and Engels' 
dislike and distrust of Lassalle is placed 
right at the door of personal jealousy. 
It need not of course be stressed here 
that the political differences between 
Marx and Lassalle are barely skimmed 
over or entirely neglected. Marx's crit- 
icism of Lassalle's Gotha Program is 
not even mentioned. But then, what can 
you expect of a social democrat, and 
a social democratic intellectual, at that ! 

One more point In the conluding re- 
marks of his biography, Mr. Schirokauer 
gives himself over to reflecting upon '.(he 
career of a man wlio not only died once 
but three times. Lassalle is dead. His 
workt are dead. His (?) International 
(the first) is dead. But our biographer 
sees a faint light a^gleaming. He argues 
thus: The chief bone of contention be- 
tween Marx and Lassalle was the mat- 
ter of National vs. International Social- 
Ism. To put It in modern terms, between 
Socialism -in-one-country and the Per- 
manent Revolution. Now the spirit of 
Lassalle, the spirt of the first Interna- 
tional (a good nternational is a dead 
International nowadays) is coming up 
over the horizon. For have we not got 
Socialism In one country in Russia? And 
are we not instituting a variation of 
National Socialism right here in Ger- 
many, now .' 

Thus we And, at last, another fore- 
runner of Stalin and Stalinism. Action 
—no matter how wrong so long as you're 
doing something; as agaiftst action 
through theory when the opportune mo- 
ment arrives. 

— M. GTN. 



A Communication 

We have received the following 
statement for publication. It is of 
especial interest because it expresses 
a growing resentment among class 
conscious workers against the habit of 
(making the defense of class war pris- 
oners a factional football, whether 
this be done by the Stalinists, or as 
in this case, by the I. W. ,W.— Ed.) 

New York, N. Y. 
January 15, 1932 
The Militant 
84 Bast 10th St., 
New York City 
Comrades : 

The following is a resolution unani- 
mously passed at our last meeting: 

"At our Special Meeting held on Jan. 
15th, 11)32, at Aristocrat Hall, 69 St, 
Marks Place, our Delegates reported 
about the Conference for the Defense of 
tihe Kentucky Miners, called by the Gen- 
eral Defense Committeee held on Jan. 
8th, 1932 at Labor Temple, 14th St., and 
Second Ave., New York, N. Y. 

"We endorse the stand taken by our 
delegates to Invite all other Labor or- 
ganizations, regardless of their political 
beliefs, to join in the defense of the 
Kentucky Miners as well as of all pol- 
itical prisoners. We believe— -as our 
delegates, — that in order to make the 
struggle really effective, labor must un- 
ite all its forces In the struglge against 
the oppression by the ruling class. 

We express our hope that the Con- 
ference for the Kentucky Miners Defense 
will make an honest attempt in that 
direction" 

W^ hope that you will give publicity 
to this resolution. 

Fraternally yours, 
Secretary (Signed) 
Blelotzerkover Br. 417, W. C. 
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The Railroad Wage Cut 



From the protracted negotiations lor 
a new railway wage agreement, the mil- 
lionaire magnates have emerged victor- 
ious. But that they accomplished only 
by the cunning servility of those with 
whom tbey negotiated — the union lead- 
ers. These rogues accepted the 10 per 
cent wage-cut while the 1,500,000 rail- 
road workers were not consulted. 

It would be difficult to expect any other 
outcome in view of what happened since 
the negotiations assembled several hun- 
dred local union chairmen In the Chic- 
ago conferences. According to one 
chairman who was present, only speak- 
ers designated by the official union hier- 
archy could obtain the floor. The stand- 
ing refrain repeated by these worthies 
early and late was the one: "You will 
Jiave to.accept a wage cut." That spell- 
ed defeat in advance. 

The New York Times says, in com- 
menting editorially upon the great good 
which Is to accrue — not to the workers 
—but to business in general, to the life 
insurai»ce companies and to the banks 
which have more than $4,500,000,000 in- 
vested in railway issues : "Union leader- 
ship has sacrificed an immediate ad- 
vantage In order to obtain a larger ob- 
jective." No, the leaders sacrificed noth- 
ing, not even their honor for such they 
never had as long as they occupied their 
official positions. The sacrifice is all on 
the part of the workers. To them it 
will mean a lower standard below the 
J2.88 per day which is now reported to 
be the average earning of all railroad 
worker^, counting both employed amtf 
unemployed. The railroad owners on the 
other hand will receive an additional 
plum of $215,000,000 to further line their 
pockets during the coming year, during 
which this reduction is ot remain in ef- 
fect. These servile, cringing union oftt- 
cals served them well Indeed. 

The railroad magnates could easily 
give glib promises of ' reciprocity" to the 
demand for the socalled employment 
stabilization advanced by the union of- 
ficials. This promise is just as meaning- 
less as the manner iu which the demand 
was proposed was futile. The promise 
offers only to endeavor to increase em- 
ployment whenever practicable. And, of 
course, with the magnates now pleading 
inability to meet the payroll because of 
diminishing returns, this will never be 
practicable. But after all. as far as the 
union leaders are concerned they never 
intended their proposed "stabilization" 
schemes to he taken seriously. For 
them it served ouly as a smoke "screen 
to hide their failure to heed the need 
of fighting workers— namely to secure 
the six hour day. A serious fight for 
.-his proposal would at least have served 
as a warning upon the railroad magnates 
that the workers are deeply concerned 
about finding some means of alevlating 
the ravages of unemployment and heavy 
lay-offs due to the advance of labor 
saving machine teehnle. 

The railroad companies won this 
skirmish ; but their real objective is a 
far greater one. They have now begun 
definitely to come to grips with the rail- 
road unions and they will be certain to 
lose no opportunity to continue in pur- 
suit of their objective to impose more 
wage cuts, to gradually undermine the 
position of the unions In preparation for 
their final destruction— if possible. This 
present wage cat was imposed even with- 
out the employers having to stop to util- 
ize the rlgamaroies of the arbitration 
machinery provided by the railway labor 
act. If it. had been the case of a wage 
increase the workers would surely have 
been at least compellede first to run the 
whole gamut of this complicated mach- 
inery. But that Is what H' is for. To 
function as a brake upon the workers; 
to be at the service ot the employers and 
to be entirely set aside Or ignored when 
the employers feel themselves sufficiently 
strong to do so. 

To the workers one important lesson 
should remain in respect to this phase 



of tUe matter. There should never again 
be any reliance placed upon arbitration 
machineries or proceedings. The work- 
ers can obtain only what they can ac- 
tually take; what their position of or- 
ganized strength will force the employers 
lo give into. 

What were the heavy compelling argu 
merits which the railroad magnates mar- 
shalled to convince all and sundry? It 
was primarily their plea of inability to 
maintain earnings in face of the heavy 
competition from bus passenger trans- 
portation and from freight haulage by 
trucking. It is very true that uew mod- 
ern, and in many respects more com- 
petitive means of transportation) Is to a 
large extent supereeedlng railroad ser- 
vice. But this does not in. the least 
superceede the dividends collected by the 
investors in railroad securities because 
it is the same bondholders In each case. 
As a mutter of fact the existing bus 
lines are practically all owned by the 
railroad com panes, as lor example the 
Greyhound owned by the Peuusylvana 
lt&llroad, the Union. Pacific system and 
the Chicago and Northwestern, having 
their net of bus lines In the Western 
territory and tw forth. The truck haul- 
ing is also rupraly being gobbled up by 
the roads. 



The railroad owners thus clip the 
cupons and pocket the profits from prac- 
tically all of these means of transporta- 
tion. But for the railroad workers the 
situation la an entirely different one. 
They have been hit, in addition to the 
wage cut, with Wavy unemployment, 
aud lay-offs to the extent of about 700.- 
000 being eliminated during the last de- 
cade. Many more are on a part time 
working basis. Their exclusive craft 
position in the higher, brackets is entire- 



ly gone. They face an entirely new per- 
spective for the future. 

A Class Approach Necessary 

The railroad workers are being reduc- 
ed from their exclusive craft position. 
They are now in a more direct sense on 
an actual class level. Their problems are 
ever more becoming bound up with that 
of their class. Only an approach, no 
longer from the exclusive craft position, 
but from a class position can hope to 
begin to approximate a solution. In this 
sense there is a gigantic change In per- 
spective. 

It means new and enormous tasks for 
their unions and to this we will again 
return In a future Issue. One may say 
there Is some slight ray of hope for 
future prospects, in the fact that in these 
recent negotiations representatives of all 
of the unions were brought together 
and acted together despite the fact of 
the sell-out by the officials. These latter 
are, of course, not only still wrapped up 
In the exclusive craft position of the 
past, but as much as ever functioning 
purely and simply ns agent* of capital- 
ism within the ranks of labor. Hence 
In any consideration by the railroad 
workers of future problems one thing 
at least remains axiomatic. A struggle 
for conditions, a struggle to maintain or 
to improve their standard of living, can 
be carried on only hand In hand with 
the most determined struggle against 
all traces of domination by these capi- 
talist agents. 

The capitalist offensive against the 
working class is still in full blast all 
along the line. It calls for the most 
determined resistance. Meak submission 
will only bring new and more ferocleus 
attneks. The railroad workers have an 
organization, divided and split up along 
craft lines, repeatedly betrayed by their 
leaders, but nevertheless a powerful or- 
gnnlzntlon if brought into action. It is 
certainly Incumbent upon the railroad 
wrokers to endeavor to lead In this re- 
sistance. But this requires a*, fighting 
program. 



New Developments in Far East 

Western Imperialists Register Protests as Japs Hold on to Booty 



While Japanese warships are continu- 
ing to bombard Shanghai, at the same 
time hanging martial luw over Nanking 
mid laying waste the Chinese Woosung 
fortresses at'; he mouth of the Whangpoo 
River, the imperialist government at 
Tokio is tenaciously clinging to every 
Inch of ground it has seized since the 
start of the Manchurian adventure. 

The brigand powers of the West have 
qu£e naturally become alarmed over the 
enormous advantages gained by their 
Eastern rlalv during the last few months. 
Under the sanctimonious mask of the 
Pact of Parts— the United States, of 
course, leading — four powers drafted a 
"fceace formula" pretending '.o have the 
interests of pacifism at heart, but whose 
sole aim was fo create a check to the 
successful robber activities of the Nip- 
ponese competitor. . 

Was it aV all strange that Toklo re- 
fused to accept the now famouB "Point 
5" in the peace formula— "to settle all 
outstanding controversies between the 
two nations"? t'- was, as a matter of 
fact, to he 1 expected. Japan considers 
the "outstanding controversy" In Man- 
churia settled. And Tokio said as much, 
slyly offering a "satisfactory" apology 
for the Ohamberlin incident, replacing 
the naval command at Shanghai with 
the more acceptable Admiral Nomura and 
deftly withdrawing her troops from the 
U. a. "Marine Zone". Interference with 
her already well established conquests, 
she will not, however, tolerate. 

With the exception of a few ultra- 
Jingolst papers, notably the Hearst 
press. American "public opinion" Is hard- 



- STATEMENT OF THE MARINE WORKERS DEFENSE - 



The case of Soderberg' Bunker and 
Trajer. the marine workers Indicted in 
the New York "dynamite plot", is on 
the calendar for trial and the whole con- 
spiracy will soon be unfolded before tbe 
court' At this moment of deepest peril 
for the indicted workers, when the ques- 
tion of their liberty or imprisonment is 
about to be decided for many years -:o 
come, the defense commtlee, which was 
formed at their request and which has 
conducted the struggle from the begin- 
ning) In their behalf, turns again to '.he 
working class with an appeal for solid- 
arity and support,' 

All the work of the committee has 
been carried on under the slogan of un- 
ity and solidarity, for we have been con- 
vinced tha.f. the united support of the 
workers Is the best defense of the men 
on trial and the strongest safeguard 



essary means of defense. From this 
point of view, a chronological statement 
of the facts of the case Is herewith sub- 
mitted. This hare statement of the case 
aa It really stands will suffice to enable 
the honest workers of all camps to judge 
the disrupters and call them to order. 

THE WORK OF THE 
DEFENSE COMMITTEE 

The first and mod important answer 
to the accusations against the Marine 
Workers Defense Committee is the re- 
jcord of its work. Coming together for 
the defense of persec*ed workers, who 
were deserted and without any other 
means of defense, the committee succeed- 
ed In securing able counsel to look after 



ly inclined to kindle the war spirit 
against the imperialism of tbe Eos'. Just 
yet. The present line-up of the powers 
Is hardly a stable one. France, of late 
one of the Instigaters of the Japanese 
adventure. Great Britain, the traditional 
ally of Japan, are hardly to be counted 
oil Their interests are not at one with 
those of Wall Street. But F.ngland 
does need the aid of American finance 
for !he time being. That explains her 
role as mediator in the present tension. 

A flare-up in the current Far Eastern 
tangle Is not excluded. But the relation- 
ship of forces we are witnessing now, will 
have to go through a rather sharp trans- 
formation, before matters come to a head. 

In the meantime, the outcome of the 
class conflict in Germany remains, as be- 
fore, of decisive importance to all turns 
of world poH Ics. And it Is interesting 
but sad to note that this determining 
factor is left altogether out of sight by 
the official Communist press, which in- 
stead, Indulges In all sol* s of tortuous 
acrobatics around ihose poor "growing 
contradictions", which they are unable 
to understand. 

The 17th Conference of the Commun- 



ist Party of the Soviet Union is meet- 
ing in Moscow. There was a time when 
he ( Communlst Party of the Soviet Un- 
ion justified its leading position in the 
Communist International by far more 
than the fact that it possesses state 
power. That was in (he Leninist period, 
when it was the veritable leader of the 
world proletariat. 

Today, when the flames of social con- 
flagration are spreading from West to 
East and from East to -West, the 9 alin- 
Ized C. P. S. U. has nothing more to 
offer the international working class at 
a Conference — than the latest figures on 
the Fixe Year Plan. (To which we 
shall yri come back) ! The oppressed and 
plundered masses of China, the starved 
and restless proletariat of Germany, are 
waiting for a word from the Soviets, 
from the land of tight. Stalin has noth- 
ing to say to them. 

The : oilers of the world will not for- 
get this. The workers will begin to de- 
maud an accounting. It Is to take care 
of this task that the International Left 
Opposition under .he Leadership of Leon 
Trotsky Is preparing Itself. 

—SAM GORDON. 



Reconstruction Finance Commission* Ruse 



the legal interests of [ he defendants; it 
brought the case to the attention of the 
labor movement through systematic pub- 
Ik' 1 y work, distribution ot leaflets, 
speakers before organizations aud a pub- 
lic muss meeting' It succeeded in un- 
iting in a common fight, organizations 
and groups of conflicting tendenles and 
views on a broader basis than has been 
seen for many years. 

In harmony win the wishes of the de- 
fendants, i, he committee dedicated it- 
self from the very beginning to the prin- 
ciple of the united front of labor against 
tlie frame-up system' On that basis it 
Invited every important labor organiza- 

(Conttnued on page 4) 




By April 1, .an important addition to 
ft Opposition pr 
■J make its appearance. Tha. 



atsatnst another frame-up tragedy. For . 

the same,reason the commitee, which is, «» Left Opposition press ta America will 

comprised of delegates representing var 



tons organizations and many diverse 
views, has refrained from all controversy 
and has endeavored to concentrate atten- 
tion on the single Issue of .he defense 
of persecuted workers in the court of 
the class enemy. 

Through no fault of design of the 
committee the whole public discussion of 
the case has not been maintained on ''.his 
level' Attempts have been made to dis- 
rupt the defense movement on the eve 
of the trial by the international. Labor 
Defense. These attempts at disruption 
have been furthered by an article in the 
Daily Worker of January 23th. which 
falsifies facts and Jeopardizes the Inv- 
ests of the defendants at the time of 
their greatest need' 

It becomes imperative, therefore, J .o 
reply to these attacks aud bring out the 
truth of the situation win facts and 
documents. An exposure of these disrup- 
tive attempts, as a form of assistance 
to the crosecrfdon' is at present a nec- 



is to be 
the publication of the first issue ot our 
theoretical organ, THE INTERNATION- 
AL COMMUNIST REVIEW. 

Undoubtedly this will be greeted w».h 
genuine enthusiasm by our sympathizers 
and supporters everywhere. 

We have already made some valuable 
additions to the Left Opposition Press. 
The beginning was made wilh the Youth 
organ, the Young Spartacns, next follow- 
ed in rapid succession the Left Opposi- 
tion organ in the Greet language, 
Kommunfstes and the Jewish language 
paper, linger Kamf. These are here lo 
Stay. We can now announce -.he most 
important addition to our coming theor- 
etical organ' With that, our press will 
receive Its necessary rounded character 
and equip us w( h a powerful Instrument 
for the regeneration and rebuilding of 
the Communist movement as orlg'.nally 
conceived and founded by Marx and En- 



gels and again restored by Lenin and 
Trotsky in common with their Bolshe- 
vik co-workers. # 

Never before in the history of \he 
world revolutionary movement, we catt 
say with emphasis, have there been 
such fateful and deep-going problems 
facing it as ju«t now. We are entering 
a truly decisive phase of :he epoch of 
capitalist decline and world revolution. 
The part the Left Opposition must play 
is extremely important. 

But this effort to more fully equip 
ourselves for the task imposes a very 
serious duty upon us. Before us yet re- 
mains the Job of building he Left Op- 
postton press into the powerful and ef- 
fective Instrument It should be. Our 
platform is unassailable, but it must be 
translated Into reality. The first step 
is to further build our press. However, 
we condition tbe appearance of our theor- 
etical organ on the date set upon the 
Biippo* to ge given by our comrades and 
sympathisers" We expect yon to help 
build the Left Opposition Press! 



The «Uprising» of Nov.7 - by L.Trotsky 



In the campaign now being conducted 
with Increased vigor againsV. the Left 
Opposition, a considerable place is de- 
voted to the question of the uprising of 
November 7, 1927* In his "historic" ar- 
:4cie' Stalin places this "uprising" In the 
foremost position as the main evidence 
in favor of the policy of reprisals against 
the Bolshevik-Leninists. When the best 
revolutionaries are subjeo <ed to the most 
frightful Injuries and to acts of violence 
in the solidarity of Verhchne-L'ralsk: 
when they are forced to resort to hun- 
ger a. rikes iu order to defend their most 
elementary haman rights : when ihey are 
being fired upon without warning: when 
Bakovsky and hundreds of others crowd 
the places of deportation ; when the ver- 



i able flower of the party is destroyed. 
Incarcerated and choked off; when Stalin 
has Butov choked to death and Blumkln 
shot by Yagoda— all this is explained 
not by the fact >:toat the Left Opposition 
has not recognized the theory of social- 
Ism in one country' that It did noi. agree 
to the bloc with Chiang Kai-Shek and 
that it reje# a today the capitulation be- 
fore Hitler! No! The bloody reprisals 
are explained by the fact that the Lett 
OppoeMk>n is supposed to have made an 
attempt at an armed uprising four years 
ago. All the organs of the various sec- 
tions of-the Comintern have once more 
reminded their unforllunate, systematical- 
ly deceived readers of It, 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The latest patch to our threadbare 
capitalist society is being applied. They 
are now announcing the birth of the 
"Reconstruction finance- Corporation" 
Not so many months ago the bankers 
'.hemselves, at the pronounced initiative 
of the president, created the National 
Credit Corporation for the purpose of 
aiding the weak banks. Admittedly, 1- 
has been of little aid. Now, a bigger and 
broader plan Is being put in effect, the 
It. fe\ C The bill providing for the 
creation of this -pitch" specifies a two 
billion dollar -fund to be wised through 
,;he sale of bonds ($500,000,000 to be 
subscribed to by the, government) which 
.money will be used to loan money .o 
banks' advance money to the railroads to 
cover maturing bonds' aid to over-nfort- 
;fciged farmers' and similar transactions, 
Oie esse^.ial nature of which is the 
"thawing out", for the present holder, 
of "frozen" and perhaps even worthless 
paper' The success or failure of the 
entire scheme can be established only 
after a survey of ;he entire banking sit- 
uation today. 

About tfaree years ago the Hrst rum- 
blings of the present crisis could have 
been detected by the trained ear— from 
tbe ever lessening pounding of the tap 
hammer, as fewer and fewer rivets 
were driven home to secure the girders 
In the many buildings that had been 
shodltng up. Beginning with the con 
structioa industry, the wave of depres- 
sion rolled ever onward, from industry 
to industry, until now even the mighty 
banking sy< em of this country has be, 
gun to wobble and grow dizzy with the 
constantly mounting list of casualties. 

There are In general three types of 
banks (aside from Inve* ment Houses, 
Inuraoce Companies' Personal Loan Soc- 
ieties, etc.— -that have many runctlons 
similar to those of banks)' They are 
(1) Mutual Savings Banks— Bowery Sav- 
ings (2) Commercial Bank— National 
City (3) Private Bonks— J. I'. Morgan" 

The first two concern us primarily. 
They are the ones that hold tbe meaner 
savings of the "well-to-do" worker ami 
small business man. they are :he banks 
that act as the support of the industrial- 
ist from the moment of the purchase of 
his raw maerlals until the time he sec- 
ures the returns on the finished product. 
These banks are the ones, lhat failing* 
will add a heavy blow to the attempts 
of the capitalists to rise from their pre- 
sent pro* "ration. These are the banks 
that the Reconstruction Finance Corp. is 
to aid. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF 
BANK STABILITY 

For savings banks the almost to. al. 
and for commercial banks the over- 
whelming, bulk, of the liabilities (money 
the bank owes to other people) are t to 
:he depositors' Thus the recent state- 
ment of the National City Bank shows 
out of a total liability of 51,800,000.000, 
the sum of $1 '400,000,000 under the l em 
of deposits* This grand sum came from 
Industrial and commercial concerns who 



clal bank means the throwing of a mon- 
key wrench into the wheels of all the 
business that was transac ed by the con- 
cern having deposits there, Increased 
unemployment and misery. The failure 
of a saving bank, although not having 
the direct effect upon bt&luess In gteueral 
as Lhat of a commercial bank, brings 
within Its train the pauperizing of all 
the depositors, who particularly during 
times of crisis look upon the few dol, 
lars saved during the seven faf years 
to tide them over the present lean years. 
More so than the bankruptcies of ordin- 
ary industrial and commercial houses* 
tank failures — because of i he wide 
spread tentacles of modern financial cap- 
ital — although also an effect of industrial 
crisis, add new fuel of a most highly In. 
flammable nature to the economic ca as- 
trophe. 

The Importance to Capitalism of a 
sound financial system cannot he under- 
estimated. It Is for that reason that 
they have been so quick to apply any 
remedies that tbey hope may relieve this 
growing Infection. The R.F' C is but 
one of many' the mot* grandiose one 
of all. There are the Mutual Aid Plan 
of the 'New York State Savings Banks; 
there is the National Credit Corp— but 
as even the bankers ndmf:, they have 
not been of much help. Of the present 
scheme, all that can be said is, that al- 
though it may succeed In helping ' hrougfti 
the coming few months the smallest and 
weakest of the banks, no too great bank 
< ability can tie secured with it. 
THE TRENDS TO BE 
COUNTER-BALANCED 

The present bank crisis hinges on 
many Important trends. The Federal 
Reserve System though Its rediscount Ing 
power of short term loans helps the 
banks to overcome the failure of the 
Industrialist to .make (food on his loans* 
The R. P. C. was created for the pur- 
pose of counterbalancing those features 
of the bank crisis— those of a long time 
.rend. (1) the collapse of tbe real est- 
ate market (2) :he sharp drop in rail- 
road bonds. (3) the defaulting of the 
European and the South American coun- 
tries- (Aside from the increase In stock 
holdings, accompanied by ''.heir subsequ- 
ent decline in value). The act has aa Its 
avowed Intention the alleviation of any 
weaknesses displayed by the banks as 
a result of the flrati;W« of the tendencies 
enumerated above. Of course' rhis will 
at the same time lessen the effect of the 
defauled foreign bonds. 

The importance of these trends upon 
the bank situation can be easily observed 
by a glance at the asset she .s of the 
large banks of the country. Thus the 
Bowery Savings Bank, the largest sav- 
ings bank In tbe country, lists out of 
the total asses ot 1535,000,000. 

Mort£axes $204,000,000 

Railroad bonds &4.000.000 

The books of commercial hanks would 
also list large bond holdings. The com. 
plete collapse of the real estate boom 
of the prosperity era brought with i.' 1 a 
consequent depreciation of tbe value of a 



constantly depositing and withdraw- S°°dly percentage of all rwriwt« The 
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Ing money to transact their business. On 
the side of the assets we find a similar 
ite» : "short term loans" (for circulating 
capital) of $012,000,000 out of a total as- 
sets of $1358.000,000— the largest sinjlle 
Item recorded. A failure of a commer- 



totalt y and depth of this shrinking away 
of values can be gathered, to a slight 
extent' from a recent survey of mortgage 
bonds throughout 'ihe country. Of a 
total of ten million dollars outstanding, 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Active Militant builders we have but 
entirely too few. If there were more, 
it would soon toil in a serious way on 
our subscription list. As (. Is, only the 
efforts of the few keeps it growing, but 
growing very slowly. Yet we have ao 
doubt that there will soon be more com- 
rades joining '.he ranks of the Militant 
builders. 

For a -couple of months there has been 
no account in these columns of this phase 
of our Activities. That as not due to a 
stand* ill but. merely to the absence of 
the .Secretary on u national tour. Hence- 
forth, we shall again render a regular 
account. We include among the builders 
none of these readers who merely send 
in the subscriptions or renewals for 
i.nemselves but only men who make suf- 
ficient efforts to secure subscriptions be- 
sides their own. Smh are those listed 
below with the number of subscriptions 
turned in since Jan miry 1-j, 1932' 
V" R. Dunne, Minneapolis 2 

A. Konikow, liosl.on 1 

C. Shechet, Boston 1 

C. H. Hcdlund, Minneapolis 5 
Leon Goodman, Philadelphia 2 



Left Oppo^.lon with the Workers* 
League coming in for a good share. No, 
the enlivening part was attained rather 
in the opportunity this gave to '.he speak- 
er to further clarify for the audience 
many of the disputed issues within *he 
Communist movement. 

Oi^ the following evening comarde Swa- 
beck. spoke before the branch member- 
ship. 'Due to Its recent expulsion from 
tie Prolonrian Party, it naturally faces 
n number of problems In common with 
the rest of their expelled Opposition 
comrades. On these problems, the whole 
of the discussion centeredd until late in 
the night' The members present asked 
numerous questions from comrade Swa- 
beck which together with the answers 
given helped considerably in making 'he 
Left Opposition views clear to them' 
From the inception of their opposition to 
ihe ProMarinn Party regime these Buf- 
falo comrades have recognized that they 
cannot remain isolated or independent of 
the main currents of the Communist 
moyemer. today. Their sympathies very 
early and pronouncedly turned toward 
the Left wing. They are now making a 
serious effort, to get away from the stale 
swtai'inii a* itnde which prevailed in the 
Proletarian Party, but they have no 11-. 
lnsions that the mere orientation toward 
mass work can substitute for the real 
task of building of. the revolutionary ca- 
dre*. While they have taken active part. 

„ iX . „. , . f „ „.,,„■ ,, in common with the efforts of their op- 

at the Workers League of Buffalo It ,..,,-., ,.„., t ™ „f 

. .. ^ , !*-.nition center to help m he creation or 

had a fatrly good attendance, listening I*""""" l, '"- c i 

attentively f.o the speaker's elucidation 
of the hisforial role of the great world 
revolutionary leader. Quite a few mem- 
bers of the ofiicial ( 'omniums' party were 
among the audience. 

As could be expected, this latter fact, 
very muh helped to enliven the discus- 
sion which followed the lee' lire. Not so 
much by virtue of the arguments present- 
ed by the party members who took the 
floor, as they presented only the old- 
time slanders and condemnation of the 



BUFFALO P. P. OPPOSITION 
INDORSES LEFT 

By invitation of the Buffalo Proletar- 
ian Party Opposition' comrade Swabeck 
spoke at a Lenin memorial meeting ar- 
ranged by 1 s members on Jan' 24th. 
The meeting was held under Ihe auspices 



an unemployment movement' ' it is their 
intention to press on for a definite orien- 
tation of revolutionary views. They 
fully recognize < he validity of the ques- 
tion: ''Whose views— -Left, Center or 
Might— will the Proletarian Party Op- 
position accept and to which of these 
rurre* s will it adhere? They agree 
that, this question .must, be put first, on 
the agenda and their answer was already 
given unequivocally in this meeting— to 
the I-eft Opposition. 



KANSAS CITY, MO 

Our second forum was even Deter than 
the first, More than seventy peopie were 
present. The majority of them were 
party members and sympathizers. Com- 
rade Clarke ipoke for an hour and a 
half in an exposition on the causes of 
war ; <:'be conflict between the Imperial- 
ists in the Far East; the danger of a 
war against the Soviet Union ; und the 
problems of the Chinese revolution. Not 
one person left -ihe hall before the lec- 
ture was concluded and there was very 
little uneasiness noticeable. The Stal- 
inists were evidently impressed with our 
program — not once in the whole course 
of ,*he presentation and summary did 
they heckle or interrupt. Although they 
dissipated themselves in slander, calling 
Clarke a '"skunk" s»nd other very high- 
minded commendations, and one worker 
proclaimed in a hysterical voice that 
made he windows tremble, that he wa'e 
with the C. I. right or wrong, iirst, last 
and always, our program seems to have 
sunk in. AG er the meeting they eager- 
ly took the Militant and there is no 
doubt but that they will be present next 
Monday. 

Last Thursday comrade Clarke also 
spoke' on invit-.i Ion, before one of the 
unetn ploy men t councils. Ho was very 
favorably received — in fact he has been 
invited to another council. It appears 
that the local Stniinites, ;hrough blun- 
dering negligence and arrogant bureau, 
cracy have alienated and antagonized 
these councils in whi<-h there are several 
party memlters, who feel the same way 
about the abuse of the bureaucrats. 
There seem to be excellent opportunities 
for us' but nothing can be said deflnftely 
about the outcome. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

On Sunday' January 31. comVnde Al- 
bert tJlotzer spoke at an open ineetlna 
held by the Philadelphia branch of the 
Communist League of America (Oppos- 
tion). on his visit to Trotsky, and the 
present International situation. 

There were fifty workers present who 
listened to an account of Trotsky's in. 
famous and illegal deportation, and his 
exile in Turkey. Comrade Glotzer spoke 
at some length on the present interna- 
tional political si nation. He dealt par- 
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The Struggle of the Railroad Workers 



This is the third of a series «f arti- 
cles on the conditions of the It ail road 
workers. The other two hnve ap- 
peared in previous issues of the Mili- 
tant. More are to follow in subsequ- 
ent issues. — Ed. 

Already in the early part of 1931, it 
was becoming clear to even the casual 
observer of the developments on ihe rail- 
roads that, wage cuts were looming up on 
he indudstrial horizon for ihe railroad 
workers. 

Wage cuts always follow in the wake 
of industrial depressions, which result 
from the inherent defects in the profit 
system of production. Kven in 1930, pro- 
du^'ion was slowing up and many roads 
were reducing their working forces. But 
at any rate, wi h the beginning oE 1031, 
it should have been clear to any one call- 
ing' himself a labor leader that unless 
certain energe de organizational steps 
were taken to strengthen and solidify 
the reatlvoad workers, wage reductions 
and further loss of working conditions 
would soon be knocking a( their doons. 

However, . !he best time to biiilil and 
strengthen the labor unions is under so- 
called capitalist "prosperity" or when 
workers are not losing their Jobs by the 
millions through lack of work. The 
Brafiierhod leaders had a splendid op- 
portunity to do this from 1933 to 1029. 
During this period there were nearly one 
million men and women employed on 
railroads, who did not. belong to the 
Br< heHioods. And, In spite of the en- 
ormous resources which these leaders 
had at their command, practically noth- 
ing wits done to get. these workers into 
the unions. There were millions of dol- 
lars avilable in the Brotherhood treasury 
for the printing "f handbills, leaflets and 
circulars, to put periodically into the 
hands of every railroad worker in the 
United StAes and Canada, telling him 
or her of the importance and necessity of 
joining the unions. In addition, the lead- 
ers had the Brotherhood journals and 
the -weekly, paper, "Labor", for their 
use and control. These publications 
reach many railroad workers in every 
railroad terminal in the country* 
Brotherhood Officials Too Busy 1 Enjoying 
the:r Big Salaries to Organize 

the Workers , 

In addition to the printed page with 
which to reach the workers, the Brother- 
hood officials had literally thousands of 
individuals on the Brotherhood payroll*, 
such as assistant presidents, vice presi- 
dents, general and special organizers, 
general chairmen, (several thousands of 
them) business agents and legislative re- 
presentatives who managed to hang ,on 
to the payroll most of the time. Then 
we have B. M. Jewell at the head of the 
railway department of the A' t\ of L.. 
a department which does not exist ex- 
cept on paper. 

With all this money and personnel nt 
their disposal, the Brotherhood leaders 
could have put on a real organizing cam- 
paign in every railroad terminal within 
the jurisdiction of the Brotherhoods- 
They could have coupled up the organiz- 
ing campaign, with a concen. rated wage 
movement to shorten the day without a 
cut in wages and to raise the minimum 
wagfe level in the railroad industry to 
the Five Dollar a Day mark" This pro-, 
gram would have attracted thousands o£ 
lowly paid workers and also many of. 



the, higher paid workers who were begin- 
ning to lose .heir jobs on account of la- 
bor-saving niiu-otnerj- installed by the 
railroads. 

The Brotherhood officialdom have had 
and have now at. their disposal enough 
money and men on permanent salaries, 
to hold union meetings at every railroad 
center, on a united and concerted scale 
for the purpose of organizing and amal- 
gamating the railroad workers. ■ The 
uecessi iy of One Union of railroad work- 
ers, instead of twenty-one should be ex- 
plained and advocated at every meet- 
ing. And If the leaders would do this, 
instead of fighting and obstructing am- 
algama.ion at every turn, it would be- 
come possible to hold an Amalgamation 
Convention within one year and there 
to launch an Industrial Union of Rail- 
road Workers. 

But instead of using the Brotherhoods' 
money and press to p%~ on iin organiza- 
tion and amalgamation campaign, the 
Brotherhood bureaucracy has been busy 
'•selling" the useless and expensive Craft 
System, with its useless and overpaid 
leadership to the railroad workers. The 
"tirand" Chiefs have been assisjed by 
general organizers and general chairmen 
to see to it. that nothing took ptace at 
lineal or union meeting which would be 
agafnst the intere4'jj of the bureaucrats' 
"Lame ducks" hare been appointed as 
special organizers at $10 per day (the 
usual rate) to serve mostly as adminis- 
tration henchmen and stool-pigeons and 
to help keep the "Reds" out of the 
unions. Both men in the locomotive cab 
are now engineers. The man on the 
Loft side has been an engineer for years' 
Still, two organizations are maintained 
in the Kn^nemen and general organizers 
are kept on the job by bdh unions to 
pull members from one union into the 
other. As a matter of fact, the only 
Interest th«' these $15*000 a year labor 
skates have in working men is to collect 
dues from them and to keep them satis- 
fied with things as .hey are. 

While this article is being written, 
January 28. an extra is appearing in the 
streets announcing that "Kail Workers 
AcceJ; Slash for One Year", as a head- 
Una, Although it .may require "one or 
more special articles to properly discuss 
and explain this gross betrayal of the 
leaderhlp' we wish to point out rh(ht 
here and now, thV the railroad workers 
were never given an opportunity to either 
accept or reject the wage cut. The 
Brotherhood officials decided this for 
fhem. The excuse ;!he bureaucrats ad- 
vance for accepting this wage cut is as 
foolish and silly as the one they gave 
for accepting the last wage cut in 1921. 

—A. E. 



The Recent Wage Cut 

The railrond workers have taken a 
MF/r cut and once more the folly of the 
houses is paid for by the workers. Al- 
ready the effect upon other industries 
lias been fet ; wage cuts are the order 
of the day in all parts of the country. 
The railroads through their committee 
informed the workers that the only way 
ou> of the impasse was a wage cut, and 
properly so— from their standpoint, If it 
is the path of least resistance. And up 
to the present, with'lhe labor flunkies of 



capitalism, their contentions have proven 
correct and will be proven wrong only 
when the railroad workers take things 
in their own hands ; when the policy of 
class struggle replaces the policy of 
class collaboration. 

' The lack of planned railroad construc- 
tion, the increased competition from 
o her means of transportation and the 
turbulence of the present crisis has 
driven the railroads in a tight corner. 
This cannot be denied. However, its 
admittance merely proves our general 
contention: ,hat the anarchy of capital- 
ist production must be replaced by soc- 
ialist planned economy which is only 
possible by establishing a workers' dic- 
tatorship in the United Stai.es. On the 
other hand, even if we confined ourselves 
to the figures presented by the railroad 
magnates we can show tha:. they do not 
stand upon economic foundation but ra- 
ther upon the foundation of the force of 
the capitalist diflatorship and its liars 
and fakers. 

Mr' Willard, in the Chicagb conference, 
said that despite the reduni ion of oper- 
ating expenses many roads face bank- 
ruptcy because they cannot meet the 
fixed charges of 1931. He says the fixed 
charges for 1931 are 695 million dollars, 
but only 784 million dollars is available, 
which only leaves 89 million .total net 
income. Because of this, the interest on 
the founded debt alone was 495 million-^ 
This Is just some more statistical fakery* 
To whom does the Inierest go if it does 
not go to the capitalist class, no matter 
what section it is. Is not this 49 mil- 
lion, to say nothing of the 781 million, 
obtained, part of the capitalist surplus 
robbed from tie railroad workers? And 
further' how do they figure this? In re- 
lation to the variable capital? No, of 
course not, they fidnre their profits in 
relation ,'o the total watered stock. It 
Is true that in times of crisis much water 
is squeezed out bu! this is only partially 
the case with .he big roads. 

So long as the workers are not organ- 
ized properly, are not under class strug- 
gle ideology and have the type of. rail- 
road leaders they do, the capitalist will 
find easy pickings. We know the capi 
talist can sell below value and still make 
profit and we know the capitalist class 
in their offensive against us, in the crisis, 
have been striking at A rategical points: 
the steel workers, the railroad workers, 
the Increase of the number of political 
prisoners and of deportations. These 
moves and particularly the railroad 
workers' wage crl are of vital importance 
for the living standard of the whole 
class. The capitalists of America are 
tightening up on the home base in or- 
der to prepare for greater onslaughts on 
: he world market against rival imperial- 
ists, in the struggle for the redlvison of 
the earth. Are we gong to stand by Idly 
while this tremendous international con- 
flict is In ihe making. No, all signs 
point to an increase of class battles in 
the United States —HUGO OBHLER. 



."What is the situation In the Food 
Workers' Industrial Union? Was it In 
the interest of the Left wing movement 
to split away from the A" F. W. U.? Are 
there any results in organizing the un- 
organized? All the same .imp' the mem- 
bership of the union must ask themsel- 
ves why the third year of the crisis the 
union finds itself totally incapable of de- 
fending the interests of the starving un- 
employed of the Industry. Why .he un- 
ion is unable to give any advice as ho 
what to do with those hundreds who are 
coming .'here for it? Why it Is equally 

*■■■■■*■*■■••»•■■■■■ ■■aataavaaaaatBBaaaa 

icnlarly with the Fascist danger in Ger- 
many and the position of the C. 1'' G.— 
pointing out the preset; capltulatlonary 
character of tlie party policy and the 
implications of a fascist suizure of power 
In Germany which would result in a set- 
back for the i» t'niational revolutionary 
movement' Comrade Glotzer pointed out 
the need of exercising pressure upon 
the Party in order to force a chaijgo 
in their present policies. 
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I.L.D. In Boston 

BOSTON, MASS. 

Three months after the Mooney Con- 
ference In Boston, what are the achieve- 
ments of .he committee organized at the 
conference? .What has been done to 
rouse the broad masses to tear open the 
gates of San Qnenfin and liberate Tom 
Mooney? 

Withoa. a doubt, the significance of 
the case together with its recent devel- 
opments presented the Left wing wi.'h 
golden oppor. unities. Has the Left wing 
availed itself of these opportunities? So 
far as Boston is concerned we can say 
emphatically, no. 

The October 25th conference called by 
the I. L. I), blew up like a bubble in the 
air. At tha conference our delegates 
correctly jiointed out the necessity of 
broadened activity and warned against 
the dangers of being si* isfted with mere- 
ly calling conferences. The assembled 
delegare* received our remarks well 
wlille the apparatus-men tried to distort 
those remarks and prepared to fall into 
.heir usual state of lethargy. 

Despite the fact that a number of the 
delegates pledged their utmost activity 
which, if carried on. with the sincere 
cooperation, from the leaders, could have 
developed a strong movement, the "lead- 
ers" found no time to call meetings for 
several weeks after the conference. In 
all the three iimmI hs of Its existence only 
three meetings were called and those 
were very poorly attended. A. each 
meeting, the delegate ot the Boston Left 
Opposition stressed the importance of 
reaching the workers and organizing 
them, of visiting organizations on behalf 
of Mooney. A number of organizations 
were visited by our delegate. But wha: 
was the result? After the third meeting 
of our committee one had no organlzn- 
:lon to bring a report to. 

Weeks have passed since the laat meet- 
ing of the Jlooney Committee. The ex- 
ecutive committee does not function a>. 
all, or at least the present writer, who 
is a member of '.he executive, does not 
know of its activity. Not a single mass 
meeting was called to organize the mass- 
es for the release of Mooney. Not' a 
leaflet was printed ' o bring Mooney be- 
fore the eyes of the masses. And all this 
in the face of the greatest opportunities 
preseili ! 

With the significance of the case, with 
the latest developments in the case, with 
the Wftlkers and Bolphs once again un- 
masking :he face of the master class, 
the Left wing should be able ..o rally the 
workers to its banner. Yet when an of- 
ficial of (he I. 1/ D. is asked why no 
meetings are being called, sihe tries to 
get out of a difficulty by answering that 
ho one can be gotten to come to meet- 
ings. Such an answer, however, calls 
for another question. Why?— The ans- 
wer is that the true reason for such a 
lamentable situation is that the I. L. D. 
instead of carrying on as a mass organi- 
zation, has isolated Itself from the mass- 
es. The Stalinist machine Is satisfied 
to ltmi/.' the I. L' D. to a handful of sel- 
ected Stalinists and blind followers who, 
right or wrong, will carry out their mas- 
ter's will. The neit must follow. The 
few "tru* worthy" I. L. D. members are 
already so overburdened with the many 
tasks of the other Left wing organiza- 
tions that ':hey almply cannot attend all 
of the meetings— with the results de- 
scribed above' 

How much longer can this go on? la 
Tom Mooney to suffer 'he consequences 
of Stalinist stupidity practiced by the 
\ X,. D. or are its leaders going to wake 
up to \he sense of genuine ' united action 
for his release? Can the leaders of the 
I. L. D. who called the conference be 
satisfied that they have now fulfilled 
their duty ''.o Mooney as representatives 
o£ the revolutionary movement? If there 
is a red spark in their hearts and minds 
these leaders will say with determina- 
tion, "No, not until we have organized 
a genuine united front as called for by 
Mooney in his August 20th appeal will 
we have fulfilled our revolutionary duty 
and carried out the will of Tom Moo- 
ney !" 

— C. SHECHET. 



Incapable of defending even those in- 
significant few who accept its leadership 
and go on strike, as in the Crusader Cafe- 
teria? At .lie last convention of the 
union, Obermeyer, Its national secretary, 
said: **We must recognize the fact that 
we should not have been so much In a 
hiiny to split away from A. F. \V. 13/ 

What he meant is .hat, the Left wing 
should organize itself better before it 
undertook the split. Therefore recog- 
nizing the mistake, so to say, organiza- 
tionally' The officials of the union still 
refuse to recognize its suicidal stupid- 
ity for the movement In the Industry as 
a whole. The half-truth becomes still 
more criminal because it keeps the aw- 
akening workers from a correct estima- 
tion of the real situation and .'hereby 
from a possibility to exert their pressure 
on their adventurist leadership. 
THE MISTAKES OF THE PAST 

Once for all* %• must be stated, not in 
a half way confession, but in a real 
Communist manner, that the split was a 
mistake, that without full recognt Ion of 
the fact and all thee devastation it has 
brought, no correct policy can be adopt- 
ed, and do way out of an unbearable 
sj nation can be found. The truth al- 
lowed on the organizational facts only 
leases a rat hole for sneaking back into 
the "company unions" (A. F. W. TL!) so 
that those who are there shall nil. 1 be 
called "social fascists" any more, but 
It is certainly not a starting poln/: for 
the adoption of a correct policy as to 
how to reach the unorganized, how 'o 
fight for the unemployed. At the same 
time that policy certainly cannot poln 
out the way httw to reach such a unity 
of action for the workers in he food in- 
dustry, which would filve prestige to the 
Communist party and Left wing move- 
ment. And if the bureaucratis high 
pressure of the "third period" brought 
with it the split of the food workers' or- 
ganization; if lhat split together iu the 
"united front from below" played havoc 
with the Left wing movement and at the 
same time crippled those unions who re- 
mained entirely at the mercy of reform- 
ist misleaders: then It is all the more the 
duty of the C. P. and F. W" I. TJ. to Issue 
the slogan of trade union unity. 

Comrade Trotsky, In his article on the 
question of trade union unity, wrl.ies in 
relation to the united front' that .his 



is the only way that one can preven./ the 
reformists and above all their Left wing 
agents from opposing to the practical 
task of the class struggle, the formal 
slogan of unity. And precisely If the 
policy of the genuine united front Is one 
of the means of libera.ing the workers 
from reformist influence by confronting 
the reformist leadership with concrete 
task of struggle for immediate demands, 
then .';'he revolutionary signltlance of that 
struggle if initiated by the Communists 
and Left wing under their Influence can 
servo at the same ,1me as a basis for 
the slogan of unity, for amalgamation, 
for creating one union in the industry. 
As comrade Trotsky in the same ar.icle 
points out "It would be a thorough mis- 
take to oppose the policy of the unLed 
front to that of the unity of .<h€» trade 
union organizations". 

Without such a revolutionary, Com- 
munis i i>-'licy, all the talk of the bur- 
eaucrats of the F. W. I' U. of organizing 
tlie hundreds of thousands of slaves in 
flic packing industry. In the food factor- 
ies' restaurants, bakeries, 'he grocery 
clerks— will remain futile talk. And the 
active members of the union must, begin 
to understand -.hat. all the g»od work 
lhat they are trying to do: making the 
■union function according to '.he depart- 
mental sysem. improving the function of 
the grievance committee leading small 
but. milita* strikes' etc.: cannot he any- 
thing in itself. That alone will not ex- 
tricate the union from the position !,■ 
was forced to by the "third period" bur- 
eaucrats and by the policy of "unl'ed 
front from below". These neirvtties can 
only he a necessary improvement of the 
or^irluition in preparation for the policy 
advanced by ;he Left Opposition in the 
trade union movement as a whole. 

There must be put an end to all that 
kind of stupid talk as that, of the re- 
presentative of the Central Executive 
Committee at .'he convention about us- 
ing two fists, one of the united front of 
the rank and file, f the "united front from 
below", a distortion denying the genuine 
united front), and the other fist, of or- 
ganizing the unorganized. Objectively, 
([•"means a continuous playing into the 
hands of all kinds and species of re- 
formists together with 'he harm that 
kind of policy brings with it. 

—A FOODWORKEIT 
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What can be done by a revolutionary 
working class leader to develop class 
consciousness when the capitalist class 
places its press at his disposal was 
taught us by Marx — "as contributor on 
the leading Anglo-American newspaper, 
the 'New York Tribune*, at wblen I hare 
now been engaged for eight years — 
(author's preface to Criliiqite of political 
Economy) ; by Lenin on numerous oc- 
casions ; and more recently by Trotsky, 
particularly In his statement in the Man- 
chester Guardian, reprinted In part in 
the N. Y. Times of April 13. 1931 
under the title "TROTSKY SAYS 
SOVIET POINTS WOULD PATH." How 
a working class "leader." can misuse the 
name opportunity to sow confusion in 
the working class was demonstrated by 
Stalin in two interviews he g«ve :o re- 
presentatives of the New York Telegram 
and New York Times toward the end of 
1930. 
A FATAL INTERVIEW 

Last week, Amter, faced with a choice 
between these methods, strove mightily 
to emulate his master, Salin. it is true 
that Amter was not interviewed. He 
spoke over .'he radio. It is no less true 
th( Amter is not Marx, nor Lenin, nor 
Trotsky. This he fully' confirmed again 
by his speech. 

Tlie o<«osion of the broadcast was a 
dinner given by the Association for Bai- 
ter Citizenship' Inc.! attended and ad- 
dressed in addition to Amter by Itudolph 
Spreckles, * Jie financier, Chas. Solomon, 
of the Socialist Party, and Wiekershnm 
of the commission bearing his name. To 
this strange position had life brought 
Amter; from directing gangs to break 
up Opposition mefeings' to Bpeak- 
ing over the radio at a patriotic dinner 
tog*. her with financiers and a social 
Fascist! We do not wish to be misun- 
derstood. We believe that It is correct 
to utilize such opportunities to speak to 
sections ot the working cluast We have 
nothing in common with those party sup- 
porters, misguided by Amter and Co', 
who call Trotsky a "eoun er revolution- 
ary because he writes for the capital- 
ist press". We base our judgnfent of 
the speech or writing not upon '.he place 
of its appearance but upon its content. 
From this poitr.'. of .view Amter's speech 
spelled confusion. 
THE CAPITALIST SOLUTION 

Sprecklea' as his contribution to the 
Association's program of "systematic 
enlightenment of bet ter citizenship" pro- 
posed, among other things, as a solution 
for the misery of the working class, a 
tax on short saels on the stock exchange, 
a tax on* the export of capital to provide 
an unemployment insurance fund; and 
prohibition! Solomon gave a polite, in- 
nocuous and abstract exposition from 
the socialist point of view of the class 
4jruggle. It could have been given in 
toto ten years ago' so little relation did 
it have to the real! lea of the present in- 
ternational and national situation. Nor 
did Solomon offer any solution except a 
description of what Socialism is! Wlck- 
eraham who followed Amter and waa the 
last speaker launched into a eulogy of 
the physical grandeur of "our country". 
As he was completing his lyric of pa- 



llrlotiam tlie entire broadcast, having ex- 
hausted Its allotted time, was cut off. 
We are therefore unable to comment on 
Wiekeraham's proposals for a way out 
of ["he crisis. 

Against the bankruptcy of Spreckles 
and the empty abstractions of Solomon, 
a Communist presentation would have 
i ooA out in the listening workern' ears 
like a clarion call on a dark night. In 
our opinion Amter should have made a 
short statement of the extent and depth 
of :fce workers' misery in the present 
crisis, followed by a brief explanation of 
Its causes and a concise outline of the 
Communist solution' 'He should have 
mentioned the various capitalist a tempts 
to solve their crises by wars (what about 
the war danger and the U. 8. a R.) And 
t'hen he should have emphasized that the 
on3y solution was an international pro- 
letarian revolution, that in preparation 
for it we must flgfti unitedly against the 
sweeping capitalistic offensive, for imme- 
diate demands such as the six-hour day, 
credits to the Soviet Union, unemploy- 
ment Insurance. His conclusion should 
have explained the role of the Commun- 
ist party in this struggle for Immediate 
demands today, and for the overthrow 
of capl:&lism tomorrow' and how it is 
distinguished from the socialist party. 

AMTER FAILS MISERABLY 

But this is precisely what Amter did 
not do. He began by at acklng the din- 
ers. Having "vanquished" them, he 
called upon the unemployed workers to 
"join the Communist party which fights 
hunger." Similarly he called upon the 
employed workers ;to join the Commun- 
ist party to fight wage cut*' and upon 
the Negro workers to join the C P* 
o fight for social, political and economic 
equality. H* denounced "Walker's open, 
shameless submission to the bankers of 
Wall Street". At this point he waa in- 
distinguishable from a Bepublian Par% 
demagogue of the type of, let us say — 
congressman MacFndden. And so on and 
so forth he rambled without plan. 

A non-Communist worker listening 'o 
Amter would have come away not a whit 
enlightened as to what Communism la. 
what :he Communist party stands for, 
nor how it proposes to fight hunger, wage 
cuts, lynching, deportation. Nor ' would 
we have suspected that the American 
Communist Party is a brother section of 
the German, C. P.* which Is facing a crit- 
ical historical momen.1, upon whose suc- 
cess or failure In uniting the masses 
against Fascism depended to a large ex- 
tent his own fate. Neither would he 
have dreamed lhat a war Is brewing* nor 
would he have been enlightened on how 
to fight the war danger" 

To the objection that Amter could hot: 
in ten or twelve mlnutee give an exhaus- 
tive analysis of ;he entire world situa- 
tion, we can reply: Marx, in writing the 
program of the First International was 
forced to present his Ideas in such a 
manner :hat his conclusions, which for 
political reasons he could not Include, 
would follow inevitably in the mind of 
the reader' But, as we have already 
pointed out — Amter is notf Marx. 

-7-T. STAMM. 
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Terror against the Greek Opposition 



ATHENS, GREECE 

The capitalist regime of Greece is 
carrying a reign of terror against alt 
revolt). Ion a ry workers and is concentrat- 
ing its efforts especially to exterminate 
by all means fit its disposal, the com- 
rades of the Opposition (Arohla Marxist- 
Bolsheviks) on accourt of their valiant 
activities in the front ranks of the class 
struggle. 

Now that the edifice of the capitalist 
system of GrGeece is enfeebled by ihe 
acute economic crisis, the bourgeoisie of 
Greece are desperately trying '.o sap- 
press every workers' resistance by ex- 
terminating the vanguard of the prole- 
tariat, the. Communists. They Imprison 
(hem for many years in dark cells, and 
they deport thorn to desert islands, and 
very often apply terrorist measures, as 
in the case of our comrade Theodore 
Baboucopoulos.- 

Comrade Baboucopoulos has been a 
member of the Arch io- Marxists for ,he 
last two years and has participated with 
all the Anchio-Marxlsts of Athens in the 
demon^ ration that the party called on 
Omontit (Square to, celebrate the 14th 
anniversary of the Bnssian revolution. 

The Riraspastis, the Stalinist organ in 
Greece, merely reported the arrest of a 
few Archio-Marxists, and later mention- 
ed "our comrade as a hero, Inferring at 
the -same time that toe is a member of 
the Youth League. The Pali Ton Taxeon, 
organ of the Left Opposition, in its Is- 
sue of December- 29, 1932, prints a letter 
seat by comrade Baboucopoulos from his 
bed in the Municipal Hospital' 

,We bring his letter in toll below : 

To the Communist Organisation ©f 
Bolsheviks-Leninists (Archlo -Marxists) . 

"Comrades, 

"As is known, I was arrested with 
another member of our organization, 
comrade Cotoni for the events of the 
14th anniversary of the Russian Revolu- 
tion during the demonstration at Rotzi 
lair by the lackeys of Charalambidi, who 
followed us alMiut and they sentenced 
comrade Cotonis to three years' imprison- 
ment and two years deportatolu and my- 
self to one and one-half years imprison- 
ment and two years deportation. 

"They threw me and 7 other Archlo- 
Marxist you hs into the cave that the 
bourgeoisie calls "reformatory" and they 
began our extermination by applying 
tfhe archaic methods of the "Holy Inqui- 
sition." ,Whht to descrige most, I don't 
tnow ... the more I hi' to think of 
it the dizzier I get- Later on, when I'll 
overcome* the danger hanging over me, 
mi write you in detail. 

■The last "scene" took place because 
We protested against 1 the suppressed 
measures as a means of punishment, 
they forced us to run like horses around 
the prison-yard. 

'tWtoen we refusedd to run, the bestial 
guards knocked us down unconscious and 
then they placed our feet into the iron 
bars, beating us for hours at a time un- 
til our feet begant.o bleed of Che wounds 
and only fatigue exhausted our^ hang- 
men. I was loft within the prison with- 



foot became sore. When my comrades 
and myself protested we were told ! "I 
have not got anything" and when the pol- 
lution progressed and t.he gangrene rot- 
ted my foot and threatened my very life 
they brought me here and cut off my 
for* and at present I am struggling with 
death. 

"Another question that I wish to pose 
is this : The Riiospastis a> tempts to pre- 
sent me as their own comrade. I declare 
that I denounce the Rizospastis and the 
Stalinists and): hat I was and I'll always 
be a Bolshevik-Leninist (ArcMo- Marx- 
ist). 

"The life of our comrades in the 
prisons is in danger. The state is plan- 
ning assassinations. Fight lot general 
amnesty' Fight ..a save them! 

With comradely greetings, 

Theodores Baboucopoulos, 
Municipal Hospital". 

The Crimes of the Capitalist prisons 
must be brought to light! 

Our comrade Baboucopoulos is strug- 
gling with death. This horrible crime 
shall not be left without consequences 



for the honrgoeis class. All the horri- 
ble tortures, all the crimes which Greek 
capitalism pursues in order to exter- 
minate the victims of the proletarian 
struggle must be brought to light. A 
committee of workers and ill ellectuals 
.must be formed to visit ail Ihe prisons 
in which revolutionary workers are de- 
' allied and undertake a broad and 
thorough investigation and bring to light 
all the criminal activities of the capital- 
ist organs againii' the imprisoned and 
deported revolutionary workers. 

The Victims of Capitalist Atrocities 
Are In Danger 

The assassins of comrade Bahoucopou- 
los refuse to give even medicines. Com- 
rade Baboucopoulos is the victim of ;he 
cannibalism of the watch-dogs of the 
capitalist regime, and is in a critical con- 
ton. The fever fluctuates between 30 to 
40 degrees centigrade. 

Following the amputation of his foot, 
two wounds were opened up on his shoul- 
ders and one on his arm. 

During the last few days a new bag 
of pus has formed on his o.ier arm. It 



is possible that they may have to open 
this. too. Our comrade is passing 
grave moments and tile doctors openly 
express their fears. 

Characters ic of the bestiality of the 
capitalistic regime is the criminal indif- 
ference that the administration of the 
Municipal Hospital shows ','oword the 
condition of our comrade. 

His food is miserable, medicine are 
refused him. The comrades collected 
money among themselves for the pur- 
chase of medicines. The Labor Defence 
does not follow at all the condition of 
our comrade and has neglected to meef 
his needs' 

The Stalinists do not allow any dis- 
cussion at the I. L. D. Branches on this 
question in order to conceal the faff 
that lie is an A rehio- Marxist.. 

Many workers' organizations have pro- 
filed vigorously against the Czarlst: 
methods. 

The Leather. Workers, Ihe Cigarette 
boxmakers and Lithographers, Stevedor- 
es, HO el Workers, I. L' D' branches of 
Ton m has' Salonica' Neapoleos, etc.. 
Needle Workers Union, and Cafe and 
Confectionery Workers Union, are among 
these. 

—PALI TON TAXEON. 



German Opposition Documents 

— ♦ — 

False Strategy -- False Tactics 



Hlf TORY MADE TO ORDER- STALIN 



We must *ome back once more to the 
article by Stalin in the revue Proletarian 
Revolution, in which the General Sec- 
retary of the Russian Communist Party 
violently attacks tne "roP en liberalism" 
which exists among the Communists with 
regard .o ''Trotskyism'" 

What is the reason for all this wratft 
of Stalin's? The 'Vhief of the world 
revolution", proclaimed as such by all 
the bureaucrats, who dare no deny their 
master anything, and celebrated as such 
at all oificial occasions and by the entire 
Stalinist international press — what has 
he to fear from "Trotskyism" which has 
been crushed and annihilated for years? 
And moreover, who are those rotten lib- 
erals who have introduced the Trtf.skyist 
poison into the history of the Russian 
party without his knowledge? 

STALIN CREATES A 
HISTORY OF APOLOGETICS 

In his leisure time, wha'.ever of it is 
granted to Jiim by the affairs of state, 
Stalin has taken the trouble :o go over 
tlie history of the revolution and the 
Russian party. Imagine his surprise »o 
see that in almost all the publications 
conducted by people who are loyal to 
his own person, Iris role as leader of 
the Russian party ever since 'the. first 
weeks of the February revolution (be- 
fore :<enin's arrival in Russia), he has 
not. been presented in sufficintly lauda- 
tory terms" Certain historians said, for 
example, that Immediately upon his ar- 
rival in Petrograd, Lenin found it nec- 
essary to radically change the orientation 
of Ihe Bolshevik party led -by Stalin and 
Kamenev up to that time. 

Others, like Slutsky, even went so, far 
as to employ the term "rearming" of the 
party' used by comrade Trotsky in his 
history of the Russian revolution, to de- 



out a doctor's care for *en days and myi signatethc April Theses of Lenin and the 



The " Uprising" of Nov. jtL 192 7 



(Contlnud from page 1) 
WHAT REALLY HAPPENS? 

What really happened on November 1, 
1927? Naturally, the Opposition also par- 
ticipated in the demonstration of the 
Tenth Anniversary. Its representatives 
marched together wlih their shops, fac- 
tories," institutions of learning and Sov- 
iet institutions. Many Opposifton groups 
carried their banners in the general par- 
ade It was*with these banners tha* they 
left their shops and other Institutions. 
What, sort of counter-revolutionary ban- 
ners were they? Let us recall them once 
morel 

V "Carry out the testament of 

Lenin!" 

2. "Direct tlie fire loward the Right— 

against Nepman, Kulak and bureaucra,: r 

3' "For genuine workers' democracy!" 

4. "Against opportunism, against a 
split— for the unity of .he Leninist 
party!" 

5. "For a Lenini t Central Commit- 
tee!" 

- Workers; employees, soldiers of the 
•led Army, aftidents and pupils walking 
side by aide with the Oppositionists who 
were carrying their banners. There were 
no clashes. Not a single worker with a 
sound mind could interpret these ban- 
ners 'as banners directed against the 
Soviet power and the party. Only after 
several Individual factories had joined 
the general current of the demonstra- 
tion, did the G. P- U. send out special 
divisions upon Instructions from :he 
Stalinist secretariat' to assault the de- 
laonil rators who were carrying their 
banners peacefully" Afer that' several 
clashes took place, consisting entirely 
of attacks by the divisions of the G. P' 
U.i who tore their banners away and 
neaped blows upon thanu A selected 
group of Bed- Army commanders broke 
down the door of- Smllga's quarters and 
forced their way in, on the balcony there 
were hanging the banners of the Opposi- 
'.on and the portraits of Lenin, Trotsky 
and Zlnovlev. This, then, was the up- 
rtalng of November 7, 1827. 



The slogans: "For workers' dem 
ocracy", "Against Nepmlan, Kulak and 
Bureaucrats !", "For the nnity of the 
party !", were considered— naturally no! 
oy the working masses — but by the Stal- 
inist apparatus as counter-re vol u.ionary. 
Nevertheless, at that time no one of 
the app'ar^ ins people dared as yet' to 
speak of an armed uprising- Such an 
invention would have seemed altogether 
too shameless and insolent In the eyes 
of the participants in the demonstration. 
When' more *.han a year after Trotsky 
had been eslled by Stalin, the G. P" U' 
accused him of preparing an armed up- 
rising, it was not with regard*, to ,the 
demonstration of November 7. but some- 
thing quite new, which the G. P. U. could 
not, however, refer to by name. After 
the exiling of Tro.nky, this accusation 
was not repeated by anybody. Stalin did 
not dare introduce it into the press. The 
very memory of i disappeared, went up 
like smoke. 

Only when the facts began :o fade 
from memory, did the Stalinist school of 
falsifications begin to spread the legend 
of he attempted uprising of November 
T The fact that this legend has, to a 
certain degree, become the central poi* 
of the campaign, is politically significant' 
That proves tha*! the real actions of the 
Bolshevik-Leninists do not appear to be 
"crimes" In the eyes of the masses of 
workers and party members. Stalin ac- 
tually complains' that despite the eight- 
years long campaign' Trotskyism is still 
being regarded as a Communist tendency 
inside of the party! For his policy of 
reprisals, Stalin needs some basis of sup- 
port that lies outside of the real activity 
of .fee Left Opposition. This basis of 
support, foe tries to find In the police 
myth of the rising of November 7, 1927. 
Even if we had no other signs, this fact 
alone would suffice for us to say: the 
personal dictatorship of Stalin and his 
plebiscitary regime are in a bad way, 
in a very bad way ! 

— L. TROTSKY. 
January 2 1»32 



tremendous activity he unfolded in spite 
of :he resistance of the so-called "old 
Bolsheviks" to get his theses adopted by 
the entire party. 

Rut the reading of these passages of 
.he history of the party was not yet the 
height of his chagrin. He mobilized a 
whole legion of censors and obedient 
functionaries who reported that the 
"Trotsky 1st." Ideas have not only slip- 
ped in}o the historical article of some 
party candidate, some Slutsky, but that 
In the complete works of Lenin, the 
"smugglers" have introduced monstrous 
distortions of history which have to be 
rectified Immediately. It was discover- 
ed, for example, that a certain Ovslannl- 
kov, working under the personal super- 
vision of Kamenev, wrote in Note 7!) to 
Volume XIV of the Complete Works of 
Lenin that (1) "Trotsky published in 
Vienna a popular working class paper, 
the Pravila destined for Russia" and 
that "Trotsky broke with the Menshe- 
viks"; (2) that Trasky "at the begin- 
ning of the 1 Imperialist war adopted a 
clearly internationalist position". In 
this same Note' :he author dared "re- 
peat" the Trotskyist legend according to 
which it appears that he led the Incur- 
red ion of October 23 (Pravda of Decem- 
ber IE5, 1931)' Is it possible to tolerate 
such "Tvotskylst smuggling"? 

A RED HISTORIAN 
DARES QUOTE LENIN 

Another historian, Volosovitch, did not 
merely context himself with 
the historical events already known un- 
iversally from the testimony of John 
Reed (Ten Days That Shook The World) 
or from the memoirs of Shliapnikov on 
the February revolution and :he shame- 
ful role of Stalin in that period. Volos- 
ovitch also attempted to analyse the fad s 
and the political positions adopted in 
the pas', by the Bolshevik party, to draw 
the logical conclusions Sowing therefrom. 
Here is what the Pravda (12-17-1931) 
says about him: "The 'historian' Volos- 
ovitch 'proves' (this plehora of quotation 
,marks is the Pravda's own brand of 
bony— M. M.) that Lenin in 1910 did not 
pose the question of building socialism 
In .one country. Volosovt eh distorts the 
history of the party in the Trotskylst 
manner by opposing the tasks of the 
world revolution to the question of the 
complete possibility of building socialism 
In one country, as it was posed by Lenin 
(our emphasis— M. M.) In falsifying his- 
tory and in slandering Lenin, Volosevitch 
writes that for Lenin "the question is 
not posed from the point of view of the 
growing over of the bourgeois revolution 
: into :he socialist revolution but solely 
from the angle of the fundamental Bol- 
shevik slogan of the given period, not- 
ably, that of the transformation of *he 
Imperialist world war into a civil world 
war. Consequently the question of build- 
ing socialism in our country does na 
even enter' (Third Edition, page «4)' 
Volosevitch even goes further. He de-j 
elares that 'even when this growing over 
(mentioned above) becomes an establish- 1 
ed fact, the question of building socialism 
in our country alone' while the other 
countries remain capitalistic, is not a 
question for the presenf. (Page 65)." 
THROUGH TEN EDITIONS 

And Smt:h, the author of the article 
In the Pravda, cannot contain his wrath 
any longer, concluding: "And It ia these 
smuggled Trotskyist gods that Voloso- 
vitch offers to the reader under the 
cloak of quotations from Lenin, 'pro- 
found' meditations, etc'" This unhappy 
censor will still have ,to affirm with great 
bit erness later on in the same article 
that what is most revolting about the 
whole affair is :he fact that "these smug- 
gled goods have gone through ten edi- 
tions" 

Stalin's article In the Proletarian Rev- 
olution was not' only a manifestation of 
impQ'ent wrath In the face of historical 
truth, it was also a decree for all the 
state punishing houses to make a com<- 
plete revision of everything relating to 
Ihe history of the Bolshevik party and 



the revolution. The effects of this de- 
cree have not failed to become evident. 
We read in the entire Soviet press, that 
Yaroslavsky, one of the unfortunates 
blamed for the "Trotskylst smugglery" 
in his "History of the Party'" has recog- 
nized his mistakes and has promised to 
"go ahead energetically with the cor- 
rection of all the books already published 
on the history of the par'iy" in order to 
root out Tro skyism. Radek who was 
mentioned very indirectly in the Stalin 
Article, has also repented ... by re- 
nouncing for the xth time, his former 
mistakes and by denouncing these * . 
Luxembtirgist errors "which have led, as 
if fatally, to the Trotskyism opposition' 

STALIN DOES A BIT OF 
"REARMING" 



Thus, the history of the Russian rev- 
olutionary movement and its relation- 
ships wi h the revolutionary movement 
of the West, is going to be recast' Stalin 
is going to make his history "to order 
just has he has made his apparatus to 
order. Already in depriving D. B. Riaz- 
anov of his func ions as director of the 
Mars-Kngels Institute, Stalin began a 
well-prepared "scientific Marxist" basis 
for an apology of his policy. Now, he 
wants the History of the Party (institute) 
and .that of History as a whole, to play 
the same servile and unworthy role. 
Rut just as socialism cannot be con- 
structed in one coa< ry, history cannot 
be made in one country. Stalin may, per- 
narratingjhftPS. succeed in suppressing all the pub- 
lications of the "History of the Party" 
and the complete works of Lenin in the 
U. S. S. R. and replace them with his 
own history of apologetics. In this man- 
ner, he will undoubtedly be able to de- 
rail, for a certain time, the young Com- 
munists in the Soviet Union. But the 
history of the revolution, which is unique 
and universal, and which, for a Marxist, 
ought to be "not an apology of political 
positions, but a concrete and coherent 
image of the actual process of the rev- 
olit ion'' (Trotsky: The History *f the 
Russian Revolution— Russian edition)* 
is a history written on the basis of docu- 
ments and living testimony of the epoch 
by revolutionary Marxists in the various 
countries. The History of the Russian 
Revolution by L. D. Trotsky' written on 
the basis of historical documents and 
numerous testimonials by active parti- 
cipants in the revolution, will permit Hie 
younger revolutionary generations of all 
countries to reestablish the image "of 
Yhe actual process of the revolution". 

— M. MILL. 

(Paris) 

Left Opposition in Toronto 

TORONTO— 

Oar Toronto comrades have recently 
begun to unfold activities which speak 
very promisingly for a real growth of 
the Canadian Left Opposition in the near 
futuTe. 

They are among the most active par- 
tlcipart/s in the Open Forum being con- 
ducted by the Toronto Workers' Club, at 
whkm comrade Maurice Spector lately 
gave a successful lecture on "Lenin-Lux- 
emburg," during the course of which 
discussions of a more comradely nature 
than has been (he custom for some time 
took place, with leading members of 
the official party taking part in them. 

The Toronto group Is also involved 
right in the mids^ of 'the struggle against 
the government reprisals against the 
Communist Party of Canada, which goes 
under the name of the "Repeal Section 
98 ■'Movement*" Delegates from the local 
branch of the Communist League of Am- 
erica (Opposition) were seated at the 
conference called by '.he party's defense 
committee and the Opposition's propoea- 
als and views for carrying on this work 
are gaining a ready ear, some of them 
already adopted and bringing good re- 
sponse. Articles dealing with the ex- 
ceptionally id erestlng developments In 
the "Repeal Section 88 Movement" will 
shortly appear in the Militant. 



Dangerous Perspectives 

Just as a proletarian revolution in 
Germany would open up a new eiwch for 
the revolutionary proletariat, Fascism 
in Germany will open up a new epoch 
of reaction tn Europe. A victory for 
Fascism would lead to the las* attempt 
of capitalism to postpone its impending 
downfall for decades through the de- 
struction of the proletarian movemeni. 

A victory for German Fascism means 
war against the Soviet Union. An alli- 
ance between a Fascist Germany and the 
other imperialistic countries, France not 
excepted. In a campaign for the annihila- 
tion of the Soviet Union is more than 
probable. Should it come to ;hat, it 
would mean that the social revolution 
would be made impossible for an entire 
epoch. 

Does that mean, that there is no way 
ou» of this situation? To maintain this, 
would be pessimism and would signify 
a complS'e surrender of the faith in the 
inner forces of the proletariat. Should 
the Comintern and the party change their 
strategy and tactic, were « he Soviet Un- 
ion and the Red Army to actively take 
their stand as the organizing forces of 
;he German revoulntion, Fascism will 
not even reach the threshold of power. 

To allow Fascism to gej as far as the 
threshold of power, that is' to permit 
them to enter a coalition government, 
means to clear the road for the full seiz- 
ure of power by Fascism- To believe 
that the right moment for an action 
against Fascism is She time of its "ex- 
posure" In a coalition government with 
Bruenins— only people who are planning 
to dodge tie enemy and to capitulate 
■are capable of. Atfthe moment Fascism 
enters the government, the signal will 
be given for a struggle against the pro- 
letariat. The only answer to that is the 
proclamation of the General Strike. That 
is the point of time at which -he defen- 
sive of the working class begins, which 
Is transformed in the course .of strug- 
gle into the offensive. The Genera! 
Strike will deal the Fascist bands their 
first blows and open up the mass strug- 
gle against the bourgeoisie. Its outeome 
will be neither Fascism nor a Brnenlng. 
< The moment the united front of Ihe 
proletarian class is established in the 
■course of struggle, the real disintegra- 
tion of Fascism begins. 

"Nearer to the social democra. ic and 
trade union masses!'' is the burning 
slogan of the moment, if the struggle is 
not to end in a defeat United fornt with 
the S. P. G. and A. D. G, B, (Trade 
Union) organizations is the command of 
the hour. 

—PSRMANENTE REVOLUTION 
(January 1932) 

(To Be Continued) 



A Letter 
from Germany 

HAMBURG, GERMANY 

As you probably know, I have joined 
the party In Germany and they are be- 
ginning to suspect that I afn a "Trotsky- 
Ite". At the Ia»t. meeing, I defended the 
line of the united front and denounced 
the "Red Referendum'" I asked why it 
was that we (the O- P- G-> are not 
gaining all '.he S. P. G. votes that they 
are losing. There was a Jeading comrade 



from Hamburg present. He said : "We 
definitely do m* use the united front 
from alwve. for only opportunists will 
go into a united front with the social 
Pasci4- leaders ; we make only a red 
united front from below." 
NO UNITED FRONT! 

On my objection that I did not mean 
the kind of united frout made In England 
at ;lie time of the General Strike or in 
China with Chiang Kai-Shek and the Kuo 
Min Tang, but to officially offer the S" 
I'. (J. and the trade union, without bind- 
ing our hands in any way, a fighting un- 
ited front, side by side, against the 
Fascists, as the Bolsheviks did In 1017 
against Korntlov's eossacks, he replied 
very weakly: "This is a different situa- 
tion; !hcre was an Immediate demand of 
crushing Kornilov's army. Our main en- 
emy is now the S. P. G„ who tolerate 
everything that Bruening or the capital- 
ists did ate"" He wanted to talk with 
me alone later on, but never said a word 
about it again. He admitted that they 
hart a big flgW, in the Central Committee 
about the "Red referendum" but he said 
it was from a tac ical point of view, 
a question regarding the moment they 
will he able to mobilize the masses and 
that "hey had to take such a vital Issue 
out of the hands of the nationalists and 
Fascists, to make it a red one (Sic!) 

I just heard, a: a functionaries' meet- 
ing to which I was invited, that this 
comrade from Hamburg will come down 
again to organize the group here and 
that I am going to be a fund.ionary with 
plenty to do. 

The activity of the party group here 
is "very low, they have not had a mem- 
bership mee Ing for more than two 
months. Theoretically they are so back- 
ward that they don't even know the most 
fundamental teachings of Mr.rx and 
Tien In. 

If you pick un n party paper <>r pam- 
phlet nowadays, you are sure »o find some 
kind of a polemic against Trotsky and 
the L«tt Opposition. Thin tils a good 
sign. It shows that the Lef: Opposi- 
tion' with Its Marxst-Lentnlst under- 
standing is taking rod in Germany too, 
and it is sure Is necessary, for a great 
deal depends on the L. O. in the Imme- 
diate future. 
WINNING 8. P. WORKERS 

I am also often partlcipo ! ing in dis- 
cussions with social democratic work- 
ers and they are still an influence here, 
as strong as ever. Their influence Is 
not shattered at all, as 1. should be by 
the Communists, what with the continual 
open betrayals of 'heir leaders. I am 
doing my best to win them over to the 
C. P. Q. or at least to mmke them friend- 
ly to ".he party. 

I hope I'll he able to do some good 
work here before I get bounced, but 
then' of course. I am going to devote 
myself entirely io Opposition work' I 
hope th.* things will start rolling onr 
way soon and that the proletariat will 
come out as the victor. We've got some 
tough work ahead of us for f.;he next 
few weeks and months. 

—BILL (V. B.) 

Comrade V. B. is a German worker 
and a member of the Communist 
League of America (Opposition), ac- 
tive in New York before leaving for 
Germany several months ago. We 
hope to. bring more correspondences 
from him— written on the field "* 
action— in coming issues. — Ed. 
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A STATEMENT OF THE MARINE 
WORKERS' DEFENSE COMMITTEE 

0> 



(Continud from page 1) 
tion, party, group and tendency to parti- 
cipate in the common work on an e«jual 
basis. The committee now contains re- 
presenteatlves ot two Communist group, 
the C. P. I'. A., the I. W. W., the Young 
People's Socialist Lcaaue, trade unions. 
Anarchist groups and other organiza- 
tions" The I- L. D' and *"» Communist 
Pafl'y are absent only because Ihey re- 
fused specific and repeated invitations to 
participate. 

That record alone, made In the face 
of many difficulties in a few weeks' time' 
could stand as a refusion of any attack 
against the committee. But there Is one 
more accomplishment, and the most irii- 
portan. . one of all : The Marine Workers 
Defense Committee established the fact 
that no worker' no matter how obscure 
he may be, who falls into the hands of 
the cut ss . enemy shall be deserted and 
left without means of defense: Those 
who try to infringe title principle and 
deny assistance to a persecuted worker 
— as the Communist party and the I. 1/ 
D. did in this case— will And a defense 
movement arising, spontaneously without 
them. This is the greatest significance 
of the work of the present committee 
and its strongest Appeal to the honest 
workers of ail organisations' 

HOW THE DISRUPPTEBS ACTED AT 
THE TIME OF THE ARREST 

When the Daily Worker comes forward 
In its issue of January 23th with the 
statement that the defense committee has 
a policy of "betrayal of the class strug- 
gle and of the defendants particularly" 
It invokes a reminder of its own policy 
and conduct, and &hat of the I. L. D* in 
the case. Tiie people who now proclaim 
themselves the only champions of the de- 
fendants, who offer to "defend" them 
even again4 ' their own committee' spoke 
in a slightly different manner in the 
days following the arrest — when Soder- 
berg, Bunker and Trajer were helpless 
in the hands of the police' without Influ- 
ential friends' money, attorneys or any 
means of defense.. Here is what the 
Dally Worker wrote on November ISth. 
two days after the arrest: 

"Soderberg, secretary of the Tidewater 
Boatmen's Union, whom the capitalist 
press calls a "Red', was expelled from 
the Communist party for being a sus- 
picious element and also from the Mar- 
ine Workers Industrial Union for dis- 
ruptive and anti-working activites. Tra- 
jer, Reilly, and Bunker were expelled 
from the Marine Workers Inilnstrial Un- 
ion as bad elements." At the same time 
the Young Worker stated: "Soderberg 
1b a stool pigeon." 

Then, when personal friends of the ac- 
cused men went to the I' L. D' for aid, 
It was refused. The I. L. D. refused to 
have anything to do with the "rene- 
gades?, the "suspicious ele'men, s", the 
"stool pigeon", the people who had been, 
'expelled from the Communist party". 
And from Nov. 18th until Jan. 2T.th, the 
Daily Worker never mentioned the case 
by a single word' B ; requires a supreme 
cynicism aitd an unbounded contempt 
for the Intelligence of the workers for 
those who made such a record In the 
-case '.'o come now' two and one-half 
months later, on the very eve of the 
trial' and pose as the only real friends 
of the prisoners' They come, too late!. 
THE UNITED FRONT POLICY OF 
THE DEFENSE COMMITTER 

The Marine Workers Defense Com- 
mittee was formed only &t er the I. I*. 
D. and all other defeuse agencies had 
recused or failed to intervene' Jt was 
formed flt the express written request of 
ail .fliree defendants who hnd no other 
means of defense and nowhere else to 
turn. The first nucleus of the commit- 
tee, at Its first meeting, adopted a pol- 
icy of tinted front and invited all ele- 
ments In the labor moevraent to Join and 
cooperate. In Its broadcasted statement 
on the case, published in various papers 
and In leufle, form, it stated: "It is the 
aim of the committee to broaden its mem- 
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ing committed specific crimes which 
carry a penalty on conviction of as much 
as for.y years la prison, with an agent 
provocateur and perjured evidence to com- 
bat which requires the moat thorough ami 
skillful legal preparation—one must be 
appalled at such a criminal maneuver. TV 
propose the discharge of able counsel' 
.thoroughly famiiiur with the case and 
prepared by weeks of patient work to 
conduct the trial, and substitute new 
lawyers whose specialty is minor cases 
in the Magls.irates' Court— is that not 
playing with the lives of men? Is it any 
wonder that the prisoners' who would be 
glad I. o have the!" help if it were given 
in good faith, recoiled again*! this in- 
famous proposal with the bitterest in- 
dignation and refused to talk with titem 
any lurcher? 

It was in answer to these machinations 
that all three defendants sent their tele- 
gram o the mass meeting and declared: 
"We reaffirm our fullest and unswerving 
confidence in the committee handling our 
defense and appeal to all workers every- 
where l.'o ghe the commute its fullest 
cooperation and assistance". On the 
basis of that express declaration of the 
prisoners themselevcs, which Is only a, 
restatement of whit..' they have said on 
every occasion when the matter was 
called into question, the defense commit- 
tee resolves i,» continue its work and 
calls on the I' L. D. to cease its disrup- 
tion. 



THE FRAUDULENT ISSUE OF 
"CLASS STRUGGLE DEFENSE" 



Condemned by their record in the case 
from its inception, their dishonest man- 
euvers repulsed by .he prisoners, and 
their own rank and file members pro- 
testing against their policy— the disrup- 
ters seek to justify themseleves with a 
final argument- They want "all workers 
and workers' organizations to fight this 
case along class lines, along the lines of 
mass defense". This argument against 
the Defense Committee Is Jus;.- as false, 
jus; as dishonest, as nil they have said 
and done in the case' The Defense 
Committee has worked from the be^in 
ning .fo convince the workers that this 
case Is an issue of the class struggle, and 
by no means an ordinary criminal case. 
Its Chief activity has been to organize 
the united front of labor to prates'. 
against the frame-up and defeat It It 
was for this aim .hat the cooperation of 
the I. L. D. was requested in written 
form three different times. But instead 
of cooperation .» build a united mass 
movement of the workers' the I' L. D. of- 
fered unqualified lawyers to replace the 
counsel already retained. At the eleventh 
hour they promise a workers' mass move- 
metj, and begin with an attempt to dis- 
rupt the movement that has already been 
organized while they kept silent" Their 
own statement la .'he Daily Worker 
testifies to the effectiveness of this move- 
ment. When they say in this SMitement 
that the " Internationa I Labor Defense 
considers this case as a direct attack up- 
on the workers in the marine Industry" 
they are only repeating what they learn- 
ed from tihe publcity material of the 
Defense Committee. What they have yet 
to learn Is that all workers have a com- 
mon interest in repulsing flte attack and 
that they must fight unitedly to that end. 
The Defense Commijtee appeals to the 
honest workers of all sections of the. la- 
bor movement to join and support this 
united fight and condemn, the atempts 
to disrupt it. If Soderberg' Bunker and 
Trajer do not stand alone before the 
court, as ..hey stood In the first days 
after their arrest, it is 'due to the prin- 
ciple of labor solidarity which called the 
Defense Committee i«Jo existence. Labor 
solidarity is the best, and— in the final 
analysis— the only real defense of per- 
secuted workers who foil Into the hands 
Of the class enemy. Those who viol*e 
this principle, who put narrow factional 
interests above it, who seek to disrupt 
the movame$; organized on that basis, 
are acting against the interests of the 



bership to include re presentn ttves of all [class. A defeat of these disrupters will 
tendencies lit the Inbor movement". Oni ]«• n vf«'ory for the class and for all 
.Tint line It sent invitations to the Com- 
munist party and the I'. L. D. On Dec- 



ember 5th, on Decamebr 18th, and again 
on December 28th, it addressed letters 
to the I. L. D. asking for cooperation 
in the struggle to arouse the whole iabor 
movement for n united fight. All these 
bivitrt.Ions were ignored. The request 
for a speaker to repesent the I. L. D' at 
the public mass meeting was unanswered. 

THE ATTEMPT TO DISRUPT 
THE LEGAL DEFENSE ON THE 
EVE OF THE TRIAL 

Rejecting nil appeals to help In t ce 
organization of .the workers' solidarity 
movement,, the I. L. D. resorted to an 
Insidious campaign, through its lawyers, 
to demoralize the prisoners and induce 
them to change counsel S ! the last mo- 
ment' Taking advantage of statements 
of the prisoners that they waited the 
help of the I' L. D. as well as that of 
all other organizations— which was like? 
wise the policy of the comm* tee — the 
I. L. D. lawyers tried by every means to 
induce the prisoners to sign a statement 
repudiating their defense commi; tee and 
the legal counsel employed by it and to 
turn the case over to them. 

When the nature and seriousness of '.he 
charges agahst the marine workers is 
taken Into consideration— charges of hav- 



class war prisoners, now and In the fu- 
ture. 

Build a stronger movement of work- 
ers solidarity for the imprisoned mar- 
ine workers! 

Defend all class war prisoners regard 
less of their views or affiliations! 

Collect funds :p help the defense of 
Soderberg, Bunker and Trajer" 

M,\ KINK WORKERS DEFENSE 
COMMITTEE 
82 East 10th St*, 
New York City 

a a a a o a a'trmnnro ytrtrsT!tvwirswr 

=DANCE= 

For the Benefit of the Imprisoned 

Marble Workers 

Bunker — Souerberg —Trajer 

at the 

STUYVESANT- CASINO 

Second ■ Avenue and Otto St. 

Friday Evening, February 13th. 

Auspices of the 

Marine Workers Defense Committee 

Sh»w your solidarity with these victim 

of the frame-up system. Come 

and bring pour friends. 

ADMISSION: 35 Cents 



(Continud from page 1) 
three billion wouid have to stand a loss 
»f approximately 42%; :w and one half 
billion' losses of 1&<&. The merchant 
and worker unable to pay the hi^h rents 
of 1028 and 1929, the real estate owner 
unable to pay the Interest on .he mort- 
gage and the same with the farmer; the 
bank unable i o pay Its depositors. This 
is the picture presented. 

In the field of railroad bonds the sit- 
uation is- exactly as serious. More ,hnn 
70% of all railroad bonds ore held by 
banking and similar institutions' The 
severe decline In the net Income of rail- 
roads, dropping from $1,284,000,000 in 
1920' to the low of ?534,000,000 for 1931, 
brought aboSA a consequent decline in the 
railroad bondB. In 1931 alone' to say 
nothing of the sharp decline of the last 
few months of 1930, railroad bonds have 
experienced a decline ot 23 to iiO per- 
cent. Of course there are various re- 
medies, hat are being experimented with 
now, to increase railroad Income. Name- 
ly: the rate Increase recently granted, 
will succeed In bringing in an additional 
profit of 5100,000,000;*.he second, if put 
Into reality, another $200'000'000 ; while 
the amount of bond interest not being 
earned now is estimated at $70,000,000" 
The holder ot railroad bonds and secur- 
ities might put much hope In these pro- 
spective Increases, were it not for the 
realisation .bat very little replacing of 
flied capital, very little of necessary re- 
pairs to locomotives amd cars has been 
done during the past year. Were the ac- 
tual balance she«t' to be drawn, it would 
be much worse than it now appears ; for 
money that should have been used for 
replacement purposes, has been used for 
dividend purposes to the stock and bond 
holders. The proposed swings of $300'- 
OOO'OOO Is already being balanced against 
replacement of worn equipment. Only 
a substantial increase in the total haul- 
age of the railroad of the country can 
return to iMiem a portion of tihe income 
of the prosperity days' This Increase in 
haulage is dependent upon a general Im- 
provement on the business situation as a 
whole. 

The third unstable factor is the de- 
faulting on both the European and She 
Latin-American markets. The vastness 
of this item 1 ! is Impossible to deter- 
mine, but when we consider the countries 
defaulting— countries in which the Am- 
erican banker has been investing his 
funds for the pa«' decade, an inkling 
of the size of the canvas can be obtained. 
In a recent statement ot the Chase Na- 
.lonal Bank, it was pointed out that 
approximately 3 1-2% of tlte ictal re- 
sources of .toe bank consisted of German 
credits (with Germany on the verge of 
defaulting). Adding to the aliove the 
loans to the S. A. and European defaulT- 
ing countries, brings the total to a far 
from negligible item on the asset sheet. 
A general all-around, world wide re- 
fusal to pay, as seems to be imminent, 
would seriously impair the condition of 
the American banking Instil ittions' 

The above are ' the conditions that 
the creation of the Iteconstrud ion Fin- 
ance Corp. is to remedy. Even the lead- 
ing financiers of the country are very 
Bkeptical as ..o its value, "Sixty billion 
dollars In values lost during the past 
three years cannot be repaid by two bil- 
lon." The Annalist of January 15, 1932 
uses the phrase "There Is no real rem- 
edy for this deprecW.lon in security 
value, except the restoration of earning 
power'" In referring to the recent 
measure they say, "the business depres- 
sion canno: be cured by such measures." 
Recognizing the truth of the above state- 
ments, on# must search elsewhere for the 
explanation of .he creation of this pre- 
sent Corporation. 
A DOLE FOB BANKERS- 
STARVATION FOR WORKERS 

The bill has been described as a "two 
billion dollar bill to relieve bankers' 
mistakes." The explanation of the above 
is easily seen by a careful reading of 
the ^measure as passed. The initial eap- 
t al is to consist of $500,000,000: the re- 
maining 1 1-2 billion is to be made up 
through the sale of bonds, but and this 
is the all inclusive but, "the said obliga- 
tions are to be fully and uncondition- 
ally guaranteed as to interest and prin- 
ciple by the United States," by -he gov- 
ernment. In oner words' .the U" S. gov- 
ernment has agreed to buy two billion 
dollars worth of depreciaJed and worth- 
less paper from the, banks and railroads' 
■The proper title for the measure should 
have been "The Bank iSubsldy Bill of 
1932". 

All this by itself is nothing" new. Big 
business repeatedly alempts to secure 
the aid of the class as a whole for its 
own particular enterprises. The whole 
campaign to dump the reparations li'o 
the Atlantic revolves around the question 
of aid by the capitalis;' government to 
a particular group' the bankers. The 
present plan has exactly a similar char- 
acter. 

The iatest patch has been applied >Io 
our industrial and financial system* Two 
billion dollars have been "diverted from 
the taxes to aid the bankers and rail- 
roaders in :hetr present "sore plight' 
Although the measure may haTe a tem- 
porary effect, "tbere Is obviously bo real 
remedy for this depreciation in. security 
values except the re* oration of earning 
power'" The trend out of the present 
crisis must occur in the industrial field, 
In the field of manufa* ure. .Without a 
pick-tip for Industry as a whole one can 
expect to begin hearing before long ot a 



Spain's Bourgeoisie on the Offensive 



This is the second of a series of 
articles on the situation in Spain by 
comrade Max Shachtman who re- 
cently returned from an extended 
visit to such centers as Madrid and 
Barcelona.— Ed. 

Have .he workers gained politically 
from the establishment of the Republic- 
an-Socialist coalition government which 
came into power after the oven brow ot 
the monarchy last April? What rights 
have they been accorded? To what ex- 
tent do these "rights" conform with the 
high-sounding *phrase "the democratic 
republic of all the workers" which the 
socialists had incorporated into the 
fundamental law of the land? 

An Atmosphere of Suppression 

The visitor to iSpnin is Immediately 
Impressed with the fact that the mosi 
rigid control is exercized by the police 
author* los not only over foreigners but 
even more so over the native born. Spain 
Is the only country on the continent, ex 
cept Fascist Italy, known to this writer 
where there Is a passport or document 
ary examination in the course of a trip 
lu the interior of the country. Passport 
control at frontier countries is a matter 
of course everywhere, but in Spain the 
traveller who makes a trip from one in- 
terior city to another has an official go- 
ing down the length of the railway car- 
riage demanding his documents. We 
travelled with one of .he comrades from 
Madrid to Barcelona, two cities well 
within the frontiers of the country, bu, 
we had scarcely got under way when a 
police official, nccompanied as usual by 
the evil-looking Civil Guards, approach- 
ed us and asked for our documents. My 
comrade's revolutionary 'notorle. v", (he 
has been arrested 29 times now!), gained 
us both the dubious honor of being ac- 
companied all during the voyage by the 
agent, who kept pacing in fronf of our 
compartment till we reached Barcelona, 
casting the most suspicious glances at us 
all the while as 'hough to prevent us 
from making the slightest move to dis- 
turb the law and order of the country 
from the vai( age point of a train car. 
While representatives of the most reac- 
tionary section of the foreign bourge 



General of Security (roughly, the equi- 
valent of our police chiefs), or to the 
governor of the province, and if that 
worthy grants the required permission, 
a formal meeting is called eight days 
later a which the organization is for- 
mally constituted. At this meeting, two 
police officials must bo present for *ihc 
purpose ot supervising the procedure 
and taking notes for their reports to their 
superiors. II the me* Ing formally ap- 
proves the deposed statutes and the of- 
ficials of the organization are elected, 
a report is '.hen turned In fo the "Seg- 
uridad", together with the names and re- 
cords of every officer, and then — only 
then— Is the organization "legal"; 'we 
hasten l .o add, providing all of this has 
been approved by the authorities. Rvery 
meeting, regardless of whether it is a 
public mass meeting or a closed business 
.meeting of an organization, mus, receive 
the O. K. of the authorities before it 
can be held. A local trade union can- 
not call Its own members \ogether to 
discuss its Internal affairs without per- 
mission from the "Seguridad" which also 
has the right {and exercizes It) to send 
a detective and a uniformed policeman 
to attend the meeting for supervisory 
purposes and :o make a report. Even 
the Soeiulist party, which has scores ot 
representatives in the Cortes and three 
ministers in the cabin<4 , must apply for 
permission to hold a public or private 
meeting and have them attended by 
police! A re»»tlur branch meeting ot 
tlie'Madrld local of«.he Opposition which 
I attended was also graced by two plain 
clothes .man, who made no sccert of their 
business, listened to the proceedings wi.h 
great attention and made copious notes. 
At. both ends of .he street on which the 
meeting place was located, were station- 
ed four Civil Guards and two regular 
police— <tutt* an escort of honor for the 
business mee Ing of the Madrid Opposi- 
tion! The Russian Okhrnna could do no 
better. 

We have. already had occasion to write 
about the Spanish court system in re- 
lation '.o workers. The abominations of 
"governmental detention", despised bo 
heartily under I'rlmo, are carried over 
today into the republic without .he slight- 



oisle receive 'the undisturbed hospf alltyj est change* And carried over mostly un- 
ot the government, foreign Communists) der the regime of the very men who ful- 
have not only been arrested, but, as inj initiated so vtolen.Iy against. the system 
the case of some Communist members of when the dictatorship applied it. The 



ihe French Chamber of Deputies who 
came to Spain, have been transported 
to the border of Spain for deportation. 
Under Primo de Rivera, practically 
every labor organization, regardless of 
its form or n« ivlty, was suppressed or 
declared Illegal. The only exception to 
this rule was the Socialist party and its 
organizations, for the simple reason :hat 
the sanguinary dlctatorhlp enjoyed the 
collaboration of no less a personage than 
Largo Caballero, party leader, secretary 
of Ihe socialist trade union center, and 
councillor ot State under the monarchy. 
The advent of the republic has not 
brought about any appreciable change 
In this respect. Thav labor organiza- 
tions exist at all as yet Is due solely to 
the fact that :he bourgeoisie, In forsak 
Ing the monarchy, was compeleed to give 
a formal recognition to the militari la- 
bor organizations which had broken 
through the dictatorial repressions «f 
Primo and of Berenguer in the months 
before the fall of the latter. But now 
the rigS s which the working class and 
peasantry gained for themselves by sheer 
force in the early moments of the repub- 
lic are being cynically abolished by a 
r actlonnry bourgeoisie in power which 
is taking no chances on allowing the 
workers the democrU ic political rights 
which were originally promised them. 
LegalfclnB An Organization 
Under the republic today, all organiza- 
tions, whether trade unions, political 
parf.ies,chess clubs, sports associations' or 
sewing circles, must "legalize" them- 
selves If they have 19 members or more. 
The statutes of >.he organization must be 
presented in advance to the Director- 



new scheme to restore confidence and re- 
turn prosperity. 

To the millions of unemployed work- 
ers, the government' refuses the slight- 
est aid. But to the financial oligarchy 
It is prepared to lend its entire mach- 
inery. As the ami -jester of American 
capitalism, WIN Rogers, intimates: The 
government Is always ready to help those 
who do not need it— those who do, 'he 
working class, will have to wrench it 
from them in the comse of the struggle 
against capitalism, for its eventual over- 
throw. 

— H. STONE. 



outstanding example is Galarza, the Dir- 
ector-General of Security In Madrid; 
o hers, like Azana, the president, Prleto, 
the socialist minister, Domingo, "the 
man to the Left of the I>ft", could also 
l>e mentioned. Workers may (and are) 
still be arrested without charges placed 
against them. They can be held without 
either charges or being brought to trial. 
They can be kept in prison for years 
witho*. "dtfe process of law".— That Is 
the system of • 'governmental detention". 
Just as the workers have not gained 
the real righ: to organization so' little 
have they gained the right to strike. In 
1920, Primo created the socalled "comttes 
paritartos", or par'y committees, whieh 
were composed of one representative of 
the workers, one of the employers and the 
"impartial" government chairman — com- 
pulsory for every Industry. This scoun- 
drelly law was elaborated and approved 
by his councillor ot <ate, Caballero. and 
only the socialist nnions (U. G. T.) and 
the Catholic unions approved it; the 
anarcho-syndicalist C. N. T. would have 
no part of it. These "parity commt- 
tees", which virtually crippled the right 
to strike, are still In force loday, at 
least to the extent that the workers re- 
cognize .them. 

The Government and Strikes 
When the workers go out on strike in 
spite of the* strangulating class colla- 
boration comml tees, they meet with the 
violent, organized opposition of the 
government. The same people who today 
occupy some of the most important posts 
in the state once did all they could to 
foment s rlkes and disturbances under 
the monarchy; today they drown them 
in blood It necessary. During the fam- 
ous national telephone strike ot more 
than six mo* hs ago, directed at the 
American trust which holds the mono- 



poly, the government and Its Civil Guard 
were to be found exclusively on the side 
of the employers. In Madrid, ':he tele- 
phone exchange was completely occupied 
by the Civil Guard. Each scab repair- 
man who went out, was accompanied on 
the truck by four Civil Guards, armed 
to the te* h and ready" for business. The 
same story can be told about any other 
strike. Nor do they stop * 'giving pro- 
tection" to scabs. The Instances are 
piling lip when the Civil Uuard has fired 
point blank at s. rikers, killing and 
wounding men and women and even lit- 
tle kids. 

Now, with the adoption of the "Law 
for the Defense of the Itepubllc", ihe 
situation become worse. Merely to quote 
from Its provisions will give an Idea of 
how the shades of Bismarck and the 
Russian Czars must envy -;he reaction- 
Ism of their successors. The following 
are considered aB "acts of aggression 
n gainst the Republic and as such liable 
to the present law": 

"4. The Indirect provocation or .he 
Incltatlon to commit acts of violence 
against persons, things or property for 
religious, poli.ical or social motives. 

"5. Every word or gesture of contempt 
Tor Institutions or organizations of the 
state. 

"0. H rikes not announced eight 
days in advance, unless there exist other 
Intervals designated lit the special law; 
strikes launched for motives other than 
questions of work and those not having 
been preceded bv arbitration or concilia- 
tion." 

Punishment is Indicated in the second 
article: "The direct authors of the acts 
enumerated In paragraphs 1 to 10 of the 
preceding article, .as well as those who 
will have Inched them to commit them, 
may be deported or bnnlsed for a per- 
iod no greater than that of the validity 
of this law, or have imposed upon them 
a fine up to the maximum of 10,000 
pesetas." 

A Dictatorial Power 

In the third at icle, we read that "The 
Minister of the Interior has the power 
to: 1. Prohibit public meetings or mani- 
festations of a political, religious or soc- 
ial character when, by reason ot cir- 
cumstances. It may be assumed tha their 
unfoldment may disturb the poibllc pence. 
2. Dissolve centers or assoclatolns con- 
sidered as inciting to the realization ot 
the nets enumerated id article 1 of '.his 
law." And article four Informs us that 
the application of the law Is confided ex- 
clusively into the hands ot the Minister 
of the Interior. 

The resnl s ot the application of such 
a monstrous' piece of ultra-reactionary 
legislation may well be Imagined. The 
reactions of the workers and peasants 
to the law, of the workers and peasants 
who retained so many of their Illusions 
In the "republicanism" of the bourge- 
oisie, ure increasingly satisfactory from 
the revolutionary point of view. The 
bourgeoisie, by the adoption of this law 
and by its subsequent application, is 
manifestly on the offensive. It is aim- 
ing at the complete suppression of any 
Independent working class movement, ot 
reducing the proletarian and peasant 
morements to the subterranean, illegal 
level to which it was depressed under 
the rule of Alphonso and Primo de Riv- 
era. 

Even before this law — voted by the 
socialists and Catalonlans as well as by 
the bourgeois parties! — but especially 
after it, the /repression has been accen- 
tuated. Scores, perhaps hundreds of Com- 
munists, are In prison now. When I was 
in Barcelona, the editor ot the C. N. T. 
dally paper, Saiidarld Obrera, the an- 
archist Felipe Alaiz, told me that In 
Barcelona alone there were more than 
200 members of the C. N. T. imprisoned, 
and more than 1,000 throughout Spain. 
The number has undoubtedly Increased 
since then, especially after the recent rev- 
olutionary events. 

—MAX SHACH^TMAN. 

The third article will deal with 
the Socialists and the question of a 
Socialist government in Spain — Ed. 
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Resolution oF Marxian Y. C 

Tlte resolution below was passed 
tinnnliuously at the Marxian Youth 
Club, on Sunday January SI. The 

reason for Its Issuance Is evident from 
its conte* fe.— Ed. 

1" The Marxian Youth Club has re- 
ceived a letter from Wefsbord making 
accusations against one of the former 
members of his organization who is now 
a member of the club. 

2* In view of the fact'ihnt Welsbord 
has taken his case a&lust this worker to 
the capitalist court, we consider it be- 
neath the dignity of a workers' organiza- 
tion to consider the charges at the same 
time they are pending ^fcere. 

3. We condemn this appeal to the 
cai<altst courts as a violation of the 
ethics of the labor movement and- as a 
far greater offense even than the one 
charged against the worker in question. 

We demand that Weisbord -withdraw 
his case from :he capitalist court, Only 
by that can he (iain the right to appeal 
to any workers' organization. When that 
Is done, the Marxian Youth Club will 
consider the accusations and pass Judg- 
ment' on them. 

—MARXIAN YOUTH CLUB' 



CORRECTION 

In the nr, icle by comrade Maurice 
Spector on Rosa Luxemburg, whieh ap- 
peared in the Militant of January 23, 
several unfortunate mistakes crept imo 
the proof, which require rectification. 

in the paragraph beginning with "The 
response of Rosa ... ", fhe sentence 
reading "When the character of the Rus- 
sian revolution was debated at the Lon- 
don (1007) Congress ot the Russian 
social democracy and Lenin defended the 
position of the Mensheviks (!), Rosa 
Luxemburg along with Lenin represented 
the viewpoint of the Bolsheviks . . . " 
should, ot course, read: "... and Plec- 
hanov defended ;he position ot the Men- 
sheviks, etc." 

The sentence at the beginning of the 
last paragraph, should read: "German 
menshevlsm and the bourgeoisie had 
triumphed", not "has triumphed". — Ed. 
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N. y. Dressmakers Strike 

♦ 

Workers Unity against the Common Enemy Imperative 



In the New York dressmakers strike, 
now on, the crucial Issue is that of work- 
ins class unity. But It wdll be uttalned 
only with a policy baaed upon that ob- 
jective. And so far the exact opposite 
la the case. 

Every working class action constitutes 
part of the historical laboratory testing 
the program and policies of the revolu- 
tionary party. No evasion of fundament- 
al duties, no emasculation or counter- 
feit for these duties, however cleverly 
proposed, can circumvent this teat. • Its 
results will only be new confusion and 
strengthening of the enemy's hands. That 
completely holds true also in this in- 
stance In the needle trades market. 

How do matters stand in this strike? 
Last Monday the Left wing, the Needle 
Trades Workers Industrial Union, issued 
the call. Obviously that was in accord 
with the policy of the official Communist 
party leadership which controls the un- 
ion. For some time the union under 
Right wing control, the International 
Ladies Garment Workers, has been pre- 
paring for a strike and has made such 
a decision with the actual date not yet 
set. This decision, of course, Is the dir- 
ect result of pressure from the rank 
and flle leadership. In the center of the 
demands of all workers stands the abo- 
lition of the sweatshop, improvements 
of the standard of living, enforcement of 
the reduced work week, and insurance 
for the unemployed. These demand* are 
made by the workers upon their com- 
mon enemy. 

The condition of two unions existing 
within the needle trades is not one or- 
iginating today and cannot be changed 
at will. To that extent the workers are 
naturally and of necessity divided. But 
!t Is precisely because of this condition 
that the problem of working class unity 
has become the crucial issue. For this 
reason the only policy of the revolution- 
ary party which can stand the test in 
this situation 1s the one which is founded 
upon the united, front of all workers 
involved in the conflict. This policy, 
which. In other words, Is a fundamental 
duty of the revolutionary party, the 
Stalinist leadership has constantly ev- 
aded. It has constantly followed the 
opposite direction. It has pursued ft 
course which culminated iu a complete 
emasculation of the united front policy. 
In the establishment of a counterfeit^- 
the socalled United Front Committee— 
which does not at all proceed from the 
two unions as Its base. It does not pro- 
vide a bridge for unity In strike action 
of the two unions but rather a preven- 
tative. Therefore It must be said unequi- 
vocally that in the crucial issue of work- 
ing class unity, the policy of the official 
party leadership completely fails the 

test. 

There need be no illusion, of the strike 
intentions of the Bight wing union lead- 
ership. They have gone as far as they 
have only under pressure from below. All 
past experiences prove its treacherous 
role and fully justify the most severe 
indictment. It would be foolish to expect 
it to have reformed, today. Within this 
union, the Lovestone group occupies a 
peculiar position, though one quite in 
accord with its general orientation. Does 
this group now demand from the I. L. 
G. W, that It immediately decide upon 
the strike date In common cause with 
the workers of the Industrial union who 
are already out? Do they take up the 
figfat for a united front of all the dress- 
makers within that union? There is no 
evidence of either. Despite all of their 
clamor of participating now in a progres- 
sive movement the fundamental fact re- 
mains that when they unconditionally re- 
turned to the folds of the Right wing 
controlled union, they deserted the Left 
wing and all it stands for. 

It is a well known fact that the Right 
wing leadership have with every possi- 
ble means resisted all efforts for a work- 
ers' united front- That they will con- 
tinue to do so need not be doubted tor 
one moment. But their views and pol- 
icies are not determined, by the revolu- 
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tionary party, nor is It responsible for 
them. Its responsibility rests exclus- 
ively with Its own policies for which it 
must render an account to the working 
class as a whole. 

It is true that the official party leader- 
ship has made progress from its one 
time position of the industrial union 
members staying at work while the mem- 
bers of the I. L. G..W. were out on the 
streets. But this progress Is miserably 
small and far from sufficient in the pre- 
sent much more exacting situation. The 
requirements are much greater than that. 
The rank and file pressure for struggle 
has vastly Increased. So much so that 
the Right wing officials are compelled 
to heed their demands. 

But let us again recall the exact situa- 
tion today. The workers of both unions 
are In a direct conflict with the common 
class enemy. It represents the Imme- 
diately threatening danger. Its defeat 
Is the common objective. Can that be ac- 
complished separately at all, or are the 
possibilities better when united? Cer- 
tainly the latter. Could the two unions, 
one following a Left wing policy, the 
other a Right wing policy, be complete- 
ly united at once? Hardly. That will 
most likely proceed through several con- 
flicts. But for the common strike objec- 
tives, for a practically Identical set of 
demands and for the defeat of a common 
enemy, a united front could and should 
be established. There will be objectors, 
saying: the Right wing leadership are 
the out and out emissaries of capitalism. 
To this we answer: that Is completely 
true, but how can these emissaries be 
defeated except by the unity of the 
workers. In a united front, the Left 
wing would, of course, not for one mln 
ute cease Its criticism of nor Its fight 
against these Right wing capitalist 
flunkies. 

If the Communists should not endeavor 
to unite workers who should? Does a 
call upon those workers In the I. L. G. 
W. to leave their established union 
bring unity? No, experience has shown 
that this Is not the way. Another course 
must be found and the direction for that 
course is clearly indicated. 

By far the largest section of the or- 
ganized dressmakers are in the I. L. G. 
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W. The'N. T. ,W: I. U. is a minority; 
but the Left wing spirit Is by no means 
crushed within the former. Yet it is a 
matter of two distinct organizations; two 
movements. In this situation, the party 
leadership can square its responsibility 
to the working class only by sincerely 
and genuinely fighting for a united front 
on the common strike objectives. A uni- 
ted front from organization to organiza- 
tion, from movement to movement. Con- 
cretely, It would mean to light for a 
joint strike ; for a joint strike leadership 
to jointly work out the demands for set- 
tlements. The party leadereship should 
tell the workers in the shops who belong 
to the I. L. G. W. not to leave their 
organization, not to forsake it for a 
counterfeit Institution but to fight with- 
in for a united front Undoubtedly, it 
would produce a powerful and favorable 
echo. This Is the way to defeat those 
who have designs of betrayal. Incident- 
ally It will also be the way to re-estab- 
lish the seriously damaged prestige of 
the Left wing. 

This poHcy, the Deft Opposition has 
repeatedly emphasized. It is the policy 
of l*nln. In this decisive monient, in 
the face of a serious conflict, it has be- 
come so much more Imperative. 

We call upon all the dressmakers to 
heed the strike call, as far as the Left 
Opposition members are concerned, they 
will strike with the Left wing. 

—A. S. 



Imperialists Meet at Geneva 

♦ 

FrenchandAmericansWrangleforLeadinStruggleagainstU.S.S.R. 



The imperialists are shuffling their 
cards once more at Geneva. Despite ail 
the bourgeois press comment- to the 
contrary, it appears, nevertheless, that 
the French proposals are the real 
trump. Wall Street statesmanship has 
always been known for its "paei fistic", 
for its "democratic" gestures. At the 
disarmament conference now In session, 
it runs true to form. The antipathy 
of the American delegation to the Tard- 
ieu offer Is easily understood in this 
light. 

In the general comment on the pre- 
sentation of France's delegate, a great 
deal of attention was devoted to the 
complications in the problems of "east- 
ern Europe". And it is not idle talk, 
as the bourgeois press feigns to believe, 
to say that the French proposals are 
directed to the first instance against the 
Soviet government and against an event- 
ual upheaval of the German workers. 
One needs only to bear In mind the 
French applause of the Japanese actions 
in Northern Manchuria, the various dip- 
lomatic plots sponsored and initiated by 
Paris, to realize this. 

It is not at all surprising to find Wall 
Street and American imperialism op- 
posed to the French plans. An "Inter- 
national police force" under the con- 
trol of the League of Nations, would in- 
evitably have to act under the hege- 
mony of Gallic imperialism. The French 
army is the strongest and best equipped 
military force in capitalist Europe. 
France is, of late, one of America's most 
powerful rivals. Wall Street can have 
no interest whatsoever In a compact 
European army under French direction. 
The same holds true for Great Britain, 
especially If we consider the recent fin- 
ancial obligations of that government 
to the United States bankers. 
COMMON ACTION 
AMONG IMPERIALISTS 

However, while we are disinclined to 
schematically outline a united imperialist 
rront in advance, as the Stalinists do, it 
does remain important to point out. the 
possibilities of common action among the 
robber governments in the event of a 
war against the European worfclng class, 
. While the Americans have not concealed 



their discomfort and vexation In the face 
of Tardleu's proposals, the head of the 
Washlntgon delegation, Ambassador Gib- 
son, does find It possible to say in its 
name that It "is perpared to consider 
any form of military limitation and re- 
duction which promisee real progress to- 
ward a feeling of international security, 
protection against surprise", etc. It fs 
clear that this statement Is a reservation 
on the part of the Hoover regime with 
regard to the French proposals. And it 
will be remembered that the United 
States imperialists once before joined 
the European vultures In an attack on 
the U. S. S. R. That was in 1&19, al- 
though the "Polar Bear" division of 
Wilson's troops was aent to Vladivostok 
without any definite Instructions to co- 
operate with the other Western powers. 
One could hardly expect less from Hoover 
than from Wilson. 

In liberal bourgeois circles, It is being 
said rather apathetically, that (he cur- 
rent Geneva Conference will be the last 
before the next war. And, In view of the 
developments in the Far East and in 
central Europe It must be admitted that 
there is a great deal of txuth In the con- 
tention. The Japanese in the Orient, who 
can hardly afford the all too costly ex- 
tension of their Chinese looting expedi- 
tion,, proposed to the other powers, the 
demilitarization of the main Chinese 
ports, or In other words, a repartltlon- 
Ing of China. The Americans naturally 
find this Japanese design unacceptable. 
What they need most is a centralized 
China, to serve as a reliable market for 
the inflated American industries. All 
indications point, however, to some sort 



of an agreement, between Tokto and 
Washington, on the one hand, and be- 
tween Washington and the Qua! d'Orsay, 
on the other. 

It Is quite indisputable that the most 
serious danger at present Is that of a 
war against the working class of Ger- 
many and against the Soviet Union, As 
the political crisis develops, the oppres- 
sed masses of the Asian continent will 
look more and more to the European pro- 
letariat, for succor. Upon the leader- 
ship ot the revolutionary European pro- 
letariat devolves a role of the foremost 
historic and world magnitude. To trifle 
now with a mocking intranslgeance to- 
ward the social democratic workers* or- 
ganizations, to heedlessly overestimate 
the importance of the Red partisan move- 
ment in China, to subordinate every- 
thing today to the needs of the Five 
Year Plan alone, means to head for Ir- 
reparable losses, to drive blindly towards 
an epoch-making defeat. 

The working class of the world must 
be aroused to the danger facing it Only 
International action on Its part can save 
the Soviet Union, can keep the achieve- 
ments of the heroic struggles of the 
Russian workers Intact and carry them 
further, beyond the boundaries of the 
capitalist world To do this, the possi- 
bility must he created to speak to the 
broadest sections of the masses. Every 
"little" mistake, every obstacle lightly 
put in the way of reaching the masses. 
Is bound to prove extremely costly not 
only nationally, but internationally, not 
only for a year, but for a whole epoch. 

— s. a. 



Is Trotsky s Life to be Kept in Danger? 



The Daily Worker of January 8, 1932 
reports a White Guard plot to assassin- 
ate Maxim Lttvinov, Soviet Commissar 
of Foreign Affairs. In addition It quotes 
from a note sent by Krestinsky, acting 
Commissar of Foreign Affairs to Sir Eric 
Drummond, Secretary General of the 
League of Nations, in which it says: 

"Our authorities have learned reliably 
that certain Russian emigres In Paris 
led by Miller, Dragmilov and Shatilov, 
were given orders to make an attempt on 
Lltvinov's life. ..." 

That the White Guards are planning 
to murder a number of Russian revolu- 
tionists has been known for some time. 
The menace is imminent do the most 
direct and immediate sense. Several 
months ago, on October 22, 1931, the 
Rote Fahne, official organ of the Com- 
munist Party of Germany at Berlin, 
first exposed this plot, bringing news at 
the same time of a plan by the White 



Guard emigre. TurknL to murder Leon 
Trotsky, in his place of exile near 
Istambul, Turkey. 

The repoit which has reached the 
Daily Worker omits that part of the 
story printed In the Bote Fahne. We 
want to know, first of all : has the Daily 
Worker done this wilfully, under Instruc- 
tions? Secondly, do Stalin and the Cen- 
trist leadership of the Russian party 
intend to content themselves with mere- 
ly casting off the respnosibility for an 
eventual murder of our comrade by the 
White Guards, as was apparenti from the 
tenor ot the Bote Fahne report? Thirdly, 
will the Stalinist leadership continue to 
sabotage the protection of comrade Trot- 
sky despite the fact that It is tnejr, as 
heads of the Soviet state who have dis- 
covered the plans of the White Guards? 
We demand an answer promptly. 

The organizer of the October victory, 



the first lepder of the Red Army, Leon 
Trotsky, the comrade In arms of Lenin, 
is in danger of losing his life at the 
hands of White Guard murderers! Every 
further attempt to neglect precautionary 
measures against the would-be assassins, 
every attempt of the Stalinists to wash 
their hands of the whole matter will be 
interpreted only as assistance to the 
White Guards, as united action with 
them. The workers of the world will 
understand that full well. 

Let every worker-Communist, every 
sincere revolutionary in the Communist 
Party of the U. S. A., demand an ac- 
counting of the leadership. The ques- 
tion must be posed to them sharply. 
What do they Intend to do with Trot- 
sky? Do they intend to leave him ex- 
posed to the daggers of a White Guard 
assassin? Is Stalin in a united front 
with Tnrkul? 



Philadelphia Oppositionists Sentenced 



Bulletin 



Comrades Bernard Morgenstern and 
Leon Goodman, members of the 
Philadelphia Branch ot the Com- 
munist League of America (Opposi- 
tion) have been sentenced by Judge 
Reed of Philadelphia to ninety days 
impiusonmenfc. They were found 
guilty of violating the notorious 
Flynn Sedition Act of the state of 
Pennsylvania. Comrades Morgenstern 
and Goodman were arrested a year 
ago for distributing leaflets Issued by 
the National Committee of the Com- 
munist League of America (Opposi- 
tion), explaining the eauses of un- 
employment and stating that the 
International proletarian revolution 
alone can bring a real solution to the 
misery called forth by the capitalist 
system. 



proletariat and all the workers with 
them are not to suffer the Inevitably 
harmful consequences. 

Comrades Morgenstern and Goodman 
will serve their term In prison. They 
have been sentenced for distribution of 
leafletc of the Left Opposition emphas- 
izing to the working class that the final 
solution to the unemployment problem. 
can be found only in the proletarian rev- 
olution. For its realization they are 
prepared to light regardless of their 
incarceration in the capitalist bastilles. 

(Further news of the case will be 
fond on page Two). 



The case of Morgenstern and Goodman 
has been most shamefully sabotaged by 
the Stalinist bureaucracy heading the In- 
ternational Labor Defense, who have not 
turned a finger for them and whose 
policy It .has become, to defend only mem- 
bers of the Stalinist faction and not all 
working class prisoners, for which pur- 
opse the I. L. D. was originally found- 
ed. All workers, all revolutionists, all 
Communists must be aroused to this 
fact. The dangerous and criminal sab- 
otaging policy of the Stalinists must be 
stopped, if the staunchest fighters of the 



Help »■■! Id Opposition Press ! 



When we launched our Expansion 
Program about thla time a year ago one 
of the most impor*ant steps contemplated 
was the publication of The Militant as 
a weekly. It became a reality. But a 
serious extension of its circulation still 
remains ahead. Can we now ask the co- 
operation of all our comrades and sup- 
porters to take this up in earnest? We 
propose that all put their shoulder to 
the wheel and make a real effort during 
the coming three months: Marchv April 
and May. This is the time of our re- 
gular subscription drive. 

Our weekly has appeared now without 
fail for some than seven months. Our 
readers, we are sure, fully appreciate 
this accomplishment. But what they 
may not appreciate so well, is the fact 
that it has been running on a mere 
shoe string. 

This, however, has not affected its 
character in the least. On the contrary, 
we feel confident we can also say that 
the weekly appearance has increased its 
theoretical. Its informative and Its fight- 
ing quality. It has become a real source 
of additional strength to the Left Op-j 
position. This is at it should be. The I 



press is the fighting instrument of the 
revolutionary movement. For the Left 
Opposition that holds doubly true. But 
it will only become that fully when It 
reaches to the farthest corners of Its 
field, when It reaches every live, think- 
ing, militant worker. This is what we 
aim to make our Immediate task. 

With our newest addition to come, an- 
nounced in our previous issue, that Is 



The International Communist Review, 

this task should become considerably fac- 
ilitated. First, because It will make 
possible further Improvements of The 
Militant. It wCl become a means of 
seriously broadening its appeal and give 
its character a more popular touch. It 
will enable us to further consolidate 
our position. 

Will our supporters assist us in this 
task? Will they help build the Left Op- 
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position press? We remain confident 
that with this new add! ion we can count 
upon a serious extension of the gener- 
ous support given in the past. We know 
we can count on yet grea er sacrifices 
from our comrades to make this possible. 
But we ask our supporters everywhere 
to begin immediately to show their sym- 
puthy in ad ion. The best form In which 
this can be done Is to forward their con- 
tributions to our office at once. First of 
all the beginning should be made 
by actual building right now. Ex- 
tend the circulation of the Militant. Will 
you, who read his announcement, be- 
come an active participant In a circula- 
tion drive during the three months: 
March, April and May for the Militant 
and for The International Communist 
Review? 

During this period we offer for Mili- 
tant subscriptions the following induce- 
ments : 

One year subscription: '$2.00 — a copy 
of The Strategy of the World Revolution 
(cloth bound) by L. D. Trotsky) 

Six months subscription: $1.00— a copy 
of The Strategy of the World Revolution 
(paper bound) by L. D. Trotsky. 



Com.Glotzer'sNationalTour 

Our second national tour is abou. to 
start. Comrade Albert Glotzer, member 
of the National Committee, Communist 
League of America (Opposition) will 
speak at a series of meetings now being 
arranged throughout the country. Com* 
rad* Glotier has just returned from a visit 
to comrade Trotsky. He spent about 
four weeks discussing with Lenin's clos- 
est co-worker some of the pressing pro- 
blems of the world revolutionary move- 
ment today. 

Comrade Glotzer was also fortunate 
In being able o get a first hand view 
of conditions now existing in Germany, 
England and France. An account of his 
impressions should be of extreme impor- 
tance to American workers, particularly 
In view of coming decisive events In 
Germany. This will naturally be the 
subject of his lectures and contain an 
intimate account of comrade Trotsky's 
views on the threatening Fascist danger 
and the problems of Communism In Eur- 
ope. 

His subject will be. 

WHAT IS EUROPE HEADINO FOR? 

The following la >he schedule for 
Glotzer's tour: 

Boston, Mass February 19 

Montreal, Canada.. February 21 
Toronto, Canada . . February 23—24 

Buffalo, N. Y February 25 

Chicago, 111 February 27—28 

Other dates will follow. 
The meeting for Glotzer In Montreal 
will be held at Universlte Ouvriere, 
85 East Craig St., Sunday evening, Feb. 
21, 1932. 



Three months subscription: $0.60— a 
copy of either one of our 10c pamphlets. 

The International Communist Review 
will appear In 48 pages, bi-monthly 
in the beginning. The price per copy 
will be 15c, subscription will be $1.60 for 
12 issues and $1.00 for 8 Issues. 

There will be no delay in preparations 
for Its appearance. We count similar- 
ly on no delay in your response. Help 
fas build the Left Opposition Press I 
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Pay Reduction in the Building Trades 

A B'ow at the Workers' Standard Throughout AH the Trades 



The wage tut drive in the building in- 
dustry now initiated in several large 
cities simultaneously reveals a concerted 
plan of action, in #he cities of New 
York and Chicago alone the demanded 
20% cut will involve more than 200,000 
workers. But the objective is a far 
greater one. The objective is to strike 
at this section of ''privileged" workers, 
to more effectively pave the way for 
the reduction of the workers' standard 
throughout. A devilishly well fitting 
complement to the much heralded Hoover 
Home Building Program. 

The Building Trades Employers' As- 
sociation hardiy awaited a reply to their 
proposed wage cut, it immediately be- 
came a virtual ultimatum. It was prac- 
tically offered as : "Take it or leave it." 
In this they counted on the effective as- 
sistance of the lashing whip of unem- 
ployment. 

The extent of the increasing tempo of 
wage-reductions recently applied can very 
well be understood from the late re- 
ports made l>y the Department of Labor. 
Up to September 15, when the U. S. Steel 
Corporation took over leadereship in 
wage reductions, there had been during 
1S31, 2,257 cuts -involving 315,22!) work- 
era. In the ensuing two months alone 
there were 1,074 reductions, involving 
290,082 workers. 

With this ultimatum the wage cut 
drive is carried into the very centre of 
the A. F. of L. unions. For among the 
exclusive craft union make-up of the A. 
F. of L„ the building trades still consti- 
tute the actual backbone. But it is also 
this etclusiveness of craft organization 
and craft ideology, terribly antiquated 
in conditions of modern class relations, 
which spells the greatest handicap to 
these unions. 

.What will be the answer of the Build- 
ing Trades Unions to this ultimatum? 
Will they resist? It should be clear that 
failure to resist at the outset will soon 
start them on the tobaggon slide with 
one wage cut following another. Wil- 
liam Green and his A. F. of L. hierarchy 
have repeatedly made grandoise declara- 
tions that the unions will resist wage 
cuts. Now the A. F. of L.. backbone faces 
the test. But there are no indications 
that this leadership will back up its 
declaration with, preparation for action 
The Chicago union leadership has already 
offered a compromise. This is how much 
the grandiose declarations of Bill Green 
and his hierarchy mean. 

For public consumption the employers 
have for some time held up in horror 
the example of the high wages in the 
building Industry. The fact, however, 
that employment is extremely seasonal, 
that the building trades worker man- 
ages to keep a job only a few mouths out 
of the year is never mentioned. Though 
now glib promises are being made that 
a wage- reduction will increase building 
and thus increase the jobs. Yet it is a 
well-known fact that the amount of 
building to be done does not at all de- 
pend upon the wage level of the work- 
ers in that industry. As one example 
we may cite the instances of cities where 
building trades wages .have remained 
low, or where cuts have been accepted, 



that did not bring an increase in build- 
ing. As a second instance it is well to 
remind building trades workers that the 
present crisis has already seriously dim- 
inished building requirements ; and with 
a general reduction of the working class 
standard of living one could not at all 
expect an increase in residential build- 
ings. Thus wage reductions will rather 
react in the reverse of the .promises 
made. 

Within the building trades unions the 
corrupt' practice of business unionism 
flourishes. The miserable incompetence 
o£ the leadership stands out glaringly. 
A host of useless petty grafting-business 
agents has infested these unions with 
the general result that the organized 
position is today very seriously weaken- 
ed. The power of the organization is 
not at all maintained on the job. Work- 
ers find employment today in practically 
every instance only fey acepting a wage 
considerably below the official scale. 
Some unsuspecting worker might think 
that it would be better to reduce the of- 
ficial wage scale to the level of what 
is uclualy being liiid— and this is a 
quite widespread belief. They forget, 



utilize' all the power of the organization 
to resist the attack, to resist the wage 
cut. Secondly, it becomes necesasry to 
give serious consideration to the reduc- 
tion of the workday so as to actualy help 
relieve the unemployment situation. This 
is where the six hour work day without 
reduction of pay siiquld be particularly 



considered. 

The building trades workers unions 
today constitute the backbone of the or- 
ganized labor movement. As such they 
should show the lead in resisting the gen- 
eral attacks upon the workers' standard 
of living. 



—A. S. 



Morgenstern and Goodman Sentenced 



A Letter from the Two Philadelphia Defendants 



Moyamansing Prison 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Monday, Feb. S, 1032 
Dear Comrades : 

Thiis is onr answer to Judge Seed: 
. "We are members of the C. L. of A. 
(O.) We fight under the banner held 
high by comrade Trtosky. We are Com- 
munists, not for a moment have we been 
fooled by the trickery of the courL's legal 
Iiberalistic tinting. 

"We are not here as criminals. Nor 
as repentant sinners. It is a year since 
we were arrested for daring to tell the 
workers the cause «f their misery and 
for urging them to struggle unitedly 
however, that the minute a cut of the | against worsening conditions. Has capi- 
official scale is accepted it will be as! tulism oslved any of the crying contradic- 
much reflected in the wage actually paid. ltolls of society? Have not conditions 



That will be immediately cut further 
also. 

Thus the wage cut utimatum looms as 
a real problem before the buiding trades 
unions. Added to this is the present 
heavy scourge, of unemployment. Meek 
submission to the employers' demands 
cannot at all solve Hie problem hut only 
aggravate it. It can only result in a 
further reduction of the workingmaa'a 
standard. An aggressive attitude is nec- 
essary. The unions do not face a ques- 
tion of maintaining what is being 
charged to be a high wage scale but of 
maintaining a bare possibility of exist- 
ence. Acceptance of a wage cut can 
never bring relief to the workers either 
for their maintenance of a standard nor 
for the problem of unemployment. To 
find a solution for these problems it is 



grown worse for the masses of people? 
For this you will suppress us. What 
matters your vaunted civil rights? For 
us— civil terror, hut that solves nothing. 
Nor can the cancer of capitalism be 
eliminated under capitalism. Only the 
proletarian revolution can do that. 

"Your sentence shows that it is you 
who stand in fear of us. It ia not we 
wlio are afraid. High indeed would rise 
the wrath of the workers against the 
arbitrary repression against us revolu- 
tionists, were it not for the saliotage 
of stupid and corrupt bureaucrats put 
in charge of working class organizations. 

"We are here as fighters of your 
starvation system, not as criminals. 
Your class <has V"wn rich and powerful 
on our poverty and degradation ; has 
flourished on the blood and tears of the 
working class. For wanting to change 



first of all necessary to prepare well to all this; for our struggle to overthrow 



capitalism, to emancipate society from 
human slavery and to build a Commun- 
ist society where exploitation and hunger 
no longer exist, you persecute us. Your 
verdict we can only accept as a verdict 
of capitalist class justice. Today you 
pick us out because you think us small 
and weak. ' Tomorrow you will stretch 
further— to every brave voice of work- 
ing class freedom. You jail us; you can 
never jail the ideas we stand for. The 
day will soon lie here when your whole 
system, already doomed, will stand be- 
fore flhe bar of proletarian justice. 
HAIL THE REVOLUTION! 
(Signed) Leon Goodman and Bernard 
Morgenstern" 

This is the first opportunity we have 
had to write and we hasten to do so. 
Judge Reed who passed sentence on us 
for violation of the State's notorious 
Flynu Sedition Act gave us ninety days 
in Jloyamensing. This is as "punish- 
ment", he said, for teaching the over- 
throw of capitalism. The lawyers filed 
appeal to the Supreme Court. Bail has 
not yet been furnished. 

We were very fortunate to be placed 
in the same cell. There are about 45 
party members and party sympathizers 
in the same prison. Forty of them are 
here for resisting an eviction. Our two 
hour period in the prison yard permits 
ifs to fraternize with the other comrades. 

This despite the I. 1. .D.'s sabotage of 
our defense and tflie vituperation against 
us. 

With Red greetings to all our com- 
rades, 

L. GOODMAN. 
B. MORGENSTERN. 



R. R. Fakers & Bosses Join Hands 

To Irnprwve The Health of «Our» Industry 

Robertson, union 



Messages of congratulation and praise 
were today pouring in on the leading 
lights in the drama successfully enacted 
at. Chicago, Feb. let, to "voluntarily'? 
cut $215,000,000 from the rail workers' 
pay checks and give it to the coupon 
clippers. The plot in the drama con- 
tains both comedy and tragedy. The 
comic part consisted of the farcical pre- 
tentions on the part of the labor spokes- 
men, headed by I). R. Robertson, lo tight 
the wage cut. The tragic part of the 
seventeen day Chicago siiow was the 
added sacrifice and suffering it brought 
to the railroad workers for the benefit 
of the parasites who live on the labor 
of others. 

The 17 day Chicago wage conference, 
which began on Jan. 14th, and ended on 
Feb. 1st, was merely a farcical display 
of controversy to fool the railroad work- 
ers into believing that their leaders were 
putting up a real light against the wage 
slash. We maintain that those who 
spoke for the railroads at the confer- 
ence and also those who were supposed 
to sjieak for labor, all knew what the 
outcome of the conference would lie and 
this was also quite clearly set forth in 
the daily press Reports released on the 
day the' conference opened. One United 
Press report dated at Chicago, Jan. 14th, 
under the following headline, reads in 
part as follows : 

"Union Chiefs and Presidents Seek to 
Provide Work for 700,009 Through 10 
Per Cent Wage Cut". 

"Chicago, Jan. 14 (UP)— Capital and 
labor sat down across a conference table 
today determined to provide dividends 
for rail investors and work for unem- 
ployed rail men." 

"The decision expected was a 10 per 
cent general wage cut for union work- 
ers. This will save the railroads $250,- 
000,000, sufficient to meet interest re- 
quirements and provide work for many 
of the industry's 700,000 jobless". 

"Two white-haired leaders, each long 
in the service of the railroads, led the 
conference groups. These were Daniel 
Willard, president of the Baltimore & 
Ohio road, chairman of the presidents' 



The Minneapolis Branch of the 4_eft Opposition in the Fight (or the Unemployed 



MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 

As we' go to press, six workers are 
on trial before Judge Carroll for partic- 
ipating in the unemployed meeting at 
Bridge Square on February 4th. About 
50 policemen, according to the capitalist 
press, on the orders of Mayor Anderson, 
Charged about two thousand workers as- 
sembled' to hear the speakers. A magni- 
ficent resistance was put up by the crowd 
which laid tow and sent to the hospital 
4 policemen, although the latter were 
armed with murderous saps and black- 
jacks. Working women were especially 
prominent in the light, kicking, scratch- 
ing and breaking lath posters over the 
heads of the cops. A dozen or more 



The Annual Heresy Trial 



Almost a. year ago, the party held a 
mass trial here in New York to show the 
workers — that "the Communist party will 
not toleraete any trace of white chauvin- 
ism within its ranks——" 

The sacrificial lamb in that case was 
August Yokinen, a Finn, who had utter- 
ed expressions of anti-Negro bias. In a 
lynching atmosphere, the high prtests, 
Hathaway and Moore, the prosecuting 
and defense attorneys, togeter offered up 
Yokinen to cover the failure of the party 
leadership to educate the party rank 
and file against anti-Negro prejudices. 
' Yokinen was expelled. Immediately af- 
terwards he was arested by the vultures 
of the labor department and held for 
deportation. The party was forced to 
launch a movement to demand his re- 
lease. Contrary to the expectations of 
Hathaway et al, this spectactle did not 
eradicate white chauvinism from the re- 
volutionary movement. From time to 
time the Dally Worker has reported its 
'-manifestations. 

The latest took place in N. T. W. I. U. 
A worker in the needle trades, Burns, 
has been accused of white chauvinism. 
A mass trial was ordered. It took place 
on Feb. 7th in the same ihall in which 
Yokinen was read out of the party. In 
place of Hathaway as prosecuting attor- 
ney we had the notorious bureaucrat Ben 
Gold ; in place of Moore, Alexander. The 
faces, the actors were different but the 
farce was the same. Gold spoke first. 
He made two points: he admitted, in 
anticipating the argument of the defense, 
that the leadership of the union was at 
fault in "not fighting insistently against 
white chauvinism", but held it neces- 
sary to make an example of Burns to 
prove to the Negro masses that the union 
'really means to unite the masses and 
wipe out white chauvinism. He asked 
xnj Rums' expulsion from the union. 

Alexanuer jesuttlcally argued that 
[Bums was guilty but that his guilt was 
not as enormous nor as horrhendous 'as 
Shylock-Gold had made it out to be. 
Alexander, following Moore's line of a 
year before almost word for word, de- 
'ecriUed Burns as a victim of capitalist 
class ideology and of the leadership of 



' in the coming strike he is to be in the 
forefront of the workers' defense corps 
against the gangster attacks; he is to 
bring into the union an unstated num- 
ber of Negro workers, and he is to sell 
a certain number of Liberators. 

Then Burns took the' floor io make a 
statement of denouncement. In Yokinen 
they had a meek lamb who agreed 'that 
he was all they said about him. But 
in Burns they caught a Tartar. Until 
he spoke, it was not clear what the, 
specific charges against him were. It 
appears that Burns and a Negro organ 
izer got into a personal dispute over 
a typewriter in the office of the union; 
that they had heated words, freely in- 
sulting each other witch, by a process 
familiar to Stalinists, passed into blows! 

With unconscious poetic justice Burns 
called Gold, Mr. Gold, accused him of 
discrimination in bringing only him to 
trial, criticised him and his fellow bur- 
eaucrats for not instructing him in what 
was white chauvinism and race hatred. 
He also accused the Daily Worker of 
exaggerating his statements. It was re- 
markable that the hundreds of party 
members and sympathzers in the hall 
took this last charge as a matter of 
course. It was obvious that they were 
aware of the Daily's policy of exaggera- 
tion. 

Burns' statement was really, though 
not intentionally, a terrific indictment of 
the bureaucracy in the union. Not all 
of Gold's demagogy in rebuttal could, 
cover this up. The blows Bums dealt 
were too telling. The workers* Jury 
brought in a verdict of guilty with a 
recommendation of probation with as- 
signed tasks. Gold's plea for expulsion 
was refused. 

This is a good sign. It demonstrated 
that the Stalinists can't always ft away 
with such raw frame-ups. In our opin- 
ion, they should have brought in a re- 
commendation to expel Gold from tne 
union and along with him his fellow bur- 
eaucrats. Spectacles such as this do not 
and cannot Vftdilate racial prejudices. 
What is needed is, as the Militant re- 
marked on March 1st, 1931, apropos of 
the Yokinen trial, "Education— an atmo- 



comrades and sympathizers sustained 
wounds and one comrade is in danger of 
losing an eye from a vicious attack at 
tlie haiids of a cowardly cop with a sap. 

The Daily Worker of January 9, 1932 
carries a viciously slanderous attack 
against our comrades^ inventing a story 
about Oppositionists heating up a party 
comrade. The whole story is just one 
more despicable Stalinist lie, unfounded 
and without any actual basis. The re- 
marks concerning the "counter-revolu- 
tionary" leaflet can be judged for what 
they are worth from what follows. 

Below is the leaflet issued by the 
Minneapolis Branch of the Communist 
League calling for a united defense move 
meat for the arrested and for a Free 
Speech Conference. 

STATEMENT: 
SAVE FEELABY 4th VICTIMS 

Mayor Anderson has again shown his 
true colors ! On February 4th, he order- 
ed his police, armed with saps, to crack 
the skulls of a peaceful meeting of un 
employed workers at Bridge Squ.are. 
The meeting was called by the Minnea- 
polis Unemployed Council to discuss tne 
present crtcis and to propose a solution. 

The brutal attack of the police is an 
attempt to take away an elementary 
right, hard-won in many struggles. And 
no one can deny that the Farmer-Labor 
Mayor was elected over the. Republican 
Kunze on the promise (now violated) ofi 
free asembly for workers and adequate 
relief for the unemployed. A year ago. 
when our headquarters were raided and 
closed by Kunze's police, Anderson, then 
prospective candidate for office, volun- 
teered to defend the right of free speech 
and assembly in court. Can we now 
take seriously the Mayor's excuse of 
traffic hazzards? Shriners, Templars, 
or any capitalist movement get the 
Square— -or any public street — without 



question. Our Mayor had 50 police well as unorganized) must n t be left 
break up a peaceful meeting ; but none to the mercy of the capitalist court, 
to direct traffic and protect the meeting.' The Citizens' Alliance is anxious to con- 



THE MAYOR IS HIDING SOME- 
THING! He does not tell us that the 
Rands, the Deckers, the I'illsuries who 
control the reiief funds and-city budget 
dictate to the "Farmer- Labor" Mayor to 
cut relief to the bone, to cut the wages 
of city employees, etc. THEY WANT 
NO PUBLIC CRITICISM OK PROTEST 
ON THE PART OF THE WORKERS, 
Anderson does their bidding. On Febru- 
ary 4th, he came out in the open as the 
YES-MAN OF THE EMPLOYERS. He 
proposes to relieve unemployment by 
slugging the unemployed. 

Thousands of workers, enthusiastic 
for the "Labor" candidate, reproached 
the Communists for "splitting the labor 
ticket" in putting forward a Communist 
worker for Mayor. The Communists pre- 
dicted that Mr. Anderson's middle-clase 
reformism could give no benefits to the 
workers, but only serve the bosses. Only 
through organization, thej; said, can, 
workers gain. This prbphecy is now ful- 
filled. 

Three women and three men face jail 
sentences for challenging the right of 
Mayor Anderson to forcefully break up 
a peaceful meetitag. Their conviction, 
to any tMnking worker, questions the 
right of any bddy oil, workers to meet 
and carry on business. The fight for 
Unemployment Insurance and immediate 
relief must go on. An effective fight can 
only be carried on by winning back the 
workers' right to .meet and express 
themselves. 

This latest attack of the bosses must 
be combatted by a determined united 
defense movement. The defendants, 
members of various laboi organizations 
(A. F. of L. Unions, Unemployment 
Councils, I. L. D., Communist Party, as 



vert thiis case .into a threat to anybody 
who raises liis voice against starvation. 
The Communist League of America 
(Opposition) calls for the unity of all 
labor organizations, regardless of race, 
creed or political belief, to rally behind 
the defendants and the International 
Labor Dcfenese, now handling the case. 
The Communist League itself, recogniz- 
ing the need for workers' solidarity, un- 
hesitatingly throws its lot in with the 
defendants and will utilize all its re- 
sources in their behalf. A FREE SPEECH 
CONFERENCE should be -called imme 
diateiy to organize the fight. 

We place our 'organization at the dis- 
posal of the defense committee, and will 
carry out any work assigned us for sav- 
ing these workers from capitalist class 
vengeance. 
COMMUNIST LEAGUE OF ASIKRCIA 
(OPPOSITION) 
Minneapolis Branch 



Tampa Tobacco Workers Struggle 



.the-., union, which should have fought in ^^ froffl aemago g yi hypocrisy 

the ranks, of the union against this ff . ■ __, 



poison". He proposed in place of ex- 
pulsion, a period of probation in which 
Burns was to be assigned special work: 



and incitement; an atmosphere created 
by teachers of the proletariat, not by 
terrorize^.'' -T. STAMM. 



Florida, winter playground of the 
bourgeoisie, is the latest scene of capi- 
talist oppression against the workers. 

On November 7th the workers of 
Tampa gathered to honor the memory of 
Lenin at the Yhor City Labor Temple. 
The meeting was well attended. A maj- 
ority *>f those attending were tobacco 
workers who responded to tbe call of 
the Tobacco Workers Industrial Union. 
Tbe meeting was running to a .successful 
conclusion M'hien the .doors were sud- 
denly burst open and a cordon of police 
aided by American Legion thugs rushed 
into the hall clubbing and terrorizing 
those present. During the melee a shot 
was fired and a policeman dropped. Fif- 
teen workers were arrested. 

To try these fifteen workers, a labor- 
hating jury was judiciously picked. The 
verdict from these twelve good (to their 
masters) men amd true (to their class) 
was never- In doubt. The workers be- 
haved staunchly in the court room. They 
showed the entire proceedings from the 
raid ■ to the trial ' to he engineered by 
the Tampa Tobacco Manufacturers As- 
sociation. They called upon the work- 
ers to defend their union and to pay no 



heed to die efforts at "red baiting" of 
the manufacturers' hirelings. 

For this these workers have just been 
sentenced to from one to ten years* in 
the penitentiary!. A new trial has been 
denied them. But the workers of Tampa 
are not discouraged. These workers of 
Florida have shown that they can take 
it — in a revolutionary jvay. MacDonald, 
one of the workers arrested and now 
in prison, writes: "The concerted efforts 
of . . . capitalist henchmen with aH 
their mass arrests, lockouts, clubbings, 
evictions and coercion have not shaken 
in the least the solidarity of the.-Tampa 
Tobacco Workers. On the contrary, the 
solidarity of the workers has been fused 
in the struggle and they stand today 
more determined than ever to stand 
shoulder to shoulder in their fight for 
decent working and living conditions." 

The struggle of the . Florida tobacco 
workers is oux struggle. Thlg new capi- 
talist frame-up carried to its conclusion, 
again ilends emphasis to the imperative 
necessity of class unity from coast to 
coast and frhm border to border to 
defend the elomentarv right of free 
speech for the working class. 



group, and David B. 
chairman." 

"Both Robertson and JVilhtrd were 
optimistic that an agreement would be 
reached." 

Up to tills date no one has explained 
how this $2->0,000,000 wage cut is going 
to furnish work for 700,000 jobless rail- 
wad workers. But of course, the con- 
ference was not held to get anything 
for the workers: it was held for the 
special benefit, of bond and stock holders. 
And organized capitalists were jubilant 
over tlie outcome, although they knew it 
in advance, because It netted them $215,- 
000.000 more prolit taken from the meag- 
er earnings of the workers. 

Lal»or Bureaucrats Play the Role of 
Puppets 

Kven by reading, the daily press re- 
ixuts, a worker could learn that the 
Chicago railroad wage conference was 
nothing but a mock drama where the 
$1-1,00!) a year labor officials played the 
part of that many puppets sitting on the 
knoes of the railroad officials. And for 
the readers' benefit we will again quote 
a few excerts from a press report ap- 
pearing in one of the big dailies dated 
Chicago, Feb. 1st : 

"The final scene, enacted in the con- 
ference room of a loop hotel, climaxed 
17 days of negotiations that 'were with- 
out precedent in the history of all rail- 
labor relations. Never before had the 
two factions pooled their efforts to solve 
a problem of like nature or magnitude." 

"As labor made the decision known, 
its chief, David Brown Robertson, gave 
emphasis to the reason for the conces- 
sion." 

Now Listen to "Davy" 

" 'In the hope (hat our action,' he said 
'may improve the health' or our 
Industry, may improve the relations of 
management and employees, may stimu- 
late revival of business and advance gen- 
eral welfare, we have decided to accept 
the proposal'." 

Brother railroad workers, we will ask 
you to read the above press quotation 
from Robertson for several reasons. He 
was the chairman of that bunch of 
"chiefs" which is supposed to look after 
the interests of railroad labor. David, 
whom Edward Keating, the editor of 
Labor, affectionately calls Davy, is a 
high-priced labor "spokesman". The poor 
and hard-working locomotive firemen 
pay Davy $15,000 a year and expenses. 
Now Davy, together with the other 
twenty chiefs, decides to take $21fl,00O,0OO 
from the pay envelopes of the workers 
and give it to the owners of railroad 
stocks and bonds to "improve the health 
of our industry". Mind you, Davy 
speaks of the railroads as "our indus- 
try". The lowly part of the jobless and 
part-time workers in "our industry" does 
not seem to bother him much, if we are 
to judge from the way this wage move- 
ment was handled from beginning to end. 
Davy also states that the wage cut was 
accepted so that It "may improve the 
relations of management and employees". 
You section men and other part-time and 
poorly paid workers please note. How- 
ever, don't take it. too seriously, because 
what Mr. Robertson really means is, 
the relationship between the railroad and 
brotherhood officials. We will quote be- 
low Mr. Witlard's statement to the press 
after the conclusion of the conference, 
where he joins with Robertson in his 
hope and wish. The difference is that 
Dan Willard speaks for the real directors 
of the show. We quote from the same 
press report from which we quoted 
"Davy" : 

"Dan" Joins with "Davy" 

"With yon, we indulge in the hope, 
the result of this conference may tend 
to improve relations between railway 
management and employees, and also 
tend to stimulate the revival of busi- 
ness and promote the general welfare". 

Note the above paragraph carefully ; 
note that the spokesmen of both _ groups 
at the wage conference join in the same 
wish, namely, that the result of the con- 
ference may increase the profit of the 
railroads at the expense of the workers. 
That is exactly what their joint wish 
and hope amounts to, when boiled down 
to actual facts. 

Brother railroad workers, the whole 
thing is but another act added to the 
long string of betrayals by the brother- 



Evictions 

In European countries the scene is com- 
mon enough. But in plutocratic Amer- 
ica, the scone comes as a refreshing ex- 
perience to a revolutionist. We refer to 
the rent strike carried on with militant 
enthusiasm in the Bronx, New York. 
Hundreds of windows of a half dozen 
scattered apartment houses carry stick- 
ers announcing the tenants within on 
strike. 

They are striking against the exorbit- 
ant rents — rents which have not come 
down an iota since the so-called prosper- 
ity days. They are striking for those 
modern conveniences which even a mueh 
reduced rental entitles them to have. 
They are striking against a landlord who 
doesn't want them "damn Communist 

tenants" anyway They ■ .re striking j ho ^ ta^^"^ "^ £££," 
against a Socialist landlord . . . who[ place them rar clo3er to wmjl and 
wants to see blood before he gives m. Ms Kroup tnan to tfle ^^ whom they 

are supposed to represent. That is ex- 
actly why the two groups cast their 
joint support to the railroads, The 
brotherhood "chiefs" never did a thing 
to organize or mobilize the railroad 
workers for unjted action against the 
wage cut which was looming on the 
industrial horizon for the past year or 
more. These over-paid drones have never 
stirred to organize the motor transport 
workers. Instead of organizing the bus 
and truck drivers they engage In the 
foolish business of trying to put restric- 
tions on their operations, thinking that 
this will please the railroads. 

?15,000 a year labor officials like 
Robertson and his kind will never or- 
ganize the workers nor lead them any- 
where but to defeat. The fake wage 
conference at Chicago Is but cumulative 
evidence of this. A minority movement 
must be organized and developed in the 
brotherhoods to help the membership not 
only to drive these misleaders from 
office, but to drive them from the labor 
movement in disgrace. 

(To be continued) 

-A. E. 



And blood he has seen. On Monday, 
the pig-faced marshall came with a 
squadron of police and detectives and 
three families were evicted. Among these 
were a family with a stak child. The 
worker-tenants fought valiantly. 

As the misery of the workers increases, 
rent strikes will become a more and 
more common feature in New York. The 
committee in charge of the strike is to 
be commended for its insistence as part 
of the strike, settlement, the recognition 
of the house committee. These house 
committees can and must become house 
nuclei; 

The, rent strikes must be spread to 
poorer districts of the city. The jtftrty 
has initiated these strikes in a neigh- 
borhood where they are numerically 
strong. (The party co-operative houses 
are in the immediate neighborhood). The 
rent strikes must be spread. They 
must be more widely organized. They 
must be made a powerful lever to. aid 
those for whom they were originally In- 
tended — the poor proletariat of the en- 
tire country. 

— WORKER CORRESPONDENT. 
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German Opposition Forges Ahead 



Growing Sentiment (or a United Struggle against Fascism 



Very encouraging processes are taking 
place in the labor movement today. In 
the factories, in the trade unions, in the 
non-party proletarian organizations, a 
powerful impulsion toward a united 
front is furrowing a path for itself af- 
ter a long period of marking time. Skep- 
tical over the ability of their leaders to 
establish the united front of their class, 
the workers in the factories are begin- 
ning to set up a united front from below 
force a united front upon their leaders. 
The decision of the Berlin Gas Work- 
ers is «f great significance in this re- 
spect. The factory councilmen of these 
works are recognizing the seriousness of 
the situation at the n>esent jierilous 
hour, expresed in the program of the 
Nazis to transform Germany into a 
bloody dictatorship and felt by the work- 
ers of the gas works and by the work- 
ing class us a whole. The workers' 
council has issued an api«al to the lead- 
ers of all parties, to do everything in 
their power to establish a united front 
of all the workers. The workers' coun- 
cil will undertake all the necessary 
steps, to create and assure the united 
front of all the workers. 

The functionaries of the Berlin Shoe. 
Workers Union have adopted a resolu- 
tion ; all proletarian parties are to enter 
into a united front, comraitees of ac- 
toin are to be formed, etc. 

The S. A. P. workers are obliging their 
leaders to take the path toward a united 



rejects common action, not only with tlie 
S. P. G., but with the S. A. I'. (the new 
centrist Socialist Labor Party) as well. 
lOvery worker is expected to accept the 
leadership of the C. P. G. in advance as 
the one chosen ledaership of thi! work- 
ing class. 

By tearing themselves loose from the 
S. 1'. G., by realizing that only through 
the dictatorship of the proletariat will 
they achieve socialism, the workers 
have brought an expression for the fact 
that they have entered the terrain of 
revolutionary class struggle. By the 
creation of the S. A. P. they have an- 
nounced in a dance that they have no con- 
fidence in the present leadership of the 
O. P. G. And it is precisely the policy 
of the present leadership of the Com- 
munist party that forces them to have 
a party of their own, to nourish their 
illusions with the policy of certain lead- 
ers of their party, namely, that it is 
necessary to create a new Communist 
party since the one that exists cannot 
change its policy. What does the C. P. 
CS. leadership tell these workers? With 
your organization we icannot have 
unittid front since your leaders are only 
"Left wing social Fascists" You must 
destroy your organization and enter the 
O. P. G. ! Only in this way will the real 
united front of a proletariat, i. e„ the 
"red united front" be realized. 

The present, party leadership, which 
alone bears the responsiiiity for the fact 



this policy of the party leadership which, 
is bound to culminate in a bloody de- 
feat of the Oer.man proletariat with all 
the necesary sharpness, the parly func- 
tionaries, in their press, daily pour their 
pails of refuse and slander out against 
them. The Bote Fahne of January 8th 
writes that comrade Trotsky has landed 
on the position of Noske and Grxeain- 
sky. The editors of the Rote Fahne, for 
whom their jobs are more important 
than anything else and for whom the 
revolution is merely a phrase, are great 
heroes when it comes to fighting with 
despicable methods against the Left Op- 
position, but when it is a question of 
the slightest activity on the part of the 
class enemy, they fall into the greatest 

panic. 

It is not intransigeance in principle 
that cause them to reject a united front 
with S. P. G. and S. A. P., but political 
helplessness and the simple fear of be- 
ing overpowered hy the opposing parties 
in a 'United front. 

The fact that the Rot« Fahne of Janu- 
ary 5th must occupy itself with the 
"Trotskyites", with the "vanguard of the 
counter revolutionary bourgeoisie", 
proves how deeply the ideas of the I, eft 
Opposition are penetrating into the 



ing place on the basis of the sentiments 
in the factories, which will have the ef- 
fect of negating the policy of the leader- 
ship. It has become a fact that even 
the followers of the R. G. O. (the red 
trade union Opposition!, are not pre- 
pared to continue along the lines of the 
party leadership. The partial strikes, 
carried out on command, lead to great 
sacrifices for the Communists in the fac- 
tories, without in any way strengthen- 
ing the influence of the party therein and 
on the contrary, causing its further en- 
feeulement. The Rote Fahne of January 
5th reports that in Wurttemberg, Silesia, 
Saxony, Berlin, the Ruhr, etc., there 
exist opportunist deviations. These are 
phenomena which were hardly possible 
several months ago. It is undoubted; 
the more strongly the desire for a uni- 
ted front makes its appearance in the 
ranks, the harder <it will become Tor the 
Communists in the factories to carry 
out the policies of the party leadership. 
They will inevitably come into contra- 
diction with the party leadership. 

It is the task of the Left Opposition 
to follow up this process in the party 
with the greatest attentiveness. It is 
necessary to cause those party comrades 
who are already beginning to understand 
that the policy of Thaelmann and ltem- 
mele is leading the party to a precipice, 
to take further steps on the path of the 
reconstruction of the party, to organize 
them dnto a firm faction. Therein lies 
the only guarantee for victory in the 
decisive struggle for the " Communist 
party. 

— PERMANENTE REVOLUTION. 
(January lsi, 1632) 



o- 

The government of the republic con- 
stantly threatens the people with fantas- 
tic and imaginary dangers which, accord- 
ing to it, endanger the republic, and 
which each time are increasingly immi- 
nent. Those responsible for these dan- 
gers are those who carry on acts char- 
acterized by violence against public 
peace and order. This natural}- is the 
language used hy those who under the 
government have shut off the voice of 
the people and above all, the voice of 
the proletariat, when this voice has 
asked for the fulfillment of the promises 
which the same government made be- 
fore proclaiming the republican regime. 
This language is used to justify the re 
pressive actions of She state power 
against the people. 

The republican government of Spain 
leans ever further toward an essentially 
reactionary policy ; social-democracy, 
collaboration with the ■ present govern- 
ment' constitute the false mask of of- 
ficial democracy, in reality a hypocritic 
al reaction. The constitution with which 
the Constituent Assembly has endowed 
the "defense of the republic", was al- 
ready a reactionary and retrogressive 
constitution, outmoded and a nti- dem- 
ocratic at bottom, even from the stand- 
point of the bourgeoisie. If we add to 
this constitution and to this law for the 
defense of the republic the shameless 



front. They demand a united front with fha( . thes( , wol . kers wno na¥ e torn them- 
. _. _ „ „ ...„ D ^ Pahm, of I se]ves from tne s p a Q)lve n(jt corae 

directly to the Communist party, which 



the C. P. G. From the Rote Fahne of 

January 5, we can glean that pressure 
for a united front has also been brought 
by the party organisations in Wurten- 
burg, Silesia, Saxony, etc. These phen- 
omena show, that despite all obstacles, 
despite all difficulties, the working class 
itseif is beginning to realize the united 
front. 

Wihat is the party leadership doing? 
Instead of supporting the first real steps 
towards the creation of a united front 
coming from the factories, instead of 
leading them into revolutionary chan- 
nels, it casts suspicion upon the workers 
in the factories with such accusations 
a^ the following: The S. P. G. factory 
councilmen only want a united front in 
order to harness the working class for 
the policy of betrayal promulgated by 
Wels For that reason, the C. P. G. 
cannot participate in the united front 
that is why only the "red amted 
The party leadership 



and 

front" remains. 



is doing everything to hold them back 
from that at present, believes that the 
S. A. P. workers will immediately fol- 
low their call and destroy their own 
party. 

Realiy, the Communist party has never 
pursued such a light-headed, irrespon- 
sile and criminal policy in all of its 
existence, 

If the "iron front" signifies betrayal 
of the working class, then the'policy of 
the "red united front" signifies sabotage 
of a united struggle of the working class. 
This is the opinion of millions of Ger- 
man workers regardless of their party 
affiliations. Not to take cognizance of 
this correct class instinct means to work 
consciously along the lines of a defeat. 
And it is precisely this that the present 
day leadership of the party is doing. 
Because the Left Opposition condemns 



Changes inthe Policyof French Imperialism 



PARIS, FRANCE 

The internal crisis of the' government, 
that is to say, first of all, the shelving 
of Briand, has a far greater significance 
than FHumtuiite assumes. Here is the 
opinion of the party paper: (l-liS-32) : 
"A change in policy? Not really! There 
is a profound identity between the pol- 
icy of Hriand-Herriot, Briand-Poincare, 
Brtund-Rlum, Briand-Laval and the pre- 
sent day Tardieu-Laval policy. How can 
this policy vary from -the other today? 
It is hardly to be expected that the 
crisis is going to calm down the feroc- 
ious intent of our imperialism. Quite 
the contrary." 

The editors of PHanianite are deceiv- 
ing themselves completely. They do not 
even take into account the fact that the 
second part of this paragraph literally 
contradicts the first part. In fact it is 
precisely the crisis which, by "making 
our imperialism more ferocious", to em- 
ploy his own impression, imposes cer- 
tain changes in the political orientation 
of the bourgeoisie. One has to be blind 
not to understand that. In fact one 
has to be not only blind but as limited 
as the Stalinists in order not to under- 
stand that the economic development, 
that is to say in the last analysis, the 
international and national class relation- 
ships necessitate different reactions on 
the part of the bourgeoisie as a consequ- 
ence of the situation with which the lat- 
ter is faced, in this sense, it is false 
to say that the policy of 1'oincare, 
Briand or Tardieu bears the same traits^ 
If one wants to speak of ft "profound 
identity" in their policies simply in the 
sense that they are all bourgeois poli- 
ticians and the representatives of cap- 
italism in the government, then that is 
merely an elementary truth, but if one 
wants to say-and that, is just what 
l'Humanite does want to say— that all 
the reactions of the bourgeoisie in the 
course of the development of events are 
always the same, that is a profound mis- 
take The policy before the occupation 
of the Ruhr in 1923 is not the same as 
that aft*r the failure of that occupation. 
The policy after Locarno is not the same 
as that before Locarno, and now it is 
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possible to say that the policy after the 
Hoover moratorium, after the failure of 
the negotiations with Bruening, who af- 
firms that the German bourgeoisie will 
not pay any more reparations, is not the 
same and cann be the same as the 
one pursued before that. 

Hi. M. Laval, Tardieu and Co. under- 
stand that very well. The "triumphant" 
voyages of Laval to Berlin, London and 
Washington has not fooled them at all, 
although they have attempted indeed to 
throw sand in tne eyes of the middle 
classes and workers. The actual results 
of the Berlin trip and of the establish- 
ment of the Franco-German commission 
(with the aid of Jouhauxf is the de- 
claration of insolvency made by Bruen- 
ing on the eve of the Lausanne confer- 
ence.. As to the actual result of the 
voyage to Washington that has brought 
only increased pressure of the United 
States on the internal policy of the Eur- 
opean governments, not to speak of the 
insults proffered by Borah to our chauv- 
inists. Under the veil of a very rela- 
tively, temporary, strong financial posi- 
tion the real weakness of French im- 
perialism, which is doomed to lose part 
of the fruits of its pillage of 1918, are 
revaling themselves. And this turn m 
the situation is not to have serious reper- 
cussions in the ranks of the bourgeoisie 
itselfY And .vet that is just what 
t'Hurnanite wants its readers to believe. 
In the month of June, the Left Opposi- 
tion showed how America was going to 
profit from the crisis by which the prin- 
cipal European countries -have been 
seized, in order to reinforce its tutelage 
,.ver them, in order to more quickly force 
Europe to content itself with its "ra- 
tions." 

Laval has attempted to break the 
stranglehold, trying to take advantage 
of a particularly difficult financial con- 
juncture in the U. S. His little black- 
mail game at Washington did not meet 
with very great success. And now, 
Hoover turns to ravage Europe and de- 
clares : "The reparations are your affair. 
It was not we who signed the Versailles 
treaty. On the other hand, the payment 
of your debts to us is oar affair. That 
must be carried ouL 

This attitude on the part of the U. S. 
must of necessity bring dissension of the 
most serious proportions into the camp 
of European imperialists. Germany feels 
herself encouraged hy this attitude on 
the part of Hoover. England, coping 
with difficulties within its own empire, 



On January 12. a number of the lead- 
ing founders and spokesmen of the Ger- 
man Brandler group were expelled by 
the Brandtfer-Thitlhelmer majority for 
their policy towards the newly-formed 
wing of the social democracy, the Social- 
ist Labor party (B. A. P.) of Sey'dewitz 
and Co. The expelled leaders include 
such people as .W'alcher, Froelich, Koeh- 
ler, Rose Wolfstein, Enderle, Karl Frank, 
Thomas and many others. The expul- 
sions, which are tantamount to a split, 
mark a new stage in the development of 
the central and strongest section of 
the international Right wing faction. 

The Wak-her- Froelich group stood tip- 
on the ground of virtually liquidating 
the Brandler organization and merging 
with the social democratic Centrists 
grouped around Reydowitz. In other 
words, they planned to eliminate even 
the last nominal pretense to Communism 
which is still hung out on the signboard 
of the Hrandler- Lovestoue- Roy interna- 
tional. The dissidents have already held 
confidential meetings with the Seyde- 
wit-z leaders and their formal entry into 
the Socialist . Labor party is Ynerely a 
matter of arranging the details. In 
fact, by this writing, the marriage has 
probably already been consummated. 

When the Right wing first took shape 
in the Communist International, the Bol- 
shevik-Leninists constituting the Marxian 
section of Communism declared that the 



wants France to grant concessions. 
France whose little clients and valets 
(Poland, Czechoslavakia, Jugoslavia, 
Belgium) are agitated by unrest, raises 
her head and makes believe that she has 
no one to depend on except herself, that 
is to say, upon her "rights", upon her 
cannon. Under these conditions, Fasc- 
ist Italy, whose economy is in a state 
of full-fledged internal decomposition, 
attempts grand gestures which are com- 
mented favorably in the entire imperial- 
ist French press : it is necessary to estab- 
lish a "united front" of the European 
creditors against the U. S. Thus we are 
witnessing a transformation in a double 
sense: on the one hand, American pres- 
sure accentuates the rivalries and the 
dissensions among the European imper- 
ialisms and on the other hand the self 
same pressure obliges them to attempt 
common efforts with regard to their 
mammoth rival. There is not the slight- 
est doubt that the present phase will 
bring about an accentuation of the pro- 
cess of dissension. The capitalist "uni- 
ted front" is merely a Utopia when it 
is a matter of going against the U. S. 
If can only be of reality when it turns 
against the Soviet Union. Against the 
international working class, against the 
Soviet Union, imperialism can realize 
the united front and is realizing it. But 
against America, that is to say against 
the capitalist competitor who monopolizes 
by -himself almost half of the world 
market, no united front is possible. 
Every attempt at a "union" among the 
capitalist countries can but signify an 
attempt a-t hegemony by one of tnem 
over the others within European frame- 
work Briand's "European Union" was 
an attempt of this sort to definitely set- 
tle upon the others the domination of 
France In this sense it was an attempt 
to conclude the work of the Versailles 
treaty The "Anschluss" was the .em- 
bryo of an attempt of the same order 
liy Germany. But these attempts have 
crumbled pitifully under the pressure of 
America. 'Now less than ever will they 
succeed to revive them. 

(To Be Continued) 

—LA VERITE. 



Right was a bridge to the social dem- 
ocracy. -The Left Opposition made this 
affirmation at a time when the Right wing 
was in power, or at least shared the 
power .with Centrism, in the highest in- 
stances of the Comintern and the Rus- 
sian party. We made this characteriza- 
tion at the time when Bucharin was the 
principal theoretician of the Communist 
International, when Roy was one of its 
main spokesmen, when it was planned 
to put Brandler and Thalheimer hack 
dnto the leadership of the German party, 
when the Right wing ran the American, 
Swedish, Alsatian and other parties. 
After the Sixth Congress, when the Right 
wing was expelled throughout the Inter- 
national, we repeated our characterisa- 
tion with increased emphasis and pointed 
out. that it would not occupy for long a 
position between Communism and the 
counter-revolutionary social democracy. 
Our strictures aroused the hottest den- 
ials from the Brandlers and Loves tones. 
More than that, they treated our asser- 
tions with scorn and contempt, for were 
they not being made by the "Trotskyist 
counter-revolutionists", who had "broken 
with Communism" and therefore deserved 
the expulsions which the Bucharins, 
Roys and Lovestones had organized 
against them? But time is replete with 
revenges, particularly for the Marxists 
who have such a powerful protector in 
the form of history against the calumny, 
the violence, the misrepresentation and 
the Philistinism of the Right wing liq- 
uidators. 

The Right wing condescendingly ex- 
plained to us that they could not share 
our "sectarian" point of view. They, you 
see, were for winning the masses, for 
going to the masses "as against" us. 
We retorted that they would never win 
the masses, certainly not for the pro- 
letarian revolution and Communism. 
Time has here again vindicated theorti- 
cal considerations. The Right Wingers 
have long ago started to "go to the 
masses" ... of the social democracy. 
In Czeeho-Slovakia, the bulk of the much- 
adverfeed Right wing group promptly 
proceeded to shift its activity into the 
ranks of the social democracy of the 



party. In the party, a process is tak- 

THE SPLIT IN THE BRANDLER CROUP 

Czech republic. Shortly after its forma- 
tion, the Brandler group yielded such 
leaders like Rosi Aschecbrenner, Xavier 
Bnchs and many others to the ranks of 
the party of Wels, Noske and Seheide- 
mann. Not long afterward, Messrs. 
Miller, Levitch & Co. quit the Loves tone 
group for the more fertile and "massy" 
fields of the social democratic "progres- 
sives" aitd worse, while the Lovestoue 
group as a whole became positively 
thunderstruck with admiration for the 
"revolutionary, pro-Soviet" Militant fac- 
tion in the American Socialist party. 

Now, the numerous supporters of the 
Walcher-Froelich faction (and also a 
number of supporters of Brandler and 
Thalheimer, as their organ reports) 
have added to the list by joining tne 
social democracy of the more despicable 
and cowardly and treacherous type, 
that is, of the "Left" wing". 

Thus the Right wing produces the 
flowers for the social democratic bouquet. 
Each shading of the Right wing moves 
its bridges to the social democracy in 
its own particular way.,Some rush for- 
ward to the party of treason, impatient 
at the failure of the promised "masses 
to materialize; others pass lightly over 
to the "I^eft wing" of the social dem- 
ocracy still others capitulate quitely by 
going back to the Centrists through or hy 
dropping out of working class politics en- 
tirely; and the rest oscillate feverishly 
with the winds, waiting for the most 
favorable opportunities, regretful that 
the impatient ones have reduced their 
bargaining power with those before 
whom they are prepared to capitulate 
in the end. 

Lovestoue only a few weeks ago wrote 
that the difierences between Brandler 
and the minority were not so fundament- 
al or serious. We want to be recorded 
in complete agreement with this thought. 
It is largely a difference over "stages", 
over "tempo". Patience is never unre- 
warded. Let us wait but a while. Who 
is bold enough to say that where Walch- 
er or Bert Miller is today, Lovestone 



or Brandler will not be tomorrow? 

—MARSH. 
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declaration of Azana, when he took over 
the presidency of the government, that 
stupid and reactionary phrase, 'the re- 
public will make itself respected, and if 
not, then feared" ; if we take into ac- 
count the mildness and considerateness 
with which the government has pro- 
ceded n gainst the reactionary religious 
orders, there will lie nothing to surprise 
us in the repressive policy which is be- 
ing carried out today. 

it is said that the religious orders will 
he subjected to a special law, to shut 
the months o£ the working classes who 
demand the immediate expulsion of the 
Jesuits, the friars and the monks from 
the country, hut this law has not yet 
been passed ; another law was passed 
and approved, to shut the mouths of the 
proletariat, to crush the rebelliousness 
of the working masses who were clamor- 
ing for bread and justice. The law for 
the defense of the republic was approved 
against the wishes of the people and in 
order to crush the people. The Civil 
Guard has been charged with malting 
"respected" the law passed and promul- 
gated by those who placed among the 
first of their demands the "dissolution of 
the disastrous Civil Guard" when they 
were ton spiru tors". 

The recent and present struggles of 
the workers are openly and frankly 
struggles for the dissolution of the Civil 
Guard. Here is where the government 
has exposed its truly reactionary and re- 
pressive character, defending the mur- 
ders perpetrated by the Civil Guard, 
protecting and defending what its mem- 
bers had characterized as a "fatal body". 
The very laws of the republic, these 
same reactionary laws, are violated and 
trampled on, do not employ the respect 
of the government itself. The law on 
individual liberty is a ridiculous lie. 
Today men are thrown into jail without 
taking the least account of this liberty, 
and tile government behaves in social 
and political conflicts as in the best per* 
iod of the dictatorship of Primo de Riv- 
era and Rerenguer. 

"The Law for the Defense of the 
Republic" 
The law for the defense of the repub- 
lic was aimed exclusively at the work- 
ing-class revolutionary movement. The 
social democracy, which sees in the 
working class revolutionists its most dir- 
ect enemy, has taken tne most direct 
and insistent part in the framing of 
this law. 

The working-Class movements, past 
and present, against this brutal repres- 
sion have had the defect of. being purely 
spontaneous and lacking in leadership. 
■We have seen workers defend themselves 
■—Communists, anarchists, syndicalists 
socialists and non-party men — forming a 
compact bloc, but the united front of 
the leadership has not been realized, be- 
cause the leaders have not wanted it. 
There lias not even been created a real 
political united front, no orientation has 
been given to these proletarian move- 
ments. 

The C. N. T. has not seen these events; 
its leaders were occupied with sterile 
internal discussions, and divided into two 
groups, the "pure" syndicalists and the 
anarchists, likewise "pure". This div- 
ision has paralyzed the activity of the 
C. N. T. 

The official Communist party has not 
seen them, as it has not seen the need 
for correct Bolshevik tactics. It has 
not known how to take advantage of 
this situation, which was developing 
favorably for our conquest of the mass- 
es. The Spanish Stalinists, the same 
who on the day of the proclamation of 
the republic launched the slogan, "Down 
with the bourgeois republic!", today, 
when the working class needs to be 
orientated and guided in its struggle 
with the Civil Guard and with reaction, 
cannot find the appropriate slogan, but 
launch a far different one, contradicting 
themselves, mutilating their own slogans, 
disorientating the masses who need the 
most absolute simplifications of the pro- 
blem. 

The Workers' Solution 
The solution lies in the united front 
of the proletariat, but in a real and self- 
respecting united front, not in the un- 
ited front and the maneuver which the 
official party proposes. 

The dangers which threaten the re- 
public—the government itself protects 
and defend them, by betraying its own 
promise. We say "its promise", because 
we believe that the republican govern- 
ment has not betrayed the people, as 
anarchists and Stalinists preach, which 
would mean believing that the republic- 
ans "Ould fulfil) a promise, which 
they have not fulfilled when in 
reality the republican government ar- 
rived for the purpose of defending the 
interests of capitalism against the at- 
tack of the proletariat. 

There is therefore nothing strange in 
the activities of the government. It is 
accomplishing its historical mission. 
This is how the working class must ap- 
proach the problem, to give it a correct 
solution. 

Madrid, Jan. 10, 1932 
I —HENRI LACROIX. 
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I- W. W. WISDOM 

Some comrades who have contributed 
money to the General Defence Commit- 
tee of the I. W. W. 'to help' in the de- 
fense of the Kentucky miners — as the 
Militant suggested a number of times — 
have called attention to the statement 
in the Industrial Worked of February 2 
to the effect that "the Trotskyites have 
never donated a single penny tor the 
relief or defense of the Kentucky min- 
ers", and the profound conclusion: 
"Classify the Trotskyites with the other 
traitors who have sabotaged the Ken- 
tucky miners." We can only attribute 
the indignation of the comrades In ques- 
tion to Inexperience. If you have any 
dealings with the I. W. W. you hav6 to 
get used to playful remarks of this kind 
and not take them too seriously. It is 
Just the I. W. W. way of writing out 
receipts. 

Wihat is more important to notice 18 
the .approach of the Industrial Worker to 
the serious defeats suffered by the work- 
ing class in the convictions of Jones 
and Hightower. In these defeats, there 
is revealed a deplorable weakness of the 
labor movement. This should be the 
point of analysis and discussion by every 
militant who considers things from the 
standpoint of the class and its armament 
■for future battles. But the Industrial 
Worker— if one is to judge by its ex- 
tended comments on February 2 — has not 
considered this side of the question. That 
is why its comments are so barren, so 
permeated with petty factional recrimin- 
ation and so devoid of any proposals for 
the future organization ot,the class fight 
in surh a way as. to make good the de- 
feats. 
LASSALLE 

The editorial board of the MIMtant 
owes an apology to its readers for the 
publication, in the issue of January 30, 
of the book review -dealing with a re- 
cent biography of Lassalle. The super- 
ficial quality of this article, as well as 
its flippant and presumptious tone, have 
been remarked as more appropriate for 
the New Masses tban lor- our paper. The 
entire article contradicts our attitude 
toward the great historic figures of the 
proletariat, among whom we count Las- 
salle. Its appearance in these columns 
was entirely accidental. We are decide- 
ly against the attitude expressed in the 
article, and we re still more against 

the spirit of it. 
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CHICAGO OPEN FORUM 

"The Two Billion Dollar Credit Pool, 
the Crisis and the Workers** 

Speaker : Hugo Oehler 
Sunday, FEBRUARY 21, 1933 

at 
1435 N. Western Avenue . 
Auspices : Chicago Branch, C. L. of A. 

<Oppost:ion) 
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N . y . Open Forum 

On Friday, February 5th, comrade 
Glotzer spoke to an audience of about 
eighty workers including some party 
members on the subject of Communism 
or Fascism in Germany. Comrade Glot- 
zer developed the Implication of a Fasc- 
ist victory In Germany for the interna- 
tional working class, including the Sov- 
iet Union, afid sharply criticized the 
Comintern's present capitulating policy. 

The outstanding incident of the discus- 
sion which followed was a presentation 
of the Stalinist position on the German 
question. Incredible as it may seem the 
comrade argued that India or China, cot 
Germany, was the key to the internation- 
al situation. He claimed, too, that the 
victory Of Fascism in Germany would 
not precipitate intervention in the U. S. 

a R. 

Comrade Glotzer's summation of the 
discussion shattered these arguments to 
bits. He showed again, upon the basis 
of the Stalinist move, the frightful con- 
sequences for the C. P. G., the trade 
unions, all working class organisations 
including the social democracy, of a 
Fascist victory In Germany; the inevit- 
able world wide reaction that would fol- 
low, and * the certainty of intervention 
on the U. 8. S. B. 

The forum was a demonstration that 
despite the shameful silence of Stalin 
and the Comintern generally and the 
Daily Worker in this country, on the 
burning importance of the situation in 
Germany, revolutionary internationalism 
is still alive even in the ranks of the 
party etifled by the bureaucratic leader- 
ship. 
CB3J 8 B fl n A'n'ATfiTo^o'innrn'tt a otrtnnnf 



The founder of the German labor 
movement were not without shortcomings 
In the field of theory and tactics. Marx, 
who was his contemporary, explained 
them sufficiently and they are known to 
the students of socialist history. But, 
for every serious revolutionist, Lassalle 
remains Lhssalle, the sword and the 
flame of the proletariat. We do not 
grant to anyone the right to disparage 
and belittle him— and thereby to distort 
him altogether and to obscure his grand- 
iose historic import. 

Lenfn, Who was not so presumptious, 
spoke of Lassalle many times, and al- 
ways- with respect. He began his fam- 
ous brochure "What Is to be done?" by 
quoting, in thesis form, from a letter 
of Lassalle to Marx. In another place 
he speaks of "the historical service Las- 
salle rendered to the German labor 
movement" Trotsky has referred to 
him in the same manner in 'Our Revolu- 
tion'' and in other works. Such exam- 
ples were lost on the reviewer who ap- 
praised Lassalle in the Militant. 

It is necessary to protest against the 
utterly false evaluation ' of Lassalle in 
the review under consideration. But it 
Is no less important to react against 
the spirit it manifests. We have to 
be careful that such a movement as ouxs 
which is obliged, especially under pre- 
sent conditions, to emphasize the crit- 
ical side of its work, does not become a 
playground for smart-aleckism and par- 
venue self-assurance. Tendencies of this 
kind are to be seen now and then, es- 
pecially among the youth. The parvenue 
spirit is the petty -bourgeois spirit. It 
Is alien to an organization of proletarian 
revolutionaries and has no legitimate 
rights within it. 

—J. P. C. 



In Spain: The Socialists and State Power 

Reformists Maneuver to Avoid Responsibility before the Laboring Masses 



The party with the strongest influence 
among the workers and peasants of 
Spain today is the socialist party. In 
the coalition cabinet of Jhe Cortes It is 
represented by three ministers, Cabal- 
lero, de los Rios and Prieto. As a con- 
sequence of the relationship of forces 
in the country the question, of a socialist 
government in power has become one of 
the most acute iSsues In the present-day 
^politics of Spain. 

One can scarcely point to any .other 
body in the country that has played, a 
more despicable role in Spain than the 
socialist party. During the period of the 
Primo de Rivera dictatorship, with its 
record of reaction and repression, the 
socialist leaders worked hand in hand 
with the dictatorship. Largo Caballero, 
the leading spokesman of the socialist 
party and Secretary of the socialist Gen- 
eral Workers Union, was a Concillor of 
State under Primo, and by his assistance 
to the dictator purchased a legal exist- 
ence for his party and his trade union 
organization, both of which were con- 
verted into docile agencies of the state. 
It was Caballero. functioning as Council- 
lor of State, who elaborated the notor- 
ious law providing for the "comites 
paritatios", consecrating by compulsion 
the system of class collaboration through- 
out every industry. Until virtually the 
last day of the monarchy, the socialist 
leaders helped to drag the dictatorial 
juggernaut over the prostrate bodies of 
the Spanish working class and peasantry. 

The Intensification of the revolutionary 
situation, marked by fierce general 
strikes in the principal localities served 
to cut the reluctant socialist away from 
the dictatorship. The bourgeoisie, com- 



pelled to sacrifice the monarch to the 
furious advance of the insurrectionary 
people, wisely provided themselves with 
a buttress on the Left side in the form 
of the bourgeois-socialist coafitlon in the 
revolutionary commttee which subsequ- 
ently constituted the government. 

The Socialists in the Coalition 

The drawing of the socialists into the 
coafition had a double advantage for 
the bourgeosia In the first place, the 
flection apparatus of the S. P. was im- 
mediately placed at the service of the 
joint coalition — no small matter, for the 
S. P. constituted after the proclamation 
of the republic about the only political 
party with even a well-equipped skeleton 
organization. Secondly, the presence of 
these socialist and trade union repre- 
sentatives in the government served to 
give it sufficient of a rose tint at the 
outset 'bo attract the support of masses 
ot workers and peasants who, still dom- 
inated by strong democratic illusions, 
would have regarded^ a purely bourgeois 
government with considerably greater 
suspicion and even hostility. 

But such an inconvenient combination 
oannot last fpreven. That is to say, the 
development of the struggle, far from 
moderating, is becoming increasingly 
acute. The masses are demanding a 
cash payment for their revolutionary* up- 
rising which ushered in the republic, 
they, are demanding the fulfillment of 
those multitudinous promises with which 
the bourgeoisie bought their support. 
Issues are therefore being put so pointed- 
ly that it becomes increasingly difficult 
for the socialist leaders to take the 
same position towards them as is taken 
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1. I have received No. 5 of the organ 
of our Bulgarian friends, Osvobzhdenie 
(Emancipation). This number contains 
truly astounding [material of the mal- 
treatment of our comrades in the' prisons 
by the Stalinists Imprisoned there. It 
appears that a group of supporters of the 
Left Opposition has been formed against 
the prisoners in some of the Bulgarian 
penitentiaries. Against them, a rabid and 
thoroughly poisoned, that is, a purely 
Stalinist badting Is carried on, which is 
fostered by bureaucrats from the outside. 
One need not doubt that among the incar- 
cerated Stalinists there are not a few hon- 
est and upright revolutionists. But when 
In the name of the Comintern tbey are 
told all sorts of atrocities about the Left 
Opposition, atrocities, which they cannot 
verify in prison, they poilt out their 
prison hatred upon the Left Opposition'* 
ists, that is, they take the road of least 
resistance. The demand of the Opposi- 
tionists that these accusations be stated 
openly and verified, leads to new calum- 
nies and physical collisions. 

In Plovdiv (Philllpopel) a few com- 
rades were lieavlly wounded, the Stalin- 
ists applying to the state prosecutor 
with a complaint against our comrades 
who were thereupon completely locked 
into punitive cells. Concerning this In- 
cident a letter of comrade D. Gatsehev, 
addressed to the Btate prosecutor, on 
October 16, 1931, is published in Osvob- 
ozhdenie. An excelent document which 
— as the editorial board correctly writes 
— bespeaks the high proletarian morale 
of our incarcerated friends. In my op- 
inion this letter must be brought out 
In the whole international press of Che 
Left Opposition ; ft deserves It in every 
respect. The declaration begins by point- 
ing out that its author belongs^ to the 
International Left Opposition. Further 
on it says: "Mr. State Prosecutor, I 
have never wanted and would never per- 
mit your interference in our factional 
struggles. You are the representative 
of bourgeois class rule against which we 
are fighting in order to replace it by the 
rule of the working class. We are a 
traction in the class struggle movement 
of tfhe proletariat which is a foe ot 
the class which you serve". Since his 
faction opponents nevertheless" turn to 
the state prosecutor, Gatsehev consider- 
ed it necessary to put the truth cor- 
rectly. Further on, the tragic episode 
of the collision, is presented in detail. 
After Gatsehev has quoted Trotsky's 
article on- the impermissibility of ter- 
rorized , methods In the Internal faction 
lights of the working class, he continues i 
"We cannot make use of provocation, 
terror, swindle, calumniation, killings, 
etc., in the struggle against comrades. 
But when we are asaulted— shall we not 
defend ourselves? Yes, we defend our- 
selves because we are no christians". 

The letter ends with the following 
words. "The real Judgment will be given 
by the working class. It is to it that 
I appeal". Similar incidents took place 
in other prisons. The public opinion of 
the working class must- be informed as 
widely as possible about these facte. 
Our Bulgarian comrades must feel that 
they are not alone, that there are hun- 
dreds and thousands of comrades witti 
them in every country and that the 
number of their friends is growing ra- 
pidly. 

It should be. added that comrade Gat- 



sehev was at once time sentenced to 
death. 

Greece 

2. I have received a group picture 
of 23 Greek comrades, Bolshevik- Lenin- 
ists, "Archio-Mariists", who are incar- 
derated in SIngros prison in Athens. 
This picture gave me a living and direct 
idea of the composition of our Greek 
section. Shameless, paid bureaucrats 
have bad the cheek to call these prole- 
tarians whose revolutionary spirit Is 
written upon their countenances — Fasc- 
ists! Wherever the faction of the Bol- 
shevik-Leninists In Greece has sunk firm 
roots in the working class tae future 
belongs to genuine Bolshevism, to genu- 
ine Marxism. I salute most warmly our 
imprisoned comrades. 

Russia 

3. Just two months ago we received 
documents and material from the U. S. 
S. R., which characterised the theoreti- 
cal and political work ot the leading 
cadres of the Left Opposition. This ma- 
terial consists of a few hundred small 
sheets which are written with such mic- 
roscopic letters (for the purpose of con- 
splrative dispatch) that it took some 
six weeks to decipher it with magnify- 
ing lense in hand. By their externals 
alone they bespeak the high revolution- 
ary efforts that, are concealed behind 
them. The material received after so 
long a delay, we have begun to publish 
in the Unlet in of the Russian Opposition. 
In No. 25-26 there is reprinted a large 
article by comrade Rakovsky and pro- 
grammatic tbeses of three exiles. Every 
reader will be convinced without diffi- 
culty of how far the Russian Opposition 
stands from the idea of a capitulation. 
The material, which contains the inter- 
nal discussions lit the Left Opposition 
evidences the high level upon which the 
theoretical political level of the Russian 
Bolshevik-Leninists is unfolding. In It a 
new generation of Marxists is taking 
shape, which will not permit the extinc- 
tion of the theoretical spirit of scientific 
Conanunism. The less opportunity the 
Russian comrades have to let themselves 
be heard from at the right tirite and 
audibly, the more resolutely and intrans- 
Igeantly the foreign comrades must re- 
pell intrigues and insinuations of all 
sorts, regardless of the source from 
which they come. 

Hie January Conference of the C. P.'S. U. 

4. The preparations of the January 
Conference of the C. P. S. U. are en- 
tirely under the sign of the struggle 
against "Trotskyism". How long ago Is 



it that the Stalinist bureaucracy declared 
"Trotskyism" liquidated? (Molotov ex- 
claimed : "Coffin, finished !" and so 
forth.) Is it so long ago that it was 
established ; "The Right opposition is 
from now .on the main danger I" Now 
we have a new turn. " 'Trotskyism' Is 
the principal foe !" It is discovered 
that "Trotskyism" has penetrated into all 
the institutions of learning, into the most 
important text books and even into the 
commentaries to Lenin's works. The Cen- 
tral Committee informs tbe organiza- 
tions by telegraph that— while the Right 
wing opposition seeks points of. supports 
on the land, in the Kolkhoses, etc. — the 
"Trotsky ists*' raise their heads in the 
Industrial districts. Kaganovitch, the 
Amsterdamer, presented a speech before 
the Institute of Red Professors, which 
fills up a whole page of the Pravda, on 
the need of opening~up a struggle against 
"Trotskyism" all along the line. On the 
political significance of this campaign, 
we will have to express ourselves espe- 
cially in the near future'. For the time 
being, it is sufficient to mention a few 
facts that leap particularly to the eye. 
The Stalinist top is compelled -to draw the 
circle ever more closely around it. Ever 
less and less, can it base itsef upon these 
who repeat the general incumbent form- 
ulae of fidelity. That is why it invents 
supplementary -formulae, ever more enor- 
mous, which finally culminate in the 
dogma of Stalin's infallibility. Every 
attempt at Marxist research In any dir- 
ection whatever, leads inevitably to con- 
flicts with the ideology of Stalinism. An 
ever greater number of people who are 
not* connected with "Trotskyism" by any- 
thing whatsoever, who are, on the con- 
trary, even hostile td it, fall under the 
accusation of "Trotskyism". On the 
other hand, it appears that the most 
important Marxian seats of learning in 
all the higher educational institution are 
occupied by oppositionists who have 
capitulated. This fact demonstrates in- 
directly, but very convincingly, that a 
serious theoretical life exists only within 
the Left Opposition, so that the Stalinist 
bureaucracy is compelled to use rene- 
gades to occupy the most important seats 
of learning. 

The fact that such a tremendous state 
and party apparatus is compelled, after 
eight years of uninterrupted and bitter 
struggles against the Left Opposition, to 
concentrate all its forces once again for 
the struggle against "Trotskyism", shows 
the Imperturbable vitality of our ideas. 
The Russian Left ' Opposition still has a 
great historical word to say. 

— L. TROTSKY. 
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by Caba Hero's colleague, de los Rios, 

minister of Justice, in his interview to 
El Sol .last November. 

Opposing this standpoint is the group 
headed by Bestelno, a more popular flg- 
ur in the party, who is In fact, its 
chairman, as well as the chairman of 
the_G. ,W. D. and the president of the 
Cortes. Besteiro opposes a socialist 
ooalition until the parl^ is in a "strong 
enough position" to carry out the "full 
socialist program for the reconstruction 
of society". 
The Reformists Fear the Consequences 

Between both viewpoints, the whole 
essence of the Issue is juggled around 
with an elaborate and pompous cynicism. 
The socialists are the. strongest party in 
the country, with the largest representa- 
tion in the Cortes. They do not take 
power as a "pure" socialist government 
for the simple reason that they fear the 
conesquences of assuming so heavy a re- 
sponsibility before the masses. A real 
socialist party government could do lit- 
tle more and little less than social dem- 
ocratic governments have done in the 
past in such countries as Germany, Bel- 
gium and England. It would carry out, 
.in every essential respect, the policy of 
the bourgeoisie, to which it is bound by 
a thousand threads. But carrying out 
a bourgeois policy under its own name, 
without the possibility of furnishing pre- 
texts or shifting responsibility, would 
hasten phenomenally the disillusionment 
of the masses who still follow the soc- 
ialist party and are beclouded with dem- 
ocratic fantasies. Upon the background 
of a socialist government, would be stark- 
ly revealed all the cowardice, shame- 
lessness, Impotence and reactionism of 
the social democracy, in such a manner 
as would become clear to all. That is 
why the socialist leaders recoil from 
the prospect ; that is why even the most 



by the reactionary bourgeoisie, out of 
fear of disillusioning <the masses who 
still have a measure of faith In them. 

The Purpose of a "Socialist" 
Government 

In addition,' the problem should, be 
regarded from another angle. A bour- 
geois government in which the socialists 
merely participate but do not "govern" 
necessarily brings down upon itself grow- 
ing measures of popular wrath. Neces- 
sarily, for the simple reason that the 
bourgeoisie, to consolidate its position, 
is compelled to inaugurate reactionary 
proposals which rob the masses of any 
pretense to democratic rights and which 
flaunts all the promises made in the 
early days. As the' resentment and ac- 
tivity of the masses, rebelling as they 
are against these proposals, Increase, 
the bourgeoisie, or at the very least, a 
substantial section of this class, find it 
the best part of wisdom to put a "Left" 
wall between its domination and, the 
assaults Of the masses, in other words, 
a "socialist government" which they 
hope will more easily absorb the shocks 
of mass action. Another "section of the 
bourgeoisie, It is true, holder and head- 
ier, demands even stronger measures for 
the establishment of "law and order", 
measures which lead straight in the 
direction of Fascism. Thus is establish- 
ed the division of opinion in the ranks 
of the bourgeoisie : the latter standpoint 
is represented by Lerroux, who is al- 
ready proceeding to organize a Fascist 
band throughout Spain ; the former 
standpoint is advocated by fairly pow- , 
erfui organs of the ruling class, for ex- hard-pressed bourgeois thinks twice and 



ample, the ex -monarchist and now "re- 
publican" daily in Madrid. El SoL 
The Attitude of the Socialists 

In the ranks of the socialist party 
leaders themselves, however, there is a 
division of opinion on the matter of a 
"socialist government", or more accur- 
tely, of a "socialist coalition", for none 
of them has yet advocated a "purely" 
socialist cabinet. Largo Caballero, one 
of the least popular but strongest of the 
socialist leaders, ruling figure in the G. 
W. U., minister of labor in the cabinet, 
and ruled by an uncontrollable ambition 
to head the government, has already de- 
clared publicly the readiness of the soc- 
ialst party tx> constitute the government 
and.^ts cabinet. In the interview which 
he granted a couple of months ago, he 
emphasized however, that the socialists 
would not take over the government com- 
pletely, but would include in their cab- 
inet the representatives of other parties, 
for they realize that they have not 
enough strength and that the situation 
"is not ripe enough" for the socialists 
"to put through their complete program 
The same point of view was underscored 
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Pioneer Publishers Notes 

The Catholic Church exercises a strict 
censorship over the books its flock Is per- 
mitted to read. In this manner it keeps 
its sheep in peaceful ignorance, and 
therefore docile and obedient to the 
Church. 

The readers of the official Communist 
parties have learned from the Pope — or 
■have thev never forgotten their early 
training? They too dictate to their 
flock i "YOu must not read anything by 
Trotskv or any of the Left Opposition 
writers." By this prohibition they hope 
to keep the ^membership Ignorant of the 
issues under discussion. But here and 
there, as In the Catholic Church, dar- 
ing Individuals rebel against being kept 
ignorant. They insist on their right and 
duty to read the opposition material if 
they are to polemize intelligently. For 
the benefit of these, as well as others'who 
want to know what the disputes are 
which have torn tite Communist move- 
ment of the world into factions, we have 
undertaken the task of publishing for the 
first time in English all the manscrlpts 
which have been suppressed by the 'of- 
ficial" party. 

THE DRAFT PROGRAM 

The first of these manuscripts was The 
Draft Program, smuggled out of Russia. 
Months later we discovered that this was 
only part of Trotsky's criticism submit- 
ted to the Sixth World Congress. We 
then secured the balance, and published 
it separately under the title of The Stra- 
tegy of the World Revolution. This pam- 
phlet is in reality the second part of the 
Draft Program. 

CERTIFICATE HOLDERS 

AH those who have subscribed for 
certificates In the Pioneer PuhHsners 
paying the ?10 in full or in part, are 
requested to send their names and ad- 
dresses so the certiflcates can be mailed 
at once. Those who have not yet sub- 
scribed are urgently requested to do so 
Immediately. Payments can be made on 
a weekly or monthly basis. All hold- 
ers of certificates are entitled to a 
33 1-3% discount on all of our own 
publications and 15% discount on books 
of other publishers handled by us. 

With a little additional capital we will 
be abe to extend our publication work 
and include in our list a number-«>f the 
Marxian classics now ..out of print and 
some never printed before. Send for 
application blank to-day. 



three times before taking such a step — 
for after it might come the revolution- 
ary deluge. 

What Is the Official C. P. Doing? 

In view of this situation, the official 
party obdurately refuses to adopt the 
slogan and tactic advocated by the Left 
Opposition which is for driving the soc- 
ialists into a corner and compelling them 
to take a stand in the government 
which will J acilitate the winning of the 
masses for the revolutionary cause : the 
slogan and tactic which Lenin's Bol- 
sheviks applied with such exemplary suc- 
cess between the February and October 
revolutions in Russia. Against this 
position, the Stalinists adopt a thor- 
oughly sectarian and. sterile attitude. 
Bureaucratic boasting replaces revolu- 
tionary tactics. 

The party is forced Into a position of 
Inactive expectancy, waiting and hoping 
tor the socialist party to lose influence 
among the masses automatically, so to 
speak. It Is quite true that the social- 
ist party leaders have conducted them- 
selves 'before and since the proclamation 
of the republic in a most hideous man- 
ner, which has undoubtedly resulted in 
a certain decline of its influence. Un- 
fortunately, this process Is by no means 
a one-sided one, it is not automatic, and 
does not follow a straight line. If it 
took place in a vacuum, one might even 
establish with mathematical accuracy 
the point ot which socialist influence up- 
on the masses would reach the vanishing 
point. But it takes place, oh the con- 
trary, in a live and complicated environ- 
ment. Just as socialist opportunism has 
so often resulted in a strengthening of 
anarchist and syndicalist ideology in the 
masses, so also does anarchist sectarian-, 
ism and impotence frequently drive the 
disappointed masses back into the arms 
of the social democratic ■ opportunists. 
This is helng proved In Spain today. One 
need only point to Barcelona, where 
the socialist G. W. U. Is gaining 
strength for the first time in years as 
a result ot the hopeless course pursued 
by the anarchists. Thus these two ex- 
tremes of the labor movement feed upon 
each other parasltically. Worse yet, the 
antics and incapacity of the Stalinists 
have nullified many of the splendid op- 
portunities which Communism was of- 
fered at the expense of the social dem- 
ocracy in Spain. A more detailed exposi- 
tion of these phases of the Spanish sit- 
uation we leave to the forthcoming ar- 
ticles. 

—MAX SHACHTMAN. 
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Labor Fakers Before Congress 

The A. F. of L. Bureaucrats Finally Recognize the «Dole» 

♦ 

The other day one hundred A. F. of, flunkeys but, on the contrary, as a means 



L. "leaders" submitted a petition for 
Federal unemployment relief to Presi- 
dent Hoover and to Congress. The one 
hundred marched one whole mile to the 
White House. It was not exactly a 
hunger march, this dandy crew of well- 
groomed portly per-eaplta absorbers. It 
■must have been a rather grotesque look- 
ing affair. In the present unemployment 
situation. 

But this Is not the point. There is 
something else worth nothing In this 
whole affair. For the A. F. of L. higb 
officials It represents a considerable 
change of front, since the convention 
held at Vancouver last fall. Above all, 
it is (important to know tlie reason for 
Wiis change of front. 

First of all, it signifies further evi- 
dence of the slowly growing pressure 
within the unions, of discontent caused 
by the ravages of unemployment. The 
petitioners, so humble in this role, but 
insole nty haughty before their union 
membership, fear the signs of the coming 
discontent. They fear its becoming dir- 
ected against the rulers oi a system 
which is causing unemployment and mis- 
ery. They fear its becoming expressed 
in genuine class consciousness. Hence 
Ihey hurry to head it off if possible. 

We recall the traditionally reaction- 
ary A. F. of L. policy of servile cring- 
ing before the desires of the politically 
distinguished to Washington. It is this 
which has particularly distinguished its 
leadership as agents of capitalism. At 
the Vancouver convention the assembled 
high salaried business agents despite 
the changes in the phraseology of the 
orators, reinforced this policy in full. 
They frothed at the mouth against the 
"dole". They went on record against un- 
employment Insurance and any form of 
federal unemployment relief. 

Would it now seem, in view of this 
petition, that the traditional A. F. of 
L, poHcy is undergoing a change. We 
fear it would be entirely too optimistic 
to have such expectations; but these 
gentlemen are quite alarmed at the pro- 
spects of seriously rising discontent. 
And that much their petition reflects 
very distinctly. 

The petitioners ask for appropriations 
for direct federal relief; tor cessation of 
wage cuts; for the five day week, for 
the enactment of the Norrls anti-injunc- 
tion Mil and, of course, they also asked 
for the inevitable 2.75 percent beer. 
How disdainfully Congress ignored the 
plea of the humble petitioners, was 
shown by its adoption at this moment 
of a number of measures of relief to 
capitalism- There are the examples of 
the establishment of the two billion dol- 
lar reconstructing finance corporation, of 
the Glass banking bill, etc. On the very 
same day of the filing of tBe petition the 
Senate leaders girded their loins to de- 
feat even the moderate La Follette-Costl- 
gan bill providing an appropriation of 
375 million dollars for federal unemploy- 
ment relief. Undoubtedly more atten- 
tion would have had to be paid to the 
A. F. of L. heads if they had under- 
taken to lead a substantial section of 
the millions of unemployed in a mareh 
upon the White House. But that, of 
course, they bad no intention of doing. 
It Is precisely to prevent demonstrations, 
which can easily tan a flame of real pro- 
test and seriously advance demands, that 
the petition came forward, and came 
forward in the manner it did. The gov- 
ernment need not at all take serious 
heed of such requests. It well knows 
the Intentions and designs of Its obedi- 
ent servants. 

There may be workers, however, who 
take this, change of front at face value, 
thinking that it Indicates a more progres- 
sive attitude and hoping that real leader- 
ship lor unemployment relief can. be ex- 
pected from the A. F. of L. high salaried 
officials. Such hopes, of course, are 
doomed, to disappointment. ■ It Is true 
that even these reactionaries are subject 
to a change of front under compulsion 
and pressure. They may even under 
such conditions take steps forward and 
in a progressive direction. But by their 
position as defenders of capitalism and 
hopelessly reactionary make-up any such 
steps would always remain far behind 
the actual needs of the workers. Essen- 
tially they remain a brake upon the 
movement and looking for the first op- 

the 



of further drawing the di»tinct!on be- 
tween these capitalist agents and the 
rank and file workers, as well as a means 
of moving the masses ahead to build the 
movement. 

~This petition ror Federal unemploy- 
ment relief and what it Implies should 
offer an added opportunity to penetrate 
the ranks of the A. F. of L., in building 
the movement for a struggle for unem- 
ployment relief. As yet however, no ser- 
ious efforts have been made to extend 
the movement to embrace the A. F. of L. 
unions. 

The Daily Worker, in Its issue of Feb- 
rary 11th, says editorially in comment- 
ing upon this petition: "The workers' 
answer should be a wider campaign for 
unemployment insurance, building up the 
fighting ranks of both employed and un- 
employed, fighting hunger and the rot- 
ten capitalist system which produces It. 
In the ranks of the A. F. of L., the move- 
ment for unemployment insurance should 
be made to sweep the fakers off their 
feet". 

This is absolutely correct. But it can 
be made a reality in only provided the 
party leadership pursues a policy of the 
united front in every sense of the word. 
The opportunity for It has been avail- 
able; it Is becoming daily more pro- 
nounced, moreover, its acceptance and 
practice has become an Imperative need. 

The efforts of the party In the strug- 
gle for unemployment relief, while hav- 
ing something on the credit side of the 
balance sheet (for example by way of 
dramatization of the issue) still carry 
a mounting record on the deficit side. 
The very demonstrations organized by 
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the party., regardless of the militancy 
displayed, have constantly decreased In 
working class participation. The Febru- 
ary 4th demonstration was smalee yet 
than the proceeding ones. That down 
ward tendency is also the status of the 
movement as a whole. This has become an 
Ineradicable record of the working class 
attitude toward the party leadership 
und its policies. And this in a situation 
of growing pressure from mass discon- 
tent. 

Is It not be clear that here a complete 
change of policy is necessary. Not mere- 
ly a change on paper but a change in 
reality? 

—A. S. 



The Jailed Marine Workers and the I.L.D, 



I have received about a dozen letters 
from party members as well as I. L. D. 
members during the last week. Ail these 
letters deal with the same question- 
that of the I. L. D. and its relation to 
the defense of the prisoners involved In 
(he v&te. I hate not eWafft *tampB Hor 
writing material to answer ea«h letter in- 
dividually so this statement of facts 
will serve as a reply to all those concern- 
ed. If I am Judging correctly, it is evi- 
dent that a misunderstanding exists in 
many a comrade's mind as to my personal 
stand on the question of the I. I* D. I 
shall endeavor in this statement to set- 
tle that very question once and for all— 

At the time of out arrest Nov. 16, 
1931 we were entirely at the mercy of 
the police and they knew It only too 
well and acted accordingly. Hence, t&e 
inhuman and beastly 3rd degree and 
brutal beating. Bunker at the time, 
asked me whether I thought the I. L. D. 
would come, forward to defend us, I 
replied that I was sure they would as 
the organization of the I. L. D. was sup- 
posedly non-political and In any event 



World Powers at Loggerheads 

Japanese Repulsed in China as Laval Cabinet Falls in Paris 

<p- — 



Oppositionist Victim of 
White Terror in Greece 



BULLETIN 



The Bourgeois press reports the 
secret funeral of our comrade T. 
Baboncopoulos In Athens, Greece. 

200 comrades forced their way 
through the police columns that were 
guarding the gates of the cemetery 
in order to bid farewell to the victim 
of the medieval terror that the Yen- 
izelos regime exercises against our 
Greek comrades 

The police forces were reinforced 
from the military garrison and they 
succeeded in arresting all our com- 
rades whom they are deporting imme- 
diately to the island of Lesvos. 



non-partisan. On the following day, after 
having appeared in the Magistrate's 
Court and after having pleaded not 
guilty It became evident to me that the 
fc. L, D. did not intend to take the case. 
Realizing that wa were faciajt tha Mat 
of our life in prlsoa* if the frame up was 
succesful, it became evident that we 
must obtain legal advise somehow. I, 
therefore,put through a telephone call 
from Tombs prison to Mr. Fishman, an 
attorney who had successfully defend- 
ed me in another case. Mr. Fishman 
arrived the same afternoon and upon 
hearing the ease told me that he would 
see us through, fee or no fee. He has 
kept his promise. 

On the 19Mt of November, three days 
after the arrest, I received a letter 
from comrades Cannon and Tresca, in- 
forming me that due to the fact that 
no one had seemingly come forward to 
defend us, they had In conjunction with 
other comrades retained an attorney who 
would call to see us. The following day, 
Mr. Sabatino called and has since then 
handled ohe case as chief counsel with 
Mr. Fishman as associate counsel. On 
or about the 15th of December, one 
month after the arrest, I received a let- 
ter from Mr. Brodsky informing me that 
he 'had been instructed by the I. L. D. 
to offer his legal services. I want com- 
rades to bear in mind that this was the 
first offer we had from the I. L. D. and 
it came 32 days after our arrest. Bun- 
ker, Trajer and myself dlseussed the 
letter and it was decided that I should 
write Brodsky asking him to call in-or- 
der to enable us to discuss the question 
of the committee and endeavor to find 
ways and means whereby the I. Ii. D. 
and the committee could get together on, 
the question. Nothing was heard from 
the I. L. D. until 9 days later, when 
Brodsky came. I asked him how the I. 
L. D. could explain its attitude in view 
of the fact that when approached by 
workers shortly after the arrest they had 
(Continued on page 2) 



The events of the last week 
brought about a very noticeable shift 
in the relationship of forces among the 
powers Involved in the recent struggle 
The unexpected and rasher remarkable 
resistance put up by the Chinese at 
centering on the Far Eastern question. 
Chapel has vexed the Japanese aggresora 
oonsiderably. And the rather cool re- 
ception given the French delegation at 
Geneva, has not served o encourage 
Tokio any either. The French imperial- 
ists have up to the present been the 
only ones to play the role of apologists 
for Nipponese militarism. 

The bold stand taken by Tardieu has, 
if anything, only been of service in the 
consolidation of <Wall Street influence in 
Europe. Isolated internationally by their 
strong-headed drive for a sharp solu- 
tion, the French reactionaries have suf- 
fered an internal defeat, through a com- 
bination of circumstances, by the down- 
fall of the Laval cabinet. The Inevit- 
ably more moderate regime that will 
succeed Laval, will not fail to take into 
account the desires and demands of the 
Washington government In continuing, 
under a new guise, the traditional French 
struggle for European hegemony. After 
all, the money bags will remain the de- 
termining factor In imperialist politics. 

Japan, weakened already by her Far 
Eastern adventure and losing ground 
continually in her (diplomatic disputes 
with the West, finds herself entangled in 
a net of strangling contradictions. On 
the one hand, the Manchurian expedition 
and the attack on Shanghai have already 
proved to be extremely expensive, have 
gapped her resources like a suction pump. 
A protracted stay in China can only 
mean the collapse of her financial struc- 
ture. Discontent at home is maturing 
rapidly. Despite ethe censorship, reports 
of anti-war demonstrations in Tofeio and 
In other cities have found their way Into 
the press. The economic crisis and the 
u»emplnvj"pnf It brings can only ag- 
gravate this situation tor the Mikado's 
ministers. On the other -hand, the Chi- 
nese boycott of Japanese goods has al- 



hav* ready piled up heavy losses for her In- 
dustries. And it is primarily the break- 
ing of the boycott that Tokio is concerned 
with at present, after the first flush of 
victory and the ravenous ambitious ac- 
companying it, have dimmed. And even 
then, it is questionable if the imperialism 
of the East could repair its losses by 
merely lifting the boycott, as the situa- 
tion stands today. At any rate, it may 
be safely assumed that In tlie coming 
weeks, the diplomats at Tokio will be 
much more "reasonable" in their nego- 
tiations with the U. S., Great Britain 
and the others until new factors inter- 
vene. 

The temporarily successful defense of 
Chapel has no doubt raised the morale 
of the Chinese troops. That the Kuo Min 
Tang politicians attempt to exploit this 
situation Is only natural. But it is not 
their Intention te make use of it by 
rallying the masses for a real struggle. 
For them, it simply constitutes capital 
In the bid for the support of American 
financiers. ^Washington is not at all re- 
luctant to come to the aid of the Chi- 
nese bourgeoisie. The centralization of 
China and its transformation into a 
stable market for American goods, has 
always been one of Wall Street's dreams. 
Any opportunity to realize this dream 
will be taken advantage of by United 
States imperialism. 

But the Kuo Mln Tang has not yet 
succeeded in establishing a stable bour- 
geois power In China. All the experi- 
ences of recent years have helped to 
strngthen the hatred of the masses of the 
people against the foreign robber powers, 
America included. They will undoubted- 
ly look upon the Kuo Min Tang's flirta- 
tions with Wail Street, with suspicion. 
This fact cannot help but Increase the 
opportunities of the Chinese Commun- 
ists to build up their influence and to 
take the lead In the struggle, supported 
by the prestige and the backing of the 



Soviet Union and the world proletariat. 
Itumors have been spread about re- 
lative to a supposed entente between 
the Soviet government and the Japanese 
with regard to the transportation of 
troops on the Chinese Eastern Railroad. 
Despite the disgustingly non- revolution- 
ary stand of Litvinoff at Geneva, dealt 
with elsewhere in this issue, daspite the 
fact that this position at the Disnrmanent 
Conference only constitutes another step 
in the Stalinist degeneration, it is, nev- 
ertheless, inconceivable, that there is 
any truth whatsoever in these rumors. 
Any such entente could mean only one 
thing in betrayal of the most elementary 
duty of a proletarian power— that of in- 
transigent antagonism to the imperial- 
ists and their designs against the op- 
pressed colonial masses. 

The imperialist powers are busy pre- 
paring their households for the coming 
test of strength. Just how Imminent 
this clash is, may be gathered from the 
parleys going, on at Geneva in the ante- 
chambers, away from the din of oratorial 
bombast. These discussions have for 
their subject the very prosslc matter of 
restrictions in the use of air-craft bomb- 
ing on civilians, the distances to be es- 
tablished between battle lines, etc. The 
utmost watchfulness is required of the 
International working class. We, too, 
must be prepared. The tension in Ger- 
many, in the face of the March elec- 
tions, may well give vent to an explosion 
that will shake Europe. The outcome of 
the class struggle In Germany will serve 
as a signal for imperialist action. It is 
the task of the Communists to lay the 
ground for a successful counteraction 
of the proletariat. The first requisite 
for that is internatioanl solidarity. And 
It is on this point, that the Stalinist 
leadership In all the parties of the Com- 
intern, and especially In the Soviet Un- 
ion must be called to order. 

— S. O. 



The Presidential Elections in Germany 



Glotzer Meetings 

The national tour for cumrade Glotzer 
is now under way. For the information 
of our readers In the various cities his 
dates are quoted below. 

Previously we announced fchat comrade 
Glotzer has Just returned from a visit 
to Europe in which he also spent about 
four weeks of fruitful discussion with 
Lenin's closest co-worker, comrade Trot- 
sky. It is the result of this discussion 
which will form the kernel of comrade 
Glotzer's lectures. His subject will be: 

WHAT IS EUROPE HEADING FOB? 

The following is '.he schedule for 
Glotzer's tour: 

Boston, Mass February 19 

Montreal, Canada.. February 21 
Toronto, Canada . . February 23 — 24 
Buffalo, N. Y February 25 

Meeting under auspices of Proletarian 
Party Opposition at 416 Pearl St. 

Chicago, III February 27—28 

"West Frankfort, 111. ..March 1 

St. Louis, Mo March 2 

Kansas City, Mo. March 3 

Minneapolis, Minn. . . March 5, 6, 7 

Chicago, III March 9—10 

Cleveland, Ohio March H 

Youngstown, Ohio . . . March 12 

Pittsburgh, Pa March 13 

The meeting for Glotzer in Montreal 
t*ill be held at Universite Ouvriere, 
SB East Craig St., Sunday evening, Feb. 
21. 1S32. 



All political parties in Germany are 
retrenching themselves for the general 
presidential election to be held In March. 
At present the nominations are taking 
place and the most Important parliament- 
ary drive in the history of German pol- 
itics is under way. 

Hindenburg has accepted the candidacy 
of a "coalition" drive to defeat Fasc- 
ism. He will have the support of the 
social democracy, the Centrist party, 
the People's Party, the Economic Party 
and the Democratic Party. In a word, 
the "democratic" forces are uniting on 
the basis of a defense and resistance 
against Fascism — and Communism. At 



From the Needle Strike Front 

The struggle of the dressmakers In 
New York began a week ago under the 
auspices of the Needle Trades . Workers 
Industrial Union. The Bight wing con 
trolled International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union postponed the calling 
out of its shops for more than a week, 
with the sole object of Isolating the 
fight of those dressmakers who are strik- 
ing under the banner of the Left wing. 
While the response to the Left wing was 
not such as would be desirable, the ranks 
remained Intact all the time since the 

The conditions of .the dressmakers are 
now in danger — now more than. ever. 

The Schleslnger machine will not fail 
to live up to its, reeord of betrayals r 
It will again look for all shades of "lm- 
parflial arbitrators" who will help stab- 
ilize" the industry at the expense of the 
(Continued on page 2} 



/%itl in Our Circulation Drive 



Slowly we are developing a group of 
active. Militant builders. But it is yet 
entirely too small, and the results have 
therefore remained scant. To make the 
proverbial "power of the press" have a 
meaning for the Left Opposition, tne 



portunity to betray. Nevertheless^ „ p ^ ^^ an ^^ ^ 

them, by the deepening /„.„„„.„„ „, „.„ ,..,„„i B tim, 



pressure upon 
of the crisis and by extension of the wage 
cut drive, will increase. This pressure 
would be deliberately and consciously: 
aided, organized and directed by Left 
wing militants. It should be made ar- 
ticulate and effective, not based upon ex- 
pectation of results from the official 



YOUNG SPARTACUS AFFAIR 

The Spartaeus Youth Club of New 
York (formerly the Marxian Youth Club) 
will hold an affair for the Young Spar- 
tacus at the Militant Hall, 84 East 10th 
Street, on Saturday evening, February 
27th. There, wdll be entertainment, 
dancing and refreshments. 

All youth are invited to attend this 
■flair as well an the regular club meet- 
ings held every Sunday afternoon at 
8 :0ft P. M. at fii* above address. 



Ing and extension of its circulation. 
And today, with several organs being 
published or about to appear, the exten : 
sion should embrace the whole Left Op- 
position press. This is our immediate 
aim. 

There are still a few months of the 
winter season left which offers the beat 
opportunities among workers being more 
attentive, participating more in meetings, 
and being more easily within reach of 
our propaganda. We naturally depend 
upon our comrades to support us, to at 
tend these gatherngs, to make their con- 
tacts, to sell a copy of the Left Opposi- 
tion press nnd to endeavor to get a 
new- sub. When practically organized 
and carried on, this will also heli> us 
in replenishing our depleted treasury 



THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST 
REVIEW, to appear April 1st as a new 
addition to The Militant, the Young 
Spartaeus, Unser Kamf, and Common 

istes. Secondly, by the special books and 
pamphlets offered for new subscribers 
during this period. All of this material 



which we assure all our supporters is 
badly needed. 

Thus we propose to take up particular- 
ly during our coming three months' sub- 
scription drive, covering March, April 
and May. Our'readers Have noticed the 
special inducement offers. First, in the 
announcment of the theoretical organ, 

GERMANY 

Tlie Key to the International 

Situation 
by LEON TROTSKY 

Single copies — 10 Cents In Bundles of 5 or more— 7 Cents 

Order Now 

Pioneer Publishers, 84 East io tk St. N. Y. C. 



has been published at the minimum of 
expense* so as to provide literature of 
a high quality at a price workers can 
afford to pay. As to the quality — that 
we are willing to submit to our readers 
to judge. But we expect they will also, 
upon the Inevitably favorable judgment, 
do their part to help build the Left 
Opposition press. 

During the period of the drive, we of 
fer for Militant subscriptions the fol- 
lowing ocndltions: 

One year subscription: $2.00— a copy 
of The Permanent Revolution (paper 
bound) by L. D. Trotsky. 

Six months subscription ; $ 1.00— -a copy 
of The Strategy of the World Revolution 
<paper bound) by L. D. Trotsky. 

Three months subscription : $0JJ0 — a 
copy of any one of our 10c pamphlets. 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST 
REVIEW will appear In 48 pages, bi- 
monthly in the beginning. The price per 
copy Will be 15c. Subscription will be 
$1.60 for 12 Issues and *1.00 for 8 Issues. 
Help us bull* the Lett Opposition Press! 



tjhe head of this drive stand the social- 
ists. The object Is to retain Hindenburg 
as the "iron man" to save the republic, 
and also to keep Brunlng at the head of. 
parliament. 

The Fascists are orientating them- 
selves for the drive. To them the elec- 
tions do not close the question, They are 
confident that they can defeat this coali- 
tion even on the election field. The Nasi 
party and thefr counter-part, the Nation- 
alist party, are grooming their ranks for 
a united stand against the "eoalltoa'\ 
The Fascists are now attempting to force 
through Hitler's citizenship with the 
aim of legalizing his participation In pol- 
itics and acting as a candidate for his 
party. 

It would be the greatest danger to tne 
working class of Germany and the whole 
world, and particularly the internation- 
al Communist movement, to believe that 
the Fascists will terminate their drive 
for power with the end of the elections. 
Quite the contrary. In the event of a 
defeat of Fascism at the election polls, 
they will begin instantly with a con- 
certed drive for power through an arm- 
ed coup. 

At the moment of this writing, the de- 
tailed plans of fche combined Fascist and 
Nationalist front are unknown. There 
is a certain uneasiness In the ranks of 
the democratic coalition because of this. 
They do not know how to resist the 
Fascist drive. They fear the results of 
an election defeat of the Fascists be- 
cause they understand that in such an 
event, Fascism will resort to an armed 
struggle against the government. 

In this situation the role of the Com- 
nunlst party is of highest importance. 
Information from Germany demonstrates 
that the C. P. G. is now concentrating 
on th4 elections. Thaelmann Is the 
party candidate for president. The party 
is now too, preparing for an Intensive 
parliamentary campaign as a fight on 
two fronts: the fight against Fascism 
and against the Centre-social democratic 
coalition, stressing at the same time 
that the most important fight must be 
made against the Centre-social democra- 
tic coalition, and not the Fascists. 

But the danger in the present situation 
lies in that the party sees no further 
than the elections. It is correct that 
the party should carry on the struggle 
gle on the election field. But that can- 
not be the final aim of the struggle. 
For the Communists it is more important 
to see further than just the parliament- 
(Continued on page 3) 
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The Jailed Marine Workers &thel.L.D. 

Soderbcrg Explains the Disruptive Role of the Stalinists in the Defense Negotiations 



(■Continued from page 1) 
turned us down with the excuse that they 
did "not want to reopen friendly rela- 
tions with Soderberg'". -He told me to 
"fdrget it." After some discussion it was 
decided that Brodsky call on Sabatino 
with a view of cooperating as an attorney 
and that the I. L. D. get In touch with 
the committee. To date, Brodsky has 
nor called on Sabatino nor Fishman. 
Prom this date, November 15th to Janu- 
ary 19th and, two days before we were 
scheduled to go to trial, nothing more 
was heard from the I. L. D. 

Oa January 19th, Stern, Organizer- 
Secretary of the New York district of 
the I. L. D. called and saw me here in 
prison. He said the 1. L. D. had sent 
him to offer the services of that organ- 
ization. I pointed out to him that we 
were going to trial in 48 Jiours so what 
could we do now? He stated they had 
been too busy with other canes. As far 
as he personally was concerned, he had 
just arrived from Pittsburgh where he 
had been at the time of our arrest and 
therefore did not even know we were 
arrested until his arrival in New York 
a couple of days ago. How sincere this 
individual was can be judged by the 
fact that at that very moment was rest- 
ing in'my pocket a letter written to some 
friend of mine dated New York City, 
Nov. 25th, with an official I. L. D. let- 
terhead and telling my friends that 
"Soderberg has asoeiated himself with 
some racketeers", was "an enemy of the 
workers" and finally that "this is not 
an L. L. D. case" and warning my 
friends to "keep hands off." I knew 
he was lying when he spoke to m© but 
1 did not want to do anything that 
would prevent the I. L. D. from joining 
with [he committee in the defense, 
told him that I was. still ready and 
willing to accept the I. L. D. in conjunc- 
tion with the committee. A few .hours 
later an attorney arrived bringing with 



him- a statement drawn up by Carl 
Hacker, N. Y. District Organizer of the 
1. L. D., which in effect asked us to 
dissolve the committee and discharge 
the Attorneys Sabatino and Flshman. 
We pointed out to him that it would be 
against all ethics and principles to do so 
now but in order that no one should say 
Chat we turned any defense offer down, 
we would be willing to accept the I. L. 
D. attorney as assooiate cousnel if that 
would be satisfactory to our attorneys. 
That evening I sent a letter to Stem 
informing him that I was willing to go 
to any extent to make this a real uni- 
ted front of the defense. 

I stated, however, ohat 1 would not 
under any circumstances tolerate a dual 
defense movement. I endeavored in my 
letter to make all kinds of concessions 
in order to leave the doc- wide open for 
the I. L. I>. to come in. The following 
day, Mr. Buitenkant, the I. L. 1). attor- 
ney, arrived and we had a discussion. I 
asked him to explain the previous actions 
of the I. L D. where they had spurned 
us and even referred to me as a stool 
pigeon. In reply, he stated that they 
had been mistaken, that their previous 
actions were erroneous but that they now 
were willing to rectify the errors. 

I asked him to leave, so the defend- 
ants could discuss the matter. I was 
warned during this discussion by both 
Bunker and Trajer that the I. L. D. was 
not sincere in this offer. I refused to 
believe it at the time. I could not con- 
ceive of an organisation playing with the 
very lives of three workers. I could not 
imagine the extent of their irresponsibil- 
ity and treachery. How correct Bunker 
and Trajer were later events have proven. 
Later Buitenkant returned and shortly 
after, Sabatino and Fishman arrived. 
We informed Buitenkant that we could 
not and would not .supplant our present 
attorneys nor discharge the committee 
that had worked faithfully for us. My 
stand was that I was still willing to ac- 



BOOK REVIEW 



Unemployed Councils in St. Petersburg 
in 1906 by Sergei Malyshey Workers 
Library Publishers. 

This pamphlet is an interesting and 
popular account of the unemployed move- 
ment led by the St. Petersburg . Bolshe- 
viks in 1906. Although Ute situation in 
which this movement developed is radi- 
cally different from that which surrounds 
the unemployment here of today, never- 
theless one reads these pages with the 
hope of finding some general experiences 
which are Instructive for the Commun- 
ists at present. And to be sure, this is 
to be found in the tactic used by the 
BolshevlMs in ■involving the employed 
workers in the fight for the Interests of 
the unemployed. 

The unemployed council movement In 
St. Petersburg developed on the declin- 
ing wave of the 1900 revolution, which 
had already attained its climax in the 
Moscow uprising of December. The 
fright which the Russian rulers had ex- 
perienced as a result of the revolution- 
ary actions of the proletariat plus the 
well organized movement of the unem- 
ployed enabled the Bolsheviks to wrest 
some concessions from the St. Petersburg 
city Duma for the unemployed. The un- 
employed situation itself had been arti- 
fically created by the bourgeoisie through 
a lockout of the workers in the last 
months of 1905 in retaliation against 
their revolutionary demands and actions. 
In the beginning the St. Petersburg Sov- 
iet had assumed the responsibility of 
caring for these tens of thousands of 
locked out workers, but after its sup- 
pression the Bolsheviks commenced the 
organization of the unemployed coun- 
cils. Unlike the present unemployed 
Councils which consist of all unemployed 
■who wish to join them, the St. Peters- 
burg unemployed councils were represen- 
tative bodies. The unemployed workers 
elected their delegates who composed 
the unemployed councils. The first un- 
employed council consisted of thirty 
delegates. 

The author relates how after its or- 
ganization he and the president of the 
Unemployed Council went to Lenin to re- 
port what had been done to organize 
the council. "Vladimir Illy Itch heard 
wnat we had to say, and then said he 
had some doubts as to whether the Un- 
employed Council alone could fulfill its 
program by its own efforts." 

Lenin told them: "Through this or- 
ganization alone you cannot inriuence 
the bourgeoisie; you will not be strong 
enough, and the unemployed workers 
themselves will not be able to develop 
this work on a broad proletarian class 
basis. Therefore, you must immediately 
extend the Unemployed Council to in- 
clude representatives of those employed 
In all the factories and mills in St. 
Petersburg. You must now begin to agi- 
tate in the factories and mills for this 
purpose, and immediately arrange for 
the election of these representatives. The 
Unemployed Council must consist not 
only of 30 representatives of the unem- 
ployed, but of 100 or 150 from all dis- 
tricts, from all factories and mills. This 
will provide the unemployed with a gen- 
uine proletarian leading body which will 
really be able to exert pressure success- 
fully on the City Duma and on the bour- 
geoisie generally". 

In accordance with Lenin's sugges 
dons, the organizers proceeded with the 
further formation of the Unemployed 
Councils. 



While the suggestions of Lenin are 
not applicable in their exact form for 
the unemployed movement in the United 
States, nevertheless, the essential idea, 
that is, that the unemployed themselves 
cannot compel the bourgeoisie to allevi- 
ate their condition to any appreciable 
extent, but must gain the support of 
the employed workers, remains pairtb 
cularly true today. In St. Petersburg 
where the workers had already experi- 
enced the organization of Soviets, it 
was proper to go to the factories to ob- 
tain the support of the employed work- 
er* In the United States, unfortunate- 
ly, this cannot yet be done, that is, not 
on a mass scale, for the workers are not 
ready for it. But it is possible to go 
to the trade unions. It is possible to 
fight within the trade unions for their 
participation fn the unemployed move- 
ment. This of course requires a correct 
trade union policy and a correct un- 
employment program, neither of which 
the Stalinists possess. The proposal of 
the Left Opposition to organize the un- 
employed councils on the united front 
basis is in accord with Lenin"b idea. This 
would transform them from their pre- 
sent feeble and insignificant state into 



cept I. L. D attorneys as associate coun- 
sel with Sabatino as chief attorney, pro- 
viding arrangements could be made with 
Sabatino and Buitenkant. It soon be- 
came evident, however, that this was 
impossible due to the obvious belligerant 
and domineering manner of Buitenkant 
towards Sabatino. He informed Sabat- 
ino that he did not understand the case, 
knew nothing how to defend it, etc. It 
should be borne in mind that Sabatino 
had gone through the case carefully 
several time-; but as far as Buitenkant 
was concerned, he had not even looked 
up the indictment and certainly had not 
asked us what it was all about. As 
Brodsky stated, "It is an ideal 1. L. D. 
eastf.'' "'We have the dynamite", "We 
have the workers framed", "And we have 
the stool pigeon". 

That is all the I. L. D. knows about 
the case to date, yet an attorney that 
has spent three months working on the 
case does not know "how to defend it. 
It was evident that we ceuld come to no 
arrangement after this. The following 
day we went to trial and a mistrial was 
declared. Upon returning to my cell I 
found a telegram from the I. L. D., 
offering to take over the defense. Al- 
though I at this time was certnin that 
the desires of the I. L. I), leadership 
was not so much to defend us as it was 
to disrupt the defense committee. I still 
wanted to keep the welcome sign up 
and wired the I. L. D. that my stand was 
still unehallenger. i. p., I was atil hvili- 
ing to accept the I. L. D. attorney with 
our attorneys, but that there was a dan- 
ger of a disagreement among Hie de- 
fendants and that there still was time 
to fight, in view of the mistrial. 

This is a true picture of happenings 
since our arrest and up till January 
2r>tb. On that date, the offical organ of 
the party tomes' out with a vicious at- 
tack upon the Marine Workers Defense 
Committee and accuses the committee of 
betraying the defendants. As one of 
those defendants I state openly and 
knowing the full meaning of my state- 
ment, that the betrayal is at the hands 
of the I..L. D. leadership. Not only have 
they betrayed the three defendants and 
viciously stabbed them in the back, but 
they have betrayed all that is fine, that 
U decent, that is sacred in labor's prin- 
ciple. 

They have shown themselves to the 
rest of the working class as open colla- 
borators with the prosecution, first at 
the time of the arrest when they left 
us at the mercy of the police and 
treacherously sneaked away and actual- 
ly assisted the authorities with their 
thinly veiled provocative articles in their 
press, and 'secondly, when they, under 
excuses of wanting to correct these past 
errors, came in and came with one pur- 
pose only — that of smashing our defense. 
In their eyes we are but political pawns. 
Oiir lives mean nothing to them. They 
are not concerned. They have played a 
game in this case so despicable, so ut- 
terly anti-working class that it makes 
one wonder and ask, why? What arc 
their purposes? 

Of one thing I am sure, if we are 
acquitted at our trial it will not be be- 
cause of the 1. L. D., but rather in 
spite of the I. L. D. There is one 
gratifying feature about this case. For 
the first time in modern Labor history 
has it been found possible for Anarchists 
Syndicalists, I. W. W. and Communists of 
different factions and A. P. of L. trade 



N. y. Open Forum 

The subject of comrade Shachtman's 
lecture on Saturday, February 13, held 
before an audience of about fifty work- 
ers, was "Imperialist Aggression in China 
—the danger of War". The facts and 
arguments adduced by comrade Shacht- 
man constituted a brilliant confirmation 
of the forecast made by comrade Trot- 
sky In November, in his pamphlet Ger- 
many— the Key to the International Sit- 
uation — "there is no threat of an im- 
mediate and acute danger to the existence 
of the Soviet Union from the Far East. 

While the Daily Worker and the Stal- 
inists saw in the Manchurian events prin- 
cipally a series of maneuvers against 
the Soviet Union, the Japanese imperial- 
ists were preparing the attack on Shan- 
ghai. With the realization of their 
immediate objective in Manchuria, they 
shifted their scene of operations south- 
ward, leaving the Daily Worker analysis 
hanging in mid-air. Nothing daunted, 
the Daily sees in the attack on Shanghai, 
the beginning of an assault against the 
Chinese Soviet Republic, that mythical 
creation of bankrupt" Stalinism. 

While the cannon roar in Shanghai 
and the civil ]K>pulation is ruthlessly 
slaughtered the suave diplomats meet in 
Geneva to discuss disarmament! To this 
orgy of hypocrisy and jockeying for fav- 
orable position comes that bright star of 
Soviet foreign policy— Lit vinoff. Not to 
be outdone by Grandi, the Fascist spokes- 
man, he proposes as the only solution to 
the problem of war — complete disarma- 
ment! But not to seem unpractical, he 
is willing to accept less as a beginning. 

So clear was the opportunistic policy 
of Stalinism at Geneva, so evidently in- 
correct was the Stalinist analysis of the 
Manchurian and Shanghai events, that 
there was no discussion in opposition to 
comrade Shachtmans presentation of the 
point of view of the Left Opiwsition. 



ORGANIZATION NOTES 



Our subscription drive is getting under 
way. That there are real opportunites 
for extension of circulation of. the Left 
Opposition Press is indicated by letters 
wo have received recently. We quote 
from one received from a comrade from 
Pittsburgh : "What I learned for a short 
while reading The Militant and the pa- 
per from Greece called PALI TON 
TAXBON (Class Struggle) I never learn- 
ed for six years reading the Em|>ros, the 
Greek language pajier of the- official 
Communist Party of America. I re- 
ceived your Greek paper COMMUNISTES 
which was sent to me, and found it very 
interesting. *' The comrade subscribes 
to The Militant for COMMUNISTES and 
orders some literature. 

From a Chicago comrade we received 
the following: "Please find enclosed 
money order for $2. for renewal of sub- 
scription to The Militant. I am out of 
work since May Inst year. The little 
savings I had are gone and I live on 
ehaitity at the present time. That has 
never happened to me before. The only 
thing they could not take away from me 
is the same old hutred which I feel for 
our wonderful order of society, the 
capitalist, system. I hope the comrades 
are able to keep The Militant going as 
a weekly." 

This should be a good incentive to 
The Militant builders. We have had 
among the most active ones of the re- 
cent mt.nths such comrades as Hedlund 
from Minneapolis, Sacharow from Chi- 
cago, Schechet from Boston and Goodmax 
fr.;.m Philadelphia. Comrade Goodman 
is now going to serve his term in Prison 
but we expect the Philadelphia branch 
to follow his fine example and to keep 
up this work. And we count surely on 



AFTER THE R.R. W AGE CUT 



organizations of influence, realiy cap- 
able of conducting a fight to help the unionists, to sit at the same table and 
unemployed, and develop the class con- 1 discuss ways and means of freeing mem- 



sclousness of the proletariat. 

The author traces the progress of the 
St. Petersburg Unemployed Council and 
the successes it was able to win until 
its liquidation when the reaction became 
very black. Of interest is the story of 
how the Bolsheviks were able to finance 
a whole series of strikes with funds ob- 
tained by the unemployed council from 
the City Duma. . This was done among 
0-Jher ways by listing the strikers as un- 
employed. The author narrates a num- 
ber of other Interesting occurences which 
makes this pamphlet very readable. 

-G. fi- 



bers Of their class. This is an achieve- 
ment but it is precisely this achievement 
that the party burocrats — with their 
blind, mad, factional rage— are trying 
to split. They tried, by lies, to stampede 
the workers at our arrest They did not 
succeed. They cannot understand it. I 
ask comrades, workers everywhere: Sup- 
port the Marine Workers Defense Com- 
mittee which is the only body that has 
the full and undivided confidence of the 
defendants. 

JACK SODERBERG, 
Tombs Prison 
February 4. IS*" 



FOR YOUR LIBRARY 

Books by Leon Troteky 

THE DRAFT PROGRAM OF THE 
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 

1. A Criticism of Fundamentals 

Introduction by J. P. Cannon 
1.40 pages hard paper cover 35c 

2. THE STRATEGY OF THE WORLD 
REVOLUTION 

(Part 2 of the "Draft Program") 

86 pages, two-colored paper cover 2flc 

Introduction by Mai Shachtman 

THE SPANISH REVOLUTION 

80 pages, paper cover 10c 

THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION 

208 page book — cloth bound 1.00 

paper bound SO 

THE HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION 

Translated by Max Eastman 
Vol. I — The Overthrow of Czarism 

Special price for shareholders — $8.00 
For members of the Communist 
League of America $3.50 

Ptone^ Pnbllshert 

8* East 10th Street 
New York City 



In our previous article on the Railroad 
Brotherhoods, we quoted a United Press 
report to the effect that on Jan. 14, Rail- 
road .capital and E;iilroad labor "sat 
■down across a conference table deter- 
mined (o provide dividends for rail in- 
vestors and work for unemployed rail 
men." 

Accordingly, the recent Chicago rail- 
road wage conference bad a two-fold pur- 
pose. First, to provide more profit for 
the millionaire investors in railroad 
bonds and stocks, more money for the 
rich who do not need it and did not 
earn it. and this money was to be taken 
from the poor railroad wrokers who 
needed it badly for food, clothing and 
rent, the very necessaries of life. Well, 
the first purpose of the wage conference 
was accomplished by taking $215,000,000 
front the rail workers wages and giving 
it to the railroad capitalists. But what 
happened to the second question on the 
conference program, to provide work for 
the unemployed rail workers? That was 
only a bluff in the first place. The Bro- 
therhood misleaders, who have nothing 
in common with the workers anyway, 
never had any intention from the begin- 
ning, of getting any work for its unem- 
ployed members by accepting a volun- 
tary wage cut for those who were unem- 
ployed. Ignorant, incompetent and over- 
paid as these Brother-hood officials are. 
they nevertheless know, and admit in 
their final agreement with the railroads, 
that wage cuts will not. create more work 
but diminish it. 

Complete Harmony prevails at the 
Wage-Cutting Meet 

According to T. C. Cashen, one of the 
participants at the conference, there was 
no disagreement between the Chiefs on 
the question of taking the ten per cent 
cut for the men. The only difference of 
opinion which arose in the conference 
was over "the policy of procedure". 
The policy agreed upon was to take the 
eut for the men right there and then. 
The Chiefs did not want their crony Dan 
Willard to wait until they put the wage 
cut through the mill of the Watson- 
Parker Law, because that might have de- 
layed the cut for another thirty or sixty 
days. As a matter of fact the Brother- 
hood Chiefs were so anxious to serve 
'and please the railroad Chiefs that they 
worked overtime on Saturday, January 
SO, in order to get their letter of ac- 
ceptance in shape for presentation to 
the railroads on Sunday, Jan. 31st, so the 
cut could be put into effect on Monday, 
February 1st! And to ehow by their 
own words the brazen betrayal of the 
railroad workers at this fake wage con- 
ference at Chicago by the Brotherhood 
leaders, we will quote in full their let- 
ter to Willard accepting everything the 
railroads asked for. Read it carefully : 
The Palmer House 
Chicago, Illinois 
January 31, 1AS2 
"Mr. Daniel Willard 
Chairman, Committee of Nine 
Railroad Presidents 
Chicago, Illinois 

"After a painstaking review of the 
proposals and arguments which have 
been ably and forcibly presented in be- 
half of the railroads, we feel compelled 
to reiterate our previous opinion that 
as a matter of pure right and justice, 
the railway employes could not be called 
upon to agree to a ten per cent reduc- 
tion of their meagre earning. Nor do we 
wish to give any assent to the theory 
that wage deductions are to be regarded 
ordinarily as the appropriate means to 
promote prosperity. We cannot believe 
that the public welfare is advanced by 
reducing the purchasing power of labor. 

"But, with a profound sense of our 



responsibility to the workers whom we 
represent and our country, we have 
weighed the urgent needs of the railroad 
industry and the demands of the public 
welfare' in this present unparalleled sit- 
uation against the individual sacrifices 
requested of the railroad employes. In 
file hope that our action may improve 
the health of our industry, may improve 
the cooperative relations of management 
and employes, may stimulate a revival 
of -business, and may advance the general 
welfare, we have decided to accept the 
proposal of the railroads to the em 
ployes whom we represent, that — 

'•Ten per cent shall be deducted from 
each pay check for a period of one year 
beginning February 1, 1932: 

"Basic rates shall remain as at pre 
sent ; 

"Tills arrangement shall terminate 
automatically Jan. 31, 11)33, 

"We attach the following conditions 
to this acceptance of your proposal: 

"(I] That the formal notices served 
by the railroads whom you represent 
upon the organizations of employes 
whom we represent, seeking a fifteen 
per cent reduction in present rates of 
pay, shall be withdrawn and further 
proceedings thereunder discontinued. 

"(2] That the railroads whom you 
represent will agree that without attach- 
ing any limitation upon the use of funds 
derived from this pay roll deduction, the 
participating railroads will make an 
earnest and sympathetic effort to main- 
tain and increase railroad employment. 

"We trust the foregoing proposition 
will meet with your 1 favorable consi- 
deration. 

Very truly yours, 
"(Signed) D. B. Robertson 

Chairman, Railway Labor 
Executives Associaton." 

We believe that the above letter con- 
stitutes the most open and shameful be- 
trayal of the railroad workers in the an- 
nals of the Railway Labor Movement. 
The two feeble conditions incorporated 
in the letter and numbered, (1) and (2), 
are both pure fakes, and are merely put 
in there by the labor skates to cover up 
their treachery to the workers. 

The request for a fifteen per cent cut 
referred to in condition (1) was never 
a serious proposal in the first place. If 
it had been, it would have been put into 
effect. In nil probability it was a sug- 
gestion by the Brotherhood leaders to 
enable them to make the workers believe 
that their leaders saved them something. 
As a matter of fact, everyone knew, who 
studied the matter, that what the rail- 
roads really wanted was a ten percent 
cut and they got it. Press reports re- 
leased at the very beginning of the con- 
ference on January 14, stated so frankly. 

In condition (2) where the Brother- 
hood Executives stipulate "an earnest 
and sympathetic effort to maintain and 
increase railroad employment", they got 
nothing. The railroads agreed to two 
things and those two they got, namely: 
A 10 per cent wage cut, and the offer 
on the part of the labor leaders of co- 
operation with the railroad manage- 
ments. Items (4) in the final agreement 
reads as follows : 

"The parties unite in expressing un- 
qualified approval of whole-hearted co- 
operation between management and em- 
ployes and agree to do everything they 
can tin support of this policy." 

The only thing the railroad workers 
got out of the Chicago wage conference, 
was another costly lessofi on the bank- 
rut pcy of its overpaid bureaucracy with 
its class cooperation policy and the use- 
less character of the craft system of 
organization. 

(To Be Continued) 

—A. B. 



more comrades joining the ranks of The 
Militant builders. 

The New York branch has elected a 
special committee in charge of the drive. 
Each member is required to bring in 
at least one subscription. The record 
of accomplishments will be kept on the 
bulletin board. This branch expects to 
be in the lead. Comrade Tom Stamm 
is giving special attention to the sub- 
scription drive in his capacity of being 
in charge of The Militant circulatoii. 
Our Second National Tour 

This week, comrade Glotzer is starting 
out on his national tour. Public meet- 
ings have been arranged in the various 
cities which will serve to further bring 
the views of the Left Oppostion on the 
burning issues of the class struggle be- 
fore the American workers. It will serve 
to give added life and added strength to 
the branches as well as to make more 
firm their contacts with the Centre. A 
couple of big features of this tour are 
to be a planned .address over the radio 
from St. Louis and a debate with A. C. 
Townley at Minneapolis. 

The subject of Glotzer' s meetings will 
in the main center around the issue of the 
international movement, and particularly 
of Germany, Comrade Trotsky calls 
Germany at present the key to the inter- 
natoinal situation. It. is decisively so. 
We propose to follow up regularly in 
The Militant columns with information 
of all developments in Germany and 
endeavor to make a searching analysis 
into the events and perspectives. We 
propose that in addition to Glotzer's 
meetings the branches should wherever 
possible bring the subject forward at 
open . forums and public .meetings ar- 
ranged by them. They should also, when 
an opportunity is available, endeavor to 
have our comrades speak on this subject 
before labor organizations. We expect 
the situation In Germany to become a 
subject for serious discussion by our 
membership as there are many Important 
lessons to be learned in such discussions. 
Altove all should this opportunity be 
utilized to spread comrade Trotsky's 
pamphlet on Germany far and wide. 



The Sims Murder 

The terror of the boss-class in Ken- 
tucky knows no bounds. Not content 
with brutal repressions and beatings, 
they have resorted to murder. Cold, 
planned, premeditated murder. 

On Wednesday morning .February 18. 
William Stmms, nineteen year old or- 
ganizer of the National Miners Union 
and member of the Young Communist 
League was shot down by deputy thug. 
Orbin Miller in the employ of the Rocke- 
feller controlled mine interests in Pine- 
Vile, Kentucky. He died a few hours 
later. Lawson Green, a X. . M. U. or- 
ganizer, who was with him when the 
shooting took place was arrested. As 
Simms lay dying in a Knox County hos- 
pital the inhuman district attorney kept 
plying him with questions. All urgings 
from hospital nurses and friends of the 
young organizer, to have that torture 
cease, proved futile. When the district 
attorney finished his inquisition the bed 
was saturated through and through with 
the red blood of the young miner and 
Communist. The end came a short while 
after. 

Murderer Orbin Miller who went 
through a formal arrest was later releas- 
ed by county Judge Baker of Barbour- 
vllle." The reason given being that he 
(the depntymurderer) shot either in de- 
fense of himself or bis accomplice. "So 
it didn't matter." But it does matter! 
It matters to the starving and strug- 
gling miners in Kentucky. It matters 
to all those impoverished dsouthern 
workers, black and white, fighting for 
the right to organise. It matters to the 
entire militant working class. 

Lawson's testimony in the mock-tria! 
against killer Orbin Miller was. rejected. 
His testimony was rejected because he 
was a miner. His testimony was re- 
jected as invalid because be dared tell 
l^ie miners -of KentVcky-Tensiesaee 'of 
their serf-like existence. His testimony 
was rejectedd because he dared tell them 
organize. In the County Court of Bar- 
bourville, Kentucky, Orbin Miller's testi- 
mony proved valid and just because he 
has a general reputation as a fciller. 
Because he served a sentence In jail for 
robbing the Cumberland <3iil> post office. 
Tiiis .degenerate's testimony was placed 
against the testimony of Green Lawson, 
miner and organizer and the court de- 
cided in favor of the degenerate, the kill- 
er. 

From the Needle Strike Front 

(Continued from apge 1) 
workers; openy or behind the backs of 
the workers these class-collaborators and 
parasites will give up what still remains 
of the conditions that (he dressmakers 
won through many hloody strikes. It 
is this danger of leaving the conduct of 
the strike in the hands of the Schlesing- 
er maeine and their Lovestone helpers 
that makes imperative for the Left wing 
to eall for: 

(1) UNITED PICKET LINES. (2) 
FOR IMMEDIATE FUSION OF THE 
TWO STRIKE COMMITTEES. (3) FOR 
A CONFERENCE TO CONSIDER THE 
SETTLEMENTS JOINTLY. 

The banner of the Left wing can 
again be radsed high among the thousands 
of organized and unorganized dressmak- 
ers In the struggle for unity, in the ef- 
fort to bring about One Union, In the 
fight for better conditions for the needle 
workers. The great mass of dressmak- 
ers will marlch under the Left wing 
bannef when they see It unfurled it for 

unity. 
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The Character of Fascism 

An Analysis of the Composition of the Hitlerist Camp 



In October 1930, the central commit- 
tee of the C. P. (I. decided overnight, 
that Fasoism is reigning In Germany and 
that -Bruen in g is its prophet. The 11th 
Plenum of the K. Ci C. I. put its seal 
upon that, and all expectations, nourish- 
ed by the "deviations" and inconsisten- 
cies in the resolutions, in the speeches of 
Remmele, etc., that the German central 
committee would revise this decision and 
take reality into account, have come to 
naught. Under the mask of a "theor- 
etical elaboration"; a Mrge current of 
confusion is S owing through the party 
into the minds of its membereship and 
the only one of the four credos of the 
Thaelmanji article in December which is 
actually being preached. Is : 'W« live 
under Fascism!" "Fascism and social- 
Fascism in the last analysis are two dif- 
ferent shades of one and the same basis 
for the bourgeois dictatorship" (ManuII- 
sky's report to the 11th plenum) 

It is therefore not at all strange that 
the resolutions of the fith world congress 
have been rained from their graves and 
that Stalin's theoretical infantile mal- 
adies, like "social -democracy as a mod- 
erate wing of Fascism", "social democr- 
acy and Fascism as twins" and other ab- 
ortions of the same sort are being preach- 
ed as eternal truths. It is only being 
consistent for a Warner Hirsch* (Die 
Internationale. Vol. Ifi, No. 1) to eoun- 
terpose democratic England and France 
to "Fa -.cist" Germany! 

The question of the evaluation -of the 
situation, the question whether we really 
have Fascism already in Germany, is of 
the greatest strategic importance. If 
one takes an affirmative position on this 
question then nine must come to «n en- 
tirely different point of departure, to an 
entirely different (and distorted) evalua- 
tion of Hitler, as well as of the Fascist 
danger in the perceptible future. For 
in that case the question of a formulation 
becomes the question of a prognosis or 
the most likely development. 

The theoreticians of the Comintern are 
operating with commonplaces like 
•'Bruening and Hitler are both merely 
dictators of the bourgeoisie. Between an 
open Fascist dictatorship and the Bruen- 
ing government there is in no case any 
class difference whatsoever." These are 
elementary truths for every Marxist. 

The essence of Marxist analysis does 
mot, however, consist in the recognition 
of the general, but of the particular, of 
the concrete. The essence of a valid 
political characterization does not consist 
of the ability of fastening it on to every, 
but to a definite, political situation. 

Can the expression "Fascism" serve 
as a characterization for a specific pol- 
itical phenomenon, for a definite situa- 
tion? It can. But in that case, what Is 
"Fascism" actually? A review of Eur- 
opean, and especially Italian Fascism, 
permits us to elaborate certain specific 
features of it, without any difficulty. 
Fascism is a unique and new phenomenon 
of the period of monopoly capitalism, a 
product of post-war -capitalism, an off- 
shoot of reformism. 

As the collapse of economy spreads, 
as reformism begins to disappoint the 
masses looking for a way out, Fascism 
is saddled everywhere with the task of 
intercepting the radicalized masses who 
are about to turn revolutionary channels 
and of faking them useful once more for 
the purposes of finance capital. It is a 
matter, in this case, first of all, of radi- 
calized petty bourgeois masses and con- 
sequently, we see everywhere, as a par- 
ticular feature of Fascism— its broad 
petty bourgeois mass basis. Further- 
more, we se as a consesuence of this, 
the super-radical and quasi-revolution- 
ary, typieally petty bourgeois phrase- 
ology, the desecration of the idols of 
yesterday— democracy, pacifism — and the 
idealization of the most brutal strong- 
man dictatorship. We see further an 
unrestricted terror of the Fascists against 
the working class and all Its organiza- 
tions before and after Its seizure of 
power, through particular organs (Fasc- 
es, Storm Divisions, etc.)— a terror 
of such a great quantltlve proportion 
that It becomes transformed into a spe- 
cific quality. Fitfilly we see the na- 
tionalist ideology as a maneuver of div- 
ertinf attention from social misery and 
as the basis of an aggressive foreign 
policy, which is possible only on the 
backs of a defeated working class, for 
whom the revolutionary way out is 
closed. ' It is especially significant to 
take into account, as Alfred Kurella- has 
done, the strong war sentiments cur- 
rent among the Italian workers. 

Its origin and, the tasks aslgned to it 
by the bourgeoisie, account for the posi- 
tion of Fascism with regard to the soc- 
ial democracy. Fascism, which cannot 
tolerate any other party, not even a petty 
bourgeois one, at its side, con least of 
all tolerate those for whom it must sub- 
stitute, because they have compromised 
and outlived themselves. It is quite true 
that the social democratic leaders would 
like to rule together with Fascism, but 
Fascism would not share Its power with 
them. Despite the offer for a coalition 
made by the Baldest of the Socialist 
Party »f Italy, the S. P. I- was proscrib- 
ed even before the C. P. I. Despite all 
the services rendered to Pllsudski by tie 
Socialist Party of Poland, its leaders 
nevertheless landed in the fortress 
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several D'Aragonas will go over io Fasc- 
ism, it is certain that the reformist or- 
ganisations i a themselves will be totally 
crushed. 

"Fascism, nourished by the social dem- 
ocracy, will and must eventually crush 
its skull, in order to reach power. The 
Austrian social democracy does all it can 
to facilitate this surgical operation for 
it, (Trotsky)". 

That is why the formula of "social 
Fascism" Is not only harmful in agita- 
tion, but also false as a political pro- 
gnosis. 

When we consider, after this brief 
analysis of Fascism, the present day 
Bruening government, the differences are 
unmistakable. Its social basis consists 
unfortunately, as yet of the reformist 
workers chained to it by their treacher- 
ous leaders and not of the petty_-bourgeois 
masses of Fascism even though It does 
indeed maneuver with the latter from 
time to time, The ideology of the Bruen- 
ings who base themselves upon a parlia- 
mentary majority, is conservative and 
not quasi-revolutionary. The terror of 
the state apparatus is as yet in its em- 
bryo. It restricts itself to the toleration 
of the Nazi terror. The foreign policy 
of Bruening Is not that of Hitler. That 
is what differentiates Bruening from 
Fascism. What brings him closer to it 
we know full well ; It Is the regime of 
emergency decrees, the factual even if 
not formal, suspension of democracy, the 
active support of the Nazis, etc. If we 
want to evaluate the Bruening govern- 
ment as a whole, we must characterize 
it not as Fascism but much more pre- 
cisely as the government of the transi- 
tion to Fascism, of the active prepara- 
tion (Groener!) of Fascism. 

The difference between Hitler and 
Bruening consists not in the aim but in 
the social basis (what Thaelmann, Manu- 
ilsky and Co. say about their common 
social basis Is pure twaddle). It con- 
sists <in the methods. And that Is some- 
thing that must not be overlooked. 



respondent ) . — On December 31, 1931 
S'ate troopers arrested comrade Demi- 
trios Mylona, President of the Panrefu- 
gees Organization of Agrlci, and led him 
to the Police Hearquarters. There the 
lackeys passed him through -the third 
degree and locked him in a dark cell. 
At midnight, the Chief of Police Anas- 
taspoulos arrived at headquarters and 
immediately begun to examine our com- 
rade. During the hearing our comrade 
declared that he is a Communist and as 
President of the "Panrefugees", he car- 
ried the book and a protest leaflet, which 



It is, however, conscious deception to 
characterize this order of things as the 
"lesser evil", as the social dem- 
ocracy is doing. Because the "lesser 
evil" Bruening is being tolerated 
by the S. P. G. and not fought by it, 
it becomes by Itself an ever "greater 
evil" and is enabled thereby to prepare 
the "greatest evil" so impudently. It Is 
clear that to differentiate between Bruen- 
ing and Hitler does not as yet signify a 
policy of toleration. The Marxist man- 
ner of posing the question is given by 
Trotsky in his latest pamphlet : 

"We Marxists consider Bruening and 
Hitler, together with Braun, as compon- 
ent parts of one and the same system. 
The question which one of them is the 
lesser evil, has no sense, because the 
system against which we are fighting, 
needs all these elements. But for the 
moment, these elements are in conflict 
with one another and the party of the 
proletariat must take advantage of this 
conflict in the interest of the revolution". 
— F.. BAUER. 
Berlin > 
(To Be Continued) 



Immediately, this bestial policeman at- 
tacked our comrade with a black Jack 
shouting that he is a member of the Un- 
employment Committee which met this 
Monday. Confronted with the Bolshevik 
courage of our comrade, the beast con- 
tinued his attack with rabid madness for 
a whole hour until our comrade began to 
bleed At the end he did stop with the 
threat that he is going to kill hfm in 
case he continues to be an active Com- 
munist. 

The following day they called comrade 
Mylonas for another hearing. 

But how Anastasopoulos was able to 
learn of the meetings of the Unemploy- 
ment committees which are illegal re- 
mains a mystery. In this organization- 
al committee Stalinists also participated 
and there it is possible that this treach- 
ery is the work of stoolpigeons which ex- 
ist in the Stalinist ranks. 

The condition of comrade Baboucopou- 
los continues to be the same and the 
wounds in his shoulders are not healed 
and therefore he can't move from his 
bed. The Municipal Hospital shows a 
criminal neglect and the same attitude 
is shown by the I. L. D. Our comrades 1 
have to care for him. In the meantime 
the condition of our comrades within the 
prisons walls remains the same and we 
urge the formation of a committee of 
workers and intellectuals to bring to 
light the criminal activities of the War- 
dens who are aiming to exterminate our 
fighters by every device of terror. 

JVe are informed that our comrades 
of the Averof prisons are going to de- 
clare a hunger strike because the Min- 
istry of Justice did ont reply to their 
demands. 

The "Students Syntrofla" circulated 
leaflets and appeals to every intelligent 



The Stalinists in Bulgaria 

Use Violence against Oppositionists in the Prisons 



We are bringing below the docu- , 
ment of comrade D. Gatcheff , incar- 
cerated in the Philipoppet Prison in 
Bulgaria, mentioned in the February 
6th issue of The Militant. It speaks 
highly of the revolutionary quality 
of our Bulgarian comrades, whose 
splendid morale should serve as an 
example and as an inspiration to all 
Communists, and to the Left Opposi- 
tionists in particular. 

To the District Attorney of the Phil- 
lipoppel Court, Petition of the Prisoner 
Dmitri M. Gatcheff, sentenced to life 
long imprisonment, a member of the In- 
ternational Left Opposition under the 
leadership of the brave comrade Trotsky 
arid Rakovsky, against G. Ognlanoff, T. 
Nikoloff, Boris Dimltroff. etc. 
Mr. District Attorney: 

I should never have desired or toler- 
ated your interference into our fac- 
tional disputes. You are a representa- 
tive of the power of the bourgeois class 
against which we are fighting and for 
which we want to substitute the power of 
the working class. We are a faction in 
the labor movement hostile to your class 



of our faction, incapble of conducting 
an Ideological struggle and of withstand- 
ing our tactics, resort to personal at- 
tacks, provocation and threats, employ 
ing all the means unworthy of a rev- 
olutionist. They have more than once 
published all sorts of stupidities about 
us, for which they have never brought 
any proof. We have answered all these 
provocations in a firm and disciplined 
manner, by pursuing our course, the 
course of the Marxist Left Opposition. 

They have threatened our fniends that 
they would throw them out from the 
third floor windows of the Central Prison. 
They have spat into their plates to de- 
prive them of the meagre nourishment 
granted by the class enemy. They have 
attempted tn get two of our friends killed 
at the hands of paid assas-iiis. (At the 
Haskovo Prison) they have crushed the 
skull of one of our friends. They have 
made attacks upon the lives of our fri- 
ends in the prisons of Silveu, Vidin, etc. 
They have stolen letters directed to us 
. . . That has become a system with them. 
They murder our friends in Russia, In 
the fatherland of the workers and pea 
sants. They impriscn, they sentence to 
justice and to your class itself of whjelj, deportation Bolshevik-Leninists like Trot- 



•This gentleman, still convalescing 
from the Merker malady, is seeking to 
squeeze his way into the front ranks of 
the bureaucratic jackals gaaln, by howl- 
ing himself hoarse against Trotsky 
("Trotsk, an agent of Hitler-Fascism"). 
In his day, he hlmsetf, after leaving the person, worker or intellectual to partlei- 



C. P. G., did not disdain the role of a 
genuine "agent of Ullstein". 



pate in the rally which is scheduled to 
be held at the "Trianon". 



you are one of the representatives. But 
in the moment in which my opponents 
of the other faction turn to you and de- 
mand justice from you, I am forced to 
bring the truth. In the first place, be- 
fore the working class and then also to 
the attention of your tribunal. At any 
rate, the responsibility for this inter- 
ference on the part of our class enemy 
into our internal disputes, rests upon 
my opponents. 

For a long time there have been ex- 
isting several factions within the labor 
movement; the Bight the Centrist and 
the Left. Of late, the approach of deci- 
sive struggles between the classes has 
brought about an aggravation of the fac- 
tional disputes. 

The Left faction In Bulgaria, as ft 
exists at present, came to the fore to- 
wards the end of 1928. The Opponents 



-- Sharp Changes in the Foreign Policy of the French Imperialists -- 



(Continued from last issue) 

For the reasons enumerated in the 
first part of this article, the Laiissane 
conference, which is to occupy itself with 
I he question of reparations, that is to 
say, in the last analysis, with the Ver- 
sailles Treaty, will be confronted with 
such troublesome and unstabe conditions. 
If it is to be a matter of taking up the 
Young plan, the French will refuse to 
participate in it and will maneuver to 
i>0stp 'lie it. Germany intends to play 
its own game there, taking advantage 
of the attitude of the U. S. England 
considers it futile to lose its time there, 
if it should be impossible to include the 
question of the debts to the U. S. As to 
Italy, she .wants to make of it a tribune 
from which, to appeal to the mercy of the 
U. S-, who are in control of all Its rail- 
road stocks, by putting forth the threat 
of a "united front" 

It is indisputable that the development 
of the crisis and the movement of the 
proletariat and the impoverished peasant 
classes of Eastern Europe require some 
sort of a way out for the bourgeoisie. 
Germany, Poland, Rumania, Hungary 
live on top of a volcano. Each bourge- 
oisie is conducting a fierce struggle 
against the working class, ruining its 
own home market, and consequently, 
also the foreign market of the others, 
reducing the working classes as a whole 
to actual servitude. But even this pol- 
icy Is insufficient to resist the monstrous 
onslaught of America, coupled with the 
strictures of the economic crisis. That 
is why the struggle against the proletar- 
iat cannot go on without the intervention 
of a certain amount of agreement among 
the rival imperialism, that is to say, 
without some of the imperialisms achiev- 
ing certain temporary advantages over 
the others. France intends to maintain 
her own, advantages. For this price, she 
is ready to tolerate the Fascist counter- 
revolution in Germany, in order later 
on to drive its point against the U. S. 
S. R. The East European states are aiso 
being encouraged by France to prepare 
for an armed struggle against the U. S. 
S. it. But Germany is still seeking to 
liberate herself .from the fetters of Ver- 
sailles, from the "tribute". For that is 
the only means of easing her difficulties, 
but also at the same time the one by 
which to shatter the hegemony of France 
in Europe. 

The development of this situation 
which has been ■ maturing for several 
months has brought about a displacement 
in the directing apparatus of the French 
bourgeoisie. Brland was the man of the 
period of ascent of French imperialism, 
on the basis of the Versailles Treaty, 
after the defeat of the Poincare forelg 
policy. Faced with new difficulties, he 
has little by little withdrawn from the 
scene. Heavy blows are in store for 
France from the outside. The recent 
ministerial crisis has reflected this fore- 
cast. Some demagogic reserves still ex 



The necessity of an internal struggle 
against the proletariat, the growth of 
ilinemployment, the awakening of the 
labor movement, combined with the need 
to mask the aggressive policy of France 
and perhaps also the defeats which it 
has undergone, beneath the veil of paci- 
fism, also constitute important facts. The 
radicals and socialists will play this role 
and will doubtlessly, consciously prepare 
to play it much more openly in view of 
the approaching elections. 



Thus, once more, and this time with 
a character of extreme urgency, the 
clashes tetween the imperialists show 
the way to lhe only genuine solution 
the overthrow of the bourgeoisie and the 
installation of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat which alone will . solve the 
problem of the socialist United States of 
Europe. The C. I. is at present engaged 
in a struggle along the lines of the "na- 
tionalist and social" liberation in the 
different countries. It provides further 
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The Presidential Elections in Germany 



(Continud from page 1) 
ary struggle. For us it must be clear 
flhat the elections can at best act as 
a certain barometer of the tendencies to 
the political situation. 

However, to plan the campaign of the 
party without bearing in mind the sit- 
uation as it will appear after the elec- 
-tons, the trend of the struggle in the 
event of a defeat or victory of Fascism, 
is to lose oneself in a purely parliamen- 
tary struggle. Such a situation would 
result in continued defeats of the party 
and victory for the black forces of re- 
action. 

What should the party do now? It 
should prepare for the struggle that will 
follow the elections. The Opposition has 
pressed for a change of line on the part 
of the C. P. G. We have attempted to 
make the party realize that the situa- 
tion in Germany is a revolutionary one, 
that It ought at present prepare Its forces 
for an eventual armed struggle for pow- 
er. The elections should serve as an 
indicator of the relation of forces and 

If the party is to successfully defeat 
help In the preparation for the conflict. 
Fascism and all the forces of reaction, 
it Is necessary that it flrst change its 
analysis of the political eituaton, and 
reorientate itself accordingly. Concrete- 
ly, this implies an acceptance on the part 
of the 0. P- ■ of the extreme danger of 
Fascism in Germany. The most Impor- 



1st; they constitute first of all: the radi- 
cal party, which has Just asserted, that 

of i in so far as foreign policy is concerned 
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Brest-LItovsk. Just a« it is certain tnatj Its program jibes with that of Laval. 



mann and Company first drop the theory 
that "the main danger is the social dem- 
ocracy". 

Ef the party does not at once change 
its orientation, the leadership of the C. 
P. G. together with the T. C. C. L., will 
be held responsible for the defeat of 
the German working class. It is they 
who are responsible for the failure of 
such a change today and for weakening 
the position of the workers which sign 
ties, in effect, strengthening the position 
of Fascsmi 

The elections will decide nothing de- 
ftntely. At best they may postpone for 
a short time the decisive struggle. Be- 
tween Fascism and Communism only the 
armed struggle for power will decide 
the future. Supposing that the Centre- 
social democratic bloc should win the 
elections. It will at best give the work- 
ing class more time to prepare Itself for 
the final struggle. A victory of Fascism 
will push to the foreground the extreme 
acuteness of the situation, and force It 
to a head. In either ease the election 
result will not change the perspective of 
struggle. 

The party must foresee all the Im- 
plications beforehand. The elections 
must serve tt as a means of organizing 
its forces. The C. P. G. must begin to 
actually promote a genuine united front 
of the workers and t' 'ir r-3in" latlons. 
The perspective must be that <j£ strug- 



for an "alliance" of the countries in 
which this revolution will be victorious 
with the V. S. S. R. This perspective 
is false. The United States of Europe 
on the basis of Socialism will require 
a complete fusion with the U. S. S. E. 
As against the anarchy of capitalist 
Europe, it is not sufficient to counter- 
pose the "harmonious" economic devel- 
opment in the U. S. S. R., for it is not 
a matter of a simple hypothetical com- 
parison that remains abstract in the eyes 
of the proletarian masses. As against 
th pseudo-efficiency of the ihpuriallsts, 
as against the ''European unions", as 
against the conferences of Lausanne and 
the European '"united front", it is neces- 
sary to counter- pose the agitation around 
the slogan of the overthrow of the bour- 
geoisie, for the realization of a Soviet 
United States of Europe. The internal 
ruin of bourgeois Europe is characterized 
by Its extremely chopped up, parcelled 
off economic picture. This tattered char 
acter is an obstacle to the economic dev- 
eolpment of society as a whole. But 
the bourgeoisie seeks only profit and the 
advantages of competition. Only the 
proletariat, only the broad exploited 
masses can realize the socialization of 
the principal means of production, After, 
the overthrow of the bourgeoisie and the 
conquest of political power, as well as 
the socialization exchange production and 
planned economy for a broadened mar- 
ket, through the elimination of the 
manifold national barriers winding 
around Europe. This is the perspective 
which we eounterepose to the bourgeois 
Utopias. 

—LA VERITE. 
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sky, Rakovsky, Muralov and others. They 
have shot upon our friends in China and 
elsewhere. I must emphasize that all 
these deeds have not been committed by 
the Communist party but by one of the 
factions and that is— the Centrist fac- 
tion, which is only a bureaucratic and 
paid apparatus, with Stalin as its head. 
They act without the knowledge or the 
desire of the Communist party and in 
this manner they stab a knife Into its 
heart and into the heart of the working 
class. 

Ever since my arrival here, these filthy 
affairs have aiso begun with regard to 
myself. I have more than once chal- 
lenged them to make public their "ac- 
cusations" and to counterpose the two 
points of view. They have always avoid- 
ed this and have been continuing their 
attacks. 

On the 11th of this month, after some 
similar quarrels and provocations, 1 met 
Q. Ognlanoff. I told him that they would 
remain cowards and rogues as long as 
they would not adopt an open declara- 
tion. Upon this, T. Nikoloff and G. Ogn- 
ianoff almost simultaneously fell upon 
me with the cry, "Traitor!". Nikoloff 
beal me with a stick over my head, 
Ognlanoff struck me In the righ teye with 
his first. This was the cause of the en- 
tire scuffle. The result was : One of our 
comrades , was wounded in the head, 
myself in my ear, and one other also on 
the head. On their side: Two wounded 
and several suffering lighter injuries. 
That is the whole truth, the rest is pure 
invention. 

In No. 16 of the Russian Bulletin, com- 
rade Trotsky, condemning the attack 
against members of the Left Opposition, 
in Canton, states: "We will never em- 
ploy terroristic methods in the factional 
struggles within the labor movement. It 
is the task of the Lelt Opposition to take 
special care with regard to this. Firm- 
ness, will power and discipline are in- 
dispensable!" Yes, we are nghCing against 
the system of provocation, terrorism and 
cold blooded dmurder within our ranks. 
Can we also make use of this? No and 
never ! We can never employ provoca- 
tions, terrorism and murder against our 
comrades. But once we are attacked, 
we must defend ourselves for we are not 
dogs. Our factional opponents are at 
present playing in the role of the thief 
who cries: '-Stop thief!" 

They are organizing more attacks. 
They are employing more provocation 
and they tell stories of threats and pro- 
vocations coming from us. We declare 
that we shall answer all their threats 
and provocations as we have in the past, 
with firmness and discipline. 

We shall not employ the same weapons 
as they do, and accuse them of being con- 
nected with the management of the 
prison, but we shall tell the working 
class that they are being tolerated by 
this management — and that when they 
raise their hands against us they are 
acting unconsciously as a tool of the 
bourgeoisie. 

Stalin himself is unconsciously a tool 
of the Ramsins when he shoots Opposi- 
tion fighters, when he exiles them, throws 
them into prison. And the Rsmslms 
are the conscious Instruments of French 
and international imperialism. History 
also has its logic and that is the logic 
of the class struggle. 

I protest not only against the situation, 
that my opponents remain "free" (I. e. 
they are in the regular prison), which 
permits them to hunt up witnesses and 
to continue the slanders against us — I 
protest against the fact that we, who 
have been wounded and beaten without 
any guilt on our part, are condemned to 
solitary confinement and subjected to 
an Insufferable regime. Is it possible 
that for the necessary enjoyment of sun 
and air only 30 to 40 minutes are to be, 
granted to us in the day? 

I shall furnish you with sufficient evi- 
dence that the responsibility does not 
rest upon my shoulders without attempt- 
ing to throw it on anyone else. The 
working class alone will judge who is 
really guilty and it Is to it that I ad- 
dress myself. D. GATCHEFF 
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LEARN FROM THE WORKERS 



The sound impulse of tie militant 
workers to maintain solidarity with per- 
secute! members of their class under 
all conditions has again been demon- 
strated by the latent actions of Local 
aWO of the carpenters' union in regard 
to the marine workers' defense. At the 
same time it has been shown again how 
far upstart bureaucrats, holding office 
by appointment and freed from account- 
ability to the ramus, can depart from Che 
principles they claim tif espouse, and 
even to monopolize. 

Local 2090 contains qnite a few pro- 
gressive and militant unionists, including 
a number of sympathizers of the official 
Communst Party. The I. >i- D. has had 
a strong support there and the carpenters 
have responded every time to its appeals 
for clans war prisoners.' 'Jjfiey took the 
idea of non-partisan labor defense more 
seriously, apparently, that the officiate 
of the I. L. D. who had talked to them 
so much about It. Consequently when 
an appeal was made to tU,em for the 
marine workers they responded Just as 
loyally as they had done in other eases. 
The principle had. taken root in the un- 
ion, and tne few members, 'inspired by 
the Party and I. L. 1). bureaucrats, who 
tried to sabotage the action succeeded 
only in damaging their own prestige. 

It might be thought that this warning 
would have been sufficient to put a stop 
to such trifling, at least in this union. 
But the Stalinist generals and- field mar- 
snails have hard heads, Wry little 
shame and absolutely no respect for the 
intelligence of the workers. They thought 
there must be some mistake, and they un- 
dertook to correct It Hacker, the dis- 
trict organizer of the I. I* D., took an 
evening off from his arduous labors for 
the principle of non-partisan support of 
class war prisoners to go to the union 
and explain that it did not apply in this 
case. Haying learned by the previous 
experience that the carpenters could not 
be turned aglnst the prisoners, he switch- 
ed the attack to their defense committee 
and proposed that the union should with- 
draw its support from that body. 

The ruse did not work. Without show- 
ing any prejudice one way or the other, 
the carpenters decided to hear both sides 
before coming to their final decision. 
They invited the defense committee to 
send a speaker to the next meeting. Af- 
ter hearing him they, voted bo continue 
their support of the marine defense com- 
mittee until the end, without slacken- 
ng any of their help to the cases defend- 
ed by the I. L. D. 

In this action the workers gave two 
lessons to the bureaucrats. On the one 
hand they showed that what they are 
really concerned about is worklngmen in 
jail and not the auspices of their' de- 
fense. On the other hand, rejecting the 
sabotaging tricks of the Hackers, they 
maintained their solidarity with the 
prisoners defended by the I. L. D., in 
spite of the Hackers. In both cases we 
believe they were right. Their actions 
show a line of principle, and that is what 
is needed to find the right answers to 
questions of the elass struggle. 

The lesson will be lost on the bureau- 
crats of Stalinism because these people 
think only of Instructing the workers, 
never of learning from them. But we 
nave no doubt it will have its effect on 
the Communists in the carpenters' union 
who were made ridiculous before their 
organization by their attempts to carry 
out false instructions. 



you must either help to defend them or 
desert them. We chose the former course 
without any illusions as to the possible 
results and wthout altering our funda- 
mental conceptions on the subject of the 
united front in general. 

Another point needs to be considered 
in appraising this conditional, limited 
and — from our point of view — unavoid- 
able united front action, That is Its ex- 
perimental character. Our. part in the 
endeavor was conceived as a class duty 
at the moment. We never guaranteed 
the results of the effort. So far they 
are good, far better in fact than was to 
be expected. But ■ we are willing to 
lea-ve predictions aa to the final outcome 
to' others. We will, draw our conclusions 
at the end of the experiment 

Nevertheless the experince up to date 
has all tended to confirm in practice the 
conceptions we held in advance regard- 
ing the difficulties of carrying through 
a united front action without the parti- 
cipation of the official Party. The logic 
of the situation works against Its suc- 
cess, and it is only the exceptional cir- 
cumstances and the limited character of 
the issue, which we_ naturally took into 
consideration beforehand, that prevented 
a disruption of the present action. 



wncie oaiy the firs,! skirmishes of the 
great class struggle have so far taken 
place, and Morgenstern and Goodmdan 

are only two more added to many. Yet 
the departure of these militants repre- 
sents a unique development and has an 
exceptional significance. It fell to them 
to be the first to fall victims to direct 
class vengeance against the revolution- 
ary wing of the Party. The case against 
them was purely political ; the indict- 
ment was based exclusively on the con- 
tents of our unemployment leaflet 
Hitherto this persecution has been re- 
fracted through the distorting lens of the 
controlling centrism, which is a form of 
alien class influence upon the movement. 
In the persons of Morgenstern and 
Goodman, American capitalism has 
struck directly at the Left Opposition. 
Thereby it has conferred a singular 
honor upon them and upon the cause they 
symbolize and represent. 

Beyond all doubting there will be 
many more to follow in the stormy times 
that must intervene between the present 
period of preparation and beginning and 
the day of the final victory. Our doc- 
trines which are destined to become the 
fighting ideas of millions will receive 
their verification in the heat of mighty 
conflicts in which no resource of violence 

Sid oppression will be neglected by the 
ass enemy. In these fires the cadres 
of the revolutionary vanguard will be 
steeled and tested. There will be many 
victims. The example of Morgenstern 
'and Goodman will have its value for 
those who are to follow. We can all be 



The Right Wing of Spanish Communism 

The Truth Conceringn the Actual Policy and Influence of the Maurin Group 



The rude provocations of the Stalin- 
ists could only have the effect of nour- confident of this because those who carry 
ishlug and strengthening the anti-Corn- our fl ag into the Pennsylvania jail are 
mun'lst elements, which are present In not strangers to us. We know them as 
this case as they will always be. The < fighters. These young and unassuming; 



Stalinists, by their whole course, pre- 
pared the ground for the transformation 
of the defense committee into a concen- 
tration point against Communism. This 
did no happen, and it is not likely to hap- 
pen. There were and remain certain 
safeguards against it. By the nature of 
the case and the origin of the movement 
the Communist are in a position to fight 
more effectively against such a distor- 
tion. The principle of unity— against 
the captalsts and not against the Com- 
munist Party— has been firmly establish- 
ed in the policy and work of the com- 
mittee and will not be easy to change. 
And finally, this direction Is strengthen- 
ed by the attitude of the prisoners ' who 
have a decisive word and have spoken 
It clearly for this policy. 

All of this goes to show that we are 
dealing here with an exceptional situa- 
tion from whlc It would be most unwise 
to draw hasty and general conclusions 
for the future. We must rather concen- 
trate on the problem of the moment The 
treacherous maneuvers of the Stalinists 
have been branded as they deserved to be. 
The task now is to hold the defense 
movement to the basis -of principle upon 
which it haa worked, up to now, which 
alone could rnalntaln its class unity and 
justify its existence. 



MORGENSTERN AND GOODMAN 

The imprisonment ^f revolutionary, 
workers is nothing new, 'eyen in America counting for their 



and yet stalwart, revolutionists take 
with them our aflectlOn and our faith. 
Despite their youth, Morgenstern and 
Goodman have already earned their 
standing In the Communist movement; 
there are six or seven years of actlvEty 
beb-ind them. They belong to the found- 
ers and organizers of the Left Opposi- 
tion in America, and before that they 
fought on the side of the proletarian 
.tendency in the party. In the ranks of 
the Opposition they have been distin- 
guished by their qualiHes of stability and 
endurance, by their stubborn adherence 
to principle and their capacity to go 
against the stream. They combined a 
courageous open fight for our ideas 
against heavy odds with the modesty that 
befits the young revolutionist who doesn't 
know it all. In them there Is not a 
trace of the ugly presumptiousness of 
those academic upstarts who conceive of 
revolutionary education as a set of schol- 
astic exercises. The jail will not hurt 
Morgenstern and Goodman, it will only 
make them stronger 

As is known, the Stalinists, who dis- 
pose of the party press and the defense 
organization of the I L. I), and abuse 
the good faith of the workers who sup- 
port them, refused any assistance to our 
two Philadelphia comrades. They de- 
serted them in the court of the elass en- 
emy and gave not a published word of 
notice to their conviction and sentence. 
We will not forget that. In the final ac- 
rudeness, their dts- 



The Spanish Communist movement is 
divided Into three distinct g'roups : Right, 
Lett and the Center representing the 
"official" wing of Communism. In these 
divisions, the Spanish movement is not at 
all unlike Qie movement In every other 
important country. Where it differs is 
in the relative strength of each of the 
three wings. In distinction from roost 
other countries, the Left Opposition in 
Spain can easily stand comparison with 
the official party from more standpoints 
than one. In addition, the Right wing 
group in Spain — at least at the time I 
visited the country ; I learn th'at the 
ratios have since changed considerably 
in favor of the party — Is as large in one 
district as the official party Is nationally, 
if not larger.. And what is more, en- 
joys practically a monopoly on the Com- 
munist movement so far as Catalonia Ib 
concerned. 

The Spanish Right Is organized into 
the Catalonian -Balearic Communist Fed- 
eration and its electoral apparatus, the 
Workers' and Peasants' Bloc which, in 
all important respects, supercedes the 
Federation. The Federation was the 
representative of official Communism in 
Catalonia until a short time ago when 
the split took place between the Catal- 
onians and the Madrid Executive Com- 
mittee of the party over the insanely 
sectarian trade union policy which the 
latter sought to Impose upon the party 
members against the will of a majority 
of them. The trade union dispute which 
was of such vital importance at the 
height of the revolutionary upsurge- 
involving as It did the whole future of 
the National Confederation of Labor 
which was being resurrected — was ren- 
dered Increasingly acute by the extra- 
ordinary bureaucratic regime prevailing 
in the party. The attempt of an irre- 
sponsible and unrepresentative clique, 
terming itself the "Executive Commit- 
tee" to foist itself upon the membership, 
willy-nflly, met with obdurate resist- 
ance, particularly from the Catalonian 
Communists. 

The result was that, as has happened 
everywhere else, the bull-headed arrog- 



loyalty, theiir violence and their slan- 
der we will also present our bill for 
their treachery to Morgenstern and 
Goodman. 

In their actions »■ tills case there is 
revealed, as by a premonitory flash, 
what these people will be capable of In 
the future when events will put the 
great class questions categorically, when 



mice and blundersomeness of Stalinism 
literally drove hundreds upon hundreds 
of the beat Communist workers into the 
camp of the confusionists and opportun- 
ists. Skillful leader, popular figure In 
the party and among the workers, rev- 
olutionist of long standing and prestige, 
Joaquin Maurin, with his associates Ar- 
landls, Arquer, Sese, Miravi tiles, and 
others, was able to win the leadership 
over the whole Communist organization 
of Catalonia "and the Balearic Islands". 
To such an extent that the official party 
today, while It grows with sometimes 
phenomenal speed In other parts of the 
land, has practically ilo strength what- 
soever in Catalonia, where the Maurin- 
fsts have some four to six thousand (the 
figure has increased since I left) in the 
bloc. 

The structural relations between the 
Federation and the Bloc are reminiscent 
to an American Communist of the fab- 
ulous plan of Pepper & Co. to build a 
mass party In the United States by the 
simple expedient of organizing the "Fed- 
erated Farmer-Labor Party" on a "mass 
scale" and then suddenly converting it 
Into the Communist Party. In Catal- 
onia, too, the Federation controls the 
Bloc, and Is led by precisely the same 
people dressed In different uniforms as 
occasion requires. But there is one fea- 
ture of It which is worse than what the 
glittering Pepper conceived. While the 
sltll-born F. F.-L. P. was at least for- 
mally conceived as a bloc composed of 
various organizations otherwise indepen- 
dent of each other, and admitting no in- 
dividual .membership, the Workers' and 
Peasants' Bloc is a "bloc" In no real 
sense of the word. The Communist Fed- 
eration directs It; like the Federation, 
the Bloc Is based upon individual and 
not group membership; in a word, It is 
an enlarged caricature of the Federation 
itself, and nothing more. 

Tet there is something more. The 
Maurlnlst justification for the two or- 
ganizations is that the Federation should 
be "pure" and take In only educated 
revolutionist. Communists; it must be. 
somewhat "narrow". But "aB Lenin 
tauglbt", the Communist party, I. e., the 
Federation, must surround Itself with 
broad mrfss organizations Into which 
even non-Communist elements may be 
taken. Such an organization, the Bloc 
is supposed to be. It is much larger than 
the Federation; it takes into Its rankw 
all sorts of elements, including "Catalan 
Left" supporters and people to the right 
of even this bourgeois group. 

The whole point, however, is that the 
"Bloc" increasingly dominates the "Fed- 
eration", instead of vice versa—that is, 



no one will be able to dissimulate, to 

hide or to evade The day of reckon- assuming for the moment that the whole 



ing wiill come. Let us hope that it will 
come before their course unfolds its ulti- 
mate logic in a catastrophe for the 
movement. The names of Morgenstern 
and Goodman will be a banner for us 
in the fight to hasten on that day. 

—J. P. C. 



The Litvinoff Stand on Disarmament 



UNITED FRONT IN PRACTICE 

We have heard a lot of twaddle about 
the united front from critics of the Left 
Opposition who have described our. 
struggle for principle as "sectarianism". 
But for all that, the first concrete ex- 
ample of the united front which has not 
involved a sacrifice of principle— the mar- 
ine workers' defense committee— was in- 
itiated by the "sectarians" of the Opposi- 
tion. So far all of its activities have 
been of a positive character and we have 
no reason to regret our participation in 
it What the future will bring we can- 
not know, but this much Is already clear : 
the formation of the committee, carried 
into life an almost forgotten principle, 
it rendered a timely service to perse- 
cuted workers and therefore to the class 
they represent. Thereby it is justified. 

The event may have a certain effect on 
future developments in the Left wing 
labor, movement. Hopes— as well as fears 
and speculations, depending on the 
source— are spoken of all around in this 
regard. But in our opinion the hopes 
as well as the fears are considerably ex- 
aggerated. We think now as we thought 
before that the problem of the united 
front taking all the circumstances— and 
primarily the splits and relation of forces 
In the CommunlBt ranks— into <-onsider- 
atlon, is a long way from solution. The 
work of the marine workers defense com- 
mittee Is at best only a contribution, by 
way of example, toward that solution. 

Most empty and groundless of all Is 
the talk about our participation in this 
joint struggle signifying a "change of 
policy" on the part of the Communist 
League Those who draw this conclusion 
show that they know no more now than 
they knew before about the question of 
the united front. The defense committee 
te in o sense a political combination. It 
Is not a union for joint struggle on a 
wld* front of the class struggle. It is 
a simple agreement to' cooperate on a sin- 
gle- concrete issue, the most obvious one 
and the one having the widest appeal 
to the honest workers in all camps, and 
in. a case which would brook no delay 
You cannot stall around and negotiate 
very long when workers are facing trial. 



The "Disarmament Conference of the 
great imperialist powers is taking place 
at a time of the .moral collapse of bour- 
geois pacifism. In the face of the bloody 
SIno-Japanese conflict, the bankruptcy of 
the Kellogg Pact, the League of Nations 
and the various other designs of the 
imperialists- to fool the masses with il 
lusory perspectives of interuationa 
peace, the imperialists in Geneva feel 
the shaking of the very foundations of 
their "peace" institutions. The masses 
in capitalist countries who are suffering, 
starving and n a state of fear of an ap- 
proaching world conflict of unheard of 
dimensions, have lost their confidence in 
their present rulers. They seek a new 
word, for an inspiring thought that would 
show them the way out of their torture- 
some conditions. Who could be expected 
to bring them that inspiration If not a 
representation of the Soviet Union, who 
could present the exploited and deceiv- 
ed masses that vitally needed message 
in their hour of desperation, if not the 
builders of a free working land". 

The opportunity to fulfill this historic 
mission was conferred upon M. Litvinoff 
by the Soviet Government. Litvinoff did 
fulfill his mission, but in a tragic man 
ner. His proposals for peace- at th 
Geneva Conf*rei|ce were disappointing 
and if they had any value at all, it was 
that of soothing the shattered nerves 
of the Imperialist diplomats and morally 
strengthening the tottering structure of 
their so-called League of Nations, the 
Kellogg Pact and other schemes of de- 
ceiving the masses. Litvlnoff's proposals 
may also have the effect of reinforcing 
the hopes of the soft-boneU, chicken- 
hearted liberals and social-democrats 
who are 'sharing in this pacifist fraud 
with the imperialists. The workers of 
the capitalist countries, the millions of 
unemployed, could not read anything out 
of Litvlnoff's proposals. 

What did Litvinoff propose "s a remedy 
against war? He proposed disarmament 
to the capitalist governments, total dis- 
armament, if acceptable, partial, if more 
practical. How well it fitted In with the 
program of the Conference and its ob- 
jectives ! The Conference is out to ac- 
complish just this modest task of reach- 
ing a common agreement on reducing 
armaments. They all talk about it. They 
all offer plans to achieve it Lltvinoff's 
proposals were just appropriate for the 
occasion. Besides, he is moderate and 
conciliatory. He Is ready to compromise 
on a plan of partial disarmament so as 
not to appear, "impractical" to the im- 



and willing to cooperate. If there was 
any^ distinction between his proposals and 
those of the French or Italian delegates, 
that distinction was only technical, hut 
not in essence. As put by the New Y*rk 
Times correspondent: "Litvinoff com- 
pletes the circle of these suggestions. 
As was fitting for the delgates of the 
New Russia he went to the extreme 
limit." Litvlnov repeatedly emphasized 
■The only way to prevent war is gen- 
eral and total disarmament," This half 
truth is the crux of the whole problem. 
As a Marxist, Litvinoff must know that 
this half truth lies at the foundation 
of bourgeois pacifism and that it is an 
utterly false theory. He must know that 
according to Marx, wars are inevitable 
under capitalism. He did not, however, 
mention a word about the abolition of 
the capitalist systemas a condition sine 
qua uon of the abolition of wars. He 
dtd not as much as suggest the neces- 
sity for the internutiona' proletailat to 
achieve the socialist revolution if not 
in their own interests, at any rate in 
the interests of the Soviet Union. On 
the contrary, he said, "The sole aim of 
the Soviet government is to build up 
socialism in the Soviet Union." In other 
words, the Soviet government wished 
to be assured by the capitalist govern- 
ments that their capitalistic nature will 
not assert itself in regard to the Soviet 
Union. 

The same New York Times correspon- 
dent remarks, that, "in internatlonl quar- 
ters, the Soviet delegation was credited 
with being marked with moderation and 
as likely to increase the possibility of 
success for the Conference." Surely, the 
correspondent has dn mind the moral suc- 
cess of the imperialist leaders of the 
Conference. Thus Litvlnoff's mission in- 
stead of being an inspiration to the In- 
ternational proletariat has turned into its 
opposite by rendering moral success to 
International imperialism. Such is the 
logic of Stalinist dialectics. Litvinoff 
went to the "extreme limit" of this logic 

For tse sake of comparison with the 
true Bolshevik-Leninist attitude taken 
by another represntatlve of the Soviet 
government, we shall quote from Cbich- 
erin's note to President Wilson In reply 
to his message to the U. S. Congress of 
January 18, 1918, on the question of the 
League of Nations and . the conditions 
for (World Peace. Dated October 24, 
1918: 

"But the League of Nations must not 
only settle the present war. It- must 
make all wars impossible. It cannot 



porlallsts.' In a word he was obliging] be unknown to you,'Mr. President that 



the capitalists of your country contem- 
plate continuing In the future the same 
policy of conquests, and of exaction of 
ihigh profits from China and Siberia, 
and that fearing the competition on the 
part of the Japanese capitalists they are 
making railtlary preparations in order to 
overcome the resistance which may be 
offered them by Japan. You undoubted- 
ly know of similar plans of the ruling 
capitaist drees with regard to other 
territories and other nations. Know- 
ing this, you will have to agree with us 
that it fs not possible to leave the fac- 
. tories, mines, banks in the hands of 
private individuals, who always use the 
great means of production created by 
the masses of the people to export the 
products and capital to foreign coun- 
tries, to extract from them excessive pro- 
fits, provoking imperialist wars by their 
struggle over the booty. We propose, 
therefore, Sir. President, that the ex- 
propriation of the capitalists of all.eoun- 
tries be adopted as another of the basic 
principles of the League of Nations, 
etc. ..." 

,Why did not Litvinoff take this cor- 
rect stand? He could not because that 
would not be in accordance with Stalin's 
theory of '* Socialism In one country," 
whlc Is a reversal of Leninist inter- 
nationalism. This morbid theory is the 
original source of the opportunsin and 
moral stagnation to which" the official 
Communist movement is doomed by the 
Stalinist leadership. It Is this spurious 
theory that has United the role of the 
Communist parties to that of mere fron- 
tier-guards of the Soviet Union, with 
little value and significance in the in- 
ternational proletarian revolution. 

Lenin's Internationalism is considered 
by the Stalin leadership "counter-revolu- 
tionary Trotskyism" and its place is 
taken by national opportunism. Marx- 
Ian teachings on the laws and develop- 
ment of capitalism are substituted by 
petty-bourgeois pacifism and putrid op- 
portunism. The signing of the Kellogg 
Pact hy the Stalin Government was a 
violent breach of Lenin's international- 
ism. Litvinoff.s proposals at the Gen- 
eva Conference are of the same char- 
acter. 

Lenin conducted a bitter struggle be- 
fore and after the world war against 
pacifism.- The Sta'lin leadership at the 
Geneva Disarmament Conference has 
given aid and comfort to the Imperialists 
and their pacifist agents. Let the Com- 
munist workers take note! 

ALBERT ORLAND. 



idea Is not a vulgar derision of Lenin's 
teachings. Ln the elections, It is not 
the Communist, organization which is 
presented, but the candidates and plat- 
form of the Workers' and Peasants' 
Bloc. In this case; substance marches 
side by side with form. The critical 
minority which Maurin finally expelled, 
sharply assailed the whole policy of the 
Right wing leaders in the elections. 
Wherever the Bloc was active — and most 
of its militants are also Federatlonists— 
the face of Communism was heavily veil- 
ed with the more attractive colors of op- 
portunism. Instead of advancing and 
popularizing the revolutionary slogans, 
the Bloc organizers devoted their atten- 
tion to playing upon the, petty bourgeois 
prejudices of the nationalistic elements. 
It is no exaggeration to say that the 
largest proportion of the Bloc's growth 
has been among the petty bourgeois ele- 
ments and among the employees and office 
workers, particularly in Barcelona, 
where hhe factory workers la the Right 
wing organization are very few. On 
the countryside, the members of the 
Bloc are mostly peasants, tenants and 
even small proprietors. These elements, 
flocking to the banner o£ the Bloc, do 
not remain passive there. They exert a 
growing petty bourgeois pressure to 
which the leaders yield with a grace 
learned from the art books of opportun- 
ism. 

The source of strength of the Maurln- 
ists lies precisely there: in Its petty 
bourgeois surrender to the backwardness 
of the workers and peasants of Catal- 
onia. The party of Macia, the "Esquerra 
Catalan", the various other factions of 
the Catalonian bourgeoisie and petty 
bourgeoisie, have ai: moved to the Right 
since the proclamation of the republic. 
This is particularly true of Macia, the 
former idol of the petty bourgeoisie. 
The marked shift to the Right of what 
was formerly the Left wing of the Cat- 
alanists, has created a vacuum in the 
field. Politics abhors a vaecuum as 
much as nature does. It seeks to "fill 
the vaccuum." In Catalonia, the space 
left vacant In politics by the Macians Is 
being occupied by the Maurinist group, 
the increasingly popular candidate for 
the post of extreme Left wing of the 
Catalanists. 

Not having an influence over the de- 
cisive sections of the Industrial workers, 
particularly those organized in the C. 
N. T. (National Confederation of Labor, 
the strongest trade union center In 
Spain, controlled by anarcho-syndicalists, 
and now by the "pure" anarchists), the 
Maurinlsts have been making the most 
.desperate efforts to gain a real foothold 
there. In this field too, the vulgar op- 
portunism of this Right wing group bobs 
to the surface. In order to* lend himself 
the appearance of a strength he does 
not possess, Maurin talks constantly of 
the all-saving heed of a united front In 
which no other organization, not even 
the official Communist party, figures at 
all. The syndicalists and the anarchists 
do not even bother to reply to Maurln'e 
fantastic proposals and schemes. For, 
with all the insistence upon his "Lenin- 
ist correctness", Maurin has developed 



an idea for Spain which (has few if any 
rivals in recent revtolutionary history. 
He approaches the O. N. T. with the plan 
that it should take power ! Neither 
more or less. The patent ridiculous of 
the very idea being propounded to pre- 
cisely those elements — anarchists and 
syndicalists— subsequently made it nec- 
essary for Maurin to retreat a bit on 
the slogan. 

Maurin spent some time trying to con- 
vince me that his group had never raised 
the slogan of "All power to the C. N. 
T. !" They had proposed, he claimed, 
the slogan of "All Power to the Proletar- 
iat!" Unfortunately for Maurin, I read 
that very evening a copy of the popular 
agitational organ printed in the Catalan 
tongue and edited by Miravi tiles, in 
which the slogan of "All Power to the 
C. N. T. !" was repeated and elaborated 
upon. Later on, a copy of Maurtn's 
official organ. La Batalla, reprints an in- 
terview which he granted the Buenos 
Aires La Nacion, In which he says lit- 
erally : 

"The Trotsky 1st faction Is insignific- 
ant. It is made up of a few dozen more 
or less unknown Intellectuals. Its spe- 
cific weight Is practically nlll. Towards 
the Spanish revoutlon, they take a com- 
pletely Right (!) position. They advo- 
cate that She working class cannot yet 
aspire to taking the power when it haa 
no constituted Soviet organization. They 
propose as a solution that the Socialist 
party should assume the power. Their 
reformist social democratic past weighs 
down upon them enormously. The Work- 
ers' and Peasants' Bloc contends that 
the working class should take the power. 
And through the medium of hypo-het 
tic Soviets but with the aid of- the ex- 
isting organizations. Without being syn' 
dicallsts. we believe that the syndicates 
(trade unions) can be powerful instru- 
ments in the taking of power by the pro- 
letariat. We propagate the taking of 
the power hy the C. N. T. We will lend 
all our aid to a syndicalist government". 
What a "syndicalist government" 
would look like, what It is, what its In- 
gredients are, what It resembles — remain 
secrets sealed with seven unbreakable 
seals which not even the syndicalists can 
— nor have they ever cared to — open. It 
is hard to believe that Maurin does not 
"know better"; it is the plan of the 
Right wing opportunists, however, to win 
the syndicalist workers by this slogan ; 
what Is gained, ln actuality, is the mud- 
dying of the waters and the spread of 
confusion among the workers. In this 
respect the Catalonian Right wing Is no 
different from its slaters-under-the-skin 
in other countries. Maurin is clever 
enough, by the way, not to affiliate with 
the Brandlerist "International". It 
would gain him absolutely nothing, for 
he knows what tails "International" is 
worth, and It might Bhut the door for 
bim to re-entry into the ofilcial party 
on his own terms, 1. e., as party leader. 
He told me that Brandlder had gent a 
letter of inquiry, and that B. D. Wolfe, 
of the Lovestone group, had also writ- 
ten to attempt to establish relations. 
But the wily Maurin wants to have noth- 
ing to do with the rest of the Right 
wing, although he is blood relative to 
them. Yet he is like Brandler and Love- 
stone in that he is prepared to criticize 
the effects of Stalinism in any country 
in the world — except in the U. S. S. R., 
where, apparently, the ordinary laws of 
the physical and mental sciences no 
longer operate. 

It should not be thought that Maurin 
is In any mood to capitulate on Stalin's 
terms. He is too flushed with the pro- 
gress of the Bloc to do that. Already, 
a delegation of the Comintern containing 
such stars as Bela Kon and llumbert- 
Droz has visited Spain for the main 
purpose of winning over the Federation. 
But so compromised and discredited is 
the official party among the workers 
there, that the Maurin machine was able 
to nullify practically all the arduous 
labors of the delegation. Out of the 
thousands "avalable", the C. I. got only 
about three score comrades, led -by Ar- 
landls and Sese, who demanded of Maur- 
in that be actually unite with the official 
party instead of merely writing appeals 
on the subject Maurin, who is alway 
ready with an elaborate speech on the 
absence of democratic procedure and 
of the right to speak 'freely in the of- 
ficial party, promptly expelled the- whole 
group of Arlandls and Sese. Here, by 
the by, a little burlesque was enacted. 
Arlandls and Sese Immediately shouted 
with the fiercest passion that bureaucra- 
tism had gripped the vitals of the Fed* 
eratlon. that Maurin was a dictator, that 
the rank and file could no longer dis- 
nuss the problems of the revolutionary 
movement, that expulsions were a bur- 
eaucratic answer to criticisms, et«., etc. 
Their cries had little effect, for only a 
short weeks before their own expulsion, 
they themselves, together with Maurin 
"the dictator", had engineered the expul- 
sion of members of the Federation who 
sympathized wibh the Left Opposition and 
insisted upon discussing the disputed Is- 
sues—comrades Mollns, de Cabo and 
others. It all depends upon whose ox 
is yoked! 

^e Comintern failed to break Maur- 
in's power In Catalonia primarily .be- 
cause the alternative it had to offer 
caused the Communist workers to shrink 
away. In this case as In all others, 
almost everything depends upon the 
party.' An incompetent party, which re- 
fuses to learn and therefore cannot teaoh 
and le^ad* will never produce big "re- 
sults. The Stallnizatlon of the Spanish 
Communist Party Is being paid for today 
by having thousands of militant work- 
ers and peasants led deeper into the 
swamp of compromise and confusion by 
thn oiiniie of Joaquin Maurin. 

—MAX SHACHTMAN. 
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The latest dispatches from Berlin re- 
port the long expected anouncenient of 
Hitler's candidacy In the coming presi- 
dential elections to be held on March 19. 
The New York Times of February 24, 
1932, in its editorial comment on this 
subject, chides the German reactionary 
bruskly for his "tactical" mistake". "By 
lining up with the venerable president 
of the Reich", the Times goes on to aay, 
"he would have added to his dimensions 
as a responsible statesman without sur- 
rendering anything of his prestige as a 
crusader." It is quite plain that .Wall 
Street is rather vexed with the develoji- 
ments in German Internal policy. Re- 
conciled for some time now. with Fasc- 
ist ascendancy it nevertheless dreads the 
thought of social convulsions conjured 
up by the picture of a break with "leg- 
alism" by the Nazi leader, to whose 
popularity with international reaction It 
has, of late, contriiuted not a little. Ln 
a combustible political atmosphere like 
the present, what with the rumbling of 
the cannon still lc full swing In the 
Far East, every abrupt turn in the sit- 
uation of any of the outstanding Europ- 
ean countries is a cause for the greatest 
anxiety on the part of American capi- 
talism already dizzily spinning in the 
whirlpool of the world crisis. 

But, in Germany itself, it Is not only 
the National Socialists who are orien- 
tated for sharp and open class warfare. 
The entire bourgeoisie is prepared for 
it, knows that it mast come, and lends 
the m"ost direct aid to the Fascists In 
their alms. Only a short two weeks 
ago, Groener, HIndenburg's Minister of 
the Relchswehr lifted the ban againBt 
National Socialists in the army, an act 
equivalent to an open offer of military 
collaboration with the Hitler hordes. A 
German newspaper, the Spandauer Volks- 
biatt, brings an even more Interesting 
report: 

"For weeks, intensive military exer- 
cises are being held on the parade 
grounds of Doeberitz (near Berlin). The 
participants in these exereises are Na- 
tional Socialists. As many as 3000 men 
have been counted at each Held day in 
the course of the last few weeks . . . 
The exercises take place on the pro- 
perty of the Relchswehr. In front of 
the entrances, soldiers stand on guard. 
These are entrances bearing signs to the 
effect that civilians can paSB only with 
the permission of the commander. . . " 
In addition to all this, there is, of 
course, the Na«l terror in the proletar- 
ian quarters, which goes on unabated, 
without any interference on the part of 
the police. On the other hand, all attempts 
of the working class to take measures 
against this terror, are put down with- 
out much ado, no matter from what sec- 
tion or tendency they arise. In one of 
his proclamations to the army, the same 
Groener declares: 

"I will never tolerate the preparation 
of an auxiliary militia, as it has been 
spoken of in certain Reichs Banner Re- 
formist) circles . . . Such organizations 
lead in the last instance, to workers' 
and Soldiers' Councils and similar rev- 
olutionary formations". It must be re- 
membered, in passing, that the Reichs 
Banner is not even as exclusively work- 
ing class organization by the composi- 
tion of its membership. But the fact 
alone that the Reichs Banner does in- 
clude a great many social democratic 
workers, makes it insufferable to this 
minister of the "democratic German He- 
public", for which the Scheldemanns and 
the Eberts saw fit to destroy the flower 
of the German proletariat in 1919- 

Whtle the Fascists are feverishly pre- 
paring for their attack behind the 
scenes, the attention of the entire Ger- 
man nation is occupied by the forthcom- 
ing elections. The Fascists have select- 
ed. Hitler, the Centre and the middle 
parties, Hlndenburg; and the Commun- 
ists, Thaelmann for their respective pre- 
sidential candidates. The social dem- 
ocrats are chiefly concerned with ways 
and means of making the former Hohen- 
feollen Field Marshall acceptable enough 
for the workers in their ranks, as the 
defender of democracy! This despicable 
aim of the social democrats, which falls 
in line with their entire tradition of 
working class betrayals, is one that 
stands open to successful attack on the 
part of the German Communism. The 
social democratic workers are just about 
nauseated with the shilly-shallying of 
their leadership, who by their tactic of 
piece-meal capitulation to the Bruening- 



Hitler policies have lost nearly every- 
thing that still held the workers In their 
ranks attached to the social democratic 
party. A very great part of the social 
democratic electorate will undoubtedly 
vote for Thaelmann lu the elections, re- 
gardless of the decisions of their lead- 
ership. And this fact Is of great import- 
ance for the Communists, provided they 
can link up the extra-parliamentary 
struggle for the social democratic work- 
ers with it. 

Unfortunately, the German Communist 
Party, hound hand and foot by the ut- 
terly false tactics of the Stalinist lead- 
ership, with its disasrous heories of "soc- 
ial Fascism'" and the "unied front from 
below", has not been able to progress 
very far In "the struggle for tne reformist 
workers in the factoies. Despite the en- 
omous increase in the Communist vote 
durig the elections held in the course 
of the last two years, with the S. P. G. 
losing ground continually, the situation 
In the factories still remains well with- 
in the hands of the social democracy. 
83.6 out of every 100 fvorks Council 
seats still go to the reformists, while only 
3.4 per cent go to the Communists, with- 
out an advance ln the factories, all the 
gains In the parliamentary election will 
have no meaning. But in orider to push 
forward in the factories, the German 
party must give up its false, un-Lenlnist 
conception of the united front, cast aside 
the obstructionist theory of "social Fasc- 
ism" and reorientate itself along the 
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lines of a broad proletarian struggle 
against genuine Fascism, as outlined by 
comrade Trotsky and the Left Opposition. 
Instead of persisting in its ostrich policy 
which amounts to a surrender to the 
class enemy without a struggle. 

The presidential elections, considered 
not as a decisive struggle, but as an op- 
portunity to rally the workers and to 
force the breach between them and their 
reformist misleaders, offers another great 
opportunity to the Communist Party of 
Germany to make up for lost ground. 
—SAM GORDON. 



New York Dress Strike Grows 

Workers* Militancy Attains Unity on Picket Line 



Since the International l,;nlii-i i: i 
ment Workers Union Issued fti Milk.* 
call in the New York dress shops <j i 
Tuesday Feb. 16, this battle has gained 
in momentum with a clamed 20,000 work- 
ers out and approximately SO percent or 
the shops closed at the time of coin;- 1.: 
press. On a whole it Is ono ein'om':);:! it- 
sign of working class resistance [<> lh<' 
slashing capitalist offensive. 

With the^ needle trades workers this 
is a tradition. While they hare nfltnd 
untold misery from tie sweatshop e«»" 
ditions under which they have been work- 
ing for years, they have always been 
found In the very front ranks of the 
class struggle. This splendid tradition,. 
however, has continually been most out- 
rageously abused by the treacherous sell 
outs, victimization and expulsions which 
is the record of the union officialdom. 
It practically paralyzed the union in 
1927. Yet with the aid of the class en- 
emy the corrupt officials were able to 
continue themselves in power and sup- 
press the rank and file revolt. But the 
price paid was the one of re-establish- 
ment of the misery of the sweatshop. A 
heavy price for a union to pay. 

The garment workers union has suc- 
ceeded in recuperation in the sense that 
the ranks have again been strengthened. 



The Glass-Steagall Bill -- A Measure to Aid the Bankers 



American capitalism twisting and 
squirming under the lash of economic 
law, is making strenuous efforts the pre- 
sent time to bring about a revival. Plan 
after plan is being thrown at the coun- 
try, only to go down in defeat, leaving 
barely a ripple on the declining crista 
curves. But a few short days after the 
creation of the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation and the administration fit 
Washington announced the new, bi-part- 
isan, anti-depression measure, the now 
much heralded Glass-Steagall Bill. 

The capitalist class of this country, 
falling to see any indication of a coming 
revival, even now, two and a half years 
after the stock market crash, are at- 
tempting to, through a series of well 
tinted and trig scale maneuvers to restore 
this "confidence" that has supplanted all 
their economic theory. It is only in an 
actnal analysis of the proposed steps that 
their valuelessness as measures for re- 
vival can be exposed. Particularly is 
this true of the present Glass-Steagall 
bill. 

"Big Free Gold Gain", "Credit Ex- 
pansion", "Increased Currency", we read 
in the newspaper headlines. What are 
the actual facts? Is there a stringency 
of credit at the present time? What 
might this "big free gold" lead to? These 
are the- questions to be answered. 

Any economist will admit that were 
there a demand for credit- at the pre- 
sent time and the banks were unable to 
satisfy this demand, any steps taken to 
relieve the credit strain would be steps 
tor revival. But is this condition pre- 
valent today? By a mere glance at the 
low Interest rates of the past year one 
would be forced to give only one answer. 
Industry desiring funds for investment 
have no difficulty finding lenders. There 
ia no credit crisis — except on the side of 
the borrowers. 

Now, to examine the actual measure. 
Under the existing laws, member banks 
of the Federal Reserve system are per- 
mitted to rediscount (borrow on) cer- 
tain commercial short term loans from 
the Federal Reserve Bank. This so-call- 
ed self liquidating paper consists of 
loans secured by actual commercial and 
industrial goods to be realized upon soon. 
Thus should industry demand more 
tfredlt, the various member banks can 
apply to the Federal Reserve system 
with these eligible notes as securely for 
loans in the form of increased currency 
which money is then loaned to industry. 
The cry is now raised of the exhaustion 
of the total of eligible paper. Item num- 
ber one of the new measure would make 
eligible for rediscount less secure paper 
than at present This Is hailed as the 
powerful tonic to aid "our" sickened in- 
dustry. W(ll it do this? 

Any analysis of the facts shows the 
futility of the measure In this regard 



The capitalists assume that the mere in- 
creasing of the total available currency 
outstanding or the credit available, will 
insure that Industry will use or desire 
this, money. Through a false interpre- 
tation of concomitant variations of the 
past they are attempting to rouse the 
body of industry by wagging the tail 
of credit This would be possible only 
were -. there a shrinkage of available 
credit today. But today, the figures of 
the Federal Reserve itself show that 
there has been presented for rediscount 
of commercial paper only $400,000,000 by 
the banks of the country. They still 
>ave eligible for rediscount In their 
vaults a total of about 3 billion dollars 
Of commercial paper, in addition to 5 
billion dollars of United States Govern- 
ment Bonds. Furthermore, It has been 
pointed out that only 91 banks of the 
total 7800 in the system have exhausted 
their eligible paper. Any expansion of 
credit that industry desired could have 
been taken care of by the present system. 
The problem they have to solve is that 
of creating the desire for credit, not the 
supply. But then, there is nothing like 
a bombastic gesture. 

The second feature of the present bill, 
that connected with "free gold" can be 
hailed as a great step forward only by 
those who still believe that Hoover is 
to inaugurate the era of engineering 
prosperity. Under the present low all 
Federal Reserve Notes must have a back- 
ing of forty per cent in gold, the other 
sixty percent to be made up of gold or 
commercial paper backing, government 
bonds being definitely excluded. This 
provision of course was inserted to pre- 
vent the backing up of the paper cur- 
rency by bonds; which are also paper. 
Thus a shortage of commercial paper re- 
quires the use of gold above the 40 per- 
cent limit, leaving less free gold to take 
care of large scale withdrawals, by foreign 
countries. This shortage exists now as 
can be seen from the following figures. 
Federal Reserve 

Notes Issued 3,923,000,000 100% 
Eligible paper 

held 98»,OOO,0O0 . 34% 

Gold required 1,936,000,000 66% 

Under -the present provisions only the 
"self liquidating" paper could be used 
as backing for the sixty percent feature 
(aside from gold and gold notesj. The 
present measure would permit to be used 
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in addition to the above also (1) the 
less secure paper of the present ineligi- 
ble class (2) government bonds. This, 
of course, increases the amount of free 
gold of the country. But how can any- 
one hail as epoch-making^ bill that does 
nothing but make legal that which Is ac- 
tually taking place. With the sprinkling 
of the "Holy ,Water" they merely make 
legal that whleh they are unable to pre- 
vent 

On the other hand, the bill is satur- 
ated with a sort of concentrated nitro- 
glycerine. An ever-mounting pyramid of 
U. S. government bonds, increasing paper 
currency, in addition to a growing budget 
deficit, all to be supported by the shrink- 
ing gold reserve. Ilie new bill increases 
the free gold, but what does it put in 
Its place? Nothing but ■ paper values 
that may collapse at the first gust of 
wind. It is not for nothing that the 
more objective of the American econ- 
omists do not assert with all positlveness 
that America will not go off the gold 
standard. The danger becomes more Im- 
minent dally. 

Congress is busy with these ballyhoo 
measures hoping to bring to a stop the 
declining production indices. Their 
rallying center is the one of psychology. 
Failing in this, they are preparing the 
ground for a collapse worse than that 
of the past three years. The failure of 
the ballyhoo campaign will bring with 
It more misery for the working class. 
The Communists jnust prepare now to 
take advantage of this movement for the 
overthrow of the entire capitalist system. 
The opportunity presents itself in ex- 
posing the sham of this type of man- 
euvers of the government, and counter- 
pose to them the concrete proposals of 
the Communist movement — and first of 
all the slogan of long term credits to the 
Soviet Union. The Soviet. Union needs 
these credits; the capitalists of this 
country have the necessary funds. Such 
a move will aid the Soviet Republic as 
well as the unemployed workers of this 
country who Will benefit by Soviet or- 
ders forthcoming to American industry 
on the basis of long term credits. Now 
the opportunity presents itself for the 
Communists to bring this slogan forward 
at every workers' gathering, in the fac- 
tories, in the unions, and among the un- 
employed. 

— H. STONE. 
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But the same leadership remains in con- 
trol. Only the intense pressure of the 
membership brought the Issues of abo- 
lition of the sweatshop to a head now 
and resulted In the strike. The officials 
did everything In their power to ward 
off struggle. Surely this is sufficient 
reason to bear close watching of these 
officials. Sell-outs are their practice and 
only the rank and file itself can pro- 
perly 'guard Its own interest. 

There is a considerable difference in 
this strike compared to the one two 
years ago. That was too obviously a 
made up affair of collaboration with the 
bosses. The latter were actively help- 
ing in shutting down the power and 
ejecting the workers from the shops. The 
difference now is in the fact that the 
workers are more definitely asserting 
themselves and pressing for their de- 
mands. 

The central issues in the strike . are 
the demands for abolition of the sweat- 
shop conditions, for a minimum piece 
work price of not less than $1.10 per 
hour, and for the forty hour, five day 
week. The Jobbers and manufacturers "ob- 
ject, of course, particularly to the min- 
imum wage demand and want to main- 
tain the privilege of the right to reorgan- 
ization in the shops — that is the hiring 
and firing at will. 

The strike has become a powerful one 
one ' immensely adding to the ranks of 
those following the call of the Left wing 
union entering into the conflict one week 
earlier. Despite the laek of a unity pol- 
icy in the strike the workers have suc- 
ceeded in establishing unity on the picket 
lines. This has served to reduce actual 
scabbing to 'a minimum. Naturally the 
manufacturers have begun to feel dis- 
turbed which has become particularly 
expressed in the statements made by the 
jobbers and inside manufacturers associ- 
ations of negotiations depending upon 
the inroads of the strike into the unor- 
ganized shops. That considerable such 
Inroads are made can be gleaned from 
the fact that while the I. L. «. W. has 
within its ranks only about 15 percent 
of the dress shops, nevertheless the 
strike haa become about 60 per cent ef- 
fective. 

With the striking ranks attaining un- 
ity on the picket line the monstrous pol- 
icy Of strike leadereship becomes so 
much more outstanding. The I. L. G. W. 
officials are still pursuing their old 
game of working hand in glove with one 
set of bosses helping them against an- 
other, of working with the Jobbers and 
Inside manufacturers against the^ unor- 
ganized contractors. That is playing the 



bosses game and benefits them only. It 

contains the very germ of sell-out and capitalist offensive. 



defeat. But In the very rank and file 
unity and determination lies the hope 
that it can be circumvented. A victory 
of the dressmakers strike will become a 
powerful Incentive to stimulate general 
working class resistance to the capitalist 
wage cutting oCensive. 

In this situation the responsibility of 
the official party leadership In con r to I of 
the policy of the Left wing receives -ac- 
centuated Importance, Continuation of 
blunders can only strengthen the hands 
of the Right wing officials and thereby 
benefit the class enemy. The present 
course of the official party policy accom- 
plishes precisely that It still pro- 
ceeds from a proclaimed intention of 
smashing the "company union" and 
smashing the "fake strike". How ridi- 
culous that must sound to the thousands 
of workers on strike one can well im- 
agine. They mean their strike in dead- 
ly earnest. They cannot have any too 
great illusions of intentions of the Right 
wing leadership. But what they require 
is assistance. Their fight is one against' 
sell-toots as well as against the class 
enemy. They should be able to look for 
such assistance from the Left wing. 

Unity has a very distinct meaning to 
workers In struggle. The remarkable 
achievements on the picket line should 
be a Berlous warning to the party officials 
that the essence of this word cannot be 
played with. This strike Is only one 
stage in the series of conflicts which the 
future holds; but it does offer an oppor- 
tunity for a revolutionary policy of 
working class unification. It holda the 
possibility of wielding this weapon so 
much dreaded by the employers as well 
as by their agents In labor's ranks. 

Negotiations for settlements are al- 
ready in progress. The industrial union 
reports several shops settled. The 1. L. 
G. W. leaders can be expected to spare 
no efforts to accomodate the bosses. In. 
this they can count upon a coat of white- 
wash from the Lovestone group which 
Is already laying Its basis by accusations 
of scabbery by tie Left wing. That, of 
course, will prove primarily how far this 
group has traveled in deserting the Left 
wing and all it stands for. But above 
all it again emphasizes the responsibil- 
ity of the revolutionary party. A cor- 
rect policy of trade union unity, a pre- 
liminary actual and genuine struggle for 
a united front in this strike, a united 
front which - will bring the two unions 
into common struggle for the immediate 
common objective, would now spell a 
serious step forward in organizing the 
general working class resistance to the 



Canadian Workers Fight Against Reaction 



Our Press Needs Your Help ! 



Building the revolutionary press is 
even under objectively favorable condi- 
tions an ardous task It requires un- 
ceasing activities by those willing to de- 
vote themselves to its acomplishment. 
Without doubt the conditions today are 
objectively favorable. We have received 
many tokens of the growth of sympathy 
for the Left Opposition, but we can, of 
course, not overlook the fact that many 
workera are not able to translate their 
sympathy into material support. Yet we 
must find the means to overcome suoh 
handicaps. 

In the stream of turbulent events of 
the present period the Left Opposition 
press stands out solid as a rock. But we 
cannot at all say that its foundation has 
been secured in the' sense of providing 
the means for Its continued existence. 
Yet fiat can and must be accomplished. 
It to rrtcouse of this teat we today par- 



ticularly call upon ail comardes and 
supporters to assist us in finding the best 
way out of this present difficulty. Ex- 
tension of our press, building its circula- 
tion Is the way out 

Can we have this assistance in the 
form of concentrated activities during 
our three months' circulation drive. 
Every new subscription, every addition- 
al sale extends our press and helps pro- 
vide the revenue for continuation. It 
drives an additional nail Into the coffin 
of capitalism. 

We cull upon all our supporters to 
participate, to endeavor to secure sub- 
scriptions for The Militant, The Inter- 
national Communist K-.I-.v Oa appear 
April Srst), the Young Spartacus, Unser 
Kamf and Komnminstes.. 

Q O Y O 13 .R SHARE! 
HELP BUILD THE LEFT 

OPPOSITION PRESS! 



In Canada the infamous "Section 98" 
of the criminal code is being inforced 
with a vengeance. Its most outstanding 
case was the trial and conviction of 
eight Communist Party leaders. But 
that was only a prelude to a yet greater 
objective. 

The Canadian bourgeoisie, the same as 
their worthy brothers in every other cap- 
italist country, are endeavoring to issue 
out of its crisis primarily on the backs 
of the workers. And, of course, the 
criminal code prosecutions are primarily 
the beginning to a general and more in- 
tense attack. upon the working class In 
an effort to redudce the standard of liv- 
ing. It is significant of the role of cap- 
italist agents within labors' ranks that 
precisely In this situation Mr. Moore of 
the Canadian Trades and Labor Con- 
gress steps Torward with the statement 
that in his opinion "these men had a 
fair trial". 

During the year 1931 there have been 
within the borders of Canada over 700 
working class arrests. Over 110 years 
of Imprisonment was handed out by the 
courts in 155 convictions. Working class 
meetings were broken up and in many 
eases entirely prohibited. Revolutionary 
literature was banned. The Daily Work- 
er and the Frehett are prohibited entry 
into Canada, Workers upon whom any 
possible suspicion of revolutionary In- 
clinations can be placed are stopped and 
questioned in the streets. This has al- 
ready been the experience of- several 
of our Left Opposition comrades. Some 
time ago the book The Proletarian Rev- 
olution" by Trotsky was banned. Just 
now oru new pamphlets "Germany the 
Key to the International Situation" has 
suffered the same fate. 

It is encouraging, • however, that the 
official Communist party of Canada, by 
these serious experiences at least have 
learned one valuable lesson. It Is actu- 
ally making some efforts toward building 
a genuine united front movement for 
the repeal of "Section- fiS". The re- 
sponse of working class organization 
have been so- broad and wide that it 
gives gratifying testimony to the power' 
and validity of this policy. 

The Left Opposition is participating 
fully to this movement At a recent uni- 



ted front repeal .conference held in Ham- 
ilton, Ont, our comrade Green was seat- 
ed as a representative of the Communist 
League of America with Silver represent- 
ing the Toronto conference district. Sel- 
ected on a delegation to present demands 
upon Premier Henry in regard to the 
repeal are our comrades Spector and 
Silver. 



Clotzer Meetings 

Responses from the various cities to 
our second national tour have been ex- 
cellent. In Buffalo, N. Y. the local 
branch of the Proletarian Party Opposi- 
tion made arrangements for a public 
lecture, for comrade Glotaer under its 
own auspices. 

Arrangements are now also being com- 
pleted for a radio address to be deliver- 
ed by comrade Glotaer from the St. Louis 
station KMOX, on Wednesday afternoon 
March 2nd. Further announcements of 
this we expect to make ln our next is- 
sue. In Minneapolis our branch is pre- 
paring for a debate with A. C. Townley, 
the organizer of the Non-Partlsan League. 
The fact that comrade Glotzer has 
just returned from a visit with comrade 
Trotsky, able to give first hand informa- 
tion of the discussions with the revolu- 
tionary leader ln eslle, able also to give 
first hand information of his Impressions, 
of the movement in the European coun- 
tries, Is proving of real Interest and a 
stimulous to the projected public meet- 
ings. At the time of going to press 
the swing through Canada has been com- 
pleted and comrade Glotzer is heading 
west The schedule for the balance of 
this tour Is as follows: 

West Frankfort, III. ..March 1 
Lecture to be at Labor Lyceum (Num- 
ber Two Orient Hall) 7 P. M. 

St. Louis, Mo. March 2 

Lecture to be at Central Library Hall. 
14th and Olive Streets, 7:30 P. M. 

Kansas City, Mo March 3 

Minneapolis, Minri . . March 5, 6, 7 

Chicago, III March 9—10 

Cleveland, Ohio March 11 

Youngstown. Ohio . . . March 12 
Pittsburgh, P». ..... March 13 * 
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John L.Lewis Continues His Betrayals 

A Review of the Thirty-second Convention of the United Mine Workers of America 



The 32nd Consecutive Constitutional 
Convention of the United Mine Workers 
held a twelve day session in 
the historic Tomllnson hall of Indiana- 
polis, Indiana, beginning January 26th 
and ending February 5th. The huge 
auditorium was draped in the trl col- 
ors of the Wall Street republic. It was 
a fitting arena for the arch reactionary 
fakers of the union. It reflected howing 
to the captains of American industries, 
their apologizing for the radical ization 
that is taking place among the mine 
workers of this country. The atmo- 
sphere of the gathering, was a sorrow- 
ful one. The conventions of yore that 
had pictured hectic sessions, fighting, 
energetic, militant, rank and file miners, 
was almost a memory aside of an ex- 
tremely small minority that courageously 
fought throughout the entire convention 
exposing the traitorious role of the Lewis 
machine in shackling the mine workers. 

The keynote of tie administration was 
sounded in the beginning of the conven- 
tion when Phillip Murray, International 
Vice President, made the-joint report of 
the three standing officials. A lengthy 
report covering a pamphlet of 83 pages, 
the keynote was "stabilization of the 
coal mining industry by Federal Govern- 
| ment regulation in order to assure the 
coal operators a fair return on their 
investments and to abolish the cut 
throat competition especially in the cen- 
tral competitive fields." The woes and 
sufferings of the miners was secondary 
and almost forgotten. 

The officers report mentions unemploy- 
ment, but they are so reactionary that 
they even fear unemployment insurance, 
as a step forward in alleviating unem- 
ployment. However, tbe pressure of 
even a packed convention forced the 
issue on them and they were compelled 
to accept unemployment insurance In the 
records of their report and to include 
it in the general program of the union. 
The remainder of the officers report is 
merely a repetition of a typical A. F. of 
L. union. Class collaboration, quota- 
tions from famous letters from the great 
Mr. Hoover, more mechanization, great- 
er efficiency, etc., etc. 

The most sorrowful expression of the 
convention was the gigantie retreat the 
miners union has taken in the last ten 
years. The .miners union under the ad- 
ministration of Lewis has diminished In 
strength, influence and confidence so bad- 
ly that there is even a growing tendency 
among the capitalist and their agents to 
begin to ignore Lewis. This is well 
Confirmed by the fact that Secretary of 
Labor Doak and President Hoover re- 
fused to give Lewis a conference, with 
the coal operators of the Central Com- 
petitive field, due to the fact that a 
wild cat strike had taken place in south- 
ern Illinois where the United Mine 
Workers and the operators had a con- 
tract. 

The decline and defeat of the United 
Mine Workers of America can well be 
summarized by the following facts and 
figures: 

Year Membership 

1901 188,024 

1811 250,256 

1921 442,057 

1831 152,148 

less last 

ten years 289,900 

Let us see how this great retreat un- 
der Lewis has affected the Bituminous 
coal producing fields. In the year 1921 
the U. M. W. of A, had 385,724 dues pay- 
ing members in the bituminous districts 
of the United States and Canada. For 
the six months ending June 1, 1931 there 
Is merely 52,723 average tax paying mem- 
bership in the 28 bitumionus districts of 
the continent. In other words there re- 
main less than 14% of the former tax 
paying membership. A retreat of 86% 
of its former strength ! The United 
Mine Workers Journal tells us that in 
some of the unorganized fields wages 
are as low as $1.50 per day and 14e per 
ton, for nine to ten hours work. 

The retreat of the organization can be 
further shown by the West Virginia sit- 
uation. In 1921 the union had an aver- 
age -tax paying membership of 45,862 
divided in 595 local unions. In 1931 up 
until £une 1, we have 40 dues paying 
members from seven feeble local unions. 
The role of Van A. Blttner the chief re- 
presentative of the United Mine Work- 
ers of America in West Va., and the 
right hand man of John L. Lewis on the 
International Executive Board, has long 
been proven notorious. William Z. Fos- 
ter, in his book, "Mlsleaders of Labor" 
points out to the workers that'', Van A. 
Blttner is the coal operators' best assur- 
ance that the coal miners of that state 
will not be organized." The figures of 
the most recent betrayals by Blttner 
prove this adequately. Later on we 
will deal with the West Virginia situa- 
tion .more thoroughly. This particular 
section of the coal mining industry Is to- 
day the most important and the pivot 
of all union movements. 

Inspite of these figures which are de- 
rived from the official records of In- 
ternational Secretary -Treasurer William 
Green and Thomas Kennedy, Lewis is 
continuing to pay tax on 400,000 mem- 
bers in the American Federation of La- 
bor in order that he can use the voting 
power for his own personal ambitions. 

The Credentials Committee report was 
a piece of out-right robbery. The part 
the Credentials Committee plays Is to be 
sure that enough delegates are packed 
that will give Lewis an overwhelming 
majority. The job is done very crudely, 
but it is put over convention after con- 



vention. Out of the 1155 delegates that 
attended the convention the bulk of them 
only represented themselves. The bona 
fide delegates from the Anthracite re- 
gions, Illinois, Indiana and a few other 
remnants of districts, were pitted against 
"blue sky" delegates that possibly had 
never worked In the coal mine or had 
never belonged to the organization. The 
figures of the International Secretary- 
Treasurer compared with the report of 
the Credentials Committee, proves this 
very conclusively. We have the follow- 
ing facts : Paying 
District Delegates Members 

2 Pa. 39 955 

5 Pa. 86 1142 

6 Ohio 89 862 
8 Ind. 5 168 

16 Md. 10 2 

17 W. Va. 22 37 
19 Ky. & Tenn. 47 489 
21 Qkla. Ark. & Texas 25 63 
23 Western Ky. 52 377 
25 Missouri 19 187 

30 Kentucky 14 34 

31 West Va. 125 2168 

Total 533 6484 

353 of the above delegates do not 
have a single tax paying member in the 
local unions they represent ! 

Illinois had 285 delegates representing 
a total .membership, 31,368 dues paying 
District No. 1 — Pennsylvania had 131 
delegates with 45,643 paying members. 
District No. 31— West Va. had 125 dele- 
gates with 2168 tax paying members. 
District N. 9 — Pa. had 61 delegates with 
32,403 tax paying members. District 
No. 5— Pa. had 86 delegates with 1,183 
tax paying members. 

Quite a contrast. Yet some of Ute 
slmon pure, "loyal unionist" suffer un- 
der the illusions that Lewis and his 
machine may bow to majority decision 
and voluntarily abdicate when the maj- 
ority so desires. The above facts indic- 
ate all too clearly ; if fnrther proof be 
needed, that only by a strongly organized 
determined Left wing can the union be 
cleaned of such rubbish. That implies 
tenacious struggle and united efforts of 
all who are ready to fight for a clean 
union. 

The National Miners' Union in a state- 
ment to the convention charges that the 
delegates that came to this convention 
from the unorganized fields were "hand 
picked, baited with whiskey, no elections 
of delegates being held, . packing the 
convention for the Lewis machine." That 
is obviously true. 

The first day's session of the convention 
was marked by a sharp division of forces, 
fed mainly by the Illinois "insurgents". 
Some 222 opposition votes were "count- 
ed" by the Lewis tellers. This 
is far from correct. Whole rows of op- 
position delegates were left out from 
the count. This, however, was the larg- 
est opposition vote cast against the 
Lewis machine. It remained fairly well 
intact throughout the entire convention, 
voting against practically every propos- 
al that the administration brought for- 
ward. Within the Illinois opposition 
was formed a Left wing group. A tew 
allies irom the outlying fields were join- 
ed. However, the terror and persecu- 
tion of the Lewis administration was 
so brutal that greater numbers were 
prevented from joining forces. Notably, 
among those who led a militant Left wing 
fight throughout the convention, were 
delegates Gerry Allard, August It. Hof- 
fman, Lawrence Lamb, Borell, of Ill- 
inois, Delegates Schuster, Mische, of 
Pennsylvania and a few other elements 
with a "socialistic tinge". Outside of 
the above mentioned elements, the con- 
vention was dominated by two rival re- 
actionary factions. The Illinois faction, 
embracing scores of honest, rank and file 
delegates, fought all through the con- 
vention for home rule. The Left wingers 
supported them on every progressive is- 
sue. 

The injunction secured by the former 
district President of the Illinois miners 
Harry Fish wick, and still enforced 
against the arbitrary revocation order 
of the International Union, was the 
subject of heated discussion for the first 
six days. A wide range was given in 
tne discussion where Illinois delegates 
clashed with the supporters of the In- 
ternational Union. Fist fights broke out 
in the ponventfon on one occasion 
when the Seargeants-at-arms attempted' 
to drag out of the convention, John 
Hindmarsh, of Springfield, III., aelf- 
elaimed socialist and for years a figure 
in the miners' movement. The disgrace- 
ful attempt of the International officers 
ordering the ejecting of Hindmarsh so 
stirred the convention that the Anthrac- 
ite and Illinois delegates joined forces 
in defeating the attempts of kicking 
Hindmarsh out of the convention. The 
fighting determination of the insurgent 
delegates was so great that fear struck 
the hearts of the reactonaries. This had 
a great effect in stopping any further 
attacks on delegates who dared to dis- 
sent with the almighty ruler. Aside 
from heated verbal clashes, coupled with 
the great one man burlesque of John 
L. Lewis, no physial damage, was re- 
corded. 

The report of the Committee on Reso- 
lutions revealed that 97 resolutions of 
different character were submitted to 
the convention by various local unions 
throughout the country mainly from Il- 
linois. The Committee expressing the 
political line of the administration re- 
jected scores of progressive resolutions. 
Resolutions on the six hour day and the 
five day week, bank to bank, Unemploy- 



ment Insurance, Against Criminal Syn 
dicaiiam. For Old Age pensions are about 
the only concessions the reactionaries 
made. The pressure was forced to ail 
extremes by the Left wing group, the 
originators of these progressive meas- 
ures. 

Resolutions on the recognition of the 
Soviet Union came from Westville, Ill- 
inois ; Rocks Springs, Wyoming ; and a 
militant one from, local union No. 303 of 
Orient, 111. The resolution troin local 
union No. 303 called upon unconditional 
recognition as well as to extend liberal 
trades relations with Soviet Rt-public, 
extend credits, etc. The resolution fur- 
ther pointed out that recognition of the 
Soviet Government would assist gener- 
ally in relieving existing unemployment 
difficultes as well as to assist the Rus- 
sian working class to realize their great 
efforts at laying the foundations for 
Socialism. Gerry Allard, mover of re- 
oslution, delivered a powerful attack 
against the Lewis regime in refusing to 
recognize the Soviet Government Dele- 
gate Mische, District 1 of the Anthracite, 
supported tthe resolution and oppttsed 
the Committee's report. Secretary- 
Treasurer Kennedy, in voicing the opin- 
ion of the administration charged the 
"Soviet government of assisting the capi- 
talist class in this country to destroy 
the United Mine Workers of America 
and the offical labor movement." Allard 
challenged Kennedy to submit the evi- 
dence that fie So\ let governra; 1 1 had 
done so. Kennedy splurted to the best 
he knew how, but no evidence was forth- 
coming. In spite of a predicted defeat, 
the resolution gained attention, received 
appalause and a substantial viite but 
the aye and nay note was cast against 
the Committee's report. 

On Unemployment Insurance the com- 
mittee made a report camouflaging the 
(issue, by stating the International Ex- 
ecutive Board will ''investigate". A rank 
and file delegate asked the committee 
what they were going to "investigate"? 
How an unemployed worker dies of 
hunger? The Committee's report, as 
was to be expected, was concurred in by 
the packed bunch of professional hand 
clappers that infested the conclave. 

A resolution from Royalton, Illinois, 
asked that John L. Lewis resign as 
president of the International Union. 
The officialdom assailed the resolution 
and charged that it was "a piece of coal 
operators' work or Communist propa- 
ganda." August R. Hoffman, young mili- 
tant mine leader of Illinois attacked 
Lewis for his betrayals for many years 
and asked that Lewis resign. However, 
he pointed out that he undersotood In 
the beginning that it never would he com- 
plied with. The chair later reprimanded 



Hoffman and threatened to bar him from 
the convention if he made another break. 
Delegate Hindmarsh asked that Lewis 
resign as International President or as 
President of a large bank in Indiana- 
polis'. This stirred the convention. 
Lewis never denied that he was the 
president of a bank, rather admitted 
that he was. From Union president to 
Republican National Committee man, to 
Bank president— that proves that Am- 
erica is a land of great promise for the 
youth of the working class!, the great, 
bushy browed, pot bellied John L. Lewis 
roared time after time as youthful dele- 
gatees poured a hot barrage of attack 
against him and his hirelings. With his 
oratorical tricks and experienced lieut- 
enants, he succeeded in every instance to 
impress the newspapermen in the press 
box who cleverly fixed the reports for 
the "pubWic". 
The outstanding features of the conven- 
tion was the fact that the dominating, 
active element from the Anthracite and 
Illinois delegations were young coal min- 
ers. The statement In the convention 
was made, that never before had so Inrge 
a number of youthful delegates attended 
the Unite dd Mine Workers convention. 
Lewis, time after time, along with the 
official family, attempted to excuse the 
young miners who attacked the admin- 
istration as. "young", "in experienced", 
"they will change their minds in due 
time." This healthy representation was 
a ray of great hopes. The forces within 
the mining industry, as well as in the 
entire capitalist order, threw the class 
lines sharply before the miners, especial- 
ly those active young men who dared 
to voice protest in a terrorized, packed 
convention. 

The United Mine Workers of America 
has completed another great be tray a 1, 
under the rtfle of Lewis. Lewis, the 
mouthpiece of the capitalist class per- 
forms the role of agent provocateur, de- 
portation agent, assists to railroad mili- 
tant workers to prison, stifles union 
progress in the mining fields. The Left 
wing forces in the mining industry that 
are slowly but surely molding their ef- 
forts together must fulfill their tasks 
speedily. The rank and file of the Uni- 
ted Mine Workers of America, the Na- 
tional Miners Union and the West Vir- 
ginia Miners Union, must unite their 
efforts under a clear, uncorrupted, dem- 
ocratic leadership and pave the way to 
the rehabilitation and rejuvenation of 
tne miners' struggles, carrying the fight 
on a higher revolutionary program of 
unionism. With the many odds against 
such a movement, unification of the 
r.eft wing element is a crying need. Div- 
ision on account of personal or factional 
preference is the weapon that the bosses 
and their agents will further use to 
starve the working class into submission. 
The fight against the misleadership of 
the United Mine Workers of America 
goes on. It will continue in spite of all 
the enemies of the coal miners. 

—A DELEGATE. 
Indianapolis, Ind. Feb. 10, 1932 



Lovestonites in the JVorl^men s Circle 



A Protest Conference of Workmen's 
Circle Branches was held on Sunday, 
February 7th, 1932 at Stuyvesant Cas- 
ino, 142 Second Avenue, New York City. 

This conference was called by an Initi- 
ative Committee, organized by the fol- 
lowing branches of the Workmen's cir- 
cle: 16, 34, 368, 386, 417. 637 and 656. 

The purpose of the conference as ex- 
plained in the call, was : "To discuss the 
scab-disease problem in the W. C. and 
the passive attitude of the present lead- 
ership of the W, C. towards scab mem- 
bers. The same statement also infers; 
that the problem of change of leadership 
is involved in this struggle and that 
such must be proletarianlzed. 

150 delegates, represent a ting 75 branch- 
es, participated in the conference. The 
majority of the delegates came from New 
York City ad New Jersey State. A few 
came from Philadelphia Pa., Boston and 
Springfield, Mass. 

If we take into consideration the un- 
favorable conditions wMch the Initiative 
Committee had to contend with, and 
especially without a press, the Confer- 
ence was a success. It has proven again 
the fallacy of the "Third Period", ultra- 
Left policy of splitting the Workmen's 
Circle (which was also supported by 
the Lovestoneites) and leaving the work- 
ers in that organization at the mercy of 
the S. P. leadership. 

The response to the call has shown the 
correctness of the Leninist position 
against splits which he has so profound- 
ly exponded in his pamphlet, "Left Sick- 
ness". The workers, even those who 
were sympathetic towards the Left wing 
movement, refused to split away, because 
of their healthy Instinct against sullts 
In the labor ranks. Then again the ob- 
ejetive conditions of the last few years, 
as unemployment, the successes in the 
Soviet Union, have changed the mind of 
a great many workers In those organiza- 
tions. Theses workers are now vo'.ntly 
opposed to the course of the present 
leadership in the trade unions ; their 
anti-Soviet attitude, their toleration of 
scabs and employers In the W. C. lead- 
ership was needed to give txpre'sion to 
that sentiment. The call for the con- 
ference gave this opportunity. 

The Lovestoneites Play Their Bole 

The party, in the deplorable condition 
it finds itself because of nine yeiirs of 
Right wing and T'litrist leadership i- 
not apt to give leadership to any move- 
ment now. Here a wonderful opportun- 
ity is given the Loevstoneites to per 
form their "historic" role. They drag 
this movement into the swamp of op- 
portunism. 



Because of lack of space, it is impos- 
sible to go Into details of the organization 
of and procedure at the Conference. Those 
of the readers of The Militant who can 
read Jewish will find a very elaborate 
article on that subject in the secdnd is- 
sue of Unser Kamf. Here we will ex- 
plain the position of the Lovestoneites 
in the W. C, in brief. 

The Lovestoneites, still believing that 
fhey are the "Majority Group" of the 
party, at the time of the split of the 
W. C. engineered by the party, sup- 
ported and participated in the splitting 
of the W. C. Shortly afterwards the: 
realized that those that foiloweJ the 
call of the party will not support. Love- 
stone. In a hurry, they made a fast 
mm. Bac'i, with lightning speed to the 
W. C. — became their motto. Since then, 
the Lovestoneites everywhere travelled 
with lightning speed to the Right. So 
also in the W. C. But here, in the 
W. C, they were not received with upen 
arms as in the I. L. G. W. U. or Pnier- 
son. The Right wing leadership could- 
n't find a reason why they should re- 
cognize them. But despite all the noise 
tne Lovestoneites make and the fcllsh 
attitude of the Freiheit towards them, 
by boosting them through attacking them 
every day in the Freiheit, they have not 
only not gained organizationally, but 
have lost influence, membership and 
even in circulation of their paper. They 
are making a desperate attempt to get 
a foothold somewhere, ready to pay 
any price for it. In the Workmen's Cir- 
cle, they try to utilize the present dis- 
satisfaction in order to force a deal on 
tne so-called opposition (which is only 
a Right wing c'ioue fighting fo." power). 

Is It any wonder that under such lead- 
ership the Conference showed its pol- 
itical impotence. The Initiative Commit- 
tee showed an utter lack of understand- 
ing of the problems confronting the 
membership of the W. C. They haven't 
even understood the real character of 
the scab problem in the W. C. They 
have tried to make it a "pure and sim- 
ple" scab issue, not realizing t&at It 
is a symptom of a diseased body and 
that some limbs, especially the scab 
and enfployers group, to whom the 
present leadership looks for support, 
will have to he amputated. Consequent- 
ly, the whole movement had all the char- 
acteristics of the opportunist swamp, as : 
no perspective, no plan, not a single 
concrete proposal. The few concrete 
proposals in the resolution by the 
conference were taken from other resolu- 
tions. 

The crassest example of opportunistic 



Is Mooney to Stay in Jail ? 

Reactionaries Make Capital of the Stalinists' Blunders 



Disgusted by the betrayals of the 
cynical fakers of the California State 
Federation of Labor and the A. F. of 
L., the impotence of well intentloned lib- 
erals and the futility of purely legal 
maneuvers. Tom Mooney addressed a 
ringing call to the working class of this 
country to unite in a fight for his lib- 
eration and the freedom of class war 
prisoners. Fourteen years in prison had 
not softened the militant fighter. The 
ideas and language of his call are revolu- 
tionary. They constituted the necessary 
spark to fan into flames again the smol- 
dering resentment of the working class 
against perhaps, the rawest frame-up of 
capitalist class justice. And they came 
at the time of the approach of the third 
year of a still deepening crisis, when 
their result in a militant working class 
movement would open up tremendous 
possibilities for the fight against the 
capitalist offensive and for relief. 

In naming the organizations to the 
militant individuals and units of which 
he appealed, Mooney placed .squarely 
upon their shoulders the responsibility 
of uniting in a movement for' his release. 
In the list were all the Communist 
groups including the International Labor 
Defense. It was obvious, although 
Mooney did not say so, that be meant 
the I. L. D. and the C. P, to take the 
t'nitiative in launching and organizing 
such a movement. Mooney 's pamphlet 
exposing the betrayals of Schauenberg 
and Co. who received the undivided sup- 
port of the A. F. of L. bureaucracy, and 
still do, left no doubt that he did not 
look to these gentry to build and lead a 
fighting movement. Nor could it be 
reasoned that he had any confidence in 
the I. W. W. f utilitarians, or the other 
groups enumerated in his call, including 
the simon pure legal men of the social- 
ist party leadership. Their record of in- 
capacity, spinelessness and betrayal 
shouted too loudly against the supposi- 
tion of their conducting a fight. 

The organization to whom fell the 
task of issuing a call to build the move- 
ment was the I. L. D. On the fifth of 
September the Daily Worker issued a 
"Call for United Action". Mooney left 
the I. L. D. no choice. He asked for a 
genuine united front. The I. L. D. 
caled for United Front Conferences. 

The united front projected by the call 
had two principal defects. The confer- 
ences were to be called— for the release 
of Tom Mooney and Warren Billings, the 
Harlan Miners and Scottsboro Negro 
boys. Imperial Valley strike leaders 
and other class war prisoners. As The 
Militant remarked on September 12, 
"It is obvious that a united front move- 
ment for Mooney would be recreant in 
Its duty if it failed to conduct a strug- 
gle also for the other class war lighters. 
But in this specifle campaign, the whole 
point is missed by railing to concentrate 
the whole issue around Mooney as the 
outstanding symbol of the capitalist sys- 
tem of an ti- working class frame-ups 
. . . " But for the Stalinists bureau- 
cratic complacency and prestige is all! 
The Mooney issue — could be buried by 
lumping it with .half a dozen other is- 
sues! 

The second mistake in the united 
front outlined by the call was its ap- 
peal not to organizations to join with 
the L L. D., but to individuals :— "the 
rank and file members of the A. C. W. 
—the working class members of the 
socialist party, etc. — ■" It was to be 
a recruiting drive disgu'sed as a united 
front from below. They obst'nately per- 
sisted in a masquerade which fools no- 
body! 

On the negative side, there is much 
to record. The Opposition, pursuant to 
its policy of opposing Moonep's ap- 
peal (Militant, Sept. 5th), sent a dele- 
gation to the N. Y. united front confer- 
ence. Despite the fact that the Corn- 



charlatanism was demonstrated by the 
Lovestoneites by the introduction of the 
second resolution. In this resolution, 
the Conference protests against Bask in. 
Secretary of the W. C, for refusing the 
addresses to the Initiative OommitbQe 
at the same time giving it to a Mr. 
Feinberg, who sends out an appeal for 
an Anti-Soviet paper and slanders the 
Soviet Union. 

The purpose of this resolution was to 
dampen the protest of the radical dele- 
gates against the rejection by the Love- 
stone group of every progressive re- 
solution, as : recognition of the Soviet 
Union, Unemployment, Trade Union 
Unity, etc., introdudced by the delegates. 
They wanted to smuggle in the word 
"Soviet Union" and make their few fol- 
lowers believe that this is a resolution 
for recognition of the Soviet Union. The 
result was that the Right wingers would- 
n't agree to be fooled in such a manner 
and left the Conference. The progres- 
sive delegates are still in the dork and 
cannot explain how such a conference 
of workers could fail to take a stand 
on such issues as Soviet Union, Unem- 
ployment, Trade Unions, etc. 

This Conference, due to the opportun- 
istic leadenship, has failed so far to 
crystallize a clasa-fconscious, militant 
element in the W. C. At the same time, 
It demonstrated that there are potential 
elements for the revolutionary labor 
movement, who crave for a consistent 
revolutionary leadership. Only by work- 
ing within the labor mass organizations 
wll the revolutionary movement be able 
to give leadership to the labor movement 

—J. B. 



munis t League is mentioned by name 
in Mooney 's appeal as one of the or- 
ganizations he wants to participate in 
a genuine united front, our delegation 
was ejected under threats of violence. 
In Minneapolis, St Louis and Staunton 
and Belleville, 111., where the I. L. D. 
organized no conference and where the 
Opposition was instrumental in setting 
them afoot, the I. L. D. pursued a pol- 
icy of: either we control the confer- 
ence or we smash it. In one way or 
another they wrecked all of these con- 
ferences. 

This method of freeing Mooney has 
ruinous consequences for the Communist 
movement. Mooney's cause will not die 
if the party does not take it up. The 
issue will become a plaything for alt 
sorts of political fakers. Particularly 
dangerous are the bourgeois demagogues 
who use the issue to make political 
capital, for the pursuit of personal am- 
bitions. From time to time the press 
records their pious hypocrisy. The lat- 
est to come to our attention is the re- 
port in the N. Y. Times of February 13 
of resolutions demandng that "Governor 
Rolph pardon Thomas J. Mooney imme- 
diately", introduced into the House of 
Representative by those despicable dem- 
agogues from New York State, La Guar- 
dia and Sirovich. 

In the lull in the fight created by the 
inactivity of the Communists, the Mold- 
ers' Defense Commtttce, the 1. W. W and 
others are biisy propagating the :l!usi./n 
that a boycott of California goi^is un 
force Monncy s release. When tho itin- 
erant peddler of confusion, Marcus Gra- 
ham, of the I. W. W. can persuade a 
group of militant miners like the Staun- 
ton Miners' Educational Body to unani- 
mously adopt a resolution for a boycott 
of California products as a means of 
getting Mooney out of jail it is only be- 
cause these fl^htuig miners have Ir^en 
made-easy prey by their contusion and 
disgust with the Joe Tasnt>= an! aill 
G cherts. 

Finally it must be remembered that 
the last act in the Walker-Rolph public- 
ity stunt has not yet been reached. Gov. 
Rolph, who has reserved judgment on 
Walker's plea, is sitting back waiting to 
see what pressure the working class will 
bring to bear on him for Mooney's re- 
lease. His reply is due soon. If no 
working class pressure is forthcoming, 
he will find that Mooney's release is not 
to be considered. 

Working class pressure can force him to 
find the necessary legal pretext to par- 
don Mooney. The time is short in which 
to build a fighting working class move- 
ment. But it is not too late if we begin 
at once. This the I. L. D. should do, 
What is needed is a genuine united 
front, from which the Communists have 
nothing to lose and everything tc gain. 
For this united front every party mem- 
ber, every member of a party oraniza- 
tion sould raise his voice. 

— T. STAMM. 



A Letter From Our Class 
War Prisoners 

We were committed to prison Wed- 
nesday 17th. It took us the whole day 
to get in. We see each other in the lit- 
tle prison yard every day for two hours ; 
together witii the other white prisoners. 
Have also been given work together. I 
am told that no days oft are allowed on 
sentences under one year. We receive 
the common treatment accorded all com- 
mon prisoners, no special privileges. Pol- 
itical prisoners are rather a novelty 
here. There are however a few sympath- 
izers. 

We will get a paper every Sunday only. 
1 will inquire about a Daily Worker sub. 
The very meagre prison library can sup- 
ply only trash and some classics. There 
is no book by any Russian writer ! The 
rule is, I think, that books may be sent 
only from the publisher and then must re- 
main here. Will see more about it. It 
works, as things do under capitalism, 
very hard on the poor. It is an expen- 
sive matter. 

Have no concern on Our part person- 
ally. We are well and in good spirits 
— we see each other every day you know. 
Not at all downhearted. We miss our 
freedom and contacts with the movement 
personally, but we know it is for a com- 
paratively short while only. We are 
proud to be here as political prisoners: 
not for a moment would we change 
places for that of the hosts of bought 
souls and cravens, outside; and the sab- 
otageTs of working class nlty. One thing 
we want is news of the outside, parti- 
cualrly of the movement. The comrades 
can do that. We are considerably ham- 
pered in sending out .mall but can re- 
ceive all letters sent us. Tell us, com- 
rades, about the dressmakers' strike (the 
local daily papers carry no news of it) ; 
about the Marine Defense work; the L 
L. D. and the whole movement and also 
as you may be able of your work. Also 
will one of the comrades mall me a pic- 
ture (post card, I suppose) of Rose and 
Karl. 

Please give our fraternal greetings of 
solidarity to the comrades of the Marine 
Defense. 

Our best of comradely greetings. Cour- 
age and cheer for a good stiff fight from: 

Your Comrades, 
GOODMAN AND MORGBNSTERN 
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The Character of Fascism 

An Analysis of the Composition of the Hitlerist Camp 



(Continued from last issue) I 

Today, the task stands before us, be- 
before the Communists, to gather the 
entire working class around the slogan 
of the struggle against the threatening 
Fascist overthrow. There is no doubt, 
that this struggle will also bring about 
a conflict with the "lesser evil". There 
la no doubt that, the struggle against 
wage robbery, which is & struggle in 
the trade unions and in the factories and 
which constitutes an inseparable element 
of the formation, of the united front, 
will also bring about a struggle against 
the regime of emergency decrees. 
The Struggle Against Social Democracy, 
and the United Front 
No one (and least of all ourselves) 
desires the suspension of the struggle 
against the S. P. G., the suspension of 
criticism — a "reconciliation". But it is 
necessary to realize that the struggle 
against the S=. P. G. must be conducted in 
the form of a united front tactic, under 
the slogan "against the seizure of power 
by Hitler". Lenin demonstrated very 
cleverly the essence of this tactic when 
he recommended that the English Com- 
munists "support" Henderson under cer- 
tain conditions (Infantile Leftism, page 
76, German edition]. By making it dear 
for them that they would support Hen- 
derson "as the hangman's rope supports 
the hanged," 

Manuilsky and Thaelmann make very 
light of the matter, by substituting here 
also, for the question of a concrete an- 
alysis, for the question of the varying 
struggle on the different fronts, a non- 
Marxist commonplace like : "the main 
enemy is the dictatorship of capital— that 
is, every bourgeois government and its 
supporters". According to this schema, 
It will always remain a mystery, why 
the Bolsheviki fought with Kerensky 
against Kornilov and did not carry on 
the struggle against Kerensky In a stere- 
otyped fashion. 

It speaks of a high degree of insensi- 
tlveness to the development of events, 
not to want' to see the Facsist danger, 
not to want to see the. practical conse- 
quences which genuine Fascism will 
bring. 

People who regard Bruening as Fasc- 
ist, that is, the overture as the opera, 
can very easily become altogether blind 
and deaf. 

Thaelmann Fails to Correct False Views 
The party, far from revising its false 
theory, has "deepened" it by the article 
in the January Issue of Die Internation- 
ale, composed by the group of anthors 
that works under the pseudonym of 
Thaelmann, 

"It may be assumed that the execu- 
tion of the dictatorship of the bourgeois 
ie — no matter through what methods, 
and particularly when it is a question of 
Fascist methods — will in the first in- 
stance, and in the long run, be in the 
hands of the Centre in a very strong 
measure". (Die Internationale Vol. 33, 
No. 1) 

The content of the present situation is 
characterized crudely but not incorrectly 
by Thaelmann : "Today, the Centre is the 
carrier of the policy of an interchange- 
able exploitation of the social democracy 
and the National Socialists for the dic- 
tatorship of the bourgeoisie." With this, 
he has finally reached the estimation 
formulated by Trotsky in the following 
manner in 1929: 

"iThis will also determine the policy 
that the bourgeoisie will adopt in the 
near future: to force the social dem- 
ocracy, with the aid of Fascism, to re- 
construct the constitution, so that the 
bourgeoisie will be able to combine the 
advantages of Fascism with those of 
democracy, those of Fascism in essence, 
those of democracy ' in form. In this 



manner, they hope to save themselves 
the high expense of democratic reforms, 
and if possible, also the new expense in- 
herent in a Fascist overthrow". 

Unfortunately, however, Thaelmann, 
who characterizes this situation as Fasc- 
ism and who neglects entirely the econ- 
omic relationships and the political per- 
spectives that lie in this situation, has 
not yet reached the conclusions of Trot- 
sky! 

'<WiH the bourgeoisie be able to take 
this path? To its actual conclusion and 
for a prolonged period of time — most 
certainly not. In other words, the bour- 
geoisie cannot build up a regime that 
will allow it to base itself in a peace- 
ful manner, on the workers as well as 
on the ruined petty bourgeoisie, without 
bearing the expense for the social re- 
forms or for the convulsions of a civil 
war. The contributions are too great, 
they will be broken In one direction or 
the other." {Trotsky, The Austrian 
Crisis). 
Dangers of Calling Present Condition 

' Fascism 

■The fundamental error, of character- 
izing this condition as Fascism, is av- 
enged by the prognosis. We have already 
heard above, of Thaelmann's "prolonged 
Centre-Fascism". ( What is . even more 
grotesque, is the sentence he attaches to 
the quotation brought above: "At times, 
the preponderance rests with the social 
democracy and that will probably be 
true, from the class point of view, also 
in the future, up to the proletarian rev- 
olution in Germany." 

A truly annihilating prognosis, this 
prognosis put forward by Thaelmann: 
Germany has already reached its Fascist 
form and it will remain so. Year after 
year, the genial Bruening will continue 
to role, nourished by the starvation of 
the patflent proletariat, interchangeably 
supported by his zealous and inexhausti- 
ble retainers, the National Socialist 
Party of Germany and "social Fascism 1 
in which case the seizure of power by 
Hitler is just as unlikely as the disinte- 
gration of the S. P. G., until such a 
time, when, probably after the completion 
of the second five year plan— the "peo- 
ple's revolution" finally arrives. 

It is clear that this prognosis is some- 
what dulled by the struggle with the 
Na*is. It is clear, that the party and 
its Braodlerist page boys underestimate 
and mock, at the significance of the 
slogan of the General Strike (which we, 
. for our part, have never separated from 
the question of immediate partial 
strikes). 

It is clear that the entire ideolgical 
confusion with regard to Fascism can 
lead to capitulation at the moment of 
the establishment of the Fascist dicta- 
torship, because these people, will say- 
Just as the despicable Kolaroffs, the 
Bulgarian Thaelmanns, did on June 9, 
1923 — "Why get excited particularly now 
when one Fascist Is merely replacing an- 
other Fascist"? The Comintern, which 
has most unhappily capitulated to Fasc- 
ism three times already {Bulgaria, Pol- 
and, Finland) 'is coming to another 
cross-road. The very reserved criticism 
of the defeatist attitude .made by Thael- 
mann serves no purpose at all as long as 
his own theories, false to the roots, are 
not cast aside. 

We must pose the question here: why 
this fatal error in the problem of Fasc 
ism? Simply by referring to the think- 
ing ability of the Thaelmanns and Man- 
uilskys, this question is not solved for 
the Marxist- 
Basis For False Analyses and Tactics 
Manuilsky has, however, perhaps un- 
intentionally, informed us why it is im- 
possible, in the last analysis, for the 



Stalinist Comintern leadership to differ- 
entiate-between Hitler, Bruening and 
Wels. 

"The entire aggravation of the class 
struggle proves that the differences in 
the methods of class rule between so- 
called bourgeois democracy and Fasc- 
ism are constantly being wiped out, and 
are actually. In practice, wiped out al- 
ready. Can anyone attempt to prove that, 
for example, the policy of the German 
social democracy with regard to the coun- 
try of socialist construction — the V. S. 
S. R.— is any more "progressive" .than 
the policy of Italian Fascism!" (Report 
of Manuilsky to the XI Plenum of the 
E. C. C. I.— our emphasis, B. B.) 

That means: the final touchstone in 
the policy of the Stalinist Comintern 
leadership, whose basic task is no long- 
er the world revolution but the con- 
struction of socialism in one country, are 
the foreign trade relations of the Soviet 
Union : and so it happens that a consi- 
derable lack of sensitiveness arises in 
these people, their eyes glued on Mus- 
solini, with regard to the Hitler ques- 
tion- But even in this case, these peo- 
ple, generalizing mechanically, are fall- 
ing Into error. In the instance, the often 
misused argument of the difference be- 
tween Germany and Italy is very much 
In place. Mussolini means — oil exports. 
But Hitler means— war of Intervention. 

The nationalist attitude towards Marx- 
ism, which in Germany has led through 
the program of the national and social 
liberation, {to use Manuilsky's own 
jargon) to the "descent to the level of 
the middle classes, in the Menshevlk, and 
not in the Bolshevik manner", here too 
proves to be fatal. 

— E. BAUER. 
(Berlin) 



The folowing is a circular letter 
sent out to the local organizations 
by the Executive Committee of the 
Spanish Communist Opposition, 
which evaluates the revolutionary 
events that broke out in Spain in 
the middle of January. —Ed. 

Dear comrades : 

The Spanish Left Opposition, engaged 
in collecting facts and documents which 
will permit it to make a more detailed 
analysis of the recent events, considers 
ic necessary for the moment to indicate 
cursorily and as briefly as possible, a few 
considerations brought forward by the 
velopments of the movement. 

We shall first approach the negative 
features of it. 

(1) The movement lacked In continu- 
ity. Beginning in the heights of Llobre- 
gat and Cardoner, it received the hack- 
ing of Barcelona and other places in 
Catalonia, when it was already crushed 
in the former towns. This spelled death 
for the movement. One of the most im- 
portant lessons to be deduced from this, 
is the following: a strike of such am- 
plitude must arise simultaneously or be 
initiated by the large industrial centers 
(Barcelona in the- first place) and In 
no case in the periphery of the country 

(2) The movement was immature. It 
larked an immediate impulsion capable 
of pushing the masses forward. It should 



The Latest Anti -Trotsky Campaign 



In the February 19-20 issues of the 
Diaiij Worker, there finally appears the 
American edition of the latest Stalin 
tragicomedy — entitled "For Political De- 
cisiveness and Clarity in Our Anti^War 
Activities" {The European title was 
something like "Against Kotten Liberal- 
ism, Against Trotskyism— the Vanguard 
of the Counter -revolutionary bourgeois- 
ie") a version rendered by one, Sam 
Don. 

The cast has not yet, it appears, been 
selected. But it should not be difficult 
to find a few native talents, American 
Slutskys, and even Yaroslavskys, what 
with the unemployment raging every- 
where and the dramatic industry, we 
gather, not being excluded. For the 
present, however, we shall restrict -our- 
selves to the text. 

The prologue which constitutes part of 
the monolog given by Stalin himself at 
the Sixteenth party congress of the C. 
P. S. U., still leaves us fairly cold, the 
accompanying comment reminds us some- 
what, by its structure, of the ancient 
coribantes. It is unclear just what Is 
being driven at until we read (at last) 
"To disarm and dissipate the revolu- 



why doesn't he complete the quotation? 
That part in our thesis (The Militant, 
July 25, 1931) reads: 

"The Soviet Union, too, which has not 
and cannot be liberated from the press- 
ure of world economy has also felt the 
effects of the international crisis, to a 
far more limited extent than the capi- 
talist countries it is true, but it has been 
influenced by them, nevertheless. The 
radical international decline of commo- 
dity prices foas seriously affected Soviet 
exports, that is, its growing connection 
with the world market which becomes an 
increasingly important factor in the dev- 
elopment of its machino-faeture." 

Can Don prove that this is not true? 
Is it an act of dissipating and disarming 
the revolutionary forces, when on the 
basis of this fact, as well as on the basis 
of the fact that "Yet, the successes and 
advances of the Soviet Union stand out 
even more prominently in contrast to the 
universal anarchy and decline of capital- 
ists economy ... the advances toward 
the socialist ideal are being made clear 
to ever greater millions throughout the 
world" (same thesis), the Left Opposi- 
tion proposes to the American working 
class the slogan of a demand fcr long 



larm ana. uisaipui-c «ie .cvum- v.. — ~ — ~-~„ — -■ , _. 

:ionary forces, the bourgeoisie brings into term credits to the Soviet Union? The 

play and makes use of "Trotsky ism-the Dons and the- other sycophants of the 
vanguard of the counted- revolutionary 



bourgeoisie (Stalin)". Being interested 
to an extent, we wonder: just how does 
the bourgeoisie do all this? .We do not 
hitv? to wail long for an answer: The 
Militant, in the pre- conference theses of 



Stalinist court have only one answer: 
What we say is against the theory of 
socialism in one country. And that is 
quite true. For it is this same theory 
that prevents our Communist Interna- 
tional from utilizing the tremendous op- 



Left Opposition, says that portunitles offered by the present situa- 
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the Soviet ! nion i3 not immune from the 

convulsions of the world crisis! 

"What is the class meaning of the 
above statement?", soliloquizes our Don. 
"To earry out the main aim of our class 
enemies, the armed intervention against 
the Soviet Union!" Nothing less. Isn't 
it clear? Clear as mvA. 

As a contribution to "political decis- 
iveness and clarity in our anti-war ac- 
tivities", these profound words probably 
have no equal. Every worker will grasp 



tion for revolutionary action. It is this 
same theory which acts as a paralytic 
stroke on the entire Communist move- 
ment, in the face of impending social 
convulsions in Germany and the Far 
Bast. It was the theory of socialism In 
one country that was responsible for the 
opportunist Anglo-Russian Committee and 
the subsequent, betrayal of the British 
General Strike in 1926 ,and that Is some- 
thing very hard to forget. 

And it is this same theory which makes 
Stalin and all his little Dons so violently 



have been declared, for example, *>ne or 
two days after the successes of Arnedo 
had aroused to action, the entire prole- 
taiiat. 

(3) The National Confederation of 
Labor did not assign concrete tasks to 
the movement. This disorientated it 
and was the principal cause of the fail- 
ure, as was made evident by the strike 
in Barcelona. 

(4> It was a manifest mistake to de- 
clare the strike on a Saturday. On such 
a day, failure is assured in advance. 

(5) If In Barcelona, the strike had 
started Friday morning, when the move- 
ment unfolded in Cardoner and Llobre- 
gat had not yet been put down, and 
limited to 24 hours, the proletariat of 
Barcelona would undoubtedly have dis- 
played a" unanimous manifestation of 
solidarity. The situation did not permit 
it to go further and the results obtained 
would have been undeniably far greater. 

(6) The official party again covered 
itself, with ridicule, calling for a strike 
anew, on the 25th, when the C. N. T. 
(National Conjederation of Labor) had 
already decided to go back to work. With 
this, they once more compromised the 
prestige of Communism before the mass- 
es of the workers and merely proved 
Ihat the only aim of its leaders is to 

. remain in the jrcod graces of the Com- 
intern In cHncravy, not even shrinking 
hack from v.timug all the immense pos- 
sibilities that the Spanish situation of- 
fers to the development of Communism. 

(7) Finally, there was demonstrated 
the abominable influence exercised in the 
C. N. T. by the elements that go under 
the classification of the "group of thirty" 
(I'estauia, etc.) who, by opposing the 
declaration of the strike in Catalonia at 
the Regional Conference on Thursday, 
called forth a counter-attack by the local 
Federation of -Barcelona, led by the F. 
I. A. (anarchist) elements, who decided 
to join the movement when the circum- 
stances had already become unfavorable. 

Nevertheless, the movement also had 
its positive features. 

(1) For the first time, in the course 
of the revolutionary period, the prole- 
tariat had entered a vast movement of 
a distinct class character. And this is 
of enormous importance. 

(2) The working masses showed 
clearly that they had almost freed them- 
selves from democratic illusions, still 
strong in the September strikes, which 
makes the conviction ever more deeply 
inrooted that only the proletarian insur- 
rection can solve the revolutionary crisis 
that the country Is facing. 

(3) In spite of the incapable leader- 
ship and organization of the Anarchists, 
the workers of Cardoner and Llobregat 
fought with admirable solidarity and dis- 
cipline and withdrew in perfect strategic 
order and with a minimum of losses, 
when they were convinces that move- 
ment was defeated. 

(4) The most important fact to be 
recorded In the uprising of Cardoner and 
Llobregat is its distinct political char- 
acter. The workers had seized the city 
halls and had hoisted the banner of the 
proletarian revolution on top of the 
buildings themselves. That is to say, 
they had seized political power for them- 
selves. In some places, the ■ anarchist 
elements had proclaimed openly that 
their aim was the establishment of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat. This is 
a big step forward that the Communists 
tan point to with pride. 

The general conclusions to be drawn 
from this hasty review, are the follow- 
ing: 



Sr^nJE^S va^arH the of SSe has been wracked violently by 
countSrStLary bourge'iosic (Stal- the reparations problem, by the tariff 
in) "_are the war-mongers lo be feared 
by the whole proletariat. 

AnK how does 'Trotskyism"— "dissi- 
pate and disarm the revolutionary 



forces"? Simple. By pointing out the 
Thermidorian danger involved in the 
theory of socialism in one country— while 
Stalin and Molotov find a place for Gro- 
man and Ossachi and Ramsin in the eco- 
nomic councils of the Soviet State. By 
pointing concretely io the danger facing 
the Soviet Union in the event of a Fasc- 
ist overthrow In Germany— while the 
Stalinist press chokes itself on unintel- 
ligible and confused abstractions, and 
doesn't mention the German situation by 
as much as one word. By analyzing the 
factors making for revolutionary solu- 
tions to the critical situation in the Far 
Eas t— while the Stalinists lull the mass- 
es with the legend of a still to be 
achieved Soviet China. 

But, enough of this. Does Don think 
he is fooling anybody but himself, when 
he takes quotations from The Militant 
out of their context, when he picks on 
half-sentences and isolated phrases? Is 
it not a sign of the weakness of his own 
political position that he finds himself 
incapable of coping with the complete 
idea of an opponent? Why should he 
avoid explaining the lines accompanying 



conflicts ever since the war. For the 
past two years especially, has this pro- 
blem been in the forefront of contin- 
ental polities. The capitalist powers have 
shown themselves Incapable of coping 
with the problem, the American strangle- 
hold on European economy has been 
tightened, the only result of the efforts 
of the bourgeois powers has been an ad- 
vance in the preparations for a common 
attack against the Soviet Union. But, 
nevertheless, if we believe the Dons and 
their master, the slogan for a Soviet 
United States of Europe Is counter-rev- 
olutionary. Why? Because "the Union 
of the Socialist Soviet Republics . . . 
is the central problem of world politics 
today", is the very enlightening answer 
of the Stalinist scrivener. Why?— Be- 
cause the disorientated Stalinist appar- 
atus, smitten with the dreadful disease 
of national socialism, fears a social up- 
heaval in Western Europe, lest it should 
infringe on the Five Year Flan In Rus- 
sia. But let them beware! Treachery 
to the cause of the world revolution can 
only be paid for by an inevitable failure 
Of the Five Year Plan and socialist con- 
struction in Soviet Ri" '-Z. v '.v-'-'.i can be 
guaranteed by an extension of the pro- 
letarian world revolution alone. 
Finally, this despicable scribbler. 



Kai-Shek in the crushing of the Chinese 
proletariat in 1925-27 by the infamous 
"bloc of the four classes", while Trotsky 
was being shouted down as an ultra- 
Leftist for demanding the creation of 
Soviets, dares accuse the closest comrade 
of Lenin, of- being "against a Soviet 
China". Cheap slanders cost these peo- 
ple nothing. For concrete analysis, they 
can very easily substitute a quotation 
from Stalin; for Communist arguments, 
they can easily sustitute a few of the 
"great master's" pet epithets. Just why 
Trotsky's slogan of a Constituent Assem- 
bly—issued as an immediate demand for 
the purpose of once more rallying the 
(Continued on page 3) 



(1) Everything permits ns to ascer- 
tain that the working class will unwav- 
eringly support a revolutionary move- 
ment whose aims are clear and precise. 
We must intensify our Communist pro- 
paganda with all our means, making it 
clear for the working class that only 
the establishment of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat will enable them to 
achieve emancipation. 

(2) This fight will not remain a lost 
light. But the working class would oc- 
cupy stronger positions if It were to 
take addvnutage of the .movement tor 
the creation of Soviets and revolution- 
ary Juntas. Even though temporarily 
dispersed by the authorities, this first 
experience will not remain in vain and 
the irrepressible organs of struggle will 
arise again in the new and inevitable 
conflicts that the immediate future will 
produce. To this tight, the Communist 
party and the Worker's and Peasant's 
Bloc should have dedicated itself: this 
struggle the Communist Left Opposition 
would have conducted itself were it not 
for the fact that in numbers it is as 
yet a small force in Catalonia- 

(3) We have repeatedly contended 
that there are sincere revolutionary ele- 
ments in the F. A. I. (Iberian Anarchist 
Fed.) whose driving force remained ster- 
ile because of the inconsistency of their 
doctrines. But in the last events there 
has been initiated, although confused 
and timid, an evolution toward our point 
of view. It Is necessary to give this 
evolution an impulse, intensifying the 
propaganda of our principles and mak- 
ing an attempt at practical approach to 
the F. A. I. for immediate action,' which 
however does not mean that' we give up 
our freedom of criticism. 

(4) The reactionary bourgeois forces 
are organizing themselves. The recent 
events have provoked a panic among the 
bourgeoisie who had seen in this chaotio, 
disconnected, disorientated moevment the 
possibility of avietory. In order to 'op- 
pose the danger that menaces It, It will 
hasten the organization of counter rev- 
olutionary forces to annihilate the flower 
of the proletariat by Installing a Fascist 
dictatorship. In order to avoid it, an 
immediate united front of the working 
class becomes imperative without dis- 
tinction of tendencies for the organiza- 
tion of an armed defense. It is a mat- 
ter of life and death. 

(5) The elements constituting the 
"group of 30" and the leaders of the 
U. G. T. (the Reformist Center), not- 
withstanding the fact that there are dis- 
tinct differences between them, constitute 
today a check against the development 
of the revolutionary movement. To eli- 
minate them from the leadership of the 
workers organizations is an indispensi- 
ble condition for victory. 

(6) Never before has it become so 
evident as now that a powerful Commun- 
ist party a truly revolutionary party of 
the masses capable of fusing and leading 
the revolutionary attack of the prole- 
tariat is what is needed. But this party 
Is not to be an organization like the pre- 
sent official party, dominated by the most 
unbridled adventurism and the most 
scandalous irresponsibility before the 
masses, nor like the B. O. C. the" work- 
ers' and peasants' bloc) an organization 
of "sympathizers" and not an instrument 
of struggle, but genuine Bolshevik party 
that can only issue out of a general 
congress of unification and deserve the 
confidence of the masses. 

These are, in the main, the principle 
considerations that we gather from the 
latest events.. Due to its small numer- 
ical force in Catalona, the Left was not 
able to play a decisive role nor exercise 
a great influence in this movement, but 
its members participated in every possi- 
ble way, and some of them have fallen 
at the hand of the enemy. Now taking 
advantage of the lessons that the move- 
ment offers it, will continue with in- 
transigeant tenacity its work of renovat- 
ing the Communist movement, dedicating 
all Its forces to give to the Spanish pro- 
letariat the arm that it absolutely needs, 
the powerful Communist weapon that 
will lead it to victory. 

The Left Communist 
Opposition of Catalonia 
Barcelona, Jan. 26, 1932. 
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Proletarian Party Opposition 

Some Fundamental Problems of Its Future Course Discussed 



Tlie opposition Communists who were 
expelled from the Proletarian Party are 
now facing the important Issue of the 
next step to be taken- This the group 
proposes to approach through a nation 
al conference proceeded by a discussion. 
That method is, of course, quite as It 
should be. If, in addition, the group 
centers its discussion on the questions 
which for its particular position become 
tjhe most essential, it should be able 
to further accelerate its development in 
a progressive direction. 

So far this Is already Indicated 
in various views expresed by some of 
these comrades. There have for exam- 
ple, been recorded, views in favor of 
the organization of a new party. In our 
opinion, the building of » new party 
could not at all be considered a problem 
facing this group. Moreover, it would be 
entirely incorrect to set such an objec- 
tive. For Communists, 1b respect to this 
question, the problem is not the building 
of a new party, but the one of building 
a single party which will embrace all 
Communists and which will be capable 
of taking up its serious tasks. A sec- 
ond question which already occupied a 
prominent position from the inception of 
this group was the one of its further 
attitude to the Proletarian Party. In 
this respect it is true the group has a 
certain duty to perform; primarily to 
win the rest of the membership for pro- 
gressive development. As a third ques- 
tion arose the problem of approach t» 
the working masses which are now mani- 
festing signs of awakening because of 
the effects of the crisis. It assumed an 
added importance by virtue of the en- 
deavors of this group to get away from 
the Proletarian Party sectarianism and 
its insistence upon a struggle for Imme- 
diate demands. 

For a Communist organization this Is 
always a problem and particularly so 
today. It Is to be taken for granted, 
so to speak. On March 11, 1889, in the 
period of formation of the Second Inter, 
national, Bngels wrote in a letter to 
Sorge: "The workers will follow those 
that know what they want and how to 
get it". That, of course, for a Com- 
munist group, presupposes first of all 
that It defines its principle position and 
strategical objectives. And so it becomes 
necessary to conclude that the .main is- 
sue Just now confronting the Proletarian 
Party Opposition is the one of defining 
its principle position, that is, its orien- 
tation toward the existing currents in 
the Communist movement. 

Some Serious Progress Already Hade 

The emergence of the Proletarian 
Party Opposition we have already char- 
acterized as a genuinely progressive 
step. It arose out of a struggle against 
the sectarian Bterlllty of the P. P. It 
demanded revolutionary activity first by 
Insisting upon an attitude toward and 
a formulaton of immediate demands. 
Concretely, in the unemployment situa- 
tion, it proposed a struggle for mea- 
sures of relief. It demanded a Left wing 
policy for trade onion work not to ex- 
clude co-operation with the C. P- In cer- 
tain practical tasks. Particularly In re- 
gard to the Communist International— 
and that Is Important — did this opposi- 
tion, group denote its progressire direc- 
tion as distinct from the P. P. It recog- 
nized the necessity of functioning In rev- 
olutionary activities with the world Com- 
munist movement, simultaneously with 
criticism of and" a fight against the op- 
portunism of its leadership. 

In this respect, the background and 
origin of this opposition group assumes 
considerable significance. The P. P., 
from which it came, proclaimed itself 
Communist. As such It should have re- 
cognized that there can be only one Com- 
munist party. It gave complete endor- 
sement to the C. 1. and found no fault 
with the Stalin leadership, but refused 
to give the slightest recognition to, or 
have anything but condemnation for the 
Antericaa apptlon Its endorsement of 
the C. I. policies and leadership should 
have mode obligatory upon .it to unite 
with the official O. P. on the conditions 
laid down by the C. I. But despite its 
endorsement, it remained a second party 
outside the Comintern. It sought to re- 
place the official C. P. In reality this 
became the sharpest reflection of its sec- 
tarian sterility and Its narrow national- 
ist position. The remnants of the Prole- 
tarian Party may still endeavor to seek 
comfort for this position In the national 
socialism of Stalin; in the theory of soc- 
ialism in one country ■ ,but this, Instead 
of helping In the leaBt, merely emphas- 
izes Its contradiction. 

Can this group of Communist opposi- 
tion comrades now conceive of emulat- 
ing the P. P., from which it broke away, 
by proposing to also become a second 
party — by building a new party? If so, 
it can only become doomed to the same 
tfoutradictlons it endeavored to extric- 
ate Itself from. It can only remain sec- 
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tarlan, separated and isolated from the 
revolutionary working class' section. Bvl 
dently some of the members of this group 
have hopes of making the Workers 
League, organized by them, a basis for 
a new party. But what Is a pure and 
simple unemployment organization. Its 
proposed program envisages a struggle 
for unemployment relief to be secured 
exclusively by levy on capital and large 
incomes, with the elimination of the pre- 
sent charity character, administration of 
the funds to include representatives of 
the labor movement and co-operating in 
Its attainment wjth working class organ- 
izations on the basis of the united front 
This as a foundation or a part make-up 
for a new party could at best only be- 
come a reformist one, despite the tact 
that many good militants may be found 
within its ranks. The Workers' League 
should be properly conceived as a part 
of a general united front unemployment 
movement and as a bridge to the mass- 
es. 

Will This Group Continue In A 
Progressive Direction? 

But let us again return to the vital 
issue of orientation. ■ That there are 
three distinct currents within the Com- 
munist movement today these comrades 
know and acknowledge. The currents 
have their organized form 'in factions. 
Can their group remain ideologically In- 
dependent or neutral of these currents 
and still remain Communist? Obviously 
this is quite impossible. For the Stal- 
inists, the problem appears to be very 
simple— ijust denounce and calumniate 
the others without any argumentation or 
endeavor to prove one or the other 
wrong. Bat these comrades are not 
mere Stalin puppets. At least this is 
the very method to which they have 
taken exception. Hence, there can be 
only one conclusion. They must define 
their attitude. They must orientate to- 
ward one or the other current. Finally 
they must become organically a part of 
the current whose position they adopt. 

Some of these comrades may want to 
follow the method 'of the little P. P. bur- 
eaucrats of merely brushing this issue 
aside, of not adopting any position, or 
of maintaining a double position, at any 
rate fur the time being. We hear some 
of them say : These are international is- 
sues, or even : These are only Russian 
issues, we will come to them later, first 
we must build right here. But the all 
decisive question is — to build what? 

It the issue of the currents in the Com 
muulst movement is only a Russian one 
of what enormous importance would It 
still be with the U. S. S. R. occupying 
the position of the only proletarian dic- 
tatorship? We grant it is essentially an 
iuiernatlonal Issue but as such it affects 
the very root and foundation of the 
movement no matter in which country 
the specific problems arise. It Is fully 
and completely interwoven in' every ma- 
jor question of principle, policy, strate- 
gical objective and tactic of the move- 
ment here. It becomes part of every 
revolutionary problem here. It deter- 
mines the building of the revolutionary 
cadres. 

There can be no doubt that the first 
and most essential question for the Pro- 
letarian Party Opposition to decide Is 
the one of its orientation toward the ex- 
isting currents within Communism. Ideo- 
logically the group Is not so far a homo- 
geneous one and could hardly be when 
we recall its compromised background. 
There is no advance guarantee that it 
oan determine its orientation unitedly 
and without splitting into various tend- 
encies. But it has a revolutionary duty 
to put this issue at the very top of its 
pre-conference discussion agenda. 

— ARNE SWABECK. 



The Anti-Trotsky Campaign 

(Continued from page 3) 
Chinese masses after their crushing de- 
feat by the Kuo Min Tang (with the 
direct aid of Stalin-Borodln-Martynov) 
— Is a "counter-revolutionary thesis", 
our Don does not bother to explain at 
alt Nor does he as much as utter a 
word of explanation as to why the Chi- 
nese proletariat, up in arms against the 
imperialists in 1926, is not to- be found 
leading the struggle against the Japanese 
plunderers. It is much more comfort- 
able and a great deal less embarasslng 
to resort to the legend of a "Chinese 
Soviet Republic" and to exaggerate the 
strength of the "Chinese Red Army". 

These slimy and excitedly incoherent 
attacks against "Trotskyism" are part 
of a renewed and wide-spread campaign 
by the Stalinist faction against an evil 
they have a thousand times over again 
declared dead and buried. It Is Stalin's 
treacherous answer to our question re- 
garding his attitude towards the White 
Guard murder plots against the organiz 
er of the Red Army. It Is Stalin's man- 
ner of encountering the mounting current 
of sympathy for the ideas of the Left 
Opposition everywhere, and especially la 
the Soviet Union. But he will not suc- 
ceed. All the tens of thousands and even 
millions of posters "Against Trotskyism — 
the vanguard of the counter-revolution- 
ary bourgeoisie" will not stem the tide 
of rising revolutionary conviction in the 
Soviet factories. Oreat social develop- 
ments, tremendous opportunities for Com- 
munist action are unfolding before the 
International proletariat, "Trotskyism" 
— >Lenlnlst Bolshevism will live and come 
into Its own once more, despite the de- 
sperate and helpless efforts of the Stal- 
inist revisionists. The new wave of the 
world revolution will sweep away the 
Statins and all the dungheaps of Dons 
abd Browders with them. — S. G. I 



-Pioneer Publishers Notes- 

WHITHER ' ENGLAND 

Many of the younger elements In the 
Communist and general labor movement 
have not had an opportunity to read one 
of Trotsky's earlier works— "Whither 
England"*, as it was recalled from cir- 
culation by the International Publishers 
when they discovered (by order), that 
Trotsky was a "renegade". We are now 
able to get about 300 copies of this book 
from England. ( We will be able to get 
it out with a paper cover for fifty or 
seventy-five cents, ir you are interested, 
write us. 



PAMPHLET ON GERMANY 

If you have not. yet bought your copy 
of the pamphlet "Germany, tbe Key to 
the International Situation— Shall Fasc- 
ism Really Be Victorious?", be sure to 

get it befote it is out of print, as It Is 
selling very fast. In this pamphlet, 
Trotsky deals with the political situa- 
tion in France, England, the Far EaBt 
the U. S., Germany, and the possibility 
of a Fascist coup d'Etat there. In his 
usual keen and poignant manner. Trot 
sky analyzes the international political 
situation in this pamphlet, draws his 
conclusions and makes concrete propos- 
als of policy to be followed. 
BOUND VOLUME OF PAMPHLETS 
In the very near future, we are plan- 
ning to bind 100 copies of all the pam- 
phlets issued pais far in one volume. 
Watch for further announcements of 
prices and other news. If you are in- 
terested, let us know at once, as we will 
only be able to supply 100 orders. Some 
of our pamphlets are already out of 
print, but they will be included in this 
volume. We have set aside 100 of each 
for this purpose., 



HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION 

The History of tbe Russian Revolu- 
tion by L. D. Trotsky, published by 
Simon and Schuster, is now available 
through us. Members of the Communist 
League of America can secure it at 
$3.50. Certificate holders of the Pion- 
eer Publishers can have It for $3.00. 
Send your orders and checks at once. 
Add 10c for postage. 

A NEW BOOK ON CHINA 

By March 15th we expect to have Trot- 
sky's manuscript on Ohtna ready for the 
press. It will be a 385 page book deal- 
ing with all phases of the Chinese Rev- 
olution and the role of the Communists. 
The book will sell for $1.00 paper cover 
and $2.00 cloth cover. Certificate hold- 
ers will be entited to a discount of 1-3 
Just as on all our publications. 



A Letter from a Militant 

Bear Comrade : 

I hope this w t ill reach you all right. 
I received your letter and receipt for 
Tbe Militant subscription. I had to bor- 
row the dollar in order to make it. I 
have not had a Job for wages except 
about 'one month. Since you saw me 
last. I stayed around Fargo a number 
or months but it was hopeless trying 
to get work at any kind of wages, even 
the farmers are not hiring help any 
more. 

I am certainly sorry that 1 am so 
helpless to do anything for the cause in 
the way of an occasional donation. 
cannot even afford to get Trotsky's pam- 
phlets. Up to now have kept the Dally 
Worker, but now must give It up too as 
I have no Income at all. Anyway, it 
seems to be continually deteriorating in 
quality. I am taking the Western Work- 
er on triaL I take the keenest interest 
in all that is going on in the movement 
everywhere and especially our own Op- 
position. I believe the Opposition has 
made gratifying progress in the last year 
— -really I wonder how you manage lo 
do so much in this period. For a time 
I wrote up conditions around Fargo ( for 
the Daily Worker got bundles and 
smuggled them to the packing house 
workers. I wish I could describe the 
atmosphere of repression of fear, of the 
helplessness that grips the workers of 
Armour's plant there in West Fargo. 

What I miss more than I can tell you 
is my organizational activities that I 
took part in, in Chicago. It seems Hie 
the best part of my life is missing. The 
way tilings look now I am not at all 
prepared to agree with those comrades 
who hold that this crisis is Just another 
periodic capitalist depression. I believe 
it is entirely possible for the present 
depression to develop into social revolu- 
tion and in that judgment I do not for- 
get for one moment the backwardness of 
our workers in general. But as Hie 
Militant never tires of putting it, "Where 
is our Party to lead us if such a situa- 
tion arises?" 

— W. S. 
Wauburn, Minn. 



«Pravda» on the Second 5 Year PI 

A National Socialist Utopia or the Leninist Conception of Socialist Economy? 
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Paris Commune Celebration 

A celebration of the Paris Commune 
is to be held by the New York branch 
of the Communist League of America 
(Opposition) on Saturday evening, 
March 19th at Irving Plaea, Irving PI., 
and 15th St. It will be a mass meeting 
and entertainment. 

An elaborate social program has been 
arranged which includes a chorus of 
about sixty singers from a Hungarian 
workers' singing society, and a series 
of revolutionary dances given by a 
group of our own comrades. It will alBO 
include dancing and ref re Amenta. 

HoM the date, Saturday evening, March 
1Mb, open. Watch the Militant for fur- 
ther announcements. 



The convulsions of the world crisis are 
tearing wide gaps In the edifice of Inter- 
national capitalism. A seismograph re- 
cording the economic and political erup- 
tions of bourgeois society at the present 
moment would show Jagged, spasmodic 
lines for every country like the fever 
line of a dying man whose blood runs 
hot ai«d cold in turn. Everywhere the 
masters of a great tomorrow are awaken- 
ing, becoming more rebellious, moving at 
various speeds^ "owards the insurrection 
which is to destroy* an outlived social 
structure. Revolutionary problems of the 
greatest magnitude confront the class 
conscious vanguard everywhere, Spain, 
Germany, China— here are only three of 
the countries Which are reaching the 
boiling point. In all three — to mention 
no others — the Communist movement 
bends beneath the tremendously urgent 
historical tasks it is called upon to 
solve because no other movement is cap- 
able of everf dealing with them, mueh 
less solving them. 

More than ever is tbe Communist 
movement In Bore need of guidance, of 
wise advice, of the lessons and experi- 
ences of the past. They are Justified in 
looking for this guidance and advice to 
the country In which the theory and 
practise of the proletarian revolution 
were successfully tested in action, that 
is, to the Soviet Union and its Commun- 
ist party. 

The Disregard for the International 

And here lies the great tragedy. The 
leaders of the Soviet Union party not 
only fail to give them this advice but 
they do not even concern themselves with 
the burning problems of the rest of the 
International working Class. In 1023, the 
Central Committee of the Russian party, 
keenly preoccupied with the impending 
revolutionary clashes in Germany, called 
together a special conference on the 
question, together witjh representatives 
of the largest local organizations. It 
adopted theses on the problems of the 
German revolution, mobilized the whole 
party, and through Its representatives 
in the Executive Committee of the Com- 
intern, organized an international con 
ference. In 1832, with the tension of the 
class struggle far more compelling than 
it was nine years ago, the Russian party 
acts in a totally different manner. The 
cannon-roar in Shanghai may be the 
first thunderclaps of a world catastrophe 
of imperialism, Fascism and Communism 
may be coming to death-grips in Ger- 
many, the lava of the social revolution 
may soon inundate the Spanish bourge- 
oisie — but all this appears to be happen- 
ing on a different planet so far as tht 
present leaders of the Russian Commun- 
ist Party are concerned. 

That Is the only conclusion one can 
come to after the accomplish menets re- 
corded by the just concluded 17th party 
conference in Mosow. Outside of agita- 
tional references to the contrast between 
the advances of industrialization and 
collectivization in the Soviet Union and 
the increasing misery of the workers un- 
der the world capitalist crisis, we do not 
know of a single problem of the inter- 
national revolutionary movement that 
was given an hour of serious considera- 
tion at the congress. Not a single move- 
ment has yet emerged from tills assem- 
bly of what was once Lenin's Bolshevik 
party, dealing with the tasks of the Com- 
munists in the capitalist countries. 

To compare the proceedings of the pre- 
sent congress with one held under Len- 
in's leadership' is to see at a glance how 
ruthlessly the party chiefs of today have 
chopped down one prop after another 
from under the bridge which, despite the 
assiduous efforts 'of the Stalinists, still 
traditionally connects the natlonallBtlcal- 
ly degenerated apparatus of 1932 with 
the party of revolutionary International- 
ism which Lenin trained up for two de- 
cades. No more murderous indictment 
of a leadership speaking in the name of 
Marxism can be conceived of today than 
this: the waves of the international rev- 
olution beat upon the closed doors of 
the 17th congress of the Russian party 
without the bureaucratic congress man- 
agers allowing a single one of the hand- 
picked delegates to as much as get his 
feet wet. 

The conscientious Communist worker 
to whom Internationalism, is something 
more real than a badge to be worn on 
holidays, will not only feel humiliated 
and mortified 'at his state of affairs in 
the ranks of the leaders he is Instructed 
to obey blindly as "infallible chiefs", but 
will reflect upon the basic cauess that 
make It possible, or rather, that make 
it logical and inevitable. 

The Second Five Hear Plan 

If the congress had nothing — absolute- 
yl nothing— to say about the problems of 
the international revolution, it had 
more than enough to say about the 
problems of the Soviet power. And on 
this point we witness the canonization 
In a veritable nationalistic orgy of -the 
theory or "sooalism In one country 1 
which, we' are now taught, is to spring 
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forth full-panoplied, like Minerva from 
the brow of Jove, at the end of the sec- 
ond Five Year Plan adopted at the con- 
gress. Whereas, according to the apos^ 
toltc revelations of the time, the first 
Five Year Plan, which was to be com- 
pleted in three, would merely end with 
the Soviet Union having "caught up with 
and outstripped" the most advanced cap- 
italist countries, Pravda now informs us 
(Daily Worfew, 2-23-1832) that, accord- 
ing to the report of the incomparable 
Molotov : 

'*The basic poltlcai task of the second 
Five Year Plan Is the final liquidation 
of capitalist elements and of classes in 
general, the complete extermination of 
causes which tend to create class dis- 
tinctions and exploitation, and the con- 
quest of the remnants of capitalism in 
the economy and In the consciousness of 
the people; the transformation of the 
whole toiling population of the country 
into conscious and actfve building of a 
classless socialist society." 

What is to happen in the rest of the 
world while this stupendous project is 
beiag accomplished, in the brief span of 
five years (or will it be four? or three?), 
its authors do not inform us, nor are 
they ocncerned. For whoever seriously 
believes that Russia will become a class- 
less, socialist society, in which "the final 
lisuidatlon of capitalist elements and of 
classes in general" has been achieved, 
—that it will do this before the workers 
in a culturally (technico-Industrlally) 
more advanced country have taken powef 
and come to Russia's aid, has definitely 
turned his back upon the prospect and 
idea of the International proletarian 
revolution. Such an oleomargarine "Marx- 
ist" has an infinitely more optimistic 
view of the possibilities for capitalist 
world stabilization than is entertained by 
the average bourgeois statesman of ma- 
ture intelligence. UeBplte all his fine 
holiday pretenses, he believes in his 
heart that the "foreign Communist 
parties would die without our wasted 
subsidies". He Is convinced deep down 
that these parties and their leaders, 
whom he regards with scarcely concealed 
disdain and contempt, will never seize 
power in this generation, at least; and. 
if that is the case, what is to be gained 
by this itnerminable din and agitation 
about a "world revolution", especially 
when it antagonizes the foreign bourge- 
oisie who must, above everything else, 
be prevented from intervening with 
troops to disrupt the bureaucratic Eden 
of a national socialism? Legion is the 
name of those decadent Stalinist bur- 
eaucrats whose conduct Is animated by 
these ideas. 

But despicable as their attitude Is to- 
wards the international problems, the 
bureaucrats' have an equally reactionary 
and far more Utopian standpoint towards 
the problems of Soviet economy. Here 
an objective consideration of its complex 
structure is replaced by administrative 
commands to race at top speed for new 
records which are not always as un- 
blemished as they appear. In many, 
perhaps in the majority of the cases, the 
"records" are achieved at the expense 
either of a dangerous tensile strain on 
the physique and nerves of the workers 
or else of a marked inferiority in the 
quality of the product turned out, Fre- 
quently it is both. For a short period 
and under the pressure of a partial aim. 
such strains are conceivable. But ■ to 
imagine that the workers can or will 
bear up under the concert pitch to which 
they have been tuned for the whole 
historical period that separates us from 
socialism in Russia, Is to reveal a mad 
Ignorance which threatens the existence 
of the workers' republic more than do 
a thousand deliberate sabotagers. 
What Socialism Means 

This should be an obvious truth, un- 
less one is a blind official whose idea 
of what constitutes socialism is differ- 
ent from everything we have learned 
from the teachers of our movement. To 
those for whom Marx. Engels and Lenin 
are not "outlived", socialism is not a 
social system In which everybody has 
been levelled down to a common low 
plane of a Bocalled '-equality", but a 
society in which the classes have really 
been abolished. In which the. distinction 
between "town" and "country?' has been 
eliminated, in which agriculture no long- 
er exists as an economic entity but has 
become an Industry, in which such a 
rise has been accomplished in produc- 
tion that there can no longe rbe any 
comparison between the living conditions 
of the workers (I. e.. of the whole popu- 
lation) under the new society and un- 
der the most highly developed capitalist 
state, and above all. In which the state 
power and coercion are beginning to die 
out and to be replaced by the adminis- 
tration of things. 

But this assumes such a tremendous 
rise in the productivity of labor and the 
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national wealth based upon a highly de 
veloped machine technique — all of which 
must, moreover, keep pace with the con- 
comitant absolute and relative growth 
of population— as has only begun in the 
Soviet Union and which cannot be 
brought to a successful conclusion on 
the basts of the efforts of Russia's eco- 
nomy alone. Pravda informs us that 
"the proletariat of the U. S. S. R. is 
in possession of absolutely ail the possi- 
bilities, all the power, all the means and 
all the resources for the victorious ful- 
fillment of this gigantic plan of construc- 
tion of a socialist society in that per- 
iod," that is, in another five years. But. 
bearing in mind the classic definition of 
socialism, such a contention is not only 
root false, but is based upon a reaction- 
ary outlook, in the strictest sense of 
the word, particularly for the following 
reason : 

Socialism and World Economy 

Socialism is a form of socio-economic 
relations that must rest upon a far 
higher plane than that occupied by the 
most developed capitalist unit, it is aa ad . 
vance from capitalism and In no respect 
a retreat to pre-capitalist relations. Now, 
not a single one of the important cap- 
italist powers has developed its produc- 
tive forces on a strictly national scale. 
The growth of capitalism in its classic 
cradle, England, was based essentially 
upon its world connections, that is. its 
ever closer interweaving with world 
commerce, world economy. The low 
point of capitalist strength in the United 
States — -which has more Internal re- 
sources tnan almost any other country 
— was nevertheless the period of its 
"isolation" from the rest of the world. 
Like every other country, it became the 
economic and political colossus It is to- 
day by its Increasingly inextricable as- 
sociation with world economy. Indeed, 
the crisis rendering world capitalism to- 
day supervened, essentially, because the 
bonds that tie it all into the waters of 
international economy in which the most 
backward country is as much a neces- 
sary component part as the weaker, were 
cut at vital points by the contradictions 
inherent in commodity production itself. 

Socialism, or even tbe transitional 
economy which prevails in Russia on the 
road to socialism, cannot be based upon 
an increasing withdrawal from world 
economy, but must be predicated upon 
an extended participation in it. That 
is why the second Five Year Plan, with 
Its consecrated nationalist Ideal is con- 
ceived In a reactionary Utopian spirit. 
not by accident, but as an inexorable re- 
sult of the — by your leave ! — "theory" 
of socialism in one country. For It is 
based upon the fantastic idea of a com- 
plete withdrawal from what Lenin chari 
aoterized as that "international market 
to which we are ubordlnated, with which 
. we are connected and from which we 
cannot escape". (To refer to but one 
example: a striking rise in the crops, 
exceeding domestic needs would soon 
show In a glaring light how subordinated 
the U. S. S. R. is to the world market.) 

Jt is, of course, impossible to deal 
in a short article with all the problems 
raised by the second Five Year Plan, 
most of which have already been anal- 
yzed in anticipation in the works of -com- 
rade Trotsky. It will suffice for the 
moment to point out that the plan and 
the whole environment surrounding its 
elaboration, once more reveal, pernaps 
more harshly than ever before, the cat- 
astrophic practical results of the nation- 
alist theory of Stalin and the abyss ne 
has placed between himself and the rev- 
olutionary internationalist essence of 
Bolshevism. It is. easy to imagine In 
advance — It would even be easy to write 
them for the paid scribblers! — the ans- 
wers that will be made to our arguments, 
the accusations of "pessimism" and 
"counter-revolution" that will be flung 
at us because the Left Opposition which 
fought for years for plan in economy, 
for industrialization and collectivization, 
which was expelled while trying to con- 
vince the bureaucracy of the progress 
that Russia could make in socialist con- 
struction with a correct policy — -never- 
theless refuses to be a party to duping 
the working class with fatal illusions or 
drugging them with theoretical opium. 
These accusations about "pessimism" we 
can answer in advance, with finality, by 
the words of Lenin which are as applic- 
able in every essential today as they 
were when written in 1922: 

"We have not even finished the founda- 
tion for a socialist economy, this can 
again- be taken from us by the hostile 
forces of dying capitalism. This must 
be clearly recognized and openly admit- 
ted, for nothing is more dangerous than 
illusions (and attacks of dizziness on 
high places). And in this recognition 
of the bitter truth there is nothing 'ter- 
rible', nothing that gives any Just cause 
for even the slightest despair, beacuse 
we have always defended that element- 
ary Marxian truth, we have constantly 
repeated: that for the victory of soc- 
ialism the Joint efforts of the workers 
of several advanced countries are nec- 
essary". (Works, Vol. XX, part 2, page 
487.) 

—MAX SHACHTMAN. 
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The Dress Strike Settlement 

Some Lessons the Left Wins Must Draw from It 



The New York dressmakers' strike 
came to an end with the workers re- 
turning to practically the same condi- 
tions as before— that is, to tthe sweat- 
shop. This was not because of the lack 
of a fighting spirit on their part. On 
the contrary. At a time of general work- 
ing class acceptance of wage cuts with- 
out resistance, these dressmakers set a 
glorious example by walking out and 
bringing a considerable number oC work- 
ers along from the unorganized shops. 
Their ranks were solid. But their of- 
ficials of the dominant union, the Inter- 
national Ladles Garment Workers, were 
primarily concerned about not Inconveni- 
encing the jobbers and manufacturers. 
They themselves proved to the hilt our 
often repeated warning, not only to watch 
their declarations bat also to watch their 
Angers signing new agreements. Yet it 
must be said : Above all, this strike de- 
monstrated the disastrous weakness of 
a situation where workers are divided 
in struggle. 

Inevitably this situates is reflected in 
the stttlements made by both unions. 
The I. L. G. W., for example, agreed 
with the jobbers and inside manufactur- 
ers upon certain measures of when and 
how to fix prices of piece work, but 
without any guarantee of the demanded 
minimum price amounting to $1.10 per 
hour. The employers' demand for a ID 
per cent reorganization right was re- 
jected, but still leaving provisions ati 
their command for reduction of the 
working force at the end of the season. 
A certain form of union recognition is 
granted, but It amounts in this case to 
facilitate the ironing out of conflicts be- 
tween the various strata of bosses. The 
jobbers association has agreed to confine 
their work to members of the contract- 
ors association. The union obtains the 
right to protest any working in the 
shops over and above the five day week, 
but even that is left for final decision 
of the impartial chairman. On a whole, 
no practical change from conditions be- 
fore the past agreement expired, but 
leaving plenty of loopholes for further 
connivance between the employers and 
their union agents. 

Did Ithe Left wing forces In th* dndu'- 
strlal union fare better 'n regard to ac- 
tual strike gains? In this situation that 
could hardly be expected. As a matter 
of fact it had to rest content with agree- 
ment obtained one by one in Individual 
shops, generally speaking also on prac- 
tically the same conditions as prevailed 
prior to the strike. 

The Serious Weakness of Two 
Separate Strikes 
Such is the balance sheet of another 
setitled conflict in which the workers, 
again forming the battling ranks, became 
the mere object of maneuvers. Their 
grievances were identical. All were 
working in the same Industry. Yet there 
were two strikes, called separately, con- 
ducted separately and settled separately 
dsepite the unity obtained on the picket 
lines. This could not be conducive to 
wringing great concessions from the 
bosses. That the Industrial union— that 
Is the Lfet wing— side of the light was 
conducted In the name of a united front 
committee altered nothing but brought 
more confusion to the serious objectives 
of actual workers' unity. 

The actual situation In the New York 
dress shops is now, as before, one in 
which working conditions and piece work 
prices are practically the same In unor- 
ganized shops, In shops controlled by 
the I. L. G. and In shops under Indu- 
strial union control. That, of cousre, 
is no great inducement for workers to 
organize. After all, to the rank and 
file the most telling argument for organ- 
zation is one of conditions obtained by 
the union. That la true even for die 
dressmakers who have such a splendid 
fighting tradition. In the same measure 
it mast also be emphatically stated that, 
while ft cannot be expecta that the Left 
wing industrial union, as a minority or- 
ganization, can forge far ahead In gain- 
ing conditions, if it cannot at least ad- 
vance a policy which- stands out clearly 
as superior to that of the Right wing 
officialdom it forfeits its possibility of 
winning the masses. Mere propaganda 
for the Left wing position In its abstract 
sense is not sufficient. When it degener- 
ates to pure and simple demagogy, as la 
now the case of the official party lead- 
ership of the Industrial union, it be- 
comes actually harmful, because the re- 
sult Is that the workers lose respect for 
the Left wing and lose confidence in We 
ability. Moreover, the gentlemen In 
charge of the I. L. G. JW. are far more 
skilled in the art of demagogy and have 
proven alert in maintaining their hold 
upon the workers on that basis In this 
strike the Left wing union, under Imme- 
diate party direction, did not at all 
show superiority of policy or in leader- 
ship of struggle. Here was a plain pro- 
blem Workers of two organizations 
struggling against a common enemy, 
against conditions commonly abhored 
and commonly hated. What was the 
burning need, df not that of common 
struggle and common working out of 
the immediate objectives in such a way 
to help frustrate sell-outs. This was a 
plain duty confronts* the revolutionary 



party and the industrial union leader- 
ship. 

What did the official party leadership 
propose? It established a shibboleth 
which it called the united front commit- 
tee. It called upon the dressmakers to 
support this committee, informing them 
that they did not need to belong to 
either of the' two unions. What argu- 
ment Is that for unionization? Is a sub- 
stitute for either, or both of these two 
unions, what is needed? Obviously that 
could not be the need and ultimately it 
would negate the very right of the in- 
dustrial union to exist. 

The revolutionists among the needle 
(trades workers must flrst of all tell them 
categorically that union organization is 
the vitally necessary Instrument of 
struggle for their everyday needs. Next 
they must make clear what kind of un- 
ion is required, certainly stressing the 
superiority of the industrial form. They 
must In actual practice help demonstrate 
■the tactics of a militant policy as a sub- 
stitution for the treacherous connivance 
with the employers. But the most power- 
ful weapon of the revolutionary party 
remains (the one of unification of the 
workers against the common enemy and 
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slogan and implies a simultaneous fight 
for certain definite conditions. We do 
not propose unity merely In its abstract 
sense but for the attainment of specific 
working class objectives. 



Fake Peace Gestures in Far East 

Imperialists Jockeying for Position in Coming World Clashes 



Despltee the present situation of the 

sweatshop still obtaining in the garment 

industry future growth of the I. L. G. 

against the treacherous influence of the! W. Is not precluded. But with that also 



yellow leaders. That, of course, would 
in its first step mean a united front of 
the two organizations and final trade 
union unity. 

In some cases there is no other way 
out but by separate unions. That was 
so at the time of the formation of the 
industrial union. At the present itme, 
however, the question of trade union 
unity looms as a serious one, and parti- 
cularly in the needle trades. That at 
least should be a lesson from the strike. 

Consequently the Left wing should 
urge tie workers In the I. L. G. W. to 
remain ithere and to fight for unity. We 
do not propose this slogan of unity on 
the basis of whatever conditions the 
reactionary officials may desire to lay 
down. Not at all. It is a fighting 



growth of the problems of this union for 
satisfaction of the demands of the work- 
ers. Certainly this Implies possibilities 
of formation and growth of a Left wing 
within the union. With equally as much 
certairfty we can also point to the pro- 
spects which are available for growth of 
the Industrial union provided it proceeds 
correctly. To that can be added the gen- 
eral prospects of a developing workers' 
resistance rto the enemy onslaughts Which 
Is destined to assume real proportions 
for the future. From this must be con- 
cluded that on a whole the need and the 
possibilities for trade union unity of 
these organizations who are rivals today 
will increase. This contains a warning 
which must be heeded. 

—A. S. 



Lovestonites Disrupt Rank and File 

Movement in the A. C.W. Union 



The Lovestone Group In the Amalgam- 
ated Clothing Workers' Union has for a 
long time been in search of a suitable 
ally among the discredited and dis- 
carded officials with whom to Initiate 
an "opposition" movement in the A. C. 
W. administration. The recent develop- 
ments In the New York A. C. W. organ- 
ization finally gave birth to a group 
which is compelled to rise eagainst 
Hlllman and Is In need of some protec- 
tive covering to be able to rally the 
workers in a sham fight against the 
Hlllman machine. 

Hlllman has recently effected an eco- 
nomy reorganization of the New York 
Joint Board as a result of which a num- 
ber of officials fell out of their positions. 
Thus the long sought for ally has been 
found. Between these officials and the 
Lovestone group known under the name 
of Progressive Circle, has been created 
a -united front against the Hlllman pol- 
icies in the Amalgamated. A mass 
meeting of tailors was called to launch 
a rank and file movement under their 
leadership. The tailors responded In 
big numbers. The situation in the in- 
dustry is deplorable. The intolerable 
conditions in the shops and the wide 
spread unemployment are driving the 
workers to revolt Any group with a 
program for Improving their conditions 
and determination for struggle will eas 
ily get a following among them. But 
that was not furnished by this combina- 
tion. 

The Right wing combination from the 
beginning secured the leadership of the 
movement having arranged the details 
of the meeting. The speakers and the 
resolutions, left no doubt about the 
character of the movement they were 
out to create. 

The Rank and File committee (an or- 
ganization under Party control) who 
came to the meeting had little difficulty 
in exposing the character and aims of 
the combination, that called it. The 
meeting ended in a commotion without 
accomplishments. The Lovestone group 
In a statement published in the Jewish 
papers. Forward and Day, accuses the 
Rank and File Committee of breaking 
up the meeting. 

Who Will Organize . the Revolt 

The truth la that the Right wing com- 
bination adjourned the meeting to suit 
themselves. The continuance of the meet- 
ing would mean its complete discredit 
and loss of its control. They did not 
wish to concede to the demand of the 
Rank and File Committee members for 
a committee to be elected from the floor 
because such a committee would displace 
them from control. Neither were they 



a course that is more in accord with 
their traditions and aims, that is, to 
negotiate for positions and powers be- 
hind closed doors. 

It is characteristic for the Bight wing 
group to find an excuse for their bur- 
eaucratic control in the intentions of the 
Rank and File Committee members to 
capture the movement. The Rank and 
File Coromitteee, in spite of its erron- 
eous policies, has the reputation of an 
honest and sincere group of ' workers, 
while the dep sed Bight wing officials 
have on their record a whole series of 
crimes which it has committed againts 
the tailors at Hlilman's behest, which 
even the Lovestone cover would not hide. 
The tailors will not readily follow .them, 
even though they remain inattentive to 
the Rank and File Committee. 

Who will organize the revolt of the 
tailors In the A. C. W.? This question 
is constantly heard from the lips of 
Left wingers. What can be the answer 
to it? What does the party do to meet 
the need of organization of a Left wing 
in the A. C W.? What is the reason for 
the failure of the Rank and File Com- 
mittee in developing a Left wing move- 
ment In the A. C. W. in spite of the fav- 
orable situation? There seems to be 
only one explanation. The numerous 
blunders of the Left wing in the past 
and the wrong policies pursued by the 
Needle Trades Industrial Union In the 
other needle trade branches have had 
their repercussions in the men's clothing 
situation. A year or two ago the Love- 
stoneites could not succeed in gathering 
a handful of workers at Bheir meetings. 
Their own following In the Amalgamated 
consists of less than a half a dozen peo- 
ple. Today they are more successfhl in 
getting a response. among the workers 
n spite of their association with the dis- 
credited elements. The Lovestoneites 
are exploiting to .their benefit the false 
policies of the Party leadership In the 
trade union movement. It is significant 
that in their resolutions presented 



The day's news hails the acceptance by 
Japanese imperialism of the armistice 
proposals made by the League of Na- 
tions. That this "peaceful" gesture is 
merely a continuation of the aggressive 
policy of the Tokio statesmen along new 
lines, cannot be mistaken. And it is 
especially the Wall Street spokesmen at 
Washington who know this fact nnd 
bring their actions In accord with It. A 
Japanese acceptance of the tiruee can 
only take place under conditions favor- 
abue to the invaders. Tokio do*™ not 
conceal these intentions, it is simply 
putting into play a diplomatic maneuver 
which it la confident the French reac- 
tionaries and a "strong pro-Japanese 
Tory group in the British cabient" — ac- 
tually the backbone of the present con- 
servative government — will support. 

It is only natural that the Hoover re- 
gime Is disgruntled with this state of 
affairs. One thing is certain : the con- 
clusion of the truce, if It should get as 
far as that, will hardly mean the end 
of the Far Eastern episode, but will 
much rather bring It more closely with- 
in the framework of a broad struggle 
among the world imperialists themselves. 
The United States, through the mouth of 
Stimson, in his letter to Senator Borah, 
has already expressed" its determination 
not to recognize any new transactions, 
involving China, that will break the 
boundaries set by previous treaties (The 
Nine Power Treaty, etc.). The Japanese 
militarists will not pay any attention to 
them. 

They have already too much at stake. 
They started out on their Manchurian 
adventure because they saw an opportun- 
ity in the present unstable economic 
. positions of the other powers, to get 
some badly needed markets for their 
own hard-pressed industries. In view of 
the belated arrival on the scene of Jap- 
anese capitalism, that was only to be 
expected. In the meantime, the boycott 
of its goods in China and the rapidly 
growing war expenses are further dev- 
ouring the resources of Nippon's indu- 
stries. Already the various organs of the 
ToJilo eovernment — the Erixv CounciL 
the cabinet— are very wary to make 
further levies on the population for the 
conduct of military operations, especial- 
ly since the latter have hardly met with 
the desired success. But it Is impossi- 
ble to conceive of anything like a "peace- 
ful" retreat on their part. 

The American gentlemen-brigands, 
whose aim it has been, ever since the in- 
ception of the present crisis, to find a 
solution for it by a vast extension of 
its foreign market, specifically in a cen- 
tralized bourgeois China, look with great 
concern wpon Japanese machinations. 
More Immediately, American industry 
has alreaay sustained losses in its recent- 
ly increased exports to China (brought 
about by the creation of a demand for 
American products, subsequent to the 
devastations of last year's flood) through 
the siege at Shanghai, which hardly Im- 
proves the attitude of Washington. The 
concentration of the United States fleet 
in the Pacific, and the maneuvers at 
tending it, are especially significant 
when viewed from this angle, although 
not in a direct sense. 

In China itself, the valiant fight put 
up by the Nineteenth Route Army in its 
defense of Chapei has not brought forth 
the nation-wide response that many ex- 



pected. In the absence of a resolute 
and conscious class to lead It, the Kuo 
Min Tang bourgeoisie has for the mo- 
ment succeeded only In making a foot- 
ball for the Imperialists, of the Chinese 
nation. The most progressive class in 
the Chinese masses, the proletariat, suf- 
fered a frightful defeat at the hands of 
Its own bourgeoisie during the Chiang 
Kai-Shek-Borodin-Stalin alliance In 1925- 
1027. The slaughter of the flower of 
the Chinese working class by Chiang 
Kai-Shek and the frightful depression 
following it could only be counter-acted 
by a slow and patient regatherlng of 
its scattered forces, by a wide-spread 
struggle for the most elementary rights, 
as was proposed by comrade Trotsky and 
the Left Opposition at the time. The 
failure of the Stalinists in control to 
realize this Marxian tactic and their per- 
sistenece in sowing Illusions about the 
Red peasant movement In the rural dis- 
tricts, which was only a faint and be- 
lated echo of the Immense revolutionary 
upsurge of the earlier years, is again 
largely responsible for the impotence of 
the Chinese working masses in the pre- 
sent situation. Its revolutionary re- 
birth will most probably come with a 
new wave of proletarian struggle in the 
other countries, and not In the last 
place,' within the Japanese empire itself. 
At present, it is flrst beginning to re- 
cover from Its tragic defeat, under very 
difficult conditions. 

The events in the Far East and the 
sharpening conflicts among the capitalist 
nations cannot be considered in them- 
selves. They- are part and parcel of the 
entire economic and social development 
of the epoch we live in. The world 
crisis has brought the course of this de- 
velopment into bold relief. The anarchy 
of capitalist producton, based on the 
proflt system alone, can only be main- 
tained by a widening of the market for 
each capitalist nation. But a widening 
of the market, In so tar as the capitalists 
are concerned, can only mean the acqui- 
sition, in an economic sense at Iea«t, of 
foreign territories. The fact that all 
territories outside of the capitalist world 



Secondly, it is necessary to educate the 
American workers to class consciousness 
by the concrete example of socialist 
construction In the Soviet Union. This 
can best be done by linking up the mag- 
nificent successes of socialist planning In 
the U. S. S. R. With the struggle 
aaginst the misery brought about by 
capitalist anarchy, by linking up the ab- 
solute need for international solidarity 
In the work .going on in the Soviet U?i- 
lon with the fight agalst unemployment 
In this country. The Left Opposition 
for this purpose long ago proposed the 
slogan of long term credits to Soviet 
Russia, with which to buy machinery 
needed for the Culfillemnt of the five 
year plan, and which in turn means 
Soviet contracts for American factories 
and a considerable measure of relief to 
thousands of American unemployed 
workers. 

Thirdly, it is necessary to exert all 
forces to imbue .the working class with 
militant internationalism. To constant- 
ly stress that only the International 
fighting solidarity of the proletariat acn 
once and for all free it from the yoke 
of capitalism. Concretely, to explain to 
them every day what it is that binds 
their interests up with those of the 
Soivet Union, of the oppressed peoples 
of the Far Bast, with the success or 
failure of revolution In Germany. 

The differences that exist on these 
questions between the Left Opposition 
and the Stalinists are differences of his- 
toric importance, questions of life and 
death for the revolutionary movement. 
To fight against the reactionary theory 
of socialism In one country which crip- 
ples that international solidarity with- 
out which the workers in America as 
well as those in Russia are doomed to 
defeat; to flght against the Centrist 
ploicles and tactics of Stalinist Cen- 
triam ("united front from below", "soc- 
ial Fascism", etc.) which abandon the 
working masses to the reformist fakers; 
to unfurl the banner of Marxism-Lenin- 
ism as the guiding light of the revolu- 
tionary vanguard, .today; when It is be- 



-....-Zli. ~L* -7 J»S dragged .in th* mud— the Left Op- 
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.the meeting emphasis Is laid on the 
necessity of "categorically rejecting all 
proposals for a spilt in the Amalgamat- 
ed". The resplutlon also urges the "re- 
jection from the ranks of the -movements 
of all persons who are committed, to a 
policy of splitting the Amalgamated or 
have loyal duties to a dual organization. 
The Rank and File Committee, how- 
ever, has never made clear Its policies 
or adopted a clear cut program for the 
men's clothing Left wing. Confusion 
prevails In their own ranks. A great 
number of them still rherish the idea 
of splitting the A. C. W. Many among 
them consider themselves a' part of the 
Needle Trades Workers Indhstrlal Un- 
willing to discuss anything. Their re- *»• The Rank and File Committee In 
solution was to be adopted and their general is marking time, lacking con- 
leadership recognised. So the "opposl- mience <n U» own forces in spite of the 
Hon" movement in the A. C. W. has increasing favorable opportunities for a 
burst like a bubble. It Is to be expected Left wing movement 



Shachtman - Tresca Debate 

The debate between comrade Shacht- 
man and Carlo Treses on Communism vs. 
Anarchism In Spain, the details of which 
are announcde elsewhere in this issue of 
the Militant is an important educational 
event which is all too rare today in the 
American Communist movement. In 
such debates, workers have an opportun- 
ity to hear and Judge for themselves the 
programs of the various currents in the 
labor movement For Comumnists, a 
debate with socialists, anarchists, syn- 
dicalists or reformists Is an opportunity 
to present the Communist program to 
workers who are otherwise difficult to 
reach and to demonstrate to them the 
at fallacy of their political credos, and even 



that the .organisers of it will now adopt 



(Continued on uage 4) 



in certain cases, the treachery of their 
leaders. 

In Spain today anarchism, as comrade 
Trotsky pointed oat, has its lost his- 
toric opportunity to demonstrate whether 
its program can lead the exploited and 
oppressed masses to its emancipation 
from all slavery, exploitation and war. 
In the U. S., England, Germany, etc., 
anarchism Is not a factor in the class 
struggle. But in Spain' it Is. It has 
a strong base in the peasantry and is 
able to set masses into motion. Upon 
its role in the developing Spanish rev- 
olution will depend the final verdict of 
history over the philosophy and program 
of anarchism. 

Carlo Tresca is a well known anarch- 
ist, and is a recognized spokesman for 
anarchism. Comrade" Shachtman Is par- 
ticularly well equipped to discuss the 
question by virtue of his recent four 
weeks' stay in Spain. 



such new "aceusttions" can only be 
achieved by sharp struggles among the 
such new "acqlusltlons" can only be 
achlevede by sharp struggles among the 
vlartous imperialists. The conflict be- 
tween Japan and the United States at the 
present moment is the most recent illu- 
stration of this development. War under 
our present system can only benefit the 
imperialists. The workers have no in- 
terest -in it While American imperial- 
ism is waging a struggle for markets on 
the one hand, it is making an assault 
upon the standards of living of its own 
working class on the other. These two 
methods represent the two levers ot the 
capitalist solution of the economic crisis. 
The solution of the working class can 
only be that of persistent and intransi- 
geant struggle against its own bourgeois- 
ie, against its war aims and against its 
wage-cutting drive. 

The capitalist antagonisms, between 
Japan and the United States, betweeen 
the United Staes, France and England, 
cannot help hut lead in their further 
course, to social convulsions, to revolu- 
tionary situations. In the meantime, it 
Is the task of the class conscious work- 
ers .to prepare themselves, to understand 
what Is going on about them, and to 
act accordingly. 

Alongside with the danger of a war 
among the imperialists, and not at all In 
contradiction with it, is the danger of a 
war against the Soviet Union, against 
the workers' fatherland. For, aside 
from being the outpost of the world rev- 
olution, which is most odious to the en- 
tire capitalist world, the Soviet Union 
also represents a potential market for 
capitalist exploitation, while the first 
danger is most prominent In the Far 
East the second centers around Ger- 
many. The prerequisite for a capitalist 
attack on Workers 'Russia is the crush- 
ing of Its most reliable ally, the Ger- 
man working class. And that Is why the 
class conscious worker must pay particu- 
lar attention to the Fascist menace in 
that country, the success of which can 
only mean the destruction of the German 
proletariat and' an immediate atack upon,, 
the U. S. S. R. 

Sharp solutions of the crisis in the 
Far East and of the class struggle in 
Germany are Inevitable and close. The 
first task of the Communists in prepar- 
ing for the revolutionary situation thai 
wlH result is to entrench themselves and 
the influence of Communism among the 
broad masses of the workers. This can 
only be done by means of a Leninist 
united front policy. By patiently ex- 
plaining to the workers, by sincerely 
striving for unity in action on the issues 
of the day, by forcing their reformist 
laeders Into the strugglee so that their 
true and treacherous character will be- 
come apparent to the workers— this is 
the way to prepare the ground for ef- 
fective action lit the revolutionary sit- 
uation to come, this is the Communist 
road to the masses. 



hardships in the world. The persecu- 
tions and slanders of the party bureau- 
cracy cannot for a moment hinder us 
in our historic struggle, in .the strug- 
gle for a Leninist party, without which 
there can be no proletarian victory. 
Confident of the future, the Left Opposi- 
tion will patiently continue its course, 
which is the course of regenerating the 
Communist movement It is the hardest 
and most important task of the moment. 

— S. G. 



Glotzer Tour Meets Succes 

The best meeting yet held for the I>eft 
Opposition in Chicago is the report 
of comrade Glotzer's lecture, Sun- 
day Feb. 28, on the prospects of the 
revolutionary movement in Europe. About 
150 workers attended the meeting par- 
ticipating in an excellent discussion af- 
ter the lecture. This attendance really 
defied all the efforts of the local party 
leaders to prevent its success. 

Instructions had previously been is- 
sued to all party units that no member 
was to attend Glotzer's meeting on pain 
of disciplinary action for any violation 
ot .this rule. A special party observer 
was selected to attend, and to attend 
alone in order to check up on possible, 
recalcitrants. However, the observer 
failed to put in an appearance while the 
workers showed up in good numbers 
eager to head what the Left Opposition 
representative hae to say. 

From Boston the tour went to Mon- 
treal, Canada. In that city we have no 
regular organization. Nevertheless it 
became possible. to gather a small meet- 
ing of about 30 Communists which re- 
sulted In more convinced supporters for 
our platform. Toronto was the next 
stop. The handicap to be surmounted 
inthat city are already known to our 
readers. The reactionary drive against 
all working class and revolutionary ac- 
tivities now pursued by the capitalist 
government is particularly aiming to 
suppress all semblance of freedom of 
speech and of assembly. Under these 
conditions a meeting could be arranged 
only under the greatest difficulties. Nev- 
ertheless there was an attendance of 
about 60 workers, Including a good many 
official party members and close party 
sympathizers. 

In Buffalo comrade Glotaer spoke un- 
der the auspices of the local branch of 
the Proletarian Party Opposition group. 
While not the most effective advertise- 
ment was made, nevertheless fifty work- 
ers attended, Including some official Party 
members. Discussion -with these P. P- 
Opposition group comrades have already 
served to clarify their understnad.Ing of 
our position. As a result the Buffalo 
branch is proposing to Its national group 
to orientate Itself In the direction of 
unity with the Communist League of 
America 
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Lenin and Trotsky in 1905 

On Some Stalinist Distortions of History 



The Russian Revolution of October 
1917 can only be written adequately when 
the role of Lenin and Trotsky are pro- 
perl; placed. Written history at the 
time oC this event elevated the role of 
Lenin and Trotsky to its proper height 
in relation to the 1S)17 prelude of the 
world, revolution. The attempts of Stal- 
inism to revamp this part of history, 
and to delete Trotsky's role from the 
pages and replace instead — Stalin, is of 
no avail. The source of material within 
our party and throughout the world pro- 
letarian camp is so voluminous for this 
research -tout Stalin's attempt to erase 
Trotsky's role only complicates matters 
for Centrlsm. 

But the 190D Revolution leaves us no 
such source of material, as to the posi- 
tion of Lenin and Trotsky. Therefore, 
the haters of Marxism and International- 
ism fall back to this period and slur the 
position of Trotsky. Fortunately though, 
we have the material and writings of 
Lenin and Trotsky of this period, and 
since the party leadership only lies about 
Trotsky's position it is necessary to con- 
stantly bring this material forward, so 
that the revolutionist and Marxist can 
decide the facts for himself, as to the 
position of Lenin and Trotsky. 
On THE FEBRUARY REVOLUTION 

Stalinism not only endeavors to mis- 
represent Trotsky's position in 1905 but 
also attempts to falsify the role of Lenin, 
for the purpose of covering up the blun- 
ders of the present epigones an the 1917 
period. After Stalin "corrected" history, 
one of the lesser lights followed up in 
the Daily Worker with an article on 
"The Historical Experiences of Bolshev- 
ism and the International Proletariat". 
One of the many blunders of the article 
reads as follows: "The Lessons of the 
year of 1905 enabled Lenin to draw up 
that strategic general plan which led 
the proletariat to victory first in Feb- 
ruary and afterwards in October 1917." 
This thought conveys the idea that long 
before the arrival of Lenin in Russia 
and long before bis famous April thesis, 
which amounts to the rearming of the 
party, Stalin and his like, who were in 
Russia, were carrying out & correct Bol- 
shevik line. In other words, Lenin's 
arrival and Lenin's April thesis did not 
correct anything, "the proletariat" were 
lad "to victory first in February" (?). In 
trying to bury Lenin's April thesis to 
cover their blunders the February per- 
iod the Stalinists create the source of 
additional blunders. 

In the introdudction to Lenin's pam- 
phlet of articles on the "Revolution of 
1905" the epigones rehash history again. 
In one place thfs introduction says, "On 
the other hand, Trotsky, who had never 
had a definite conception of the nature of 
the bouregols revolution of 1905, for this 
reason reached a point, In his theory of 
"permanent revolution" when he denied 
the possibility of the revolutionary al- 
liance between proletariat and peasantry 
and proclaimed a "workers' government" 
to be the immediate aim of the revolu- 
tionary uprising. And to this he "logi- 
cally" attached the conception that "with- 
out direct and governmental aid from 
the European proletariat the working 
class of Russia could not maintain it- 
self in power" (Our Revolution, page 278 
Russia*)" 
TROTSKY AND THE PEASANTRY 

Can you say these "Communists" mis- 
quote Trotsky's position in 1905 l>ecaus« 
they do not know of I1I3 position? No. 
They quote the above from his book, Our 
Revolution and In that book is sufficient 
evidence for any class • conscious worker 
to prove the correct position of Trot- 
sky in 1905 These epigones are quoting 
Trotsky as the social democrats quoted 
Marx and Engels. 

Trotsky In 1905 said the workers of 
Russia needed aid from Europe, other- 
wise they could not maintain themselves 
—and according to Stalinism this was 
wrong in 1905. But Lenin, not In 1905 
but even nl 1918, said the following :.Th is 
is a lesson because the absolute truth 
is that without a revolution In Germany 
we will perish." (Vol. 15, page 132, 
Russian edition). And, Lenin again, "Our 
backwardness has thrust us forward and 
we will perish if we will not be able to 
hold out until we meet with the mighty; 
support of the insurrectionary workers 
of the other countries" (Vol. 15, page 
187). What Lenin laid down on this 
subject in 1918 was equally, if not more 
so, true In 1905. 

Did Trotsky "deny the possibility of 
the "revolutionary alliance between the 
proletariat and peasantry", in the 1905 
period, as is claimed? Trotsky, in 1905 
said, "It is self-understood that the pro- 
letariat, as In its time the bourgeoisie, 
fulfills Its mission, supported upon the 
peasantry and petit-bourgeoisie. The 
proletariat leads the village, draws it 
Into the movement, interests It in the 
success of its plans. The proletariat, 
however, absolutely remains the leader. 
This is not the dictatorship of the pea- 
santry and proletariat, but the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat supported by the 
peasantry." (1«®, page 281). Many more 
equally important passages can be quoted 
to prove that Trotsky's understanding of 
the peasant problem in 1905 was equal 
to any and far superior to the epigones 
of today who lived at that time. Many 
such quotations can be had in Our 
Revolution, translated by Olgin, or in 
Trotsky's pamphlet on the Permanent 
.Revolution in which he quotes from his 
works of 1905. 

The rank and file Communist members 
repeat these slanders against Trotsky 
because they do not know the truth and 
repeat what they are told. But for the 



bureaucrats, it is not a matter of Ignor- 
ance — it is a matter of plain Ilea, of re- 
visionism; just as the social democrats 
skillfully quoted Marx and Engels on the 
state, giving the rank and file a wrong 
picture. Let me quote just once more 
from 1SQ5, page 207-68: "Our rev- 
olution, which is a bourgeois revolution 
according to the immediate tasks it grew 
out of, knows, as a consequence of the 
extreme class differences of the indus- 
trial population of no bourgeois class 
which could place itself at the head of 
the popular masses by combining its soc- 
ial weight and political experieuce with 
revolutionary energy. The suppressed 
worker and peasant masses, left to their 
own resources, must take it upon them- 
selves to create, in the hard school of 
implacable conflict and cruel defeat, the 
necessary political and organizational 
preconditions for their triumph. No 
other road is open to them". 

Does this look as if Trotsky did not 
understand the relation of the proletariat 
and peasantry in 1905? Does this look 
as If Trotsky did not understand the 
nature of the bourgeois revolution of 
1905? Let (the revisionists talk. They 
have their day as the leaders of the 
second international had theirs. We, the 
Marxists, are sure of victory. Material 
facts and Marxian truths are greater 
than all the lies of the epigones. 
LENIN ON COLONIAL REVOLUTION 

In the Daily Worker article, quotedd 
above, they say, "The task of organizing 
the united front of all the exploited and 
oppressed under the leadership of the 
proletariat was raised by Lenin to the 
level of the world problem of the rev- 
olutionary alliance of proletariat of the 
advanced countries with the enslaved peo- 
ples of the colonies and semi-colonial 
countries." This is a jumble and is not 
the position of Lenin. As Trotsky says, 
"Lenin thus raised the national libera- 
tion movement, the colonial Insurrection 
and wars of the oppressed nations to 
the level of the bourgeois democratic rev- 
olutions, particularly in the period prior 
to the Russian revolution of 1905. Buti 
Lenin did not at all rank the national! 
liberation wars above the bourgeois rev-! 



olutlon as this is now done by Bukharin 
who has turned an angle of 180 degree." 
(Criticism of the Draft Program). And 
to this day the revisionist rank this 
movement above the bourgeois democratic 
revoultion. 

All of this revamping of history in 
relation to the 1905 revolution is neces- 
sary on the revisionist part, first to 
smash the Marxian position of Trotsky 
and second, to enable them to build a 
case for the use of the slogan of the 
democratic dictatorship of the proletar- 
iat and the peasantry, as it appears iu 
the Sixth World Congress Program. In 
order to do this, they must not only 
throw overboard all the facts of Trot- 
sky's position but with it the position 
of Lenin on this subject. This hypothe- 
tical slogan raised iu 1905 was discard- 
ed events concretized the perspective 
through the 1017 revolution. It was dis- 
carded by Lenin, but not by the epigones 
although he criticized them on this very 
point in April 1917. 
THE "DEMOCRATIC DICTATORSHIP" 

The introduction to Lenin's valuable 
book on 1905 mso says, "Because of this 
circumstance, the 1905 revolution may be 
called the dress rehearsal not only of 
October 1917, but of the (World Oct- 
ober." Because of the colonial conditions 
of China and India, etc. In other words, 
1905 is the dress rehearsal for the back- 
ward countries in revolutions and 1917 
is the dress rehearsal for the industrially 
developed countries. 

In answer to this, we can show that 
1917 has been the dress rehearsal not 
only for the revolutions of industrial 
Europe, but also for the Chinese 
revolution of 1925-27. But to this day 
the Stalinites and Right wingers have not 
recognized this historic fact. There can 
be no other than a dictatorship of the 
proletariat or a .dictatorship of the capi- 
talist in content. The form will vary 
but the form of the proletarian dictator- 
ship in backward countries will not be 
a "democratic dictatorship of the pro- 
letariat and peasants." On the contrary, 
the more backward the country, the 
weaker the country is economically, the 
more open will our dictatorship with the 
peasant alliance have to be in order to 
hold power with a minority of the pro- 
letariat and here we have the revolu- 
tion in countries with the majority of 
the proletariat, the more proletarian 
democracy can we have in L!ie early 
years of our role. 

—HUGO OEHLER. 



The R.R. Workers and the Wage Cut 

A Militant Looks at Conditions in his Industry and Reviews the Past 

_4>- 



The article printed below is a 
discussion article we have received 
from a wofker long active in the 
Railroad industry. It raises import- 
ant questions with regard to the 
Communist approach to the problems 
of the transport workers, .which can- 
not be overlooked nd which deserve 
the attention of all Communist trade 
unionists. The columns of The Mili- 
tant remain, as always, open to all 
points of view among its class con- 
scious, working class readers, on this 
as well as 011 all matters of import 
to the revolutionary movement. — Ed. 

The recent wage cut of the R. K. work- 
ers has once again brought the R. R. 
unions to the foreground of the Amer- 
ican labor movement. The several arti- 
cles in the Militant dealing with this 
event have brought out most of the basic 
factors of the immediate developments. 
However, to a certain extent fhey have 
one common fault. They are uniform in 
playing up the betrayal of the officials 
with very little criticism of the rank and 
file tor their past activities or inactiv- 
ity. 

It is true enough that, in so far as 
the immediate aspects of the situation 
are concerned, the betrayal of the R. R. 
workers by the labor skates stands out 
in bold relief. It Is also true that the 
It- R. workers (the great majority of 
those involved at the present time have 
been iu the industry since the war) over 
the period of the past twelve years have 
been guilty of in activity, self -con tered- 
ness, narrow craft psychology, passiv- 
ity, white chauvinism, bourgeois prejud- 
ices, etc. While the latter facts do not 
excuse the labor skates for their be- 
trayal neither does the betrayal absolve 
the rank and file from their sins of om- 
ission and commission., 

American Stalinism constantly demon- 
strates to us that the only method known 
to the bureaucrats for winning both 
black and white workers for militant 
struggle is by a system of patronization. 
But the history of the American labor 
movement teaches that workers in such 
situations are prone to seize upon ex- 



A Story of Boss Violence in the Illinois Mine Fields- 



Andy is a young coal miner. He works 
in one of the big coal mines of southern 
Illinois. His job Is possibly the most 
hazardous in the mines. He runs a loco- 
motive on the main line. Andy and I 
started into the labor movement at the 
same time. One evening an organizer 
of the Young Workers' League came to 
our mining camp. He flayed capitalism, 
he spoke of the struggles of youth in 
the working class' general fight through 
out the world. The orator was convinc- 
ing. Our early experience had taught us 
that he was right. We joined the Young 
Workers' League and became absorbed 
in the fight energetically. We did the 
best we could, we studied and everything 
In line with our class duties, was fulfill- 
ed to the greatest extent. 

Nine years later, we again were to- 
gether at the recent Indianapolis con- 
vention of the Unltd Mine Workers of 
America. We joined together in a room 
during the two weeks in the convention 
city. Every morning we journey to- 
gether at the conclave. We listened at- 
tentively to the orators. The infamous 
John L. Lewis, President of the Inter- 
national Union, bellowed and growled 
away at the insurgents. As we watched 
the portly, pot bellied, bushy browed^ 
"leader" of "our" union, prance around 
with his air of sophistication, we began 
to wonder among ourselves, where such 
a species of a coal miner had ever or- 
iginated from ! We saw with out own 
eyes and heard with our ears, this be- 
trayer of the miners for years and his 
cohorts. We had not made any mistake 
in the nine years that we had opposed 
this tool of the coal operators. 

During the hectic sessions of the con- 
vention we book our place in the flght 
against the erroneous policies of the of- 
ficialdom. Andy la not an orator, his 
early beginnings in the pit had not per- 
mitted him to get the education one de- 
serves. Like scores of steeled fighters of 
the class struggle, Andy's deeds are not 
measured by the wonderful language of 
a silver tongued speaker, but are trans- 
formed daily Into action by his fights 
■against the mine bosses and his service 
to the membership of his large local un- 
ion In which he serves In the capacity 
of secretary. During the rank betrayals 
of the Lewis machine throughout the 
entire proceedings of the convention, 
Andy's teeth gritted, his mind was where 
the minds of the officers the union were 
farthest from; he thought about the 
miners back home, the miners tn the un- 
organized fields, suffering, starving, dy- 
ing like rats. 

Upon our return home, we prepared 
for the regular local union meetings. 
Duty bound, we take the flght back to 
the coal miners of southern Illinois. 
Once more the United Mine Workers of 
America has met in an International 
Convention, and once more the Lewis 
machine has further hog-tied the coal 
miners of the continent. Andy, as a de- 
legate from his local union reports to 
a well-attended meeting. He exposes 
the packed convention, the professional 
hand clappers that were brought in by 
th official wrecking crew. Nothing was 
done for the miners! To send delegates 
to such a convention is like sending de- 
legates to hell, Andy tells them. The 
miners knows It. Their freedom to fight 
the coal operators and <thelr murderous 



attacks against them are stilled, not by 
the forces without, but by the forces 
from within, paid by the. coal miners 
themselves in handsome salaries. 

In the local union, as in every mass 
section of organized labor is present a 
stool pigeon of the coal company. One 
gangster by the name of Whitlow. For- 
merly on the district payroll of the re- 
actionary clique, alleged to be on the 
payroll of the Lewis machine at present 
and for a fact deputized on several oc- 
casions to break local "wild cat" strikes 
and to slug and kill Communists. A gen- 
eral rumpus takes place in the local un- 
ion meeting as the stool jrigeon takes 
offense to the remarks of the delegates. 
The miners boo and jeer the agent of the 
bosses. Andy calls his bluff and chal- 
lenges him to lay aside his brass 
"knucks" and his gun and to come in 
the center of the hall like a man. The 
complexion of the gangster turns pale, 
later It becomes green as his cowardly 
cbnstitution fails him in a man to man 
fight The gangster, like the rest of his 
ilk, is exposed. He must sniffer the hum- 
iliation of being exposed! He is not 
now in the dark corners of the street 
ganging militant workers, his hand is 
called by a young miner. The meeting 
is tense, every miner Is determined that 
no other aides of the gangster will in- 
terfere. But like all other cowards, the 
gangster end four of his lieutenants 
sneak out of the hall with a mad rush. 
Andy follows them outside, the young 



Andy, his wolfish eyes gleam like a de- 
mon in the darkness of the night. The 
murderer's gun barks twice. Andy is 
temporarily floored, the bullet strikes 
Andy in the back, piercing his abdomen. 
The other bullet strikes another young 
miner in the leg. A waiting automobile 
rushes the bandits away whom the en- 
raged miners, speeding to the sheriff's 
office. The 1 gangster receives the protec- 
tion of tiie County Jail, as his blood 
lusting body trembles from fear. 

Andy is rushed to the hospital along 
with the other victim. Doctors hurried- 
ly speed to and fro, as the young vic- 
tims goes under the knife of the sur- 
geon. Hundreds of miners swarm the 
dark shadows of the trees surrounding 
the hospital, awaiting news, hoping 
against hope that their young leader 
will live. At home, a young wife with 
her infant will have to be notified . . . 
What a task! 

While Andy fights for his life, while 
every tissue and corpuscle exerts itself 
tor life, as his gentle face is covered by 
a deathly sweat, the officers of law and 
order caucus with the murderer. The 
gangster has nothing to fear from the 
"law", he is encouraged to murder by 
the very "enforcers of justice" ! "After 
al!. shooting a Communist, especially a 
hunky, is no more serious than shooting 
a nigger, they're worse than niggers." 
This is the report from the County Of- 
fice of the great American democracy, 
the land of equal opportunity, pursuit 



militant's indignation is past control. We o£ happiness and symbol of world free- 

follow Andy. As we approach the stair-Idom- 

way, the gangster has a dead aim on| —GERMINAL. 



The Militant Subscription Drive 



In the «ent«r of the drive to build the 

Opposition press stands the task of 
boosting the circulation of The Militant. 
This can be done in three ways. It is 
necessary to increase the paid subscrip- 
tion list. From March 1st to June 1st 
the subscription drive will take placed 
The branches of the League should take 
up the drive in an organized manner. 
The New York branch has organized two 
teams with a captain at the head of 
each. The progress of the teams will he 
recorded on a specially designed chart 
on the bulletin board. During the drive 
with each one year subscription of $2.00 
we will offer to the subscriber a paper 
bound copy of the Permanent Revolution; 
with each six months' subscription of 
$1.00 the Strategy of the World Revolu- 
tion; with a three months' subscription 
of $.50 any one of, our 10c pamphlets. 
Everywhere our comrades should canvass 
our sympathisers and their friends for 
subscriptions. The progress of the drive 
will he reported in The Militant. . 

The second way of boosting the cir- 
culation of the Militant is by going after 
expired subs. Our branches will be 
notified regularly In advance of the ex- 
pirations. They are expected to canvass 
for renewals. Renewals will be consi- 
dered on the same basis as new subscrip- 
tions and will be entered to the credit of 
tiie comrades. Where we have no branch- 
es, if our comrades will undertake this 
work, we will inform them regularly of 
further expirations. 



The third method of boosting the cir- 
culation of The Militant is to Increase 
the newsstand and bookstore sale. To 
help our comrades place The Militant on 
stands and in book stores we have print- 
ed posters with a picture of comrade 
Trotsky and the simple statement "Leon 



cuses of this kind of deserting the un- 
ions in the most critical moment, thus 
making the further onslaught of the cap- 
italist class less difficult. 

Every militant worker knows or should 
know, as was pointed out in a recent 
leading article on the R. R. wage cuts, 
in The Militant, that the acceptance of 
one wage cut does not arrest the wage- 
cutting drive. On the contrary it only 
wets the appetite of the master class. 
This was the lesson of the events leading 
up to the shopmen's strike of 1912. Pre- 
servation of the R. R. unions, as weak 
as they are, is of paramount importance 
to the R. R. workers at the present mo- 
ment. 
MUST ACKNOWLEDGE MISTAKES 

In the struggle to develop the class 
consciousness of the working class it is 
as essential to t>oint out to the workers 
their weak sides as well as their strong 
points and the role of the bureaucrats 
must not be atlowed to serve as an ex- 
cuse for the short comings of the rank 
and file. The novice fears to criticize 
the workers because he is afraid of of- 
fending them. He is likely to relie upon 
the condemnation of the officials instead. 
But every experienced agitator knows 
that the first step towarl any militant 
action is to get the workers to see and 
acknowledge their own fallings. This is 
less difficult to accomplish than it may 
seem, for the working class is not eas- 
ily offended by sincere criticism and they 
instinctively know that they have been 
guilty of many offenses against their 
own best interests. 

It Ls handling the question superfically 
to lay too much stress upon the lack 
of activity and preparation on the part 
of the officials when It became evident 
that the present wage cuts were the im- 
mediate goal of the R. R. Companies. 
To accept such a viewpoint is to aid the 
official in erecting a plausale excuse for 
their capitulation The labor skates be- 
trayal goes back much further and much 
deeper than that. Likewise the behavior 
of the rank and file. The history of the 
struggle in the It. R. iiwlustry over the 
period of the last twelve or fourteen 
years is full of events. If the rebel 
worker is to be of value to the R. R. 
workers in the present situation he must 
be able to skillfully present both sides 
of the picture. Those who are incapable 
of seeing the weakness of the working 
alass will be sure to overlook their strong 
points at the critical moment. 
UNITY SOLIDARITY A CRYING NEED 

It was inevitable that all R. It. work- 
ers as well as the It. R. union in gen- 
eral would sconer or later suffer from 
the defeat of the shop men in 1922. The 
favored position granted to the Brother- 
hoed unions during and after this strike 
was little short of a bribe for non-sup- 
port of the shop men. The Brotherhood 
members are now receiving the second 
installment of interest on their policy. 
No amount of excuses can eliminate the 
fact that the "Hoger" sat on his back 
side (two hundred and fifty pounds of 
solid anchorage) and pulled the throttle 
while the shop men were putting up a 
heroic but losing battle. Not a few of 
them, monkey wrench in hand, "got out 
and got under" : It was thus that "Casey" 
Jones kept his junk pile running. And 
the trainmen and conductors were doing 
their stuff in perfect unison. liven the 
"Fire Boys" with their militant tradi- 
tions and from whose ranks came the 
undauntable Gene Debs, shame-facedly 
kept the "home fires" burning brightly 
beneath the leaky boilers. This was not 
the first but second offense, for the 
Brotherhoods did the same thing during 
the "ourt-law" swtichmen's strike at an 
earlier date. 

Could the Brotherhood men have struck 
In sympathy with the shop men in spite 
of their officials? The shop men set the 
example in the victorious "out-law" strike 
of 1919 when they told their officials to 
jump in the lake. Militant support of 
the shop men In 1922 by the Brother- 
hoods, leaving the job in sympathy, would 
have welded the R. R. workers together 
permanently with an unbreakable iron 
band of solidarity. It would have left 
an undying tradition in the R. R. unions. 

Do the shop men then have anything 
to crow about? Very little. After the 
"out-law" strike victory in 1919, the 
rank and file allowed themselves to be 
swayed by a sense of self-security and 
self-satisfaction. The plea on the part of 
a few militants to take the maintenance 



Trotsky writes every week for The Mill- . 

.,„_,. , ... ,. -.of way men into the shop federation, for 

tant." These posters are attractive and tv _ _^ t . „_„ __ _,{_, ™._ 

should be placed on only those Stands 
which carry or will carry The Militant. 
The publication of the first volume of the 
History of the Russian Revolution will 
no doubt be attended by a wave of pub- 
licity. It is our intention to ride the 
crest of this wave. The posters should 
be ordered Immediately, and placed im- 
mediately. The bundle orders should 
also be remitted at once. Where stands 
carry Tile Militant, an attempt should be 
made to persuade them to 'increase their 
orders. The posters will be furnished 
gratis. But they should be distributed 
discriminatingly as our supply Is limited. 
If all our comrades pitch In this drive 
should make it possible to raise the cir- 
culation of The Militant 100%. 
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Literature Agents 

Unemployed comrades who can de- 
vote a few hours dally can help 
themselves and at the same time 
spread the literature of the Left 
Opposition. Write for particulars. 
PIONEER PUBLISHERS 
New York City 



the most part, fell on deaf ears. They, 
the "skilled shop men", disdained to be 
too closely associated with "common" 
(some of the so-called labors bad almost 
as much skill as the shop crafts) labor- 
ers. Several of the shop craft unions 
(particularly the machinists) were more 
afraid of being "contaminated" by the 
Negro workers (who wanted nothing bet- 
ter than a chance to fight side by side 
and shoulder by shoulder with their 
white fellow workers) (hen they were of 
the - R. R. bosses. 

The writer knows whereof he speaks, 
for the main part of his effort during 
this time was in the direction of bringing 
the maintenance of way men into the 
shop federation. Opposition came not 
only from the officials but from the rank 
and file as well. Even where there was 
sympathy for the Idea there was little 
concrete action and much passivity. In 
the midst of the strike of 1922 every 
shop man realized the mistake. But It 
was then too late. Instead of admitting 
the mistake however, some of them took 
to blaming it all on the then President 
of the Maintenance of Way Men. Al- 
though that culprit deserved to be con 
demned and kicked out of the laboi 



movement, the principal blame belongs 
to the shop men themselves, for it was 
they who placed the weapons in this 
faker's hands by their past policies. 

The shop men are also to be blamed 
for their feeble effort toward the bring- 
ing of the several other A. F. of L. 
Railroad unions into a closely knitted 
strike allance and making the R. iR. 
Department of the A. F. of L. something 
more than a soft spot for such job hold- 
ing scoundrels as Bert M Jewel. 

It ls just at such a Unit 1 , when the 
workers are compelled to suffer the con- 
sequences of past indifference, that the 
lessons flowing from past experience 
must be hammered home to them. In 
such a time, the logic of the militant 
minority has tenfold force. Those who 
waste too much time on the scoundrelly 
acts of the officials are often wont to 
divert attention from the more perman- 
ent lessons that the working class must 
learn before any lasting improvement 
can be made in their status. 

Unless the events over the entire per- 
iod from the end of the war onward are 
understood and explained, all comment 
on the present situation will be weli 
nigh unless tq the Railroad worker. The 
whole history must be reviewed and in- 
terrupted in language understandable to 
the working class. Treachery of the of- 
ficials either past, present or future must 
not be allowed to become an excuse for 
individual desertions from the ranks of 
the old unions. The weaknesses and 
mistakes of the rank and file must not be 
minimized. They must be brought out in 
the open in order that they may he over- 
come and they can be overcome only by 
militant activity and real solidarity. 
There must be no deserting of the un- 
ions at the critical moment. The work- 
ers must be made to understand that 
the crying need is One Big Union of all 
the Railroad workers from the track la- 
borer to the "Hoger" and that the way 
to get it is 60 work for it. By substitut- 
ing unity for dissension, and solidarity 
for petty self-interest, the Railroad work- 
er can not only regain all lost ground 
but can march aihead to new victories 
and the six hour day for the entire Rail- 
road industry. 

—J. M. AGITATOR. 



Lectures on the History of 
the Communist International 

On Wednesday, March 9th when com- 
rade Shachtman begins his series of 
eight lectures on the History of the Com- 
munist Intranational, the Left Opposi- 
tion, in New York, will take another 
step to provide workers with an edeua- 
tion along Marxian lines which the 
Stalinists have distorted to fit the needs 
of their factional strangulaition of the 
party. The subject was chosen with 
this view in mind. 

The lectures will trace the- rise and 
development of the Third International 
■under Lenin and Trdfsky ; Its Staliniza- 
tion and degeneration subsequent to 
Lenin's death, and Its future perspec- 
tives. The lectures will be popular and 
designed to raise class consciousness as 
well as to equip workers with accurate 
factual data theoretically along the lines 
of Marxism-Leninism. 



HISTORY OF THE COMMUNIST 
INTERNATIONAL 

A Series of Eight Popular Lectures 
For Workers 

by 
Max Shachtman 
March 9th— Origins of the Third In- 
ternational 
March 16th— The Pounding of ihe New 

International 
March 23rd— The Twenty-One Condi- 
tions of the International 
March 30th— The Struggle for the Con- 
quest of the Masses 
April fith — The Last Leninist Congress 

April 13th— The First Victory of the 

Right-Centrist Reaction 
April 30th— The Triumpit of the Epi- 
gones 
April 37th— The Future of the Third 
International — What Next 
at the 
LABOR TEMPLE— 14rh St., and 2nd Ave. 
at 8 P. M. 
QUESTIONS and DISCUSSION. 
Admission 15e per lecture 

$1 for the course 

« Young Spartacus* No. 4 Out 

The March issue of the Young Spar- 
tactis is ready for sale and distribution. 
It contains a summarized article by 
comrade Trotsky on Germany and Fasc- 
ism, a report by Albert Glotzer on Im- 
peialist War and the Class Struggle, a 
report of the Young Communist League — 
Young People's Socialist League debate, 
an article on the murder of Harry 
Simms, one of the "Logic of the Theory 
of National Socialism", a brief bio- 
graphical sketch of Karl Marx and 
other Interesting Items. 

The comrades should make efforts for 
effective distribution and sale of the 
Young Spartacus. 

The editorial board of the Young 
Spartacus wishes to apologize for the 
four blank pages which accompany some 
of the copies of this issue. Due to a 
misunderstanding the "form" of the 
Young Spartacus was removed from the 
press before the press work had been 
completed, and its contents distributed. 
We had no alternative but to use the 
eight page copies (four pages printed 
and four blank). These copies contain 
the complete issue of our paper. 
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BERLIN, Feb. 16, 1932 

The terrible effects of the crisis, in- 
creasing in its intensity, are apparent to 
all. At present, the articles of the Am- 
erica!! reporter. Knickerbocker, are mak- 
ing their way through the world press. 
It must be said that he does not exag- 
gerate at all. The' hordes of beggars 
and prostitutes are growing on the streets 
daily : a symptom of the constantly 
spreading misery. But even those who 
do have work, nnd it impossible to live 
a normal life on their ever more and 
more reduced "wages". 

Utider these eircum stances it is rather 
astonishing, on first consideration, that 
no strikes whatsoever broke out at the 
time of the last wage cut, in January, 
despite the fact that the C. P. G. agit- 
ated for strikes with nil its forces, once 
again sacrificed a good number of the 
tew who still remain with it in the fac- 
tories. But the cause here is the same 
as that for the lack Of all the Other ac- 
tivities. By its false "third period" 
tactics, the party has Isolated itself from 
the masses organized in the trade un- 
ions, who form the decisive element for 
any sort of action. In this maimer. 
the masses who want to fight remain 
. without leadership, and the leadership 
that wants to fight— without masses. 
This new bankruptcy of the trade un- 
ion tactics in the course of the strike 
attempts in January has caused the bur- 
eaucracy to carry out a certain turn in 
trade union policy with increased en- 
ergy ; that is, all forces are now being 
concentrated for the work in the trade 
unions. But unfortunately, this work is 
being carried on in such a spirit that 
great successes cannot be expected. 
NAZI TERROR INCREASES 

The most striking feature of the sit- 
uation—and one should not be distract- 
ed from this by all the parliamentary 
maneuvers — is the growth of the Nation- 
al Socialist movement, if not in numbers, 
then i" power, in spite of all the minor 
injuries inflicted on Hitler. The extra- 
parliamentary activity of the Nazis has 
once again taken a big bound. Only to 
mention two examples (which, by the 
way, have taken place right in the midst 
of Red Berlin): an assault by Nazis on 
a workers' colony in Felse neck— entirely 
after the ltajian model— and the dis- 
ruption of a protest meeting attended by 
several thousand Communists by a few 
hundred Nazis. The latter case is al- 
together unheard-of. It is the first time 
such a thing has happened. Here, as 
well as in the case of other murders of 
workers, and, in the scuffles at the uni- 
versities it is naturally the Communists 
who are arrested. The Nazis are gen- 
erally set free. Is it at all surprising, 
\yhen Minister Greener— and that is very 
significant too— who still hauled Nazi 
officers before a court martial a year 
ago, today opens up the "republican" 
army for the Nazis? In order to round 
out the picture, we ,must also mention 
that the organizers of the pogrom of 
which we have spoken above, and in 
particular a certain Count Helldorf, 
have all been acquitted. 

With regard to the presidential elec- 
tions, we have reported before. It is, 
of course, self-evident that the Left Op- 
position will, as always, support the can- 
didate of the party. The very probable 
renunciation of a candidacy of its own 
in favor of Hindenburg by the S. P. G. 
will naturally offer exceptionally favor- 
able opportunities- for the Communists in 
the election struggle. The task imposed 
by this, namely, to take advantage of 
the parliamentary gain for extra-parlia- 
mentary actions will, however, be pos- 
sile only with a turn in the tactics of the 
C. P. 
UNTED FRONT IS ONLY SOLUTION 

The position of the S. I'. G. in the 
presidential elections is naturally break- 
ing up its "iron front", created under 
such hopeful circumstances, almost im- 
mediately. That was a bloc of all re- 
publican organizations for a struggle 



made their attempt at the establish- 
ment of one like it — superfluous. Part 
of them have gone over to the Centrist 
party, the others wan/, to go back. What 
will become of this former part of the 
Brandlerltes in the further course of 
the process of development inside the 
S. L. P. G., it is hard to say with cer- 
tainty, in advance. The perspectives 
are not very good for them, since Walch- 
er, Froelich, e.c, have a very great, 
but nevertheless very questionable tradi- 
tion (1923) behind them. 

It is also juite indisputable that with 
even the meagre activities of the German 
Opposition, great parts of the S. L. P. 
G. will, at er they have convinced them- 
selves of the impossibility of their fun- 
damental idea (or rather, fundamental 



mistakes, — the creation of a new Com- 
munist party— place themselves on the 
positions of the Left Opposition and 
fight with us to reform '.he party. For 
it is hard to describe the extraordinary 
popularity that comrade Trotsky enjoys 
within the ranks of these workers who 
are coming from reformism to ithe rev- 
olution. No wonder. These workers 
feel no need of the theoretical margar- 
ine of Brandler-Thalheimer or .he stam- 
mering of Thaelmann; they are anxious 
to learn Communism at its source. This 
has not only instigated the Stalinists 
to a new campaign of slander, but even 
Brandler couid not sleep peacefully un- 
til he too had contributed in his mori- 
bund little sheet, his comiwund of falsi- 
fica ion and insults under the mislead- 
ing title, "theoretical article", which was 
quite worthy of a Yaroslavsky. But 
this will not stop the onmarch of the 
Trotsky pamphlets, which speak on. that 
which millions of workers feel as a nee 
essity. 

— B. BAUER. 



ATHENS, GREECE 

On January 23, there died in the 
Municipal Hospital of Athens, comrade 
Theodore Papoucoupoulos, for two years 
a member of the Archie-Marxist Youth. 
Comrade Paboucoupolos and nine other 
members of our organization were ar- 
rested during the illegal demonstrations 
on the Fourteenth Anniversary of <tihe 
Russian Revolution and condemned to 
42 months of imprisonment and depor- 
tation. Imprisoned in the Averoff Re- 
formatory he was savagely maltreated 
by the guards because of his revolution- 
ary attitude. All the comrades were 
healten up for 10 consecutive hours on 
the flat of their feet. As a result of 
this maltreatment, our comrade 1'uhou- 
coupolos suffered from a swelling ami 
a gangrine developed. His leg was am- 



The Spanish Communist Party in the Revolution 



Points of similarity in the Russian and 
the Spanish revolution can be found in 
numerous questions. It is when a com- 
parison is made between the state of 
the revolutionary party in both countries 
that the striking contrast is found. The 
Bolshevik party under Lenin and Trot- 
sky was fully equipped for the struggle 
for power and drove inexorably and 
successfully towards that aim. In Spain, 
the Communist party, deprived of rud- 
der, sails and crew by the ravaging 
storms of Stalinism has floundered help- 
lessly in the trough of events and has 
served as one of the principal factors 
slackening the progress of the proletarian 
victory. 

It does not always take a revolution- 
ary situation to demonstrate the disastr- 
ous effects of eight years of the domina- 
tion of Centrism in the Communist In- 
ternational. But such a situation does 
reveal with the clarity of a flash of 
lightning the wreckage in the field of 
ideas and organization which the Stalin- 
ist current has left in the wake of its 
campaign against "Trotskyism", that is,, 
against the tested principles of Marxism.' 
The tragedy of the Chinese revolution is 
to be attributed to it. The setbacks 
suffered by the proletarian movement in 
England during the big strikes six years 
ago, -in Austria during the Vienna in- 
surrection, in Germany for the last few 
years, in short, wherever the Commun- 
ists have been confronted with historic 
tasks, may be traced directly to the poi- 
sonous doctrines distilled in the labor- 
atories of the Stalin machine. Now the 
"great organizers of defeat" are diligent- 
ly pursuing their appointed task in 
Spain. The responsibility for the situa- 
tion lies directly in the hands of the 
central Stalinist clique, for it has ruth- 
lessly extirpated any sign of independent 
thought and leadership in the national 
sections, substituting for them puppets 
in office who practise a servile obedience 
towards the "infallible chiefs"— a con- 
dition which has one advantage : it makes 
it impossible for these chiefs to unload 
the responsibility for defeat upon any 
body else, try as they will. 
MANUILSKY ADMITS ERRORS 

It 13 a truism to affirm that no small 
question is involved. The question of 
the Communist ivarty is decisive in the 
Spanish revolution. Only anarchists can 
believe that without a proletarian van- 
guard organized into a political party 
for the purpose of leading the class to 
power, and capable of reaching that 
goal, the workers of Spain can achieve 
their emancipation. But in actuality, 
one of the main reasons for the persist- 
ent strength of the anarchists in^ the 
Spanish labor movement has been the 
absence of such a party. Just look at 
the following, great condensed record of 
the official party leadership, registered, 
moreover, in a revolutionay period when 
uncorrected small errors assume down- 
right threatening proportions. 

Every Communist infant now "knows" 
that one of the unforgivable crimes of 



Paris with posters announcing: "Nothing 
has changed in Spain!") 

As soon as the party leaders woke up 
to the fact that a revolution had taken 
place under their very noses, they pro- 
ceeded to "act with determination". 
While the masses of workers and pea- 
sants, and certainly the petty bourge- 
oisie, were still reeling deliriously under 
the influence of their democratic illus- 
ions, the party contended itself with 
flinging into a void the "radical" slo- 
gan: Down with the bourgeois republic! 
Partial slogans like urging the seizure 
of land by the peasant, were scornfully 
puhsed aside and in their place the slo- 
gan of Soviets was issued as a slogan 
for immediate action, and of course, 
"Soviets under the leadership of the 
Communist party". Naturally, neither 
the workers nor rhe peasants paid the 
slightest attention to such fantastic ab- 
surdities. The Stalinists acted through- 
out like the man who has come too 
late for his train and then, after going 
home because "there is still time for 
the next one", misses that one too. 

The interest in democratic demands 
aroused in the masses by the fall of the 
monarchy found no reflection in the ac- 
tivities and slogans of the official party. 
Neither by word or deed did it give the 
masses any indication that oniy the 
proletariat and its revolution could real- 
ly solve the democratic tasks with which 
Spain is still confronted. In this man- 
ner, it lengthened the term of imprison- 
ment to which the popular masses were 
condemned in the ranks of the repub- 
lican and socialist demagogues who were 
thus enabled to pursue their hypocritical 
course of unfulfilled and unfulfillabie 
promises. 

In the trade union field the party 
piled blunder upon blunder. And here 
it had to deal not oniy with the social 
democracy which was already discredit- 
ed among the majority of the workers 
(although it still remains no mean fac- 
tor], but with the anarchists and syn- 
dicalists who had a revolutionary pres- 
tige among the masses which only an 
intelligent Marxian policy could possible 
shake. Instead, therefore, of sinking 
the roots of the party in the National 
Confederation of Labor (anarcho-syndi- 
calist) and the General Union of Work- 
ers (Socialist), the party was forced by 
Its leadership to waste invaluable time 
in what the official Comintern critic 
(Stirner) now <>alls "the premature 
creation of small and lifeless Red trade 
unions". Kesult: in the socialist trade 
unions, the Communist influence remains 
quite negligible. In the anarchist -un- 
ions, with hundreds of thousands of 
members and the decisive influence upon 
the workers, the party's hold Is just as 
inconsequential. In fact, throughout 
Catalonia, the industrial heart of Spain 
and the seat of power of the N. C. of 
L., the Communist party does not even 
exist because the vast bulk of the or- 
ganized Communist workers have been 



inexcusably surrendered to the mercies 
of the Right wing faction of Maurin and 
Co. 

To say that the internal regime in the 
Spanish party does not differ essentially 
from the one prevailing in the other na- 
tional sections, is already enough to 
give any even half -experienced Commun- 
ist worker a clear idea us to what is 
meant. For months during the early 
period of the revolution, the Madrid 
'Executive Committee", composed of a 
handful of bureaucrats, ruled despotical- 
ly in the name of Spanish Communism 
without uny mandate except the rights 
arbitrarily conferred upon them by their 
Moscow superiors, in the purely papal 
sense. Critical and even questioning 
voi-ces in the ranks were either com- 
manded to be stilled, or else their pos- 
sessors were summarily expelled from 
the party. Bullejos-Trila-Adame — this 
unholy trinity has become a by-word in 
tho ranks of Spanish Communism, and 
even inside the official party. Workers 
supporting the Left Opposition found 
themselves promptly removed from the 
party's membership list. The best-known 
and most popular leaders and founders 
of the Spanish Communist movement 
were expelled for "Trotskyism", and 
that is why such comrades as Jaun An- 
drade, Andres Nin, Henri Lacroix, Luis 
I'alacios, Esteban Bilbao and scores of 
others of the same caliber are today 
outside the ranks of official Communism, 
which docs not, it is true, diminish their 
activity for the revolutionary movement 
by one lota. 

Whole districts and groups have been 
expelled, and in cases with disastrous 
consequences. The best example of the 
latter is the case of the Catalonian Fed- 
eration which resisted the false trade 
union line of Messrs. Bullejos and Adame 
and fought against party bureaucratism. 
The arbitrary expulsions winch follow- 
ed results in Right wing confusionists 
like Ma-urin being enabled virtually to 
take over the Catalonian Communist 
movement, while the official party re- 
mains with scarcely a nucleus through- 
out the district. But for that, elements 
have made their way into the party who 
can only disgrace its name. The worst 
instance is the appointment of Angel 
Pumarega as editor of the party's re- 
cently established daily paper in Madrid. 
Pumarega is the creature who, while 
imprisoned with Other Communist lead- 
ers under the Primo dictatorship, wrote 
from his 'cell to plead for medcy and 
liberation on the basis of his complete 
renunciation of Communism and the as- 
surance that he would quit all politics. 
The release by the magnanimous Primo 
of this despicable renegade only enabled 
the latter to devote his talents for a 
long time to the reactionary gangster 
"trade unions" organized by Martinez 
Anido in Barcelona. Now, while the 
party is carefully purged of all "conn 
ter-revolutionary Trotskyists", the 
(Continued on last column) 



putated, but the poison spread all over 
his organism and after 50 days of 
martyrdom he succumbed. 

Here is a version of the incidents that 
took place on ithe day of his burial, ac- 
cording to the bourgeois Journal "Elef- 
toros Anttiropos" of January 24. 

"The Communist Incidents of Yester- 
day: 

"The Communist Injured at Averoff 
Dies 

"During the Funeral Fighting Takes 
Place 

"Clashes between Police and Archio- 
Marxists 

"Attacks Made to Snatch Away the 
Corpse 

"Yesterday morning the young Com- 
munist Paboucoupolos died at the Mun- 
icipal Hospital, where he had been trans- 
ferred from Averoff Prison, to which he 
was committed with other Communists 
for violating ithe Anti-Communist Law, 
and at which he was maltreated by a 
guard. At the Hospital, his foot was 
amputated, but it was impossible to save 
him. The death of the young Commun- 
ist I'a bo ucou polos, due, according to the 
hospital physicians, to septic poisoning 
caused by the injury, provoked bloody 
battles between police and Communists 
at his funeral yesterday. The fighting 
was provoked In the following manner: 
"As soon as the death of the young 
worker Paboucoupolos became known, 
the Organization of the Bolshevik-Lenin- 
ists (Archio-Marxists) circulated the 
leaflet prirtted below among the work- 
ers: 



1 'Workers : Your comrade Paboucoup- 



took place between police and Archio- 
Marxists resulting In one policeman be- 
ing wounded and in the arrest of seven 
workers." 

At the time of their arrest for 
the demonstration of the Fourteenth 
Anniversary, our comrades declared 
before the Tribunal that they were 
Bolshevik- Leninists. A lawyer com- 
rade defended them. The official 
organ of the party did not breathe ft 
word of ail this and classified them as 
members of the party. Seven days after 
our paper Pali Ton Taxeon brought news 
of the crime committed in the prison, 
the party paper launched an attack 
aaginst the state for the maltreatment 
of comrade Paboucoupolos, whom it 
called a member of the Young Commun- 
ist League affiliated to the party. The 
young martyr wrote a letter, published 
in the Pali (The letter mentioned ap- 
peared in The Militant of January 0, 1032 
—Ed.) 

The party organ did not breathe a 
word about it, but continued to exploit 
the fact in the branches of the I. L. D. 
where they refused to let our comrades 
take the floor. At the same time, the 
I. L. D, forgot the martyr and failed to 
'send iiitn either medicaments or food. 
The day of his death they went so far 
us to demand the corpse for the funer- 
al, although the .deceased was a mem- 
ber of our organization and despite the 
fact that his brother is also a sympath- 
izer of ours. At the grave, a Stalinist 
] outraged all those present with the 
I shout '-Down with the Arch io- Fascists", 



cen- 



against Fascism, carrying on a thea.ric-^ " Trots i,yi 9I n" is its penchant for "leap- 
al campaign with many well attended jng over stages ", f or "not distinguishing" 
meetings, which had, to be sure, very 
little practical value for the fight against 
the Fascists, but did nevertheless effect 
the dissatisfied S. P. G. m embers so 
<t rougly that the growth of the Social- 
ist Labor Party (the split-off from the 
S. P. C), for example, had come to 
a standstill. At the present, only a 
united front policy, as outlined by com- 
rade Trotsky In his latest pamphlets, 
is needed to drive a deep wedge into 
their ranks. 

To report more in detail about the 
S L P. G. very much space is required, 
for this prototype of a Centrist party 
has almost as many tendencies as mem- 
bers There can be no doubt that 
rapid process of differentiation is going 
to take place within i. On the one 
side, in the direction of reformism, to- 
wards which a great part of the leader- 
ship doubtlessly tends, and in the dir- 
ection of Communism, to which a great 
part of the worker members stands very 
■close Not a few of them will stop at 
Stalinist Centrism, if it will not only 
turn slightly in the German question. 
'These are aided by preparatory work on 
the part of ihose Brandlerltes in the 
g. L. P. G. who preach against critic- 
ism In the international and the Rus- 
sian questions. It is well-known that 
the "genuine" Brandlerltes themselves 
are on their way back to Stalin. The 
creation of an equal Centrist party has 



between the democratic and the socialist 
stages of the resolution. This stupid 
falsehood has been dinned into the ears 
of every nev^ recruit to the movement. 
No doubt but that the present leaders of 
the Spanish party accused their own 
Oppositionists of the same thing. But 
when the monarchy was overthrown, 
these revolutionary savants, far from 
"leaping over" any stages, simply failed 
to see that a "new stage" had been 
reached. In this line of thought they 
were merely giving a faithful imitation 
of Manuilsky and the other annotated 
leaders of the Comintern, which did not 
prevent one of Ithe official scapegoat- 
finders from stating (correctly, but more 
than a year afterward] ) that : 

"The party was taken by surprise by 
the fall of the monarchy; it saw In it 
nothing more than a change of front 
without seeing the change in the class 
relationships, end in principle it roundly 
denied that the bourgeois-democratic rev- 
olution has commenced." 

In other words, the Stalinists, who 
have introduced into Marxism the posi- 
tively gifted idea of the bourgeois rev- 
olution "growing over into" the social- 
ist .revolution, made the simple mistake 
of not recognizing the bourgeois-dem- 
ocratic revolution even when it burst 
before them with a deafening roar. (Af- 
ter the fall of the monarchy, the French 
Communist Party plastered the walls of 
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olos is dead. A victim of bourgeois 
savagery, this young worker has given 
his life to the struggle for bread and 
freedom of our class. The butchers have 
slain him in the prisons. 

" 'Workers : Do not allow this crime 
to pass unpunished. Raise your voice 
in protest and prepare the ferment of 
revenge. All out to his funeral today 
at 8 o'clock near the Church of the 
First Cemetery. Follow our young com- 
rade to his last resting place! Down 
with the capitalist assassins! The mar- 
tyrs of our cause must not he forgot- 
'ten! 

Organization of the Bolshevik- 
Leninists (Archie-Marxist 
Left Opposition) 
"At 3 o'clock promptly, the Archio- 
Marxists began to arrive in groups and 
demanded that the corpse be handed 
over to them for -the funeral. The bro- 
ther of the victim and his parents ap- 
peared for the same purpose. But the 
police gathered in front of the Hospital, 
and executing the orders of the Police 
Department, refused to hand over the 
ohdy of Paboucoupolos to the Archio- 
Marxists. In view of the refusal of 
the police to grant the demands of the 
Archio-Marxists and the insistance of 
he latter on taking possession of the 
body of their comrade, saying that "he 
belonged to them", the incidents men- 
tioned above took place. Seeing that 
the assembled would not depart even if 
they attempted to disperse them by 
force, the police tried to remove the 
corpse through a door at the rear end 
of the Hospital, out of the sight of the 
Communists. 

"After the transfer of the corpse, the 
Archio-Marxists were informed that the 
dead had been interred in the First Cem- 
etery. 
"An attack against the Police 
"Following this, the Archio-Marxists 
turned en masse to the First Cemetery. 
But a great contingent of police gath- 
ered there, with Chief of Police Nascos 
at their head. 

"At the First Cemetery the Archio- 
Marxists again demanded that the corpse 
of Paboucoupolos be given to them, but 
the police refused and occupying the 
gates to the cemetery, prohibited them 
from entering. Upon this attitude on the 
part of the police, the Archio-Marxists 
began to climb the walls and In several 
minutes they were all inside the cem- 
etery. Once inside, they attacked the 
police, entered the chapel of the cem- 
etery and took possession of the unfor- 
tunate Taboucoupolos. Immediately, 
they .hoisted the dead on their shoulders 
and started to sing revolutionary fun- 
eral songs in preparation to the inter- 
ment The police, with fresh reen- 
forcements, commanded the Archio-Marx- 
ists to abandon the dead and to leave. 
They refused. A lively scuffle took 
place between police and Archio-Marx- 
ists. The police finally succeeded in dis- 
persing the Archio-Marxists, chasing 
thorn with nightsticks among the graves. 
Later on the police burled the dead 
after an official ceremony. 

"But the Incidents of yesterday did 
not end at the cemetery. The dispersed 
Archio-Marxists reformed their ranks In 
front of the University to protest the 
unjust seizure of the dead by the police. 
Three speakers harrangued the crowd, 
attacking the police, condemning its in- 
terference and characterising it as "un- 
heard-of cruelty" . . . Later the Arch 10 - 
Marxists headed for the Court House. A 
committee petitioned the District Attor- 
ney protesting against the attitude of 
the police and declared for the first 
time, relatives and friends have not 
been allowed to bury their dead, en- 
trusted to policemen with nightsticks! 
The District Attorney declared himself 
Incompetent to act in the matter. After 
the committee left the Court House, new 
incidents were provoked. A skirmish 



but the worker-members of the party, 



who had joined in our united front, sil- 
enced him. The party membership con- 
sidered the dead as a member of the 
working class. But the Stalinist bureau'- 
crats attempted to exploit him for their 
own ends, not mentioning anywhere that 
the victim was a mmbr of our or- 
ganization. 

..Pali Ton Taxeon, in its editorial on 
January 2G, drew the following conclu- 
sions; 

"The death of comrade Paboucoupolos 
has given the members and sympathizers 
■of the Communist party an opportunity 
to demonstrate their sentiments. Despite 
the efforts of the Stalinist bureaucracy 
to exploit comrade Pa boucou polos, as is 
its custom in other working class ques- 
tions, the workers of the party under- 
stood that the victim was a victim of 
their class and they realized the united 
front with us in their chagrin at the 
actions of the bureaucrats as they have 
realized it in the course of the struggle. 
For them, the Archio- Marxist Paboucou- 
polos was a revolutionist and a member 
of a revolutionary Communist organiza- 
tion. The Stalinist bureaucracy is re- 
sponsible before the workers of having 
attempted to transform the dead into a 
banner for its own exploitation against 
our organization. The workers have 
judged them and condemned them for 
it." 

The Memorial Meeting 
On the First of- February, our organ- 
ization organized a memorial meeting 
for comrade Paboucoupolos. 1500 work- 
ers participated. Hloody clashes took 
place in front of the cemetery where the 
police force attacked with stones for a 
whole hour until it was finally forced 
to shoot at the demonstrators, to dis- 
perse them. Later on, demonstrations 
were held in the town proper. 141 were 
arrested, but due to the broad partici- 
pation of the working class and its mili- 
tant manifestations, the arrested were 
set free. This has aroused the fury of 
the bourgeoisie and the judges respon- 
sible for the acquittals have been sev- 
erely reprimanded. 

The Stalinists fixed another hour for 
the memorial in order not to permit 
their sympathizers to come in contact 
with us. We defeated this maneuver by 
appearing at the hour set by them. We 
took the initiative in the demonstration 
ami we transformed it into a success 
. for our organization. The following day, 
the official organ of the party was forced 
to admit that paboucoupolos was an 
Archio-Marxists. 



Spanish C.P. in Revolution 

(Continued on column four) 
tral party organ is edited by the turn- 
coat Pumarega, which is, perhaps, as it 
should he, under the Stalinist regime. 
With the conditions in almost perfect 
harmony for the progress of the Com- 
munist party, with virtually everything 
in its favor, the party has nevertheless 
only made the slightest gains, gains 
which, considering the possibilities, are 
really closer to losses. Instead of dom- 
inating the stage of events, official Com- 
munism drags out a distracted existence 
somewhere in the wings. Stalinism has 
robbed it of its vigor, paralyzed its 
limbs, upset its ideological balance, div- 
ested- it of its power to attract the mass- 
es. Only a stiff antidote of Marxism 
will enable the Communist movement 
to shake off this noxious disease. Com- 
munism is not dead in Spain, as its en- 
emies hope. It has only been momentar- 
ily prostrated by Centrism, and it will 
revive with new strength under the in- 
fluence of the Left Opposition. The 
Bolshevik -Leninists of that country al- 
ready number a thousand strong and 
they bear the future in their hands. 
—MAX SHACHTMAN. 
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Leon Trotsky: The History «f the; R*a- 
slan Revofotlofe Volume 1: Tie Over- 
throw ot Tzarism.— Translated by Max 
Eastman. — published by Simon and 
Schuster, Inc., New York.— $4.00. 

With tie enforced leisure Imposed 
upon him by the Stalinist faction for 
the past four years, the organizer of the 
Red Army, the comrade-in-arms of Lenin, 
has forged another great weapon for the 
international working class hi Its strug- 
gle for a higher form of society, for 
liberation from the capitalist yoke. And 
that is precisely what his History of the 
Russian Revolution is. A weapon; a man- 
ual of action for the proletarian rev 
olutionists the world over. 

If the Russian revolution In itself 
served to inspire fn thousands of prole- 
tarian fighters In every country the spirit 
of Bolshevik internationalism, then this 
History of the Russian Revolution, by 
the scientific analysis of its inner pro- 
cesses, will teach these fighters how to 
put that spirit into practice. 

Without for one moment leaving out 
of sight the broad historical outlines of 
the event, Trotsky displays a painstak- 
ing devotion to detail, a penetrating pre- 
occupation with the minutest shadings of 
action, policy and thought suffh as only 
a craftsman is capable of. The whole 
gigantic scene, all of Its complicated 
mechanism, rises before the reader with 
the whole lucidity of its deep Internal 
logic. Neither the intrigues and coun- 
ter-Intrigues of the reactionary camaril- 
las within the decrepit Romanov mon- 
archy, nor the nuances of policy among 
the representatives of the big bourge- 
oisie, nor the squirming and vacillation 
of the petty bourgeois leaders are left 
out of account Each is accorded Its 
proper place and weight in the continuity 
of the narrative, each is evaluated from 
the point of view of the tactics of the 
revolutionary party. 

The major place, however, is of course 
ceded to the chief actor In the immense 
drama* — to the masses. "The most Indu- 
bitable feature of a revolution Is the dir- 
ect interference of the masses in his- 
toric events." And It Is the study of the 
revolutionary consciousness of the mass- 
es In action that makes the book doubly 
valuable for the Communist ' militant. 
Here, the masses are shown marching 
ahead with determination while their 
"leaders" torn and twist and attempt to 
avoid struggle. Here the masses are 
shown smashing . through the hardened 
shell of the conservative ideology accu- 
mulated by them in the course of peace- 
ful times by bold, revolutionary, every- 
day activity. 

The picture of the masses streaming 
into the streets In February to proclaim 
the downfall of the Romanovs, while the 
"democratic" MIrukovS plead with the 
doomed dynasty for a "constitutional re- 
gime" ; the picture of the masses demon- 
strating openly for the dismassal of Mil* 
ukov in April, while Kerensky and Tser- 
etelli and the other conciliators tremble 
lest the bourgeoisie leave all the power 
to them; and once again the picture of 
the masses rallying to the Bolshevik 
banner against the "offensive" in June, 
white Kerensky and Tseretelli prepare 
to outlaw the Bolsheviks as German 
spies, are only a few of the impressions 
that will help bring home the lesson of 
the tremendous historical importance of 
the masses to those who are dedicated 
to lead them In fthe struggles to come. 

The masses are not to be trifled with. 
In the last analysis, it la they who de- 
cide, who and what shall prevail. And 
It is this fact that the Communists, who 
are needed by the masses Just as much 
as they need them, must understand. 
"For better or worse, the revolutionary 
party bases Its tactics upon a calculation 
of the changes of mass consciousness." 
Just to talk about the masses and their 
role, to not enough. It is necessary to 
understand what Is going on in their 
minds. "However, the processes taking 
place in the consciousness of the masses 
are not unrelated and Independent . . . 
consciousness is determined by condi- 
tions." To understand these conditions 
and their reflections in the mind of the 
people, a revolutionary, Marxist party 
la needed for "the active orientation of 
the masses by a method of successive 
approximations". Without a Marxist 
understanding of the character of the 
Russian revolution, of the relationship 
of class forces within it, and of the spe- 
cific period of time In which it broke 
out, a successful conclusion was un- 
thinkable. And it was just this under- 
standing that Lenin brought to the Boly 
shevtk party in April 101T, when, the 
Bolshevik leaders, along with the other 
political chiefs, lagged behind the con- 
sciousness of the masses. 

Lenin's rearming of the party is re- 
garded by Trotsky as the most Impor- 
tant factor in shaping the course of the 
revolution. Just as the "Interference of 
the masses" formed the unmistakable 
general feature of the revolution, the 
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rearming of the revolutionary party, and 
the orientation of the masses subsequ- 
ent to that, lent it its specific ultimate 
Character, in the chapter, - "Rearming 
the Party", the role of the proletarian 
vanguard and that of the revolutionary 
leadership as a whole, i« expounded with 
convincing precision. The personality 
of Lenin, his Indispensable value for the 
progress of the masses to power, Is cast 
in Its true light. His great historical 
significance Is enhanced by an objective, 
Marxist evaluation. Lenin's was the 
power of determining Hie conditions of 
the consciousness of the masses and of 
''actively orientating the masses by a 
method of successive approximations". 
jAnd It was this power of Lenin's, com- 
bined with the "interference of the 
masses" of the party itself In the rearm- 
ing of the party (up to then disorientated 
by Kamenev, Molotov and Stalin) that 
brought the Bolsheviks to the fore as 
the veritable leaders of the revolution. 

Of especial -value to the theoretical 
considerations involved in the estimate 
of the February revolution, is the ap- 
pendix to the chapter "Peculiarities of 
Russia's Development". The dangerous 
practical implications of a schematic 
conception of the dialectics of economic 
development are pointed out in all their 
ahjarpness. •Without a realistic, Marx- 
ist view of the specific character of Rus- 
sia, without applying the Marxist theory 
of the permanent revolution to it, It is 
impossible to grasp the logic of the 
events or 1917. How can the Impotence 
and the amazingly rapid elimination from 
power of the Russian bourgeoisie be un- 
derstood without It? How can the dom- 
inating role of the young and numerically 
weak Russian proletariat be conceived 
of, from a different point of view? 
Those who are inclined to consider his 
characterisations of Kerensky, Millukov 
and the other protagonists of the big 
and the petty bourgeoisie as caused by 
personal malice only fall to give the 
slightest attention to Trotsky's scienti- 
fically grounded analysis of the social 
basis that produced them. Trotsky can- 
not be held responsible for the ridicul- 
ous spectacle of the Kerenskys and Mlli- 
ukovs any more than he can be held 
responsible for the precarious position of 
the Russian bourgeoisie In 1917. That 
was merely due to the peculiarities of 
historical development. And the same 
holds true for the portraits of Stalin, 
Tseretelli, Kamenev and the others, as 
well. 

The chapter of "The Peasantry" ,is 
particularly significant in so far as It 
explodes the myth of the Stalinist epi- 
gones of an eternal alliance between 
the proletariat and the peasantry— -as 
though It were created In heaven. It 
was certainly not Lenin wno developed 
this disastrous theory which has since 
his death produced such frightful re- 
sults In China and elsewhere. Lenin's 
conception of the alliance with peasantry 
like Trotsky's, was based on the tem- 
porary relationships of forces within the 
country. It was precisely the weakness 
of the bourgeoisie and the immature de- 
velopment of capitalism in Russia, Trot- 
sky points out, that made the peasantry — 
always Incapable of Independent action — 
more amenable to an alliance with the 
proletariat. The agrarian problem of 
the Russia of 1917 and the actual atti- 
tude of Lenin towards it, are presented 
with telling proof. 

• • * • 

The History of the Russian Revolution 

Is a challenge to the bourgeois historians, 
it is a challenge to the social democrats 
and the Stalinists as well. Retracing the 
events step by step, illuminating each 
Btep with Irrefutable facts and docu- 
ments, Trotsky builds up the Bolshevik 
resume of the February revolution, and 
flings historic truth In the face of all 
the slanders and distortions to which 
this great event has been subjected in 
the past. It once more proves that only 
the Marxists can afford today to say 
what is, to speak out the truth. Without 
feigning historical Impartiality, beneath 
the cloak of which reaction so desper- 
ately attempts to spread Its deadly poi- 
son, Trotsky gives a fearless and objec- 
tive account of events as they took place. 
The right to draw his own conclusions 
from the facts no one can deny him. 
That is his revolutionary duty. But. in 
order that "his conclusions may be most 
effective for the progress of the revolu- 
tion, the Marxist knows tbat he must 
base them upon reality. 

The great work of comrade Trotsky 
is so packed with action, so closely cem- 
ented with documents, so impregnated 
with powerful revolutionary lessons, 
that a brief review like the present 
cannot, by far, even attempt to do it 
justice: The History of the Russian 
Revolution Is not merely a new publica- 
tion, it is a creation that will become 
part of the life of future revolutionary 
generations. We shall come back to it 
again from time to time. — sg— 



W« are bringing below a chapter from 
a larger work by comrade Rakovsfcy. 
Although the figures cited have, In part, 
grown antiquated and, in part, been 

surpassed, this work is nevertheless of 
^exceptional significance. For the first 
time problems which facilitate a Marx- 
ist examination of the results of the 
five year plan and of the process of de- 
velopment in the Soviet Union are raised 
and subjected to a thorough aunlysis. 

Christian Georgevitch Rakovsky Is one 
•of the most prominent personalities in 
the international revolutionary move- 
ment, with a record of versatile activ 
itles and of participation in the revolu- 
tionary movements of several countries 
behind him. He is now 59 years old. 
42 years of his life— ever since 1889 — 
he bes spent In the revolutionray work- 
ing class movement. Hailing from Ltob- 
ruja (formerly Bulgaria, later Ruman- 
ia), he still enjoys the greatest degree 
of confidence on the part of the Balkan 
proletariat. In the years 1905-1907 he 
founded the Rumanian socialist party 
and trade unions. During the war he 
participated in the Zimmerwald confer- 
ence. The Russian revolution liberated 
him from Imprisonment in Rumania. 
Since then, he occupied some of the 
most important positions In the civil 
war. Elected president of the Ukrainian 
Soviet Republic, he remains at this poet 
for four years, when he is sent to hostile 
England as the Soviet Ambassador to 
that country. From this post he is 
transferred to that of Ambassador to 
France. Wherever he goes, he remains 
faithful to his revolutionary internation- 
alism. ,..He showed himself prepared to 
exchange his position as Ambassador for 
the life of an exile when he saw the 
leadership of the C. P. of the Soviet Un- 
ion deviating from the Marxist line. 
Ever since 1928, he has been living In 
exile, at first in Astrakhan. Physicians 
pointed out that Rakovsky would not, 
at his age, be able to bear the life of 
an exile, that he was doomed to physical 
destruction there. After this, Stlain de- 
ported him to Barnoul in Siberia ! Stalin 
knows that the frightful cold and the 
general climate of that place will de- 
stroy this fighter physically. Every sin- 
cere worker must raise his voice agalnBt 
these shameful deedds. Rakovsky must 
become the model of the revolutionary 
youth that flocks to proletarian interna- 
tionalism. The campaign of physical de- 
struction conducted by Stalin against the 
Bolshevik-Leninists cannot destroy the 
Ideas of the Left Opposition. In spite 
of everything, they are forging ahead 
and penetrating the masses of Commun- 
ist workers.— Ed. 

« * * •■ 

The extraordinarily strong quantita- 
tive Increase in production over that of 
last year Is. absolutely tdnlsputable.Tlie 
gross value of heavy Industry for three 
quarters of this year (1930) amounted 
to 11,705 million Rubles (prices remain- 
ing equal) as against 91,374 million Ru- 
bles for the past year. This Is an in- 
crease of 27.4 per cent. Although this 
increase Is 3.7 per cent lower than that 
prescribed by the plan, it is nevertheless 
to be considered as exceptionally high. 
This would be sufficient ground for op- 
timism, were we to stop with the mere 
mention of the fact, without going into 
an analysis of the accompanying circum- 
stances and phenomena which are bound 
up with this rise In the quantitative co- 
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Lovestonites in . A . C. W . 

(Continued from page 1) 
The Necessity of A Correct Policy 

With a correct policy it is possible to 
reach the masses of clothing workers at 
this time and get them behind a serious 
movement against the betrayals of the 
Hilhnan officialdom, HUlman's grip on 
the organization has been greatly shat- 
tered and his prestige irreparably dam- 
aged. His betrayal of the tailors in the 
strike of last July and the recent wage 
cut Imposed on the hitherto privileged 
cutters have creaeted the conditions for 
a unified struggle. The cutters who paid 
the price .for HUlman's fake struggle 
against racketeer lug are now realizing 
their common Interests with the tailors. 
Hillman's policy of serving the bosses at 
the expense of the masses of clothing 
workers Is forcing him to wipe out ail 
vestiges of union conditions and reduce 
all branches to the lowest level of work- 
ing standards. The bosses have succeed- 
ed in not only breaking tbe condition of 
the workers but also in weakening the 
Hiliman administration. The time is not 
far when they will be ready to discard 
even teh services of the Hiliman bureau- 
cracy as these services are approaching 
the point of exhaustion. When Hiliman 
becomes useless to them, the fight 
against the A. C. W. will be the next 
stage In the history of the Industry. 

The Left wing must be prepared for 
great struggles. The Rank and File 
Committee has a great task to perform. 
The Lovestone Right wing combination 
holds no gains for the clothing workers, 
but it can, however, temporarily succeed 
in misleading the workers and cause 
more betrayals. The Rank and File Com- 
mittee must stave off their demagogic 
advances. This cannot be accomplished 
by merely disrupting their meetings, 
even though they may not deserve any 
other treatment. There should be a con- 
sistent Ideological preparation of Left 
wing forces and the adoption of a correct 
and clear policy. A thorough analysis 
of the past error and a correct approach 
to the present situation will clear the 
way for a much needed Left wing move- 
ment in the A. C. W. 

—ALBERT ORLAND. 
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efficients. I have already pedaled out 
that a growth in the quantity figures 
themselves does not represent an adequ- 
ate criterion for the evaluation of the 
actual growth of the productive forces, 
nor even for determining the existence 
of any such growth in general. A genu- 
ine yardstick for the increase of the 
forces of production, and consequently, 
a guarantee for further raising the quan- 
tity figures, can be given by the follow- 
ing three factors: (1) the basis upon 
which these quantity figures have been 
achieved; (2) the relationship between 
the quantity and the quality coefficients; 
(3) the measure of accumulation and 
extension of industrial capital. 

Two main types of increases in the 
quantity figures are possible: (1) an 
increase on the basis of the extension 
of Investment capital, which is generally 
connected with a rise in tbe productivity 
of htbor (in the Marxist sense of the 
word : i. e., an increase in the product 
of labor, figured per person, on the basis 
of the transition of industry to a high- 
er level); (2) an increase on the basis 
of the old figure for Investment capital 
(and consequently on the old technical 
basis) at the cost of its more intensive 
exploitation. In the latter case, a rise 
In the quantity figures is generally bound 
up with an increase in the intensity of 
labor and with a relatively big growth 
of the labor forces. In practice, both 
these methods of increasing the quantity 
figures generally go hand in, hand, and 
the task before us consists of determin- 
ing the share of each. An exast calcu- 
lation of this is hardly possible (in any 
case it is impossible on the basis of 
the material I have at hand) so tiiat 
it becomes necessary to employ a series 
of indirect indices which, In my opinion, 
suffice to give a general conception of 
the state of affairs. It is indisputable 
that in the course of the lest year a 
certain extension of industrial invest- 
ment capital has taken place regardless 
of the non- fulfillment of the plan in the 
main fields of production and regardless 
-of the Insufficient amortization. It is 
indlsptablc that this is also the case in 
the course of the present year, so that 
an increase of quantity has, to a cer- 
tain extent, taken place also on the 
basis. But when we approach this ques- 
tion trom the other end we are easily 
convinced that In .reality, the rise In 
quantity has taken place on the basis 
of the methods of the second order. We 
have, above all, an enormous increase in 
the burden borne by the old investment 
capital through of the introduction of 
the uninterrupted working week and the 
increase in work shifts. . . . 

According to the control figures, the 
increase in the labor product per worker 
should have "supported itself only In a 
very slight measure on a rise In the in- 
tensity of labor". In practice this has 
worked out differently. Already in the 
first half year the number of workers 
increased 14.3 per cent In comparison 
with the same period of the past year. 
The increase in the number of workers 
surpassed the assumptions of the plan 
more than fourfold. In so far as the 
Increase in the labor product per work- 
er is concerned, that amounted In the 
first half year to about 18-19 per cent 
instead of the 25.3 percent prescribed by 
tbe plan. If we could determine wfflh 
precision to what extent this increase 
In the product of labor took place at 
the cost of improvement In the technical 
basis and to what extent at the cost of 
a rise in the Intensity of labor, that 
would, of course, throw even more light 
on the subject. But at present we can 
only give an approximate calculation on 
the basis of the figures cited above. The 
introduction of the five-day week, in 
connection with uninterrupted work in 
the factory, signifies In itself an Increase 
in the working time of the factory 
equipment amounting to 1-6 or 16.8 per 
cent. If within these three quarters of 
the year about 50 per cent of the work- 
ers, that is, ubout 1-2 of the industry, 
went over to the five day week, then this 
increased exploitation of Investment cap- 
ital alone must have brought with it an 
increa.ae in production of about 8-9 per 
cent. The increase in work shifts must 
have brought an Increase of 1-2 per cent. 
The increase In the number of workers 
tended in the same direction; since it 
took place in a considerable measure at 
the cost of an increase in unskilled 
workers, that meant an opportunity for 
the skilled workers to better exploit the 
equipment Finally, when we take into 
consideration the fact that the transition 
to mn interrupted work in the factories 
meant the automatic abolition of a 



series of idle periods for equipment of 
a purely technical character, then it is 
probably not far from the truth to as- 
sume that 15 per cent of the Increase 
in production is to be attributed to the 
introduction of the five-day week, the 
increase in the work shifts and the 
growth in the number of workers; in 
other words, to the rise in the intensity 
of the exploitation of the equipment* 

The remaining 12 percent are to be 
attributed to the increase in the pro- 
ductivity of labor, to the increase in 
the Intensity of labor and to the exten- 
sion of investment capital. As we ahall 
see further on, the lion's share must be 
attributed to the increase in the inten- 
sity of labor, which diminishes the spe- 
cific weight of the influence of the two 
other factors with regard to the quan- 
titative growth proportionally. I repeat 
that this calculation (I had to leave a 
whole series of details out of considera- 
tion) is only approximate but it Is suf- 
ficently exact to* permit at least one con- 
clusion with regard to the growth in 
quantity; the growth in quantity was 
produced. In a decisive measure, not at 
the cost of an Increase In investment 
capital and not at Hie cost of an Im- 
provement of tbe technical basis, but at 
the cost of a more intensive exploitation 
of the investment capital that was at 
hand, with the Increase In the number 
of workers on the one hand and the rise 
In the Intensity of labor on the ether. 
But such a method of increasing the 
quantity bean within its bosom the 
precondition for a breakdown, not to 
mention the fact that it In no way guar- 
antees a further quantitative rise in in- 
dustry. This method of Increasing 
quantity very rapidly clashes with Its 

* Data regarding several isolated un- 
dertakings and branches show that 
these figures are actually even consider- 
ably higher. 



own natural boundaries. Neither the 
intensive exploitation of the machine 
nor the Intensification of labor can be 
increased endlessly. This sort of meth- 
od has another meaning entirely — and 
that too, from an economic point of 
view — when it is applied only for a short 
period of time and when, parallel with 
its application, the possibility is given 
to create within just as short a period 
of time, the material basis: a new in- 
vestment capital*. But this same fact, 
that such a method 'must be seized 
upon and that it is elevated into a sys- 
tem, Is precisely the proof for the fact 
that we are far behind with the creation 
of the material basis. The measure of 
depression in the working class with 
whose aid Centrism hopes to make up 
for lost time, further proves how great 
this backwardness is. The essence of 
the present situation consists precisely 
In this fact, that It has indisputably be- 
come evident that this backwardness can- 
not be liquidated within a short time 
merely with the aid of the Internal re- 
sources of the country. Before I go 
over to a consideration of this qutestlon 
I still wont to deal with three factors 
which prove from different angles and 
in different ways that with regard to 
the increase in quantity we have arrived 
very elosely to the boundary, beyond 
which a further growth on the given 
basis is impossible. 

The first and most Important of these 
factors Is the quality of production. It 
suffices to pick up anyone of our papers 
to become convinced that in this regard 
the situation Is catastrophic. Neither 
agitation nor administrative measures, 
nor measures of a jurdical character 
have been able to put a halt to the pro- 
cess of the deterioration of the quality. 
The facts are sufficiently well known so 
that I will only confine myself io a few 
of the most obvious exampes. 
(To Be Continued). 
—CHRISTIAN RAKOVSKY. 

* Such a method can be dictated for 
example by a condition of war when the 
questions of reproduction generally re- 
cede to the background. 
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When young comrades, who are too 
much impressed with their own Import- 
ance, express it In supercilious scorn for 
the revolutionary classics, It is time to 
issue a serious warning. There is only 
one short step from Bueh an attitude 
Into either the camp of the useless petty 
bourgeois Intelligentsia or else -Into the 
foul pollution of the most abominable 
revisionism. This latter is precisely 
what happened to one of our young com- 
rades In an article entitled "Honor Bol- 
shevik Leaders'' and appearing over his 
signature in Young Spartaeas No. 2. He 
stepped with both feet into that foul pol- 
lution. 

It is said in that article: "Rosa, In 
her inaugural address, again investigated 
the new problems brought forth by the 
conditions of the war and post-war per- 
iod. She re-examined the teachings of 
Marx and Engels on the questions of 
armed insurrection, guerilla warfare, 
force and violence and concluded that 
history had once again placed on the 
agenda the tactic advocated by Marx 
and Engels in the Communist Manifesto 
In 1847-8, but later proclaimed by Engels 
as outlived. (Emphasis ours — A. S.) 

In criticizing Rosa Luxemburg Lenin 
once quoted two simple lines from a 
Russian proverb: "It sometimes happens 
to eagels that they descend lower than 
chickens, but chickens never succeed in 
mounting as high as eagles", and he add- 
ed, "she was and remains an eagle". In 
Its reversed form this would apply to 
our young comrade. The outrageous 
statement emphasized above looks too 
much like the attempt of a chicken to 
mount even higher than the eagle. 

In ascribing these views to Engels our 
young comrade cites In parenthesis, 
evidently as his proof, the introduction 
to "The Class Struggles in France" by 
Marx. Perhaps he was unaware of the 
faet that long ago evidence has been un- 
earthed of how this introduction, when 
appearing in print by the Berlin Wor- 
waerts, was miserably garbed by the 
German social democrats of the revision- 
ist school, notably by Bernstein. The 
extent of this garbling became clear 
when Ryazanov discovered the original 
Engels manuscript, of which he has 
since produced photostats, showing the 
important deletions which had been 
made. Some of the results of his findings 
Ryazanov published in "Unter dem Ban- 
ner des Marxlsmus" (Vol. 1 No .1, Ger- 
man edition). In English these findings 
were reproduced by Trachtenberg in the 
"Workers Monthly" for Navember 1925. 

What Engels himself thought of the 
printing of the introduction and of the 
garbled version becomes quite clear in 
his letters to Kautsky (then still fighting 
revisionism). First In his letter of 
Manch 25, 1895, he says: "My text has 
suffered some because of the scruples of 
our Berlin friends, due to timidity over 
the anti-soda list laws which, under the 
circumstances, I had to consider." 

Again in his latter to Kautsky dated 
April 1, 1895, Engels said ; *To my ( as- 
tonishment I saw today printed in the 
Vorwaerts, without previous knowledge, 
an extract from my Introduction so 
dressed up that I appear as a peaceful 
worshiper of, legality quand-merae (in 
spite of nil). The more pleased I am 
that now the whole appears in the "Neoe 
Zelt", so that this shameful impression 
is obliterated. I shall tell Liebknecht 
very definitely what I think of this, and 
also those, whoever they may be, that 
gave him the opportunity to distort my 
meaning." 

Engels spoke In a similar vein, of the 
"mean joke" played on him, in his let- 
ter to Paul Lafargue, dated April 0, 
1895. 



It is perfectly true that Engels, in this 
introduction, draws a sharp distinction 
between the conditions of 1848 and those 
of 18B5. This la as it should be. And 
it is particularly In this respect that the 
deleted parts assume their enormous 
significance, we shall quote only one. 

In drawing the sharp distinctions of 
difference in the two periods Engels 
says: "Does this mean that the street 
battles will play no part in the future? 
Not at all. It simply means that con- 
ditions have become far more unfavor- 
able for the civilian fighters since 1848, 
and for more favorable for the military 
forces. Street battles in the future may 
be successful only if this unfavorable 
situation can be neutralized by other 
farters. Such fights wfll therefore be far 
less usual In tbe earlier stages of a great 
revolution, than in Its further course, 
and will have to be fought with greater 
resources of strength. Such battles will 
rather resort— as in the great French 
revolution, and as on September 4th and 
October 31st, 1870, In Paris — to open 
attack than to the defensive tactics of 
the barricades." 

Is there In this powerful testimony 
any evidence of Engels having proclaimed 
the tactics of the Communist manifesto 
as outlived? None whatever. On the 
contrary, the letters quoted contain the 
wrath of the revolutionary teacher 
against the monstrous falsifiers. 

Such accusations made against En- 
gels become a blot upon the Communist 
movement wihch we must eradicate. 
With our modest means we must hold 
aloft the banner of Marxism and parti- 
cularly so in the Left Opposition. We 
can well afford to be humble students 
endeavoring to learn from our great 
teachers. We must guard against this 
supercilious, know-it-all attitude which 
steps with both feet into the foul pollu- 
tion of social reformism. Comrades 
guilty of such an attitude must be call- 
ed to order sharply. 

— ARNE SWABECK. 



N.y. Pari* Commune Affair 

The Paris Commune Celebration to 
be held by the New York Branch on 
Saturday evening, March UMh at the 
Irving Plaza, 15th Street and Irving 
Place will be a joint mass meeting and 
entertainment. Comrade Swabecfc, Na- 
tioanl Secretary of the Communist Lea- 
gue of America (Opposition) will speak 
on tbe Significance of the Paris Com- 
mune. 

There will be a chorus of forty Hun- 
garian comrades, a group of dances by 
members and sympathizers of the New 
York branch, as well as other forms of 
entertainment 

There will be refreshments on hand. 



A LECTURE OFINTEREST 
TO JEWISH WORKERS 

The first lecture of the Left Opposition 
In the Jewish language in New York 
will be given by comrade M. Lewitt, 
Sunday, March 6th at 3 o'clock in the 
Stuyveaant Gastno, 2nd Ave., at 9th St. 
His subject will be: What Does Left Op- 
position Stand For— -It« Program and 
Aims. Following the lecture there will 
be questions and discussions. The price 
of admission is only 10c. Unemployed 
workers will be admitted free. This 
lecture will be held -under the auspices 
of the Unser Kami Arbelter Clnb, on or- 
ganisation of Jewish workers sympath- 
J etlc to the Left Opposition. 
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Sunday's Elections in Germany 

The Allisnnt^ent of Class Forces in the Campaign Struggle 
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On Sunday, March 13 elections of en- 
ormous historical consequences are tak- 
ing place in Germany. Behind these 
elections stands the mobilization of 
forces to decide the issue of who 
shall prevail, Communism or Fascism. 
Its historical consequence lies uot so 
much in the direct outcome as lo which 
candidate will win ; but in the expres- 
sion these elections give to the line-up 
and the strength of the class forces in- 
volved. 

In Its purely parliamentary aspect the 
present line-up represents itself as fel- 
lows : To the Kigh-t the extreme reaction 
of Fascists (Nazi) nationalsits and steel 
helmets, in the Center the bloc around 
the candidacy of Hindenburg of the 
various capitalist center parties and 
social democracy, to the Left the Com- 
munists. 

Thus while the blurring of the class 
lines Is still expressed in the fact of 
workers Milder social democratic influ- 
ence being swung into the camp sup- 
porting Hindenburg together with out- 
right capitalist reactionaries the two 
forces on either side of this grouping 
remain distinct. The strength of these 
two forces will be decisive for the im- 
mediate future. Fateful indeed will 
this ev«nt be for the German working 
class. 

As to how decisive for the future this 
coming recording o£ strength of class 
forces will be is amply testified in the 
pre-election campaigns. There are al- 
ready the evidences of the conflict being 
transferred ever more out of the purely 
parliamentary Held into sharp street 
battles. In this respect violence against 
the workers is on the increase. But 
there are also the accompanying hope- 
ful aigns ojf increasing working class 
unity in such skirmishes against the 
Fascist reaction. On the other hand 
a seism is now more clearly proclaiming 
Communism as its real enemy. 

THE WORKING CLASS 

DIVIDED IN TWO MAIN GROUPS 

As already indicated in this fateful 
situation the working class is still in its 
main aspect divided, by organization and 
by Meology. Today they appear in two 
main groups under the, for the actual 
situation, rather sumptuous nanias the 
"iron front" and the "red 'united front' 
In the former is included the trade un- 
ions, the Social Democratic party, the 
republican iteichsbanner and the labor 
sports organizations. Their leaders 
are the social chauvinists of S. P. G. 
It has of course nothing in common with 
a workers' iron front, but represents an 
attempt of the treacherous social dem- 
ocratic bureaucrats to swing these work- 
ers into a servile support of the re- 
actionary capitalist government of Hin- 
denburg and Uruenln^ — for the main- 
tainance of the capitalist system. Yet 
these organizations who make up the 
"iron front" embrace the bulk of the 
German working class. The "red united 
front" is under the leadership of the of- 
ficial Communist party, but unfortun- 
ately It is not a united front. How 
could it be with all the other workers 
organizations mentioned not included. 
The "iron front" embraces the workers 
who are still under the influence of soc- 
ial democratic ideology. The "'red un- 
ited front" embraces the workers won 
for the Communist Ideology. A serious 
division in face of a dangerously vicious 
common enemy bent upon the destruc- 
tion of all vestiges of working class or- 
ganization. 

The Social Democratic party bureau- 
cracy is about to complete its course 
which passed 'through deception and 
treason to complete depravity. No long- 
er even useful to rule on behalf of Ger- 
man capitalism they face the final test 
of ability to sell the workers whom they 
influence for Judas' silver. Their lead- 
ership over so many years has brought 
the ultimate result of enormous retreats 
tor the workers of Germany. Today wages 
are cut to the very bone. It is estimated 
that 7 to 8 million workers are in the 
ranks of the permanently unemployed 
army, while starvation and misery 
stalks the land. The social democratic 
bureaucrats hjive given up their last 
shred of pretense of fighting for a re- 
form program. Their whole course of 
abject servility is now reaching its cul- 
mination in the fact that they have pre- 
pared all the prerequisites for a victory 
of Fascism. But that Is also their most 
severe test. The workers are rapidly 
extricating themselves from their ideo- 
logy and domination. The Social Dem- 
ocratic youth has long shown dlssatta- 
f action with their toleratoin poliey. 

GROWTH OF FASCIST REACTION 
A THREAT TO WHOLE WORKING 

CLASS 

In elections held during the last couple 
of years throughout Germany the Fasc- 
ist gains aaev mounted at a dizzying 
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speed. That gives expression to their 
menacing strength. Moreover, in a rap- 
idly sharpening revolutionary situation, 
its role as the final means of maintain- 
ing capitalist rule becomes so much 
more pronounced. And so it is now. 
The Nazis can count on growing num- 
bers of direct supporteis amongst the 
great monopoly institutions. 

Its true character as the darkest force 
of reaction, combining its aims of bru- 
tal working class suppression with a 
philosophy of adopting pre-capitalist 
forms of economy, was expressed, per- 
haps 'unwittingly, by a reporter of the 
N«w York Times of March 1. In describ- . 
ing the economic program of the parties 
to the Right he said : "Ail three groups 
(Nazis, Nationalists and Steel Helmets) 
fervently believe Germany should adopt 
a policy that they call 'autarkie', or 
economic independence. They admit this 
would be difficult, but think Germany in 
the long run could succeed in cutting 
herself off from Western Eruope and 
teeding herself from her own land with 
the help of the Eastern European agri- 
cultural states. It would, involve writ- 
ing off parts of the vast capital Ger- 
many has put into her industrial plant, 
with a view to following a course ex- 
actly opposite to flooding the world with 
manufactured goods. It would involve 
an economic revolution and a terriflc 
strain on the nation." 

Here we have, though not yet clear- 
ly formulated, a theory of capitalist na- 
tional self sufficiency with an implied 
aspiration to become the spearhead of 
armed intervention for subjugation of 
the Soviet Republis. A return to pre- 
capitalist forms of production and ex- 
change of commodities, squeezed in with- 
in national boundaries. A return to 
barbarism with the "terrific strain" to. 
rest upon the shoulners of the working 
class. 

IS THE WAX OUT THROUGH 
A FASCIST DICTATORSHIP 

Today there is no way for Germany 
from her present economic dilemma on 
a capitalist basis. It exists within an 
economically declining capitalist Europe, 
ever more receiving the imprint of be- 
ing put on rations in world economy by 
the more powerful American imperial- 
ism. German capitalism, after its re- 
stabilization following the events of 
1923, has accomplished two successive 
waves of rationalization of its industry. 
Existing within a declining capitalist 
Europe ano out off from its former col- 
onies, its economic problems become 
today that much more acute. Even a 
temporary relief for German capitalism 
through a Fascist dictatorship could, of 
course, only serve to further intensify 
these contradictions. However, the 
menacing threat in such a temporary 
way out for German capitalism is the 
sinister prospect of the crushing of the 
German working class movement, and] 
with that the enormous danger to the 
whole world's working class movement 
— above all to the Soviet Union and the 
Communist International. 

To German capitalism, and to world 
capitalism, the crushing of the German 
working class and, in the first instance 
its revolutionary section, has already be- 
come a life and death necessity. The 
German revolutionists must recognize 
this fact. The issue is more than ever 
Communism or Fascism. 
COMMUNIST PARTY FAILS IN 
GREAT POSSIBILITIES 

What is the position of the German 
Communist party in this situation of 
menacing threats? Strenuous efforts are 
being made by the S. P. bureaucracy to 
swing the bulk of the working class, 
under the sumptuous name of the "iron 
front", into support of the Hindenburg 
candidacy, into support of capitalism 
and, in its ultimate sense, into support 
of preparation for the Fascist regime. 
Obviously, this latter aspect Is not yet 
clear to these workers. They are being 
held under the illusion that at the mo- 
ment their support to Hindenburg will 
offset the Fascist advance. To what 
extent and by what methods has the 
official Communist party endeavored to 
shatter this illusion? 

Undoubtedly here was an excellent 
opportunity to split the working class 
forces away from the Center block of 
reaction now supporting Hindenburg. 
But that would pressuppose the Com- 
munist party genuinely offering a united 
front embodying the serious immediate 
objectives of working class struggle. 
There should even have been no objec- 
tion 'to serious efforts to find the com- 
mon grounds for unity around one work- 
ing class candidate as a means of util- 
izing these elections to further stem the 
tide of Fascist reaction. 

At the 1S25 German presidential elec- 
tions there were three candidates, the 
Communist, the social democrat and the 
(Continued on page 4) 



through the Intermediary of Simon 
and Schuster, the American publish- 
ers of his latest work. "The History 
of the Russian Revolution" to the 
N. Y. Times. 

The presentation of his views — 
which are those of the Interna ional 
Left Opposition — is here given in a 
concise and trenchant form, so that 
every reader ean at once grasp the 
general outlines of our position as 
well as the elementary causes of 
the struggle we are carrying on. 

can readily serve as a sort of 
guide or key to the other current 
writings of our comrade and to the 
literal'Uri' of the Left Opposition as 
a whole. 

Appraisal of Five-Year Plan 
Question: Will you give your apprais- 
al of the Five-Year Plan and the eco- 
nomic perspectives confronting Russia ? 
Answer: The question of industrializa- 
tion, and particularly of the Five-Year 
Plan, was one of the chief points of 
conflict between the Stalin faction and 
the Left Opposition, to which I belong. 
Up to February, 1028, the Stalin fac- 
tion considered it necessary to rest its 
power 'Upon the strong peasant and re- 
fused to compel him to make sacrifices 
In the interest of industrialization. The 
very principle of planning was laughed 
at by the bureaucracy, "We depend 
upon rain, not plans," they said. In 
1925 I published a book, "Toward Cap- 
italism or Socialism?" in which I proved 
that with proper leadership industry 
could show a 20 per cent yearly increase 
or more. Stalin and Molotov consider- 
ed these figures fantastic and accused 
the Left Opposition of "superiudustrial- 
ism." These cursory comments on the 
history of the thing are sufficient to de- 
monstrate my attitude to the Five-Year 
Plan; I consider it a gigantic step for- 
ward in the development not only of the 
Soviet Union but of humanity. 

Question: Do you believe that the de- 
velopment of the Five-Year Plan has 
strengthened or weakened the possibility 
of building socialism in Soviet Russia 
alone without cooperation along similar 
lines In the rest of Europe? Answer: 
This raises the question about socialism 
in a single country. The inevitability 
of socialism flows historically from the 
fact that the present productive forces 
of humanity have become incompatible 
not only with the private property in 
the means of production but also with 
present national boundaries, especially in 
Europe. Just as medieval particularism 
hindered the development of capitalism 
in its youth, so now at the peak of its 



al States. The Socialist economy will 
develop on the basis of an international 
division of labor, the mighty foundations 
of which have been laid down by cap- 
italism. The Soviet industrial construc- 
tion is, in my view, a part of a future 
European, Asiatic and world-wide So- 
cialist structure, and not an independent 
national whole. 
Soviet Russia and the Capitalist World 

Question: Will Soviet Russia be com- 
piled to come to some sort of a com- 
promise with Western t-api alism, as- 
suming that she may not be able to pur- 
sue a Socialist policy single-handed? 
What form would such a oomproausa 
assume? Answer- The " compromise" 
between the Soviet and the capitalist 
systems is not a question of the future 
but of the present. It is already a fact 
today, although not a very stable one. 
How will the interrelations between 
the isolated Soviet Union and world cap- 
italism develop? Here a concrete pro- 
phecy is not easy to make, but in gen- 
eral I should cast the following horo- 
scope: European capitalism is far near- 
er to a Socialist revolution than i.he Sov- 
iet Union is to a national Socialist soc- 
iety. 

..Question: What are the prospects of 
Soviet Russia's relations with other 
countries in the political field if such 
a compromise proves feasible? Answer: 
The Soviet Government is interested in 
maintaining peaceful relations. It has 
demonstrated its will to peace, and is 
still demonstrating it by every means at 
the disposal of a government. It is 
true that in Paris they consider the So- 
viet proposal of universal disarmament 
a proof of the belligerent intentions of 
Moscow, and on the other hand the re- 
fusal of France to take steps toward dis- 
armament they regard as an expression 
of her i»eaceful intentions. Following 
the same logic the French official press 
considers the Japanese Invasion of China 
am act of civilization, the Chinese resis- 
tance a barbarous act. Burglars, ac- 
cording to this logic, are not those who 
break into other /people-Is houses 
those who defend their own 
ficult to -concur in this. 

Attitude Toward the Stalin Regime 

Question: What is your attitude 
ward the Stalin regime today and why 

Answer: To answer this question i 
distinguish sharply two different concep- 
tions: the Soviet regime as the regime 
of proletarian dictatorship and the 
Stalin regime, which is a bureaucratic 
perversion of the Soviet regime, 
with the aim of strengthening and de- 
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On Monday, March 7, Ford's cossacks 
fired on a crowd of jobless workers de- 
monstrating before his plant at Dear- 
born, Michigan. Four workers were 
shot and killed because they had come 
to demand from the apostle of "class 
peace" — work, a chance to earn their liv- 
ing. Among those killed was Joe York, 
the district organizer of the Young Com- 
munist League. Communist workers 
were in the first ranks of the struggle, 
were the first to be wounded. 

The demonstrators, upon the call of 
the Unemployment Council of Detroit, 
were marching in orderly fashion and 
had intended sending up a committee to 
the management of the Ford plant, to 
present their demands. Ford, the idol 
of the post war social democracy and 
all the other preachers of class colla- 
boration, the symbol of "Americaniza- 
tion", immediately ordered his gunmen 
to pour lead into the masses calling for 
work and bread. 

The whole horrid shape of "humane" 
American capitalism stands exposed 
before the workers of the world. The 
"pacemaker" of modern industry and of 
"industrial democracy", whose hands 
are dripping with the blood of militant 
workers, will become identical with the 
darkest and most reactionary forms of 
Czarist despotism. 

The heroic taanifestatlon of the De- 
troit workers, coming in the midst of a 
general depression, will be a light-house 
of courage to the millions of unemploy- 
ed workers all over the country in their 
fight against starvation. Their fearless 
march, in the face of tear-gas bombs, in 
the face of icy-cold fire hoses and ma- 
chine-gun fire will be an inspiration and 
a standard of battle for all those who 
share their miserable fate under the 
abominations of the capitalist system. 
The most powerfully developed indus- 
try in the world and in history can 
give the masses of the population only 
what the blackest regimes of the past, 
have given them: hunger and lead. The 
workers are waking up to the fact that 
as long as the profit system, as long as 
private ownership controls the means of 
production, all technical progress can 
merely serve to enslave them. That is 
what the Communists are out to teach 
the workers, that is the condition against 



Press Circulation ■•rive 



As we swing into the second week of 
the drive it is possible to report an en- 
couraging response on the part of com- 
rades and sympathizers. Some expired 
subs have been renewed. Some new 
ones have been sent in. At present the 
record of renewed and new subs is as 
follows: New York— 7; Minneapolis— 2 ; 
Chicago — 1; Miscellaneous — 4. There is 
also one new bundle order for a new- 
stand to report. This is from Chicago. 
But this progress is not yet enough. 
More must be done. 

What is alreadv accomplished indic- 
ates that if all our comrades and sup- 
porters will put their shoulders to the 
wheel we can make a success of the 
drive. Certainly the objective situation 
is favorable. Workers are interested — - 

as never before in Communism. It can! of the drive, comrades may offer a J2.00 
be assumed that a large working class 



suba. The free pamphlets offered to 
subscribers during the period of the 
drive constitute a considerable reduc- 
tion in the cost of a sub and are un- 
doubtedly a strong inducement. They 
should be used as such. With each $2.00 
sub lor fifty-two issues (1 year) Tbe 
Militant will give a paper bound copy of 
comrade Trotsky's the Permanent Rev- 
option; with eaefa $1.00 sub for twenty- 
six issues (6 mos.) a copy of part 2 
of the Draft Program— the Strategy 
of the World Revolution by comrade 
Trotsky! with each trial sub of $.50 
(13 issues) any one or our 10c pam- 
phlets. In sending in subs comrades 
should specify the literature which goes 
with them. 
In addition to this, during the period 



reading public exists. It is necessary 
to reach it. 

This can be done principally in two 
ways. First it is necessary to get new 



N.y. Paris Commune Affair 

The members and sympathizers of 
the Left Opposition in New York are 
going to celebrate the sixty-first anniver- 
sary of the Paris Commune on Saturday 
evening, March 19th, at the Irving Plaza, 
15th St., and Irving Place. The cele- 
bration will take form of an entertain- 
ment and mass meeting. 

Comrade Arne Swabeck, National Sec- 
retary of the Communist League of Am- 
erica, will speak on "The Significance of 
■the Paris Commune." 

An elaborate social program has been 
arranged for. A chorus of forty Hun- 
garian comrades will present a number 
of revolutionary songs. A group of 
young female comrades, members of the 
N. Y. branch and the Spartacus Youth 
Club, have been preparing several ori- 
ginal dances. We will also have a 
piano recital and group singing. Re- 
freshments will be on hand. 



rate for a combined 1 year subscrip- 
tion to The Militant and Young Spart- 
aeus. This will Include fifty-two weekly 
issues of The Militant and twelve month- 
ly issues of Young Spartacus. In the 
case of combined subs there is no lit- 
erature premium. Whenever a combined 
sub is sent in it should be clearly In- 
dicated as such. 

The second way of increasing the sale 
of The Militant is by increasing the 
bundle orders of branches, newstands, 
and bookstores. And by increasing the 
numlier of nou.tands which carry The 
Militant. TIkjj een be done more eas 
ily now by means of the newstands 
posters we spoke of in the last issue. 
These have been delivered by the print- 
er and come up to our expectations. The 
posters will be shipped free immediately 
upon request. It should be remembered 
that we haven't too many. They should 
be placed only on stands and In stores 
which carry or will carry The Militant, 

A third method of boosting the sub 
list is by renewing expired subs. Every 
week a number ri*n out. From this it 
can be. seen that the renewal of expired 
subs is a regular task. The nation! cen- 
ter notifies the brnches In advance of 
the expiration. iWhere we have no 



branches the national center notifies the 
subscribers. These subs must not be 
allowed to expire for want of attention. 
Their importance lies in tbe fact that as 
a loss they will offset the number of 
new subs. As a political loss, of course, 
they are even more important. Renew- 
als count as new subs. Literature pre- 
miums apply equally to them. They are 
included in the standing given above. 

The thing to do now is to drive along 
the three ways outlined above. Sys- 
tematic plans should be worked out by 
the branches. Every supporter of The 
Militant should take it upon himself to 
bring in 'at least one new sub, or get 
one renewal, or get one newstand to 
carry The Militant, or better still all 
three. Against the difficult months 
which lie ahead The Militant must be 
put on a sounder financial basis now. 
Every effort must be made to insure the 
success of the drive. 



Lecture by 
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QUESTIONS and DISCUSSION 
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Auspices: New York Branch Communist 
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which the Communists are the vanguard 
lighters. 

Action Teaches Lessons 

The workers can only learn from prac- 
tical experience, from action. And it is 
In action that Communism shows the 
workers most clearly what they are up 
against and how they can overcome It. 
To carry out this historic task, the fore- 
front fighters of Communism have once 
more proved their fearlessness, their 
daring, their absolute devotion to the 
cause of the working class, their utter 
defiance of the class enemy. Joe York, 
a valiant young Communist warrior, has 
fallen at the hands of the boss class. 
The answer of the working class of 
America to the murder of York and his 
three comrades must be a more deter- 
mined, a more tenacious struggle against 
the master class than ever. The best 
class vengeance for the murder of our 
fighters is — organization. The light for 
which York and his comrades died, must 
be carried, into every factory, into every 
trade union. The whole proletariat 
must be rallied for a militant protest, 
the banner of the Detroit martyrs must 
be held high. 

Every worker in the United States 
knows what hunger means, every work- 
er knows what wage-cuts mean. The 
heroic example of the Communists does 
not pass them by unnoticed. But they 
are still apprehensive, they are not as 
yet convinced of the correctness of Com- 
munist policy. The Communists must 
take into account the degree of consci- 
ousness of the masses. In order to lead 
them into decisive struggles against tbe 
class foe, they must be prepared to go 
with the masses as far as the masses 
will go at the moment. In common strug- 
gle with the working masses they have 
the best opportunity for winning them 
over to a Commiunist line of action. 

Relief Struggle Growing 

The masses are at present conscious 
of the necesslt of resisting further un- 
employment, further wage cuts, and of 
wrenching from the capitalist class a 
measure of relief for their misery. The 
workers are still bound to their reform- 
ist leaders by innumerable prejudices, 
traditions and organizational ties. If 
they are to be brought into action, their 
leaders must be pressed against the 
wall. The united front of working class 
struggle against boss misery must be 
organized. That is the way to carry 
the banner of the fallen Detroit fighters 
-up higher. That is the way for a suc- 
cessful advance of the forces of Com- 
munism. That is the way of winning a 
majority of the workers for the prole- 
tarian revolution. 

The Communist parly has once 
more, as often before, been the only 
party to show the oppressed and exploi- 
ted workers the way out, the road to a 
fighting solution. It has once more 
shown that it is the only true party of 
the working class. It has proved that 
the workers are not going to remain 
passive before the onslaught of the 
bosses. 

Government Persecution Coming 

Already, the boss government Is initi- 
ating a ferocious campaign of persecu- 
tion against the Communist organizers. 
The whole frame-up system of capitalist 
class justice, with its "criminal syndi- 
calism" laws and other vicious devices 
is being set into motion. The entire 
working class of the country must come 
to the defense of those attacked like a 
solid stone wall. Every worker's fate, 
every worker's elementary right to exist- 
ence, is at stake. 

The Communist party is calling pro- 
test and memorial meetings all over the 
country. It is the duty of every class 
conscious worker to stand behind the 
party of his class, and to demonstrate 
his solidarity with it. Against the 
bosses' offensive, against government 
persecution, for the workers' right to 
demonstrate,, for unemployment relief 
and unemployed insurance. Against wage 
cuts and for the six hour day, five day 
week. Against the imperialist war pre- 
parations and for Long. Term Credits to 
Workers* Russia. 

All New York workers will show their 
solidarity with the Commnnist party on 
Friday evening, March 11, at the Centra. 
Opera House, 67th Street and Third 
Avenue. 

Workers! Make your protests against 
the Dearborn massacre a powerful de- 
J monstration of solidarity that will strike 
I fear into the hearts of the bosses! 



Paris Commune Celebration Saturday Evening, March 19, at Irving Plaza 
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Further Decline in Production and in Workers Living Standards 
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In attempting to give a brief econ- 
omic analysis of the past few months, 
and a prognosis for the immediate fu- 
ture one should observe the following 
trends. First, the actual figures on 
production and general business activ- 
ity (steel, cotton cloth production, shoes, 
car loadings, electric power production, 
building, etc.) of course, adjusted for 
seasonal variation. Secondly a study 
should be made of commodity prices. 
No break in the declining curve of gen- 
eral business activity can be expected 
unless a brake can be applied to the 
precipitant fall of commodity prices. 
Capitalists will begin to replace worn 
machinery, and invest the easily obtain- 
ed credit in new industry only when 
they feel that they will not be confront- 
ed with their competitors purchasing in 
March at a reduced rate the raw ma- 
terials that they purchased In January. 
In connection with the actual commo- 
dity prices, one should attempt to esti- 
mate the actual stocks on hand, of raw 
materials and of ma nufac laired goods, 
(quantity, not value is the factoi to be 
looked for — most estimates are of pre- 
sent depreciated value, not of quantity). 
In connection with this item one should 
also examine the figures for construc- 
tion contracts awarded and building 
permits granted. Also important, ate 
new capital issues. These of course 
indicate purchases to take place in the 
immediate future. Thirdly, the condi- 
tion ol the working class, in the form of 
wage cuts, . numbers employed, total 
wage, etc., etc., should he considered. 
Fourthly, there should be taken into 
consideration any special items that may 
have arisen, such as the recent govern- 
ment measures, or any special large 
scale measures planned or advocated by 
any specific industry. Under this last 
heading should be included any meas- 
ures that have some bearing on the 
subject, but do not properly fall under 
any of the above headings. The above 
procedure, although not advocated as a 
rigid plan, should succeed in giving one 
a brief yet general sketch of the eco- 
nomic conditfon and immediate pro- 
spects of the country. 

To sum up the economic developments 
of the past itwo months, one can but 
say, that as yet there have appeared no 
Signs of ajn'y imjned,iatfe revival. The 
months of January and February con- 
tinued the kaleidoscopic decline in pro- 
duction begun over two years ago. The 
steel industry which ordinarily shows 
an improvement during the first quarter, 
continued to perform at about 20 to 27 
per cent of capacity. The hoped-for 
rise in steel production to be brought 
on by an increase in automobile pro- 
duction failed to materialize, because 
of the lack of improvement in the pro- 
duction of new cars. The index of auto- 
mobile production declined from a high 
of 52 for the first week of January, to 
one of 36.5 for the last week of Feb- 
ruary. Despite the streaming headlines 
to the contrary, Ford has not yet be- 
gun any substantial production. Freight 
car loadings and electric power output 
showed similar declines, the latter drop- 
ping during the two months' period from 
an index of 222 to one of 216, registering 
a rate of decline n^Tich greater titan 
that of the past two years as a whole. 
The latest reports of building activity, 
one of the most important industries of 
the country, showed no bettering of its 
present paralyzed condition, the figures 
even showing an aggravation of the con- 
dition of the industry. The New York 
Times combined weekly index registered 
a new low for the depression in the last 
week of February. The index is now at 
60.8 as against 69 for the beginning of 
the year. 

The only figures reporting increased 
activity of a substantial nature have 
been those of shoe and cotton cloth pro- 
duction. In the production of cotton 
cloth, the rise from an index of 91 in 
the first week of January to one of 96 
for -the last week of February, had 
merely an aggravating effect upon the 
market, the sales in no way being able 
to consume the increased production. 
The stocks on hand increased, and de- 
spite the temporary rise in price brought 
on by the Shanghai events, 'the price 
trend continued downward for the per- 
iod. (An interesting feature to be in- 
vestigated in this so-called consumers' 
industry, is the recent statement made 
by the New York Cotton Exchange Ser- 
vice that 40 per cent in yardage and 60 
per cent in weight of all the cotton 
goods produdced go into industrial 
uses). 

Commodity prices temporarily stead- 
ied in the tHird week of February, the 
only break in the two months' period, 
failed to keep their gains, and again 
registered a decline for .the flnal week 
of the month. The Annalist index drop- 
ped from S5 to the low of 91.4. In the 
factors connected with commodity prices 
no signs leading to the belief that a 
bottom has been reached can be seen. 
Although comprehensive figures are dif- 
ficult to obtain, one is led to believe 
that stocks on hand of manufactured 
goods still remain very high. The ac- 
cumulation of raw materials is growing 
so rapidly as to become threatening for 
some industries. Crop estimates for 
the coming year indicate even greater 
yields than the present year. On the 
field of huilding activity the hoped for 
increase remained in the wishing stage. 
The figures of this year are running 
about 30 per cent below those of" last 
year. For both contracts awarded and 
balldlng permits granted, one is forced 
to use the words of the National City 
Bank Bulletin, "lowest by far" for any' 



similar period. New industrial capital 
issues (a portion of which sums will 
be used for the purchase of goods in 
the next few months) have been con- 
spicuous during the month of February 
by their almost complete absence. 

The first two months of the year 
marked a continuation and extention of 
the general wage slashing campaign, 
this time attacking the organized indu- 
stries, namely railroads and building 
trades. A horizontal 10 per cent wage 
cut to some 1,500,000 workers employed 
by the railroads, will reduce the total 
wage for this group, for the coming 
year, approximately by 5200,000,000. The 
proposed 25 per cent cut in the building 
trades has this peculiar feature at- 
tached to it, namely, that the great 
majority of the workers in the industry 
are already receiving much below the 
scale. The proposed official wage cuts 
can but mean, not the adjustment of 
wages to 25 per cent below the present 
scale, ( which in many cases would 
mean an actual wage increase) but ra- 
ther a further reduction o£ the already 
reduced prevailing rate of pay. 

Accordidng to the latest available re- 
port. s of the Department of Labor, the 
number of people employed continues to 
decline ; the total wage paid decreasing 
even more rapidly. Thus the drop from 
December to January for factory em- 
ployment was from 7.9 to 66.3 whereas 
payrolls declined from 55.8 to 52.4. 
This ever widening spread between 
the 'two curves merely indicates the 
results of the wage cui ting campaign. 
The worker fortunate to be kept on the 
payroll is finding less and less in the 
pay envelope each week. 

As special emergency measures, the 
past two months saw the birth of tha 
two much heralded banking measures, 
the Reconstruction Finance Corporation 
and the Glass-Steagall Bill. (In con- 
nection with out article on the Glass- 
Steagall bill, a misleading sentence, 
crept in, due to last minute revision. 
The sentence reading, "But how can 
anyone hail as epoch making, a bill 
that does nothing but make legal that 
which is actually taking place", should 
have been concluded, "namely, the con- 
tinued withdrawal of gold by foreign 
countries.") The entire attempt to in- 
crease commodity prices by increasing 
the available money in circulation is 
based upon the false assumption that 
it is possible to inject into the process 
of circulation, additional money despite 
the fact that business does not desire 
the additional sums. The hankers have 
yet to explain how the possible increase 
in currency will result in an acbual in- 
crease. Were the government actually 
able to inject new money into circula- 
tion, then this woiild be a factor in 
tending to bring about a temporary rise 
in prices. But 'the present measures 
are valueless in this respect. Actual 
business conditions are the determin- 
ing factor, and not the effect of money 
in circulation. Summed up in the words 
of Marx, "prices are not high or low, 
because there is more or less money in 
circulation, but on the contrary, there 
is more or less money in circulation, be- 
cause prices are high or low." The com- 
plete futility of the present currency 
measures is summed up in the above 
sentence. 

The danger of America going off the 
gold standaid ( inflation ip the sttflet 
sense of the term) becomes greater 
daily. Gold continues to be drained 
from the country. In the first month of 
the year the total decrease of gold 
Stocks was 37 million, while for Feb- 
ruary this sum had mounted to 67 mil- 
lion. In addition to the above there 
exists the ever mounting deficit of the 
national govenment, which will pro- 
bably reach well into the three billions 
for the present fiscal year, unless new 
tax measures are rushed through. "The 
need to balance governmental budgets 
of all kinds beginning with the Federal 
Government" Thus reads the National 
City Bank report, expressing in their 
words the fear of the stability of the 
U. S. government bonds. The financial 
crisis rather than being alleviated, is 
facing much greater stumbling blocks. 
I'rivate German bonds are now being 
talked of, in addition to the public debt, 
in the discussions of defaulting. There 
is even talk here of a complete shut 
down of the stock market. The frame- 
work of the banking system is rapidly 
becoming weaker. 

All in all, the conclusions to be drawn 
are, that the prospects for immediate 
revival are not great. Unemployment 
and the misery of the working class 
will most probably become more accen 
mated. The questions of Immediate re- 
lief a<nd of unemployment insurance 
must remain at the forefront of our 
unemployment campaign. Concentrating on 
these slogans, and in addition bring- 
ing forward tha: of the six hour 
day, as well as that of credits to 
the Soviet TJnion, the Communist move- 
ment should attempt to rally around it 
the great masses of workers who 
more and more should become disillu- 
sioned with the prospects held out for 
them by the capitalist system. 

— H .STONE. 



CLEVELAND, OHIO. Our steadily 
growing mailing list in this city has' fin- 
ally resulted in a branch of the .Left 
Opposition now engaged in active work. 
Reports coming into the office are to the 
effect that our new Jewish organ 13 user 
Kumf found a ready response and is 
being quite well distributed among the 
Jewish working class readers. The first 
active work is being expressed in a sub- 
stantial order for literature and tor 
additional copies of The Militant. 

For a long time there have> been many 
sympathizers of the Left Opposition in 
Cleveland. The several efforts made in 
the past by party bureaucrats to break 
up our meetings arranged at the time 
for Cannon and for Shachtman did not 
in the least deter the sympathizers but 
on the contrary added to their ranks. 
Last summer, comrades Clarke and 
Stamm put in an active period of street 
speaking, literature sales and collection 
of Militant subscriptions. All in all, 
this helped lay the foundation for a 
now active branch. This new branch is 
making arrangements for a meeting for 
comrade Glotzer on his national tour 
visit, 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. — Our com- 
rades, always active in this city utiliz- 
ing their good working class contacts, 
are now raising • very fundamental is- 
sue growing out of recent events. They 
took j>art in the Feb. 4 unemployment 
demonstration held on Bridge Square. As 
is known to our readers, it was broken 
up by the police under orders' of the 
Farmer- Labor mayor, Anderson. Several 
workers were arrested and liave since 
been sentenced to pay fines ranging from 
810 to $25. The Farmer- Labor, mayor is 
utilizing this conviction as a legal re- 
inforcement of his threat that there 
shall be no more workers' meetings on 
Bridge Square. 

The official party, yet suffering from 
the Third Period adventurism, is raising 
the Issue of the "right of the workers 
to defend themselves and their meet- 
ings". This Is not the correct slogan 
in such a situation where the funda- 
mental issue of the right of free speech 
is involved. Our branch is raising this 
as the proper slogitn recognizing also 
its mucj*- broader appeal. Tri line with 
this our branch is insisting that the 
Communist forces take the initiative in 
calling a free speech conference to bring 
organized mass pressure behind the de- 
mand. When presented in this manner 
the opportunity is enhanced to hammer 
one more lesson home to the Minneapolis 
workers, namely the one of the true 
rol of the Farmer-Labor Party city of- 



uciais in utilizing the capitalist mach- 
inery oi ciiy go', eminent Lo suppress uie 
wuridng class rights. 

The Jlmneapohs, branch in addition to 
its regular public activities, meetings and 
lorums is ulso conducting a study class 
in Elements of .Marxism. Similarly the 
first steps have been taken for the or- 
ganization of a youth club. 

ST. LOUIS, MO.— Our small member- 
ship in this city has gained new recruits 
to their ranks. In addition, it has estab- 
lished convincing proof that although 
small in numbers, active work will bring 
results. Recently the branch held a 
subbessful debate, well attended, in 
which our comrade Roberts defended 
the Proletarian Dictatorship against the 
celebrated American democracy. That 
was a part o£ our regularly conducted 
weekly open .forum. Attendance at the 
Glotzer meting held in St- Louis as well 
as at subsequent forums testify to the 
fact that the worker audience found it- 
self impressed with our presentation. 
Our- ML Louis branch has now also taken 
the first steps toward the organization 
of a youth club. 



Our three months' subscription drive 
is on the way and already brings good 
response. In subsequent issues we will 
carry exact accounts of the responses 
received. From our early announce- 
ments our supporters will have noticed 
that we propose this drive as one means 
whereby we can render practical aid to 
our press, the kind of practical aid 
which also spells increased financial 
assistance. Such assistance is very 
sorely needed. 

This, however, is only one side of the 
question. The other, which is yet more 
important, is the one of seriously tak- 
ing tip the task of extending the Left 
Opposition press. Each step in our pro- 
gram of expansion so far taken have 
brought results in extended influence 
for the Left Opposition views. The es- 
tablishment of the weekly Militant, of 
the Young Spartacus, of the Greek or- 
gan, Conimunlstos and of the Jewish or- 
gan, Dnser Kamf were the important 
steps. The extended influence achieved 
has been expressed concretely in many 
instances. 

Building of the Left Opposition press 
is the best means of further extending 
its influence. It is a vitally important 
means of building and strengthening of 
the Communist movement as a whole. 
HELP BL'ILD THE LEFT OPPOSI- 
TION PRESS! 



Railroads & Strike Policy 

The Strike Weapon and its Rejection by the Misleadcrs 

<|> 



In the purely industrial disputes be- 
tween the bosses and the workers con- 
cerning hours of work, wages and work- 
ing conditions, the only weapon the 
workers have to promote and protect 
their interest with, is the strike. In a 
political struggle wherein the workers 
are aiming for control of the govern- 
ment, the strike can only serve as a 
supplementary weapon, as an aid or help 
in the general struggle for political pow- 
er and control. But when workers or- 
ganized in trade or industrial unions 
fight only lor better conditions, or to 
keep the wages and working conditions 
they have, from being taken away from 
them by the boss, then the strike is the 
only weapon for either offensive or de- 
fensive purposes. 

Therefore, we think that without il- 
lustrating this point further, the aver- 
age worker will agree with us when we 
maintain that the strike is the only 
weapon of the labor unions, and a good 
one at that. But good weapons can only 
be used effectively when placed in the 
hands of individuals who possess the nec- 
essary skill and determination to use 
them at the proper time. And this is 
equally true about the strike weapon. 
Let us note briefly how the strike wea- 
pon and strike strategy have been used 
by the leaders of the Railroad brother- 
hoods in the last fifteen years. 

The last time the Brotherhood leader- 
ship made any pretense at using the 
strike weapon effectively, was during the 
movement for the eight hour day on the 
railroads in 1918. Two strikes were 
organized and came within a few hours 
of taking effect to bring about the eight 
hour day for railroad workers. The first 
strike was called off with the enactment 
of the Adamson Eight Hour Law. The 
railroad owners took the Adamson Law 
to the V. S. Supreme Court with a view 
of having it declared unconstituatlonal. 
Another strike vote was taken and the 
second railroad strike came within a few 
hours of going into effect when the Sup- 
reme Court came out with a 5 to 4 
decision against its unconstitutionality. 
It was necessary for the railroad work- 
ers to use the strike weapon to squeeze 
the Eight Hour Law out of congress and 
it had to be used again to squeeze agree- 
ment with it out of the Supreme Court 
by the narrow margin of 5 to 4. In 
neither case was the strike weapon used 
but it was ready for use if necessary, 
and the strike weapon was the thing 
which furnished the necessary influence 



United Front of Southern Miners Imperative 



ATTENTION. BOSTON! 

"What Is Europe Heading For? 

Lecture by 

Albert Glotzer 

on 

Sunday, March 20th, 1933, 8 P. M. 

at the 

ELM HILL BLDG. 

532 Warren Street 



While miners in the Eastern Kentucky 
fields continue to fight sporadic battles 
for their existence the machinery of 
"law and order" is getting ready to 
grind out more "justice". During March 
and April the remaining forty defend- 
ants of the Harlan County murder con- 
spiracy frame-up are to stand trial. 
Their case dates back to May 5, last 
year, when during the Evarts strike in 
a battle, provoked by the company gun 
thug, Sheriff Henry Blair, three gunmen 
and one miner were killed. Win. I-Iight- 
ower and W. B. Jones, president and 
secretary of the Evarts local union, wh« 
were the first defendants tried, are al- 
ready serving the life sentence imposed 
upon them. 

Next to Harlan county, in Pineville, 
nine strikers and relief workers are 
about to go on trial indicted for crim- 
inal syndicalism. They have been held 
in jail since Jan. 4th. This frame-up 
grew out of the strike conducted by 
the National Miners Union which be- 
gan on Jan. 1st, The trial which fol- 
lowed closely upon the heels of the das- 
tardly .murder, by company gun thugs, 
of Henry Simms the young Communist 
organizer. 

Savagely wreaking their vengeance 
upon 'these coal miners, who dared to 
attempt to obtain better conditions, the 
companies of northern "civilization", 
who own the mines, have outdone the 
southern bourbons in vicious persecu- 
tion. They found bigot ted reaction- 
ary tools who could serve to their lik- 
ing, so much so that even the liberal 
writers from the Theodore Dreiser com- 
mittee and the Waldo Frank committee 
could be chased out of the field branded 



Support « U riser Kamf » 

- The first three issues of Unser Kamf 
our organ in the Yiddish Language met 
with a very favorable reception among 
all our comrades. sympathizers and 
friends. Especially appreciative were 
those of our readers whose knowledge 
of the English language is limited. The 
worker who is anxious to know about 
the platform of the International Left 
Opposition, wants to read about it in 
the language e knows best. 

The financial aid to make the appear- 
ance of Unser Kamf possible, came from 
branches, from groups and individuals. 
But nevertheless the aid is still urgent- 
ly needed. Very many of our adherents 
are victims of the deep-going crisis and. 
cannot help to tie extent they would 
like to. We know that at the first op- 
portunity those of our readers will 
bring forth their contribution. At this 
time we are forced to appeal to every 
one for financial aid. The fourth issue 
is in preparation — but to see the light 
of day it needs the aid of all our sym- 
pathizers. 

—UNSER KAMF. 



' as dangerous to the community. Ser- 
vile creatures of '*law and— order" like 
Judge Jones and Sheriff Blair covered 
themselves with infamy. This question- 
able reputation does not, of course, make 
the state of Kentucky an exception. On 
the contrary, it merely focusses the 
class struggle there at the moment. 
Yesterday it was Pennsylvania or West 
Virginia, today Kentucky. One more 
object lesson in the function of the 
capitalist state forces, including the 
celebrated American frame up method, 
as a means of coercion against the 
workers is recorded. The all important 
question is : To what extent do the 
workers translate these lessons into 
practical endeavors to meet it. 

Support the Belief and Defense! 

In preparation for the coming trials 
'reports from Kentucky testify to the in- 
creasing persecution and intimidation 
by company gun thugs of witnesses who 
appeared at the High tower- J ones trial. 
Throughout the fields down into Tennes- 
see, to which the strike has spread, the 
hysterical red scare is being kept alive. 
It is the cover under which the per- 
secution proceeds, and, as so often be- 
fore demonstrated, the perfidious offi- 
cials of the II. M. W. of A. (all that 
is left of that organization there) are 
working hand in glove with the oper- 
ators' agents to crush unionism. East- 
ern Kentucky has long remained an un- 
organized field. To keep it so is the aim 
of this black horde. j 

The impoverished coal miners, con-j 
stantly harassed by starvation, are even] 
now suffering further wage cuts bring- 
ing the rate for day men down to $2.00 
a day. Help for both relief and defense 
is sorely needed. Their battle, although 
still sporadic and not sufficiently organ- 
ized, is nevertheless writing another 
brilliant page in the miners' history 
for organization. This Is what carries 
a powerful appeal which should he heed- 
ed by the workers everywhere. The 
Harlan miners defense is in the care 
of the Geureal Defense Committee, 555 
W. Lake St., Chicago, 111. The Pine- 
ville case is in the care of the I. L. D. 
799 Broadway, New York. 

The struggle of the Kentucky miners, 
their strike for living conditions, iu a 
very large measure depends upon the 
assistance of workers elsewhere. They 
face a powerful enemy, well organized ; 
an enemy which has been enabled so 
far to strike a blow at one section of 
the workers at a time, inflicting defeat 
upon one section while the others were 
kept at work under starvation condi- 
tions. The sad fact is that they have 
been able to keep these mine strikes 
localized. Only a short while ago the 
Pennsylvania and Ohio miners were on 
strike led by the National Miners Un- 
ion. Almost simultaneously the West 
Virginia miners went out under their 
independent union. These strikes were 
isolated to their local fields. The re- 
bellious Illinois miners were again 



forced back into submission to the U. 
M. W. gentry. They are now again 
firmly in control in the Illinois fields by 
vritue of support from the operators and 
the state forces whereas elsewhere in 
the soft coal fields they have themselves 
destroyed the union. 

United Front Necessary 

There are, of course, as long as the 
miserable conditions remain and inten- 
sify, bound to be new strikes, perhaps 
many still on an isolated local scale. 
There are bound to be new rebellious up- 
surges where the U. M. >W. gentry con- 
trols. The rebel forces are bound to 
grow. They face a common enemy, the 
coal operators and their agents. Their 
objectives are common. Surely the main 
lesson from all of the recent and past 
events should be one of common strug- 
gle. And no doubti there will yet be 
one of common struggle. And no 
doubt there will yet he opportunities to 
fight for a. united front of all rebel 
miners against the common enemy. 

It is so also in the very urgent mat- 
ter of relief for and defense of the 
present victims of the class struggle in 
Kentucky. There is yet no reason why 
renewed efforts should not l>e made to 
establish a measure of unity in these 
endeavors. We would not even propose 
that the General Defense Committee 
and the I. L. D. should be able to affect 
a direct unification. But for the com- 
mon objectives united front activities 
should be established. While that, how- 
ever, is not so °ar being seriously at- 
tempted the appeal should be passed 
on to the workers everywhere to support 
the victims in both Harlan and Pine- 
ville Kentucky. 



« Young Spartacus* No . 4 

The March issue of the Young Spar- 
tacus, Vol. 1, No. 4, is ready for dis- 
tribution and sale. Comrades should 
send in orders. 
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ENTERTAINMENT 

On Saturday, March 12th, the Unser 
Kamf Arbeiter Club will hold a vetcher- 
inka In the headquarters of the Opposi- 
tion, 84 East 10th Street. The club will 
provide a bar andr entertainment. Ad- 
mission is 25c. All workers are invited 
to attend. 



lo urnig the eight hour day into reality 
on tue railroads. 

Since the Eight Hour Day movement 
in 1916, strike policy and strike strategy 
has steadily drifted towards the very 
bottom o£ bankruptcy and today the 
strike Is practically discarded as a wea- 
pon, in so far as the Brotherhood lead- 
ers are concerned. Instead of training 
and organizing the railroad workers to 
use the only weapon, they have against 
their bosses, they have trained them to 
cast it aside or to hang it up in the 
closet and to keep it there. Instead of 
keeping the strike weapon ready 'and 
in good shape, for use when necessary, 
the Brotherhood leaders sign one peace 
pact after another with the railroad 
bosses, always and Inevitably at the 
expense of the workers. The recent 
Chicago peace pact was just another ex- 
ample of this bankrupt policy. 
Strike Policy vs. Cooperation Policy 
The Brotherhood leaders, like all la- 
bor leaders, are confronted with two 
main alternatives; they must either fight 
or surrender to the bosses. For work- 
ers there is no escape from one of these 
two processes. We are compelled by the 
circumstances to choose one of two 
roads upon which to travel, either to 
victory or to defeat. Since 1916, the 
Brotherhood leaders have steadily kept 
the railroad workers on the path which 
leads to defeat. The sign posts which 
directed our leadership along this path 
were such inventions as^ The B. and O. 
Cooperation Plan: the Watson-Parker 
Law to prevent strikes in labor disputes; 
Class Collaboration instead of Class 
Struggle; Peace Pacts, Mutual admira- 
tion and cooperation between Railroad 
and Brotherhood Officials. These were 
the slogans which were used as weather- 
cocks to steer the railroad labor move- 
ment towards the swamp of surrender 
and defeat. The Brotherhood leaders 
chose this Toad because it was a road 
which offered less resistance to their 
personal Interest and ambitions than the 
road which led towards organization, am- 
algamation and well-led struggles against 
the bosses. 

In order to make it a little more clear 
to the ordinary worker as to why the 
Brotherhood leaders adopted the policy 
to cooperate with the railroad manage- 
ment instead of fighting it so as to pro- 
mote and- protect the railroad workers' 
interest, we will point out several things. 
The Brotherhood leadership have organ- 
ized the railroad workers into 21 sep- 
arate craft unions. The same type of 
organization which the Locomolive En- 
gineers launched at Detroit, Michigan in 
1868. And we still cling to this out-of- 
date craft system of organization. It 
would be to the railroad workers' in- 
terest to amalgamate these 21 useless 
and expensive crafts unions into an in- 
dustrial union, but it would not be to 
the best interest of craft union officials 
to do so. Their big salaries separate 
them from the rank and file and so 
the interest of the Brotherhood officials 
runs In the opposite direction from that 
of the members. Therefore, we are not 
one union but tweny-one. It would be 
to the best interest of the , Brotherhood 
members to have freedom of expres- 
sion hi their unions so they could ad- 
vocate amalgamation, reduction of of- 
ficial salaries, elimination of gag-laws 
and secret work, but this would be 
against the Interest of 15,000 craft of- 
(icals like Robertson. They want gag- 
laws, censored magazines, obligations 
and secret work to barricade themselves 
against the organized criticism of the 
rank and file. It would be for the inter- 
est of railroad workers to have one 
strong union for all workers in the 
railroad Industry so they could better 
protect and promote t heir Interest 
against the bosses. It is against the in- 
terest of the labor leaders to build this 
kind of dr^anlzatSon and consequently 
they cannot fight the bosses and are 
therefore forced lo cooperate with them. 
So, the way things stand in the railroad 
brotherhoods today, it is the desire of 
the officials to avoid at all costs strikes 
and struggles because they have not got 
the kind of organization needed to put 
up a successful strike and it is against 
their interest to build one, and hence we 
have the cooperation policy Instead of 
the strike policy. 

This cooperation policy has had a most 
destructive effect on the railroad unions 
since the railroads were returned to pri- 
vate control after the war. During the 
war, under government control, when the 
railroad owners were reaping enormous 
profits, the lower paid masses of railroad 
workers were allowed to organize with- 
out serious opposition and thousands of 
shop and maintenance workers streamed 
into the rail unions. But after the war 
profits were over, and the roads return- 
ed to private control, then the onslaught 
started on the unions by the railroad 
owners and the craft system of organi- 
zation simply crumpled. The only thing 
that was saved from the wreckages was 
the Four Transportation Brotherhoods, 
whose leaders offered cooperation with 
the bosses in return for the privilege to 
collect dues from the members of the 
so-called "Big Four". Since that time 
all the labor skates have adopted the 
policy to cooperate with the boss in or- 
der to keep their meal tickets from be- 
ing completely destroyed. Most of the 
shop workers have been permitted to re- 
main in company unions for the last 
ten years. Working conditions have been 
gradually lost. Workers are being sus- 
pended or discharged for getting injured 
while at work to save the company from 
paying them anything. Speed-up, "ef- 
{ Continued on page 4) 
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IN THE INTERNATIONAL OF LABOR 

and News of the Working Class and Revolutionary Movements 

Rakovsky on the Five Year Plan 



Party and C.I. in England 



LONDON.— 

Our party ia admittedly weak, back- 
ward in revolutionary action, and shot 
through with social democratic tendenc- 
ies. Wo are accustomed to blame "our- 
selves" for this. We have used self- 
criticism to the point of self-abasement 
But is it only "ourselves" who are to 
blame? Ia It not rather the fault of 
those in the Comintern who have neg- 
lected the British party and its difficult- 
ies — -neglected not only -the British party, 
but all those parties which, in capital- 
ist, countries, are striving to overthrow 
the bourgeoisie? 

The course of events in the party lead- 
ership has been as follows: certain Bri- 
tish comrades, by virtue of their mili- 
tant activity, commended themselves to 
the Russian revolutionaries in the early 
days of the Comintern. They were 
taught some of the elements of Com- 
munism, and returned to England to 
lead the proletariat over the long and 
difficult course that lay ahead, From 
that time on, their assimilation of 
Marxism and Leninism ceased. They 
became bureaucrats divorced from the 
masses, immersed in routine work, and 
incapable of initiative, for initiative re- 
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quires some freedom of action for its 
development, and that is what our lead- 
ers lacked — in addition to theoretical 
understanding. 

We think that the present leadership 
of the Comintern — the Stalin leadership, 
has allowed things to slide in most sec- 
tions of the organization. It -has been 
content to let our fossilized bureaucrats 
carry on here, provided sufficient re- 
ports were returned, Russian triumphs 
given publicity, and defence of (he 
Soviet Union advocated. We say that 
the Five Year Plan has absorbed prac- 
tically all the attention of our Rus- 
sian comrades and that we have been 
forced into the position of mere distant 
admirers of Russian working class suc- 
cesses. 

To back up this statement, we give 
the following extracts from recent 
speeches of two* well known Russian 
party officials — comrades Molotov and 
Litvinoff. Molotov at the XVII Con- 
ference (Moscow) of the all union Com- 
munist Party on January 30th last, said: 
"The foreign policy of the Soviet Union 
is clear— It is a policy of peace. It is 
obvious to all that we are totally ab- 
sorbed in peaceful construction in our 
country and are doing all in power to 
prevent all new imperialist attacks on 
the Socialist .nepuBlicJ'. ("Moscow 
News", Feb. 2, 1932) 

As' if this was not enough to make 
elear the Indifference of the Russian 
authorities to revolutionary work in 
capitalist countries, eixm-rade Lltvinoff 
on Feb. 11, at the Geneva "Disarma- 
ment" Conference, announced that, "The 
sole aim of the Soviet Government is 
to build up Socialism upon the terri- 
tory of the Soviet Union!" (Daily 
Worker (London), Peb. 12, 1332) 

This statement of Litvinoff's holds 
the key to the whole deaperate situa- 
tion of the revolutionary organizations 
outside the Soviet Union, and especial- 
ly in Great Britain. It repeats plainly 
the assertion of Stalin that socialism 
can be confined to one country. This 
assertion was most glaringly made in 
an interview of Stalin with a United 
Press correspondent in December, 1930, 
when he was asked, "Can the capital- 
ist and Communist systems co-exist 
peaceably?" Stalin replied: "It is pos- 
sible, and the best proof is that they 
have lived peaceably (sic?, side by 
side since the conclusion . of the civil 
war and the intervention period." 
("Moscow News," Dec. 17, 1930), Ra- 
dek followed this up six months later 
(at the Dzerahinsky Club) with the 
statement, "Bolshevism Is no article of 
export"! ("Moscow News", June 18, 
1931) 

Contrast the point of view thus ex- 
pressed with the teaching of Lenin, 
who said: "It is as impossible to pass 
from capitalism to socialism without 
breaking national frameworks, as it was 
impossible to pass from feudalism to 
capitalism without adopting the idea 
as a nation." (Lenin, Collected Works", 
Vol. 18, page 72) 

The present leadership of the Com- 
munist 1 ntewiational has, by its own 
statements— and action— travelled a long 
way from the decisions of the Second 
Congress (1920) of the International, 
where a resolution extracted from the 
statutes of the First International -was 
unanimously adopted. It was resolved 
at the Second Congress : That the eman- 
cipation of labor Is neither a local nor 
a national problem, hut one of a social 
character embracing every civilized 
country, and the solution of wihich de- 
pends on the theoretical and practical 
cooperation of the most progressive 
countries." 

The leadership of our British party 
should be the first to agree with the 
above resolution, for in an introduction 
to the Thesis on National and Colonial 
Questions of the Second Congress, the 
B. C. of the C. P. G. B. concluded with : 
Finally, the ultimate aim .is indicated 
In the World Soviet Republic, to be 
reached by an ever-expanding Federa- 
tion of Soviet Republics, wnich shall 
organize world production, distribu- 
tion and transport as a single problem. 
Already, the economic needs of today 
calls for this world economic organiza- 
tion, but the rival capitalist camps 
are from their nature incapable of un- 
ity. That task awaits the World Sov- 
iet!" 

And no doubt the' leading officials of 
our party do agree with the Second 
Congress resolution— "in principle". But 
in action they follow meekly the line 
laid down by the exponent of "social- 
ism in one country". 

Do we need a new line then? Cer- 
tainly we do — a true Leninist line. We 
need also to get away from the apolog- 
etic attitude we have been adopting— of 
constantly blaming "ourselves" for all 
the faults and shortcomings of the Bri- 
tish party. Of course we have faults, 
chiefly those of theoretical 



to the immediate needs of the V. S. S. 
R., regardless of revolutionary prob. 
lems confronting the proletariat of the 
capita list countries. 

Our new line, to which we, the party 
rank and file, must adopt ourselves, is 
a line of internationalism, of revolution- 
ary action, of rapid expansion into the 
mass of the workers. We need to 
warmly greet workers outside the party, 
instead of lecturing them as inferior 
beings. Away with sectarianism ! Into 
the masses I Concentrate on our own 
revolutionary problems ! Tins best de- 
fence of the Soviet Union is a 8 rce 
and sustained attack on our bourgeoisie 
here. A new world revolutionary situa- 
tion lies before us. Oar own October is 
not far distant. The capitalist class is 
going to give us the war. Let us give it 
war in return — a civil war for the in- 
ternational revolution, for the dictator- 
ship of the working class, for the World 
Soviet Republic. 

—BRITISH WORKER. 



(Continued from last issue) 
In the following metallurgical factor- 
ies and types of enterprises, the amount 
of defective goods was* : 
Djerdjinsky factory 

(wrought iron plates) 32 percent 
Djerdjlnsky and Petrovsky 
factory (steel parts) 40 per cent 

Verkhnye-Turlnsk factory 

(3teel parts) 100 percent 

Lapayevsky factory 

(sheet metal) 40 per cent 

Nadjejdinsky factory 

.(high quality steel) 30 per cent. 

Marti factory (steel) 32 per cent 

This list can, of course, be increased 
many times. It is a matter, therefore, 
not of single defects, but of a whole 
system of producing defective goods. The 



percentage of slate in the production of 
coal increased sharply, reaching in some 
instances as much as 18 per cent. Only 
20 per cent of the bricks produced could 
stand up under the established methods 
of loading. Matters are still worse in 
light industries, In which textiles broke 
all records. According to the figures of- 
ten quoted, the average percent age of 
defective goods in the different trusts 
was 50 per cent. The press also quotes 
the figures of the losses in millions of 
rubles, connected with this drop in qual- 
ity. It is characteristic that the new 
factories do not remain behind in the 
percentages of defecfive goods. The 
textile factory of the Melange Syndicate, 
which has" been recently constructed, 
produced In April, 93.98 per cent ( !) 
and hi May 02.37 per cent defective 
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backward 
ness and ot Inexperience, but the roots_ 
of our extreme disability Me outside 
Britain; they are to be found in the 
policy of the Stalin leadership of the 
Comintern— most strikingly condemned 
by recent events concerning China, but 
always at fault in the past— a policy 
of going over the heads of the working 
class (e. g. flirting with Hicks, Purcell 
and Co.) of overestimating the strength 
and stability of capitalism (unprepar- 
ednesg'to meet the present world crisis) 
and of mating everything subservient 



The recent revolt in upper Llobregat ; 
in Uallent Suvia, Berga, s igolo aud *jar- 
doner had completely paralyzed the power 
or the exploiters lor several day3. Tne 
red flag of the wowsers waved over the 
city hall iu several of tne towns. All 
ot the currents of the Spanish revolu- 
tionary movement again tedted their 
theories in practice. The party press 
in Amerca, which had ignored the Span- 
ish revolution for months and months, 
all of a sudden broadcast the news that 
they had established Soviets in several 
towns in Spain. And among many other 
things, they said tha, the Left Opposi- 
tion was playing a counter-revolution- 
ary role in the struggle. But a few days 
passed, and even the blind could see 
that, sad to say, the Communist party 
was not leading the revolts. Nothing 
more is said or heard in the Party press 
or its meetings about Spain, yet the 
struggle has not stopped, in spite of 
the fact the Centrist press is silent 
now, as they were in the previous 
months. 

The leadership of the National Con- 
federation of Labor again showed its 
hand in stemming the tide rather than 
flaming the revolt. The vanguard ac- 
tion of the American SSalinites in pro- 
claiming leadership of- the struggles 
was followed by the tail-endism of the 
Spanish Stalinites in the struggle. The 
socialist and anarchist role adds new 
weight to their role of betrayals, all ,of 
which is -summed up in a recent docu- 
ment, of the Spanish Left Opposition! 
published in Tlie Militant, Feb. 27. 

But since this document, we have new 
material on the Anarchists that further 
confirms the position of the Left Op- 
position on the role of the Anarchists 
in the Spanish revolution. The Indus- 
trial Worker of March 8, carried an ar- 
ticle by de Guzman, from the "La Tier- 
ra", translated by M. Olay. This arti- 
cle proves the anarchists have learned 
nothing since their master, Bakunln 
"captured power" in Lyons, Prance in 
187q. 

in Spain, "Figols was the first town 
to revolt and the last' to be entered by 
troops. The town was for five days, 
from Monday to Saturday, living a re- 
gime of libertarian communism." Lib- 
ertarian communism? And we ask, 
what may libertarian communism be? 
We are informed that, "Anarchism has 
been a reality for a week. And at no 
place or time were there killings, rob- 
beries, and excesses which according to 
the detractors of anarchism are their 
very essence." These kind souls, these 
humanitarians, the subjective individuals 
are more concerned with the bourgeois 
opinion of them, than they are with the 
interest of the workers. What of it, if 
the bourgeois slander revoluitonists, call 
them thieves, murderers, robbers and 
enemies of society? Can you expect 
anything else from the exploiters and 
their flunkies? Have exploiters ever 
called the exploited nice names when the 
slave class desire to throw off the bur- 
den of exploitation? If the exploiters 
confine their opposition to "nasty names' 
we would have no trouble in taking 
power, but sad to say, this slander is 
only a slight breeze of the hurricane 
they let loose on us ever chance we give 
them. The individualism of the anarch- 
ists is more concerned about their sub- 
jective feelings than about the interest 
of the workers. 

The anarchists, to make sure the bour- 
geois learn how Christlike or Ghandi- 
like anarchism is — "generous and idealist 
spirits that they were— once triumphant 
with the social revolution proclaimed, 
did not think ot squaring accounts; they 
did not. want to shed blood, they did 
not even bother to humilitate them. 
They seized all arms to prevent the 
enemy from attacking them; they post- 
ed guards to avoid being surprised, and 
leaving everybody in absolute freedom 
they continued working .the same as be- 
foie, without thinking for a moment that 
the triumph of the social revolution 
would release them from digging coal 
from the entrails of the earth." More 
confusion In fewer words is very dif- 
ficult to write. They "did not think of 
squaring accounts". They disarmed 
them and left everybody, "in absolute 
freedom". Without expropriating _ and 
imprisoning the main forces of the en- 
emy class and finishing those who re- 
sist, without establishing a Red Guard 
and a dictatorship of the proletariat. 



they left the door wide open for the 
exploiters to return, to reorganize and 
to annihilate them. Their concept is to 
— decree the state out of existence; to 
simply proclaim the social revolution,— 
but reality is not so simple. You can 
proclaim the social revolution and raise 
the red flag today and tomorrow find 
white terror at its heights unless ade- 
quate steps are taken to follow up the 
first victory and to smash the enemy, to 
smash their state and all means of ex- 
ploitation that goes with it and establish 
a workers' dictatorship. 

These "generous and idealist spirits" 
who established "libertarian commun- 
ism" say, "In every place the Civil 
Guards, sheltered in their barracks, where 
they take refuge; the bourgeoisie locked 
-up in their homes, are left alone. The 
revolution had triumphed and the rev- 
olutionists cannot imitate their former 
oppressors, by forcing them and the otners 
to share their ideas." This Is nothing 
less than a betrayal of the workers. The 
anarchists do not know the elementary 
difference between a successful social 
revolution and a successful Battle in a 
revolution, which, if not immediately 
followed up— will result in defeat. They 
do not know the elementary difference 
between the bourgeoisie as the ruling 
power. The former exploiters, "are left 
alone" by the anarchist leaders and the 
enemy reorganizes its forces after the 
tir.st wave of revolt and comes back in 
the form of bourgeois terror, that should 
by all means cause >us to congratulate 
and honor the "generous and idealist 
spirits", the anarchists of Spain! The 
anarchists in Lyons in 1870 decreed the 
state out of existence and established a 
"libertarian communism" but before 24 

hours had passed, the state, in the form 
of the National guards, returned and 
dispersed the rebels. And once again 
history repeats itself, only this time as 
a farce. 



They paid dearly Cor their "generous 
and idealist spirit", by "Idealists who 
were lighting to make a better world". 
The same article in "La Tierra" tell us: 
"Of the rebellion there only remains, 
apparently, the memory of a handful of 
men who, in jails and prison boats, 
dream that the desired triumph will 
come in the near future". Yes, it will 
only be a dream if the same strategy is 
repeated, a dream for some but more 
bloodshed and misery for the workers. 
In "avoiding" bloodshed they only bring 
on more bloodshed and prolonged misery 
and leave the door open for counter- 
revolution to give the workers a blood 
bath. 

The anarchist leaders have learned 
nothing from these events but the work- 
ers are far from being fools, as the 
bourgeoisie claims. They have learned 
by these revolts. Our document from 
Spain, says in part: "In spite of the 
incapable leadership and organization 
of the anarchists, the workers of Car- 
doner and Llobregat fought with admir- 
able solidarity and discipline and with- 
drew in perfect strategic order and with 
a minimum of losses, when they were 
convinced the movement was defeated. 
"The most important fact to be re- 
corded iu the uprising of Cardoner and 
Llobergat is the distinct political char- 
acter.. The workers had seized the city 
halls and hoisted the banner of the pro- 
letarian revolution on top of the build- 
ings themselves. That is to say, they 
had seized political power for themsel- 
ves. In some places, the anarchist ele- 
ment had proclaimed openly that their 
aim was the establishment of the dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat. This is a 
big step forward that the Communists 
can point to." 

Yes, many worker- followers of an- 
archism, seeing "libertarian commun- 
ism" in practice drew the conclusion that 
they must establish a dictatorship of the 
proletariat. This is a big step forward. 

— H. O. 



The Communists and the Agrarian Crisis 



The confusion existing in the ranks of 
the Communist movement on the Agra- 
rian question cannot be settled until we 
trace it to the source and at the same 
time present the determining factors of 
American agriculture. The agrarian 
question in America cannot be separated 
from the establishment of the Third 
International, after the successful Rus- 
sian revolution and the establishment of 
the Soviet Power. Up to .that time, the 
Second International had a bundle of 
confused ideas on the agrarian and colo- 
nial questions on the problem of the 
relationship between town and country. 
In fact, the Second International revised 
Marxism on this question, leaving the 
peasantry and colonies as open stamping 
grounds for imperialist robbery. 

Marx and Engels present a clear an- 
alysis of this question in their writings 
and Lenin and Trotsky (Trotsky, "Our 
Revolution" 1905) brought this question 
down to practical working class politics 
in the 1005 period, so successfully car 
ried out in the 1917 revolution by the 
Marxists. Through the Third Interna- 
tional this material and these lessons 
have become the property of the whole 



left the door wide open for blunders. 
They have left unanswered the whole 
question of: What kind of a revolution? 
What will it look like? (Lenin and 
Trotsky answered this for Russia). We 
cannot be satisfied with merely saying: 
Soviets .and dictatorship of the proletar- 
iat. What will the Soviets be like, when 
we take power, in comparison to the 
Soviets established by the first workers' 
class rule and in a backward country 
with the majority of peasants? In place 
of these answers we have revisionism 
for the advanced countries expressing 
itself as : The "peoples' revolution", 
Workers and Farmers parties and the 
Workers and Farmers Government ; Self 
determination for the American Negro 
and the Anti- Imperialist League, etc. 

One question we must settle and that 
will throw considerable light upon the 
problem for the advanced capitalist 
countries is the question of American 
agricultural conditions today. Once we 
lay down a Marxian analysis on this 
question we can more readily come to 
a proper understanding of the question. 
The problem for colonial countries will 
not be taken up here. We will confine 



class throughout the world, expressed ) ourself to advanced America. 

by their vanguard. However, since the] Agrarian Development under Capitalism 

establishment of the Stalin regime andl A proper elevation of the problem calls 



goods. According to the figures of the 
1'eople's Commissariat of Workers' and 
Peasants' Inspection, the percentage of 
defective goods in the needle industry 
amounted to 30 per cent this year as 
against 10 per cent last year. Defec- 
tive goods iu the production of rubber 
reaches 14 per cent, of shoes 13 per 
cent. There is -literally not a single 
branch of industry where i.he problem 
of quality is not a very painful one, and 
there is almost not a single branch 
where the current year did not bring 
a deterioration of quality. It is- clear, 
iu connection with this, that where the 
produce has to go through several 
stages in the process of production or 
through several branches of industry, 
the poor quality, in one branch is mul- 
tiplied by the poor quality in all the 
other branches. To what conclusions 
does an examination of the question of 
quality bring us? There are two con- 
clusions:' (1) The deteriora ion of the 
quality of production makes the quanti- 
tative indices more or less fictitious. 
Even Kuibishev was compelled to admit 
this at a session of the praesidium of 
the Supreme Economic Council, where he 
declared : "The figures of the tremendous 
growth of industry become relative if 
we take into consideration the qualita- 
tive changes". ("Ekonom. Zihzn", May 
22, 1030) "Za IndustrialUatslu" of July 
18, expresses itself still more emphati- 
cally, when it declares that under such 
conditions "all our quantita) ive achieve- 
ments would not amount to a farthing" 

In a whole series of instances, the de- 
terioration of quality not only annuls 
the quantitative achievements, bir.; even 
converts them into the opposite. For 
example, in the survey regarding the 
work in the textile industry for the first 
half year ("Za Industrialisatsiu", April 
20) we read: "'In many enterprises the 
plan of production is fulfilled at the 
expense of a growth in industrial loss- 
es and in defective goods among finish- 
ed and half-finished manufactures. The 
ultimate result shows that this makes 
the quantitative achievements negligible 
and that It has incurred losses to the 
textile industry and to national economy 
as a whole. Finally, in several groups 
of commodities, the cost of production 
is not covered, not o speak of any ac- 
<jumulation". This is the reverse side 
of the high tempo of increasing produc- 
tion. 

Only a comparison with the qualitative 
indices makes it possible to Judge the 
quantitative indices. Without laking 
into account the quality of the products, 
the quantity figures represent a mere 
statistical fiction, which does not at 
all give a picture of the actual state 
of affairs. It Is entirely clear that only 
by dividing the quantitative indices by 
the qualitative ones, can a true picture 
of reality be obtained. Such a picture 
would be considerably different from 
the one drawn in flippant articles by the 
official press. Unfortunately, there are 
not as yet such indices, with the help 
of which it would be possible f .o deter- 
mine the level of the quality of produc- 
tion and through that, also the actual 
level of its quantitative growth. This 
is our first conclusion. 

(2) The qualitative indices so far 
achieved, not only disclose i he great re- 
lativity of the quantitative indices at the 
present, but also their possible trend in 
the future. At the same time, the qual- 
ita ive indices also demonstrate indir- 
ectly the degree reached by the inten- 
sity of labor, with which they are 
closely bound up. Intensity of labor is 
driven to such limits that the worker 
wlio produces the amount demanded of 
him, is no longer able to direct his at- 
tention to the quality. All the data 
indicate that (further on, we shall once 
more come back to this) on the given 
technical basis, we have arrived very 
close to the boundary, beyond which a 
further increase in quantity through an 
increase in the intensity of labor can 
only be bought at the expense of a de- 
terioration in quality. The quality of 
production is a signal warning that a 
further increase in quantity at the ex- 
pense of an increase in. the Intensity of 
labor is no longer possible. 

(To be continued) 
Barnonl, July-August 1930 

—CHRISTIAN RAKOVSK*. 



the gradual crowding to the background 
of the Marxian ideas, we have witnessed 
a revival of revisionism on this question. 
Thfs time, from a different angle than 
that of the Second International. 

This revisionism takes on two differ- 
ent forms, one in the colonial countries, 
and another in the advanced countries. 
In turn, the problem as a whole flows 
from the theory of socialism in one 
country. In the colonial countries, Stal- 
inism poses the question of the 1905 
revolution and not that of October 1917 
and comes to the conclusion of the "dem- 
ocratic dictatorship of the proletariat 
and peasantry." Its concrete expres- 
sions have been manifold, with outstand- 
ing points of revision such as : the four- 
class-party in China, Workers and Pea- 
sants blocks, Peasant International etc. 
In the advanced capitalist countries and 
particularly in America its opposite ex- 
pression is manifested. The problem of 
the farmers and the agrarian crisis Is 
not understood and Cenfrlsm, In refusing 
to pose this question by showing the 
proper relation of town and country, has 



for an understanding of its historical 
development and relation. Under pre- 
capitalist conditions agriculture and 
manufacturing were established as a 
unity with manufacturing subordinated 
to agrciulture (manufacturing used in the 
obsolete sense — hand-tool production). 
"Domestic handicraft and manufacturing 
labor, as side issues to agriculture, which 
forms the basis, is the prerequisite of 
that mode of production upon which na- 
tilral economy rests, in European anti- 
quity and in Middle Ages as well as in 
the Indian commune ot the present day, 
in which the tradlctional organization 
has . not yet been destroyed. The capi- 
talist mode of production completely dis- 
solves this connection". (Marx: Cap- 
ital. Vol. 3, page 913)". The capitalist 
mode of production destroys this unity 
of agriculture and manufacturing and 
by the concentration of the means of 
production and their transformation Into 
capital they are able to expropriate the 
direct producers and change them into 
wage workers. These wage workers are 

(Continued, on page 4) 



* These figures were taken from sev- 
eral issues of "Za Industriallzatsiu" 
"or Industrialization") and "Ekonomit- 
chiskftya Zhten" ("Economic Life") at 
the end of the firs: half of the fiscal year 
1930. But if there has been any change 
since, then only for the worse. — Cti. R. 
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(Continued from page 1) 
struggle against the Stalin regime. 

Question: Do you still regard the pre- 
sent phase of the Bolshevist revolution 
as "Thermidorian", and has your view 
as expressed in your autobiography been 
borne ou. by events since your depart- 
ure from Soviet Russia? Answer: I 
have oever saidi that the present stage 
of the revolution was Thermidoriao." 
The historic conception of Therjnldor 
has a very definite content; it means a 
completion of 'the first stage of a vic- 
torious counter-revolution. A Thermi- 
dor in the U. S. S. R. could mean noth- 
ing else than the coming into power, 
although at flrst in a semi-disguised 
form, of the bourgeoisie, and consequent- 
ly a breakdown of the October revolution. 
1 have never, at any time or anywhere, 
said that the October revolution has 
broken down. This opinion is persist- 
ently attributed to me by the Stalin 
press for purposes which have nothing 
whatever to do with the interests of 
truth. What I have asserted and do 
assert is that there has grown iup on 
the basis of the October revolution a 
powerful bureaucratic stratum in which 
both tfctive and passive Thermidorian 
tendencies are very strong. However, 
their victory is still far off. The opposi- 
tion to these tendencies consists of a 
struggle for the independence of the 
Communist party, tie trade unions and 
the Soviets and for their vigilant con- 
trol over the bureaucracy. This opinion 
was not formed by me after my exile 
from the Soviet Union; on .he contrary, 
it was the cause of my exile. A bur- 
eaucracy does not tolerate any attacks 
upon its commanding role. The danger 
inherent in the Thermidorian tendenc- 
ies of a bureaucracy was - pehfectly 
clear to Lenin. He gave warning against 
this danger in his last speech at the 
Eleventh Congress of the party in 1922. 
My last conversation with Lenin was de- 
voted to this question. Lenin proposed 
that I form a bloc with him against 
that bureaucratism, the focal point of 
which he considered, and I also, to be 
the secretarial apparatus of the party 
led by Stalin. Lenin's second illness 



Sunday's Elections 
in Germany 

(Continued from page 1) 
capitalist. Hindenburg as the latter 
candidate, supported by the extreme re- 
actionary parties, signified the monarchy 
hovering over Germany. The K. C. C- 
I. then wrote correctly pointing out to 
the German Communist Party 10th con- 
gress, held July 10th, 1925: "The 10th 
congress of the Communist Party of 
Germany must frankly admit that the 
party committed an error by not follow- 
ing the advice given by the Executive 
Committee of the Communist Interna- 
tional after the first presidential ballot 
and before the election of Hindenburg, 
namely, to signi!y to the German social 
democra" that the Communists were 
prepared to withdraw 'their candidate in 
favor of the social democratic candidate 
on certain conditions. Such errors and 
delays are unforgivable in politics and 
always costly to the party of the rev- 
olutionary proletariat." 

Germany 1925 is, of couise, not Ger- 
many 1932. Today there is an objective- 
ly revolutionary situation in the coun- 
try: Today there is the yet more serious 
and more direct menace of Fascism 
hoovering over Germany. Today so 
much more is the question of working 
class unity, of a united front from or- 
ganization to organization, from move- 
ment to movement, of workers under 
social democratic ideology and those of 
Communist Ideology against Fascism, 
the vital issue of the moment. It Is 
not yet too late. The German prole- 
tariat is still in a powerful lighting 
position. It has created a powerful 
Communist Party ; but the supreme need 
is for tbe party to understand how to 
apply this essential united front tactic 
on a genuine and honest basis. 
GERMAN LEFT OPPOSITION 
APPEALS TO PARTS FOR ■ 
UNITED FONT POLICY 

This our German comrades of the Left 
Opposition have already proposed in a 
very concrete form embodied in its ap- 
peal to the official Communist Party In 
addition to putting forward a worker's 
united front presidential candidate also 
to create (1) Committees of Action con- 
sisting of representatives of factories, 
trade unions, political groups and other 
workers' organizations. 

(2) A Joint Council of Action to be 
constituted at a congress of delegates 
from these Committees of Action . . 
to represent the proletarian concentra- 
tion, against the concentration of the 
reactionaries. 

(3) The congress must be organized 
in advance as the proletarian counter- 
parliament in the event of a Fascist 
Reichstag, or against an extra parlia- 
mentary or ' parliamentary Fascist gov- 
ernment. 

(4) The congress must solve three 
tasks concretely : 

(a) the preparation of the general 
strike to prevent the seizure of power 
by Hugenberg and Hitler; 

(b) the formation of one common, 
non-party workers' defense corps; 

(c) the elaboration of a common min- 
imum program with regard to the next 
steps to be taken "jy the Committees of 
Action. 

— ABNB SWABECK. 



prevented the carrying out of this plan. 

Socialist Success, Prepare Ground For 

Weakening of Bureaucracy 

Question: is there need of modifying 
the Communist dictatorship in Hussia 
and how should this be modified? Ans- 
wer: This question Is closely bound up 
with the first two. The economic suc- 
cesses, it Is needless to say, have greatly 
strengthened the Soviet Union. At the 
same time they have greatly weakened 
the position of Stalin's official apparatus. 
In this there is no contradiction. In the 
first place, it is perfectly clear to all 
conscious elements of the population of 
■the Soviet Union that the successes In 
the sphere of industrialization and col- 
lectivization became possible only be- 
cause the Stalin bureaucracy came up 
against the ' resistance of its protege, 
the kulak, who refused to surrender his 
grain to -the State, and thus the bur- 
eaucracy was compelled to take over 
and carry out the program of the I^eft 
Opposition. Stalin has dealt with our 
program in much the Hame way that the 
freetrader MacDonald has dealt with 
.he protectionist program of JoBeph 
Chamberlain, who also in his time was 
cruelly beaten at the polls. Today Cham- 
berlain (I mean the father, not the son) 
is in any case more popular in Eng- 
land than MacDonald. To be sure, 
Chamberlain died long ago. But the 
principal leaders of the Russian opposi- 
tion are alive. Rakovsky in Burnaoul 
is attentively following all the processes 
qf industry and politics in the Soviet 
Union. A second and still more impor- 
tant cause of the weakening of the So- 
viet bureaucracy lies in the fact that 
the economic successes have greatly 
elevated not only tbe number of tbe 
Russian workers, but also their cultural 
level, their confidence in their own 
powers and their feeling of Independ- 
ence. All these traits are hard to recon- 
cile with a bureaucratic guardianship. 
Nevertheless, the Stalin apparatus in 
its struggle for dominance has carried 
the bureaucratic regime to its utmost 
extremes. I want especially to emphas- 
ize this fact : the economic successes, as 
frequently happens in history, have not 
strengthened but, on tJie contrary, un- 
dermined the position of the ruling 
stratum, I consider important changes 
in tha methods of the Soviet regime ab- 
solutely inevitable, and that, too, in the 
rather near future. These changes will 
involve a blow at the dictatorship of 
the Stalin bureaucracy, and will indub- 
itably clear the road for a flourishing 
of Soviet democracy on the foundations 
laid down by the October revolution. 
Predicts His Party's Return 

Question: Do you look forward to 
your return to Soviet ttussia? Under 
what conditions would that be possible 
and what would be your program? Ans- 
wer- I think that the above-mentioned 
changes will make possible and inevit- 
able a return of the Left Opposition to 
active work in the Soviet Union. 
For Support of Bruening?— A Stalinist 
Slander! 

Question: You have been reported as 
urging the Communists in Germany to 
support the Bruening Government as a 
means of staving off the victory of Hit- 
lerlsm — is that true? Why do you con- 
sider the present policy of German com- 
munism erroneous? Answer: Dispatches 
■to the effect that I have urged the Ger- 
man Communists to support the Gov- 
ernment of Bruening are, of course, 
false. The Stalin press has attributed 
this plan to me, and the idea has been 
taken up by journalists who do not 
understand the situation. I proposed to 
the German Communists to carry out 
the policy of the so-called United Front. 
The Communists ought to propose to 
the Social -Democrats and to the trade 
unions led by them a program of cooper- 
ative, practical struggle against the at- 
tack of the Fascists. The Social-Dem- 
ocratic masses quite sincerely desire to 
wage such a struggle. If the leaders 
refuse, they will compromise themselves 
in the eyes of their own masses. If 
the leaders agree the masses, In practic- 
al action, will go beyond their leaders 
and support the. Communists. One must 



learn to make use of disagreements in 
the camp of opponents and enemies. 
Only with a policy as flexible as this is 
It possible to rise step by step to the 
top. Strategy involves maneuvers as 
well as assault. I have not the sligb est 
doubt that the German Communist 
party, in spite of the resistance of the 
Stalin bureaucracy, will learn this stra- 
tegy, through which alone bolshevlsm 
was able to win tbe power In Russia. 
Tbe Present Crisis: Its effects on 
Europe and America 
..Question: What is your view of the 
present world economic crisis and its 
implications for the prevailing social 
order? Do you still look for world rev- 
olution as a likely consequence of the 
crisis or do you believe that capitalism 
may surmount the crisis and enter upon 
a period of stabilization? What would 
be the situation of Soviet Russia in 
event of stabilization? Has not the 
world economic crisis placed Soviet Rus- 
sia before the need of revising her own 
economic policies? Answer: Tbe present 
economic crisis is an indubitable expres- 
sion of the fact that world capitalism 
has outlived itself as u. system. The 
question of the historic date when it 
will be replaced by another system will 
be decided, of course, in different ways 
for different countries, and especially 
for different parts of -the world. Pre- 
sent-day Europe has no wav out. Even 
though the automatic working of the 
laws of the market lead to a softening 
of the crisis in Europe after a year or 
two, the crisis will return again in a 
comparatively short time with redoubled 
force. The productive forces arc being 
strangled in the national cells of Eur- 
ope. The dilettante plan of SL Briand 
for a union of Europe has not emerged 
and never will emerge from the labora- 
tory of the chancelleries and editorial 
offices. The ruling classes will cure tine 
crisis with a further economic decima- 
tion of Europe and a strengthening of 
protectionism and militarism. Under 



these circumstances I see no prospect of 
a general stabilization of European cap- 
italism. 

Question: How do you view the posi- 
tion of the linited States in Ihe. present 
world situation? Answer: I think as a 
result of the present crisis the predom- 
inance of American over European capi- 
talism will grow still more pronounced. 
Iti the same way, as a result of every 
crisis, you see a growth in the predom- 
inance of the big enterprise over the 
small, the trust over the isolated un- 
dertaking. However. this inevitable 
growth of the world hegemony of the Un- 
ited States will entail further deep con- 
tradictions both in the economy and in 
the politics of the great American Repu- 
blic. In asserting the die atorship of tbe 
dollar over the whole world Ihe ruling 
class of the United States will introduce 
the contradictions of the whole world 
in o the very basis of its own dominance. 
The economy and the politics of the Un- 
ited Stales will depend more and more 
directly upon crises, wars and revolu- 
tions in all parts of the world. The 
position of "observer" cannot long be 
maintained formally, I think that Am- 
erica will create the most colossal sys- 
tem of land, sea and air militarism that 
tern of land, sea and air militarism that 
can be imagined. The conclusive em- 
ergence of America from its old "pro- 
vincialism," the struggle for markets, 
the growth of armaments, and active 
world policy, the experience of the pre- 
sent crisis — all these things will inevit- 
ably intrdouee deep changes into the in- 
ner life of the United States. The em- 
ergence of a labor party is inevitable. 
It may begin to grow with an "Amer- 
ican tempo," leading to the liquidation 
of one of the two old parties ,just as 
the Liberals have disappeared in" Eng- 
land. 

To sum it up, you must say the So- 
viet Union will be Americanised techni- 
cally, Europe will either be Sovietized 
or descend to barbarism, the United 
States will be Europeanlzed politically. 



The Communists and the Agrarian Crisis 



Railroads & Strike Policy 

(Continued from page 2) 
ftcieney'" and cooperation with the com- 
pany policy have been put into effect 
with the consent of the labor officials, 
S tool -"pigeon ism is encouraged by the so- 
called merit mark system. Wage cut* 
have been voluntarily accepted by the 
labor leaders for the health of "our in- 
dustry, or for some other equally fool- 
ish excuse. Strikes have been called on 
a number of small roads and been neg- 
lected and permitted to drag on aimless- 
ly for years and Anally forgotten. No 
attempt was made to spread these strikes, 
so they could be won. There was no 
picketing, and coins were delivered to 
and received from these striking roads 
by union workers on other lines. As a 
matter of fact, the class collaboration 
policy has practically wrecked the rail- 
road unions and their only function at 
present is to collect dues from the mem- 
bers for tbe benefit of the salaried of- 
ficials. 

However, there Is a marked reaction 
manifesting itself among the members 
against this cooperation and surrender 
policy and signs are pointing to the 
formation of a growing organized min- 
ority in the railroad unions who will 
sooner or later be able to relegate the 
15,000 dollar-a-year bureaucrats, with 
their cooperation policy, bo the political 
dung heap. 

—A. B. 



(Continued from page 3) 
first concentrated in the developing cities 
and later, with the development of capi- 
talism, reach out and invade the coun- 
tryside as agricultural workers almost 
to the degree that capitalist production 
subordinate agriculture and molds it to 
its own liking. "The advent of capital 
as an independent and leading power in 
agriculture does not take place generally 
all at once, but gradually and separately 
in various lines of production. It seizes 
first not a»rieulture proper, but such 
lines of production as cattle raising, es- 
pecially sheep raising, whose principle 
produdet, wool, offers a steady surplus of 
the market price over the price of pro- 
duction during rising industry, and this 
is not balanced until later. This was 
the case in England during the 16th Cen- 
tury." Marx: Capital, Vol. 3, page 931) 

In the first stage of production, its 
forces work destructively against the 
pre-capitalist condition of tbe unity of 
agriculture and manufacturing. Bat 
once it has smashed this relationship, It 
starts the process of unifying capitalist 
industry and capitalist agriculture on a 
new plane. Developed, capitalism lays 
the base for the transformation of agri- 
culture into a modern industry. In the 
negative sense this is already accomplish- 
ed in advanced America, but in the posi- 
tive sense it is not, and will not be 
until after the seizure of power by the 
proletariat and the establishment of the 
socialist mode of production. 
The Agrarian Crisis 

What is the relationship between agri- 
culture and industry in America and 
what is the meaning of the agrarian 
crisis? The agrarian crisis seems to be a 
permanent feature of American capital- 
ism, and logically so, because it is by the 
phenomena of the concentration of capi- 
tal (and land capital is no excepiton) 
that American capitalism is further 
transforming American agriculture to its 
own liking. The centralization carries 
with it a greater diversification of the 
division of social labor, with different 
sections specializing in different food- 
stuffs, even through diversified uses of 
the soil, in order to rotate crops for the 
greatest exploitation of the capital in- 
vested. 

"It is the nature of the capitalist mode 
of production to reduce the agricultural 
population continually as compared to 
the non-agrieultural, because in industry, 
(strictly speaking) the increase of the 
constant capital compared to the vari- 
able capital goes hand in hand with am 
absolute increase, though relative de- 
crease, of the variable capital: whereas 



Youth Club Activities 

YOUTH CLASS 

A class in the A B C of Communism 
will hold its flrst session Sunday, March 
13, 330 P. M., at 84 E. 10th St. This 
class has been arranged by the Spartacus 
Youth Club. Comrade George Ray will 
be the Instructor. Ail young workers 
and students who are interested are in- 
vited to attend. The Spartacus Youth 
Club itself will meet at the same address 
on Sunday, March 13, at 5 P. M. A 
lecture by comrade Joseph Carter on 
The Role of the Socialist Party will be 
given. Extensive discussion will follow. 

The program of discussions for the 
next few meetings are as follows : March 
20, The. Events in the Far East ; March 
27, "The History of the Russian Rev- 
olution"— a discussion on Trotsky's book. 



tn agriculture the variable capital re- 
quired for the exploitation of a certain 
piece of land is decreased absolutely and 
cannot increase unless new land is 
taken into cultivation, which implies a 
still greater previous growth of the non- 
agricultural population." (Vol. 3, page 
747). The expropriation of the peasantry 
and handicraft labor as primitive ac- 
cumulation of capital takes on new forms 
fn advanced capitalism with the con- 
stant shift of the rural to the urban 
population and the debtf-and^mortgage- 
rMden farmers ever on the Increase, in 
the last analysis resulting in driving 
them off the land. And if they return, 
to return as wage laborers or tenants 
in varied forms. 

Effects of the Land Crisis 
In other words, "healthy" capitalism, 
carrying out the capitalist process of cen- 
tralization, concentration and accumula- 
tion, creating laws the capitalists cannot 
control are doing nothing more nor less 
than is necessary for a capitalist sys- 
tem. Where the "logical" see the weak- 
ening of its agricultural base and point 
there to the "agrarian revolution" in an 
advanced country or to a "■Workers and 
Farmers Government", the fact remains 
that the opposite is true and the weak 
spot in this process manifests itself in 
another sphere of capitalist production. 
In tact, the further tearing down of out- 
lived agricultural relations and the 
molding of them to capitalist liking is 
necessary to strengthen this "industry" 
that has always lagged behind *he gen- 
eral development of industrial capital- 
ism. The agrarian crisis in advanced 
countries creates friction and steam to 
be let off. But its weakening effect up- 
on capitalism is expressed primarily in 
the industrial base of advanced conn- 
tries. It transforms a decisive section 
of the farmer class into agricultural 
workers. It shifts the dead weight of 
the country to the top heavy weight of 
the city under capitalism, swelling the 
proletariat from two angles. It further 
socializes the mode of production and 
.with it, the contradiction of accumula- 
tion and capitalist appropriation. It 
disorganizes the whole world division of 
labor, shaking up not only the internal 
relations between agriculture and indu- 
stry but also the external relations be- 
tween colonial and imperialist coun- 
tries, in fact all of the contradictions of 
town and country as such. 

The American farmer, since th^ war, 
has overproduction of foodstuffs and raw- 
material in every line but cannot see 
his own overproduction, and only points 
to the tremendous overproduction of tbe 
colonial regions, a necessary develop- 
ment and encouragement of industry un- 
der Imperialism — resulting in the crea- 
tion a whirlwind presure from all sides. 
"It Is precisely the rapidly growing cul- 
tivation of such prairie or steppe dis- 
tricts which of late turns the renowned 
statement of Malthus, that the popula- 
tion "presses upon the means of sub- 
sistence", Into ridicule, and has created 
the reverse of it In the complaint of 
the agrarians, who wail that agriculture, 
and with it Germany, will be ruined un- 
less the means of substltence which are 
pressing upon the population are kept 
out by force. The cultivation of these 
eteppes, prairies, pampas, llanos .etc., 
is only in its beginnings; its -revolution- 
ary efTect on European agriculture will, 
therefore, make" itself felt later on even 
more than hitherto." (Engels, Vol. 3, 
page 786). (To be continued) 
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The Strategy of the World Revolution 

(Part I of the "Criticism of the 

Draft Program of the C. I." 

by Leon Trotsky 

Published by the C. L. of A. Opposition) 

New York City, 1931 

This important document which was 
originally the second section of the Crit- 
icism of the Draft Program of the Com- 
munist International was published in 
the United States by the Left Opposi- 
tion nearly a year and a half ago. The 
reason for its publication subsequent to 
the appearance of the two other sec- 
tions of the criticism (published as The 
Draft Program of the Communist Inter- 
national, A Criticism of Fundamentals) 
was, as is related in the introduction, 
its complete suppression by the Stalin- 
Bucharin bloc so that the American 
Left Opposition was totally unaware of 
its existence. In Ihe four years since 
it was written, far from having dimin- 
ished in its usefulness in relation to the 
developments of the world revolution, it 
has, on the contrary, become more valua- 
ble, particularly when revolution is again 
being placed on the order of the day in 
Europe. 
Trotsky on tlie Character of Our Epoch 

Without understanding the nature of 
the epoch in which we live, the manner 
and tempo in which events unfold them- 
selves, the enormous weight of the sub- 
jective factor in accelerating, precipi- 
tating, or retarding changes in the in- 
ternational situation, and without draw- 
ing the strategical lessons from the rev- 
olutionary convulsions of the post-war 
period and the Russian revolution, a 
repetition of the defeats of the world 
revolution are unavoidable. It is pre- 
cisely upon these crucial questions that 
the program of the Communist Inter- 
i)ationai fails to give an adequate ans- 
wer. "Without an extensive, general, 
dialectical comprehension of the present 
epoch as ait epoch of abrupt turns," 
writes Trotsky, "a real education of the 
young parties, a correct strategical 
leadership of class struggles, a correct 
application of _[actics and a sharp and 
bold right about face at a turn of the 
situation, is impossible. And it is just 
at such a turn that in two or three days 
often decides the destiny of the world 
revolution for years to come." 

Events In Germany are now converg- 
ing toward such a decisive point. For 
this reason the lessons of the defeat of 

1923 which Trotsky succinctly reviews 
in this pamphlet assumes extraordinary 
timeliness. The German party was un- 
able to reorientate itself toward mobil- 
izing for the seizure of power in 1923 
after it had been directed by the Third 
Congress toward the conquest of the 
masses through daily work In the trade 
unions, in parliament, in factories, in 
the press and so on. The party was 
confronted with what Trotsky calls the 
crisis of tne revolutionary leadership 
on the eve of the transition to armed 
uprising. Elements of the leadership 
and middle layers of the party succumb 
to the furious assaults of bourgeois pub- 
lic opinion, to its material and Ideolo- 
gical terror, and vacillate at the moment 
the party must proceed unhesitatingly 
into the armed struggle. 

After the opportue moment had been 
missed in Germany, the Comintern lead- 
ership instead of recognizing that, as a 
result of the defeat, they were con- 
fronted with a new stage in which it 
was necessary to retreat, to consolidate 
one s positions, to wage defensive strug- 
gles, entered upon a policy of ultra-Left 
adventurism. It was at this time in 

1924 that Stalin declared: '"The, social 
democracy is an objectively more mod- 
erate wing of Fascism," But it was not 
until 1929, when the "third period' 
swept in that this original Idea of Stalin 
ripened into the flourishing theory of 
"social- Fascism". 

The liaisons of the Anglo-Russan 

Committee 

However, the "Leftism" of 1924 soon 
converted itself into its opposite, the 
period of the opportunism of the Right- 
Center Bloc. Here Trotsky examines 
the mistakes committed by the Stalin- 
Bucharin leadership In the maneuvers 
with the Anglo-Russian Committee. The 
Left Opposition condemned the policy on 
the Anglo-Russian Committee not be- 
cause it is opposed to the united front 
tactic, as the Right wing stupidly as- 
serts, but because of the illusions with 
which it was invested. "The Anglo-Rus- 
sian Committee was perceived not as a 
purely episodic bloc of leaders" that 
would inevitably have to be and would 
be demonstratively broken at the first 
serious test in order to compromise the 
General Council. No, not only Stalin, 
Bucharin, Tomsky and others, but also 
Zlnoviev saw in it a long-lasting 'friend- 
ship', an Instrument for the systematic 
revolutionization of the English working 
masses, and if not the gate, at least 
the threshold of the gate over which the 
revolution of the English proletariat 



would stride." Stalin conceived the bloc 
as a means of preventing military inter- 
vention of the Imperialist powers in the 
Soviet Union. 

The chapter on -'The Maueuverist 
Character of Revolutionary Strategy" 
illuminates a tactic that has been sys- 
tematically abused by the Right wing 
and deeply confused by the Qeutrlsts. 
Trotsky with scathing irony ridicules 
those corps of maneuver specialists who 
imagine that by maneuvers they can 
solve all the big questions of the class 
Struggle. "Once and for ail.it must be 
impressed that a maneuver never de- 
cides anything in great matters ... A 
correct maneuver can only facilitate the 
decision by giving the possibility of 
gaining time or of attaning greater re- 
sults with smaller forces. Difficulties 
in principle, ou the contrary, cannot be 
overcome with the aid of a maneuver." 
What should be the attitude toward the 
so-called ally? "In a maneuver, one 
must always proceed from the very 
worst assumptions with regard to one's 
adversary to whom concessions are made, 
or with regard to the dubious ally with 
whom arrangements are concluded, and 
not from the best. It must be constant- 
ly borne in mind that the ally can per- 
haps become an enemy by tomorrow." 
And above all, in every maneuver the in- 
dependence of the party must be main- 
tained. 

Trotsky devotes a chapter to the ques- 
tion of the party regime. In a thor- 
oughly dialectical manner he analyses 
the question of groups and factions with- 
in the party, shows under what condi- 
tions they arise, and under what condi- 
tions they are absent; analyses the 
question of Bolshevizntion and leader- 
ship, the relation between the C. P. S. 
U. and the parties of the West. After 
all the monstrous perversions on these 
basic questions by the bureaucratic ap- 
paratus it is indeed refreshing to read 
these lines, so lucid and so Marxian. 

— C. It. 



Young Spartacus Affair 

YOUTH AFFAIR 

On Saturday, March 26, at 8 P. M., 
a youth affair will be held at The Mili- 
tant headquarters, 84 East 10th St., for 
the benefit of Young Spartacus, youth 
organ of the Left Opposition. All com- 
rades are assured of a good time. There 
will be dancing, entertainment, and re- 
freshments. The affair Is being held un- 
der the auspices of the Spartacus Youth 
Club. 

FOR INFORMATION 

ON THE YOUTH MOVEMENT 

READ YOUNG SPARTACUS 



Lectures on the History of 
the Communist International 

On Wednesday evening, March lf)th at 
8 P. M., comrade Shachtman will give 
the second of his series of eight lectures 
on the History of the Communist Inter- 
national. This lecture will deal with 
the first congress of the International 
held in 1919. Comrades and sympath- 
izers who intend to attend this leoutre 
would do well to read "The Manifesto 
of the Moscom International" which was 
signed in Moscow in March 1910 by com- 
rade Lenin, Trotsky, Piatt en, Zinoviev 
and Rakovsky. 
A Series of Eight Popular Lectures 
by 
kax Shachtman 
March 16t0t — The Founding of the New 

International 
The First Congress— 1919 
March 23rd— The Twenty-One Condi- 
tions of the International 
The Second Congress — 1S20. 
Mareh 30th— The Struggle for the Con- 
quest of the Masses 
The Third Congress— 1921 
April 6th — The Last Leninist Congress 
The Fourth Congress — 1922 
April 13th— The First Victory of the 

Right-Centrist Reaction 
The Fifth Congress— 1924 
April 20th— The Triumph of the Epi- 
gones 
The Sixth Congress— 1928 
April 27th— The Future of the Third 
International — What Next 

at the 

LABOR TEMPLE— 14th St., and 2nd Ave. 

at 8 P. M. 

QUESTIONS and DISCUSSION. 

$1 for the course 
Admission 15c per lecture 



Glotzer's National Tour 

In the west comrade Glotzer's national 
tour has met with success as welt as 
with some difficulties. In St Louis the 
meeting was held in the main public 
Ibrary hall with better than 100 workers 
in attendance. This attendance gives 
testimony to the growing Interest in 
Communism displayed by the workers 
there. This became further evident in 
the discussion following the lecture with 
many questions addressed to the speak- 
er touching upon the fundamental pro- 
letarian problems. 

In the mine field of Illinois comrade 
Glotzer met some difficulties. Our most 
active comrade ahd to be away from the 
preparatory work to take part in- negoti- 
ations of the union scale committee. In 
addition, and most important much in- 
timidation already exists amongst the 
miners, further intensified by the latest 
Communist persecutions. Under such 
conditions, as could be expected, the 
meeting became small but nevertheless 
gave an opportunity to discuss some of 
the workers' problems with the live 
wires present. 

There were additional difficulties in 
Kansas City which were also of the 
character hitting the Communist move- 
ment as a whole. Our comrades were 
actually unable, even after much effort, 
to secure a hall. -The meeting therefor© 
had to be held In a private but spacious 
house. It was the same house where one 
of the existing unemployment councils 
meet. While it is located a good deal 
out of the way there was nevertheless 
an attendance of about 40 workers who 
took serious part in the questions dis- 
cussed . 
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We reprint below an article by 
Lenin on the significance of the 
Paris Commune to the international 
working class. Lenin and the Bol- 
sheviks absorbed the lessons taught 
by Mars and Engels on the Com- 
mune and found these Invaluable in 
their struggle for the Russian Rev- 
olution. On the sixty-first anniver- 
sary of the Paris Commune it is be- 
fitting for us to reprint this brief 
writing penned by one who helped 
carry out the tusks the heroic Paris-,, 
tan Communards set themselves, con- 
tinued their work, and began the 
class revenge of the .-world proletar- 
iat against the bloody suppression 
of the Commune by leading the 
Russian workers to the victorious 
Red October. — Ed. 

Forty years have passed since the 
proclamation of the Paris Commune. 
According to their custom, the French 
proletariat are honouring the memory of 
the revolutionary workers of March 18. 
1871, by meetings and demonstrations. 
At the end of May they will again bring 
wreaths to the tombs of the Commun- 
ards who were shot, the victims of the 
fearful "May Week", and over their 
graves they will once more take the 
oath to fight untiringly until their ideas 
have conquered, until their cause has 
been completely victorious. 

Why do the proletariat, not only in 
Prance but throughout the entire world, 
honour the workers of the Paris Com- 
mune as their forerunners? What was 
the heritage of the Commune? 

The Commune broke out spontaneous- 
ly. No one consciously prepared it in 
an organized way. The unsuccessful 
war with Germany, privations during the 
siege, unemployment among the prole- 
tariat and ruin among the petty-bourge- 
oisie ; the indignation of the masses 
against the upper classes and against 
the authorities who had displayed their 
complete incapacity, an indefinable fer- 
mentation among the working class, 
which was discontented with its lot and 
was striving towards a different social 
system ; the reactionary make-up of the 
National Assembly, which roused fears 
as to the fate of the republic— all this 
and many other things combined to drive 
the papulation of Paris to revolution on 
March 18, which unexpectedly placed 
power fn the hands of the National 
Guard, in the hands of the working class 
and the petty- bourgeoisie which had 
joined in with It. 

This was an event unprecedented in 
history. Up to that time power had 
customarily been in the hands of land- 
lords and capitalists, i. e., in the hands 
of their trusted agents who made up the 
so-called Government. After .the revolu- 
tion of March 18, when the Thiers Gov- 
ernment fled from Paris with its troops, 
its police and its officials, the people re- 
mained masters of the situation and 
power passed into the hands of the pro- 
letariat. But In modern society, enslav- 
ed economically by capital, the prole- 
tariat cannot dominate politically unless 
it breaks the chains which fetter it to 
capital. This is why the movement of 
the Commune inevitably had to take on 
a Socialist colouring, i. e., to begin striv- 
ing for the overthrow of the power of 
the bourgeoisie, the power of capital, to 
destroy the "very foundations of the pre-! 
sent social order. 

At first this movement was extrejnely 
indefinite and confused. It was joined 
by patriots who hoped that the Commune 
would renew the war with the Germans 
and bring it to a successful conclusions. 
It was supported by the smalt shopkeep- 
ers who were threatened with ruin un- 
less there was a postponement of pay- 
ments on debts and rent (the Govern- 
ment dtd not want to give them such a 
postponement but the Commune gave it). 
Ffnaily, it had, at first, the sympathy of 
the bourgeois republicans, whp feared 
that the reactionary National Assembly 
( the "backwoodsmen", ignorant land- 
lords) would restore the monarchy. But 
the chief role in this ^ movement was of 
course played by the workers (especially 
the artisans of Paris), among whom 
Socialist propaganda had been energetic- 
ally carried on during the last years or 
the Second Empire and many of whom 
even belonged to the First International. 
Only the workers remained loyal to 
the Commune to the end. Tiie bourgeois 
republicans and the petty-bourgeoisie 
soon broke away from it, the former 
afraid of the revolutionary Socialist 
proletarian character of the movement, 
and the others dropping out when they 
saw that it was doomed to inevitable 
defeat. Only the French proletariat 
supported their Government fearlessly 
and Untiringly, they alone fought and 
died for it. for the cause of the eman- 
cipation of the working class, for a bet- 
ter future for all toilers. 

Deserted by their allies of yesterday 
and supported by no one, the Commune 
was doomed to inevitable defeat The 
entire bourgeoisie of France, all the 
landlords, the stockbrokers, the faetory 
owners, all the great and small robbers, 
all the exploiters, combined against it. 
This bourgeois coalition, supported by 
Bismarck ( who released a hundred 



New Trotsky Scries on 
Germany Start* Next Week 



taken prisoner to put down revolutionary 
Paris), succeeded in rousing the back- 
ward peasants and the petty bourgeoisie 
of the provinces against the proletariat 
of Paris, and in surrounding half of 
Paris with a ring of steel (the other half 
was held by the German army). In 
some of the larger cities in France 
(Marseilles, Lyons, St. Eltenne,, Dijon, 
etc.) the workers also attempted to seize 
power, to proclaim the Commune, and 
come to the help of Paris, but these at- 
tempts soon failed. Paris, which had 
first raised the flag of proletarian revolt, 
was left to its own resources and doom- 
ed to certain destruction. 

For the victory of the social revolu- 
tion, at least two conditions are neces- 
sary : a high development of productive 
forces and the preparedness of the pro- 
letariat. But In 1S71 neither of these 
conditions was present. French capital- 
ism was still only slightly developed, 
and France was at that time raafnly a 
country of petty-bourgeoisie (artisans, 
peasants, shopkeepers, etc.). On the 
other hand there w#s no workers* party, 
the working class, which in the mass 
was unprepared and untrained, did not 
even clearly visualize its tasks and the 
methods of fulfilling them. There were 
no serious political organizations of the 
proletariat, no strong trade unions and 
co-operative societies. 

But the chief thing which the Com- 
mune lacked was the time to think out 
and undertake the fulfillment of its 
programme. It hardly had time to start 
working, when the Versailles govern- 
ment, supported by the entire bourgeois- 
ie, opened military operations against 
Paris. The Commune had to think first 
of all of defence. Right up to the very 
end, May 21-28, it had no time to think 
seriously of anything else. 

In spite of such unfavorable condi- 
tions, In spite of the brevity of Its ex- 
istence, the Commune found time to 
carry out some measures which suffici- 
ently characterize Its real significance 
and aims. The Commune replaced the 
standing army, that blind weapon in the 
hands of the ruling classes, by the arm- 
ed people. It proclaimed the separation 
of church from State, abonshed the 
State support of religious bodies (I. e.. 
State salaries lor priests), gave popu- 
lar education a purely secular charac- 
ter, and in this way struck a severe blow 
at the gendarmes In priestly robes. In 
the purely social sphere the Commune 
could do very lltle, but this little never- 
theless clearly shows its character as a 
popular, workers' Government. Night 
work in bakeries was forbidden, the sys- 
tem of fines, this system of legalized 
robbery of the workers, was abolished.. 
Finally, the famous decree was issued 
according to which all factories, works 
and workshops which had been abandon- 
ed or stopped by their owners, were to 
Ik> handed over to associations of work- 
ers in order to resume production. And, 
as if to emphasize its character as a 
truly democratic proletarian Government, 
the Commune decreed that the salaries 
of all ranks in the administration and 
the government should not exceed the 
normal wages of a worker, and In no 
case should dexceed 8,000 francs per 
year. 

AH these measures showed witn suf- 
ficient clearness that the Commune was 
a deadly menace to the old world, found- 
ed on slavery and exploitation. There- 
fore bourgeois society could not sleep 
peacefully so long as the Red Flag of 
the proletariat waved over the Parle 
City Hall. When at last the organized 
force of the Government had managed 
to defeat the poorly organized forces of 
the revolution, the Bonapartist generals 
who had been beaten by the Germans 
and who were brave only when fighting 
their defeated countrymen, these French 
Rennenkampfs and Meller-Sakomelskys, 
organized such a slaughter aa Paris had 
never known. About 30,000 Parisians 
were killed by the fericious soldiery, 
about 45,000 were arrested and many 
of these were afterwards executed, 
thousands were imprisoned or exiled. In 
all, Paris lost about 100,000 of its sons, 
including the best workers of all trades. 
The bourgeoisie were satisfied. "Now 
we have finished with Socialism for a 
long time," said their leader, the blood- 
thirsty dwarf, Thiers, after the blood- 
bath which he and his generals had ar- 
ranged for the proletariat of Paris. But 
these bourgeois crows cawed in vain. 
Six years after the suppression of the 
Commune, when many of Its flghers were 
still pining in prison or In exile, a new 
workers' movement rose in France. A 
new Socialist generation, enriched by 
the experience of heir predecessors and 
no whit discouragd by their defeat, pick- 
ed up the flag which had dropped from 
the hands of the fighters of the Commune 
and bore it boldly and confidently for- 
ward, with cries of: "Long live the soc- 
ial revolution! Long live the Commune!" 
And a few years after that, the new 
workers' party and the agitation raised 
by it throughout the country, compelled 
the ruling classes to release the impris- 
oned Communards, who were still in the 
hands of the government. 
The memory of the fighters of the 



Beginning with the next issue, The 
Militant will print extracts from com- 
rade Trotsky's new book on Germany. 
The book has just arrived and Is being 
translated into English. The table of 
contents are: Democracy and Fascism; 
The Social Democracy and the Policy of 
the Lesser Evil; The Italian Experience; 
The Communist Party and the Working 
Class; The United Front Policy (Funda- 
jnental Principles) ; The Soviets as Or- 
gans of the' United Front; The Russian 
Experience; What Is Centrism; Eurocra- 
ts Centrism (The International Stalin 
Faction) ; The S. A. P„ and Its Future; 
Brandltr, Urbans and Others; Economic 
Struggles and Trade Union Unity; The 
Political Mass Strike, Workers' Control 
of Production; From Defensive to Of- 
fensive. 



Results of the German Elections 

Gains of Reaction Serious Warning against Stalinist Policy 



workers of France but by the proletariat 
of the whole world, for the Commune 
did not fight for any local or narrow 
national aim, but for the freedom of 
toiling humanity, of all the downtrod- 
den and oppressed. As the foremost 
fighter for the social revolution, the 
Commune has won sympathy wherever 
there is a proletariat struggling and 
suffering. The picture of Its life and 
death, the sight of a workers' govern- 
ment which seized the capital of the 
world and kept it in its hands for over 
two months, the spectacle of the heroic 
sruggle of the proletariat and its suf- 
ferings after defeat — all this has raised 
the spirit of millions of workers, aroused 
their hopes and attracted their sympath- 
ies to the side of socialism. The thun- 
der of the cannon In Paris awakened 
the most backward strata of the prole- 
tariat from deep slumber, and every- 
where gave impetus to the growth of 
revolutionary Socialist propaganda. This 
is why the cause of the Commune did 
not die. It lives to the present day in 
every one of us. 

The cause of the Commune is the 
social revolution, the cause of the com- 
plete political and economic emancipa- 
tion of the toilers. It is the cause of 
the proletariat of the whole world. And 
in this sense It is immortal. 

Rahoehftja Gazeta, No. 4-5, 
April* 28 (15), 1911.) 



Last Sunday's presidential elections In 
Germany were breathlessly watched by a 
world torn by economic crisis and ap- 
prehensive of social convulsions. For 
the bourgeois philistine, for tiie addict 
of parliamentary cretinism, the elections 
constitute a fait accompli, an establish- 
ed fact. Thus, for instance, the Amer- 
ican press, in its comment on the re- 
sults of Sunday's poll, sees a decisive 
repulsion of Fascism and a permanent 
victory lor the "inherently conservative 
character" of the German people. Hit- 
ler's inability to muster a larger vole 
than Hindenburg to them spells Hit- 
ler's defeat. For the revolution- 
ary, for the Marxist, the elec- 
tions constitute merely a gauge of social 
and political developments. It is there- 
fore only natural for us to sgard the 
bourgeois press comment with a grain 
of skepticism. With them, it is a case 
of the wish being the father of the 
thought. The American bourgeoisie 
fears social unrest, abroad as well as 
at home, worse than the pest. An ad- 
vance of Fascism can only mean an out- 
break of efvil war in Germany. To hush 
away the chimera of such a ciyil war, 
its Dress prefers to overlook the facts. 

To be sure. Hitler only rallied 11, 
500,000 votes to Hindenburg's 18,000,000. 
But when we consider that the Fascist 
gain amounted to some 5,000,000 votes 
more than the 6,400,000 they received iu 
the Reichstag elections in 1930, and 
when we look at this fact objectively, 
dispassionately, we cannot fall to come to 
the conclusion that the elections reflected 
a tremendous and absolutely ■ menacing 
advance on part of 'the Fascists. To be 
sure, it appears that the Fascists have 
very little resources left for further 
progress by purely legal* means. The 
parentage of their vote is considerably 
lower than in the partial elections in 
1931. But that only increases the pro- 
bability of a forceful attempt -at the 
seizure of power by the Hitlerites. The 
very character of the social composition 
of the Jlitler camp, the fact that it is 
subject to violent fluctuations in political 
sentiment makes the thought of a"peace- 
ful" growing Into power of the National 
Socialists improbable. No one knows, 
this better than Hitler himself. It is 



only natural to assume that Hitler will 
act accordingly. The menace of Fasc- 
ism hangs more heavily over the head o£ 
the Gernjan working class than ever. 

How did the working class forces fare 
in the elections? The only working class 
candidate in the Held, the candidate of 
the Communist Pary, Ernst Thaelmann, 
received a total of 4,000,000 out of the 
37,000,000 votes cast. All in all, a gain 
of some 350,000 over the 4,587,000 votes 
the Communist Party received in 1930, 
When we compare this gain with the 
5,000,000 gain of the Fascists, when we 
keep In mind the fact that Thaelmann 
was the only working class candidate in 
the field — -the social democrats renounc- 
ed a candidacy of their own In* favor of 
the Hohenzollern Field Marshall— and 
finally when we consider the sharpness 
of the economic t situation, we can only 
adjnit that the Communist candidate 
suffered a disastrous defeat in Sunday's 
elections. That is the bare fact'. The 
entire import of this fact must he real- 
ized by every Communist fighter, by 
every sincere revolutionist. The lesson 
of the election must he brought home to 
the class conscious workers the con- 
clusions must be drawn from it before 
it is too late before the decisive blow has 
been struck. 

The election defeat of Thaelmann 
does not mean a defeat for the working 
class, a defeat for Communism. That is 
not decided by election, that is decided 
in open struggle, in the factories, in the 
streets. It does mean a debacle for the 
Stalinist policy of the German party 
leadership. It should serve as a warn- 
ing to all serious and devoted worker- 



united front against the menace that 
was directly threatening them, against 
Fascism. Both social democratic and 
Communist workers bad fallen in the 
slaughter brought about by the Nazis In 
tlheir punitive expeditions into Bruns- 
wick, both reformist and revolutionary 
workers were victimzed in the dally at 
tacks made upon working class' meet 
ings, groups and colonics. It was only 
natural for the workers to feel the nec- 
essity of fighting first and foremost 
against this danger. 

The task of creating a united front of 
active struggle against Fascism could 
only be carried out by the Communists, 
by the revolutionary party. It was the 
duty of the Communists to fsree the 
social democratic leaders, already under 
pressure from their rank and file, into 
this united front, to put them to the test 
before their own followers. That was 
duty clearly devolving upon tne revolu- 
tionary party from the gerferal situation. 
What did the Stalinist leadership do in- 
stead. It rejected any united front what 
soever with the "social Fascists" and 
called upon the social democratic work- 
ers to loin the "lied united front under 
the leadership of the Communist party". 
By the rejection of the Leninist concep- 
tion of the united front, the Stalinist 
Central Commltee of the German party 
repelled the reformist workers, left them 
helpless In the face of the treacherous 
machinations of their leadership. It 
was in this ..manner that the social re- 
formists were able to swing the bulk of 
the German proleatriat behind the can- 
didacy of the Bruenlng hunger regime. 

The result of the German presidential 
elections is a warning against the ne- 



After the Massacre in Detroit 



The militant mass funeral of the Ford 
massacre victims registered the angry 
answer of the Detroit workers to the 
wanton murder of last week. The vic- 
tims were laid to rest with full prole- 
tarian honors. The Imposing funeral 
march lent further emphasis to the grow- 
ing working class demand for unemploy- 
ment relief. 

In this automobile capital the curse 
of unemployment has become particular- 
ly acute. It is openly admitted by the 
city authorities that the jobless ranks 
are growing. In this respect the Index 
prepared by the Detroit Board of Com- 
merce gives illuminating figures. It re- 
cords a recent drop to a present low of 
88.8 per cent of what was considered a 
normal monthly employment average of 
100 In 1923-1925 for the whole working 
population. Iu the month of February 
this year there were 50,000 less employed 
in Detroit than the same month a year 
ago. With no unemployment relief, save 
for the scant charity crumbs, the work- 
ers' conditions have become ever more 
desperate. Stark misery and starvation 



Remember Our Prisoners 

One of the surest tests of the revolu- 
tionary qualities of a workers' organi- 
zation Is Its attitude toward the working 
class fighters in the prisons of the class 
enemy. Remembrance of the class war 
prisoners must take a practical form- 
unceasing struggle for their liberation 
and material provision lor their prison 
needs. 

Comrade Morgenstern and Goodman 
have a special claim on us because they 
are our own people who have been vic- 
timized tor their fight for our cause. 
Their claim on the members and sup- 
porters of the Communfst League is all 
the stronger because they have been de- 
serted hy the defense organizations maln- 
talnd bv the workers for the benefit of 
all class war prisoners — the I. L. D. 
Therefore, let us take care of our own ! 

The Militant deems it a duty to open a 
prison relief fund for the benefit of our 
comrades. Our readers are requested 
to send contributions to this fund c-o 
The Mlltant, 84 East 10th St., New York 
City. Itemized reports of all receipts 
of this fund will be printed regularly 
and the proceeds forwarded to the com- 
rades in prison. 



Communists in the ranks of the official farious tactic of the German Stallnites. 



thousand French soldiers who had been Commune is not only honoured by the 
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have invaded their homes. 

Of course that did not matter In the 
least to the automobile kings. Their 
concern is for profit only. But the work- 
ers slowly began tc learn that, first of 
all, they must combine their efforts and 
definitely present their demands for 
relief. In this they followed Communist 
leadership, and correctly so. The de. 
,monstratiou on that memorable Monday 
came to the Ford company to present the 
unemployed workers' demands through 
a committee elected by them. This is 
the essential background of the Ford 
jnassacre : the terrible scourge of un- 
employment and the articulate demand of 
the workers for relief. 

Throughout the country unemployment 
is on the Increase. It is to be expected 
and hoped that the workers everywhere 
will also realize ih an Increasing meas- 
ure the need of combining their forces 
in the struggle for relief. No amount 
of hrutal suppression can overcome the 
unemployment conditions. Yet the Ford 
massacre and the planned persecution of 
the Communist Party show how the capi- 
talist rulers aim to answer the work 
era' demands. This only shows the need 
of Intensified efforts and better organi- 
zation of the movement for the demands 
of the unemployed. For this the respon- 
sibility rests primarily upon the Com- 
munist Party. 

The Detroit workers at trie funeral de- 
monstration have given a militant ans- 
wer to the massacre and the threats of 
further persecution. That answer should 
be emulated elsewhere. There will be 
growing possibilities to swell the move- 
ment of. protest. This will enhance the 
opportunity to broaden the movement for 
unemployment relief. 

In regard to this we have emphasized 
over and over again that nothing short 
of the correct application of the united 
front tactic will suffice build a real move- 
ment of the masses for unemployed re- 
lief- Compelled by pressure of circum- 
stances, the A. F. of L. union bureau- 
cracy has given lip service to the idea 
of federal unemployment relief. The 
bureaucrats, fat and satisfied, do not 
mean it; but for the rank and file mem- 
bership, It is a question of growing 
vital importance. That contradiction 
lay<i the ground for a concrete united 
front approach to the whole of the 
trade union movement. 

Now, more than ever, the Communists 
have an opportunity to make that ap- 
proach. The right of workers to assem- 
ble in peaceful demonstralon, so brutally 
violated at Detroit, is one additional is- 
sui*. It should be presented in the form 
of a definite united front proposal to the 

trade union movement. 



party. Let us review the facts. The 
Hindenburg - Bruenlng - Groener regime 
has been represented in the eyes of ail 
German workers, the social democratic 
as well as the Communist workers, as 
the dicatorship by emergency decree, as 
the government of increasing misery, 
of wage-cuts carried out hy cabinet or- 
der;, of the reduction of unemployed in- 
surance to the point of starvation; of 
the abrogation of the most elemenary 
working class rights; of the introduction 
of National Socialists Into he army. No 
worker could possibly overlook these 
facts. 

The Social democracy, versed, in the 
ways of working class betrayal, called 
upon its followers to vote for this regime 
in the presidential elections, neverthe- 
less. More than that, it was actually 
able to rally its followers behind this 
hunger-regime almost to a man. That 
Is astonishing at first, but it must be un- 
derstood. Why did the social democratic 
workers vote for Hindenburg? The soc- 
ial democratic misleaders called upon 
their worker-followers, to vote for Hln- 
derburg as the "lesser evil" against 
Fascism. Did the social democratic 
workers actually believe that this regime 
of hunger and starvation for the work- 
ing elass will fight against Fascism? 
Hardly. Why, then did thoy neverthe- 
less vote for Hindenburg? They voted 
for Hindenburg because the situation 
seemed hopeless to them, because it was 
the only choice left to tffem outside of 
the united front of the working class. 

Whose fault is it that the proletarian 
united front was not established? Can 
the social democratic leaders be expect- 
ed to establish the united front. Never, 
Their entire composition, their character 
as lackeys of the capitalist class, as 
agents of the capitalists within the ranks 
of labor, makes such a step on their 
part unthinkable. Yet. what all the 
workers really desired was a fighting 



If It is not heeded, the working class of 
Germany faces disaster. It it is taken 
into account, the tactic must be changed 
immediately. More than that, the theory 
of "social Fascism" which is the source 
of all these disastrous developments, 
must be uprooted. It is this theory, 
which throws all opponents of the rev- 
olutionary party Into one pot, without 
distinguishing between them and with- 
out exploiting the various conflicts among 
them ; which hears all the earmarks of 
the Lassallean theory of the "single 
reactionary mass" condemned and refut- 
ed by Marx In his "Criticism of the 
Gotha Program"; it is this theory that 
has left a trail of confusion in the minds 
of the Communist militants and one of 
disaster in the development of the class 
struggle. 

The main danger seen clearly hy every 
worker in Germany today Is the Fascist 
danger, is the Hitlerite danger. Every 
worker regards this question as one of 
life and death. The Communist party of 
Germany must realize this fact, if it is 
not to pursue its road to destruction, if 
the working class of Germany is to avoid 
extermination at the hands of Hitler's 
butchers. 

The tremendous vote rolled up by the 
Fascists last Sunday, far from being a 
setback for the Nazi forces, is only a 
step in heir march toward the seizure 
of power, toward the open attack against 
the proletariat. The coming weeks and 
months will no doubt witness more dar- 
ing and more impudent assaults upon the 
workers' organizations by the Fascists 
than ever before. The workers are 
bound to feel the Hitlerite cudgel even 
more sharply than before. Their reac- 
tions toward the threat and their feel- 
ing for the need of working class unity 
are going to be much more profound in 
the future. The tactic of the united 
front will he on the order of the day 
more than ever. —SAM GORDON. 



New York Marine Workers Go to Trial 



The three marine workers, who have 
been confined in Tombs jail since last 
November In the New York "Dynamite 
Plot", went to trial Monday in the court 
of General Sessions, Division 1. The 
first three days were consumed in the 
examination of prospective jurymen. As 
the Militant went to press, eleven jury- 
men had been selected and the defense, 
conducted by Peter L. F. Sabbatino and 
Jacob Fishman, had exhausted nineteen 
of its twenty peremptory challenges. 

The prosecution concentrated its objec- 
tions, in the selection of the jury, on 
all who had been connected with the 
labor movement in any way or who were 
readers of labor or liberal publications. 
The plan to put the dynamiting charges 
over on a wave of red baiting was in- 
dicated in the detailed questioning of 
every one called for jury service as to 
his acquaintance with or knowledge of 
the various radical labor organizations 
or the individual members of the Marine 
Workers' Defense Committee, which is 
conducting the defense movement in be- 
half of the prisoners. 

The defendants are members of the 
Independent Tidewater Boatmen's Un- 
ion. The charges against them have 
been exposed as a conspiracy against un- 
ion organization In the New York har 



bor, and a number o£ workers' organiza- 
tions, including the Communist League 
of America, joined forces in the Marine 
Workers' Defense Committee to provide 
their defense. On Saturday the defense 
Committee issued a new appeal for the 
solidarity and support of the workers 
on the eve of the trial and emphasized 
the need of funds for the legal expenses. 
All readers of the Militant are urged to 
respond to this apjieal and to send funds 
to the Marine Workers' Defense Commit- 
tee, 82 East Tenth Street, New York, 

Next Week's Forum 

On Friday, March 25 at S P. M. com- 
rade Cannon will speak at the N. Y. 
open forum at the Labor Temple 'on 
Marxist History and Bourgeois Criticism 

—The History of the Russian Revolu- 
tion and Its Critics. The lecture will 
be an oral review of comrade -Trotsky's 
work and reviews of it which have ap- 
peared in the press. 



NOTETO OUR READERS 

For technical reasons, we have been 
forced to postpone the* final installment 
of Rakovsky's article on the Five Year 
Plan until next week. 

—THE MILITANT. 
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(Continued from last issue) 
In America the problem of city and 
country has taken on new dimensions. 
The 1030 census reports a (JB,Uu4,823 ur- 
ban population ami a 53,820,223 rural 
population. The majority are urban, the 
overwhelming majority are proletarian 
while, in the country where we seized 
power first, the overwhelming majority 
were peasants. Rural, in 'no sense 
means farmers. For example o£ the 
rurals only 30,44T,22!> make up the farm 
population. In other words the iarin 
population is only » of the rural and 
only 24. S% of the total population. The 
bourgeois economist presents the problem 
as though it is about 50-50 for town and 
country, for -farmers and city people" 
and the average worker has accepted 
this trash. The tarm population 
24.8% of the total population are by 
means farmers. This means all persons 
living on farms without regard to oc- 
cupation. 

Taking this 24,8'/o and seeing what 
makes it up we find it is further nar- 
rowed by analysis. Under occupations, 
gainfully employed, the census lists (1920 
figures— the 11)30 figures not available, 
are even more in our favor) as dairy 
farmers, farmers awl stock raisers ; 
6,201,261, and for dairy farm, farm and 
stock, laborers; 3,041,027. This means 
6 million farmers and 4 million as agri- 
cultural workers. But of these mil- 
lion farmers we And (1!)20 figures) 
2,454,804 us tenant farmers, 1,401,806 as 
mortgaged farmers and 2,074,325 ai 
farmers owing their farms. However, : 
Him sure the .1930 figures, when publish 
ed, will show even less farm owners 

today. 

The big agricultural population in the 
last analysis boils down considerably, 
and the farmer as an ally docs not lose 
any of his significance but he does lose 
much of his specific weight for America. 
The farm population as 24% of the to- 
ol (1020) is composed of about 40% 
agricultural workers, 25% tenant farm- 
ers, 15% mortgaged farmers and 20% 
farm owners. This does not settle the 
problem and does not prove that the 
majority are revolutionary.' One knows 
the majority of the American industrial 
workers are not revolutionary. How 
ever, once we obtain a proper per spec 
tlve It shows the relation of the workers 
and farmers in the coming revolution. 

This block of agricultural workers on 
cattle raising and dairy farms are not 
approached as farmers, but are won as 
workers. They are not allies, they 
are ours as a class. The varied forms 
of cropper dirt farmer and tenant fam- 
er which make up the poor and middle 
farmer are our allies. As for the own- 
ers, yes even some of them will make 
good allies. As for the capitalist farm- 
er—they are not allies, they are enemies 
and will be treated as such. ,We will 
waste no time in winning them over, 
Our allies lie in the percentage between 
the agrarian workers and the capitalist 
farmers. These must be won. Their re- 
lation to the workers in the problem of 
the American revolution is the most "in- 
significant" any proletariat in any ad- 
vanced country has to contend with, 
maybe with the exception of England. 
In the Russian revolution, the minority, 
the proletariat, was the decisive force 
"over the overwhelming majority of pea- 
santry. In America, a revolution which 
will release the energies of the Amer- 
ican proletariat, who stand as the vast 
majority will call forth proletarian en- 
ergy unknown in the past. 

America has developed its wheat belt, 
corn belt, cotton belt and has its agri- 
cultural states and its industrial states, 
but as its stands today, it is of no value 
for analysis of class forces in the rev- _ 
olution. The line of demarcation be- 
tween industrial and. agricultural states 
Is of little vakie, because the most im- 
portant industrial stales are also the 
most Important agricultural producers, 
too. Agricultural states as such, only 
have a meaning when the problem is con- 
fined within the states, and we show 
that the products from agriculture are 
of greater value than the products from 
industry, etc. But when one compares 
the amount and value of the products 
from agriculture with the agricultural 
products of the leading industrial states, 
one finds that the industrial states in 
many cases are more productive in 
agricultural products than the agricul- 
tural states, and where there is a close 
margin the industrial states make a good 
showing for themselves. New York 
Pennsylvania, Illinois, Ohio and the 
other important industrial states are 
also states producing more foodstuffs 
tiian the majority of the so-called agri- 
cultural states. 

The industrial centers where the pro- 
letariat, the decisive force of revolution, 
resides, also has in its immediate vic- 
inity the production of the food supply 
of first importance for short periods. It 
ia not an easy matter to bottle up a 
proletariat in an industrial center if 
power is in their hands, with all the 
avenues of rfnodern tra asportation to 
nearby food supplies. The agricultural 
worker will do his share and the poor 
and middle farmer nwist be won over. 

The tremendous grain elevators, meat 
and food storage plants for the products 
of -the country are controlled by the 
city and who eontroles the city controls 
this supply- American capitalism does 
not worry about peasant economy hold- 
ing back on it as do some other capi- 
talist nations with carry overs of na- 
tural economy where the rural popula- 
tion can hold without the city. The ma- 
chine development and its use on Am- 
erican farms in a lesser or greater de- 
gree forces the agricultural economy to 
rest upon the Industrial city. The 
methods of farming, storing, transporta- 
tion, selling, etc., all bring capitalist 
aerteulfcural relations under the Indus- 



trial city to which it is bound and from 
which American agriculture cannot es- 
cape, not retreat, not to mention the 
financial network that encompasses 
agriculture and ties it, binds It to the 
city. 

In capitalist countries with feudal 
carry-overs, with peasant economy still 
lingering, we have a far more difficult 
problem. Although at that level, capital 
has already shown itself to be ihaster 
of the house, it by no means has a free 
reign. The peasant economy weighs 
heavy upoo capital and its development, 
but nevertheless, capital, and in turn the 
proletarian class is the decisive force in 
the relationship of the class struggle. 
What is true in these* backard sections, 
where the country can eke out an exist- 
ence even if the city goes to hell, but 
where in the city cannot continue with- 
out the country ; is more so true, in de- 
veloped capitalist countries like America. 
In fact, however, the problem is turned 
around. The city needs the country and 
has safe-guarded this need by a thou- 
sand and one ties that bind the country 
to the city, but the country on the other 
hand cannot exist without the city, — -not 
in advanced America. Not on the pre- 
sent mode of production. That is only 
possible by stepping back a stage or two 
and this is not an overnight step but one 
which would follow a chaos, when nei- 
ther capitalist nor proletarian rules. 

The v«r connections of city and coun- 
tries under developed capitalism, gives 
the American proletariat the advantage 
of the problem of revolution once this 
is concretely put on the agenda for the 
seizure of power. The very relation:' of 
forces with the overwhelming majority 
of the population being proletarian and 
the "farmers" divided into agrarian 
workers, tenant farmer, mortgaged farm- 
er and capitalist farmer, with a section 
of the owner-farmer as allies, makes 
the problem different and in our favor. 

The Farmer-Labor Party is reaction- 
ary and will only lead the proletariat 
into the swamp of opportunism, this 
even Centrism understands now after 
years of blunders ; hut the idea of a 
'•Workers and Farmers Government" and 
the slogan for it that Centrism still 
peddles, is just as reactionary, and can 
lead to nothing hut national reformism. 

The agrarian workers must be wan as 
workers, the middle and poor farmers 
as allies according to the form of the 
problem. Negro and white, share crop- 
per, contract farmer, dirt farmer, etc., 
and the capitalist farmer should not 
bother us. The agrarian crisis will not 
let up, even though there will be ebbs 
and flows, its basic effects will not be 
remedied through agrarian reforms. For 
the capitalist system, the remedy is 
greater concentration and pulling agri- 
culture more into the orbit of capitalist 
production, putting agriculture more on 
the basis of an industry of capitalism — ■ 
but this lets loose dynamite, which has 
its most deadly explosive, effects not in 
the country but in the city. For the 
agrarian worker and our allies, the poor 
and middle farmers, the remedy is noth- 
ing short of theProIetarian Revolution 
and the establishment of the dirtatorship 
of the proletariat. This is the means of 
transforming of the negative base of the 
agriculture industry into an industry of 
the socialist mode of production, com- 
pleting Ihe cycle agriculture has passed 
through— and opening the door to a new 
positive cycle of its development. 

—HUGO OEHLER. 



Drug Clerks Organize 

NEW YORK.— 

The present chaotpc condition pre- 
vailing In the pharmaceutical industry,, 
which is merely a photostatic copy of the 
existing chaos in the decaying capitalist 
structure as a whole, and the intense, 
almost inhuman exploitation of the drug 
clerk by a degenerade middle class of in- 
dependent drug shop retailers, by the 
ever growing chain store magnates and 
the rich independent ."cut-rate" paras- 
ites, are threatening to reduce the stan- 
dard of living of the drug clerks to the 
lowest level of existence — to that of the 
Chinese coolie. 

The incurable cancer of capitalism- 
unemployment— 'has greatly augmented 
the misery of the drug clerks and turned 
two thousand licensed and junior pharm- 
acists of this city into the streets^ Some 
of them have already taken their, places 
on the breadlines. Others are still cling- 
ing to the last line of defense, their sav- 
ings, which they were able to build up 
during the so-called "prosperity" period 
thanks to the dreadfully long Jwurs of 
work which made expenditures other 
than the mere necessities — impossible. 

The legendary professional status of 
the pharmacist in our capitalist society 
has acted as an emollient to his sore hu- 
man pride and lulled in him the rebel- 
lion against the degrading conditions un- 
der, which he is workng. The sharpen- 
ing and protraction of the present crisis 
has dealt a shattering blow to his leg- 
endary status and made him realize his 
true status, tha of the wage earner, sub- 
ject to all the laws governing wage labor 
under this decaying capitalist system. 

The drug clerk has arisen and begun 
to move. He is moving in the direction 
of the trade union front. 

His vanguard, leaderless, without ex- 
perience and program, but in excellent 
fighting morale, has been intercepted by 
the A. F. of L. burcucracy and has de- 
finitely landed in the right flank of the 
labor camp. 

On March 8, the Drug Clerks* Union 
Was officially christened by Mr. Collins, 
national officer of the A. F. of I.. and 
chartered as the Drug Clerks* Union of 
Greater New York, Local 581 of tne Re- 
tail Clerks International Protective As- 
sociation. 

A brief account of the installation 
meeting will sufficiently describe the 
condition' of this new-born babe. 

The meeting was opened by Mr. Fein- 
stone, president of the union, who intro- 
duced Dr. Linville, president of the 
Teachers' Union. Dr. Linville spoke at 
great length of the trade union move- 
ment, but as befits a president 1>f an A. 
F. of L. local, he distorted the revolu- 
tionary concept of trade unionism and re- 
duced it to the ideological level of his 
class, namely the middle class. He fin- 
ished his oration wishing them success 
and rightly pointed out the need of a 
program, which he, of course, hoped that 
the leaders of the union, with the advice 
of the national office, will be able to 
formulate. 

Next spoke president Feinstone, whose 
physiognomy is a true reflection of his 
■intellect and vice versa. He delivered a 
"speech" of about twenty to thirty 
words, nine tenths of which he devoted 
to impress upon the members that he 



Our Subscription Drive 



After a long and hard struggle The 
Militant became a weekly. The appar- 
atus of its production, so to speak, has 
been imiit up Mep by step by much sacri- 
fice. Now it is necessary to build on a 
firm foundation its distribution appar- 
atus. 

During the epriod of the present drive, 
March 1st to June 1st, this effort should 
take nn intensive form. First of all we 
must get new suhs. Friends and sym- 
pathizers must be canvassed. Where- 
ever possible whole days should be set 
aside for the carrying out of this task. 
This drive for new subs must be geared 
to a high pitch. It must be sustained"! 
«t that pitch for the duration of the 
.drive. 

The literature premium announced in 
recent issues should be utilized to their 
full value. We give them again. For 
the period of the drive we will give with 
each one year $2.00 sub (52 issues) a 
free paper bound copy of comrade Trot- 
sky's the Permanent Revolution: with 
each half year $1.00 sub (26 issues) a 
copy of the Strategy of the World Rev- 
olution; with each trial 50c sub (13 is- 
sues) any one of our 10c pamphlets. 
This premium applies to renewals as 
well as the new subs. During the per- 
iod of the drive comrades may offer a 
combined $2.00 rate for a year's sub- 
scription to The Militant and Young 
Spartacus. There is no literature prem- 
ium with combined subs. 

At the same time we are getting new 
subs we must see to the renewal of ex- 
pired and expiring subs, or the gains 
of new subs, will be offset by the losses 
of these old ones. In the execution of 
this task the national center is co-op- 
erating by systematic notification of the 
subscriber. If these notices are acted 
on promptly, the solution of the problem 
will be fairly easy. 

At the present time the results in new 
and renewed subs are: New York— 11; 
Minneapolis— 2 ; Chicago — 1; St. Loujs— 
1; Miscellaneous — 10. Tha increase In 
bundle orders stands at one in Chicago 
as reported in the last issue. 

Another important method of raising 
the circulation of The militant and build- 
ing up its distribution is the expansion 
and extension of "mass" dlstrubntlon. 



Newsstands and bookstores which will 
carry The Militant must be found. They 
exist. The terms are liberal. The Mili- 
tant gives credit for each "unsold copy. 
All that the stand keeper has to do is 
clip the date line of each unsold Sipy 
and sent it In for credit. The profit to 
the dealer on each copy is 2c. The pa- 
per appears regularly. The posters we 
have prepared should help to sell the 
paper from the stand. 

A second and auxiliary .method of In- 
creasing the circulation ts the mass dis- 
tribution of free copies at workers' meet- 
ings, demonstrations, on the street, where 
ever workers can be reached. We have 
on hand a number of recent back issues. 
There are all stamped "sample copy". 
Upon request for them, we will mail 
them free of charge. They are for dis- 
tribution. In ordering such bundles it 
is necessary -to specify the amount and 
it is advisable to specify for what meet- 
ing or group they are intended, so that 
we can pick out appropriate issues. The 
number ordered should be limited to 
what can actually be distributed. 

These free distributions should be 
followed by up by sales of the current 
issues of The Militant. If this Is done 
systematically the, sale of The Militant 
can be increased. It is our experience 
that such free distributions of old cop- 
ies on issues which interest workers do 
not diminish the sale of current Issues 
of The Militant, but on the contrary in- 
crease it. We have no doubt that this 
will continue to be the case. 

All of this acivity should be conducted 
with the aim of crystalling a permanent 
distribution apparatus. It is not enough 
to print The Militant. IT MUST BE 
CIRCULATED. What we want Is a staff 
of Militant buildera. Beginning with 
the next issue we will give a standing 
of subscription getters and continue It 
from week to week. We will do the 
same with new bundle orders, and re- 
newals. 

For a larger Militant circulation! Get 
subs for The Militant! Get renewals of 
expired subs! Get newsstand and book- 
store bundle orders! Crystallise a staff 
of Militant builders! Every comrade's 
and aymapthlzer's shoulder to the wheel ! 



will not tolerate radicals in "his" union. 
This antiquated mass of stupidity in hu- 
man form has spent over forty years of 
his life in the darkest corner of the 
world, the back of a drugstore, which 
fully explains his idiotic appearance 
and low cultural level. 

Last spoke Collins of the A. F. of L. 
This typical labor bureaucrat, in a typi- 
cal A. F. of L. dialogue, as he himself 
termed his manner of speech, harangued 
the young recruits yet untainted by the 
A. F. of L. philosophy and manifesting 
a good fighting vitality, and" urged them 
to "hang on" and riot to fight. 

Here is one of his gems: "Folks, times 
are bad. Now is not the time to fight. 
Hang on to your job. Don't fight. Wait." 

Immediately after the close of the 
meeting, the more articulate element 
came up to the secretary and voiced 
their disapproval with the president's 
attitude toward radicals and the "don't 
fight, wait" idea. . . . 

"We came here to do work, not to 
wait", the cry of one of the militants 
resounded. 

Here we see a familiar scene, so fre- 
quently enacted in the labor movement. 
The rank and file seething with revolt, 
ready to strike the enemy; the. leaders 
holding them back, telling them that the 
hour has not yet struck and thus break- 
ing their morale. 

Upon the revolutionary drug clerk de- 
volves a great task and great responsib- 
ility. He must, in the words of Lenin, 
"brave all difficulties, attacks, insults 
and persecutions at the hands of the 
leaders" to gain an opportunity to come 
forward with a clear program of action 
which, we believe, will canse a differen- 
tiation in the ranks and in this manner 
render the formation of a strong Left 
wing possible. 

—I. D. 



The Dress Strike in Boston 

BOSTON.— 

The cloakmakers under the leadership 
of the "United Front Committee" went 
back to work already in some cases un- 
der somewhat improyed conditions. The 
cloa f .f akers under the leadership of the 
International went back to work with no 
wage cut. 

Wages were cut Pleny in the past two 
years. Th? International did not make 
an effort to get anything back. Now an 
agreement is being made for the dress- 
makers with no improved working con- 
ditions. 

The desire for unjlv among the work- 
ers was great. When we came on the 
picket line it was one united mass pic- 
ket line. The bitterness the workers 
felt fo each other for the past two or 
three years on account of the divided 
struggles disappeared from their faces. 
Right wlug workers and Left wing work- 
ers walked arm*in arm, discussed plans 
of taking down shops and other plans. 
Every one looked brighter, had a smile 
on their face. The International was 
desperate to see such friendship among 
the workers and looked for ways and 
means to divide them. When the police 
captain complained to Philip Kramer, 
the International business agent who 
came on the picket line with the police 
captain, about too many pickets, he said, 
"What can I do? They are from the 
United Front" and promised that the 
next day there will be a distinction be- 
tween our pickets and his pickets. 

The next morning they wanted to put 
arm bands with the A. F. of L. initials 
on the arms of the International work- 
ers, but to their great disappointment 
the workers refused to wear the bands 
and be divided. "Unity", Yes, unity! 
The desire to be united is felt by all 
the workers. You can see it in their 
eyes. Why didn't they come to the meet- 
ing of the Left wing? We called them, 
we agitated theon, we had conferences. 
Very few came. Those who have no jobs 
and are not afraid to lose them are dis- 
gusted with the International. Just as 
many workers are. The others did not 
come, they were afraid of losing their 
jobs. What was left for the Indus- 
trial Union to do to get these workers? 
We should have called the International 
leaders as well as the workers to unite 
on the basis of one united strike with 
one set of demands. 

This should have been done at. least 
a couple of months before the strike. 
So the workers of the International 
would have had time to demand of their 
leaders to have one united struggle for 
better conditions. 

I feel quite sure the International 
leaders would refuse such unity. Then 
we would be able to tell the workers 
and thev would see it clearly themselves, 
that their leaders are not interested in 
unity and we could expose them to the 
root. 

Now the strike is at an end. The 
workers are coming back to work with 
no retrieval of the slashed wages, no im- 
provements, and the International had 
a hard time to get an agreement alto- 
gether because bosses are interested 
in signing agreements only on two oc- 
casions: when they are forced by the 
unity of the workers and when they can 
get something from the union. 

Two years ago, the International got 
agreements by just calling a. stoppage 
and giving the bosses all the concessions 
for the privilege to collect dues. This 
year there was not much to be given as 
the bosses took everything anyway. Na- 
turally, the shops that were called out 
by the united front and the Industrial 
Union could not get much either because 
they control only a small minority and 
those that went back did not get as much 
are still out on strike I can not say 
now. What they will get when they go 
back, we will report later. 

—J. C. 
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Stalinist Flattery or 
Marxist Education 

NEW YORK.— 

It is mildly entertaining to behold 
Sam Don. the well-known "anti-war ex- 
pert" come out in the Dally Worker 
(Feb. 20, 15)32) and say that "The Five 
Year Plan has demonstrated beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that Socialism can 
be built in one country", a statement 
which corresponds only too well with 
the utterings of his comrade-in-arms, the 
eminent Israel Amter, who only a week 
previous to that explained that same 
theory of Socialism in one country at 
an Open For am ocE the new "; Water Front 
Section of the C. P. U. S." in the fol- 
lowing way : 

"The average rank and tile worker of 
the Soviet Union ,kno\vs more about the 
theory of Socialism in one country than 
Trotsky or Cannon, for neither of these 
men has recently been there. Is it sur- 
prising that he should know more about 
it than some expelled leaders who have 
even attemped to study the theory? The 
rank and file' worker accepts nothing as 
final until it has been given actual trial. 
Trotskv rejects the theory without any 
effort to demonstrate it." 

Now, let us grunt that the "average 
rank andd file worker of the Soviet Un- 
ion" knows more about the interior of 
the new "Palace of Soviets" than Trot- 
sky or Gannon. But, does an average 
rank and file member of the U. S. party 
know more about it than Trotsky or 
Cannon? Or does ap average rank and 
file worker of the U. S. party know 
more about the revolutionary movement 
in America than Trotsky or Cannon J 
And what is there to indicate that an 
average member of the U. S. party 
knows more about the theory of Social- 
ism in one country than Trotsky or 
Cannon; After all, the Sam Dons and 
the Am teres must admit that he U. S. 
party member generally has not seen the 
Soviet Union and has not lived in a Soc- 
ialist common wealthy so that he can be 
said to have any special familiarity with 
the nat uro, the problems and the dif- 
ficulties of such a commodity. The theory 
of Socialism in one country is to the 
average worker only an idea, in the 
V. S. or elsewhere — and certainly, lead- 
ers who have given their lives to the 
study of scientiiic socialism are far more 
capable of judging these ideas than the 
glorified "average" worker. Amter's 
queer logic, to put it in another way, 
is equivilaut to saying that because the 
janitor of the Dally. Worker building is 
more familiar with that structure than, 
let us say, Karl Browder, who appears to 
spend most of his time dining with Kuo 
Min Tan<* generals and otherwise rev- 
olutionizing the Far East, he knows 
more about the American revolutionary 
movement than the latter. . . . 

Again, Amter suggested that a rank 
and file worker in the Soviet Union has 
studied the theory of Socialism in one 
country and has learned a great deal 
more about its correctness than "some 
expelled leaders who never attempted 
to study it". We are not old, however, 
how the average rank and filer knows 
the correctness of this theory — nor how 
the expelled leaders could attempt to 
know it, save by comparing the assump- 
tion of the theory in question and the 
fundamental principles of revolutionary 
internationalism, scientifically. The dif- 
ference is that the "average rank and 
file party member" simply believe in a 
Stalinist theory without much effort at 
critical thought, while the "expelled 
leaders" — who have given much thought 
to the question — have discovered the 
fallacy of national Socialism inherent 
in it. 

Not long ago, an "average type" got 
up in our Open Forum and sprung a 
surprise by saying — quite innocently — 
that the Communist International — -if 
translated into plain American langu- 
age, would mean — the Russian Patriotic 
Society '. We corrected him at that time 
by explaining clearly that this is not 
the case. Hut we do feel a little bit 
uncomfortable to have him come around 
and put up ■such embarussing questions 
again. 

If Trotsky and Cannon have never 
tried to demonstrate the theory of Soc- 
ialism in one country — and we must give 
them credit for never having been so 
foolish — that is because they have 
shrewdly observed the absurdities of 
such a theory, because they have a real- 
istic attitude toward the world's rev- 
olutionary developments and because 
they are not the least inclined to mumble 
nonsense. I do not suppose that any of 
the leaders of the Left Opposition has 
ever carried a horse-shoe to bring him 
luck, but their eommeu sense has made 
it unnecessary for (hem to support such 
foolishness. One glance at Don's and 
Amter's logic is enough to show it is 
not worth trying. 

—PAUL SCHWALBB. 

Another Expulsion 
from the I. L. D. 

On Thursday, March 10th, I was for- 
mally expelled from the Yorkville Eng- 
lish Brand! of the I. L. D. The main 
charge was that I was a "Trotskyist" ; 
and therefore my criticism of the so- 
called "united front from below" policy 
of the I. L. D. was incompatible with 
membership any longer. 

In opening the attack, the organizer 
of the branch went to some length to 
state my "disruptive" activities ; i. e., I 
had committed the audacious crime of 
speaking with members of the branch 
about the differences between the Left 
Opposition and the leadership of the offi- 



cial Party, and criticized the policies of 
the leadership. 

No attempt was made to center the 
charge on inactivity, as my activity In 
the branch will attest to the fact that 
I have always volunteered for work and 
accepted all the tasks assigned to me. 
It ia interesing to note that previous to 
the horrible discovery that I was a 
"counter-revolutionary, enemy of the 
working class", my activity anil member- 
ship had been considered wholly satisfac- 
tory. Comrade Hacker himself, person- 
ally asked me to preside as chairman at 
the second Scottsboro Conference held 
a few months ago at a large downtown 
hall. Evidently, the stamp of "rene- 
gade" had not yet materialized before 
his eyes. 

The chairman last night, a new mem- 
ber of the cranch and, I think, a party 
.member purposely assigned to the branch 
— since he does not live in our district — 
refused to permit me the final say. He 
insisted on his formal right as chairman 
to be the last speaker. He emitted a long 
Ihtrangue on Trotsky's "menshevism" of 
190B, adding incidentally that Trotsky 
from the time of the revoltiou until 19M3, 
hud done good work, "when he was under 
the thumb of Lenin" (!) A long attack 
on Trotsky, not permitting me to answer. 

There were seven comrades present. 
The vote was called for. The chairman, 
organizer, and Labor Defender agent 
immediately responded. One young com- 
rade who works for the district and is 
also a new member of our branch, also 
voted for .my expulsion — because he con- 
sidered Trotsky an enemy of the work- 
ing class, although he admitted he had 
never read a single document of the Op- 
position! When I explained to him that 
it was the epolicy of the I. L. D. to per- 
mit workers of any organization to enter 
the I, L. D. and work for it, he ap- 
peared puzzled, but voted for the expul- 
sion, nevertheless. My vote -was the 
onlv recorded against, the two remain- 
ing comrades were for abstaining, admit- 
ting that they were not acquainted with 
the questions — but decided to vote for 
the expulsion provided that it was to 
come to the District Committee and that 
I would be given a chance to appear. 
Comrade Tschinder, Labor Defender 
agent, assured the comrades that 1 would 
be givifi a chance to appear. I hold him 
1o his word, as he is a member of the 
Section Executive Committee, and am 
only afraid that his confidence in the 
"workers' democracy" of Hacker and 
company will not be substained. 

I was accused of being the cause of 
the failure of the branch to grow. Any 
comrade who is acquainted with the 
Yorkville English Branch knows that the 
reason for the failure to grow has been 
the lack of consistent, regular activit- 
ies: I fo/ight continually for a system- 
atic plan of meetings, house to Jiouse 
canvassing, educational lectures, distri- 
bution of Labor Defenders before unions, 
open air meetings, etc. I myself held 
several open air meetings alone when 
the district failed to supply speakers. I 
was suddenly thrown off the list of 
speakers, and since that time we never 
held them regularly. I advanced a plan 
for regular educational meetings every 
other week ; it was accepted — I carried 
out mv share of the work. In all activ- 
ities, I can say that I did all required 
of any member of the organization. 
These things I state, not to gain reward 
for, but to outline for the comrades the 
onlv way that I see to build the branch. 
If they plan their work thus, the branch 
will grow — if not, it will remain stag- 
nant as before. 

The decision of expulsion is pending 
before the District Executive Commit- 
tee. The policy of the I. L. D. is to ad- 
mit all workers into its ranks, .so long 
as they carry on the work of the or- 
ganization .under its discipline. I claim 
that I have proved that I have done so 
and can continue to do ^o. The only 
charge is "Trotskyism", which is no 
valid charge according to the ruling of 
tlie I. L. I). Itself. I sincerely hope the 
District Executive will reverse the ob- 
viouslv unfounded expulsion of myself 
from the Yorkville English Branch of 
the I. I. I). 

—HERBERT CAI'ELI.S 



ATTENTION, GREEK WORKERS 

In New York City two daily Greek 
bourgeois newspapers are published, the 
"National Herald" which supports the 
present "democratic" regime of Greece 
while the other the "Atlantis" represents 
the Royalist party of Greece and lately 
takes a pseudo- labor attitude. 

The "Empros" undertook a one sided 
struggle against the National Herald 
overlooking any kind of attack against 
the ''Atlantis" which is more dangerous 
because it appears with the cloak of 
liberalism and therefore the "Commun- 
istis" our Greek organ attacked this cri- 
minal neglect of the Greek Stalinism 
vigorously. 

In the next issue of The Militant the 
Greek Bureau will write extensively 
upon this serious question which requires 
a correct and thorough discussion tor 
the enlightment not only of the Greek 
speaking Communists but of all Com- 
munists as well. 



ST. LOUIS WORKERS, 
ATTENTION ! 

At a recent Left Opposition forum 
meeting two members of the official Com- 
munist Party during the discussion ac- 
cepted a challenge to debate the Plat- 
form of the Left Opposition. The de- 
bate will take place Friday evening, 
March 25. at the Public Library, 14th 
St., and Cass Ave. 

For the Left Opposition : John Scott 
For the Communist Party: ? 
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A Shanghai View on Chinese Events 



SHANGHAI, CHINA 

February 10, l'S.i2 
While the principal scene of Japanese 
militarv activities in China has shifted, 
at least temporarly, from Manchuria to 
Shanghai, Manchuria remains the focus- 
ing point of Japan's colonial ambitions 
on tlie Asiatic mainland. 

The current happenings in Shanghai, 
whore major Japanese naval and mili- 
tary forces are endeavoring to defeat 
the Chinese l!)th Route Army and oust 
it from Chapei, can be .understood only 
in relation to the immediate pre-eminent 
political aim of Japanese imperalsm, 
whch is to expand its colonial possess- 
ions by the annexation of Manchuria and 
meanwhile, aa a first step, to secure 
treaty recognition of the position it has 
taken there. Japanese imperialism hopes, 
by a display of its naval and military 
might, and by wreaking havoc and de- 
struction to terrorize the yellow politic- 
ians and militarists of Nanking {now 
Loyang) into signing such a treaty. 

The political and military spokesmen 
of imperial Nippon have declared ad 



of Japanese troops and military sup- 
plies. Within a fortnight, the Japanese 
headquarters at Mukden announced the. 
"independence" of the section and re- 
named it the Shenyang-Shankaikwan 
Railway, at the same time guaranteeing 
the interest due British, bondholders. 

With this important railway line under 
their control, together with all branch 
and feeder lines, and now, lately, the 
partial seizure of the Chinese Eastern 
Railway, jointly owned and operated by 
China and Soviet China with the dis- 
banding of all Chinese administrative 
organs which made the slightest show 
of opposition and their replacement by 



tirely given over to the transportation j^ree of the principal porta through which 

Manchuria's import trade flows, via: Dai- 
ren, Antung and Yinkow, goods of Jap- 
anese origin are permitted to enter at 
Teduced tariff rates, in some cases duty 
free, while other foreign g<,o<"s pay the 
officially levied duties. With Hie ex- 
tension of Japanese control throughout 
Manchuria it can be expected that this 
system of preference, which is carried 
out sub rosa, will likewise be extended 
to all Manchurian ports of entry, to the 
ultimate severe handicapping of trade of 
Japan's commercial rival-*. This is but 
one example of Manchuria's gradually 
closing door. The preference enjoyed by 
Japanese products is at present surrepti- 



puppet governments; with all activities, «*. "ut the exigencies of the economic 

crisis, which demands ever new trade 



governmental and economic, supervised 
and controlled by the paid servants of 
Japanese imperialism : with all opposi- 
tion stifled by military terror, what more 
is required to complete the picture of 
Manchuria as Japan's newest colonial 
possession? It is needless to add that 
the Japanese drive against Chinehow 
and points further west was accompanied 
by those acts of wanton destruction and 



their intention to respect brutality That are customarily associated 



nauseam. 

China's territorial and administrative 
integrity, guaranteed by the Nine-Power 
Treaty, and to maintain the policy of 
the "open door" in Manchuria. A month 
of journeying through the three Eastern 
pravinees has satisfied the writer— as it 
would all others with sound eyes and 
ears — that Manchuria has virtually ceased 
to be a part of China, and that the pol- 
icy of the "open door" scarcely con- 
tinues to exist except in the utterances 
of Japanese diplomats at Geneva, Wash- 
ington and elsewhere. 

Quite aside from the actual evidence, 
however, only a dullard could ever have 
imagined that the military campaigns of 
the Japanese in Manchuria were under- 
taken in any other interests than those 
of Japanese imperialism. Has British 
imperialism ever shared the spoils of its 
colonial wars with its trade rivals? 
Have the imperialists of France, of the 
United States, of Italy, of Spain ever 
done so? Has Japan done it in the case 
of Korea? What basis exists, then, for 
supposing that Manchuria will prove an 
exception to the general rule? None 
whatever. 

Since September 18, when the troops 
of the Japanese garrison at Kwantung 
marched out of the South Manchuria 
Railway zone and occupied Mukden and 
other strategic points, the war of con- 
quest, practically unresisted, has pro- 
ceeded steadily. Fresh troops and muni- 
tions have poured into Manchuria as re- 
quired. With the taking of Harbin, Jap- 
anese control of Manchuria is practically 
complete, for the retaking of strategic 
points in Heilungkiang province can be 
accomplished at any time. General Ma 
Chan-shan, erstwhile Chinese national 
hero, has been bargaining with the Jap- 
anese military at his headquarters in 
Hailuh for some two .months or more, 
and is now reported to have apologized 
to his former opponents for obstructing 
them at the Nonni Itiver, He is clearly 
ready to strike a bargain on what he 
may consider favorable terms. 

vWhen 1 arrived at Shankaikuan, the 
evacuation of Chang lis ueh- liang's arm- 
ies from Manchuria had been completed. 
Forty-five trainloads of his troops had 
passed within the Great Wall during the 
preceding three or four days, without 
firing a single shot at the Japanese in- 
vaders. Thus was completed another 
Chapter in the record of shameful capi- 
tulation of the Nanking government and 
its miserable Manchurian ally. The Jap-| 
anese forces, having taken Chinehow/ 
were advancing rapidly westward. It 
remained for them to ride triumphantly 
into Shankaikuan on the iron road of 
the Peipi n g- Mukden .Railway to round 
out what has proved to be, initially, the 
easiest colonial conquest on record. 



with wars of colonial subjugation. Rail- 
way stations at places where positively 
no resistance was encountered by the 
Japanese troops were wantonly wrecked, 
azid such members of the station staff 
as remained at their posts were brutal- 
ly beaten up, in some instances seriously 
maimed and even killed. 

In their triumphant invasion of Man- 
churia, the Japanese imperialists have 
not had things entirely their own way. 
First, they have been obliged to take 
some steps to allay the "misgivings" of 
their imperialist rivals, notably the Uni- 
ted States, a task which, in the nature 
of the case, called for not a little in- 
genuity. In this field, since no other 
course was apparently open, they have 
confined themselves to hypocritical den- 
ials of any intenion to annex Manchuria 
and to renewed pledges to maintain 
there, the "open door". The factual ans- 
wer to the first has already been given 
above. Manchuria has been annexed 
de faeto if not de jure. 



outlets, will compel, ultimately, the offi- 
cial and formal sealing of a door which 
today stands only slightly ajar. 

The second difficulty encountered one 
which grows constantly, is the opposi- 
tion of the people over whom it seeks 
to become the overlord. Betrayed and. 
deserted by the armies paid (ostensibly 
at any rate) to defend them, the peoples 
of Manchuria have been seemingly slow 
in developing opposition to the foreign 
imperialist invaders. In early January, 
however, the first substantial signs of 
an eneretic partisan movement showed 
themselves. The remnants of the dis- 
banded Chinese soldiery, mostly of pea- 
sant origin, discarded their uniforms and 
merged themselves with their compatr- 
iots in the villages to escape detection 
by Japanese troops intent on their ex- 
termination as "hunghudze" (bandits). 

Forming themselves into small, mobile 
bands, reinforced by members of the 
village poor, they swooped down on Jap- 
anese outposts under cover of darkness, 
engaged thft defenders in sharp battle, 
often annihilating them completely, and 
then retreated into the night richer in 
arms and ammunition. In this way tre- 
mendous losses were sustained by the 
Japanese forces, especially those guard- 
ing small stations on the railway line 
between Mukden and Chinehow. Japan- 
ese reinforcements would endeavor to 
locate and round up the raiders as soon 



As to the maintenance of the "open j as it got light, but by then they had 
idoor" it is commonly known that at 1 melted away into the neighboring vil- 



lages from which they came, arms con- 
cealed, unidentifiable, awaiting their 
next opportunity. 

Realizing the impossibility of tracing 
these annoying challengers of their 
might, and seriously iierturbed by the 
losses in men and guns, the Japanese 
military command in Mukden have been 
considering punitive expeditious into 
the villages that flank the railway. It 
was proposed that in the village closest 
to the scene of the raid by a partisan 
band one adult male out of every ten 
should be taken out and shot as an ex- 
ample of others, and that this measure 
should be repeated after each raid. So 
far there have been no reports that such 
action has been instituted, although par- 
tisan activities increasingly hurruss the 
Japanese forces and hinder the consoli- 
dation of their initial conquest. Were 
such action taken it would only have the 
effect of strengthening and intensifying 
the spontaneous opposition it would aim 
to crush. 

The growth of the partisan movement 
in Manchuria has hud renercuisio:..; in 
Korea, where the movement for iudi'i>3n- 
dence has been visibly stimulated. The 
Korean people have never been persuad- 
ed of tiie benvolence of Japanese imper- 
ialism, less so today than ever with the 
fresh example of Manchuria before 
them. At the same time the Japanese 
workers at home are voicing strong op- 
position ,to their masters' doings in Man- 
churia, and numerous huge protest de- 
monstrations have been held in leading 
cities. 

All these movements bid fair to hind- 
er, possibly defeat, the realization of 
Japan's colonial ambitions, and all the 
scorpions of repression will be released 
to subdue them. 

To counteract the growing opposition 
of the United Staes, Japan will seek to 
am broil the Soviet Union in war, assured 
that this will draw to her side all the 
imperialist powers, including the United 
States. It is plain that the continued 
"misgivings" of the State Department 
will shortly find expression in more con- 
crete form than diplomatic notes of 
protest. Not for much longer will Jap- 
an's hollow declarations concerning her 
aims in Manchuria satisfy her powerful 
rival. 

The final word, however, will rest with 
the revolutionary masses of the Far East, 
in alliance with the workers of the Sov- 
iet Union and of the whole world. 

— C. FRANK GLASS. 



The German Opposition 

at Work 



This is the first of a series of arti- 
cles on the current activtiies of the 
German Iveft Opposition.— Ed. 

BERLIN.— 

The tremendous sharpening of class 
conflicts in Germany, the dictatorship 
policy of the Bruening government, the 
Fascist danger on the one hand, the 
treacherous policy of the social dem- 
ocracy on the other, and finally, the false 
policy and helplessness of the C. 1*. G. 
have produced a powerful process of fer- 
mentation within the best sections of 
the C. P. G. and in the ranks of the 
proletariat as a whole. This process 
finds its partial expression in a search 
for a correct line of struggle. The call 
for a united front of the entire prole- 
tarian class in a defense against Fasc- 
ism is the strongest faetor in the Ger- 
man labor movement today. 

The Communist party remains impot- 
ent in this situation. The present lead- 
ership of the party actually declines, by 
its false policy, to take into account the 
most important factor, the Oesi v of the 
proletarian class for a united front. The 
C. P. G. has succeeded, to be sure, in ral- 
lying large masses about it, but it has 
not succeeded in breaking down the de- 
cisive influence of the S. P. G. in the 
factories, in the trade unions and in the 
proletarian mass organizations. Thanks 
to the false policy of the party leader- 
ship a centrist party, the Socialist La- 
bor Party, has been able to raise its 
head. For the moment, the prospect of 
a change in the line of the party is ra- 
ther slim ("Social Fascism must first be 
defeated if Fascism is to be vanquish- 
ed".) 

What did the Lo't Opposition do in 
this situation? Do the German com- 
rades know how to intervene in the ev- 
ents, despite their numerical weakness? 
In order to evaluate the work of the 



«StaIin and His Creatures» -- The New Anti-Trotsky Campaign 



The Dally Worker of March 1 presents 
us with a new candidate for the profit- 
able honor of flinging mud at Trotsky. 
This time it is "Bill" Dunne who seeks 
to climb out of a recent obscurity on 
a mudpile of his own heaping. What- 
ever one may think of the suitability 
of the candidate, one cannot deny him a 
certain eagerness to earn his spurs no 
matter how deeply he must sink to find 
them. 

This is not the first time Dunne has 
joined iu the "final" burial of "Trotsky- 
ism". When we were first expelled from 
the American party, Dunne hastened to 
cable from Moscow a statemau-like 
protest against our alleged "use of his 
name", apparently under the nattering 
illusion that the "use" of his name would 
be profitable to anybody. Now, laboring 
under the same illusion, Dunne appears 
to believe that if he adds His little share 
of abuse and calumny to the mountains 
of filth reared by his equally willing col- 
leagues, Trotsky and the whole Opposi- 
tion will collapse mnder the strain, to 
be "deserted by the honest workers still 
among its crew", those honest, but ap- 
parently stupid and "misled" workers for 
whom every Stalinist functionary sheds 
tears of commiseration. 

What is the occasion for this new out- 
burst which "proves" that Trotsky "has 
finally joined" the counter-revolution? 
The interview granted by comrade Trot- 



As an example of the cowardly refusal! sky to the bourgeois press in which the 



of those in power to even attempt to 
defend China's soil, of their abject sur- 
render to' Japanese aggression, I might 
record that on the day prior to me ar- 
rival of the Japanese forces at Shankai- 
kuan, a staff officer attached to the Chi- 
nese Garrison Headquarters rode out to 
meet the invaders, to inform them that 
'hey would meet with no . resistance in 
the event that they desired to occupy 
the town. And Shaikankuan, lying im- 
mediately south of the Great Wall is 
outside Manchuria. One cannot doubt 
that they will prove equally obliging and 
accomodating should the hungry maw 
of Japanese imperialism demand the rest 
of China too. The freshest example is 
Shanghai (Chapei) where the I9th Route 
Army is stubbornly resisting the Japan- 
ese forces despite the receipt of orders 
from Nanking to withdraw and surrend- 
er the ground without fighting. 

Shankaikuan apparently forms no part 
of the immediate objectives of the Jap- 
anese Army, belonging geographically 
to the Tientsin.Peiping areea. Thus af- 
ter a perfunctory inspection of the rail- 
way station and environs, the Japanese 
soldiery withdrew. From that station to 
Mukden, the whole railway line was in 
their hands. Before the advance west- 
ward, the staffs of all stations had fled 
and had been replaced by the officials 
and workers drawn from the South Man- 
churia Railway, Japanese -owned. AH 
normal traffic on the section was ob- 
structed and stopped and the line en- 



views of the Opposition on the shaki- 
ness of the Stalin regime are briefly out- 
lined, and the newspaper rumor that 
Trotskv is to be allowed into Czecho- 
slovakia for three months. At least this 
is the formal occasion. In reality, the 
Stalinists are deeply troubled and dis- 
mayed. After years of the most venom- 
ous persecution, with all the resources 
of the Soviet power and the Comintern 
at their disposal, after periodical fun- 
erals for the Opposition, the corpse 
turns out to be more robust and vigor- 
ous than ever, while the ground trembles 
under the feet of the grave-diggers. 
Nothing else can explain the hysterical 
and brutal letter of Stalin against Slut- 
zky and the other "Trotskytst smuggl- 
ers", a letter which breaks a silence 
on the part of "the greatest disciple or 
Lenin" which the revolutionary events 
in Spain, the turbulent situation In Ger- 
many, and the world crisis in general 
have up to now sought in vain to pierce, 
And like the candle which splutters vio- 
lentlv before- dying out, the Stalinists 
have now launched a more than usually 
poisonous campaign against our great 
comrade. But like the dying candle, the 
odor of this campaign can already be 
smelled and properly classified. Dunne's 
splutterings are part of this campaign. 
He fits with admirable accuracy into the 
category to which comrade Trotsky re- 
ferred in his interview and which makes 
Dunne blue in the face : "Stalin and his 
creatures". 



What is the content (by your leave) 
of Dunne's abuse? Trotsky is "counter- 
revolution's outpost in Prinkipo". The 
"precise moment when the Soviet Union 
is faced with the sharpest offensive in 
the present drive of world imperialism", 
is chosen by Trotsky "to place himself 
with added venom in the imperialist 
camp". And, adds Dunne, for whom 
no secret is inviolate and nothing is 
obscure, "it is no mere coincidence" 
that France's puppet government of 
Czeeho-Slovakia "grants Trotsky permis- 
sion for a three-months' stay at the very 
moment he is preparing his counter-rev- 
olutionary statement". But here, we re- 
gret to report, Dunne's courage fails 
him. If not his courage, then his inven- 
tive imagination. Why does he not con- 
clude boldly that Trotsky is preparing 
to lead against the Soviet Union the 
same imperialist troops of Czecho-Slova- 
kia whom he was driving out of Russia 
at the head of the Red Army at about 
the same time that Dunne was publish- 
ing Robert Manor's counter- revolutionary 
anarchist drivel about how Lenin and 
Trotsky were cruelly and despotically 
strangling the "genuine Russian revolu- 
tion" of Minor's petty bourgeois friends 
in Moscow? Only in this manner, we 
submit, would the article be properly 
rounded off. 

We have another mild criticism to 
make of Dunne's article. He grows in- 
dignant over the fact that Trotsky gave 
his interview to the Associated Press, 
"one of the most useful agencies of Am- 
erican imperialism". Dunne is right, 
only he does not go far enough. He 
should point out that Trotsky is wrong 
in trying to break into a monopoly con- 
tractually owned by Stalin. We refer to 
the fact that TASS, the official Soviet 
telegraphic press agency, has an exclus- 
ive reciprocity contract with the Asso- 
ciated Press in this country, so that the 
correspondents of the former can usu- 
ally be found in the offices of the lat- 
ter, and the falsehoods manufactured 
against Trotsky, in the Stalinist forgery 
factory at Moscow are promptly trans- 
mitted to the American reading public 
by "one of the most useful agencies of 
American imperialism". The broadcast- 
ing of Trotsky's interview by the A. P. 
is really a breach of contract with 
Stalin, and we know of no worthier cause 
for which Dunne should take up his hol- 
low cudgels. 

Still another suggestion : Why should 
Dunne get so frightened at the prospect 
of Trotsky coming to Czecho- Slovakia? 
Where is Smeral? Is he doing nothing? 
When it was expected two years ago 
that Trotsky might get a visa to France, 
that sterling old French patriot, Marcel 
Cachin, came running to Bessedovsky, 
yes, Bessedovsky, the ,man who was act- 
ing as Soviet ambassador in France 
after the "counter-revolutionist" Rak- 
ovsky had been expelled by Briand and 
Stalin. Cachin begged Bessedovsky with 
tears in his eyes to see Briand immedi- 
ately so as to prevent the issuance of 



a visa to Trotsky. We tfiuve no doubt 
that the Soviet ambassadors and the 
creatures of Stalin in England, Germany 
and elsewhere, did the same thing when 
the proposal came up there for a Trot- 
sky visa. As is known, the social dem- 
ocratic governments of England and Ger- 
many, like the reactionary governments 
of France and Belgium, and the repub- 
lican-socialist coalition of Spain, all ac- 
comodated Stalin and refused a visa. 
Wiiy should Czecho-Slovakia prove to be 
less amenable to Stalin's request? Where 
is Smeral? He is no novice at negotiat- 
ing with bourgeois governments on a 
friendly— Oh, on a most friendly— basis. 
There finally remains to attempt an 
explanation of Dunne's terrific howling. 
Nobody would conceivably .make such 
a deafening noise, even in so "noble" a 
cause, if there were not some other sound 
that had to be drowned out. For ex- 
ample, it is because of his past "noises" 
that Radek now stfiouts so lustily against 
Trotsky. Or, if you want another ex- 
ample, Engdahl's or Itedacht's clamor 
against Loiestone. As even the uniniti- 
ated will suspect, the rule holds good in 
the present case too. In 1020, Dunne 
wrotti back to the United States from 
one of his periodic trips to Moscow, and 
was foolish enough to express himself 
plainly on the internal Russian party 
conflict. Our readers will remember the 
period just £U't^r SUlili's break with 
Zinoviev and before the formation of 
the Opposition bloc. At that time there 
was an "interlude" in the Stalinist strug- 
gle against Trotsky and the Opposition, 
based upon Stalin's aspiration to bloc 
wityh the latter against Zinoviev and 
Kamenev. It was at this epoch that 
Dunne wrote With unconstrained joy : 
"Trotsky is back witti a vengeance. His 
pictures and busts are displayed every- 
where next to Lenin's" etc., etc. Ele- 
mentary compassion for a man caught 
short dictates that we resist the tempta- 
tion to publish in fall the hymn of re- 
joicing Dunne penned at that time to the 
prospect of Trotsky coming "back with 
a vengeance" 

The point is that this letter was al- 
ways pretty much of an open secret in 
the party. Its existence is known to the 
stern party elders who never forget and 
rarely forgive. Wben Dunne's advance- 
ment to a higher rung in the hierarchi- 
cal ladder is discussed in the sacred 
councils, some defender of the faith (a 
Browder, let us say, or a Hathaway) 
will say: "Yes, yes, but what about that 
letter?". There lies fche secret of the 
terrific noise Dunne makes— not, to be 
sure, of the shameless vilification, be- 
cause that is a commonplace with every 
Stalinist creature who ekes out his place 
in the party today, but of the unusual 
loudness. Dunne is simply trying to 
drown out the haunting echo of his 1926 
letter. Sincerely, we wish him the luck 
his labors merit. 



Dunne has his competitors, uoU very 
menacing once, but at least just as an- 
xious and willing. In the new-born (or 
still-born?) Workers Age of March 5, 
1932, another Trotsky-Jiilling knight 
sallies forth with a wooden sword, Her- 
bert Zam. The Lovestoneites, after the 
collapse of their attempt to argue us out 
of existence with blackjacks, burglars 
and daggers, have retired to the "ideo- 
logical front". After their representa- 
tives iu the Comintern and here voted 
wifih every available limb to expel Trot- 
sky from the party and to exile him 
to Alma-Ata, and plumbed the lowest 
depths of disloyalty and baseness to be- 
smirch and calumniate the great rev- 
olutionist, they now find, with an indig- 
nation surpassing Dunne's, that "it is 
an act of shameful factional vengeance" 
for Stalin ... to deprive Trotsky of his 
citizenship! Like Bhe righteous burgh- 
er in the melodrama, they cry out to 
the villain: "You have shot my son. You 
have raped my daughter. You have 
shamed Tny spouse. You iiave stolen my 
household goods. You have burned down 
the roof over my head. But have a care, 
Sir Marmalade, some day you shall go 
too far '." 

But this editorial comment is only put 
in to make Zam's revelations about 
"Trotsky and the Far East Crisis" more 
palatable. But it does not help one to 
digest Zam's re-warmed chopped straw, 
and we will not attempt, to offer any oi 
it to our readers. The "three serious 
errors of comrade (Ahem! Comrade!) 
Trotsky" are three feeble straw men 
laboriously fabricated by Zam and trium- 
phantly cut down at one blow, in this 
Zam is only following the established 
tradition of his kidney. It will be re- 
called how Zam's elderly colleague wrote 
a whole booklet, a veritable American 
textbook against Trotskyism, to prove 
what unvarnished scoundrels were all 
the allies of Trotsky in the United Sta- 
tes. Since Trotsky had no allies in this 
country at that time, Wolfe, nothing 
put out, simply invented them for Trot- 
suy, he proceeded, a few years later, af- 
ter his expulsion with Love stone and 
Co., to make the best of these inventions 
by uniting with tiiem at the first oppor- 
tunity! In this way, all were pleased: 
Trotsky had his revenge for Wolfe's fa- 
brications, and Wolfe made a good profit 
out of Trotsky's "allies". Maybe there 
is something in the blood of the Love- 
stoneites that gives them a kick out of 
this way of conducting polemics. Ap- 
parently there are such people. 

Zam, by the way, is not at an end. 
There is more to come. He concludes 
his breathless battle by writing: "Per- 
haps a closer investigation will disclose 
that the Trotsky Thermidor theory 
and the Trotsky theory of Japan's peace- 
fulness are not entirely unrelated." Bahl 
We are ashamed of such hesitancy. Whv 
"perhaps"? People who "related"' Trot- 
sky to a Wrangel officer, and the Left 
Opposition to Chamberlain and Hoover, 
should have no difficulty in "relating" 
any two things. Stalin's creatures are 
not only to be found Inside Stalin's 
party. Plenty can still be found among 
those eternally hopeful who aspire, on 
the outside, to the comforts of their 
lost heme. 

— MONYAK. 



German Opposition objectively, its past 
development must be taken into consi- 
deration. The complete bankruptcy of 
the llasIov-ituth-Fischer Opposition 
greatly compromised the ideas of the 
Left iu the C. I'. G. The policy conduct- 
ed b\- rrbahns contributed its share to 
the estrangement of the Left Opposition 
from the cadres of the party. The, in- 
trigues of Landau contributed the rest 
nut! only helped to make the Left Op- 
position ridiculous in the eyes of the 
best sections of the German working 
class. It was uinrn such premises that 
the Left Opposition hud to resume its 
work in Germany. And in this work, 
it must be remembered, it was faced with 
a slriurgle not only against the strong- 
est Ktiiliuist party in Western Europe, 
but against the strongest Right wing 
group iu the world, the H randier group, 
us well. 

Political and Organizational Activity 

The German Opposition has taken a 
position on the most imimrtunt political 
events in so far as it lay within the 
realm ot its ability. Before the Refer- 
endum iu Prussia, it took a unequivocal 
position against the "'Red" Referendum 
of the Communist party (carried on in 
common with the Fascists) in its paper, 
the Permanente Revolution. In its Open 
Letter to the party it posed, on the basis 
of an analysis of the situation in Ger- 
many, the question of tlie united front 
as the central political problem of the 
C. P. G. Finally, the Left Opposition 
took a position toward the new centrist 
parry, the Socialist Labor Party, in the 
form of theses. Within this party, which 
is centristic in its policy, there are many 
youths who have placed themselves on 
the ground of Communism. They reject 
entrance into the ('. P. G. an account 
of its false policy. At the plenum of the 
National Committee, a resolution "On 
(he Situation" was adopted. 

Latelv. the political influence of the 
Left Oppe-dtion has grown appreciably 
in Germany. The entire press, and es- 
pecially the central organ of the Com- 
munist party, Die Rote Falme, is forced 
to fake a position toward the policy of 
the Left Opposition. The campaign 
against e«mrade Trotsky is carried on in 
full swim:. 

Still, it must be emphasized that the 
organic growth of the Opposition does 
not at all measure up to this political 
influence. That is due, in large part, 
to the immense objective difficulties, and 
In part also to the subjective difficulties: 
the material poverty of the organization 
in relationship to the necessary work; a 
hard-felt lack of forces and others. 

The first few months after the eli- 
mination of Landau and his meagre fol- 
lowing were occupied with a tightening 
of the organization and with the resump- 
tion of regular activities by the various 
local groups. That was a period of in- 
ternal consolidation for the organization. 
The next step was the formation of ac- 
tive cadres, the winning over of new 
members anil the reconstruction of our 
faction inside the party. In this field, 
the Berlin organization, despite its re- 
lative weakness has been able to register 
Stood progress. The membership figures 
rose and in several districts party fac- 
tions were created. Despite the enor- 
mously difficult objective conditions, the 
group went ahead with the preparation 
of open discussion meetings, at which 
new members were enrolled. Numerous 
speakers were sent out to represent our 
organization at various discussion meet- 
ings. 

The Saxon and Hamburg groups have 
likewise carried on good propagandist ie 
activity, especially of late. There too, 
we have been able to regiser an increase 
in membership. Especially instructive 
are the experiences of the Bruchsal 
group. In Bruchsal, there is only our 
organization in the field; there is no 
party organization. Through the appli- 
cation of the Leninist united front tac- 
tic, our Bruchsal comrades succeeded in 
establishing a proletarian ctass front, 
in which the social democratic party or- 
ganization, the trade unions and all the 
other proletarian organizations partici- 
pated. The result of this, policy was 
that the local group was able to more 
than double its membership (more than 
a hundred); aside from this, several 
new local groups have been founded in 
the vicinity. Furthermore, new groups 
have been established in the following 
places: Beuthen, Goeriitz, Breslau. 
Frankfurt on thee Main, the Ruhr, Oran- 
ienburg. Magdeburg, Erfurt, etc. 
Literature and Press 
The organization has from its incep- 
tion made many efforts toward the crea- 
tion of an Opposition literature. The 
material means did not suffice for a re- 
gularly appearing newspaper. All efforts 
were oi'ncentrated on the publication of 
inexpensive pamphlets, in order to curry 
on our propaganda on the broadest basis. 
All the writings of comrade Trotsky 
were published in pamphlet form. From 
time to time, the circulaion of the pub- 
lications continued to grow. Several 
mistakes were committed in this field 
(the issuance of too limited a number 
of pamphlets, which are today entirely 
out of print and which cannot be re- 
(Cootinued on page 4) 
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THE THREAT OF ILLEGALITY 

American capitalism is already giving 
advance notice of the bloody answer it 
is preparing to the slaves whom it denies 
a living within their slavery. In the 
roar of gunfire at Detroit It said to the 
workers whom It has thrown onto the 
streets : "We cannot employ you and we 
will not provide tor you, and if you 
protest we will shoot you." The mass- 
acre at Detroit was followed a few days 
later by the murderous attack on the 
Chicago demonstration of the Commun- 
ists before the Japanese Consulate. 
Here, as In Detroit, the police were 
clearly the aggressors. The demonstra- 
tion was designed as a peaceful one, with 
Communist direction it could not he 
otherwise under the given conditions, for 
It is no part of Communist policy to 
substitute the futile violence of an in. 
dividual or of a smay group for the 
Intervention of the masses who are not 
yet active. 

We do not credit the story, by means 
of which the police-murderers are at- 
tempting to cover themselves, that the 
first shots were flred from the crowd, 
and by a "Communist agitator" at that. 
Such Individual reactions to the regime 
of brutal repression are of course possi- 
ble; one may say inevitable. Even if 
that had been the ease in Chicago, the 
police who forcibly deprived the mani- 
festants of their rights would bear the 
whole responsibility. But their attempt 
to pin the accusation on a "known" Com- 
munisa discredits their story from the 
start. It Is a transparent subterfuge to 
justify themselves and to frame-up the 
party. 

They are proceeding in the same way 
at Detroit. The four victims of their 
gunmen> had not been laid away before 
they began a wild man-hunt for Com- 
munist leaders and set the legal machin- 
ery in motion to grind out wholesale in- 
dictments. They are drawing the noose 
tighter around the workers* vanguard. 
They are starting to isolate it from the 
great ,mass of discontented workers and 
to outlaw its activities. The labor pas- 
sivity that has attended the Kentucky 
prosecutions and convictions only en- 
courages a similar procedure after every 
skirmish in other places. The ruling 
capitalists and their Governmental hire- 
lings, shivering in fear at the coming 
storm yf labor rebellion, would like to 
cut off and proscribe the conscious and 
articulate section of the class and de- 
prive the germinating mass movement of 
legal spokesmen and organizers. 

The menace of illegality for the Com- 
munist movement Is undoubtedly grow- 
ing, and it calls for the most serious 
and all-sided consideration. There is no 
prescription by the aid of which the 
Party can be guaranteed a legal exist- 
ence. With the present weakness and 
Isolation of the Party, with the inten- 
sification of war danger Increasing, and 
with a powerful ruling class panic-strick- 
en at the prospect of a workers' mass 
movement o come, but not yet matured 
and merged with the vanguard, the rev- 
olutionary wing may be driven under- 
ground In spite of anything it can do. 
There is no prescription that will 
guarantee legality. But within certain 
limits it can be safeguarded and stren- 
gthened by a correct policy. The ex- 
perience of 1919-21 must be recalled and 
its lessons assimilated by those militants 
who have been drawn into the move- 
ment, under legal conditions, since that 
time. The first of these lessons is to 
value legality; and, without surrender- 
ing a single point of revolutionary doc- 
trine or evading a single duty, to fight 
for it to the end. A retreat into illegal- 
ity under the present conditions, or even 
under much more aggravated ones, would 
signify a retreat from the coming class 
battles. 
THE SITUATION AND ITS TASK 

One of the most important problems of 
American Communist tactics is to main- 
tain an open legal, or at least semi- 
legal, position until a significant work- 
ers' mass movement has caught up with 
the conscious vanguard and joined with 
it in a common struggle on the concrete 
questions of the day. Then the sup- 
pression of the Party will be a thousand 
times .more difficult. The numerically 
weak Party, isolated and fighting virtual- 
ly alone, is only a threat. The Party 
supported by a Workers' mass movement 
is a power. 

If we are going lo And our way in 
the charged social atmosphere of these 
days, the first obligation laid upon us 
is to see things as they are. History 
assigns an enormous role to the con- 
scious revolutionaries who foresees the 
line of march theoretically, but it does 
not allow us to force events by our own 
wishes. Marxism is no doctrine of soc- 
ial miracles wrought by small minor- 
ities. It has nothing in common with 
putschism. Even if one is .convinced — 
as we are convinced — that we are near 
the threshold of great events aud great 
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changes in the life of the American 
working class, it is not permissible to 
forget lor a moment that we alone will 
not and cannot be the authors of these 
changes and these events. The future 
on' American Communism is bright with 
promise, but we will move toward that 
great future only in so far as the work- 
ing musses move with us at every step. 
The material conditions are long ripe 
for a tremendous upsurge, of militant la- 
bor. This we know and this is the foun- 
dation of our perspectives. But the 
workers do not react automatically to 
the material pressure upon them, and 
there is no rule by which to foretell the 
extent and tempo of their movement in 
advance. That must be judged and es- 
timated as it actually unfolds or, at 
least, an it is clearly intimated. A 
clear-sighted study of the mood and tem- 
per of the workers must precede and 
regulate the daily tactics and working 
tmethods of the revolutionary Party if 
It really aims to accelerate and influ- 
ence the collisions of class forces. 

Unemployment on the one side and 
wage reductions on the other are weigh- 
ing down upon virtually the whole work- 
ing class of America and ruthlessly 
changing all the accustomed conditions 
and standards of life. But in spite of 
that— and this is the most singular and 
inescapable fact in the situation — the 
workers have not yet begun the Inevit- 
able movement of revolt. Under press- 
ure of conditions that become more and 
more Intolerable the workers are under- 
going a profound mental change. But 
the outward signs of this change are not 
yet manifest to any appreciable extent. 
It is like the slow accumulation of steam 
In a sealed boiler that has not yet reach- 
ed .the explosive point. The explosion 
will come, and it may come -unannounc- 
ed ; but it is hot s£or,m, but rather the 
dead calm before storm, that character- 
izes the present situation. 

The sporadic movements which flare 
up here and there are organized by 
the small Communist vanguard and, for 
the most part, carried through by them 
in almost every case. In these actions 
the Communist workers are distinguish- 
ing themselves by their courage and re- 
solution. Thereby they are storing up 
capital and prestige for the future. But 
the masses are not moving with the 
Communists. In this disparity there is 
a great danger that the vanguard will 
become exhausted and demoralized and 
nnafcle to handle the real movement 
when it breaks. 

The Communist wqrkers are not the 
working class. They are only Its con- 
scious section, and at present in Amer- 
ica they are a small and numerically 
insignificant section. The Communist 
workers aione cannot fight real class 
battles. Their function is to fight with 
the workers and in their front ranks. 
The task of the Communists at the mo- 
ment is to prepare the workers for the 
coming struggles. The center of this 
task is the "patient work of explana- 
tion" ; of agitation and propaganda to 
win the workers over to a course of 
struggle. There is no substitute for 
this prosaic task and there is no way to 
leap over it. A renovation of the Party'? 
tactics in this sense is an absolute nec- 
essary. Only in this way can It prepare 
the coming workers' movement and en- 
trench itself within it. 
A FALSE SLOGAN 

""he revolutionary fighting spirit of the 
Communist workers who demonstrated 
before the Japanese consulates last Sat- 
urday is not to be questioned. The firm 
will to fight against the imperialist war 
mongeres was their animating impulse. 
And that is all the greater reason for 
protest against the manner in which the 
energies of the militants are being mis- 
directed by the false tactics of the Party 
leaders. It is a cruel irony that the 
brave demonstration of the Chicago rev- 
isionists, inspired by a hatred of "their 
own" imperialists, could give the out- 
ward appearance of an "anti- Japanese 
demonstration", and be so described by 
the capitalist press. Such a direction of 
the struggle does not in the least hamper 
the war plans of American imperialism. 
On the contrary it gives them unwitting 
support. 

Of course we support the (jhinese peo- 
ple; we ought to expose and denounce 
the Japanese militarists in our general 
edly wrong to concentrate the anti-war 
campaign in America against the govern- 
agitation ; but in our opinion it Is decid- 
.ment of Japan. And this Is precisely 
the impression that, in the present situa- 
tion, the demonstrations before the Jap- 
anese consulates are bound to create in 
the minds of the masses. In actions of 
this kind only the salient facts stand 
out. The subsidiary slogans, the other 
issues which are "linked up" with the 
main event, are lost in the shuttle. How 
quickly wrongly formulated slogans ex- 
act their penalty! The popular impres- 
sion of the Saturday demonstrations as 
an "ant i- Japanese" affair is the price 
already paid for the asinine slogan of 
the Party leadership : "Drive the Japan- 
ese diplomats from the country !" 

In this slogan there is the basis for 
a complete disorientation of the prole- 
tarian straggle around the question of 
the coming war. It fits In with the 
pseudo-pacifist policy of American Im- 
perialism in the East and facilitates its 
work of delusion at liome. "The Japan- 
ese are mad with militarism ; they are 
provoking a world war ; but our own 
government strives for peace, and if it 
is finally ufreed Into war it will be the 
fault of Japan" — this is the imperialist 
propaganda for the coming year which 
is seeping into the minds of the Amer- 
ican people day by day. Does the "Anti- 
Japanese" agitation of the Party coun- 
teract this poisonous delusion or does 



The World Crisis and Its Revolutionary Implications 

By LEON TROTSKY 



It is the aim of the present lines to 
indicate — if only in Its general outlines 
—the composition of the political world 
situation today, as it has resulted from 
the fundamental contradictions of decay 
capitalism, complicated and sharpened 
by the severe commercial, industrial and 
financial crisis. The following, hastily 
sketched reflections, fjr from embracing 
all countries and all questions, are to 
be the subject of serious further, col- 
lective treatment. 

The Spanish Revolution has treat- 



I. 

ed the general political premises for the 
immediate struggle for power of the pro- 
letariat. The syndicalist traditions of 
the Spanish proletariat have at once re- 
vested themselves as one of the most 
important obstacles In the way of the 
development of the revolution. The 
Comintern was caught unawares by the 
events. The Communist party, totally 
impotent at the beginning of the revolu- 
tion, occupied a false position on all the 
fundamental questions. The Spanish 
experiences have shown — let It be re- 
called once more— what a frightful in- 
strument of the disorganization of the 
revolutionary consciousness of the ad- 
vanced workers, the present Comintern 
leadership represents ! The extraordin- 
ary delay of the proletarian vanguard 
lagging behind the events, the politically 
dispersed character of the heroic strug- 
gles of the laboring masses, the actual 
assurances of reciprocity between anar- 
cho-syndicalism and social democracy — 
—these are the fundamental politiral 
conditions that made it possible for the 
republican bourgeoisie, in league with 
the social democracy, to establish an 
appartaus of repression, and by dealing 
the insurgent masses blow for blow, to 
concentrate a considerable amount of 
political power in the hands of the 
government. 

By this example, we see that Fascism 
does not at atl represent the only means 
of the bourgeoisie In its struggle against 
the revolutionary masses. The regime 
existing in Spain today corresponds best 
to the conception of the Kerensklad, 
that is, the last or "the one before the 
last" ) "left" government, which the 
bourgeoisie can only set up in its strug- 
gle against the revolution. But this 
kind of government does not necessarily 
signify weakness and prostration. In 
the absence of a strong revolutionary 
party of the, proletariat, a combination 
of semi-reforms, left phrases and ges- 
tures stilC more to the left, and of re- 
prisals can prove to be of much more 
effective service to the bourgeoisie than 
Fascism. 

Needless to say, the Spanish revolution 
has not yet concluded. It has not solved 
its most elementary tasks (the agrarian, 
the church and the national questions) 
and is still far from having exhausted 
tlie revolutionary resources of the mass- 
es. More than it has already given, the 
bourgeois revoiution will not be able 
to give. With regard, to the proletarian 
revolution, however, the present intern- 
al situation in Spain may be character- 
ized as pre- revolutionary, but scarcely 
more than that. It Is quite probable 
that the offensive development of the 
Spanish revolution will take on a more 
or less protracted character. In this 
manner, the historical process opens up, 
as it were, a new credit account for 
Spanish Communism,. 

3. The sitnation In England can 

likewise he termed with a certain de- 
gree of justification, as pre- revolution- 
ary, provided it is strictly agreed, that 
a period covering several years of part- 
ial ebbs and and tides can elapse be- 
tween the pre-revolutionary and the Im- 
mediately revolutionary situation: The 
economic situation in England -has reach- 
ed extreme acuteness. Still, the politic- 
al super-structure of this arch-conserva- 
tive country extraordinary lags behind 
the changes In the economic basis. Be- 
fore taking recourse to new political 
forms and methods, all the classes of 
the English nation are attempting time 
and again to ransack the old store- 
rooms, to turn the old clothes of their 
grandfathers and greatmoChers inside 
out. The fact remains, that despite 
the dreadful national decline there does 
not exist in EngCand as yet, either a 
revolutionary party of any significance 
or Its antlpode— the Fascist party. 
Thanks to these circumstances, the bour- 
geoisie has had the opportunity of mob- 
ilizing the majority of the people under 
the "national" banner, that is, under 
the most hollow of all possible slogans. 



it contribute to it? In the event of war 
with Japan the Communists will Be dis- 
armed* If the American Imperialists can 
say: "Yon were more eager than we 
were; you demanded the expulsion of 
the Japanese diplomats while we were 
still striving for peace." 

"The enemy is in our own ocuntry!" 
— this Is the revolutionary slogan of 
Llebknecht and Lenin, the guiding line 
of the proletarian struggle against im- 
perialist war. Those who forget this 
for one moment are already on the tob- 
oggan to social patriotism. The prole- 
tariat in every country has to wage its 
own specific fight against its own Imper- 
ialists and work for their defeat. The 
central task of the American Commun- 
ists in the question of war is the sys- 
tematic exposure of the policy of Amer- 
ica which masks the most monstrous im- 
perialist designs with the phrases of 
pacifism. The ftre of the Communists 
must be concentrated mainly on this 
Hoover policy if it is to serve the in- 
terests of the proletariat. The anti-Jap- 
anese slogan contradicts this task, con- 
fuses and disorganizes the struggle and 
even contains the germ of chauvinist de- 
viations. The slogan should be with- 
drawn before it does further barm. 

—J. P. C. 



In -the pre-revolutionary situation, the 
most duK-wItted of conservatisms had 
acquired tremendous political predom- 
inance. It will in all probability take 
imore than one month, perhaps more than 
one year, for the political super-struc- 
ture to become adapted to the real eco- 
nomic and international situation of the 
■country. 

There is no ground for assuming that 
the coClapse of the "national" bloc — and 
such a collapse is inevitable in the re- 
latively near future — will lead directly 
to the proletarian revolution (it Is a 
matter of course, that there can be no 
other revolution in England) or to the 
triumph of "Fascism". On the contrary, 
It may be assmed with much greater 
probablCity that on her path to the rev- 
olutionary solution, England will go 
through a lengthy period of the radical 
democratic and social -pacifist demagogy 
of the Lloyd- Georgia d and of Litbourism. 
These can therefore be no doubt that 
England's historical development will 
grant British Communism ample time to 
transforjn Itself into the genuine i^rty 
of the proletariat at the moment it will 
be confronted with the solution. From 
this, however, it does not at all follow 
that we can afford to continue losing 
time with disastrous experiments and 
Centrist zig-zags. In the present world 
situation, time is the most precious of 
raw materials. 

3. France, which the sages of the 
Comintern had placed a year and a half 
or two years ago in the foremost ranks 
of the revolutionary "upsurge", Is in 
actuality the most conservative country, 
not only of Europe, but perhaps of the 
entire world. The relative stability of 
the capitalist regime In France has its 
roots, to a large extent, in its backward- 
ness. The crisis has less telling effects 
on it than on other countries. On the 
financial field, Paris even attempts to 
vie with New York. The present finan- 
cial "prosperity" of the French bourge- 
oisie has its direct source in the robbery 
of Versailles. But it is precisely the 
Versailles peace itself that contains the 
chief threat to the entire regime of the 
French republic. Between the size of 
the population, the productive forces and 
the national income of France on the 
one hand, and her present international 
position on the other, there is a crying 
contradiction which must Inevitably lead 
to an explosion. To maintain her short- 
lived hegemony, "nationalist" as well as 
radical-socialist France is forced to de- 
pend upon the support in the entire 
world, of the most reactionary forces, of 
the most archaic forms of exploitation, 
of the abominable Rumanian clique, of 
the decadent Pilsudski regime, of the 
dictatorship of the Jugloslavian mili- 
tary; to uphold the dismemberment of 
the German nation (Germany and Aus- 
tria), to defend .the Polish corridor in 
East Prussia, to aid Japanese interven- 
tion in Manchuria, to spur the Japanese 
military cllqe against the U. S. S. R., 
to come forward as the chief enemy of 
the liberation movement of the colonial 
peoples, etc. The contradidction he- 
tween France's secondary role in world 
economy and her immense privileges and 
pretensions in world polities will become 
more distinct every month, will heap 
dangers upon dangers, -upset her inter- 
nal stability, promote restlessness and 
discontent among the masses of the peo- 
ple and create ever deeper political de- 
rangements. These processes wfll un- 
doubtedly become manifest as early as 
the next parliamentary elections. 

On the other hand, however, all in- 
dications compel us to assume that, if no 
great events take place outside of the 
eountrv (the victory of the revolution 
In Germany or the reverse: the victory 
of Fascism), the development of the in- 
ternal relationships In France Itself will, 
In the next period, take a relatively "nor- 
mal" course which will open -up for Com- 
munism the opportunity of utilizing a 
considerable period of preparation in or- 
der to consolidate itself prior to the ad- 
vent of the pre-revolutionary and revolu- 
tionary situation. 

4. In the United States, the most pow- 
erful country of capital, the present 
crisis has laid bare frightful social con- 
tradictions with striking forcefulness. 
After an unprecedented period of pro- 
sperity -sshich amazed the whole world 
with its fireworks of millions and bil- 
lions, the United States at once enter- 
ed a period of unemployment for mil- 
lions of people, of the most appalling 
physical destitution for the toilers. Such 
a gigantic social convulsion cannot fall 
to leave its traces on the political de- 
velopment of the country. Today it is 
still hard to ascertain, at least from the 
distance, any measure of important rad- 
Icalization in the American working 
masses. It may be assumed that the 
masses themselves have been so startled 
hy the castastrophlc upheaval in the con- 
juncture, so stunned and crushed by un- 
employment or by the fear of unemploy- 
ment, that they have not as yet been able 
to draw even the most elementary poli- 
tical conclusions from the calamity that 
has >efallen them. This requires a cer- 
tain amount of time. But the conclu- 
sions will be drawn. The tremendous 
economic crisis, which has taken on the 
character of a social crisis, will inevit- 
ably be converted into a crisis of the 
political consciousness of the American 
working class. It is quite possible that 
the revolutionary radlcallzation of the 
broadest layers of workers will reveal 
itself, not in the period of the greatest 
decline in the conjuncture, but on the 
contrary, during the turn toward revival 
and Hpswing. In either ease, the present 
crisis will open up a new epoch in the 
life of the American proletariat and of 
the people as a whole. Serious regroup- 
meats and clashes among the ruling 



parties are to be expected, as well as 
new attempts to create a third party, etc. 
With the first signs of a rise In the con- 
juncture, the trade union movement will 
acutely sense the necessity of tearing 
itself loose from the claws of the de- 
spicable A. F. of Ix bureaucracy. At 
the same time, unlimited possibilities 
will unfold themselves for Communism. 

In the past, America has known more 
than one stormy outburst of revolution- 
ary or semi -revolutionary mass move- 
ments. Every time they died out quick- 
ly, because America at every time enter- 
ed a new phase of economic upswing 
and also because the movements them- 
selves were characterized by crass em- 
piricism and theoretical helplessness. 
These two conditions belong to the past. 
A new economic upswing {and one can- 
not consider it excluded in advance) 
will iiave to be based, not on the internal 
"equilibrium", but on the present chaos 
of world economy. American capitalism 
will enter an epoch of monstrous im- 
perialism, of an uninterrupted growth of 
armaments, of Intervention in the affairs 
of the entire world, of military conflicts 
and convulsions. On the other hand. In 
the form of Communism the masses of 
the American proletariat possess — ra- 
ther, could possess, provided with a cor- 
rect policy— no longer the old melange 
of empiricism, mysticism and quackery, 
but a scientifically grounded, up-to-date 
doctrine. These radical changes permit 
us to predict with certainty that the 
inevitable and relatively rapid, revolu- 
tionary transformation of the American 
proletariat will no more to be the form- 
er, easily extinguisbable "bonfire", but 
the beginning of a veritable revolution- 
ary conflagration. In America, Commun- 
ism can face its great future with con- 
fidence. 

5. The Czarist adventure in Manch- 
uria led to the Russo-Japanese war; the 
war— io. the 1003 revolution. The pre- 
sent .Mpanese adventure in Manchuria 
can lead to revolution in Japan. 

At the beginning of the century, the 
feudal-military regime of that country 
could stilt successfully serve the inter- 
ests of the young Japanese capitalism. 
But in the course of the last quarter of 
a century, capitalist development li« 
brought extraordinary decomposition in- 
to the old social and political forms. 
Since that time, Japan has more than 
once been on the brink of revolution. 
But the latter lacked a strong revolu- 
tionary class to fulfill the tasks imposed 
on it by the - developments. The Mau 
churiau adventure may accelerate the 
revolutionary catastrophe of the Japan- 
ese regime. 

Present day China, no matter how 
enfeebled It may be by the dictatorship 
of the Kuo Min Tang cliques, greatly 
differs from the China which Japan, fol- 
lowing the European powers, despoiled 
in the past. China has not the strength 
to drive out the Japanese expeditionary 
forces immediately, but the national con- 
sciousness and activity of the Chinese 
people have grown enormously. Hun- 
dreds of thousands, millions of Chinese 
have gone through military training. 
The Chinese will always improvise new 
armies. The Japanese will feel them- 
selves besieged. The railroads will be 
of far greater service for war than for 
economic purposes. More and more new 
troops will have to be sent out. The 
Manchurian expedition spreading out will 
begin to exhaust Japan's economic or- 
ganism, increase the -discontent inside 
the' country, sharpen the contradictions 
and thereby, accelerate the revolutionary 
crisis. 



the fate of all of China. In this gig- 
antic historical struggle, the Soviet gov- 
ernment cannot be neutral, take the 
same position with regard to China as 
to Japan. It is duty-bound to stand com- 
pletely and fully on the side of the 
Chinese people. Only the unflinching 
loyalty ot the Soviet government to the 
struggle for the liberation of the op- 
pressed peoples can really protect the 
Soviet Union on the Eastern frontier 
against Japan, England, France, the 
United States. 

Under what forms the Soviet govern- 
ment will support the struggle of the 
Chinese people in the coming period, de- 
pends upon the concrete historical cir- 
cumstances. If it had been insane to 
surrender the Chinese Eastern Railroad 
voluntarily to Japan before, then it would 
be just as insane to subordinate the en- 
tire policy in the Far East to the pro- 
blem of the Chinese Eastern Railroad. 
There are many indications that the be- 
havior of the Japanese military clique in 
this question bears a consciously provo- 
catory character. Directly behind this 
provocation, stands ruling France. The 
aim of the provocation is to tie the hands 
of the Soviet Union in the East. AH 
the more firmness and far-sightedness 
is required on the part of the Soviet gov- 
ernment. 

The fundamental conditions of the 
Bast: its immense expanse, its countless 
human masses, its economic backward- 
ness—give these processes their slow, 
■their drawn out and crawling character. 
In any case, there is no threat of an 
immediate and acute danger to the ex- 
istence of the Soviet Union from the 
Far East. During, the coming period, 
the main events will develop in Europe. 
Here, great opportunities may arise, 
but from the same source also, great 
dangers threaten. For the present, only 
Japan has tied its hands in the Far 
East. The Soviet Union must, for the 
present, keeps Its hands free. 

— L. TROTSKY. 
From ("Germany— the Key to the 
International Situation.") 



6. In China, the .necessity of a deter- 
mined defense against the imperialist 
invasion will also bring with it serious 
internal, political consequences. The 
Kuo Min Tang regime arose out of the 
national revolutionary mass movement, 
which was exploited and strangled by 
the bourgeois militarists (with the aid 
of the Stalinist bureaucracy). Precise- 
ly for tills reason, the present regime, 
shaky and full of contradictions, is in- 
capable of initiating a revolutionary war. 
The necessity of a defense against the 
Japanese invaders will turn more and 
more against the Kuo Min Tang regime 
and nourish the revolutionary senti- 
ments of the masses. With a correct 
policy, the proletarian vanguard can, un- 
der these eond lions, make up for all 
that was so tragically lost in the course 
of the years 1A24-1927. 

7. The present events in Manchuria 
prove particularly how naive those gen- 
tlemen were, who demanded of the Sov- 
iet Union the simple return of the Chi- 
nese Eastern Railroad to China. That 
would have meant surrendering it volun- 
tarily to Japan, In whose hands the 
railroad would have become a weapon 
against China as well as against the U. 
S. S. R. If anything at all had hitherto 
prevented the Japanese military cliques 
from intervention in Manchuria and if 
anything may still hold them within the 
boundaries of caution today, it is the 
fact that the Chinese Eastern Railroad 
is the property of the Soviets. 

8. Cannot the Manchurian adventure 
of the Japanese, nevertheless, lead to 
war with the U. S. S. R.? It is -under- 
stood, this is not excluded even with 
the wisest and most cautious policy on 
the part of the Soviet government. The 
internal contradictions of feudal-capital- 
istic Japan have obviously unbalanced 
her government. There is no lack of 
instigators ( France ) . And from the 
historical experiences of Czarism in the 
Far East, we know what an unbalanced 
military- bureaucratic monarchy is cap- 
able of. 

The struggle unfolding in the Far 
East Is, it is understood, carried on not 
foi the sake of the railroads, but over 



German Opposition at Work 

(Continued from page 3) 
issued now for material reasons). The 
pamphlets "Against National Commun- 
ism", "Shall Fascism Really Be Victor- 
ious?" and "How Can National Socialism 
Be Defeated?" have all appeared In a 
second edition. The latest pamphlets 
have all appeared editions of 15.000 and 
have been completely sold out. The 
present spheje of Influence of the Left 
Opposition will allow us to advance to 
editions of 25,000. This is a significant 
step forward. 

Due to the reasons mentioned above, 
the Permanent e Revolution could not, at 
first, appear more than once a month. 
We had to overcome certain pessimistic 
sentiments against a more regular ap- 
pearance. Nevertheless, we have suc- 
ceeded in issuing the paper as a semi- 
monthly ever since January 1. That is 
an unquestionable success for the or- 
ganization, although this result Is by no 
means up to the mark of political neces- 
sity. We are campaigning for a weekly 
at present. 

The successes achieved are the fruits 
of a systematic work of preparation, 
which brought about the most effective 
utilization and application of the forces 
of which we disposed. We must em- 
phasize that all our work was carried 
on without nnv material assistance from 
the outside. In view of the fact that 
there are more than 6,000,000 unemploy- 
ed in Germany today, these material ef- 
forts are even worthy of a much higher 
evaluation. Without overlooking any of 
the shortcomings that still persist, it is, 
nevertheless, undeniable, that the Ger- 
man Opposition has overcome the stage 
of sectarianism and that it Is on the 
road to becoming one of the most active 
sections In the International Left Op- 
position. _r. WELL. 

P. S. In further . articles, there will 
be a more detailed report of the newly 
organized groups and connections. 



CLASS IN MARXISM 

. It Is not yet too late to Join the class 
in Marxism taught by comrade ' Swabeck 
every Thursday evening at eight o'- 
clock, at our headquarters, 84 E. 10th 
St. Comrades and sympathizers are in- 
vited to attend. The subject matter 
already covered included discussion of 
Class Struggles in France, the I8th 
Bramaire.the Communist Manifesto, Hie 
Got ha Program. 

Some of the remaining sessions, and 
they are more than half, will be de- 
voted to analysis and discussion of the 
dispute with the anarchists, the dispute 
with the Utopians, historical material- 
ism, and dialectics. We repeat: it is not 
yet too late to join this class. The fee is 
small. The next session is Thursday, 
March 24th. 



BACK NUMBERS OP 
"MILITANT" WANTED 

We are preparing files of the 
Militant for binding. We plan to 
bind In one volume all the issues 
from Vol. 1, No. 1 to Volume IV 
No. 12, the last Issue of the semi- 
monthly Militant. We are missing 
the folloing numbers: Vol. I, No. 
1, November ]5, 1028. Vol. 2, No. 
4, Feb. 18th 1020; Vol. 3, No. 31; 
Oct. 1, 1930; Vol. 4, No. 2, Janu- 
ary 15th, 1931. Vol. 4, No. 4, Feb- 
ruray 15th 1931. Vol. 4, No. 10, 
May 15th, 1931. Just as soon as 
we receive these numbers we will 
be able to proceed iwth our bind- 
ing plans and offer the bound vol- 
umes for sale. 
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Rebel Miners in Action! 

New Movement in tke Anthracite Growins Rapidly 

spreadin 



96rikes are once again, 
through the coal fields. In the Penn- 
sylvania anthracite region a large num- 
ber of the black towering breakers are 
shut down as thousands of men have 
left the collieries. It is what is called 
au insurgent strike. The combination, 
of an insurgent movement and a power- 
ful strike, has thrown both alarm and 
fear into the whole of the enemy camp. 
As it gained day by day during its first 
week it met the most terrific opposition 
from the united forces of the operators, 
the state cossacks and the United Mine 
Workers officials. 

So far this opposition has not been 
able to stem the tide. While the state 
troopers are massed in the territory 
ruthlessly breaking up "insurgent" meet- 
ings and making wholesale arrests, more 
collieries join the movement. 

First of ail this strike is caused by the 
terrible unemployment, the widespread 
starvation and the operators demands 
that the collieries sign separate agree- 
ments with loss of conditions. Out of 
the little more than 100,000 miners in the 
territory at least 60,000 have remained 
Unemployed ever since the crisis began, 
though largely as a result of increasing 
mechanization, speed-up and closing 
down of what is called unprofitable 
mines. Hut this is only one side of the 
picture. On tiie other hand the strike 
is an outright revolt movement against 
£he corrupt administration of the U. M. 
W\ One need but recall a few incidents 
which make up this recent history of 
rebellion. 

Vot« Stealing and Convention Packing 
At the last elections held in district 1. 
the opposition slate headed by Maloney 
undoubtedly carried the majority vote; 
but to no avail. It was counted" out. At 
the district convention following, this 
opposition again asserted itself but was 
squelched with strong arm methods. 
There is the one incident at the Silver 
Creek colliery near Pottsville in district 
where on Feb. 21 a meeting attended 
by about 3,000 miners unanimously 
went on record to demand equalization of 
work, condemned their officials and de- 
manded a special district convention. 
To tnese incidents can be added the last 
V. M; W, convention at Indianapolis 
where a packed audience steam rolled 
every demand and every grievance of 
the membership. This is, of course, 
nothing new in the history of the United 
Mine Workers under the Lewis regime 
but the constantly accumulating con- 
flicts between the membership interests 
and the reaction of the officialdom is ra- 
pidly approaching a breaking point. 

The outstanding demand of the anth- 
racite rebel movement is the one for 
equalization of work. It particularly 
reflect the needs growing out of the 
acute unemployment conditions but It 
falls short of a program that can fully 
unite the employed with the unemployed. 
The movement itself is by no means a 
Left wing movement. It still harbors 
much confusion. Its leadership is not 
at all ready to break with the corrupt 
traditions of the union bureaucracy let 
aione to endeavor actually to found the 
movement on a class basis. Bu't that only 
demonstrates the need of, and the possi- 
bility for real Left wing permission. 
Mine Strikes Elsewhere 
We said before that strikes are again 
spreading through the coal fields and 
we can add that yet more are in pro- 
spect. The anthracite at this moment is 
merely the most outstanding case. In 
the Hocking Valley soft coal territory 
of Ohio a number of mine tipples have 
been idle since February l3t. Now this 
strike is also taking on bigger propor- 
tions, witih more miners wa-lking out 
in protest against wage cuts. As an in- 
dication of how drastic these cuts were 
one need but cite the example of the 
Hanna coal company announcing a re- 
duction from $4.30 to $3.20 a day. 

In both of these instances, in the an- 
thracite and in the Hocking Valley, the 
coal miners are fighting a determined 
battle. The most splendid militancy is 
displayed on the picket lines. There 
has been no lack of perfidious efforts to 
undermine and to split their ranks. 
That is the job which the operators have 
assigned to their agents in the union 
office swivel chairs. But their other 
weapon is being wielded just as freely. 
In Pennsylvania the state troopers, in 
Ohio the national guard are applying the 
brute force to suppress the revolts. 
Rumblings of New Revolts 
Down, in Eastern Kentucky and parts 
of Tennessee the coal miners have fought 
tenaciously against almost overwhelming 
odds. Yet, when a comparison is made 
the Northern oligarchs have been able to 
maintain themselves on an equal footing 
with the Southern bourbons in stagger- 
ing the odds. These recent Kentucky 
and Tennessee strikes remained entirely 
Isolated and could not hold out when 
the full weight of the brutal enemy 
forces began to bear down upon them. 
These workers are now compelled to 
drift hack again to take up whatever 
work is being handed out on the same 
old starvation conditions, or worse 
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Yet, how. far this is from settling the 
issues becomes very apparent in the 
added rumblings of new revolts. Such 
are coming from Illinois. There the 
coal miners were from their recent op- 
position of the Edmonson rank and Hie 
movement again driven back into the 
folds of the U. M. W. It was a tempor- 
ary setback but not a settling of the 
issues. By April first the Illinois min- 
ers' contract with the operators expires. 
The latter's efforts, to reduee the pre- 
sent wage scale are presented in the 
open, and tn the Southern section it is 
just as openly conceded that the miners 
will resist. Thus there ,may be another 
spontaneous rebellion in the offing hav- 
ing also a double direction. For while 
the thieving office squabbles between 
John L. Lewis, for the International, and 
John II. Walker, for the district, are not 
at all settled it cannot be expected that 
either will sanction a strike. Not even 
one against a wage cut. 

Revolts Localized — Not United 
Ml in all. a look at the mine fields 
at this moment give ample evidence of 
signs of stiffening workers resistance 
but as much proof also of the terrible 
weaknesses: of almost numberless spon- 
taneous rebellions and strikes, localized, 
confused and. while milltantly fought, 
still lacking both perspective and organ- 
ization. This is precisely as true for 
the Kentcky and other sections, under 
the leadership of the Left wing National 
Miners Union, as It is for the U. M. W. 
revolt movements ; and, for that matter, 
also for other independent unions such 
as the West Virginia organization headed 
by Frank Keeney. One characteristic 
nevertheless practically ail of these move- 
ments and strikes have in common, and 
an important characteristic, namely the 
fact that they represent the unanimous 
hut saidly divided efforts of the rank 
and file fo direct their struggle equally 
against the operators and their corrupt 
agents of the U. M. W. bureaucracy. That 
alone should indicate the growing con- 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Due to the extremely difficult con- 
ditions under which the labor move- 
ment is forced to work in Canada 
at present, a delay of reports on 
events there, is inevitable. The arti- 
cle, we publish below, although be- 
lated, is extremely interesting and 
instructive. It should serve to stim- 
ulate a more active solidarity with 
our Canadian fellow -revolutionists 
as well as emulation of their splen- 
did efforts for united working class 
action. — Ed. 

The last maneuver of the Comintern's 
strategy in the "Third Period" was the 
policy of antagonistic struggle against 
both the leadership and membership of 
the social -democratic and reformist la- 
bor movement, because Stalin postulated 
that they were the Left wing of Fasc- 
ism. Logically, therefore, they became 
"social-Fascists". This has now been 
smuggled away, and the latest policy is 
a united front with the workers, but not 
with their organizations or leaders, which 
means their ■united front still remains a 
slogan on paper, the Party still maintain- 
ing its isolation from fhe masses. 

,While the Dally Worker merrily dazes 
itself with denunciations of the Opposi- 
tion, and maintains an absolute silence 
on the Canadian Party and Its illegal- 
ity, it remained to one of the smallest 
and weakest sections of the Comintern, 
the Communist Party of Canada, to es- 
tablish a policy of the United Front in 
reality, of all sections of the labor move- 
ment. It seems destined in the realm of 
the revolutionary political movement 
that the weakest link in the chain is the 
one to break onto new historical ground. 
The series of events leading to the ar- 
rest of the e*ght leaders and to the out- 
lawing of the C. P. in Ontario have»al- 
ready been recounted in The Militant. 
The Canadian Labor Defense League, 



only dispensed with She veil of the party 
but even with that of the apparatus. It 
lias stripped itself bare. It is hard to 
decide upon so dangerous a measure ex- 
cept in the case where nothing else re- 
mains to be done. 

The approaching crisis of the appar- 
atus cannot help giving an impetus to 
the reawakening of the party. Therein 
lies the danger for the Stalin clique. 
This clique manifests the greatest sus- 
picion with regard to everything that 
aims at a reawakening, a revival, a re- 
generation of the party. The reawaken- 
ed proletarian nucleus of the party can- 
not at present And any other direction 
than that leading to the Left Opposi- 
tion. Numerous symptoms are already 
becoming manifest. Pravda was obliged 
to publish several symptomatw facts in 
the pre-Ccnferenee period. 

The essence of the matter is that the 
authority of the Left Opposition grows 
parallel with the decline of the author- 
ity of the Stalinist clique. Despite the 
faet that Stalinism holds the masses in 
check, they do not nevertheless stop 
thinking. The fundamental facts in the 
struggle of the Left Opposition against 
the Stalinist bureaucracy remain fresh 
in everyone's memory. The apparatus 
at least knows and recalls the documents 
and the facts. It is precisely because it 
is well informed that the apparatus is 
disintegrating. It sees that Stalin has 
taken an organically incorrect path in 
all the major questions. Stalin's policy 
in ths German question could only de- 
liver the fatal blow to whatever was 
left of his authority. Stalin supported 
the participation of the Communists in 
the Fascist Referendum and was the 
author of the capftulationist formula 
"first the Fascists— then we". 

In his pamphlet What Next? (Vital 
Questions for the German Working 
Class) comrade Trotsky wrote several 
weeks ago: "At She last conference o£ 
the Party, that is, at the conference of 
the Stalinist apparatus "Trotskyism", 
three or four times before that crushed 
and buried, was declared the 'vanguard 
of the bourgeois counter-revolution'. This 
I hardly intelligent and politically alto- 
hich had charge of the defense of the'^her terrifying decision lifts the cur- 
L tain on several plans of an entirely prac- 

tical order adopted by Stalin in the field 
of personal despotism. It is not for 



The decree depriving comrade Trotsky 
and three members of his family of Sov- 
iet citizenship rights and condemning 
them to perpetual exile, is not only an 
act of vengeance, it is also an act of 
impotence. 

That Stalin was preparing such an 
act for some time, has been clear ever 
since last fall. His notorious letter to 
the editorial board of the magazine Pro- 
letarian Revolution served no other pur- 
pose than that of preparing a new wave 
of reprisals. The exceptional law against 
comrade Trotsky is only the practical 
fruit of the "theoretical" campaign. 

What are the causes that drove Stalin 
to take such a step? They must have 
been very serious ones, for the entire 
disadvantage of raising a new campaign 
against "Trotskyism" is quite evident. 

The principal cause is the fact that 
Stalin's position has been greatly under- 
mined. To the bourgeois papers it ap- 
pears that the last conference of the 
Russian party was the apogee of Stalin- 
ist strength. In reality, the conference 
bore the character of a masquerade de- 
signed to dissimulate the weakness of 
Stalin's position. What do these oaths 
of personal loyalty to Stalin, which have 
of late become obligatory, actually sign- 
ify? They signify that Stalin and his 
limited clique no longer can count, not 
only on the party — which, they have 
strangled — but even on the apparatus. 
Whoever speaks today simply of the Cen- 
tral Committee — is thereby regarded as a 
concealed Oppositionist by Stalin. Only 
those who speak of bhe "Central Com- 
mittee nnder the leadership of Stalin" 
are safe. This formula signifies that if 
the Central Committee breaks with 
Stalin, the undersigned, who subscribes 
to this formula, pledges himself to be 
for Stalin and against the Central Com- 
mittee. Precisely in the same manner, 
at the conference of the Moscow organi- 
zation, the oath was prepared for the 
Moscow Commitee "with Kaganoviteh at 
its head". The personal regime has not 
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eight, sent a call to the usual Tarty or- 
ganizations for the forming of a defense 
movement, known as the Workers' 
Rights and Anti -Deportation Bill; but 
the Party leaders were soon forced to ac- 
knowledge that thfir own auxiliaries did 
not contain the masses, and the confer- 
ence began to crumble. This meant 
that the eight would be railroaded to 
jail, the Party illegalized and decapitat- 
ed, and no agitation carried on amongst 
the working class against the encroach- 
ment by the forces of reaction on the 
labor movement. To inaugurate such 
a movement meant taking the initiative 
and going Into the A. F. of D„ the A. C. 
C. L.. and every body of workers, upon 
a focal issue which affected the rights 
of the whole working class, in this case 
the diabolical piece of legislation known 
as Section 98 of the Criminal Code of 
Canada (which contains- clauses making 
it criminal for a human being to make 
use of his facilities) and under which the 
Communists were the first victims. 
The Turn In Policy 
As with the human organism, so with 
the political organism, to function heal- 
thily requires the shedding of the accre- 
tion of dead tissues, and re-inv igoratlon 
with new body-building material. A 
united front meant breaking through the 
crust of Stalinism and adopting tihe 
methods of Leninism. The turn in pol- 
icy came with the changing of the name 
of the Conference, to the Conference for 
the Repeal of Section 98, and the send- 
ing of resolutions throughout the coun- 
try to various bodies asking their endose- 
ment for repeal of this Act and release 
of the eight Communists. 876 units and 
locals, of the A. F. of L., and other un- 
ions, and miscellaneous organizations, 
with a membership of 171,315 have ad- 
(Continued on page 3) 



nothing that Lenin issued a warning 
(Continued on page 3) 
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AMERICA'S ATTEMPTS TO GET 
OUT OF THE CRISIS 

Lecture by 
AL GLOTZER 

of the Communist League of America 
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The capitalist solution : wage cuts, 
speed-up, mass lay-offs, war. 

The Communist solution : the abolition 
of capitalism, the erection of a classless 
society; as steps leading to this: the six 
hour day — five day week with no reduc- 
tion in pay, unemployment insurance ; 
long term large scale credits to the Sov- 
iet Union. 
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The stormy and more or less spontane- 
ous opposition of the representatives in 
congress of the petty bourgeoisie to ^he 
new revenue bill has found a loud echo 
in the country at large. The House line- 
up on the revenue bill reveals a pretty 
thorough-going disruption of the old 
party lines. Democrats and Republicans 
of the middle class type joined hands in 
fighting against a big bourgeoisie coali- 
tion of these same parties, whose chief 
objective at the present is to put over 
a tax measure — a direct sales tax rang- 
ing from 2.25 to 5 percent — to balance 
the budget at the expense of the lower 
and middle classes. The official mach- 
ines of both traditional bourgeois parties 
united in a defense of the money bags 
and revealed the absolute uselesscess of 
maintaining their separation. Both 
showed that they represent one and the 
same class — the big bourgeoisie. The 
dispute on the sales tax crystallized a 
not unexpected and fairly deep rift in 
the political make-up of present day cap- 
italist America. 

The increasing difficulties of balancing 
tiie government budget, due to the rapid 
decline of foreign and domestic trade 
brought about by the prolonged world 
crisis, was bound to pose the problem 
sharply: at whose expense? The official 
party machines, after shedding a tear 
over the "financial' principles" they had 
to drop, very quiekly came to au agree- 
ment not to disturb big business with 
this problem, since, they argued, that 
would only cripple its investment power 
and thereby prolong the crisis. They 
thereupon came forward with an innova- 
tion in American methods of taxation : 
the sales tax. The whole burden of mak- 
ing up for the budget deficit was in 
this manner to be shifted to the smaller 
business men, and indirectly to the 'con- 
sumer as such. It could not help rous- 
ing the already impoverished petty bour 
geols to action. 

In congress Itself, the perturbance of 
the small business men opened up great 
possibilities for the demagogy of such 
notorious tribunes of the people as re- 
presentative La Guardia, who rallied an 
opposition of Democrats and Republicans 
against the machine coalition in a sortie 
on the revenue bill. Tiie La Guardia 
opposition has already achieved several 
parliamentary successes. It has managed 
to muster a majority for two measures 
to counter the sales tax proposal, pass- 
ing on a surtax for incomes of over 
$500,000 ranging up to (>5 per cent on 
Friday, March 18 and on an increase in 
the estate tax up .to a iniximuni of 45 
per cent, applicable to net estates of 
more than $10,000,000 on Tuesday last. 
In addition, the opposition has defeated 
a measure relieving corporations paying 
taxes to foreign governments of regular 
taxation. La Guardia is talking radi- 
cal, speaking of "conscripting wealth", 
etc. The parliamentary movement has 
in addition, received wide -spread sup- 
port from a great number of petty bour- 
geois organizations, which, according to 
one paper, inclii'de some 50,000,0000 peo- 
ple. 

To get a picture of the petty bourgeois 
character of this movement, here are a 
few of the organizations that have rallied 
behind the congress opposition ; The 
Farm. Bureau Federation, the National 
Grange and Farmers' Educational and 
Co-operative Union, the National Con- 
sumers' League, the National Association 
of Retail Grocers and other retailers' 
organizations, ; the American Federation 
of Labor, the Railroad Brotherhoods ; 



WHAT NEXT? -- by Leon Trotsky 



The following is the introduction to comrade 
Trotsky's new work on Germany. The First 
chapter* will appear in the militant next week. 
—Ed. 

Capitalism in Russia proved to be the weakest link 
in the chain of imperialism, because of its extreme 
backwardness. In the present crisis, German capital- 
ism reveals itself as the weakest link for the diame- 
trically opposite reason: precisely because it is the 
most advanced capitalist syatem, conditioned in its 
development by the insolvable European dilemma. As 
the productive forces of Germany become geared more 
and more highly, the more dynamic power they ga- 
ther, the more they are strangled within the state sys- 
tem of Europe — a system that is akin to the "system" 
of cages within an impoverished provincial zoo. At 
every turn in the conjuncture of events German capi- 
talism is thrown up against those problems which it 



had attempted to solve by means of war. Acting 
through the Hohenzoliern government, the German 
bourgeoisie girded itself to "organize Europe". Act- 
ing through the regime of Bruening-Curtius it attempt- 
ed ... to form a customs union with Austria. It is 
to such a pathetic level that its problems, potential- 
ities and perspectives- have been reduced! But even 

the customs union was not to be attained. As the , 
-. i_» i_ * ■ .i .1 t* ing: more than a ruse, that in actuality. 

witch's house in fairy tales, so the entire European .,,;.„ „„ „ , _ .„, 

...... . _ . . . " ! it was a matter of a general mobiliza- 

tion of the Fascist forces for decisive 
and independent action. Severing, who 
carried out these raids, knew this very 
well. He knew that he could not count 
on any support for his measure from the 
federal government. And he did not get 
any. The bourgeoisie values Its Fascist 

whip too dearly to really mean to impair 



the People's Lobby headed by Professor 
jolm Dewey, etc. The scope of this 
movement is not to oe 'underestimated, 
it signifies the first large scale attempt 
to give a political form in the America 
(if the present epoch, to the differentia- 
tion within the ranks of the bourgeoisie. 
As was to be expected, the American re- 
formists, the A. F. of L., find a promin- 
ent place in this movement of the Left 
wing of the bourgeois class. La Guardia, 
by the way, in his statements replying 
to his big bourgeois opponents, such as 
the Democratic House leader, leaves the 
door wide open for the participation of 
the labor misleaders through a flirtation 
with some social reforms. 

It is an old axiom for Marxist revolu- 
tionaries, that the petty bourgeoisie can- 
not lead an independent political life. 
It can go only with the big bourgeoisie 
or with tke proletariat — the two chief 
contenders for power under the present 
system of society. 'Where La Guardia 
and the other leaders of the current 
movement intend to go is indicated by 
the former's answer to Rainey's — the 
"Democratic" House leader's ■ — charge 
that the actions of the House opposition 
are a move in the direction of Commun- 
ism, La Guardia replied that It is pre- 
cisely in order to serve as a bulwark 
against Communism that the House op- 
position is carrying on its policy. There 
is no doubt that within a relatively 
short time, this ' :revolt" too will be har- 
nessed to the cart of capitalism as a 
whole. With the prolongation of the 
crisis, the growing misery of the work- 
ers and the impoverishment of the mid- 
dle classes, it is not excluded that the 
bou'rgeois regime will seek a new sup- 
port for itself in a popular movement of 
petty bourgeois reform such as this. 
The events around the revenue bill will 
serve to raise false hopes in the petty 
oburgeoisie for a way out of Its plight. 
The fading away of these hopes may 
well give way to despair and political 
reaction in the form of an American type 
of Fascist movement. In the meantime, 
the road is open for activities of a large 
scope on the part of the petty' bourge- 
ois demagogues. Their political trans- 
formation, the crystallization of these 
demagogues into distinct political types 
is bound to follow in short order. 

For the Communists, this differentia- 
tion within the ranks of the bourgeoisie, 
represents a perspective for rapid 
growth, provided a correct policy is pur- 
sued. The half -measures of the petty- 
bourgeoisie and the reformists, once they 
are carried out, are bound to show up 
all their weakness, all their hopeless- 
ness, with especial clarity. It is in 
practice that the masses learn most 
quickly. By a clear and iutransigeant 
propagation of tiie working class issue 
out of the capitalist dilemma, by a cor- 
rect utilization o£ the conflicts bound to 
develop in the future within the enemy 
camp, by pressing the demagogues to the 
wail, by forcing them to take a definite 
position, the Communists will be able to 
consolidate the more decisive sections 
of the masses and in the first place, the 
increasing sections of class conscious 
workers' around their banner. To ham- 
mer out such a policy of revolutionary 
advance, to prepare the American mass- 
es for revolutionary action, it is, how- 
ever, necessary to clear away all the 
eclectic confusionism of Stalinist theory 
and to bring the Communist movement 
back to the path of Marxism-Leninism. 

— S. G. 



The Raids on Hitler's Nazis 



in rrussia 



As could be foreseen, the outcome of 
the presidential elections in Germany 
was attended by a feverish mustering of 
forces on part of the Fascists. The al- 
leged purpose of the Hitlerite maneuvers 
is, of course, the protection of the peo- 
ple from "red savagery". In reality, 
Hitler and his hordes are arming not 
only to crush the Communist vanguard, 
but to seize the power and to subjugate 
the working class organizations as a 
whole. 

The movements of the Nazis were 
brought to light by raids made on their 
Prussian local groups upon the initia- 
tive of the social democratic Minister 
of the Interior In the Prussian govern- 
ment, Kari Severing. Documents, out- 
lining the line of action to be taken, by 
the Fascist locals, were seized tn these 
raids. Their plan of action was con- 
ceived under the form of auxiliary troops 
aiding the police against Communist up- 
risings. Anyone familiar with the sit- 
uation knows that this "plan" is noth- 



system has for its foundation a pair of hen's legs. The 
great and salutary hegemony of France is in danger 
of toppling over, should a few million Austrians unite 
with Germany. 

For Europe, in general, and primarily for Germany 
no advance is. possible along the capitalist road. The 
temporary resolution of the present crisis to be 
achieved by the automatic interplay of the forces of 
capitalism itself — on the bones of the workers — would 
(Continued on page 4) 



it. 

In this light, Severlng's move was 
nothing mora than an Impotent gesture 



intended to soot lie the disturbance 
.within the ranks of the social democratic 
following. That is about all the "iron 
front" of the reformists amounts to. The 
social democracy, through Severing, once 
again revealed itself as the prostrate 
and senile Left wing of the bourgeoisie, 
capable only of leading the workers to 
the slaughter. 

A working class movement, united 
against Fascism and prepared for strug- 
gle, would not have tolerated such a 
treacherous and deceptive .maneuver as 
Severing's. Within a u'nited front move- 
ment, in which the Communists are at 
their posts, in which the revolutionary 
party represents the driving force ot the 
proletariat in action, such a gesture 
would not be tolerated. It would be ex- 
posed on the spot before the eyes of all. 
It would form a step in the consolida- 
tion of revolutionary influence within 
the working class, that is, In the pre- 
paration of the proletariat for a decisive 
content for power with the class enemy. 

This is the crime of the Stalinist lead- 
ership of the German Coramu'nist Party 
—that it allows the social democrats to 
retain their positions within the work- 
ing class at a time like the present. The 
Stalinists propound the idea that the 
Fascists cannot be defeated if the social 
democrats are not defeated first. This 
is quite true. But It is precisely the 
other Stalinist idea, which makes Fasc- 
ists out of the social democrats ("soc- 
ial Fascists") and confuses the Issue 
for the workers, that prevents the Com- 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Statement of Gerry Allard 

Oppositionist Answers Stalinist Slanders 



It is evident that the Htaliniles in 
their campaign against the members of 
the Left Opposition, know no limit in 
their light to perpetrate their erroneous 
policies. Neither are they familiar with 
the most elementary line of ethics con- 
forming with the principle!* of a revolu- 
tionist. The recent charges against me, 
alleging that I testified in the courts of 
the capitalist elans against active light- 
ers of the class struggle are erode fab- 
rications that cannot >tand (he least 
speck of substantiation. 

Needless to say, the charges are of 
the most serious kind. For a lighter in 
the class war to be charged with oi>en 
conspiracy with the enemies of the 
working class in attempting to frame up 
militant workers and send them to pri- 
son, is by far the most contemptible be- 
trayal for which there can never be any 
pardon. Agent provocateur Leopold of 
the Canadian Royal Mounted*! Police is 
one specie of a scoundrel that will be 
jotted down in the memorandum book 
of the revolutionary working class. I 
hurl back in the teeth of the Gebers and 
'fashes that the allegations are so rotten 
and lying that it. must contaminate the 
very tongue that irresponsibly frothed 
these contemptible charges. 

Differences with the Party 
Seven workera, members of the Com- 
munist Party, have been jailed, indicted 
and released on bond pending trial, sim- 
ply because they were active in the ffght 
for the advancement of the interest of 
the Illinois coal miners. They propagat- 
ed militantly, the idea that the National 
Miners Union was the only capable or- 
ganization that could successfully lead 
the miners in the struggle against the 
operators. They a pi waled to the miners 
to spread their wild eat strike and io 
transform it into a national struggle. 
For these reasons, along with the gen- 
eral pro -am of the Party, they are to be 
imprisoned for long years, unless the 
masses of coal miners and the entire 
American labor movement come to their 
defense. The attack against these seven 
Communist workers is a direct attack 
against the Illinois coal miners and the 
American labor movement. In the 
course of the Illinois miners' light, es- 
pecially during the "Rank and File" 
.movement in Illinois, I differed very 
seriously with their policies. I followed 
the general linee of the L. O. in the St. 
Louis convention where tiie Left. Opposi- 
tion played a prominent part. The con- 
vention rejected the policies of the Left 
Opposition ; nevertheless, we were still 
a part of that movement, and throughout 
the whole movement we have in a min- 
ority position. The pressure of the Left 
wing forces made the rank and file move- 
ment split from both branches of the 
reactionary minors union. The Party 
pursued an erroneous policy of sectarian- 
ism, trailing behind the whole move- 
ment. It was my firm opinion in accept- 
ing a minority position in this mass 
movement that events would confirm the 
correctness of Communist leadership 
The party refused this line. It branded 
every one- officially connected with the 
rank and file movement as fakers. The 
rank and tilers were men fresh from 
the picks. Even if we knew that the 
rank and file leadership would eventu- 
ally mislead the miners .movement, due 
to their short sightedness am) lack of 
understanding the laws of the class 
struggle; it is not enough just to sit 



me. A secretary was imported to han- 
dle the whole situation. No one ever 
beard of him. He immediately began to 
take charge with my whole heared co- 
oiH'ration. It. was not, a week later he 
had run away with pennies of the unem- 
ployed workers of Hloomington and had 
stolen a check from the boss that I was 
working for. I had been in the Party 
for H years and there had never been a 
speck of irregularities along technical 
lines, imt yet the great ''leaders" im- 
port an agent that virtually ruins months 
of tedious work to organize a district 
that had never known Communist organi- 
zation before. 

These are a few of the detail matters 
that have caused the Party to be sharp- 
ly anfagonisiic towards me. These 
things along with the fact that I am 
an applicant for membership in the C. 
L. A. (Opposition). 

lily recent activities in the miners' 
convention at Indianapolis and Spring- 
lield have also come under the criticisms 
of the Party. In this manner, I have 
been in contact with scores of miners 
and naturally correctness of policy gains 
sympathy in due time. The Party there- 
fore has planned a campaign to annihil- 
ate me. They plan to frame up charges 
whereby they can force tne League to 
bring pressure down on me. Anything 
to discredit Allard will be alright, as 
long as they get him out of the wij. 
These are the only reasons that I can 
find for the inventions that, they are con- 
tinuously fabricating about my personal, 
conduct as well as political activities.. 
They have ceased to make it a political 
struggle by indulging in the personal 
character of their dissenters. 

April the 1st a mass protest meeting 
has been called by sympathizers and op- 
ponents of the criminal syndicalist laws. 
I have been asked to speak and to pos- 
sibly act as chairman of this meeting. I 
unhesitatingly accepted the offer as in 
line with every revolutionary's duty. 
This meeting will proclaim to the en- 
emies of the miners that we intend to 
break the terror that is taking place in 
Franklin County and the right for work- 
ers to assemble and hold speeches. 
—GERRY ALLAUD. 
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Pocket Boole Workers 
Prepare for Strike 

It is nine months snice the S. P. fak- 
ers in the poeketbook Workers Union 
put over their treacherous agreement, in 
spite of the fact that the workers voted 
against it. The Right wing misleaders 
gave away ail union conditions — ■ more 
than the employers demanded, and with- 
ou fight. As a result, the union remains 
today in the most deplorable condition 
three months before the agreement ex- 
pires. 

After this rotten agreement was sign- 
ed, a rank and tile movement sprang up 
under the leadership of the T. II. U. L., 
as the workers revolted and ousted the 
administration before their term expired. 
Kew elections took place which left the 
administration badly divided. The rebel 
Left wingers won 14 delegates to the 
Joint Board, the Right wing elected 10. 
The rank and file committee elected two 
of the three business agents, but the 
Rights elected a manager, secretary -trea- 
surer, two organizers, and one business 
agent, which gave them a small majority 
over the rebels. Members were wondering 
how this divided administration would 
work. They know that more than half 
of the administration in control now 
are the old guard of the Wolinsky, Ship- 
lakoff gang which were forced out of 
office a few years ago. They are eor- 
upfed and discredited by the member- 
ship. How can these two groups work 
together? Especially when the union 
faces such serious problems as making 
the employers live up to the agreement 
of last June; restoring order and dis- 
cipline in the union shops ; solving the 
problem of the shops moving out of 
town ; the growth of scab shops ; and 
above all : preparing and mobilizing the 
workers for a struggle when the agree- 
ment expires; and the winning back of 
the lost conditions which the last admin- 
istration gave to the employers, with- 
out a fight. 

At the same time the unemployment 
situation increases daily In great num- 
bers as a result of which we have today 
out of 4.500 members, 2,500 unemployed 



'I told you so!" My un- 



common ist 
tin? masses 



back and say, 
derstanding of the correct 
position is to remain with 
and shorn them HOW. 

In the unemployment movement start- 
ing even before the state hunger march, 
I was active in the work of the unem- 
ployed workers. I was elected sit a 
united front conference a member of the 
state committee. By chance it developed 
that symi>.it htzers of the Left Opposition 
had a majority on the committee. The 
Party, failing to control the movement 
they had started, began very neatly to 
sabotage. Later on. in Hloomington, 
Illinois, I again was elected by the nil- 
employed workers there on the commit- 
tee. Some of the Party organizers began 
to cooperate and as a result HLOOMING- 
TON WAS THE ONLY TOWN IN THE 
WHOLE HUNGER MAHCII THAT RE- 
SPONDED WITH A MASS RECEPTION 
FOR THE HUNGER ARMY. If devel- 
oped into one of the best down state 
units of the whole Illinois unemployment 
movement. This was not enough, Che 
Party began to start the attack against 
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New York Clssses 

The first three lectures of comrade 
Sbachtman's series in the History of the 
Communist International have proved so 
successful that if the present successive 
increase in attendance continues. It 
will lip i cessary to take a larger hall. 
The attendance now is over fifty. 

The fourth lecture, to be held on Wed- 
nesday, March SOth, will deal with "The 
Struggle for the Conquest of the Mass- 
es"— the Third Congress of the Comin- 
tern in 1021. Workers attending this 
lecture would do well to prepare for it 
by reading comrade Trotsky's Strategy 
of She World Revolution advertised else- 
where in The Militant. 



«The Miltant* Needs YOUR Help Now! 



SWABECK'S CLASS IN MARXISM 

The class taught by comrade Swabeck 
in Marxism continues its instructive ap- 
plication of the teachings of Marx and 
Engols to the fundamental problems of 
the revolutionary movement of today. 
The class meets regularly every Thurs- 
day evening at. 8 p. m. in our headquar- 
ters at 84 East 10th St. 

The class is still open. The remain- 
ing sessions can be taken by registering 
at once. 



With this issue of The Militant the 
subscription drive will be one third 
over. If. is a logical time to review what 
has already been accomplished and say 
what remains to lift done. 

The standing of new and renewed sub- 
scriptions, and new bundle orde is as 
follows: New York — 12: Minneapolis — 2; 
hicago — I : St. Louis — 1 ; M iscal Ian eons— 
11; New bundle orders! — Chicago — 2, 
Newark — 1. 

This is a small increase over last 
week's report. 

Thus far the drive can be characterized 
by the contradiction between the tech- 
nique of the drive which has been theo- 
reticallv worked out and its results. We 
are aware of the low level of the labor 
movement, generally, of the Communist, 
movement, too, and the enormous impov- 
erishment of workers, but we are equally 
aware of the inducements offered sub- 
scribers and the absolute necessity for 
increasing the circulation of The Mili- 
tant. 

We must put T1»e Militant on a sound- 
er financial basis. First of ail we must 
Increase its circulation and thereby its 
political nifiuence. We must get new 
subscriptions. We -must stress and 
stress again that comrade Trotsky's writ- 
ings appear in it; that with each new 
subscription .or renewal, the subscriber, 
especially the new subscriber, may add 
to his library one of the earlier works 
of comrade Trotsky, viz.: with each $2.00 
subscription or renewal, for one year of 
fifty-two issues, a free paper bound copy 
of The Permanent Revolt! ion, or a free 
one year subscription to Young Spar- 
tacus; with each $1.00 subscription or 
renewal for a half year of twenty-sis is- 
sues, a free copy of the Strategy of the 
World Revolution; with each 50c trial 
subscription of thirteen issues a free 
copy of any of our 10c pamphlets. These 
premiums apply, only during the period 
of the drive which ends on June 1st. 

During the period of the drive only we 
also offer a special subscription rate of 
25c for eight issues. (There are no lit- 
erature premiums with these subscrip- 
tions. This offer should be a very great 
inducement to subscription getters. Sure- 
ly almost any class-conscious worker who 
is not totally unemployed can afford 25c 
for a two months' subscription. This of- 
fer should result immediately in a large 
increase in subscriptions. 

In addition to getting new subscrip- 
tions we must renew expired and expir- 
ing subscriptions or each new subscrip- 
tion will be balanced by an expiring one 
in which case we will have a financial 
credit and political debit. 

It is also absolutely necessary for us 
to increase the news stand and book 
store sale. Stands which will carry The 
Militant must be shown their advantage ; 
the paper appears regularly; their profit 
is 2c per copy ; for unsold dcopies they 
receive full credit by simply clipping 
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MINNEAPOLIS WORKERS 
OPEN FORUM 

Every Sunday at 3 P. M. 
1530 East Franklin (at Blooming ton) 

SUBJECT FOR April 3rd 

"RESULTS OF THE MINNESOTA 

FARMER LABOR CONVENTION" 

Lecture by V. R. Dunne 

Admission Free Everybody Welcome 

QUESTIONS and DISCUSSION 

Auspices : Communist League of America 

(Opposition) Minneapolis Branch 



the date line of each unsold copy and 
mailing it in. 

We must also organize free mass dis- 
tribution wherever workers gather or 
can be reached, of "sample copies" of 
back numbers furnished free by the na- 
tional office. Each copy 'is stamped sam- 
ple copy. This indicates to the reader 
that subsequent copies are to be paid 
for. Thesee free mass distribuions must 
be followed up by sales of current Is- 
sues. Any comrade may order a number 
of such sample copies for distribution. 
Each order should specify the number 
and, the orders should be limited to what 
can actually be distributed. The order 
should also specify for what, group or 
meeting the distribution is intended so 
we can ship appropriate issues and ship 
them in time. 

Finally we must build in every city 
where we have strength or influence a 
staff of Militant builders. They must 
work on the idea that one of their spe- 
cial tasks is to continually bring in sub- 
scription, renewals and bundle orders; 
not as an occasional duty but as a steady 
consistent task. The staff and record 
thus far is as follows : L. Basky— 1 ; R. 
Sacharow — 1. 

We believe that if all of the points in 
these notes are taken into account and 
acted upon with the necessary energy 
and speed we can successfully build the 
circulation of The Militant to a much 
higher figure than it enjoys now. 



The first score in the drive between 
the rival teams of the Minneapolis branch 
for Militant subscriptions and renewals 
was made by comrade Curran who non- 
chalantly strolled right into the rival 
camp and got a sub from one of its mem- 
bers, IXinne by name. The latter clan 
swears vengeance and from all indica- 
tions will yet make a showing in the 
contest. The Curran clan has the advan- 
tage of some heavy hitters in the shape 
of Hedlund. Coover and others. This 
does not in any way imply that the 
Dunne team has no persistent pluggers. 
It merely says the proof is in the pud- 
ding, which, we know, is in the eating. 

An interesting feature of the entire 
contest is the wager .made between the 
teams. The losing team agrees to make 
a banquet for the benefit of The Militant 
at which the winning team will be the 
guests of honor. Every member is on 
his pins for action. 

The weekly standing of the teams will 
be registered in the organizational col- 
umns of The Militant. So watch the 
Militant for results! 



« Soviet's Challenge- at the 
Acme Theatre 

The Acme Theatre, 14th Street and 
Union Square, is now presenting the 
Soviet film. "Soviet Challenge", an ex- 
traordinary and exclusive showing of a 
picture not seen here before. The pic- 
ture Is based on "The !>rh Year " and 
was produced in the U. S. S. R. by Pro- 
letkino. The film shows the progress 
and achievements in the Soviet Union. 

On tie same program the Acme Thea- 
tre will present an added feature, "Songs 
of The Cossacks" This is the firat 
time this singing picture of the Cossacks 
has been shown here. 

A special feature of "Soviet's Chal- 
lenge" shows Trotsky at work. 



workers. The rest are working only 
part time. The employers took and ar< 
taking advantage of this situation. They 
do not live up even to the rotten agree- 
ment they signed. They reduce wages 
constantly. They have introduced the 
speed-up system. Workei"s are abused 
and insulted by their bosses and fore- 
men, when they do work a day or two 
a week. Inside manufacturers give their 
work to contractors in non-union shops 
and let their workers starve, which is 
against the agreement they signed. This 
is the condition under which tjie pocket- 
book wdrkers slave today. 

How is it possible that the employers 
could get away and not live up to the 
agreement at a time when there is an 
"impartial" machinery in the indudsryV 
First, there is the reorganization clause 
we have had since the last agreement, 
which was forced on the workers by the 
betrayers. This clause is a club in the 
hands of the employers, over the heads 
of the workers. Under this reorgani- 
zation clause the employers have a 
right to discharge ten per cent of the 
workers during the year, which means 
five per cent every six months. The em- 
ployers used this clause as a whip over 
the workers. It. was possible for the 
employers to speed up the workers, be- 
cause each worker feared that he would 
be the one to be discharged when reor- 
ganization came around, after the season 
was over. The employers used another 
scheme. A' few days before reorganiza- 
tion took place, they called tile workers 
into their office and lold them if they 
would take a reduction in wages, they 
would not be sent away. The workers 
knowing that there are over 2,ri00 work- 
ers unemployed and that they can't get 
another job, accepted reductions in 
wages which amounted to 10, 20 and 30 
percent. 

Second ; the present administration 
which is known to the workers as the 
"Fraternal Club" gang, gave the employ- 
ers a free hand and collaborated with 
them to bring down wages and under- 
mine the conditions of the workers. 

After the employers reduced the wages 
of the workers, they called the union to 
a conference and demanded another re- 
duction in wages of If) peroeut. The ad- 
ministration was willing to give a 10 
percent reduction of wages providing 
the employers renewed the agreement ex- 
piring in June for another year. When 
the manager reported this offer to a 
general membership meeting, the work- 
ers rejected it. It was decided not to 
renew the agreement so long as there 
is the reorganization clause in if, but 
that the union should prepare and 
mobilize the workers for a struggle, when 
the agreement expires. A few weeks 
later the administration called another 
membership meeting. At tiiis meeting 
the "Fraternal Club' administration ter- 
rorized the membership and maneuvered 
to reconsider the decision of the pre- 
vious meeting. After a lengthy and heated 
discussion, the "Fraternal Club" gang 
forced a reconsideration of the decision 
of the previous meeting. They were 
victorious once more. All they need is 
more such victories and the members 
will do with them what hey have done 
with the last administration. When the 
administration won their victory this 
gave them the power to negotiate a new 
agreement on the basis of a 10 percent 
cut in wages including the clause of re- 
organization which the membership so 
bitterly opposed at the first meeting. 

Then our mi.ileaaers at the next con- 
ference with the Industrial council pro- 
posed to the employers a 10 per cent re- 
duction in wages provided the manu- 
facturers, in turn, prolong (he agree 
ment for another year. The bosses 
politely rejected the offer. They know 
they can get from the "Fraternal Club" 
administration 30 per cent in June. This 
shows how the employers used our prac- 
tical leaders in an effort to help them 
destroy the union. 

Now when the Right wing leadership 
have exposed themselves as working 
hand in hand with the hosses, the rank 
and file Committee have a great op- 
portunity to win over the majority of the 
workers providing they pursue a correct 
and clear policy. The numerous blun- 
ders of the party and the T. U. U. L. 
must be avoided by the rank and tile 
committee in the Poeketbook Workers 
Union. 

In June our agreement expires. The 
bosses, as it looks, have decided to de- 
stroy our organization which took so 
many years of bitter struggle to build. 
At this moment the rank and tile com- 
mittee have a great task to perform. 
There are only ten weeks left till June. 
The rank and file committee must carry 
on agitation and education and prepare 
the workers for a militant struggle and 
for the following demands; 

(1) A 40 hour, five day week which 
is necessary in order to relieve the un- 
employment situation and bring jobs to 
an additional few hundred workers. 

(2) Unemployment Insurance must 
be revised and should be paid by the 
manfacturers only. At present the work- 
ers pay from their meagre earnings their 
part of the fund. The only one who 
benefits by the unemployment fund is 
the faker. Dr. Hendin, who was re- 
warded by the misleaders for last year's 
"good" settlement. He is still getting 
his $75 a week while the .unemployed 
workers are starving. 

(3) The rank and file committee will 
have to see to it that militant picketing 
should take place in order to stop all 
the scab ships during the first few days 
of the strike. 

(4) This strike will have to be con- 
ducted in a militant fashion not only 
against the employers but also against 
the misleaders who are agents of the 
bosses. 

-N. DAVIS. 
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Farmer-Laborites in Minn 



MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 

A new page in Farmer-Labor history 
has been written. Anderson, the Farmer- 
Labor mayor of .Minneapolis has come 
out wilh a new proposal on unemploy- 
ment. Coming so soon after the forcible 
breaking up of the February 4th Unem- 
ployment Mass meeting on Bridge So.., 
in which six workers were arrested and 
convicted of "disorderly conduct", the 
solution offered by the mayor should not 
be surprising Io the workers of this city. 
In a press statement to the Minneapolis 
Journal of March Tth. Mayor Anderson 
proposes to alleviate the depression and 
cut down the expenses of local admin- 
istration by conscripting workers now 
receiving charity to do city work such as 
clearing snow, road repair, etc., for noth- 
ing, that is, in return for groceries. 
This, he claims, would in some measure 
repay rhe city for the charity they now 
dispense. 

In examining this proposal, we see that 
', this is nothing more than an attack on 
the present public works wage scale, and 
is a measure which the Chamber of 
Com me ret' and the organized bosses 
eapolis should draw some political con- 
clusions from this step taken by the 
Farmer-La I lorile, and examine more 
closely its connection with the general 
program of the open-shoppers of this 
city. The radical pre-election speeches, 
the lengthy promises to alleviate the lot 
of Ihe workers, have lost some of their 
appeal in the light of the actual deeds 
of the F. L. P. administration. The 
workers of Minneapolis are looking nib re 
and more cynically u|>on a state and city 
machinery which lias consistently acted 
in collusion with the Chamber of Com- 
merce. Its role as a democratic cloak 
for vicious attacks of the bosses has 
become clear to all thinking workers. 

This situation is exceptionally favor- 
able for the Communists. Workers are 
uow beginning to understand the cor- 
rectness of Communist candidates op- 
IH)sing the reformists, and no longer re- 
proach us for "splitting the labor vote". 
The workers of Minnesota have no In- 
terest in the capitalist parties including 
the Fa rmer -Labor Parly. The coming 
elections will show more clearly than 
ever the growing strength and appeal of 



Communism for 
this state. 



the mass of workers in 
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Left Opposition Activitie 
in the Middle West 



The three days of comrade Glotzer's 
stay iu Minneapolis were crammed full 
of events fruitful for the Left Opposi- 
tion. The central propaganda meeting 
was the debate with A. C. Townley of 
Nonpartisan League fame. Heralded as 
a lire-eating champion of economic and 
political reforms, the audience of lliO 
who gathered at the Labor Lyceum were 
surprised and amused to hear this ex- 
ponent of rural radicalism relate a, ser- 
ies of stories and anecdotes: entertain- 
ing in themselves, hut having little to do 
with the subject at hand: "The Cause 
and (lure of the Present Economic 
Crisis." K is needless to say that 
Towiifey's series of parables on capital- 
ism and numerous thrusts at the Hoover 
administration could not stand up against 
comrade (Mother's elear-ent Marxian an- 
alysis of capitalist, crises and the pre- 
scription of tiie proletarian revolution as 
the solution. Following the meeting a 
quantity of literature was sold. 

A crowd of about the same size heard 
comrade (ilofsier iu the afternoon at the 
Communist. League headquarters on 
"Where is Europe doing?" Here a more 
serious tone prevailed since the speaker 
dealt with the burning political world 
problems of the day. Both these meet- 
ings were marked by intelligent questions 
and enthusiastic discussion. Parly mem- 
bers were present, and registered their 
disappointment iu finding no counter- 
revolutionary content to the meetings by 
a "dignified." silence. Walter Frank, 
however, did come forward with his own 
peculiar brand of die theory of social- 
ism in one country that classes could be 
abolished in Russia alone whici] forced 
the speaker to publicly set him right. A 
number of "Germany" pamphlets were 
sold at this meeting. 

A third public meeting was held with 
about 1W) University of Minnesota stu- 
dents at Burton Hall who attentively 
received comrade Trotsky's views on the 
■ present world situaion. In this case, 
however, the University authorities dis- 
criminated against the sale of Left Op- 
position literature. A campus .detective 
shoved his way through the crowd of 
students lined up to buy, and bruskly 
ordered the literature off the grounds. 
We protested the reactionary organiza- 
tions are allowed to sell pamphlets, that 
even the Party sold literature iu the 
same hall when Norman Tallenlire and 
Sender Gariin spoke to the University 
students. To no avail. His instructions 
were specific. No Trotskyist pamphlets 
will be sold. With typical stupidity, a 
Party nitwit, too limid to take the iioor 
in the meeting, nevertheless loudly pro- 
claimed outside to some students how 
the counter-revolut ionary Trotskyites 
were in league with the University au- 
thorities. Several turned away in dis- 
gust. 

A group of 12 young workers and stu- 
dents assembled on Saturday afternoon, 
and after listening to comrade Glotzer's 
message on the tasks of American Com- 
munist youth, decided to launch a Spar- 
tacus "Youth Club in Minneapolis. A 
committee on preamble and by-laws was 
elected and a date set for the first meet- 
ing of the club; Saturday, March 19th 



2:30 P. M. at the Labor Lyceum, (ith Ave. 
North and Irving. Indications point to- 
wards the development of an active rev- 
olutionary youth force in Minneapolis. 

An account of comrade Glotzer's slay 
would not be complete without mention 
of the banquet in his honor held for the 
benefit of our publishing activities. Af- 
ter a modest lunch, there ensued some 
lively entertainment, featuring the much 
heralded Militant Quartet as well as 
one of the "Heavenly Discourse" skits 
entitled "Denver Prays For Rain". Here 
the laurels must be handed to the Dunne 
boys. Grant and Miles, as well as to Rill 
Curran for their dramatic and musical 
contributions. Glotzer spoke on bis 
visit with Trotsky and the work of the 
League and brought a rousing collection 
for Left Opposition publications. 

A special organization of the Minn- 
eapolis branch was held with comrade 
(Jlotzer Monday night where he reported 
on the work of the European and Chi- 
nese sections of the Left Opposition and 
the Internationa! Secretariat. The prac- 
tical tasks of the Minneapolis League 
in the coming period were laid out and 
discussed. 

The net financial result of these meet- 
ings was a bit over fifty dollars. The 
political results are positive; organiza- 
tional, excellent. Minneapolis is looking 
forward to the next national tour. 

Opposition Greeks 
Answer «Empros» 



The "Empros", the Greek organ of the 
Stalinists iu America is carrying on a 
one sided struggle against the National 
Herald but overlooking the necessary 
exposure of the Atlantis. 

In our Manifestos last November we 
attacked this one sidedness and we 
warned the Greek workers of this faulty 
and dangerous pi'oceedure of the Greek 
Stalinists, which they are still pursuing 
in spite of the protests by many party 
members and sympathizers. 

Iu the current issue of Communist Is 
we look up the slanders of the standard- 
ized type which was the only reply the 
Stalinists could give to our criticism of 
their failing. We told the Greek work- 
ers that the real supporters of ihe Em- 
pros are not the Stalinists who direct its 
policies at present but all the workers 
and especially the Left Oppositionists 
who fought within the ranks of the party 
before they were expelled. Wc still 
tight for its correct orientation on the 
questions of the class struggle and re- 
mind the Stalinists that they are not 
the private owners of the Empros. We 
demanded again that they must attack 
the Atlantic the royalist and pseudo- 
labor paper, in a more bitter way because 
this sheet exploits the radicalization of 
the Greek workers. It is doing its ut- 
most to prevent*, them from joining the 
fighting ranks of the Communists. The 
Stalinists refused to attack the Atlantis 
believing naively that they can utilize 
this paper in their struggle against the 
National Herald. But they were sadly 
disappointed and surprised when this 
royalist sheet refused to write a single 
line iu defense of comrade Chrisaildes, 
the business manager of the Empros, 
when he was arrested. 

The Atlantis is a class conscious bour- 
geois newspaper and in case of choice 
naturally will support the National 
Herald. This the Stalinists could not 
understand, unfortunately, not for them- 
selves alone, but. for the working class, 
which expects leadership from the col- 
umns of the Empros, The titles of the 
exposures against the National Herald 
were written in the typical liberal-Am- 
erican fashion which misleads and con- 
fuses. It strengthens the conceptions of 
liourgeois justice, and at the same time 
strengthens the patriotic traditions of 
tiie ideal Greek State. How otherwise 
can be characterized the titles: Tat an is 
before the Hellenic Justice. 

Upon the arrest of comrade Chrissa- 
iides the Stalinists issued a manifesto 
appealing to the Greeks of America as 
if the Creeks in America were all mem- 
bers of the working class they forget that 
whenever the Greek workers, whether 
food workers furriers or of any other 
trade, attempted to reduce their 12-14 
hours workday or 7 day week, tiie Greek 
bosses did not hesitate to use gangsters 
or any ohter conceivable medium of 
strike breaking against these very Hell- 
enes. 

A Communist paper should always ex- 
pose every lackey of the capitalist class 
the National Herald and any other or- 
ganization or individual of the capital- 
ist class is firmly uiiileC with the entire 
structure of their system. 

Whole precious columns of a Commun- 
ist paper are devoted to prove that ac- 
cording to the rules of the Greek ortho- 
dox Church the editor of the National' 
Herald should not. lie allowed to main- 
tain his priesthood and to prove that 
other priests violated Miie, All these 
may sound incredible but still they are 
facts in spite of their paradox. We fear 
it will continue until the Greek party 
members as well as the entire party 
membership demand vigorously In a real 
Bolshevik manner to get an account 
from these bureaucrats. 

The Greek Bureau of the Communist 
League of America (Opposition) will not 
allow itself to become the football of 
ihe National Herald or of any such bour- 
geois agency as the Stalinists became 
the instruments of Atlantis. They will 
continue to follow the Marxist- Leninist 
line and will not compromise with any 
kind of capitalist lackey. 

In the Communtetis we have urged 
every worker to support the Empros 
which is in peril from the attacks of 
the capitalists. 
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(Continued from page 1) 
against the nomination of Stalin to the 
post of General Secretary : 'this cook 
will serve us a peppery tlisli' . . - This 
cook has not yet exhausted the culin- 
ary science completely. 

"This prediction of Lenin's is being 
verified anew. The decree of expatria- 
tion was another— and not the last — 
poisoned dish from the Stalinist kitchen" 

The decree is the product of wrath and 
weakness. The choice of names in the 
list of those expatriated is dictated by 
(he necessity of a political amalgam. 
The Therm idorians have itlways com- 
bined the named of their revolutionary 
adversaries with those of the representa- 
tives of the counter-revolutionaries, in 
their reprisals. The names of Don, 
Abramovitch, I'otressov and the other« 
are obviously dragged in by the hair. 
It is a matter of creating a combine that 
would be compromising to the name of 
Trotsky. The- necessity of an amalgam 
is dictated by the very nature of Cen- 
triain which cannot help having enemies 
from the risjnt and the left and which 
sets itself the task of throwing all into 
the same pot in order to mask its Cen- 
trist, character. At the same time the 
Stalinists continuee to iill up the places 
of deportation. The colonies of Bolshe- 
vik exiles in Siberia and Central Asia 
are constantly growing. Those confined 
in the solitaries, after serving their time, 
have been condemned to supplementary 
confinement. Stalin does not want them 
to leave the solitaries alive. Only a lew 
weeks ago the old Bolshevik Tsulukid-/.e, 
a member of the Party since UXJIS, was 
finished off by a series of ignominous 
Thermidovian acts. This sick old Bol- 
shevik, instead of being transferred to a 
place in which more favorable conditions 
for her state of health exist, as she was 
promised, was deported to Aklominsk, 
"the worst spot in Central Asia. In re- 
ply to her protests, she was beaten. 
Our unflinching comrade could not re- 
sist his maltreatment more than a few 



months and succumbed. Stalin killed 
her as he killed Zinzadze, Blumbin, and 
many other revolutionary Bolsheviks. 
IMkovsky is tied down to Barnoul, in 
which the harsh climate is practically 
destroying the liealth of the old fighter. 
He is gravely ill. The terror against 
Kakovsky, besides having general poli- 
tical causes, also has a personal motive. 
Stalin nurtures an old hatred against 
liakovsky which is based on the fact that 
to the same degree to which Stalin is 
the incarnation of bureaucratic brutality 
and disloyalty, Rakovsky is the image of 
genuine revolutionary magnanimity. 

The decree of expatriation against 
Trotsky and his family has an addition- 
al purpose and is linked with the ter- 
rorist designs of the White Guards 
against Trotsky. The Soviet governmen^ 
which issued the news of a planned ass- 
assination by Turkul in the Bote Fahne, 
attaches an extremely great importance 
to the information furnished by the G. 
1*. i;., which is evidenced by the fact 
that it addresses itself officially to the 
Secretariat of the League of Nations, ad- 
vising it. of the danger threatening Lit- 
vinoff on the part of the same White 
Guard terrorists. Although he has at 
his disposal data of such an importance 
■ and such concrete facts, Stalin has never- 
theless not brought them to the attention 
of comrade Trotsky, nor to this friends 
up to the present; neither with regard 
to the character of the terrorist organi- 
zation, its composition, its connections, 
nor its methods, etc. Only by being 
aware of all these circumstances can the 
militants of the Left Opposition, in the 
extremely unfavorable conditions of their 
exile take the necessary preventative 
measures. Comrade Trotsky's compan- 
ions-in-arma have more than once ad- 
dressed these demands to the represen- 
tatives of Stalin abroad. No information 
no aid has been given to them 
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words, the Stalinist clique is concealing 
before Trotsky and his friends all the 
concrete data which it possesses con- 
cerning the planned assassination of 
Trotsky. 

In jnrdical language, this manner of 
action is called — in case there 4s no dir- 
ect complicity — concealing evidence. 
Stalin understands that very well. His 
personal responsibility is only too clear. 
Seeking for some way out, he came upon 
the idea of exjiatriafing comrade Trot- 
sky. Stalin believes that, if he with- 
draws comrade Trotsky's Soviet pass- 
port, he will thereby diminish his own 
responsibility in the case of a successful 
attempt on the part of the white terror- 
ists. In that case, it will not be a mat- 
ter of a Soviet citizen! This miserable 
refuse will not be of any avail, just as 
all the other measures of a similar na- 
ture. 

This decree, born of wrath and im 
potence. may cause comrade Trotsky 
and his family personal difficulties. Bu 
it will not change the fact, that today 
just as on October 25. 101?, Trotsky re- 
mains, together with Lenin, the founder 
of the Soviet Republc and the leader of 
the October revolution; that he was the 
organizer of the victory of the Red Army 
and that he is today the outstanding 
fighter for the proletarian revolution; 
while Stalin is only the candidate for the 
post of grave digger of the proletarian 
dictatorship. 

Nor will this prevent what is inevit- 
able, the downfall of the dictatorship of 
the degenerated Stalinist clique. This 
downfall is inevitable. It will not be the 
preparation for the downfall of the pro- 
letarian dicta tor slil p, as the enemy class 
hopes, but on tHe contrary, for the de- 
generation and tlie bloom of proletarian 
democracy. It signifies the regeneration 
of the Comintern. It has become the 
indispensable premise for the success of 
socialist construction in the II. S. X. It. 
and for the development of the interna- 
tional revolution. 

INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT 
OF THE LEFT OPPOSITION 



The Working Class United Front Against 
Reaction in Canada 



(Continued from page 1) 

opted this resolution ; since then the Un- 
ited Farmers of Alberta and the United 
Farmers of Saskatchewan at their last 
conventions, and the provincial conven- 
tion of the Alberta Trades and Labor 
Councils have also taken this resolution 
up In spite of the sabotage by the labor 
bureaucrats, the mass pressure from the 
rank and file forced them to take definite 
action A notice was also sent out call- 
ing an Eastern Canada Emergency Con- 
ference in Hamilton, Ontario, ior Feb- 
ruary- (5th and Tth, to plan further a 
program of work. The call specifically 
stated that the invitation was Issued to 
every body and person in sympathy with 
the views of the Conference, regardless 
of political belief or affiliation. 

Comrade J. Silver was sent to the 
Hamilton Conference as the representa- 
tive of the local Toronto Conference, 
comrade Panitch represented an auxil- 
iary organization, and comrade Green 
went as the. direct official delegate of 
the Toronto branch of the Left Opposi- 
tion ; all our comrades were seated. 

In spife of the short time and lack of 
preparation in calling the Conference, it 
opened with 283 delegates representing 
160 organizations, and 117 individuals. 
The Liberals, as usual, were prominent 
by their absence. Of the 19 trade anions 
represented, over half were A. F. of L. 
locals. The other delegates were from 
various auxiliary organizations, unem- 
ployed associations, language and cul- 
tural bodies, I. L. P., etc. Comrade 
Silver was elected on the resolutions 
committee and took an active part in the 
deliberations on that body; comrade 
I'anitch was appointed to the Advisory 
Committee. The eight arrested leaders, 
then still out on ball awaiting the result 
of their appeal, were enthusiastically 
greeted and appointed as honorary Presi- 
dium members. 

A G. Smith presented the political 
report, giving an outline of the crisis, 
the reasons for the severe reaction in 
Canada, and cited the figures of the 
Class Terror in Canada in 1931, when 
720 workers were arrested with 155 con- 
.victions; 78 workers were beaten and 
wounded, :! miners brutally killed in 
Esfevan. and 96 demonstrations and 
meetings smashed. The war danger was 
given emphasis, and a set of organiza- 
tional proposals were adopted which 
called for the further broadening of the 
united front. Tim Buck and Tom Ewen, 
two of the arrested leaders, in their dis- 
cussions, emphasized again and again 
that the Conference was not a Commun- 
ist organisation, but a movement embrac- 
ing any labor body "and liberal elements 
who agreed with its aims of fighting for 
free speech and assemblage, and the re- 
peal of Section 98. Buck also stated 
that the pressure of the masses may 
even force the A. F. of L. to take ac- 
tion, and render them also liable to 
Section 98. 

Perspectives 

Due to the bankruptcy of the Stalin- 
ist policies, loss of membership, prestige, 
etc.. the Party was forced to adopt the 
Leninist principle of the United Front. 
This is a vindication of the program of 
the Left Opposition. The course taken 
■ in this conference is an involuntary ad- 



mission that their previous strategy was 
one of isolation, and that to influence 
the masses, it is necessary to go into 
their organizations. 

The Conference was but a beginning in 
this development. To embrace a larger 
number of workers within the movement 
is now the main task. Without clarity 
in principle and theory, there can be no 
stable movement, and the adoption of 
the principle of the united front has 
shown what can be accomplished. 

Our comracl s in the various organiza- 
tions must see that this movement is 
not allowed to drift away, but to bring 
it into further contact with the masses. jst; international 
— S. GREEN. 



Comrades : 

With the publication of the "Open 
Letter" of the Communist International 
to the C. P. S., the profound crisis which 
has been hovering over Spanish Com* 
munism as a consequence of the funda- 
mental errors committed by the nation- 
al leadership with the full acquiescence 
of the International .haw broken out into 
the open. A whole series of mistakes 
are stigmatised in this document, mis- 
takes that the Spanish Left Opposition 
was the tirst io point out at a time when 
the correction of these mistakes would 
have marked a victorious advance of the 
revolution. Only when the mistakes 
blossoming within the parly grow to 
their full length does the International, 
which defended and supported these er- 
roneous policies and approved those re- 
sponsible for them so resolutely, decide 
to put forward its criticism under the 
pressure of the rank and file and in 
the face of evident symptoms of the de- 
moralization of the party, symptoms 
which are manifesting themselves in 
their full force. Two days before the 
publication of the "Open Letter", simple 
militants who had the courage to bring 
up criticisms less severe than that of the 
International in their units — were ex- 
pelled from the party with the sanction 
of international organisms. The present 
crisis was not produced by a logical de- 
velopment of the organ! ssat ion, that is 
to say, by means of a free discussion 
within t.he party, but was fabricated 
artifically: imposed by the Internation- 
al bureaucracy. 

It is logical that, the leadership of the 
International, those most responsible for 
the mistakes of the Spanish leadership, 
are doing everything in their power to 
cover up the catastrophic consenuenees 
of the policy pursued in Spain. Histor- 
ically, the damage caused by these poli- 
tical mistakes is very difficult to make 
good. When the rhythm of the revolu- 
tion starts its process of decline, the 
bureaucracy of the International poses 
the question of the reorganization of the 
party. The International bureaucracy 
gave its assent, its support to every- 
thing that deprived the Spanish prole- 
tariat of its revolutionary party In the 
culminative period of the revolution. 
More than that, the International cov- 
ered with tho cloak of its authority the 
split, in the ranks of Spanish Communism 
maintained by the official leadership of 
the party. Practically, the G. I. and the 
Spanish leadership, the Biillejos-Trilla- 
Pumarega combine, were the liquidators 
of the immediate perspectives opened .up 
for the Spanish proletariat by the four- 
teenth of April. 

In the "Open Letter" of the Commun- 
, im. 1u „-...»..vb... are reproduced the 
1 same criticisms that, since the beginning 



of the Spanish revolution, were formu- 
lated bv the Opposition, and for which 
it was insulted with the worst sort of 
epithets. The following accusations are 
made against the leadership: inability to 
adapt itself to the masses: sectarian nar ; 
rowness ; anarchistic tendencies : false 
analysis of the political situation; issu- 
ance of slogans incomprehensible to the 
masses and failure of realizing a serious 
will to put them into practice ; a false 
conception of the role of the Soviets ; 
failure to understand the meaning of the 
shop committees; clique control; stran- 
gulation of the expression of the rank 
and file: the split policy in the National 
Confederation of Labor. The Spanish 
Left Opposition believes and declares 
a new change of policy, imposed upon 
the party in a bureaucratic manner, 
would not have been brought about with- 
out the frank exposure of the mistakes 
that we have practiced. In this resp- 
ect, the Opposition sees in these facts a 
new victory o'f its defense of revolution- 
ary Marxism, applied to the Spanish rev- 
olution and the role of the party. 

The Communist Left Opposition, in re- 
gistering this brilliant victory of its 
point of view, is obliged to show to all 
proletarian Communists that the '"Open 
Letter"' is a direct result, although a be- 
lated one, of our criticisms. This shows 
clearly that even though we have been 
expelled from the party, our collabora- 
tion with it was undeniably a fruitful 
one. It would lie still greater i.f the 
Opposition were allowed to occupy the 
place that belongs to it within the ranks 
of the party. " It goes to show once more, 
that if the internal regime were one of 
free and democratic discussion, which 
is indisrcensible to every revolutionary 
proletarian organization, the criticism 
would be far less acute than under the 
present state of division, and the cor- 
rection of the mistakes would take place 
more raptdly and more effectively, and 
would be immeasurably less painful. Rut 
the International bureaucracy fears the 
revolutionary truth and therefore per- 
sists in keeping the Bolshevik-Leninists 
within the ranks of the Opposition, es- 
tranged from the party. 

The "Open Letter" takes special pains 
to cover up those mistakes committed by 
the Spanish party, that derive not from 
the lack of political understanding on 
.the part of the national leadership, but 
from the theory that dominates the pre- 
sent course of the International — Stalin- 
ism. The root of the evil lies in the 
whole series of eclectic conceptions 
that the Stalinist school has introduced 
into Communism since the death of 
Lenin. The defeats of the Chinese, the 
German, the Bulgarian and now, the 
Spanish revolution are the consequences 
of the wrong tactics that derives from 
the disastrous article known as Stalin- 
ism. 



Hail the Fourteenth Anniversary of the Red Army I 



On the occasion of the fourteenth 
anniversary of the founding of the 
Red Army, we reprint below an ac- 
count (if the event by Victor Serge 
and several of the first Soviet docu- 
ments bearing on the subject. Victor 
Serge is the translator of the French 
edition of the complete works of 
Lenin. He is a Franco- Russian Com- 
munist of long standing and a mem- 
ber of the Left Opposition. The 
chapter printed below forms part of 
his work Year I of the Russian Rev- 
olution (in French) and is of espe- 
cial interest at present in view of 
the Stalinist distortions of revolution- 
ary history in general and that of 
the Hod Army in particular. The 
Red Army, In the organization of 
which comrade Trotsky took the 
leading part, was created as the 
army of the International revolution. 
Today, on the fourteenth anniversary 
of its foundation, with the sharpen- 
ing of the class conflicts and the im- 
minence of social struggles of an 
international scope, it is especially 
well to remember this. Long live 
the Red Army, the army of the world 
proletariat ! 



THE TRUTH ABOUT THE BIRTH 
OF THE RED ARMS 

Finland, the Baltic countries, the Uk- 
raine are occupied by the Austrians and 
the Germans. The Turks are entering 
Caucasia, at that time "independent", 
The British are occupying the Baku. The 
Rumanians are seizing Bessarabia. The 
Japanese are landing at Vladivostok 
(April (i). The revolution is surrounded 
in a circle of iron and fire. It needs an 
army. This army must be created from 
the void. 

On January 2 (IS), while negotiations 
are going on at Brest- Li tovsk, a decree 
is issued on the establishment of a Bed 
Army of volunteers. 

The Red general staff— whatever has 
remained of the former general staff- 
calls upon the local Soviets to show 
their initiative by constituting new corps 
the battalion of 150 men to be adopted 
as the unit. This appeal did not go un- 
answered. The real Red Army was to 
be created later, under the cover formed 
for it by these first improvised units. 
A Supreme Army Council was formed on 



the First of March. During these early I f the Red Army. They had to live, 
days of the creation of the army. Trotsky J And the patriotic sentiment also played 
appeared as the tireless animator of the 
project. "We need a well organized 
army, a new army", he exclaimed at the 
Moscow Soviet on March 19. "'Wo shall 
work twelve hours a day if necessary 
. . . but we will go forward in the way 
of discipline, of work and of creative 
action". "Obstinate work, revolutionary 
discipline". He repeated these slogans, 
carried them out, implanted them in the 
mind*. The decree on obligatory and 
general military instruction was promul- 
gated on April 22 upon his proposal. It 
was a preparatory measure; a great 
part of the population remained hostile 
to the regime. The army about to be 
organized, had to be formed of volunteers 
whose first qualifications were to be 
their social origin and political opinions. 
But a modern army is a complicated 
machine. Its mechanism cannot be built 
up, its functioning cannot be assured 
without the specialist's skill. Where 
were the war technicians, to be taken 
from? There were those of the old 
regime, those of the enemy classes. Trot- 
sky very early envisaged the utilization 
of these specialists. In order to carry 
this out, he had to overcome numerous 
obstacles and not a few legitimate fears. 
Even Lenin at tirst objected and only 
consented later on : 

''Without serious and experienced mili- 
tary men", I said to Vladimir Llyitch 
(Trotsky On Lenin), "we will never get 
out of this chaos". 

"That seems to be quite true. But 
what if they will betray us?" 

"We shall attach a commissar to each 
one of them." 

"We shall attach two!', Lenin cried 
out, "two who will have a solid weight 
There is no lack of strong-arm Com 
munists". 

The type of the leading organisms ot 
the army was conceived in the following 
manner: one specialist, one regular of- 
ficer and wo Bolshevik commissars. The 
military men, it appeared, accepted these 
positions and this control without many 
difficulties. Accustomed to passive obedi- 
ience and to state service, tha.v submit- 
ted immediately as soon as, authority was 
imposed upon them. In their memoires 
the White Guard generals complained 
about tlie ease with which the Bolshe- 
viks recruited the technical personnel 



its part. And then, there were many 
who were to remain enemies of the rev- 
olution as officers in the Bed Army. 
Conspirators appeared to install them- 
selves permanently inside the army. Trot- 
sky had to refute the arguments of those 
who feared that the army — in the con- 
duct of which the former generals par- 
ticipated — would become an instrument 
of the counter-revolution. Composed of 
workers and poor peasants and held to- 
gether by a framework of Communist 
commissars, it did not, he argued, have 
to fear anything outside of individual 
treacheries. He had to combat habits 
created by the revolution itself. For 
months, the military commanders had 
been elected. The election of command- 
ers was the command of the necessity 
of democratizing the old army. "As long 
ap the power belonged to the enemy class, 
as long as the cadres of the army were 
the instrument of (his class, it was our 
task to break the resistance of the com- 
mand through the election of the com- 
manders. But today the power is in the 
hands of the working class from the 
midst of which the army is recruiteed. 
Under these conditions — I tell you this in 
all frankness — the election of officers Is 
no longer of any political utility, it is 
technically inadequate and a decree has 
already annuled it in fact." 

Correct as these reasons were, they 
did not win out painlessly. What '. Ex- 
cellent revolutionists, proletarians were 
to be placed under the command — even 
though controlled by commissars (incom- 
petents!) — of generals who only yester- 
day shot them down and of counter- 
revolutionary officers! It was necessary. 
"The creation of the army", Trotsky 
said, "'is for us a question of life and 
death." 

There was no administrative appar- 
atus capable of mobilizing the forces 
necessary for the formation of an army. 
The party, revealing once more the deci- 
sive importance tf its historic role, had 
to supplement the state. The Red 
Guards, the partisan units (numerous in 
the inland country, but anarchic, indis- 
cipiined. infinitely difficult to control) 
and a few other hardly regular units 
tha survived from the old army were the 
first pithy war material of the Republic. 
(Continued on page 4) 



What solutions are proposed in this 
"'Open Letter"? The whole document is 
remarkable for its absolute lack of con- 
crete solutions. , It does not even pro- 
jHise as a definite condition* the demon- 
strative elimination of the direct auth- 
ors of these political crimes which are 
denounced within it. These lead- 
ers served the International bur- 
eaucracy too faithfully and are al- 
together too disposed to continue serv- 
ing it, for the latter to get rid of them. 
The solution of the problems is left to 
the congress of the Party, which is to 
meet in March, so as to give a certain 
democratic appearance to the bureau- 
cratic maneuvers that are now being pre- 
pared. 

The leadership of the Spanish party 
with the consent of the International ex- 
pelled all its political opponents, the most 
capable militants of the party, within 
the last few mouths and accused them 
of the horrible crime of not withholding 
their criticism of the adventuristic pol- 
icies pursued by this leadership. The 
leadership was, in this manner, able to 
maintain the condition of monolithic 
tranquility. A pogrom atmosphere was 
created within the party, an atmosphere 
of terrorism against all independently 
thinking militants and of a systematic 
persecution against all sincere militants 
that disagreed with these methods of 
the leadership. In the face of the im- 
possibility of any sort of criticism and 
in the face of the reign of persecution, 
many old militants left the party. The 
bureaueraticiuation f the units killed oft 
all their internal political life. The 
leaders were more interested in uphold- 
ing the personal prest/ge of the secret- 
ary of the unit than in upholding the 
political line of the worker-Communists 
active in the units. The active militants, 
fearing expulsion from the party, cur- 
tailed their own opinions and did not 
follow the dictates of their conscience. 
The militants were robotized: what was 
asked of them was not discipline, but 
blind obedience. 

It is in such a situation that the party 
convention is being prepared, which can 
be denounced in advance as a bureau- 
cratic maneuver, with the aim of plac- 
ating the fermentation within the ranks, 
resulting especially from the latest pol- 
itical mistakes of the leadership, yet, 
this very International leadership is 
forced to admit that the party is disor- 
anized and that it is absolutely neces- 
sary to reorganize it immediately. The 
development of events has clearly shown 
that the Left Opposition was correct and 
that it was the only one to foresee the 
policy corresponding to the needs of the 
party at every step in the revolution. 
All our activities and all our writings 
are the proof for this. Once more, the 
historic necessity of the existence of the 
Opposition has been justified, on a na- 
tional as well as on an international 
scale. Nevertheless, instead of readmit- 
ting all the Oppositionists expelled for 
their opinions into the party, the "Open 
Letter" demands that the p;Vty carry on 
an "energetic" struggle against "coun- 
ter-revolutionary Trotskyism". For the 
purpose of struggling against "Trotsky- 
ism", a whole factory of slanders and 
calumniations against the Opposition 
and its most outstanding militants will 
start to function within a short time, 
with full steam and in extra shifts It 
will take recourse to verbal and journal- 
istic violence at first and later on, even 
to physical violence. In this manner, 
the party bureaucracy will expiate for 
the mistakes it has committed, mistakes 
fatal for the destiny of the Spanish pro- 
letariat. 



The Communist party will not be able 
to take the road it must take, if it does 
not begin its reorganization by complete- 
ly eliminating the whole leading clique 
of adventurers which have led it to the 
present situation. These inept and in- 
capable leaders, veritable illiterates in 
so far as revolutionary Marxism is con- 
cerned, are those who are morally re- 
sponsible for the defeat of the Spanish 
revolution. All the worker -Com munists 
who love their party must demand the 
political condemnation of Bullejos and 
Co. The latter, with a stroke of remark- 
able political cynicism, are trying to ev- 
ade responsibility for the debacle by re- 
sorting to accusations against the rank 
and file of the party, who are guilty 
merely of the crime of being too patient. 
The Communist workers will not consent 
any longer to have all the blame for 
the mistakes which are exclusively dae 
to the party "leaders", cast upon their 
heads. The national bureaucrats have 
learned froni their International allies 
the consistent method of submitting the 
rank and file to a most abominable dic- 
tatorship and of casting responsibility 
for the failures on their shoulders. There 
is one more thing that the Left Opposi- 
tion cannot conceal. The present lead- 
ership of any other leading body arising 
from the party itself will not be able 
to restore its political welfare if it is 
going to apply to the Spanish movements 
the internationally disastrous methods 
of Stalinism'. The Spanish revolution 
is another proof for the world proletar- 
iat of how Stalinism leads directly to 
defeat. This is precisely what the hired 
Stalinites in Spain arc attempting to 
dissimulate before the working masses. 
(To be Continued) 
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Rakovsky on the Five Year Plan 



(Contlned from last Issue) 
Just as quality of production sets a 
limit to the Increase in the intensity 
of labor so the limit to increased inten- 
sity in the utilization of equipment is 
bound u» with the problem of the work- 
ing personnel. Great reserves can be 
made available for the further use of 
the old basic capital by making use of 
more shifts — by transfer to the 24 hour 
shift. The clarification of the question 
of the working personnel is not here 
our problem, everyone who follows this 
question, cannot but know that this pro- 
blem cannQt be solved In the near future 
and that, therefore, the reserves avail- 
able by the increase of shifts can be 
utilized only to a very small degree. The 
question of the working personnel arises 
also, of course in connection with new 
enterprises but we will not take up this 
matter in this connection. Here it is 
Important for us to show that the short- 
age of working personnel bound up with 
the Impossibility of a further "loading" 
of the existing personnel creates a bar- 
rier for the further increase in the quan- 
titative indices by this means. 

The third factor lies beyond industry 
itself although it is closely bound up 
with it. It ts the shortage of agricul- 
tural raw materials for light industry- 
Due to short age of raw materials the 
volume of production in light industry 
fell in two months (May and June) by 
nearly 30%. During these two months 
the plan was only slightly over r>0 r / u ful- 
filled. The volume of production in the 
Fats Industry decreased in April ' by 
15.5%, in May by 15.7%, in June by 
38.6% of the figures for May, which 
means that it practically nearly ceased 
production. Production in the Food In- 
dustry decreased in April by 15.5%. in 
May by 12.9%, in. June by 23.7%- The 
situation in the Sugar Iitdustry, which 
was practically at a halt, in June, is 
absolutely catastrophic. For the last 
year only 42.8% of the production cap- 
acity of the sugar industry was realized. 
From these figures alone we see that we 
deal not only frith individual breaks in 
certain branches but with a sharp decline 
of prdouctien nearly in the whole light 



The Raids on Nazis in Prussia 

(Continued from page 1) 
munlsts not only from defeating both 
the social democrats and the Fascists, 
hut even from preparing the defense of 
the working class from ruthless exter- 
mination at the hands of Hitler's bands. 
Therein lies the great danger in Ger- 
many. 

The only way the Fascists can be 
defeated is by uniting the forces of the 
proletariat for action. The only way the 
social democratic influence can be wiped 
out from the working class movement is 
by recognising their actual role by forc- 
ing tr|im into a united front on the 
basis of a struggle against Fascism, by 
showing to the workers in the course of 
united action that the impotent and ser- 
vile policies of the social democracy can 
only pave the way for Fascism. 

The Severing incident is a striking 
lesson in proof of this. Severing and 
the social democrats say they want to 
flght Fascism. Here they had a chance. 
Did Severing, who had ground enough 
from the material confiscated in the 
raids, proceed to outlaw and disrupt the 
Nazi organizations? He did not. Ser- 
vile creature that he is, he feared to 
come into conflict with the federal gov- 
ernment, with the Hindcnbui'g-Bruening- 
Groener regime, which is consciously aid- 
ing the Fascists. In a united front 
movement with the organizations which 
Severing and his ilk are leading, the 
Communists could press the social dem- 
ocratic traitors and cowards to the 
wall. They would be forced to show 
their color. A Severing could be forced 
to break with the bourgeoisie — which 
ta ■unliifdy — or be driven out of the 
movement, in an instance like the pre- 
sent In anv case, the social democracy 
would lose its identity rapidly and be 
wiped .out. The working class would be 
solidified and readied for revolutionary 
action. 

The Fascists are concentrating all 
their efforts on the situation in Prussia. 
-They are waiting for the Landtag (Diet) 
elections next month before they strike. 
That is their strategy. They mean to 
start out with a seizure of power in this 
central German province first. It. is in 
Prussia that the social democracy has 
its stronghold. There is not much time 
to lose. If the Fascists are to be re- 
pulsed, if the working class is to avoid 
defeat, if tlfe Communist movement is to 
avoid disaster, a complete reorientation 
of the policy of the German Communist 
Party must take place. The confusion 
of "social Fascism" must be cleared up. 
The Marxist appraisal of the situation 
given by comrade Trotsky and the Deft 
Opposition must be transfused into the 
flesh and blood of the German Commun- 
ists. 



industry with a complete suspension in 
certain branches. Even if the industry 
itself were in no degree at fault in this 
matter, the fact of the matter would 
remain and would have to be reckoned 
with. In truth, industry is not at fault. 
We see here the effects which we have 
warned against several times previously: 
the delay in the development of Industry 
became the cause for the delay In tiie 
development of agriculture. 

The above article rightly ascribes the 
basic causes for the shortage in agricul- 
tural raw materials to the following : 



rect regulating of the distribution of 
manufactured goods to producers of agri- 
cultural raw materials; (3) the lagging 
behind of the fertilizer industries. Dur- 
in the current year only 25% of the de- 
mand for fertilizers was satisfied. (4) 
Acute shortage of machines for the cul- 
tivation of technical cultures and a near- 
ly complete absence of harvesting mach- 
ines, due to which the sowing and first 
plowing of the majority of technical cul- 
tures is done by primitive hand method. 
All these are direct results of the lag- 
ging behind of industry. 

The study of the question of quantitive 
(ndices in connection with the above 
mentioned factors permits us to make 
the following fundamental conclusions: 
(1) tlie official figures of quantitative 
growth represent just a statistical Action 
due to the ignoring of the quality of pro- 
duction. Only by taking quality into ac- 
count can we obtain comparable quantity 
indices. (2) In so far as a quantitative 
growih actually took place It was based 
to a decisive degree of the use of a great- 
er number of workers and on the in- 
crease of the intensity of labor. (3i In 
using this method of increase in quan- 
tity which contains in itself the condi- 
tions leading to its failure and does not 
at all guarantee the further growth of 
quantity indices, thus we reach a limit 
beyond which She further use of this 
.method can give only negative results 
for the national economy. And this meth- 
od has now been used to the utmost. (4) 
The question of the further growth of 
quantity indices and even of maintaining 
the level already acquired is directly 
hound np with the problem of giving 
industry a new m a terio- technical base. 
This question is decided by the amount 
of accumulation and capital building of 
which we will treat further on.' 

—CHRISTIAN G. RAKOVSKY. 
Barnoul, July- August 1930 

•The above constitutes the last In 
stalment of one chapter of a larger work 
by comrade Rakovsky. The condition of 
exile and ruthless physical persecution 
imposed upon our comrade by the Stalin 
clique make for the belated publication 
of his work by the Left Opposition press. 
At the present time, the whereabouts of 
comrade Rakovsky are not even known. 
The repression of the Stalinist against 
this valiant revolutionary leader have 
been particularly vicious. The last taat 
has been heard of him is that he was in 
a frightful and alarming state of health 
and that no consideration was to be ex- 
pected of the regime. No revolutionist 
will forget this crime of Stalinism.— Ed. 



Rebel Miners in Actionl 

(Continued from page 1) 
sciousness among the coal minors to 
the treacherous role of these officials and 
their growing readiness to combat them. 
In other words it offers the Increasing 
opportunities for the Left wing to find 
the common base for these movements 
and through them to unite for the com- 
mon immediate objectives. 

Of such steps there Is no sign what- 
ever. The official Communist Party 
which is the potential force to give this 
direction is, when considering this as the 
essential task, failing just as miserably 
as the . other confused and opportunist 
groups. The National Miners .Union, 



(1) incorrect price policy; (2) incor- 1 which it leads, has not yet at any time 
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Hail the Red Army* 

(Continued from page 1) 
The recruitment campaign had very good 
hut inadequate results. On April 1, 
Petrograd offered 25,000 volunteers, Mos- 
cow—more than 15,000. 106,000 volun- 
teers reported in six weeks. 

—From "L' An I. do la Revolution 

Rbsse" 
» * » » 

A DECREE OF THE COUNCIL OF 
PEOPLE'S COMMISSARS 

Petrograd, January 15, 1918 

The old army was a class instrument 
of the bourgeoisie for the oppression of 
the working class. The seizure of power 
by the laboring class and the class of 
those who possess nothing has made the 
creation of a new army necessary. This 
new army will have the task of protec- 
ting the Soviet power and of constituting 
the base on which the regular army will 
be transformed into a power founded on 
the arming of the whole people; further- 
more, the new army will serve to sup- 
port the Socialist revolution that is ap- 
proaching in Europe. 

I. 

_ In the execution of the preceding, the 
Council of People's Commissars has de- 
cided to organize the new army on the 
following basis and under the name "Red 
Workers' and Peasants' Army". 

1. The red workers' and peasants' 
army is composed of the most conscious 
and best organized, elements of the work- 
ing class. 

2. Every citizen of the Russian re- 
public over 18 years of age can enter its 
ranks. All those may enter the Red 
Army, who are prepared to put their 
forces and their life at the service of 
the defense of the conquests of October, 

gunnimaiiiimiiifiaiiminmantimMotn^^ 



pursued a policy genuinely aiming at 
uniting the rebellious movements. It has 
thereby, in the same manner as the other 
groupings, been hemmed in within the 
localizing barriers of each separate 
struggle, confining itself purely to the 
spontaneous movement of the workers 
themselves, lacking i>erspective, failing, 
actually to organize and losing ground 
so that It still commands only a few. 
scattered, small and ill-functioning locals, 
tinder such conditions the militancy it 
displays, the working class and revolu- 
tionary propaganda it spreads, becomes 
entirely too much negated. 

A National Perspective for a 
United Front 
While the series of localized spontane- 
ous miners struggles from the past to 
the present have certainly served to ad- 
vance the .miners to higher levels of 
experience and consciousness they have 
most often in their direct implication re- 
sulted in defeats »;nd weakening *of 
their organization. The John D. Lewis 
administration pursued that method as a 
deliberate poliey to serve the operators. 
But it should have taught us all that 
when local strikes are so often defeated 
the ob.tect must be the national exten- 
sion. With the present trend of the 
strulggle, directed, and of necessity so, 
equally against the U. M. W. official 
treachery, the national objective must, 
oTf course, stand out so much more clear- 

iy. 

But this is only one side of the ques- 
tion. The other is the need of the actual 
unification of the rebel movements. Here 
lies the real task for the revolutionary 
forces, for the official Communist Party, 
To talk about establishing "independent 
leadership" in these struggles, as it does, 
or to talk about furnisBing a program 
for them without taking into account 
this burning question of the necessjty of 
a speedy united front of the rebel move- 
ments becomes pure nonsense. To pro- 
ceed to build committees of independent 
leadership within them endeavoring to 
struggle independently and In opposition 
to them is wrong. It is particularly 
erroneous to endeavor to build the Na- 
tional Miners Union within these rebel 
movements of the U. M: W. "What is 
needed there is a Left wing of these 
movements, firmly established, working 
as part of, and with the movements, crit- 
icizing and fighting against opportunist 
leaders, and working in the closest pos- 
sible e» operation with the Left wing 
forces in the National Miners Union. 
Proceeding from such a basis it should 
not become an all too difficult task to 
build a united front in reality of these 
various movements struggling in common 
for the common Immediate objectives ; 
to dislodge the influence and control of 
the Lewis machine and for better work- 
ing conditions. In such a united front 
.movement the Communists would cer- 
tainly play the main role of leadership 
provided they pursue Communist policies. 
They could thus become a much more 
important factor in uniting the working 
class aeninst the common enemy. 

—A. 8. 



WHAT NEXT? - by Leon Trotsky 



of the Soviet power and oi socialism. 
For entrance into the Red Army, the 
following recommendations are neces- 
sary : those of the military committee or 
those of the civil organizations wno de- 
pend upon the Soviet power, those of 
the party or the trade unions — more 
strictly speaking, the recommendations 
of two members of one of these organi- 
zations. In case an entire division en- 
ters the Red Army, collective recommen- 
dations and a nominal vote are neces- 
sary. 

It 

1. The families of members of the Red 
workers' and peasants' army are sup- 
ported by the state and receive a month- 
ly subsidy of 50 rubles. 

2. The invalid members of the famil- 
ies of soldiers, who have previously 
been supported by the soldiers, will con- 
tinue to receive aid according to the 
local statutes and according to tfhe re- 
gulations of the local Soviet. 

m. 

The Council of People's Commissars 
is the supreme directing organism of the 
Red workers' and peasants' army. The 
immediate conduct of the army and its 
administration are concentrated in the 
Military Commissariat and paiticularly 
in the all-Rnssian collegium. 
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(•Continued from page 1) 
signify only the resurrection of all the contradictions 
on the very next successive stage, only in still more 
accute and concentrated form. 

In terms of world economy, Europe is on the down- 
ward trend. Already the forehead of Europe is plas- 
tered beyond removal with American labels; the Dawes 
plan, the Young Plan, Hoover's moratorium. Europe 
is placed thoroughly on American rations.. 

The decay of capitalism results in social and cul- 
tural decomposition. The road is barred for further 
methodical differentiation within the nation, for the 
further growth of the proletariat at the expense of 
the diminution of intermediate classes. Further pro- 
longation of the crisis can bring in its trail only the 
pauperization of the petty bourgeoisie and the trans- 
formation of ever increasing groups of workers into 
the lumpenprolctariat. In its most acute form, it is 
this threat that grips advanced capitalist Germany bv 
the throat. 

The rottenost portion of putrefying capitalist Eur- 
ope is the social democratic bureaucracy. It entered 
upon its historical journey under the banner of Marx j 
and Engels. For its goal it placed the overthrow of 
the rule of the bourgeoisie. The powerful upsurge 
of capitalism caught it up and dragged it in its wake. 
In the name of reform, the social democracy betrayed 
the revolution, at first by its actions and later by its 
very words. Kautsky, forsooth, for a long time still 
defended the phraseology of revolution, making it 
serve as a handmaiden to the requirements of reform- 
ism. Bernstein, on the contrary, demanded the re- 
nunciation of revolution: for capitalism was entering 
the period of peaceful development without crises, and 
without wars. A paragon of prophets! Apparently, 
between Kautsky and Bernstein there was an irrecon- 
cilable divergence. Actually, however, they symmet- 
rically complemented one another as the right and 
left boots on the feet of reformism. 

The war came. The social democracy supported 
the war in the name of future prosperity. Instead 
of prosperity decay set in. Then the problem resolved 
itself nd longer in concluding from the inadequacy of 
capitalism the inevitability of revolution; nor was it 
one of reconciling the workers with capitalism by 
means of reforms. The new policies of the social 
democracy now consisted in making society safe for 
the bourgeoisie at the cost of sacrificing reforms. 

But even this was not the last stage of degeneracy. 
The present crisis that is convulsing capitalism oblig- 
ed the social democracy to sacrifice the fruits achieved 
after protracted economic and political struggles and 
thus to ncduce tile German workers to the plane of 
existence of their fathers, grandfathers and great- 
grandfathers.. There is no historical spectacle more 
tragic and at the same time more repulsive than the 
fetid disintegration of reformism amid the wreck- 
age of all its conquests and hopes. The theater is 
rabid in its straining for modernism. Let it stage 
more often Hauptmann's "The Weavers' 1 : this most 
modern of modern dramas. But the director of the 
theater must not forget to reserve the dress circle for 
the leaders of the social democracy. 

Incidentally, however, these leaders are in no mood 
for the theater: they have reached the utmost limits 
of their adaptability. There is a level beneath which 
the working class of Germany cannot drop willingly 
or for any length of time. Moreover, the bourgeois 
regiSie, fighting for its existence, is in no mood to 
recognize this level. The emergency decrees of Bruening 
are only the beginning, only feelers to get the lay of 
the land. Bruening's regime rests upon the cowardly 
and perfidious support of the social democratic bur- 
eaucracy which in its turn depends upon the sullen, 
half-hearted support of a section of the proletariat. 
The system based on bureaucratic decrees is unstable, 
unreliable, temporary. Capitalism requires another, 
more decisive policy. The support of the. social dem- 
ocracy with its one eye ever cocked on its own work- 
ers, is not only insufficient for its purposes, but has 
already become irksome. The period of half-way- 
measures has passed. In order to try to find a way 
out, the bourgeoisie must absolutely rid itself of the 
pressure exerted by the workers' organizations, these 
must needs be eliminated, destroyed, utterly crushed. 
At this juncture, the historic role of Fascism begins. 
It sets on its feet those classes that are immediately 
above the proletariat and who are ever in dread of 
being forced down into its ranks ; it organizes and 
■militarizes them at the expense of finance capital, un- 
der the cover of the official government, and it directs 
them to the extirpation of proletarian organizations, 
from the most revolutionary to the most conservative. 
Fascism is not merely a system of reprisals, of 
brutal fore*, and of police terror. Fascism is a parti- 
cular governmental system based on the uprooting of 
all elements of proletarian democracy within bourgeois 
society. The task of Fascism lies not only in destroy- 
ing the Communist advance guard but in holding the 
entire class in a state of forced disunity. To this end 
the physical annihilation of the most revolutionary 
section of the workers does not suffice. It is also nec- 
essary to smash all independent and voluntary or- 
ganizations, to demolish all the defensive bulwarks of 
the proletariat, and to uproot whatever has been 
achieved during three quarters of a century by the 
social democracy and the trade unions.. For, in the last 
analysis, the Communist party also bases itself on 
these achievements. 

The social democracy has prepared all the condi- 
tions necessary for the triumph of Fascism. But by 
this fact it has also prepared the stage for its own 
political liquidation. It is absolutely correct to place 
on the social democrats the responsibility for the emer- 
gency legislation of Bruening as well as for the im- 
pending danger of Fascist savagery. It is absolute 
balderdash to identify social democracy with Fasc- 
ism. 



By its policies during the revolution of 1848, the 
liberal bourgeoisie prepared the stage for the triumph 
of counter revolution, which in turn emasculated lib- 
eralism. Marx and Engels lashed the German liberal 
bourgeoisie no less sharply than Lasalle did, and 
their criticism was more profound than his. But when 
the Lassalleans dumped the feudal counter-revolution 
together with the liberal bourgeoisie into "one reac- 
tionary mass", Marx and Engels were justly outraged 
by this false ultra-radicalism. The erroneous posi- 
tion of the Lasalleans turned them on several occa- 
sions into involuntary aids of the monarchy, despite 
the general progressive nature of their work, which 
was infinitely more important and consequential than 
the achievements of liberalism. 

The theory of "social Fascism" reproduces the 
basic error of the Lassalleans on a new historical back- 
ground. After dumping Rational Socialists and soc- 
ial democrats into one Fascist pile, the Stalinist bur- 
eaucracy flies headlong into such activities as backing 
the Hitler referendum ; which in its own fashion is 
in no wise superior to Lassalle's alliances with Bis- 
marck. 

In the present phase, German Communism in its 
struggle against the social democracy must lean on 
two inseparable facts: (a) the political responsibility 
of the social democracy for the strength of Fascism; 
(b) absolute irreconciliability between Fascism and 
those workers' organizations on which the social dem- 
ocracy itself depends. 

The contradictions within German capitalism have 
at present reached such a state of tension that an 
explosion is inevitable. The adaptability of the soc- 
ial .democracy has reached that limit beyond which 
hes self-annihilation. The mistakes of the Stalinist 
bureaucracy have reached that limit beyond which lies 
catastrophe. Such is the three-fold formul* that 
characterizes the situation in Germany. Everything 
is now poised on the razor edge of a knife. 

When of necessity one must follow conditions in 
Germany through newspapers that arrive almost a 
week late; when one must allow another week before 
manuscripts may bridge the gap between Constantino- 
ple and Berlin; after which additional weeks must pass 
before the pamphlet reaches its public, involuntarily 
the question arises, "Won't it be altogether too late? 
And each time one answers oneself:. No 1 The 
armies that are drawn up for battle are too collossal 
that one need fear a simultaneous settlement of the 
issue at the speed of greased lightning. The strength 
logic of facts will make itself heard more imperiously 
of the German proletariat has not been drained. Its 
powers have not as yet been brought into play. The 
logic of facts will make itself heard more imperiously 
with every passing day. And this justifies the auth- 
or's attempt to add what he has to say even if it is 
delayed a few weeks, i. e., an entire historical period. 

The Stalinist bureaucracy came to the conclusion 
that it would be able to complete its labors more peace- 
fully were the author of these pages confined in Prin- 
kipo. It obtained from the government of Herman 
Mueller, the social democrat, a refusal or a visa for 
. . . "a menshevik'Vin this instance the united front 
was established without any wavering or delay. To- 
day, in official Soviet publications, the Stalinists are 
broadcasting the news that I am "defending" Bruen- 
ing's government in accordance with an agreement 
made with the social democracy, which in return is 
pulling strings to allow me the right of entry into 
Germany. Instead of becoming indignant over such 
viciousness, I permit myself to laugh at its stupidity. 
But I must cut short my laughter, for time is pressing. 

There cannot be the slightest doubt that the course 
of events will demonstrate the correctness of our posi- 
tion. But in what manner will history demonstrate 
its proof: Through the catastrophe of the Stalinist 
faction, or through the victory of Marxist policies? 

Therein lies at present the crux of the entire ques- 
tion. (This question is the question of the fate of 
the German nation, and not of its fate alone. 

* 



The problems that are analyzed in this pamphlet did 
not originate yesterday. It is nine years now since 
the leadership of the Comintern has busied itself with 
the revaluation of values and with disorganizing the 
advance guard of the international proletariat by 
means of tactical convulsions which in their totality 
fall under the label of "the general line". The Rus- 
sian Left Opposition (Bolshevik-Leninists) was form- 
ed not only because of Russian problems but also be- 
cause of international ones. Among these, the pro- 
blems of the revolutionary development in Germany 
occupied by no means the last place. Sharp diver- 
gences on this subject date back from 192IJ. - During 
the succeeding years the author of these pages spoke 
more than once on these debatable questions. A con- 
siderable portion of my critical works has been pub- 
lished in German. The present pamphlet is in its turn 
a contribution to the theoretical and political work 
of the Left Opposition. Much that is mentioned 
hereafter only in passing was in its time submitted to 
detailed analysis. Therefore I must needs refer my 
readers for particulars to my books, the draft pro- 
gram of the Comintern — A Criticism of Funda- 
mentals, the strategy of the world revolution, 
the permanent revolution, etc. Mow, at the time 
when these divergences appear before everybody in the 
light of a great historical task, it is possible to estimate 
their origins much better and more profoundly. For 
the serious revolutionary, for the true Marxist such a 
study is absolutely essential. Ecclectics live by means 
of episodic thoughts and improvisations that originate 
under the impact of events. Marxist cadres capable 
of leading the proletarian revolution are trained only 
by the continual and successive working out of pro- 
blems and disputes. 

jpmnkifo, January 27, 1932 — L. TROTSKY. 
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The trial of the three marine work- 
ers, which was interrupted for a week 
on account of the illness of Assistant 
District Attorney Capazollt, was resumed 
Monday In the court of General Ses- 
sions Wo. 1 before Judge Alien. With 
sis witnesses for the prosecution already 
examined, the contentions of the state 
are already before the Jury. The great 
conspiracy announced last November, 
with such a fireworks of publicity and 
cries of the red terror, Is taking on the 
character of ft farce at the trial. The 
gigantic "dynamite plot" to "blow up the 
shipping" in the New York harbor has 
dwindled down In the actual testimony 
to the claim that the defendants were 
responsible in some way or another for 
a leak about the size of a quarter which 
was discovered in the bottom of a worn 
out sand and gravel barge. 

The first witness was John Schimmel, 
night watchman on the barge "Anthony", 
owned by the O'Boyle Transportation 
Company, a non-union concern and com- 
plainant In the case. Schimmel testi- 
fied that on November 4, 1931, at about 
one o'clock In the morning, he heard a 
noise that brought Wm on deck* to in- 
vestigate. Finding nothing there, he 
went to the hold of the boat and dis- 
covered a small hole through which 
water was entering. He also- claimed 
that a man, whom he now "identifies" 
as Bunker, called to him from the pier 
to which the boat was moored and asked 
him if he had a place to sleep that night. 
On cross examination it was brought out 
that the only light on the boat was a 
kerosenB lamp on the cabin TO or 80 feet 
from the place where he was standing. 
There were no lights on tie pier, and 
the only street lights were more than 
500 feet away. In addition to these dif- 
ficulties in the way of positive Identi- 
fication under the circumstances, it was 
brought out In cross-examination that 
Schimmel was both hard at hearing and 
afflicted with poor eyesight. It was 
also shown that he was a non-union man, 
working for a $1 a day. He was once 
a member of the Tidewater Boatmen's 
Union, he said, but admitted he had been 
"always in trouble with thein" and 
thought "unions were no good". 

The next witness, named Murphy, a 
"runner" for O'Boyle teBtifled that be 
went on board the good ship "Anthony' 
about 2 A, M. on November 4tb and went 
into the hold to examine the leak. He 
found it stuffed up with some material. 
He also said there was some water In. 
tbe hold, although on cross-examination, 
he admited that he had inspected the 
boat on the previous day found water 
in the hold on that occasion. This wit- 
ness also "found" a battery and some 
wires and an old alarm clock, which 
were put in evidence as the Instruments 
with which the shipping in the harbor 
was to be blown up. 

The testimony of Shlmmel, the dollar 
a day hero who had positively Identified 
Bunker, was further discredited by the 
cross, examination of Scarr, of the U. 8. 
Weather Bureau, New York District. As 
Scarr testified that at 2 A. M. on the 
day in question, there was a waning 
moon, and that a shadow east by a per- 
son standing in front of the moon, as 
it was established the man whom Schim- 
mel "identified" as Bunker stood, would 
be hard to recognize. 

John Hickey, the manager of the O'- 
Boyle Transportation Company, who has 
been one of the leading fighters against 
the union in the barbor, gave a touching 
display of innocence and of disinterest- 
edness in the labor side of the ease. 
It was brought out, on cross-examina- 
tion, that he has acted as a State's wit- 
ness in many cases. He "didn't know" 
If he had any union men in his employ, 
but admitted Chat he paid less than the 
union scale. He didn't know anything 
about the unions on the water front. 
"The police", he said, "should know 
about them." He had never been heard 
of the I. T: B. U. before. 

This man, who gets a salary of $4500 
a year for his efficiency as a union 
smasher, admitted on cross-examination 
that he gave money to Hoyie, who is 
regarded as the provocateur in the case. 
The cross examination of defense at- 
torney Peter L. F. Sabbatino and the 
bizzare explanations of the witness on 
this point, evoked a lot of merriment 
In the court room. Hickey, who has 
never been known as a spendthrift, got 
a fit of magnanimity on the day that 
the defendants were" arraigned. Hoyle, 
he said, asked him for a quarter for 
clgaretes. But big-hearted Hickey open- 
ed his pocketbook and handed him a 
bill, with the remark — so he said— 
"share it with the other boys." — the un- 
ion men whom he is trying to railroad. 
The next witness was Lieutenant Leon- 
ard of the Harbor Police Squad. He 
admitted, by way of confirmation, you 
might say, of Hickey's contention that 
the union was no way involved — that 
the headquarters of the I. T. B. U. had 
been raided, a police padlock put on the 
door, and the files taken to police head- 
quarters. Leonard knew, he said, that 
the defendants were union men but 
"didn't know anything about the Tide- 
water Boatmen's union or any other 
union on the water front." 

Further ignorance of any connection 
of unionism with the prosecution was 
exhibited by detective Boile, who said 



he examined Hoyle "in a little room" at 
the police station and. "got a statement 
frojn him." Boile knew nothing what- 
ever about unions on the water front, he 
said, and had never beard of the I". T. 
B. U., nor of the defendants. 

As The Militant goes to press the trial 
Is still in progress, and is expected to 
continue for at least another week. The 
Marine Workers' Defense Committee is 
appealing for financial support for the 
expenses of the legal defense. The Com- 
munist League, which is affiliated with 
the Defense Committee, decided at its 
last meeting to concentrate its activities 
in the next ten days on the raising of 
funds for the defense. The address of 
the Marine Defense Committee is 82 East 
10th St., to which contributions should 
be sent. 
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Scottsboro Verdict Must Be Smashed 



The six -to-one' decision of the Alabama 
Supreme Court upholding the death 
sentences of sev,en of the nine Scottsboro 
prisoners is a class verdict. It is nec- 
essary only briefly to review the case 
to prove this and to give the lie to the 
N. A. A. C. P. sabotagers, the socialists 
and their liberal supporters like the New 
Republic, all of whom have claimed that 
the verdict of guilty and sentence of 
death were the result of the hatred stir- 
red up by the agitation of the Commun- 
ists. 

The nine Negro boys on their way to 
look for work were taken off a freight 
train and charged with stealing a ride. 
But, upon the subsequent discovery on 
the train of two white girls, the <-1i:nge 
was changed forthwith to rape, which, 
in Alabama, is a capital crime. 



powerful social democratic trade unions with impotent 
groups of bourgeois "republicans" which have lost 
entirely the support of the people and all confidence 
in themselves. When it comes to fighting, cadavers 
are worthless, but they come in handy to keep the liv- 
ing from fighting. Their bourgeois allies serve the 
social democratic leaders as a bridle around the necks 
of the workers' organizations. We must fight ! We 
must fight! . . . but that is only empty talk. With 
God's help, everything will be settled ultimately with- 
out any bloodshed. Is it possible that the Fascists 
will really decide to stop talking and get down to 
business? They, the social democrats, never so much 
as ventured on such a course, and they, the social 
democrats, arc no worse than other people. 

In case of actual danger, the social democracy banks 
not on the "Iron Front" but on the Prussian police. 
It is reckoning without its host! The fact that the 
police was originally recruited in large numbers from 
among social democratic workers is absolutely mean- 
ingless. Consciousness is determined by environment 
even in this instance. The worker who becomes a 
policeman in the service of the capitalist state, is a 
bourgeois cop, not a worker. Of late years these 
policemen have had to do much more fighting with rev- 
olutionary workers than with Nazi students. Such 
training does not fail to leave its effects. And above 
all: every policeman knows that though governments 
may change, the police remains. 

In its new-year's issue, the theoretical organ of the 
social democracy, "Das Freie Wort" (what a wretched 
sheet!), prints an article in which the policy of "tol- 
eration", is expounded in its highest sense. Hitler, it 
appears, can never come into power against the police 
and the Reichswehr. Npw, according to the con- 
stitution, the Reichswehr is under the command of the 
president of the Republic. Therefore Fascism, it fol- 
lows, is not dangerous so long as a president faithful 
to the constitution remains at the head of the govern- 
ment. Bruening*s regime must be supported until the 
presidential elections so that a constitutional president 
may then be elected, through an alliance with the par- 
liamentary bourgeoisie; and thereby Hitler's road to 
power will be blocked for another seven years. The 
above is, as given, the literal context of the article*. 
A mass party, leading millions (toward socialism!) 
holds that the question as to which class will come 
to "power in present day Germany, which is shaken to 



WHAT NEXT? - by Leon Trotsky 

Chapter 1: The Role or the German Social Democracy 

The "iron front" Is essentially a bloc of numerically ] its very foundations, depends not on the fighting 

strength of the German proletariat, not on the shock 
troops of Fascism, not even on the personnel of the 
Reichswehr; but on whether the pure spirit of the 
Weimar constitution (along with the required quan- 
tity of camphor and naphthalene) will be installed in 
the presidential palace. But suppose the spirit of 
Weimar, in a well-known situation, recognize, together 
with Bethmann-Hollweg, that "necessity knows no 
law", what then? Or suppose the perishable substance 
of the spirit of Weimar falls asunder at the most un- 
toward moment, despite the camphor and naphthalene, 
what then? And what if . . . but there is no end to 
such questions. 

The politicians of reformism, these dexterous wire- 
pullers, artful intriguers and careerists, expert par- 
liamentary and ministerial machinators are no sooner 
thrown out of their habitual sphere by the course of 
events ; no sooner are they placed face to face with 
momentous contingencies than they reveal themselves 
to be — there is no milder expression for it — inept 
boobs. 

To rely upon a president is only to rely upon "the 
government'. Faced with the impending clash be- 
tween the proletariat and the Fascist petty bourgeoisie 
—two camps which together comprise the crushing 
majority of the German nation — these Marxists from 
the "Vorwarts" yelp for the night watchman to come 
to their aid, "Help! Government exert pressure!" 
(Staat, greif zu!). Whieh means, "Bruening, please 
don't force us to defend ourselves with the might of 
workers' organizations, for this will only arouse the 
entire proletariat; and then the movement will rise 
above the bald-pates or our party leadership: begin- 
ning as anti-Fascist, it will end Communist. 

To this Bruening could reply, unless he preferred 
silence: "With the police force I could not handle 
Fascism even if I wanted to; but I wouldn't even if 
I could. Setting the Reichswehr in motion means only 
splitting the Reichswehr, if not throwing it altogether 
against us. But what is most important is that the 
turning of the bureaucratic apparatus against the 
Fascists would mean untying the hands of the work- 
ers, restoring their full freedom of action: the con- 
sequence would be precisely those which you, social 
democrats, dread so much, and which I accordingly 
dread twice as much." 

The effect which the appeals of the social democracy 
produce on the state apparatus, on the judges, the 
Reichswehr and the police cannot fail to be just the 
opposite to the one desired. The most "loyal" func- 
tionary, the most "neutral", the least bound to the 
social democracy can reason only thus: "Millions are 
behind the social democrats ; enormous resources are 
in their hands: the press, the parliament, the munici- 
palities ; their own hides are at stake ; in the struggle 
against the Fascists they are assured of the support 
(Continued on page 4) 



* The article Is signed with the modest initials E. H. They 
should be engraved for posterity. Generations of workers 
have ndt labored in vain. Great revolutionary thinkers and 
fighters did not journey over this earth without leaving' their 
mark. E. H. exists, stays on hie Job, and points the way 
to the German proletariat. 

Evil tongues would have it that B. H. Is closely related 
to E. Hetlmann, who so besmirched himself during the war 
by the most sordid kind of chauvinism. Impossible! What, 
such a lucid head . . . - ? 



The intention of the Southern bour- 
bons to dispatch the boys with all pos- 
sible expedition was clearly revealed by 
the arrangements made for and conduct 
of the trial. It was held on fair day 
in a court house surrounded by a lynch 
mob, held in check by promises from the 
militia that verdicts of guilty would be 
speedily forthcoming. The task of the 
prosecution was made easier by the col- 
laboration of the N. A. A. C. P. "de- 
fense" lawyer who produced no witnesses 
and refused to ask for an acquittal. The 
trial required only three days. The ver- 
dict was guilty. The sentence was death 
by electrocution. The entire elapsed 
time between arrest and conviction was 
only fifteen days. 

The decision of the Supreme Court 
upholds this verdict and sentence. It 
affirms that the trial was fair and im- 
partial. It says that the militia which 
fraternized with the mob while It march- 
ed around the court house sinking the 
Star Spangled Banner and stopping only 
to cheer the verdict of guilty "... was 
notice to everybody that the strong arm 
of the State was there to assure the ac- 
cused of a lawful trial." 

The six robed and dignified justices 
found no ground for reversal In the 
speed of the trial, basing themselves on 
the precedent created in the speedy trial 
and execution of Czolgosz, the assassin 
of McKinley. It is true, they argue, that 
in the Scottsboro case, no one was as- 
sassinated (they intend to accomplish 
this en masse on May 13th); but, they 
say, "... we are of the opinion that 
some things may happen to one worse 
than death and if the evidence is to be 
believed one of these things happened 
to this defenseless woman, Victoria Pric£ 

The verdict of the Supreme Court 
speaks the intention of the capitalist 
class to . make a significant example of 
these boys : to warn the super- exploited, 
suppressed Negro masses of a similar 
fate for all who aspire to political, econ- 
omic and social equality, and dare to 
'struggle for it. It Is the familiar answer 
of the* capitalist class to all working 
class protest — the frame-up. The ver- 
dict is a class verdict. The case is a 
working class issue. 

To this class verdict the working class 
must reply by a united, fighting, mass 
movement. The working class must close 
its ranks. It must say to the capitalist 
class that it will not permit nine of 'its 
members to be electrocuted. Through 
this case the white and black masses 
must begin to achieve the unity indis- 
pensable for the overthrow of capital- 
ism. 

The class verdict must be answered by 
a class fight. 

For this the I. L. D. and C. P. must 
break through the shell of their isola- 
tion They must go to the masses with 
the proposal to unite on this one issue. 

The logic of the situation leads with 
irresistible force to the tactic of the 
united front of working class organiza- 



tions. Who refuses to see this under- 
stands nothing. The I. L. D. must ap- 
peal to all working class organizations 
regardless of political tendency for a 
united front on the one issue of the fight 
for the Scottsboro boys. Concretely, at 
the present stage. This should take the 
form of conferences, to work out sys- 
tematic plans collectively. 

The conferences, to serve this aim, 
cannot he replicas of the "united front" 
of the familiar Stalinist variety. They 
cannot be mechanically controlled. Pre- 
sidiums and committees must be freely 
elected. Freedom of discussion and crit- 
icism must be the rule, not the excep- 
tion. 

Neither the prisoners nor the Commun- 
ists, who alone can lead their fight, have 
anything to lose in such a united front. 
On the contrary, they have everything to 
gain. The cause of the prisoners, and 
with it the influence of the Communists, 
will reach masses of workers now Inac- 
cessible. In the fight the superiority of 
the Communist program will be demon- 
strated. The workers will see this for 
themselves : that is the only way they 
can learn it. 

On the other hand, should the social- 
'ist and progressive leaders and their 
hrethen of all shades and hues refuse 
to enter such a united front, they will 
stand exposed before their own rank 
and file, for what they are. In this way 
they can be made to reveal their true 
nature as misleaders who live on the 
division of the working class. In either 
case the Communists have nothing to 
lose, everything to gain. 

Unfortunately the Centrist opportunists 
who have the leadership of the I. L. D. 
and the C. P. in their hands do not see 
this, do not understand anything. They 
are still obstinately playing with united 
fronts from "below". At the time or this 
writing (Tuesday) they have not made 
any move to build a united working class 
movement. They have issued no call for 
conferences. 

They have limited themselves to a call 
for a demonstration on April 6th. By 
all means let us have the demonstration. 
But also let us begin to build the work- 
ing class movement without delay. 

The execution has been set for (flay 
13th. It may be postponed for a time 
because of the legal appeals. But even 
so there Is not too much time. Mass 
pressure must be brought to bear on the 
Alabama Supreme Court, and, failing 
there, later on the U. S. Supreme Court. 
Mass pressure can give a weight to the 
legal appeal not contemplated by the 
judicial fossils of the jurdlcal system. 

Mass pressure can prevent a second 
Sacco-Vanzetti case, a second Mooney 
case. It must be organized. To this end 
we must work. The Stalinist policy of 
fulmination in the press, without a ser- 
ious mobilization of the masses, wilt not 
avail. The comrades in the party should 
add their voices to that of the Left Op- 
position for the policy of a fighting uni- 
ted front. — T. STAMM. 



Germany after the Presidential Elections 



Open Letter to the CE.C of the U.S.S.R. 



With inevitable delay I learn from 
Pravda of your decision of February 20, 
'1932, depriving me and the members of 
my family sharing with me expulsion, 
exile and work, of the rights of Soviet 
citizenship and forbidding our entry to 
tbe U. .S. S. R. Wherein my "counter- 
revolutionary" activity lies, the decision 
does not say. If w» should discount the 
polemical rituals against "Trotskyism", 
there were cited in the Soviet press 
only two Instances of my supposed ac- 
tivity which could have -been character- 
ized as counter-revolutloary — had they 
actually occurred. 

Pravda of July 2, 1931, carried with 
corresponding commentaries, a photosta- 
tic reproduction of the first page of the 
Polish newspaper Harrier Poidenny con- 
taining an article supposedly by me and 
directed against the Soviet Union. It is 
understood that none of you doubted for 
a moment that this article presents a 
forgery of a filthy sheet, well-known for 
its falsifications. The same newspaper 
shortly thereafter forged documents 
against Gallclan (Ukrantait) revolution- 
aries. Even the bourgeois press, such 



as the Manchester Guardian, at that time 
characterized the Knrrier Podzenny as 

a newspaper which has already distin- 
guished itself by the forgery of an arti- 
cle by Trotsky. I demanded from Pravda 
a factual denial. It did not appear. 
Pravda consciously deceived millions of 
workers, Ted soldiers, sailors and pea- 
sants, lending support under Its own 
name to the forgery of Polish Fascists. 
One cannot but recall that the author of 
these "disclosures" In the Pravda was 
none other than Yaroslavsky, in these 
days one of the supreme guardians of 
party morality. If after that he has suf- 
fered somewhat, it was at any rate cot 
due to the forgery, but rather to its in- 
completeness. 

The second example of my "counter- 
revolutionary" activity, preceded your 
decision only by a few weeks. On Jan- 
uary 16, 1932, the Izvestia of the C. B. C. 
carried a dis.patch from Berlin to the 
effect that I call for the support of the 
Bruening Government, acting in agree- 
ment with the German social democraeq, 
and in particular with Karl Kautsky 
and Alfred Adler (?), and that a visa 



for entry into Germany is promised me 
for this. All this information, in which, 
of course, it is clear to you, there isn't 
a single word of truth, is taken from a 
Berlin reactionary, anti-Semitic sheet 
which one can hardly take into one's 
hands. let alone quote. Not one news- 
paper In Germany attributed any signifi- 
cance to these creative labors of the Ger- 
man Ponrishkevitdlies. Only Izvestia, a 
newspaper formally under yours, the 
Presidium's control, published this ac- 
knowledged ly false information, consci- 
ously deceiving by it millions of citizens 
of the Soviet Union. 

Thus you did not consider it possible 
to adopt your decision before two of the 
most responsible papers of the Soviet 
Onion — the central organ of the party 
and the official organ of the government 
—had deceived the people with the aid 
of forgeries fabricated by Polish and Ger- 
man Fascists. This is a fact which can 
neither be erased nor obliterated. 

But even after such preparations you 
found it necessary, or it was suggested 
to you, that you carefully mask your de- 
cision. This extraordinary measure 
against me especially prepared by the 
latest anti-Trotskylst campaign — I do 
(Continued on page 3) 



BERLIN, March 1933 

The parliamentary battle of March 13 
is over. The results are astonishing. The 
election figures speak a clear language. 
18,600,000 votes for Hindenburg, 11,333,- 
000 for Hitler, 4,970,000 for Thaelmann 
and 2,560,000 for Duesterherg. Tbe Field 
Marshall General almost attained victory 
on the shoulders of enormous sections of 
the working class. The Bruening dicta- 
torship was able to secure a great vic- 
tory. German Fascism was able to near- 
ly double Its number of votes against the 
Reichstag elections of 1930 (6,379,000), 
although the predicted victory of Hitler 
has not been realized. The number of 
votes received by Hugenberg's candidate 
— Duesterherg — Is also relatively high. 
The increase in the vote for the Commun- 
ist party is, on the other hand, astonish- 
ingly small, especially when we take into 
account the tact that participation in 
the elections was greater by 3,000,000 
than in the Reichstag elections of 1930. 
The results in some of the industrial 
districts are especially alarming for the 
proletariat. Thus, for instance, the 
party could not retain the 739,000 votes 
it received in Berlin in 1930, but had to 
contend itself with 685,000. On the 
other hand, the figure for the Hinden- 
buxg-Front rose from 1,170,000 to 1,307,- 
000 and that of the Fascists from 396,000 
to 665,000. In Berlin the party vote fell 

from 27,2 per cent to 23.6 per cent and 
the Nazi vote rose from 14.6 to 22.9 per 
cent, of [he total number of ballots cast. 
Industrial regions like Halle, Duessel- 
dorf, Essen, Dresden, Hamburg, Boch- 
um brought losses for the party and in 
most cases, gains for the Fascists. In 
the workers' section of Wedding, the C. 
P. G. dropped from 99,000 to 90.000, while 
the Hindenburg-Front rose from 87,000 
to 97,000 votes and the Nazis from 21,000 
to 36.000. In the Landtag (provincial 
diet) elections of Neu-Strelltz, the party 
lost 2,000 votes previously 7,000, now 
5,000) and the S. P. G. gained 1,400 votes. 
The conditions preceding the elections 

1 were full of promise for an absolute 
growth of the Communist movement. The 
economic crisis has reached an unpreced- 

, entedly low level. It produces its effects 



in the tremendously large unemployment 
figures (6,0000,000) in the shutting down 
of factories, mass dismissals, bank crash- 
es and export decline. The economic ex- 
ploitation of the working class increases 
from day to day, wage cutting goes on 
unabated. Unemployment relief has al- 
most reached the point of total suspen- 
sion. Only a few pithy crumbs remain 
of all the social legislation. The poli- 
tical oppression of the working class 
has its expression in the rule of the 
Bruening dictatorship. Emergency de- 
crees, one following on top of the other, 
are directed exclusively against the toil- 
ing masses. The right of assembly, the 
right to strike have been suspended. War 
is looming up as a reality. The general 
war danger is more immediate than ever 
before. Aside from the economic col- 
lapse. of the capitalist system, aside from 
the economic and political reaction, 
there is the S. P. G. joining the front 
of the reactionaries, there is its support 
in the election of Field. Marshall Hind- 
enburg, against whom it fought in 1925 
as the representative of monarchism and 
war. On the other hand there is the 
tremendous advantage for the Commun- 
ists In the successes of socialist construc- 
tion in the Soviet Union and in the fact 
that there is only one working class 
candidate nominated for the elections — 
Thaelmann. Despite these unbelievably 
favorable circumstances, the C. P. G. 
has not been able to make any progress. 
Why was it possible for the S. P. G. 
leaders to convince overwhelming masses 
of workers of the necessity of the policy 
of the "lesser evil"? The S. P. G. lead- 
ers succeeded in restricting the question 
of the decisive struggle between Fasc- 
ism and proletariat to the sphere of par- 
liaments!^ contest. They could succeed 
in this only because the C. P. G. and 
along with it, the proletariat, is Incap- 
able of conducting an extra -parliament- 
ary struggle, for the workers organized 
in the S. P. O. and the trade unions, It 
was not a matter of a choice in which 
they are faced with the prospect of a 
C. P. G. armed with a tremendous influ- 
ence, prepared for an extra- parliament- 
ary struggle, ready to defeat Fascism 
(Continued on page 3) 
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Hearst's Program and the Petty Bourgeoisie 



The middle bourgeoisie is pressed bet- 
ween the two great contending classes of 
today, the capitalist and working classes. 
It is finding its position more precarious 
hs the contradictions between socialized 
production and capitalist appropriation 
increase. The deepening crisis is causing 
them to move, and' at present they are 
running around in circles. American 
capitalism ■ is concentrating and central- 
izing the industrial and financial struc- 
ture fo a "higher" level. This squeezes 
the middle-class Lo a greater degree be- 
tween the embryo battle formations of 
the eapiaflists and the workers. 

One phase of the middle-class reaction 
to this development is expressed through 
the Hearst program. The Hearst papers 
advocate 1"> jKtints as their program for 
America. It clearly reflects the contra- 
dict ions of the middle class and at the 
same time shows that the imperialist of- 
fensive pulls in its wake this chain of 
papers for its own ends. The few sngar- 
ooated measures turn out to be walls 
which the reformers hope to erect be- 
tween the Communist forces and the 
working class. The burden, in prevent- 
ing the building of these walls, rests 
upon the Communist I'arty by means of 
a correct Marxian struggle for immedi- 
ate demands as against a reformist pol- 
icy. 
Wants Cheap, Efficient Government 
Four of the fifteen measures are ad- 
vocated for the purpose of obtaining a 
more centralized, cheap, efficient Gov- 
ernment. They call for proportional re- 
presentation in the 1'nited States Senate 
which would give the middle class and 
small industrialist a better hand at fight- 
ing the monopolies and trusts. They 
advocate the abolition of the electoral 
college. They want to end the lame duck 
sessions so that the new president and 
congress can sit right after elections. 
They want the modification of the Vol- 
stead Act. These measures would cen- 
tralize, cheapen and make more efficient 
the Government apparatus. Where on 
the one hand, (Tie demand for propor- 
tional representation in Congress is in- 
tended to satisfy the big capitalists, the 
modification of the Volstead Act, on the 
other hand, is designed for the workers 
in order to catch their votes. The A. 
F. of I,. bureaucracy and a large section 
of the workers are swept behind the 
middle class attempt to stem the tide 
by these measures. 

The Middle Class Demands 
One plank, "Honest friendship with 
all nations — entangling alliances with 
none," is the worn-out attempt to pull 
the results of the productive forces of 
American capitalism back into the na- 
tional boundaries. This plank is hope- 
lessly reactionary and Utopian. It can 
only stir up the nationalism «f the ex- 
ploiting rulers, playing upon the "pa- 
triotism" of the working cia^s and mid- 
dle class youth, and paying the way for 
a nationalism that develops into danger- 
ous proportion as the crises deepens — 
dangerous against the working class. 

The middle class is not so dumb that, 
they do not see the effects of the crises 
and trend of imperialism agajnst the 
workers. And. knowing that an aroused 
and class- conscious working class may 
tip over the boat and spill all the pro- 
fits, they move certain measures as re- 
forms. These reforms have the purpose 
of creating, instead of a class-conscious 
proletariat, a contented and docile, Am- 
erican working class. They propose such 
things as a thirteen month calendar, with 
all holidays falling on Saturday, and a 
five day week. Hut if all holidays fall 
on « Sturdily it will cut from under the 
five day week. The middle class needs 
a docile class in order to reap profits in 
all their avenues of exploitation. They 
want a Secretary of Education, and Fed- 
eral control of education. All in .all, 
reforms from the fop in order to head 
off the pressure of the workers from be- 
low. Far sighted middle class politicians 
see the writing on the wall that the 
blind "Sfalinites cannot see. The slogan 
for the Six Hour day and the Five Day 
week with no reduction of pay— a class 
slogan of first, .magnitude for immediate 
demands, that can be turned against the 
capitalist class and cement together a 
largti section of our own class — has been 
snatched up and exploited by the middle 
cjus.s reformers because the Stalinites 
don't understand the differences between 
a revolutionary struggle for immediate 
demands and a reformist utilization of 
them. 

Jingoism breaks Through 
Three of the measures are outright 
Jingofst planks, natural sequences of 
Hearst's past Mexican campaign and his 
present Japanese campaign. Hearst 
wants the French and English West In- 
dies as part payments of debts. He 
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wants the Nicaragua Canal to be started 
at once for commerce and defense. He 
wants the army, navy and aviation under 
a Secretary of National Defense. An un- 
broken bridge spans Pacifism, Jingoism 
and Imperialism. Each serves its pur- 
pose in a different way, but all for the 
same end, 

A Dangerous Stalinist Slogan 
In the workers ranks also opportunism 
makes strange bed-fellows. The Social 
Democratic leaders ployed their role in 
this evolution in 1914. In America where 
pacifism wants the, I'nited States to boy- 
cott Japan for her present acts in China, 
the Stalinists want us io expel the 
Japanese representatives in America. It 
is true the Stalinites have not travelled 
the road as far as the Social Democrats 
.did in the last war, but it was just such 
a way that led the Social Democrats on 
the path to social-patriotism— by seeing 
the worst imperialist, not at. home, but 
across the border. The Marxists fight 
against all imperialists but FIRST and 
at all times against "their own". It is 
our special and ]»litical task to unmask 
the treacherous and despicable role of 
American Imperialism in the Far East, 
in the League of Nations, in the disarma- 
ment conference and at home. 

One measure of the Hearst program 
calls for a five billion federal loan for 
public works. This measure, as well as 
others, has enabled him to corral large 
numbers of workers. Hearst is against 
the Hankers dole in the form of the two 
billion d/illar credit pool, and he is 
against a dole (social insurance) for the 
workers; but he wants a dole of five 
billion that would be divided among the 
exploiters with it goodly shore going to 
the middle class and a few crumbs for 
the workers, 

Anti -Working Class Program 
The three remaining planks we have 
not yet spoken of are so clearly anti- 
working class measures that even the 
blind could recognize them. Hearst 
wants a federal tax and excise fax to 
replace the income tax. True, workers 
must keep their eyes on the point of 
production and not devote too much time 
to heating down the cost of living. They 
must keep their eyes on the relation of 
forces between the classes. Hut the 
capitalist class can use the lever of taxes 
and prices and currency manipulations 
to further worsen the workers' condi- 
tions. And at. this stage, the sales tax, 
just like inflation, will take its toll 
among the workers. 

Hearst want- selective immigration and 
deportation of "undesirable" aliens, etc. 
Yes, Hearst is longing for the "good old 
past", for the docile American born 
worker, who was satisfied with a "full 
dinner pail''. The Hearst program only 
shows some of the many contradictions 
of the middle class, in resisting tiie en- 
croachments of the big capitalists they 
make a gesture loward the workers. In 
fear of the militancy of the working 
class, they support the most reactionary 
measures. Between these two great 
classes, the workers and the capitalists, 
the middle class* is fighting for its life. 
The stronger the pressure from either 
side the greater the' contradict ion in their 
camp. The Hearst program is aiming 
both ways, but ends, — as all centre forces 
must end — by helping the strongest 
forces in the struggle: and si nee' capital- 
ism and iiii]x>rialisiii is at present on the 
offensive, the independent middle class 
action, in its own special way, works 
against the proletariat. 

—HUGO OKHLKlt. 



■■-■ LETTERS FROM THE MILITANTS « 



Among 1 the Drug Clerks 

is the leadership of the T. U. U.'l.., 
and especially, of the Medical Workers 
Union aware that a Drug Clerk's Union 
was recently organized under the guard- 
ianship of the A. F. of L. reactionaries, 
and is already counting close to 400 
members in its ranks'? 

I read the Daily Worker every day, 
Irfut I failed to "discover" in its news 
columns any mention of the existence of 
such an organization as the Drug Clerk's 
Union. 

Was it printed in sncli infinitely small 
type that only a microscope of an ap- 
preciable magnifying power could detect 
its presence? Is it against the principles 
of Communist theory and practice to 
divulge news concerning reactionary and 
reformist trade unions? Or are these 
"leaders" so preoccupied with building 
socialism in one country, that such trifles 
are apt to escape their "vigilant, eye"? 

This "infantile disorder" of ignoring 
reactionary trade unions, which had 
afflicted German Communism in its in- 
fancy and against which Lenin had so 
vehemently fought, has since Lenin's 
death relapsed and appeared again in a 
different form, but pathologically, identi- 
cal. It has appeared in the form of "so- 
cial Fascism" "united front, from below 
only" and other consequential complica- 
tions. These acute infantile disorders 
have, under the personal supervision of 
"Doc" Stalin, developed into a gangren- 
ous sore permeating the blood stream of 
the fighting organ of the proletariat with 
the toxins of "social Fascism" and other 
related toxins and thus isolating it from 
the living body — the working masses. 

It Is obvious that a trade union policy 
flowing from such an attitude towards 
reactionary and reformist trade unions 
is fatal to the vanguard and the revolu- 
tionary movement ; , the terrible conse- 
quences of such a policy are being daily 
registered on the pages of the history of 
not only the American revolutionary 
movement but of that in all countries 
where Stalinists arc In the leadership. 

The medical Workers Union has, not 
long ago, made an atempt to organize 
the drug clerks. It failed. Has this 
fact ever been disclosed in the official 
party press? No. Why not? 

Is not there anything at all* for the 
revolutionary unions to learn from such 
an attempt? 

The mere fact that the dreadful situa- 
tion of the drug clerk and the chaotic 
condition in the pharmaceutical industry 
has never been analyzed and a program 
of action has never been discussed, in 
the party press, is sufficient, evidence 
that the attempt at the organization of 
the drug clerks by the Medical Workers 
Union was unprepared, without a clear 
perspective and program. Hence its 
failure. This error is, of course, not 
new in the annals of the Stalinist lead- 
ership. From this point of view, one 
mighK excuse them for betng silent — but 
what about the drug clerks who are 
driven by this error into the A. F. of L. 
camp where certain defeat awaits them? 
Among other things ihe Daily Worker 
should throw open its columns for an ^all- 
sided discussion of the drug clerk pro- 
blem. A program of action flowing from 
tho actual conditions existing in the 
pharmaceutical industry and not from 
the heads of the leaders of the Medical 
Worker's Industrial Union fo he worked 
out for the revolutionary drug clerks 
inside A. F. of L. drug clerk union. 

—J. D. 
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ATTENTION, MINNEAPOLIS 
SUBSCRIBERS! ' 

All Minneapolis readers of Tlie Mili- 
tant, especially those whose subscriptions 
have expired, may expect a visit from 
one of our Militant buii.iers team who 
are hot after subs and renewals. If your 
sub has not yet expired, they will supply 
you with the name and address of a 
needy worker who will benefit by a sub. 
Will you cooperate with our committee? 

—CARL COtWL, Secy. 



As we turn the corner to speed down 
the second third of the drive there be- 
gins to loom before us— June 1st — -on 
which date the drive closes. And behind 
Juno 1st looms darkly the period of the 
summer recession. Against their inex- 
orable approach we are able to record 
this week some progress over last, week's 
report. The standing of new and re- 
newed sulis, and new bundle orders is as 
follows: New York — IT; Minneapolis — Ti; 
Boston— 4 : Chicago — 3 ; St. Louis — 1 ; 
Newark — 1 ; Philadelphia — 1 ; Misc. — 12 ; 
New bundle orders: Chicago— 2; Newark 
— 1. 

The staff of Militant builders is now 
a little larger and reads as follows: A. 
Konikov — 4 ; J. Cartel' — 1 ; W. Curran — 
1 ; C. Cowl — 1 ; Zalmauoff — 1 ; — L. Basky 
— 1 ; K. Sncharow — 1. 

What our comrades and sympathizers 
must realize is the necessity, the abso- 
lute and sheer necessity, of building the 
circulation of The Militant. On Sept. 29. 
1031 comrade Trotsky in sending greet - 
gings to EI Soviet wrote, "The resolution 
does not wait. Woe to those that lag 
behind. With all my heart I wish you 
may not prove to be lagging behind." 
Croat struggles are preparing in the IT. 
S. The German situation is developing 
toward a decisive historical moment. In 
Spain further revolutionary struggles are 
inevitable. We must not, dare not lag 
behind. 

We must strive with all our power to 
reach a wider and ever wider circle of 
Left wing and working class militants. 
We must penetrate with The Militant 
deeper into the party and its auxiliaries, 
into all working class organizations. The 
technique for doing this is worked out: 
literature premiums, combined subscrip- 
tion, rates, special rates for bundle or- 
ders, a special 2;'ie sub for eight Issues, 
and free mass distributions postpaid to 
the distributor. 

Now : in addition to these inducements 
we are able to offer a political induce- 
ment which in conjunction with the 
others should be decisive for subscriber 
and subscription getter alike. We refer 
to the series of extracts from comrade 
Trotsky's new work on Germany, What 
Next? appearing in The Militant. 



At the present time there is a wide- 
spread awl intense interest in the Ger- 
man situation. The eyes of the inter- 
national working class are instinctively 
fixed on Germany to see what will be 
the outcome of the struggle there. In 
the fire of the class struggle the lines 
of Stalinism and the International Left 
Opposition are being weighed and tested. 

Now before the decisive moment, we 
must forward more energetically the 
point of view of the Left Opposition. We 
must, spread our press. Workers every- 
where will read it. They want fo know 
the truth about the German situation. 

This series of extracts must be made 
the central inducement, in a really inten- 
sive and sustained drive to get new 
subs, renewals, new bundle orders and 
make mass distributions. If every com- 
rade and sympathizer will do his part 
we will bound forward. 

We give here again the literature pre- 
miums: with each one year sub or re- 
newal of $2.00 a free copy of the Per- 
manent Revolution by comrade Trotsky, 
or a free one year sub to Young . Spar- 
tacus; with each half year sub or renew- 
al of $1.00 a free copy of the Strategy 
of She World Revciuti«n. by comrade 
Trotsky ; with each trial sub of thirteen 
issues for 50c a free copy of one of our 
10c pamphlets. 



MINNEAPOLIS STANDING 

The rival Militant builders teams of 
Minneapolis (whom we will call Ranga- 
fangs vs. Ringtails) have both held their 
secret meetings and outlined their plans 
of. action. Both plans are suspiciously 
alike, and there is mutual recrimination 
about every scout getting reports, etc. 
The rules of the contest provide that 
subs for all Left Opposition organs count 
as points, the unit being the dollar. All 
-subs, after being reported to the team 
captains, who keep a record, goes through 
the hands of conira.de Coover, the branch 
treasurer. He counts and credits the 
points and sends them in. 
At this writing, the standing of the teams 
is roughly : Team 1 1 Dunn, captain — 5 
points; Team II: Curran, captain — 7 
points. This does not include two new 
newstands secured by Team II. 



' It would be ipiite proper, though un- 
necessary, io attempt to describe or an- 
alyze the general conditions — unemploy- 
ment, hunger and wage cuts — on New 
York's waterfront separately from fhose 
of other sections of the city or apart 
from conditions in other basic industries. 
But I hey are not much different from 
anywhere else, and when one reads in the 
leading article of the only revolutionary 
workers' paper on the waterfront, the 
Marine Workers' Voice,' that the sailors 
ami longshoremen are not suffering as 
much as their fellow workers ii] .other 
bask- industries, then surely one Is in- 
clined fo rake notice of 'it and to look 
around for evidence for such a statement. 
The same Hay B. Hudson, who "with 
other "delegates" to the Soviet Cnion 
lasi fall was depeatcdly embarassed by 
Russian workers with the question : "Who 
elected you';" and who upon fnrlher in- 
vestigation was forced to admit that the 
"delegates'' were not at all elected but 
rather "selected" (bis own admission in 
the Daily Worker of March 2fi) has the 
.nerve to step out and insult the seamen 
by saying that the American mr.rine 
worker is exempt from general suffering 
and has not felt the crisis as acutely as 
the other workers! To quote him in the 
semi-yearly Voice (March- Apr it issue) 
". . . it is of importance to note that 
no general wage cut has been made in 
the marine industry. The marine work- 
ers have felt the effects of the crisis less 
than any workers in all the basic in- 
dustries. Seamen, de-pite the great un- 
employment, are relatively better off." 

If mm- be true that Hudson himself 
still carries some of the weight he said 
he piled on during his latest visit fo the 
Soviet I'nion. And i| is quite true that 
he has : ince held a soft job in the Na- 
tional Office of the Marine Workers In- 
dustrial I'nion. but how can that, be taken 
as an indication of the prosperity of the 
seamen as a whole? 

Before his di^iarturo for the Soviet 
Cnion, Hudson was made to run around 
the piers and docks as port organizer 
and he saw the conditions at a closer 
range. A! that time he could not find 
words strong enough fo depict Ihe misery 
and starvation of the seamen. Now he 
accepls the chair left vacant by Mink, 
who is, by the way, taking his turn at 
"delegating" to the Soviet Cnion and 
despite the fact that the crisis has be- 
come deeper during the last year and 
the suffering more acute, the swivel 
chairs in the National Office have been 
replenished with new padding and the 
radialor has been put into condition. 

But the unemployed seamen themselves 
know that they are not much better off 
than other workers, that the crisis has 
not diminished any since Hudson's re- 
turn from the I'. S. S. It. They know 
that wajvs have been cut generally and 
even more generally than had been ex- 
pected. They know that graft and brib- 
ery in getting jobs are commonplace, 
that insults and exploitation in the Sea- 
men's Church Institute and the company 
offices are .just as sharp and as heavy 
as in the shore industries. They also 
know that the seaman has to wait in a 
long line before he can register at the 
office window — often all day, before he 
is given his flop ticket, that the distances 
from South Ferry to the "Muni", to 
The "Gold Dust" or to the Brooklyn "Y" 
are slill as hard to tramp with worn-out 
shoes and socks as ever. They also know 
that the seaman often has to spend the 
night in freight wagons and dark door- 
ways, just as the jobless uptown. So| 
why these mistatemenfs, this "exception-, 
alism" for the seamen V 

'"The seamen are relatively better off 
thiin other workers". Are the officials 
of the M. W. I. IT. waiting for things to 
become desperate before they make a 
real move to organize the jvaterfront. pro- 
letariat; , 

isuch a "watchful waiting" policy has 
been in evidence for many months. De-' 
spite the fact, that an effort at organi- 
zation is seemingly being made in the 
columns of the Daily Worker in the form 
of editorials and resolutions, the actual 
fact is that the Union has never shown 
less activity and has never been so dis- 
organized as at the present moment. 

Two years ago, when the first conven- 
tion was held and the Union formed, a 
splendid start was made. A good basis 
was at hand. A real representative body 
of seamen was willing to sacrifice time 
and energy in building the I'nion, but 
it seems the party leadership did its best 
to keep it from malting headway. Many 
splendid possibilities for the organization 
of the movement were thrown away. 
Everything of importance was left to 
•'further consideration" and all kinds of 
results were promised by the incoming 
committees, but the ultra-mechanical 
control by the party leadership and the 
incompetency^ of its appointees on the 
National Commitee have throttled the 
activities of the Union until it has be- 
come almost a wreck. 

The leading element and the active 
membership in the I'nion have melted 
away like snow in the springtime. The 
policy of alienating and driving away- 
new elements, promising militants, has 
been going on in full force. The party 
and the appointed officials In the Union 
are sfraid and suspicious of' any new 
members who show leadership qualities 
and gain support from the membership. 
Such members are soon "disciplined" to 
remote parts of the V. s. A. For quite .a 
long time local secretary Johannesen was 
functioning as the driving force on the 
waterfront. He visited incoming ships 
and spoke regularly at the open air meet- 
ings and I'nion Square demonstrations, 
everybody liked his straight forwardness 
before the membership and his fearless- 
ness in dealing with appointed function- 



aries. Suddenly he was transferred to 
Dnluth, to take charge of the paper local 
I here, but the party had a hard time 
to get the New York membership to agree 
to the transfer. 

Only recently Karl Koster was unex- 
pectedly sent to Boston after he had won 
the real support and cooperation of all 
the rank and file members of the Uniou, 
He had just broken all records in in- 
dividual efforts of personally lining up 
more new members aboard the various 
ships in New York harbor, for the Union 
than any one else. A short while after 
his arrival, the hall in Boston was closed 
by the authorities. According to reports, 
Koster, unable to get permission to re- 
turn* to -the New York I<|CaI, has been 
forced to panhandle in the streets of 
lioston. II. Harvey, the National Or- 
ganizer, has turned miner, and the last 
we heard of him was that he was in 
jail in I'iueville, Kentucky for union 
activities. 

So the Union is leader less and for that 
matter, also uiemberless. The defense 
corps around the stove or the element 
that takes care of the large kitten fam- 
ily in tiie hall are hardly able to act 
even as speakers at open forums or as 
. chairmen at membership meetings, let. 
alone cope with real organizational work. 

All f his. .at a time when the party has 
ojK'iied up new headquarters for its 
waterfront section. So far, it has re- 
acted to the new instructions from the 
Ii. I. L. U. fo build up the union only 
by sending delegates fo the various con- 
ferences, more delegates t«) the First of 
May celebration in Moscow and still 
more delegates to the World Vuitf Con- 
gress in Hamburg on May !!0. 

The Union will start functioning again 
only when the party bureaucrats are 
driven to the wall, when the party re- 
turns to the Leninist line, when Inner- 
party democracy is reestablished. This 
alone will breathe the breath of life info 
the Mariue Workers Industrial Union 
again and enable it to gather around the 
nucleus, the leading element of proletar- 
ian lighters who have been exjielled or 
otherwise kept away from the movement. 
Then the conditions of existence them- 
selves will drive the Marine Workers to 
unity and aggressive action. 

A! present, the marine workers should 
see to it that their rights as members 
of the revolutionary working cla>-s and 
of the revolutionary union are fully re- 
spected. Only by a freedom of criticism 
"which makes possible a collective work- 
ing out of our common problems, can the 
marine workers be brought into the line of 
march of their class, toward the con- 
quest of power over capitalism. 

— P .S. 

N.y. Auto Workers 

No other indutsry has suffered as 
much from the economic depression as 
has the automobile industry, with its 
over SO jK>r cent, of unemployment. The 
automobile manufacturers have taken 
full advantage of the situation and have 
cut the wages of the auto workers to the 
lowest level in the history of automobile 
production. 

No organised effort has been made to 
resist the terrible exploitation of the 
automobile workers. The A. F. of 1. 
has time and again passed resolutions to 
organize this field, but it remains un- 
organized. The only exception is New 
York City, where a small local is still 
struggling along. 

On March 1st the automobile bosses in 
New York notified the union that the 
men must accept a -JO per cent wage cut 
or no contract would be signed. More 
than half the members of the union were 
out of work and there was no money 
in the treasury, but the men unanimously 
turned down the proposition and declared 
themselves ready for a struggle. A com- 
mitee was elected to serve notice on the 
auto body manufacturers and was given 
full power to act. 

When the committee met with the 
bosses it announced that the union would 
not accept the cut and that it' was ready 
io fight, it out. This had an immediate 
effect on the employers, and they agreed 
to talk tho matter over, with a view to 
a compromise. Aft er several days of 
bargaining a 20 percent wage cut was 
arrived at. Faced with agreeing to this 
or accepting open shop conditions, the 
committee felt compelled to accept and 
at last a two-year contract was signed 
by both parties. 

Although the 20 percent cut was a set- 
back for the union, it was an unavoidable 
compromise, remembering the 40 per 
cent cut that was first demanded, and 
Ihe unsuccessful attempt of the manufac- 
turers to destroy the union. It was the 
militancy of the union men, that pre- 
vented the destruction of their organiza- 
tion. As matters now stand, there is 
still a nucleus for building up an auto 
workers' union that may some day be a 
power in the industry and not have to 
submit to compromises. 

GADFLY 

Resolution of the 
N.Y. Carpenters' Union 

We have received the following re- 
solution for publication? Further in- 
formation is to follow : 
WHEREAS— The negotiations for the 
coming agreement between tb,e New York 
District Council of Carpenters and the 
employers are now taking place, and such 
an agreement must be in the interests of 
the carpenters, and 

WHEREAS— The application of machin- 
ery and tochnical skill in the building 
industry in general and the woodworking 
industry in particular has for the past 
years permanently and disastrously re- 
duced ■ the necessary man-power, thereby 
necessitating a sharp reduction of work- 
ing hours, and 



WHEREAS— As a* result ot ,,.<; applica- 
tion of snob modern devices and also as 
a result of the present economic crisis 
thousands of men and women have been 
thrown out of work, and unemployment 
among the carpenters has reduced them 
to the point of actual starvation, and 
WHEKEAS— As a result of the present 
improper control of jobs by the Union 
our trade became «o demoralized that 
the carpenters are suffering from such 
evils as overtime work thai is detriment- 
al to the inerests of the members, the 
present system of stewards that has 
proven to be a failure, the present prac- 
tice of hiring and tiring which is conduct- 
ed in a discriminatory way so that a 
'•elected few are steadily employed, leav- 
ing the rest of the .men destitute and 
with no consideration as "to the misery 
they have to face, and 
WIIEliEAS— The above evils can be eli- 
minated only by having a proper and 
centralized control of the jobs hi Ihe 
form of an Employment Bureau that 
controls the hiring of men and carries 
out the rotation of jobs, and that the 
proper control can be had only if a sys- 
tem of shop and job committees is estab- 
lished, and 

WHEREAS — Because of these miserable 
conditions thousands who are unable to 
pay their dues are dropping out of the 
organization and immediate relief must 
be given to them to prevent a t»ial dis- 
integration of the Union, therefore be it 
RESOLVED— That we, the membership 
of Carpenters' Local Union No. 2000, U. 
Ii. of C. & J. of A., assembled in >]x*i;ial 
meeting on February is, l!!:i2, at 247 E. 
S4th Street, New York City, hereby go 
on record for the following: 

Proposals for an Agreement 
With the Employers 

1. .six-hour, five day week on the 

basis of $1.(5.""! ]H-r hour. 

2. Hiring of men to be done through 

the Union Employment Bureau, 
li. Recognition of the shop or job 
committee as ihe representative 
of fhe Union, 

4. Firing to be done only with tho 

approval of said committee. 

5. No man shall work more than six 

bout's a day. 
(a I On overtime no man shall work 
jnore than 3 hours, which equals 
one day's pay. 
(lit The above two points (o apply 
unless no more .men are available 
in the Employment Bureau. 
(J. All overtime to be paid double. 

7. Only union woodwork to be handled 

bv union men. 

8. A suai'uutee bond to be deposited 

by the employers to insure com- 
pliance with the agreement. 
Orangizationai and Relief Demands 

1. Rotation of jobs. 

2. In order' to enforce Ihe rota I ion 
of jobs, the Union shall establish an Em- 
ployment liureau for the whole district, 
fhe Bureau to be composed of rank and 
tile commit lees elected from the locals. 

;;. ^aid liu. nii; Io have a system of 
i castration of all Ihe members. 

4 No man shall be permitted to work 
more hours than constitutes the onion 
work-day. 

it. On overtime no man shall be al- 
lowed to work more than half of the 
specified number of hours that consti- 
tutes the work-day, which enoals a un- 
ion day's iKiy. 

?>. Abolition of the right of the boss 
or for-'iuan to hire and fire. 

7. in order to tight the present s|x*od- 
up system and other evils iji the shops 
and on the jobs, shop and job commit- 
tees fo be elected instead of (he present 
system of stewards appointed by the 
business -a gents. 

N. Firing fo be done only with the 
consent of the shop or job committee, 
which shall be under the sU[>ervIsion of 
the Employment liureau, 

0, A one-year term for District Coun- 
cil Officers and.. Business Agents. 

10. Referendum vote on agreements, 
election of District Council Officers, and 
District Council By-Laws and trade rules. 

11. All officers and functionaries of 
our Union to be subjected to recall by 
;i. majority vote of the members. 

12. Amalgamation of those small locals 
that cannot keep up themselves, and the 
reduction of the salaries of the officers to 
the union scale of wages of the carpent- 
ers in order to effect savings in ex- 
penses. 

IS. All unemployed members to ll> ex- 
empt from paying of dues, and the locals 
to be exempt from paying the per-capita 
faxes for their unemployed members. 

14. To demand Federal Unemployment 
Insurance, 
and be it further 

RESOLVED— That in case the employers 
do not accept the above proposals for 
the agreement, a strike shall be de- 
clared, and be it further 
RESOLVED— That a copy of this resolu- 
tion be sent to the District Council de- 
manding immediate adoption and enforce- 
ment of same, and be it further 
RESOLVED— That the above program be 
spread in all the locals in the District 
for their consideration and endorsement. 



IN HONOR OF M. WINX'HKWSKY 

From workers of Minneapolis, we have 
received the following resolution in hon- 
or of the deceased Jewish poef, Morris 
Winchewsky. The resolution (addressed 
to Mrs. Morris Winchewsky and family) 
reads : 

"We, the assembled in the Labor 
Lyceum at an open forum Sunday, March 
20th, representing the I. W. C, the In- 
dependent Workmenis Circle, the Work- 
men's Circle express the deepest sym- 
pathy for the loss of your beloved hus- 
band, friend and fighter for the revolu- 
tionary struggle, Morris Winchewsky. 
and we pledge to continue his fight in the 
future. 

(Signed by the Committee) 
S. ZALMANOFF 
M KATES PINNK 
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(Continued from last Issue) 
The revolutionary working class ean- 
riot do without this indispensable weapon 
in the revolution — the Communist party. 
The congress which has been called must 
be made a congress of the unification 
and organization of all the forces of 
Spanish Communism and not the bureau- 
cratic farce that the national and inter- 
national leaders intend to make of it. 
In the light of events, it has been proved 
that the policy proposed by the Opposl 
tion is the only one capable of leading 
the party to victory. All sincere Com- 
munists will consider the unification of 
all the forces of Spanish Communism and 
the readmission of all the comrades ex- 
pelled for their opposition views into the 
unified party, a prerequisite for any 
further action on part of the party. Such 
ft unification can only take place through 
the convocation of a congress on the 
basis of a democratic discussion of all 
the problems regarding the labor move- 
ment and the Spanish revolution and 
on the basis of the submission of the 
minority to the majority and will there- 
by lay the ground for a mass Communist 
party which will lie able to cope with 
tne tasks imposed by the situation. The 
historic needs of the present hour de- 
mand this imperiously. In this sense, 
the Communist Left Opposition will not 
fail in its duty. It is confident that the 
Spanish Communist workers will be con- 
vinced that there are no more devoted 
friends for the party than the members 
of the Iveft Opposition. Furthermore, 
the Opposition has not retracted and 
will not retract its determined effort to 
cooperate in the forefront ranks, in the 
reconstruction of the party and in the 
application of a correct and coherent 
policy. 

The meet that is to be held at Sevilla, 
is called a congress of the masses. It 
would be mncb more appropriate to call 
it a congress of *he bureaucrats. De- 
spite the deftness with which the stage 
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is being set for this meet, despite the 
participation of so-called non-party work- 
ers' delegations, the congress will remain 
for every conscientious militant a bur- 
eaucratic farce that will only Impede 
real revolutionary criticism. After more 
than five years of the dictatorship of the 
Bullejos-Trilla clique, a national con- 
gress is being prepared in less than 
twenty days. This in itself is a suffi- 
ciently eloquent fact. jft'Rat the congress 
needs is the genuine participation of all 
those elements who during each stage of 
the Spanish revolution have pointed out 
to the party the correct slogans to be 
employed. These elements are precisely 
■ those who constitute the Communist Left 
Opposition, that is to say, the ''counter- 
revolutionary Trotskyists", against whom 
the grave diggers of Spanish Communism 
are at present directing their batteries. 
There can be no genuine reorganization 
of the party except on the basis of a 
unification. The reorganization on the 
basis of the bureaucrats, without any 
real internal democracy, cannot in any 
way solve the urgent problems that come 
up each day before the Spanish prole- 
tariat. What is required is the readmis- 
sion and the regroupment of all Com- 
munists, members of the party or com- 
rades expelled for their views. 

There are innumerable reasons why 
we cannot have any confidence in the 
good intentions of the International and 
the Spanish party in respect to the cor- 
rection of the political mistakes and the 
internal regime prevailing at the present 
moment. But, it is especially interesting 
that within this document (of the C. I.) 
the greatest tolerance is shown toward 
the "organization of sympathizers", the 
Workers' and Peasants' Bloc, the most 
confusionist and dangerous tendency in 
the Spanish labor movement, while the 
most fanattical intransigeauce is mani- 
fested .toward the Left Opposition, which 
is the only one to point out with pre- 
cision the policy to be pursued, and 
which has denounced the democratic and 
petty bourgeois character of the Maurin 
faction. Nevertheless,, the Opposition 
is ready to give its determined aid to 
the conscious and sincere militants ac- 
tive in the party, in the work of com- 
pleting the reconstruction of a genuine 
party which will be up to the level of 
its tasks. 

As a concession to the unrest stirred 
up in the ranks, the International, in 
agreement with the Spanish leadership, 
has conceived the "Open Letter", which 
is based on quite correct, but incomplete 
criticisms. But it is not too much to ex- 
pect both leaderships to do all in their 
power to make a dead letter of this 
document, although this will only dis- 
rupt the course o£ the Spanish revolu- 
tion. It is the duty of all revolutionary 
workers who have not been contamin- 
ated by the bureaucratic virus to coor- 
dinate all their activities with the view 
of carrying oat the turn in practice, 
with all its consequences, in spite of 
the national and international leader- 
ships. It is necessary to open up im- 
mediately a broad discussion ail over 
the party organizations. But this dis- 
cussion will not have any actual effect 
if it does not allow for the active par- 
ticipation of all the members of the 
Left Opposition, who were the first ones 
to indicate the mistakes and to explain 
what the correct policy was, that had to 
he pursued. The Opposition demands to 
l>e heard by all the Spanish Communists 
and to be allowed to work together with 
them in the elaboration of our common 
tasks, to take part in the preparation of 
the congress of unification and reorgani- 
zation. Every congress that will take 
place without the participation of the 
Left Opposition will be a pure maneuver 
of a bureaucratic character and will only 
prove that the leadership of the party 
fears more than anything to have to face 
the points of view of the Opposition be- 
fore the great tribunal of the Commun- 
ist proletariat. 
Communists! 

Fight in your units, in your sections, 
for a party congress that will be a real 
congress of the unification of the forces 
of Spanish Communism and not a con- 
gress of intrigues which passes one-hun- 
dred-percent unanimous resolutions. 

Demand that all comrades expelled 
from the party for differences of opinion, 
be readmitted into the party and permit- 
ted to participate in the preliminary 
work. 

Demand hat no irresonsihje bureaucrat 
or adventurer be allowed to speak in 
your units o£ "ijounier-rev-olutionary 
Trotskyism" without extending an in- 
vitation to the Oppositionists to present 
our point of view. 

Fight to have the party congress call- 
ed only by a commitee composed of the 
reresentatives of all the tendencies in 
the Spanish Communist movement. 

Do not allow the expulsions that are 
being prepared behind your backs by the 
leaders to be carried out before the con- 
gress. 

We are among the first founders of the 
party, we have gone through all the per- 
secutions with it and we have the right 
to be heard before we are condemned. 

Long live the Unification and Reor- 
ganization Congress of the Spanish Com- 
munist Party ! 

Long live the Unified Jlass Communist 
Party of Spain ! 

— The Executive Committee of the 
Spanish Communist Left Opposition. 



(Continued from page 1) 
uot remember which one it is, in the 
numerical order,— you were forced to 
.transform into a decree, directed sup- 
posedly against thirty-seven persons, in- 
cluding outside of members of my fam- 
ily, over 30 people who were dragged in 
exclusively for the purpose of political 
masking. You included in thi- li<t lead- 
ers of Menshevism expelled from the 
Soviet Union with my direct participa- 
tion over ten years ago. Apparently it 
seemed to Stalin th:it this was a mas- 
terly move. In actuality the yellow 
threads stick out only too obviously. 
Pretending that only in 1932 it became 
clear to you just what kind of work 
Dan and Abramovitch do, you pbicc the 
Presidium of the C. E. C. in a very un- 
comfortable position. You yourself can- 
not help realizing this, but also in this 
question you are forced to submit to the 
Stalinist bureaucracy, which works ever 
more rudely, not troubling about the 
dignity of the highest organs of the Sov- 
iet power. 

It is too repulsive for me to dweii on 
other traits and marks of Stalin's fabric- 
ated list: In the intentional interchange 
of names for the purposes of additional 
"effect" it represents a document of the 
same moral level as the two above-men- 
tioned forgeries which served as prepara- 
tions for it. 

A Thermidorian Trick 
You can connect the Left Opposition 
with Menshevism only in the order of a 
police alphabet. In the political order, 
your Centrism stands between the Lett 
Opposition and Menshevism. No artifices 
will change that. The decision of Febru- 
ary 20 represents a finished amalgam in 
the Thermidormn style. Centrism, os- 
cillating between Marxism and national 
reformism, is forced— it cannot be other- 
wise—to combine and amalgamate its 
petty bourgeois enemies from the Right 
and its revolutionary opponents from 
the Left, in order to cover up by means 
of such an amalgam, its own emptiness. 
I wish to remind you that the first ad- 
vise concerning the expulsion of the Left 
Oppositionists from the country, was 
given in print to Statin by none other 
than I'strialov. Your decision will go 
down in history with the Therm idorian 
stigma. 

Stalin will tell you that it is not a 
question of '"isolated" tacts but that the 
decision is based on the whole counter- 
revolutionary ■ activity of myself and of 
my family, in general, which needs no 
proofs. If ihis is so why was it neces- 
sary to resort to false documents and 
to introduce elements of an unworthy 
masquerade into the decision itself? He 
cannot wriggle out of this. The fact 
that after nine years of uninterrupted 
baiting— do not forget that the begin- 
ning of the struggle against "Trotsky- 
ism" coincided with the death of Lenin— 
you had to resort to borrowings from 
the filthy sheets of Polish and German 
chauvinism in order to pass this excep- 
tional law against me and my family to 
hide under an amalgam — this fact alone 
discloses and strips bare to the bone the 
impotence of ail the campaigns against 
"Trotskyism" and irreparably comprom- 
ises your last creative act. 

An Expression of Impotence 
From the point of view of personal 
revenge — and this element as you well 
know, enters into ail of Stalin's combina- 
tions — the decree completely failed to 
reach its aim. This time Stalin thrust 
himselr out too far from behir.d the 
stage and carelessly revealed his real 
political and moral size. If he forced 
you to issue — not without timid resist- 
ance, I kirow,— this unworthy decree of 
ostracism, it was only because the pro- 
found correctness of the Left Opposition 
was revealed on ail questions without 
exception, domestic as well as interna- 
tional, on which we waged a struggle all 
these years. The seemingly aggressive 
gesture of Stalin is impotent and even 
pitiful self-defence. 

The Opi>osition fought against the 
Stalinist faction for industrialization, 
for planning, for higher tempos of econ- 
omy, aganst the stake on the kulak, for 
collectivization. From the year 1923 on, 
the Opposition demanded the preparation 
of a five year plan and itself indicated 
its basic elements. Ail the economic 
successes of the Soviet Union were theor- 
etically and partially organizationally, 
prepared by the Left Opposition. Your 
president Kalinin, who supported Stalin 
from the Right against the Left Opposi- 
tion, knows more about it than any one 
else. Yet, in April 1927, Htalin, in the 
struggle against me, with the support of 
Molotov, Kalinin, Voroshilov and others, 
declared that "we need the Dnieprostroys 
as a mujhik needs a phonograph." In this 
formula is contained a whole historic 
philosophy. For the struggle against it 
and for its defeat, Rakovsky is chained 
down to Banjoul, hundreds and thou- 
sands of unbending revolutionaries fill 
the places of detention and exile, sever- 
al polshevik-Leninists — are shot. 
(To be continued) 

— L. TROTSKY. 



New Tendencies in French Politics 

World Crisis Reveals Long Latent Contradictions Between Social Classes 



Paris, March !), 1!«2. 
The parliamentary elections are ap- 
proaching. They are especially import- 
ant, as they will take place in a period 
in which the equilibrium established at 
Versailles is about to toppie over, in 
which a decisive solution is imminent in 
Germany, in which French imperalism 
stands at a turning point of its develop- 
ment. When the crisis had already been 
raging in a good many other countries, 
France still appeared to be spared from 
it. The bouregois press attributed this 
to the ancient "French virtues" of or- 
der, harmony, etc. The socialists fol- 
lowed in its footsteps. A disenchant- 
ment became necessary shortly after- 
wards. With a somewhat different rhy- 
thm and with a different amplitude, 
the crisis spread out over France. 

But, many of the causes which made 
possible the great resistance to the crisis 
will tomorrow become the causes of a 
tremendous aggravation of the situation. 
In the first place, there is the existence 
of quite large intermediate classes, de- 
spite the fact that the war made France 
a highly industrialized nation. -These 
intermediate classes — the peasantry in 
particular— formed an important dom- 
estic market. The tariff walls, rising 
like in England; the efforts of other na- 
tions, like Germany, to develop their 
own aericnltiire; the fall in prices have 
considerably diminished the resistance of 
the domestic market. On the other hand, 
the intermediate classes, their eyes turn- 
ed to their prosperous past, constitute 
a curbing factor. French industry, which 
works for the export trade, having cer- 
tain advantages in the period of "pro- 
sperity" through the low wages, lias not 
pushed rationalization as far as Ger- 
many has. Thus, witii the general de- 
cline, French industry is uot in a very 
advantageous position to preserve its 
place in the world market. The colonial 
empire, though it is important, does not 
by far offer any resources similar to 



those of the British empire. Finally, continue to develop. The policy that has 
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Germany After the Elections 

(Continued from page 1) 
and of taking the firte of Germany into 
its hands, but of one in which they had 
to decide upon either Hindenburg or 
Hitler. The lack of ability on the part 
of the. C. 1'. G. to conduct an extra-par- 
liamentary struggle aided the S. 1'. G. 
leaders to reduce the struggle against 
Fascism to the parliamentary field, to 
pose the question its; "Hindenburg or 
Hitler?", to carry out their policy of the 
"lesser evil". 

The National Socialists also achieved 
a tremendous success. All the theories 
of the C. IE. C. of the party, to the effect 
that Fascism has reached its high point, 
were overthrown. The Bote Faiine of 
September Hi, 1930 wrote that the Nazis 
had reached the culmination point of 
their rise with the Reichstag elections. 
The election results prove that they have 
been able to penetrate into strong pro- 
letarian districts. That Hitler was not 
elected President of the Reich does not 
at. all change the tact that the Fascist 
danger has become even more prominent. 
It has been clearly proven tiiat the "Red 
Referendum" strategy of the 0. T. G. 
leadership with all its programs of na- 
tional and social liberation and all their 
variations, its ''adaptation" of the 
phraseology of the Nazis, etc., have not 
been able to halt Fascism. 

Why were the results so unfavorable 
for the Communists? If the objective 
conditions are flavorable, what is the 
explanation for the defeat of the C. P. 
G.? The iwlitical line of the party 
stands to blunt contradiction to the 
political needs. This is revenge for the 
Stalinist theory that "social democracy 
and Fascism are twins", that everybody 
outside of the Communist ranks is a 
"social Fascist". Its trade union policy 
has isolated the party completely among 
the organized workers. The disastrous 
trade union course of the Stalinists en- 
abled the treacherous trade union lead- 
ers to lead the members of the unions 
into the Hindenburg-Front. The "un- 
ited front" tactics of the Thaelmann 
leadership has created the prerequisites 
for the establishment of the "iron front". 
The results in Saxony, where there is 
no Centre strength and where the other 
partk's in the Hindenburg- Front are mere 
splinters, prove that the social dem- 
ocratic workers there, who have always 
stood to the left, have followed the 
slogans of the leadership entirely. It 
has been proven once more that reality 
bjunfly contradicts the reports of the 
Rote Fanne: There is not any disintegra- 
tion within the S. P. U. and the reform- 
ist unions, but rather a complete execu- 
tion of the slogans of these organization" 
by their fojlowers. The results show 
how the workers react to the slogan of 
the C. I'. G., that the S. P. G. is the 
main enemy now.. .For them, the main 
«nemy now is Fascism. Only the policy 
of the Stalinist party leadership gave 
the treacherous S. I*. G. and trade union 
leaders the opportunity to arouse illu- 
sions among the workers that Hindenburg 
will be a damm again t Fascism. 
(Continued in Next Issue) 

— R. WELL. 
SPA RRT ACTS— Y- P. S. L. DEBATE 
"Can the Program of the Socialist 
Party Emancipate the American Work- 
ers?" is the subject for debate between 
the Young Peoples Socialist League and 
the Spartacus Youth Club which will 



the reserves of one of the greatest French 
industries, the tourist industry, which 
has declined enormously despite the exist- 
ence of the Colonial Expedition, are no 
doubt going to diminish even more in 
the future, depriving French capitalism 
of millions of francs. 

The defeat of Germany and the achieve- 
ments of the Versailles Treaty gave 
France a political importance Interna- 
tionally, entirely out of proportion with 
its economic strength. The crisis is re- 
vealing this contradiction more and more 
every day, and the French bourgeoisie, 
so proud of its stability in the past, is 
uneasily expecting dark days in the fu- 
ture. That is. in part, the reason for 
its desperate struggle for the mainten- 
ance of the Versailles Treaty, which is a 
diplomatic instrument of its past supre- 
macy, as well as for the preservation of 
its military strength. On the other hand, 
it is redoubling its offensive against 
wages and it intends, by inflation or by 
some other modiiicaton of its financial 
system, to increase its exploitation of the 
laboring masses and to expropriate the 
intermediate classes. 

These are as yet only its intentions, 
for the elections have not taken place. 
Serving as a sort of barometer, they 
permit us to judge with more or less 
precision, the reallignments of the class- 
es, the general orientation of the toil- 
ing masses and of the proletariat in view 
of the sibuation. In so far as they 
present a factor in the class struggle, 
they should permit the Communist party, 
with a correct analysis of the existing 
tendencies and with correct perspectives, 
to employ a tactic which will hasten 
the development of the masses in the 
direction of the Communist solution. 
There is already, indisputably, a trend 
toward the Left, At present it is being 
exploited by the Radical and the socialist 
parties in a broad campaign "for peace, 
for disarmament" and touches those 
masses who are disquieted by the Laval- 
Tardieu policy that is "isolating" France 
from the rest of the world and who are 
anxious to cast off the heavy burden of 
taxes imposed upon them by the ex- 
penses of the monstrous military appar- 
atus of French imperialism. Just to 
what degree this leftward trend will be 
transformed into ballots, depends large- 
ly upon the events of the movement. The 
result of the presidential elections In 
Germany will play its part in one sense 
or another. But the fact remains that 
in any case, the leftward trend of the 
masses will clash with the imperious 
needs of the French bourgeoisie. This 
opens up perspectives for great class 
struggles. The "left" parties and the 
socialist party will be unable to keep 
their promises to the proletariat and the 
intermediate classes. But only to that 
degree to which the Communist party 
will be able to reach the hesitating mass- 
es and gain their atteuion, find a bridge 
to them, will their development take the 
revolutionary road when the bankruptcy 
of the other parties will become manifest 
in the eyes of all. If this does not take 
place, they will be derailed and used as 
a mass supixnt for the maneuvers of the 
worst brand of reaction, of Fascism it- 
self. 

The Seventh Convention of the C. P. F. 
Where is the party in this situation? 
What is its orientation? The Seventh 
Convention of the French party is going 
to take place in a few days, after a 
lapse of three years since the last con- 
vention. It will be devoted to the 
policy of the "third period". The bal- 
ance of this policy is completely nega- 
tive : loss of membership, loss of influ- 
ence, deep- going disorganization. Sever- 
al months ago, on the occasion of a turn, 
the leadership ad mi ted all this quite un- 
ambiguously in documerts, of which The 
Militant has published important ex- 
tracts. Now, at the time of the conven- 
tion, not Sing of the sort is allowed. This 
time, it ig necessary to "shut their 
mouths". One huge thesis is the only 
document presented by the leadership 
for p re-con vent ion discussion. The entire 
activity of the past period is skimmed 
over in less than twenty lines. "Self- 
criticism" is reduced to its most barren 
expression. As a perspective for the fu- 
ture, nothing is offered that is not con- 
tained in the last general theses of the 
C. I. A few scanty phrases are devoted 
to Germany, the word "Fascism" does 
not even get any mention in them. Dis- 
cussion has been as restricted as possi- 
ble. The press has published a few 
resolutions of approval and several arti- 
cles by leaders . . . against the com- 
rades in the sections who dared to 
think on their own hook. Articles have 
appeared in L'Humanite in which party 
members are denounced as enemies. In 
order to remain within the Stalinist line, 
the French party bureaucrats are shout- 
ing about the '"Trotskyist" danger, ac- 
cusing everyone who opposes them as a 
"Trotskyist". A real campaign of ter- 
ror was inaugurated in the Parisian re- 
gion, where discontent is particularly 
great and where whole sections are host- 
ile to the leadership, although no clearly 
different policy has been put forwiyd. 
The leadership published the names of 
the more daring comrades in the press. 
It demanded publicly that only members 
approving the party policy without any 
reservations be elected as delegates. Ex- 
pulsions are being prepared. 

The convention will constitute a vic- 
tory for the apparatus and a defeat for 



been pursued, is that of the C. I. It has 
Burned its back to the united front, it 
is opposed to trade union unity. In the 
question of the election:-, the vanguard 
of the woking class is divided under the 
cover of the formula "class against 
class", by maintaining systematically 
the party's candidate on the second bal- 
lot even if that is to the advantage of 
the candidate of the reactionary parties 
as against the candidate of ttie socialist 
party. This so-called tactic of "clas's 
against class" repels the socialist work- 
ers, strengthens their parliamentary il- 
lusions and serves the reformist appar- 
atus of the bourgeoisie. The continua- 
tion of this policy — another can hardly 
be expected from the convention— -will 
only keep on accumulating def'v a 'ter 
defeat. 

Progress tot- the Left Opposition 
Nevertheless, there are some germs of 
regeneration in this situation. We have 
mentioned above the discontent in the 
Parisian region of the party. The crit- 
icism expressed has often been confused, 
narrow, but in most cases it was not 
a reflection of opportunist tendencies, 
but of healthy proletarian sentiments. 
For the first time in years, non-opposi- 
tionist militants have pushed their crit- 
icisms as far as the leadership of the C. 
I. Thus, one unit speaks against the 
"policy of Stalin": other comrades speak 
of the "responsibility of the C. I." Some 
comrades refuse to vote against the 
"Trotskyists" as counter- revolutionists 
in Sections 3 and lii of the Parisian re- 
gion: in Section 4, others declare that 
"it is not sufficient to tell us that they 
are couner- revolutionists. It must be 
proven first." We only cite a few facts 
among many which the party press itself 
is publishing. 

But all these are only transitory mani- 
festations, very feeble ami very instable 
ones. But a great unrest is taking place 
in the party. Theses are voted on. but 
no one takes any stock in them. A great 
deal of attention is'heing paid to what is 
said about the party, especially to what 
the Opposition has to say. In the meet- 
ings that we hold in various places, in 
the paTty meetings in which we partici- 
pate, we find an entirely different atmos- 
phere from that of last year. There are 
still many fanatics, of course. But, 
the majority of those attending wants to 
listen: they follow our words attentive- 
ly, party members take part in heated 
discussions witli us. We have been able 
to extend our contacts, to establish con- 
tacts with many party members and to 
gain sympathizers. In the provinces, we 
have also made contacts and our influ- 
ence has grown considerably. 

The Ligue Communiste (Left Opposi- 
tion) has not. unfortunately, as yet been 
able to transform this gain of influence 
In an organizational way. We are suffer- 
ing first of all, from a shortcoming that 
the French party itself has been inflicted 
with : the extremely weak conceptions of 
organizational forms. Then, there are 
our internal difficulties: we have not as 
yet benefited from a test of great strug- 
gles, so as to be able to distinguish be- 
tween the various tendencies in the or- 
ganization. These ase the obstacles in 
the way of an active crystallization of 
the germs of regeneration within the 
party. The Ligue Is at work, striving 
to overcome these obstacles. 

— PIERRK FRAXK. 



The New Boole on Germany 

Beginning with this issue, The Mili- 
tant will print a series of extracts from 
comrade Trotsky's forthcoming book on 
Germany, 

In this book, Trotsky, with his usual 
'incisive style, presents a thoroughgoing 
analysis of the political situation, draws 
the logical conclusions from it and makes 
tie proposals, nececssary for the carry- 
ing out of a correct Marxist line, with- 
out which the German working class 
cannot be led to victory. 

Trotsky has been accused by the "of- 
ficial" Communist party press of preach- 
ing an alliance with Bruening, of sub- 
scribing to the social democratic theory 
of the "lesser evil" and of even more 
far-fetched things. Find out what he 
really stands for! Read his pamphlet 
''Germany— the Key to the International 
Sltuaion" Read his new work on Ger- 
many, appearing serially in The Militant. 
Send in your order for a copy of the 
book itself now. Judge for yourself why 
Germany is of prime importance for the 
world working class at present. Judge 
for yourself, what the correct Commun- 
ist policy, which is the keystone of the 
entire question, must be. Your advance 
orders will make it possible for us to 
have the book ready for sale without 
delay. The price is : 50 cents. 

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 

84 East lOh Street 
New York City 



take place Friday, May 6, 8:00 P. M. at 

Che Labor Temple, 14th St., and 2nd Ave. ' the party in whioh the crisis can only 



Get your copy of PROBLEMS OF THE 
CHINESE REVOLUTION by Leon 
Trotsky. Paper cover, more than 
300 pages $1. Order from Pioneer 
Publishers. 

Problems of the CHINESE REVOLU- 
TION by Leon Trotsky out soon. 
Order from Pioneer Publishers. 

Have you read GERMANY, THE KEY 
TO THE INTERNATIONAL SITUA- 
TION—SHALL FASCISM REALLY 
BE VICTORIOUS, by Loon Trotskj 
—a pamphlet— Ten Cents. 
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Fifty Years of Israel Amter 



The bard life of the revolutionist is 
not without its compensations. The fret 
and travail of the struggle and the gray 
details of daily work are relieved from 
time to time by ceremonial affairs and 
jubilees at which, in contemplation of 
great men and great events of the past, 
the militant may refresh his soul and re- 
new his inspiration. The anniversaries 
of the illustrous (lead have been such 
occasions. But nowadays, with so many 
heroes still among ns in the flesh, the 
birthdays of our living chiefs become oc- 
casions for official celebration. Not long 
ago the masses were invited to felicitate 
Stalin on his fiftieth birthday. And 
now, according to the reports in the 
Daily Worker, Israel Amter is about to 
reach the half century mark, and a great 
outpouring of spontaneous enthusiasm is 
to be given outlet at an official "mass 
celebration" of his birthday. 

It is needless to say that we welcome 
this event, Eor we were converted long 
ago to the doctrine of "flowers for the 
living"— that is, if one feels flowery 
about them. And who could feel other- 
wise about Amter, who has done so much 
and isn't finished yet? It is probable 
that we will not get to the celebration. 
But anyway we will weave a garland 
of encomiums in the hope that it will 
not be entirely buried under the floral 
offerings. 

The ceremonial articles and official 
greetings which have been printed so far 
review his life and deeds. We will fol- 
low th* same pattern. And if we fill in 
some neglected details, it can be attri- 
buted to the fact that we write under 
lees constraint than the others and there- 
fore can speak more freely and sincerely. 

One hero began his career as a piano 
player, and they say he was a good one. 
But the tunes he extracted from that 
classic instrument were nothing to the 
rhythms he produced when he began to 
play didoes with the Communist move- 
ment. Like the jaza composers in the 
musical field, he specialized in the biz- 
arre and the unique. His self -expres- 
sion, through tile medium of the revolu- 
tionary movement, took a distinctively 
individualistic form. In ail that he said 
and did he was strictly Amter, and no- 
body else. 

Amter made his debut on the national 
stage of the Party at the first under- 
tracted attention by his fearless and un- 
tracted attenion by his fearless and un 
compromising demands for the propa- 
ganda of "armed Insurrection", to be pro- 
moted by leaflets hurled into the midst 
of the masses from ambush. Soon after 
he appears, or rather one of his leaflets 
appears, in the strike of the Brooklyn 
Transit workers for a wage increase of 
5c an hour. With that mastery of the 
dialectic which already distinguished 
him, he "linked up" this "everyday de- 
mand" of the unsuspecting street car 
men, with the final goal of their strug- 
gle, and called on them to rise, arms in 
hand, and capture the power-house. 

Failing in this maneuver, because of 
the unreadiness o£ the workers, and the 
fact that the "third period" has not yet 
arrived, Amter made a slight strategical 
retreat; but only for the purose of gath- 
ering strength for another leap. Keep- 
ing his plans to himself, he took the 
capitalist forces by surprise with a sud- 
den leaflet in the Spring of 1921 entitled 
"May Day of Revolution". Due to a 
hitch somewhere, this leaflet didn't over- 
throw the class regime, but it did over 
throw the Central Committee of the 
Party at a convention a few weeks later. 
All the members of the C. E. C. swore 
they had had nothing to do with the 
leaflet and knew nothing aobnt it, but 
this did not save them. Amter's pro- 
paganda had set a movement in motion 
that could not be appeased without some 
sacrifices, and the heads even of the 
innocent had to fall. 

Amter next appeared as one of the 
co-authors of the famous "Ford-Dubner 
thesis, and leader of the "goose caucus' 
In this thesis our hero, disguised from 
his enemies by the pseudonym of Ford, 
advanced the idea that the Illegal exist- 
ence of the Party was a matter of prin- 
ciple, and that the advocacy of a legal 
organisation in ltsel," a sign of counter- 
revolution — a subpect in which he later 
specialized and took several degrees. In 
this affair Amter suffered a temporary 
set-back, due to the Trotskyist influence 
then prevailing in the Comintern. His 
thesis was rejected, the movement was 
legalized, and Amter, defeated but not 
terrified, went into a temporary eclipse. 

It was at this stage In his career that 
he began to display that remarkable ad- 
aptability that enabled him to keep 
alive politically in any weather. Unlike 
the Illegal "leftists" who kept muttering 
about armed insurrection" aft er [he 
season had passed, Amter got in step 
with the times. The Farmer-Labor per- 
iod had arrived, the Pepper- Lovestone 
group of leaders came to the front and 
took the place of the wild men of the 
"goose caucus". Amter was one ofrfhose 
who s*w the light. He not only joined 
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the Lovestone faction but became voci- 
ferous about it. For several years, right 
up to the day that the Comintern tele- 
gram against Lovestone arrived, Amter 
was a Lovestoneite in all things great 
and small. 

But even after these years of habitua- 
tion to the Lovestone formulae and the 
Lovestone politics he did not become 
rigid and doctrinaire about it. He re- 
tained his flexibility, and finally gave an 
exhibition of it that will always stand 
in the history of the party as an exam- 
ple for people who want to know how to 
change their opinions and change them 
quick. This was on the day tho C J. 
cablegram against Lovestone came. He 
awoke on that fateful morning as loyal 
and as red-hot a Lovestoneite as you 
could find with a search warrant. Aud 
went through a few morning chores of 
cursing ITosterites in a routine fashion. 
At twelve o'clock he received a copy of 
[he telegram to the effect that Lovestone 
was no longer "kosher". One hour later 
he was hunting for Lovestoneites lo ex- 
pel from the Party, and was as thick 
with-Foster as oneiliberty bond with an- 
other. 

A man with such a political biography 
could not be denied recognition. He has 
a fitting place in the top circle of the 
hierarchy. His fiftieth birthday is a 
public event and deserves a public de- 
monstration of some kind. Wii disagree 
with the official plans only on one point. 
Why should it be a "mass celebration"? 
Why not a mass trial? 



TAG DAY FOB MARINE 
DEFENSE 

The Marine Workers' Defense 
Committee 's organizing a Tag Day 
collection to provide funds for the 
legal defense of the three New 
York marine workers now on trial. 

The collection will take place on 
Saturday, April 9 and 10. All or- 
ganizations cooperating in the 
Marine Defense Committee are 
called on to provide collectors. The 
Communist League. Spartacus 
Youth Club members must turn out 
in force, accnxling to the decisions 
of these organizations. All mem- 
bers report to comrade H. Stone at 
Militant Headquarters for station 
assignments. 



APRIL "l'oung Spartacus" OUT! 

The April issue of young Spartacus 
which is now out on sale, has a number 
of very interesting articles of particular 
interest to the youth a.s well as to adult 
workers. The character of the present 
issue issuch that its wide distribution 
among the ranks of Communists and 
radical youth would he very valuable. 
Readers of the Militant should order 
bundles of the Young Spartacus and dis- 
tribute or sell them. 

The table of contents of the current is- 
sue is as follows: 

Auto Workers Murdered 
Results of German Elections 
Trotsky Deprived of Citizenship by 
Stalin 

Students Barred from" Kentucky 
Capitalism and Child Labor 
Students Organize National Movement 
Scotsboro Boys Condemned to Death 



Impressions of a National Tour 

The tour just completed, whieh car- in.g their property for meetings under 



ried the writer through the most impor- 
tant industrial cities in the United 
States and the two most important cen- 
ters in Canada allowed for some first 
hand observations regarding the effects 
of the deep crisis in Canadian as well 
as American capitalism. It enables one 
to draw beyond the confines of New York 
City, and to see tiie movement in those 
industrial centers where the American 
proletariat dominates — in those sections 
where (he existence of the revolutionary 
movement is imperative, for the future. 

That which strikes one immediately is 
the extent of the economic crisis, its 
terrific swoep over (he nerve-centers of 
the country, carrying in its wake misery 
for the masses. Miles of sidings are oc- 
cupied by huge numbers of idle freight 
cars ; small indudstrtal towns with fac- 
tories are silent. Smokeless chimneys! 
The largest cities have few factories at 
work. Thousands upon thousands of un- 
employed workers make up a weary trek. 
There is hunger while warehouses are 
filled with food. The vast numbers of 
jobless proletarians are not confined to 
any one town, or state. They are every- 
where. Discussions with many workers 
from various sections of the country ex- 
hibit their state of bewilderedness. They 
do no yet comprehend the causes of the 
vicious crisis. But they are aware that 
fhere is something seriously wrong with 
the character of the system. 

There are few movements of the work- 
ers. Aside from the attempts of the 
Cominunlsts no movements of struggle 
exist. Those struggles taking place are 
under the leadership of the Communist 
Party. The movements of the unemploy- 
ed workers are organized by them. But 
they are still very weak and in many 
cases Ineffectual. Through the policies 
of the Party these movements have be- 
come narrow. They are sectarian and 
thereby isolated. The tactic of the Uni- 
ted Front, the best weapon through which 
to rally scores of workers is cast aside 
by the Party and is one of the main 
reasons for their failure to make greater 
headway. The Unemployed Councils or- 
ganized by the Party are choked by the 
heavy arms of bureaucracy and impe.de 
their growth. Yet it is significant that 
the Communists alone have the courage 
and will to organize the workers in de- 
fense of their interests and in a strug- 
gle against capitalism. This is appar- 
ent everywhere. 

Certainly there are attempts of the re- 
formists lo counter the activity of the 
Party. This is to be expected. When- 
ever and wherever the Communists are 
active the reformists rise as a wall to 
prevent (heir growth and to canalize 
these movements. Father Cox arose ta 
check the activity of the Communist 
Party among the unemployed workers. 
Similar movements exist in other towns. 
The Socialist Party is conspicuous in the 
ive-it by its inactivity, more so, by its 
reformist preachings and alms. 

In the face of impending struggles the 
bourgeoisie is preparing itself. The rev- 
olutionary workers must note keenly 
the developments in Canada. There, the 
answer of the government to the grow- 
ing moods of struggle among the work- 
ers, as a result of the deep crisis, is 
shown in the resurrection of bhe in- 
famous Article 98 of the Criminal Code. 
It was through this law that six mem- 
bers of the Central Committee of the 
Canadian Communist Party were arrest- 
ed and sentenced to long jail terms. We 
arrived in Canada immediately after 
the sentence was confirmed and the com- 
rades sent to Kingston. In the Province 



the threat of arrest and revocation of 
license. The publication of revolution- 
ary literature barring literature from the 
mails (The Freiheit, Party literature. 
Opposition literature is barred from en- 
try) Those receiving literature are lia- 
ble to arrest. Anyone arrested on a 
single one of the charges in this article 
is guilty until proven innocent. Civil 
employees are instructed to assume the 
role of spies and to open any Suspicious 
packages and to fortwith inform the 
authorities. The American Party whkft 
has thus far remained more or less silent 
about the developments in the Canadian 
movement must take cognizance of them 
immediately and understand their signi- 
ficance. It is necessary for our Canadian 
movement to organize itself with the 
aim of circumventing the drive against 
it. 

The massacre at Detroit and the plan- 
ned drive against the Communists there ; 
the attack against the Party in Chicago 
accompanied by frame-up charges of 
shooting policemen are beginnings of a 
definite attempt by the government to 
bring repressions to bear upon the Com- 
munists and the workers generally. Al- 
ready these events have had deep reper- 
cussions among the other workers who 
are repelled, by the brutality of Ford's 
gunmen. 

« * • • 

The Left Opposition is gaining greater 
support. Our meetings had a larger at- 
tendance than previously. There is a 
definite increase of sympathy and sup- 
port for our movement. In spite of the 
efforts of the Party bureaucrats to pre- 
vent successful meetings they proved 
more or less ineffectual. (The meetings 
will be discussed concretely in a forth- 
coming article). The workers felt keen- 
ly our viewpoint on the German situa- 
tion, and the discussions at our meetings 
were of a particularly high level. In 
many cities, the presence of Party mem- 
bers, and of sympathizers with its line, 
helped to enliven the meetings through 
their participation in the discussions. 
Each meeting brought forth new view- 
points and. questions. They helped all 
the more in clarifying our viewpoint on 
ail questions confronting the Interna- 
tional Communist Movement. 

There was an obvious increase of in- 
terest in our press. This must be said 
particularly of Unser Kamf. It has 
created a deep impression on wide sec- 
tions of the Jewish workers. Refer- 
ences were made to recent articles in 
the Freiheit articles of so low a charac- 
ter that they could be written only by 
people who have received their political 
training on the staff of the Jewish Daily 
Forward. The Jewish workers are par- 
ticularly incensed with the degenerated 
babble about the "counter-revolutionary 
Trotsky". 

On the whole we can record a wider 
influence of the Left Opposition. We 
must strive in the coming year to in- 
crease our organizational streng&h to 
correspond to our political influence. 
There is still too wide a discrepancy be- 
tween the two. 

What is outstanding in the whole sit- 
uation? The lack of organization of 
the American workers. The Communist 
Party is still very small. The great 
mass of workers are unorganized. But 
the effects of this crisis are resulting 
in deep changes in tad whole character 
of the American proletariat. Changes 
are taking place in their whole ideology. 
These changes, to be sure, are slow: But 
they are genuine. The great mass of un- 
employed workers are still in a dazed 
state. The workers with jobs are in 



WHAT NEXT? - by Leon Trotsky 

Chapter 1: The Role of the German Social Democracy 



(Continued from page 1) 

of the Communists; and even so these mighty gentle- 
men beg me a functionary, to save them from the at- 
tack of another party comprising millions- whose lead- 
ers may become my bosses tomorrow; things must be 
prety bad for the gentlemen of the social democracy, 
pretty bad for the gentlemen of the social democracy, 
functionary, to think about my own hide." And as 
a result, tiie "loyal", "neutral" functionary who vac- 
illated yesterday, re-insures himself without fail, i. e., 
ties up with the National Socialists, to safeguard his 
own future. In this manner the reformists who have 
outlived their own day, work for the Fascists along 
bureaucratic lines. 

The social democracy, the hanger-on of the bour- 
geoisie, is doomed to wretched ideological parasitism. 
One moment it catches up ideas of bourgeois econom- 
ists, and the next, it tries to utilize bits of Marxism. 
After citing from my pamphlet the reasons against the 
participation of the Communist party in Hitler's re- 
ferendum, Hilferding concludes: "Truly, there is noth- 
ing to add to these lines in order to explain the tactics 
of the social democracy as regards the Bruening gov- 
ernment." Remmele and Thalheimer step forward, 
"Please take note, Hilferding relics on Trotsky." A 
Fascist yellow sheet steps forward in turn, "Trotsky 
is paid for this job by the promise of a visa." Next 
a Stalinist journalist comes to the fore and wires- the 
communication of a Fascist paper to Moscow. The 
editorial board of the "Izvestia", which includes the 
unfortunate Radek, prints the telegram. This chain 
deserves only to be mentioned and passed by. 

Let us return to more serious questions. If Hitler 
can afford himself the luxury of fighting against 
Bruening, it is only because the bourgeois regime as 
a whole leans for its support on the back of that half 
of the working class which is led by Hilferding and 
Company. If the social democracy had not put 
through its policy of class betrayal, -then Hitler, not 
to mention the fact that he would have never attained 
his present power, would have been clutching at Bruen- 
ing's government as a life saving anchor. If the Com- 
munists together with the social democracy had over- 
thrown Bruening, that would have been a fact of the 
greatest political significance. The consequence, in 
any case, would have risen over the heads of the lead- 
ers of the social democracy. Hilferding attempts to 
find justification for his betrayal in our criticism, which 
demands that the Communists take Hilferdmg's be- 
trayal into account as an accomplished fact. 

Although Hilferding has "nothing to add" to Trot- 
sky's words, he nevertheless does add something: The 
correlation of forces, he says, is such that even in the 
event of the united action of social democratic and 
Communist workers, there would be no possibility "by 
forcing the fight, to overthrow the enemy and to seize 
power." In this remark, glossed over in passing with- 
out any evidence, lies the very crux of the question. 
According to Hilferding in Germany today, where the 
proletariat composes the majority of the population 
and the deciding productive force of society, the united 
front of the social democracy and the Communist 
party could not place the power in the hands of the 
proletraiat! When is the precise moment, then, that 
the power can pass into the hands of the proletariat? 
Prior to the war there was the prospective of the auto- 
matic growth of capitalism, of the growth of the pro- 
letariat, and of the equal growth of the social dem- 
ocracy. This process was cut short by the war, and 
no power in the world will restore it. The decay of 
capitalism means that the question of power must be 
decided on the basis of the now existing productive 
forces. By prolonging the agony of the capitalist 
regime, the social democracy leads only to the further 
decline of economic culture, to the disorganization of 
the proletariat, to social gangrene. No other per- 
spectives lie ahead ; tomorrow will be worse than today ; 
the day after tomorrow worse than tomorrow. But 
the leaders of the social democracy no longer dare 
to look into the future. Theirs' are all the vices of 
the ruling class doomed to destruction ; they are light- 
minded, their will is paralyzed, they are given to blub- 
bering over events and hoping for miracles. Come to 
think flf it, Tarnow's economic researches fulfill now 
the same function as did once the consoling revelations 
of a Rasputin. . . . 

The social democrats togetiier with the Communists 
would not be able to seize power. There he stands, 
the snobbish, educated, (gebildet) petty bourgeois, an 
utter coward, soaked from head to foot with distrust 
and contempt for the masses. The social democracy 
and the Communist party together hold about 40 per 
cent of the votes, despite the fact that the betrayals 
of .the social democracy and the mistakes of the C. P. 
drive millions into the camp of indifferentism and even 
National Socialism. Once a fact, the joint action of 
these two parties alone, b*y opening before the masses 
new perspectives, would incommensurably increase the 
strength of the proletariat. But let us limit ourselves 
to 40 per cent. Has Bruening perhaps more, or Hit- 
ler? But there, are only these three groups that can 
rule Germany: the proletariat, the center party or 
the Fascists. But a notion is firmly implanted in the 
heads of the educated petty bourgeois: for the repre- 
sentatives of capital to rule, 20 per cent of the votes 
suffice, because the bourgeoisie, you see, has the banks, 
the trusts, the syndicates, the railroads. True, our 
educated petty bourgeois made ready to "socialize" 
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struggle tears away all the covers from the actual 
relation of forces. During a direct and immediate 
struggle for power, the proletariat, unless paralyzed 
by sabotage from within, by Austro-Marxism and by 
all other forms of betrayal, develops a force incom- 
mensurably superior to its parliamentary expression. 
Let us recall once again the invaluable lessons of his- 
tory. Even after the Bolsheviks had seized power, 
and firmly seized it, they had less than one third of 
the votes in the Constituent Assembly; together with 
the Left S. R.'s — less than 40 per cent. Vet despite 
a fearful economic collapse, despite tiie war, despite 
the betrayal of the European, and first of all of the 
German, social democracy, despite the post-war reac- 
tion of weariness, despite the growth of Thermidorian 
tendencies, the first workers' government stands on its 
feet fourteen years. And what can be said of Ger- 
many? At the moment the social democratic worker 
together with the ComiiR'nist arises to seize power, the 
task will be nine-tenths completed. 

Nevertheless, says Hilferding, had the social dem- 
ocracy voted against Bruening's government and 
thereby overthrown it, the consequence wduld have 
been the coming of the Fascists to power. That is the 
way, perhaps, the matter may appear on a parlia- 
mentary plane; but the matter itself does not rest on 
a parliamentary plane. The social democracy could 
refuse to support Bruening only in the event that it 
decided to enter upon the road of revolutionary strug- 
gle. Either support Bruening, or fight for the dicta- 
torship of the proletariat. No third course is given. 
The social democracy, by voting against Bruening, 
would change at once the correlation of forces — not 
on the parliamentary chess board, whose chess-pieces 
might surprisingly enough be found underneath the 
table — but on the arena of the revolutionary struggle 
of the classes. After such an about-face, the forces 
of the working class would increase not twofold but 
tenfold, for in the clas« r struggle, the moral factor 
holds by no means the last place, particularly during 
great historical upheavals. Under the impact of this 
moral force, the masses of the people, one stratum 
after another, would be charged to the point of high- 
est intensity. The proletariat would say to itself with 
assurance, that it alone was called. to give a different 
and a higher direction to the life of this great nation. 
Disintegration and decomposition in Hitler's army 
would set in before the decisive battles. Battles of 
course could not be avoided; but witli a firm resolu- 
tion to fight to victory, by attacking boldly, victory 
might be achieved infinitely more easily than the most 
extreme revolutionary optimist now imagines. 

Only a trifle is lacking for this: the about-face of 
the social democracy, its taking the road of revolu- 
tion. To hope for a voluntary shift on the part of 
the leaders after the experiences of 1914-1922 would 
be the most ludicrous of all illusions. But the major- 
ity of social democratic workers — that is something 
else again ; they can make the turn, and they will make 
it — it is only necessary to help them. And this turn 
will be not only against the bourgeois government, but 
against the upper layers of their own party. 

At this point, our Austro-Marxist, who has "noth- 
ing to add" to our words, will try once more to bring 
against us citations from our own books: didn't we 
write point blank that the policies of the Stalinist bur- 
eaucracy represent a chain of errors ; didn't we stig- 
matize the participation of the Communist party in the 
Hitler referendum? We did write, we did stigmatize. 
But we wage battle with the Stalinist leadership in 
the Comintern precisely because it is incapable of 
breaking up the social democracy, of tearing the 
masses from under its influence, of freeing the locomo- 
tive of history from its rusty chain-brake. By its 
convulsions, its mistakes, its bureaucratic ultimatism, 
the Stalinist bureaucracy preserves the social dem- 
ocracy, permits it again and again to regain its foot- 
hold. 

The Communist party is a proletarian, anti-bour- 
geois party, even if erroneously. The social democracy, 
though composed of workers, is entirely a bourgeois 
party, which under "normal conditions" is led quite 
expertly from the point of view of bourgeois- aims, 
but which is good for nothing at all under the condi- 
tions of a social crisis. The leaders of the social dem- 
ocracy are themselves forced to recognize, though un- 
willingly, the bourgeois character of the party. Re- 
ferring to the crisis and the unemployment situation, 
Tarnow mouths moth-eaten phrases about the "dis- 
grace of capitalist civilization", quite in the manner of 
a protestant minister preaching on the sinfulness of 
wealth; referring to socialism, Tarnow talks after the 
manner of this same minister when the latter preaches 
about. rewards beyond the grave; but when it comes to 
concrete questions, he assumes another tone: "If on 
September 14th, this spectre (unemployment) had not 
hovered over the ballot box, this day would have been 
written differently into the pages of German history. 
(Report at the Leipzig Congress)." The social dem- 
ocracy lost votes- and seats because capitalism, on ac- 
count of the crisis, had revealed its authentic visage. 
The crisis did not strengthen the party of "socialism", 
on the contrary, it weakened it, just as it depressed 
the trade turn-over, the resources of banks, the self- 
assurance of Hoover and Ford, the profits of the 
Prince of Monaco, etc. Today, one is obliged to look, 
not in bourgeois papers, but in social democratic press 
for the most optimistic evaluations of the conjuncture. 

Can more undebatahle nrrtirfs ^f frho linuvwinic ^k^..^.™- 
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Trade Relations with thell.S.S.R- 



The New York Times of March 19th 
carried a Duranty dispatch, reporting a 
front page headline in IzvestiH, -'Rumors 
about intention of the United States to 
recognize the Soviet Union." The rum- 
ors arc based upon statements emanating 
from London reading about as follows: 

-It is stated here that certain circles 
in Washington feel that recognition of 
Russia may establish un equilibrium of 
forces in the Far East." And then, if 
these rumors should be confirmed, the 
ilrst step would be "the sending of a 
commission to Russia to discuss a trade 
agreement." 

While this dispatch occupied a rather 
obscure plate Walter Duranty is never- 
theless known as one of those reporters 
who keeps his ear to the ground and is 
•■wonderfully" well informed. It should 
not he understood in this case to mean 
actual jtossibilities of recognition. One 
need not put much credence is such rum- 
ors. But Duranty has proven his sagac- 
ity in representing the Stalin views as 
something entirely palatable to the cap- 
italist interests and particularly io guard 
these interests in presenting the views. 
However, for the moment that is beside 
the point. Let us rather dwell for an 
instant upon the two questions of im- 
portance raised in the dispatch. 
Aineriean Imperialist Aggression 

1. The question of possible recogni- 
tion to establish an equilibrium of forces 
in the Far East. 

2. The question of steps following a 
possible recognition to discuss a trade 
agreement with the Soviet Union. 

On the first proposition. Does the in- 
terest of the United States and of the 
Soviet Union in the Far East coincide, 
or even remotely suggest that sort of 
an equilibrium? Of course not. While 
both are opposed to Japanese aggression 
in China obviously it is because of en- 
tirely different reasons. The Soviet 
Union is opposed to Japanese imperialist 
aggression in China, not only hecause it 
may become a threat to its borders, but 
primarily because it is opposed to all 
imperialist aggression. The Soviet Un- 
ion is the opponent of further partition- 
ing in China and a friend and supporter 
of the revolutionary awakening, of the 
Chinese masses. This is not at all the 
case of the United States. As far as 
tills most powerful and most reactionary 
imperialist power is concerned it has one 
main object in view in attempting to 
counterbalance the Japanese aggression 
in China; namely, to, as far as possible, 
reserve this field for its own ruthless 
advance to the exclusion of all others. 
It has its eye on a future Chinese mar- 
ket, in order to climb out of the crisis 
on the knuckles and bones of the Chi- 
nese workers. 

It is with this aim in view that the 
United States endeavors to appear in 
the hyiwcritical role of the friend of 
China— as a "defender" of a defenceless 
.nation. Once more it is attempting to 
extend Its imperialist domain under the 
mask of being a champion of peace, 
while feverishly preparing its armed 
forces for war. 

'With this enormous difference of pol- 
icy in the Far East of the United States 
and of the Soviet Union, how much more 
hypocritical must sound the rumors of 
recognition as a means of an equilibrium 
of forces. It is therefore much more 
necessary to call out to the American 
workers, and to the American Commun- 
ist in particular, not to fall into the 
trap set by the pacifist "defender" of de- 
fenceless nations. The official American 
Communist Party has been carrying on 
a campaign of demonstrations against 
Japanese imperialist aggression in China. 
Naturally Communists are opposed to, 
and should iiglft against, the Japanese 
partitioning of China and the suppres- 
sion of her people. But above all Am- 
erican Communists must tear this decep- 
tive pacifist mask of the American im- 
perialist aggressor. It is well for us 
to remember that the most powerful and 
most reactionary imperialist enemy is at 
home. 

The Question of Soviet Trade Relations 

The second important question intim- 
ated in the Duranty dispatch is the one 
of trade relations with the Soviet Union. 
Undoubtedly there are powerful Ameri- 
can capitalist groups who turn their 
eyes toward the vast market in the 
Workers Republic; the same as there 
are powerful groups struggling against 
any relations wliatever. In regard to 
the latter, we need only recall the re- 
cent demand made by a group of mem- 
bers of Congress for an embargo on all 
products of the Soviet Union. But to 
discuss this question it is necessary first 
of all to discard also in this instance 
any belief of possible overtures for trade 
relations as "peaceful overtures" even 
though they may here also carry the 
cover of a hypocritical mask of pacifism. 
With the crisis growing in intensity it 
can be expected that the American Im- 
perialist will look for markets every- 
where. Capitalism has no scruples. It 
will trade with the devil himself but 
will try to cheat him as all robbers do. 
In turning their eyes toward the Rus- 
sian market these gentlemen do not lor 
one minute fail to keep in mind their 
simultaneous effort to break down, if 



this is precisely one more reason why 
the American workers should not only 
recognize their common interest with 
their brothers of the Soviet Union but 
in a most eflectlve way fight for the pro- 
tection of these common interests. The 
Soviet Union is compelled to rely on 
trade with the capitalist world. It needs 
credits in an increasing measure to con- 
tinue to build its industries. 
Demand V. S. Credits to the Soviet Union 

American trade with the Soviet Union 
grew rapidly up until the end of 1930. 
From a figure, both export and import 
included, of $5,908,000 in 1923, to $138,- 
78r )p 000 in 1930. Due to lack of credits 
from the United States this figure drop- 
ped in 1931 to a total of $116,800,000. It 
stands to reason that only an extension 
of credits will again increase this figure. 

Undoubtedly the first step for Amer- 
ican workers to take to counter any mask 
of recognition as a cover for imperialist 
designs is to increasingly voice the demand 
for extension of large scale credits to 
the Soviet Union. Recently the official 
Communist party has become compelled 
to accept the Left Opposition slogan for 
such credits. But so far only in half- 
hearted manner. It should be made a 
live slogan. 

It could be made so if the party would 
set to work seriously and begin an active 
campaign. We could well conceive of the 
first steps being taken through the call- 
ing of conferences throughout the coun- 
try of all workers organisations, speci- 
fically including the A. P. of L. unions, 
and to place the proposals before them 
to demand the extension of credits. With 
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unemployment pressing ever heavier 
upon the American workers, the prospect 
of increasing trade would be welcomed 
by them. A prospect of increasing trade 
with the Soviet Union, of American fac- 
tories producing in increasing quantities 
for the Soviet market and of goods being 
shipped to help build the industry con- 
trolled by the workers there would have 
double effect here. It would powerfully 
emphasize the community of interests of 
the workers in both countries. It would 
thus also lay a more effective basis for 
actual working class defense of the So- 
viet Union in the present situation of 
ever growing war preparations. The 
Party should not delay in taking this 
step. "A- S. 



Miners Resist New Onslausht 

Unification of Rebel Movements Urgent Duty of Revolutionary Party 



Stool-pigeon Discredited at Marine Trial 



The trial of the three marine workers 
Plot", in process at General Sessions 
Court, reveals clearly the frame-up char- 
acter of the case and its intent to break 
the Independent Tidewater Boatmen's 
Union. The prosecution is determined 
to embroil the union in alleged dynamit- 
ing and bombing activities. It is for 
this purpose that it has propped up as 
its main witness a shady individual by 
the name of Iloyle, a stool-pigeon who 
says he was a member of the Union and 
who has "confessed" to all sorts of fan- 
tastic accusations launched by the Dis- 
trict Attorney. 

Just to get a pieture of the kind of 
evidence and witnesses the prosecution 
relies upon, it is significant to review 
the cross examination of this stool- 
pigeon by the defense. On the stand 
Iloyle confessed to breaking padlocks on 
the powder houses of the Trap Hock Co. 
He posed as a shrewd detective, hunt- 
ing down dangerous criminals, yet admit 
doing the lion's share of the work of 
procuring the dynamite himself. 

Upon the question of the defense at- 
torney : "Did you know you were stealing 
' dynamite?", he answered : "When I 
found out ( !) that I was stealing dynam- 
ite, I made up my mind to follow it and 
see where it went." This in itself is 
enough to stigmatize the stool-pigeon. 

Question by the defense attorney: 
"When you found out that Soderberg was 
after dynamite, did you then decide to 



The insurgent strike of the anthracite 
coal miners of Districts number i and 9 
has collapsed. The men who came out 
are again back at work, with no gains 
made, browbeaten into submission by the 
unholy trinity of the coal operators, the 
V. Jl. W. officials and the Pennsylvania 
state police. Those who have been 
picked as the victims and blacklisted, as 
a punishment for the insurgency, remain 
locked out The thousands of unemploy- 
ed who joined in the movement are left 
to shift for themselves and face the con- 
tinued misery of starvation. 

This strike brought out all the deep 
seated discontent coupled with the sterl- 
ing spirit of rebellion which is saturat- 
ing the mine fields. But the conscious 
expression and conscious direction re- 
quired to face the overwhelming odds 
was not yet at hand. The strike was 
entirely spontaneous in character, its 
program and objective not clearly defined 
and its leadership did not in the least 
rise above that level. Therefore, while 
the heating back of this insurgent move- 
ment, obviously records another working 
class defeat, it is nevertheless one of 
these defeats harboring lessons which 
can become a preparation for 
success. 

The leaders of this strike were not at 
all conscious Left wingers, not to speak 
of being revolutionist. But they found 
themselves in conflict with the degener- 
ated, corrupt union bureaucrats, and 
pressed forward by a membership chaf- 
ing under growing exploitation. In that 



time, hoping for better prospects to re- 
main true to their role of being capital- 
ist agents in the workers' ranks. 

The "truce" as could be expected re- 
mains only so long that it benefits the 
operators. In Indiana, for example, it 
has already, at the time of tiiis writing, 
been broken. The operators have issued 
an ultimatum to the miners and are at- 
tempting to operate with strike break- 
ers. It is backed up by the promise of 
the governor of the state to have troops 
■;i readiness. Once more this verifies our 
Lontention that the capitalist exploiters 
can always rely upon the service of the 
government and its armed forces against 
the workers ; whether or not they strike 
in the name of their official union or 
tii rough an insurgent movement. 

Serious clashes have already resulted 
in Indiana and likewise in Ohio, Scabs' 
have suffered in the determined picketing 
of the striking miners not even protected 
by the tear gas bombs used by sheriffs 
forces. It is therefore clear that 
this situation may hold very serious 
tests in store both in regard to the ac- 
tual power of resistance of the rank and 
file miners and their ability to eireum- 
future vell t the officials slimy maneuvers to ac- 
comodate the operators. 
Can tite Isolated Movements Be United? 
A look at the mine fields today proves 
how complete the discard ly destructive- 
ness has been of the break-up and par- 
titioning of the United Mine Workers by 
its corrupt officials. It has long ago 
ceased to be a nationally lighting unit. 



mislead him?" 

Answer-. Yes. 

Question: "Did you notify the police? 

Answer: "No." 

It must be remembered that the pro- 
secution is building up its case exclu- 
sively on the evidence of this man. Upon 
further cross examination it was dis- 
covered that this same Iloyle was known 
in the army as a notorious liar and-un- 
reliable individual. On the stand Hoyle 
time and again contradicted himself as 
to his concepts of morality, etc. He told 
stories about a ride for dynamite in 
which i>ersons participated whom he is 
unable to identify and whom the prose- 
cution has never bothered to produce. 
The entire evidence of the stool-pigeon 
bore an indisputably shady character. 

On Tuesday, April 5, Thomas Bunker, 
one of the defendants, took the stand, 
declared the whole "confession" of Hoyle 
a lie from beginning to end. Bunker said 
that he had not been at the time of the 
arrest a member of any organization, 
but that he was a revolutionist and ad- 
hered to the necessity of changing the 
present system of society. As we go to 
press, Bunker is stiii under cross exam- 
ination. A full report of the proceedings 
and the outcome of the trial will ap- 
pear in The Militant next week. In the 
meantime money is urgently needed for 
the defense and all workers are request- 
ed to hurry with their contributions, 
care of the Marine Workers Defense 
Committee, 82 East 10th St., N. Y. C. 



sense they expressed the rebellion of thel But should it remain so? That is the 
rank and file. How ruthlessly the capi- most important question. When viewing 



talist owners of industry proceed to 
break down any resistance, incipient or 
consciously expressed, is testified to by 
the fact that five of these strike leaders, 
undoubtedly with many rank and file 
members suffering the same fate, were 
blacklisted and dismissed by the com- 
panies immediately upon the return to 
work. And, of course, in the trial for 
murder of the Harlan, Ky. strikers is yet 
more eloquent and more brutal testimony 
for those who m;v still have doubts. 
Strikes Growing in Other Fields 
Badly scattered and isolated within 
local fields as the miners struggles now 
are, and have been for quite a long time, 
their fighting spirit nevertheless remains 
undaunted. In bhis we have again a pic- 
ture of what has been repeated so often 
before. While the anthracite insurgent 
strike suffered its set-back, new strikes 
are developing and growing elsewhere. 
In that part of (he central competitive 
field embracing Illinois, Indiana and 
Ohio, and at a few other points, ap- 
proximately 75,000 miners went on strike 
on April first. It lias been character- 
ized by operators and U. M. W. officials 
alike sss a sort of a truce rather than 
a strike. In many respects that is true. 
The operators insist upon a drastic wage 
reduction. This the miners are dead 
set against and ready to fight against, 
so much so, that the officials have not 
as yet dared to enter into a wage cut 
agreement and are therefore biding their 



the latest isolated and localized strikes 
much food for thought is available for 
those workers who are ready to do some 



serious thinking. And it is to those that 
we particularly address ourselves. Over 
a period of more than a year the min- 
ers have developed serious resistance to 
the capitalist onslaughts. The militancy 
displayed parallels their history of the 
past. This was manifested alike in the 
Pennsylvania-Ohio strikes lust year of 
the N.~ M. U., in the anthracite insurgent 
strike, in the West Virginia strike, led 
by the Mu-stette progressive and in the 
Kentucky miners strikes. It is develop- 
ing in this present strike. All of them 
remained localized and isolated without 
any efforts to unite them into one move- 
ment. The official party leadership in 
its conduct of mine strike policy is not 
at all exempt from this castigation. And 
yet, in this lies the real problem which 
is becoming an ever more pressing one. 
For effective resistance against the op- 
erators and for a serious light against 
their servile tools holding office in the 
U. M. W. the 'unification of these scat- 
tered movements developing from differ- 
ent directions but essentially striving 
toward the same objective is the first 
command. 

What Should the National Miners 
Union Do? 
What can so far be expected from the 
official party leadership is indicated in 
the recent National Miners Union con- 
vention. There is no trace of measures 
being taken toward this essential unifica- 
tion. It is reported tha this convention 
was put through the gymnastics of the 
usual "searching self-criticism." It dis- 
covered again the many weaknesses of 
"underestimation" and "shortcomings" — 
of the rank and file, of course (!!>— 
which it summed up in "insufficient con- 

(Continued on page 3) 



Hitler Scoffs at Threat to «OutIaw» Nazis 



The press this week reports an in- 
tended ban of the National Socialist or- 
ganizations on the basis of the documents 
seized during the raids on Nazi head- 
quarters in Prussia, some three weeks 
ago. It is significant that the rumors 
emanate from the Prussian ministry of 
the interior and not from the federal 
government. All that is possibly true in 
these rumors is the fact that the social 
democratic workers are bringing press- 
ure upon the socialist Severing who 
heads the Prussiou ministry of the In- 



Freemasons and prominent Jews. Other 
documents contained mobilization plans 
calling for data on airports, their crews 
and the number and type of planes . . . 
What most sorely tried the patience of 
Herr Severing was the recurring refer- 
ence ill the confiscated documents to the 
equipment and personnel of the Prussian 
police and the location of their stores 
of arms and ammunition, as well as to 
the measures prescribed for safeguarding 
the railway service." 
This is enough to 'indicate with what 



terior. So far Severing has only re- thoroughness and how seriously the Fase- 



sorted to strong phrases. The federal 
government remains non-committal" 
and Severing will not by himself act 
without the consent of the Bruening ad- 
mini st ration. 

The documents seized reveal, however, 
broadly and precisely outlined plans on 
part of the Fascists for the seizure of 
power. 

"Among the. instructions to local Nazi 
chieftains," says the New York Times 
report, "was a document calling for the 
names of the police, municipal officials, 
pastors, public school teachers, leading 



Open Letter to the C. E. C. of the U. S. S. R. - by LEON TROTSKY 



possible, its proletarian regime; to forge __-_. _ r «. e ivlnK 

an armed ring around Its borders. But friend Chiang Kai-Shek, receiving 



(Continued from last issue) 
On the international arena, the situa- 
tion was not much different. This Op- 
position fo H ght in 1S23 against the capi- 
tuMtionist policies of Brandler who was 
supported on the Right by Stalin; against 
the Stalinist theory of worker -peasant 
parties; against the confinement of 
Chinese Communism within the iron cage 
of the Kiio Min Tang; against the bloc 
of the Politburo with the Clique of Bri- 
tish strike-breakers; against the whole 
opportunistic, ruinous, Shamefui, thor- 
oughly treacherous "Olicv of Stalin, who 
for several years supported the stirrup 
of Chiang Kai-Shek and exchanged por- 
traits with him on the verv eve of the 
day when Chiang Kai-Shek instituted 
the blood-bath of Shanghai. You your 
selves are sufficiently acquainted with the 
facts and know that there is not 
shadow of exaggeration in my words. It 
is not for nothing that the history of the 
Chinese revolution became a prohibited 
hook in the Soviet Union: each page of 
it burns the fingers of the Stalinist 
clique. 

Wherein does our "counter- revolution- 
ary" activity lie? Among the hundreds 
of present day Stalinist theoreticians 
(hired by the day or by the piece) who 
squirm like worms in the wounds of the 
world proletariat, there are not a few 
volunteers willing to change white into 
black, or into any other color of the 
rainbow. They will not change historic 
facts, however, nor shake the founda- 
tions of Marxism. The Left Opposition 
has the right to be proud of its strug- 
gle against the Stalinist faction in the 
U. S. S. R., in Germany, in China, in 
England, in all parts of the world reach- 
ed by the hand of the opportunistic ap- 
paratus. 

Knocking its forehead against the 
kulak; deceived in its calculations on 

■ ' in- 



stead of gratiDude, a kick from the 
British trade-unionists, who were res- 
cued by it. the Stalinist bureaucracy 
made in 1928, a. whirlwind turn of 180 
degrees over our heads, only to plunge 
into a monstrous economic and political 
adventurism, the accounts of which are 
still to be settled. 

And again the Left Oppositionists— the 
true and only Bolshevik-Leninists in the 
ranks of the international proletariat!— 
quickly and decisively came out against 
the bureaucratic adventurism that is 
armed with the resources of the work- 
ers' government. We warned against 
the irresponsible conversion of the five 
year plan into a four-year-one. Our 
warning has been fully confirmed. The 
artificial race, not prepared either theor- 
etically, or practically, not only made 
it impossible to solve this rather sport- 
ing than economic problem, but deepened 
a series of disproportions which are 
now, in a purely meohanieal fashion, 
driven into the foundation of the second 
five year plan. The Opposition warned 
against the hazardous playing with "com- 
plete collectivization" and with the idea 
■■of the liquidation of classes" within 
the period of the first five year plan. 
Now "complete collectivization" is halted 
and "the liquidation of classes" during 
two or three intermediate stages is trans- 
ferred to the new five year plan. Also 
in this form the problem remains a 
bureaucratic Utopia. As a result of 
forced collectivization and the violation 
of basic economic proportions, the ex- 
tremely difficult food and the general 
material conditions of the working class, 
remain, unfortunately, a reality. 

The working class of Russia has the 
right to be proud of the truly great 
technical achievements . accomplished 
within the last few years. These achieve- 
ments became possible only latter the 
pressure of realities forced the bureau- 



cracy, after some delay, to make the 
platform of the Left Opposition, although 
in perverted and twisted form, the basis 
of its work. The political consciousness 
of the workers has risen to new heights. 
Now no historic force can compel them 
to renounce the foundations laid by the 
October revolution and the methods of 
planned economy verified in actual work. 
They will crush anyone who tries to drag 
them back towards bourgeois democracy 
and capitalism. 

But the same workers realize more 
and more clearly which one of the pol- 
itical groups was the real initiator of 
planned socialist construction and which 
one introduced into the economic work, 
first bureaucratic obstruction, then— the 
adventurist race with extinguished lights. 
The workers want to direct economy 
themselves and not merely to execute 
plans which the Stalinist bureaucracy 
makes behind their backs with the co- 
operation of damagers from the right or 
from the left. The anxiety of the work- 
ers, their dissatisfaction, their as yet 
mute protests— all this follows the line 
of criticism of the Lett Opposition. 

The strengthening of the economic 
foundation of the dictatorship the num- 
erical growth of the proletariat and the 
growth of its self-confidence, lead not 
to the strengthening but to the weaken- 
ing of the political position of the bur- 
eaucracy. Its ranks begin to scatter. A 
small minority holds on even more 
strongly to Stalin as to an anchor of 
safety. The others look about in search 
of reassurance. The Besedovskys, Aga- 
bekovs, Dmitrievskys, perverted career- 
ists, clever scoundrels, hundred-per-cent 
swindlers— how many of them are there 
in the apparatus — cast about for the 
nearest fence over which to make a 
jump into the camp of the class enemy 

The honest elements of the apparatus 
—fortunately, they are a majority— lis- 
ten to the voices from below, compare] 



the stages passed and the discarded 
slogans of the years 1923-26-28-30-32,— 
all these zigzags of bureaucratic blind- 
ness, and convince themselves with hor- 
ror that the Stalinist "general line" is a 
myth, an illusion, a hazy shadow of the 
vacillations of the apparatus itself. 
Thus opens up the chapter of making 
the settlement for the revision of the 
basis of scientific socialism, for the 
brazen violation of the party. 

The mistakes and crimes of the bur- 
eaucracy for the nine years have not 
passed unpunished. The Stalinist system 
is nearing a decisive crisis. The episode 
with the "half-Trotskyist" Yaroslavsky 
would have seemed absolutely impossi- 
ble a year, or a year and a half ago, 
when I wrote of the first "creak in the 
apparatus". Now this episode does not 
astonish anyone, on the contrary, it is 
accepted as an unmistakable symptom 
of a deeper process. The Stalinist ap- 
paratus has ceased to be the Stalinist 
apparatus. It has become a system of 
contradictions arid breaks. As the work- 
ers become ever more impatient with the 
bossing of the bureaucracy, the apparatus 
becomes ever more distrustful of the 
leadership of Stalin; the two processes 
are connected with each other. The 
more fiercely, therefore, is the crowded 
Stalinist faction forced to fight for the 
retention of its leading positions. 

You started the struggle against 
"Trotskyism" under the flag of "the old 
Bolshevik Guard". To the false pre- 
tense, invented by yourselves, of a one- 
man leadership on the part of Trotsky, 
you counterposed "the collective leader- 
ship of the Leninist Central Committee". 
.What has remained of the collective 
leadership and what has remained of the 
Leninist Central Commitee? The appar- 
atus independent of the working class 
and of the party prepared the dictator- 
(Continued on page 2) 



ists are preparing for the seizure of 
power with the aid of army and police 
officials. To the news that these docu- 
ments were published and that a ban 
against his organizations Is being plan- 
ned, Hitler has replied very briefly; 
"Bah! Piffle!" 

Hitler knows very well that he has 
nothing to fear in so far as the inter- 
ference of the bourgeois government is 
concerned. He knows that he already 
has important positions in the admini- 
stration apparatus. What Hitler does 
fear is united action on part of the 
working class. He knows that a united 
front of the working class movement 
alone would strike fear into the hearts 
of his following. That is why he is pro- 
ceeding so carefully. 

Hitler's strategy at the present mo- 
ment is concentrated on getting some 
measure of popular surcess with which 
to prop up the morale of his heterogene- 
ous following for a decisive blow. That 
is one of the reasons for his "legalistic" 
policy. He is hoping for a sort of par- 
liamentary victory in the Prussian elec- 
tions as the proper moment to strike. It 
Is most likely that he will continue along 
this line until the elections to the Prus- 
sian Diet next month. This is the ele- 
ment of greatest value in the present 
social struggle in Gerniany. The Fasc- 
ist leaders are well aware of this. 

The official party has appreciably 
modified its position of "strategic retreat" 
before Fascism. To a great extent, this 
has taken place under the pressure of 
the criticism of the Left Opposition. A 
further ohange along the same line ia 
absolutely necessary. The united front 
of all workers' organizations in the fight 
against Fascism is imperative. No time 
is to be lost. The enemy is at the gates 
of the German proletariat. Stalinist 
confusionism mu^t iie brushed aside, if 
the proletariat of Germany and with it, 
the working class of the entire world. 
Is not to surfer a defeat, the disastrous 
consequences of which can hardly be cal- 
culated in advance. 
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(Continued from page 1} 
ship of Stalin independent of the appar- 
atus. Now to pledge loyalty to the 
"Leninist Central Committee" would 
mean the same as openly to raise the 
banner of rebellion. Tile only acceptable 
formula of loyalty is an oath to the name 
of Stalin. Orator, propagandist, journ- 
alist, theoretician, pedagogue, sportsman 
—must include in his speech, article, 
or lecture, the phrase of the infallability 
of the policy of the Central Committee 
"under the leadership of Stalin*' which 
means of the infa liability of Stalin rid- 
ing astride the Central Committee. 
This means that every party member and 
Soviet employee, from I he president of 
the Council of Peoples' Commissars to 
a modest provincial clerk, must give 
openly, before the whole country an 
oatli to the effect that in case of dis- 
agreement between the Central Commit- 
tee and Stalin, he, the undersigned, will 
support Stalin against the C. C To this 
level are now practically reduced the 
by-laws of the party and the Soviet con- 
stitution. 

This sort of thing is going further and 
further. The official anniversary article 
on the Red Army (February 23) states 
that the "Communist Party" with its 
Leninist Central Committee headed by 
comrade Stnlln is the leader of all the 
armed forces of the Soviet Union. This 
means that the Red Army is called upon 
to be loyal to the Soviets of the work- 
ing masses, to the proletariat and Its 
vanguard as long as Stalin wili remain 
"at the head" of the party. This means 
that on the day when the party will no 
longer desire this costly leader sip, the 
Red Army will have to support Stalin 
against the party. There can be no 
other meaning in the oath to the name 
of Stalin. This is a new stage in a sys- 
tematic, planned, persistent preparation 
of botiapartism. Re-read history! 

When you started the struggle within 
the party under the name of the snig- 
gle against "Trotskyism", you formed 
within the official Politburo a secret 
Politburo, or "the seven"— against me. 
You had your secret meetings, your dis- 
cipine secret from the party, your secret 
code for communications with agents of 
the ronspirat-y in the provinces. The 
baiting of Trotsky and of "Trotskyism" 
went parallel with the stifling of the 
party's independence ; one and the other 
were equally necessary for the triumph 
of bureaucracy. 

Now similar work, although in carica- 
tured, bouapartist form, is being per- 
formed on a new historic stage. Doubt- 
lessly the narrow faction of Stalin has 
its own secret staff, its slogans and 
pass-words its agents and its -codes; the 
conspiracy against the apparatus is 
pushed full speed ahead, while the ap- 
paratus is still in conspiracy against the 
party. The despotism of Stalin under - 
mnied from below hastens to assume 
ever more finished forms from above. 

The party threatens bo intervene in 
the conflict which has started between 
Stalin and the apparatus. It must in- 
tervene, lest the class enemy intervene. 
To help the party intervene powerfully 
is the aim of the Left Opposition. Of 
this very thing Stalin is in mortal fear, 
lie wants to strangle the party complete- 
ly before he setles with the apparatus. 
That is why the XVIlth party conference 
was treated to a new campaign against 
"Trotskyism". That is why this confer- 
ence was transformed into a roll-call of 
those loyal to Stalin. And that is why 
it was necessary to complete the confer- 
ence by your decision of February 20th. 
The meaning of this policy is, that each 
new blow at the party is inseparable 
from a blow to "Trotskyism". In this 
lies the strength of the Opposition. In 
this lies the doom of Stalin. 

You long ago substituted for inner- 
party democracy, "self-criticism". In 
the beginning it meant that one may crit- 
icize any one outside of the Central Com- 
mittee. Later it means that one may 
driticii-.e only those whom the C. C. or- 
ders to be criticized. Now it means 
that one may critieiae any one but 
Stalin and must bait any member of the 
G. C. who does not swear by the name 
of Stalin. Above the party, above the 
apparatus, above criticism — ■ stands 
Stalin. The law of his infallibility takes 
on u retroactive character. The history 
of the party is rebuilt around the Stal- 
inist infallability as around a new axis. 
Any one who has not succeeded in re- 
arming himself, inevitably falls -under 
the knife. 

It was found necessary to turn a rev- 
olutionary party which bases itself on a 
scientific doctrine and a great tradition 
into a temple where Kaganovitch, in the 
role of high priest, burns incense to the 
idoi of eternal perfection. All that is 
lacking to complete the system is that 
the dogma of the immaculate concep- 
tion be added to the dogma of infall- 
ability. 

Can there be anything more malignant, 
more debased and shameful than the in- 
troduction of su perm on arch ical author- 
ity into the party of (he proletariat. 
Perhaps you do not know where it leads 
to: Re-read history. The dogma of life- 
time infallability is the most unques- 
tionable, the most shameful expression 
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of the fact that Stalin's management is 
in irreconcilable contradiction with the 
economic, political and cultural devel- 
opment of Soviet, democracy, and — what 
is no less important— with the historical 
problems of the world proletarian van- 
guard. 

Just think of it, only after one decade 
and a half since the October revolution 
there stands at the head of the Comin- 
tern, Manuilsky. You know this person 
no less than I do. None of us over took 
him seriously. During all critical mo- 
ments he vacillated, was confused and 
retreated; always and ever he sought a 
master. In 11)18 he declared in print 
that Trotsky saved Bolshevism from na- 
tional limiteduess. In 1923, once more 
in print, he cailed Irfmin and Trotsky 
the creators of the theory and practice 
of the Communist International. You 
will say that he was motivated by per- 
sonal reasons? i will not dispute it. 
But in that case he miscalculated. "The 
three" gave Manuilsky an ultimatum; 
either to start a campaign against Rak- 
ovsky who was universally respeced, or 
to be crushed. You know Manuilsky: he 
chose the first. And now, frightful to 
think: Manuilsky is the leader of the 
Comintern ! 

The strategy of Marx and Lenin, the 
historical experience of Bolshevism, the 
great lessons of 1917— everything is dis- 
torted, maimed, slandered. Yesterday's 
mistakes of the bureaucracy are not dis- 
closed and not refuted, are transformed 
into an obligatory tradition and on each 
turn of the road serve as traps aud pit- 
falis. 'Die leadership of the Comintern 
has become an organized saboiage of the 
international proletarian revolution. Its 
crimes are countless. And now before 
your very eyes is being prepared the 
most terrible of them all. 

The theory of social Fascism in which 
the ignorance of Stalin is coupled with 
fhe irresponsibility of Manuilsky has 
become a noose around the neck of the 
German proletariat. Under the whip of 
the Stalinist clique the miserable, con- 
fused, frightened, terrified C. C. of the 
German Communist Party helps with all 
its might — cannot but help— the leaders 
of the German social democracy to be- 
tray the German working class for cruc- 
ifixion by Hitler. 

And do you think: that the forged 
scrap of paper of February 20th will 
stop the developments of Bolshevik crit- 
icism? Siop us from the fulfillment of 
our duty? Frighten our adherents? 

Already in not less than twenty coun- 
tries there are cadres of Bolsheviks who 
by right feel themselves to be the con- 
tinuators of (he Marxian tradition, of 
the school of Lenin, of the command- 
ments of the October revolution. You 
will not shut them up! 

Of course, .Stalin hits not had his last 
practical say. The arsenal of his means 
is known: Lenin weighed them and 
characterized them. But these means 
can now suffice- on! y for personal revenge. 
The blows at the old intra nsigennt fight- 
er Uakovsky, the shooting of the "trait- 
or" Blnmkin and his substitution by the 
real Stalinist Agabekoff, the shooting at 
Bolsheviks interned in the solitaries, the 
small, very modest nad unnoticeable aid 
to class enemies against a revolutionary 
opponent, — for this fhe Stalinist arsenal 
will yet suffice. But not more than for 
this ! 

You know Stalin no less than I do. 
Many of you, in conversations with me 
or with persons near to me, evaluated 
Stalin more than once and without il- 
lusions. The strength of Stalin was al- 
ways, not in himself but in the appar- 
atus; or in himself in so far as he re- 
mained the complete incorporation of 
bureaucratic automatism. Separated 
from the apparatus, eounterposed to the 
apparatus — Stalin is hut an empty space. 
The man who was yesterday the symbol 
of bureaucratic power, will be tomorrow 
in the eyes of ail the symbol of bureau- 
cratic bankruptcy. It is time to do away 
with the Stalinist myth, it is necessary 
to entrust oneself to the working class 
and its real, not fake party. 

Read again the resolutions of the 
plenums of the Central Committee for 
the years 1920 and 1027, read again the 
statements of the Opposition, you have 
a fuller set of documents than I have. 
And you will be convinced again that 
the whole evolution of the party, of the 
apparatus, of the Stalinist clique were 
foretold by us. all the milestones were 
indicated before. The decomposition of 
the Stalinist system accuses with the ex- 
act observance of the manner indicated 
by the Opposition. Do you want to fol- 
low this road further? But there is no 
road further. Stalin has brought you 
to an im]>asse. You cannot come out 
on the road without liquidating Stalin- 
ism. You must trust to the working 
class, give the proletarian vanguard the 
possibility, through free criticism from 
top to bottom, to review the whole So- 
viet system and pitilessly cleanse it of 
the accumulated rubbish. It is time, 
finally, to fulfill the last urgent advice 
of Lenin : to remove Stalin. 

In the work of the regeneration of the 
party aud of Soviet democracy the Iieft 
Opposition is toady io take a direct part 
at any time. It can be trusted. It re- 
presents a selection of revolutionists, 
whole-heartedly devoted to tiie dictator- 
ship of the proletariat. It is a priceless 
leave n for the crushed, torn party, un- 
dermined from the top by careerism and 
servility. 

Great problems are again being placed 
by history on the order of the day : in 
the Far Bast and especially in the centre 
of Europe, in Germany. When meas- 
ures of great policy are needed Stalin 
finesses with petty police measures. The 
Opposition will step over the decision of 
February 20th as a worker on the way 
to work steps over a mud puddle. 

Bolshevik- Leninists, forward! 
Prinkipo, March 1, 1932 

— L. TROTSKY. 
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Opposition Branch Formed 
In Newark 

Several weeks ago a branch of the 
Communist League of America (Opposi- 
tion) was organized in Newark, N. J. 
The branch is rather small, having only 
six members at the present time, but 
there is a growing sentiment for the 
Left Opposition among the Party mem- 
bers and the Communist sympathizers. 
This fact was amply demonstrated the 
first lecture arranged by the branch on 
Sunday afternoon, March aith, at the 
Workers' Home, 37-Kifll Ave. A crowd 
of forty men and women gave their 
closest attention to the lecture, delivered 
by comrade Basky on the World Situa- 
tion, the Problems and Tasks of the 
Communist Movement. The speaker gave 
a historical sketch of the origins smd 
development of the Left Opposition since 
1023 up to the present time, counter- 
posing the Marxian program of the Left 
Opposition to the opportunist policies of 
the Stalinist bureaucracy. 

A large number of questions were itns- 
wercd by the speaker with such an effect 
that some of the Party sympathisers 
made a statement that they came to fhe 
meeting with a hostile feeling to the 
Opposition but their feelings were quite 
reversed. After the meeting some of 
[hem declared their intention of joining 
the branch. 

The lecture was followed by a meeting 
of the branch and a program was decid- 
ed upon for further activity including a 
systematic sale of The Militant, and lit- 
erature of the Left Opposition, a series 
of open air meetings during the sum- 
mer, arrangements for other indoor lec- 
tnres. A still more elaborate program 
is contemplated by the branch for the 
fall season, including the organization 
of an open forum. 

Free Speech in the Party? 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 

The Daily Worker Headers' Forum 
conducted by the Communist party each 
Sunday afternoon deserves honorable 
mention in permiting a hitherto unpre- 
cedented step forward in the form of 
democratic discussion, since the expul- 
sion of the Left Opposition more than 
three years ago. 



The question under discussion last O. and ex-Party members were present,, $1().,T0 worth of literature was sold, 
week was that of the war danger. The in spite of the party decision to boycott and there was a substantial collection, 
point of view of the official party was | the meeting. [Three subs were gotten and two new 



expressed by Norman Hersnick. Comrade 
Avrin, of the Left Opposition took issue 
with the speaker stressing the danger to 
the revolutionary vanguard aud the U. 
S. S. K. emanating from the threat of a 
Fascist Germany. Comrade Avrin was 
given the tioor three times during the 
discussion to present the point of view 
of the Left. Opposition before the ;iOO 
workers who attended the forum. 

This is a step forward io the develop- 
ment of a basis for clarification in the 
ranks of the party members and ,\vm- 
jiathizers on the differences between the 
Stalin faction ami the Left Opposition 
under comrade Trotsky. We hope this 
form of clarification becomes a part of 
general party policy, because it is only 
in this way, in viewing and discussing 
the differences openly before the [Kirty 
that real clarity anil cohesion can be 
obtained and training provided for firm 
revolutionary tighter-'. 

— S. A. 

Trotsky Meeting in Duluth 

DULUTH, MINN. 

In spite of definite threats of a "broken 
head if he speaks Friday on Trotsky", 
comrade Sam Bloomberg, well-known 
party member and a figure in the Win- 
nipeg General Strikes of 101!!. addressed 
a mass meeting of over 150 attentive 
workers Friday night in Moose Temple 
on the "Truth About Trotsky", thus 
breaking through a ring of slander and 
intrigue maintained by the Stalinists 
against the Left Opposition for over two 
years since the occasion when comrade 
Shachtman last spoke here. The meet- 
ing marks a forward step for the Op- 
]X)sition in a city having a militant class- 
struggie tradition like Duluth. 

It was originally scheduled to be held 
at Camel Hail. Bur since that hall is 
also rented on a monthly basis by the 
Sfalinitcs, the management was pressed 
into refusing to allow the hail for a 
Trotsky meeting. As is to be expected, 
this bureaucratic attempt to suppress the 
meeting aroused determination on tiit* 
part of the workers to hear the point 
of view of the Left Opposition, and, in 
spite of a blixzard, made our meeting 
successful. A few party members and 
a number of T. U. U. L„ F. S. U., I. W. 



Comrade O'Rourke, the chairman, whoj [members joined the League. Workers, 



Militant Drive YeaUs Result 



It is possible now to say that the 
drive is yielding results. It is enough 
to compare last week's standing with 
this week's reiwrt to see what a leap for- 
ward the drive has taken. To enable 
everyone to make this comparison easily 
we give below both figures. The figure 
immediately following the city is last 
week's figure, the second iigarc is this 
week's : 

New York, last week— 17, this week — 
20; Minneapolis — 5:lfi; Chicago — 3 :7; 
Boston— 4:4; St. Louis— 1 :1 ; Newark 
1 :1 ; Philadelphia — 1 :1 ; Montreal— :1 ; 
Miscellaneous — 12:15. 

The drive seems to be developing into 
a contest between the New York and 
Minneapolis branches. Our other branch- 
es should not permit them to make it a 
contest between themselves but should 
make strenuous efforts to overcome their 
lead. 

They can take a leaf from our Minnea- 
polis branch. Comrade Coover in re- 
porting eleven subs, says : "Minneapolis 
is oft fo a start on the drive and the 
other branches are going to have to step 
on it. from now on or take a rubbing and 
this goes for the New York branch as 
well as the others. The score at the 
close of March is as follows: (each $1 
for subs counts as one point ; 50c as a 
1-2 point, etc.) Team 1: Myies B. 
Dunne, Capt. — Fannie Barach — 3-2 
points; V. . Dunne — points; Sam Les- 
sin — 2 1-2 points ; Chester Johnson — 21-2 
points; total for Team 1 on March 31st 
— 17 1-Ji points ; Team 2 : Willian Curran, 
Opt. — Carl Cowl^ points; Carl Skog- 
lund— 2 points; Sam Zalmanoff — 2 points 
O. Coover — 1 point ; Total for Team 2 on 
March 31st— 1-2 points. 

"Myles Dunne's Team 1 evened the 
score with the captain of Team 2. Wm. 
Curran, when they indudced one of the 
Team 2 members to turn over to a mem- 
ber of Team 1 money collected for a 
sub; and then to add insult to injury 
they outdistanced us during the first 
month of the sub drive by 8 points. All 
the Team 2 members swear vengeance 
and some of our heavy hitters are going 
to do some batting during the month of 
April. So Team 1 had better watch 
their step. Up to April 1st the total 
points scored bv the Minneapoils branch 
is 17. Watch out New York! We are 
after jon." 

This is the spirit, Minneapolis. New 
York is on its toes, hitting on all six. 
It's ready to take on all challenges. It 
rerets that it can't be in on that ban- 
quet to be given by the- losing team at 
the close of the drive. It means to come 
out on top of the 'heap on June 1st. 

Sub getters can take a tip from a sub- 
scriber from Waubun, Minn., who in 
taking advantage of the combined rate 
of $2. for a year's subscription to both 
The Militant and Young Spartacus, 
writes; "Times continue very hard out 
here but one must have The Militant and 
it is hard to pass up a bargain like the 
present one in the drive." A word ~t"o 
the wise is sufficient. 

Another encouraging sign is the in- 
creased number of 25c subs for 8 issues. 
Almost any worker who is not totally 
unemployed can afford a quarter for 
eight issues, especially now when inter- 
est in Germany is so keen and we are 
running extracts from comrade Trotsky's 
latest work on Germany — "What Next?". 
This is, of course, as good an inducement 



for larger subs. And when combined 
with the literature premiums that. go 
with the longer subs fa free paper bound 
copy of the Permanent Revolution with 
each .$2.— 1 year sub ; a free copy of the 
Strategy of the World Revolution with 
each $1 — ■<> months sub: any one of our 
10c pamphlets with a i)0c — 13 issues sub] 
should prove irresistible. 

The results of the drive are also to 
be seen in the increase in the stuff of 
Militant builders. It is now much larg- 
er. Minneapolis sticks out all over it: 
A, Konilow still heads the list with 4. 
The others are S. Barach — 3; V. R. 
Dunne— 3 ; C. Cowl— 3 ; C. Skoglund— 2 ; 
J. Carter— 1 ; R. Raskin— 1 ; W. Curran 
— 1 ; X. Zalmanoff— 1; L. Basky— 1 ; 11. 
Sacharow — 1; A. Swabeck— 1 ; A. Clotzer 
— 1; Logan — J; Kaldis — 1; M. Kngel — 1; 
(i. Ray— 1. 

On fhe negative side it is necessary 
to report that bundle orders are stand- 
ing still. Last week they were: Chicago 
— 2; Newark — 1. This week there is no 
increase. To build up this end of th? 
drive we have printed posters for dis- 
play on newstands and in bookstores. 
We supply them free. We will ship 
them immediately on request. 

Also on the negative side is the lack 
of res]>onse for free copies for free dis- 
tribution. Militants in storage are a 
frozen asset. We have embarked on an 
anti--hoarding campaign of our own. 
Every branch, every comrade should call 
on these Militants to come out. of hidin. 
Put them in circulation. Just state the 
quantity and say what they are wanted 
for. We'll [)ick out appropriate issues 
and ship them right out. 

And after they are distributed and 
workers have had an opportunity to read 
and judge for themselves we must fol- 
low up with sales of current issues. In 
this way we can enlarge the readers of 
our press. 

Sub getters should remember that the 
Opposition press consists of four organs 
Where we cannot get a sub for Militant 
or Young Spartacus because a worker 
has difficulty in reading English wc 
should try for a sub for Unser Kami, 
or Cemmunistes, or the Russian Bulletin 
or ('ommunismo. 

Now everybody into the drive! Get 
subs! Get renewals! Hunt up, dig out 
a newsstand, a bookstore! Order post- 
ers! Order and distribute back num- 
bers! Sell current issues! Increase the 
circulation of the Militant! Make the 
subscription drive a success! Buiid the 
Opposition press! 
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is an old Duluth militant, a R. li. en- 
gineer, opened the meeting and intro- 
duced comrade Bloomberg. In an hour 
and a <piarter speech, marked by bril- 
liant analysis and conviction, Bloomberg 
told the story of Trotsky and the Left 
Opposition, the alleged "differences" with 
Lenin from 10U3 on, the theory of so- 
cialism in one country, the role of the 
Left Opposition in bringing the Commun- 
ist movement back on the base of Marx- 
ism-Leninism. ">"or years 1 was pre- 
judiced and poisoned against the Left 
Opposition by the Stalinite press. It 
took me two years of study and prac- 
tical observation to convince me that 
Trotsky is right and that the hope of 
the international Communist movement 
rests in the success of the Lett Opposi- 
tion." Bloomberg's declaration was well 
received. 

O'Rourke then, introduced comrade Carl 
Cowl, the secretary of the Minneapolis 
branch of fhe Communist League, who 
spoke on "Why the Centrist Bureaucracy 
Defeated tiie Left Opposition". Citing 
the defeats of the proletariat in Bul- 
garia (192:?), Oermany (1923) Esthonia 
(3!!24) Great Britain (VJ2C) China 
(10271 and the stabilization of capital- 
ism connected with these catastrophes, 
together with the weariness engendered 
in the Russian proletariat after the 
heroic straining of forces in the years 
of the revolution and civil war, Cowl ex- 
plained the new confidence placed in the 
petty bourgeois strata of the city ;ind 
village and in the bourgeois elements of 
the state bureaucracy who gained con- 
siderable strength on the basis of the 
N. E. P. The centrist apparatus, sup- 
porting itself on these elements aud «x- 
ploiting the passivity of the proletariat, 
crushed the Left, revolutionary wing of 
the Party and revised the principles of 
Marxism-Leninism. He depicted the ly- 
ing and disloyal camjiaign used to poison 
the minds of the party members. It is 
necessary to combat their lies with the 
truth, i heir disloyalty by comradely 
methods, their irresponsibility before 
the working class by serious work. He 
called on every member of the audience 
to hear the other side of the question 
by reading and subscribing to The MILI- 
TANT and UNSER KAMF and YOUNG 
SPARTACUS and the pamphlets on spe- 
cille problems before the world work- 
ing class. Further, those workers who 
are in agreement with the principles and 
aims of the Left Opposition, should not 
hesitate, but should join our ranks and 
help our cause. 

Comrade Carl Skoglund, member of 
the National Committee of fhe Com- 
munist League, then took the floor on the 
German elections and gave an analysis 
of the dangerous and compromising posi- 
tion the Stalinists were leading the Ger- 
man party into. He explained precisely 
what Fascism is azid the stupidity of 
the slogan: After Fascism — the Workers 
Dictatorship, which betrays and disarms 
the German working class in the primary 
struggle against Fascism. He revealed 
the figures in the recent elections and 
exposed the false analysis of "victory" 
for the Communists who gained a few 
hundred thousand votes as compared to 
six million of the Fascists. The German 
question will not be solved in the elec- 
tions or in parliament, lie said, but in 
the class struggle, and finally by the 
united forces of the proletariat against 
the reaction. 

The speakers were harassed with ques- 
tions aud discussion, a few Stalinites 
adding fo the interest of the meeting by 
raising tiie old chestnuts about writing 
in the capitalist press, aiding Bruening 
and others, some of which actually 
brought laughter from the audience. 
There were some serious statements of 
support together with a recount of a 
number of incidents in Duluth illus- 
trating wrong party tactics, leading to 
lack of confidence and disrespect and 
finally isolation from the workers. 



after the meeting, expressed amazement 
that they could have been so deceived by 
tiie Party press and asked for more such 
meetings. With the present program of 
adventurism of the party continuing in 
force, there is every possibility of build- 
ing a good branch in Duluth which will 
bo able to heip restore the confidence 
and support of fhe working class in 
Communism. — C. C. 

The Struggle Around 
tne Volkszeitung 

For some time now, a fierce struggle 
has been going for the control of the 
New York Volliszritttng, long established 
as a working class paper in the German 
language and at one time a Communist 
organ, [n this struggle, it now appears, 
the yellow socialists are definitely gain- 
ing the upper hand. The editorship is 
in the hands of a "socialist " of doubtful 
repute, the policies are at one with those 
of the treacherous social democratic 
press in Oermuny. 

The opposition to the socialist-; is of- 
fered by members of the former I^ire 
organization, the " Verba ml Internation- 
ale!- Arbeiler". There appear to be 
among this opposition not a few honest 
revolutionary workers who feel the dis- 
grace that has fallen upon tiie Yolks- 
Keitung rather keenly. And yet it is 
precisely the obstinate centrist policy of 
Lore, the illusions be created about a 
middle road between Communism smd 
social democracy that is most heavily re- 
sponsible for Ibis condition. The Left 
OpiKlsitioll long ago exposed tins decep- 
tive policy and warned in time that it 
could only lead to abject surrender be- 
fore the reformists. By cutting his rev- 
olutionary followers off from the current 
of Communism, by wiping out the funda- 
mental and unbridgable differences be- 
tween (he Communists and the reform- 
ists, by vacillating between the two in 
an attempt to exploit the "shortcomings" 
of each for centrist ends. Lore merely 
prepared the ground for the domination 
of the fakers. 

This is a lesson worth while learning. 
The "logic" of the centrist, position Is 
here proven in practice. The honest, 
sincere workers in the Volkszeitung op- 
position will no doubt draw their con- 
clusions from it. Their's is the task now 
to find the road back to Communism. It 
is their first duty not to stop with the 
attack on the shameful pro-Iliadenburg 
articles of the Volkszeitung but to view 
the implications of the entire German 
situation today and to make clear for 
themselves as fo which of the Commun- 
ist currents represents (lie true needs 
of the working class In this, the Left 
Opposition is ready to give them all the 
aid at. its disposal. It will follow the 
developments more closely in coming is- 
sues of T1»e Militant. 

Attention y.C.L.-erl 

To a Member of the Y. C. L. in Browns- 
ville: 

We have received a letter from a mem- 
ber of the Young Communist League in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., which we are requested 
to print in the Militant. The content 
of the letter is a criticism of some of the 
activities of the Y. C. L. Although we 
have no objection to printing letters from 
leaders of the Militant, nevertheless we 
cannot print ieters without knowing the 
identify of the individual who has writ- 
ten the letter. We will of course upon 
the request of the writer withhold pub- 
lication of the name, but in order to have 
a guarantee of the accuracy of the facts 
and the genuineness of the document we 
must be informed of the identify of the 
correspondent. Wili the author of the 
above mentioned letter please communi- 
cate with us. 
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IN THE INTERNATIONAL OF LAIOI 

Re>ie»$ and News of the Working Class and Revolutionary Movements 

German Opposition Shows the Way 



Communists of Bruchal Apply Genuine Leninist United Front Tactic 



In the town of Bruchsal, the local 
group of the German Left Opposition 
is the only Communist organization. 
Free from the stranglehold of Stal- 
inism and its disastrous policies, our 
Brnchsal comrades have been able to 
carry on the work of the Communist 
party on their own initiative. Equip- 
ped with the Leninist orientation of 
the International Left Opposition 
and intent on putting it into practice, 
the Brnchsal Oppositionists have 
succeeded in establishing a success- 
ful united front of all the local pro- 
letarian mass organizations in the 
tight against Fascism. On the basis 
■of their correct policy and action, 
they have succeeded in increasing 
the ranks of Communism one hun- 
dred per cent within the last few 
weeks, gaining in membership and 
founding new groups «>f the Left 
Opposition in the immediate vicinity, 
raising Communist influence in the 
local working class into a factor to 
be reckoned with. 

Our Bruchsal comrades are carry- 
ing on their struggle with all forces 
at their disposal. This is in itself 
important work. But even more im- 
portant is the example they have 
shown for our German party as a 
whole: the example of actual Lenin- 
ist mass work in the struggle tor the 
majority of the proletariat and the 
defeat of Fascism. In the present 
social ferment in Germany, the work 
of the Bruchsal Oppositionists stands 
out as a light house illuminating the 
Bolshevik solution. 

We bring below a report of the 
progress of the Bruchsal Left Opposi- 
tion.— Kd. 

The C. P. G. in Forst Joins the L. O. 
Due to the influence of the Left Op- 
position, tiie local organization of Hie 
C. I'. G. in the town of Forst has placed 
itself on the positions of the Left. Opposi- 
tion. As old comrades, the Communists 
of Forst have not been able to allow all 
that they have previously learned from 
the C. P. G. to be called counter-revolu- 
tionary. They have decided to light side 
by side with the Left Opposition against 
the false course of the O. P. G., to de- 
fend the heritage of Lenin with us. 

In view of the present political chaos, 
the comrades in Forst attempted to form 
the united front with the social democra- 
tic workers according to the Bruchsal 
example. Unfortunately, it has up to 
now only remained an attempt, because 
the S. P. G. workers have in the mean- 
time received instructions from the S. P. 
G. bureaucracy to create the/'iron front." 
For this reason, the S. P. G. function- 
aries in Forst informed us, the matter 
of the united front will have to he post- 
poned until after the presidential elec- 
tions. All this only shows how strong 
the hold of the bureaucracy on the social 
democratic workers still is. In spite of 
this, we wilt not rest, as sincere and 
convinced Communists, until we have 
opened the eyes of the very last social 
democratic worker to the criminal ac- 
tions of his leaders. 

How the Party Bureaucracy 
"Liquidates" the L. O. in Bruchsal 

For several weeks, the party bureau- 
cracy has attempted with all possible 
means to gain a foothold in Bruchsal, in 
order to smasJi the Opposition movement. 
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{Continued from page 1) 
tact with the field." One may ask, "Where 
was the contact if not with the field?" 
This is about on a par with the party 
leaderships' attiude to the anthracite in- 
surgent strike. In that vital situation it 
could only find the insufficiency of the 
demand for '•equalization of work". How 
futile is such analysis when one views 
the broad sweeps of the many almost 
simultaneous, isolated rebel movements 
which the party leadership could not see, 
or refused to see. 

The convention adopted the slogan 
"face to the lield". Essential as this is, 
it still leaves that main problem of un- 
ification entirely out of account. This is 
the real need of the movement for which 
the revolutionary party is first of all 
called upon to advance a solution. 

The objective situation in the mine 
fields is ever more richly providing the 
material ready to hand. Would it cot 
be a simple measure, entirely in accord 
with the duty of a revolutionary party, 
utilizing the National Miners Union as 
the medium, to approach the rebelling 
miners everywhere, through their local 
organizations, through their insurgent 
groups, to the rank and file direct as 
well as to their accepted leaders and to 
their imposed leaders, and seriously de- 
mand that in the common interests of ail 
miners steps should be taken for a united 
front against the common enemy ! Would 
that not be the most effective way to 
defeat the designs of the imposed lead- 
er, the corrupt office holders, as well 
as to clearly bring out the weakness and 
insufficient of the timid and opportun- 
ist progressives? Would it not be hailed 
by the 'miners as a serious step toward 
establishing a new national unity of 
their ranks. 

While the U. II. W. is broken up and 
scattered in a localized existence, it has 
not disappeared. A serious united front 
movement must also proceed by build- 
ing a Left wing movement within it 



At first they tried to allow, us to cooper- 
ate in the Red United Front organs. But 
when the Karlsruhe comrades of the 
Red United Front wanted to call upon 
the Bruchsal comrades to speak as re- 
porters before the meetings of the un- 
employed, the bureaucracy put its foot 
down and forbade this. They are now 
a tempting to approach the Bruchsal or- 
ganization by means of the International 
Labor Defense. The Bruchsal comrades 
declared their readiness to build up a 
branch of the I. L. I>., on condition that 
they receive a written guarantee that 
Opposition comrades will enjoy the same 
rights within it as all the other com- 
rades. For better or worse, the party 
bureaucracy had to consent to this. Al- 
though we have declared ourselves pre- 
pared to begin this work, the bureau- 
cracy does not as yet seem to be satis- 
fied. It has sought out several com- 
rades in Bruchsal to undertake the 
shameful labors of destroying the Bruch- 
sal group of the Opposition. But what 
these comrades have done up to now 
has only turned to the discredit of the 
C. P. G. They only proved before the 
Bruchsal workers the correctness of the 
Ijeft Opposition policy. 

In a meeting of the unemployed in 
Bruchsal, to which these .half-baked 
party comrades invited a speaker from 
Karlsruhe, these comrades made the pro- 
posal that a party comrade be allowed 
to speak besides the reporter of the Left 
Opposition, and demanded that their pro- 
posal be voted on. Through this stupid 
manner of action, they only got them- 
selves an oveow helming defeat. The 
meeting of the unemployed, with an at- 
tendance of 500 workers, decided against 
3 votes, to reject the proposal. It is by 
such methods that the party attempts 
to win over the masses in Bruchsal. 

In the Communist Arbeiterseitung of 
February 4, they published an article in 
which they call the Bruchsal comrades 
renegades. We are also accused of glor- 
ifying the counter-revolutionary Trotsky 
and of still maintaining the anti-Marxist 
and anti-Leninist theory of Trotsky about 
tihe impossibility of building socialism in 
one country. We are, they say further, 
telling fairy tales when we insist that 
thousands of Opposition comrades are 
confined in jails in Russia and solitaries, 
who have taken part in the Red October 
and that the Stalinist bureaucracy does 
not even shrink from shooting them. 
AH these contentions are merely calumn- 
ies against the C. P. G. Another of our 
crimes consists in the establishment of a 
united front with the S. P. G. and trade 
union workers. This is enough to give 
a picture of the ideological swamp in 
which the party bureaucracy exists. The 
Bruchsal workers know very well who 
comrade Trotsky is and what he has 
contributed to the Russian revolution. 
We also know that Trotsky is right when 
he says that socialism cannot be built in 
one country. The workers of Bruchsal 
realize the difficult situation existing for 
Soviet Russia at the present through the 
Si no-Japanese conflict, after the Comin- 
tern leadership previously missed the 
revolutionary situation and left Russia 
an isolated country. Only the extension 
of the revolution on an international 
scale can liberate the world proletariat 
from capitalism, only in this manner can 
socialist construction be made secure 
and Soviet Russia defended against the 
threat of intervention. When the Stalin- 
ist bureaucrats characterize this theory 
as counter-revolutionary, then they only 
prove that they have thrown Marxism 
and Leninism overboard. 

When these bureaucrats maintain that 
the Bruchsal comrades have committed 
a terrible crime by establishing the uni- 
ted front with the S. P. G. and trade 
union workers, then that only proves 
that they have left the road of Lenin, 
which is the only road, by wJiich we can 
escape the claws of capitalism. It is 
not the Left Oppositionists, but the bur- 
eaucrats of the C. P. G. who are the re- 
negades. In closing, we want to call at- 
tention to the remarks of one Shaefer, 
a recent convert from the social dem- 
ocracy, at one of the meetings the bur- 
eaucracy arranged for him on his return 
from Soviet Russia. He said : When the 
C. P. G. comes into power, the Bruchsal 
comrades will be the first to be stood 
against the wall. All comment is super- 
fluous. 

The Lying Methods of the Stalinist 
Bureaucracy 

When the Commitee of Action consist- 
ing of the C. P. G. (Left Opposition), S. 
P. G. and factory representatives, called 
a mass meeting of the Bruchsal workers, 
in whioh comrade Paul Speck of the Left 
Opposition addressed the many trade un- 
ion and S 1'. G. workers who had come, 
the Bruchsal organ of the Centre (Bruen- 



ing) Party— the Bruchsaler Bote— wrote 
on November 9, 1931 : 

"The main speaker of the evening was 
the Communist alderman, Speck. He de- 
manded united action on part of the S. 
P. G. and C. P. G. workers in a relentless 
struggle over the heads of the leaders, 
against emergency decrees, social reac- 
tion and Fascism. All power to the pro- 
letarians, he said, we must fight for the 
dictatorship of the proletariat". 

The Bniening paper concluded the arti- 
cle in the following manner: "This is a 
warning to the social democrats. The 
social democratic party has taken a dan- 
gerous position, for it is not excluded 
that the Communists will make the at- 
tempt to radicalize the moderate social 
democratic workers. The leaders of the 
S. P. G. will know what we mean by 
this." 

The Communist Arbeiterseitung of 
Feb. 4, 1932, on the other hand, wrote 
concerning a Communist meeting, in 
which the Loft Opposition comrades of 
Bruchsal presented their point of view, 
the following: 

'The C. P. G. is being slandered by 
the Bruchsal Trotskyists. They are not 
much better in this than the social Fasc- 
ists. It is therefore not at all strange 
that those frenzied petty bourgeois have 
established a united front with the S. 
P. G. and trade union fakers for the al- 
leged purpose of fighting Fascism. Ac- 
cording to them that is the same wise 
Bolshevik tactic that Lenin applied at 
the time of the Kornilov putsch. That 
is a base distortion of history. The 
Bruchsal workers, who are still follow- 
ing these people must realize the coun- 
ter-revolutionary role of this S. P. G. 
agency. The workers must -confide only 
in the C. P. G., the one revolutionary 
party." 

The juxtaposition of both these arti- 
cles shows very clearly what the correct 
Communist policy is. The Bruening peo- 
ple have realized the danger that they 
face in the united front tactic of the 
Communists. Therefore, their warning 
to the S. P. G. leaders and the mention 
of the radicalization of the S. P. G fol- 
lowers by the Communists 

If this is a counter-revolutionary tac- 



A Letter from Czechoslovakia 



In international bourgeois opinion, 
Czechoslovakia has always signified a 
protective wail of peace and order. It 
arose on the ebb of the social and na- 
tional struggle of the Czech petty bour- 
geoisie and workers against the Habs- 
burg monarchy, the Roman church and 
the German hourgeoisie and out of the 
necessity of the entente powers to plant 
a military base between the dangerous 
countries of their defeated enemies in the 
war, between Germany, Austria and 
Hungary, from which side there was the 
threat of revenge struggles and revolu- 
tions against the new imperialist bal- 
ance of power. In this sense, the bour- 
-egois designation is to a certain extent 
correct. And even when the powerful 
wave of the industrial crisis swept over 
America and Europe in 1929, it appeared 
to be repelled by the "island of peace 
and order". The Czech bourgeoisie, 
which incorporated with its industrial 
and agrarian territories, the backward 
field and forest economy of Slovakia and 
the Carpathians as a sort of a substi- 
tute for the Austro-Hungarian customs 
field that it lost, and which exploited the 
national hopes of the Czech masses in 
order to lower the standards of living 
below the average of the West and Mid- 
die European countries, basing itself up- 
on French imperialism to raise its com- 
modity and capital export, at first ap- 
peared to escape the general economic 
misery. But. it was soon to be proven 
that the shrinking of the foreign mar- 
kets, the rise of the competitive and cus- 
toms struggles among the international 
groups of capitalists and the decline of 
the purchasing power of the impoverish- 
ed peasant masses inside the country 
would not fail to leave their effects upon 
the main industrial and commercial sec- 
tions of Czechoslovakia. 

The Economic Situation 

The shutting down of factories has 
assumed tremendous proportions, the 
number of unemployed has risen, accord- 
ing to the official statistics, to some 
600,000, the figure for the part time 
workers is even higher. In the most 
important branches of industry tho num- 
ber of the unemployed amounts to about 
half the number of those employed. At 
this, only workers organized in trade un- 
ions receive unemployment subsides ac- 



tio— despite the fact that it has clashed] tiording to the Czech Oslo vakian system 
upon the opposition of the social dem- oC unemployment insurance, so that only 
oeratie Karlsruhe Volksfrennd— what 
can be said of a tactic, which in contrast 
to the former, has not succeeded in pre- 
venting the formation of the "iron 
front", which has led to loss of influence 
among the workers of the S. P. G. and 
the trade unions? 

A BRUCHSAL COMRADE. 



about one sixth of the unemployed re- 
ceive a subsidy from the state at pre- 
sent, while the rest are dependent upon 
the support of the communities and the 
population as a whole. Unemployment 
has been extended even to functionaries 
and intellectuals. Bankruptcies among 
small merchants and tradesmen are on 
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Germany after the Presidential Elections 

(Continued from last issue) J The social democratic and reformist 

The C. P. G. has not been able to carry 
out extra-parliamentary actions for 
some time. Extremely weak in the fac- 
tories, in the mass organizations of the 
proletariat, with a membership composed, 
from 75 to 80 per cent, of unemployed 
workers, with a Re^l Trade Union Op- 
position forming an ever more negligible 
minority of the working class as a 
whole, the party cannot conduct success- 
ful strikes or instigate extra-parliamen- 
tary action. The party bureaucracy also 
realizes this. That is why the activity 
of the C. P. G. was turned to the field 
of parliamentary action, that is why the 
party has been directed toward referen- 
dums and elections. By successes in the 
parliamentary elections, the Thaelmann 
leadership had hoped to conceal the cat- 
astrophic effects of its policies from the 
party membership. The party bureau- 
cracy will, no doubt, once more attempt 
to attribute the guilt for the results to 
the rank and file, through the ruse of 
"Bolshevik self-criticism". But no argu- 
ments of the Thaelmann leadership will 
be able to change the fact that the re- 
sults of March 13 signify the utter bank- 
ruptcy of the Thaelmann policy, the ut- 
ter political impotence of the Comintern 
leadership and of its spiritual leader, 
Stalin. 

The results of March 13 demand im- 
periously a complete turn on the part 
of the i>arty, the complete renunciation 
of the present policy. Out with the 
theory of "socialism in one country", 
which is the root of all the evil in the 
policy of the Comintern and the C. P. 
G. ! We must orientate ourselves to- 
ward the actual organization of the 
West European revolution. Out with the 
theory that the S. P. G. is the main en- 
emy at present ! That only leadsj to the 
conclusion that Fascism is the "Lesser 
Evil". The wheel must be turned to- 
ward : the erection of the united front 
between C. P. G.. S. P. G., S. L. P. G., 
trade unions and the other decisive pro- 
letarian mass organizations. The theory 
of social Fascism must he uprooted, the 
trade union course changed completely, 
the R. T. U. O. policy must be given 
up, mass work must be carried on in the 
trade unions. It will not do for us to 
command the working class, we must 
struggle for the sympathies of the work- 
ers who ar^ still outside the ranks of 
Communism for it is precisely upon them 
that the decision rests. 

The German workers must utilize 
whatever time is still left, to make all 



the necessary preparations for the com- 

ing battle, which will be an extra-parli- j B ' ^ 

mentary battle. Fascism is not yet de- 
feated, it is sttll struggling for power. 1 



workers will soon have the opportunity 
of being convinced of the effects of the 
policy of. joining the Hindenburg- Front. 
They will see that Hindenburg is not 
only not a dam against Fascism, but 
that he is preparing the road to power 
of the Fascists, that he will take them 
into the government. They will learn 
to evaluate the policy of the "lesser 
evil" correctly and to realize that their 
loaders have rendered Fascism their best 
services. Then the workers will seek 
the road to Communism. It is the task 
of the C. P. G. to facilitate their ap- 
proach fo Communism. That is the task 
of the moment. Otherwise, the Fascists 
will come to power through the schism 
within the working class and the disori- 
entation of the social democratic work- 
ers. Only by way of the united front 
of the decisive proletarian organizations, 
can this be prevented. That is the first 
prerequisite for the creation of the cap- 
ability of the class for extra-parliament- 
ary action. In this field, the C. P. G. 
will and must take the lead of the class 
with a correct policy. 

The party bureaucracy has proven that 
it is incapable of a determined turn. As 
long as there will be no free discussion 
within the party over the results of the 
entire policy of the Comintern and the 
party leadership in the last nine years, 
there cannot take place a serious turn 
of the party. The party bureaucracy is 
resisting this because it knows that the 
membership can only draw one conclu- 
sion ! Away with the bankrupt Stalin- 
ist leadership which has led the Com- 
munist world party from one defeat to 
another. Reestablish the unity of the 
party, readmit the Left Opposition into 
the party. Recall comrades Trotsky, 
Hakovsky and the other October fighters 
to the leadership of the Communist 
world party. These are the most im- 
portant conclusions to be drawn from 
the latest defeat which the Stalin lead- 
ership has brought upon the German 
proletariat. An extraordinary party con- 
gress on the basis of internal democracy 
with a thorough pre-congress discussion 
— this must become the demand of every 
Communist. There is no other way of 
leading the proletariat to victory against 
Fascism than that of creating the pos- 
sibility for the party to undertake extra- 
parliamentary action. This can be 
reached only by a complete change In 
the policy of the party. And this, in 
turn, can only be achieved by removing 
the bureaucratic regime from the party. 
Back to the party of Lenin ! 



—ROMAN WELL. 



the order of the day, the numerous mid- 
dle peasantry is going under. 

The balance of the state budget is 
shattered and has necessitated a foreign 
loan, which en'trenehes the dependence 
upon French imperialism even more 
firmly. Chained to the Western robbers, 
not a natural island but a piece chopped 
off with the axe of the world war from 
among similar pieces, bourgeois Czecho- 
slovakia can secure neither peace with 
its neighbors, nor work and bread in- 
side the country. In vain, the Czech 
petty bourgeoisie bubbles over with en- 
thusiasm for a Middle European union, 
which is to form the heart of a unified, 
pan- European, bourgeois Europe and 
shine all over in the sign of Christ. In 
vain. For no matter how small the 
states involved are, the -contradictions in 
the interests that separate the bourgeois 
rulers are all the greater and a peaceful 
unification of Middle Europe has as its 
pre-requisite the uprooting of the com- 
petitive interests of the textile manufac- ■ 
turers and hog raisers, of the grain 
merchants and heavy industrialists. But. 
the root is precisely the private owner- 
ship of the means of production. The 
proletariat alone can serve as the axe. 

Political Developments 

If under all these circumstances in 
Czechoslovakia there nevertheless exists 
or rather — existed, a relative stability of 
the political regime, then this is to be 
explained not by the economic basis, 
but above all, by the conditions which 
permitted the Czech bourgeoisie to estab- 
lish its state rule. It could realize its 
imperialist aims by exploiting the nation- 
al revolutionary and petty bourgeois- 
democratic illusions of the masses of the 
people. It had the good fortune, not 
only to have under its sway patriotic 
National Socialists and social democrats, 
but even a leader at the head of the Com- 
munist party like the opportunist of Eur- 
opean format, Smeral, who as late as 
1923 defended the bourgeois democracy 
and the unity of the Czechoslovakia n 
state against the oppressed nationalities. 
And when the advanced Czech workers 
had gathered sufficient experiences with 
their "democratic" and national bourge- 
oisie to crush this opportunism in the 
party, the leadership of the Comintern, 
which had in the meantime begun to 
sink into the morass of Stalinist cen- 
trism, 'hemmed the party which had pro- 
ceeded in seriously purifying itself, in 
its development and cast it back into 
Smeralist opportunism. 

Only thanks to this impurity within 
tiie party, could the Czech bourgeoisie 
escape from the most difficult situations 
without a serious struggle, since the 
party of the proletariat occupied itself 
with minor trade union struggles, with- 
out giving much thought to the questions 
of revolutionary strategy. In view of this 
myopia, the party remained impotent 
precisely at the moment at which the 
partial struggles grew into mass demon- 
strations (as in March 1928). W'hen, 
later on, the adventurist course which 
had begun in February 1928 in the entire 
International, was imported into Czecho- 
slovakia as well, it led to the big crash 
of the so-called Red Das - . The impot- 
ence of the party policy was quite evi- 
dent and spontaneous excitement seized 
the whole party membership. In order 
to save the face of the Comintern lead- 
ership, the Jilek leadership, which had 
ohediently carried out the Moscow in- 
structions, was sacrificed. The new 
leadership continued the policy of the 
Red Day and brought the adventurist 
policy to a high pitch in the leadership 
of strikes and by its trade union tac- 
tics, through which it facilitated the 
split of the red trade unions by the 
Right wing opportunists and renegades. 
By raving about immediate struggles for 
power precisely at the time when it was 
necessary to strengthen and to build up 
the positions of the party in the factor- 
ies and the trade unions, the party lead- 
ership undermined its former positions 
and was in no condition to lead the 
dawning leftward movement of the work- 
ing class along revolutionary channels. 
With two half-hearted turns to the 
"right", the first in October 1930, by the 
readoption of the struggle for partial 
demands and the second in the fall of 
1931, by a fifty per cent change in the 
united front and trade union tactics, the 
party sought, with a certain amount of 
success, to overcome its isolation, but 
could not change anything in the basic- 
ally false strategic line. In order to un- 
derstand this, we must cast a brief 
glance on the political situation in 
Czechoslovakia. 

Present Political Currents 

For several years there has been rul- 
ing in Czechoslovakia a broad coalition 
of Czech national democrats (the party 
of the industrial and financial bourge- 
oisie), the Czech and German agrarian 
capitalists, the Czech clerical party, the 
National Socialists (who in contradis- 
tinction to Hitler's National Socialists — 
are parliamentary democrats), the Czech 
and the German social democrats. The 
activities of this administration, in which 
there are six socialist ministers, are 
characterized above all, by the rise in 
the agrarian and industrial tariffs, the 
increase in the military budget, the de- 
crease of the meagre social legislation, 
the suppression of the Communist press, 
the oppressive taxation against the toil- 
ing masses, especially the peasants in 
Slovakia and the Carpathians, and by 
shootings against defenseless workers, 



even When they demonstrate merely lor 
limited economic demands. The sharp 
procedure of the police and the gendar- 
merie appears to the workers to be all 
the more provocatory, since the strike 
movements in the last few years have 
been, despite the official party reports, 
rather slight and have nowhere gone be- 
yond the framework of local struggles. 

In connection with the economic situa- 
tion and the activities of the government, 
the voices of discontent among the re- 
formist majority of the working class 
are constantly growing and find their 
expression in the meetings of the trade 
unions and the "socialist" parties. The 
economic successes of socialist construc- 
tion in the Soviet Union, and especial- 
ly the fact that unemployment over there 
appears to have been overcome, are driv- 
ing the masses toward the Communist 
party and open up tremendous possibil- 
ities for agitation and action on the part 
of the party. But the centrist party 
leadership is still repelling these vacil- 
lating masses, but not merely restricting 
itself to attacks on the trade union fak- 
ers, by declaring its intentions of "ex- 
terminating" the trade union organiza- 
tions themselves, without being able to 
substitute for them anything but the 
puny - 'Red Trade Unions" which carry 
on local' and isolated strikes from time 
to time with great advertisements, the 
results of which are by no means an at- 
traction for the working masses. On 
the other hand, it is attempting to arouse 
the workers by abstract enthusiasm for 
Soviet Russia and to cure their reform- 
ist and bourgeois democratic illusions 
by strong words like "social Fascism." 
All that is achieved by this is the isola- 
tion of the Communist workers from the 
masses, the repulsion of the dissatisfied 
workers into the arms of the trade un- 
ion bureaucrats or under the influence 
of the Fascists. 

The Policy of the Left Opposition 

In contrast to these tactics, the Left 
Opitosition raises the demands flowing 
from the direct needs of the workers 
and demands a common struggle of all 
workers' organizations and especially of 
the trade unions on this basis. Against 
the coalition policy of the bourgeoisie, 
it counter-poses the unified struggle of 
the proletariat, to be led by democratic- 
ally elected organs of the working class. 
In place of the phrases about social 
Fascism it offers a concrete explanation 
of. the interconnection between the re- 
formist party, parliamentarism and the 
economic domination of capital in gener- 
al. Precisely by not restricting itself to 
exposing the fakeries of individual re- 
formist lenders, as the Fascists and in 
imitation of them, the Stalin bureau- 
crats do, but rather by pdinting out the 
basis of the capitalist system and by 
pointing to the road of the united strug- 
gle of the proletariat, the Left Opposi- 
tion carries on the struggle against soc- 
ial democracy and Fascism in reality. 
Prague, February 1932 

— O. FRIEDMAN. 



Debate in the Bronx 

On Sunday April 10th at 2:00 P. M. 
there will be a debate in the Bronx on 
the subject of the Proletarian Dictator- 
ship which should prove of interest to 
New York revolutionary workers .If is 
being arranged by the Industrial Union 
League and lieid under its auspices with 
a representative of the Left Opposition 
defending the Dictatorship. 

The subject reads: "Resolved that in 
the United States a Dictatorship of the 
Proletari:' Is Unnecessary." The affir- 
mative side in the debate is taken by 
Samuel Brandon representing tho Indus- 
trial Union League and the negative side 
by Arne Swabeck of the Communist 
League of America (Opposition). It 
will be held at the Hollywood Gardens, 
89G Prospect Ave., Bronx, N. Y. The 
admission is only 10c. 

The Proletarian Dictatorship is a sub- 
ject of dispute of long standing between 
Communists and socialists, and, for that 
matter also, many industrial unionists. 
For us it is a settled question, but it would 
be assuming too much to maintain that 
this is the ease with the working class 
in general. There is still dispute, even 
on its theoretical aspect. Often views 
are expressed somewhat as follows: "A 
Proletarian Dictatorship may be alright 
for Russia, which was an economically 
backward country; but in a highly ad- 
vanced industrial country, like the Uni- 
ted States, it is not necessary,— or else, 
its place will be taken by the industrial 
union." On a whole this question is yet 
one of vital importance to ail workers. 
It is a vital part of the problems of the 
revolution in America. With this in 
mind we particularly urge the New York 
workers to attend this debate. 



WHAT NEXT 
in Germany? 
Will Hitler take power? 
Will the Communist and social dem- 
ocratic workers combine to defeat Fasc- 
ism? 

What is the relative strength of the 

proletariat, the center and the Fascists? 

These and many other questions are 

posed and answered in 

WHAT NEXT? 

Vital Questions for the German 

Proletariat 

By Leon Trotsky 

a new book about 200 pages, 

paper cover 50c 

Send your orders now, Money is 

needed to rush this book out. 

Pioneer Publishers 

81 East 10th St., 

New York, N. Y. 
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SCOTTSBORO 

The Scottsboro case reveals American 
capitalism in one of its moat hideous 
aspects, and offers to the Communists an 
exceptional opportunity to deal tbe whole 
system a mighty, world-resounding blow. 
The deliberateiy-.planned assassination oE 
the unfortunate negro children is notice 
to the entire world that imperialist Am- 
erica, this pretended pacifist and friend 
of justice, is in fact a monster. The en- 
deavor to thwart its bloody designs in 
the present case calls out the deepest 
and best human instincts. The words 
solidarity and justice acquire fresh 
values, they become new again in the 
struggle for the liberation of the help- 
less young negro boys who await their 
fate in the Alabama jail. It is hard to 
think of a cause that could appeal more 
strongly to the hearts of the workers 
and all the oppressed than that of these 
obscure and friendless symbols of a 
doubly persecuted race and class. 

From the revolutionary standpoint, the 
struggle, of course, goes far beyond the 
immediate objectives of the court ap- 
peals. To save the lives of the intended 
victims and restore their liberty is in- 
deed our aim; but the only hope of ac- 
complishing this is to set a really im- 
mense movement into motion. And such 
an achievement could have great im- 
plications for the strengthening of the 
Communist influence over the workers 
and the Negro masses. All of this is 
bound up together with the concrete 
fight for the freedom of the prisoners. 
To separate the one from the other, as 
the liberal and socialist snivellers try 
to do, would oniy make the sacrifice of 
the prisoners doubly certain. 

The problem consists primarily in the 
mobilization of the white workers for 
the fight. In our opinion it is incorrect 
to view the Scottsboro case as a "Negro 
Issue"; it is wrong to direct the main 
agitation toward the negro people and 
concrete the organization work around 
them, including -their churdhes and 
lodges. Such a tactic will not be able 
to arouse a movement of the necessary 
breadth and power. And, moreover, it 
will fail even to moke the desired im- 
pression on the Negro people. 

There Is no doubt that the Negro 
masses burn with indignation at the 
Scottsboro outrage and suffer their own 
thousand-fold wrongs again in sympathy 
with the prisoners. But along with that 
they cannot help being conscious of their 
position as a hopeless racial minority. 
What they need to inspire them for 
struggle is the prospect, or at least the 
hope, of victory. Direct agitation alone 
will never suffice for this. The sight of 
a significant movement of white wrok- 
ers fighting on their side is the agitator 
that will really move the Negroes and 
make them accessible to the Communist 
organizers of that movement. 

The central problem of the Scottsboro 
defense movement is the organization of 



the white workers for the fight. Once a 
good start is made along this line, the 
enlistment of huge Negro contingents in 
the common struggle will be a compara- 
tively simple matter. In this question, 
as in every important undertaking in the 
class struggle, the trade union movement 
exhibits its decisive importance. The 
trade unions ought to be alive at this 
moment with Communist agitation on 
the Kcottsboro case. Here is an unex- 
ampled opportunity to explain to the or- 
ganised workers the necessity of solid- 
arity with their black brothers, and to 
dramatize the argument with the mon- 
sLrous story of Scottsboro. 

Assuming a Communist Party that 
knows how to work in the trade unions, 
a big response can be expected from 
this agitation. The sympathies of tbe 
organized workers can be <juickly cry- 
stallized into a net-work of conferences. 
The movement of the unions in this 
direction will give a tremendous impetus 
tii the propaganda among the Negroes; 
they will join in the movement with en- 
thusiasm and hojtt. The concrete de- 
monstrations of white and Negro soli- 
darity, ominously foreshadowing their 
coming union in the revolution, will im- 
l>ress the judical hirelings more than a 
thousand lawyers' briefs; will make them 
pause and weigh the possible consequ- 
ences of their murders. The Commun- 
ists, as the organizers and leaders of 
the unprecedented demonstration, as the 
loyal and capable champions of the most 
oppressed and persecuted, will gain an 
enormous prestige. 

In such a perspective there is nothing 
fantastic. It assumes merely an active 
Communist party which understands the 
essence of the Negro question, which 
applies the tactic of the united front, and 
has not isolated itself from the trade 
union movement. Kven in the present 
situation the deficiencies can be made 
up by a timely correction of policy. The 
best way to serve the Scottsboro case is 
to press for this. 

WHY SO HOT? 

We have been watching with consider- 
able interest, and even with a little 
alarm, the steadily rising temperature of 
the editors of the Workers' Age about 
"the poison of chauvinism" which is 
seeping into the Party in their absence. 
If it is a real fever, and if it hangs on 
much longer and continues to get hot- 
ter, something is bound to happen, either 
to the patient or to the thermometer. 

Of course, it may be an artificial tem- 
perature. We have heard of such cases. 
A few years ago a girl in the middle 
West baffled the doctors with what ap- 
peared to be a chronic fever, far higher 
in degree than the human system normal- 
ly can withstand. 10 very time they took 
her temperature the thermometer regis- 
tered 110 or over. In spite of that the 
patient appeared to remain hale and 
hearty and in good appetite, as every- 
body will admit is the case with the 



burned-up Lovestoneitcs. The mystery 
was solved when the doctors caught the 
patient napping and discovered that her 
temperature had been induced by hot 
water bags concealed about her person. 
She was only fooling. 

If the Right wingers are simulating de- 
lirium by some dodge of this nature, an 
extenuating eiucumstance must be ac- 
knowledged: it is not often that they 
have a chance to get excited about the 
opportunism of other people. And they 
naturally make the most of it. We now 
learn from the Workers* Age that the 
Stalinists' demand for the expulsion of 
tiie Japanese diplomats from America is 
chauvinistic, and that chauvinism in 
turn is "the crassest form of opportun- 
ism". This is precisely the way they 
characterized "Trotskyism" a few years 
ago. But, as the saying goes, every 
season has its vegetable, and we will 
not stop to quibble over definitions. The 
point now is that the Lovetsoneites, view- 
ing the present situation darkly, expect 
things to get worse and worse. Chauv- 
inism, they say, "is being pumped into 
t.be veins of our Party, in ever greater 
ilimntifies and in ever more virulent 
forms." 

Are they really so disturbed? And if 
so, why? It is true that the slogan of 
tbe Party leaders is a false one, and 
it is likewise true that it contains the 
germ of a social- patriotic deviation. But 
the motivation of the slogan is far from 
outright chauvinism. As a matter of feet 
it is not inspired directly by the attitude 
of the Stalinists toward American im- 
perialism, but by their mistaken con- 
ception of the defense of the Soviet 
Union, which they disconnect from its 
basic foundation of internationalism and 
international revolution. tinder the tutel- 
age and corrupting pressure of Stalin 
these ex -revolutionists and hired func- 
tionaries have replaced proletarian in- 
ternationalism with the theory of social- 
ism in one country. "Socialism" 1 is to 
be built in the Soviet Union, and the 
mission of the Comintern is ... to pre- 
vent intervention. The revolutionary 
workers in the other countries are as- 
signed to the debasing role of pacifist 
frontier guards. 

Motivated by these conceptions, the 
Stalinists of the American Party, imagin- 
ing the chief danger to the Soviet Union 
at the moment to be an attack by Japan 
(and there al<o mistakenly), can think 
of nothing else but to concentrate their 
attack on Japanese imperialism. The 
conclusion is not without a certain logic. 
It is false because the theory from which 
it flows is false to the core. 

Rut the Right wing were united with 
the Stalin Centrists in the manufacture 
of this counterfeit theory, and they still 
defend it no less ardently. National 
socialism is the foundation theory of 
Right wing politics. That, is why their 
agitation against a slogan that derives 
from this theory sounds the more arti- 
ficial as it increases in volume. This 
suggests the idea that they have a per- 
fect control over their own fever. In 
thia case an early return to normality on 
their part may be expected. 

—J. P. C. 



Book Review 



Ry John S. Hamil. 



THE STRANGE CAREER OF 

MR. HOOVER— Under Two Flags 

Win. Faro, Inc. 
384 pages, 53.75 

This book Is a forerunner of a series 
of books now published on the life of 
Hoover. In spite of its attempt at sen- 
sation throughout, the book has value in 
portraying the character of the indivi- 
dual who stands at the head of the Am- 
erican government. To the author the 
character of Hoover is responsible for the 
present, crisis and the general difficulties 
confronting the economic life of the 
country. The individual Is all-impor- 
tant and therein lies the explanation of 
everything— that Is tbe explanation of 
Hamil. If someone else were president 
things would be different. With this ap- 
proach we have nothing in common. We 
regard the individual as part of the 
system of capitalism and its politics. We 
are concerned with the why and where- 
fore of the choice of the capitalist party 
at the helm of the government. In this 
sense the book offers an excellent ex- 
planation. It shows Hoover in bis true 
light — as the individudal who Is best 
suited to lead his class and follow the 
dictates of Wall Street. More than thai 
it is a profound exhibit of Hoover's 
class ideology and his hatred for the 
working class. 

The book begins with Hoover's orphan- 
age and his boyhood life with his uncle, 
a real estate "shark", in Oregon. His 
uncle was in the business of selling real 
estate that never existed. The town 
where these lots were supposed to be, 
could not be found to this day, even 
by the official surveyors of the govern- 
ment. Hoover got his first training here. 
His uncle, a fraudulent land speculator 
was his first teacher. 

At that time the Leland Stanford Uni- 
versity was being organized and Hoover 
was dispatched there as a student. The 
records of the school show him to be 
an extremely poor student oho could not 
master the rudiments of English. Here 
he studied geology, on the basis of which 
he later passed off as a mining engineer. 
Rut a school just organized could not 
afford to fail its students and Hoover 
was graduated notwithstanding his poor 
scholastic achievements. 

The most important turning point in 
his life was his job with the Rewick 
Moreing & Co. of London. This concern 
dealt in mine speculations. Hoover was 
hired not as geologist but as '"a claim 
jumper, a snooper and a spy." In a 
word he was to be a promoter for this 
company. His work consisted in going 
to Australia as their "mining engineer" 
to send in reports on the conditions of 
the gold mines owned and promoted by 
this dubious company, whose standing 
In London's financial circles was ex- 
tremely low. There his task consisted 
of sending in glowing reports of gold 
to lie mined. On the basis of his reports 
which wore published, new stock was put 
on the market to be sold. When the 
public had been sufficiently duped, stock 



sold for hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars, Hoover's task then turned to that 
of sending In detrimental reports. The 
result of these reports would bo a decline 
in the stock values of this or that com- 
pany. The "insiders" knowing the out- 
come In advance, would sell out their 
stock and leave the "public holding the 
bag." Or the process was worked in the 
reverse. With a poor mine that would 
not yield repayment for initial work, 
Hoover was to send in reports showing 
that these mines would yield anywhere 
from twenty to hundred percent profit. 
Again stocks sold by the hundreds of 
thousands. The "Insiders" were becom- 
ing rich — the puti lie duped again and 
left "holding teh bag". This was the 
manner in which Hoover served his ap- 
prenticeship with tills company until he 
become one of its partners. He had 
proven himself. 

The whole history of his work was 
that of manipulating stocks to the advan- 
tage of Moreing, Stanley Rowe, himself 
and one or two others. Once a partner. 
Hoover began to show more Interest in 
the work. In Australia he becomes 
known as a hater of labor. There he 
attempts to get the ban on Asiatic labor 
lifted in order to bring in cheap labor 
from the Orient with the object of de- 
stroying the then powerful Australian 
miners' union. On failing in this at- 
tempt, he begins a campaign "against 
the present high rates of working coats 
In other words, lowering wages, In- 
creasing working hours, and refusing to 
make better the working conditions of 
the mines. The death rate among the 
miners grows at an alarming pace. He 
wrote at that time: "The disregard for 
human life permits mining by economy 
in timber and the aggrieved relatives are 
amply compensated by the regular pay- 
ment of $30 per man lost." And again, 
"men were cheaper than timber". 

The company expands. In China 
Hoover's object was exploiting and rob- 
bing the Chinese of their holdings. He 
participated in the steal of the Kalping 
Coal mines, even to personally rob a 
safe to steal deeds covering tbe owner- 
ship of this rich mine. We find him In 
South Africa promoting fake mines and 
filching the small stock-holders of Rri- 
tain. The "promoter" together with his 
associates conceives of a daring plan. 
Why not hire coolie labor to work the 
mines in the Transvaal region. The big 
campaign begins. In China the workers 
are promised a virtual fairyland if they 
would agree to work in the Transvaal 
mines. The result; 200,000 Chinese were 
sold into slavery. Hoover's Chinese En- 
gineering and Mining Co., Ltd. did the 
job. And why not? They received $10 
for each Chinaman secured and $25 each 
for passage to South Africa on their own 
ships. From Johannesburg he wrote the 
following, describing this slave business 
as: "the great scieae of extracting the 
greatest possible amount of money from 
some other human being." 

The war breaks out. Hoover discovers 



another "business". Preying on . the 
charity angle we see him now organiz- 
ing the food relief to Belgium. This 
"job" consisted of buying huge food sup- 
plies, secured through the money raised 
by exploiting the sentiments of the people 
during the war, and then selling this 
food to Belgium at huge profits. It was 
easily done, :|nce the head of the Bel- 
gian Relief was his business associate, 
Francqni, who assumed the role of the 
virtual dictator of Belgium in those days 
—the government having moved its 
capital to northern Prance upon the oc- 
cupation of Belgium by the Germans. 
Rut it was precisely in those years that 
Belgium experienced the largest, crops 
and during the first years of the war 
had more than sufficient food. Through 
arrangements with the Germans, the 
Belgium produce was to be sent to Ger- 
many, and the food Hoover supplied was 
to go to Belgium. Germany paid for Its 
food to Belgium and Belgium paid for 
lis food to Hoover. Between Krancqui 
and himself the spoils were divided. 

The rest of his career is well known, 
lie returned to the States after twenty 
years' absence. He was made. Houver 
becomes a "worker" for the government, 
lie becomes a member of Harding's 
cabinet and participates in the infamous 
oil scandal. The myth of the "great 
engineer" is thrown at the people. He is 
elected president and in that capacity 
has more than once exhibited his Intense 
hatred for the working class. 

Hamil. effectively destroys the myth of 
the "engineer" who was really a pro- 
moter and who in all the years of bis 
business life helped in :\ grand steal that 
even made the ordinary business "ethics" 
blush with shame. The author points out 
a mining engineer must know chemistry, 
physics, mechanics, electricity, assaying, 
metallurgy — and of all of these Hoover 
was totally ignorant. But he was suited 
for his joti with Bewick, Moreing & Co. 
He manipulated stocks, welched on his 
debts, was sued by China for his steal 
of the Kaiping Mines and through these 
years developed into the fit candidate of 
president. 

He stands out today, built up by a 
great organizing campaign, as an able 
representative of the capitalists with an 
intense hatred of the working class. He 
Is a typical representative of Wall Street 
who adorns the presidential chair with 
all the qualities needed for one whose 
job consists of leading his cla^s against 
the workers. Selling Chinese workers 
into slavery, manipulating stocks, frau- 
dulent, mine promotions, sponging on 
charity and the sentiments of the peo- 
ple built up during a war period, mak- 
ing himself rich by intense exploitation 
of mine workers he has succeeded— from 
promoter to president ; really not a 
strange career at all. 

—ALBERT GLOTZEIi. 



HELP DEFEND THE 
KENTUCKY MINERS 

The Harlan Kentucky miners are still 
on trial for their lives. They need your 
help. It can be given by collecting funds 
for their defense. Send ail funds to 
General Defense Committee, 555 W. Lake 
St, Chicago, 111 



DEMOCRACY AND FASCISM 



by LEON TROTSKY 



O- 



The Xlth Plenum of the E. C. C. I. came to the 
decision that it was imperative to put an end to those 
erroneous views which originate in "the liberal inter- 
pretation of the contradictions between Fascism and 
bourgeois democracy and the outright Fascist forms" 
. . . The gist of this Stalinist philosophy is quite plain: 
from the Marxist denial of the absolute contradiction 
it deduces the general negation of the contradiction, 
even of the relative contradiction. This error is typi- 
cal of vulgar radicalism. For if there be no contra- 
diction whatsoever between democracy and Fascism,— 
even in the sphere of the form of the rule of the bour- 
geoisie, — then these two regimes- obviously enough 
must be equivalent. Whence the conclusion social 
democracy = Fascism. For some reason, however, 
social democracy is dubbed social Fascism. And the 
meaning of the term "social" in this connection has 
been left unexplained to this very moment.* 

Nevertheless, the nature of things does not change 
in accordance with the decisions of the E. C. C, I. 
plenums, A contradiction docs exist between dem- 
ocracy and Fascism. It is not at all "absolute", or, 
putting it in the language of Marxism, it doesn't at 
all denote the rule of two irreconciliable classes. But 
it does denote different systems of the domination of 
one and the same class. These two systems: the one, 
parliamentary -democratic ; the other, Fascist, derive 
their support from different combinations of the op- 
pressed and exploited classes; and they unavoidably 
come to a sharp clash with each other. 

The social democracy, which is today the chief re- 
presentative of the parliamentary -bourgeois regime, 
derives its support from the workers. Fascism is 
supported by the petty bourgeoisie. The social dem- 
ocracy without the mass organizations of the workers 
can have no influence. Fascism cannot intrench itself 
in power without annihilating the workers* organiza- 
tions. The parliament is the main arena of the so- 
cial democracy. The system of Fascism is based upon 
the destruction of parliamentarism. For the mono- 
polistic bourgeoisie, the parliamentary and Fascist 
regimes represent only different vehicles of dominion ; 
it has recourse to one or the other, depending upon 
the historical conditions. But for both the social 
democracy and Fascism, the choice of one or the other 
vehicle has an independent significance, more than 
that, for them it is a question of political life or death. 
At the moment that the "normal" police and mili- 
tary resources of the bourgeois dictatorship, together 



with their parliamentary screens, no longer suffice to 
hold society in a state of equilibrium — the turn of the 
Fascist regime arrives. Through the Fascist agency, 
capitalism sets in motion the masses of the crazed 
petty bourgeoisie, and bands of the de-classed and 
demoralized Iumpenproletariat ; all the countless hu- 
man beings whom finance capital itself has brought 
to desperation «nd frenzy. From Fascism the bour- 
geoisie demands a thorough job; once it has resorted 
to methods of civil war, it insists on having peace for 
a period of years. And the Fascist agency by utiliz- 
ing the petty bourgeoisie as a battering ram, by over- 
whelming all obstacles in its path, does a thorough 
job. After Fascism is victorious, finance capital 
gathers into its hands, as in a vise of steel, directly 
and immediately, all the organs and institutions of 
sovereignty, the executie, administrative and educa- 
tional powers of the state: the entire state apparatus 
together with the army, the municipalities, the univer- 
sities, the schools, the press, the trade unions, and the 
co-operatives. When a state turns Fascist, it doesn't 
only mean that the forms and methods of government 
are changed in accordance with the patterns set by 
Mussolini— the changes in this sphere ultimately play . 
a minor role- — but it means, first of all for the most [ 
part, that the workers organizations are annihilated; 
that the proletariat is reduced to an amorphous state ; 
and that a system of administration is created which 
penetrates deeply into the masses and which serves to 
frustrate the independent crystallization of the prole- 
tariat. Therein precisely is the gist of Fascism. 

The above is not at all contradicted by the fact 
that, during a given period, between the democratic 
and the Fascist systems, a transitional regime is estab- 
lished, which combines the features of both: such, in 
genera), is the law that governs the displacement of 
one social system by another, even though they are 
irreconciliably inimical to each other. There are per- 
iods during which the bourgeoisie leans upon both 
the social democracy and Fascism, that is, during 
which it simultaneously manipulates its electoral and 
terroristic agencies. Such, in a certain sense, was the 
government of Kerensky during the last months of its 
existence, when it leaned partly on the Soviets and at 
the same time conspired with Kornilov. Such is the 
government of Brcening as it dances on a tightrope 
between two irreconciliable camps, balancing itself with 
the emergency decrees instead of a pole. But such a 
condition of the state and of the administration is 



temporary in character. It signalizes the transition 
period, during which the social democracy is on the 
verge of exhausting its mission, while, in that same 
period, neither Communism nor Fascism is ready as 
yet to seize power. 

The Italian Communists, who have had to study 
the problems of Fascism for a long time, have pro- 
tested time and again against the wide-spread abuse of 
these concepts. Formerly, at the Vlth Congress of 
the Comintern, Ercoli was still formulating views 
on the question of Fascism which are now credited 
as "Trotskyist". Ercoli at that time defined Fascism 
as being the most thorough and uncomprising system 
of reaction, and he explained: "this administration 
supports itself not by the cruelty of its terroristic 
acts, not by murdering large numbers of workers and 
peasants, not by applying on a large scale varied 
methods of brutal torture, not by the severity of its 
law courts; but it depends upon the systematic anni- 
hilation of each and every form of the independent 
organization of the masses." In this Ercoli is abso- 
lutely correct: the gist of Fascism and its task con- 
sist in a complete suppression of all workers' organi- 
zations and in the prevention of their revival. In a 
developed capitalist society this goal cannot be achiev- 
ed by police methods alone. There is only one method 
for it and that is by directly opposing the pressure 
of the proletariat — the moment it weakens — by the 
pressure of the desperate masses of the petty bour- 
geoisie. It is this particular system of capitalist re- 
action that has entered history under the name of 
Fascism. 

"AH questions as to the relation between Fascism 
and social democracy," wrote Ercoli, "belong to the 
same sphere (the irreconciliability of Fascism with the 
existence of workers' organizations). It is in this re- 
lation that Fascism clearly differentiates itself from 
all other reactionary regimes established hitherto in 
the contemporary capitalist world. It rejects all 
compromise with the social democracy ; it persecutes 
it relentlessly; it deprives it of all legal means of ex- 
istence ; it forces it to emigrate." 

So reads an article published in the leading organs 
of the Comintern ! Subsequently, Manuilsky buzzed 
in Molotov's ear the great idea of "the third period". 
France, Germany and Poland were assigned to "the 
front rank of the revolutionary offensive." The seiz- 
ure of power was proclaimed to be the immediate task. 
And since, in the face of the uprising of the proletar- 
iat, all parties, except the Communist, are counter- 
revolutionary, it was no longer necessary to distin- 
guish between Fascism and social democracy. The 
theory of social Fascism was ordained. And the func- 
tionaries of the Comintern lost no time in re-aligning 
themselves. Ercoli made haste to prove that precious 
as truth was to him, Molotov was more precious, and 
he . . . wrote a report in defense of the theory of 



social Fascism. "The Italian social democracy", he 
announced in February 1930, "turns Fascist with the 
greatest readiness." Alas, the functionaries of official 
Communism turn flunkies even more readily. 

As was to be expected, our criticism of the theory 
and application of "the third period" was decreed 
counter-revolutionary. Nevertheless, the cruel experi- 
ences that cost the proletarian vanguard dearly, 
forced an about face in this sphere also. "The third 
period" was pensioned off, and so was Molotov him- 
self — from the Comintern. But the theory of social 
Fascism remained behind as the lone ripe fruit of the 
third period. No changes could take place here: only 
Molotov was tied up with the third period ; but Stalin 
himself was enmeshed in social Fascism. 

Die Rote Fahne begins its researches into social 
Fascism with Stalin's words, "Fascism is the military 
organization of the bourgeoisie which leans upon the 
social democracy for active support. The socal dem- 
ocracy, objectively speaking, is the moderate wing of 
Fascism." Objectively speaking, it. is a habit with 
Stalin, when he attempts to generalize, to contradict 
the first phrase by the second and to conclude in the 
second what doesn't at all follow from the first. There 
is no debating that the bourgeoisie leans on the social 
democracy, and that Fascism is a military organiza- 
tion of the bourgeoisie; and this has been remarked 
upon a long time ago. The only conclusion which fol- 
lows from this is that tbe social democracy as well as 
Fascism are the tools of the big bourgeoisie. How 
the social democracy becomes thereby also a "wing" 
of Fascism is incomprehensible. Equally profound is 
another observation by the same author: Fascism and 
social democracy are not enemies, they arc twins. Now 
twins may be the bitterest enemies: while on the other 
hand allies need not be born necessarily on one and 
the same day and from identical parents. Stalin's con- 
structions lack even formal logic, to say nothing of 
dialectics. Their strength lies in the fact that none 
dares challenge them. 

(Continued in next issue) 

t— L. TROTSKY. 

° Metaphysicians (people who do not reason dlalectically] 
assign to one and the same abstraction two, three or more 
designations, often directly contradictory. "Democracy" in 
general and "Fascism" in general, so we are told, are in no 
way distinguished from one another. But in addition there 
must also exist in the world, on this account, "the dicta- 
torship of workers and peasants" (for China, India, Spain). 
Proletaran dictatorship? No ! Capitalist dictatorship, per- 
haps? No! What then? A democratic one! Somewhere 
in the universe, it appears, there exists a pure classless 
democracy. Yet according to the Xlth plenum of the E. C. 
C. I., democracy differs in no wise from Fascism. That be- 
ing so, wherein does "the democratic dictatorship" differ 
from . . . the Fascist dictatorship? 

Only a person utterly naive will expect to get a serious 
and an honest answer to this fundamental question from 
the Stalinists: Uiey'll let loose a few more choice epithets — 
and that's all. And meanwhile the fate of the revolutions in 
the Orient is tied up with Bhis question. 
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War and Social Chauvinism 

Alarm Sisnals Against Jingoist Trends in the Communist Party 



; Jn the Daily Worker we read : ; 

I "In an article in Izveetia, Radek said : ■ 

■ "'If challenged, the Soviet Ur.ion will have a right to seek temporary | 
; allies among the capitalist powers, which at the present stage do not infringe ; 
' on her frontiers or interests.' " • 

■ "The article implied that the United States would be the natural ally of ■ 
; Japanese' sentiment in America." I 

■ ,'Russia under sufch circumstances and said that there was a growing 'anti- I 
; The I>aHy Worker, on its own account, adds in approval : ; 

* ''Not rejecting any possibility, no matter how temporary and slight it; 

■ can be, to utilize the contradictions existing between the imperialists for the ; 
I purpose of strengthening the position of the proletariat and the oppressed ; 
I peoples, in their class struggle, this proposal means a new step of the peace I 

• policy of the Soviet Union." ; 
: SQalin, Izvestia, Radek and the Daily Worker advance this reactionary ; 

■ anti-Communist idea in the name of Leninism. j 
; In 1918 replying to the social patriots of Western Europe, in "What is ; 
I a Peace Program?" ,Trotsky wrote: I 

* "Social patriotism, which is 4n principle, if not Jlways in fact, the execu- 1 
I tlon of social reformism* to the utmost extent and its adaptation to the im- ; 

• perialist epoch, proposes to us In the present world catastrophe to diretet the : 

* policy of the proletariat in the direction of the "lesser evil' hy joining one of « 
: the two groups. We reject this method." I 

• in March 1918, in his theses on B-reat-Litovsk, Lenin wrote categorically: j 

■ "Oar policy must be based, not on a choice between two imperialisms, ; 
! but on the possibility of strengthening the socialist revolution, or at least, on | 

■ tie necessity of enabling it to offer resistance until the other countries join j 
i the revolutionary movement . . . We have 'always fought our own imper- ; 
« ialism, but tile overthrow of the imperialism of one country by means of an J 

■ alliance with the imperialism of another, is a line of action that we reject both J 
I on reasons of principle and because ne consider it inadmissible." : 
I There Is the answer to Stalinist nationalism, made by Lenin and Trotsky " 

■ fourteen years ago! — M. S. • 



The problems of war put all policies 
and groups to the highest test. The 
world war submitted the international 
social democracy to its severest test, and 
the result of the alow poison of oppor- 
tunism which had been eating into It 
during the whole pre-war epoch was re- 
vealed in one illuminating Hush. August 
4, 1914 was not the beginning of the 
degeneration of the social democracy, it 
was the culminating point of a process 
of decay which had set in long before. 
The pre-war Left wing, whose revolu- 
tionary superiority lay in its mastery of 
Marxian analysis and foresight, traced 
the flow of social patriotic poison through 
the veins of the social democracy and 
sought to check it at every juncture. 

The same task devolves upon the rev- 
olutionist today. It is all the more im- 
perative for 0«r Communist movement at 
the present moment for two reasons : 1. 
the theory of socialism in one country 
opens the veins of the Communist parties 
for the free infusion of nationalistic 
poison ; 2. the sharpening of the world 
imperialist conflict, Which has already 
broken out in a miniature world war in 
Chin*, is posing all political questions 
starkly. 

That is why every Communist worker 
-must raise a loud cry of warning against 
the treacherous proposals advanced in 
the leading editorial of the Daily Worker 
on April 12, 1932. The editorial, com- 
pletely devoid of a breath of proletarian 
revolutionism, is one of the most dis- 
graceful pieces of cynical flirtation with 
chauvinism that has ever appeared in 
the Communist movement. 

Let it he emphasized that we are not 
confronted here with some accidental 
"American aberration. The well of In- 
spiration from which the proposals are 
drawn . is the official mouthpiece of the 
Soviet government, the Moscow Izvestia. 
According to a sensational capitalist 
press dispatch which the Daily Worker 
reproduces as authentic, Radek, writing 
in Izvestia on April 10, declared: "If 
challenged, the Soviet Union will have 
a right to seek temporary allies among 
the capitalist powers which at the pre- 
sent stage do not infringe on her front- 
iers or interests . . . Japan would be 
insane under such circumstances to 
create new fronts and arouse against 
herself a great country which at present 
stands aside (?!) in the struggle that 
Is tearing the imperialist world to 
pieces." 

The article has but one meaning, as 
is recognized by the capitalist press and 
the Daily Worker: The Soviet Union is 
warning Japan against overt hostile 
acts with the threat of an alliance with 
imperialist America. We may therefore 
assume that in the event of a war, the 
Soviet Union would enter into a "tem- 
porary alliance" with Wall Street and 
Washington for the purpose of defending 
its frontiers against a Japanese invasion 
and ... of helping American imperial- 
Asm in turn to replace the Japanese in 
the domination of the Pacific and the 
Orient. Such an alliance, presumably, 
Is "also" in the interests of imperialist 
America, the country "which at present 
stands aside in the struggle". 

Where is the "temporary alliance" or 
any other kind of alliance with the Am- 
erican working class, that is, with the 
only class in this and every other coun- 
try that provides any guarantee against 
a successful attack upon the fortress of 
the proletariat? Where is even an "al- 
liance" with the Chinese people who have 
a ^really revolutionary interest in crush- 
ing the Japanese imperialists? It does 
not exist In what the Daily Worker, with 
unconscious ominousness, calls a "new 
step in the 'consistent and decisive policy 
of the Soviet Union". What does exist 
is an unprecedented, reactionary, un- 
principled, "diplomatic" proposal which 
spits right In the face of what Lenin 



wrote expressly on the question of the 
impermissibility for the Soviets to join 
hands with one Imperialist power for the 
struggle against another. 

But it is not entirely unprecedented. 
In 1923-24, Bucharin advanced the theory 
that since Germany, under the Versailles 
system, had become a "semi- colonial 
country", it was conceivable for the 
Soviet republic to make a military al- 
liance with ft against the Entente. Even 
this "modified" version .was treated very 
coldly, and aroused the protest of the 
Bolshevik elements in the International, 
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And if the war breaks out with a Soviet 
Russia-United States alliance in exist- 
ence, what is to be the attitude of the 
revolutionary proletariat in this country? 
Logically, it should do everything to re- 
move all obstacles standing in the way 
of the maintenance of the alliance. It 
should consequently refrain from dis- 
turbing the economic and political re- 
lations in the country so that the effec- 
tiveness of the American partner in the 
alliance ia not diminished. It is, in a 
word, to renounce class war and embrace 
the policy of civil peace with its bour- 
geoisie. This was the Bucharinist con- 
ception, in essence, for Germany in 1923 ; 
no other meaning can be extracted from 
the proposal "unofficially" made in the 
Soviet government organ by Radek. 

The Daily Worker, entirely consistent 
with the theory of socialism in one coun- 
try, which means in practise the aban- 
donment of every revolutionary principle 
in the alleged interests of defending the 
Soviet Union from military attack, picks 
up the Hadek thread with all Its im- 
plications elaborated upon even more 
shamelessly. Taking Radek's cue, the 
editorial writer proceeds to address him- 



Crucial Moment Nearing in Germany! 

Statement of the National Committee, Communist League of America (Opposition) 



The run-off elections in Germany last 
Sunday revealed another substantial 
advance for Fascism and at the same 
time ;i considerable loss of ground for 
the Communist party and with it for 
the German workers. The results of 
the poll in the second ballot are a dan- 
ger sign for the entire working class. 
Although the vote in itself is not deci- 
sive for the future of Germany— that 
must be settled, in the last analysis, out- 
side of the parliamentary arena— the 
reflection it offers the line-up of the so- 
cial forces is an alarming indication of 
the trend of events. If this trend is 
to continue, it can only mean one thing: 
a crushing defeat of the German work- 
ers in the decisive combats to come. 

Hitler received 13,417,460 votes as 
against 11,389,285 on March 13. Tbael- 
mann, the Presidential candidate of the 
Communist i>arty, received 3,706,388 votes 
as against the 4,983,197'votes he received 
in the March elections. This constitutes 
a. loss of 1,276,809 votes. Ilindenburg in- 
creased his vote by more than 700,000 
and Hitler his by more than 2,000,000. 

Hitler received an approximate per- 
centage of 38.« per cent o£ the total 
vote east, compared with the 30.1 per 
cent that fell to his share in March. 
The Fascist gain in Berlin, in Red Ber- 
lin, amounted to 200,000 votes, while 
the Communist total dropped 112,000 
from the figures of the first ballot. In 
other working class districts a similar 
situation is to he noted. These facts 



fight against the Fascist danger, the soc- 
ial democratic workers will desert the 
Hindenburg Front en masse and recog- 
nize their class duty and the way to 
carry it out. Their present support for 
Hindenburg is not a iirm support, it is 
a result of a sentiment of impotence. 
Only the Communist party, with a sin- 
cere class policy, can sweep away this 
feeling of impotence and make the work- 
ing class aware of its tremendous 
strength. 

The German bourgeoisie, pushed to 
the wall by the overbearing economic 
crisis, surrounded by a chain of hostile 
capitalist nations equally seined by the 
crisis, will take the only road that is 
open to it. That is, the attack alt along 
the line against the working class. The 
Bruening emergency decrees are only a 
beginning. To gain succor at the ex- 
pense of tile proletariat, the German 
bourgeoisie must strip it to the bone. 
For that it is necessary to make the 
workers defenseless, to rob them of the 
possibility of common action, to destroy 
all their forms of organization. That 
is the specific task of Fascism. That is 
why the bourgeoisie is not aggressive 
against the party of Hitler, against the 
party which rallies under its banner the 
hosts of the desperate petty bourgeoisie, 
the bloody reserve agency of capitalism. 

The German workers will realize this 
more and more in the coming weeks and 
months. The Fascists, encouraged by 
their parliamentary successes, will grow 



annot and must not be overlooked. They more provocative, will move more rapid- 



But at least Bucharin presented a ^'.- sclt to the Amer iean ruling class in order 
tain "motivation" for his theory : Ger- 



many was a "semi-colony" fighting the 
imperialist powers ; in allying Itself with 
Germany, the Soviet republic would also 
be helping to "emancipate an oppressed 
nationality". 

But who is to De emancipated in the 
newly proposed alliance? Is America to 
be liberated from the Japanese yoke? 



to show it that its best Imperialist in- 
terests lie in a break with Japan and 
an alliance with the Soviets. Yester- 
day's blaring headlines which announced 
to the readers that the United States 
is behind the whole anti-Soviet move, 
(Continued on page 3) 



Biased Judge Convicts Marine Workeis 



The three New Xork marine workers 
— Soderberg, Bunker and Trajer— who 
have been on trial for the past three 
weeks in the Court of General Sessions, 
were found guilty by the Jury after five 
hours' deliberation on Monday, April 11. 
Sentence will be imposed on April 2!>th. 
The ''men were charged with a conspiracy 
to dynamite barges in the New York 
harbor in a struggle between the boat 
owners and the Boatmen's Union. The 
conviction carries with it a penalty of 
from twelve and one-half to twenty-five 
years in the penitentiary. 

One of the chief factors in the result 
of the trial was the flagrant unfairness 
manifested by Judge Allen in his rulings. 
Throughout the trial and especially on 
all the important clashes between the 
prosecution and the defense attorneys, 
the bias of the judge came into -play to 
help the prosecution. For all who were 
present in the court room, the trial, as 
it progressed from day to day, was a 
graphic illustration of class justice, and 
likewise of the fallacy that militant 
workers can get a fair trial in the 
courts of capitalism. 

But in spite of that, the acquittal of 
the defendants seemed to be a certainty 
up until the very last day of the trial. 
The flimsy case of the prosecution had 
been hammered down, and its witnesses — 
consisting exclusively of policemen and 
stool pigeon s^-b ad been thoroughly dis- 
credited. .Then the prosecuting attorney 
backed by Judge Allen executed one of 
the most outrageous and illegal moves 
that the history of the frame-up game 
has yet produced. Soderberg, one of the 
defendants, had testified to the bestial 
tortures which the police had inflicted 
upon him at the time of him arrest, and 
showed to the jury the blood-stained 
sirt which he had worn at the time of 
the beating. This testimony, which sup- 
plemented that of the other defendants 
and of the worker Larry Murphy who 
had been under arrest and present at 
the time of the beatings, made a trem- 
endous impression in the^ court room. 
The mute evidence of the blood-marked 
shirt spoke loudest of all. 

The shirt shown in evidence was light 
grey in color. The district attorney then 
immediately introduced, the police photo- 
graph, of the defendant taken on the day 
of the beating. This photo showed Sod- 
erberg wearing a white shirt on that 
day, and the district attorney then raised 
a big hue and cry and charged a deliber- 
ate attempt to Introduce false evidence. 
At the next session of the trial, Just be- 
fore the ease was to go to the jury, the 
attorneys for the defense, Peter L. F. 
Sahbatino and Jacob Flshman produced 
photograph! experts who were prepared 



to take the stand to prove that a shirt 
of the grey color of the one introduced 
by the defense would show white when 
photographed. In addition to this Sod- 
erberg offered to put the shirt on and be 
re- photographed by the district attor- 
ney's own photographer to prove the con- 
tention. 

The judge presiding at the trial re- 
fused to allow this evidence to be intro- 
duced before the jury. The case went to 
the jury then under the cloud of an 
apparently deliberate introduction of 
falsified evidence by the defense. The 
district attorney skipped over all the 
other evidence of the trial and concen- 
trated his speech to the jury on the in- 
cident of the shirt. He contented that 
since this piece of evidence has been 
proven false the rest of the defense 
testimony could be considered of the 
same quality. In spite of that the jury 
was tied iup for five hours before a , 
number of its members could be pre- 
vailed upon to the verdict of guilty. 
Since then it has been learned that the 
exclusion of the defense evidence — con- 
firming the veracity of the defense con- 
tention about the blood-stained shirt — - 
was the decisive factor with the jury. 

The ruling of judge Allen on this point 
is already being talked about in legal 
circles as an absolutely indefensible and 
unprecedented one which violated the 
formal provision of the ex latin g law. 
From a legal standpoint, a reversal of 
the verdict on this ground alone Is re- 
garded as a certainty if the case Is ap- 
pealed to the higher court. The chief 
obstacle in the way of an appeal in be- 
half of the defendants is tre financial 
cost. The Marine Workers Defense 
Committee is now considering the mat- 
ter in consultation with the defendants 
and the attorneys In the case. 
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tell the world in an altogether too clear 
language that the class enemy is making 
enormous strides forward at a time when 
the working class is continually gliding 
down from one dangerous position to 
another. 

What Vote Indicates 

The vote in itself is an indication that 
a good many workers voted for Hinden- 
burg with the idea, as a last resort, to 
stave off the advance of Hitler. The 
inability of the official Communist party, 
with its absolutely disastrous policy of 
the "Red United Front"— which seeks 
to commit the workers in advance to ac- 
cept its leadership — to rally the masses 
for a unified class front against Fascism, 
left broad layers of workers in despair. 
The vote for Hindenburg appeared to. 
them to be a way out. 

The responsibility of the social dem- 
ocratic traitors in this situation has al- 
ready been established. It is only na- 
tural to expect the co-work'ers of Noske 
and Scheideman to create the illusion In 
the minds of their worker following that 
Hindenburg will stand up as a bulwark 
against Fascism. The slander of the 
Stalinist press that Trotsky and the 
Left Opposition concur in this and that 
we urged the workers to ?ote for Hind- 
enburg is too despicable an invention 
to deserve any notice at all. The posi- 
tion of comrade Trotsky and of the Left 
Opposition as a whole is recorded in 
the pages of the periodicals of the Inter- 
national Left and all the attempts of the 
Stalinists to distort our position merely 
have the object of covering up their own 
criminal policies. It is these policies 
that are responsible for the terrible set- 
back in the elections, it is these policies 
that endanger the very existence of the 
German working class. 

Thp Communist party is the only gen- 
uine party of the working class. Its ac- 
tions, its strategy, its tactics effect the 
very life of the class as a whole. It is 
in this sense that we must mercilessly 
stigmatize the present policy of the Ger- 
man Stalinists, with all the confusion it 
creates through the theory of social 
Fascism and all the isolation it has 
brought the revolutionary vanguard 
through the slogan of the "Red United 
Front under the leadership of the Com- 
munist party" — which poses before the 
workers a bureaucratic ultimatum in- 
stead of patiently striving to convince 
them of the correctness and Inevitability 
of the Communist road — as a policy 
which can only prepare the defeat of 
the working class. The masses of Ger- 
man workers, alienated by this policy, 
have been driven by desperation to take 
refuge in illusions. This accounts for 
the loss In the Communist vote. The 
menace of Fascism, with the destruction 
of the last vestiges of labor organiza- 
tion that it brings with it, is staring them 
fai the face. They feel that Fascism, 
above everything olse, must be beaten off 
at all costs. 



ly toward the open seizure of power. The 
elections to the Prussian Diet on April 
is the advance toward the planned Nazi 
coup d'Etat. The more than 7,000,000 
votes Hitler has polled in Prussia, the 
more than 800,000 votes he received in 
working class Berlin, the capital- of 
Prussia, are alarm signals for the Com- 
munists. 

Only a sweeping change in the self- 
destructive policy of the German Com- 
munist Party can save the German 
working class from crushing defeat. 
That alone 'can create the possibility for 
a successful repulsion of the class en- 
emy. Such a change requires a sincere 
offer to all working class organizations, 
social democratic, trade Pinion, coopera- 
tive, .etc., to join in a united front of 
class action against the Fascist foe, in 
the factories, in the streets, in militant 
defense organizations. Such a united 
front of action will make it possible for 
the Communists to convince the work- 
ing classes even in the few short weeks 
or months that remain, that the only 
way to resist Fascism is the way that 
leads directly to the proletarian dicta- 
torship. It will enable the Communists 
to force .the social democratic fakers, 
who may join the united front under the 
pressure of their following, to show up 
their true colors. 



Already, under the pressure from their 
own rank and file. Severing, Breltscheid, 
Braun and company are forced to feign 
aggression against the Nazis, to speak 
sharply to the Bruening government to 
take steps for the disbanding of the 
Fascist organizations. But the words 
of the social democratic traitors will 
remain empty phrases as long as they 
succeed in keeping their followers from 
being confronted by Communist critic- 
ism at every step and stage, as long as 
they can succeed in isolating the masses 
behind them, from the clear-cut and In- 
spiring proposals of the Communists. 
This treacherous conduct of the social 
democrats can be exposed and defeated 
this urge for decisive action on the part 
of their rank and file can be given a 
proper outlet only by the establishment 
of the real, broad, class united front. 

The suicidal policy of Stalinism, the 
theory of social Fascism which alienates 
the social democratic workers, the 
slogan in the form of an ultimatum — 
the "lied United Front under the lead- 
ership of the Communist party" which 
paralyzes the Communist vanguard — 
must immediately be cast aside. A un- 
ited front of all proletarian organiza- 
tions, which gives each tendency in the 
working class the opportunity to point 
out its solution before the workers, must 
be set up at once. The Communists must 
take the course of patiently explaining 
the inevitability of the revolutionary 
way out for the working class. They 
must fight for the support of the work- 
ers, not demand it of them with a 
haiughty, bureaucratic command. Ijt is 
not enough to call the social democratic 
demagogues by their name, it is neces- 
sary to defeat them, by exposure in the 
full view of the masses, it is not enough 
to claim to be the only party of the 
working class. It is necessary to prove 
it to the proletariat in action, in daily 
struggle with the other- tendencies, so 
that every worker can judge for >*'«*. 
self. 

The decisive hour is drawing near. 
The working class has the power to 
stand the test. The Communists must 
make them 'conscious of this power. 
Victory is attainable if the working class 
is guided by correct policy. The Com- 
munist party is the key to the solution. 
The present poliey of Stalin-Thaelmann 
presents the greatest danger and the 
greatest obstacle for the German work- 
ing class, for world Communism. Com- 
munists of- the entire world, raise your" 
voice against It before It is too late. 
Demand that the Leninist policy of the 
International Left Opposition be substi- 
tuted for the policy of Stalin and Thael- 
mann. To guarantee this change of pol- 
icy. Demand that the Left Opposition 
be readmitted into the party ! 

— National Committee, Communist 
League of America (Opposition). 



Foodworkers Roused Against Bureaucrats 



Growing Resentment of Workers 

It can hardly be assumed that all the 
thousands of workers who have voted 
for Hindenburg see in him an actual dam 
against the ravages of Hitler ism. The 
experiences of the recent raids on the 
Hitlerite headquarters and the absolute 
refusal of the Hindenburg government to 
take drastic action against the provoca- 
tions of the Nazis could not help but 
open their eyes to a great extent. The 
future actions of the government will 
only continue to enlighten the workers to 
the true character of the social dem- 
ocrats' new militarist hero. The moment 
the Communist party takes the step 
toward the creation of a genuine united 
front of all workers' organizations In the 



NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Some time ago, the Cooperatives in 
which the C. I'. Is in control closed 
their restaurants and stores, allegedly 
for alterations. Immediately thereafter, 
the management of the Cooperatives is- 
sued a leaflet to all its neighborhood 
patron izers. In which it announced a 
thoroughgoing reorganization of the 
stores and restaurants and promised 
"better, cleaner and cheaper service". 

Last Saturday, the cooperative restau- 
rant on Alilerton Avenue reopened. It 
turned out that some forty workers were 
fired from the various enterprises con- 
trolled by the Cooperatives. The whole 
force protested a«:aii\Bt this action, es- 
pecially in view of the fact that new 
men had been hired who were not mem- 
bers of the Food Workers Industrial 
Union. 

A meeting was called at which Joseph 
Zack, of recent date high priest of the 
New York organization of the T. U. U. 
L. spoke for the leadership of the Food 
Workers Industrial Union, ,urging the 
workers present to take a "broader 
veiw" of the whole question, to consider 
the advantages for the moment in gen- 
eral if the reorganization was accepted. 
The workers present could not see things 
his way. They could not understand 
why a reorganization for the benefit of 
the whole movement must necessarily be 
brought about at the expense of many 
among them sacrificing their jobs. They 
could not understand how the abolition 
of union control in the Cooperatives 
would aid the movement. Many of those 
present spoke with passion and protest- 
ed against the bureaucratic proceedings. 

Zack answered with threats of expul- 
sion from the union and warned them 
that they would meet with the "fate 
of Trotsky" This only served to stir 
the indignation of the workers even 
more. Many shook their fists at the T. 
U. U. C. representatives, but the latter 
felt himself protected by many of the 
newly hired people and continued with 
his menaces ""fil tne gathering adopted 
the decision to elect a committee for 
the purpose of appealing directly to the 



T. U. V. L. center, to foster. With the 
committee elected, the meeting ad- 
journed. 

The foodworkers of the Cooperatives 
have expressed their determination to 
act as union men act against scabs. 
Many even began to discuss the prospect 
of picketing the cooperatives. The sit- 
uation among them is tense. The senti- 
ment against the bureaucracy is at a 
high pitch. In the Food Workers Union 
as a whole, this sentiment is. quickly 
spreading, for there is talk that the 
camps controlled by the^party are like- 
wise to undergo a "reorganization". The 
party bureaucrats are telling the work- 
ers to "mind their own business" and 
that they must have the Interests of 
the movement as a whole at heart. The 
workers are countering the attitude of 
the bureaucrats with the cry: "Who built 
the union?" They do not want to forget 
the sacrifices, often bloody sacrifices, 
they made for their union. They feel 
that union conditions must begin within 
the enterprises under control of the 
party and the Communist movement. 
"How can we ask the bosses to recog- 
nise the union" many of them ask, "if 
our own workers organizations are not 
to recognize it?" 

The final decision ol the party and the 
leadership of the union is still pending. 
The . incident in the cooperatives has 
showed up the bureaucracy in the 
Stalinized party and in the revolutionary 
organizations controlled by it as a full 
grown menace. It is merely an indica- 
tion of how saturated the Communist 
movement is with this disease. The roots 
of this bureaucratic growth should be 
exposed. All Communist workers must 
turn their serious attention to them. 

This disgraceful intention of the Stal- 
inist bureaucracy must not be realized. 
The reaction of the foodworkers to it is 
a healthy reaction and deserves the sup- 
port of all .sincere Communists. It is 
high time for the party comrades to stay 
the hand of the bureaucrats. The ont- 
rageous action of Zack and company 
sould be repudiated. A drive must be 
initiated against bureaucratism all along 
the line. 
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The ideas of the Lett Opposition are 
malting their way despite all obstacles. 
Our members are learning to swim 
against the stream and their persistent 
efforts are bringing substantial, if not 
spectacular, results. The manner in 
which the Minneapolis branch carries on 
its activities is a good example. It is 
one of our oldest branches which was 
organized at tie inception of the Lett 
Opposition in America. 

The Minneapolis branch has certain 
advantages. Before coming to the sup- 
port of the Left Opposition many of its 
members had been deeply rooted in the 
labor movement. This record affords 
them respect in the minds of the work- 
ers. It means also a degree of experi- 
enced leadership already established. 
Our membership there cannot easily be 
ignored by the trade union bureaucracy 
nor by the official party functionaries. 
The slanders of the latter have therefore 
also been less eSective. 

Comrades from Minneapolis have made 
several trips covering the approximate 
distance of 150 miles mp the head of. the 
lakes. Bach time some small measure 
of progress was made. Now there are 
more direct results to show. As The 
Militant readers already know, comrade 
Bloomberg of Dulath became a convinced 
supporter of the Left Opposition. He 
set to work ably and energetically, or- 
ganizing a public meeting and comrades 
Cowl and Skoglund from Minneapolis 
made another trip to Duluth to speak 
together with Bloomberg at the rousing 
meeting there. Our Minneapolis branch 
is now considering the project of send- 
ing an organizer to Duluth to follow up 
and build the movement there. 

In the present circulation campaign 
the Minneapolis branch has attained ex- 
cellent results. The manner in which 
it carries the campaign through it is 
about the best. The outstanding feature 
is the fact that the membership parti- 
cipates collectively, the new members and 
the younger comrades and the more ex- 
periences membership all taking part 
and scoring their points. 

The branch has its weaknesses too. 
For example, it allowed itselE to be too 
easily out-maneuvered by the Stalin 
petty functionaries from direct partici- 
pation in a Mooney Conference organized 
by them. But that only contributod sub- 
seqaently to the complete stagnation of 
the Mooney movement in Minneapolis. 
SHich out- maneuvering is not likely to 
happen often. The fact that our mem- 
bers are deeply rooted in the labor 
movement makes their participation 
necessary. It has also made possible 
that they could be the driving force in 
many serious attempts of the organized 
workers to guard their interests more 
effectively. Our comrades played a lead- 
ing role into local railroad workers' 
council, as well as in the movement in 
opposition to the A. P. of L. bureau- 
crats. The lesson in Minneapolis mem- 
bership'has learned quite well, that is to 
Bitilize every opportunity for propaganda 
for our views. The branch has thereby 
been able slowly and persistently to in- 
crease its membership. 
NEWARK, N. 3 — 

In this city, as reported, we now 
have an active functioning branch. It 
is our youngest and its membership is 
not yet very large. It has, however, 
made an excellent start. First of all, it 
is beginning by sending in prompt re- 
mittance of all materials received and 
for literature distributed. And tnat is 
of quite serious account in the revolu- 
tionary movement today. 

The Newark branch, immediately upon 
its formation, organized a public lecture 
at which comrade Loui3 Basky spoke. 
That was the beginning. The intention 
is to follow up with more lectures. 
Since then it has in a systematic and 
planned manner visited meetings of 
workers and of workers' organizations, 
well supplied with our literature. A 
regular sale of The Militant is being es- 
tablished. New subscribers have been 
turned in, and already a considerable 
amount of our pamphlets have been dis- 
posed of. The Newark branch has thus 
made a good beginning. 
N Y ACTIVITIES 

The past winter months have witnessed 
a substantial increase in practically all 
activities of the New York branch. The 
issuance of Unser Kami, Young Spar- 
tacas and Commnnistes drew a number 
of the comrades into real active work. 
Distribution of the papers has meant 
added burdens for the membership. In 
spite of that the younger comrades dis- 
tributed their paper before many Y. C. 
I. units and other places. The Jewish 
comrades literally spread their paper far 
and wide. "Communistes" created a stir 
among the Greek workers. Practically 
all outstanding .news stands and meet- 
ings of Jewish workers have been cov- 
ered. 

The acquisition of the group of Greek 
workers, the formation of the Spartaeus 
Youth Club and the Unser Kamf Arbeiter 
Club have attracted new and good ele- 
ments to the branch. Most of these new 
comrades have already partaken of con- 
siderable activity and helped to some 
extent to relieve the weight of the whole 
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work from the comrades who bore It 
until now. With these additional mem- 
bers, the branch is already planning to 
increase the number of open air meetings 
over those held last year. Two years 
ago the branch was able to hold but 
one meeting per week. Last year we 
succeeded in holding two per week, and 
this year there will be an attempt to 
have three. Through this medium, much 
literature was disposed of last summer; 
expectations are for an increase this 
summer. 

The weekly forums have been quite 
well attended, sowe weeks drawing a 
capacity crowd. The most successful 
single activity has been the class in the 
"History of the Communist Internation- 
al", led by comrade Shachtman. While 
advertised as a class, it has in reality 
almost become a second weekly open 
forum, judging by the attendance. From 
thirty-five to fifty people have attended 
every session, giving rise to prospects 
for several classes next fall. The class 
in Marxism, conducted by comrade 
Swabeck, entered into a thorough dicus- 
sion of important works of Marx. Com- 
rades of the class were drawn into a 
closer study of these works by acting 
as reporters, thus enlivening interest and 
argument. From thrf experiences with 
classes thus far, the N. Y. branch should 
be ready to start a 'Workers' School of 
its own, next fall. 

The last week added another activity 
in the form of a special drive for the 
Marine Workers' Defense Committee. 
The pledge of the national organization 
for an additional J 100 has been met. 
Four open air defense meetings were 
held by the Youth Club and branch in 
the past two weeks, with from two to 
four dollars collected at each meeting; 
and interest and sympathy with the 
frame-up victims evidenced at each meet- 
ing. On Saturday and Sunday, April 9th 
and 10th general collections were held. 
The Spartaeus Youth Club members soon 
found the technique of how to get some- 
thing in the collection boxes and enthus- 
iastically did their bit. Members are 
visiting unions and other workers' or- 
ganizations and getting resuls — if not 
always from the leadership at least from 
the rank and file. 

The main problem of the branch re- 
mains building up its contact with the 
Party and sympathisers around it. 
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Two Reformist Meets 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 

Two state conventions of rival reform- 
ist parties were held last week in the 
Twin Cities— the Socialist Party on 
April 28th at Labor Headquarters, Min- 
neapolis, and the Farmer Labor Party 
on April 29th and 30fch in the St. Paul 
Auditorium. 

To give a brief political characteriza- 
tion of these assemblies, it can be said 
that aside from the difference in size 
and excitement, both have adopted on 
almost identical program of practical 
reforms with vague references to a new 
society. 

The Farmer-Labor Party of Minnesota 
is unique in American politics in being 
the only third party to elect a governor 
(Floyd B. Olsenj, state and congress- 
ional officials and a II. S. Senator (Ship- 
stead). It is not surprising, therefore, 
that the St. Paul auditorium hall was 
Jammed to the doors (about 1200] with 
a motely delegation of farmers, bankers, 
lawyers, labor officials and a sprinkling 
of rank and file members. 

The Socialist Party state gathering of 
about 50 met in Labor Headquarters, 
Minneapolis. I say gathering advisedly, 
since it was not a delegated body, there 
being no functioning units in the state. 
All those who "consider themselves as 
socialists" were invited to attend the 
state "convention". 

Wliile the F. L. P. declared for a "new 
social system", the S. P. called for "the 
abolition of capitalism". The S. P. de- 
mand for "Unemployment Insurance, full 
cost to the boss", is countered by the F. 
L. P. "federal and state unemployment in- 
surance . . . the industries, corporations 
. . . must bear the burden of this protec- 
tion." The socialist proposals for a 
graduated income tax with emphasis on 
the rich takes the form in the F. L. P. 
platform of a "graduated, progressive in- 
come fax, the proceeds to be used to re- 
duce the present tax burden of the farm- 
er and small home owner." The.r both 
declare for the old-age pension and the 
shorter work day. 

The only point of real difference in 
the two parties is the purely parliament- 
ary one of national candidates. The 
Socialists endorsed Norman Thomas and 
Mayor Hoan of Milwaukee for" the head 



Militant Drive at Half Way Mark 



With the issue of Tlie Militant the 
subscription campaign is half over. Al- 
though we got under way slowly, we are 
now moving ahead. Subs and renewals 
are coming in. Last week we reported 
72 subs and renewals. This week the 
figure stands at ST. The staff of Mili- 
tant builders has risen from 17 to 21. 

The standing of the branches is sub- 
stantially the same as last week": 
New York 32 

Minneapolis 24 

Chicago 7 

Boston 4 

St. Louis 1 

Newark 1 

Philadelphia 1 

Montreal 1 

Miscellaneous 16 

New York and Minneapolis branches 
accounted for fourteen of the fifteen subs 
reported last week. No other branch 
reported. What is tile matter, Chicago, 
Philadelphia, St. Louis, Philadelphia, 
Newark, Boston, Montreal? Are you go- 
ing to let New York and Minneapolis 
have it all their own way? 

And what is the matter with Cleveland, 
Youngstown, Kansas City, New Haven, 
Los Angeles, Pittsburgh? Are you going 
to be left out of it? There are only six 
weeks left to June 1st. Get busy. 

The race between New York and Min- 
neapolis is getting closer and hotter. 
Last week the difference between them 
was ten subs. This week it has been 
cut to eight. Will Minneapolis make 
good its promises to give New York a 
drubbing? (Confidentially — New York 
is getting worried.) It is understood, 
of course, that we are strictly impartial. 

The Minneapolis team standing ($1 is 
one point) for the week ending April 6th 
was: 

Team No 1 — 24 3-4 points 

Team No 2—17 1-2 points. 

The branch total is 42 1-4 points. This 
total does not include the subs the Min- 
noapols branch is steadily sending in for 
Unser Kamf and Young Spartacws 

A new bundle order was raported last 
week from Duluth, Minnesota, by com- 
rade Carl Cowl of our Minneapolis 
branch. Yerily, this is a branch ! No 
other bundle orders were reported. What 
is wrong, comrades? Newsstands, book- 
stores, which will carry The Militant 
exist. They must be found out. And 
then they must be revisited. If comrades 
will send in lists for their cities, we will 
run them in The Militant. This should 
help. 

No requests from out of town were re- 
ceived last week for bundles of sample 
copies for free distribution. Yet it is 
astonishingly easy to make these distri- 
butions. In the needle trades market in 
New York last week four comrades dis- 
tributed 1000 Militants, Unser Kamf and 
leaflets in fifteen minntes. A comrade 
who went out on another occasion to 
make a free distribution of back num- 
bers was kept breathlessly whirling 
around, trying to put Militants into the 
workers' outstretched hands. Last sum- 
mer in Cleveland hundreds of copies were 
distributed in this way. And these dis- 
tributions of back numbers increased the 
subsequent sale of current issues. Com- 
rades, It can be done. It is being done to 
some extent. But not enough. Order 
back numbers now I 

Are you comrades taking full advan- 
tage, as an inducement for getting subs, 
of the appearance in The Militant of ex- 



tracts from comrade Trotsky's latest 
work on Germany, WHAT NEXT? Are 
you making use of the literature pre- 
miums : a free paper bound copy of The 
Permanent Revolution with each $2 — 1 
year sub of S2 issues ; a free copy of 
The Strategy of the World Revolution 
with each $1 — half year sub of 2G issues ; 
a free copy of any of our 10c pamphlets 
with each 30c trial sub of 33 issues. Are 
you making use of the $2 rate for a 
combined one year sub to The Militant 
and Young Spartacus? Are, you using 
the 25c sub rate for 8 issues which is 
good only during the period, of the drive? 
The promise of the first half of the 
drive must be turned into success during 
the remaining six weeks. We have im- 
portant tasks to perform. Ws must put 
The Militant on a sounder financial basis 
so we can continue without retrenchment 
the fight for the regeneration of the 
Party and the Comintern. 

If every comrade will take it this way 
and put his shoulder to the wheel wt. 
can move forward. Let us make the- 
growth of the staff of Militant builders 
a criterion of the response to our ap- 
peal. Here are the 21 Militant builders 
and their records n the campaign: C. 



of their national ticket. The F. L. P. 
leaders apparently plan an election deal 
with the democrats behind Roosevelt in 
return for state support of the latter for 
the F. L. P. candidates. Therefore, when 
Slonin, late committeeman of the S. P. 
and delegate to the F. L. P. convention 
in an unpassioned speech, threatened to 
withdraw from the body if the "fusion" 
measure passed, a storm of raillery 
opened up from the floor. The motion to 
leave the matter in the hands of the 
state executive commitee anally passed. 
So the clique in control of this going 
concern Is free to make any deal they 
care to. 

In spite of all the ballyhoo of the lib- 
erals there is little indication of a na- 
tional third party ticket. Julius J. Reit- 
er of Rochester rei>orted a conference 
of the "National Farmer Labor Party" 
held at Omaha in February. His heated 
argument for the endorsement of a third 
party presidential candidate, or at least, 
the nomination of F. L. P. presidential 
electors, fell on deaf ears. The prevail- 
ing sentiment, as expressed by numerous 
speakers, was that the capital of the 
Party was not to the detriment of the 
offices already achieved in Minnesota. 

Although the S. 1*. convention elected 
a State executive, state secretary and 
state organizer, and some half-hearted 
speeches were made to stage an S. P. 
"comeback", there is nothing to indicate 
that it will not go back to sleep after 
the elections for another four years . . . 
at least in Minnesota. The putting up 
of a socialist ticket in the event of the 
F. L. P. endorsement of Roosevelt might 
give it a spurt of life— for the period of 
the campaign— but little more. I say 
this in view of the fact that in Minnesota 
the F. L. P. has completely usurped the 
functions of the S. P.— in fact, the lat- 
ter is merely a loose faction of the 
former. 

So much for the news. In next week's 
Militant the writer will attempt to pre- 
sent a political analysis and draw con- 
clusions with regard to the role of the 
Communists and the Left Opposition. 
—CARL COWL. 



Cowl— 15; A. Konikow — 4; V. R. Dunne 
—4; F. Baraeh— 3; L. Basky— 3; C. 
Skoglund— 2; M. Dunne— 2; C. R. Hed- 
lund — 2; J. Carter — 1 ; R. R-uskin — 1; 
W. Curran— 1; Zaimanoff— 5 ; R, Sach- 
arow — 1; W. Herman— 1 ; A. Swabeck — 
1 ; A. Glotzer — 1 ; L. Logan — 1 ; Kaldis 
— 1 ; M. Engel— 1 ; G. Raj' — 1 ; M. Sterl- 
ing— 1. Let us increase this list. Let 
us increase the number of subs per build- 
er. 

Onct! more — everybody into the cam- 
paign! Get subs! Get renewals! Get 
bundle orders ! Make free distributions ! 
Sell current issues '. Make the sub drive 
a success! Increase the circulation of 
The Militant, Unser Kamf; Young Spar- 
tacus, Communism©, the Russian Bul- 
letin! BUILD THE OPPOSITION 
PRESS! 



ST, LOUIS, ATTENTION! 
On April 22nd, at 8 P. M. 

There will be a lecture 

on 

THE WORKING CLASS STUDENT, 

THE SCHOOLS AND THE 

CLASS STRUGGLE 

by 

MARTIN PAYER 

The Crnnden Branch Library Auditorium 

14th and Cass Avenues. 

ADMISSION FREE 



ST. LOUIS MAY DAY CONFERENCE 

The St. Louis branch, Communist 
League of America (Opposition) cas is- 
sued a call for a Joint May Day Confer- 
ence to be held on April 24th, 3 p. m. at 
the Soulard Library Hall, 7th and Soul- 
ard Sts. 

All local working class organizations 
and political parties are invited to parti- 
cipate in arranging a Joint May Mass 
Meeting. 



Movie Chains Try 
to Smash Union 

NEW YORK N. Y. 

Sign Writers' Local 230 in New Yor^ 
of the Brotherhood of Painters, Decor- 
ators, and Paperhangers of America is 
a typical A. F. of L. craft union. Its ad- 
ministration is a graft-ridden, business 
agent-executive board regime. The busi- 
ness agent receives about $120 a week.; 
the executive board members also re- 
ceive salaries. A former business agent 
. was expelled because of his open collu- 
sion with the bosses ; he took money from 
them and winked at violations of union 
conditions like an owl which cannot see 
in the daytime. Such people have no in- 
terest in maintaining union wage scales 
and conditions. Their sole interest is in 
their weekly checks and in the graft they 
collect. The workers were aware of this 
but remained indifferent as long as work 
was steady. Now they are resentful but 
helpless and they do not as yet know 
what to do. 

The local has about five hundred mem- 
ebrs. They are first, second, third, 
fourth, and fifth year apprentices, help- 
ers, mechanics and designers. For the 
privilege of being an apprentice a work- 
er ihad to pay the union bureaucrats an 
initiation fee of from $5 to $f>0; a 
mechanic $150; a helper $500. The un- 
ion controls about sixty small shops. 
The other four hundred shops are non- 
union. Many of the bosses of the union 
shops are members of the union. 

The wage scale was as follows: for ap- 
prentices, from the first to fifth year: 
$3.15 to $11.50 a day; for helpers: 
$10.50 ; designers : $20.00 The helpers 
constitute a large majority of the work- 
ers in the trade. 

Through one pretext or another 
this scale was undercut by the bosses 
without protest from the workers or the 
Union. The workers did not protest the 
undercutting of the wage scale because 
sixty per cent of them were unemployed 
and those at work were working part 
time. The? *«■* 4fr*ia ij •*.> K* <i 
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Before beginning the discussion on 
the new turn in the Industrial union 
policy it is worth while going back to 
spend a few minutes on its preceding 
history. Whie I am limiting my remarks 
to the Dressmaker local of the Toronto 
Needle Trades, it was this Union that 
was first organized and upon which the 
greatest hopes and possibilities were 
placed. 

The organization of the Industrial 
Union closely approximated the defeat 
of the Left wing in the Amalgamated 
where for over a year the Lefts were in 
control. The formation of the Dress- 
maker local, met with good response. 
Several hundred workers immediately 
joined. Due mainly to lack of decision 
and leadership, the union soon began 
disintegrating. 

A year or so later the union was againj 
reorganized on a very much smaller 
basis. About this time or soon after 
bhird period trade union policies were 
introduced. Unions under reformist 
leadership became "company unions", 
strikes called by the. reformists were 
branded as 'Take stoppages in the in- 
terests of the bosses"— unity of the work- 
ers was limited in the slogan of join] 
our union — boring from within the re- 
formist unions was discarded for fear 
of activizing them. 

Disintegration and isolation continued 
and a year later tfce third period trade 
union policies were intensified with the 
addition of the slogan of unity with the 
workers in their shops, boycott of their 
organizations. 

The strike called by the union had all 
the earmarks of adventure and failed. 
True to their colors, the reformists did 
their part, by sending their members to 
replace the strikers. The strike called 
by the International Union -which the 
Industrial Union sabotaged also landed 
on the roeks. 

The net profit of both strikes, was that 
the workers are disgusted and disillu- 
sioned, and Ignored both unions despite 
the very had conditions prevailing in the 
trade. Mass meetings called by the In- 
dustrial Union have dwindled down to 
hardly more than local meetings, while 
the attendance at local meetings is very 
small. The standing of the International 
is no better. 

The delegates to the last congress of 
the R. I. L. U. returned with the crepe 
for the third period policies. Unions 
under reformist leadership are no longer 
company unions. Strikes called by the 
reformists are recognized as strikes that 
can be developed into real struggles over 
the heads of the leadership. Boring 
from within is again accepted. Even the 
united front from below now includes 
unity proposals made directly to the re- 
formist unions. 

Thus far the new turn would seem to 
indicate a partial return in the direction 
of real Communist policies. A real Com- 
munist turn on the part of the leader- 
ship demands open admission before the 
whole working class and the union of 
their previous false policies and premises 
on which they were built. The broadest 
discussion and lessons are to be drawn. 
Finally, the placing of the responsibility 
on the resposible parties, it is needless to 
remark that the centrists won't do this. 
For them it suffices to throw the blame 
vaguely on "certain local leaders." 

Wfcat lies underneath this new turn? 



I &ave no information to show that it is 
pressure from below. Certainly not from 
the Canadian Communists and Left wing 
forces. One might almost draw the con- 
clusion that tie leadership themselves 
have recognized the depth of the failure 
of their policies and isolation from the 
masses, have become frightened of the 
tomorrow when they will be called to 
account and are attempting to return to 
One only policy left open to them in the 
hope of forestalling their complete ex- 
pose. 

To sum up. The beginning of a return 
by the centrists in the direction of a 
Leninist trade union policy will streng- 
then the position of the Left wing Com- 
munists in particular and the Left wing 
forces in general. Two indications point 
out also to tihe liquidation of third per- 
iod tactics in the political field as well. 
The question is, will not the new turn 
have the tendency to disclose more fully 
the opportunism underlying the theory 
of "socialism in one country" and the 
false policies that flow from it in all 
fields of work? I think it will. Will 
not the Centrists bureaucracy become 
weaker and the Lett Oppositionists 
stronger? I again reply in the affirma- 
tive. 

— M. QUARTER. 

Governmental Red Baiting 

Uneasy He the heads that prosecute 
Communists; this is the inference one 
takes with the issuance of a pamphlet 
by the attorney-general of Ontario, giv- 
ing the judgment of the Supreme Court 
of Ontario stating the "reasons" and 
"justification" for declaring the Commun- 
ist Party an illegal organization in On- 
tario. 

The case has reached its final stage as 
far as legal process is concerned. The 
eight have been in jail for some weeks, 
and now Attorney- General Price has ad- 
opted a procedure, for the first time in 
juridical history in Canada, of issuing a 
public pamphlet ; spreading propaganda 
to popularize the verdict. 

Certain sections of the petty-bourge- 
oisie and liberals are uneasy over the 
suppressing of civil liberties, especially 
in Toronto, where esen some religious 
organizations 'have felt the ban. The 
Judgment gives legal sanction to this 
polfcy of suppression. The workers 
hSve not given the acclaim to the sen- 
tencing of Reds that the authorities ex- 
pected. As comrade Cannon stated, the 
social conditions did not need the out- 
lawing of the Party, and Bennett's ad- 
venture has raised certain sections of 
parliamentary circles, and even cf his 
own party, against his dictatorial meth- 
ods. 

The undercurrent causes the reaction- 
ary press to print continuous editorials 
venomously denouncing those who even 
dare criticize 'Section 98, or the case, aad 
at other times trying to pacify them into 
believing that outside of the Reds, those 
who keep within the law have the right 
of free speech. Of course, to keep 
within the law one has to keep 
his mouth shut. if there was no dis- 
quietude over the case why do they not 
let the matter drop, why do they find 
it necessary to keep formulating "public 
opinion"? 

Rut it is to the working class that a 
final reckoning will have to be made. 
Marie Antoinette told the hungry to eat 
cake; Mayor Walker told them to eat Ice 
cream, and now Attorney-General Price 
gives the working class — pamphlets. 
— S- GREEN. 



This was the situation when the wage 
agreement with the bosses expired on 
March 30th. The union proposed to the 
bosses a renewal of the wage scale. This 
was nothing but a gesture as the scale 
was not being enforced. To allay the 
unrest of the rank and file the union 
bureaucrats proposed in addition to the 
renewal of the wage scale that helpers 
eb permitted to do part of the appren- 
tices' work. This would enable the bosses 
to lay off some or all of their appren- 
tices and increase the work of the help- 
ers. It is the old A. F. of L. trick of 
playing od one section of workers against 
another. The union further proposed 
the introduction of split time at the "dis- 
cretion of the union" and under the con- 
trol of the union. The time cards of 
the workers were to be sent weekly to 
the union headquarters. 

To this the bosses replied with pro- 
posals of their own. Of the sixty union- 
ized shops some fen or fifteen do work 
for the moving picture Chains : Loew, R. 
K. O. ; Warner Bros., etc. These out- 
tits would like to either employ non-union 
labor or union labor at open shop rates. 
Rest of all they would like to smash the 
union. In the present situation they 
see their opportunity. They have taken 
the first step. 

I'lwn their instigation the bosses re- 
jected the terms of the union; they want 
the right to hire and lay-off and fire at 
will; they want to strike out from the 
agreement the clause requiring them to 
get the union's permission for overtime 
work. 

This is important to the shops doing 
theatrical work. The chains always shoot 
only by overtime work. The chains pro- 
pose a 2Ii'/i wage cut. These terms would 
reduce the union to a meaningless shell. 

The union bureaucrats would have ac- 
cepted these terms were it not for the 
dissatisfaction of the rank and file which 
forced a strike. The strike is now 
taking place. Picketing is being organ- 
ized. Acid was thrown on a sign at the 
Astor Theatre. Twenty shops have set- 
tled on the union's terms. But not the 
shops which get the moving picture 
chains' orders. They are holding out. 

The attempt of the chains to smash 
the union is reflected in the struggle in- 
side the union. The workers in the 
shops which get the chains' orders, who 
are a numerical minority in the union, 
are more steadily employed than the 
workers In the other union shops. With 
sixty per cent of the membership unem- 
ployed, this numerical minority almost 
alone carries the financial burden of the 
union on its back. It is more outspoken 
and hostile to the bureaucracy. Hut 
the bureaucracy always manages to out- 
vote it. 

The rift between this minority and the 
bureaucrats supported by a majority of 
the membership came to a head with the 
expiration of the wage agreement and 
the exchange of terms. This theatrical 
show card minority anxious to continue 
working was opposed to the strike. It 
was and is willing to arbitrate with the 
idea of settling for a ten per cent wage 
cut. It has no interest in the strike. 

It has culled a secret meeting to dis- 
cuss plans for the formation of a sep- 
arate organization independent of local 
230, and for a setlement on the basis of 
a ten per cent wage cut. This extremely 
short sighted policy will get these work- 
ers nowhere. If realized it will break the 
union, accomplish the aim of the chains 
and their own isolation, leaving them to 
the mercies of the powerful chains who 
will, of course, proceed to lower their 
living and working conditions even fur- 
ther through additional wage cuts, speed 
up and lay-offs. 

In the ranks of the theatrical show 
card writers and in the union generally 
are several Left wing workers,. These 
workers should immediately work out a 
program an<[ present it to the union 
membership. 

They must explain to the theatrical 
show card writers that they have em- 
barked on a suicidal course both for 
themselves and the union as a whole. 
They must show their fellow workers 
that this is playing the game of th» 
chains who alone will benefit from it. 
Against the split they must propose a 
fighting unity of the whole union against 
the chains and the bosses for concrete 
demands to be worked out by the mem- 
Be rship. 

To the union membership as a whole 
they must propose as an indispensable 
prerequisite for the fight against chains 
a fight against, the bureaucracy in the un- 
ion and its scheme of setting off one sec- 
tion of the workers against another. In- 
stead of split time they must propose the 
wholly practicable slogan of the six hour 
day without reduction in pay. And to 
this they must add unemployment Insur- 
ance at the expense of the bosses. They 
must also propose the elimination ofths 
five categories of apprentices since the 
introduction of machinery and mecban- 
ical methods of production have largely 
eliminated the necessity for skilled use 
of the brush. Finally they must pro- 
pose organization of the unorganized 
shops. As a prerequisite for this they 
must abolish the initiation fees. 

— T. STAMM. 



BACK NUMBERS OF 
"MILITANT" WANTED 

We are preparing files of the Militant 
for binding. We plan to bind in one 
volume all the issues from Vol. 1, No. 1 
to Volume IV No. 12, the last issue of 
the serai-monthly Militant. We are miss- 
ing the following numbers: Vol. I, No. 1, 
November 15, 1928. Vol. 2, No. '4, Feb. 
18th, 1020; Vol. 3, No. 31; Oct. 1 1930; 
Vol. 4, No. 2, January 15th, 1931. Vol. 
4. No. 10, May 15th, 1931. Will com- 
rades who have these numbers please 
send them in at once. Just as soon as 
we receive these numbers we will be able 
to proceed with our binding plans and 
offer the bound volumes for sale. 
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What Really Happened 




Japanese imperialism has succeeded in 
breaking tile heroic struggle of tlie 
Shanghai masses. In taking Shanghai and 
the surrounding territory. This success 
was not due simply to the technical and 
military superiority of Japanese imper- 
ialism. The Chinese counter-revolution 
under the leadership of Chiang Kai-Shek 
capitulated before the enemy because of 
the fear that the steadfast struggle of 
the Shanghai workers would in the end 
be directed against them. For this 
reason, Chiang Kai-Shek disarmed the 
Shanghai workers who were engaged In 
a struggle against the Japanese army. 
This is the way the former ally of Stalin 
fights for the national liberation of 
China, it is once more made clear that 
the national liberation of the colonies 
can only come about by a victorious pro- 
letarian revolution. 

The entire press, and the Communist 
press in particular, have continually 
brought reports of the heroic~~§truggle of 
the Nineteenth Route Army against the 
Japanese imperialists. The party papers 
reported that this army mutinied against 
the Nanking government and organized 
the military resistance by itself. Ac- 
cording to these same sources the army 
had become a sort of rallying point for 
the popular masses of Shanghai. It 
was also reported that this army dis- 
armed divisions that remained loyal to 
Nanking. 

What sort of an army is it? The en- 
tire Comintern press maintained any icy 
silence on this question. Yet, it is im- 
possible that these facts" were unknown 
to the Comintern leaders. Aside from 
the information apparatus of the Comin- 
tern and the Communist press, there is 
also a press service of the U. S. S. R. 
Stalin, ilanuilsky, Thaelmann and Co. 
knew very well what was going on in 
Shanghai. 

What happened at Shanghai? JWhat 
did the Nineteenth Route Army do? To 
which party did the army appeal? The 
Nineteenth Route Ann; appealed to the 
Communist Party of China. Why did the 
Comintern leaders conceal this joyful 
news from the Communist parties and 
the world proletariat? The Nineteenth 
Army was looking for tlie C. P. of Chlha. 
Day after day it was covering the walla 
of Shanghai with the message: Commun- 
ist Party, come to our side, we want to 
join you! {This news comes from the 
official reporter of the Pravda, and was 
divulged at a closed session. It does not 
hail from a "counter-revolution Trotsky- 
fet"). All its efforts were in vain, the 
C. P. did not come to its side. The C. 
P. could not be found in Shanghai, in 
the outstanding center of China. What 
a frightful fact! 

It is becoming clear only now, why 
the Comintern press kept quiet about the 
actual happenings within the Nineteenth 
Route Army. Had the Comintern lead- 
ers made these happenings known, every 
thinking Communist would have asked : 
were the reports at the last B. C. C. I. 
plenum regarding the strength ot the 
C. P. of China correct? According to 
these reports, the C. P. of China had hun- 
dreds of thousands of members, the 
Shanghai organization of the party was 
one of the strongest: The conclusion 
that every Party comrade must draw is 
that these reports were abject deception. 
That is the only answer there is. 

The Stalins and Thaelmanns who bear 
the full responsibility for the disastrous 
defeat of the Chinese proletariat in 1927, 
who have wrecked the Communist Party 
of China, had to conceal the truth re- 
garding the actual conditions of the C. 
P. Ch. from the party membership so 
as to make them forget their catastrophic 
policies in China, And because this pol- 
icy is being avenged in China, because 
there is cot in fact any Communist Party 
there to lead the masses in struggle, the 
Stalinist bureaucracy had to withhold 
the joyful news that a whole army went 
over to the C. P. This is one more ter- 
rible lesson of the disastrous policy of 



the Stalinist leadership which is wreck- 
ing Communism. 

How much confidence can a Communist 
have in the data furnished by the Com- 
intern leadership regarding the existence 
of a Soviet China in part of the coun- 
try? Who will believe Munenzenberg, 
the General Secretary of the "League 
Against Imperialism and Colonial Op- 
pression", an organization which accord- 
ing to the conceptions of the Comintern 
leaders is to lead the anti-imperialist 
struggle, when he says at a public meet- 
ing : "In China we have a Soviet Repu- 
blic with 70,000,000 inhabitants and with 
a Red Army of 300,000 men." We ask: 



Is there a Communist party in these ter- 
ritories? II not, then under whose 
leadership are the Soviets and the Red 
Army? Soviets without Communists are 
not executive organs of a proletarian 
dictatorship. A Red Army without Com- 
munists cannot be red, cannot be an army 
of the proletarian revolution. There 
must be a Communist party there. The 
Stalinist strategists cannot deny that. 
If that is the case ; we ask : Wasn't it 
possible to send Communist cadres from 
the Soviet territories in China to Shan- 
ghai, there where your criminal policy 
in its time gave Chiang Kai-Shek the 
possibility to slaughter the elite of the 



C. P. of China? You will not say that 
such an action was impossible because 
of technical reasons, and transport rea- 
sons. For revolutionaries there are no 
such obstacles. 

Are the data furnished by Muenzen- 
berg correct? Or are they only another 
link in the chain of deceptive reports? 
The party comrades must know the 
truth. Revolutionists do not fear to 
realize their own weakness. Self-decep- 
tion is the greatest disaster for the Com- 
munist movement. We have had enough 
disappointments. Think of Lenin, who 
set up the principle of openly pointing 
out our weakness before the mass — not 
only before the members of the party. 
Therein lay the tremendous strength of 
the Leninist party and its superiority 
over all enemies. 

— R. WELL. 



Developments in Spain 



Nine Years of the Struggle of the Left Opposition: - 1923 



The first struggle in the Russian party, f the former. To draw together the 
around which the Left Opposition took' 
shape occurred in 1923 between the 12th 
and the 13th party congresses. It was 
concerned with four questions, of funda- 
mental Importance: (1) the relations be- 
tween the city and the country, the key 
question for the proletarian dictatorship 
in Russia which is based upon the alli- 
ance of the workers and the peasants ; 
(2) the problem of a plan in the devel- 
opment of economy, which continues to 
run through all the subsequent internal 
struggles like a red thread; (3) the 
question of the internal party regime, 
which the passage of the years has only 
rendered infinitely more acute; and fin- 
ally, (4) the questions of revolutionary 
strategy raised by the abortive German 
revolution of 1923 and the Bulgarian in- 
surrection of the same year. The last 
point we will deal with m our nest ar- 
ticle. Here we will occupy ourselves 
with the first three points which are so 
inert ricably intertwined. 



To present the dispute of 1923 clearly 
means to dig under a veritable mountain 
of thick filth and falsification 'with which 
the bureaucracy ha:, covered the true 
essence of the problem for nine years. 
It may perhaps best he understood by 
first giving an account of the situation 
existing in those days, in this way it 
will be possible to examine the contend- 
ing views against their natural back- 
ground. 
The Program for Workers's Democracy 

As far back as the 10th Congress of the 
party, when the counter- revolution and 
the civil war had been liquidated on 
every important front, a program intend- 
ed to terminate the atmosphere of "war 
Communism" in the party and to substi- 
tute for it "workers', democracy" was 
adopted under the leadership of Lenin. 
"The needs of the current moment," read 
the resolution of the congress, "demand 
a new organizational form. That form 
is workers' democracy. A course of 
workers' democracy shall be adopted 
with the same decisiveness, and as en- 
ergetically carried into execution, as in 
the period just past the course toward 
militarization of the party, to the extent 
that this does not meet an obstacle in 
the need for struggle with the counter- 
revolution." 

The outbreak of the counter-revolution- 
ary uprising in Kronstadt and the subse- 
quent promulgation of the New Economic 
Policy (NBP) resulted in the execution 
of the 10th Congress program being ar- 
rested for the time being. But the prob- 
lem of democracy in the party lost none 
of its actuality, particularly in view of 
how matters began to develop in the 
country as a whole and in the party spe- 
cifically. The problem was aggravated 
by the following circumstance; 

In the summer of 1923, Russia ex- 
perienced a severe economic crisis which 
became popularly known by a famous de- 
signation of Trotsky's as "the scissors 
crisis". The name was derived from 
the symbol of the widening blades of a 
scissors, one blade representing the price 
of agricultural products and the other the 
price of manufactured objects, ine lat- 
ter of which increased with the <Vciease 
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blades of the scissors, that is, to bring 
the prices of agricultural and industrial 
products into greater harmony, became 
the intensely urgent problem of the So- 
viet power, particularly calculated to 
establish a corresponding political har- 
mony between the proletariat and the 
peasantry on the one hand, and between 
both of them and the Soviet power on 
the other hand. 

Although (he 12th party congress in 
April 1923 bad dealt formally with the 
question, not a single practical step bad 
been taken (o solve the problem. To the 
contrary : the summer and fail crisis was 
proof that the situation had worsened. 
Industries, finding it hard to dispose of 
their products, slowed up their produc- 
tion and consequently found it increas- 
ingly difficult to pay wages regularly. 
When they were paid it was in the form 
of a depreciated money which could not 
i satisfy the needs of the workers. The 
number of unemployed was on the in- 
crease. Maniu fact u rod goods, therefore, 
were not only unavailable to the peas- 
ants, but also to the workers. To add 
to the difficulties, strikes — a phenomenon 
rare and alarming under the Soviets — 
broke out in various parts of the country. 
The mounting dissatisfaction of the 
workers found expression in the party, 
too. In distorted form, it was reflected 
notably in the formation of two secret 
groups, the "Workers' Group", with dis- 
tinctly Mensnerik ideas, and the "Work- 
ers' Truth Group", with anarcho-syndic- 
alist ideas. Even when the groups had 
been discovered and their leaders ex- 
pelled, the questions nevertheless remain- 
ed: How shall their appearance be ex- 
plained? And the answer which met 
with growing agreement was that these 
phenomena were the result of the in- 
ternal party regime of "war Communism" 
, which continued to live after the period 
of war communism in the country had 
died out. 

Trotsky's Intervention 

On October 8, Trotsky wrote to the 
Central Committee to express his opinion 
on the whole matter. In it he pointed 
out that repressive measures alone could 
not solve the problem. The crisis was 
due to the inadequate application of the 
12th congress decisions on the organiza- 
tion of industry, especially with regard 
to the concentration of industry and the 
iteoessity of a plan. (Here, by the way, 
can be traced the origin of the struggle 
for a plan in economy which the Boishe- 
vik-Leninists commenced and which the 
bureaucracy resisted for years after- 
wards.) Finally, he showed, the crisis 
was due to the inability of the party 
masses to exchange views, to exercize 
any influence upon the leadership, or to 
participate in the affairs of the state — 
a condition resulting from a hierarchical 
and bureaucratic regime in the party 
with the prncipal mass of the officals 
appointed from above instead of elected 
by the membership. 

How serious the bureaucratic distor- 
ti-o-i of the party had become may be seen 
eve i more clearly from the following 
two incidents. Lenin, desperately ill, 
was unable to participate directly in 
the affairs of the party But even from 
his sick-bed, he was in a position to see 
how matters stood and bow great was 
the danger to the party and the revolu- 
tion. Late in 1923, only a very short 
time before his death, he drew up one 
document after another directed against 
the secret clique of Stalin-Zinoviev-Kam- 
enev-Bucharin which had already con- 
stituted itself with the determination to 
perpetuate themselves in control. It is 
in this period that Lenin wrote his num- 
erous letters against Stalin, then the 
letter breaking off all personal relations 
with Stalin, and finally the famous "test- 
ament" in which he proposes that Stalin 
be removed from the post of party sec- 
retary. In one of the documents lie 
wrote at that time, later known to the 
party as "Better Less and Better", Lenin 
wrote scathingly about the "Rabkrin" at 
the head of which stood Stalin ; "Our 
new Commissariat of Workers' and Pea- 
sants' Inspection, we hope, will leave be- 
hind the quality which the French call 
pruderie, which we may call a ridiculous 
affectation and a ridiculous self-import- 
ance, which is the last degree charac- 
teristic of all. our bureaucrats, Soviet 
bureaucrats an<i party bureaucrats alike. 
In parenthesis be it said that we have a 
bureaucracy not only in the Soviet in- 
stitutions but in the- party too." 

How far the bureaucratism had al- 
ready gone in the party was described at 
that time, among others, also by Buch- 
arin, who was one of the leaders in the 
fight against Trotsky and the Opposition. 



In one of his speeches in 1923, he made 
these illuminating remarks: 

"If we conducted an investigation and 
inquired how often our party elections 
are conducted with the question from the 
chair, 'Who is for?' and 'Who is against?', 
we should easily discover that in the 
majority of cases our elections to the 
party organizations" have become 'elec- 
tions' in quotation marks, for the voting 
takes place not only without preliminary 
discussion, but according, to the formula 
'Who is Against?' And, since to speak 
against the authorities is a bad business, 
the matter ends right there. Such is 
the election of the secretaries of our 
lower branches. 

"If you raise the question of our party 
meetings, then how does i,t ' go hereV 
Election of (he praesidium of the meet- 
ing. Appears some comrade from the 
district committee, presents a list, and 
asks 'Who is against?' Nobody is 
against, and the business is considered 
finished. With the order of the day, the 
same procedure. The chairman asks, 
'Who is against?' Nobody is against. 
The resplutiou is unanimously adopted. 
There you have the customary type of 
situation ^n our party organizations . . . 
It goes without saying that this gives 
rise to an enormous wave of dissatis- 
faction. I gave you several examples 
from the life of our lowest branches. 
The same thing is noticeable in a slightly 
changed form in the succeeding ranks of 
our party heirarchy." 

It is as a remedy for this whole state 
of affairs that Trotsky proposed the 
realization in life of the decisions of the 
12th party congress on plan in economy 
and for a genuine workers' democracy 
in the country. Let us emphasize here 
that the demand for workers' democracy 
raised so pointedly here was presented 
only as a revolutionary Marxist can : 
Not as an abstraction, not in the name 
of that "pure democracy" at whose 
shrine the Mensheviks worship so pious- 
ly, but as a concrete need of the hour. 
Trotsky's demand for workers' democracy 
was presented in direct connection with 
the needs of the socialist industry and 
the satisfaction of the needs of the 
working class. And when one takes into 
consideration, further, the fact that 
Trotsky raised the whole problem in 
connection with the "seissors crisis" 
and the discontentment of the peasantry, 
that he presented the solution with an 
eye towards strengthening the bonds 
between the proletariat and the peasan- 
try, it is already sufficient for a refuta- 
tion of the absurd and unscrupulous in- 
ventions about an alleged " underestima- 
tion of the peasantry" which the bureau- 
crats soon discovered to be the funda- 
mental deviation of "Trotskyism". 

--M. SIIAOHTMAN. 
(Continued in next issue) 



MADRID, March 24, 1932 

The Communist Party of Spain has 
just held its Fourth National Convention 
at Seville. The few Spanish workers 
who even after the regional conferences 
still believed that the convention would 
mean the preparation for a strong Com- 
munist party and the first decisive step 
toward Communist unification have seen 
their hopes shattered. The convention of 
official Spanish Communism was a real 
"anti-Trotskyist" gathering. Only that 
part of the Open Letter of the Commun- 
ist International, which calls upon the C. 
P. S. to undertake a forceful attack 
against the Communist Left Opposition 
was under discussion. We witnessed there 
how the leaders of the C. P., without 
without any transitory tsops, gave up 
their conception concerning the -insigni- 
ficance of Trotskyism in Spain" and ad- 
opted the point of view that Spain is 
the only country in which the 
Communist Left is actually import- 
ant. They declared that it was a ser- 
ious mistake on their part to disregard 
the enormous importance that "Trotsky- 
ism" had acquired in this country. The 
regional conferences which preceded the 
National Convention were dedicated al- 
most entirely to the discussion of the 
"Trots by ist" problem and the National 
Convention only presented a resume of 
the regional conferences. 

During the last three weeks "Trotsky- 
ism" has been propagated in Spain much 
more effectively by these self-same Stal- 
inists than by our own work within the 
last two years. Today "Trotskyism" is 
being spoken about in Spain, in the 
working class organizations, in the coffee 
houses, in the theatres— everywhere. In 
this sense, we have sufficient cause to be 
satisfied and we owe thanks to the Stal- 
inist bureaucracy for the good work they 
have carried on for us. 

Nevertheless, it is deplorable that the 
first convention held by the Spanish 
Communists since the coup .d'Etat of 
Primo de Rivera in 1923, meeting at a 
moment when a serious depression is 
beginning within the labor movement of 
Spain, should not have taken under con- 
sideration any other problem outside of 
that concerning "Trotskyism" — and that 
in an altogether superficial and subjec- 
tive form — especially in view of the tre- 
mendous tasks facing the Spanish prole- 
tariat and its vanguard in particular. 

The Open Letter of the Communist In- 
ternational, assuming the air of a teach- 
er, merely repeats our own criticism of 
the leadership of tlie Spanish Communist 
Party, stigmatizes the mistakes commit- 
ted but gives no solution for the future 
aside from demanding a fierce attack 
against "counter- re voliutionary Trotsky- 
ism". 

Paradoxical as it may seem, the con- 
vention of the C. P. S. did not take up 



the present situation. Sad as it is, we 

must say this openly. Not a single thesis'} fluence of the radical bourgeoisie, 
was presented to the convention, which 
in itself was a convention for the liquid- 
ation of the Communist Party of Spain. 
Meanwhile the Political situation lends 
itself magnificently to the development 
of revolutionary action and the creation 
of a strong Communist party. The re- 
publican government, although it appears 
to be consolidated, finds itself in need 
of resorting to acts of violence in order 
to maintain itself in power. Bourgeois 
reaction has been able to readapt itself 
and to raise its head once more after 
the panic which had seized it in the first 
days of the new regime. This is due to 
the obvious depression that has of late 
set in within the labor movement. It 
is undeniable that the Azana goiern- 
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Imperialist War and Social Chauvinism 
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(Continued from page 1) 
are forgotten as lightly as they were 
conceived. Instead we read this solicit- 
ous advice to the American bourgeoisie 
concerning the recent Tardieu-MacDonald 
conference : 

"Xt this conference two questions were 
discussed simultaneously : the situation 
in the Far East and the common repudia- 
tion of paying war debts to the United 
States. It is also no accident that the 
'attack against the dollar' has been stren- 
gthened to an unparalleled degree dir- 
ectly after this conference. The Amer- 
ican 'economists' are trying to find the 
routes of this attack in the collabora- 
tion between French and English news- 
papers. It would be better for them to 
cast a glance deeper and to look Into the 
Quai d'Orsay and Downing Street, where 
the French and English foreign| policies 
are worked out." (Our emphasis). 

With this paragraph, the statesman of 
the Daily Worker seeks to do the detec- 
tive work for the American bourgeoisie, 
neither more nor less. "On Guard," he 
cries in effect, "France and England are 
planning to repudiate your war debts. 
This is the conference which strengthen- 
ed the atack on 'our' dollar. This at- 
tack is not being conducted by isolated 
newspapers. The real enemy is the 
French bourgeoisie, the English bourge- 
oisie. They are also ones who back 
Japan. You would be foolish to toler- 
ate Japan's advances upon the Soviets." 
Is this the first concrete result of the 
new Stalinist "temporary alliance"? Has 
the American party already become dip- 
lomatic adviser to the Hoover govern- 
ment? And has a more treacherous trap 
been prepared in the Communist move- 
ment in recent times than this one? 



Now the party demand for the "ex- 
pulsion of all Japanese diplomatic re- 
presentatives from the U. S." becomes 
entirely clear- — if it ever was obscure. 
The American party demands of the 
bourgeoisie that it lake steps against the 
Japanese which the Soviet Union has 
refrained from taking. But the ex pul- 
sion of all diplomatic representatives is 
only the first of many connected steps. 
To break off diplomatic relations is usu- 
ally the prelude to a declaration of war. 
The cruel logic of the party's downright 
chauvinistic position is that, in the event 
of the consistent sharpening of the con- 
flict, it would only be stopping "unrea- 
sonably" half way along its 'chosen road 
if it failed to support the American bour- 
geoisie in declaring war against the 
Japanese. This is how the mercenaries 
of Stalinism are slowly converting the 
great Leninist slogan to make it read : 
Transform the civil war into an imper- 
ialist war ! 

In his magnificent criticism of the pro- 
gram of the Comintern, comrade 
Trotsky pointed out that the national- 
istic, opportunistic degeneration of the 
social democracy led inexorably to Aug- 
ust 4, 1914, and he warned against the 
essential similarity with the poison in- 
jected into the body of world Communism 
by the idea of socialism in one country. 
Of all the rotten fruits it has born, the 
present is one of the most monstrous. 
We say openly : this road leads to a 
horrible catastrophe for international 
Communism to its betrayal and cruci- 
fixion. Stalinism is driving it to the 
brink of the abyss. The Communist 
workers must cleanse the movement of 
the poison before It is too late. 

— H. S. 



ment, Still under the "Leftist" label, 
embodies the preparation of the coming 
into power of a government which, apart 
from being reactionary in general, will 
be particularly anti-working class in 
character and at that in a less concealed 
form. 

Unemployment Is becoming more acute 
every day. In spite of the depression 
within the labor movement, strikes have 
not ceased to appear, although they give 
evidence of less intensity than several 
months ago. The labor crisis will con- 
tinue to grow from day to day and the 
workers' movement will very soon re- 
surge with even greater combativity than 
heretofore. The workers will defend 
their right to live and will engage in 
struggles of even greater importance and 
sharpness than those in the past. The 
anarchists and the anarcho-syndicalists 
have showed that they are incapable of 
leading the proletariat to victory. Al- 
though the anarchist working class ele- 
ments have showed an admirable spirit of 
militancy and heroism. Nothing can be 
expected from the social democratic 
traitors. The hope of tlie working class 
rested with the Communist party and 
the latter deceived it in its hope. This 
is the great responsibility of the Stal- 
inist bureaucracy. This responsibilty 
signifies incompetence and a lack of un- 
derstanding on the one side ; sectarian- 
ism, arrogance and the lack of the most 
elementary notions of responsibility, on 
the other hand. The Stalinist leaders 
have not been able to wrest away the 
masses from the influence of the dem- 
ocratic illusions, denying these dem- 
ocratic illusions and. prescribing a leap 
in one step and without any transition, 
from the dictatorship of Primo de Riv- 
era to a Soviet regime, although at pre- 
sent they lose themselves in tlie biggest 
confusionism with regard to slogans of 
a democratic character and believe that 
in order to come to the proletarian dic- 
tatorship it is necessary to "pass through 
the democratic stage of a workers' and 
peasants' government" (the same slogan 
that "guided" the Chinese revolution of 
1926-27). They are the only ones re- 
sponsible for the masses turning, after 
losing all their confidence in the present 
republic, to the bourgeois "leftist" radi- 
cals. The establishment of the "left" 
radical bourgeoisie as a party defending 
the democracy is something for which 
the Stalinist bureaucracy is largely re- 
sponsible. The leadership of the C. P. 
S. was unable to explain to the masses 
the deception of bourgeois democracy. It 
merely aggravated things, when at the 
time the masses were intoxicated with 
the notion of democracy, it demanded 
"all power to the Soviets", to Soviets 
that did not exist except in the fancy of 
the Spanish disciples of Stalin. 

It is necessary to destroy the dem- 
ocratic illusions of the masses ; it is nec- 
essary to wrest them away from the in- 

The 
official Communist party has not been 
able and is not yet able to do this, be- 
cause its leadership has deserted the 
correct Bolshevik line. It is precisely 
for this reason that the C. P. S. 1« un- 
interruptedly disintegrating and being 
destroyed. The best militants of the 
Communist party keep on moving in the 
direction of the Communist Left Opposi- 
tion, are constantly increasing our ranks. 

This is the present situation and these 
are the problems facing the Spanish 
proletariat at the present moment. Un- 
der these historical circumstances, our 
third National Conference is going to 
meet. Before this conference there is 
presented in the form of theses, an ar- 
senal of documents on problems which 
the Communist Left Opposition will have 
to solve. Today, the Communist Left 
Opposition is the organization toward 
which the most conscious proletariat of 
Spain turns its eyes. A large current of 
working class opinion is making its way 
toward us, putting its faith in the Com- 
munist Left Opposton of Spain. The re- 
sponsibility of our organisation in this 
historical moment is the responsibility of 
the real Communist party of Spain, of 
the genuine vanguard of the Spanish 
proletariat. Conscious of our duties and 
responsibilities, we are going to meet at 
our National Conference on March 26. 
The achievements of this conference will 
be the subject of our next article. 



—HENRI LACROIX. 
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LEFT WING VICTORY OB 
TREACHEROUS BARGAIN? 

The recent elections in Local 9 of the 
International Ladies Garment Workers 
Onion are an event of great significance 
for the Left wing labor movement. In 
these elections the Left wing, under the 
direct leadership of the Communist Party, 
elected live delegates to the national con- 
vention of the union out of a total of 
seven. Since Local » is one of the larg- 
est and most important locals in the 
union, having approximately 7,000 mem- 
bers (cloak finishers), the momentous 
import of the election reault can be seen 
at once. On the fate of things it would 
appear that the Left wing has captured 
one of the main strongholds of the "com- 
pany union". IE this is really so, if the 
Left wing, which was expelled from the 
International and compelled to form its 
own union, and, then, in its convention 
two years ago, declared the I. L. G. W. U. 
to be a "company union" and forbade 
the formation of any organized move- 
ment within it, can come out now as 
the victor in the election s to lie con- 
vention — then this Is indeed an amazing 
testimony of the strength of the Left 
wing and ol the Communists in the 
needle trades. If it is a genuine victory 
it portends momentous developments in 
the entire movement. 

But here we run into a number of dis- 
turbing facts which are well known to 
the workers in the trade and its close 
observers. There are three groups in 
the local which have tested their strength 
in a number of struggles. The strongest 
group is the so-called "Center", consist- 
ing of anarchists supported by the Love- 
stoneites and their sympathizers in a 
"Progressive Bloc", and its strength is 
certified by the fact that it controls the 
present admini.st ration of the local. The 
second group, from the standpoint of 
numerical strength, is composed of the 
Schlesinger Right wing forces who have 
constituted the opposition to the "pro- 
gressive" administration of the local. The 
third group, the weakest numerically 
and one that came to life only recently 
and has played very little part In the 
life of the local, is the "Left wing" group 
directed by the Communist Party. 

This is the situation out of which the 
election "victory" of the Left wing em- 
erged like a miracle. And as we exam- 
ine another fact the strange story be- 
comes stranger still. Despite the exist- 
ence of the three clearly -defined groups, 
there were only two slates in the elec- 1 
tlon. The "Progressives" had their can- 



didates, and so did the Left wing. But 
the Schlesinger group, the black and yel 
low gang that has been distinguished 
always by its voracious appetite (or 
office, was overcome with modesty and 
put up no slate of its own ! And When 
this illuminating circumstance is con- 
sidered in connection wth the result of 
the election— the victory of the weak- 
est group over the strongest group- 
there is only one possible conclusion: the 
right wing forces voted for the Left wing 
candidates! 

Already the victory, so bright and 
alluring at a distance, begins to look 
bad and to smell worse. However it 
came about it is the sort of thing which 
shames and discredits the Left wing 
movement. The Communist leaders who 
gained this shoddy success seem to be 
anxious to avoid discussion of it. Per- 
haps that is why the Dally Worker, 
which usually screams is big headlines 
about the smallest accomplishments, real 
or imaginary, passes the cloakmakers' 
election off with a two inch notice on 
an inside page .on April 8th. And even 
that little notice contains an outright 
lie that cannot possibly deceive any 
worker who knows about the needle 
trades. The left delegates were elected, 
they say, "despite all efforts of Schles- 
inger and the fake progressive anarch- 
ist -Lovestone combination". Do they 
want anybody to believe that the Schles- 
inger group voted for the "Progressive 
Bloc" candidates and that the Left wing 
defeated their combined forces? That 
requires more faith in human credulity 
than even Barnum had. The best that 
any needle trades worker in the market 
will say for that explanation is that it 
is just another lie of the Daily Worker, 
and what's another lie more or less? 

The victory was a fake ; that much is 
absolutely clear. But another question 
remains to be answered : Was it the re- 
sult of a treacherous horse-trade with 
the Kight wing fakers ( Foster and Co. 
have played that rotten game before), or, 
was the Left wing the victim of favors 
it did not want? There are people who 
say openly that it was a bargain. The 
Loves toneites, as is their custom when- 
ever anything happens, tell about a sec- 
ret meeting, about which they, as usual 
have "inside information", between the 
Right and Left leaders where the deal 
was made. We can afford to pass this 
by. There are more reliable means of 
judging the affair than the dubious gos- 
sip of the Lovestoneites. The Left wing 
delegates will have to show by their 
stand at the convention whether they 



are obligated to the Schleslngei gang 
or not. 

• * » » 

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE "COM- 
PANY UNION" THEORY? 

At the convention of the Needle Trades 
Industrial Union two years ago the I. L. 
G. W. U. was branded a "company un- 
ion" and organized work within it was 
forbidden as an opportunist illusion. At 
that time, in our comments on the con 
vention, wc pointed out the falsity of 
this theory and the tactical conclusions 
drawn from it. Our arguments were un 
availing and the theory and tee tactics 
had to run their course. This course 
strewn with tragedy for the Left wing 
is just about finished. The facts of life 
have spoken their own word against 
these conceptions. The most revealing 
fact of all is the election in Local 9 
The Daily Worker's comments on this 
event, miserable and scanty as they are, 
leave very little to be said for the. "com- 
pany union" idea. 

If you hide a smile and admit their 
claim that the Left wing has really car- 
ried the elections in a genuine fight what 
remains of the dictum of two years ago 
that an organized Left wing struggle in 
the International is not only wrong, but 
also hopeless? This Local alone has 
three or four times as many members 
as the Industrial Union. To win over 
a majority of these members for the Left 
wing, after the very attempt had been 
forbidden as a deviation, shows a ter- 
rible contradiction between the theory 
and the event. 

And that is not all. According to the 
Daily Worker, the victorious left dele- 
gates "ran on a program of class strug- 
gle, a program against clique control of 
the International, for a real strike un- 
der rank and file leadership". We think 
the delegates were right in advocating 
"a program of class struggle". But a 
company union has never yet been con- 
verted to such a program. To advocate 
such a program in the union is to ad- 
mit the possibility of reforming its pre- 
sent character. But the Stalinists pro- 
hibited organized work in the Interna- 
tional precisely on the ground that it 
was a company union and therefore 
couldn't be reformed. 

Further, the Daily Worker says the 
left candidates had a program "against 
clique control of the International". 
Again we say they were right. But if 
you are against clique control of the 
International, you are saying thereby 
that you are in favor of a different con- 
trol by a different leadership. What has 
this to do with the teaching that the 
union is a company union and, consequ- 
ently, by its very nature, controlled by 
the bosses and subjected to no change? 
The program of the left delegates is in 
fact a direct contradiction to the whole 



conception of "company unionism". But 
still the Party generals continue to mut- 
ter the phrase. This is trying to walk 
north and south at the same time. 

A third plank in the program "a real 
strike under rank and file leadership" is 
an expression of I. W. W.ism that flag- 
rantly violates Communist fundamentals. 
It deserves a separate discussion. 
* * » * 

WHY DID THE RIGHT SUPPORT 
THE LEFT? 

If one acquits Foster of a backroom 
bargain with Schlesinger the reasons 
which prompted the black hundred forces 
to support the Stalinist candidates must 
be explained. These people are not gen- 
erous ; they don't give something for 
nothing. And they are not foolish ei- 
ther. Even without a direct agreement 
they could act in this case, in the way 
they did, with full deliberation, counting 
on the policy of the Stalinists to help 
(hem as it has in the past. The Schles- 
inger administration in the International 
Is being pressed hard in the prc-con ven- 
tion campaign by the "Progressive Bloc" 
opposition. They have observed the pre- 
sent ultra-radical policy of the Party not 
without interest, and certainly not with- 
out profit. According to the ruling 
theory of the Party, the Lenin teachings 
on the united front are out of date ; all 
groups and factions not under the im- 
mediate domination of the Party are 
lumped together in one "social-Fascist" 
mass ; there can be no temporary agree- 
ments, even on the smallest questions, 
with any of them. Seeing this policy — 
and no doubt agreeing with it heartily 
— the Schlesinger forces, unable to elect 
their own delegates in Local 9, set out 
to cut down the representation of the 
"Progressive Bloc." To accomplish this 
they voted for the Letf wing delegates. 

Did they get- a direct promise that the 
Left wing delegates at the convention 
will fulfill their expectations that they 
will confine themselves to phrase-mon- 
gering denunciation and take no prac- 
tical steps to unite the opposition? This 
question need not be answered in ad- 
vance. But the Left wing workers in 
the needle trades have every right to 
demand that the left delegates clear 
themselves of this suspicion by their ac- 
tions. These delegates will occupy the 
strategic position at a significant moment 
in the needle trades struggle. Many 
workers will judge them and the move- 
ment they represent, not by what they 
say there but by what they do there. The 
Left wing workers have heard enough of 
the frothy pseudo- radical ism of Stalin- 
ism. In the meantime they have been 
compelled to yield position after posi- 
tion to the Rights, and through them 
to the bosses. It is time for a decisive 
turn. The convention of the Interna- 
tional is the place for it. 

The first duty of the Left wing dele- 



The Mooney Case and the Party 



The hypocrisy of Governor Rolph of 
California is now clearly revealed by the 
succession of delays in announcing de- 
cision in response to the picas of 
Mooney's lawyers for a pardon. At first 
an announcement appeared of a decision 
(o be reached by the end of February. 
It became nest postponed to the middle 
of March, then to the end of March and 
now again to April 21. Will there be 
further postponements? 

That Rolph is able to postpone his de- 
cision from month to month is damning 
testimony to the weakness of the move- 
ment for Mooney 's release. This is the 
sixteenth year of Mooney 's imprison- 
ment. No one so much as dares ot question 
his innocence. It is a universally ac- 
cepted fact, Mooney is the outstanding 
symbol of capitalist class vengeance, of 
the American frame-up system. His 
cause is dear to the American workers. 
Yet Rolph can play "cat and mouse with 
the life of an innocent man ..." 

And the Daily Worker can say on April 
31, "Governor Rolph has been waiting 
for a favorable opportunity to hand down 
an unfavorable decision during a moment 
of working class passivity. Jnstead the 
working class is more alert than ever on 
the Mooney issue" ! This gem of bureau- 



cratic optimism appears under the head, 
"Force Unconditional Freedom of 
Mooney." 

■ How do the C. P. and the I. L. D. pro- 
pose to force Mooney's unconditional 
freedom? The Daily Worker says that 
only a mass movement can force Mooney's 
release. But do they propose the crea- 
tion of a mass movement? Do they pro- 
pose a series of united front conferences 
to build this mass movement? They do 
not. They propose merely "This week 
must see a special burst of protest." 
What form shall it take? "There must 
be a rising flood of letters, telegrams, re- 
solutions, to Governor Rolph at Sacra- 
mento, California, demanding immediate 
and unconditional release ..." And 
that is all! 

Are we for this rising tide of letters, 
telegrams and resolutions? We are. 
Will (hey force Mooney's immediate and 
unconditional release? They will if they 
are backed by a united, fighting working 
class movement. Not otherwise. This 
must be organized at once. It is not too 
late. The I. I,. D. and C. P. must take 
the lead. Their leadership is making no 
move in that direction. The rank and 
file must make its voice heard together 
with (hat of the Left Opposition. 



gates to the convention is to frustrate 
the calculations of the Schlesinger ma- 
chine and to clear the Left wing of sus- 
picion in the elections. They must raise 
there the banner of unity in the needle 
trades, and make the convention the 
starting point of a new campaign to 
unite the needle trades workers into a 
single organization for a common strug- 
gle. The slogan of unity is the slogan 
of the day. It has more power to move 
the workers than any other because it 
corresponds most to their needs. By its 
false policy, the party leadership, which 
is also the leadership of the Left wing, 
has surrendered this slogan. That is 
one of the chief reasons for the defeat 
of the Left wing and the advances of 
the reactionaries. The left delegates at 
the convention of the International, act- 
ing in accord with the Industrial union 
on the outside, have a rare opportunity 
to turn the tide on this decisive question. 
That will be a powerful blow to the 
Schlesinger machine, and a proof that 
it miscalculated in the elections in Local 
9. 

The second task of the left delegates 
at the convention is to bring forward a 
united front program for the convention 
struggle. If the Schlesinger people can 
vote for the Left wing delegates because 



they count on their refusal to combine 
with the "progressive" opposition, then 
that fact in itself is a sufficient condem- 
nation of the policy. The Party press 
these days is full of talk about "working 
within the reactionary unions", but this 
falk doesn't mean much without a real- 
istic tactic. The united front of progres- 
sive ami oppositional forces against the 
reactionary leadership is just a tactic, 
and a most necessary one. We have no 
confidence in the leaders of the "Pro- 
gressive Bloc". Hut the very fact that 
they conic out as an opposition to 
Schlesinger and talk in radical terms is 
a proof of the sentiments of the workers 
behind them. The Left wing must find 
a road to these workers. 

To do this they must force the "Pro- 
gressive Bloc" leaders to the wall with 
proposals of a fighting united front 
against Schlesinger and hfs gang. Who 
gains by the counterfeit radicalism which 
rejects such a policy? The Schlesinger 
machine on the one hand, and the an- 
arch ist-Lovestone combination on the 
ether. The I*ft wing and the workers 
lose all along the line. This is the bit- 
ter history of the past few years. Is it 
nqt; time to turn the helm? The conven- 
tion of the International is the place to 
make the turn. 

—3. P. C. 



DEMOCRACY AND FASCISM 

by LEON TROTSKY 
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( Continued from last issue) 

"As regards 'the class content' there are no dis- 
tinctions between democracy and Fascism," lectures 
Werner Hirsch echoing Stalin (Die Internationale, 
Jan. 1932). The transition from democracy to Fasc- 
ism may take the character of "an organic process", 
that is, it may occur "gradually" and "bloodlessly". 
Such reasoning might dumbfound anyone, but the epi- 
gones have inured us from becoming dumbfounded. 

There are no "class distinctions" between democracy 
and Fascism. Obviously this must mean that dem- 
ocracy as well as Fascism is bourgeois in character. 
We guessed as Much even prior to January, 1932. The 
ruling class, however, does not inhabit a vacuum. It 
stands in definite relations to other classes. In a 
developed capitalist society, during a "democratic" 
regime, the bourgeoisie leans for support primarily 
upon the working classes which are held in check by 
the reformists. In its most finished form, this system 
finds- its expression in England during the adminiftra- 
tion of the Labor government as well as during that 
of the Conservatives. In a Fascist regime, at least 
during its first phase, capital leans on the petty bour- 
geoisie which destroys the organizations of the pro- 
letariat. Italy, for instance! Is there a difference in 
the "class content" of these two regimes? If the ques- 
tion is posed only as regards the ruling clan, then 
there is no difference. If one takes into account the 
position and the inter-relations of all classes, from the 
angle of the proletariat, then the difference appears 
to be quite enormous. 

In the course of many decades, the workers have 
built up within the bourgeois democracy, by utilizing 
it, by fighting against it, their own strongholds and 
bases of proletarian democracy: the trade unions, the 
political parties, the educational and sport clubs, the 
co-operatives, etc. The proletariat cannot attain 
power within the formal limits of bourgeois democracy.' 
but can do so only by taking the road of revolution: 
this has been proved both by theory and experience. 
And these bulwarks of workers' democracy within the 
bourgeois state are absolutely essential for the tak- 
ing of the ^evolutionary road. The work of the Sec- 
ond International consisted in creating just such bul- 
warks during the epoch when it was still fulfilling its 
progressive historic labor. 

Fascism has for its basic and only task, the' razing 
to their foundation of all institutions of proletarian 
democracy. Has this any "class meaning" for the 
proletariat, or hasn't it? The lofty theoreticians had 
better ponder over this. After pronouncing the re- 
gime to be bourgeois — which no one questions — 
Hirsch, together with his masters, overlooks a mere 
trifle: the position of the proletariat in this regime. 
In place of *k» historical process they substitute a 



bald sociological abstraction. But the class war takes 
place on the soil of history, and not in the stratosphere 
of sociology. The point of departure in the struggle 
against Fascism is not formed by the abstraction of 
the democratic state, but, by the living organisations 
of the proletariat, in which is concentrated all its past 
experience and which prepare it for the future. 

The statement that the transition from democracy 
to Fascism may take on an "organic" and a "gradual" 
character can mean one thing and one thing only 
and that is: without any fuss, without a fight, the 
proletariat may be deprived not only of all its mater- 
ial conquests— not only of its given standard of liv- 
ing, of its social legislation, of its civil and political 
rights— but also even of the basic weapon whereby 
these were achieved, that is, its organizations. The 
"bloodless" transition to Fascism implies under this 
terminology, the most frightful capitulation of the 
proletariat that can be conceived. 

Werner Hirsch's theoretical discussions are not ac- 
cidental; while they serve to develop still further the 
theoretical oracle of Stalin, they also serve to general- 
ize the entire present agitation of the Communist 
party. The party's chief resources are in fact being 
strained only to prove: that there is no difference be- 
tween Bruening's regime and Hitler's regime. Thael- 
mann and Remmele see in this the quintessence of 
Bolshevist policy. 

Nor is the matter restricted to Germany only. The 
notion that nothing new will be added by the victbrj 
of Fascists is being zealously propagated now in all 
sections of the Comintern. In the January issue of 
the French periodical Cahiers du Bolch4v%*me, we 
read, "The Trotskyists behave in practice like Breit- 
scheid; they accept the famous social democratic 
theory of tie "lesser evil", according to which Bruen- 
ing it not as bad at Hitler, according to which it is 
not so unpleasant to starve under Bruening as under 
Hitler, and infinitely more preferable to be shot down 
by Groener than by Frick." This is not the most 
stupid passage, although — to give it due credit — 
stupid enough. Unfortunately, however, it expresses 
the gist of the political philisophy of the leaders of 
the Comintern. 

The fact of the matter is that the Stalinists com- 
pare the two regimes from the point of view of vulgar 
democracy. And indeed, were one to consider Bruening's 
regime from the criterion of "formal" democracy, one 
would arrive at a conclusion which is beyond argu- 
ment: nothing is left of the proud Weimar constitu- 
tion save the bones and the skin. But this does not 
settle the question so far as we are concerned. The 
question must be approached from the angle of pro- 
letarian democracy. This criterion is also the only 
reliable one on which to consider the question as to 



when and where the ''normal" police methods of re- 
action under decay capitalism are replaced by the 
Fascist regime. 

Whether Bruening is "better" than Hitler (better 
looking perhaps?) is a question which, we confess, 
doesn't interest us at all. But one need only glance 
at the list of workers' organizations to assert, Fascism 
has not conquered yet in Germany. In the way of its 
victory there still remain gigantic obstacles and forces. 
The present Bruening regime is the regime of bour- 
eaucratic dictatorship, or more definitely, the dicta- 
torship of the bourgeoisie enforced by^ means of the 
army and the police. The Fascist petty bourgeoisie 
and the proletarian organizations seeln to counter- 
balance one another. Were the workers united by 
Soviets ; were factory committees fighting for the con- 
trol of production, then one could speak of dual power. 
Because of the split within the proletariat, because of 
the tactical helplessness of its vanguard, dual power 
does not exist as yet. But the very fact that mighty 
organizations of workers do exist, which under certain 
conditions are capable of repelling Fascism with crush- 
ing force, that is what keeps Hitler from seizing power 
and impart s a certain "independence" to the bureau- 
cratic apparatus. 

Bruening's dictatorship is a caricature of Bonapar- 
tism. His dictatorship is unstable, unreliable, short- 
lived. It signalizes not the initiation of a new social 
equilibrium but the early crash of the old one. Sup- 
ported directly only by a small minority of the bour- 
geoisie, tolerated by the social democracy against the 
will of the workers, threatened by Fascism, Bruening 
can bring down the thunder of paper decrees but not 
real thunderbolts. Bruening is fit for dissolving par- 
liament with its own assent; he'll do to promulgate a 
few decrees against the workers, to proclaim a Christ- 
mas truce and to make a few deals under its cover; 
to break up a hundred meetings, close down a dozen 
papers, exchange letters with Hitler worthy of a vil- 
lage druggist — that is all. But for greater things 
his hands are too short. 

Bruening is compelled to tolerate the existence of 
workers' organizations because he hasn't decided to 
this very day, to hand over the power to Hitler, and 
inasmuch as he himself has no independent means of 
liquidating them. Bruening is compelled to tolerate 
the Fascists and to patronize them inasmuch as he 
mortally fears the victory of the workers. Bruening's 
regime is a transitional, shortlived regime, preceding 
the catastrophe. The present administration holds 
on, only because the chief camps have not as yet pit- 
ted their strength. The real battle hasn't begun. It 
is still to come. The dictatorship of bureaucratic im- 
potence fills in the lull before the battle, before the 
forces are openly matched. 

The wiseacres who boast that they do not recognize 
any difference "between Bruening and Hitler", are 
saying in reality: it makes no difference whether our 
organizations exist, or whether they are already de- 
stroyed. Beneath this pseudo -radical phraseology 
there hides the most sordid passivity ; we can't escape 
defeat anyway! Read over carefully the quotation 
from the French Stalinist periodical. They reduce 



the question to whether it is better to starve under 
Hitler or Bruening. To them it is a question of under 
whom to starve. To us, on the contrary, it is not 
a question of under which conditions it is better to die, 
We raise the question of how to fight and win. And 
we conclude thus, the major offensive must be begun 
before the bureaucratic dictatorship is replaced by the 
Fascist regime, that is, before the workers' organiza- 
tions are crushed. The general offensive should be 
prepared for by deploying, extending, and sharpening 
the sectional clashes. But for this one must have a 
correct perspective; and first of all, one should not 
proclaim victorious the enemy who is still a long way 
from victory. 

Herein is the crux of the problem; herein is the 
strategical key to the background ; herein is the oper- 
ating base from which the battle must be waged."Every 
thinking worker, the more so every Communist, must 
give himself an accounting and plumb to the bottom 
the empty and rotten talk of the Stalinist bureaucracy 
about Bruening and Hitler being one and the same 
thing. You are muddling!, we say in answer. You 
muddle disgracefully because you are afraid of the 
difficulties that He ahead, because you are terrified by 
the great problems that lie ahead; you throw up the 
sponge before the fighting is begun, you proclaim that 
we have already suffered defeat. You are lying! The 
working class is split ; it is weakened by the reformists 
and disoriented by the vacillations of its own van- 
guard, but it is not annihilated yet, forces are not 
yet exhausted. No. The proletariat of Germany is 
powerful. The most optimistic estimates will be in- 
finitely surpassed once its revolutionary energy will 
clear the way for it to the arena of action. 

Bruening's regime is the preparatory regime. Pre- 
paratory to what? Either to the victory of Fascism, 
or to the victory of the proletariat. This regime is 
preparatory because both camps are only preparing 
for the decisive battle. If you identify Bruening with 
Hitler, you identify the conditions before the battle 
with the conditions after the defeat ; it means that you 
admit defeat beforehand ; it means that you appeal for 
surrender without a battle. 

The overwhelming majority of the workers, parti- 
cularly the Communists, does not want this. The 
Stalinist bureaucracy of course, does not want it 
either. But one must take into account not one's 
good intentions, with which Hitler will pave the road 
to his Hell, but the objective meaning of one's polic- 
ies, of their direction, and their tendencies. We must 
disclose in .its entirety the passive, timidly hesitant, 
capitulating and declamatory character of the pol- 
itics of Stalm-Manuilsky-Thatlmann-Remmele. We 
must teach the revolutionary workers to understand 
that the key to the situation is in the hands of the 
Communist party; but the Stalinist bureaucracy at- 
tempts to use this key to lock the gates to revolu- 
tionary action.* 

— L. TROTSKY. 

* The article "Democracy and Fascism" is an extract from 
comrade Trotsky's larger work What Next?— Vital Questions 
for the German Proletariat. Others will follow in coming 
issues. — Ed. 
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New Stage in Needle Trade Fight 

A Campaign for Unily is now the Order of the Day 



The convention of the International 
Ladies Garment Workers Union stands 
In the center of a series of developments 
and events which signalize a new stage 
in the needle trades struggle. This oc- 
casion can be the starting point for the 
revival of a genuine labor struggle 
against the bosses and a new advance of 
the militant section of the movement. 
The conditions now are present for the 
rapid transformation of the existing 
state of affairs in favor of the workers 
and their revolutionary vanguard. In 
order to make this possible the Left 
wing Is obliged to make an objective 
examination of the whole situation as it 
exists in reality, and to elaborate a new 
line of tactics which proceed from it. 
The leading idea in this departure is a 
new and correct formulation of the 
slogan of unity. Bound up with it, and 
indispenslble to its effective application, 
is a reconsideration of the present at- 
titude with regard to the problem of 
work within the reactionary union. 

The appearance at the I. L. G. W. U. 
convention of seven delegates — five from 
Local 9 — one from Local 1, and one 
from Local 38 — even though their elec- 
tion was accomplished under shady cir- 
cumstances — denotes a recognition In 
fact of the necessity for a systematic 
struggle within the Right wing union. 
It is also a proof of the fruitful possi- 
bilities of this struggle. This was clear- 
ly indicated long ago, from a practical 
as well as from a theoretical standpoint, 
despite all the fulminating agitation to 
the contrary by the people who deduce 
tactics out of their own heads and not 
from the fac*s of life. 

What the Election of the Left Wing 

Delegates Signifies 
The election of the Left wing delegates 
is an expression of the fact that work- 
era, who are sympathetic to the aims 
of the Left wing, are compelled by the 
force of circumstance to belong to the 
Right wing union. The organised Left 
wing, under the direct influence of the 
Communist Party, had to seek an ap- 
proach to these workers and provide a 
focal point for their protest. This la the 
meaning of the Left wing campaign for 
the election of delegates to the conven- 
tion. The Party was dragged at the tall 
of a movment which came into existence 
in spite of the asinine "theories" which 
prohibited it. The problem now is to re- 
cognize the vital progressive character 
of the unauthorized movement and pro- 
vide it with a bold and realistic leader- 
ship. 

The program on which the Left wing 
delegates campaigned for election ("tor 
a program of class struggle", "against 
clique control in the International", 
etc.) refutes in lite the worthless con- 
tention, imposed upon the Left wing by 
the Stalinist muddlers, about the Inter- 
national being a "company union" and 
therefore not a proper field for system- 
atic work and not subject to reforma- 
tion in its practices by an organized 
struggle of the militants within it. The 
circumstances which compelled the work- 
ers to re-enter the Eight wing union im- 
periously command the revolutionary 
militants to adjust themselves to the sit- 
uation and organize a struggle there, in 
coordination with that of the Industrial 
Union. The old policy which has artifi- 
cially divided and thereby demoralized 
this struggle must be replaced by a pol- 
icy which unites and revitalizes it. 

These developments, among others, 
are signs of a relationship of forces 
between the Right and Left unions in 
the field whieh cannot be ignored in the 
elaboration of the Left wing tactics of 
the day. On the contrary, they must be 
taken as the basis from which the tac-j 
tics ensue. Aided by the bosses and tbe[ 
police on the one side, and the consis- 
tently false policies of the Party lead- 
ership on the other, the Schlesinger 
lunion, which was badly shattered in the 
split, has been able to re-constitute itself 
to a very large extent. At . the same 
time, and by dint of the same factors, 
the organization of the Industrial Union 
has been reduced and relegated to a 
small sector of the trade and has been 
unable to lead the struggles of the needle 
trades workers, on a sufficiently broad 
scale to beat back the enroachment of 
the bosses. 

What the Past Developments Teach 
The justified aspiration and the 
heroic struggle of the workers to replace 
the reactionary unions with a militant 
Industrial union did not meet with suc- 
cess. The best militants were isolated 
into a small organization which, lacking, 
a mass membership, lacked the power to 
enforce its demandjL On the other hand, 
the masses of workers, driven by the 
pressure ol circumstance into the faker- 
controlled union and lacking the direct- 
ing nucleus of conscious militants, could 
not organize an effective struggle with- 
in the union. 

As a result Of all this the fighting 
capacities of the workers in the trade 
'have" been weakened and they have had 
to suffer a steady deterioration of their 
conditions. The strikes of the Indus- 
trial Union yielded no concrete results, 



the workers in the prospect of any pro- 
gress along that line. The traitors at 
the head ot the International, freed from 
the pressure of a genuine fighting op- 
position, were able to transform the of- 
ficial strikes into decorative affairs 
which left the conditions of the workers 
no better than before, and in some cases 
worse. The morals of the masses in the 
needle trades has suffered heavily under 
these repeated blows. Pessimistic moods, 
induced by the apparent hopelessness of 
victory while the union organizations 
are split apart, spread a paralyzing in- 
fluence over the "market" and under- 
mined the struggles in advance. 

The slogan necessary to revive the 
fighting spirit and fighting capacities of 
the needle trades workers, anil to restore 
the decisive influence of the Left wing, 
which is a condition for victorious ad- 
vances, is the slogan of trade anion un- 
ity. 

This slogan can move the workers 
more than any other precisely becaus 
it corresponds to their most burning 
needs and expresses their deepest im- 
pulses. But in spite of that, or rather 
just because of that, there can be no 
trifling, no phrase-mongering bluster, no 
demagogic pretense with this great 
slogan. 'Whoever really wants to get the 
attention of the needle trades masses 
and to influence them seriously mnst 
remember one thing: they have been 
fooled enough, they are on guard for 
tricks in the name of "■unity", they have 
to be convinced that the slogan is both 
sincere and realistic. 
"Unity from Below" or Genuine Unity? 
The Party bureaucrats overlooked this 
point, and this is one of the main reasons 
that their bombastic agitat(|on around 
the question of "unity", and their gross 
perversions of the Lenin teaching on the 
subject yielded such miserable results 
and gave the game to the bosses and 
their labor agents every time. The de- 
mand for "unity" under the leadership 
of the Communists predetermined in ad- 
vance — as the demoralized functionaries 
of Stalinism have been presenting the 
question — cannot unite anybody except 
those who ar^-already convinced of the 
necessity of this leadership. The "unity 
from below" ballyhoo is part of * the 
same futility. But the problem of the 
day is to unite the great masses of the 
needle trades workers, including those 
who are indifferent and even hostile to 
Communfsm, for a common trade union 
struggle for concrete demands. This is 
what the workers want, and this is what 
they need. The slogan of unity must be 
formulated in such a way that it con- 
forms to this situation and appears to 
the workers as both realistic and realiz- 
able. 

At the time when the Industrial Union 
still contested the field seriously with 
the International — when the struggle for 
supremacy remained undecided — the 
slogan of unity, as formulated by the 
Left Opposition, was applicable to the 
situation (the amalgamation of the un- 
ions Into a single organization by means 
of a joint convention). The present 
conditions and relationship of forces be- 
tween the unions dictate a reformulation 
of the slogan of .unity which, without 
yielding anything in principle, will cor- 
respond more closely to the realities of 
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The Intensified Wage Cut Drive 



Many credulous workers have suf- 
fered from the illusion, and possibly 
still do. that wage reductions will bring 
an increase of jobs. To those there 
have been a number of decisive and hard 
hitting answers given in the rounds of 
wage cutting which have followed one 
another in rapid succession during this 



crisis and with the unemployment fig- 
ures still mounting. 

The most recent wage reductions ac- 
tual or contemplated, are symptomatic 
of the fact that the formerly more pri- 
vileged strata of the working class are 
now ever more becoming the victims, the 
same as the lower paid, unskilled ones. 



Failure of the Danube Union Conference 



the situation. From this standpoint the 
latest meeting of the National Commit- 
tee of the Communist League, in agree- 
ment with the needle trades group, de- 
cided to recommend to the Party and 
the Left wing tha* the slogan of unity 
with respect to the International, be 
formulated now as follows: "Readmis- 
sion of the Left wing into the Interna- 
tional in a body, without discriminations 
and with full membership rights". To- 
gether with this a general campaign 
should be carried on for the amalgama- 
tion of all the unions in the various 
trades into a single organization em- 
bracing the entire industry. 

This slogan, which flows out of the 
actual state of affairs, will also impress 
the workers as both reasonable and real- 
izable; it will reawaken their confidence 
and their aspiration for an effective un- 
ion. At the same time it will open the 
way for the Left wing to the masses of 
workers now separated from it in the 
Schlesinger union. 

The Industrial Union, which holds its 
Plenum on May 1st, the day before the 
opening of the convention of the Inter- 
national, should put forward the slogan 
In this way and elect a delegation to pre- 
sent the question before the Internation- 
al convention. Simultaneously, the Left 
wing delegates to the International con- 
vention, acting in concert with the In- 
dustrial Union at every step, should be- 
gin a fight in the convention in favor 
of the slogan. Such an action on their 
part, following the action of the Indus- 
trial Union's Plenum, will immediately 
change the character of the convention, 
and change it most radically. 

The Slogan as a Challenge to the 
Progressives 

The mare-or-less sham battle between 
the Schlesinger machine and the "Pro- 
gressive Bloc", with the Left wing ges- 
ticulating on the sidelines— for which 
the stage is now set — will give place to a 
realignment of forces and a real fight. 
Let -the "Progressive Bloc" dare to op- 
pose this slogan! Their rank and file 
supporters, who want 'Unity and a mili- 
tant policy and mean it earnestly, will 
at once begin to shift over to the Left 
wing. If the "Progressives" accept the 
slogan it will be the means of develop- 
ing a struggle on a broad front that will 
soon go beyond the bounds of the pseudo- 
progressive prgram. In a few decisive 
steps the Left wing can regain its posi- 
tion as the dynamic force in the whole 

(Continued on page 4) 



The Conference which was held la^t 
week in London of delegations front 
Great Britain, France. Germany and 
Italy to consider plans for rescuing the 
Danubian States, Austria, Hungary, 
lioumania, Czechc- Slovakia and Juglo- 
Slavakia from economic and financial 
bankruptcy, ended in a complete failure. 
Germany and Italy did not agree to the 
plan elaborated by France and support- 
ed by England on the ground that the 
Freneh Plan deprives them of their 
rights of 'the most favored nation" guar- 
anteed them under their commercial 
agreements with the Danubian States. 

The plan in brief is the following: the 
five small states are to lower their tar- 
iffs with reference to each other by 10 
percent or more maintaining at the 
same time the existing tariffs in regard 
to outside countries. The outside coun- 
tries are to agree to a lowering of tariffs 
on the agricultural products of the Dan- 
ubian States. 

Germany also had a specific ground for 
her objection to the plan because under 
it, Czecho- Slovakia, an industrial coun- 
try, is granted the privilege of the agri- 
cultural countries, those of a preferen- 
tial tariff on her products which will 
afford her a possibility of eventually 
driving Germany out of the Danubian 
market. 

Italy refused to support the French 
Plan because it would, strengthen the 
French Little Entente in Central Europe. 
Thus the plan of Great Britain and 
France to "rescue" the Danubian states 
from disaster failed because of their own 
imperialist designs and that of other 
European powers. 

The plight of the Danubian States, 
which grew out of the former Hapsburg 
Empire after the last World War is a 
result of the Versailles "Peace" Treaty, 
which divided up the old Austro-Hungar- 
ian Empire in small parcels, forced them 
ihto narrow national boundaries, as 
beasts in the cages of a Zoo, and compel- 
led them to conduct their own economl 
ies independently on the basis of their 
meagre economic resources. The com- 
petition, tariffs and other national re- 
strictions augmented by the various na- 
tional historical controversies and mu- 
tual distrust, continually hindered the 
economic development of these countries 
and rendered them a toy in the hands of 
the imperialist powers. During the per- 
iod of capitalist stabilisation they man- 
aged with great difficulty and with the 
aid of loan from British, French and 
American banks to maintain their pre- 
carious existence. The crisis and the 
high interests on the loans, however, 
have finally led them to economic and 
financial bankruptcy. 

The victims of the deplorable situa- 
tion thus brought about are, of course, 
the broad masses of workers and peas- 



Left Oppositionist Speaks from the Tribune of the Prussian Diet 



The following speech was delivered 
several weeks ago in the Prussian 
parliament by comrade Oskar Sei- 
pold, speaking in the name of our 
German brother section the Left Op- 
position of the C. P. O. From the 
parliamentary tribune the spokesman 
of the Left Opposition hurls the chal- 
lenge of united proletarian action 
against the hordes of Hitler, mer- 
cilessly exposing the bourgeois "dem- 
ocratic" politicians and the social 
democratic lackeys for the role they 
are playing in paving the road for 
Fascism. 

Making concrete proposals of mob- 
ilizing the workers for a genuine 
struggle against the Nazi danger, he 
forces the reformists to show their 
true colors, thus pointing the way to 
an effective Communist policy and 
permitting the masses 'to judge be- 
tween the Leninist tactic ot the Left 
Opposition and the impotent eon- 
fusionism of the Stalinists. In these 
tense days, when the whole world 
looks anxiously to the outcome of 

the historic struggle now going on in 
Germany, the speech of comrade 
Seipold deserves especial attention 
on the part of all class conscious 

workers. 

• > • • 

Rep. Seipold (Left Opposition of the 
C. P. G.) : The nations of the entire 
world and especially we in Germany, are 
at present living under such conditions, 
that every serious conversation turns 



of Parliamentarism, when it was still 
developing progressively and did not as 
yet fall into living decay, the question 
of the budget was always a question of 
high politics: Whoever has the key to 
the cash box, is the master of the house- 
hold. When we pose the question of 
sovereignity in Prussia and Germany to- 
day, then we get as an answer that ev- 
erything, budget and government, has at 
present only a temporary, unstable, 
provisional and hardly serious character. 
Budget and government are already 
waiting for an actual master of the 
household. But at present there are 
still administrators of the second rank 
in power. To be sure, administrators 
of capital ! Least of all, is the Prussian 
government enduring, stable, serious in 
character. Prussia was at one time at 
the. head of the. HohenzoIIern reaction; 
today it has become the tailend of the 
November revolution. Hitler is zealous- 
ly sharpening his knife to cut off his 
tail. But he promises to do this with 
strict legality, to move within the frame- 
work of the Weimar constitution. You 
do not believe this? Then, you have not 
read the biography of the Corsican ban- 
dit who maintained in coure, that he 
cut off the heads of his victims with 
such a diligent exactitude that he did 
not even disturb the circulation of the 
blood or their respiration. Hitler has 
undoubtedly learned his state surgery 



soldiers' councils for better or worse, as 
the fundament of the state. But the 
working class was lulled to sleep by the 
leaders of the S. P. G. and the key to 
the house was stolen away from under- 
neath its rest eushion. In this manner, 
the proletariat was again sold out to tie 
bourgeois and betrayed. The social dem- 
ocracy promised to bring about prosper- 
ity and socialism democratically, to open 
the road to the golden mean, Germany 
and the world were to flourish under the 
protection of the League of Nations. To- 
day, in the Far East, we already hear 
the thunder of cannon, despite this "pro- 
tection", despite this "League of Na- 
tions." How many other illusions this 
party has spread, this party which be- 
lieves in Wilson and Briand, which can 
have confidence in Bruening and hope in 
a Wilson, but cannot trust to the power 
of the proletariat and remains hostile 
to the only revolutionary workers' state 
in the world, the Soviet Union! In 1918, 
the social democrats renounced the path 
of revoutionary force in the name of 
"pure democracy". And after that? 
They have in the name of all this pre- 
pared and abetted the pata of Fascist 
reaction, of counterrevolutionary force. 
They rejected Lenin and sowed the soil 
for that hireling of capital, for Hitler. 
While the Fascist bandit is sharpening 
his knife to cut off the head of the Ger- 



ants. Millions of unemployed and ruin- 
ed peasants are doomed to starvation 
and suffering. The bourgeoisie of these 
countries are receiving the systematic 
aid of the big imperialist powers In all 
their plans of saving themselves at the 
expense of the broad masses and also to 
crush every resistance against the ter- 
rible exploitation. The price that the 
bourgeoisie is requested to pay for that 
service is their consent to be utilized by 
the imperialists in their fight against 
the proletarian revolutions and the U. S. 
S. R. 

Poland, Czecho -Slovakia and Rumania 
are virtual vassals of France and figure 
in all the schemes of French imperial- 
ism to provoke a war with the Soviet 
Union. The present scheme of France is 
to draw in the rest of the European 
countries Into the Little Entente and 
augment her hegemony over the whole 
of Europe. Should she succeeded in this 
scheme there will be created a monstrous 
power that will present the greatest dan- 
ger to the existence of the Soviet Union. 
About a year ago Germany attempted 
to establish a customs union with Aus- 
tria which could eventually also include 
other European states. The late Aristide 
Briand employed bis diplomatic talent 
and France's financial power to frustrate 
Germany's plan, and he succeeded. The 
French bourgeoisie envisaged in Ger- 
many's plan the danger to her hegemony 
and did not permit it to be carried out. 
However, the interests ot finance capi- 
tal urgently require the adoption of a 
method by which to save the capitalist 
system in Europe. The narrow national- 
ist boundaries in which the small Dan- 
ubian states are cramped in, are a 
hindoranee to their economic develop- 
ment which endangers the investments of 
the financiers and drives the peoples to 
revolt. They are consequently compel- 
led to bring about some sort of a union 
among the small states in order to stimu- 
late industry and commerce and save 
their investments. Their plans, how- 
ever, are constantly clashing with their 
own contradictions, with the mutual riv- 
alries and the strife for hegemony among 
the European powers. In each plan 
brought forward there brazenly pro- 
budes the sinister aim of this or the 
other imperialist power to strengthen 
her hegemony over the other. 

In the rivalry of the imperialists for 
"aiding" the impoverished small Eur- 
opean countries there are revealed its 
true character of a conflict for hege- 
mony, a conflict that recalls to memory 
the period preceding the last world war 
and which carries the germs of a similar 
outcome in a much more horrible shape, 
the danger of a world war of monstrous 
dimensions. 

The Solution Lies in the Proletarian 
Revolution 

The real solution to the plight of the 
peoples in the small European countries, 
lies in the hands of the European pro- 
letariat, in the direction of a proletarian 
revolution. Capitalism is unable to solve 
all the contradictions that have accumu- 
lated in the course of its development. 
Imperialism has brought ruin and bank- 
ruptcy to the broad masses and the small 
oppressed peoples. All its financial and 
diplomatic plans can only stave off the 
moment of its catastrophic collapse, but 
by no means, avoid it. The hour of the 
proletarian revolution has struck. Its be- 
ginning is on the order of the day in 
Europe, in Germany in the first line 
The Communist Party of Germany is ad- 



In New York City the printers and the 
building trades are having their scales 
"adjusted" Intimations are made In no 
uncertain terms by the United States 
Steel Corporation directors that their 
several hundred thousand workers are 
due for another cut. 

A few months ago tha New York 
printing employers associations made a 
demand upon the allied trades for a 20 
per cent reduction. Their contracts had 
not yet expired but this did not in the 
least deter the employers from calling 
upon their oid friend Major Berry, Presi- 
dent of the Pressman's Union. Major 
Berry came to their assistance, once 
again pi: ying the role he has so often 
before played, namely to break the work- 
ers' ranks. In the name ot the union he 
accepted a 7 per cent reduction for the 
pressmen. After that treacherous break 
the other unions began to follow suit: 
The mailers, the paper handlers, the cut- 
ters and the bookbinders similarly ac- 
cepted cuts. Only the typographical un- 
ion, the Big Six, is still holding out It 
is holding out by virtue of the fact that 
the membership almost unanimously set 
themselves against the demand. But the 
officials, who, for the time being at least, 
had to pay heed to this decision, are try- 
ing to turn the tables in a different way. 
They are merely emphasizing the fact 
that the union contract does not expire 
until Sept. 31 this year, thus intimating 
that after that date the prospects of 
their following in the footsteps of Major 
Berry are likely to improve. That how- 
ever, in the first instance depends upon 
how well the membership are able to 
prepare to frustrate it and to resist the 
attack. 

Another Privileged Trade Hit 
After the consistent barrage of the 
newspaper campaign, always holding np 
the building trades workers as a hor- 
rible example of "high pay and little 
work", the official wage reductions are 
beginning to keep step in city after city. 
Unofficially, of course, the level ot actual 
wages paid has long ago been reduced. 
The employers undoubtedly know well 
enough that an official sanction for a 
reduction now will also make a further 
downward step in the actual level pos- 
sible. In most of the larger citiec the 
official reduction has already taken 
place ; but there are no particular indica- 
tions that even the season, which should 
now be at hand, will anywhere approach 
an absorption of the jobless builders. 

Last week the New York Building 
Trades Employers Association broke off 
all parleys and sent the unions an ulti- 
matum to accept a 20 to 35 per cent 
reduction. It was done by the simple 
process of posting notices. The reduc- 
tion will Involve some 115,000 workers. 
It is to take effect May 1, and Is sched- 
uled to run until December 31, 1933. In 
this manner the employers aim to also 
gain a more propitious time for expira- 
tion just prior to the beginning of the 
winter months. But it should not he 
forgotten that they do not at all pro- 
pose to sign any kind of agreement, Urns 
leaving themselves the option of decree- 
ing further reductions whenever they see 
fit. Yet in this respect also, the calcula- 
tions would still depend upon what the 
organized workers may have to say about 
it. 

It is reported that the New York 
Building Trades Council, through Presi- 
dent Ilalkett, has announced that It 
will resist. How much confidence can be 
placed in this announcement one may 
gather from the offer already previously 
made by the council to accept a 15 per 
cent reduction. And it becomes a good 
deal clearer by the observation that at 
this time no steps whatever have been 
taken for organizational preparation to 
resist. 

Obviously, as far as the wage cutting 
campaign is concerned, there is today 
little distinction made between the or- 
ganized and the unorganized workers. 
That this could become possible is, In the 
first instance, an expression of the ad- 
vantage taken by the employers of the 
severe unemployment crisis. But It can 



vancing the slogan of a Soviet Germany 

What a Soviet Germany means for the also largely be ascribed to the complete 



whole of the European continent and 
particularly for the small European 

(Continued on page 4) 



failure of the present union leadership. 
In view of what is happening to the 
(Continued on page 2) 



Greek Opposition Holds Convention 



directly to the questions of high politics 
and each failure had the effect of still' and the questions of high politics— to 
tturther undermining the confidence of that of the revolution. In the history 



m , x man working class, the social democratic 
from this gentleman. Thirteen years u&dels insi3t em p hatically> titat ever y- 
ago, after the overthrow of the Hohenzol- 1 thing y/m be , n Qrder For they have 
lerns, the working class was factually raised ^ ^ ^ spim of demoeracyj in- 
master in the German household The chldl mtlw> Tne Heidelberg Program 
state based itself on the workers and gs ^^ ta a sim]lar Teln; that 
soldiers* councils. The bourgeoisie was 
forced to recognize the workers' and (Continued on page 3) 



cialist Labour Party (now C. P.) in 1S18, 
through this long period up to now. The 
experiences accumulated will encourage 
us to continue on the path laid down by 
the forerunner of our organization, the 
"Communist Union" which formed the 
Left wing of the Congress of the 8. L. 
P. in 1918, and whose ideas (the neces- 
sity of a homogeneous nucleus, the for- 
mation of cadres, the assimilation of 
Bolshevik experience, etc.) are forming 
the foundation upon which our organiza- 
tion rests. We feel certain that our 
Congress will be a landmark In the his- 
tory of the revolutionary movement in 
Greece. 

We are preparing a report on the 



ATHENS, GREECE— 

Our National Congress took place in 
Athens on March 25-26. Forty-eight dele- 
gates were present from all Greece, re- 
presenting 2,000 members. The Congress 
was preceded by 3 Regional Conferences 
( (1) Macedonia & Thessaly district, (2) 
East Macedonia and West Thrace, (3) 
Athens, Pheloponessus & Islands). The 
national and international problems were 
discussed in the organization nuclei be- 
fore the Congress and the conclusions ar- 
rived at will be published in Davlos, No. 
3. (Theoretical Organ of the Greek Left 
Opposition). 

The Congress took the opportunity of 
reviewing the long and hard history ot . 

our organization, the roots of which are] Congress tor the International Seeretar- 
found in the First Congress of the So- iat and lor the national sections. 
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Among the Unemployed 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

The 826,000 persona, consisting almost 
entirely, of workers and their families, 
who are completely dependent upon the 
various city relief organizations for their 
food and shelter, are about to learn once 
mora tie blessings of living in a capital- 
ist society. This vast number does not 
include the thousands, who have been 
refused aid on one shabby pretext or 
another, nor does it include the tens of 
thousands of others, who have been pa- 
tiently starving while their casas are be- 
ing "investigated." 

lie the N. Y. Times of April 5th, Frank 
J Taylor, Commissioner of Public Wel- 
fare, stated that the Home Belief Bur- 
eau, taking care of 125,000 families, 
would due to lack of funds immediately 
close fifty of its seventy-five precinct 
relief stations and that food allowances, 
averaging about four dollars a week per 
family, would be out ten per cent. He 
admitted that this cut would compel those 
receiving this small amount to live on 
a very monotonous diet and that mal- 
nutrition, that is, starvation, and illness 
would be the result of It, affecting es- 
pecially children. 

In the same article it is stated that 
the daily outlay of $78,000 is to be cut 
to $30,000, which means that over half 
of those workers and their families now 
receiving aid will be refused further 
assistance. But this Is by no means the 
complete story. The Times carried an 
article on Monday, April 11th, stating 
that the $32,500,000 which the city has 
been doling out since last fall, is prac- 
tically exhausted and that unless furth- 
er funds are raised ail relief will come 
to a standstill on June 1st. $32,500,000 
may seem to many an enormous sum of 
money, but it is less than the wages the 
millions of unemployed workers in this 
city would ordinarily earn in two weeks! 

Touched by the misery of these "poor 
unfortunates" the Commissioner calls 
for an additional $20,000,000 to continue 
the "good work". But that the city has 
definitely decided to pass the buck Is 
proven by the inauguration, some three 
weeks ago, of the "Block- Aiders". The 
plan of this organization is to collect 
money on each block In the city to sup- 
port the unemployed living on that 
block, and by these means placing the 
burden directly upon those workers who 
atill have Jobs. While these workers 
whose wages have been cut in half are 
Saddled with this huge task, the civic 
association, composed of bosses and 
property owners, are clamoring for a 
reduction in taxes and are demanding 
that the ."city reduce its expenses by cut- 
ting tee relief appropriations and by 
firing large numbers of its employees. 
They are well aware that these measures 
will swell the ranks of the unemployed, 
but they are concerned only with their 
own profits. 

That the workers, all of whom are 
faced with these prospects, have not in 
any considerable number begun to fight 
against them is evident. This is due 
primarily to the fact that the only party 
capable of leading them, the Communist 
Party of America by its false policies 
and inadequate slogans, has succeeded 
under Stalinist leadership only in cutting 
itself off almost entirely from the mass- 
es. That the working class of America 
as a whole is backward is well known, 
but the pressure of conditions, that is, 
unemployment, wage cuts and starva- 
tion cannot help but move them to ac- 
tion within the coming period. 

— W. K. 
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From a Ford Worker 

THE MASSACRE MODEL 

The agencies and shops of the Ford 
Motor Co., on account of the low prices 
and low running expenses of the Ford 
cars, kept comparatively busy through 
Che deepening depression. But it reached 
them, too. The shops became empty. 
Men were laid off. Dealers went bank- 
rupt. The Ford Motor Co_ kept silent. 
Dealers suffered nervous tensions. While 
the public was told at regular intervals 
that thousands of men were going back 
to work and prosperity, the dealers 
heard nothing. The Ford Motor Co. had 
a new car ready for the public. But m 
the low market it would have been mere- 
ly another car. - It was scraped. The 
Ford Co. pursued a policy of watchfdl 
waiting. Now it is ready to spring, the 
real thing- The curtain is lifting and 
with the V8, the Massacre Model, we 
behold a new phase of development of 
the capitalist system. The great adver- 
tising machine works better than ever 
before. While the big press is humming 
with the heroic attempt of Henry Ford 
to crank up the stalled machinery of 
production once more, the Ford dealers 
and their employers are rounded up and 
submitted to truly high pressure sales 
oratorv. The high official of the Ford 
Motor Co. speaking at the roundup in 
Ohio treated his audience as so many 
children. He never once even touched 
the fundamental function of the capital- 
ist system of production; the increasing 
number of all kinds of commodities pro- 
duced by labor displacing machines, 
which -less and less people are able to 
buy. No, the blame was put on the 
dealers and their employers. It Is the 
failure to meet the customer with the 
right service smile sticking out of a 
brand new theater usher uniform. It Is 
the failure to paint a white border 
around the floor 6 inch high and 6 inch 
wide, that caused the prospective cus- 
tomer not to rush in. There is nothing 
wrong with the country physically, it is 
all mental. "Worry kills, work thrills— 
now go to work and Spring is not far 
off." "To be sure there are hardships 
and suffering. There are employers who 
toss sleeplessly on their pillows trying 
to make things meet on payday. But 
there are heroes among you who decline 
to lay off men, who look optimistically 
into the future. Be glad that you are 
still hanging on. We ought to have 
enough decency not to bite the hands 
that feed us (the speaker was hitting 
at the grumblings of the dealers). jWhat 
would you do without the Ford Motor 
Co. providing jobs for you?" Here the 
writer broke the spell and made the 
mental note that the workers of Amer- 
ica and the whole world will give the 
only reply to that question in the not 
too distant future. A reply that will 
startle the Fords and the Schwabs, the 
Rockefellers and the Morgans. The 
workers will give them a tremendous 
kick in the pants and take away from 
(hem the means of production and or- 
ganize it on a different basis — produc- 
tion for use and not for private profits- 
will provide a job for every one wanting 
one. 



All this while no hands are working 
on the V 8. The Massacre Model in 
small numbers is rushed from one show- 
room to another. The "thousands" of 
men are still waiting at this writing for 
the final word to start in (middle of 
March), it is a life and death question 
for the American workers to learn to 
understand the functions of this vicious 
capitalist system of ours and prepare for 
its destruction in order to make room 
for the new system of production. And 
don't let them kid you, if they yeH "Com- 
munists", "Bolsheviks", "Reds". 

—FORD WORKER. 



Economic Crisis Continues to Deepen 



The crisis is still deepening. It is 
enough to look at the latest Annalist 
(April 15) to find abundant evidence to 
that effect. The graphs show that pig 
iron and steel ingot production have 
fallen to new lows for the entire period 
since 1&19. AH the other indices of the 
country's production are likewise mov- 
ing downward. 

The expected spring upturn has proved 
to be another disappointment to the 
Babsons and the people who still swal- 
low their Stuff. The economic' messian- 
ism of Ford took the form of a machine 
gun fusilade. 

Tht purveyors of bourgeois optimism 
now restrict their dope to more qualified 
formulations than they used formerly. 
Thus tfie New York Times -of April 18 : 
"During the last week some officials ex- 
pressed, with what has been described 
as 'cautious optimism*, the view that the 
worst features of liquidation may be over 
and that a turn in the tide has come or 
soon will come, with a Blow recovery 
from economic depression in this coun- 
try. 1 !' Expression* hejard now are 



DEBATE 

On Friday, May 6th at 8 P. M. at the 
Labor "Temple, the Spartacus Youth 
Club will debate the Young Peoples' 
Socialist L*«»i<e on: Socialism vs. Com- 
munism'— Can the Program of the Social- 
ist Party Emancipate the American 
Workers?" Comrades Glotzer and Ray 
will defend the Communist position. 
Frank ". Palmer of the Federated Press 
will b* the chairman. "Both sides are 
busy preparing. 

The big hall in the Labor Temple has 
been rjp^rved for that evening. Admis- 
sion "M^ ticket and Is only 20c.- Tickets 
ar« on sale at. 84 East 10th. Street. 



largely restricted to the belief that in- 
dicators point to a check in liquidation 
and that unless further adverse factors 
appear, a more hopeful outlook i& justi- 
'tied." So speak the capitalist bessians 
of the pen. It is to throw dust In the 
eyes. 

The authentic spokesmen of capitalism 
speaks in a more pessimistic vein. J. P. 
Jordan writing in the April 15 Annalist 
says, in Face the Facts: "For two full 
years we all have hoped that the de- 
pression in business had spent its force. 
1930 was bad ; 1931 was worse, and now 

1932 seems generally worse than 1931. 
But the most alarming feature right now 
is that there seem- to be few signs that 

1933 will be much better. If this is so, 
and there are many signs to point that 
way, it becomes most obvious — that fur- 
ther and deeper adjustments must be 
made. ..." This is •& truer picture 
of the perspective capitalism holds be- 
fore Itself. 

And the remedy it proposes to apply 
— wage outs ! That is the meaning of 
Jordan's "further and deeper adjust- 
ments". He urges capitalists every- 
where to "right at the start let us dis- 
pose of the element of sentiment". No 
doubt the capitalist class intends to 
launch a new wave of wage cuts. The 
forthcoming ten percent cut in the wages 
of the steel workers, announced recent- 
ly, will be the first point of attack. 

The workers must resist. That is the 
only way to prevent not only this at- 
tack on their living standards but the 
"further and deeper" onslaughts which 
will follow inevitaby if this one is peace- 
ably accepted by them. To the Com- 
munist party falls the duty of organizing 
this resistance -and giving Jt leadership. 

— T. 8. 



The final month of the Militant sub- 
scription drive has been incorporated in 
a campaign to secure the Left Opposition 
press. This aampaign will open on the 
first of May and close on the first of 
June. Its objective is to build a solid 
foundation for our papers. Its central 
slogan is BUILD THE OPPOSITION 
PRESS. Its goal is $1,000. This is to 
be distributed as follows: 50% to The 
Militant; 30% to Unser Kami; 10% to 
Communistes; 10% to Yonng Spariacns. 
This division is exclusive of remittances 
made during this month for subs and 
bundle orders. These proceeds will be 
turned over to the proper organs with- 
out division but will be included in their 
totals. 

Quotas have been assigned to the 
branches. They are: New York— $400; 
Minneapolis— $180: Chicago— $100 ; Tor- 
onto— 570: Boston— $40; Philadelphia— 
$40; Cleveland— $40 ; Newark— $35; Kan- 
sas City— $30; St. Louis — $25; Youngs- 
town— $10 ; Los Angeles— $10 ; New 
Haven— $10; Montreal— $10. 

If any branch Is of the opinion that 
its financial ability has been ■underesti- 
mated in these quotas we will gladly 
raise its figure with appropriate self 
criticism. On the other hand nothing 
can persuade us that any quota should 
be lowered. Each week we will publish 
the quota and results attained by each 
branch for all to see. 

These quotas can be realized by work- 
ing along the lines already worked out 
and described below. 
CAMPAIGN SCHEDULE 

The first week of the campaign, May 1 
to May 6 inclusive, is to be devoted to 
an organized distribution of recent back 
issues of our papers, and simultaneous 
and subsequent follow-up sales of cur- 
rent issues together with sales of our 
literature. The back numbers will be 
sent out simultaneously with this an- 
nouncement. The branches should im- 
mediately inventory their stocks of lit- 
erature, and if short, should order at 
once. 

The second week of the campaign, 
May 8 to 14 inclusive, is to be devoted to 
collections. This should be a concen- 
trated, organized drive. Everyone who 
has an iota of sympathy for the ideas 
and struggle of the Left Opposition 
should be ferreted out and asked to 
help with donations and pledges. All 
donations and pledges should be solicit- 
ed for payment during the month. We 
are counting upon all our members and 
supporters to take collection boxes and 
work actively in this collection. 

The third week, May 15 to May 22 in- 
clusive, is to be devoted to a canvass for 
new subs, renewals, and bundle orders 
for news stands and bookstores. The 
organization in the second week of the 
campaign should be swung into line for 
this work. In this work the literature 
premiums, combined sub rates, the time- 
liness of comrade Trotsky's writings, 
especially on the German ijuestion, news 
stand posters, return privileges on bun- 
dle orders should be utilized to the ut- 
most. 

The fourth week, May 23 to May 30 
inclusive, is to be devoted to the organi- 
zation of affairs for the benefit of our 
press. These affairs can be either in- 
door entertainments in rented halls or 
private houses, or outdoor picnics, hikes; 
whatever conditions make easiest and 
most productive. If possible the affairs 
Should be held during the week-end on 
May 28, 29, or 30 so that the entire 
League can wind up the campaign at the 
same time on a national scale 

Each branch should elect a committee 
to organize its share of the campaign 
work. The committee must report all 
results by air mail. The reports must 
be in the mail not later than noon on 
Monday following the close of the pre- 
ceding week. This is necessary to make 
The Militant on time. Ail reports will 
be published in all our organs. All 
material necessary for the campaign will 
be supplied by the national office. 
APPEAL TO SYMPATHIZERS 

In cities where we hove no branches 
we appeal to our readers and sympath- 
izers to give us a concrete manifestation 
of their support by actively joining in 
the campaign. If they will write us 
immediately we will outline for them a 
plan we have already worked out. 

All comrades should understand that 
with our extremely slender resources we 
are issuing four organs in three langu- 
ages. The revolutionary movement has 
rarely witnessed a similar achievement. 
We are determined to continue, to go 
ahead as soon as possible. What we 
need at the present time is a sounder 
financial basis, an increase in our tech- 
nical equipment, a wider circle of read*- 
ers. 

All three are, of course, inseparable. 
They can be achieved only simultaneous- 
ly : That is why our campaign is or- 
ganized along the lines described above. 
We are confident that whoever sees the 
problem this way will contribute bis 



MILITANT AFFAIR 

On Saturday, April 30 at 8 P. M. the 
New York branch of the League will hold 
an affair at its headquarters, 84 East 
10th Street, for the benefit of The Mili- 
tant. This affair Is being organized by 
the captains of The Militant subscription 
drive teams, comrades Craine and Bord. 
The entire proceeds of the affair will be 
turned over to The Militant. Admission 
is by ticket and is only 25c Tickets can 
be purchased at the door by those com- 
rades whom we fail 'o reach through the 
mail or otherwise. The unique feature 
of the affair is that everyone who pays 
for a ticket is entitled to an eight issue 
eub to The Militant for himself and a 
friend. Out-of-town branches please note. 



time and energy to— BUILD THE OP- 
POSITION PRESS. 

• • • * 

Early this week comrade Coover re- 
ported nine subs to The Militant and 
three to Unser Kamf. This shot Minn- 
eapolis to the head of the list in the 
standing of the. branches. And we were 
going to report it. this way. But Just 
as we were going to press New .York 
crossed the tape with one sub, its lonej 
contribution for the week, and they were 
tied. At this pate Minneapolis will 
realize its intention of giving the New 
York branch drubbing. The standing 
of the branches is as follows: 

Minneapolis 33 

New York 33 

Chicago 8 

Boston 4 

St. Louis 1 

Newark 1 

Philadelphia 1 

Montreal 1 

Miscellaneous 18 

This makes a total of 100 subs against 
87 last week, an increase of 13. No new 
bundle orders are reported. 

The situation in Minneapolis can be 
seen from comrade Coover's words : "The 
No. 1 Team (Myles Dunne, Capt.) total- 
ed 3 1-2 points for the second week in 
April making that No. 1 Team's standing 
28 1-4 points: while the No. 2 Team, 
WVm. Curran, Capt.) again increased 
their weekly total by getting 9 1-2 points, 
making their total 27 points. Not quite 
enough, however, to catch up with the 
No. 1 Team. 

"Total points for the Minneapolis 
branch for April 13 stood at 55 1-4. The 
next two weeks are going to bring forth 
some keen competition between the rival 
teams as the team having the highest 
total on Wednesday, April 27 are to be 
the guests at an affair to be put on by 
the other team. League members and 
sympathizers should get their subs into 
the hands of one or the other of the 
team captains before April 27th." 

What is there to say about this except 
— other branches please copy. 

The New York branch is holding an 
affair for Tl»e Militant on April 30. It 
has a unique idea which can be copied 
profitably by the other branches. The 
admission price of 25 cents entitles the 
ticket holder or a friend to an 8 issue 
sub to The Militant. The affair is de- 
scribed elsewhere in this issue. 
» » » ♦ 

The staff of Militant Builders is grow- 
ing. ■ It now includes 25 comrades, an 
increase of four over last week. Minn- 
eapolis is more than ever its mainstay. 
The staff and its record follow: C. Cowl 
—5 ; A. Konikov — 4 ; V. R. Dunne— 4 ; 
F. Barach — 4; L. Basky — 3; C. Skog- 
hind — 3; M. Dunne — 3; C. H. Hedlund— 
3: O. Coover — 2; J. Carter — 1; R. Ruskin 
—1 ; C. Forsen— 1 ; H. Capelis — 1 ; L. 
Roseland — 1 ; R. Sacharow— 1 ; S. Zal- 
manoff — 1 ; W. Herman — 1 ; A. Swakeck 
— 1 ; A. Glotzer — 1 ; L. Logan— 1 ; Kaldis 
— 1; G. Ray — 1; M. Sterling— 1; W. 
Curran — 1. 

We expect that the press campaign 
will see this staff grow to many times 
its present size. The question now is — 
will Minneapolis have a pushover, or 
are the other branches going to wake 
up and give it a fight? 



IN THE CANADIAN MOVEMENT 



Canadian miners 

In fine lignite coat mining industry of 
Saskatchewan an«ther wedge has been 
dug into black layers of coal. 

The developments are at present tak- 
ing place In the southern portion of that 
Province, at Beinfait and Estevan, the 
centre of the soft coal mining camps, 
controlled by British, American and 
Canadian capital. The town of Beinlait 
Is a typical company town of about 
2,800 people, containing all the primi- 
tive conditions of Civilization, wooden 
shacks, earthen streets, company stores, 
etc., and none of Its amenities, as far as 
the miners are concerned. The bosses 
of this district are virulently against the 
workers organizing into unions of any 
kind and when, under the pressure of 
their conditions, the miners came out on 
strike under the banner of the Left wing 
Mine Workers' Union of Canada against 
their low wages and intensified rational- 
ization, for an equitable distribution of 
work and the right to appoint their own 
check weighman, the operators had their 
tools on the municipal council of the 
nearby town of Estevan, where the min- 
ers usually meet. Resolutions were 
railroaded through prohibiting the min- 
ers meeting in halls or parading through 
the streets, using this as a means to hin- 
der the miners in their organization. It 
Is also believed the U. M. W. A. gave 
the bosses their best advice on how to 
break a strike. 

From the sparse reports received here, 
the union was successful in calling out 
a large proportion of the miners, who 
decided to hold a parade and demon- 
stration in Estevan. It took place on 
September 29th, 1931. With the sym- 
pathy and support of the poor farmers 
of the district, the parade started off 
la 80 cars and truck filled with miners 
and their families. Upon reaching the 
town they were met by a cordon of Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police armed with all 
the instruments of warfare ; three of 
the trucks turned off the highway into 
the town, the occupants dismounted and 
the police came after them and arrested 
their leader, a miner. Their ■ comrades 
in other trucks came down and proceed- 
ed to see what was the matter; the pol- 
ice, without warning, immediately opened 
fire on the defenseless men, women and 
children, who tried to defend themselves 
by throwing stones at the mounties. 
Three miners killed and a nhmber ln- 



on bond or given short terms of impris- 
onment. A. Buller, in charge of women's 
work, who was not even in the demon- 
stration and to whom the jury recom- 
mended leniency, was sentenced to one 
year at hard labor plus a $500 fine; Sam 
Scarlett received one year plus $100 and 
I. Minister, two years at hard labor. The 
Judge was especially vicious with those 
oomrades who expressed their working- 
class sentiments openly in court. For 
instance, one J. McLean, a checkwelgli- 
man, who incurred the hatred of the 
bosses, and whose crime consisted in 
refusing to cheat the miners, was about 
to be placed on suspended sentence, and 
the Judge was expressing nypocritlcal 
soliticiousness from his sick wife. Mc- 
Lean informed the judge that his wife 
needed bread and not judicial Bentiment 
— end McLean was given eight months 
at hard labor. These cases are being 
appealed. 

The suffering 'of the miners in the 
West has made them militant, and 
sporadic strikes are still taking place. 
A call has been issued for a general 
Strike, and under proper Left wing lead- 
ership this strike activity may be devel- 
oped into homogeneous action. The 
miners in Canada and the U. S. A. are 
beginning to move, and may become the 
harbinger ' of the upward swing in the 
workers' struggles. 

Information as to the exact economic 
Influences in the coai industry In the 
West, the status of the miners, striking 
and non-striking, employed and unem- 
ployed, what role the reformists are 
playing there, and in general, the corre- 
lation of forces, is sadly lacking in the 
Party press here. Reports issued are 
merely of an informative and news char- 
acter. The Estevan case has aroused 
intense feeling in the West. It should 
be made a national issue among the 
workers of the whole Dominion, and 
linked up with the general terrorism 
prevailing in Canada which was given 
the lead in Toronto with the outlawing 
of the Party and sentencing of eight of 
its leaders. 

— S. GREEN. 



Wase Cut Drive 



jwred. Peace, order and good govern- j eetors of the IJ. S. Steel Corporation 
men* nr*>vni!ert ' new wage reductions are under c 



ment prevailed ! 

Six hours later, after the local auth- 
orities had been in telephone conversa- 
tion with the provincial Attorney-Gener- 
al, warrants were Issued for the arrsSt 
of all Left wing leaders in the district, 
no doubt at the instigation of the Sec- 
tion 98 Premier, Bennett. 25 miners 



(Continued from page 1) 
organized sections it is no surprise at 
all to learn of the announcement made 
by the President of the Board of Dtr- 

that 
are unaer consi- 
deration. To be under consideration by 
this board .usually means to become an 
unfailing reality, only the question of 
time being involved. 

From the A. F. of L. Executive Coun- 
cil there have been many grandeloquent 
declarations for maintenance of the 



were arrested, including three of their' workers' purchasing power. Wage reduc- 
leaders and charged wifch^ unlawful as- 
semb^, rioting, et. al. The "trials", 
which have been termed by defense 
counsel as "the great frame-up in the 
Province of Saskatchewan and tie Dom- 
inion of Canada" have Just concluded. 
Naturally, all were found guilty by the 
judge and jury ; most of them were placed 



tions mean the opposite. It should 
therefore be about tirte that the rank 
and file a3k these gentlemen just how 
serious they mean their declaration. But 
it is yet more important for the rank 
and file to realize that nothing will stop 
this constant reduction of their stand- 
ard of living except an effective fighting 
resistance. 



Nine Years of the Struggle of the Left Opposition - 1923 



(Continued from last is-ue) 
In addition to Trotsky's initial letter 
of October 8, the Central Committee re- 
ceived, on October 15, a letter signed by 
46 of the most prominent Russian Bol- 
sheviks, Including Piatakov, Preobraz- 
hensky, Sosnovsky, Bleloborodov, Sap- 
ronov, Muralov, Antonov, Kosslor, Sere- 
briakov, Rafael, Rosengoitz and others, 
which presented virtually the same crit- 
icisms and plan of action as were con- 
tained in Trotsky's letter. A short time 
later, Radek also added bis voice to the 
others, even if more cautiously. 

The Bureaucrats "Yield" 
Under such a bombardment, the maj- 
ority of the Political Bureau was com- 
pelled to act for fear that the wave of 
discontent ment would become so mighty 
as to sweep them away with it. A faint- 
hearted resolution on workers' democracy 
was drawn up which met with an In- 
stant rejection from Trotsky. Knowiug 
that he represented to the full' the hopes 
and aspirations of the great bulk of the 
party membership, and especially the 
masses of the youth who were chafing 
under the yoke of an arrogant apparatus, 
the Political Bureau majority was com- 
pelled to scrap its own resolution and 
appoint a commission resulted in the re- 
solution being written essentially by his 
pen. Its final publication as a unanim- 
ous document on December 7 constituted 
a tremendous victory for the fight initi- 
ated by Trotsky. 

Unfortunately, the victory was a short- 
lived one. It had been agreed in the 
Political Bureau, on Trotsky's proposal, 
that he would popularize the program 
of workers' democracy In the ranks, 
while the rest of the Political Bureau 
members would "restrain it from ex- 
cesses from above". So overjoyed at the 
resolution were the party members, that 
the discussion in the ranks broke loose 
with a turbulence that indicated many 
months, and perhaps years, of pent-up 
sentiments. Even non-party workers fol- 
lowed the discussions with a keen inter- 
est. Pravda alone had to publish from 
20 to 30 columns of discussions and mo- 
tions each day. All questions were put 
and discussed freely and frankly. The 
popularity of Trotsky and those who had 
associated themselves with him, grew by 
leaps and bounds. Stalin, Zinoviev and 
Co., who had stood' in the way as long 
as they could, came in for heavy critic- 
ism which boded them no great good. 



It is this fact that created alarm in the 
ranks of the bureaucracy. In their sec- 
ret factional meetings (as Zinovlev later 
revealed ) , it was decided to launch a 
campaign against Trotsky in order to 
discredit him and the Opposition, and 
thereby to strengthen the domination of 
the bureaucracy in the struggle against 
workers' democracy in the ranks. 

The pretext for the campaign was a 
series of articles written by Trotsky, 
later collected under the title of "The 
New Course", In which he elucidated the 
whole situation with such a wealth of 
Ideas, a Marxian clarity of thought, 
mastery of the historical dialectic and 
profundity of analysis as will make It 
for decades a model of classic revolution- 
ary writing and a textbook for the Rus- 
sian revolution. 

Between the time of the sudden de- 
cision of the conspirators and the con- 
vocation of the 13th party congress a 
few weeks later (January 1924 ) , the 
Russian party was treated to one of the 
most disgraceful and criminal spectacles 
known in the working class political 
movement. Without warning, without 
rhyme or reason, a thunderous barrage 
was laid down against "Trotskyism" and 
Trotsky. Out of the archives of the his- 
torical past was dragged the theory of 
the permanent revolution, its , whole 
meaning deliberately distorted, trans- 
formed into an "underestimation of the 
peasantry" and a "skipping over stages" 
and the resulting caricature attributed 
to Trotsky. The press, completely in the 
hands of the bureaucracy, began a con- 
certed heavy drive to discredit Trotsky 
and the Opposition. White Guard lies 
spread during the civil war about Trot- 
sky's "differences* with Lenin on the 
peasant question", were not only revived, 
but officially incorporated in the indict- 
ment against Trotsky. Trotsky was 
falsely accused of "arousing the youth 
against the Old Guard". He was ac- 
cused, again falsely, of standing for per- 
manent factionalism in the party. And 
In every nucleus, using that very same 
system which Bucharin denounced so 
sharply in the speech we quoted above, 
under the lash of Zinovlev, Kamenev, 
Stalin and Bucharin, the members were 
compelled to vote condemnations of Trot- 
sky. The various parties of the Comin- 
tern were ordered to endorse- the "maj- 
ority of the Old Guard" and to denounce 
Trotsky, in face o. the fact that 99% of 



the Comintern membership had never 
seen the documents in question, had 
never read Trotsky's articles. This poi- 
sonous system of political discussion con- 
tinued in later years until it ate Into the 
very heart of the International. Voting 
by command, voting by faith, voting In 
ignorance and under bureaucratic com- 
pulsion — -this was the despicable and 
self- destructive method used to get the 
"unanimous" denunciations of the Op- 
posit ioa 

Zlnoviev's ■Revealing Admission 

Two and a half years later, the whole 
tragic burlesque of the first "anti-Trot- 
skyist" campaign was exposed by Zino- 
vlev and Kamenev when they broke with 
Stalin. They revealed how the whole 
thing had been manufactured In secret, 
how "Trotskyism" had been invented for 
factional purposes. These two were the 
leaders, the main "teachers" ijn the strug- 
gle against "Trotskyism". The declara- 
tion signed by them in 1926 Is therefore 
of fundamental and decisive importance 
for every revolutionist in estimating the 
1923 struggle at its real value : 

"At present, there can no longer be 
any doubt that the kernel of the 1923 
Opposition was right in warning against 
the danger erf abandoning the proletarian 
line and of the growth of the apparatus 
regime. Dozens and hundred of leaders 
of the 1923 Opposition aie, to this da>, 
kept away from work in the party and 
there are among them old worker-Bol- 
sheviks, tempered in the struggle, strang- 
ers to careerlsm and arrivism, in spite 
of the discipline and endurance which 
they have manifested." 

This statement might well serve as 
the epitaph for the struggle conducted 
against "Trotskyism" in 1923, were it 
not for the fact that the issues raised by 
the Opposition at that time, particularly 
the question of the party regime and 
workers' democracy, have since become 
problems of such life-and-death import- 
ance as to put the fate of the. Russian 
revolution in the balance. The fight 
started against bureaucratism by the 
Russian Bolshevik- Leninists In 1923 has 
never been so vitally urgent as it is to- 
day. — M. SHAOHTMAN. 

The next article will deal with the 
"Lessons of October" and the beginning 
of the period of reaction in the Russian 
party and the Comintern after the defeat 
of the 1923 revolutionary movement in 
Germany. — Efl. 
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Appeal to the S. A. P. 

The Left Opposition Addresses the Centrist Party Congress 



Due to the exceptional importance 
and Interest of hte events now tak- 
ing place there, we are devoting the 
International Page of the present 
issue to the situation in Germany. 
Directly below, we are publishing the 
Appeal of the German Lett Opposi- 
tion to the Congress of the Socialist 
Labor Party (S. A. P.— Sozialistische 
jArbelter Partei), the new Centrist 
party under the leadership of Lett 
wing social democrats who were re- 
cently expelled from the reformist 
S. P. G.— Ed- 

To the members of the 8. P. G. (Soeil- 
ist Labor Party of Germany) and of the 
S. J. V. (Youth Section). 

To the delegates of the Party Confer- 
ence 

Only a few months after the formation 
of your organization there takes place 
the congress of your party. We turn to 
you on this occasion to direct your at- 
tention in comradely fashion to those 
problems set on the order of the day by 
the present situation. 

The formation of the S. A. P. reflects 
the deep crisis of the capitalist economic 
system on the one hand, on the other, 
the class betrayal of the social democracy 
and also the grave political errors of 
the leadership of the Communist Party 
of Germany. These three factors deter- 
mine also the basis of existence of your 
party. The deep economic crisis and the 
enormous sharpening of the class strug- 
gle bound therewith do not permit for 
any length of time the existence of a 
party vacillating between reformism and 
Communism. The complete bankruptcy 
of reformism, the now open betrayal of 
the S. P. G. has helgthened the dissat- 
isfaction in the ranks of the social dem- 
ocratic workers to the point of breaking 
with reformism. 

As a result of your incorrect appraisal 
of the Communist party you have not 
succeeded In introducing clarity as to 
the revolutionary way out bait, on the 
contrary, have only arrived at a stage 
of considerable ideological confusion in 
the ranks of your own party concerning 
the fundamental problems of the revolu- 
tionary movement. 

Only when you achieve full clarity 
concerning these fundamental questions 
will you' be capable of leading your mem- 
bers and sympathizers along the right 
road— along the road of the proletarian 
revolution. 

On this ground we consider it our duty 
to present to you our view on these ques- 
tions In dispute and to call your atten- 
tion to the dangerous consequences of 
your incorrect understanding of these 
important fundamental questions. 
Struggle against Pacifism! 
Please tell us, comrades of the S. A. P. 
if you want to make a revolutionary 
Communist party out of the S. A. P., how 
can you then permit in the pages of 
your newspaper the rotteuest kind of 
pacifism? For example, the S. A. P. 
organ of the 7th of February contains 
profound speculations as to whether the 
plan of the French imperialists is a "work 
of peace" and concludes by . calling it 
"the only constrictive plan". On the 
8th of March, Kleineibst not only dedi- 
cates a most respectful notice to the 
memory of the renegade Briand, under 
whose administration (in France) the 
largest numher of striking workers were 
shot down, but even declares concerning 
his Pan- European idea that "St reveals 
indeed that far-reaching socialistic ten- 
dency which bears in itself to a large 
extent the idea of organized economy." 
This is the same "socialistic tendency" 
whleh the soci«l democratic leader and 
later editor of the D. A. Z.*, Paul 
Lensch, had already discovered In war 
economy. If the whole of pacifism Is 
nothing but a bourgeois fraud perpe- 
trated on the working class, then this 
special sort of pacifism, irrespective of 
the motives which give rise to it, is 
clearly the work of agents of French 
imperialism. Comrades of the S. A. P., 
how can you tolerate such ideas? 

To the nationalist idea of. defeated 
German imperialism the revolutionary 
proletariat opposes not a nationalist "lib- 
eration program" and certainly not the 
idea of a "united" Europe under the 
hegemony of the French bourgeoisie, but 
the idea of the Soviet United States of 
Europe. 

The paeifistic conception is in no way 
the monopoly of Kleineibst. You all 
know that Kuester's group is not better 
by a hair, yes, you must make clear 
to yourself that the centrist leadership 
of Seydewltz-Rosenfeld represents the 
same point df view in spite of all radical 
phrases. That is clear from their be- 
haviour in the Reichstag when they 
voted against the proposal of the C. P. 
G. <ln their opinion national-Communist) 
to withdraw from the League of Nations. 
* Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung — reac- 
tinary newspaper. 

Besides, pacifism in the S. A. P. has 
its special meaning. Since reformism 
does not dare openly to enter the field 
of internal politics in the present situa- 
tion, it betakes itself to the field of ex- 
ternal politics where it intends to hide 
its face better from the workers. 

The revolutionary workers have noth- 
ing In common with the renegade Briand 
and with the imperialist Tardleu. It Is 
a violation of revolutionary thought to 
swear in the same newspaper by Briand, 
Leon Blum, Paul Faure, Paul \Levi and 
by Liebknecbt and Lenin. 
If you want to make a revolutionary 



party out of the S. A. P. you will draw 
the conclusion that membership in it is 
Incompatible with Brandism and paci- 
fism. There can be compromise between 
bourgeois pacifism and revolutionary in- 
ternationalism. 
Does the "Declaration of Principles" 

Create Clarity? 
In so far as the S. A. P. separates it 
self from the S. P. G. and the Second 
International in its "Deela ration of 
Principles" and recognizes the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat it takes a step 
forward. But In so far as it wishes to 
establish its position toward the C. P. G. 
and the C. I. it does cot go beyond gen- 
eral, unconcrete formulas, tn this re- 
spect it undoubtedly reflects the centrist 
'conceptions whjich are hidden behind 
general formulas and even openly avoids 
the revolutionary terminology used in 
the entire Marxist-Leninist literature. 
Just one example of this. After it is 
stated correctly in paragraph 3, part 2, 
why the proletariat roust destroy the 
bourgeois state and build its own, it is 
stated in paragraph 4 that this is the 
expression of the revolutionary dictator- 
ship of the proletariat. 'Why not "the 
state form of the victorious proletariat 
is the dictatorship of the proletariat", 
etc.? Do not somehow the conceptions 
Kautsky-Bauer hide behind these formu- 
lations? It must be said clearly that 
the dictatorship is irreconoillffble with 
every form of bourgeois democracy. The 
core of the entire declaration doubtless 
is contained in the following paragraphs 
9, 10 and 11. They present the neces- 
sity for and the role of the S. A. P., 
neither more nor less, in relation to the 
S. P. G. and the C. P. G. In paragraph 
9 their unbridgeable difference from the 
S. P. G. and the Second International 
is set down and the winning of social 
democratic workers to a revolutionary 
policy is given as the important task. In 
paragraph 10 it is set forth that the 
Communist party and the C. I. showed 
themselves unable to give leadership to 
the proletarian masses in the revolution- 
ary crisis and that the organizational 
system of the C. I, as it has developed 
itself, makes the regeneration of the 
revolutionary workers movement difficult. 
We must affirm that both in freeing of 
the S. P. G. workers from reformism 
and in winning of C. P. G. workers, the 
S. A. P. has proved unsuccessful until 
now. Why? Have you given thought to 
this? 

You could not win S. P. G. workers 
because you yourselves are not fully 
clear as to the way out of this fright- 
ful situation for the working class. On 
the one hand you have contempt for the 
League of Nations, on the other hand 
you vote against the C. P. G. proposal 
for withdrawal from the League; on 
the one hand a clear front against 
French imperialism, on the other, words 
of praise for one of Its most subtle re- 
presentatives, Briand; on the one hand 
recognition of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, on the other visible cur- 
rents for the "overcoming" of capitalism 
by democratic means. With such ideo- 
logical confusion a S. P. G. worker can- 
not be won for th« revolution. And how 
does it look with the winning over of 
the C. P. G. worker? "Inability of the 
C. P. G. and the C. I.?" "Organizational 
system of the C. I.?" It is impossible 
to win over the Communist workers with 
such general and hazy slogans. The 
Communist workers have fought reform- 
ism for some time, even when Seydewltz- 
Rosenfeld, "for the sake of discipline", 
were covering up all the betrayals of re- 
formism. It is not sufficient therefore 
to be correct on a few separate tactical 
questions as against the' C. P. G. but it 
is incumbent on the S. A. P. to explain 
fundamentally what separates it from 
the C. I., if the differences are mainly 
merely of a tactical and organizational 
nature, why then a new party? Why 
not concentrate all forces for (he reform 
of the C. I.? Why not support the Left 
wing of the Comintern and the C. P. G. 
in its struggle to reform the C. I.? These 
questions must be answered clearly and 
unequlvlcally. 

It is not accidental that the weightiest 
part of your "Declaration of Principles" 
is also the weakest and the most general 
in form. Here you must show clearly 
what you want! 

Socialism In One Country" or 
Revolutionary Internationalism? 
Opposed to the centrists In control of 
the S. A. P. stands a Left wing. Un- 
fortunately clarity could not develop 
there, indeed at times the will for it was 
lacking. 

The clearest document of the Left wing 
S. A. P. — comrades is the declaration of 
Rueck-Duby-Schaber. (This document re- 
peats the worst mistakes of Stalinist 
centrism in the international, especially 
Russian, questions. It separates itself 
from Stalin, exactly like Brandler-Thal- 
helmer do only on German questions of 
second rate importance. 

The shameful end of the Brandler 
group has made clear that without clar- 
ity in interantlonal questions neither a 
revolutionary organizaiton nor a revolu- 
tionary line can endure. 

In contradiction to this we consider It 
our duty to present several fundamental 
considerations. Although the limits of 
this document do not allow us a complete 
presentation of all the important ques- 
tions of Somintern policies, we. find it 
necessary to take mp the decisive ex- 
periences of the last 9 years. 



The leading role of the Communist 
party of the Soviet Union in the Comin- 
tern arose because of the victory of the 
proletarian revolution In the S. U. 
through which the Communist Party of 
the S. U. became the only party in the 
C. I. which assembled the tremendous 
experiences of a great revolution. From 
these experiences the young Communist 
parties should have learned and made 
their own the strategy and tactics of the 
struggle for the conquest of power of 
the proletariat. As long as the Com- 
munist Party of the S. U. pursued a 
policy based on the experiences of the 
proletarian revolution, the leading role 
of this party exerted a positive influence 
on all sections of the C. I. That was 
the period in which Lenin and Trotsky 
stood at the head of the C. I. 

Through the introduction of the N. E. 
P. in 1921 in the S. U. which was made 
necessary by the failure of the Eur- 
opean revolution to materialize, there 
began a strengthening of the bureau- 
cracy in the Soviet Union. Simultane- 
ously with this process went on the pro- 
cess of gathering the revolutionary pro- 
letariat of Europe for the decisive bat- 
tles facing them. In the middle of 1923 
the C. I. had to undergo tests of mo- 
mentous historic significance. 

In Bulgaria the Communist party was 
confronted with the task of leading the 
Bulgarian proletariat and the village 
poor to victory by utilizing the differ- 
ences between the Stambulisky regime, 
the representative of the rich farmers, 
and the Fascist party under the leader- 
ship of Zankov, the representative of 
finance capital. The leadership of the 
C. I. and of the Bulgarian party refused 
to take advantage of the differences be- 
tween the Sfiambulisky regime, and 
Zankow, they maintained neutrality as 
they were of the opinion that democracy 
and dictatorship were one and the same. 
This political stand led to the victory of 
the Fascist dictatorship in Bulgaria. The 
result was the destruction of over twenty 
thousand revolutionary workers and pea- 
sants. 

In Germany in 1923 the situation was 
extremely tense. It demanded impera- 
tively a revolutionary solution. The 
Communist party at that time became a 
mass party not only by its numerical 
strength hut by its extra-parliamentary 
influence. The masses looked toward the 
C. P. G. awaited from it the solution. 
At that time not onV Brandler and Thal- 
heimer but the entire Comintern leader- 
ship failed it. Characteristic for that 
situation is the fact that Stalin demanded 
from the German Communist Tarty the 
restraining of the armed uprising, while 
Trotsky demanded the immediate organ- 
ization of the uprising. The German de- 
feat of 1623 signalized the danger which 
can be characterized as the crisis of 
revolutionary leadership on the eve of 
the transition to armed uprising. 

The new defeats on the international 
arena, after the proletarian revolution 
in Europe previously had failed to ap- 
pear, led to a further strengthening of 
capitalist elements and the bureaucracy 
in the S. U. From this moment on be- 
gins that process in the C. P. of S. TJ. 
which finds its expression in the nega- 
tion of the international character of 
the Russian revolution and in the devel- 
opment of the theory of "socialism in 
one country". 

These theor.ies led first in the years 
1923-1928 to the policy of building so- 
cialism in one country with the help 
of the kulak, the rich peasant, in the 
course of which the Left Opposition un- 
der the leadership of Trotsky were con- 
demned and persecuted on account of 
their demand for industrialization and 
collectivization. This theory was relin- 
quished in 1928, when under pressure 
of objective difficulties and the criticism 
of the Left Opposition, Stalin turned to 
the ultra-left course of bureaucratic 
tempos for the reconstruction of economy 
without any consideration of the objec- 
tive and subjective possibilities. 

The theory of socialism in one conn- 
try Is a reactionary theory which contra- 
dicts the foundations of Marxism-Lenin- 
ism, The present weakness of the C. I. 
can be explained only by this theory. 
The following quotation shows how far 
this theory is removed from Lenin's con- 



Speech of Com. Seipold in the Landtag 

The Voice of the International Left Opposition in trie Prussian Parliament 



ceptions. Stalin says (Pravda, No. 26 of 



(Continued from page 1) 
democracy is humanizing the enemies of 
the working class. Now, you can rest 
assured: when Hitler lets your head 
roll, then you can assume with certainty, 
your political integrity will have very 
little left to lose by this operation. Hit- 
ler's announcements are calculated tor 
blockheads and have the interests of 
scoundrels and fakers at heart. The 
growth of the Hitler party unfortunately 
proves that stupidity in the German na- 
tion is not yet rare. But Hitler is mis- 
calculating when he believes that he will 
be able to deceive the German working 
class as Wels, Hilferding and company 
have. In 1918 Herr Hilferding attempt- 
ed to coordinate the Weimar constitution 
with the workers' councils. In 1932 he 
is no doubt racking his brain over how 
it is possible to conciliate the tailend 
of the Weimar constitution with the 
Fascist armories. But Herr Hilferding 
may have to conclude this theme in the 
emlgraton, if the outcome of events is 
to depend upon the leadership of the 
social democracy. His fate would be 
that of the Italian social democrats, who 
also fought against the methods of Bol- 
shevism bo long until they played the 
Italian proletariat and the Italian peo- 
ple into the hands ot the hangman Mus- 
solini. 

A Communist deputy said in the Reich- 
stag: "We do not fear the Nazis. For 
when they come to power, they will very 
soon exhaust themselves". Comrades, 
Communists, that is a fundamentally 
wrong point of view. For, we must not 
wait. We must not consider the seizure 
of power by the Nazis as a simple teat 
for Hitler. That may be the point of 
view of the bourgeois democrats. But 
it is in no case a Communist point of 
view. Power in the hands of the Nazis 
would mean jail for the working class, 
the gallows for its vanguard, Golgotha 
for the producing people, (Rep. Kasper 
— C. P. G.: But who said that?)— Rem- 
mele did, on October 15, I believe, but we 
can look that up.^AVe must gather the 
working class for struggle before Hit- 
ler's dream of a Third Empire has be- 
come a reality. We must unite the work- 
ing class in a single united front. 

(Intervention from the Communist 
benches: And that is why you swiped 
the mandate from us!) 
—I am utilizing my mandate in the- in- 
terests of the proletarian revolution. — 
But this united front cannot be decreed 
in advance, by saying to the non-Com- 
munist workers : Come to us, recognize 
us as your leaders, then we will create 
the united front with you ! You can only 
get the leadership by gaining the con- 
fidence of the German proletariat in the 
dynamics: of the struggle. Lenin said : 
Without confidence, there can be no 
hegemony and the Communist party 
should and must become the hegemon 
(leader) of the working class. But who- 
ever says: We do not fear the Nazis, 
let them come to power— is already to- 
day frightened to death by them, is 
scared to the marrow "of his bones; his 
heart is in his boots; he draws the con- 
clusion that it is no longer possible to 
prevent the Nazis from seizing power 
and is consequently ready for a capitu- 
lation before Hitler without a struggle. 
(Shouts from the Communist benches) 
— we shall discuss elsewhere as to how 
far you have got with your policy of 
the Red Trade Union Opposition, the 
"Red" United Front, the "national and 
social liberation". Just to what extent 
you have already proved sufficiently and 
will prove even more clearly in the fu- 
ture. 

But this capitulation, this belief that 
the victory of Fascism can no longer be 
avoided, is concealed under false optim- 
ism, on the grounds of an inevitable and 
self -under stood bankruptcy of the Nazis. 
Naturally, everything on earth ends at 
some time. Even the domination of the 
hangman Mussolini will have to come to 
an end and the end of the Czarist power 
could be foreseen many years ahead of 
the time- But that does not change the 



mean at all, against Poland. For Hit- 
ler and Pllsudski can very easily find 
common ground against the Soviet Un- 
ion. To allow Hitler to get into power 
would mean betrayal against the first 
workers' state in the world, against 
the Soviet Union. And that means, to 
betray ourselves doubly. 

No, Che working class of Germany does 
not want Hitler to study his state sur- 
gery on its neck, nor on its body. We 
must not wait until Hitler's power falls 
into bankruptcy. We must throw Hitler 
overboard,' before his dream has become 
a reality. 

(Very true! from the benches of the 
social democratic party. — Intervention 
from among the Communists : Who Is 
"we"?) — We, the Left Opposition of the 
C. P. G., even though we are not for 
the "national and social liberation of 
the German people" as you are, but for 
the proletarian revolution, 

(Hear, Hear! — from the Communists) 
because we know in the capitalist world 
the "people" is divided into classes. 
Friedrich Engels said: After the working 
class has conquered power, it will dictate 
the laws Itself and in such a manner, 
that the capitalist class will disappear 
and become alike to the others. To that 
extent, to which the capitalis class will 
disappear, the proletariat also will dis- 
solve itself because it will have no more 
classes against itself and the interven- 
tion of the proletarian state will become 
ever more superfluous, first in one sphere 
and then in another, until the state will 
wither away of itself. 

Now, the Vorwaerts of March 15 writes 
in an editorial that hails from Paul 
Loebe: 

"The first blow: "Onward, Iron Front! 
The Iron Front has stood its first politi- 
cal test splendidly. It has done its share 
to spoil the "day of certain victory" for 
the knights of the swastiska". 

It is ridiculous to believe that the fate 
of the German people can be decided by 
parliamentary elections, or that the de- 
Wsion will be arrived at according to the 
parliamentary calendar. The fate of the 
German people will be decided by steel 
and lead. Only blind men or people who 
purposely close their eyes can believe 
that the problem of th fate of the Ger- 
man people can be decided by some sort 
of parliamentary elections — be they 
Presidential, Reichstag or Landtag elec- 
tions. Hitler's assurances of legality 
are nothing more than a thin veil of 
cunning, with which he means to cover 
his plans. Bruening's speeches against 
Fascism are not worth a Pfennig more 
than Hitler's oaths of legality. Ail are 
gliding along the ether of neutrality. 
But statesmen have never lied so much 
as they have since the time that the 
radio was put at their disposal. The 
fate of the German people will not be 
decided by speeches, but as I have al- 
ready said, by the open struggle of the 
classes with steel and lead. For it is 
toward this road that the Fascists are 
advancing and the working class must 
know this. The working class must fight 
mercilessly against all lies that attempt 
to soothe, against all illusions that at- 
tempt to lull them to sleep, no matter 
from what source. In order to be able 
to fight against Fascism effectively, it is 
necessary to unite the factories, the 
shops, the working class quarters, the 
millionB of unemployed within a single 
front, with the aim of throwing back 
the watch-dog of capitalism, the Fascists. 
For when the watch-dogs are beaten 
down, the master is in danger. The 
workers have no time to lose, they moist 
organize themselves for defense, for 
struggle, for attack and for victory. 
Hitler intends to militarize Germany In 
the interests of capital. The German 
proletariat will show him that it is only 
willing to be militarized in the inter- 
ests of the proletarian revolution. 
Against Fascism, which we consider the 
last stake of capitalism, we revolution- 



fact that two revolutions were necessary 
to defeat Czarism and that in the mean- 
time Czarism succeeded in plunging the 



Nov. 12, 1926) : 

"The difference of opinion consists in 
this, that the party considers it possi-. . . 

ble to overcome fully and completely enttre Euasla » People mto an impenalist 
the inner contradictions and possible war - . W * ™* to tne (aIse optimists who 
conflicts by the inner power of the rev- «™ole .«» wi th the wmmg bankruptcy 
olution itself, while comrade Trotsk, and <* the "™* ?eich" : Do not dare lul 
the opposition believe that these con- 1 tile German P™let«riat to sleep! Do not 



tradlctions and conflicts can be solved 
only on the arena of the international 
proletarian revolution." 

Lenin says on this subject: 

"Poor Russia will become rich when 
it throws aside every misgiving, every 
phrase, when It grits its teeth, gathers 
its strength, strains all its nerves and 
muscles and grasps that the salvation Is 
possible only on the road of the Inter- 
national socialist revolution along which 
we are already marching" (Lenin, Vol. 
15, page 165). "We have always de- 
clared and repeated that old Marxian 
truth that for the victory of socialism 
the combined efforts of the working 
class of several advanced countries are 
needed" (The Infantile Disease of Left- 
ism). 

How far removed are these conceptions 
of Lenin from the hymns of victory of 
Stalin and Molotov at the 17th party con- 
ference over the beginnings of a classless 
society in the S. U. This is the sharp- 
est difference between national Commun- 
ism and revolutionary Internationalism. 
(To be continued) 



involved in Its own contradictions and 
crimes, will push Hitler on the road to 
the overthrow, we shall take up the 
challenge In full preparedness, We shall 
say : Capitalism has wanted this ; very 
well, we will raise our hand to Its 
throat, our knee to Its breast! 

(Intervention by Rep. Paul Hoffman) 
—Yes, you are good "theoreticians", we 
have seen that repeatedly from your 
tactics, from your "United Front" only 
"under our leadership". You demand 
leadership a priori, because you are not 
sure whether you can win it. This is 
what Piatnitsky also said at the XI 
Plenum of the B. C. C. I. : "The German 
Communists have committed a mistake 
by issuing the slogan 'No Social Fascists 
in the Strike Leadership' during the 
metal workers' strike. That was not 
quite correct." 

(Rep. Paul Hoffman: Quite correct !) 
— That was not quite correct, says Piat- 
nitsky. 

(Rep. Paul Hoffman: That was quite 
correct ! ) 
—In our opinion it was altogether wrong, 
in yours it was quite correct. In Piat- 
nitsky's opinion it was "not quite" cor- 
rect. And why was it wrong in our 
opinion? If there are 50 Communists 
and 150 or 250 social democrats in a 
factory, then you can of course, manage 
to build some sort of "strike leadership" 
in which the Communists will have e 
"majority". But this strike leadershli 
has no real basis, it is a fictitious struc 
ture and can never reflect the actual 
desire for struggle In the factory. In 
this manner, you remain up In the air 
with your centrist tactics ... in this 
manner you have Isolated the party of 
the proletariat. 

(Laughter among the Communists) 
And all this at a time In which all the 
objective premises are favorable for the 
Communist party. 

On the State Budget 

Your budget does not in the slightest 
degree give expression to the actual 
ta>sks and requirements of the country. 
Your budget is constructed in such a 
way, as if everything were "normal". If 
the Prussian government were thinking 
seriously of lighting against Fascism, 
then that would be expressed in the 
budget, but there is not even an inkling 
of that in it. Who can offer resistance 
to Fascism? 

(Shout from the Communists: You!) 
—These shouts are worth as much as 
the shouters. Neither the police nor the 
Reich's army, but only and solely— the 
working class. Therefore we must aid 
in this aim, to organize and to arm it. 
Only in this manner can the question of 
a serious struggle against National So- 
cialism be posed. Among the workers 
there are many who have served as- 
soldiers, but the youth which has not 
yet learned to handle weapons. Is the 
most numerous section. The opportun- 
ity must be created to train the younf 
workers In handling weapons. It must 
be decreed : In the factories, one .hour a 
day Is to be devoted to military train- 
ing. One day in the week street train 
ing and Held maneuvers are to be held. 

(Rep. Kasper— C. P. G.: Who is to 
decree this?) 
— Patience. I will also speak about that. 
— The unemployed are to train with the 
workers in the factories. In which they 
have formerly been employed ; special 
supplementary training can also be pro- 
vided for the unemployed- For this pur- 
pose, a sufficient amount of weapons 
must he put at the disposal of the work- 
ers. The costs of -the weapons and the 
training must be borne by the state. The 
government of the social democrat 
Braun will not by far attempt to do any- 
thing of the sort, for it would be a mis- 
demeanor from the point of view of the 
high art of the state or that of proper 
parliamentary etiquette, and against the 
obedient devotion to the bourgeoisie. No 
that cannot be demanded from the great 



ary workers, we Leninist- Bolsheviks will men ot tne S ' P ' G " w . hose alm In lif * 



fight in the foremost front with our 
brother workers as the vanguard of the 
revolution. The Fascist wave will and 
must smash up on the granite of the 
proletarian forces. When the capitalist 
class of Germany, which :ha« become 



it is to ape the bourgeois statesmen and 
to betray the interests of the proletariat. 

(Disorder in the House) 
But only in this way can it be proved 
by documents that the speeches of the 
ministers are a hollow sham. 



chloroform it with sweet prophecies, do 
not dare undermine its will power — now, 
when the will to struggle Is the first and 
foremost condition of victory! 

(Laughter among the Communists) 
We are not for "national and social lib- 
eration" as you are. We revolutionary 
Marxists know that as long as the peo- 
ple is divided into classes, every concep- 
tion has a class content. When social 
democratic workers often say : Yes, we 
are for democracy, but for a pure dem- 
ocracy, then they also forget that in a 
class society, democracy can only be a 
class concept. We Bolshevik-Leninists 
have no illusions and will not allow any- 
one to put any Illusions over on us. 
What a horribe historical catastrophe it 
would be for the world proletariat, if 
the Nazis were to come into power in 
Germany ! .Once come into power, Hitler 
could only become the executioner of the 
German proletariat and -the fluent of 
French, British and American capitalism. 
And the war for "social and national 
liberation" which Hitler would conduct, 
could only be turned against the Bast 
and not against the West. That does not 



Now on the Press! 

Problems of the Chinese 
Revolution 

WHAT HAPPENED IN THE 1925-1931 CHINESE REVOLUTION? 
WHY WAS THE SITUATION LOST BY THE PROLETARIAT? 
WHAT IS HAPPENING IN CHINA NOW? 
WHAT SHOULD THE COMMUNISTS DO? 

These questins and many more are posed and answered in this 
book. In Trotsky's own words : "The lessons and problems in the 
strategy and tactics of the Chinese Revolution constitute at the 
present time the greatest teaching for the international proletariat." 

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW! 
Money Is Needed 
PIONEER PUBLISHERS 

84 Bast 10th Street, 
New York, N. Y. 



^A6E4 



THE MILITANT 



SATURDAY, APRIL 83, 1932 



Statement on the Situation in the 

International Left Opposition 



The National Committee, having con- 
8tt«r«d and discussed the most impor- 
tant parts of the material bearing on 
the present situation in the Internation- 
al Lett Opposition, and the French sec- 
tion in particular, has come to the fol- 
lowing conclusions : 

1. The most Important feature in the 
internal life of the International Op- 
position in the past two years, has been 
the struggle to free the movement from 
the ifitience of alien elements who par- 
alyzed its activities by sterile intrigues, 
distorted its principles in practical ap- 
plication and hampered its development 
as the guiding force of the proletarian 
vanguard. We are and have been fully 
convinced of the progressive and revolu- 
tionary quality of the struggle for these 
ends which has been led by comrade 
Trotsky. It has been an unavoidable 
and necessary stage in the preparation 
of the International Left Opposition to 
fulfill its great historic tasks. The Na- 
tion*!' Committee is in full solidarity 
with the estimate of this struggle and 
the perspectives of the International 
Left Opposition outlined in the circular 
letter of comrade Trotsky under date 
of December 22, 1931. 

2. The correctness and necessity of 
this struggle to purge the movement of 
alien elements is demonstrated, among 
other- things, by the positive results in 
the German section after the liquidation 
of Che worthless intrigues of Landau 
and . the freeing of the section for its 
actual revolutionary tasks. The leader- 
shipof the German section, which has 
taken Bhape in ehe struggle against 
Landau and his sterile factional regime, 
must be given all possible international 
assistance and support in its tremendous 
responsibilities and opportunities. The 
necessity of the struggle for internal 
renovstfon is shown with no less force 
—although in a negative manner— by the 
present state of affairs in France. The 
demoralization there ensues directly 
from the faU that the two-year strug- 
gle has not been brought to a conclusion. 

3. In our opinion the present situa-. 
tion in the French League — which ought 
to he a matter' of grave concern to the 
entire International Opposition— is not 
a new one. We regard it rather as the 
rear-end of the struggle to clear the 
section of the influence of un assimilable 
and careerist elements, which has been 
unduly prolonged. The task there, as we 
see it is not to seek a solution of the 
crisis from the standpoint of the epis- 
odic ouestlons and differences. This only 
blurs the real issue. What is necessary 
is a decisive course toward the lkjuida- 
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For Unity in Needle Trade! 

(Continued from page 1) 
needle trades situation, beginning with 
the International. 

It goes without saying that this for- 
mulation of the slogan of unity has noth- 
ing in common with the liquids tlonist 
program of the Lovestoneites. The Lett 
wing suffered a defeat in its major un- 
dertaking to replace the reactionary un- 
ion with another one. That must be 
frankly acknowledged. But it still re- 
tains its basic nucleus of the most re- 
liable and tested militants. It still re- 
mains an organized force. This force 
must be. kept intact nd demand reincor- 
poration into the International as a 
fighting unit. This should be the line 
of its fight, not a capitulation and the 
individual re-entry of its members into 
the International on the terms of Schles- 
inger. The masses will support this pro- 
position, including those inside the In- 
ternational at present and thousands 
who are standing aside from both un- 
ions, discouraged and waiting for some 
new turn in the situation. 

But,. Foster and Browder will answer, 
Schlesinger and his black-and-yellow 
gang will not agree to this proposal. 
The slogan of unity, as the Communists 
present ' it, is not designed, to meet the 
approval of the labor fakers but to fac- 
ilitate the struggle of the workers 
against, them. The new campaign for 
unity, along the lines we have suggested 
will start the re-organ iz a tion of the 
workers around the banner of the Left 
wing. The Left wing will rise again as 
the authentic spokesman of the masses. 
On this basis the genuine unification of 
the needle trade workers struggle will 
take place, with or without the wishes 
of the socialist betrayers. 

-JAMBS P. CANNON. 
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tion of the crisis by a firm stand against 
the representatives of the disintegrating 
tendencies. Among these we count the 
leaders of the Jewish group.'and we par- 
ticularly condemn their attempt to set 
up a nationality group as a faction with- 
in the League and their resignation from 
the National Committee in the name of 
such a group. Such methods and prac- 
tices are incompatible with Communist 
organization. No less harmful, in the 
drawn-out internal crisis of the League, 
have been the ambiguous and diplomatic 
maneuvers of Naville, against which we 
have recorded ourselves in our previous 
resolution. In our opinion it is most 
necessary for the French League to bring 
Che internal controversy to a conclusion, 
to draw clear and precise lines and 
makes a selection on that basis. 

4. The proposal of comrade Trotsky 
for the reorganization of the Interna- 
tional Secretariat, by constituting it out 
of representatives of the most important 
sections who will be responsible to their 
sections, is the most feasible plan un- 
der the circumstances. As Bhe experi- 
ence of the past few years has shown, 
the International Opposition has not yet 
developed to the point where a secretar- 
iat based on the selection of persons- 
free from accountability to tJhe respec- 
tive sections— could fiulflll the office. 
The Secretariat must become a respon- 
sible body standing above the intrigues 
and helping to liquidate them. We are 
of the opinion that comrade Mill misused 
the office of International Secretary and 
erred fatally by identifying himself with 
the factional struggle in the French 
League against the leadership. Thereby 
he helped to negate the whole progres- 
sive struggle against Landau- N a ville- 
ttiosmer and, at the same time, under- 
mined the authority and discredited the 
International Secretariat. The reorgani- 
zation of the Secretariat as a responsi- 
ble body will help to shield it against 
such a fate by rendering it less suscep- 
tible to personal moods and vacillations. 

5. The difficulties of distance, etc., 
make i timely and effective participation 
of the American League in the internal 
questions of the European sections ex- 
tremely difficult, and preclude altogether 
any pretensions on our part to play a 
leading role in their solution. We must 
not undertake that. Nevertheless we 
consider it desirable to participate more 
directly in the work of the International 
Secretariat through an elected represen- 
tative and the National Committee will 
propose to select such a represtntative 
of. the American league as soon as pos- 
sible. It is necessary to acknowledge a 
slackness in our international activities 
and duties, the nature of which and its 
basic causes have been accurately de- 
scribed in comrade Tlotsky's circular 
letter. In order for our League to be 
useful in Khe.solutlon of the internal 
problems of the European sections, and 
to educate itself In internationalism in 
the process, it must firmly organize a 
collective participation. The National 
Committee as a whole must familiarize 
itself with the .international questions 
and bring a collective judgment to bear 
upon them, The most important mater 
ial must be translated and supplied to 
the League membership for information 
and discussion. The progressive ele- 
ments in all sections, which are strug- 
gling for the liquidation of circle psy- 
chology, sterile intellect ualism and 
worthless factional intrigues, and for the 
consolidation of genuinely revolutionary 
cadres, must be assured at every step 
that Bhey have a conscious and resolute 
ally in the American League. 

—NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
COMMUNIST LEAGUE OF 
AMERICA (OPPOSITION) 



Failure of Danube Union 

(Continued from page 1) 
countries is needless to state. The sit- 
uation In all countries is bound to 
change radically in the event of a victor- 
ious proletarian revolution in Germany. 
It is one of the by no means small tasks 
of the proletarian revolutoin to come to 
the aid of the small nations with a clear 
program, for solving their vital and 
pressing problems. The Comintern and 
the German Communist Party, however, 
completely ignore the international sit- 
uation and advance no slogan outside 
of the general slogan of a Soviet Ger- 
many and the abstract slogan of "De- 
fend the Soviet Union". The fact that 
Hitler is successfully exploiting the 
existing situation in Europe and react- 
ing on it in his propaganda deserves to 
be mentioned. There can be no doubt 
that the German delegation to the Lon- 
don Conference on the question of the 
Da nubia n countries was compelled to 
take a position of defiance towards 
France under the pressure of Hitler's 
propaganda. Has the German Commun- 
ist Party made clear the Communist 
position on this question to the broad 
masses in Germany and the rest of the 
European countries? 

Ihe- Slogan of a Soviet United 
States of Europe 
In the year of 1923, at the time of the 
occupation of the Ruhr and the resulting 
revolutionary situation in Germany the 
Comintern under the pressure of com- 
rade Trotsky adopted the slogan of a 
Soviet United States of Europe. But the 
leadership had nevertheless remained 
hostile to it. Later it entirely aban- 
doned it on the ground that, in Stalin's 
declaration, it was impossible to foresee 
whether it would be necessary to apply 
the slogan of the United States of Eur- 
ope after the proletarian revolution. Sub- 
sequently the slogan of a Soviet United 
States of Europe had been declared 
"Trotskyism" and bitterly attacked by 
the Comintern leadership. But this 
slogan has been and is today more than 
ever of vital importance to the European 
proletariat because it flows from the 
very character of the present epoch of 
the economic development. 

The main characteristic feature of the 
present epoch is the international scale 
of the productive forces which come 
into conflict with and are breaking 
through the national boundaries. Hence, 
the national conflicts and the imperialism 
which oppresses and strangulates the 
small nations. The last world war was 
a direct result of the above process of 
the development of the productive forces. 
Since the world war this process has 
greatly increased, and the contradictions 
of capitalism with it. Socialism which 
is progressive and must base itself on a 
higher development of the productive 
forces, surely cannot be driven into the 
framework of national boundaries. On 
the contrary, the international character 
of the productive forces under socialism 
will greatly increase. Socialism will 
spread itself over the face of the whole 
world. There is where it derives its in- 
ternational character and on which is 
based the slogan of a Soviet United 
States of Europe. 

"The term: The Soviet United States 
of Europe expresses the idea that soc- 
ialism is Impossible in a single country. 
It cannot even attain its full develop- 
ment within the limits of a continent. 
The Socialist United States of Europe 
represents a stage of a historical slogan 
on the road to the Socialist World Fed- 
eration." Leon Trotsky, The Militant, 
Dec. 7, 1929. 

The present leadership of the Comin- 
tern, naturally, cannot adopt this slogan 
because it contradicts Stalin's theory of 
"socialism in one country. This false 
theory is the main source of all tactical 
mistakes and its bankruptcy in problems 
of the greatest importance to the inter- 
national proletariat. 

—ALBERT ORJLAND. 
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Execution of Scottsboro Boys Stayed 



Two developments in the Scottsboro 
case within the past week testify to the 
protest it has aroused in the working 
class. The execution has been stayed to 
June 24 upon the appeal of the I. L. D. 
to the U. S. Supreme Court. No doubt 
the bourbon tiger still feels that its prey 
is secure. It feels that it can afford 
this small concession end expects that 
its Judicial superior will confirm its find- 
ing. 



this there Is yet little sign. The I. L. D. 
is not doing it. The C. 1'. is not doing 
it. They limit themselves to calls for 
demonstrations in the Communist press. 
This is not sufficient. Only a com- 
paratively small number of workers read 
the Communist press. Only a small 
number respond to the party's calls. The 
overwhelming bulk of the working class 
is still n on -Communist. It must be ap- 
proached thru the press it reads, thru 



For this is required the tactic of the 
united front of working class organiza- 
tions. This the party and the I. L. D. 
should take the lejad in organizing. 
There is no other way to build a mass 
movevent to free the Scottsboro boys. 
— T. STAMM. 



The State Department has applied to the organizations it supports, 
the Governor for information about the 
case for transmission to U. S. consulates 
abroad. Unquestionably this is a reac- 
tion to the working class pressure abroad 
being brought to bear on the diplomatic 
representatives of dollar imperialism. 

In the consciousness of the interna- 
tional working class the memories of the 
Sacco-Vanzetti and Mooney cases are 
still green. They do not need legal 
proofs of the innocence of "the Scottsboro 
boys. The American frame-up system is 
familiar to them. In this case they see 
another attack on the international work- 
ing class. 

And they are protesting. They hold 
meetings and send cables of protest. The 
mother of one of the boys, Mrs. Wright, 
will tour Germany under the auspices of 
the International Red Aid to speak for 
all nine of the boys. 

Will the U. S. Supreme Court confirm 
the decision of the Alabama Supreme 
Court? It may. It may reserve it. One 
thing is sure. Only an aroused workiiig 
class movement can save these nine mem- 
bers' of our class. Between now and 
June 24 the time is short. The small 
concessions the capitalist class has 
yielded must be a stlmulous to yet great- 
er activity. ' 
Our protest must be organized. Of 



ST. LOUIS MASS PROTEST 
MEETING 

Saturday, April 31st 

For the Release of Tom Mooney and 

All Class War Prisoners 

Central Library Auditorium 

Fourteenth and Olive Streets 

Auspices : Molders Mooney Defense 

Committee 

Left Opposition speakers included 
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When the newspapers of the new Socialist Labor 
Party (the S. A. P.) criticize "the party egoism" of 
the social democracy and of the Communist party; 
when Seydewitz" assures us that so far as he is con- 
cerned, "the interests of the class come before the in- 
terests of the party," they only fall into political 
sentimentalism, or, what is worse, behind this senti- 
mental phraseology, they screen the interests of their 
own party. This method is no good. Whenever re- 
action demands that the interests of "the nation" be 
placed before class interests, we, Marxists, take 
pains to explain that under the guise of "the .whole", 
the reaction puts through the interests of the ex- 
ploiting class. The interests of the nation cannot be 
formulated otherwise than from the point of view of 
the ruling class, or of the class pretending to sover- 
eignity. The interests of the class cannot be formu- 
lated otherwise than in the shape of a program; the 
program cannot be defended otherwise than by creat- 
ing the party. 

RELATION OF PARTY TO CLASS 

The class, taken by itself, is only material for ex- 
ploitation. The proletariat assumes an independent 
role only at that moment when from a social class in 
itaelf it becomes a political class for itself. This can- 
not take place otherwise than through the medium of 
a party. The party is that historical organ by means 
of which the class becomes class conscious. To say 
that "the class stands higher than the party," is to 
assert that the class in the raw stands higher than the 
class which is on the road to class consciousness. Not 
only is this incorrect but it is reactionary. There 
isn't the slightest need for this smug and shallow 
theory in order to establish the necessity for a united 
front. 

The progress of a class toward class consciousness, 
that is, the building of a revolutionary party which 
leads the proletariat, is a complex and a contradictory 
process. The class itself is not homogeneous. Its 
different sections arrive at class consciousness by dif- 
ferent paths and at different times. The bourgeoisie 
participates actively in this process. Within the 
working class, it creates its own institutions, or util- 
izes those already existing, in order to oppose certain 
strata of workers to others. Within the proletariat 
several parties are active at the same time. There- 
fore, for the greater part of its historical journey, it 
remains split politically. The problem of the United 
Front — which arises during certain periods most 
sharply — originates therein. 

The historical interests of the proletariat find their 
expression in the Communist party — when its policies 
are correct. The task of the Communist party con- 
sists in winning over the majority of the proletariat; 
and only thus is the socialist revolution made possible. 
The Communist party cannot fulfill its mission except 
by preserving, completely and unconditionally, its 
political and organizational independence apart from 
all other parties and organizations within and without 
the working class. To transgress this basic principle 
of Marxist policy is to commit the most heinous of 
crimes against the interests of the proletariat, as a 
class. The Chinese revolution of 1925-1927 was 
wrecked precisely because the Comintern, under the 
leadership of Stalin and Bucharin, forced the Chinese 
Communist Party to enter into the party of the Chi- 
nese bourgeoisie, the Kuo Min Tang, and to obey its 
discipline. The experience resulting from the appli- 
cation of Stalinist policies as regards the Kuo Min 
Tang will enter forever into history as" an example of 
how the revolution was ruinously sabotaged by its 
leaders. The Stalinist theory of "two-class workers* 
and peasants' parties" for the Orient is the generaliza- 
tion and authorization of the practice employed with 
the Kuo Min Tang; the application of this theory in 
Japan, India, Indonesia, and Korea has undermined 
the authority of the Comintern and has set back their 
. revolutionary development for a number of years. This 
same policy — perfidious in its essence — was applied, 
though not quite so cynically, in the United States, 
in England, and in all countries of Europe up to 1928. 

UNCONDITIONAL INDEPENDENCE OF C. P. UNDER ALL 
HISTORICAL CONDITIONS 

The struggle of the Left Opposition for the main- 
tenance of the complete and unconditional independ- 
ence of the Communist party and of its policies, un- 
der each and every historical condition, and on all 
stages of the development of the proletariat, strained 
the relations between the Opposition and the Stalin- 
ist faction to the breaking point during the period of 
Stalin's bloc with Chiang Kai-Shek, Wang Chin Wei 
Purcell, Radich, La FoIIette, etc. It is quite unneces- 
sary to recall that both Thaelmann and Remmele as 
well as Brandler and Thalheimer, during this strug- 
gle, were completely on Stalin's side against the Bol- 
shevik-Leninists. It is not we, therefore, who have to 
go to school and learn from Stalin and Thaelmann 
about the independent policies of the Communist 
party ! 

But the proletariat moves toward revolutionary 
consciousness not by passing grades in school but by 
passing through the class struggle, which abhors in- 
terruptions. To fight, the proletariat must have un- 
ity in its ranks. This holds true for partial economic 
conflicts, within the walls of a single factory, as well 
as for such "national" political battles as the one to 
repel Fascism. Consequently the tactic of the United 
Front is not something accidental and artificial — a 
cunning maneuver — not at all; it originates, entirely 
and wholly, in the objective conditions governing the 
development of the proletariat. The words in the 
Communist Manifesto which state that the Commun- 
Jsts are not opposed to the proletariat, that they 
have no interests separate and apart from those of 
the proletariat as a whole, carry with them the mean- 
ing that the struggle of the party to win over the 



majority of the class must in no instance come into 
opposition with the need of the workers to keep unity 
within their fighting ranks. 

Die Rote Fahne is completely justified in con- 
demning all discussions concerning the contention that 
"the class interests must be placed above party inter- 
ests." In reality, the correctly understood interests 
of the class are identical with the correctly formulated 
problems of the party. So long as the discussion is 
limited to this historico-philosophical assertion, the 
position of Die Rote Fahne is unassailable. But the 
political conclusions which it deduces therefrom are 
nothing short of mockery 'of Marxism. 

The identity, in principle, of the interests of the 
proletariat and of the aims of the Communist party 
does not mean either that the proletariat as a whole is, 
even today, conscious of its class interests, or that the 
party under all conditions formulates them correctly. 
The very need of the party originates in the very fact 
that the proletariat is not born with the innate under- 
standing of its historical interests. The task of the 
party consists in learning, from experience derived 
from the struggle, how to demonstrate to the prole- 
tariat its right to leadership. While, the Stalinist 
bureaucracy, on the contrary, holds to the opinion 
that it can demand point blank obedience from the 
proletariat, simply on the strength of a party pass- 
port, stamped with the seal of the Comintern. 

CORRECT CONCEPTION OF THE UNITED FRONT 

Every United Front, which doesn't first plaee itself 
under the leadership of the Communist party, reiter- 
ates Die Rote Fahne, is directed against the inter- 
ests of the proletariat. Whoever doesn't recognize the 
leadership of the Communist party is none other than 
the "counter-revolutionary" himself. The worker is 
obliged to trust the Communist organization in ad- 
vance, on its word of honor. From the identity, in 
principle, of the aims of the party and of the class, 
the functionary deduces his right to lay down the law 
to the class. The very historical problem which the 
Communist party is yet to solve— that of uniting the 
overwhelming majority of the workers under its ban- 
ner-— is turned by the bureaucrat into an ultimatum, 
into a pistol which he holds against the temple of the 
working class. Formalistic, administrative and bur- 
eaucratic thinking supplants the dialectic. 

The historical problem that must be solved is de- 
creed as solved already. The confidence yet to be won, 
is announced as won already. That, it goes without 
saying, is the easiest way out. But very little is 
achieved that way. In politics one must proceed from 
facts as they arc, and not as one would like them to 
be, or as they will be eventually. The position of the 
Stalinist bureaucracy drawn to its conclusion leads, 
in fact, to the negation of the party. For what is 
the net result of all its historical labor, if the prole- 
tariat is obliged beforehand to accept the leadership 
of Thaelmann and Remmele? 

From the worker desirous of joining the ranks of 
the Communists, the party has a right to demand : You 
must accept our program and obey our regulations 
and the authority of our electoral institutions. But 
it is absurd and criminal to present the same a priori 
demand, or even a part of it, to the working masses 
or workers* organizations when the matter is broached 
of joint action for the sake of definite aims of strug- 
gle. Thereby the very foundations of the party are 
undermined; for the party can fulfill its task only by 
maintaining correct relations with the class. Instead 
of issuing such a one sided ultimatum, which irritates 
and insults the workers, the party should submit a 
definite program for joint action: that is the surest 
way of achieving leadership in reality. 
BUREAUCRATIIC ULTIMATISM LEADS TO NEGATION 
OF THE PARTY 

Ultimatum is an attempt to rape the working class 
after failing to convince it: Workers, unless you ac- 
cept the leadership of Thaelmann-Remmele-Neumann, 
we will not permit you to establish the United Front. 
The bitterest foe could not devise a more unsound 
. position than the one in which the leaders of the party 
place themselves. That is the surest way to ruin. 

The leadership of the German Communist Party 
stresses its ultimatism all the more sharply by the 
casuistical circumlocution in its proclamations, "We 
make no demands that you accept our Communist view 
beforehand." This rings like an apology for policies 
for which there is no apology. When the party pro- 
claims its refusal to enfer into any kind of negotiations 
with other organizations but offers to take in under 
the party leadership those social democratic workers 
who want to break with their organizations without 
their being obliged to call themselves Communists, 
then the party is using the language of pure ultima- 
tism. The reservation as regards "our Communist 
views" is absolutely ludicrous: the worker who is at 
this very moment ready to break with his party and 
to participate in the struggle under Communist lead- 
ership, would not be deterred by the fact that he must 
call himself a Communist. Jugglery with labels and 
subtleties of diplomacy are foreign to the workers. 
He takes politics and organizations as they are. He 
remains with the social democracy as long, as he does 
not trust Communist leadership. We can ■ say with 
assurance that the majority of social democratic 
workers remain in their party to this day not because 
they trust the reformist leadership but because they 
do not as yet trust that of the Communists. But they 
do want to fight against Fascism even now. Were 
they shown the first step to take in a concurrent strug- 
gle, they would insist upon their organizations taking 
that step. If their organizations balked, they might 
reach the point of breaking with them, 

— L. TROTSKY. 
(To be Continued) 

(From What Next?— Vital Question* for the Ger- 
man Proletariat) 
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Shall Tom Mooney Stay in Jail? 



Governor Rolph of California has an- 
nounced his decision refusing to grant 
Tom Mooney's appeal for a pardon. This 
should neither prove startling, nor re- 
cord disappointed expectations on the 
part of revolutionists- But it should 
nerve to settle once and for all any il- 
lusions which liave existed in the minds 
of credulous workers. We can now once 
more affirm that for militant workers 
there is no redress in appeals to capital- 
ist justice. 

Undoubtedly many workers have held 
such illusions. Moreover they have Seen 
deliberately and deceptively nourished. 
Not so much for the purpose of main- 
taining expectations, but rather to pre- 
vent and to disorganize any serious ef- 
forts to actually sot in to motion tlie 
only real means at the disposal of the 
working class to force the jail doors 
opcn — its own mass pressure. The facts 
of this contention have been clearly es- 
tablished. We do not address it as a 
charge to the steeped in corruption and 
perfidy officials, of the A. F. of L. No, 
their crime was infinitely worse. Their 
special representations, particularly those 
in the state o£ California, have already 
been exposed as the actual connivers in 
the frame-up game. But there were spe- 
cial capitalist agents selected to nourish 

the illusions. 

Tom Mooney, when informed of the de- 
cision, said: "'It is a class decision with 
a class motive, and along these lines it 
shall be fought out in the future." These 
are serious words coming from the lips 
of a sterling tighter, in reality that has 
been the only way ever to fight it out. 
But toe American workers did not yet 
fully see that, and were held back. 

The effective organ ization of that 
fight is now more than ever on the 
agenda. But it cannot fulfill its objec- 
tive without all workers being given the 
most ample opportunity of participation. 
To overlook that, or to put obstacles in 
toe way of its realization, condemn any 
efforts to isolation and impotence. Such 
could only directly and criminally play 
into the hands of the rapaeious jailors 
of Tom Mooney. It becomes, of course, 
a question of fighting back the capital- 
ist offensive all along the line. It em- 
braces the issue of release of all class 
war prisoners. 

That Tom Mooney particularly sym- 
bolizes the body and spirit of all these 
class war victims is so amply illustrated 
in his call Issued after receiving this re- 
cent decision. In part it says, "I am 
ready and willing today as always to 
give my life to the cause of toe toilers 
of the world regardless of race, creed, 
color or nationality. This decision in 
the face of world-wide protest against 
my brutal frame-up, is an Insolent and 
sinister challenge hurled by a doomed 
capitalist system into toe teeth of the 
entire working class. 

"I call upon the united militant and 
revolutionary working class of the en- 
tire world to accept this challenge. They 
must close ranks and raise louder than 
ever the demand that the plunderbund 
Of California let go their victim. 

"They must fight not only for my free- 
dom, but for the abolition of the capital- 
ist system." 

But to discharge our duty to this call 



as revolutionists should do we must 
again remind of the previous call sent 
from St. Quentin prison, in which Tom 
Mooney, In full realization of the enor- 
mous task ahead, demanded that a genu- 
ine united front movement be organized 
to force this plunderbund to let go of 
their victims. In such lies also the 
guarantee for more effective steps to- 
ward the abolition of the capitalist sys- 
tem. 

Tom Mooney's call was then and Is 
now primarily addressed to the revolu- 
tionary workers to the Communists, for 
them to take the initiative. There is no 
other force in the movement fully con- 
scious of the goal and wit sufficient vit- 
ality to take the initiative. It is high 
time that the official party leadership 
realizes that this it must undertake. 
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Demonstrate on May Day ! 



The State and the Trade Unions in Canada 



SERIES ON DIALECTICAL 
MATERIALISM 

On May 13 at the Labor Temple com- 
rade Swabeck will give the first of a 
series of four popular lectures for work- 
ers on Dialectical Materialism. The 
four lectures will be delivered on four 
successive Friday nights. The admission 
price will be 15c per lecture. Comrade 
Swabeck will -undertake an exposition of 
|the subject from its many aspects. 

May 13 — The Historical Struggle be- 
tween Materialism and Idealism. 

May 20— Dialectical Materialism Ap- 
plied to Nature. 

p,l ay 27— The Materialist Conception of 
History. 

June 3— Dialectical Materialism Ap- 
plied to Society. _^ == 



TORONTO, ONT. 

In his final address to the jury at the 
historical trial that outlawed the Com- 
munist Party in Ontario, the Crown 
Prosecutor declared that "the trade un- 
ions were not being attacked . . . every 
institution throughout the country pro- 
tected the trade union movement" (Mail 
and Empire, Nov. 13, 1931). It is the 
purpose of this article to show that on 
the contrary, the legal status of the 
Canadian' trade union movement, pre- 
carious enougb before the repression of 
the Communist party, is more completely 
at the mercy of the capitalist state loan 
ever. For the trade "unions (we do not 
mean the officialdom) to accept the suave 
assurances of the Crown at their face 
value would lull them into a state of 
false security. 

I. 

Hostility to freedom of association in 
general is an early juridical phase of the 
capitalist reconstruction of society. The 
the last decades of the eighteenth century 
industrial and agrarian revolutions 
released business enterprise from the 
fetters of feudalism and mercantilism 
in favor of freedom of competition and 
contract. The French Declaration of 
Bights and the American Declaration of 
Independence breathe the same spirit of 
optimistic (and "rugged") individualism 
as Adam Smith's '^Wealth of Nations 
The democratic state Is conceived as a 
mass of free citizens, each of whom is 
an ultimate source of sovereign author- 
ity, which would be impeded by "arti- 
ficial" groups. The end of law was to 
secure the absolute and universal natural 
rights of individuals, a conception very 
congenial to the English courts where 
for a century and a Half the doctrine 
of laissez-faire mastered \ n the guise 
of "public policy". 

In the eyes of the law, the wage-labor- 
er was on a footing of formal equality 
with all other citizens. But whatever 
the philosophical speculation of Rous- 
seau, the device of universal suffrage 
merely ignores economic classes; it does 
not destroy them. Sovereignty in real- 
ity passed from the landed interest to the 
money power. The "new freedom" 
brought glittering prizes to the capital- 
ist entrepreneur: to the proletarian it 
brought the factory system, low wages, 
long hours, slams and unemployment. 
Divorced from the. ownership of the 
means of production, the wage-worker 
had only a Hobson's choice. From the 
very outset the employer was a combina- 
tion in himself. To speak of the free- 
dom of the labor contract under these 
circumstances was a mockery. In the 
later stage of capitalist consolidation 
and monopoly, (he unorganized worker 
is more than ever a helpless figure in 
his own fate. v 

Trade unionism was the organized re- 
fusal of the workers to submit passively 
to the rigors of the sacred "wage fund" 
and the "inexorable laws of supply and 
demand." The trade unions, in Marx's 
phrase, were centers of resistance to the 
encroach ments of capital. Neither the 



value of the workers' commodity labor 
power, nor his standard of living, in 
general are fixed automatically 1»ut by 
way of struggle.. The first attempts, 
however, to combine in trade unions 
encounters the savage repression by the 
State. A series of combination acts in 
Great Britain declare a trade union an 
unlawful society and the strike a crime 
The penal codes of other countries like- 
wise deem "collective bargaining incon- 
sistent with "liberty". Nevertheless, the 
workers organize secretly and strikes 
break out despite long terms of impris 
onment for the leaders. 

Against the right to combine, the capi- 
talist courts invoked two doctrines (a) 
the doctrine of conspiracy and (b) the 
common-law rule holding as unlawful all 
combinations in restraint of trade. Ori- 
ginally limited to specific offences, the. 
judges, when faced with the problem of 
association, extended the conspiracy 
doctrine to combinations of workers. 
Conspiracy was the agreement "to com- 
mit any unlawful act or any lawful act 
by unlawful means." The attempt of 
"Old Toryism" to enforce customary 
wage rates fixed by Justice of the Peace, 
'long alter the craft guilds had lost their 
power, was doomed. The Combination 
Laws, passed in additional fear of the 
French Revolution were repealed in 
1824-25. The judges, however, gave 
form to the doctrine that a conspiracy 
in restraint of trade is indictable inde- 
pendently of statute. 

The growing resistance of the work- 
ers and the strength of their political 
agnation, combining with the circum- 
stances of an expanding capitalism, re- 
ulted, though with considerable , nineven- 



To the Headers of "The Militant 



j j 



To Our Readers and Supporters: 

Gratifying results have been obtained 
In oar subscription drive. It gives us an 
excellent basis for a yet more effective 
wind-up during the coming month. May 
1 to June 1. Its goal is $1,000. It 
should be translated in to reading. More 
power to the Left Opposition press. 

This proposal we address not only to 
our members but to our supporters and 
readers as well. In the subscription drive 
a couple of our branches have partici- 
pated excellently and set a splendid ex- 
ample. Some of our readers have done 
their bit. But our aim is to extended it 
during the final month to include the ac- 
tivities of all. 

One month of efforts to build the Left 
Opposition press. This is a modest re- 



the Left Opposition it can be attained. 
It is «rgently needed. Will you readers 
put your shoulders to the wheel with 
us? 

ThU month's campaign includes our 
press as a whole. The funds received 
will be divided on a proportionate basis 
between The Militant, Unser Kamf, 
Young Spartacus and Communistes. It 
does not matter whether your help he 
an outright contribution or a subscrip- 
tion for a friend or comrade. Many of 
you comrades, who read this notice, are 
not in a position to participate jointly 
with our membership in the campaign. 
It is to you particularly that we address 
this request: Will you lend us your as- 
sistance' during this month as generous- 
ly as you have in the past? Will you 



quest. We have published our proposal; make a serious effort to send a con 
as to how we aim to attain it. Wa wantj trlbution, either as an outright donation 
to extend the circulation of our various or a subscription, direct to our office. 
papers and secure their financial founda-. Thanking you in advance, we remain: 
U<m With the help of all supporters of| —THE Mn.UTANT. 



ne sin a stage of concessions^The Trade 
Union Acts of 1871 and 1906 gave he 
unions in Great Britain particularly ^Im- 
munity from liability under the doctrine 
of conspiracy in both its criminal and 
civil aspects. That was a period when 
"democratic" reformism appeared to have 
achieved great triumphs. Combination 
was no longer unlawful. The right to 
Strike and to picket were freed from 
the fear of the injunction (we are not 
here speaking of the United States). 
Domestic and inter-unlon affairs were 
more or less safe-guarded from the juris- 
diction of the courts. Their funds were 
protected against embezzlement. 

But a reactionary counter- current was 
at work even then. Already in 1902 the 
impeccably Fabian Webbs had to record 
in their "Industrial Democracy" that 
"the public opinion of the propertied 
and professional classes is in fact even 
more hostile to trade unionism than it 
was a generation ago . . . Under this ad- 
verse bias the courts of law have for 
the last ten years been gradually limit- 
ing what were supposed to be the legal 
rights of trade unions." At the present 
day, the capitalist class is once again 
engaged in sharp restriction of trade 
■union activities. The Emergency Powers 
Act and Trade Union Act of 1927 are 
scarcely to be regarded as landmarks 
of greater class harmony in England, 
which experienced the great General 
Strike. 

In the United States, Canada, and 
Australia, in addition to the former 
merely permissive, there is now coercive 
legislation regarding strikes and lock- 
outs. Australia and New Zealand, the 
stamping fields of "Labor Governments", 
have made compulsory both arbitration 
through administrative tribunals and 
compliance with the award. Statutes 
forbid the boycott,, peaceful picketing 
and ;even the simple strike. Use of the 
injunction to enforce compliance with 
these prohibitions is sanctioned and vio- 
lation of the statutes made punishable by 
criminal proceedings. The high-water 
mark of the capitalist control, or rather 
dissolution, of the trade unions was 
reached by the Fascist government in 
Italy which declared its policy to be the 
break with laissez-faire liberalism and 
the socialism of class- welfare". The in- 
dependent unions have been outlawed. 
Strikes are repressed like sedition. The 
Fascist "unions" are incorporated in the 
state-machine, under the supervision of 
a "Minister of Corporations." 

(Continued In next Issue) 

—MAURICE SPECTOR 



The forty-fourth International Labor 
Day on May I, 1932 takes place at a 
time when the decline of the capitalist 
system is reaching new depths, when 
the most intense and most wide spread 
of its economic crises is approaching un- 
precedented aggravation. Factories, 
shops, magazines, ships are lying fallow ; 
trade is at its lowest ebb, the bourgeois 
factions are wrangling among themselves 
to unburden themselves of the load of 
taxation upon one another's and the 
working classes' shoulders ; more than 30 
million workers walk the pavements in 
search of jobs the world over ; those 
still at work suffer one wage reduction 
after another; poverty and wretchedness 
lurks in .every corner. 

The wise men of the bourgeoisie have 
seen all their Utopian schemes, all their 
plans, all their remedies blown up like 
toy balloons by the ravages of the econ- 
omic chaos. Only one country has 
thrown a ray- of light into the world 
darkened by the shadow of the capitalist 
system. That is Soviet Russia, the land 
of the proletarian dictatorship. 

The successes of sociaiist construction 
in workers' Russia have shown to the 
workers of the world the possibilities of 
socialism, their solution to the present 
anarchy. In spite of the mistakes of the 
Stalinist leadership, in spite of the back- 
wardness of the country, the example 
of socialist planning and control in Rus- 
sia has shown to the workers of the 
world how to avoid unemployment, how 
to build up and maintain industry for 
the benefit of those who run it, for those 
who toil. 

International Labor Day 1932 reveals 
the irreconcilable contradiction between 
the socialist system and the capitalist 
system. In their agony, the defenders 
of the capitalist system are trying to 
save themselves by plotting the destruc- 
tion. of the Soviet Union and the utter 
subjugation of the workers the world 
over with it. The Soviet Union is faced 
with the threat of an attack from Jap- 
anese imperialism in the Far East and 
from the rapidly growing Fascist reac- 
tion in Germany. A tremendous and 
immediate danger is hanging over the 
head of the Soviet Union and the work- 
ing class : the menace of Hitlerism which 
is out to crush the strongest ally of the 
U. S. S. R— the powerful German pro- 
letariat. 

The First of May, International Labor 
Day originated as a holiday of the Am- 
erican workers, it grew out of the 
struggle for the eight hour day in the 
eighties of the last cenbury. The Inter- 
national working class made the holiday 
of the American proletaria* its own holi- 
day, a day of international working class 
solidarity. On the First of May, this 



year, the American working class is 
called upon to rally to the side of Its 
German brothers, to the defense of its 
victorious Russian- brothers, to the sup- 
port of the workers' fatherland, the U. 
S. S. R. Today, more than ever, the 
solidarity of he international proletariat 
is an urgent need. 

The party of the working class, the 
Communist Party of the U. S. A. Is hold- 
ing demonstrations in all parts of the 
country to celebrate the First of May. 
Every class conscious worker, every 
member of the revolutionary working 
class of America will demonstrate on 
May 1 under the banner of the Commun- 
ist party. The American workers must 
gather on this day to voice their unflinch- 
ing support of the Soviet Union against 



all -Its imperialist aggressors, to show 
their inseparable community of interests 
with the workers of Germany in the face 
of battle. 

Make the May Day demonstrations 
lighting demonstrations by manifesting 
your undying hatred of American imper- 
ialism — your enemy, the enemy of the 
U. S. S. R. and of all workers. Make 
the First of May* a day of struggle 
against the capitalist system, against un- 
employment and for unemployment relief 
at the expense of the bosses. Against 
wage cuts, speed up and long hours and 
for the maintenance of the wage scales, 
for better conditions in the shops, for 
the Six Hour Day without reduction in 
pay. Make the First of May a banner 
day of working class struggle against 
capitalism ! 



After the Recent Elections in Prussia 



MILITANT AFFAIR 

An intensive campaign fs being con- 
ducted at present throughout the coun- 
try to put our press on a sounder finan- 
cial basis and increase our circle of 
readers. In connection with this drive 
the New York Branch of the League is 
holding an affair at its headquarters, 84 
East 10th St., on Saturday, April 30th 
at 8 P. M. The proceeds of the affair 
will be turned over to Press Fund. 

From present indications the affair 
will be a success. Tickets are selling 
well. An entertaining program has been 
arranged, including a singer, recitations 



The Prussian elections of April 24 
made the National Socialist Party of 
Adolf Hitler the strongest party in that 
German province, which by virtue of the 
fact that it contains nearly two-thirds 
♦f the entire population of Germany and 
holds within its. boundaries the most im- 
portant industries in the country, repre- 
sents the key position to the Reich as 
a whole. 

The Fascist victory signifies not only 
an advance over the last Landtag elec- 
tions (thefr success there has been pro- 
perly described as phenomenal— -a rise 
from 9 seats to 159, but also a high 
point in their steady increase of strength 
as a whole. In the run-off elections for 
the presidency on April 10, they received 
some 32 per cent of the total vote. Last 
Sunday they received 35 per cent of all 
votes cast. 

The Hitler forces are flushed with 
victory. It -is Inconceivjable that they 
should not exploit the moral strength of 
their success for decisive actions. While 
keeping up the mockery of legalism, Hit- 
ler is already warning the government 
itself against . . . illegal actions. How 
Hitler will proceed with the seizure of 
power, whether he will be able to es- 
tablish a eoalition with the Catholic 
center party or whether he will resort 
to a coup d'Btat is inconsequential. He 
is determined upon drastic measures. 
He Is on the threshold of fulfilling the 
task assigned to him by the needs of 
the German bourgeoisie— that of throt- 
tling the working class of Germany. 
Wherein Lios the Responsibility 
of the Social Democrats? 

In its editorial on Tuesday, April 26, 
1932, the Daily Worker poses the ques- 
tion as to who is responsible for the men- 
acing advance of Fascism. It comes t« 
the conclusion that the social democracy 
with its theory of the "lesser evil", with 
Its support of the notorious emergency 
decrees of the Bruening government, 
with its deceit and systematic misguid- 
ance of the workers, has paved the way 
for Hitlerism. Is this true? Unquestion- 
ably true. No one who claims to be a 
revolutionist can deny it. But can any- 
thing else be expected from the trait- 
ors -of August i, 1914, from the hench- 
men of Noske and Scheidemann? Hasn't 
it been an A B fact for Communists 
that the social democrats can play no 
other role than that of selling out the 
working class? And isn't it precisely 
the duty of the Communists to break 
through the deception and the betrayal 



e.tc. Admission is by ticket and is only 

25e. The unique feature of the affair Is viiiuuou r . 

that everyone who pays for a ticket is c ' £ " the 'social demcicracy in order to rally 
entitled to an eight Issue sub to The ' 
Militant for himself or a friend. Come 
and help us to enjoy ourselves. 



THE STALINIST-LOVESTONE UNIT*" 

NEGOTIATIONS! 

N E XT WEEK 

The outstanding and most significant i ter of fac. 
new development in the internal struggle 
of the American Communist movement is ward" 
represented by the unity negotiations ialist, 
between the Stalinist Party officials and 
Lovestone, the leader of the expelled 
Right wing. 



the working class against Fascism, 
against the class enemy? 

The Stalinist scriveners of the Daily 
Worker blame the social democrats for 
Hitler's forward march. We consider 
the treacherous preparatory work of the 
party of Wels and Breltscheid as a mat- 



. a new argument Is brought for- 

writes the Daily Worker editor- 

■the argument that the Com 



munists are responsible because we do 
not form a united front with the social 
In next week's Militant we ' democrats. This new position is also 
will publish a report of these negotiations ; supported by the . . . T/otsky-Cannon 
with an analysis and comment by James i renegade 3 ." And he 
J. Cannon. l <*** Norman Thomas 



goes on to show 
also uses this 



Marine Workers Sentenced to Jail 

The three militant marine workers, chip in and to work energetically so that 
involved in the "bomb plot" frame-up In (our class war prisoners may be snatch. 



New York harbor have been sentenced 
by the capitalist court to long sentences 
in Sing Sing. Soderberg received from 
12 to 25 years and Bunker and Trajer 
from 5 to 25 years each. The first two 
are to be deported when they have served 
their terms. The prisoners were denied 
the right to reply to the sentences. 

The dastardly frame-up of the harbor 
bosses has received legal sanction from 
the capitalist government. The class 
conscious workers of the country must 
be aroused against this new outrage of 
capitalist class justice. Wis must not 
allow the class enemy to throw these 
three militant union men into his dun- 
geons. That means their destruction. 
It is the duty of every revolutionist to 



ed away from the claws of the bosses. 
Their conviction is our conviction. When 
they are indicted, the efforts of all un- 
ion men to struggle for the betterment of 
their conditions are indicted with them. 
The enemy's frame up must not be per- 
mitted to work. 

The last meeting of the Marine Work- 
ers' Defense Committee, the only organ- 
ized movement to back the sentenced 
.marine workers, decided to appeal the 
verdict. It calls upon all workers and 
upon all labor organizations to rush 
funds immediately to its headquarters 
at 82 East 10th Street, New York City. 
Money is urgently needed to go through 
with the appeal. Do your Share. The 
fate of three class fighters, the right of 
union men to oreantee depends on it. 



"new" argument. But he omits one lit- 
tle thing: That we start out on the pre- 
mise that the social democrats are estab- 
lished betrayers of the working class, on 
the premise that it is necessary to wrest 
the millions of workers still under their 
influence away from them — which can 
only be done by means of a uuited front 
struggle in which the workers themselves 
can judge — whereas Norman ThomaB and 
the other social democratic lackeys mere- 
ly utilize the mistakes of the party lead- 
ership to achieve the function assigned 
to them : namely, to lead the workers to 
the slaughter under the sign of the "less- 
er evil". That the social democrats will 
try to exploit the shortcomings and er- 
rors of their Communist opponents i$ 
only natural. But how does this fact 
In any way excuse these errors and 
shortcomings? That is something that 
yet remains to he explained by the Daily 
Worker. 

The proletarian Communists in the 
ranks of the International will not much 
longer allow themselves to be confused 
by the demagogic comparisons the Stal- 
inist leadership makes between the so- 
cial democrats and the Left Opposition- 
ists. They will call the slanderers to 
order, they will demand a political ans- 
wer from them. The events themselves 
are. opening up the eyes of the workers. 

They wont to know, why— with all the 
undeniably favorable objective condi- 
tions for revolutionary progress-, with 
all the betrayals of the social democrats 
— their party, the Communist party has 
not been able to rally the masses for 
decisive and determined action. They 
cannot be led around much longer by 
their noses. The enemy is at the gates. 

But what Is important now, is not the 
question whom to blame. The fight has 
not been lost yet. The thing to do now 
Is to exert every force to make up for 
lost time. This requires a thorough 
reexamination of the policies of the 
German and the International leader- 
ships. This needs an evaluation of the 
theory that the Fascists in . power will 
rapidly disintegrate. The practical 
fruits of this theory (which Is nothing 
less than the Stalinist! version of the 
"lesser evil") are already altogethe* 
too abundant and there is a lesson for 
the Communists to learn from them, 
from the "red" referendum last year in 
Prussia and this year in Saxony. The 
headless competition of the Thaelmann 
leadership with the nationalist slogans 
and demagogy of the Fascists must be 
scrapped. Only in this manner can the 
road be cleared for an eEfrnest approach 
to the rest of the working class, to the 
social democratic rank and file. Instead 
of the empty epithet "social Fascist" 
the tactic of the united front must be 
applied to drive the reformist fakers to 
self-exposure. This is the road the Com- 
munists In Germany must adopt if they 
are to lead the masses successfully 
against the impending Fascist onslaught. 
What Does the Left Opposition Propose? 

As a first step in this direction, the 
Left Opposition of the C. P. G. proposes 
the convocation of an extra -ordinary 
part congress to review all these ques- 
tions. It demands that these questions be 
discussed on the basis of party dem- 
ocracy, that the worker Communists be 
allowed to voice their opinions. The harm 
already done can thus be dispelled rapid- 
ly and conclusively. 

The capitalist press reports a semi- 
turn in the German party already. Ac- 
cording to a dispatch in the New York 
Herald-Tribune of April 27, the .Commun- 
ists have deeided to fight to the end 
against any form of Nazi government In 
Prussia. Furthermore, the dispatch says, 
the -Communists have changed their view 
that the party leadership no longer re- 
gards the social democrats the chief 
enemy as before, but the Fascists. Uni- 
ted action of the Red workers with the 
trade unions is foretold. There are 
Indications of a change also in the edit- 
orial in the Daily Worker quoted above. 
It is significant that the social democrats 
are not once referred to as "social Fase- 
fsts". If this information proves to be 
correct a good part of the urgent pro- 
posals of the Left Opposition have al- 
ready broken ground for themselves. 

—a. a. 



PAGE 2 



THE MILITANT 



SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 1932 



v?a 



LETTERS FROM THE MILITANTS 



I...WM..UM1W 



Jffl 



Once More on the Bronx 
Cooperatives 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

The conflict which has arisen between 
the members of the Food Workers In- 
dustrial Union and the C- P. bureaucracy 
(See The Militant, April 16, 1932) is con- 
stancy becomting sharper and has 
aroused wide spread, interest among 
Communist and Left wing workers ail 
over town. 

As The Militant reported two weeks 
ago, the clash resulted from the expres- 
sed intentions of the management of the 
Consumers Cooperatives in the Bronx — 
which stands under the control of the 
party leadership— to reorganize that en- 
terprise at the general expense of the 
food workers employed there. So far, 
a 10 per out wage cut has already been 
put through, the working day has been 
increased by one hour and a tax of 10 
per cent for the benefit of the T. II. U. C. 
(the Left wing union center) has been 
imposed upon the Cooperative employees, 
Not content with all these measures, the 
bureaucracy has seen fit to engage non- 
union men in place of the old help. This 
aroused the F. W. .1. U. members to the 
point of exasperation. 

The workers of the Con-Coops brought 
to the attention of the management the 
fact that a non-member of the Union was 
working there and requested that he be 
replaced with a Union man. The man- 
ager, an ex-drug store boss from "Wash- 
ington, D. C, refused their request. They 
were therefore compelled to lodge a pro- 
test with the Union. 

Tribesh, one of the organizers of the 
F. W. I. U. was sent to the Con-Coops 
to Investigate the complaint He inform- 
ed the management that the Con-Coops 
were Union shops and that only mem- 
bers of the F. W. I. U. could work there. 
He demanded that the non-member be 
removed and that he be substituted with 
one of the many unemployed workers 
from the Union. 

The manager refused to comply with 
the demand, and a temporary stoppage 
was the result. This stirred the anger 
of the Con-Coops and Union workers. 
The situation became so heated that a 
meeting of the District Control Commis- 
sion of the Communist Party had to be 
called. After a long and weary session, 
;he following amazing decisions were 
rendered : 

1. To condemn the action of the Un- 
ion organizer. 

2. To mildly criticize the management 
of the Con-Coops. 

It Is only natural that the workers 
have been made furious by these deci- 
sions. If'is hard for them to swallow 
the fact that the unheard of actions of 
the management have the tacit approval 
of the party buraucrats. The suspic- 
ions of the rank and file with regard to 
the bureaucracy have been heightened to 
an unprecedented degree. And there is 
good cause for their suspicions. A few 
of the following incidents, known to all 
of the Left wing food workers will 
show why. 

In the fall of 1930, there was a con- 
ference of the camp workers of all the 
party summer camps. The conference 
was shocked and outraged by the demand 
of one, Doroshkia, manager of Camp 
Kinderland, to reduce the wages of the 
»mp employees. The protest of those 
present was so unanimous that the party 
representative to the conference was 
forced to repudiate Doroshkin and to 
make an official statement that the lattar 
would not be returned to his post the 
following summer. But last year this 
same Doroshkin was right back in his 
old place and even much more of a slave 
driver than before. . . . 

As was reported by Tile Militant on 
August 1, 1981, a certain Newman, man- 
ager of tie camp Wocolona, threatened 
to call the state troopers to oust a 
worker from the camp who had resisted 
against his J arbitrary (dismissal. The 
party Central Control Commission, acting 
under the pressure of the workers fol- 
lowing this outrage, decided very dip- 
lomatically to keep Newman from occupy- 
ing any paid post for six months. The 
six months will be pup in July. The 
workers are wondering: Will Newman, 
like Doroshkin, be returned to his post 
once more? 

While Newman gets this mild rebuff, 
the worker who resisted his bureaucratic 
methods, a militant worker arrested at 
the \tlme of the needle trades strike last 
year, was faced with a very mysterious 
withdrawal of his bail and Anally, with 
deportation by the government author- 
ities. 

The case of the worker. Napoleon, 
whose exceptionally militant ercord 'is 
well known among the party members, 
and who^e heroism was even made the 
subject of poems that appeared in the 
Dally Worker, similarly arouses suspic- 
ion. Napoleon was expelled from the 
Food Workers Industrial Union as a 
counter-revolutionary because he dared 
criticize the leadership. He happened 
to fie out on bail for union activities in 
the strike at the Zelgreen cafeterias at 
the time. He was never notified by tie 
bureaucrats when to appear in court. 
His bail was forfeited and he haa been 
left to rot in jail. 

The food workers are restless. They 
have been called counter revolutionaries 
and worse by the bureauerat Zack for 
daring to take a stand against the spuri- 
ous' "reorganization" of the Con-Coops. 
Are they too- to be left at the mercy of 
the class enemy because they are cour- 
ageous enough to criticize the headmen? 

The incidents above and the latest oc- 
curences at the Con-Coops are not ac- 
cidental. Hundreds of Left wing work- 
ers have already reacted to the arbitrary 



and headless' antics of the party bur- 
eaucracy with their feet. They have 
gone over to the A. F. of L. union. The 
devoted and sincere party members are 
alarmed. They" will not allow the bur- 
eaucrats 'to wreck the work for which 
they have offered so many sacrifices in 
the union and on the picket line. They 
know the danger involved in tampering 
with the rights of the Union member- 
ship. They realize that workers Join the 
union not as full Hedged Communists, 
but to better their conditions. They 
know that it takes time and patience and 
self-sacrifice to develop the union work- 
era into hardened' class fighters. The 
party workers will not stand by and see 
the bureaucrats drive'the union workers 
away from the movement. They know 
what is at stake. 

The Left Opposition has been warn- 
ing the party workers against the bur- 
eaucracy ever since its existence. It Is 
a pioneer in the fight. The party work- 
ers who have come to realize the bale- 
fulness of the bureaucratic methods of 
the party leadership must search deeper 
for the causes behind them. Whatever 
Is wrong' with the leadership in the Co- 
operatives is also wrong with the lead- 
ership on a national and more than that, 
on an international scale. The roots of 
the bureaucracy lie in the whole system 
of Stalinism which has been leading the 
Comintern as a whole to a steady de- 
cline, to disintegration and impotence, 
ever since the death of Lenin. The work- 
ers who really want to fight bureaucracy, 
will have to tight against the whole rot- 
ten Stalinist system. The time is not 
distant when the best elements of the 
party membership will realize this and 
struggle side by side with the Left Op- 
position for the regeneration of the 
party and the Communist International 
along the Leninist line, along the line 
of revolutionary victory. 

—FOOD WORKER. 

From an Illinois Miner 

Dear Comrades : 

It has been some time since I wrote 
to you relative to the situation In south- 
ern Illinois. Well, the situation is plenty 
hot down here now. 

The strike is effective in every degree 
throughout the whole state. The District 
Organization is pursuing once more the 
wrong policy of separate agreements. 
This has caused a stir among the miners 
from the large mines, especially here in 
Franklin County. In several local un- 
ions we have pushed resolutions demand- 
ing that the officials recall those separ- 
ate contracts. 

The negotiations between the bosses 
and the miners are at a deadlock. The 
operators moved to adjourn sine die. 
The perspective Is that a plenty hot 
struggle will develop. The District Of- 
ficials are making every maneuver to get 
the miners to accept a wage eut. How- 
ever, they have not openly committed 
themselves to this proposition. "Com- 
petition, stabilization, freight rates," are 
the substitutes for an energetic program 
of struggle. . That the District Officials 
are not as brazen as before is simply due 
to the fact that progressive forces .within 
the miners are fast developing and have 
attained a powerful following. On the 
other hand Lewis has declared himself 
to be after Wilker's scalp to the end. 
This causes the district to cater to the 
progressive elements. 

April 1st we held a huge mass meet- 
ing at the West Frankfort Ball Park 
with several thousand miners present. 
■We cooperated with the Communist party 
to the extent of using this 8 hour day 
celebration as a protest meeting against 
Criminal Syndicalism. Our active young 
mititant, Gerry Allard, spoke and acted 
as secretary of all arrangements. This 
seemed to be much to the disappointment 
of the Stalinites. A resolution was un- 
animously adopted calling upon the min- 
ers to mobilize their forces in defense of 
the seven workers. It was also decided 
to call upon all local unions to send dele- 
gations to the State's Attorney demand- 
ing the release of the victims. The pro- 
gram consisted of 8 prominent progres- 
sive mine leaders. In spite of the fact 
that the Party opposed Edmundson lie 
spoke at the meeting. William Browder 
was squeezed in the program as present- 
ing the I. L. D. This is the first time 
that the Party representatives have been 
able to speak publicly since the raids. 

We have a powerful unemployed move- 
ment started here in southern Illinois, 
which the Party attacked. We have 
branches in West Frankfort, Herrin, 
Coello. Benton, Christopher, Marion, 
Jdhnston City .and Logan. Allard Is 
serving in the capacity of general organ- 
izer of the movement and Secretary of 
the West Frankfort Unemployed Branch 
with seven hundred members. It is 
really valuable experience that we all 
have gained in this work. The organiza- 
tion is reaching greater powers every 
day and beginning to develop along mili- 
tant lines in spite of the weak beginning 
it had due to the lack that time of real 
leadership, also being infested with re- 
ligious cults of every description. Or- 
ganizing ■unemployed is like organizing 
Negroes, the religious angle always 
breaks loose. Thus far we have exer- 
cized the greatest possible degree of 
democracy, but by degrees we are placing 
a check on it. 

Over 4,000 members have joined our 
movement in 2 months period. Starting 
out with five men the organization is ma- 
turing to a point where it will be a 
fighting", achieving organization. It is 
comical to see all the crafts of the A. 
F. of L. come to the support of the move- 
ment after It atraets thousands of peo- 
ple. AH the U. M. W. A. locals in the 
country have endorsed it, several churcli- 
eS( «,„ o..h.ni»i-.t»i. -i . n.t, ^ one 



The First Week of the Press Drive 



We are off on the first week of our 
drive to BUILD THE OPPOSITION 
PRESS. This is a week to be devoted 
to the distribution of recent back issues 
of our papers. Back numbers have been 
mailed and are already in the hands of 
the comrades. The thing to do now is 
to distribute them and follow up these 
■distributions with sales of current Is- 
sues and our literature. An encouraging 
response to our appeal for our sympath- 
izers to help us in this drive came in 
from South Bend, Indiana. The back 
numbers asked for were in the mail 
three hours after receipt of request for 
them. Comrade should remember that 
all returns must be in the mail (air 
mail) not later than Monday noon fol- 
lowing the close of the week. 

Upon consideration we found it ad- 
visable to revise some of the quotas. As 
they stand now they include a larger 
number of cities and are closer to what 
can actually be realized. They are: 
New York— $325; Minneapolis — $200; 
Chicago— ?100; Toronto— $70; Philadel- 
phia— $40; Cleveland — $40; Boston— $40; 
Newark— $35; Kansas City— $30; St. 
Louis — $25; Los Angeles— $20; Youngs- 
town— $10; New Haven — $10; Montreal 
—$10; Duluth— $10; Springfield, 111.— 
$10; iW. Frankfort, 111.— 410; Pittsburgh 
—$10; Trenton— $5. Which city will be 
the first to reach its quota? 

Judging from the returns to date and 
especially from last week'3 showing Min- 
neapolis is a two to one shot. But the 
final word has not been said and any 
one of our branches whie'h has been sav- 
ing its wind for the drive down the home 
stretch may step out to the front of the 
race. For last week Minneapolis re- 
ported 16 subs, New York, 5; Youngs- 
town, 4; Chicago, 1; and 1 is credited 
to miscellaneous. This brings the total 
for the drive to 12T. The standing of 
the branches is as follows: 

Minneapolis 49 

New York 38 

Chicago 9 

Boston 4 

Youngstown 4 

St. Louis 1 

Newark 1 

Philadelphia 1 

Montreal 1 



chapter of the American Legion, all with- 
out solicitation. 

The meetings of the unemployed down 
here pack every hall we meet in. Relief 
has been rushed. This has developed 
the enthusiasm of the masses to a point 
where they suddenly realize what an 
ounce of organization can do. Rough 
roads lay ahead of them and in the 
Dumpings that they will get scores of 
good fighters for the revolutionary 
movement will develop. Young workers, 
wio formerly were attracted to a distant 
Metropolis in search of employment, no 
longer can be swayed by a general ex- 
odus. They are staying here now and 
fighting is going to be on the order of 
the day. 

Tomorrow is a big day for the miners 
of Franklin County. A huge county de- 
monstration is planned by the minora. 
Every local union has called a special 
meeting and made plans for the parade 
and demonstration. We anticipate, con- 
servatively, 5,000 miners. The advertis- 
ing leaflet calls for a fight on Boss Seab- 
bery. This is the latest maneuver of 
the bosses to wedge in for open shop. 
500 of ais marched at the Big Mine out 
near the edge of tie town and pulled the 
bosses out of the mine. After wo did 
this we threatened to put out all main- 
tenance men if the practice of using boss 
strike breakers was abused. Mainten- 
ance forces are the men who take care 
of the mines from flooding, squeev*s, 
falls, etc. The bosses attempted to use 
their stool pigeon crew of bosses instead 
of members of the United Mine Workers. 
This caused a commotion. As a result 
hell is going to pop out unless this de- 
mand of the miners is adhered to. The 
officials tell us, "Boys, we have no con- 
tract With the coal operators so what can 
we do about it?" Hot stuff! We have 
been busy thinking of slogans for ban- 
ners. Scores of banners will stream th 
whole country. 

The Party bureaucrats have been out 
maneuvered on every issue where they 
tried their Centrist policies, and where 
they attempted to discredit those who 
fought against bureaucracy. They have 
been forced to like it on several occas- 
slons. The artillery that they let loose 
against Allard for a while, has now 
stopped. It was doing them more harm 
than good and at the same time giving 
Allard publicity on matters that reacted 
very bad against them and Communism. 
Now they are attempting to use Party 
members of the rank and file t.o start 
in sniping away a him. But even this 
has failed simply because his position 
was unavailable. If any one is respon- 
sible for the uplifting of the terror 
against Communists in this country, Al- 
lard and a handful of militants are to 
be given the credit The Party came 
forward, on a May Day program and 
again we were instrumental in getting 
various local unions to endorse the de- 
monstration. It appears to me that the 
Party is orientating itself to progres- 
sive elements, some with shady records. 
I cannot -understand the sudden change 
of political lines. However, I am fully 
in accord with a united front of all 
miners. 

Your article on the Anthracite was 
very informative. I received a personal 
letter from a young miner from Shenan- 
doah, Pa. He reported along the lines 
that you had in your article. Our next 
big step among the progressives is to 
get our district forces c entralized and 
then develop national contact. 

Best Regards to all the Comrades, 
—AN ILLINOIS MINER. 



Miscellaneous 19 

Minneapolis is now far in the lead but 
New York regards this as a small item 
to be wiped out at its subscription drive 
affair to be held this Saturday. The 
idea of giving ticket holders an 8 issue 
sub to The Militant should draw a large 
attendance and shoot it back into the 
lead. Minneapolis— on your toes, the 
fight isn't over. The showing made last 
week by Youngstown is very encouraging. 
We still expect to hear from Cleveland, 
Kansas City, New Haven, Los Angeles, 
Pittsburg, Springfield and W. Frankfort, 
111., Toronto. We also expect to hear 
again from Philadelphia Boston, St. 
Louis, Newark, Montreal, Chicago, and 
Youngstown. 

MILITANT BUILDERS 

The staff of Militant builders is mov- 
ing upward. This is one of*the most en- 
couraging signs. It means that more 
and more comrades are being drawn into 
the drive. In our opinion we are ap- 
proaching the point at which the simple 
addition of numbers produces a quan- 
tity far in excess of their sum. Our 
barometer of progress is proving itself. 
The staff and its record follow: C. R. 
Hedlund— 9; C. Cowl— 5; V. R. Dunne— 



5; M. Dunne — 5; A. Kohikov- 



F. 



Barach — 4; L. Basky — 3; L. Roseland — 
3; C. Skoglund— 3; O. Coover— 3; C. 
Johnson — 2; J. Carr — 2; R. Sacharow— 
2; F. Cheloff— 2; G. Ray— 2; M. Glott- 
lleb— 1; M. Koehler— 1; W. Winne— 1; 
J. Carter— 1; R. Ruskin— 1; C. Forsen — 
1; H. Capelis— 1; S. Zulmanoff— 1; W. 
Hermann — 1 ; A. Swabeck — 1 ; A. Glotzer 
— 1 ; L. Logan— 1 ; Kaldis— 1 ; M. Ster- 
ling-—! ; W. Curran— 1. 

The staff looks very much like a roll 
caH- of the Minneapolis branch. The 
comrades In other branches should get 
busy and bolster up their end of the re- 
presentation. 

Comrade Coover reports the following 
from Minneapolis; No. 1 team scored 
nine points this week making their total 
as of April 21st— thirty-seven and a 
quarter (37 1A) points. No. 2 team 
scored sixteen (16) points making their 
total forty-three (43], The total score 
for the branch— eighty and a quarter 
(80 1-4) points." 

"We warned Chicago and New York 
they had better watch out and we meant 
it and offer the above as proof. 

"Several of the Minneapolis Militant 
Builders have not. been mentioned in the 
Militant jet. The complete list is as 
follows: M. Dunne — 6 points; V. Dunne 
—10; F. Barach— 8; S. Lesin — i 3-4; J. 
Ross — 4 1-2; C. Forsen— 1 1-2; C. John- 
son— 3 1-2; >W. Curran— 1-2; C. It. Hed- 
lund — 17 ; O. Coover— 5 ; L. Kosland — 
4 1-2; C. Skoglund — 4; S. Barach— 1; S. 
Kalmanoff— 2; C. Cowl— 8 1-2; M. Gott- 
lieb— 1-2. (A point is equivalent to one 
dollar). The above includes the subs 
for Unser Kamf, "Young Spartacus. 

"Comrade Hedlund In turning In $11 
for subs lie got from members of his 
union remarked: 'I didn't have much 
time or I would have got them all' ". 

Comrades everywhere — PLEASE COPY 



Lovestone and the «P$eudo- Revolutionists* 



BOOKS BY TROTSKY 

DRAFT PROGRAM OF THE 
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 

A Criticism of Fundamentals* 
(Out of Print in paper cover) 
Part 1 and 3 140 pages, 

cloth bound Sl-00 

STRATEGY OF THE WORLD 
REVOLUTION* 
Part 2 of the Draft Program 

8f> pages 25c 
THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION 
158 pages paper cover 50c 

cloth cover $1.00 
PROBLEMS OF THE DEVELOP- 
MENT OF THE V. S. S. R.* 
48 pages paper cover 15c 

THE FIVE YEAR PLAN* 
(out of print) 
THE SPANISH REVOLUTION* 

30 pages paper cover 10c 

THE SPANISH REVOLUTION IN 
_ DANGER* 

64 pages paper cover 15c 

COMMUNISM AND SYNDICAL- 
ISM* 

64 pages paper cover 15c 

THE TURN IN THE COMMUNIST 
INTERNATIONAL AND THE 
GERMAN SITUATION* 

(out of print) 10c 

WORLD UNEMPLOYMENT AND 
48 page- paper cover 10c 

GERMANY — THE KEY TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL SITUATION* 
—SHALL FASCISM REALLY 
BE VICTORIOUS?* 
48 pages paper cover 10c 

HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION— Vol. 1 
522 pages. Retail at $4 

By Special arrangements with the 
publishers of this book we can 
offer it to certificate holders at ?3 
THE REAL SITUATION IN 
RUSSIA* 

364 pages cloth cover $1.00 

SINCE LENIN DIED 

by Mai Eastman 
158 pages oaper cover 50c 

In Preparation 
PROBLEMS OF THE CHINESE 
REVOLUTION 

400 pages cloth cover $1.50 

paper cover 1.00 
WHAT NEXT?— VITAL QUES- 
TIONS FOR THE GERMAN 
PROLETARIAT 

200 pages paper cover 50c 

Bound Volume of all the pam- 
phlets indicated by * Only 100 
copies available. Cloth cover $2.00 
SPECIAL RATES IN BUNDLE 
ORDERS 
PIONEER PUBLISHERS 
84 East 10th Street, 
New York, N. Y. 



Our attack upon the proposal made In 
Izvestia by Karl Radek for a military 
alliance beweent the Soviet Union and 
the United States against Japan, has 
called forth at least one reply. If the 
diplomats and statesmen in the Stalinist 
camp who hastened to endorse Radek's 
idea promptly relapsed into silence and 
have since said nothing more on the 
matter, at least their Right wing broth- 
ers- under -the-skin have entered the field 
to break a lance for the embarrassed 
Stalinists. 

In the currest issue of the Workers Age 
(April 23, 1932), the leading editorial is 
devoted to a warm defense of Radek and 
an ''anonymous" assault .upon our posi- 
tion, with the argument that even though 
Radek is playing "bad politics based 
upon an unrealistic analysis" there is 
nothing at all the matter with the idea 
in principle, that it is quite in harmony 
with the teachings and practises of 
Leninism. The case is even helped along 
by the printing of a quotation from 
Lenin' which is supposed to put the im- 
print of Bolshevism on the idea of a mili- 
tary alliance and, by implication, upon 
the Lovestone ites. Aa for our arguments, 
they are summarily dismissed a» fol- 
lows: 

"That it is wrong in principle for the 
Soviet power to form temporary alli- 
ances, even military alliances, with cap- 
italist powers, only a muddled pseudo- 
revolutionary phrasemonger will main- 
tain. For we must remember that 'war 
is the continuation of politics by other 
means', and that 'polities is concentrated 
economics' ; any 'principle' that would 
forbid a military alliance must likewise, 
if logically extended, forbid a political 
treaty or a commercial agreement!" 
Utilizing Capitalist Antagonisms 

Ha,ve the Bolsheviks (or any other 
ruling revolutionary proletarian party) 
the right to utilize differences and anta- 
gonisms existing at a given moment In 
the camp of world imperialism? Abso- 
lutely, the right and the duty. So long 
as the proletariat in other countries has 
not yet come to the aid of an isolated 
workers' dictatorship, the latter must 
exploit the antagonisms in the camp of 
world imperialism In the interests of its 
own preservation. The note worth lest 
example of this is the action of the Bol- 
sheviks when the German imperialists 
marched against the Soviets following 
their failure to accept the terms of the 
Brest- Li to vsk treaty in February 1918, 
that is, while the Allied imperialists were 
still at war with Germany. Trotsky de- 
scribes the action as follows : 

"On the twenty-second of February, 
at the meeting of the Central Committee, 
1 reported that the French military mis- 
sion had conveyed the French and Eng- 
lish offers to help us In a war with Ger- 
many. I expressed myself as in favor 
of accepting the offer, on condition, of 
course, that we be completely independ- 
ent in matters of foreign policy. Bueh- 
arin insisted that it was Inadmissible for 
us to enter into any arrangements with 
the imperialists. Lenin came vigorously 
to my aid, and the Central Committee 
adopted my resolution by six vutes 
against five. As far as I can remember 
now, Lenin dictated the resolution in 
these words: That comrade Trotsky be 
authorized to accept the assistance of 
the brigands of French imperialism 
against the German brigands.' " 

This is the "agreement" (Lenin deli- 
berately uses Ironical quotation marks 
around the word) to which Lenin refers 
in his "Letter to the American Working 
Men". In reprinting excerpts from this 
letter, Lovestone, to justify his conten- 
tion, commits a little forgery which is 
quite characteristic of him and entitles 
the letter: "On 'Alliances' with fmperial- 



Oppositton Press in 
Czecho Slovakia 

Our Left Opposition in Czecho Slovakia 
is publishing two organs, a theoretical 
monthly, entitled MARXISTIKA REVUE 
and a weekly, entitled Delnicka Politika, 
Czecho Slovakia workers in America who 
may be interested in keeping in touch 
with our movement in their own country 
can obtain these papers by writing to : 
Marxistieka Revue, Fr. Kohut, Zizkov, 
Chavlickovo nam 4 ) , Prague, and to : 
Delnicka Politika, Havlickovo nam 4, 
Prague XI. 



ST. LOUIS, ATTENTION! 

OPEN FORUM 

on 

May 6th at 8 P. M. 

at the 

Crunden Branch Library Auditorium, 

14th and Cass Avenues 

Subject: 

Lynch Law, the Negro and the 

Scottsboro Boys 

Speaker: MARTIN PAYER 

ADMISSION FREE 



MINNEAPOLIS, ATTENTION I 

STUDY CLASS 

at the 

Minneapolis Spartaous You„h Clut 

"Elements of Marxism-Leninism" 

Every Friday Night 

LABOR LYCEUM 

Sixth Ave., N. at Irving 

Instructor: CARL COWL 



HAVE YOU BEAD TROTSKY'S 
PAMPHLET ON GERMANY? 

The face of the labor movement of 
the entire world, and of the Communist 
workers in particular, Is closely tied up 
with the fate of the German workers in 
their immediate political situation. To 
understand this in its full and Marxian 
implications, every militant worker 
should read Trotsky's pamphlet GER- 
MANY, THE KEY TO THE INTERNA- 
TIONAL SITUATION— Shall Fascism 
Really Be Victorious? 

Get your crapy from Pioneer Publishers. 



ism". Lenin writes : 

"We shook hands with the French 
monarchist although we knew that each 
one of us would be pleased to hang the 
other . . . And however much the hypo- 
crites of Anglo-French and American im- 
perialism may howl and abuse us ... I 
will not hesitate for a moment to con- 
clude a similar 'agreement' " with the- 
German Imperialist robbers in case the 
attacks of the Anglo-French armies 
would require It." 

But such entirely legitimate "agree- 
ments" are quite a distance from the 
alliance proposed by Radek" and justified 
by Lovestone in principle. What Radek 
proposed was the conclusion of a military 
alliance between the United States, as 
one of "the capitalist powers which at 
the present stage do not Infringe on her 
(the Soviet Union's) frontiers or inter- 
ests", an alliance against Imperialist 
Japan. That is how the issue stands. In 
reply to this reactionary proposal we 
quoted from Lenin's theses in March 
1018, directed not only against the ultra- 
Leftist advocates of a "revolutionary war 
against Germany" (Bucharin and Radek), 
but also against the Mensheviks and So- 
cfal Revolutionists who insisted upon a 
Soviet alliance with France and England 
against the Hohenzoliern armies. 

"Our policy must be based, not on a 
choice between two imperialisms but on 
the possibility of strengthening the so- 
cialist revolution or at least on the nec- 
essity of enabling it to offer resistance 
until the other countries join the revolu- 
tionary movement . . . We have always 
fought our own imperialism, but the 
overthrow of the imperialism of one 
country by means of an alliance with, 
the imperialism of another, is a line of 
action that we reject both on reasons 
of principle and because we consider It 
inadmissible." 

Let us remember that this was written 
at a time when Russia's need for "allies" 
was infinitely more acute than today, at 
a time when there was no Red army and 
when (unlike the situation in Man- 
churia) the German forces had already 
advanced upon Russian territory into 
the very heart of the country, in spite 
of this Lenin offered objections in prin- 
ciple to the proposals for an alliance 
with the Anglo-French imperialists. He 
did not withdraw them even when Kam- 
kov, leader of the Social Revolutionists, 
announced to the Soviet Congress the 
withdrawal of that party's support of 
the Bolshevik government because Lenin 
preferred to sign the humiliating treaty 
of Brest-Li to vsk. 

Towards the end of the same year, 
Lenin wrote to the party's Central Com- 
mittee : "Now the least enlightened will 
understand what cowardly treason to so- 
cialism the Mensheviks and the S. R-s 
committed by accepting the alliance with 
the rapacious Franco- English bourgeoisie 
with the alleged aim of annullng the 
Brest peace." And again, to the Sixth 
Congress of the Soviet'!, Lenin declared 
In retrospect : "Fate condemned us to 
Isolation and after the Brest peace we 
have lived through a grievous period. We 
were told : 'Better a new alliance with 
the imperialists than such a peace.' . . . 
rather a new war together wilh the 
Anglo-French than Ihe yoke of this vio- 
lent peace. We replied : if we address 
ourselves to the International working 
class, we shall be able to continue our 
work." 

As Lenin writes in the "Letter" pub- 
lished by Lovestone : "There are agree- 
ments and agreements." With one, the 
proletariat makes a revolutionary use 
of temporary divisions In the imperial- 
ist camp; with the other, the proletariat 
allies itself with the bourgeoisie of one 
country, sacrificing ils revolutionary 
principles — towards a reactionary end, 
to whieh we shall refer later on. 

Lenin made one kind of "agreement". 
When the Soviets were pressed to the 
wall by the advancing Germans, he 
readily accepted arms and ammunition 
from the French and English; he agreed 
to use their military specialists to blow 
up bridges and railroad lines in order 
to impede the German advance. The 
Soviets hound themselves to nothing. 
They creafed no illusions among the 
workers of the world concerning any 
" friendliness to the Soviet republic" or 
"nobleness of pur]>ose' on the part of 
the Entente brigands. They concluded 
no secret (or any other kind of) treaty 
of alliance with France. They continued 
to agitate unreservedly for the over- 
throw of hoth sets of imperialist powers 
by their respective proletarians. 

Under similar circumstances, the So- 
viets wonld act the same way today in 
the conflict with Japan. In face of a 
Japanese intervention against the U. S. 
S. R; or even a threat of such a step, 
the Soviets would be entirely justified 
In buying or accepting arms or ammuni- 
tion from, let us. say, the United States 
(if it could get them from this imperial- 
ist power which, far from standing aside, 
as Radek implies, is the fundamental 
counter-revolutionary foree in the world 
(Continued on page 3) 
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Reviews and News of the Working Class and Revolutionary Movements 



Appeal to the S. A. P. 

The Left Opposition Addresses the Centrist Party Congress 



(Continued from last issue) 
If one is of the opinion that in the S. 
U. the beginnings of a classless society 
are already in existence, it is not neces- 
sary to concentra e all forces for the 
development of a proletarian revolution 
in other countries. As the realization 
of a classless society in the S. U. will 
apparently lead by example to the intro- 
duction of socialism in other countries. 
Therefore the whole policy of the Com- 
imxnist parties is confined to a simple 
role: propaganda against the war of in- 
tervention against the S. U. Only people 
who do cot grasp the international char- 
acter of the proletarian revolution (like 
Brandler and Thalheimer and now in the 
8. A. P. — Rueck, Schaber, Dueby) can 
assert that the policy of Stalin is good 
and only the policy of Thaelmann is bad. 
Just as until 1923 the correct policy of 
the Communist Party of the S- U. exerted 
& fruitful influence on other Communist 
parties, so the false policy of the Com- 
munist Party of the S. TJ. now exerts a 
■devastating influence on other Communist 
parties. Until 1923 the leading role of 
the C. P. of the S. U. influenced the C. 
I. positively, now negatively. From this 
follows the necessity of changing the 
policy of the C. P. of the S. TJ., the 
abrogation of the theory of socialism in 
one country from which all the strategic 
and tactical errors of the C. I. fallow. 
So long as the only proletarian revolu- 
tion exists in Russia, the leading role in 
the 0. I. will remain that of the Com- 
munist. Party of the S. II. 

National Socialism vs. Leninism 
If it is correct that socialism can be 
realized in the S. U., that a classless 
society can ie built, then the victory 
of Fascism in Germany is not dangerous, 
at least not so dangerous that it can 
jeopardize the existence of the prole- 
tarian state. Ef the existence of the S. 
U. is determined only by national fac- 
tors, then the events on the international 
arena, in China and especially in Ger- 
many are only o£ a secondary nature. 
And if the consequences of a possible 
seizure of power by the Faacists in Ger- 
many are underestimated and it is con- 
sidered as a phenomenon of short dura- 
tion then one can hold the point of view 
that the S. P. G. is now the principal 
enemy. Then the programs of "national 
and social liberation" and of "social 
Fascism" are correct, then a united 
front with the S. P. G. and with the on- 
ions is not necessary, then also is ac- 
ceptable the policy of the "Red Trade 
Union Opposition" (R. G. O.— the C. P. 
trade union organization). "Without a 
correct revolutionary theory there can 
he no correct revolutionary practice ! It 
is not a matter of a few mistakes of the 
C. I. on "fine points" but of a whole 
system of backsliding from the positions 
of Mary ism -Lenin ism. The Brandlers 
and Thalheimers could not grasp this and 
therefore their policy suffered a complete 
bankruptcy. Rueck, Sehaber, Dueby are 
repeating the same thing today. 

One cannot train Communist cadres 
without taking a definite stand with re- 
gard to the whole policy of the C. I. for 
the past 9 years. The policy of the C. 
I. in China shows how a revolution in 
colonial countries should not be organ- 
ized. Contrary to the theses and statutes 
of the Communist International adopted 
at the Second Congress (Theses on the 
national and colonial quations, 1920, 9- 
66-77) which state: 

"The Communist International should 
enter into a temporary collaboration, 
even an alliance with the revolutionary 
movement of the colonies and the back- 
ward countries, must not however com- 
bine itself with it, but must uncondition- 
ally maintain the independent character 
of the revolutionary movement— be it 
even in embryo form", the Comintern un- 
der the leadership of Stalin pursued a 
policy in China which aimed at the sup- 
pression of "the independent character" 
of the Communist party of China by all 
means. The counter-revolutionary party 
of Chiang-Kai-Shek's Kuo Min Tang was 
recognized as a party "friendly" to the 
Comintern, the Communists of China 
were ordered not to come out as an 
independent party which warns the pro- 
letariat and the peasants of the inevit- 
able betrayal by the Kuo Min Tang and 
then leads them to the realization of the 
revolution, but to remain as a fraction 
of the K^uo Min Tang. They strove not 
to the proletarian dictatorship but to 
the "democratic dictatorship of the work- 
ers and peasants". The Communists of 
China were forced in the years of 1925- 
1927 to suppress workers' strikes and 
peasants uprising because of the union 
with a "friendly" party and for the sake 
of "national unity" This policy led to 
the tragedy of the Chinese revolution, 
to the murder of thousands of Commun- 
ists and of an even larger number ol 
workers and peasants by the blood-thirsty 
counter-revolution, by Stalin's allies of 
yesterday. The C. I. stands helpless in 
the face of present events in China. The 
Communist Party of China does not exist. 
The Anglo-Russian Committee 
The experiences in England are just 
as important. The history of the Angle- 
Russian Committee should be studied by 
all revolutionaries who want to gain 
clarity on questions of the United Front 
and who want to understand the present 
weakness of British Communism. The 
bloc of the Soviet-Russian and English 



trade unions was entered into against the 
protests of the Opposition tor the pur- 
pose of diminishing the war danger and 
was sustained even after the betrayal of 
Parcell and others. In this way the be- 
trayal of the reformists was covered up 
by the authority of the Soviet Union "in 
order to remove the war danger" and 
the growth of the Communist Party of 
England was made impossible. The re- 
formists quit the committee after they 
no longer had any need of it. 

You workers of the S. A. P. and the 
S. J. V. (the Youth Section) you want 
to be Communists. You cannot be that 
only through the adoption of general 
principles of Communism. You must 
learn Irem the experiences of the 0. I. 
for the last 9 years. Without drawing 
the correct conclusions from this period 
of weakness and defeat of the C. I. one 
cannot become a Marxist-Leninist 
UtHtrt Froot and Cartels. 

Without the C. P. G-, S. P. G. and 
unions, no united front of the proletariat 
Is possible. Many of you seem to for- 
get this obvious truth. This can he seen 
from the cartels which you have estab- 
lished. We see that the cartels are 
made into discussion clubs in which one 
apeaker after another tries to prove that 
the C. P. G. is incapable of carrying 
through actions, thus creating unbeliev- 
able illusions in the fighting strength of 
the cartels. We never denied the neces- 
sity of discussions, but it is clear to us 
that the aim of anti-Fascist cartels — or 
whatever other name they may bear — 
consists in the first place in extra-parlia- 
mentary actions. The first condition for 
this is the participation of the decisive 
proletarian organizations. Due to the 
faet that the cartels became meeting 
places of the bankrupt Brandler group, 
the Urbahns grouo and various other 
unimportant organizations, you made it 
Impossible for yourself, workers of the 
S. A. P.. to reach members of the C. P. 
G., their local organizations, as well as 
the S. P. G. and the Unions. You must 
learn this lesson from the past if you 
want actively to help build the class 
front of the proletariat 

The example of our organization in 
Bruchsal Is Instructive. Thanks to our 
jroup, there was established a united 
front with the S. P. G. with the unions 
and all other non-party organizations. 
This It seems is the only place in Ger- 
many where in spite of the existence of 
the Eastern group of the 8. P. G. not 
an "iron front" was forced but a class 
front of the workers of Bruehsal. 

We consider the question of a united 
front of the proletariat not a thing In 
itself. The necessity and significance of 
the united front becomes clear only when 
the closeness and full danger of Fasc- 
ism is realized, as well as the necessity 
to defeat Fascism before the seizure of 
power, since after its victory this would 
be incomparably more difficult and 
bloody, if not impossible for a long per- 
iod. None of the existing proletarian 
parties can do this work by itself. That 
is whv we turn against the treacherous 
policy of the S. P. G. as well as against 
the false policy of the C. P. G. From 
this appraisal of the situation it follows 
for every worker who wants to struggle 
against Fascism earnestly and success- 
fully that a real united front must be 
established between the various political 
camb's of the divided working masses. 
The private anti-Fascist cartels consist- 
ing of yourselves, Brandler and Urbahns 
will not solve this problem as you have 
not the masses with you. 
What Constitutes A Revolutionary Policy 
Correct united front tactics are pos- 
sible only on the basis of a clear rev- 
olutionary policy. Your party has in 
no way vet fully overcome reformism 
but repeatedly makes concessions to it 
If you will remove this condition and 
fully embrace a real revolutionary pol- 
icy you must struggle for the following 
Communist fundamentals: 

1. The victory «f the proletariat Is 
possible only through an armed uprising, 
durlue which the proletariat destroys 
the bourgeois state apparatus and estab- 



lishes the dictatorship of the proletariat 
which is the form of the rule of the 
working class in the transition period 
from capitalism to socialism. 

2. The dictatorship of the proletariat 
is exerted through councils (Soviets) 
which exercise the widest proletarian 
democracy. They are led by a party 
which in struggle for the seizure of 
power gains the confidence of the pro- 
letariat and this can only be a Commun- 
ist party. 

3. The Communist party is tbe mind 
of the working class and must represent 
its historical interests. It leads the 
proletariat Into struggle for power and 
after the victorv toward the building of 
socialism. r 

4. The struggle for a socialist society 
is an international struggle. The Com- 
munist International is that organisa- 
tion which directs this struggle, subjects 
the temporary interests of the proletariat 
to the historical ones and its limited na- 
tional aims to the international aims. 

5. The "theory" of the possibility of 
realizing socialism in a single country is 
reactionary, it contradicts the teachings 
of Marx and, Lenin. 

8. The presupposition for the recogni- 
tion of the revolutionary, that is. Com- 
munist world movement is the reform of 
the Communist International and of the 
C. P. which will remove the strategic 
and tactical errors of the present leader- 
ship, will re-introduce inner party dem- 
ocracy and will achieve the unity of the 
Communist ranks on the basis of Lenin- 
ism. 

7. The victory of Fascism in Germany 
will mean not only the bloody suppres- 
sion, of the German working class, but 
also the greater sharpening of the war 
danger for the Soviet Union. 

8. One of the most Important tasks 
in the present situation is the defense of 
the Soviet Union as the fortress of the 
international proletariat. Only the de- 
feat of Fascism and the overthrow of 
the bourgeoisie in one's own country can 
safeguard the existence of the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat in the Soviet 
Union. 

Therefore, comrades of the S. A. P., 
fight all forms of reformism and cen- 
trism. 

Forward to Communism! 

Executive Committee of the 
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The Bureaucrats Analyze the Elections 

How the Rank and File' Party Members React to their «Analysis» 



The article below, taken from our 
German brother organ Die Permatt- 
ente Revolution, gives a good picture 
of the party bureaucracy's methods 
of "analysing" election results and 
of the genuine reactions of the party 
membership to the set-backs the C. 
P. G. has recently suffered. 

The result of the elections "lags be- 
hind the objective possibilities that 
the present situation offers us. The 
■election results are unsatisfactory for 
the Communist party". (Roto Fabne, 
March 14). 

'The Communists do not consider 
it necessary to shout out loud about 
their victory" (Pravda, March 17, 
1932) 

"From this point of view, the five 
million votes for the fighting candid- 
acy of the C. P. G. in the first ballot 
must be described as a big victory" 
(Thaelmann on March 25. See Rot* 
Fabne of March 30.) 
It can readily be seen from these quo- 
tations how, inside of 14 days the de- 
feat of March 13, which the Rot* Fahne 
expressed with the words "unsatisfac- 
tory result" became a "great victory" of 
the C. P. G. What is this about face 
based on? Is it really trne that after 
a more thorough investigation, the elec- 
tion results must be evaluated differently 
the way the Rote Fahne did on March 
14? Let us look at the figures more 
•losely. We find that in almost all the 
decisive industrial districts the party 
lost many votes. For example, in the 
"Thaelmann fortress" Hamburg, in sev- 
eral of its proletarian quarters alone: 
St. Pauli, St. Georg, Barmbeek and Eims- 
buttel, the party lost from 25 to 28 per 
cent of the votes it received in the last 
local elections. The Nazis too have had 
small losses there. Only the Hindenburg 
Front gained from these losses. An in- 
vestigation of the results in the other 
districts in the Reich does not permit 
an optimistic evaluation for the C. P. G. 
It is significant that the optimism of 
the Rote Fabne came into view only after 
the article in the Pravda. The Pravda, 
however, must baptize the defeat as a 



pposmon oi uie l. r. \i. - • 

(Bolshevik-Leninists) j victory, because Stalin can stand no de 



feats, his policy is infallible. His theory 
that "the social democracy and Fascism 
are twins" has suffered shipwreck, the 
S. P. G. and the Nazis have become still 
■tronger, the party has become weaker. 
This must not and cannot be expressed 
openly. That is why the decline of 
March 13 has become a "big victory of 
the C. P. G." The tone has been given, 
the line has been drawn, and now the 
editors and orators can rave about the 
"big victory". Now it has become clear 
that "the correctness of the strategical 
and tactical line of the party has been 
confirmed completely" and the barrage 
of slander against all those who are of 
a different opinion, can continue even in 
an increased measure. 

The Lies of tbe Party Press 
The "victory" of the party at the 
presidential elections, which has been 
Invented by the bureaucracy, cannot, 
however, placate the party members. 
They know well, how they must evalu- 
ate the results of the elections. The 
bureaucracy offers a cheap explanation 
to quiet down the membership. The so- 
cial Fascist leaders are guilty, because 
with the slogan of the lesser evil they 
have held the workers back from giving 
their vote to Thaelmann. But this is 
precisely the task of the social dem- 
ocracy ! That the leaders of the S. P. G. 
and the trade unions are betrayers — 
every Communist is well aware of. That 
it is the task of the enemy to fight 
against C. P. G., is only natural. The 
leaders of the S. P. G. can travel no 
other road than the one they have taken 
ever since August 4 ,1914. To get ex- 
cited over this is useless. But how is it 
possible that the S. P. G. succeeds in 
winning millions, yes, the greatest part 
of the German working class for the 
policy of the "lesser evil", even though 
they have no more reforms to offer to 
the workers? How is it possible that 
the C. P. G. has not been able to extend 
its influence in the working class, what 
with the socialist construction in the 
Soviet Union? These are questions 
which require an answer. But that 
leads too far : By answering such ques- 
tions it must become clear how false the 
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Lovcstone and tne «MuddIed Pseudo-Revolutionists* 



(Continued from, page 2) 

today and, in the deepest sense of the 

world, the spearhead of the anti-Soviet 

movement in the camp of imperialism). 

The Meaning of an Alliance 

But the conclusion of a military al- 
liance with America is another matter 
entirely. Such measures are not taken 
merely for the eake of remaining on 
paper. In the event that war actually 
breaks out between the Soviet Union and 
Japan, the United States will appear on 
the scene as the military ally of the 
former. It will be in a position to carry 
out its imperialist designs not merely 
against Japan, but primarily against 
China, under the convenient banner of 
defending the workers fatherland from 
military intervention by Japan! The 
American bourgeoisie, which has always 
fastened the imperialist yoke upon weak- 
er peoples in the name of the loftiest 
ideals— the "open door" in China or 
"democratic elections" in Nicaragua- 
could not wish for a more noble ban- 
ner under which to sink its teeth into 
China than the "defense" of the Soviet 
Union from Japanese intervention! 

Still more: Let us again assume the 
outbreak of a Japanese-Soviet war. On 
the basis of the "alliance", the Soviets 
are "legally" justified in calling for the 
dispatch of American aid to relieve Its 
hard-pressed forces from the Japanese 
offensive. If Lovestone is a member of 
Congress by that time, we assume that 
he will vote war credits to the army 
and navy ; perhaps, also, he will call 
upon the working class to suspend its 
war upon the bourgeoisie which is en- 
gaged, you see, in fighting to a success- 
ful finish its war in defense -of the So- 
viet Union. 

If not, he will be infinitely less con- 



sistent than the Stalinists whose defense 
he has assumed "in principle". They 
already demand, in complete harmony 
with the idea behind Radek's proposal, 
the expulsion of the Japanese diplomats 
from the State. And since the breaking 
off of diplomatic relations is usually the 
forerunner of a declaration of war, the 
American bourgeoisie (which has, let .us 
asume, acted favorably upon Browder's 
demand) can thereupon address itself to 
th« party C. E. C. as follows: "Now that 
we have taken one step together with 
you, you must take the second step to- 
gether with us. We have expelied the 
Japanese diplomats as you demanded, 
we are precipitating a war and we want 
your assistance in prosecuting it to the 
finish, not merely to the finish of the dip- 
lomats, but also of their government. We 
suppose you will stop your attacks upon 
Ufa while we are fighting Japan and help- 
ing the Soviet Union ward off her at- 
tacks. We feel no qualms or insolence 
In asking this of you, beeause we have 
learned from Lovestone that almost any- 
thing may be done by the Communists 
'in principle'." What Browder will re- 
ply to this we do not know and we are 
quite ready to let him worry about it 
But, shouts Lovestone to us muddled 
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herd the workers into the trenches so 
that more capital can be accumulated at 
home. 

The Soviet Union might allow the 
Japanese the use of the Chinese Eastern 
Railway for the "economic" purpose — let 
us imagine — of dumping Japanese pro- 
duets on the Chinese market and causing 
the ruin of certain native industries. 
Yet, Russia would rightly refuse the 
use of the Chinese Eastern for the trans- 
port of Japanese troops in a war against 
China, in spite of Lovestoue's learned 
explanations that war is a continuation 
of politics which is only concentrated 
economics. 

A revolutionary trade union, finally, 
would take proper advantage of a rift 
in the ranks of the manufacturers, or of 
antagonisms between different strata 
among the latter, and adjust its tactics 
in order to make the most gains for the 
workers. But it would not enter into 
an "alliance" with one set of manufac- 
turers for the purpose of wiping out a 
rival set of manufacturers. (It is with 
some reluctance that we refrain from 
dwelling here on an analysis of the ex- 
ent to which Lovestone's resent advoc- 
acy "in principle" of Kadck's proposal 
is a "logical extension" of the policy 



pseudo -revolutionary phrase-mongers, to p urgU ed in the needle trades union under 
us disbelievers in socialism in one coun- 1 tBe reg i me of Lovestone- Zimmerman 



try, in Kellogg Pacts being signed by the 
Soviet Union, in raising slogans for the 
expulsion of Japanese diplomats, in mak- 
ing military alliances with the United 
States— all of them ideas which are in- 
separably connected and which must be 
opposed or advocated as a whole — but, 
he shouts, is not war the continuation of 
politics by other means, and Is not pol- 
itics concentrated economics, and is not 
a military alliance with America a "log- 
ical extension" of a commercial agree- 
ment? 

Here you have a classic instance of 
how generally accepted postulates can 
be prostitued to serve a reactionary 
purpose, of how truth, "logically extend- 
ed", becomes a lie. 

Economics, Politics and War 

The Soviet Union grants foreign im- 
perialist concessionaries certain economic 
rights, even allowing them to exploit 
Russian . labor and accumulate capital. 
And yet, even though "politics is concen- 
trated economics", it stubbornly refuses, 
in principle, to grant the concessionary 
any political rights whatsoever. With 
the introduction of the N. E. P., the ex- 
ploiting Kulak was granted definite eco- 
nomic privileges, yet Lenin opposed 
granting him any political rights. 

The worker makes a "commercial 
agreement" to work for his employer and 
to surrender the surplus value he pro- 
duces so that his employer may accumu- 
late capital. William Green "logically 
extends" this idea, he "concentrates" 
economics into politics, and tells the 

I worker to vote for his employer at the 
polls. And since "war is a continuation 
of politics by other means", he helps 
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No, we are against "military alli- 
ances" of tho Stalin-Browde-iMfcadek- 
Lovestone type, and yet we are entirely 
in favor of utilizing imperialist disagree- 
ments as well as of concluding "commer- 
cial agreements". If "logical extension" 
is to be spoken of at all, then it is only 
in this connection : 

The reactionary theory of socialism In 
one country Is predicated upon trans- 
forming the international Communist 
movement into a pacifist frontier guard 
defending the Soviet Union from inter- 
vention while it builds an isolated, na- 
tional Utopia. In endeavoring to build 
this national socialist fantasy, interven- 
tion must be warded off at any price. 
The price thus far lias included the heavy 
payments made by the English proletar- 
iat for the Soviet alliance with Purcell; 
the payments made by the Chinese pro- 
letariat and peasantry for Stalin's alli- 
ance with Chiang Kai-Shek and Wang 
Chin Wei ; the payments still being made 
for the pacifist confusion and delusion 
of the world proletariat by the signing 
of the Kellogg Pact and Litvlnov's Kaut- 
skyism antics every six months at Gen- 
eva. 

Lovestone exerts himself, and defames 
Lenin in the bargain, in an effort to 
present Radek's proposal, as well as the 
party's demand for the "expulsion of the 
Japanese diplomats", as Isolated abber- 
rations, as accidental deviations from 
the generally eorrect line. Not at all ! 
They are entirely logical results of the 
fundamental line. The tree of national 
socialism can only bear chauvinist fruit. 
—MAX SHACHTMAN. 



Strategic and tactical line of the party 
is. And this, the party bureaucracy can 
in no case permit to happen. There- 
fore, the cheap explanation, that the 
leaders of the S. P. G. are guilty for th» 
defeat of the C. P. G. 

Furthermore, "the counter revolution- 
ary, deceptive maneuvers of the S. A. P. 
and the Trotskyists: For Thaelmann — 
against the G. P. G." are also to blame 
for the party's defeat. Only an editor 
of the Bote Fahne can write such lies 
about the Left Opposition. The brother 
organ of the Rote Fahne in France, 
L'Hiunanite, in the article by Peri of 
March 13, goes as far as to maintain 
that Trotsky has appealed for the elec- 
tion of Hindenburg. But the scribblers 
on the party press know very well that 
Die Permanent* Revolution appealed to : 
"Vote for Thaelmann, the Candidate of 
the C. P. G." and "Despite the Thaelmann 
Course, Every Force for the Strengthen- 
ing of the C. P. G." So much for the 
lessons the party press draws from the 
results of the March 13 elections. 

By means of self-criticism the party 
will overcome all shortcomings and 
weaknesses, the party press writes day 
in day out. Is the examination of the 
political line of the party, and of its ac- 
tions therefore in order? May the party 
members, for instance, say how they 
evaluate tho results of March 13? What 
is self-criticism? Let us take a few 
examples: In Berlin there was a gath- 
ering of party functionaries after tn« 
conclusion from the election results to 
the effect that the party policy must be 
corrected. That was sufficient to arousa 
an uninterrupted hullaballoo on part of 
the party bureaucracy. One discussion 
speaker, excited by the continual inter- 
ruptions, had to call out: "This is even 
worse than among the Nazis" and an- 
other : "Heinz Neumann may speak, but 
no workers!" Such self-criticism was 
too much for the bureaucracy and the 
meeting was adjourned abruptly. It 
was to be continued on Thursday, March 
24. The bureaucracy needed this post- 
ponement, in order to eliminate all crit- 
icism. The following document, which 
we bring in full, is an exact picture of 
what took place : 

"Berlin, March 21, 1932 
"To All Sub-District Committees! 
"To All Uiflt Organizers! 
"To All Fraction Leaders in the Mass 
Organizations! 

"What must absolutely be kept in mind 
in distributing invitations for the Con- 
tinuation of the conference of party 
functionaries on Thursday, March 24? 

"1. The last party functionaries* con- 
ference was attended to the extent of 
about fi-G unemployed party com>- 
rades. The functionaries from the most 
important front, from the factory front, 
were therefore almost entirely absent. 
That Is why invitations must be extended 
in such a manner that more than half 
of the representatives are factory work- 
ers. 

"2. Half of the comrades present at 
the last conference were in the party 
less than a year, and half of these in 
turn, less than three months. We must 
see to it that this time our really ac- 
tive party functionaries are invited and 
represented. 

The sub-district committee, the unit 
organizers and the fraction leaders in 
the mass organizations are responsible 
for such a distribution of the invitations 
as will make it impossible in the future. 
for open enemies of the party to get ac- 
cess to our internal conferences through 
a careless distribution of invitations. 

Only in this manner can the responsi- 
ble party functionaries guarantee that 
the coming party functionaries' confer- 
ence will be a real impetus to revolu- 
tionary mass work for the next few 
weeks and months in the struggle around 
the run-off elections and the elections In 
Prussia. 

Secretariat of the D. E. C. 

This is a concrete example of "self- 
criticism" in Berlin. Every party mem- 
ber who criticizes is an "open enemy of 
the party". In Hamburg, the District 
Organizer, Schubert went so far as to 
say at a conference of party functionar- 
ies that the poor results in the elections 
at Hamburg are due to the comrades In 
the Kampfbund (the party's anti-Fascist 
"mass" organization), who were only 
guarding the posters at night and slept 
in the daytime, when they should have 
been discussing at the unemployed re- 
gistry offices. When those present pro- 
tested against this shameless arrogance, 
Schubert declared: "Whoever does not 
maintain discipline to the end of the 
elections, stands expelled". This is the 
picture of the party's "self -criticism". 
Such "self-criticism" is the deception 
which makes it possible for the party 
bureaucracy to Insult the members and 
to forbid any criticism of the policies of 
the party leadership. 

But this cannot go on. The members 
are beginning to realize that the party 
leadership is leading them into the void. 
They will criticize. After the second 
ballot, the party members will resort 
even more to criticism. It is the task 
of the Left Opposition to pose the de- 
mand for free criticism in tbe party into 
the foreground. It is on this field that 
we must drive the first wedge. 

—Die Permaneote Revolution 
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"UNDER BANK AND FILE 
LEADEBSHD?" 

One of the demands in the program of 
the lefts, who were elected to the con- 
vention of the international Ladies Gar- 
ment Workers Union, was for "a real 
strike under rank and file leadership . 
This slogan does not appear here for the 
nrst time. It did not originate with the 
workers who stood as the candidates of 
the Left in the International elections, 
and they should not be blamed for it 
There is no doubt that this anti-leader- 
ship slogan was imposed upon them by 
their own "leaders", the Stalinists, whose 
"rank and file" ballyhoo is intended for 
the deception of others and by no means 
for their own guidance in relation to 
their own rank and file. 

In their steadily losing battle of re- 
cent times with the traitorous leaders 
of the Right wing anions, the demoral- 
ized officials of Stalinism have been try- 
ing to outwit their opponents and to 
sneak into the leadership of the workers 
without their knowledge. This is the 
grand "strategy" which motivates the de- 
magogic appeal for the leadership of 
the "rank and file". The sad results 
which these unworthy maneuvers have 
brought, not the least of which has been 
t!he disorientation of the Communist 
workers in the simplest and most ele- 
mentary questions, Justify a discussion 
of this ridiculous slogan from the 
Standpoint of the A B C of Marxism. 

The first thing which must strike the 
obesrvant worker, and which in part 
accounts for the miserable failure of the 
slogan about rank and file leadership, is 
the howling inconsistency of its authors. 
On the one side they stand at the head 
Of the party by virtue of appointment 
and rule it with the most bureaucratic 
arbitrariness. If one is looking for an 
example of "the leadership of the rank 
and file" he will never find the merest 
trace of it In the Staiinlzed party. The 
rank and file Communist who would ven- 
ture to assert the modest right to say 
what he thinks in criticism of the lead- 
ership, to say nothing of the advocacy 
of the slogan which he propagates in the 
unions under party Instruction, would 
soon be handed his passports. This is 
what has happened to many, and the 
workers in the unions know it. Integr- 
ity, common sense and a decent respect 
for ordinary human intelligence all argue 
against this sordid attempt to fool the 
workers with an Idea that is flatly con- 
tradicted in the practices of the Amters 
and all the other Fosters. 

But hypocrisy and dishonesty are 
prime ingredients of Stalinism; and. In 
addition, contempt for the workers. 
Abusing the faith of the conscious pro- 
letariat in the Russian revolution and 
the Comintern, they imagine they can 
sanctify anything by mere command. This 
Is what misleads them into such self-con- 
tradictory policies in relation to the 
general labor movement. Ruling within 
the limited sphere of the party by de- 
cree, they forget that in order to influ- 
ence the non-Communist masses it is nec- 
essary to convince them. And since the 



masses take nothing on faith, but test 
everything out in life and learn from 
their experience, the slogans of the party 
which do not correspond to reality are 
unavailing. Thus it happens that such 
manifest absurdities as the "leadership 
of the rank and file" leave the. masses 
untouched, and only succeed in deceiv- 
ing and disorientating the Communist 
workers. In this case simple questions 
long ago settled in the camp of the Marx- 
lets. 

LENIN ON LEADERS 
AND MASSES 

Twelve years ago Lenin wrote a pam- 
phlet for the purpose of clearing up some 
misconceptions in the newly-formed Com- 
munist parties. One of these miscon- 
ceptions was the prejudice, derived from 
syndicalism, regarding leaders and mass- 
es. Replying to the arguments of those 
"Leftists" in the German party who con- 
trasted the one to the other he remarked : 
"What old and well-known rubbish! 
What 'left' childishness !" The simple 
explanations and ironical comments of 
the great teacher, regarding the masses 
and the leaders and the inter-relations 
between them, apply so pertinently to the 
present aberration of the American Stal- 
inists on the subject of "rank and file 
leadership" that a few quotations will 
be in order, 

"One notices the superficial and in- 
coherent use of the now 'fashionable' 
terms, 'masses' and 'leaders'. People 
have heard much and have conned by 
rote all the frivolous attacks on 'leaders' 
— contrasting them with the 'masses'— 
but failed to grasp the application and 
the inner meaning of these words." 

"To a Russian Bolshevik ... all talk 
of 'from above' or 'from below', the 'dic- 
tatorship of leaders' or 'the dictatorship 
of the masses' cannot but appear as 
childish nonsense. It is something like 
discussing whether the left leg or the 
right arm is more useful to a man". 

"People hend every effort to elaborate 
something extraordinary, and in their 
zeal to be intellectual they become rid- 
iculous. It is common knowledge . . . 
that the classes are usually and in most 
cases led by political parties, at least 
in modern civilized countries ; that poli- 
tical parties, as a general rule, are led 
by more or less stable groups of the 
more influential, authoritative experi- 
enced members, elected to the most re- 
sponsible positions, and called leaders. 
All this is elementary. It is simple and 
plain. Why then all this rigamarole, 
this new Volapuk?" 

These citations are taken from The 
Infantile Sickness of "Left" Communism. 

Have the new members of the party ever 
seen this pamphlet, and have the old 
members forgotten it? These teachings, 
like all the fundamental doctrines ela- ' 
borated by the Comintern under Lenin,' 
have been declared out of date; they are 
burled under the filth and confusion of, 
the Stalin regime. The Communist work- j 
er who wants to find his way back to 
the Lenin path might well begin with a \ 
study, or a reexamination, of the "In- j 
fantile Sickness'. I 



After that he would never he able to 
go around shouting such absurdities as 
"the leadership of the rank and file". He 
would not be able even to listen to such 
an instruction from his own "leaders'" 
without laughing under the table. 
THE BOLE OP THE 
CONSCIOUS WORKERS 

The chatter about "rank and file lead- 
ership" is a disgrace for Communists. 
Such horseplay can very well be left to 
the confusionists of syndicalism who ob- 
ject to the idea of a workers' political 
party on the ground that the masses 
need no leaders. This demoralizing non- 
sense only hampers the organization of 
the working class and thus Serves the 
bourgeoisie. The mission of the Com- 
munists is to educate the workers, not 
to muddle and confuse them ; to aspire, 
frankly, to lead them In *heir struggle, 
not to trail behind them and cater to 
ignorance and prejudice with demagogic 
slogans. 

The working class under capitalism, is 
not and cannot be a homogeneous body. 
The enormous pressure of the ruling 
class ideology presess heavily upon it. 
Bourgeois ideas, disseminated through 
the press, the schools, the church. *he 
movies, the politi c al parties, and in other 
ways, demoralize and corrupt the 
thoughts of the workers. Besides that, 
the working class under capitalism is 
divided Into various economic categories, 
with different standards of living and, 
to a certain extent, different immediate 
interests. The upper str um, the arist- 
ocracy of labor, which is the most con- 
servative, and at the same time the best 
organized, becomes a means of strength- 
ening bourgeois influences over the class. 
The labor bureaucrats, with their high 
salaries and petty -bourgeois standards 
of life, act as the agents of capital in 
the labor movement. 

As a result of all this, it Is possible, 
under capitalism, only for a minority 
of the working class to free itself from 
bourgeois influences and ideas and to 
understand the historical class position 
of the proletariat. These are the con- 
scious workers, the vanguard of the class. 
In order to influence the c lass in lis 
own interest most effectively it is nec- 
essary for these conscious workers to 
organize themselves and to fight "unitedly 
against the domination of the capitalists 
and their agents In the labor movement 
Prom this arises the Marxist idea of th» 
■centralized workers' party. It is the 
first letter of the Marxist alphabet on 
the question of working class organi- 
zation. 

This principle of leadership, by the 
most conscious and resolute elements, ap- 
plies to strikes and other daily strug- 
gles as well as to the class struggle as 
a whole. The agitation for "the leader- 
ship of the rank and file" negates this 
principle and sows confusion. By this 
it only makes the leadership of the re- 
actionary agents of the capitalists more 
secure. This harmful and anti-Marxist 
slogan should be cast aside. Instead of 
it, the Communist workers in the un- 
ions, as in every other field of the class 
struggle, should frankly contrast their 
policy and their leadership to the policy 
and the leadership of the labor lieuten- 
ants of capital. This is the only way 
to teach the workers and help them in 
their struggle. There is no roundabout 
way. 

—J. P. C. 



The Negro and the Class Struggle 



The National Commitee of the Com- 
munist League of America (Opposi- 
tion), by direction of the National 
Conference, appointed a commission 
to asemble material on the Negro 
question in America and to open a 
discussion in the League. The fol- 
lowing article by comrade Oehler, a 
member of the commission. Is a con- 
tribution to the discussion and pre- 
sents his personal views. — Ed. 
In modern Europe, where capitalism 
has long ago had its decisive battles with 
feudalism, there still linger remnants of 
the past, feudal carry-overs complicating 
the solution of the proletariat's problems. 
This complication does not confront the 
workers of America, but in its place we 
have a variety of more conflicting in- 
heritances. One of these was the carry- 
over of chattel slavery, a more backward 
system which gained, supremacy over 
atempted feudalist inroads in new Amer- 
ica by its economic advantages in the 
south for large scale agriculture produc- 
tion. The race form of chattel slavery 
in America gave impetus to this devel- 
opment. 

The period when economic systems 
were gaining a foothold in new America 
cannot be separated from the class strug- 
gles In Europe at that time. The dis- 
covery of America which gave the feudal 
kingdoms greater land rights only ac- 
celerated the internal contradictions be- 
tween the feudal land property relations 
and the developing bourgeois property 
relations. The commercial system of 
Europe was on the upgrade and the race 
for America reflected this. The discovery 
of America accelerated bourgeois devel- 
opment in Europe and logically expressed 
its growth in the colonies. 

In Europe, feudalism ruled by the mon- 
opoly of land through the feudal estates 
and the Catholic church and by hinder- 
ing the developing handicraft system, 
keeping it part of the feudal handrtool 
production. Free land in America played 
havoc with feudal relations, not just be- 
cause there was free land, but primarily 
because with this free land developed 
the bourgeois property ' relations. Bour- 
geois relations are made difficult by free 
land, but the presence of large tracts 
of usable free land in a new country 
smashes all feudal atempts at stability 
when capitalism moves in at the same 
time. 

The Problem of Labor Power 

Labor power and its control was the 
burning problem of the rulers of the 
colonies, not only its scarcity but also Its 
control once obtained. Wage workers 
would soon disappear as free farmers, 
hunters and trappers. The white slaves 
and indentured slaves from Europe en- 
abled the merchant and commercial 
classes to retain a sufficient supply of 
cheap labor power, but this could only 
be kept up by a constant Influx from 
Europe. The land to the west was an es- 
cape for this labor supply. At the same 
time, however, this resulted In devel- 
oping bourgeois agriculture relations in 
the northern part of the colonies. 

In Europe, where capitalism was al- 
ready at work appropriating those who 



had escaped feudalism through the handi- 
craft system or by free peasant farming, 
and turning them into an army of pro- 
propertyless wage slaves, there was no 
further escape. Either work as wage 
slaves, starve to death, or be killed or 
imprisoned as beggars and thieves — 
these were the alternatives. In America 
the escape to the west was still open. 
But this "escape" laid the basis for the 
further development and strengthening 
of bourgeois domination in America. 

In the south conditions were different. 
The kinds of crops and the climatic con- 
ditions called for a different form. The 
crops demanded large scale agriculture 
production, and, capitalist agriculture 
relations were yet in their infancy. Feud- 
alism could answer this request but, It 
could not furnish Serfs tied to the land 
and a c customed to the hot climate, 
when livelihood could be obtained by 
hunting and fishing, and trapping and 
free land for farming. The only suitable 
alternative, that rising bourgeois rela- 
tions could tolerate was chattel slavery ; 
bringing In large scale agriculture pro- 
duction, labor power bound in slavery, 
suitable for the climate. It was proven 
that the Indian could not serve this pur- 
pose. The white man from Europe had 
too easy an escape, even if It were pos- 
sible to brand him as a chattel slave. 
The Negro race answered the need- In- 
dentured slavery was the closest form 
to chattel slavery possible for the white 
man of Europe. It sufficed for the re- 
cruitment of a supply of labor in the 
north, but was not suitable for cotton 
and tobacco production in the south. 

The traffic in Negro slaves was just as 
profitable as the traffic in indentured 
slaves. The chattel slave was more pro- 
fitable for the south under the conditions. 
But in the latter period of Slavery in 
America the bourgeois relation had far 
outstripped the other forces and had 
shown that the wage slave was by far 
the most profitable for the master class. 
The conflict of these two antagonistic 
systems reached its climax In the Civil 
War. The forceful expropriation of th* 
chattel masters' property in the form 
of the slaves put an end to the most dan- 
gerous internal enemy of the bourgeois 
system. However, this did not remov* 
all the obstacles and give a free hand 
for capitalist penetration. The carry- 
over was as heavy as a mountain, hin- 
dering all speedy solutions. 

The expropriation of the chattel mas- 
ters of their property In the slaves, open- 
ed up new avenues for capitalist devel- 
opment and new markets for penetration. 
The dictatorship which the capitalists set 
up in the south after the Civil War soon 
reduced the chattel masters to submis- 
sion to the new rulers of America. In 
fact, the dictatorship was becoming a 
boomerang. The former slave was tak- 
ing his liberty seriously in an increasing 
degree. The exploiters of the wage 
•laves were not long in learning they bad 
a hundred times more in common with 
the former chattel masters than with the 
former slaves. The freedom taken by 
the slaves had to be checked ; the dicta- 
torship against the chattel masters was 
modifled when their resistance was brok- 



en, when they came to terms— the terms 
of the northern capitalists. From them 
on the capitalist supremacy took on a 
form of democracy for the white rulers 
of the south, and a new form of dicta- 
torship against the Negro masses who 
were driven into worse slavery than be- 
fore. 

The New Role of the Negro 
The freeing of the Negro rrom chattel 
slavery opened the door to a tremendous 
supply of cheap labor for the American 
capitalist. In fact the supply was too 
great for developing capitalism to ab- 
sorb. However, It remained in reserve, 
ever ready to be used as expansion 
would warrant. Although capitalist de- 
velopment in America was fairly fast, 
the influx of European wage slaves, al- 
ready trained, kept in check the rapid 
transformation of former chattel slaves 
into wage slaves. The slaves' "freedom" 
turn^i out to be a bourgeois joke. The 
former slave found himself, free from his 
former master's obligation to feed, clothe 
and shelter him, and keep him well as 
property, but not free from the economic 
exploitation and political domination of 
the capitalists and plantation owners. 
Left "free", without economic means for 
a livelihood (land and tools), the Negro 
was free to starve to death, to submit 
to his former master in worse economic 
subjection than tfefore, or to become a 
wage slave, providing he could find an 
employer. The "free" Negro, without 
land or tools, had only one road to 
travel as a class and race — to submit to 
the new forms of exploitation, since con- 
ditions were not ripe for a successful 
revolution to free themselves from their 
white masters and obtain the land and 
tools of production for themselves. As a 
race they adjusted themselves to the 
new condition — unassimulated as wage 
slave; not held as chattel slaves; reflect- 
ing the old and looking at the new, but 
representing neither. They started the 
process by ekeing out an existence on 
the land and as servants of the white 
rulers; part slave, part serf and part 
wage slave. 

At the time of the transformation only 
the Marxists realized the historic signi- 
ficance of the "freeing" of the chattel 
slaves. The history of American labor 
cannot be written properly unless this 
current is traced back and properly 
connected with the development of the 
white and negro proletariat and their 
allies in the coming revolution. 

Westward expansion, internal north- 
ern American development and colonial 
expansion could tolerate concessions to 
the white rulers of the south in return 
for their political support as plantation 
owners. Rule the Negroes in your own 
state as you like so long as you support 
your political hegemony, said the north- 
ern capitalist ; and besides you can make 
more profits by your support than by 
resistance. And just as the freedom of 
the American revolution amounted to so 
many words and pieces of paper for the 
workers and farmers, so much did the 
freedom of the Civil War amount to for 
the Negro masses. 

—HUGO OEHLER. 
(To be continued) 
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BUREAUCRATIC ULTIMATISM 

by LEON TROTSKY 
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(Continued from last issue) 
Instead of aiding the social democratic workers to 
find their way through experience, the C. E. C. of the 
Communist party abets the leaders of the social dem- 
ocracy against the workers. The Welses and the Hil- 
ferdings are enabled to screen with flying colors their 
own unwillingness to fight, their dread of fighting, 
their inability to fight by citing the aversion of the 
Communist party for participating in a common 
struggle. The stubborn, doltish and insensate rejec- 
tion by the Communist party of the policies of the 
United Front provides the social democracy, under 
the present conditions, with its most important pol- 
itical weapon. This is just the reason why the social 
democracy— with the parasatism inherent in its na- 
ture — snaps up our criticism of the ultimatistic pol- 
icies of Stalin-Thaelmann. 

The official leaders of the Comintern are now ex- 
patiating with profound demeanor upon the need to 
elevate the theoretical level of the party and to study 
"the history of Bolshevism". Actually "the level" is 
falling constantly, the lessons of Bolshevism are for- 
gotten, distorted and trampled under foot. In the 
meantime, it is by no means difficult to find in the 
history of the Russian party the precursor of the 
present policy of the German C. E. C. : he is none 
other than the deceased Bogdanov the founder of ulti- 
matism or of "the up-and-outers" (Otzovists). As 
far back as 1905 he deemed it impossible for the Bol- 
sheviks to participate in the Petrograd Soviet, unless 
the Soviet recognized beforehand the leadership of the 
Social Democrats. Under Bogdanov's influence, the 
Petrograd Bureau of the C. E. C. (Bolsheviks) passed 
a resolution in October 1905: to submit before the 
Petrograd Soviet the demand that it recognize the 
leadership of the party ; and in event of refusal — to 
walk out of the Soviet. Krassikov, a young lawyer, 

in those days a member of the C. E. C. (Bolsheviks), 
read this ultimatum at the plenary session of the So- 
viet, The worker deputies, among them Bolsheviks 
also, exchanged surprised looks and then passed on 
to the business in the order of the day. Not a man 
walked out of the Soviet. Shortly after that Lenin 
arrived from abroad, and he raked the ultimatists over f 



the coals mercilessly. "You can't — he lectured them 
— nor can any one else by means of ultimatums force 
the masses to skip the necessary phases of their own 
political development." 

Bogdanov, however, did not discard his methodo- 
logy, and he subsequently founded an entire faction of 
"ultimatists" or "up-and-outers" (Otzovists) : they 
received the latter nickname because of heir tendency 
to call upon the Bolsheviks to get up and get out from 
all those organizations that refused to accept the ulti- 
matum laid down from above: "you must first accept 
our leadership." The ultimatists attempted to apply 
their policy not only to the Soviets but also in the 
parliamentary sphere and to the trade unions, in 
short, to all legal and semi-legal organizations of the 
working class. 

Lenin's fight against ultimatism was a fight for the 
correct interrelation between the party and the class. 
The ultimatists, in the old Bolshevik party, never 
played a role of the slightest importance, otherwise 
the victory of Bolshevism would not have been possi- 
ble. The strength of Bolshevism lay in its wide awake 
and sensitive relation to the class. Lenin continued 
his fight against ultimatism even when he was in sup- 
reme command, in particular and especially, as re- 
gards the attitude to the trade unions. "Indeed, if now 
in Russia," he wrote, "after two and a half years of 
unheard of victories over the bourgeoisie of Russia and 
of the Entente, we were to place before the trade un- 
ions as a condition for their joining us that they 're- 
cognize the dictatorship' we would be guilty of stupid- 
ity, we would impair our influence over the masses, we 
would aid the mensheviks. For the task of the Com- 
munists consists in being able to convince the backward 
to know how to work among them and not to fence 
ourselves from them by a barrier of fictitious and 
puerile 'left* slogans", (The Infantile Disease of 
"Leftism".) This holds all the more for the Commun- 
ist parties of the West, which represent only a min- 
ority of the working class. 

During the last few years, however, the situation in 
the U. S. S. R. has changed radically. The arming 
of the Communist party with sovereignity means the 
introduction of a new element into the interrelation 
between the vanguard and the class : into this relation 



there enters the element of force. Lenin's struggle 
against party and Soviet bureaucracy was in its es- 
sence a struggle not against the faulty organization 
of departments, nor against departmental red-tape 
and inefficiency but against the apparatus laying down 
the law to the class, against the transformation of the 
party bureaucracy into a new ** ruling" clique. Lenin's 
counsel, from his death bed, that a proletarian Con- 
trol Commission be created independent of the C. E. C. 
and that Stalin and his faction be removed from the 
party apparatus was aimed against the bureaucratic 
degeneration of the party. For various reasons, which 
cannot be dealt with here, the party ignored this coun- 
sel. Of recent years the bureaucratic degeneration of 
the party has reached the extreme limit. Stalin's ap- 
paratus simply lays down the law. The language of 
command is the language of ultimatism. Every work- 
er must perforce and forthwith accept as infallible all 
the past, present and future decisions of the C. E. C. 
The more erroneous the policies become, the greater 
are the pretensions to infallibility. 

After gathering into its hands the apparatus of 
the Comintern, the Stalinist faction naturally trans- 
ferred also its methods over to the foreign- sections, 
i. e., to the Communist parties in the capitalist na- 
tions. The policy of the German leaders has for its 
counterpart the policy of the Moscow leadership. 
Thaelmann observes how Stalin's bureaucracy rules 
the roost, by condemning as counter-revolutionary all 
those who do not recognize its infallibility. Wherein 
is Thaelmann worse than Stalin? If the working class 
does not willingly place itself under his leadership that 
is only because the working class is counter-revolu- 
tionary. Double dyed counter-revolutionaries are 
those who point out the bale fulness of ultimatism. The 
collected works of Lenin are among the most counter- 
revolutionary publications. There is sufficient reason 
why Stalin should — as he does — submit them to such 
rigid censorship, particularly on their publication in 
foreign languages. Baleful as ultimatism is under all 
conditions — if in the U. S. S. R. it dissipates the moral 
capital of the party — it breeds double disaster for the 
Western parties which must yet begin accumulating 
their moral capital. Within the Soviet Union, at 
least, the victorious revolution has created material 
grounds for bureaucratic ultimatism, in the guise of 
an apparatus for repression. Whereas in capitalist 
countries, including Germany, ultimatism becomes con- 
verted into an impotent caricature, and interferes with 
the movement of the Communist party to power. Above 
all, the ultimatism of Thaelmann-Remmele is funny. 



And whatever is funny is fatal, particularly in mat- 
ters concerning a revolutionary party. 

Let us for a moment transfer the problem to Eng- 
land, where the Communist party ("3s a consequence 
of the ruinous mistakes of Stalinist bureaucracy) still 
comprises an insignificant portion of the proletariat. 
If one accepts the theory that every type of the United 
Front, except the Communist, is "counterrevolution- 
ary", then obviously the British proletariat must put 
off its revolutionary struggle until that time when 
the Communist Party is able to come to the fore. But 
the Communist party cannot come to the front of the 
class except on the basis of its own revolutionary ex- 
perience. However, its experience cannot take on a 
revolutionary character in any other way than by 
drawing mass millions into the struggle. Yet non- 
Communist masses, the more so if organized, cannot 
be drawn into the struggle except through the policy 
of the United Front. We fall into a charmed circle, 
out of which there is no way out by means of bureau- 
cratic ultimatism. But the revolutionary dialectic 
has long since pointed the way out and has demon- 
strated it by countless examples in the most diverse 
spheres; by correlating the struggle for power with 
the struggle for reforms; by maintaining complete 
independence of the party while preserving the unity 
of the trade unions; by fighting against the bourgeois 
regime and at the same time utilizing its institutions; 
by criticizing relentlessly parliamentarism — from the 
parliamentary tribunal; by waging war mercilessly 
against reformism, and at the same time making prac- 
tical agreements with the reformists in partial 'strug- 
gles. 

In England, the incompetence of ultimatism hits one 
in the eye because of the extreme weakness of the 
party. In Germany the balefulness of ultimatism is 
masked somewhat by the considerable numerical 
strength of the party and by its growth. But the 
German party is growing on account of the pressure 
of events and not thanks to the policies of the leader- 
ship; not because of ultimatism, but despite it. More- 
over, the numerical growth of the party does not play 
the decisive role; what does decide is the political in- 
terrelation between the party and the class, AJong 
this line, which is fundamental, the situation is not 
improving, because the German party has placed be- 
tween itself and the class the thorny hedge of ultima- 
tism. 

— L. TROTSKY. 

(To be Continued) 
(From What Next? — Vital Questions -for the Ger- 
man Proletariat) 
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The S. P. «Lefts*» Program 



The "militant' socialists have forced 
their attention upon the American move- 
ment by issuing a "Militant Program of 
the Socialist Party of America". The 
noise the Militants created in heralding 
their opposition to the party fathers 
prompted O'Neal to give them a spank- 
ing, issued aa a criticism in the New 
Leader. But like all bureaucrats and 
upholders of the crimes of the Second 
International, O'Neal splashed a lot of 
words, set up a few straw men and evad- 
ed the whole Issue. No doubt this kind 
of criticism will spur the "militants" to 
new conquests. In this advance of the 
"militants", it is well to point out what 
their present step means and to lay bare 
some of the contradictions. 

The deepening crisis has caused this 
stir and forces the more enlightened 
members of the S. P. to seriously ques- 
tion the crimes of the Second Interna, 
tional. For the rank and file of the 
"militants" it Is a step forward, but for 
those "leaders" who were formerly sup- 
porting the Communists it is a big step 
backward. At least, one will have to 
give these "leaders" credit for one thing. 
They have set themselves a big task. 
They intend to reform the Second Inter- 
national. Already sections of the more 
advanced workers In their rank and file 
are to the left of the "militant" program 
and are seriously questioning it 

The program is written In the fashion 
of a crafty lawyer who puts out a feel- 
er, insinuating much, condemning consi- 
derably, but accusing no one In particu- 
lar. The program points out some of 
the crimes of the Second International, 
not in America so much, but in Europe: 
but there is no hint as to who their Am- 
erican bed-fellows are. They seem to be 
afraid of stepping on somebody's toes. 
Like good politicians of the capitalist 
orders these "militants" leaders have 
left the door open for proper adjustments 
with the fathers at a later date. 

The "militant Program" accuses the 
Second International of crimes beyond 
class "redemption" and in the same 
breath advocates reforming this prop of 
Capitalism. Such a position is even 
more tragic then the position of the lib- 
eral who admits all the evils of capital- 
ism and then seta out to cure it. 

The reformers of the Second Interna- 
tional speak of class struggle saying, 
"The moment this Marxian concept is 
abandoned, not only in theory hut in 
practice as well, at that moment Social- 
ism loses its significance." We are told 
this in 1932 by the "militant socialists", 
but this "universal, open abandonment of 
the class struggle by Second Interna- 
tional was heralded unashamed to the 
workers of the world In 1M.4 and ever 
since then, and it is from then on 
that "Socialism" has lost "Its signific- 
ance". No group of "Lefts" can blow 
life into what is already dead. If the 
"militant socialists" blow anything into 
the American party we can be sure it 
will not be Marxism. They can blow 
into the Socialist Party some radical 
phrases, and make it more presentable 
for conditions of crisis. In this stage 
of increasing class struggle, capitalism 
must bring into life the American var- 
iety of social democracy, so ably pre- 
sented by the German "comrades". If 
a few sincere but non-Marxian worker 
"leatfers" allow themselves to be utilized 
together with the conscious fakers so 
much the better for the development of 
reformism in America, for the capital- 
ists. The Second International served 
its master well in Europe. Why not give 
It a chance in America, even if It needs 
a little doctoring up for presentation?. 
American capitalism had better make 
haste while there Is time and construct 
some kind of a storm cellar for the 
coming class battles. Will the rank and 
file "militants" of the Socialist Party 
help in this process, or will they take 
the next step toward the Communist 
movement? 

The program saye, "It Is a fundamental 
principle of Marxism tha't Socialism can- 
not be achieved as a result of a series 
of reforms within the framework of the 
Capitalist State." When the fathers of 
the party read this they became fright- 
ened, but «s soon as they read the next 
sentence all their fear was quieted, for 
in its own peculiar way, in the language 
of the politicians, It lays the basis for 
the understanding of words and deeds. 
The next sentence of the program says, 
"Emancipation of the workers can begin 
only when the workers capture political 
power and constitute themselves the 
ruling class." Just another way of say- 
ing, we will shoot the capitalist to death 
with paper ballots. The Question of 
what to do with the capitalist state 
(smash it) and what kind of a state 
will replace it, Is left for people to 
guess as they please. This is no acci- 
dent on the part of the "militant social- 
ist leaders. These reformers of the re- 
formers in America say the dictatorship 
of the proletariat is alright in Russia. 
But in America — that's a different ques- 
tion. Years ago the Intense class strug- 
gle In Europe forced the "left" Socialist 
to accept the dictatorship in Russia a* 



a reality but iri the next breath they 
said it was not for their country. And 
now, years later, the developing class 
struggle in America forces the "lefts" 
to say the same. Already we find some 
of the rank and fliers objecting to these 
clever formulations, this lip service to 
revolution and action for refoimism. 
They demand another step. 

The program says, "At the sane time, 
we set ourselves firmly against dictator- 
ship in this country as long as dem- 
ocratic means of transition to a social- 
ist society are still available." We will 
vote the capitalists out of power, and 
these defeated capitalists will give us 
the key to every mine, mill and factory; 
and the next day they will report to 
work in overalls." So say the "mili- 
tants", who are going to use the dem- 
ocratic means of transition to socialism. 
What a mess. Shapiro, Coleman, Sin- 
clair and Blanchard and their like. What 
kind of a game do you call this? They 
may be able to convince some followers 
that they "don't know any better" but 
we know them from before. 

Every one remembers the last part of 
the Communist Manifesto- and the last 
sentence. It Is well to know the last 
words of the "militant socialist" pro- 
gram : "We must icreate and promote 
a spirit of intelligent hopefulness. Such 
an opportunity as is at hand for all of 
us to hasten the emancipation of the 
working class of America may not come 
again for generations. We call for ac- 
tion. Let us close ranks and go for- 
ward to Socialism in our time." This 
gem of reform ignorance has two mis- 
takes : ordinary and extraordinary. These 
reformers tell their followers that if they 
don't get busy and help them reform 
the reformers at once we may not have 
another chance for generations. We can 
settle this problem by informing the 
"militant Socialists" that they will not 
reform the Second International in this 
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The Strike in the N. Y. Building Trades 



Between 30,000 and 40,000 New Tori 
building trades workers went on strike 
May 1st because of a failure to arrive 
at a wage scale agreement. The build- 
ing trades employers association had 
previously, arbitrarily posted notice of 
wage cuts ranging from 25% to 30%. 
However, the immediate cause of the 
strike was the fact that the elevator 
manufacturers broke ranks and made a 
verbal promise to the elevator construct- 
ors' union of a day scale of $11.20 in- 
stead of the $10 announced in notices 
posted. The press carries staements to 
the effect that the leaders of the build- 
ing trades council were otherwise pre- 
pared to accept the cut. 

On Monday May the 2nd three unions 
still remained at work, the elevator con- 
structors, the electricians and the iron 
and steel workers. But the following 1 
day the employers decided to make the 
shut-down complete and dispense with 
the service of these three union also. 
The officials of the bricklayers union 
evidently still expect to gain special 
favors. Their previous agreement car- 
ries a "no strike" clause, and they now 
insist upon arbitration. 

How serious is the building trades un- 
ion leadership about the strike? It 



WEEKLY MILITANT DEPENDS 
UPON SUCCESS OF $1,000 DRIVE 



It is necessary to put the question 
bluntly: We depend absolutely on the 
thousand dollar press fund to keep the 
weekly MILITANT alive. In raising 
funds to sustain THE MILITANT and 
our other publications we have up to 
the present resorted to "normal" metfi. 
ods— soliciting subscriptions, renewals, 



__ etc The siSuatton of our press at the 

generation" and in the next generation present time necessitates a much hard-- 
there will be no need because the Second « drive. We must put on more pres- 
International will only be a terrible sure, we must exert ourselves more and 
memory for the victorious world pro- sacrifice more. The life of the weekly 
letariat. — -H. O. i MILITANT is at stake. 
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Bourgeois Left Gains in French Elections 



The first ballot of the French elec- 
tions, last Sunday, although not decisive 
in Its results, indicates a definite .trend 
toward the bourgeois Left in the coun- 
try. The die-hard policies of Andre 
Tardieu and his Right bloc,- in control 
at the present time, seem to have driven 
broad layers of the French Intermediate 
classes to the Bide of the moderate bour- 
geois parties. The Radical-Socialists un- 
edr the leadership of the pan-European 
"pacifist" Edouard Herrlot have already 
received 63 seats, the largest bloc of 
votes for any of the parties participating 
The Left Republicans of Premier Tardieu 
received 37 seats, reducing their former 
strength considerably. The socialists 
with their 40 mandates also show a sub- 
stantial gain. Comparisons with the re- 
sults of the first ballot in the last elec- 
tions (1928) demonstrate the trend to- 
ward the Left very distinctly. 

The politioal line of Tardieu, particu- 
larly aggressive in Its foreign relations, 
has opened up Freneh industry and 
economy to counter-attacks by the other 
world powers. The high tariffs and the 
suspicious attitude aroused in the other 
countries has instigated the fear of "iso- 
lation" among the rather formidable 
middle layers of French society. The 
Radical- Socialists and the socialists have 
been for some time campaigning for dis- 
armament and European "cooperation" 
and have been able to achieve a measure 
of success in their campaigns. 

Growing unemployment and the wor- 
sening of the general conditions of the 
working class, due to the economic crisis 
which is first unfolding in all seriousness 
In France, produces still another and 
very important movement toward the 
radlcalizatlon of the masses. The so- 
cialists have, for their part, flirted with 
the idea of new reforms In their cam- 
paigns. That French imperialism, in its 
present precarious position, with an eco- 
nomic crisis on its hands and with a 
very wobbly and unrealistic political pre- 
ponderance in Europe, will not be able 
to concede in any great measure to the 
road of social legislation, is a foregone 
conclusion. 

The Radical-Socialists are quite con- 
scious of this and hence the reports of 
their weariness of an alliance with the 
socialists. Despite the many protests 
and declarations of Herriot In the press, 
to the effect that he will not conclude 
any bloc with the Tardieu group, we 
cannot help remaining skeptical. The 
Radical-Socialists have the interests of 
the French master class well in mind, 
and Just as in the past, they are apt 
to be more indued to draw their con- 
clusions from the eventual logic of 
French politics than from considerations 
of temporary gain implied In an alliance 
with the soclaliats. 

Still, the socialists have been consist- 



ently making overtures to the Herriot 
party and in view of the importance of 
cooperation in the second ballot, which 
will definitely decide the composition of 
the Chambre for the next four years, 
a temporary accord may be arrived at 
In any case a process of self-exposure 
before the mases, of the impotent 
bourgeois parties lies in the perspective. 
At the same time, good opportunities 
are opening up for the revolutionary 
party, for the Communist Party of 
France, to utilize this self -exposure. 
This requires a realistic attlture and a 
careful and consistent class policy on 
part of the leadership. 

So far, there are no clear indications 
of bow the C. P. fared in the elections, 
although the capitalist press forecasts 
little change, in any direction, In so far 
as the Communists are concerned. The 
growing industrial depression and the 
inevitable disillusionment of the masses 
that generally comes with it, can contri- 
bute in great measure to a consolidation 
of Communist influence. It remains for 
the French party to take advantage of 
these conditions. 

In the coming issues of The Militant 
we will bring full reports and a detailed 
analysis of the French elections and of 
the background upon which they are 
taking place, as seen by our French cor- 
respondent. 



The past year and a half has witnessed 
an unpretoedented extension of our pro- 
paganda activities. It has seen the re- 
birth of THE MILITANT as a weekly, 
our penetration of the language field with 
a Jewish paper and a Greek paper, the 
issuance of a Youth organ and a whole 
series of Left Opposition books and pant, 
phlets All these steps were absolutely 
necessary in our struggle to delve deeper 
into the rants of the American revolu- 
tionary workers. The word of the Left 
Opposition, in pamphlet and In news- 
paper form, in the English, Yiddish, and 
Greek languages, has been brought to 
new hundreds and thousands of class 
conscious proletarians. A .good start 
was made in new directions. 

Now we are faced with the problem of 
making all these steps permanent and 
durable achievements. Can this be done? 
It must be done, if we are to fnlflll the 
historic task of the Left Opposition in 
America, if we are to continue the work 
of regenerating the Communist move- 
ment, of returning the Communist party 
to the road of Lenin, if we are to re- 
establish Its Marxian basis. 

The most important organ of propa- 
ganda and education that we have is the 
weekly MILITANT, Upon its existence, 
upon its maintenance depends tbe life of 
all our other organs The terrific effects 
of the economic crisis with the monstrous 
unemployment It has brought about, 
make it impossible for us to get sufficient 
funds for the sustenance of THE MILI- 
TANT and onr other papers by the ordin- 
ary methods. SPECIAL EFFORTS AND 
SACRIFICES ARE NECESSARY IF 
THE WEEKLY MILITANT IS TO CON- 
TINUE LN EXISTENCE! 

Funds are urgently needed. THE 
MILITANT requires your aid immediate- 
ly. Let every comrade, every sympath- 
izer, every reader of THE MILITANT 
get busy. Get subscriptions, get new 
readers, get DONATIONS. Send in your 
contribution and all the funds yon col- 
lect immediately to the National Office. 
Do your share! Every cent, every help- 
ing hand is needed to keep the Weekly 
MILITANT going! 
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Now on the Press! 

Problems of the Chinese 
Revolution 

by LEON TROTSKY 

THE 1925-27 CHINESE REVOLUTION WAS ONE OF THE FIRST 
WORLD-IMPORTANT POLITICAL EVENTS IN WHICH TROTSKY'S OP- 
POSITION TO THE POLICY OF STALIN MANIFESTED ITSELF IN 
THE CONCRETE. IN THIS BOOK, QUOTATIONS FROM STALIN'S OWN 
WRITTEN WORDS AND SPEECHES ARE GIVEN AS WELL AS THOSE 
OF TROTSKY'S AND HIS SUPPORTERS. 

READ THIS HISTORICAL DOCUMENT. COMPARE THE PROPOSED 
POLICIES OF THAT DAY WITH SUBSEQUENT EVENTS IN THE CHI- 
NESE REVOLUTION, THEN DECIDE WHO WAS CORRECT. THE LEFT 
OPPOSITION DOES NOT FEAR YOUR JUDGMENT AFTER YOU HAVE 
SERIOUSLY READ AND STUDIED THIS BOOK. 

PAPER COVER $1.00 CLOTH BOUND $1.50 

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW I 
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84 East 10th Street, 
New York, N. T. 



should be remembered that it is not at all 
called in protest against the wage cut, 
hut rather In protest against a verbal 
promise; ffx special dpnsdldera|t$3n for 
one union. Secondly, the leadership 
made no preparation whatever for strike. 
It has made no proposals to solidify the 
unions of the seventeen different inter- 
nationals to resist teh wage slashes. It 
has made no proposals for strike activ- 
ities to prepare against possible scab- 
bing. Thirdly, it made no efforts to es- 
tablish some semblance of concerted ac- 
tion on a national scale. It ia perfectly 
true that building cannot be transferred 
from one city to another, nevertheless 
the lack of concerted action has permit- 
ted opening wedges to be made In many 
cities where the building trades workers 
have already submitted to drastic wage 
cuts. Lastly, the union leadership was 
willing to accept the wage cut decree, 
had the employers remained united. 
Conditions of the Unions 

It is of course correct for unions to 
make all possible use of any break in the 
ranks of the employers ; but sueh can be 
utilized only provided the organizations 
are prepared to make a serious fight. 
Of what there is no Indication whatever. 

The building trades unions in New 
York as well as elsewhere, have suf- 
fered serious membership losses. In the 
main, this has been -due to the fact that, 
with the widespread heavy unemploy 
ment members have been unable to keep 
up their dues payments and the unions 
have failed to maintain closed shop con- 
ditions. To resist in a serious manner 
the present attacks upon the wage scale 
it is first of all necessary that real ef- 
forts should be made to regain what has 
been lost and to strengthen the unions. 
That strength, however, can be express- 
ed effectively only when the unions ar- 
rive at a basis of unity of action. That 
such is not yet the case Is amply demon 
strated by the fact that three unions 
could remain at work after the strike 
was called. Moreover, there will he lit- 
tle possibility of preventing strike break- 
ing unless such unity actually exists. 
Must Prepare to Resist 

It should be clear to the buildng trades 
workers by this time that a reduced scale 
of wages will not at ail serve to Increase 
the jobs. On the contrary, it is the con- 
tinued unemployment and the surplus of 
bands available which is being utilized 
by the employers to reduce wages and 



thus reduce the standard of living every- 
where. To this should be added, that 
acceptance of one wage cut leaves the 
road open for the employers to press for 
more. 

No matter how much the building 
trades unions have suffered from their 
own inherent craft weakness, and from 
their corrupt leadership, they are still 
the best organized section in the coun- 
try. In other words, this means that 
it is still up to them to lead the fight 
against the general wage slashing. The 
cuts already suffered should therefore 
become a serious warning that it is now 
high time to prepare to lead that fight 
and to prepare to lead it on a national 
scale. — A. 3. 
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Militant Builders 

Attention Militant Builders! To each 

comrade and sympathizer, who during 
the final month of the drive, May 1 to 
June 1, accounts for $15 S-ubs or dona- 
tions to any of our papers we will give 
a free copy of Volume 1 of comrade 
Trotsky's History of the Russian Rev- 
olution. To each comrade who falls 
short of ?15 but reaches $10, we will give 
a free copy of WHAT NEXT by comrade 
Trotsky. This is an opportunity no com- 
rade can afford to overlook. 

To the comrade who stands highest in 
the staff of Militant Builders at the close 
of the entire drive we will give free a 
bound volume of The Militant. To the 
comrade who stands second we will give 
a free copy of The Problems of the Chi- 
nese Revolution. 

The record of the builders for the 
entire drive to date with the final month 
listed in parenthesis, is as follows: 

C. Hedlund, (6)— 11; V. Dunne, (6)— 
9; L. Roseland, (3 1-2)— 5; M. Dunne, 
(3)— 8; L. Nagy, (2 1-2)— 3; C. Forsen, 
(2 1-2)— 3; L. Basky, (1 1-2)— 5; R, 
Sacharow, (1) — i; R. Ruskin, (1)— 2; 
W. Curran, (1)— 2; S. Zalmanoff, (1) — 
1; C. Cowl, (1) — 5; P. Schulman, (1)— 
1; F. Barach, (1)— 4; C. Johnson, (1) — 
2; S. Lessin, (I)— 1; N. Herman (I); 
G. R. Herman, (1); J. Ross, (1); O. 
Skoglund, 3; O. Coover, 2; J. Carr, 2; P. 
Cheloff, 2; G. Ray, 2; M. Gottlieb, 1; M. 
Koehler, 1 ; p W. Wynne, 1 ; J. Carter, 1 ; 
H. Capelia, 1; W. Herman, 1; A. 3wa- 
beck, 1; A. Glotzer, 1; L. Logan, 1; 
Kaldls, 1; M. Sterling, 1. 
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Stalinist -Lovestone Unity Negotiations 



We have received -the following two 
letters : 

I. 

Dear Comrades : 

The unity negotiations with Lovestone 
have been going on for some time Every- 
thing has been conducted in the quiet- 
through secret personal conferences— and 
nothing has been put in writing on the 
party side. This precaution was ex- 
plained to me as a measure "to prevent 
Lovestone from having anything to show 
which cannot be denied if the negotia- 
tions fall." My personal opinion, how- 
ever, is that they will come to an agree- 
ment. You may not agree with me, but 
these are my reasons. 

I do know that several meetings be- 
tween them have taken place. I under- 
stand that the C. I. representative also 
talked to Lovestone, but am not abso- 
lutely sure of this The negotiations hinge 
at present on the Erandler question. 
The C. E. C. negotiators demanded a 
statement repudiating Brandler as the 
main condition for unity. They also in- 
sisted that Lovestone issue Such a state- 
ment personally, under his own sign- 
ature, in addition to the statement by 
the group. This proposition was taken 
under advisement for some time. 

Then another conference was arranged 
and Lovestone made the following reply : 
Ho will act together with the rgoup and 
cannot issue any statement In his own 
name. The group will not Issue any 
statement against Brandler before being 
readmited into the party. However, if 
they were taken back Into the party, 
they would "submit to party discipline" 
and carry out any instructions given 
them on any question. 

A second demand o the E. C. C. I. was 
that the Lovestoneites issue a declara- 
tion to the effect that "the party line 
is right and has always been right". 
To this, Lovestone gave the same reply 
as above: no statements before the unity 
— submission to discipline, including de- 
clarations they are instructed to make 
— afterward. 

Then the C. E. C. cabled the report 
to the Comintern and asked for instruc- 
tions. A few days ago, the reply of the 
C. I., signed by Kuusinen arrived. It 
said: "Conditions not acceptable". This 
was reported to Lovestone. Up to the 
present he has not replied. 

The whole affair is provoking a new 
division in the upper circles of the in- 
formed functionaries. The former Love- 
stoneites, especially Stachel, are undoubt- 
edly in favor of the unity and will do 
all they can to help Lovestone find a 



graceful way in. The old-time Fosterites 
who have prospered in late years, are 
not very enthusiastic about the return 
of the Lovestone group and the consequ- 
ent sharpening of "competition" for the 
places, which for these people have come 
to mean life itself. But it is hard to 
get direct expressions from many of 
them. They are so afraid of getting 
cross -ways with "the C. I. line" that 
they wait to make sure what is expected 
of them before committing themselves. 

The most significant result of the un- 
ity negotiations with Lovestone is the 
effect on those who, like myself, wore 
disorientated by the "left turn". It 
was the expulsion of LbvestCne that 
really arrested our trend toward the 
Left Opposition. It certainly makes one 
feel foolish to think about it now and 
to realize that the readmission of the 
Lovestoneites will complete the circle 
and leave us where we started — with 
nothing to show for our "strategy" but 
a bad taste In the mouth. 

It will also interest you to know that 
the "Soviet- American military alliance" 
issue caused some repercussions, even in 
the apparatus. When that famous edi- 
torial came to the Daily Worker office— 
it was written, I am told, by the C. I. 
man— it evoked strenuous protest at first 
from Harry Gunnes. He is something 
of an editor or half-editor there and ho 
began to mutter something about prin- 
ciples, Marxism, etc. You- know he has 
occasional outbursts of this kind. How- 
ever, he was promptly told that this 
editorial came from "the top" and ho 
soon subsided. 

Yours, 

P. 

II. 
From a Member of the Lovestone Group 
Dear Comrades: 

Last Thursday we held a general 
membership meeting of the group and 
heard the report on the unity negotia- 
tions with the party. Lovestone made 
the report. 

He said the negotiations began several 
weeks ago soon after the unity mass 
meeting of onr group in the Labor Tem- 
ple. The first conference took place be- 
tween Lovestone and the C. I. rep. 
The C. I. rep., according to Love- 
stone, proposed that the group return 
to the party and work everything out 
gradually. Lovestone demanded as a 
condition party democracy, a full discus- 
sion and following that, a convention. 

The C. I. rep. said : "Do you mean to 
say that you want party democracy In 
(Continued on page 3) 
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IN THE CANADIAN MOVEMENT 



The State and the Trade 
Unions in Canada 

(Continued from last taw) 
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Consequently, 1'arliament in 1872 passed 
t Tr^e Union Act identical in mos 
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Tel 1 union liable to criminal prosec^ 
tion lor conspiracy or otherwise. Tins 
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Section 590 of the Criminal Code deals 
wiSTthe right to strike in these term,: 

•'No prosecution shall be maintainable 
against an, person for conspiracy in re- 
.using to work with or for any employe 
or workman or for doing any act or 
causing any act to be done for the Pur- 
pose of a combination unless such act 
L punishable by statute." Thus the 
trade unions in Canada are relieved of 
the incidence of conspiracy to a very 
limited extent. For, unfortunately for 



or professed purpose, or shall so teach, 
advocate, or defend, shall he an unlaw- 
ful association." 

Observe the neighborly conjunction of 
the words "force" and "terrorism with 
"industrial or economic change . Does 
*t require an undue stretch of imagina- 
tion to conceive that in the electric atmo- 
shere of any considerable "trade dis- 
pute" the word "force" may be construed 
to embrace forms even of slight moral 
pressure? Thus in his charge to the 
Jury Judge Metcalf in The King versus 
Bussell declared that "sometime it has 
a deterring effect upon peoples' minds by 
exposing them to have their motions 
watched and to encounter black looks 
The same judge, commenting on section 
132 of the Criminal Code which defines 
■■seditious words" as "words expressing 
a seditions intention", added that sedi- 
tion is a comprehensive term embracing 
all those practices whether, by word, 
d eed or writing which are likely to 
disturb the tranquility of the State, and 
to lead ignorant persons to endeavor to 
subvert the government and the laws of 
the Empire". The statement of objects 
not only of a union which subscribes to 
a socialist aim which as the abolition of 
the wage-system, but even of an organi- 
zation which adheres to the conservative 
slogan "a fair day's pay for a fair days 
work" may in the course of any dispute 
of consequence become "words, deeds, or 
writings, likely to disturb the tranquil- 
ity" of the employing class, their police 
and their courts. 

Picketing is a Crime and a Tort 

The right to strike, if at all effectual, 
must carry with it the corollary right to 
organize the unorganized and persuade 
them to join the strike. In this connec- 
tion. Section 501 of the Code makes it 
an indictable offence for anyone who 

wrongfully and without lawful author- 



militant functions for defensive or of- 
fensive purposes, invite legal and gov- 
ernmental strangulation at the hands of 
a capitalist class which in the epoch of 
imperialism can less than ever afford 
to yield concessions from sheer "liber, 
alism". 

The deep-going economic crisis must 
work a molecular radicalization in the 
ranks of "organized labor". The Com- 
munists should throw overboard the 
self-stultifying Stalinist approach to the 
old unions as "social Fascist". That pol- 
icy has only succeeded in wreaking the 
havoc of isolation, at a time when every 



point of militant support in the mass 
organizations was necessary in defence 
of party legality. At that, despite the 
defeatist attitude to work in the reac- 
tionary unions, dozens of the most con- 
servative locals and Trade Councils ad- 
opted the resolution circulated for the 
repeal of Section 98. The past has show- 
ed, proved, that where the charters of the 
A. F. of L. run up against the iron exig- 
encies which impel the masses to action, 
such charters have the worth of a treaty 
guaranteeing Belgian neutrality. 

—MAURICE SPECTOR. 
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■punishable by statute." The definition 
of a "trade combination" in the Code 
restricts it to the workers in the direct 
employment of the employer Involved ** 
the dispute. 1'icketing is punishab e by 
statute as "watching and besetting The 
strike of workers in -public utilities 
before Invoking the conciliatory provi- 
sions of the "Industrial Disputes Inves- 
tigation Act" is an indictable offence. A 
sympathetic strike may therefore become 
a wholesale violation of statutory pro- 
hibitions, and on top of that, a seditious 
conspiracy. 

Sympathetic Strike Illegal 

The case of the King versus Russell 
grew out of the Winnipeg General Strike 
of May 1019. The leaders were arrested 
and charged with seditious conspiracy. 
In their defence it was urged that the 
strike was the lawful act of a trade com- 
bination ■under section 590. But the 
Manitoba Court of Appeal ruled that: 

"The immunity provided by section 590 
of the (Criminal) Code does not extend 
to a general "sympathetic" strike. A 
conspiracy to bring about a Strike involv- 
ing no trade dispute between the strikers 
and their employers is illegal. The law 
in Canada applying thereto is the same 
as It was in England before the Trades 
Dispute Act of 1906, to which there js no 
similar enactment in Canada ..." 

Following the Winnipeg strike, the 
Trades and Labor Congress proposed that 
the government amend the definition of a 
"trade combination" by adding the words 
of the English Act (1906) "workmen 
means all persons employed in any trade 
or industry whether or not in the em- 
ployment of the employer directly or in- 
volved in a trade agreement". The mem- 
orandum of the Department of Justice 
was an illuminating reply wherein it was 
solemnly stated "as a principle of the 
common law . . . that a combination of 
persons to do an unlawful act or bo do 
a lawful act by unlawful means, is crim- 
inal, and it is moreover actionable civ- 
illy, If there be special damage. Com- 
patible with this rule a sympathetic 
strike cannot practically be worked." 

In other words, trade ■unions, which, 
finding the craft form utterly inadequate 
in the struggle with capitalist consolida- 
tions would parallel the latter by indus- 
trial unions, federations and alliances, 
are liable to be charged with conspiracy, 
if they engage in militant action in sup- 
port of their members working in a given 
shop for a given employer. But that is 
not all Only a strike growing out of 
a trade dispute within these narrow lim- 
its is "legal". A strike for any political 
purpose, for the release of class-war pri- 
soners, against the transport of muni- 
tions, against intervention in the affairs 
of the Soviet Union, for social insurance, 
etc., would all be held illegal conspir- 
acies. As to whether they can be "prac- 
tically worked", if the Department 
of Justice lives long enough it will yet 
learn many things contrary to statutory 
provision. 

The vulnerability of the trade unions 
to prosecution for illegal conspiracy has 
become more acute by virtue of the op- 
eration of Section 98 of the Criminal 
Code (its starting point was an order-in- 
councll issued under the War-measures 
Act). 

The section in question reads as fol- 
lows: 

"S8. Unlawful, associations. Any as- 
sociation, organization, society or corp- 
oration, whose professed purpose or one 
of whose purposes Is to bring shout any 
governmental, industrial or economic 
change within Canada by use of force, 
violence, or physical injury to person or 
property, or by threats of such injury 
or which teaches, advocates, advises or 
defends the use of force* violence, terror- 
ism, or physical injury to person or pro- 
perty, or threats of sufch injury, in order 
to accomplish such change, or for any 
other purpose or which shall by any 
means prosecute or pursue such purpose 



which he has a lawful right to do, or to 
do anything from which he has a lawful 
right to abstain . . . <f) besets or watch- 
es the house or other place where such 
other person resides or works or carries 
on business or happens to be". If, more- 
over, the "watching and besetting" am- 
ounts to a common-law nuisance, it is 
within the prohibition of the statute 
(Section 221) as "an unlawful act or 
omission to discharge a legal duty, which 
act or omission endangers the lives, 
health, property or comfort of the public, 
or by which the public are obstructed in 
the exercise or enjoyment of any right 
common to all his Majesty's subjects". 
Bennes versus The King, a decision of 
the Supreme Court of Canada practically 
decided that "peaceful picketing was 
without legal sanction, there being ao 
legislation in Canada corresponding to 
Setetion 2, subsection of the British 
Trades Dispute Act of 1906." 

As a "common-law nuisance", picket- 
ing is subject to be restricted by injunc- 
tion. Io Canada Paper vs. Brown, the 
court declared that "our Criminal Code 
fuiiy reorganizes the right of a man to 
carry on his business without interfer- 
ence, let, or hindrance." Occasionally a 
court has said "Government by injunc- 
tion is a thing abhorrent to the law of 
England and of this province." But ab 
horrent or not, the number of Injunctions 
that issue to break strikes is on the in- 
crease. 

"Dicitement to Breach of Contract" 
In the Dominion, the unions are sub- 
ject to the doctrine of the courts that 
"for a number of persons to combine to- 
gether to procure others to break con- 
tracts is unlawful, and if such others 
are induced to break and do break, their 
contracts, this constitutes an actionable 
wrong" and the unions will be mulcted 
in heavy damages". It is cold comfort 
for the trade union militant that the law 
on this subject is in a state of "chaotic 
uncertainty" and that many of the noble 
and learned law lords have confessed 
themselves baffled to draw a definite line 
between "acts whose real purpose is to 
advance the defendants' interests and 
acts whose real purpose is to injure the 
plaintiff in his trade." The British Act 
of 1906, as an aftermath of the famous 
Taff-Vale Judgment, and as a result of 
political pressure, provided that "an act 
done by a person in contemplation of a 
trade dispute shall not be actionable on 
the ground only that it induces some 
other person to break a contract of em- 
ployment, or that it is an interference 
with the trade, business, or employment 
of some other person ..." A further 
provision at that time relieved the unions 
of liability "under the doctrine of "civil 
conspiracy." 

The Criminal Code further makes cer- 
tain statutory breaches of contract in- 
dictable offences. The worker connected 
with the supply of power, light, gas, 
water, or railroads who "wilfully breaks 
any contract made by him" etc., that is 
who may desire to strike without the 
preliminaries of notice, negatiation, or 
"conciliation" is subject to fine or im- 
prisonment. 

III. 
This bare outline of the legal vulner- 
ability of the trade unions in the Domin- 
ion, should indicate how fatal on their 
part would be a policy of "neutrality", 
of indifferently passing by, like the Bib- 
lical Levite, on the other side of the 
road, while the Government "is throttling 
the revolutionary vanguard. The Trades 
Congress officialdom has on several oc- 
casions, under rank and file pressure, 
made "representations" to the govern- 
ment, for the repeal or "amendment" of 
the obnoxious sections of the Code. But 
something more is required than a legal 
brief, read to a cabinet minister by a 
bureaucrat deputation. Whatever conces- 
sions have been wrung from the capital- 
ist class in the past have been along 
the way of mass struggle and political 
action. Unions which abandon their 



Although figures for the first week 
of the final mouth of the drive are not 
complete as we go to press (Thursday) 
we are able, on the basis of preliminary 
reports, to say that the drive has open- 
ed very encouragingly with $100.00 to- 
wards our goal realized in less than a 
week. Our comrades and sympathizers 
all over the country are beginning to 
respond to our appeal for their assistance 
in making this drive a success. A com- 
rade from Los Angeles writes, in re- 
newing his subscription: "Just a few 
words about The Militant from an old 
party member. la the literature of the 
official party press of this country, each 
number of The Militant is like an in- 
vigorating breeze over a stagnant pool. 
Though disagreeing with the party on a 
number of questions The Militant is 
blasting its way to the hearts and minds 
of many party members and sympath- 
izers by introducing healthy discus- 
sions among the radical workers." 

Another comrade, from Chicago, 
writes: "Just a few minutes after read- 
ing the appeal for funds in The Mili- 
tant I found the enclosed bill being 
wafted in the breeze down Michigan 
Boulevard. The Chicago branch gets 
credit for this I understand." Xou bet! 

Against our goal of $1,000, we have 
already realized $100. This is due prin- 
cipally to the splendid showing made 
by the New York and Minneapolis 
branches. The quotas and results which 
we give below tell a story more eloquent 
than words. 



ST 



LETTERS FROM THE MILITANTS 



Quota 
New York 325 

Minneapolis $200 

Chicago $100 

Toronto $70 

Philadelphia $^0 

Cleveland $40 

Boston $40 

Newark $35 

Kansas City $30 

St. Louis $25 

Los Angeles 335 

Youngstown $10 

New Haven ¥10 

Montreal $10 

Duluth $10 

Springfield, III $10 

W. Frankfort, 111. .. $10 

Trenton $ 5 

Miscellaneous 



Reported 

$58 
$27.50 
$ 3.00 



$ 2.00 



$ 2.00 



$7.00 



$1,000.00 



$100.00 



The good showing made by New York 
is the result of its successful affair held 
April 30 with which it opened the final 
month of the drive. As previously re- 
ported the admission price of 25 cents 
entitled the holder to an 8 issue sub to 



The Militant. This unique idea conceived 
and carried thru by the captains of the 
New York teams, comrades Craine and 
liord, resulted in 29 new subs being 
added to New York's total. These 20 
trial subs together with 4 others which 
the branch accounted for during the past 
week make its total to date, 71 and place 
it at the head of the standing once 
more. Will it be able to maintain its 
lead in face of Minneapolis' determined 
drive is the question everyone is asking. 

Minneapolis continuing its powerful 
drive accounted for fifteen subs to The 
Militant, 4 to Unser Kantf and 2 to 
Young Spartacus. But what subs! They 
amount to $27.50. One is a sub comrade 
Hedlund, our leading Militant Builder, 
got for two and a half years. Another 
is one comrade Curran got by persuading 
a member of the opposing team, comrade 
Zalmanoff, to sign on the dotted line. 
Comrades, this method should not be 
overlooked ! 

Comrade Coover's report bodes no good 
for the other branches. "The April 
Militant drive in Minneapolis is closed. 
The No. 1 Team, M. Dunne, captain, 
scored a total to April 30, of 51 1-4 
points. Not bad. But the No. 2 Team, 
Bill Curran, captain, scored a total of 
56 1-2 points, giving it a lead of 5 1-4 
points. The No. 2 Team should be the 
guests at the press entertainment but it 
looks now as if it will take all the mem- 
bers of both team to do the honors for 
the guests at the entertainment when it 
is finally pulled off. We are going to 
give the other hranches a trimming in 
the question of the quotas as well as the 
final stage of the drive. I think the 
above figures will take care of New 
York to date on the sub drive in spite 
of their excellent idea of giving an 8 
issue sub with each 25 cents admission. 
You will hear more from Minneapolis in 
the future." 

To this honor roll must be added com- 
rade Sacharow's report of the doings of 
the Chicago branch. "The branch has 
been divided into two teams and we may 
yet finish the sub campaign with a 
bang." Go to it, Chicago ! 

The standing of the branches reads 
as follows : 

New York, 71; Minneapolis, 64; Chi- 
cago, 12 ; Newark, 4 ; Boston, 4 ; Youngs- 
town, 4 ; Miscellaneous, 25. 

St. Louis, Philadelphia, and Montreal 
remain where they were last week at 
$1 each. The total has risen to 187, an 
increase of 60 over last week. Excel- 
lent ! But not enough ! The other 
branches should snap into it. It is not 
late. Let us hear from them ! 

Now everybody into the second week 
of the drive ! This is collection week. 
Let us see what can be done ! 



A. F. of L. Fakers Betray 
Sign Writers 

NEW YORK, N. Y.— 

The strike conducted by Sign Writers' 
Local 230 of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America has ended in defeat for the 
workers. The union instead of renewing 
its agreement with the bosses which ex- 
pired on March 30th was forced to grant 
a ten per cent cut. The rank and file 
of the union was persuaded by its bur- 
eaucratic leadership against its own in- 
terests to give the bosses the right to 
hire and tire and lay off at will. The 
union has also relinquished its control 
over overtime work. The bosses no long- 
er need the union's permission to order 
the workers to work longer than the 
eight hours which now constitute the 
working day. There is now no practical 
difference in essentials between the un- 
ionized and non-union shops. 

The union bureaucrats succeeded in 
putting through a change in the agree- 
ment : the bosses agreed to allow helpers 
to do apprentices' work and vice versa. 
This practically wipes out the difference 
between these workers. The helpers are 
a large majority of the workers in the 
trade. With unemployment at about 
sixty iter cent, the bosses will give work 
to the helpers at the expense of the 
apprentices, satisfy temporarily and to 
some extent the dissatisfaction of the 
helpers, and enable the union officials to 
maintain their highly paid positions and 
the fiction that they serve the workers' 
interests. It is an old trick. Only work- 
ers ignorant of the fathomless corrup- 
tion and treachery of A. F. of L. bur- 
eaucrats could be taken in by so palpably 
treacherous a maneuver 

In a union controlled by the workers 
in their own interests the formal elim- 
ination of the difference between help- 
ers and apprentices already accomplished 
in reality,, would be made a progressive 
step. Wide awake class conscious work- 
ers would fight to make this step con- 
ditional upon the introduction of the six 
hour day without reduction in pay and 
upon the same wage scale for apprentices 
and helpers. 

The strike failed principally because 
the bosses were able to keep their shops 
running full blast without any difficulty. 
Scabbing by unemployed open shop 
workers and by members of the union 
was prevalent. To add their treacherous 
bit the union bureaucrats fooled the 
workers into picketing — not the shops 
where the scab displays were made — but 
the Broadway moving picture theatres 
where some of the signs were displayed! 
To consummate their treachery the 
bureaucrats called upon a representative 
of the district council of the Brother- 
hood to put over the wage cut. This 
professional betrayer with a face as 
white as a cheese mouthed phrases about 
militancy, fighting, the working el ass, 
ad nauseam. His conclusion was — a ten 
per cent cut! The workers harried by 
the fear of permanently losing their jobs 
by trying to maintain an ineffective 
strike, and bamboozled by the district 
council representative's demagogy, voted 
without dissent for the cut and the eli- 
mination from the agreement of the 
clauses demanded hy the bosses. 



The Negro and the Class Struggle 



(Continued from last issue) [society, does not necessarily signify na- 

Revolutlons and civil wars are always tional minority. On the other hand, 

followed by "counter revolution" (reac- racial oppression does not always mean 



tion, terror, etc. against the exploited.) 
unless the workers are able to carry the 
civil war over to the point where they 
seize power for themselves. During the 
struggle, concessions are necessary to 
gain the support of the exploited for the 
exploiters' war. But once the former 
exploiter is defeated, the new exploiter 
makes haste to bring about a new align- 
ment with the former enemy, under the 
hegemony of the new exploiter, against 
the exploited. The results of the civil 
war only confirmed this truth again. 

The legal forms of capitalist rule wer* 
not suflicient for the needs of the planta- 
tion owners of the south. Lynch law 
was added — a necessary measure used 
against the whole exploited class when- 
ever the formal legal means do not suf- 
fice to keep them in check. Lynch law 
exists for the Negro every minute of the 
day and night. But it is not the elim- 
ination of the lynch law that will free 
the Negro. Rather lynch law, as such, 
can only be done away with hy the over- 
throw of capitalism. In the struggle to 
overthrow capitalism a necessary part 
is the constant struggle against lynch 
law and all forms of discrimination (dis- 
criminating law prohibiting admittance 
to, public and private buildings, schools 
'universities, parka, etc. ; restrictions re- 
garding jury service and civil service; 
disf ranch tsment ; prohibition of inter- 
marriage ; lease system, chain gangs, etc,, 
and admittance to working class organi- 
zations, trade unions etc.) 

The Negro in America — bourgeoisie, 
petit-bourgeoisie, farmer and worker — 
stands as an oppressed racial minority, a 
national minority. Of course they are 
a minority of the nation; and in this 
sense, a mechanical one, they are a na- 
tional minority. But in the political 
sense it Is not so. A national minority 
are a people not only with racial differ- 
ences, but a people with special differ- 
ences of language, custom an* religion, 
or with a separate national character or 
national interests. Politically speaking, 
national minorities always have the in- 
tegral element or racial minority (race 
or branch of race). But a racial min- 
ority, in the hodge-podge of capitalist 



the oppression of a national minority. 
This oppression may be inflicted on a 
national majority, as in the case of China 
and India. One could give countless ex- 
amples of this kind in the past history. 

America, the outstanding representa- 
tive of Capitalism, is the best example 
to show the differences between a racial 
minority and a national minority. Am- 
erica is now a nation and its people take 
pride in their nationality, regardless of 
the descent, especially those Americans 
of the second and third generation of 
foreign descent. In the United States we 
find many racial groups making up the 
nation as "Americans". The Swedes, 
English, Spanish or French born in Am- 
erica, who may still have the "pure 
Blood" of their race, can be considered 
as a racial minority (races of Europe) of 
the population of the United States. In 
this way they are catalogued mechanic- 
ally as part of a national group. But, 
in spite of this, they cannot be consi- 
dered as a national minority in the pol- 
itical sense. 

The Negro was brought from Africa, 
from a system of Barbarism where na- 
tions aa political states were only in, 
the process of formation. He was hur- 
ried through the process and now is part 
of Capitalism. He brought with him 
raeial characteristics, as well as tradi- 
tions and modes of the past. However, 
his life in America has overbalanced 
that which was brought from the past, 
has modified it, has changed it. Capital- 
ist America as forced him to adopt the 
language and religion and modes of the 
country and of the economic system as 
the DETERMINING FACTORS of this 
part of his make-up. The more com- 
plicated economic structure here in Am- 
erica has swallowed up the past. And, 
although it cannot be eliminated and ex- 
presses itself in the new make-up, it is 
not the determining factor of the Amer- 
ican Negro. 

As an oppressed racial minority it is 
one question, and the question is the 
race form of the Class struggle. As an 
oppressed national minority it is another 
question. The attempt to construe the 
Negro question this way can only result, 



not in nationalism for the Negro, but In 
national reformism for the "Marxist". 
The idea of Self determination for na- 
tional minorities (which include races or 
racial groups) is a compromise and con- 
cession ; it is a transitional measure, a 
weapon against capitalism, providing it 
is used at the proper time, where, 
no other road out is possible. This Is 
not the situation in America with the 
American Negro, <as ihe Stalinites con- 
tend. 

Objective conditions are still on the 
move for the Negro, and particularly 
since the world war. The shortage of 
labor in the War period, the stoppage 
of the immigration flow, and the devel- 
opment of capitalism at a faster pace in 
the South — ail this moved the Negro into 
the stream of class struggle. The racial 
expression of the oppression of the Negro 
is no reason for a revolutionist to see 
the form ( racial oppression ) and en- 
large this out of its true relation to the 
content of the class struggle. 

The decisive section of the Negroes, 
in relation to the problem considered, 
is no longer the one which is "half 
slaves-half serfs", it is not petty bour- 
geois Negro. The decisive section in the 
class struggle, in the North aa well as 
the South — In America as a whole, which 
is the proper way to look at the problem 
—is the Negro proletariat. His weight 
as a proletarian, if it is the decisive 
part (and even Stalinism does not deny 
this in words), will make up for his 
weakness in the "South" where Stalin- 
ism says the slogan of Self Determina- 
tion Is necessary. 

The complicated race form of the class 
struggle for the Negro lays the main bur- 
den upon the Negro proletariat in rela- 
tion to She rest of the Negroes, but not 
in relation to the white proletariat. The 
main burden of the relation of the Negro 
to the white proletariat rests upon the 
shoulders of the latter. The white work- 
er must be ready to meet the Negro more 
than half way. He must go to the 
point — no matter how far— for the vic- 
tory of the workers over capitalism. The 
Negro worker is necessary part of this 
problem for the victory not of the white 
workers but of the WORKERS regard- 
less of their race. 

(Continued in next issue) 



Against the future attacks which their 
present victory will embolden the boss- 
es to make, the workers must prepare. 
They must seriously undertake a cam- 
paign to organize the trade. As a pre- 
requisite condition for this they must 
drastically reduce the enormously high 
initiation fees which is $500 for helpers. 
(In our leter in The Militant of April 
18th we used in this connection, the In- 
correct formulation : "— —they must 
abolish the initiation fees.") The work- 
ers must propose the same wage scale 
for apprentices and helpers. The divi- 
sion into apprentices and helpers no 
longer corresponds to any real difference 
between them and serves only the inter- 
ests of the bureaucrats by enabling them 
to play off the helpers against the ap- 
prentices or the other way around. The 
workers must also set up as one of their 
demands the six hoar day with no reduc- 
tion in pay. The six hour day is entirely 
practicable in the trade and can put back 
to work many workers now vainly look- 
ing for jobs. 

These demands are the essentials of 
a program for which the workers can 
fight in resisting the attacks on the boss- 
es. In trying to realize these demands 
they will have to fight the enemy in the 
union— the bureaucratic misleaders. This 
should not deter them. It is the road 
all workers in the A. F. of L. have to 
travel in fighting for their interests. 
— T. STAMM. 

To the Greek Party 
Members and Sympathizers 

As you know from our reply to the 
Greek Stalinist bureaucrats which we 
printed in No. 4 of Oommunistes, we still 
maintain that the Empros, one sidedness 
wfth regard to the local Greek press is 
very detrimental to the Communist move- 
ment because it creates fatal illusions 
among the workers that it is possible 
for some capitalist newspapers to sup- 
port the interests of the working class. 
Thanks to our vigilance and the Bol- 
shevik criticism of the rank and file 
workers, the Stalinist bureaucrats were 
forced to change slightly their one sided- 
ness and to attack the Atlantis, But at 
the same time we warned you that only 
through your constant vigilance and crit- 
icism we will succeed to force the Greek 
Stalinists to occupy themselves against 
both the Atlantis and the National Her- 
ald and also to utilize the precious col- 
umns of the Empros for the most burn- 
ing questions of the class struggle. 

The Stalinist editor in a signed state- 
ment attempts to justify himself with 
petty arguments which have nothing in 
common with Communist principles and 
thus he commits the worst blunders. 

He froths at the ignorance of the 
party members of New York City and 
of a certain leading comrade outside of 
New York — whose letter and name are 
wisely withheld from the comrades — be- 
cause they are blind and therefore can't 
see his brilliant scheme Of capturing the 
Greek workers from the opium of the 
capitalists. 

His wisdom revealed to all the ignor- 
amuses that the National Herald is an 
anti-Soviet sheet and supporter of Tam- 
many Hall and as such should be at- 
tacked and destroyed, but he is unable 
to attack the Atlantis because he lacks 
the documents. 

You very well know that Atlantis is a 
monarchist liaper and a supporter of 
the Republican party and therefore no 
different in any degree as a class enemy 
from the National Herald. 

Ironically enough, the Atlantis of April 
30th, in an editorial, attacked the Soviet 
Union for its friendly attitude towards 
the "barbarians of the Near East, the 
Turks", and lamented the fall of the 
Romanoffs who have always supported 
the Greeks and the Greek Orthodox 
Church while the Bolsheviks supported 
Kemal Pasha to defeat the Greeks in 
Asia Minor. No comment is needed. 

Every capitalist newspaper, without 
exception, is either an open or a conceal- 
ed enemy of the working class and as 
such should never be spared from the 
attacks of a Communist organ. 

To every genuine Communist there is 
no difference between a Tammany of a 
Republican organ and therefore any 
leniency or preference is detrimental to 
the movement. 

Demand from the bureaucrats for ex- 
plain in detail the reasons for the pseudo- 
radical attitude of the two newspapers 
as we did in our thesis: Although at pre- 
sent they have^lost the confidence of the 
workers this fact should not deceive us 
and put us to sleep, but ought to keep 
us alert in order to fight effectively every 
new attempt of the capitalists to organ- 
ize new (types) forms of organizations 
and it is not at all impropable (In order 
to arrest the radicalization of the work- 
ers) that they may adopt a progressive 
(socialist) program. 

Comrades: Do you expect the high 
priests of Stalinism to correct this 
petty bourgeois editor. Only through 
your Bolshevik insistence some changes 
can be affected. The bureaucrats may 
undertake the usual task of making the 
editor a scapegoat but this does not 
whitewash their responsibility. The ap- 
pointment of another mercenary without 
your eonsulatlon and freedom of cri- 
ticism will not cure the evil. 

It is your duty to demand freedom 
of discussion without fear of expulsion. 
The fact that the editor himself ad- 
mits that many comrades share our opin- 
ions in this specific question proves that 
our criticism Is healthy and unmasks 
the slanders and calumnies of the ap- 
pointed leaders. 

Read The Militant every week for new 
developments. 

— EDITORIAL BOARD 
OF OOMMUNISTES. 
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For a Turn in the Policy of the C. P. G. 



BERLIN, GERMANY 



i from the Marxian line. How were the 



"The attitude of a political party to- new members trained? On the basis of 



ward Its mistakes is the most important 
and surest criterion of the sincerity of 
the party and the actual fulfilment of its 
•duties to its class and to the working 
masses. To acknowledge a mistake 
openly, to lay bare its causes, to analyze 
throughly the circumstances which 
brought it about, soundly to test the 
means for the eradication of mistakes — 
fihese are the characteristics of a sincere 
party, this means to fulfill its duties, to 
train and teach the ciass and then also 
the masses". (Lenin, Works, Vol. 25, 
page 243.) 

• • • • 



About 38.6 million votes were cast in 
the run -off elections. From this number 
Hindenburg received in round figures 
10,350,000, the absolute majority. Hitler, 
13,417,000 and Thaelmann 3,706,000. Hin- 
denburg succeeded in winning about 
800,000 votes as against the first election. 
Hitler about 2,080,000 while Thaelmann 
lost 1,276,000 votes. The 2.0 million 
voters who voted in the first election 
for Duestenberg went over in the run- 
off election mostly to Hitler. 

De Rote Fahne of March 15th wrote 
immediately after the elections of March 
13th that "the five million Thaelmann 
voters of March 13th are the most class- 
conscious, revolutionary determined part 
of the proletariat." The whole party 
press considered the votes cast for 
Thaelmann "as a clear avowal of revolu- 
tionary class struggle". Doubtless, a 
great number of votes lost by Thaelmann 
in the run-off elections are to be found 
among the abstainers. The results of 
the election, in a series of proletarian 
districts, however, give a terrifying pic- 
ture of the confusion created by the 
Stalin-Thaelmann leadership in the Com- 
munist ranks of Germany. In Red 
Wedding, in Berlin, Hindenburg received 
98,398 (during the first elections 96,843), 
Hitler 40,616 (35,851 and Duestenberg 
12,274). Thaelmann 77,755 (90,693). 
Similar changes from Thaelmann to 
Hitler occured also in Neukoelln, Fried- 
richshain and Spandau, where at least 
1,000 Communist voters gave their votes 
in the run-off elections to Hitler. Such 
is the picture in Berlin. In the country 
it stands out even in bolder relief. In 
the voting district of Leipzig, Duesten- 
berg received on March I3th 36,000 votes. 
Thaelmann lost 23.000, Hitler won 59,000 
In the district of Dresden-Bautzen : Dues- 
tenberg had 77,500 votes. Hindenberg 
won 15,000, Hitler 92,000, Thaelmann 
lost 38,000. In the district Chemnitz- 
Zwickau : Duestenberg had 35,000, Hin- 
denburg won 35,000, Hitler 70,000. 
Thaelmann lost 50,000 votes. Similar 
and more striking results are to be 
observed in Mannheim, Frankfort O. M-, 
I lessen and other districts. 

Die Bote Fahne cannot deny the fact 
of the swinging over of Communist 
voters to Hitler. It was forced to ad- 
mit it in the issue of April I2th where 
it states that "the attempt of the Hit- 
ler and Hindenburg parties to break 
through the Communist front was re- 
pelled . . . Only a very small number 
allowed itself to be misled into casting 
its votes for one or the other of the 
bourgeois candidates". What do these 
words mean? They mean nothing else 
but that in a time especially favorable 
for a Communist advance, a Communist 
party states with satisfaction that its 
class enemy, which is doomed by history 
to disappearance, has not succeeded in 
breaking through the Communist front 
and that— nevertheless, where it did 
succeed— the whole question was only of 
a small number of Communist hangers- 
on. This the bankrupt party bureau- 
cracy writes at a time when the Com- 
munist Party of Germany could day in 
and day out have made inroads into the 
reformist and potty -bourgeois cam pa. 

How coui<i matters go so far, however, 
that Communist voters give their votes 
to Hindenberg and even to Hitler? Were 
the party comrades in the shops and em- 
ployment exchanges then really fully 
armed against the theory of the "lesser 
evil" of the S. P. G.? They reproached 
the S. P. G. workers as being for Hin- 
denburg and therefore also for the re- 
action. This was correct. But [his 
argument could not carry great weight 
since tke leadership of Thaelmann 
plunged the party into the policy of "re- 
ferendum s" together with the Nazis. 
The S. P. G. workers replied to them: 
Well, if you, Communists, carried through 
together with Hitler the referendum in 
Prussia against Severing-Braun and are 
now pursuing the same policy in Saxony 
and Oldenburg, why can't we come out 
against Hitler with Severing-Braun? II 
for you Hitler is the "lesser evil" then 
Hindenburg can be the same for us! 

In this way the party bureaucracy has 
robbed the party comrades of the possi- 
bility of convincing the S. P. G. work- 
ers. The theory of the "lesser evil" can 
celebrate victory due to the help render- 
ed it by the Thaelmann leadership. 

How could Hitler obtain Communist 
votes? One must not forget for a mo- 
ment that the majority of the party 
members consist now of new members 
recruited between the years 1930-31-32. 
These youthful elements naturally lack- 
ed Marxian training and Marxian tradi- 
tions. It was the duty of the Commun- 
ist party to supplement what was lacking 
through struggle and training. This 
could not happen because the policy of 
the party, particularly during these 
years, is a whole chain of back-sliding 



the people's revolution, on the basis of 
programs for national and soeiai libera- 
tion, on the basis that the S. P. G. is 
now the main enemy, on the basis of 
"leave the trade-unions" (K. T. U. O. 
policy), on the basis of common refer- 
endums with the Nazis, on a rejection of 
the United Front with the S. P. G. and 
other worker's organizations. Is it 
any wonder then thaf a number of the 
youthful strata of the proletariat so 
trained should, out of despair over the 
failures of the party, give its votes to 
the class enemy in order to "cut the knot 
faster"? Are the party members of 
Magdeburg to blame who declared In a 
party conference that they had voted for 
Hitler in order to hasten tie decisions, 
since Remmele had stated "after the 
Fascists, we come"? Their action is a 
product of the criminal policy which the 
present party leadership pursues. Not 
they are to blame but rather those very 
Stalinist theoreticians who confuse the 
Communist ranks. Is it not frightful 
when the Vorwaerts, the organ of the 
party of organized betrayal of the In- 
terests of the proletariat, dares to write 
on the Hth of March of the "betrayal 
of the C. P. G."! Not the "counter- 
revolutionary" Trostkyists supply the 
S. P. G. leaders with arguments but 
solely and alone the present Thaelmann 
leadership. 

The Fascist danger is great but the 
proletariat is not yet beaten. The recent 
demonstrations in the country, and es- 
pecially in Berlin, show an upsurge of 
the Berlin proletariat not witnessed in 
many years. The Communist demonstra- 
tion as well as that of the "Iron Front" 
tilled the Lustgarten and the neighboring 
streets. Contrarwise, the demonstration 
of the Nazis was very small. That 
means that the proletariat is absolutely 
clear that the decision between them and 
the Fascists wili be carried out into the 
streets. Significant of the demonstration 
of the "Iron Front" was the fact that 



the S. P. G. speakers were applauded 
only when they spoke of the extra-par- 
liamentary struggle against Fascism. 
Their speeches on the republic and the 
Weimar constitution were listened to in 
silence by the demonstrators. The fact 
that the Reichsbanner workers no long- 
er, as formerly, withdraw before the 
Fascists but instead, actually defend 
themselves against them, shows that they 
are prepared against the will of their 
leaders to fight on the streets. 

These heartening tidings the Thael- 
mann leadership does not know how to 
use. Instead of the constant prattling 
that Severing is a "social Fascist" and 
of writing in several passages of the 
ediotrial in the Bote Fahne of April 7th 
that "Severing cannot prohibit the S. A. 
(fascist Storm Divisions)" it is the 
task of the party to use Severing's "ac- 
tions" for the purposes of the revolution. 
The fact that the Fascists are ready to 
go so far as to poison the water-supply 
in the proletarian quarters by means of 
aniline dyes in order to come to power- 
as the documents from Wiesbaden testify 
should have served as the occasion for 
the party to carry through a decisive 
turn in the united front question. Here 
the possibility was given for the ap- 
proach to the S. P. G. and to the trade- 
unions for the purpose of establishing 
the "class front of the proletariat". 
What a tremendous impression — just im- 
agine — would this united march of the 
Berlin proletariat have made on the bour- 
geois and the Fascisst. Such an outpour- 
ing would have filled three Lustgartens 
— a million Berlin workers on the 
streets. 

And now in the Prussian elections it 
is not a question of normal parliamentary 
elections. Much more is involved ! The 
policy of legalism of the Fascists is to 
come to a definite conclusion with this. 
They are still afraid of an open conflict 
with the working class although the 
workers are not yet fused into a united 
front. The conquest of the state appar- 
atus in Prussia by legal means is to 
serve them as the necessary condition 



for the successful outcome of their extra- 
parliamentary struggle for power. It is 

not the task of the Communists to sup- 
port the Brauu- Severing Government 
against the Fascists, that is clear. Still 
less is it the task of the Communists to 
support the Fascists, to make easier their 
road to power. The problem of the 
party now is to place itself in the fore- 
front of the struggle against Fascism. 
Lenin demanded of a Communist party 
the re-examination of its policies, the 
open acknowledgement of its mistakes. 
This must take place now, re-examina- 
tion of the whole policy of recent years, 
acknowledgment before the working class 
of mistakes made. Turn towards the S. 
P. G. workers and trade-unionists, scrap 
the national-Bolshevik theories, — a uni- 
ted front with the S. P. G. and the free 
trade unions. It must not happen as 
lately in Hamburg that the Reichsbanner 
workers attacked by Fascists refused the 
aid of Communists with the words : 
"You are exactly like the Fascists". 
Stop all referendums together with the 
Fascists. This makes the gulf hetween 
the S. P. G. and C. P. G. workers only 
greater. 

The comrades of Charlottenburg-Beriin 
have voted in four of the party units 
with 85 votes to 15, against the theory 
of "social Fascism". This is a tremen- 
dous step forward in view of tie con- 
ditions within the party. All worker 
Communists must follow this example. 
Tear into tatters the "general line" of 
the policy of defeat put forward by the 
party bureaucracy! Demand internal 
party bureaucracy! Set everything into 
motion for a turn in the paty policy! 
Demand the extra-ordinary party con- 
gress! Without a thorough reform of 
the party no vcltory over Fascism, no 
struggle for the dictatorship of the pro- 
letariat is possible. Only in the way of 
Lenin— by an open change of policy be- 
fore the whole class, by taking into ac- 
count the currents among the masses, 
by pushing them forward with a correct 
policy — only in this way is the victory 
of the proletariat conceivable. 

— PBBMANENTE REVOLUTION 
(April 15, 1932) 



GERMAN SKETCHES 



While the editorials of the Permanente 
Revolution permit the foreign comrades 
to get a good view of the fundamental 
lines of development In Germany, we 
slrould like to supplement them with the 
following few character sketches, so as 
to lend concreteness to the picture. 
Minister of the Interior Groener 

The most typical and the most promin- 
ent representative of the present method 
of domination of the German bourgeoisie 
is undoubtedly this Suablan general who 
conceals beneath his demonstrative mufti 
the good old Prussian warrior heart. 
The head of the government, the Catholic 
Bruening, remains in the background, in 
line with the very best Jesuit traditions. 
It is preferable for them to have the 
General act as the symbol of the success- 
es, and in the last analysis, of the fail- 
ures of the regime of emergency de- 
crees. The German bourgeoisie— which 
is still attempting to veer in its course 
between Fascism and democracy and is 
therefore forced, as never hefore, to con- 
duct a policy of negotiations, of betray- 
als, of masked brutality — could not have 
found a better representative then this 
imperial general who was elastic enough, 
on the day of the collapse of the Em- 
pire, to save himself through an imme- 
diate and determined collaboration with 
the people whom he only yesterday had 
called traitors to the country, with the 
actual traitors to their class, with Ehert, 
Soheidemann and Co. 

The policy which General and Minister 
of the Interior Groener carried out in the 
14 days that Intervened between the first 
and second ballots of the presidential 
elections, permits one to get a good grasp 
of the present as well as of the future 
orientation of the German bourgeoisie. 
In these weeks there took place the 
"sensational exposures" of Severing re- 
garding the putschist plans of the Nazis, 
Groener, who is still in power— today, 
perhaps together with the social dem- 
ocrats and tomorrow most certainly, to- 
gether with the Nazis is doing everything 
to discredit and to cow bis faithful so- 
cial democrats. Coolly smiling, he de- 
clared that these plans had also been 



Mine Ycari o g fag Straggle of I'"! '-** Opposition 



The German Revolution of 1923 and the «Lessons of October» 



A sharp dividing line marks off the 
period of the growth and progress «f 
its decline and opportunist degeneration 
under the regime of S tali n-Zino vie v- 
Bucharin. This line is drawn by the rev- 
olutionary events In Germany towards 
the end of 1923 and the disputes that 
arose in the Russian party and the In- 
ternational around the lessons to he 
drawn from them. Just as the Bolshevik 
party grew steel-hard in the study of 
the 1905 revolution and the refutation of 
the Menshevik conception of its nature 
and problems, so Bolshevism today can 
be strengthened only in the study — not 
merely of the successful October rev- 
olution of 1017, but also of the defeated 
revolutions in Germany of 11123 and in 
China of 1925-1927. It is to an appraisal 
ot the missed revolution in 1923 that 
comrade Trotsky devoted himself in his 
famous work "The Lessons of October". 
The German Situation in 1933 
The utumn of 1923 found Germany 
confronted with a revolutionary situa- 
tion of the highest order. The country 
was passing through a violent crisis, 
greatly accentuated by the French oc- 
cupation of the Ruhr which threatened 
to give Europe the acute war aspect that 
the Versailles Treaty was supposed to 
have ended. Not only were the masses 
of the workers expressing their mood by 
flocking to the standard of the Com- 
munist party — which was then reaching 
the highest point it has ever attained — 
but even the petty bourgeoisie, disinte- 
grating, declassed and impoverished was 
being rallied in great numbers to the 
organizing center of the revolution. The 
nationalists and Fascists had by no 
means the scope and power which they 
enjoy at the present moment, for ex- 
ample, and the main bulwark of the 
capitalist regime, the social democracy, 
was experiencing a process of disinte- 
gration and dislocation to the Left. 

Every day brought increasing diffi- 
culties for the bourgeoisie desperately 
seeking for a way out of its crisis. Ev. 
ery day brought new accretions of 
strength to the Communists. The wide- 
spread network of factory councils was 
in the hands of the revolutionists. Every 
important factory had its militant "pro- 
Ietarische Hunderschaften", the well-knit 
nucleus for tomorrow's Red Guard. In 
Saxony and Thuringia, coalition govern- 
ments had been formed by the "Left" 
social democrats and the Communists 
which, despite the radically false policies 
pursued in them by the Communist min- 
isters, gave an index of the tremendous 
strength commanded by the party. So 
ripe was the situation that, as Trotsky 
says, "it became quite clear that the 
German bourgeoisie could extricate itself 
from this 'inextricable' position only if 
the Communist party did not understand 
at the right time that the position of the 
bourgeoisie was 'inextricable' and did 
not draw the necessary revolutionary 
conclusions." 

The tragic outcome of the German 
revolution of 1023 was due, however, 
precisely to the fact that the German 
party leadership, and more than that, 
the leadership of the Communist In- 



ternational, did not understand what It 
should have, and, by its capitulation with- 
out a Struggle, enabled the German bour- 
egoisie to get that breathing space 
which, with subsequent aid llrom the 
United States in the form of the Dawes 
Plan, was the direct precursor of the 
socalled stabilization of Europe and the 
decline of the revolutionary wave. 

In the face of its imperative tasks, 
with all the chances in its favor, when 
the moment came to strike the German 
party leadership simply quit the field of 
battle, permitted the armed intervention 
of the reactionary troops without offer- 
ing resistance, and surrendered its posi- 
tions without firing a shot. Only in 
Hamburg did heroic rear-guard street 
battles take place a3 a result of the 
failure of the Central Committee to ar- 
rive in time with the instructions chang- 
ing the plan of battle previously arrived 
at. 

How was it possible for such a situa- 
tion to develop, with all the disastrous 
consequences which it subsequently en- 
tailed? The then leaders of the Inter- 
national, Zinoviev, Bucharin and Stalin, 
explained the whole thing away with a 
deceptive simplicity : Brandler and Thal- 
heimer, the heads of the German party, 
were to blame. The whole trouble lay, 
you see, in the fact that they had played 
a "parliamentary comedy" in the 
eoalition government in Saxony and had 
failed to strike the decisive blow at the 
right time. But, added the Russian 
trinity, (and in this they were echoed 
by Brandler and Thalheimer), the rev- 
olutionary situation is still aheadl A 
mistake has been made which we will 
easily and swiftly repair by putting the 
"Left" faction at the head of the party 
and removing Brandler and Thaelheimer. 
With a "Bolshevik" leadership and the 
revolutionary situation still at hand, the 
whole mistake will be made good and, 
incidentally, our wisdom and prestige 
will not only remain unimpaired hut will 
be greatly enhanced in the minds oC the 
party members. 

In other words, the "art" of their lead- 
ership consisted exclusively of learning 
nothing from the events, of teaching 
nothing about their essential lessons, of 
finding a scapegoat upon whom the blame 
for the difficulties might be sniffed, and 
of preserving intact the myth of bureau- 
cratic infallibility. 



the problems confronting the German and 
Bulgarian party leaders on the eve of 
their insurrections and how they failed 
to solve them with either resolution or 
success. An excellent summary of the 
key points in this work was made sub- 
sequently by comrade Trotsky himself. 
"The Ideas set out by me in the "Les- 
sons of October" retain their full strength 
even now. Yes, even more, they receive 
confirmation over and over again after 
1924. 

"Among the numerous difficulties in a 
proletarian revolution there Is a parti- 
cular, definite, specific difficulty. It 
arises out of the position and tasks of 
revolutionary party leadership. Even the 
most revolutionary parties run the risk 
of confronting the events, slogan and 
measures of struggle of yesterday that 
are being sharply precipitated, with the 
new tasks and requirements. And there 
cannot, after all, be a sharper turn of 
events than that required by the armed 
uprising. It is right here that the dan- 
ger also arises that the policy of the 
party leadership and the party In gen- 
eral does not correspond to the action of 
the class and the requirements of the 
situation. During a relatively tranquil 
course of political life, such a contra- 
diction can be straightened out, even 
though with losses, yet without a catas- 
trophe. But in a period of violent crisis, 
it is precisely time that is lacking to 
eliminate this contradiction and to re- 
dress the front, so to speak, under fire. 
The periods of the highest accentuation 
of a revolutionary crisis are by their 
very nam re always only brief. This 
contradiction between a revolutionary 
leadership { vaci Hat ions, a temporizing 
attitude despite the assault of the bour- 
geoisie) and the objective situation, can 
lead in the course of a few weeks and 
even days to a catastrophe and to a 
loss of what hook years tit work to 
prepare. . . . 

"... (In Germany) the situation 
was ripe and the leadership lagged be- 
hind. By the time this contradiction 
was straightened out, the situation had 
already changed, the masses receded and 
the relationship of forces became fun- 
damentally worse. 

"The German defeat of 1923 naturally 
had many national peculiarities. But it 
already contained many typical features, 



munist parties in the 'pre-October' per- 
iod is on the one hand a result of the 
greatest objective difficulties and dangers 
of this 'jump' but on the other band 
the result of a furious assault of bour- 
geois public opinion. There also lies the 
whole import of the Right groupings. 
And that is just why irresolution and 
vacillations arise unfailingly in the 
Communist parties at the moment when 
it is most dangerous. With us, only a 
minority within the party leadership was 

seized by such vacillations in 1917, which _ ^ ^ 

were, however, overcome, thanks to th6g allJM , d a nd\ v ith~ empty hands.' 
sharp energy of Lenin. In Germany, on 
the contrary, the leadership as a whole 



made known to him, hut that they had 
not particularly excited him. He nego- 
tiated with the Nazis in their complaints 
against Severing, although he has always 
very glibly referred to them as people 
guilty of high treason. He openly hand- 
ed a rebuff to the rep resent a tve of Sev- 
ering before the state court. He nego- 
tiated with the Brunswick Nazi govern- 
ment and has, without being in any way 
contradicted, assured them of his accord 
with their policy. He did not take the 
slightest measures against the so-called 
crown prince, who according to ancient 
Hohenzollern custom, broke his "word 
of honor" regarding his non-participation 
in politics and who openly agitated with 
adventures have left him, for the elec- 
the feeble means which his very intense 
tion of Hitler. 

Only after Groener had been praised a 
short few weeks ago as a hearth of dem- 
ocracy by the social democrats and only 
after he had undertaken all these mea- 
sures to strengthen Hitler and to weaken 
the social democracy, when he had al- 
ready been able to get the results of the 
second ballot — for Groener is a very cau- 
tious gentleman — only then did he pro- 
ceed to "prohibit" Hitler's private army, 
the Storm Divisions (S. A. Sturm Abtei- 
lungen). 

We must not nurture too many illu- 
sions over this '"prohibition". It took 
place days after the Nazis had been in- 
formed about everything, that is, after 
they had safely been able to bring every- 
thing that was ot any value for them in 
this military apparatus— underground. 
Since their party apparatus can continue 
to function legally, the proscription has 
not weakened the Nazis in the least, as 
the increased terroristic acts against 
persons, buildings, meetings within the 
last few days indisputably prove. Aside 
from this, the act of Groener has once 
more given them the halo of the only 
honest fighters against the present sys> 
tern in the eyes of many among the un- 
employed and in this manner, they have 
received considerable aid for their cam- 
paign in the Prussian elections. On the 
other hand, it has enabled Hitler to rid 
himself of the organizational influence 
of dissatisfied and unreliable elements 
Who were concentrated precisely In these 
Storm Divisions. It may aiso he assum- 
ed that the proscription will disappear 
shortly after the Prussian elections. 

The S. P. G. has likewise been streng- 
thened considerably in its election cam- 
paign through this act, especially In so 
far as the C. P. G. is concerned. But 
the S. P. has paid dearly enough for 
this advantage. The real price they have 
paid is not yet known, but we can al- 
ready hear today, that it will "voluntar- 
ily" dissolve its Reichsbanner. The Aus- 
trian game with "general disarmament" 
is being repeated. While the Fascists 
will within a short time be in a posi- 
tion to reconstruct their armed divisions, 
the reformist organizations wili stand 
at the end of this whole comedy, disor- 



at such an objective analysis of the 
events, at such an extraction of the 
lessons presented by the defeat, as 
would not only reveal who and what 
were at fault but would serve as a 
source of instruction to those Communist 
parties which still had before them the 
final struggle for the seizure of power. 
This aim was brilliantly achieved in 
"The Lessons of October". 

The essence of this document lies in 
a masterful comparison of the problems 
confronting the Bolshevik party on the 
eve of its insurrection and how it solved 
them successfully and resolutely, with 



also, which signalized a general danger. 
The Russian Opposition, in the figure Ttlis danger can be characterized as the 
of comrade Trotsky, proceeded from an| cr i 8 ig f the revolutionary leadership on 
entirely different standpoint. It aimed (j^ eve of ( ne transition to armed up- 
rising. The depths of a proletarian party 
are already by their very nature far less 
susceptible to bourgeois public opinion. 
Certain elements of the party leader- 
ship and the middle layers of the party 
will always unfailingly succumb in larger 
or smaller measure to the material and 
ideological terror of the bourgeoisie. 
Such a danger should not simply be re- 
jected. To be sure there is no remedy 
against it suitable for all cases. Never- 
theless the first step towards fighting it 
— is to grasp its nature and its source. 
The unfailing appearance or develop- 
ment of Right groupings in all the Com- 



vacllliated and that was carried over to 
the party and through it to the class. 
The revolutionary situation was thereby 
passed up . . . All these were not of 
course the last crises of leadership in 
a decisive historical moment. To limit 
these inevitable crises to a minimum is 
one of the most Important tasks of the 
Communist parties and the Comintern. 
This can be achieved only when the ex- 
periences of October 1917 and the poli- 
tical content of the Kight Opposition in- 
side our party at that time are grasped 
and contrasted with the experiences of 
the German party in 1923. Therein lies 
the purport of the 'Lessons of October'." 
The publication of this work at the be- 
ginning of 1924 aroused a terrific storm 
in the ranks of the Russian party bur- 
eaucracy. The vials of wrath of the rul- 
ing clique were poured out to the last 
drop upon Trotsky's head. What Zin- 
oviev, Rykov, Staiin and Co. were con- 
cerned with was not so much the Marx- 
ian criticism to which Trotsky submit- 
ted the conduct of the German party 
leaders, but the fact that In drawing his 
striking analogy with the 1917 insurrec- 
tion in Russia, Trotsky had revealed 
that vacillations and capitulatory ten- 
dencies similar to Brandler's had existed 
fn the very highest spheres of the Bol- 
shevik party. 

The bureaucrat and the opportunist 
live from hand to mouth, and, just as 
they refuse to see or hear, they dislike 
to look backward, or to have their own 
pasts spoken of and analyzed. Add to 
this the fact that the cliques which was 
then busily engaged in usurping the 
control of the party was doing it by 
attempting to revise the truthful record 
of the October insurrection, and by un- 
loading all responsibility for the German 
defeat, and you have the reasons for the 
furious assault which they promptly 
launched against Trotsky and the Op- 
position. 

(To be continued) 

—MAX SHACHTMAN. 

SPECIAL ATTENTION 

If you have one or more copies of the 
paper edition of the "Draft Program of 
the Communist International— A Critic- 
ism of Fundamentals" which you can 
spare, send it at once to Pioneer Pub 
Ushers and we will reimburse you for 
it. We need twenty-five copieis to make 
up the 100 for the bound volumes of all 
the pamphlets. 



These are the undisputed and lasting 
results of the apparently contradictory, 
glamorous policy of Groener, treacher- 
ous in every respect against all parties 
involved. 
Berlin, April 17, 1932 

—BAUER. 

Other sketches will appear in the 

■forthcoming issues of The Militant. 



Stalin - Lovcstonc Parleys 

(Contined from page 1) 
the Russian party bloc? That would 
mean the end of Stalin" (This is what 
Lovestone told us. I don't know whether 
it is so, or not). 

The C. I. man then told Lovestone to 
send a leter to the Polcom of the party 
making his proposition for unity. This 
letter was sent. Weinstone forward'ed 
a copy of the letter to Moscow and 
negotiations were suspended for a while 
until the return of the party delegation 
then in Moscow. 

When the delegation — Browder, Stachel 
and Wicks— returned, th e negotiations 
were resumed. "Then", said Lovestone, 
the party approached us for another 
conference". Gitlow represented our 
group this time. The party representa- 
tive was Stachel. Stachel assured Git- 
low that "the whole trade union policy 
would he revised gradually". 

Gitlow said the group sotod on the 
basis of the letter sent to the party. 
Stachel said he would report the inter- 
vie wto the Polcom and that an answer 
would be forthcoming. lip to Tuesday 
night the answer had not been received. 

— B. 

(Comment on the above letters will 

be found on page 4) 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 



CENTBIST-RIGHT WING UNITY? 

The Party members who have taken 
the ofGcial Culminations against the 
Lovestoneite "renegades" in good faith, 
may be somewhat surprised to learn 
about the secret unity negotiations be- 
tween the Party C. B. C. and thee same 
"renegades", which have been going on 
now for some time. The letters printed 
on another page of this issue of The 
Militant Irom two sources, give the es- 
sential facts about these negotiations. 
Behind a barrage of official denuncia- 
tion of the Lovestoneites on the one 
side, and accentuated protests against 
the "ulra-Leit course" on the other, the 
chiefs of the Centrist and Right wing 
factions are calmly talking business to- 
gether. This much is clearly established. 
Of course the Party members, who— so 
to speak — have an interest in the mat- 
ter, were neither consulted nor inform- 
ed about the negotiations. It has been a 
long time since the bureaucrats of Stal- 
inism found it necessary to take the 
Communist workers into their confidence 
or to seek their approval before an ac- 
tion. 

There is nothing really surprising, 
from a political standpoint, in the frat- 
ernal conferences of the Right wing and 
Centrist factions. Neither is there any 
principle barrier to an actual consumma- 
tion of the unity between them, although 
this does not appear the most probable 
outcome at the moment. The theoretical 
premise of each of the opportunist fac- 
tions In the same— the reactionary theory] 
of socialism in one country. Loves tone's I 
"exceptlonalism" for the United States 
Is only an American translation of 
Stalin's exceptfonalism for Russia. Rev- 
olutionary internationalism is a dead let- 
ter for both. Stalin doesn't care a flg 
for the policy of the American party as 
long as its support for his regime in the 
Russian party is assured. Lovestone 
■will vote for anything in Russia, China, 
Germany, and ail the rest of the world 
as long as he can have the American 
party to play with. In this mutual ac- 
comodation of special interests there is 
the- basis for a bargain. It happened be- 
fore. Why can't it happen again? Such 
are the real thoughts in the minds of 
the horse-traders as they sit down quiet- 
ly together to talk over terms. 

Lovestone would prefer to wait for 
further developments in the American 
movement before taking any decisive 
steps one way or another. But he is not 
allowed to forget for a moment the fear- 
ful insecurity of his groups position. 
He is shaking under the pressure of the 
discontent in his own ranks like the 
lid on a steaming kettle. The debacle 
of the Right wing on an International 
scale could not fail to have powerful re- 
percussions within the Lovestone group, 
which includes not a few workers de- 
voted to Communism. The reaction of 
these workers against the ortortrtto 
toward Muste and the S. P. "militants 
convinced Lovestone that a decisive step 
in that direction could not be made 
without great Internal difficulties. The 
shuttling back and forth between the 
Left-reformist groups and the Party 
which characterizes the Lovestone poli- 
tics— reflects -the contradictions within 
the membership which have already re- 
sulted in numerous defections and small 
splits. 

The Stalinists are not restrained from 
itnother deal with Lovestone and Co. by 
scruples over principle, since they have 
10 principles; or, to put It more precisely 
ind correctly, no principles of their own. 
meir entire equipment in this respect 
insists of ideas furnished to them by 
;he Right wing and those borrowed in 
matches from the Left Opposition 
md misapplied. They have not been 
*ble to dispose of the Right Opposition 
3y the method of routine denunciation. 



In the trade union field, and especially 
in the strategically Important sector of 
the needle trades, the Lovestoneites, 
leeding on the crude errors of the Party 
and adapting themselves to the pseudo- 
progressive wing of the bureaucracy, 
have strengthened their position. The 
Stalinists wnfrontod with a collapse of 
their policy in the trade unions, are 
seeking a way out by means of maneu- 
vers and deals. Why not a bargain with 
Lovestone, which includes— it must be 
remembered— Zimmerman ? 

Who is there to object to such a pro- 
position in the leading circles of the 
Party, and for what reason? Certainly 
not those who shared the responsibility 
for the whole peraidious course of Love- 
stone over a period of years and only 
left him at the last moment, under com- 
mand of Stalin. A serious objection on 
principle grounds can hardly come from 
Foster who, we are informed in a re- 
cent article by Minor, is now "the fore- 
most leader of the Party", poster be- 
lieves in the "third period" trade union 
policy as much as we believe In reincar- 
nation after death. Foster once proposed 
a bloc with Slgman. Why should he 
gulp over a bargain with Lovestone and 
Zimmerman. 

The whole affair is a shocking reve- 
lation of the hollowness and futility of 
the official Party campaign against the 
Right wing. Those who were deceived 
by this "left turn"— which was calculated 
to disorientate the proletarian elements 
in the Party and arrest their development 
in the direction of the Left Opposition ■ 
may begin to come to life again and re- 
examine all that has transpired. There 
are signs of this. A unity with the Right 
wing — even though it takes the form of 
an organizational capitulation, as in 
Russia- — will not be without a serious 
political effect. It Is the method of 
Stalinism, which has no Independent line 
and is incapable of formulating one, to 
appropriate. In whole or in part, the 
platform of opponents after their organ- 
izational defeat. The "defeat" of Buch- 
arin and his retention in the Party was 
followed by a swing to the right. Let 
the revolutionary workers in the Party 
look out for such a "defeat" and "capi- 
tulation" of Lovestone and his group. 



WEISBORD BLOWS THE WHISTLE 

There are more ways of Judging lead- 
ers and would-be leaders of the revolu- 
tionary labor movement than to read 
their programs and theses, just as there 
are more ways of judging Texas steers 
than to measure the length of their 
horns. Sometimes a little act is more 
revealing as to the real character of a 
politician than a dozen statements and 
a hundred promises. A few weeks ago 
we mentioned Weisbord's action in tak- 
ing his erstwhile comrades to court in 
connection with the reams of advice he 
has offered to us on the art of "leader- 
ship", and concluded that advice from 
such a source would bear a close in- 
spection. Now the eame Welsbord, In 
order perhaps to throw a clearer light on 
the merits of his messianic claims, has 
demonstrated, by another action, his con- 
ception of how to wage the revolutionary 
struggle against the class enemy. For 
one who had read his "theses", this per- 
formance will help to explain them; for 
those who haven't read the theses, it 
will make a study of them superfluous. 

In the April 20th Issue of the Class 
Struggle we read the following remark- 
able summary of the marine workers* 
trial, in which Welsbord, starting In 
where the State's Attorney left off, in- 
vokes the testimony of the police stool- 
pigeon, Hoyle, against the Lovestone 
group. He writes; 

"It was stated by the witness for the 
state, Hoyle, and reported widely by the 



press, that when he went for -the dyn- 
amite with Sodeberg he went from 'A 
Communist hall on Bast 27th Street' 
(which could be none other than Love- 
stone's headquarters) with several girls 
and in a car driven by a certain doctor. 
When the dynamite had been procured 
and they had returned, according to 
Hoyle, they stored the dynamite for the 
night and part of the next day at the 
same headquarters. 

"If this evidence is correct, then we 
see why Lovestone who expelled Soder- 
berg after he had been arrested, never 
published his expulsion and why Love- 
stone . . . later entered the defense 
himself. Did he (eel they were all to 
the same boat?" (Our emphasis). 

Let us rub our eyes and read this over 
again. Hoyle, whom Welsbord gives the 
euphemistic title of "witness for the 
state", is the stool pigeon and provoca- 
teur whose "evidence" sent the three 
marine workers to prison for long terms. 
Everything he said on the witness stand 
was denied by the three workers In the 
dock, and by that fact the testimony 
of Hoyle is completely discredited in the 
court of working class opinion. It has 
□o more standing there than the hound- 
ing demagogy of the district attorney, 
the biased rulings of the judge or the 
class verdict of the jury. 

But Welsbord is not satisfied merely 
to put Hoyle on the witness stand again 
in the columns of his filthy sheet, and 
to dress up the stool-pigeon as a dig- 
nified "witness for the state". He has 
to bring out some of his testimony more 
clearly and to give it new Implications 
against others in addition to tliose al- 
ready sent to prison. To Hoyle's refer- 
ence to "A Communist hall on Bast 27th 
Street", he finds it necessary to add In 
parenthesis: "Which could be none other 
than Loves tone's headquarters". And 
then he sharpens up the police-tip with 
the observation that "if this evidence is 
correct" (when was the evidence of a 
stool-pigeon ever "correct"?) it shows 
that "they were all in the same boat". 
There is very Title need for a revolu- 
tionist, or for an ordinary militant work- 
er for that matter, to comment on this 
attempt to "put the finger" on the Love- 
stone group. The thing, like a police- 
man's badge, speaks for itself. But WeiS- 
bord, who published this rotten provoca- 
tion, advertises himself as a Communist; 
more than that, as a leader of Commun- 
ism ; and still more, as an "adherent 
of the International Left Opposition". 
It Is just the possibility that some un- 
suspecting worker might take these pre- 
tensions at face value that impels us to 
offer two words of comment 

The Left Opposition is opposed to the 

Right wing group of Lovestone; and.Wels- 

1 bord, as the above-quoted testimony 

I would indicate, is not at present friend- 

' l y to it. Rut there the similarity of posl- 

! tions comes to an end. We fight the 

1 Right wing on principle grounds with 

■ the method of political argument ad- 

| dressed to the workers ; Welsbord blows 

the whistle for the cops. Between these 

two methods there is a chasm that no 

bridge can span. — J. P. C. 



On the Anniversary of Marx*s Birth 



May 5 is one of the notable days in 
the annals of working class history. That 
date, In 1818, inaugurated a period which 
closed with March 14, 1883, and- em. 
braced the life-span of the greatest 
thinker of our epoch, and for that mat- 
ter of all times, the life-span of Karl 
Mars. It became a life-span of profound 
teaching, the significance of which we 
can begin to perceive today, but which 
relmains to be fully recorded only by 
future generations. 

Karl Marx belongs to the revolution- 
ary proletariat. It alone can properly 
appreciate him and his life's work. It 
alone can carry forward the great herit- 
age which he has left it and which today 
enables it to stand erect, conscious of 
its growing maturity and of its true posi- 
tion as the life-beating pulse of mankind. 
It is that heritage which lends the dir- 
ective force to a working class moving 
onward to higher goals. 

Karl Marx, a towering giant in the 
realms of thought and action, was a pro- 
duct of his age. His birth almost coin- 
cided with the stormy ushering in of 
the capitalist stage of society. His life 
became dedicated to the elaboration of 
the theoretical system which bears his 
name. A system built entirely upon the 
dynamics of the material world and it- 
self throwing new life-giving fermenta- 
tion into human society and setting new 
forces into motion. A system which has 
stood the test in storm and In stress, 
which has been assailed by its critics, 
calumniated by its enemies and cunning- 
ly revised by the sleek soldiers of for- 
tune who picked the proletarian move- 
ment as a fruitful hunting ground. But 
after each assault, after each effort to 
blunt its edge, it emerged again, bolder 
in conception and more clearly under- 
stood. This is because it is not consti- 
tuted of scholastic or dead formulas, 
each one to be applied separately, be- 
cause it Is a live theoretical system 
covering the whole range of the social 
and revolutionary sciences. A theoreti- 
cal system which cannot be understood 
when viewed merely in its separate parts, 
but only when viewed as a whole, as a 
solid structure from its foundation stone 
to the roof. 

To understand properly the Marxian 
system it is necessary first of all to 
learn to approach its study with the 
Marxian method of viewing all material 
things in motion. The purely static, or 
scholastic approach will get us hopelessly 
lost. It is necessary that its thorough- 
going proletarian impulse and revolution- 
ary spirit penetrate every fibre of our 
material and mental make-up. That 
must, so to speak, be in the blood. 

The Marxian system took form and as- 
sumed life and blood during the first 
stormy period of the capitalist cycle, 
when capitalism rapidly developed to- 
ward a position of mastery. It had as 
its Immediate background the two Im- 



Oppositionist Speaks at Party United Front Meet 



HILLSIDE, N. J — 

May Day was celebrated by the 
workers of Hillside, N. J. Sunday after- 
noon in the Workers' Home of Hillside 
under the auspices of the United Front 
May Day Committee. The Communist 
Party, the Unemployed Council, the Hun- 
garian Sick Benefit Oragnizatien, the 
Hungarian Workers' Singing Society, 
the Slavish Int. Lab. Defense, the Polish 
Workers' Club, the Lithuanian Workers' 
Club, the Jack London Club and the 
Newark Branch of the Communist League 
of America (Opposition) were the or- 
ganizations represented at the meeting. 
The speeches were delivered by comrades 
West and Freeman of the Party and 
comrade Louis Basky of the Left Op- 



position. Revolutionary songs were sung 
by the Hungarian Workers Singing 
Society and two one-act play were ren- 
dered by the young comrades of the Jack 
London Club, the one entitled "Scotts- 
boro" making an especially great im 
presslon upon the audience. A revolu- 
tionary poem was recited by comrade 
Matilda Nagy (of the Opposition) and 
there were musical numbers on the pro- 
gram. 

A large number of Militants was sold 
and distributed by the comrades of our 
Newark branch and our pamphlets and 
books were eagerly bought by the work- 
ers who are getting ever more interested 
in the great principle questions raised 
by the Left Opposition in the Commun- 



when capitalism rapidly developed to- ! ist movement. 



portant events, the great French revolu- 
tion and the Industrial revolution in 
England. It therefore took form essen- 
tially as a summing-up of the develop- 
ing conditions. The Marxian system, 
which, of course, takes into account the 
discoveries or certain preceding think- 
ers. Is a logical conception of the main 
social and economic phenomena of the 
present epoch. 

The tumultous events of the class 
struggle during the active, mature life 
of Marx became the great historical 
laboratory, from which not only the pro- 
letariat emerged definitely as a class, but 
which also helped to work out and to 
test hie theoretical system. Of these 
main events must be mentioned in the 
first Instance: The revolutions and coun- 
ter-revolutions on the European contin- 
ent, the organization of the First In- 
ternational and the Paris Commune. Bach 
step of development Marx followed, not 
as a mere onlooker, but actively inter- 
vening with clear and decisive counsel 
to the proletariat and with scorching 
criticism virtually burning up the adver- 
saries. He attained to mastery of each 
situation and drew the fundamental les- 
sons which became the future guide for 
the proletarian revolutionists. Today we 
can follow that counsel and trace it« 
logical development; how it shaped and 
took form and was put to the test in 
the fire of these important events of the 
class struggle. 

Marx kept in intimate contact with 
and studied the social and economic con- 
cepts and movements which had pro- 
ceeded him and of his time. He had 
early become Influenced by French so- 
cialism and made himself acquainted 
with the ideas of the Utopians. He 
utilized what was progressive in them 
but quickly settled account with their 
abstract "eternal truths" and "pure 
reason". He assumed the leadership of 
the first International revolutionary or- 
ganization of proletarians, the Commun- 
ist League, which, when transformed 
from the Federation of the Just, had 
become converted to his views. It open- 
ly proclaimed Itself a Communist organi- 
zation, and finally settled with its old 
mystical concepts, when shortly before 
the February revolution of 1848 In France 
it accepted the program written by Marx, 
in collaboration with Engels — the Com- 
munist Manifesto. 

Marx studied the conspirative prole- 
tarian organizations of France, and else- 
where, which were mainly Influenced 
and inspired by the sentimental Utopias 
Of Fourier and the revolutionary gospel 
of minority, conspirative action of 
Blanqui. He soon concluded that these 
were not the tactics to be pursued. He 
had witnessed the development, both of 
the pure and simple trade unionism in 
England as well as that of the Chartist 
movement, which, during the brief per- 
iod Of its existence, embodied, in an 
abbreviated picture, the whole course of 
the proletarian struggle. The vehement 
conflict with the anarchist schools of 
thought — from the purely petty bourge- 
ois idealist, to the more revolutionary 
but narrowly futile propagandists of the 
deed of Bakuntn, and Anally with the 
anti-authoritarians — forms some of the 
most strenuous chapters of Marx's life. 

While Marx had nothing but disdain 
and scorn for the vulgar economists of 
his time he set to work patiently at the 
herculean task of unraveling the econ- 
omic laws of the various stages of so- 
ciety. For the study of these laws he 
made use of the discoveries already 
made by the classical school of bour- 
geois economy; which generally begins 
with William Petty in England, Boisguil- 
lebert fn France and ends with Ricardo 
In England and Sismondi in France He 
stripped this material of its idealist veil 
of the capitalist economic laws being 
"natural laws", and presented them as 



laws dictated by historical relations of 
production corresponding to a given 
degree of development of the material 
forces of production. What had so much 
puzzled this school of economy Marx 
discovered and embodied in his concept 
of the production of surplus value. 

But above all Marx participated In 
building the revolutionary proletarian 
party. From the founding of the Com- 
munist League and presentation of the 
Communist Manifesto, there is a continu- 
ous thread of building and teaching. It 
next appears in the lessons drawn from 
the fateful events of 1848-50. Again, 
in the theoretical and practical work 
within the First International, beginning 
with 1804, in the serious lessons drawn 
from the Paris Commune and finally, in 
1875 In the criticism of the Gotha pro- 
gram. This criticism which can perhaps 
be termed the last outstanding act of 
Marx was occasioned by the program 
draft for the fusion congress of the two 
German socialist groups, the Lassalleans 
and the Etsenachers. Marx subjected 
that compromise program draft to a 
merciless criticism in which "he again 
summed up In brief sentences the es- 
sence of his concepts. 

Here we have, through a whole chain 
of events and activities, conclusions com- 
pressed into a theoretical system, each 
part of which forms a harmonious whole. 
The essence of Marxism stands out to- 
day as Incontrovertibly as when pro- 
claimed in the final paragraph of the 
Communist Manifesto ; 

"The Communists disdain to conceal 
their views and aims. They openly de- 
clare that their ends can be attained only 
by the forcible overthrow of all exist- 
ing social conditions. Let the ruling 
classes tremble at a Communist revolu- 
tion. The proletarians have nothing to 
lose but their chains. They have 8 
world to win." 

We recall that many have been the 
attempts to construct a new system and 
invest it with the name of Marx by tear- 
ing out of their context some casual re- 
marks made by Marx on episodic ques- 
tions in order to destroy the real essence 
of the system itself. As a part of the 
general foul revisionism, we know, it 
brought disastrous results to the pro- 
letarian movement of the Second Inter- 
national. Most outstanding were the at- 
tempts to distort, to cover up and to re- 
pudiate the concept of the proletarian 
dictatorship and to substitute for It the 
peaceful democratic means at all costs. 
Often, in accomplishing this, was re- 
course, and for that matter still Is be- 
ing, taken to the observation made by 
Marx in the seventies on the possibility 
of peaceful revolution in England and In 
America, leaving out, of course, Marx's 
qualifying clause. In the seventies, as 
we know, conditions obtained which 
could indicate these two countries as 
possessing certain exceptional character- 
istics ; and it Is from actual conditions, 
from the specific stage of capitalist re- 
lations that Marxian strategy and tactics 
proceed in each instance. The conditions 
of these certain exceptional character- 
istics no longer exist today. That gives 
the episodic character to such an obser- 
vation which only reformist snivellers 
can still attempt to distort. Revolu- 
tionists will have nothing In common 
with that but will endeavor to compre- 
hend the Marxian system in its totality 
and in its real essence. 

— ARNE SWABBCK. 
Another article on "Marx and 

Marxism" is to follow next week 

—Ed. 



In the struggle with syndicalism and 
other currents in the working class move- 
ment in recent years the cause of Com- 
munism has been compromised by the 
ignorance of the official Stalinists and 
their abusive hooligan methods. This 
damage must be repaired and the strug- 
gle restored to its proper basis. 

This is the significance of the debate 
to be held at the New York Labor Tem- 
ple, 14th Street and Second Avenue, on 
Saturday, May 14th, at 8 P. M. 



Stalinist Zig-zags on the Question of 

the « United Front» 



by LEON TROTSKY 



*- 



The former female social democrat Torhorst (front 
Duesseldorf), who has come over to the Communist 
party, spoke in the name of the party, in mid-January, 
in Frankfort. In her official report, she^ said, "The 
leaders of the social democracy are sufficiently ex- 
posed, and it would be only a waste of energy to con- 
tinue our efforts in this direction, with cooperation 
from above." We quote from a Frankfort Commun- 
ist newspaper which lauds the report highly. "The 
leaders of the social democracy are sufficiently ex- 
posed." Sufficiently — so far as the spokeslady her- 
self is concerned, who came over from the social dem^ 
ocracy to the Communists (which, of course, does her 
honor) ; but insufficiently— so far as those millions of 
workers are concerned who vote for the social dem- 
ocrats and who put up with the reformist bureaucracy 
of the trade unions. 

It is hardly necessary, however, to cite an isolated 
report. In the latest proclamation to reach me, Die 
Rote Fahne (January 28, 1932) argues once again 
that the United Front can be established only against 
the social democratic leaders, and without them. 
Proof: "None will believe them who has lived through 
and has experienced the handiwork of these 'leaders' 
for the last 18 years." And what, may we ask, is to 
be done about those who have participated in politics 
less fehan 18 years, and even less than 18 months? 



Since the outbreak of the war, several_ political gen- 
erations have matured who must recapitulate the ex- 
perience of older generations, even though within a 
greatly diminished scope. "The whole point of the 
matter is", Lenin coached the ultra- Leftists, "that we 
must not assume whatever is obsolete for us to be 
obsolete for the class, for the masses." 

Moreover, even the older generation that did pass 
through the experience of 18 years hasn't at all 
broken with the leaders. On the contrary, it is just 
the social democracy that still retains many "old-tim- 
ers", who are bound to the pary by lotng standing 
traditions. It's sad, sure enough, that the masses 
learn so slowly. But in a goodly measure to blame 
for this are the Communist "pedagogues" who have 
been unable to disclose palpably the criminal nature 
of reformism. The least that can be done now is to 
utilize the situation; and at the same time when the 
attention of the masses is strained to its highest pitch 
by mortal danger, to subject the reformists to a new 
and perhaps, for the nonce, a really decisive test. 

Without so much as hiding or mitigating our opin- 
ion, of the social democratic leaders, we may and we 
must say to the social democratic workers, "Since, on 
the one hand, you are willing to fight together with 
us ; and since, on the other, you are still unwilling to 
break with your leaders, here is what we suggest: 



Force your leaders to join us in a common struggle 
for such and such practical aims, in such and such a 
manner; as for us, we, Communists, are ready," Can 
anything be more plain, more palpable, more con- 
vicing? 

In precisely this sense I wrote — with the conscious 
intention of arousing the sincere horror of block- 
heads and the fake indignation of charlatans — that in 
the war against Fascism we were ready to conclude 
practical military alliances with the devil and his 
granddam, even with Noske and Zoergiebel*. 

The official party, itself, violates its stillborn policy 
at every step. In its appeals for the "Red United 
Front" (with its own self), it invariably puts forward 
the demand for "the unconditional freedom of the 
proletarian press and the right to demonstrate, meet, 
and organize." This slogan is clear cut through and 
through. But whereby the Communist party speaks 
of proletarian and not only of Communist papers, 
meetings, etc., it thereby, in fact, puts forward the 
slogan of the United Front with that very social dem- 
ocracy that publishes workers' papers, calls meetings, 
etc. To put forward political slogans, which in them- 
selves include the idea of the United Front with the 
social democracy, and to reject the making of prac- 
tical agreements to fight for these slogans — -that is 
the height of absurdity. 

Muenzenburg, whose practical horse sense occasion- 
ally falls foul of "the general line", wrote in November 
(dee eote aufbau), "It's true that Natianol Socialism 
is the most reactionary, the most chauvinistic and the 
most bestial wing of the Fascist movement in Ger- 
many ; and that all true left circles ( !) are most 
vitally concerned in interfering with the growth in 
influence and power of this wing of German Fascism." 
If Hitler's party is "the most reactionary and most 
bestial" wing, then Bruening's regime is, at least, less 
bestial and less reactionary. Muenzenberg, here, is J 



stealthily flirting with the theory of the "lesser evil". 
To preserve a semblance of piety, he goes on to dif- 
ferentiate between different kinds of Fascism: mild, 
medium, and strong, as if it was a question of Turkish 
tobacco. However, if all "the left circles" (and have 
they no names?) are interested in the victory over 
Fascism, then isn't it imperative to put these "left 
circles" to a practical test? 

Isn't it self-evident that Breitscheid's diplomatic 
and equivocal offer should have been grabbed with both 
hands; and that from one's own side, one should have 
submitted a concrete, carefully detailed and practical 
program for a joint struggle against Fascism; and 
have demanded joint sessions of the executives of both 
parties, with the participation of the executives of 
independent trade unions? Simultaneously, one should 
have carried energetically this same program down 
through all the layers of both parties and of the mass- 
es. The negotiations should have been carried on 
openly in the eyes of the entire nation : daily accounts 
should have appeared in the press without distortions 
and absurd fabrications. Such an agitation by ita 
directness and incisiveness would tell with far greater 
effect on the worker than the incessant din on the 
subject of "social Fascism". Under such conditions, 
the social democracy could not hide for a single day 
behind the pasteboard pageant of "the Iron Front". 

•The French periodical Canters du Bolchevisme, the most 
preposterous and illiterate of all Stalinist publications, 
pounced greedily upon this reference to the devil's grand- 
tarn, never suspecting of course, that she has a long stand- 
ing history in the Marxist press. The hour is not distant, 
we hope, when the revolutionary workers will send their 
ignorant and unscrupulous teachers to serve their apprentice- 
ship with the above-mentioned granddam. 

— L. TROTSKY. 
(To be Continued) 
(From What Nbxt? — Vital Questions for the Ger- 
man Proletariat) 
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stake. Unless 



An emergency exists, 
weekly MILITANT is at 
we raise our 51,009 press fund we shall 
be fenced to retrench. 

It Is not our habit to exaggerate. When 
we say that the life of the weekly MILI- 
TANT is at stake we mean exactly that. 
For a long time we hare been struggling 
against a deepening financial crisis of 
our own. It has developed to the point 
wfliere we are forced to say categorically 
—the life of the weekly MILITANT is at 
stake. 

To every comrade, every reader and 
sympathizer falls the duty of coming to 
the aid of our press. Comrades active 
in the press drive should double and 
triple their efforts. Those not in it sbould 
immediately put to himself the question 
—what can I do to help the Opposition 
press? 

The first form this response should 
take and, at U» moment, the most im- 
portant, to— a donation. Upon ***«**• 
this appeal every comrade should send 
us as much as he can spare. No amount 
is too large, no amount is too small. And 
every bit helps. 

Upon our own members devolves tlie 
added duty of canvassing their friends 



The life of the end acquaintances for subs and donations. 



Every comrade on his metal! No stone 
must be left unturned. Wherever a spark 
of sympathy exists for our ideas and our 
struggle the question must be put bluntly 
—How much can yotu give to save the 
weekly MILITANT, to help the Opposi- 
tion press? 

Our readers too can participate in this 
work. They should not wait to be can- 
vassed. They should respond at once. 
If possible they should canvass their 
friends and acquaintances. If they are 
not in a position to do this they can send 
ki the name and addresses of likely con- 
tributors. We will approach them. But 
in, the first instance they should respond 
with a donation. 

The response to tfliis appeal must be 
immediate; it must continue until we 
reach and pass our quota of $1,000. 
Comrades, readers, sympathisers, will 
you help? 
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Tom Mooney Must Be Freed! 



NEW YORK PICNIC— MAY 29th 

The drive now going on for the Left 
Opposition Press will culminate in New 
York on the last Sunday of this month 
—May 29th— in the form of a picnic to 
be held at Tibbets Brook Park. At the 
same time it will be the occasion, when 
the comrades and sympathizers of the 
Left Opposition in New York will greet 
the return of comrades Morgenstern and 
Goodman, our two Philadelphia*! com- 
rades now serving jail sentences for 
"sedition". 

Food and refreshments will be on hand. 
We will have a brief social program, 
games, rowing, ball-playing and other 
enjoyments. Keep the date open— Sun- 
day,' May 29th. 

Militant BHlMers 

Comrade Hedlund is still at the bead 
Of the list although a number of com- 
rades are slowly cutting down his lead. 
Those who figure on overtaking him with 
ease are counting without their host. 
They fail to take into account that Min- 
neapolis Is undertaking a systematic 
canvass of all their subscribers and sym- 
pathizers. In this work comrade Hed- 
lund will, no doubt give a good account 
of himself. On the other hand comrades 
who want to win one of the prizes de- 
scribed in the last Issue should hustle. 

The staff and its record to date is 
as follows with the figures for the month 
of May (in dollars) in parenthesis: C. 
Hedlund (6)— 11; V. Dunne (6)— 9; L. 
Roseland (3 1-2)— 5; M. Dunne (3)— 8; 
L. Nagy (2 1-2)— 3; C. Forsen (2 1-2) — 
3; A. Buehler (2)— 2; M. Rosen (2)— 
2; O. Coover (2)— 3; L. Basky (1 1-2)— 
5: R. Sacliarow (1)— 1; «• R uskla W 
—2- W Curran (l)— 2; S. Zalmanoff 
(1)— l; P- Carlson (1)— l ; C. Cowl (1) 
—5; F. Schulman (1)— 1; F. Baraeh (1) 
—4- 0. Johnson <1>— 2; S. Lesslu (1) 
—1 ■ N. Berman (1) ; G. B- Herman (1) ; 
j Ross (1) ; H. Milton (1-2)— 1; T. Dro- 
hny (1-2)— 2; J. Carr (1-4)— 3; C. Skog- 
lund— 3; F. ChelofC— 2; G. Ray— 2; M. 
Gottlieb— 1; M. Koehler— 1; W. Wynne 
—l; J. Carter— 1; H. Capelis— 1; W. 
Herman— 1; A. Swabeck— 1; A. Olotzer 
—1; L. Logan— 1; A. Kaldis— 1; M. 
Sterling— 1. 



The Party and the May Day Demonstration 

The May Day demonstrations organized played in such struggles— though that is 
by the Communist Party this year, when important in itself and cannot be dls- 
taken throughout the country as a whole, 
were bigger and more impressive than 
any before in its history. Even when we 
■discount any wildly exaggerated figures 
of numbers participating and accept a 
realistic estimate of, for example, about 
40,000 In the New York march, 20,000 in 
Chicago and 8,000 in Minneapolis, it af- 
fords a good cross section of the splen- 
did working class response. First of all, 
this, of course, bears testimony to the 
effects of the yet deepening crisis mov- 
ing the American workers toward the 
Left. But it is also worth noting that, 
while the Socialist Party this year ven- 
tured into street demonstrations of a 
sort in several cities, it attracted only 
much smaller numbers. In this compar- 
ison we exclude Milwaukee, where the 
Socialist Party is in control of the city 
administration. 

We have, therefore, in politically back- 
ward America a growing response to 
Communism, a distinct growth of Com- 
munist influence. That is clearly ex- 
pressed in the May Day demonstrations. 
Also we have an ever more distinct ex- 
pression of the fact that the new forces 
set into motion gravitate toward the 
official Communist Party That is in the 
nature of things and holds bright pro- 
spects for the party's future. But it 
sbould be a telling answer to those dis- 
appointed "revolutionists" who persist 
in looking- for revolutionary awakening 
separate and apart from the party. They 
will themselves only remain hopelessly 
outside of the movement. 

In practically all of the major cities 
the party further affirmed the right of 
the working class to demonstrate for 
its demands on the International Labor 
Holiday. In this sense the demonstra- 
tions were militant turnouts. And we 
can say this, even when discounting the 
disgraceful seene of attacks upon Left 
Oppositionists In Minneapolis. But yet, 
compared to these turnouts, the party 
weaknesses as an actively moving force 
in the class struggle are all too appar- 
ent. Such a comparison reveals an enor- 
mous gap which must be closed. 
Experiences from Recent Struggles 

The gap is revealed most glaringly in 
the fields where the party leads actual 
struggles. We are not speaking in this 
instance of the question of militancy die- 



BringtheUnityNegotiations into theOpen! 



iThe revelations in last week's Militant 
about the secret negotiations between 
the Party leaders and the expelled. Right 
wing have awakened a new interest 
among the Communist workers in the 
question of unity. And the informal dis- 
cussion arising from it, according to the 
reports we have received, is not confined 
to the horse-trade behind the scenes be- 
tween the Centrist bureaucrats and the 
Lovestone group. The revival of senti- 
ment for unity with the Left, that is, 
with the bona fide revolutionary fac- 
tion, is noticeable. 

There is a logic in this development 
that was never thought of by the mach- 
inators. In part, it is an expression of 
the fundamental solidarity which the 
proletarian militants in the Party feel 
toward the Left Opposition. It is also a 
sign of resentment against the under 
cover maneuvers to readmit the Right 
opportunist leaders; the proletarian ele- 
ments want a revolutionary counter- 
weight in the Party. Therefore our 
choice will be heard in the back room 
conferences, even though we are not 
there as invited guests. The time Is op- 
portune for a restatement of the attitude 
of the Left Opposition on unity. 



For Communists the unity of the rev- 
olutionary vanguard is not and cannot be 
the basis for any kind of maneuvers. It 
is no object of private ■understandings 
and agreements. Unity concerns the 
class whose interests are bound up with 
the drganlzatlon of Jjts political van- 
guard. Only people who are in reality 
separated from the Party and the class 
and freed from their control can think 
of discussing unity, its terms and con- 
ditions, its possibility or impossibility at 
the moment, in secret. 

What the Left Opposition has to say 
on the subject needs no concealment. 
Unty or division, like all other vital 
questions of the movement, must be un- 
derstood by the Party and decided by 
the Party before the eyes of the pro- 
letariat. Only so can the decisions be 
firmly grounded. Therefore, our first de- 
mand is a discontinuance of the whis- 
pered negotiations behind the back of 
the Party; for the elevation of the ques- 
tion from the level of a deal between 
business men into a discussion of prin- 
ciple considerations by the entire rev- 
olutionary vanguard. Bring the un$y 
negotiations into the open! 
(Continued in Editorial Notes — Page 4) 



puted — but we are speaking here purely 
in the sense of how does the party lead 
and what support has accrued to its 
leadership. We will mention only some 
of the outstanding examples. There Is, 
first of all, the Pennsylvania and Ohio 
miners strike of last year. A splendid 
struggle with excellent militancy dis- 
played. Yet it did not result in a stren- 
gthening of the miners positions, organi- 
zationally or otherwise. It failed entire- 
ly to unite the Left wing and progressive 
forces in the mine fields. Today there 
Is very little of the National Miners un- 
ion organized In these districts. We ex- 
perienced the Paterson and Lawrence 
textile workers strikes. The party, 
through the T. U. U. L. union had the 
leadership of a section of the workers 
In both places. Yet It conducted a strike 
policy which resulted in a comparative 
strengthening of the A. F. of L. forces 
and a weakening of the Left wing. Prac- 
tically the same situation has resulted 
from the recent strike of the New York 
needle trades workers. To this should 
be added the fact that the struggle for 
the unemployed, despite the very large 
demonstrations at the beginning of the 
crisis today, has narrowed down to a 
movement almost exclusively of the con- 
scious vanguard alone. 

What is ttie Policy Pursued? 
How can such a contradiction be pos- 
sible? We witness a splendid response 
to the May Day demonstrations organized 
by the party while in actual struggles it 
fails to really win the working class 
confidence and loses ground. The reason 
for this must be sought essentially in 
the policies and methods the party lead- 
ership pursues. It is not to be sought 
merely in the question of insufficient 
party contacts in the factories, nor In 
the smaller items which are being brought 
out in so-called self-criticism. Volumin- 
ous theses and resolutions have been 
written on these questions without, how- 
ever, striking at the essential issue. With 
a correct policy and a correct orienta- 
tion these difficulties— although they are 
considerable— could nevertheless easily 
be overcome. What is Involved is essen- 
tially the failure of an orientation which 
will unite the workers In struggle. 

The important question confronting the 
Communist Party today is particularly 
the one of a correct -united front policy. 
We have no Intention at all to propose 
that a united front policy is a universal 
solution for all times and under all con- 
ditions. On the contrary we think that 
the method pursued in the May Day de- 
monstrations of a purely formal united 
front appearance does not at all serve 
the purpose. May Day demonstrations 
have become a revolutionary tradition 
and should be so maintained. It would 
be far more correct for the party to 
conduct these demonstrations in its own 
name, also in the formal sense, and call 
upon the working class to give its sup- 
port on that basis. For the participation 
in the coming elections this Is more so 
the case. The party has the duty of 
presenting a Communist program and 
entering Communist candidates and ap- 
peal for the working class support to 
Communism. To assume a formal guise 
of a united front election activity is 
merely to confuse the essential issues 
and does not help in the least 

The matter of actual struggles for the 
elementary needs of the workers is, 
however, an entirely different affair. And 
that holds true under politically ad- 
vanced conditions as well. In Germany 
today, the threatening danger of Fascism 
demands imperatively the working class 
united front. In the United States today 
the conditions of the working class 
struggle demands it just as imperatively. 



Free Tom Mooney ! Free Tom Mooney ! 
shouted tens of thousands of workers in 
New York's May Day parade. Free Tom 
Mooney!— with a spirit the rain could 
not dampen. One knew that all over the 
United States hundreds of thousands of 
his fellow, workers were shouting the 
same demand with the same spirit. It 
was the voice of the class conscious van- 
guard, the future troops of the revolu- 
tion, demanding the freedom of the liv- 
ing symbol of their struggle against cap- 
italism. One had only to hear the meas- 
ured beat, the deep tone of their shout- 
ing to realize how profoundly stirred 
they were by the monumental hypocrisy 
and brazen impundence of, that watch-dog 
of capitalism, his excellency, the governor 
of California, he, who "convinced" him- 
self of Mooney's guilt and refused to 
free him. 

Free Tom Mooney! It was the re- 
sponse of the American working class 
to the impassioned cry of Mooney him- 
self against this latest insulting verdict 
of capitalist class Justice. Mooney's let- 
ter of April 23 to Roiph says clearly that 
his place is in the ranks of this van- 
guard, in the front rank of the war 
against capitalism. Tom Mooney ■ — has 
today grown to be a mighty oak, admit- 
tedly too dangerous to be at liberty dur- 
ing this desperate economic crisis, be- 
cause he symbolizes the onward march 
of the revolutionary workers toward a 
better civilization— "You have continued 
in the role of your predecessors In mak- 
ing of me a symbol of the cause of labor. 
I accept the high honor you have con- 
ferred upon me with the greatest of hum- 
ility. This service I will ungrudlngly 
render to my class, with the greatest 
of devotion, loyalty and fidelity. I give 
—gladly and willingly— my very life to 
the cause of the toilers all over the 
world, regardless of race, color, creed 
or nationality. I will never cease this 
holy struggle until every last Instrument 
used In this dastardly frame-up is com- 
pletely liquidated and a classless society 
will replace what now passes for civili- 
sation." This is revolutionary talk. 

Under the circumstances, for what bet- 
ter mandate to organize the movement 
to free Mooney could Communists ask? 
Mooney is ours even in his thinking. Will 
we take his mandate and mobilize the 
masses behind the vanguard? This de- 
pends now upon the leadership of the 
Communist Party. 



The responsibility is their's. The rank 
and file has already demonstrated its de- 
termination to fight. What is necessary 
now is to ebgin withuto delay a serious 
approach to the whole working class 
with the idea of setting them in motion 
tor the freedom of Mooney. They must 
be approached in the first instance 
through their organizations. 

We do not care how reactionary the 
leaders of the reformist organizations 
are, the cause of Mooney is dear to their 
rank and file. And our mandate gives 
us the right to be heard. If for the 
nonce the shouters of names, the Stalin- 
ists, will restrain their vocabulary of 
epithets and denunciation, will substitute 
for slander and abuse the simple pro- 
posal of a united front of working class 
organization on the sole issue of freeing 
Mooney, the Communists can and will 
succeed In winning the support of the 
workers. Of the possibilities which this 
would open up for the fight for relief and 
for Communist influence, we need not 
speak here. 

The Stalinists insist nowadays upon 
being assured in advance of the leader- 
ship of any movement they enter. For 
example this is what they proposed to 
the Marine Workers' Defense Committee. 
Failing this they make every attempt to 
smash the movement. They smashed 
the Mooney conferences in Staunton and 
Belleville, Illinois last winter because 
they could not slander their way into the 
leadership. In Minneapolis and St. Louis 
—the same story. 

Mooney has almost (juaranteed that 
the Communists shall lead the movement 
for his freedom. What are the Stalin- 
ists waiting for? Do they want personal 



appointments written on the stationery 
of the Comintern and witnessed by a 
notary? What holds them back? What 
limits them, to demonstrations of the 
vanguard and street runs? 

They have reached an impasse. The 
masses, it is now clear even to them, 
are not their property and do not obey 
their beck and call. They must now go 
to the masses in their organizations and 
work with them as equals. For this they 
have every requisite in the objective 
situation and every help from Mooney. 
But for this they must throw overboard 
their fake united front from below and 
their ideological weapons of slander and 
abuse. 

This turn Is not easily made. There 
are the "counter-revolutionary" Trotsky- 
ites who have been agitating for this 
turn right along. They will lose face 
when the party rank and file sees that 
the "counter-revolutionists" were correct 
after all. Bureaucratic prestige is no 
small matter. It is not to be lightly 
thrown away. 

The party rank and file can resolve this 
dilemma It can raise its voice through 
discussion and resolution. It can and 
must say that it demands the immediate 
calling of genuine united front confer- 
ences of all working class organizations 
. on the sole issue of fighting for Mooney's 
freedom. 

For Us part, the Left Opposition will 
continue to hammer home this theme. 
And when the conferences are convened, 
as in time they must, we will enter them 
to fight with the party rank and file for 
the freedom of Mooney, for the unity 
of the Communist vanguard and the ad- 
vance of Communism. 

— T. S. 



France After the Parliamentary Elections 



This has been amply demonstrated in the 
very strikes mentioned above. The build- 
ing of a serious Unemployed Movement 
is quite inconceivable without an ap- 
proach to the existing workers organi- 
zations for united pressure to obtain the 
demands which in reality involves the 
employed and unemployed alike. A ser- 
ious movement for the liberation of Tom 
Mooney, the Scottsboro boys and all class" 
war prisners requires this tactic. And 
above all, the defense of the American 
working class in the present reactionary 
onslaughts upon their elementary rights 
and conditions demand a definite change 
toward employing the united front tactic. 

—A. S. 

OPPOSITONSTS SLUGGED IN 
MINNEAPOLIS ON MAY DAY 

By comparison with standards estab- 
lished during the past few years, the 
Minneapolis May Day demostration was 
a gratifying event. Without doubt it 
was the largest turnout of workers for 
a parade and demon sration since 1924. 

The method of assembling the workers 
from the different sections for general 
mobilization at Bridge Square was well 
(Continued on page 2) 



The victory of Herriot's Radical-So- 
cialist party In last Sunday's run-off 
elections in France only culminated the 
recent trend toward the bourgeois Left 
in that country. The Radical- Socialists 
who, as one of the writers in the capital- 
ist press so aptly puts it, are neither 
socialists nor radicals, gained some 
forty-three seats, rising from 113 to 158. 
The socialists, the French section of the 
Second International received an increase 
of twenty-three seats making their pre- 
sent total In the Chamber of Deputies 
129. All the Right wing bourgeois part- 
ies lost heavily, especially the party of 
Tardleu. The Communists retained their 
12 seats (Two former Communist deput- 
ies in the French parliament had been 
expelled from the French party and 
that accounts for the false figure of 10 
representatives ascribed to the C. P. in 
the old house by the bourgeois press. 
The acknowledged parliamentary leader 
of the French Communists, Marcel 
Cachin, suffered defeat in a constituency 
from which he had been returned to the 
Chamber time and again for years. 

The capitalist press expresses surprise 
that the French moderates should attain 
such an advance so shortly after the con- 
stant gains of the reactionaries in Ger- 
many. But there Is nothing at all to he 
surprised in all this. The Radical-So- 
cialists have not for one moment con- 
cealed their intention to uphold the tradi- 
tional French policy, the unconditional 
defense of the treaty gains of the world 
war, through which France has obtained 
her immoderately axyanded rwlitlcal 
domination. In Europe. On the other 
hand, the French politicians know full 
well that a reactionary regime in Ger- 
many will be even more dependent upon 
French "good will"— because of the in- 



The Police Shootings in Melrose Park 



Last Friday witnessed another mani- 
festation of Capitalist democracy In this 
land of the free and home of the brave. 
In one of the suburbs of Chicako, in 
Melrose Park, the brave defenders of law 
and order opened up a volley of machine 
gun Are on a meeting of unarmed, defense- 
less unemployed workers who had gath- 
ered to protest against police brutality 
and to demand the elementary right of 
free speech, of demonstrating in common 
against the ravages of the capitalist 
economic order which has reduced some 
twelve million toilers to starvation in 
the United States aione. 

Nine workers were wounded, three of 
them seriously. The shooting took place 
with the approval and under the com- 
mand of the local authorities of Melrose 
Park, known for their intimate connec- 
tions to the local Industrial nabobs, the 
American Can Company. American 
iegionalres, racketeers and reactionaries 
of every description participated on the 
side of the authorities. In reporting 
the event, even the capitalist press had 
to assume an apologetic tone, in line 
with its general hypocrley. The Mel- 
rose Park incident will take its place 
together with the Chicago massacre of 



last summer and the Detroit murders 
of this winter, as a characterization of 
the desperate methods the ruling class 
employs against workers who dare to 
voiee their discontent with the economic 
conditions It imposes upon them. 

It is by such examples that the bosses 
intend to cow the hungry unemployed 
to abject submission in the face of their 
misery. But these methods have been 
tried before. The millions of jobless 
and their families will not suffer in sil- 
ence. They will fight. They are realiz- 
ing more and more that the only way 
out for them is through struggle. 

Determined and broad action for free 
speech and against outrages of the Mel- 
rose Park type can be understood as a 
necessity by all workers. The Commun- 
ist party, having the interests of the 
working class at heart at all times, sens- 
ing its needs at every moment and point- 
ing out the road to it at each step, must 
take the lead In unfolding such a broad 
action by penetrating into every trade 
union, into every factory, into every 



ternal situation such a regime would 
produce in the Reich — than the present 
Bruening government. Taking all this 
into consideration, it costs the French 
bourgeoisie very little to provide a 
safety valve for the growing dissatis- 
faction of the masses languishing under 
the rapidly progressing economic crisis — 
in this self-same Radical- Social 1st party. 
Despite the election trick of Tardleu 
— the attempt to utilize the assassination 
of President Doumer by a White Guard 
Russian for the purpose of creating a 
wave of reaction through misrepresent- 
ing the assassin as an "agent of the 
Comintern" — the "cound reasoning" of the 
republican bourgeoisie prevailed in the 
elections. Herriot and his followers are 
preparing to take the helm. Their position, 
as a result of last Sunday's poll is so 
tsrong that they are not directly "obliged 
to any of the other parties for support. 
Naturally, the leaders of the socialist 
party, greedy for the ministerial chairs, 
are making all sorts Of overtures to the 
vicious. But, ffom indications in the 
press, it appears that the latter are 
more inclined to bargain with the Centre 
parties, allegedly for the purose of avoid- 
ing any serious repercussion on the 
Bourse that might result from the con- 
stitution of a "Left" cabinet. Painleve, 
the Herriot men's choice to succeed 
Doumer in the presidency according to 
the latest newspaper reports has with- 
drawn in favor of Lebrun, the candidate 
of the Centre-Right, so as to "maintain 
national unity and the continuity made 
necessary by the President's death". If 
this report is true then a definite trend 
toward collaboration between the elec- 
tion victors and Tardieu is In order. 

The results, in so far as the Commun- 
ists are concerned, are not very encour- 
aging. The French party has barely 
been able to hold its own, at a time 
when increased unemployment, wage re- 
ductions and general poverty sweep the 
country. Reports are still forthcoming 
as to how the party carried on its elec- 
tion campaign, but judging from the re- 
sults, It could not have been anything 
but defective. In France, which is com- 
monly known to be the hearth of reac- 
tion in the world today and which also 
figures most piomiiwntly in all plots 
and planned attacks against the Soviet 
Union, the Importance of influencing the 
working class in a revolutionary dlrec. 
tlon, is self -apparent. To allow the re- 
formists and the bourgeois demagogues 
to canalize the resentment of the toiling 
masses of France at this time is especi- 
ally dangerous. The future will bring 
far greater tests than the elections. It 
the French Communists are to be pre- 
pared for them, the policy of the party 
which is closely bound up with the en- 
tire policy of the Comintern must be re- 
orientated accordingly. The results of the 
French elections represent another warn- 
ing for the Communists and the revolu- 
tionary workers. They point to the nec- 
essity we have stressed time and again, 



workers organization with a proposal for 
an extensive united front against police' of reexamining the fundamental prfncl- 
brutality and the right of free speech pies, strategy and tactics of our luter- 
and assembly for the workers. | national. 
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A Criticism of the Needle 
Trades Article 

BROOKLYN, N. Y- 

Dear Comrades : 

My attention has been called, some- 
what belatedly it is true but still in. 
time, to the article in the April 15 issue 
ol The Militant, entitled "Left Wing Vic- 
tory or Treacherous Bargain." The ap- 
pearance of an article of this type over 
the signature of J. P. Cannon is cause 
for great concern — concern for the rev. 
olutionary Integrity of The Militant and 
apprehension for the honest detachment 
of comrade Cannon. It is quite in order 
for the Right wing of the C: P.— the 
Lovestoneites, to besmirch themselves 
with fabrication woven out of their own 
disordered minds, but for The Militant to 
fall a victim to as openly treacherous 
and perfidious a piece of work that has 
ever been attempted by the Schlesinger 
Right wing, is to almost believe in the 
possibility of the impossible. Amongst 
a few misleading statements comrade 
Cannon makes, is one that "The third 
group, the weakest numerically and one 
that came to life only recently and has 
played very little part in the life of tho 
local, is the "Left wing" group directed 
by the C. P." This statement is absurd. 
The slightest knowledge of the situation 
in the International L. G. W. U. and 
especially Local 9 points out clearly 
that the strongest forces of the Left 
groups are concentrated in Local 8. The 
Left group of Local was the first to 
defeat the $3.75 tax, proposed by the In- 
ternational administration. In the elec 
tions for the Executive of Local 9, last 
December, the predominant Kirtzmon- 
Lovestoneite Bloc was so uncertain of 
Its ability to retain control over the 
Local that it opened a speakeasy, used 
approved John Lewis vote-stealing meth- 
ods, etc., (all ancient history). Here was 
a perfect opportunity for the I. L. G. W 
II. administration to order the election 
illegal and corrupt and call for new 
elections, thereby practically assuring the 
defeat of the Kirtzman Bloc. It did not 
grasp this "opportunity". The reason is 
apparent and especially to the Right wing 
forces. Another inaccuracy: "The Lefi 
wing group", states comrade Cannon, 
"came to life only recently." By innuen. 
do this would compel one to believe the 
group was formed "recently". Not so. 
it is a- fact that the group has been in 
existence since early 1930 and was in- 
corporated in the officially organized 
Left wing groups in March, 1931. All 
these mistatements pale into insigniflc 
ance beside the major charge, the idea 
of a secret deal. Does comrade Cannon 
know taht a leaflet was distributed pub- 
licly by the Right wing group endorsing 
the Left wing candidate. Was this, also 
part of the deal? The cloakmakers 
knew all along that the "Rights" had 
endorsed the- "Left" slate. There was 
no mystery about this such as Cannon's 
article attempts to create. Docs Cannon 
believe the discredited Right wing en- 
dorsement through a leaflet would re- 
bound to the credit of the Left group. 
Certainly not, one would have to be dull 
and stupid to believe thi3i Manifestly, 
this was an attempt on the part of the 
bloc and infamous Schlesinger group to 
swfng votes to the fake progressives. 
This is borne out by the bloc of the 
Right and Center in Local 1 and a sep- 
arate Right wing slate in Local 22. The 
bloc between these two "opposing" camps 
in the recent Dress Strike betrayal is 
additional evidence, if more is needed. 

Otherwise comrade Cannon's remarks 
on the "Company Union and slogan of 
"Unity" are absolutely -correct and valid. 
I can only conclude that comrade Can- 
non was misinformed by a few over- 
zealous Left Oppositionists. I hope to 
see this letter appear In the columns of 
The Militant as a sign of good faith on 
the part of the Editorial Board of The 
Militant. 

Tours for Unity in the Class Struggle, 
—A. BOJARSKY. 
(Reply to comrade Bojarsky's critic- 
ism appears on page 4. — Ed.) 

The Bureaucrats Act against 
Oppositionist on Waterfront 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

When that old fogy, Andrew Furuseth 
of the International Seamen's Union, 
back in 1021, threw out members of the 
Union from the hall, after they had 
fought militantly on the picket line for 
over three months, because they exposed 
the seil-out policy of his leadership, I 
thought that American seamen would 
never allow such a bureaucracy to grow 
again in their unions. But history seems 
to repeat itself. 

When I stepped into the Marine Work- 
ers Industrial Union hall last Monday 
morning, as I have done almost daily 
for the past eight months, I was imme- 
diately accosted by half a dozen huskies 
and ushered into the office for the pur- 
pose of identification concerning the 
author of an article that appeared in 
The Militant of February 2, which dealt 
with general conditions on the water- 
front. 

After some fruitless efforts at ques- 
tioning and record searching. I weni 
back Into the hall and was there imme- 
diately surrounded by Hudson, secretary 
of the union, and his Chinovniks, some of 
whom smelled strongly of bootleg liquor 
All of them crowded around me with in- 
sulting remarks. When a certain Gal- 
laghan pointed me out as the writer of 
tbe article, Hudson thundered, shaking 
his fist under my nose: "Get the hell out 
of this hall or we'll throw you out. You 
. . . dare write articles about me In 
The Militant!" 
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I protested that I am still a member 
of the union, and that if I have done 
anything wrong, I, have a right to get 
an open hearing before the membership. 
Hudson, again swinging his fist, threaten- 
ing, replied by shouting: "See this— here 
is your hearing". 

In due respect to the property and the 
office equipment of the union, which 
would have been damaged in the scuffle 
had the provocateurs succeeded in start 
ing it, I left the hall, calling to the at 
tention of the comrades the actions of 
the bureaucracy. 

Readers will recall that the article in 
question criticized the point of view of 
this same Hudson that American sea- 
men are "relatively better off than the 
other workers", that they have not felt 
the effects of the crisis and that their 
wages have not been cut generally. The 
official party has often encouraged critic- 
ism — self and otherwise — from the mem- 
bership. But it seems that standards 
and limitations are established- by the 
few bureaucrats who are in control of 
the apparatus. 

If anyone were to say that all this 
"encouragement" of criticism is merely 
a ruse of the official leadership, the 
average rank and flier will object: that 
is the correct line of the party and the 
union— the line laid down by Lenin. But 
let a member from the floor arise and 
attempt genuine discussion. Instantly 
he finds himself jeered and made uncom- 
fortable. The bureaucrats appear to 
want only yes-men. 

The sincere worker and honest critic 
has to fight his way. He Is almost cer- 
tain to be unpopular, to be in a minor- 
ity. Often he finds himself outside of 
the union and forced to go into another 
organization. When I walked out of the 
union hall, several members followed me 
and expresses their disagreement with 
the actions of Hudson and his gang. 
They told me that my criticism had been 
correct and has in some respects already 
been effective in the activities of the 
union. The delegates to the Soviet Un- 
ion are no longer selected as formerly, 
but under pressure from the rank and 
file, are now being elected from among 
the membership. The article of Hudson 
we quoted has been condemned and like- 
wise the splitting tactics of the function- 
aries. 

It is a common truth that everything 
that is good and healthy in the Soviet 
Union can be traced back to the program 
of the Left Opposition. This is also 
true on every smaller battlefront. The 
Opposition has to show the way, in spite 
of the attempts of the bureaucrats to 
discredit it. 

The bureaucracy of the M. W. I. U. 
has its roots not only in the National 
Office or in the party. They can be 
tracked down through the R. I. L. U. to 
the very doorsteps of Stalin. The mani- 
festations of new life in the Marine 
Union are certainly heartening. But 
they are only temporary and we cannot 
hope for any real change of policies un- 
til the Left Opposition is readmitted into 
the Comintern and the Russian party. 
Only with the readmisslon of the Left 
Opposition under the leadership of com- 
rade Trotsky will all the ills— all the 
splits and groupings — vanish and the 
Communist forces once more united 
against the capitalist class and its 
lackeys. 

—PAUL SCHWALBE. 

From a Railroad Worker 

Dear Comrade : 

I wrote to the railroad worker D — at 
Kansas City. I also wrote a similar 
letter to a railroad fireman at Everett, 

Wash. L is a locomotive engineer 

on the Kansae City Terminal Ry., and 
a member of Division No. 824, B. of L. 
E. The brother at Everett is, S— — 
He is local grievance man for his Lodge 
at that point on the Great Northern Rail 
way, Cascade Division. I ran a locomo- 
tive on that Division in the summer of 
1907. I was a visiting member of 
brother S — — 's Lodge several times that 
summer. The Lodge is No. 501. I senl 

brother S a Six months sub. for 

The Militant. I am working on both 
S , L — — and other progressive mind- 
ed railroad workers throughout the 
country with the view of building up 
a minority Left wing, on a National 
scale, inside of the Railroad Unions upon 
a program of definite proposals. Econ- 
omic development has already made the 
workers more responsible to practical 
proposals and slogans, even if they in- 
stinctively know that they are proposed 
by Communists. 

On Sunday, April 24th, C. R. Hedlund 
attended a Union meeting of all Twin 
City Lodges of Locomotive Firemen. This 
meeting was the culmination of several 
months efforts on the part of the Left 
wing locally under Communist guidance. 
We are working on the idea of setting 
up a local machinery for the holding 
of periodical Union meetings of all rail- 
road workers to break down craft isola- 
tion and permit the R. R. wokers to get 
together in big meetings and there to 
take up some of the most burning ques- 
tions for discussion and treatment. This 
will give the Left wing the opportunity 
to furnish the rank and file with program 
and leadership, and It will also give us 
an opportunity to expose the bankruptcy 
of the Brotherhood bureaucrats and their 
do-nothing policy. 

Although all Firemens' official meet- 
ings are supposed to be strictly secret 
and admission is only gained by sub- 
mission of secret password and grip, 
0. R. Hedlund was not only admitted to 
address themeeting but was invited to 
remain until its close and was also per- 
mitted to participate in the discussion. 
He spoke to the meeting on the role 
the two administrations ol the B. of L, 



E. and the B. of L. F. & E. were play- 
ing in trying to keep him and other 
militants from joining the ranks of our 
organized brothers. I also stressed the 
vital necessity of amalgamating these 
small and helpless 21 railroad crafts ; on 
paying labor officials union wages and 
not a thousand dollars per month when 
one half of the union membership was 
out of work of any kind ; and for us 
full-time workers to divide the work with 
those brothers who have been laid off 
until such time that we can mobilize a 
movement to secure a sis hour day : Ho 
also urged the necessity of providing for 
Union meetings of all R. R. workers. 
All of it was enthusiastically received. 
He was then successful in getting the 
B. of Ij. E. members invited also to 
their next Union meeting which will 
take place in the Lodge Hall of No. 814 
of the Firemen on the evening of May 
24th. —A. E. 

May Day in Minneapolis 

(Continued from page 1) 
thought out. The s* ctions in the various 
parts of the city and along the line of 
march up Nicollet Ave. to the Parade 
Grounds, were adequately and effectively 
directed. If those workers who follow- 
ed the marchers along the sidewalks are 
taken into consideration, the numbers 
participating in the meeting and march 
will easily reach 10,000. 

Literally hundreds of placards and 
banners of revolutionary significance 
were carried by the marchers. Commun- 
ist party banners almost without excep- 
tion. Communist literature was the only 
kind on sale, Communist buttons and 
tags calling for a struggle against im- 
perialist war, were everywhere in evid- 
ence. It was, beyond the slightest pos- 
sibility of a doubt the official party's de- 
monstration. 

Merely to say that the Party led the 
demonstration would be to ignore the 
real attitude of the party leadership. The 
party really dominated this May Day, 
from the first propaganda letter to the 
last word from the platform on the Par- 
ade Grounds. This was done by the 
simple expedient of mechanical exclu- 
sion of all workers and organizations 
who were even suspected of harboring 
any difference on any political question. 
During the weeks just before May Day, 
after the call had been Issued. The 
Communist League (Left Opposition) on 
several occasions sent representatives 
and delegates to the meettings which 
were called "united front" meetings. In 
each case, our comrades were denied 
admittance to the hall and refused all 
opportunity for work within the "uni- 
ted front". 

Now it must be clearly understood by 
the workers who read this article, that 
the Communist League and most of its 
friends, knew beforehand what to expect 
from the party leadership and were there- 
fore prepared. After being rudely ex- 
cluded from the meetings of the commit- 
tee on agreements, our comrades and 
friends proceeded, under instructions 
from the League, collectively and as in- 
dividuals, to work for the success of 
the demonstration. The League issued 
a special leaflet calling upon the workers 
to turn out for May Day and support 
the central demonstration. Our com- 
rades and their close supporters were 
instructed to assemble in the different 
sections and join the marches to Bridge 
Square, to take an active part in the 
meeting and to assist in every way pos- 
sible in making the main march, a mili- 
tant and impressive event. 

Our loyal and effective work for the 
success of the May Day meeting most 
effectively branded as lies, the vicious 
tales circulated by the party leadership. 
They were, of course, not content to let 
our conduct in the meeting further ex- 
pose them and decided to provoke trou- 
ble at any cost. This took the form, in 
the march up Nicollet Ave., of an at- 
tack upon three of our comrades, who 
were in their places in the column. 

These comrades, M. and G. Dunne and 
Louis Roseland were conducting them- 
selves as Communists should, they were 
carrying Communist literature which 
called upon the workers to join the de- 
monstration. Several of the party work- 
er guards, acting no doubt, under the 
mistaken idea that they were doing their 
duty, grappled with these comrades, tore 
the literature from them and trampled 
it under foot. During the scuffle that 
ensued, reinforcements were called by 
one of the lesser burocrats, who jeered 
as our comrades were overpowered and 
Roseland was slugged about the head, 
receiving a bad cut over the right eye. 
This display was the most violent act 
of the day, by the Party workers but 
by no means the most alarming manifes- 
tation of non-Communist attitude to- 
wards workers. 

At the entrance to the Parade Grounds, 
worker guards had been stationed in 
impressive numbers. The task that had 
been assigned them was, to prevent the 
oomrades of Trotsky from entering the 
grounds with literature of any kind on 
their persons. Further, the guards de- 
manded that our comrades keep silent, 
not to discuss with the workers. The 
dmeand was "No Communist leaflets, no 
talking at this "united front" meeting". 

Only a few short weeks ago, right 
here In Minneapolis, the police made the 
same demands upon the very worker 
guards who carried out this task. The 
bosses' cops backed up the demands also 
with threats and with slugging. 

It Is not our purpose to intimate, In 
any way, that the worker guards are in 
league with the police. Not by any 
means, but we know that it is our duty 
to bring to the attention of the worker 
Communists, the false attitude forced 
upon them by the doubly false and badly 
frightened leadership. Only terrified 
burocrats could issue this kind of in- 
structions or condone such actions In 
the ranks of the party of Lenin. 

Communism made gaina In Minnea- 



ORGANIZATION NOTES 



From time to time we have in these 
columns emphasized the activities of in- 
dividual branches. Naturally in this re- 
spect the bigger and better established 
ones can show a better record, but that 
is only a quantitative difference. A review 
of the work accomplished during the win- 
ter months, which are now about coming 
to a close, would affirm our contention 
of steady but slow growth, though not 
yet to the point of taking advantage of 
the opportunities available. 

With but one exception every branch 
Increased its membership during the 
winter. Three new branches were added. 
They have so far shown up well. In 
Cleveland we have as members among 
others the very early Left Oppositionists 
such as John Brahtin, Joe Keller, Leo 
Gleisser and others. This branch under- 
took extensive propaganda activities from 
its inception. It held weekly open forum 
meetings, the secretary reporting excel- 
lent audiences usually composed of na- 
tive American workers in the main. But 
the branch has taken up work also in 
other fields. It has organized a Jewish 
workers club and Cnser Eamf now en- 
joys a go&d circulation in Cleveland. The 
new branch in Toungstown is numerical- 
ly smaller and therefore has had to con- 
tend itself with more modest activities. 
In the main the comrades there have 
conducted individual propaganda, making 
some very valuable contacts and extended 
the Militant circulation. From our new 
branch in Newark, N. J. we have already 
carried several reports which give testi- 
mony to its substantial activities. 

Regular open forums have been con- 
ducted during Ihe winter months by the 
branches of New York, Chicago, Minnea- 
polis, St. Louis and for a while in Kan- 
sas City. The St. Louis branch, despite 
its small numbers, made particular en- 
ergetic efforts in this respect. Some very 
excellent meetings were held and a gen- 
eral good attendance came to the forum. 
As a result new members have now been 
taken into the ranks. In St. Louis the 
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polis on May Day. We of the Commun- 
ist League (Opposition) understand this 
The League comrades are proud of their 
part in these achievements. 

— RA. 
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Communist movement has never been 
numerically strong, which first of all ac- 
counts for the smallness of the Left Op- 
position. Yet our members from the be- 
ginning led in important a etivities In 
the city, particularly in unemployment 
demonstrations. After that it suffered 
a relapse and disappeared for a while 
but became reorganized again and is now 
going forward. It has now many new 
good contacts. 

Spartaeus Youth Clubs have been or. 
ganized so far by the branches of New 
York, Minneapolis and St. Louis. Jewish 
workers clubs have been organized in" 
New York and Cleveland. Study classes 
have been conducted this winter by the 
branches of New York, Chicago, Minnea- 
polis, Philadelphia and for a while in 
Boston. While the Philadelphia branch 
has gained new members it has lately 
suffered under the handicap of two of 
its moat active and leading comrades 
Morgenstern and Goodman serving a 
term in prison for their revolutionary 
activities. Both comrades will, however, 
be released by May 17th and can thus 
soon be welcomed back into the active 
ranks, agaii. strengthening the Philadel- 
phia branch and the Left Opposition as 
a whole. 

Our members have everywhere taken 
their plate in the ranks of the general 
working class struggle and given an ac- 
count with credit to themselves. It is 
necessary, however, to state that on this 
score there is still much to be desired. 
But the obstacles in the way are mainly 
the ones of the natural limitations set 
for an opposition group. For example 

in many instances the party bureaucrats 
yet succeeded in setting up barriers to 
our participation in "United Front" ac- 
tivities. But in regard to this we can 
also affirm that these walls of isolation 
are being broken through. 

Our Toronto branch has recorded irre- 
futable proof of this. At the onslaught 
by the reactionary authorities upon the 
official Communist Party, our branch 
took its position, after some hesitation 
as to how to proceed, squarely for the 
party defense. It made valuable contri- 
butions for effective united front organi- 
zation of the defense. So much so that 
its co-operation became quite generally 
accepted— at least without any open bur- 
eaucratic- hostility. Our members were 
in the thick of the defense work and thus 
able to demonstrate in— actual practice 
our readiness for a united fight for the 
Communist principles. That practical 
example helped to further th© prestige 
and strengthen the sympathetic contacts 
for the Left Opposition. It Is to be ex- 
pected that the Toronto branch will now 
go forward to new growth. 
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IVotes 

The Spanish Revolution 

The Spanish Revolution which began 
a year ago is not yet completed. Things 
are happening In Spain, and the reform- 
ists of all description are retarding the 
forward movement of the proletariat. 
Only a correct Communist policy can load 
the Spanish workers and exploited farm- 
ers to full emancipation from the capi- 
talist yoke. Read what Trotsky has to 
say in his two pamphlets "The Spanish 
Revolution", 10c; and "The Spanish Rev- 
olution In Danger", 15c. We have only 
GO copies left of the first pamphlet. Get 
yours before they are all gone. 

Germany 

To fully understand the events as they 
are shaping themselves in Germany at 
present, every militant worker should 
read "Germany, the Key to the Interna- 
tional Situation" a small Ten Cent pam- 
phlet. Trotsky has written a new book 
on the subject, supplementing this — 
"What Next?— Vital Questions for the 
German Proletariat." We expect to go 
to press with this book in a month. It 
will consist of about 200 pages and sell 
at 50c. 

Bound Volumes of Pamphlets 

All the pamphlets marked with a * in 
our list of publications, printed else- 
where in The Militant, will be bound into 
one volume and sell for $2 a copy. We 
have a limited number of 100 copies. 
To make sure jou get yours, send your 
order at once, enclosing payment. 

Draft Program 

The "Draft Program of the Commun- 
ist International— A Criticism of Funda- 
mentals," is entirely out of print. We 
need 25 copies of the paper edition to 
complete our 100 copies for the bound 
volume. If you have a copy send it to 
us and we will reimburse you, or credit 
you with the price toward the purchase 
of one of the volumes of pamphlets. 
"Strategy of the World Revolution is the 
second part of this criticism.' 
Chine 

"Problems of the Chinese (Revolution", 
a book of 430 pages, will be ready for 
shipment within two weeks. Paper cover, 
$1. Cloth bound, $1.50. Send your 
order now as we need funds to rush out 
the book on Germany immediately after 
this book. 

* * * * 

Certificate Holders 

Certificate holders are reminded that 
they are entitled to 33 1-3% discount 
from their purchases of our publication! 
The certificates are now ready and will 
be mailed to all those who paid their 
full amount of $10. Those who can af- 
ford to buy a certificate now are strongly 
urged to do so as it will greatly help us 
to extend our publishing work, to include 
all the Marxian classics. If you have 
already purchased one of these certi- 
ficates, send in your name and address 
to Pioneer Publishers. 



Make Our Press Drive a Success! 



We go to press in the middle of the 
eecond week of the final month of the 
press drive. We are therefore temporar- 
ily unable to comment on the results 
of the collections. This we will do next 
week. 

The results of distribution week are 
full of interest. For example, comrade 
Milton of the New York branch went out 
to Union Square with a bundle of three 
hundred copies of recent back numbers 
of The Militant, By announcing "Com- 
munism or Fascism in Germany by Leon 
Trotsky" in a loud voice, he disposed of 
all he had in about fifteen minutes. An 
hour later he repeated. It was the same 
wherever we distributed free. 

Because of the free distributions the 
results fell off a little. We are confid- 
ent that next week we will more than 
make up for this slight lull. Our sym. 
pathizers are still responding with ex- 
cellent spirit. A comrade writes from 
Rockford, 111., "Although the times are 
very hard and I have been unemployed 
for a whole year now, I would not miss 
one single copy of The Militant. So I 
went out and loaned a dollar from a 
close friend of mine in order to put up 
my sub. I will try to take advantage of 
the sub drive and see if I can't earn me 
a copy of Trotsky's WHAT NEXT? and 
at the same time stabilize the circulation 
of The Militant here in Rockford." Go 
to it, comrade ! 

The quotas and results to date are as 
follows : 

Quotas Results 

New York $ 325 % 63.00 

Minneapolis 200 29.50 

Chicago 100 3.00 . 

Toronto 70 

Philadelphia 40 

Cleveland 40 

Boston 40 

Newark 35 2.50 

Kansas City 30 2.00 

St. Louis 25 

Los Angeles 20 4.00 ' 

Youngstown 10 

New Haven 10- 

Montreal 10 

Duluth 10 

Springfield, 111. . . 10 



W. Frankfort, III.. 

Trenton 

Miscellaneous 



10 
10 



8.50 



Total $1,000 112.50 

We are still a long way from the 
goal but with our heavy hitting branches 
girding their loins for another assault 
on the quotas we should be well on our 
way lo success by this time next week. 
If past performances mean anything then 
comrade Coover's report is an augury of 
success. He says : "The comrades have 
decided on a tag day with distribution 
and sale of papers for next Sunday 
(May 14) in Minneapolis and, tentative- 
ly, on a tag day for St. Paul a week 
from Sunday to introduce Unser Kamf 
and Young Spaxtaeus. In the meantime 
the comrades are to solicit supporters 
and sympathizers for contributions as 
well as subs, renewals, etc., and we are 
out to get results." We believe they 
will. 

Sixteen subs were reported last week 
bringing the total for the entire drive up 
to 203. Eight of these were brought in 
by the New York branch tightening its 
hold on first plaee. Minneapolis will 
have to step on it if they want to regain 
their lost honors. The standing of the 
branches now is : New York — 79 ; Minnea- 
polis — 65; Chicago— 12; Newark — 4; 
Boston — 4; Youngstown.— i ; Kansas City 
—2; Miscellaneous— SO ; St. Louis, Mon- 
treal and Philadelphia remain where 
they were at one each. We call atten- 
tion to the appearance in the standing, 
for the first time, of Kansas City. Keep 
it up, K. C. ! 

For the remaining weeks of the drive 
all emphasis must be placed on the fin- 
ancial end of it. Remember that the 
life of the weekly Militant depends dir- 
ectly upon the success of the drive. No 
effort must be spared. Money must be 
raised. Wherever there is a dollar It 
must be pried loose from its owner. All 
sympathizers should be canvassed for 
donations. Sympathizers should not wait 
to be canvassed. They should respond 
at once. No amount is too large, no 
amount is too small. Everybody do what 
he can! Let us insure the regular ap- 
pearance of the weekly MILITANT. 
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IN THE INTERNATIONAL OF LAEOR 

Reviews and News of the Working Class and Revolutionary Movements 



Int. Right Wing on Verge of Disruption 

Leader of Czech Group Protest Brandler-Thalheimer Slanders Against Trotsky 



We are bringing below a letter sent 
by Alois Neurath, one of the chiefs 
of the Brandler Right wing in 
Czechoslovakia, to his Berlin friends. 
The whole spirit of this document is 
indicative of the ferment that is tak- 
ing place in the Right wing Inter- 
national. Faced with serious tests of 
Communist struggle, the fungus 
growth of Brandlerism is rapidly dis- 
integrating. The splitting away of the 
Walcher-Froelich group in Germany, 
the decomposition of the Bight wing 
in Czechoslovakia and Austria have 
caused a panic among the summits 
of the Brandler organization. Brand- 
ler has sent out a heart-rending ap- 
peal for an international meet of the 
stress on the extraordinary import- 
ance of the American Loves tone group 
participating in it. What will Brand- 
ler do when he discovers that his 
American bulwark is also breaking up 
and capitulating to the Stalinists? 
That is not very hard to guess . . - 
The internal situation in the camp of 
world Communism is clearing up. 
The collapse of the Eight wing will 
only i>ermit the voice of the Left Op- 
position to be heard all the more 
strongly by all the worker Commun- 
ists. 

• * • * 



whatever it does in the rest of the world i hand, then it means a step forward in 
is false— in the Arpo and in Gegen 4en| this Question." 



Prague, March 28, 1932 
To comrades Brandler and 

Thalhelmer : 
Dear Comrades : 

In the last number of the Arpo (Ar- 
belterpoUtlk— the Berlin organ of the 
Brandlerites) you publish, under the 
heading "Trotsky as the guardian saint 
of the S. A. IV a calumniation of Trot- 
sky. That is nothing new. Trotsky has 
been slandered and calumniated by the 
Arpo for months. You have never even 
attempted to take an objective position 
toward the views of Trotsky. You have, 
move-over, avoided taking such a position 
as long as the opposition which has been 
grouped about you internationally, ex- 
ists. More than two years ago, at the 
international conference in Berlin, we de- 
cided at that time to carry on this dis- 
cussion in the Inkopp (international dis- 
cussion bulletin of the Bight wing). 
These decisions remained paper deci- 
sions, although, aside from the Austrian 
group, no other section of the interna- 
tional opposition approved of your posi- 
tion in the Trotsky question. 

These facts and the results of your 
latest national conference have made 
necessary the convocation of an inter- 
national conference. The question of 
the decision with regard to the minority 
(Walcher-Froelich) was, as I said in my 
brief salutatory address, not simply a 
German affair, but a concern of the in- 
ternatlonal opposition. After your na- 
tional conference, there still remained 
the hope that you will make up for lost 
time by putting this question up for 
discussion before an international confer- 
ence. The convocation of an internation- 
al conference, in so far as I know, has 
been demanded by all groups of the op- 
position. It has become urgently neces- 
sary not only on account of the position 
towsrd Trotsky and the German minor- 
ity, but also and particularly on account 
of your evaluation of the C. I. policy 
as well as that of the Russian section 
in the C. I. Your thesis, that the 0. I. 
policy in the entire world is false, but 
inside of the U. S. S E, correct, would 
most certainly not be approved at an in- 
ternational conference. In this sense 
I spoke at our National Conference in 
Asch. We were- prepared to wait for 
the international conference, to clear up 
all the disputed, fundamental questions 
there. You are not thinking of calling 
an international conference. Without 
any regard for the views of the comrades 
in the other countries, you hold firmly 
to the thesis that whatever is being don# 
by the C. I. in the S. U. is sorrect.t hat 



Strom, Naturally, you have the right of 
propagating this view in the name of 
your group. But since the unification of 
the various foreign groups has resulted 
in an international opposition, the im- 
pression must not be given, as long as 
no discussion has taken place, that your 
position is in accord with that of the 
other groups. That is by no means the 
case. 

How unsufferable this condition has 
become, may be seen, among other things, 
from the position you take toward Trot, 
sky. In the article cited above, you re- 
print part of Trotsky's work What Next 
You add there the remark "And with 
regard to the step Walcher-Froelich have 
taken, he says that it means a step 
forward". 

You have, of course, read Trotsky's 
pamphlet quite thoroughly. You are 
therefore consciously calumniating, for 
you know well that Trotsky did not 
write that, but the contrary, Trotsky 
writes : "The minority considers an in- 
dependent and active policy necessary, 
that is directed not only against Hem- 
mele, but against the course and the 
regime of the Stalin bureaucracy in the 
U. S. S. R. and in the Comintern. If 
we interpret the position of Walcher- 
Froelich correctly, on the basis of the 
as yet inadequate material we have « 



This is what Trotsky writes, and at 
that, at a time when he could not have 
known that Walcher and Froelich had 
given up their organizational Independ- 
ence and gone over directly to the S. A. 
P. Trotsky therefore emphasizes the in- ' 
dependent policy of this group and <all* 
that a step forward. Why, then, do you 
deceive the readers of the Arpo so mani- 
festly? Why the manifest calumniation? 
Does Trotsky welcome their going over 
to the S. A. P.? These are just the 
methods of the present C. I. and of the 
papers of their sections. When, on the 
basis of such slanders, you come to the 
conclusion that Walcher is creating out 
of the S A. P. an auxiliary troop for 
Trotsky's Russian factional struggle, 
you overlook entirely and completely 
that another conclusion must follow from 
this: Namely, that you want to make 
not only out of the C. P. G. O. (Brandler 
group) , but of the other opposition 
groups, auxiliary troops for Stalin in the 
Russian factional struggle. 

The opposition arose and could only 
exist in the struggle against Stalin's na- 
tional and international policies, since 
and in so far as these policies, in their 
entirety contradict the Leninist funda- 
mentals. When yon returned from the 
Soviet Union, jou yourselves took that 



position. Only gradually you left this 
position. Since you could not and did 
not want to attain a firm position against 
Stalin's policies, disintegration has be- 
come the fate of the C. P. G. O. The 
international opposition cannot avoid 
this fate, if it will not decide to take 
a critical position toward the internal 
policy of the C. P. S. U. as well as to 
ttie whole policy of the Comintern, the 
mistakes of which have their roots in 
the erroneous policy of the C. P. S. U. 

Precisely the events in Germany make 
it the duty of all oppositionists to draw 
the line, clearly and distinctly, before 
the criminally erroneous policy of the 
C. I. Personally, I am completely in 
accord with the views Trotsky has ex- 
pressed on Fascism, on the tasks of the 
C. P. G. and particularly those contained 
in his great work. What Next? 

In my opinion, they contain the most 
astute analysis of the present situation 
in Germany from the point of view of 
Marxism-Leninism, the clearest presen- 
tation of the present tasks of the C. P. 
G. and the opposition, respectively. To 
be honest, it is impossible to vacillate 
between the fundamental views which 
Trotsky develops and the present C. I. 
policy. Either the one or the other. 
You have decided — that is perfectly clear 
today— for Stalin, only you do not want 
to say so openly. The revolutionary 
working class will decide— the longer it 
takes, the more certain will be their de- 
cision — for the fundamental views devel- 
oped by Trotsky. This my firm convic- 
tion. . . . 

With Communist greetings, 

(Signed) NEURATH. 
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The Negro and the Class Struggle 



(Continued from last issue) i monstrated, is a big step forward. Let 

But the solution cannot be brought! us not step backward into the swamp 



closer by artificial slogans, such as the 
slogan of Self Determination. We must 
minimize the desires of the Negro Petty- 
Bourgeoisie and enlarge the form of the 
proletarian interest of the Negro who is, 
like the white worker, choked with bour- 
geois ideology. National minorities must 
be won as allies to the proletariat, if 
they are oppressed minorities. But in 
winning them as allies we do not ap- 
proach the workers of this nationality 
or race as such. This would be national 
opportunism. We approach these work- 
ers as workers. We know the bourgeois 
element of the national minorities un- 
der Czarism were no better and often 
worse than the dominating bourgeoisie 
against the workers. Likewise the Negro 
bourgeois elements have already proven 
they can outstrip their white masters. 
We want allies, but not on the hasis of 
concessions and compromises on prin- 
ciples. But the Negro proletarian is no 
Negro ally' — he is a worker. The crop- 
per and dirt farmer are allies and must 
be won as such. But in this relation the 
Negro Industrial and agriculture worker 
is decisive. 

A compromise on principle means that 
the "allies" have captured the proletar. 
iat. The program of the Communists 
(Marxists) is the only one possible for 
the American Negro (or social, political 
and economic equality and freedom. The 
road is the road of elass struggle, not 
that of "preparation stages" — self deter- 
mination, democratic dictatorship of the 
Proletariat and Peasantry, four class 
party, workers and peasant parties, 
peoples revolution, etc.— which give the 
petty-bourgeois Negroes organizational 
and political control. Preparation stages 
in struggles are necessary, but not com- 
promises on principle, passed off as pre- 
paration stages. 

We must consider slogans and tac- 
tics for the race form of the class strug- 
gle. This is essential in order to de- 
feat the bosses' policy of divide and 
rule. Slogans and tactics against the 
legal and extra-legal discrimination and 
lynch laws are the order of the day. A 
will to fight the battles of the Negro 
masses, as the party has already de- 



of national reformism. 

The Negro of America was not snatch- 
ed from a State or Nation in Africa with 
national aspirations and ideologies. Nei- 
ther has America given the Negro as a 
Negro the material base for nationalism 
as sueh. The class struggle of the Negro 
is not cloaked in a national form (com- 
plicated with the national bourgeois in- 
fluence) that calls for the slogan of self 
determination at special stages and under 
special conditions in the struggle. It is 
cloaked in the race form. The American 
Negro bourgeoisie elements are no ally 
of ours. The problem is complicated 
enough without adding the national com- 
plex to it, which in this case can only 
result in national reformism. 

The racial form of social conflicts has 
taken the national form where the racial 
group obtained an economic unit. This 
has been the case in the past. Blood 
ties, gens and clans in the process of 
development from primitive Communism 
through the stages to an exploiter's soc- 
iety, naturally crystallzed as such. But 
the American Negro presents no such 
picture. His is a different and far more 
difficult problem. 

The Socialist tells us In substance, that 
the workers must not seize power iu 
backward counries. We must let the 
bourgeois revolution take its course de- 
velop Its industries (nationalism), and 
then we will win it over. Stalinism 
tells us that we must move the American 
Negro into the feeling of national con- 
sciousness through the slogan of Self 
Determination. Of course Stalinism will 
say, "No, not national consciousness". 
But we will answer : The slogan of Self 
Determination for a racial group that 
does not have a material base for such 
has even less logic than the socialist 
position. At least, these non -Marxists 
speak of a material base for bourgeois 
power, in one form, or the other, in back- 



Now on the Press! 

Problems of the Chinese 
Revolution 

by LEON TROTSKY 

THE 1923-87 CHINESE REVOLUTION WAS ONE OF THE FIRST 
WORLD-IMPORTANT POLITICAL EVENTS IN WHICH- TROTSKY'S OP- 
POSITION TO THE POLICY OF STALIN MANIFESTED ITSELF IN 
THE CONCRETE. IN THIS BOOK, QUOTATIONS FROM STALIN'SOWN 
WRITTEN WORDS AND SPEECHES ABE GIVEN AS WELL AS THOSE 
OF TROTSKY'S AND HIS SUPPORTERS. 

READ THIS HISTORICAL DOCUMENT. COMPARE THE PROPOSED 
POLICIES OF THAT DAY WITH SUBSEQUENT EVENTS IN THE CHI- 
NESE REVOLUTION, THEN DECIDE WHO WAS CORRECT. THE LEFT 
OPPOSITION DOES NOT FEAR YOUR JUDGMENT AFTER YOU HAVE 
SERIOUSLY READ AND STUDIED THIS BOOK. 

PAPER COVER ?1.00 CLOTH BOUND $1.50 

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW! 

Money Is Needed 

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 

£4 East 10th Street, 
New York, N. Y. 



ward sections. 

(When the proletariat takes power, the 
Negro worker will take his place as an 
equal with the white worker. Where the 
Negroes are the majoriy (parts of South, 
etc. ) , this majority will dominate the 
Soviets. 

The Negro worker and farmer, being 
even more suppressed and exploited than 
his white brother requires special con- 
sideration from the revolutionary party, 
even though, economically, he is a work- 
er or dirt farmer. This double exploita- 
tion and class suppression is carried out 
through the race form of the class strug- 
gle, which does not include the national 
form In the political sense. Stalinism 
says, because the Negro constitutes a 
doubly exploited racial minority, and re- 
gardless of the -argument on nationalism, 
It is proper to present the slogan of 
Self Determination for oppressed racial 
minorities as well as national minor- 
ities. 

Let us consider it in this light for a 
moment, in spite of the arguments al- 
ready presented. Adding to what has been 
said about the slogan of self determina- 
tion, we must say that it can only be 
realized, so far as the American Negro 
is concerned, after the overthrow of cap- 
italism in the South, which means the 
overthrow of American imperialism as 
such. Is this transition step needed 
then? The victory of the proletariat 
includes within it the solution of the 
double exploitation of the Negro masses. 
As for the Negro bourgeoisie, the Negro 
and white workers will take care of them 
Just as they will take care of the white 
exploiters. The Soviets of the South 
will solve this problem, even though 
special efforts will have to be leveled 
against reactionary ideological carry- 
overs. But the main struggle against the 
reactionary ideology is not a problem 
of the Negroes, but of the whites. 

But how about the slogan as a means 
of winning the Negro masses today for 
the proletarian revolution? Yes, the 



Lieutenant Seheringer 

These days, the former Reichswehr 
lieutenant, Seheringer, was sentenced to 
an additional two and a half years of 
fortress confinement by the Reich's Court 
for so-called Literary High Treason. 
This is a purely arbitary act, an act of 
revenge on the part of the bourgeoisie 
against aw outsider who is striving to- 
ward Communism. It is an act that de- 
mands the sharpest protest from all pro- 
letarians, one that casts ample light on 
brutal class justice in Germany. But 
for Communists, the question cannot end 
there. For, it is also a question of 
ideological struggle against all those who 
wipe out the boundaries between Fasc- 
ism and Communism and it has become 
a vital question for the Communist party 
at a moment when at least 200,000 fol- 
lowers of the C. P. G. voted Fascist in 
the second ballot of the presidential 
elections. But Seheringer, whose pam- 
phlets have been far more spread as 
texts for the younger generation of the 
C. P. G. than the Communist Manifesto, 
is the ideological pioneer of this devel- 
opment. Seheringer is not even today 
a Communist, but a National -Bolshevik 
L. Trotsky wrote very correctly about 
him in August 1931 : 

"Seheringer and Stenbeck-Fermor (an- 
other recent national- Bolshevik proselyte 
—Ed.) regard the task or the Commun- 
ist party very graciously as that of a 
direct conintuation of the Hohenzollern 
war. They are prepared — temporarily In 
words— to accept the "people's revolu- 
tion", if it can serve them as a means 
of mobilizing the workers for their 'rev 
olutionary' war." 

Three months ago, at a public meet- 
ing in Berlin, in which the present 
writer was the speaker, Count Stenbock- 
Fermor raised a hue and cry about 
Trotsky's "calumniation" of Seheringer. 
But for a clarification of the actual 
state of affairs, it is sufficient to quote 
what Seheringer — whom we cannot deny 
a clear, firm and incorruptible character 
—said on April 8, 1932 before court: 

"For me £he desire of national libera- 
tion was the point of departure that led 
to my development toward Communism. 
As long as the working class is oppressed 
by the capitalists of Germany itself, 
national liberation is impossible. 

"Only social liberation will give the 
laboring people a fatherland and this 
Social liberation can be attained only 
by the revolutionary working class under 
the leadership of the Communist party. 
That is also the way by which we flball 
come to national liberation." 

The words of Karl Liebknecht: "Our 
enemy is in our own country" are given 
this variation by Seheringer: '"Our enemy 
Is not in Russia, hut in the capitalist 
West". 

But the Rote Falwe and its Brandler- 
ist lick-spittles far from carefully and 
tactfully criticising this declare it to be 
100 per cent Bolshevism. It is being 
proved more and more that it was not 
Seheringer who came to the party, but 



slogan will win over many petty-bour- 
geois elements on the basis of national 
reformism. But we don't want the Negro 
petty-bourgeoisie as allies on that basis. 
The Negro worker, industrial and agri- 
cultural, is not even in this problem, be- 
cause we do not use a slogan of self 
determination for workers. We win them 
as workers, even though different racial 
and sectional (youth and women, etc.) 
tactics are necessary. 

—HUGO OEHLHR. 

The above is a discussion article. 

The views expressed are those of 

the author. Others will follow on 

the same subject. — Ed. 



the party who enmo to Seheringer. To- 
day, when the fruits of this fatal devel- 
opment are already becoming visible, 
the warning words of L. D. Trotsky in 
August 15*31 are doubly appropriate: 

"The party may, of course, utilize evea 
such individual metamorphoses as a 
means of disintegrating the camp of the 
Fascists. The crime of the Stalinist 
bureaucracy— yes, the direct crime — 
consists in this: that it declares Its 
solidarity with these elements, that tt 
identifies the voice of the party with 
their voices, that it renounces the ex- 
posures of their nationalist and mili- 
tarist tendencies, that it transforms the 
thoroughly petty bourgeois, reactionary- 
utopian and chauvinist pamphlet of 
Seheringer into a new bible of the pro- 
letariat." 

Comrade Pruegel. 
It is hard to assume that before April 
10, anyone outside of East Reinickendorf, 
a working class district of Berlin, ever 
heard of comrade Pruegel, and it is 
hard to assume that he will play a 
very great role in the future. He Is one 
of those hundreds of small functionaries, 
who, after live years of graveyard sil- 
ence in the party, has dared in an un^ 
clear, timid but nevertheless distinct 
voice to get up against the bureaucrats 
in t membership meeting, to reject the 
blabber about the guilt of the members 
for the defeats of the party and to be- 
gin to discuss the political mistakes of 
the parly leadership, particularly in the 
question of the united front. That is 
why this unfortunate comrade Pruegel 
serves the bureaucrat Ulbricht, the 
"leader of the Berlin proletariat", as 
scapegoat to (he extent of a whole page 
in the Rote Fahne of April 10. The bur- 
eaucracy is beginning to feel the ground 
tremble under their feet. They are 
faced with an elementary unrest which 
led to such outbreaks at the Berlin party 
workers conference after the first ballot 
in the recent presidential elections, that 
the conference had to be adjourned and 
the next one packed with especially pick- 
ed people. ( Permartetite Revolution pub- 
lished documents on this affair). The 
bureaucracy is pouncing on these name- 
less functionaries with a mixed feeling 
of hatred and fear. They want to up- 
root the germs, they want to crush these 
nameless objectors before the Opposition 
finds leaders with names. 

Externally, the party shows, despite 
the heavy defeats, as yet a firm and fear- 
less appearance. Internally, the disin- 
tegration has reached an extraordinary 
degree. The spirit of Ideological and 
actual capitulation, raised on the garb- 
age heap of the "national program", has 
taken the form of numbers in the 200,000 
voters who went over from Thaelmann 
to Hitler in the run-off elections. In the 
party itself it has long been obvious. 
The sympathies of the unemployed Com- 
munists for the "honest, active" Nazis, 
the readiness with which they discuss 
with them and not with the social dem- 
ocratic workers, the anxious and almost 
sympathetic reading of the Nazi press, 
the open opinion that Hitler should be 
voted for "in order to hasten the de- 
cision"— all these are enough alarm 
signals. 

All this will, however, force the Prue- 
gels, if we take Pruegel as an example, 
to throw off their reservedness. Already 
five units In Berlin-Charlottenburg have 
adopted a resolution against social Fasc- 
ism with a crushing majority. The 
workers' Opposition is beginning to bear 
fruit. We greet those nameless fighters 
who no longer fear the filthy attacks of 
the bureaucracy. Only in their strug- 
gle lies the guarantee for the salvation 
of the party and for victory. 

— E. BAUER. 



Mine ¥ean of Ihe Struggle of ttee M_«»ft Opposition 

The German Revolution of 1923 and the «Lessons of October» 



(Continued frem last issue) 
In 1917, the main leaders of the Bol- 
sheviks, before and after Lenin's ar- 
rival from Switzerland, had adopted any- 
thing but a revolutionary position. Kam- 
enev and Stalin had been for supporting 
the bourgeois republic "from the Left", 
and for the continuation of a "revolution- 
ary war" In defense ... of the Provis- 
ional government. Zinoviev, Kamenev, 
Rykov, Nogin, Lunateharsky, Lo3ovsky, 
Yaroslavsky, Molotov, Tomsky — all of 
them were either opposed to the October 
insurrection or in favor of a Menshevik- 
Bolshevik coalition government. Some of 
them— like Zinoviev and Kamenev — ad- 
opted such a position, even after the 
Bolshevik seizure of power, that Lenin, 
who had worked together with them tor 
decades, did not hesitate to deounce 
them as "strike-breakers and deserters". 
Trotsky's recollection of these facts and 
his explanation of them, their causes and 
effects, opened up a new campaign 
against "Trotskyism", in which, as had 
already become customary, the real issues 
objectively raised by Trotsky were de- 
liberately concealed or smothered ■under 
by the bureaucracy. /What might have 
been a brightly illuminated campaign of 
Instruction and enlightenment for the 
international Communist movements on 
the "art and problems of insurrection was 
treacherously converted by Zinoviev- Stal- 
ln-and-Co. into a lynching campaign 
against the Opposition and its leader. 



It is interesting to note, in passing, 
the characteristic manner in which the 
campaign was conducted on an interna- 
tional scale. Letters and telegraphic 
commands were dispatched by Zinoviev 
through the Comintern aapparatus to 
the Central Committees of all the na- 
tional Communist parties with the de- 
mand that Trotsky's "Lessons of Octo- 
ber" be repudiated and the "Old Guard" 
of the Russian Central Committee en- 
dorsed. Everywhere the wheels were set 
Into motion for the routine of adopting 
resolutions without discussion or under- 
standing. Petty bureaucrats were found 
in every party who were ready to con- 
demn or endorse whatever they were told 
to ; those that refused, were systemati- 
cally undermined, attacked and harrassed 
until their places were taken by obedi- 
ent apparatus servants. 

In the United States, more character- 
istically, the party membership was brow- 
beaten and blackjacked into a condemna- 
tion of "The Lessons of October" with- 
out ever having read it! The obscure 
"Inprecorr" containing the document was 
never sent here. The work was publish- 
ed only long afterwards in England, by 
a non-Communist, and although perhaps 
one or two people out of a million in 
this country have ever read it, the Am- 
erican party was nevertheless one of 
the first to rush to the assistance of the 
Comintern bureaucracy with a sharp con- 
demnation of the "Trotskyist attack upon 



the Old Guard". Since then such a pro- 
cedure has been raised to the level of 
a routine system. . . . 

The attempt was subsequently made, a* 
we mentioned, to make Brandler the 
scapegoat for the whole defeat. This at- 
tempt was resisted by Trotsky, who knew 
the real source of the catastrophic pol- 
icy pursued. Because he opposed the 
policy of finding scapegoats, the legend 
whs thereupon circulated that Trotsky 
was a defender of the German party 
leaders. There is not and never was the 
faintest sign of truth in the legend. Not 
only did Brandler and Thalheimer 
promptly join Zinoviev and Co. with a 
condemnation of "The Lessons of Octo- 
ber" (they were among the first, as a 
matter of fact!), but it was later proved 
by documentary evidence that it was 
Stalin and Zinoviev who not merely de- 
fended:' Brandler but have been the ones 
mainly responsible for the German policy 
in 1923. 

In 1926, after Zinoviev had broken with 
Stalin, he made public a Jetter which 
Stalin had written to him and Bueharin 
on the eve of the German defeat. The 
letter gives us the measure of the man, 
his limited, myopic outlook, his disas- 
trous political course, his ineradicable 
co-responsibility for the calamity in Ger- 
many and its subsequent consequences: 

The confidential archives of most of 
the other leaders would undoubtedly re- 
veal similar documents to Indicate that 
in 1923 they played the same role In the 



German revolution, with fatal results, 
as they sought to play In the Russian 
revolution of 1917 but were prevented 
from playing by the sharp Intervention 
of Lenin and Trotsky. 

The defeat of the German revolution, 
plus the crushing of the September 1623 
insurrection in Bulgaria and the Esthon- 
ian putsch of 1924, marked a sharp turn 
in the history of the Communist Inter- 
national. It not only opened up the 
epoch of "bourgeois stabilization" in 
Europe and the ebbing of the revolution- 
ary high-tide, but inaugurated a period 
of reaction in the Soviet republic and the 
I/nternational. Above all, it was the ob- 
jective cause tor the introduction end 
the triumph of the reactionary theory of 
"socialism in one country". It is with 
this question, and with the Fifth Con- 
gress—the first non-Leninist gathering — 
of the International, that we shall deal 
In the next article. 

—MAX SHACHTMAN. 



SPARTACUS YOUTH CLDB NOTICE 

The Spartacus Youth Club has changed 
the night of its meeting. It will now 
meet Friday evenings, 8 :00 P. M. at 
Stuyvesant Casino. This will enable 

many comrades to attend who could not 
do so when the club met on Sunday. The 
next meeting will take place Friday, 
May 13, 8 :00 P. M. at Stuyvesant Casino, 
2nd Ave., and 9th St. 
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BRING THE UNITY NEGOTIA- 
TIONS INTO THE OPEN! 



(Continued from page 1) 
Since the position of the Left Opposi- 
tion on ttie subject of Party unity, as 
on all other Important issues, is founded 
on principle, a consistency in its expres- 
sions on tbe matter from time to time 
can be noted. From our first statement 
la regard to unity at tbe Plenum wblch 
confirmed our expulsion tbree and one- 
half years ago, through the various oc- 
casions on which we again raised the 
question in timely communications to 
the Party until the present day, we have 
been guided by the example and teaching 
of our incomparable leaders, the Rus- 
sian Bolshevik- Leninists. Just as they, 
in their platform and in all subsequent 
declarations, affirmed their desire to re- 
main in the Party, and their willing- 
ness to defend their views by the normal 
processes of Party democracy and Party 
discipline, bo we have always protested 
against our enforced separation from 
the Party. We never made any special 
demands that were not taken for grant- 
ed and enjoyed by every party member 
in Lenin's time, and we do not take 
them now. 

Our chief concern, that transcends all 
other considerations, is the return of the 
Party and the Comintern to the founda- 
tion principles of Marxism. Since 1928, 
first within the Party and afterward as 
an expelled group, we have advocated, 
on all the important questions of the 
day, the Marxist line of the Internation- 
al Left Opposition against the opportun- 
ist and adventprist zig-zags of official 
Centrism. These views, the correctness 
of which has been confirmed in every 
case by the events of the class Strug, 
gle, we still maintain. We have nothing 
to repent and nothing to retract. 

Unity for us cannot be the formula 
for a reconciliation with the treacherous 
policy of the Stalinist bureaucracy, but 
a condition for the more advantageous 
struggle against it. The rectification of 
the truly enormous errors and crimes, 
not the least of which are the ruinous 
splits that have been imposed upon the 
workers' vanguard, will take place only 
in the course of the most relentless Bol- 
shevik fight against the bureaucrats of 
Stalinism, and will be finally assured 
only with their downfall. In order that 
the workers who sincerely desire the 
unification of the Party may have no 
illusions as to its actual meaning, this 
must be said directly, openly and plainly. 
They are deceivers of the Communist 
workers who, abusing their good will, 
preach "unity" and capitulate the gen- 
eral sentiment for it without speaking 
of the principle causes of the demoraliz- 
ing and splits. No better are those 
worthless intriguants who dicker over 
'■unity" in a dark corner without even 
informing the workers what is going on, 
like commission merchants with so many 
head of livestock at their disposal. No, 
the first step toward a genuine unifica- 
tion of the Communist forces must be 
a frank statement of the different posi- 
tions and the present attitude towards 
them. All the wishes in the world will 
not bring unity for struggle in any other 
way. 

This is not to say, of course, that the 
differences must be settled beforehand, 
or that the platform of the Left Opposi- 
tion must be accepted as a condition for 
unity. We have never demanded that 
The demand of the Left Opposition is 
for Party democracy, as Lenin's party 
defined and practiced it. A flree and 
open discussion of the disputes within 
the framework of the Party. A onven- 
tion whose delegates are fairly and hon- 
estly selected on the basis of the discus- 
sion. A leadership freely elected by the 
membership and subject to its control. 
The right of the minority to work in 



the party and to advance its viewpoint 
a second, a third or a tenth time on 
proper occasion, within the limits of 
the party constitution. This is the way 
Lenin's party clarified its policies, cor- 
rected its errors, chose its leaders and 
safeguarded its unity. 

Nobody has invented any other method, 
and nobody can. The Stalinist substitute 
only succeeded in derailing the Party 
from the Marxist track, crushing the in- 
itiative of the membership and celebrat- 
ing its "monolithic unity" with split 
after split. It is the horrible bank- 
ruptcy of this Stalinist substitute that 
compels the Party membership to think 
of unity again in terms of Leninism, and 
to seek a way for the inclusion of the 
Left Opposition. 

There is no doubt that the present 
objective circumstances accentuate the 
harmful results of the splits and the 
consequent weakening of the Party be- 
fore its class enemies. The sharpening 
of the class struggle at home, the in- 
creasingly heavy blows dealt to the mili- 
tant workers by the entrenched reac- 
tion, the rumbling of impending revolu- 
tionary struggles abroad — all this gives 
a powerful impulse to the sentiments for 
unity within the Party ranks. The Left 
Opposition, which has no special inter- 
ests separate from those of the class 
and the vanguard, will do all in its power 
to strengthen this current and help it to 
realize its aims. From this point of 
view the last meeting of the National 
Committee of the Communist League de- 
cided to approach the Party once again 
with an appeal for unity and a series 
of practical proposals for its realization. 
The first of these proposals, which will 
be transmitted to the Party within the 
week, will ask the reinstatement of the 
Left Opposition without any conditions 
except the rights of Party democracy, 
and with an undertaking to assume any 
duties or responsibilities whatever which 
are assigned to us by the Party. 

The second proposal, to be applied 
Immediately while the matter of formal 
reinstatement remains pending, is that 
the Party accept the cooperation of the 
Left Opposition In the class struggle ac- 
tions, in the trade unions and other or- 
ganization and on every front where the 
pressure of the class enemy is heaviest. 
The Left Opposition will take its place 
in the front ranks of every struggle with- 
out exception and will demonstrate its 
revolutionary qualities there now as it 
has in the past. The Oppositionists are 
ready to prove by deeds their right to 
work with the Party militants. They 
will prove by deeds their right to be in 
the Party. 

In the Party or temporarily outside 
of it, cooperating with the Party in uni- 
ted front struggles or denied the right 
to participate in them — whatever the cir- 
cumstances of the moment, the Left Op- 
position will retain its principle posi- 
tions, and above all its internationalism. 
We are united for life and death with 
the true inheritors of the October revolu- 
tion, the Bolshevik-Leninists of Soviet 
Russia and the international organization 
of the Bolshevik-Leninists which now 
embraces the world. We do not seek a 
solution of the problem of unity on a 
national basis ; we do not separate our 
cause from theirs. If we are readmitted 
to the American Party our first demand 
in free discussion will he: 

Reinstate the expelled oppositionists 
in Russia and all other sections of the 
Comintern! Recall Trotsky from Con- 
stantinople and Rakovsky from Siberia! 
Release the thousands and tens of thou- 
sands of Bolshevik-Leninists from the 
Stalinist prisons and exile camps and 
restore them to their rightful place in 
the Party. That and only that will give 
a revolutionary, international substance 
to the slogan of Communist Unity. 
* * ♦ • 



REPLY TO COMRADE BOMBSBY 

A worker who apparently agrees in 
part with the trade union policy of the 
Communist League has criticized the 
article on the elections in Local 9 of tbe 
I. L. Q. W. U. which appeared in the 
issue of April 18th. In order that his 
differences may be fairly presented, his 
letter is printed in full on the corres- 
pondence page. The doubts we expressed 
about the genuineness of the victory of 
the Left wing in the Local 9 elections 
are attributed by the writer of the let- 
ter, comrade Bojarsky, to misinformation 
about the conditions in this local and the 
relation of forces between the contending 
groups. It that were really the case we 
would have no hesitancy in acknowledg- 
ing and correcting the error, since hon- 
est information is the prerequisite for 
intelligent and enlightening discussion. 
But a closer nvestigatlon of the matter, 
including the consultation of a number 
of informed workers in the needle trades, 
to whom comrade Bojarsky 's letter was 
shown, has convinced us that our first 
article was correct, in fact as well as in 
inference. 

As a proof of the strength of tbe Left 
group in Local 9 comrade Bojarsky says 
it "was the first to defeat the $3.75 tax 
proposed by the International Adminis- 
tration." If the Left alone had fought 
this tax, and the other two groups — the 
Right as well as the "Progressive Bloc" 
— had defended it, then the defeat of 
the tax would indeed have been an in- 
dication of the strength of the Lett. 
But this is not exactly so. The "Pro- 
gressive Bloc" was also against the tax, 
and since this group controls the adminis- 
tration of the local, which In itself is 
a demonstration of its strength, it is 
manifestly wrong to conclude that the 
defeat of the tax showed the supremacy 
of the Left. We sympathize with the 
"patriotic" loyalty to the Left which our 
correspondent shows. But we do not in 
the least help the cause of the Left by 
closing our eyes to realities and making 
exaggerated and easily refuted claims 
regarding its accomplishments. 

Comrade Bojarsky also disputes our 
statement that the "Left wing group In 
the local came to life only recently and 
has played very little part in the life 
of the Local." Against that he says the- 
group "has been in existence since 1930 
and was incorporated Into the officially 
organized Left wing groups in March, 
1931". Here again, in our opinion, the 
criticism is iot a refutation. We- did not 
speak of the "existence" of the group, 
but of its "coming to life" and "playing 
a part in the life of the Local". These 
expressions were used deliberately. Af- 
ter the practical elimination of the In- 
dustrial Union from this field the Left 
wing workers in shops under control of 
the Schlesinger union were obliged to 
register again. Their eventual formation 
into a group within the old union was 
inevitable. But they could not play a 
really effective part In the struggles 
within the union. And why? Because 
the policy of the Party and the ofllcial 
Left wing made it impossible. 

First the Party and the Industrial 
Union declared the I. L. G. W. U. a 
"company union" and forbade an organ- 
ized struggle within it. (See the resolu- 
tions of the Industrial Union Convention.) 
It denounced as a "reformist illusion" of 
the Trotskyites, the idea that it could 
be transformed into an organ of the 
class struggle. This insane policy could 
not stand up under the test of the actual 
developments. Then the Stalinists "chang- 
ed" it— in the typical Stalinist way, 
without saying so, and without changing 
the theory which motivated it. As a re- 
sult there was a period during which the 
Left members were organized into a 
group within the "company union" for 
the purpose of splitting away little sec- 
tions. This muddle-headed strategy also 
suffered a collapse. How can you build 
a real fighting force within a union if 
you announce in advance your intention 
of breaking it up? 

Thus it was only recently, that the 
Party, while still muttering the "com- 



On the Anniversary of Marx's Birth 



(Continued from last issue) 
Karl Marx In his early youth became 
a disciple of Hegel. It is not our pur- 
pose here to attempt to take up the 
Hegelian concept more than to say that 
it represented one of the first serious and 
thorough endeavors to break with the 
philosophy of the past— particularly that 
of the middle ages— which conceived 
of all things as fixed, constant and eter- 
nal, and to formulate in its place a new 
logic in accordance with the universal 
process of evolution. The essence of 
this was the dialectic. 

To Marx, the dialectic became the 
method of investigation of social and 
economic phenomena. Through it he 
formulated his materialist conception of 
history, which belongs entirely to Marx, 
and Engels. But with that discovery he 
also separated the dialectic method from 
the Hegelian mysticism and idealism. It 
became dialectic materialism. It revolu- 
tionized the science of history. 

By the means of the materialist con- 
ception Marx was able really to explain 
the course of history, not only in so far 
as it relates to the past, hut also its fu- 
ture stages. That became possible be- 
cause this conception proceeds from the 
basis of the economic conditions of each 
society. It holds that the relations of 
production, of each given stage are the 
foundation for its social order, the 
foundation for its legal and political 
superstructure, as well as for its division 
into contending classes. Marx did no! 
discover the existence of classes or the 
class struggle. That was known long 
before him. But he added the contribu- 
tion that its existence is bound up with, 
and is the result of, certain phases of 
the material production. He added also 
the essential contribution that the op- 
pressed class today, the modern prole- 
tariat, in achieving its own emancipation 
must thereby liberate society as a whole 
from class divisions. Now this will be 
accomplished through its various stages 
Marx stated in precise formulation in 
his letter to Weidemeyer, written in 
1852, in part it reads as follows : 

" . . the class struggle leads neces- 
sarily to the Dictatorship of the Prole- 
tariat; this dictatorship is but the transi- 
tion to the abolition of all classes end 
to the creation of a society of free and 
equal." 

There could be no clearer exposition 
of the materialist conception of history 
than this statement. It pictures the re- 
sults of the relations of production, and 
tbe social organization necessarily fol- 
lowing from it, traced to its logical con- 
clusion. Yet it skips none of its stages, 
but clearly and decisively specifies the 
form of class rule of the proletariat dur- 
ing the transition period, the period be- 
tween capitalism and Communism and 



pany union" idiocy, gave directives for a 
more sensible participation of the Left 
group in the internal affairs of the Local 
The fight against the tax was one sign 
of this turn. The participation in the 
recent elections was another. But there 
is yet a long way to go. The correction 
of the Left policy has only begun. A 
radical change must yet take place, both 
in theory and practice, before the Left 
wing can even become a serious contend- 
er for supremacy. To contend that this 
supremacy has already been demonstrated 
comrade Bojarsky had to deceive himself 
as to the obvious facts. 

After the reports of the convention of 
the International and the Plenum of the 
Industrial Union are received we will 
return to this subject again. Meantime 
both the Militant and the Unser Kamf 
will be glad to print the opinions of the 
needle trades workers as to the facts 
and the inferences to be drawn from 
them. How does the Left wing stand 
now and how can it regain its lost posi- 
tions? Letters on this theme, whether 
they coincide with our views or not, 
will be welcomed. — J. p. c. 



the economic transformation of the one 
into the other. Truly, with the discovery 
of the materialist conception of history, 
Socialism became elevated to a science. 
Yet, how pitiful are those contemptible 
charlatans who claim adherence to scien- 
tific Socialism but reject the Proletar- 
ian Dictatorship — that is, under the guise 
of the common phrase, "it might be al- 
right for Russia, but not in America." 
The truth about them is that they do 
not at all accept the essence of Marxism 
— the forceful overthrow of the capital- 
ist system. They do not accept this sum 
and substance of all Marx's teachings — 
the Proletarian Dictatorship. There is 
not a shred of the revolutionary in them. 
Engels says of the Communist Mani- 
festo, that, "the Sunda mental proposi- 
tion, which forms its nucleus, belongs to 
Marx." Here Is traced, distinctly in the 
light of the materialist conception, the 
historical development which established 
the capitalist system, from the serfs of 
the middle ages to the burghers of the 
earliest towns; and next, to the first 
elements of the bourgeoisie. Shattering 
the feudal guild monopoly emerged the 
manufacturing system. "Thereupon, 
steam and machinery revolutionized in- 
dustrial production. The place of manu- 
facture was taken by the giant, Modern 
Industry . . . Each step in the develop- 
ment of the bourgeois was accompanied 
by a corresponding political advance of 
that class . . . the bourgeoisie has at 
last, since the establishment of Modern 
Industry and of the world market, con- 
quered for Itself, in the modern repre- 
sentative State, exclusive political sway.'' 
The Manifesto could therefore lay down 
the postulate that the class struggle is 
essentially a political struggle and that 
the proletariat must elevate Itself to be- 
come the ruling class led to this goal by 
its revolutionary vanguard. 

To this we shall here add further 
only by quoting the proposition: "In 
place of the old wants, satisfied by the 
productions of the country, we find new 
wants, requiring for their satisfaction 
the products of distant lands and climes. 
In place of the old local and national 
seclusion and self-sufficiency, we have 
intercourse in every direction, universal 
interdependence of nations", Apparently 
forgotten, within leading circles of the 
Communist parties today, are these 
words. Apparently forgotten is also the 
conclusion which Marx drew of the so- 
cial, the international character of the 
proletarian revolution. In Its place has 
been substituted the theory of Socialism 
in One Country with disastrous conse- 
quences to the world Communist move- 
ment. 

Viewing the developments in the great 
French revolution in historical retro- 
spect Marx noted its continuous upward 
progress. The rule of the Constitution- 
alists was followed by that of the Giron- 
dists and then by the Jacobins. Each 
advancing force needing the indispens- 
able support of the next succeeding one. 
"When each party, in turn, had conduct- 
ed the revolution as far as it could or 
dared, and wanted to cry halt, it was 
pushed aside by the bolder spirits who 
had hitherto supported it, and cleared 
away by the giullotine." But the prole- 
tariat, as Marx observed, had not yet 
emerged as a separate and distinct force 
out of the third estate. 

In the fateful evevts of 1848-50, and 
proceeding them, i B the July days, 1830, 
in France as well as the large scale 
strikes in England in 1842 and in Sile- 
sian weavers' insurrection in 1844, the 
proletariat had emerged as a distinct 
class but still remained an appendage of 
the middle class parties. Marx noted 
that these movements, Inspired by Com- 
munism on the continent and by Char- 
tism in England could no longer be look- 
ed upon as chance pheomena, but were 
an expression of the aspirations of an 
oppressed class. And, after the June 
defeat in France of 1848, Marx could 
draw the conclusion for the proletariat 



which groups itself "more and more 
around revolutionary Socialism, around 
Communism." . . . "This Socialism", he 
said, '"is the declaration of permanent 
revolution, the establishment of the Class 
Dictatorship of the Proletariat as a nec- 
essary step towards the abolition of 
class distinctions in general, towards 
the abolition of all the conditions of 
production on which class distinctions 
depend, towards the abolition of all the 
social relations which depend on these 
conditions of production, towards the rev- 
olutionizing of all Ideas which emanate 
from these social relations." 

Once again we can add, that here we 
have, on the basis of the concrete pro- 
letarian experiences, the materialist con- 
ception of history applied and set down 
with an indelible imprint for the future. 
The revolutionary events during Marx's 
life time closed with the Paris Commune. 
The proletariat had then reached a dis- 
tinct independnt class position, though 
not yet, as Mnrx observed, a position 
of revolutionary maturity and prepara- 
tion. It had not yet creitiod its revolu- 
tionary party. Its heroic attempt to 
maintain a proletarian regime was cir- 
cumvented essentially because of these 
weaknesses. And it was on this experi- 
ence that Marx, in his address to the 
General Council of the International, 
made his masterful analysis, culminating 
in the terse statement : "Bait the work- 
ing class cannot simply lay hold on the 
ready made state machinery and wield 
it for its own purpose." In these words 
are again forcefully reiterated the con- 
clusions from the realistics of the mater- 
ial world. Today they serve as the pro- 
letarian revolutionary strategy. 

Our task Is today, clearer than ever, 
(o proceed on the foundation of Marxism 
Hnd to fully comprehend what Man 
embodied in his thesis to Feuerbach : 
"Up to the present the philosophers have 
hut interpreted the world ; it is, however, 
necessary to change it." 

We witness today the completion of 
the process of a dialectic cycle ill human 
society. We have reached the last and 
final period of the capitalist epoch. The 
blood and tears In which the pages of 
the history of its birth were written is 
again being shed at this stage of its 
violent decay and collapse. It is giving 
birth to a new and higher stage. The 
world is being changed. A glorious be- 
ginning was made by the proletarian rev- 
olution in Russia. In that we saw the 
theoretical system of Marx applied and 
brought to its first victorious conclusion. 
But in that we found also the closest 
approximation to the life long revolu- 
tionary friendship of Marx and Engels in 
the unshakable friendship and harmony 
of views, during *he decisive revolution- 
ary events, of Lenin and Trotsky. 

The gigantic vision, the enormous and 
all embracing perspective unfolded in 
the closing paragraph of the concise 
statement of his materialist conception 
of history which Marx embodied in his 
Introduction to the "Critique of Political 
Economy", is about to be realized. It 
reads as follows : "The bourgeois rela- 
tions of production are the last antagon- 
istic form of the social process of pro- 
duction . . . the productive forces devel- 
oping in the womb of bourgeois society 
create the material conditions for t£e 
solution of that antagonism. This so- 
cial formation constitutes, therefore, the 
closing chapter of the prehistoric stage 
of human society." 

— ARNE SWABECK. 



MINNEAPOLIS, ATTENTION! 

The Minneapolis comrades have ar- 
ranged a JAMBOREE for Saturday 
night, May 21st, 8 P. M. at the home of 
the Ulrichson's 4627 Colfax Ave., NO., 
for the benefit of the Left Opposition 
Press and as a send off for the N. E. C. 
comrades leaving for the Plenum. All 
comrades and sympathizers of The Mili- 
tant and Unser Kamf, as well as Young 
Spartacus are urgently invited to attend. 
An unusually interesting program is pro- 
mised. Johnson, Gnrran and Miles Dunne 
have their heads together. Nuff said. 
Bring your friends! 

—THE COMMITTEE. 



Stalinist Zig-zags on the Question of 

the « United Front» 



by LEON TROTSKY 



-<t>- 



(Continued from last issue) 

Everyone should read the Infantile Disease of 
Leftism ; today it is the timeliest of timely books. It 
is in reference to just such situations as the present 
oi>e in Germany that Lenin speaks of — we quote ver- 
batim — -"the absolute necessity for the vanguard of 
the proletariat, for its class conscious section, for the 
Communist party to resort to tacking anil veering in 
its course, to agreements and compromises with dif- 
ferent proletarian groups, with different parties of 
workers and of small proprietors. - . . The whole mat- 
ter lies in being able to apply this tactic for the sake 
of raising and not lowering the common level of pro- 
letarian class consciousness, of the revolutionary 
spirit, and of the capacity to fight and io win," 

But what steps does the Communist party take? 
Day in and day out, it reiterates in its newspapers 
that the only United Front it will accept, "is the one 
directed against Bruening, Severing, Leipart, Hitler 
and their ilk." In the face of a proletarian uprising, 
there is no gainsaying it, there will be no difference 
between Bruening, Severing, Leipart, and Hitler. 
Against the October Bolshevik uprising, the S. R.'s 
and the mensheviks united with the Cadets and Korn- 
ilovj Kerensky led the Black Hundreds and the Cos- 



sacks of General Krasnov against Petrograd; the 
mensheviks supported Kerensky and Krasnov; the S. 
R.'s engineered the uprising of the junkers under the 
leadership of monarchist officers. 

But this doesn't at all mean that Bruening, Severing, 
Leipart and Hitler always and tinder all conditions 
belong to the same camp. Just now their interests 
diverge. At the given moment the question that is 
posed before the social democracy is not so much one 
of defending the foundations of capitalist society 
against proletarian revolution as of defending the 
semi-parliamentarian bourgeois system against Fasc- 
ism. The refusal to make use of this antagonism 
would he an act of gross stupidity. 

"To wage war for the purpose of overthrowing the 
international bourgeoisie," Lenin wrote in the Ijmtan- 
tlle Disease of Leftism, "and to refuse beforehand 
to tack and veer in one's course and to make good use 
of the antagonism (no matter how temporary) in in- 
terests between the enemies; to eschew agreements and 
compromises with possible (no matter how temporary, 
vacUtating and adventitious) allies — isn't that too 
funny for words?" Again we quote verbatim: the 
word we italicize in parentheses are Lenin's. 

We quote further: "It is possible to vanquish s 



more powerful enemy only by straining one's forces to 
their utmost; and it is imperative that one make use, 
most painstakingly, carefully, cautiously and expert- 
ly, of any "rift" between the enemies, no matter how 
tiny." But what are Thaelmann and Remmele under 
Manuilsky's guidance doing? With might and main 
they are striving to cement — with the theory of so- 
cial Fascism and with the practice of sabotage against 
the United Front, the rift — and what a rift — between 
the social democracy and Fascism. 

Lenin enjoined that use be made of "every opportun- 
ity to gain a mass ally, no matter how temporary, 
vaciUating, unreliable, and, adventitious, Whoever 
hasn't been able to get that into his head — he said— 
doesn't understand an iota of Marxism, and of con- 
temporary scientific socialism, in general." Prick up 
your ears, prophets of the new Stalinist school: it 
is written here in black and white that you don't un- 
derstand an iota of Marxism. It's you Lenin spoke 
of. R. S. V. P. 

But, the Stalinists refute, without a victory over 
the social democracy, victory over Fascism is impos- 
sible. Is this true? In a certam sense it is. Yet the 
converse theorem is also true: without victory over 
Italian Fascism, victory over the Italian social dem- 
ocracy is impossible. Both Fascism and the social 
democracy are tools in the hands of the bourgeoisie. 
So long as capital rules, Fascism and social democracy 
will exist in divers combinations. All the questions, 
therefore, are reduced to the same denominator: the 
proletariat must overthrow the bourgeois regime. 

But just now, when this regime is tottering in Ger- 
many, Fascism steps forward in its support. To lay 
this supporter by the heels, we are told, it is first nec- 
essary to finish off the social democracy . . . Thus 
we are led into a vicious circle by schematism dej.d 



as a herring. The only conceivable way out is in the 
domain of action. And the character of this action 
is determined not by juggling abstract categories but 
by the real interrelations between the living historic 
forces. 

"On, no!" the functionaries keep drumming, "we 
shall 'first' liquidate the social democracy. How? 
Very simply, we shall order our party organizations 
to recruit 100,000 new members within such and such 
a period. Instead jf political struggle — merely pro- 
paganda ; instead of dialectic strategy — departmental 
plans. And what if the real development of the class 
struggle, at this very moment, has posed the ques- 
tion of Fascism before the working class, as a life 
and death question? Then the working class must 
be wheeled about with its back to the question ; it must 
be lulled ; it must be convinced that the task of lighting 
against Fascism is a minor task ; that it will wait and 
solve itself ; that Fascism in reality rules already ; that 
Hitler will add nothing new; that there is no cause to 
fear Hitler; that Hitler will only clear the road for 
the Communists. 

Is that exaggerating, perhaps? No, this is the 
exact and indubitable idea that motivates the leaders 
of the Communist party. They do not always follow 
it to its ultimate conclusion. On coming in contact 
with the masses they recoil often from the ultimate 
conclusions; they make a hodge-podge of divers pol- 
icies, confusing themselves and the workers ; but on all 
those occasions when they try to make both ends meet, 
they proceed from the inevitability of the victory of 
Fascism. 

— L. TROTSKY. 

(To be Continued) 

(From What Next?— Vital Questions for the Ger- 
man Proletariat) 
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Congress Talks Unemployment Relief 

For the Workers - Only the Jingle of the Government Coin 

(P 



Events are moving swifter than usual 
in the United States Congress. There 
hangs over it the threatening cloud of 
the huge unemployed army, growing 
more hungry, more sullen, and snowing 
signs of restlessness, and for the relief 
of which the government has done abso- 
lutely nothing. The swifter moves are 
undoubtedly inspired by the fear that 
Is foreshadowed in the dastardly police 
shootings in Dearborn and in Melrose 
Park. The agents of privilege In the 
Senate and in the House are as deliber- 
ately arrogant, as were the savage "up- 
holders of the law" when they faced the 
starving workers in these two places. 
The latter Instances Indicate the more 
concrete side of how the capitalist gov- 
ernment really Intends to deal with the 
unemployment problem. This is where 
capitalism revealed itself in its true 
nature. 

Yet this fear is the outstanding motive 
force behind the events in Congress. With 
that follows the scurrying for special 
consideration and for special gains for 
the various privileged Interests from 
any measure contemplated to restore 
"prosperity". In addition, it is an elec- 
tion year, and the lawmakers have 
enough at stake to maneuver for the 
most favorable position. 

There is a national treasury deficit 
now of over $2,500,000,000 giving Incon- 
trovertible testimony to the crisis In 
capitalism. The Congress is still strug- 
gling with the balancing of its budget 
Bipartisan alliances are made feverishly 
and broken up again. Clashes of spe- 
cial group interests bring forth epithets 
such as "dastardly lies" and "damnable 
lies". Senators and Representatives voci- 
ferously proclaim their "honesty" in the 
face of the heavy lobby bribes. 

The insurgents — the socalled progres- 
sives, headed by La Guardla, La Fol- 
lette, Costigan, etc.— sponsoring the in- 
terests of the embattled petty bourge- 
oisie, were the first to become vocifer- 
ous. The proposed manufacturers' sales 
tax went down to defeat. Jt caused the 
majority leader in the House, Ralney, 
to declare gravely, with words to this 
effect : you gentlemen have gone further 
toward socialization of property than any 
nation outside of Soviet Russia. The ad- 
ministration omnibus bill was shaved 
down to leave almost nothing. And the 
deficit remains. Meanwhile the leaders 
of industry and finance, "suffering" un- 
der the crisis, and clamoring ever more 
loudly for their pound of flesh. So, now 
the heavy hitting artillery is moving for- 
ward in Congress. But mobilized are 
also the pitiable efforts of the reaction- 
ary trade union leaders. 

Representatives of seven leading rail- 
road unions have declared to the Presi- 
dent that unless immediate 6Veps are 
taken to increase' employment and relieve 
distress, they, "will be obliged to de- 
mand a dole". What a terrifying threat ! 
And so, to apply immediately the neces- 
sary soothings, they come forward with 
the Smith Debt Plan. They propose the 
President to appoint a commission com- 
posed of five representatives, one for 
labor, one for the farmers, two outstand- 
ing business leaders and one financial 
expert. This commission is to restimu- 
late trade and export from the United 
States. Their plan at once won the ap- 
proval of democratic politicians. And 
why not? It Is as cast in their own 
mold. Now these trade union flunkeys 
want to appear in the lion's role. When 
facing the wage cut demands of the rail- 
road magnates they were, however, meek 
as rabbits. But they have now again 
only the idea in mind of greater colla- 
boration with the outright capitalist 
representatives in making the counter- 
feit relief measures seem palatable to 
the workers and help pull the wool over 
their eyes. Never for once would they 
entertain the idea of even calling upon 
their union phalanx to exert the press- 
ure of their numbers or to utilize their 
strategic position, of moving the wheels 
of transport, to fight for their right to 
live, and to resist the onslaughts upon 
them. 

The "relief" measures proposed in 
Congress are practically all of the same 
character. There is no real difference 
between the proposals of Senator Rob- 
inson and President Hoover. Both em- 
body a $2,500,000,000 plan for "relief". 
That Is, only about $300,000,000 of this 
Is to go to the various states and muni- 
cipalities to be doled out in miserable 
charity rations. The fat morsel, the 
$2,000,000,000, is to become tax exempt 
bonds to be used for private profit mak- 
ing enterprises. Politely, they are call- 
ed self-liquidating enterprises. 

Here we have the outrageous arrogance 
of a capitalist government. The existing 
unemployment situation has long ago 
called for unemployment insurance for 
the millions of jobless and penniless 
workers. A few miserable charity 
crumbs to them Is all so far. And there 
Is no Indication that actual relief, that 
actual unemployment insurance will be 
granted until the workers sufficiently 
arouse their latent mass power to com- 
pel consideration over the opposition of 
the capitalist politicians. 



On the other hand, the tax exempt 
bonds advocated in Hoover's proposal for 
investment for further exploitation, is 
to be handled through the Finance Re- 
construction Corporation, What that 
will mean, is indicated in the very first 
"relief" loan granted by this institution 
to the Missouri Pacific railroad, half of 
which went to pay maturing loans to 
Wall Street bankers. It will mean in- 
vestments to fatten dividends and streng- 
then the capitalists to administer fur- 
ther wage cuts. 

Some of the more sceptical of Wall 
Street's uncrowned kings predict that 
this new bond floatation will eause In- 
flation. Not that they are opposed to 
inflation. These real magnates support 
the Goldsborough bill, which went over 
with a whoop in the House of Represen- 
tatives and provides for authorization to 
the Federal Reserve to elevate the price 
level to the bourgeois prosperity period 
of 1021-29. 

Truly the United States Congress is 
making headway toward its capitalist 
relief. Nothing could please this whole 
gentry more than to actually accomplish, 
by strengthened monopoly, a higher com- 
modity price level. What with workers' 
wages already drastically reduced and 
the coupon clippers strengthened to ad- 
minister more cuts, the higher price level 
should seem doubly enticing. 

One of the tasks of the heavier artil- 
lery, now moving forward in Congress, 
is to harmonize the conflicting capitalist 
group interests. An illustration of one 
of such problems is afforded in the pro- 
posed billion dollar tax bill In the Sen- 
ate. It contains tariff clauses which 
immediately became controversial. Re- 
presentatives of one set of capitalists 
clamoring for duty on certain products 
for their Investment protection while 
others, who have the opposite interests, 
are opposed. This is nothing new. It 
has just become more glaringly expressed 
in their present political dilemma. 

Yet, through all the clashing conflicts 
reflected In these higher governmental 
bracketts emerges one common and uni- 
ted aim ; namely, to advance the counter- 
feit relief measures, shielding the real 
ones for the Investors', to ward off the 
working class drift toward the Left. Un- 
questionably Congress has so far suc- 
ceeded In attracting the favorable atten- 
tion of the more credulous among the 
masses. Will the capitalist politicians 
attain their aim of changing the work- 
ing class leftward trend so as to more 
easily defeat its demands and crush its 
growing aspirations? That is the impor- 
tant queition. 

Much valuable time has already been 
lost by the Tailure of the official Com- 
munist party leadership to take the ele- 
mentary steps to build a serious move- 
ment which would begin to unite em- 
ployed and unemployed workers. But 
there is yet a rich opportunity available. 
There is now a better opportunity for 
the workers to learn, by actual experi- 
ence, what can he expected from the 
bourgeois parliamentary talking shop. 
They will learn more concretely that 
the United States Congress, the same as 
all other capitalist parliaments, are in- 
stitutions for the protection of capital- 
ist interests and for the keeping of the 
workers in subjection. — A. S. 



Help Save 

Oar Weekly 

Militant ! 



Save the Weekly MILTANT! Since 
last week's appeal our financial position 
has become worse. Bills continue to 
weigh on us with Alpine pressure. The 
situation is crippling all our efforts. We 
must have money. We must have It at 
once. 

The problem of getting paper and ink 
for each week's run of THE MILITANT 
is solved only by Herculean efforts. To 
make sure that each issue will appear 
regularly our comrades, readers and sym- 
pathizers should respond NOW with 
*) nations. 

The straggle of the working class 
against the ravages of the crisis, the on- 
slaughts of the bosses will go on. But 
will the voice of the Left Opposition con- 
tinue to be heard regularly every week 
through its press? Will the Left Op- 
position be able to influence these strag- 
gles as effectively? That is the question 
that faces us. 

Every comrade, every reader, every 



sympathiser must realize the extreme 
urgency of the situation, the categorical 
nature of the issue which the situation 
presents. And he must realize, too, that 
only prompt assistance will pull us 
through. 

In Cleveland last summer we saw un- 
employed workers pay their last nickels 
for copies of THE MILITANT. From 
everywhere we receive expressions of 
the esteem in which THE MILITANT is 
held, of its importance, of its necessity 
for workers. It is known and eagerly 
looked for from coast to coast. 

Will THE MILITANT continue to 
speak our point of view to these workers 
regularly every week? Will our most 
powerful weapon in the struggle for the 
ideas of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trot- 
sky, for the ideas of revolutionary inter- 
nationalism — will this clarion of the in- 
ternational proletarian revolution con- 
tinue to appear weekly? THAT DE- 
PENDS ON YOU. 



The Political Crisis of 
Japanese Imperialism 



-o- 



During the past few weeks the lull in 
the Far Eastern developments has once 
more been broken. The Manchurian ad- 
venture and its effects are making them- 
selves felt with particular intensity. 
For months, the Japanese invasion of 
China and the occupation of Manchuria 
have been characterized by a rather 3tow 
evolution. The contradictions in the in- 
terests of the various Imperialist powers 
have to a large extent held back the 
Tokio brigands from going the full 
length of their intentions. It was for 
this reason that they were forced to con- 
clude the "truce" of Shanghai. 

In Manchuria, the constitution of the 
new Manchu-Kuu state and the efforts of 
the Nipponese to solidify it as a base 
of operations have been marked with per- 
sistent guerilla warfare throughout the 
country, scattered groups putting up a 
stubborn resistance against the invad- 



The Philadelphia Convention of the I. L G. W. U. 



The I. L. G. W. U. Convention just 
concluded at Philadelphia marked, as it 
were, the official close of a period in 
the historic struggle between the Left 
wing and the Socialist-Forwards bureau- 
cracy. It was a temporary triumph for 
(he Schlesinger clique. The correlation 
of forces of the various factions and 
groups, as reflected at the convention, is 
indicative of the process of entrenchment 
of the Right wing after its erstwhile de- 
feats in the protracted struggle with the 
Left wing, a process that has been going 
on in the face of objective conditions 
favorable tor the Left wing, in the face 
of growing discontent on part of the 
membership and the recently developed 
opposition in the three largest locals in 
New York, led by the Anarchist-Love- 
sotneite bloc. 

The whole character of the convention 
was reminiscent of traditional I. L. G. W. 
U. Conventions prior to the historic en- 
counter between the Right and the Left. 
The Schlesinger clique ruled the conven- 
tion, while behind the scenes, deals for 
offices and other spoils were being con- 
cluded -under the close supervision of 
Abe Cahan and Morris Hilqult. 

Sehlesinger's opening speech at the 
convention was remarkable for its lack 
of content and for its demagogy. The 
vital problems concerning the member- 
ship of the union and the satisfaction 
of their pressing needs were not at all 
touched upon in his speech, except for 
the financial difficulties caused by the de- 
crease in the amount of dues to the or- 
ganization and the debts incurred during 
the tight with the Left wing. He spoke 
of the economic crisis and the cures for 
it, repeating the banalities and the re- 
formist twaddle of solving the crisis by 
high wages and full employment He 
indulged in talk about "unity" and "har- 
mony", the "solidification of the ranks" 
and the "common cause." As to policies 
and tasks for real struggle to resist the 
growing attacks of the bosses on the 
conditions of the workers in the indus- 
try, as to how to satisfy the need of the 



workers in the industry for real unity— and the privileges of the entrenched bur- 
Schlesinger did not deem it important to ] eaucracy. Among the resolutions of this 
raise these issues. He felt perfectly 
safe in the surrounding atmosphere of a 



More About the Unity Negotiations 



We have received the folowing letter 
from a Party member: 

Dear Comrades: 

I didn't know you were going to print 
my first letter. Otherwise I would have 
left out that part about Gannes and the 
"Soviet- American Alliance", or asked you 
to delete it. This "clue" started a buzz- 
ing and a search for the "P" who gives 
out information about the "private af- 
fairs" of our leaders. However, there 
was no harm done. 

The upper circles are buzzing with dis- 
cussion of the unity proposition, and the 
negotiations with Lovestone are still 
going on sub rosa. The article of Gltlow 
in the Workers' Age Is false in one re- 
spect at least, in so far as it gives the 
impression that negotiations have been 
suspended. On the contrary — this is 
aboslutely straight from a member of the 
Polcom — the C. I. man personally held 
conferences with L»vestone since the 
publication of the last letter. A short 
while ago he left the country and Love- 
stone took him to the boat. My personal 
opinion remains as before — that an ac- 
tual agreement is pending and will be 
concluded. I will go further and say 
.that, in my opinion, the political side 
of the question is more or less settled 
and that the final agreement hinges now 
on forms and organizational position. 
I haven't enough facts to prove this, but 
there is enough to warrant the deduc- 
tion. 

For one thing, the tension over the 



convention packed with his own hench- 
men, in which the rank and file of the 
membership and the genuine Left wing 
were feebly represented. 

A great deal of time and attention was, 
however, given by the convention to lis- 
tening to demagogic speeches of "labor 
leaders" and bourgeois politicians who 
felt perfectly at home there, having come 
at the invitation of the Schlesinger clique 
for the obvious purpose of preying upon 
the time and energy of the delegates and 
preventing the discussion of important 
problems. 

Among the celebrities who addressed 
the convention was the mayor of Phila- 
delphia. Moore, whose bloody suppression 
of the May Day demonstration only a 
short time before the convention did not 
stand in the way of his invitation as a 
"friend of labor". He was even heartily 
applauded after his vituperative speech 
about Communists and all other sorts of 
radicals. The only rebuke came from 
the president of the Philadelphia Cen- 
tral Labor Trades, Adolph. Hirschberg. 
It was one discordant note In a general- 
ly harmonious performance. This seem- 
ingly insignificant episode can serve as 
the best illustration of the reactionary 
character and composition of the gath- 
ering. 

The accomplishments of the convention 
can be summarized in the following acts 
against the interests of the membership 
of the union : 

The convention defeated, with its pack- 
ed majority, all the progressive resolu- 
tions purporting to curtail the power 



question In the top circles and the ex. remember, 
tremely serious and concrete manner in portant. 



which the possible return of Lovestone 
is talked about among them is a sufficient 
indication that they expect a positive 
outcome o£ the negotiations. You can't 
get them to make positive statements of 
their attitude one way or the other. And 
when that Is conrasted to their previous 
campaign it Indicates to me that they ex- 
pect something to happen. At any rate 
they do not want to be caught off guard 
by any instructions they receive after 
the C. I. man makes his report in 
Moscow. 

The final decision will be made over 
there, but the general line of It is al- 
ready clear. Lovestone will be required 
to make a political capitulation and to 
dissociate hlmsell from Brandler. Thus 
the prestige of the infallible leadership 
will be maintained. After the capitula- 
tion — which In my judgment Is agreed 
upon already — the organizational adjust- 
ments will be worked out and we will 
celebrate our "Ideological victory" over 
the Right wing by readmitting them to 
the Party. 

By the way, some of the comrades who 
took the campaign against Lovestoneium 
seriously have been looking rather hard 
at Stachel lately, since the stories about 
his part in the unity conferences came 
out. If I told you what one of the old 
hard-boiled Fosterites said to me, you 
couldn't print it. At the Forum week 
before last someone in the audience 
asked him if he had been conducting 
negotiations with Lovestone", and then 
skipped on with his learned exposition 
of some point or other which I can't 



The resolution demanding proportional 
representation to the Joint Board and 
Conventions ; the resolution for the re- 
call of ofikers ; a resolution for the 
amalgamation of local and Joint Boards ; 
a resolution for the limitation of the 
term of service tor officers; a resolution 
establishing a maximum for salaries of 
officials, etc. 

On the other hand, the Convention 
adopted by a majority of 107 against 
37. a resolution anulling a clause in the 
constitution providing for a referendum 
vote on national officers an i also a re- 
solution requiring a two years' member- 
Ship standing from candidates for office. 

The progressive resolution adopted 
wore mostly of such a nature that they 
place no obligations on the bureaucracy 
and serve at the same time, as a fig 
leaf for their reactionary acts of be- 
trayal against the membership. Such 
resolutions were adopted as the resolu- 
tion of the 30 hours week, which is mean- 
ingless without an established wage guar- 
antee ; the resolution for unemployment 
and old age insurance ; a resolution 
against the deportation of foreign born 
workers for union activities, etc. 

The resolution for the recognition of 
the Soviet Union contains a clause de- 
manding the release of political prison- 



ers. The colonizing and stabilizing en- 
terprises of the Japanese master class 
have consumed tremendous sums, the 
yield for which, they know, at best lies 
In the very distant future. The expenses 
for their adventure abroad have not as 
yet been met and are continuing to ac- 
crue in ever greater volume. The credit 
relations with foreign finance capital 
have not been lubricated by these condi- 
tions either. 

Effects of the Crisis 

As a consequence, the economic crisis, 
which began as part of the general crisis 
of capitalism after the Wall Street crash 
of October 1929, has been considerably 
aggravated. The economic distress of 
the masses is greater than ever. Indus- 
trj is at a standstill more than ever be- 
fore. 

That discontent and unrest should 
develop on a large scale, with this sit- 
uation for a background, is only to be 
expected. Jt Is still too hard to guage 
the extent and to recognize the direction 
which this discontent and unrest Is tak- 
ing. But it is certain that the present 
political super-structure of the Mikado's 
empire is extremely shaky. Political 
and social convulsions of a high order 
are forthcoming, the first signs of which 
are beginning to come into view. 
The Assassination of the Premier 

For some time now, reports have been 
flowing in from Tokio of a growing Fasc- 
ist movement. It is supposed to base 
itself upon a split-off from the reformist 
party, the Japanese section of the Sec- 
ond International, and upon a section of 
the military. What the precise strength 
and composition of this party is, Is not 
discernible from the reports. But the 
rise of such a party is in itself significant 
in so far as it depicts a new trend in 
the political life of the country. 

A great deal of talk about a Fascist 
coup d'Etat has been heard of late. The 
recent assassination of Ki Inukal, the 
Prime Minister of Japan, has been at- 
tributed to Fascist henchmen. Whether 
this is true or not, it seems quite cer- 
tain that this act of terror was Inspired 
by the growing despair on part of a 
large section of the intermediate classes 
with the involved and complicated and 
rather helpless position to which the 
country has been brought by the exploits 
of the government. 

What Is Behind the Terror 
This wide spread sentiment of despair 
and distress, coupled with the enormous 



era (including counter-revolutionary men- 

shevlks and Anarchists]. This resolu- conquering appetite of the military cli- 



Beet Workers Go on 
Strike in Colorado 

Ten thousand workers, mostly Mexis- 
ians, are out on strike in the northern 
part of Colorado. The strike breaks 
simultaneously with the opening of the 
picking season which runs a short 
course. This imposes on the strikers the 
necessity of quick and effective spreading 
of the strike and the determined use of 
means to prevent scabbing. On the other 
hand it means that the growers will In 
all probability move with speed to break 
the strike. The history of Strike strug- 
gles in this area seem to Indicate that 
the strike will assume a violent form. 
The Daily Worker reports that the sheriff i 
of Weld Countj is proceeding to swear 
in a number of deputy sheriffs. The 
state militia has been ordered to stand 
by. 

A U. P. dispatch to the Rocky Moun- 
tain News, published in Denver, says 
that the growers offered the workers one 
fifth of the gross crop at the end of the 
season. The workers answered with a 
demand of a minimum of $23 an acre 
and a cash advance to carry them over. 
A United Front Committee is leading the 
strike. It is known that the T. U. U. L. 
organized and is actually leading the 
strike. This is as It should be. On the 
other hand there is no reason why tie 
T. U. U. L. should not appear before the 
whole working class as the leader of 
the strike. 

At the time of going to press details 
of the strike situation are very meager. 
But even at with this paucity of in- 
formation and at this distance one fact 
stands out: ten thousand workers under 
Communist leadership have thrown down 
the gage of battle to their masters and 
said that they will fight for the right 
to live. 



tion also received the support of the 
Loevstoncite "delegates at the Convention. 

All in all, the Philadelphia Convention 
of the I. L. (!. W. U. accomplished the 
aims the bureaucracy set itself, with- 
out much difficulty. In the ahsence of 
a formidable, determined, genuine Left 
wing opposition, the task of the bureau- 
cracy at this Convention was an unusu- 
ally easy one. 

The Anarchlst-Lovestone Bloc and 

the Left Opposition 
The Progressive opposition of the An- 
(Continued from page 2) 



ques appears to be pushing the ruling 
classes to a precipice. Aims of a forci- 
ble issue from the situation, war alms, 
are no doubt behind the terror that has 
taken the toll of the foremost statesman 
of imperialist Japan. 

To realize how tense these feelings are, 
and how intent the aims that accompany 
them, it must be observed that Inuakl 
was among the most conservative of the 
die-hards in the empire. He belonged to 
the acknowledged war party, the Sely- 
ukai. Even he appeared too pacific to 
the truculent young militarists of the 
(Continued from page 3) 



Morganstern and Goodman Released 



guess it wasn't very Im- 
— P. 



On May 17, two class war prisoners i 
of the Left Opposition, comrades Ber- j 
nard Morgenstern and Leon Goodman 
were released from the capitalist 
jail In Pennsylvania. The two staunch 
Communist fighters have just finished 
serving a sentence of ninety days tor 
distributing leaflets issued by the Com- 
munist League of America (Opposition), 
calling for participation of all workers 
in the party's unemployed demonstration. 
Morgenstern and Goodman were ar- 
rested in Philadelphia in February ot 
last year and convicted on the charge 
of sedition. The charge was based on 
the faet that the leaflet they were dis- 
tributing pointed out that the only con- 
clusive way of solving the unemployment 
crisis is by an international proletarian 
revolution. Morgenstern and Goodman 
were therefore arrested for being pro- 
letarian internationalists and as such 
served their term in the bosses' prison, 
as representatives of the International 
working class. 

The courageous example of Morgen- 
stern and Goodman, both young Commun- 
ists, will serve as an example and as in 
Inspiration to the whole Communist youth 
and particularly to the youth of the Left 
Opposition. The young Communists who 
come to the Left Opposition will learn 
by the example of these two valiant 
fighters not only to uphold and to propa- 
gate the Leninist ideas of the Opposi- 
tion, but also to struggle in the very 
front ranks of the class battles of the 
proletariat. The exemplary conduct of 
Morgenstern and Goodman will serve as 



erywhere to give the lead to the Com- 
munist militants on all fronts. 

The two class war fighters are reenter- 
ing the ranks of the Left Opposition with 
undiminished enthusiasm, ready to con- 
tinue their work in the same ardept 
spirit as before. The Left Opposition 
welcomes its two forefront fighters back, 
it rejoices to have them return, to lend 
their tested strength once more to its 
activities. The return; of comrades 
Morgenstern and Goodman will mean an 
impetus tc increased efforts in the tight 



GREET MORGENSTERN AND GOOD- 
MAN at the New York Branch Plente, D 

Sunday, May 29, Tippetts Brook Park. I an instigation to the Oppositionists *▼• date and Place. 



Opposition Youth Debats 
Anarchist Group 

The second debate scheduled by the 
Spartacus Youth Club of New York will 
be held on Sunday, May 22nd at 8:00 
P. M. The first debate with the Young 
Peoples Socialist League proved success- 
ful, over three hundred turning out to 
fill the large hall in the Labor Temple. 

The subject of the coming debate: "Is 
a Proletarian Dictatorship Netessary" Is 
an extremely important one, particularly 
in view of the fact that the negative 
position will be upheld by the anarchists 
represented by their youth section, the 
Vanguard Group. The affirmative point 
of view will be defended by our com- 
rades, Herbert Capelis and Albert Glor- 
zer. 

The debate will be held at the Free 
Workers Center, 219 Second Avenue. 
Admission Is 15 cents. Don't forget the 
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Among the Italian 
Workers in ^Chicago 

In Chicago the leading Italian com- 
rades were expelled from the party some 
time ago purely as a punishment for 
their fight against its bureaucratic meth- 
ods. Several of them came to discuss 
with me and I agreed to become active 
amongst (hem. They were themselves 
already then leaders of the Italian rev- 
olutionary group here and of the Italian 
Workers Club. Now these comrades 
have accepted the analysis of the Left 
Opposition on all important questions of 
the movement, such as Hie united front, 
tlie situation in Germany and the ques- 
tion of internal party democracy. 

The Italian Workers Club which was 
formerly controlled by the party has now 
by collective agreement, been reorgan- 
ized and its name changed to the Spar- 
tacus Workers League. This organiza- 
tion is now contemplating and planning 
extensive activities. My time is, of 
course, taken up considerably with the 
wort and collaboration with the leader- 
Ship of this Workers League. 

We have already defeated the party- 
bureaucrats here on the Italian held. To 
the overwhelming majority of Italian 
class conscious workers here we repre- 
sent Communism. There are only 5 Ital- 
ian members left in the party and they 
are the most degenerate types having 
hardly any influence anil are the object 
of laughter by everyone. 

On May Day we held a well attended 
mass meeting in Italian in our center 
on Roosevelt lid. After this we formed 
in marching order and marched through 
the Italian quarters to the Party Demon- 
stration in Union Park. Our whole ex- 
ecutive composed entirely of expelled 
■party members marched at the head un- 
der our own banners. We had behind 
as 300 Italian workers. When we enter- 
ed in Union Park singing and shouting 
our slogans, the workers assembled 
greeted us with thunderous applause. 
The Rubickis and Geberts gaped in sur- 
prise and wore sickly grins. The party 
controlled Italians also marched— the 
whole five of thera — and were sore in- 
deed, as they realized the ridiculous 
figure they were cutting. 

We now already have a functioning 
youth-sports dept. /We are organizing a 
women's dept., and an unemployed coun- 
cil under our direction. We are truly 
the Communist parfy among the Italians 
in Chicago. —JOE. 



Militant Builders^ 

Thirteen new subs came in last week. 
This brings the total of new subs since 
the opening of the drive is 216. Most 
of these subs were sent in by our staff 
of Militant Builders. The staff is ap- 
parently hot after the prizes offered for 
the highest standing comrades. The 
staff and its record Mow: (figures in 
parentheses are for the last month and 
are quoted in dollars) : C. K. Hediund 
(6)— II; It. Sacharow ((!)— 10; V. R. 
Dunne {(!)— 9; G. Duell (5); M. Lilly 
(ii)'; J. Sifnkis (4>--2; L. Gleisser (4) 
—2; L. Rosehtiid (3 1-2)— 5; M. Dunne 
(3>— 8; L. Nagy (2 1-2) — 3: C. Forsen 
(2 1-2)— 3; A. Buehler (2)— 2; M. Rosen 
(2|—2; O. (.'cover (2)— 3 ; A. Ehrlich 
(2)— 1; S. Frank [1 1-2)— 2; L. Basky 
(1 1-21—5; T. Vaszily (1}--1; It. Ruskin 
(1) — 2; W. Curran (1)— 2; S. Zalaman- 
off (1)— 1; P. Carlson (1 ) — 1; 0. Cowl 
(1) — 5; P. Schulmun (1)— 1; F. Kavach 
(1)— 4; C. Johnson (T) — 2; s. Lessin 
(1)— 2; Ii. Ilouman (1); S. Gendelman 
(1) ; X. Herman (1.) ; U. R. Herman (1) ; 
H. Ross (1); II. Hilton (1-2) — 1; T. 
Drobny (1-2) — 1; J. Carr {l-l)~-3; C. 
Skoglund — 3; F. Cheloff — 2; G. Ray— 2; 
M. Gottlieb— 1 ; M. Koehler— 1 ; W. 
Wynne— 1 ; J. Carter — 1; II. Capelis— 1 ; 
W. Herman— 1 ; A. Swabeck— 1 ; A. Glot- 
zer — -1 ; U Logan— 1; A. KaldisJl ; M. 
Sterling— 1. 



Minneapolis Branch 
Challenges Wobblies 

James P. Thompson, the outstanding 
orator o! the I. W. W. spoke in Minnea- 
polis at the Labor Lyceum, Sunday, May 
15th to an audience, the size of which 
strikingly attested lo -the precipitous de- 
cline in influence of that* organization 
which once held aloft in undisputed 
leadership the banner of revolutionary 
internationalism. About 50 persons came 
to hear the flower of syndicalist thought 
in this country delineate the nature of 
Capitalist exploitation and; the : class 
struggle. Thompson has forceful unin- 
terrupted flow of convincing argument 
on Marxian economics, punctuated by 
apt quotations from Marx himself, but 
fails miserably to explain the politics of 
Marxism which his syndicalist prejudices 
do not permit him lo understand. 

In answer to questions on the subject, 
he senteutiously asserted the argument 
advanced by the anarchists before the 
flood: that politics is nothing but parlia- 
mentarism, and that the I. W. W. when 
the working class seizes power, "will do 
everything necessary, to maintain power, 
even with a Hod Army." The writer 
questioned whether the Red Army, the 
jails, the courts, police, etc., could be 
considered economic weapons. Thomp- 
son answered that this was merely a 
quibble, and then proceeded to launch 
into a violent personal attack on all 
"politicians", specifically the Communists, 
triumphantly "convicting" them of wish- 
ing to overthrow capitalism at the ballot 
box. It was necessary to attack the So- 
viet Union as a capitalist nation in order 
to prove his point, which I believe did 



Left Winger Expelled 
from I. L. G. W. U. 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Max Deitches, a member of Local 66 
of the International Garment Workers 
Union was expelled from the Executive 
Hoard by the Itight wingers on it and 
with the support of the union officials. 

He was charged with the responsibil- 
ity for a leaflet written by the Left wing 
and distributed to the members of the 
Union. The contents of the leaflet ex- 
pressed the sentiments of many members 
of the Union who on numerous occasions 
have taken tiie floor and expressed sim- 
iiiar criticism. 

Reisel, Fishman and Joffe, officials of 
the I.'n ion, defended and endorsed the 
expulsion stating that the contents of 
I he leaflet were false. 

The members were given no opportun- 
ity to approve or reject the action of the 
Executive Board or to discuss the leaflet 
in order to determine for themselves the 
charges made against Deitches and for 
which he was expelled. 

Reisel who acted as chairman ruled 
that the membership had no power to 
reject the decision of the E. B. and that 
the Joint Hoard only had the power to 
do so. 

This ruling is contrary to Section 17 of 
the constitution as I understand it. It 
states very clearly that 

"Any member of the I. L. G. W. U. 
feeling aggrieved at the decision of the 
Local Union shall have the right to ap- 
peal to the Joint Board." . . . 

We would do well to pause for a mo- 
ment and make clear the power and 
authority of our E. II. The officials of 
our Union and its E. B. are elected by 
the membership and responsible to it. 
The K. Ii. is responsible to the member- 
ship and acts for it between meetings. 
Any action taken by the E. B between 
membership meetings is brought before 
the membership subject for its approval 
or rejection. 



The executive board has no authority 
to expel any member without the con- 
sent of the membership, and only after 
the members of the Union are given an 
opportunity to investigate the charges 
made, and upon which the decision to 
expel was determined. It that is done— 
and it was not — and should the members 
approve the action taken by the F. B., 
then the eomplaintant has the right to 
appeal to the joint Board. 

The expulsion of Deitches from the 
E. B. is an extremely dangerous step 
and the membership should fight it tooth 
and nail. The E. B. has no authority 
to expel a member without the sanction 
of the membership. Certainly if they 
have the right to expel a member of the 
K. IS. who was elected by the members 
they have the right to do anything. And 
if we disagree, well, we will be told, com- 
plain to the Joint Board. 

It was interesting to note that not a 
single rank and tile member of the Union 
defended the action taken by the E. B. 
Only Reisel, Fishman, and Joffe — all of- 
licials — spoke in favor of the expulsion. 

The conduct of the chairman was in- 
excusable. He cut the discussion short 
when it got to hot for him. The chair- 
man has no right to terminate the discus- 
sion without the consent of the member- 
ship, and this he never got he never 
asked for it. 

The expulsion of Deitches should be 
fought against by every member who has 
the interest of the Union at heart. We 
must voice our protest. The responsibil- 
ity for this new expulsion campaign lies 
at the feet of those members of the E. 
I). and the officials who instigated and 
supported the expulsion. 

Those responsible will have to ans- 
wer and bear the consequences. They 
have taken a dangerous and harmful 
step. Today they expel an E. 1!. member, 
tomorrow, they may expel a member of 
the Union, 

Members of Local 66 on guard! Fight 
j the expollers. Criticism must not be 
stifled, we must refuse to be terrorized. 
Deitches was expelled because he was 
a thorn in the side of those who have 
expelled him. 

Rally to his defense. Demand his 
reinstatement. -HARRY MILTON. 



The Minnesota Convention of the C. P. 



MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 

Some time ago the official Party head- 
Quarters at Minneapolis sent out a call 
addressed to trade unions and other 
working class organizations in the State 
of Minnesota to send delegates to a Con- 
vention to be held in Minneapolis on 
May 15th, to ratify the Communist Party 
Ticket for the coming state election. The 
Minneapolis Branch of the Communist 
League of America (Opposition) first 
learned of the holding of the Conven- 
tion when the call was read at one of 
the local trade unions where the writer 
was in attendance. The secretary of 
the local union merely mentioned the fact 
to the members present that there was 
a cali from the Communist party to send 
delegates to their State Ratification Con- 
vention and the apparent intention was 
to lay the communication on the table 
without any further action. 1 immedi- 
ately raised the question that this com- 
munication was possibly one of the most 
important on the table ami should not 
be laid aside but acted upon. 

After some explanation on my part on 
the necessity and importance of every 
trade union to familiarize itself with, 
and support the building of a Communist 
organization and to muster the largest 
possible vote for its candidates, the union 
voted to send two delegates to the C. 
P. Convention. However, the two dele- 
gates selected did not show up at the. 
Convention and when the chairman read 
off the names of the delegates that were 
seated he did not mention one single trade 
union local that had a delegate seated. 
No name of any delegate was called off 
except those who were seated by the 
Party machine. The local Branch of the 
League sent two delegates and none of 
them were seated and their names were 
never even mentioned. 

When we entered the hall we were 
requested by the door committee to sign 
our name and the organization we re- 



The party steering committee appar- 
ently consisted of Wm. Scheiderman, D. 
O., Norman Bernick, Tom Foley, Bertha 
Wise and the chairman, whose name I 
did not learn. This machine ran into 
more difficulty when the question of 
selecting delegates to the party's Na- 
tional Nominating Convention at Chicago 
came up. The party machine had pick- 
ed ten delegates with the provision that 
this same party machine could add more 
if deemed necessary. This slate of dele- 
gates was. like the rest of the program, 
simply tossed out to the organized hand 
raisers amongst the delegates in order 
to leave the impression with honest and 
unsuspecting workers present that the 
rank and fife had something to say. 

Several delegates present objected to 
this method of choosing the Chicago 
delegation and proposed that the dele- 
gates to Chicago be nominated from the 
floor and that each delegate nominated 
should be voted on separately by the 
delegation present. This idea was sev- 
erely criticized by the administration 
wheel horses and Norman Bernick con- 
i ended this idea "was a wrong approach 
lo the entire question." 

Delegate Singer of the International 
Workers' Order led the fight for Con- 



nominations were closed each delegate 
to Chicago, including the ten, was to be 
voted on separately by the state delega- 
tion. One Of the fen picked delegates 
withdrew and nominated another. This 
action left nine picked delegates. Six 
more delegates were nominated. Four 
withdrew, no doubt by previous instruc- 
tions, and the (Jther /two were voted 
down automatically. 

During the fight on the floor for a 
rank and file picked delegation, Schneid- 
er man practically hurled the same de- 
nunciations and epithets at its propon- 
ents as he used against the "Trotsky ites" 
and one person after being thus treated 
left the hall in disgust. Delegate Sing- 
er, after being similarly attacked, asked 
for the iloor for a brief moment to ans- 
wer the attack. His request for an 
opportunity to defend himself was met 
with a motion denying him Ihe right to 
speak, which was carried automatically 
as all the other party proposals. 

So, after all was said and done, after 
the broad and pretentious call sent out 
to the trade unions, after the small but 
sincere struggle in thq Convention 
against the bureaucratic machine, the 
Minneapolis State Convention called by 
the Communist party was not able to 
add or detract one single iota from the 
entire pre-determined program of the 
party machine. The League delegates 
with their proposals of cooperation in 
the coming election campaign were 
ignored and instead vile names and abuse 



venfion election of the Chicago delega- 
tion. Schueidermann, after condemning' "^ "hii"iH!d""upon us" to" confuse the 
ibis idea moved its adoption with the 
knowledge, of course, that the party 
machine had tlse majority of the dele- 
gates seated lined up and instructed. 
This plan was again modified to the ex- 
tent that the ten delegates picked up by 
the machine stood and others could be 
nominated from the floor. Then after 



workers present. It is the only way a 
labor bureaucracy can maintain itself. 
Hut as it functions it also builds up 
the forces for its own destruction and 
these forces were augumeuted in the 
Minneapolis Convention. 

—BY A LEAGUE DELEGATE. 



The I. L G. W. U. Meets in Philadelphia 



(Continued from page 1) 
archist-Lovestoneite Bloc played a mis- 
presented, after which we were permitted! i't'"ble role. It confined itself to the de- 
to take a seat. Wm. Sehneiderman, the! f( ' lls <- °f the resolutions dealing with leg- 



The Depression Hits South Carolina 



"A Smiling Providence" 

From the coast to the Appalachian 
mountains,— -the greatest east of the 
Rockies, — South Carolina is blessed with 
a pleasing climate in which in many 
places vegetables grow ten months in the 
year and roses often bloom the year 
around. The coast district or "Low 
Country" is famous for its cypress 
swamps and lagoons, dense with water- 
growths and "tall pines wreathed and 
bannered with Spanish moss", and veil- 
ed with "dawn-mists" ; its herons, hawks, 
vultures, eagles; its swamp fish, deer, 
and alligators; its gardens of azaleas, 
wistarias, and magnolias; its sea-island 
cotton; and its rice plauations and aris- 
tocracy of a former day. Of the gardens 
of the Ashley River John Galsworthy 
wrote, "Nothing so free and gracious, so 
lovely and wistful, nothing so richly col- 
ored yet so ghostlike, exists, planted by 
the sons of men." 

In constant, tile mountains of the in- 
land border of the state rise over a mile 
high. Here is the last resort of a rem- 
nant of (he Cherokees, driven out of their 
hunting grounds by the Anglo-Saxon in- 
vaders who built their log cabins and 
set up schools for the study of Greek and 
Latin and theology while busy subduing 
"the wilderness". Last resort, too, of 
spruce and fir, rattlesnake and wild tur- 
key, fox, deer, and bear. Then too, last 
resort of the pure Anglo-Saxon descend- 
ed s, driven back into the hills by the 
plantation system of a former generation 
and deliberately kept illiterate by the 
aristocracy of the low-lands, thus pro- 
ducing the 'poor whites' of the present 
day. 

Between these two extremes of low- 
land and high-land lies the major part 
of the state, devoted to cotton mills and 
cotton raising. Originally covered with 
pines forming a beautiful and extensive 
forest area, it is now well cut over and 
dotted with light-built houses raised for 
the most part on, brick or wood posts and 
having no cellars. Few houses in the 
poorer country sections are painted. The 
soil is rich in iodine but erodes very 
easily;— a soil peculiarly adapted to the 
pine which has been ruthlessly cut down 
in the past and burned on the spot. 

Such is Carolina,— stiil the land of the 
log-cabin and the cotton field and blessed 
with a fertile soil and a wonderful clim- 
ate under a "smiling providence". 
Providence Still Smiles 

Carolina during the depression has 
suffered no groat or sudden catastrophe 
at the hands of Nature either of flood, 
earthquake, plugue or drought. Provid- 
ence "still smiles". What then of the 
"human element"? 

Let us examine some of the "Needy 
Cases'. 

Case 1. "Hope died with the mule. 
As long as the Jasksons had Mag they 

not sit well even with the sympathizers 
of the I. W. W. some of whom are for 
the Soviets. 

The Minneapolis Branch considers it 
a question of great educational value 
to the workers of Minneapolis to arrange 
a debate with a representative of the 
i W. W. in which both sides of the ques- 
tion of the American revolution can he 
discussed. We hereby issue the chal- 
lenge. _c. 



Read Communism and Syndicalism by 

Leon Trotsky for a clarification of the 
differences between t W. W. and Com- 
munists. 
Price per copy — 10c 



were farmers, though the drought (!) 
and boll weevil ( !) left nothing to show 
tor it. (And the price of cotton?) But' 
one day Mag laid her bones down for- 
ever in a barren field and ten pairs of 
questioning, illiterate eyes were left 
facing the world without even a prospect 
of food for the ten hungry bodies already 
fallen prey to pellagra, hook worm and 
epilepsy. Sixty dollars would take Mag's 
pface in helping make a next year's 
crop." 

Drought, boll weevil, loss of mule il- 
literacy, pellagra, hunger, hook worm, 
epilepsy! Pass ihe hat for the price of 
a mule, — a very poor mule it would be 
at sixty dollars, — and let ten people 
starve till next year's crop! 

Case 5. "An expectant mother hitched 
to a plow guided by a seventy -year-old, 
paralyzed father slowly plods a rough 
garden so that the other six children 
will at least have someting to eat. Re- 
duced by a series of bad hick from com- 
parative prosperity to such straits, the 
F's, with no source of income left, have 
had to humble their pride and ask char- 
ity. The oldest child has the highest 
grades ever made at her school but will 
have to stop unless some maintenance is 
provided for the family. Sixty dollars 
is needed". 

Case 10. "It is getting to be a regular 
thing in the widow D's home for the five 
little D's to go to bed without any supper 
as their mother comes home night after 
night with no results in her hunt for 
work. Anxiety and the lack of food for 
herself will ruin her health before times 
come if she is not given help. Sixty dol- 
lars." 

Case 11. "An unbearably empty 
stomach forced Mr. X to yield to tempta- 
tion while away from home searching for 
work to support his wife, little boy and 
the new hahy on the way, and he is now 
serving a term for theft. Further suf- 
fering for his family could be avoided 
with thirty dollars." 

Yield not to temptation. 

Case 12. "When do lights in both 
Uncle Tom's eyes were "put out" by 
cataracts and Aunt Sally became so 
crippled with rheumatism that she could 
hardly move out of her chair, the de- 
voted old couple sat side by side cringing 
in deadly fear of having to go to the 
almshouse. Food would be assured by 
fifty dolfars and this fear removed." 

Case 13. "The gigantic task of sup- 
porting a family of five, the mother dis- 
abled and the father ill with pellagra, 
rests on the thin littie shoulders of 
Jessie Mae, 10, whose jobs consists of 
a few day's work a week in the mill. 
Forty dollars is essential." 

Case 18. "Working under a high pow- 
ered light while making a living for his 
family cost Mr. G. his eyesight and left 
Mrs. (i. and the two children with no 
support. More trouble came when her 
brother, who lived with her, lost his job. 
She is a hard worker but can't always 
find enough to do to make ends meet. 
She could manage with twenty-five dol- 
lars," 

These eases are copied exactly, except 
for the parentheses inserted, from a lead- 
ing newspaper of the state and refer to 
the 'neediest' cases in the State capital. 
You can see Hoover's point that a little 
more individualism would n.elp these 
cases along. 

Such was the situation last year during 
December. To a Russian school-boy 
these stories would sound incredible, but 
when he learns about it, that is, what 
he will think of when he hears America 
called 'God' 3 Country'. 

—GUY SOUTH-WORTH. 



D. ()., was speaking on the Party Plat- 
form and the State and National Party 
ticket and wound up his talk in the 
usual fashion of launching a bitter at- 
tack ou the "small and insignificant 
group of renegades and stool pigeons 
who try to classify themselves us Com- 
munists, the Trotskyites." He urged 
the workers present to hold the "Trot- 
skyites" in the grossest kind of con- 
tempt ami to deal with them in a way 
which was fitting for workers in deal- 



alistic forms of administration. As re- 
gards union policies and tactics, critic- 
ism of the class collaboration policy of 
Hie leadership and representation of the 
demand of the broad masses of the mem- 
bership for a militant program and for 
militant action, this pseudo-progressive 
outfit did not show anything by which it 
could be distinguished from the Right 
wing clique. The reason for fhis is not 
very difficult to explain. 

The Anarchists who, in their support 



ing with counter-revolutionary renegades, of Sijynan against the Left wing proved 
and stool pigeons. After this outburst,! t0 be "° 1(,Jis reactionary than the Schles- 
which was the climax of the District Or- : '"Ker clique, found themselves to a pecu- 
gauizer's talk, the usual organized ap-' ii:lr position. All their attempts at pos- 
planse took place. | ing as progressives were of no avail. 

Thereafter, everything went smooth They were not taken seriously, 
and nothing interfered with the opera- ^'"e Lovestoneites felt their obligations 



(ion of the party machine until the 
writer obtained the floor for the purpose 
of asking the party leadership how we, 
as delegates from the Communist League 
could cooperate with the party in getting 
the most political benefit out of the 
election campaign for the Communist 
movement, its program and candidates? 
I told them of my expulsion from the 
party after giving it my wholehearted 
support for five years in money and party 
work and I wanted to know how we could 
cooperate on the things we can agree on 
and that we stood for the unification of 
the Communist movement around a cor- 
rect program. My proposition evidently 
baffled the Chairman momentarily and 
he simply glanced in the direction of 
Schneider man who responded promptly 
and bravely by stating something to the 
effect that "no smooth or suave talk" 
could cover up our character as "coun- 
ter revolutionaries and stool pigeons who 
cooperate with the police fo break up 
Communist meetings and demonstra- 
tions", lie further ruled that there 
would be no more discussion on my pro- 
position and ordered the Chairman to 
proceed with the regular order of busi- 
ness. 



toward both cliques. .They had to atone 
for their former sins against both. Their 
position was rather comical. It was mani- 
fested in their support of the resolution 
regarding the Soviet Union. They swal- 
lowed the resolution hook, line and sink- 
er. Obviously, with the intention of 
pleasing their brothers- in -arms, the An- 
archists. On the question of the recog- 
nition of Zimmerman's rights to office 
on the Executive Board of his local, his 
sole support came from Dubinsky, who 
jointly with the Anarchists administer- 
ed him a whipping for his sins of the 
past and a warning for the future. A 
ritual entirely becoming for a capitulator. 
There remained at the Convention the 
delegation of the "Left Groups" guided 
by the Industrial Union. This group 
was represented only by seven delegates 
and consequently, played no great role 
at the Convention. It could not, be- 
sides, be expected, due to the prevail- 
ing hostility, to fully develop its pro- 
gram, to give adequate representation to 
the Left wing. But even in such a sit- 
uation, the Left, delegation could have 
made itself feit. 'provided it had a plat- 
form for the convention. But unfortun- 
ately, it. has none, and its part at the 



Put the Press Drive Over the Top ! 



The final month of the drive is not 
what it should be. It is necessary to 
say so right out to make every member 
of the League and every one of its sym- 
pathizers realize that our statement that 
the life of the weekly MILITIANT de- 
pends on the success of the press drive 
is not an exaggeration. This drive must 
be made a success. 

A glance at the quotas and results to 
date telis the story : 



Quotas 

New York $ 325 

Minneapolis 200 

Chicago 100 

Toronto 70 

Cleveland 40 

Philadelphia 40 

Boston 40 

Newark 35 

Kansas City 30 

St, Louis 25 

Los Angeles 20 

Youngstown 10 

New Haven 10 

Montreal 10 

Duluth '. .. 10 

Springfield, HI. . . 10 

W. Frankfort, 111.. 10 

Trenton 10 

Miscellaneous 



Results 

? 09.50 
38 



2.50 
2.00 

G 

1.50 

G 



14.50 



sary is the determination to reach it. 
And a sustained effort to do so. Now 
for the final week of the drive let every 
one pitch in with all he has. Let every 
comrade, reader, sympathizer and friend 
cudgel his memory lo think of every one 
he ever heard say a word of agreement 
with the ideas of the Left Opposition and 
a word of sympathy for our struggle- 
let him take our front page appeal and 
go to him for help. 

If we are to reach our quota— and we 
must. — we need immediate help. We need 
donations. At the affairs which our 
branches have aranged for this week col- 
lections must he made. Pledges must be 
taken. Plans for raising money must 
be worked out. 

Remember that the life of the weekly 
MILITANT is in danger, SAVE IT! 



( -oni ention was therefore, a negative 
one. It contributed nothing. 

The Left delegation came to the con- 
vention with the slogan of "Rank and 
File Leaership" as its program. Every 
principle and task of the Left wing was 
to be subordinated to this slogan. And 
when it came to the test on the floor of 
the convention, this slogan proved its 
fallacy and was the cause of confusion 
and undeserved discredit men t for the 
Left wing. 

The slogan of "Rank and File Leader- 
ship" was raised by the Left delegation 
in connection with a recommendation to 
the Convention calling for a cloakmak- 
ers' strike this coming June. The Lefts 
insisted on the consideration of their 
recommendation oE a "Rank and File 
Leadership" for the strike, and failing 
in this, four of them voted against the 
strike. They were condemned by the 
entire Convention. This condemnation 
would not count so much against them 
as the confusion and the misrepresen- 
tation it caused in the minds of the 
workers with regard to the program of 
the Left wing. 

It is totally false to put the condi- 
tion of a "Rank and File Leadership" to 
the support of a strike. It is but one of 
the absurd contradictions flowing from 
such false slogans. Communists cannot 
withhold support of a strike even if it 
is under a reformist leadership. Their 
duty is to continue the fight for a mili- 
tant, Left wing leadership in strikes and 
out of strikes. This is the only way to 
expose the reformists and to gain pres- 
t ige for themselves. ' The Lefts ' at the 
Convention committed an unpardonable 
blunder for which the Stalinist leader- 
ship is Responsible. 

The Tasks of Ehe Left Wing 

We wish to reiterate our proposals 
made to the Left wing before the Con- 
vention for the raising of the slogan Of 
unity of the I. L. G. W. U. and the In- 
dustrial Union at the Convention. We 
proposed to demand the readmission 
of the Industrial Union as a body into 
and without discrimination. We pro- 
posed this on the basis of the pressing 
need for unity and the demand for it. 
Such a slogan would immensely stren- 
gthen the Left wing and its pres- 
tige with the International. We also 
proposed a united front with the pro- 
gressive elements, led by the Anarch- 
ist -Loves tone bloc, for common struggle 
against the Schlesinger machine. We 
proiKised this as a tactic. We said that 
we have no confidence in the loaders of 
the "Progressive Bloc'', but we look upon 
its existence and its influence as a proof 
of the radical sentiments of the workers. 
The united front with the "Progressive 
Bloc" would bring the Left wing closer 
to the workers and prove to them 
the insincerity of the "Progressives" and 
the militancy of the Left wing. The 
Left wing could only gain by such a 
move. 

The Lofts at the Convention did not 
adopt our proposals. They failed with 
the Stalinist tactics. It is not yet too 
late to test our correct tactics of a united 
front and of the slogan of unity. The 
time for it is no less opportune now than 
it was before. 

—ALBERT OKLAND. 



Total $ 1,000 S 152.00 

It can he seen from the above how far 
we are from even one half of our quota. 
Now this quota is by no means beyond 
our ability to reach. All that is neces- 



Get a 9o»! 

Make use of the combined Sub rate of $2.00 for a year's Sub to THE 
MILITANT and YOUNG SPARTACUS. 

Make use of the literature premiums: A free paper bound copy of the 
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IN THE INTERNATIONAL OF LABOR 

and News of the Working Class and Revolutionary Movements 



The Political Crisis of 
Japanese Imperialism 

{Continued from page 1) 
country. The restless masses demand 
action. The assassins of Inukai point to 
—one road of action. 

The transportation of whole armies 
from the Shanghai scene in the direction 
of the Soviet border, taking place with 
the alleged intention of putting down 
the guerilla warfare, makes an attack 
against the Soviet Union a rather easy 
target for the aims of the military clique 
and the reactionary mass support they 
are receiving in the country. In the 
whole Manchurian adventure, the Tokio 
government has from time to time seen 
itself forced to merely register and ap- 
prove of acta perpetrated by the irrespon- 
sible and unhampered militarists. The 
ascent of the Seiyukai to power was 
supposed to bring the government more 
into harmony with, the line of action 
taken by the militarists. The incidents 
of last week seem to indicate that the 
military are on the rampage again, this 
time going over the heads even of the 
acknowledged leaders of the military 
cliques, like the Minister of War, Araki. 



mine ¥eaw »ff th^ ^trnggle of the M-fttt Opposition 



The Reactionary Theory of Socialism in One Country 



The fundamental question which div-' 
ides the Marxian wing of the movement 
from the Centrists and the Right wing 
is the theory of socialism in one coun- 
try. On one wide of this theory stand 
nationalism and utopianism ; on the other 
side stand we, the internationalists and 
scientific socialists. In its essence, this 
theory of the ollicial leaders is no less 
profoundly important than the issues 
which divided the old Second Interna- 
tional into its Right and Left wings. 

Although it is not new to the movement 
as a whole, the theory of socialism .in 
one country was introduced into the Com- 
munist movement for the first time in 
1924. Prior to that date, it was not only 
absent from the literature of the rev- 
olutionary Communist movement, but our 
teachers specificially rejected and moek- 
i>d at it time and time again. Marx and 
Engels polemized it in so many words. 
Not a line can be found in the writings 
of Lenin to be adduced in its defense. 
The program of the Bolshevik party, 
the banner under which, it directed the 



An attack against the workers' republic Oetol]er ^^ntton, does not CMitain a 



is on the order of the day. 

The Danger of War 

Once the military has succeeded in 
starting a war against the Soviet L'nion, 
the support of the entire bourgeoisie will 
be solidly behind them. The bourgeois 
knows what choice he has. The assault 
precipitated by the Japanese militarists 
can easily be amplified into a conflagra- 
tion, in which the capitalists of all the 
major countries will participate. The 
same depression that grips Japan is like- 
wise holding sway over the other bour- 
geois nations. Only a spark is needed 
to bring about an explosion, the effects 
of which are hardly calculable. 

Against 1lie War Danger in U. S. 
For us in America, as well as for the 
Communists everywhere, the struggle 
against imperialist war is the most im- 
portant task of the day. Mass demon- 
strations, mass rallies, parades led by 
the Communist party, in which the fight 
against the war danger has had a pro- 
minent part, have received a great re- 
sponse from workers all over the coun- 
try. But it is not enough to demon- 
strate, it is not enough to propagandize 
against war. It is necessary to give the 
anti-war sentiment of the workers a 
solid organizational form. 

It is in this sense that the struggle 
against the war danger cannot be 
divorced from the daily activities of the 
Communists in the fight for the majority 
of the-working class. To really give the 
struggle against imperialist slaughter 
concrete shape, it is necessary to pene- 
trate the factories, the shops, the trade 
union organizations. It is necessary to 
confront and to influence the workers 
at their places of work and wherever 
they meet. That is the only way of as- 
suring their fighting solidarity in casa; 
of war. The Communists have to prove 
to the worker from day to day that they 
deserve to be followed, that they are 
really the vanguard of the workers. That 
alone will give them the opportunity to 
lead the workers against the imperialist 
war mongers. Otherwise, without the 
tested and trusted leadership of the Com- 
munists, the strong sentiment of the 
masses against war can easily be dissi- 
pated and directed into channels harm- 
less for the enemy class. 

That is why the Left Opposition has 
fought so tenaciously against the isola- 
tionist policies of the Stalinist leader- 
ship of the official Communist party, that 
is why we have rejected the disastrous 
theory of social Fascism, that is why we 
have struggled against the harmful slogan 
of the united front "from below", that 
is why we have fought for a correct 
trade union tactic, for a genuine united 
front policy which unites all workers for 
common action and serves as the best 
battle ground of the Communist against 
the reformists and all the other fakers 
and misleaders of the workers. 

The serious international s.itu\ation 
today, the danger facing the Soviet Union 
requires with all the greater urgency, 
the return on the part of the Comm-unist 
party to the line of Lenin, to the method 
of work prescribed by the first four 
congresses of the Communist Interna- 
tional.. There is no short-cut to leader- 
ship of the masses. And only under 
Communist leadership can the struggle 
against war as well as all other strug- 
gles of the workers be carried on suc- 
cessfully. 
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Greet the Return 

OF OUR CLASS WAR PRISONERS 
MORGENSTERN AND GOODMAN 

at 
THE PICNIC 

to be held at 

TIBBETTS BROOK PAEK Plot 8 

Sunday, MAY 296h, 1983 

After languishing in one of the 
most vermin infested jails in the 
entire United States; after ninety 
days of isolation in a Capitalist 
dungeon ; after days wasted in 
prison misery and nights spent in 
prison horror our comrades Bern- 
ard Morgenstern and Leon Good- 
man will be with us again to en- 
joy whatever liberties are begrudg- 
ingly granted us by the powers 
that be. 

Comrades and Revolutionists : 
Out to the Picnic T 




mention of this "theory". The program 
and statutes of the Young Communist 
League of Russia, adopted in 1921, takes 
special care to refute the idea. Not one 
single sentence can be found in any of 
the fundamental documents of the first 
four congresses of the Communist In- 
ternational to refer to the possibility of 
building up a socialist society in one 
single country, and a backward agricul- 
tural country iike Russia at that. The 
first draft for a Comintern program, 
presented to its Fourth Congress by 
Bucintrin and Thalheimer, docs not men- 
tion the theory or the idea by even the 
vaguest reference. Whole passages can 
be found in the writings of the principal 
proponents of the theory — Bucbarin and 
Stalin ( their writings before 1924, of 
course) which argue directly against 
this reactionary notion. 

In a word, not one solitary theorist 
or authentic spokesman and defender of 
Marxism, from Marx himself down to 
Stalin, can be found who, up until 1924, 
ever had a word to say in defense of this 
idea. How and why, then, did it come 
to be propounded, and finally to be in 
corporated into the fundamental program 
adopted at the Sixth Congress; 

How the "Theory" Arose 

The dale with which this theory is 
inseparably connected stamps it foi 
what it really is. The theory was first 
promulgated by Stalin in 1924 in the 
second edition of his pamphlet called 
"The Theory and Practise of Leninism". 
We emphasize the second edition, because 
in the first Stalin still repeated what was 
the common knowledge and belief of all 
Marxists .up to then. He said in the first 
edition : 

"Its (the proletariat's) most important 
task — the organizing of socialist produc- 
tion — still remains unsolved. Can these 
tasks be solved tan the final victory of 
socialism be won without the joint ef- 
forts of the proletariat of several highly 
developed countries? No, this is im- 
possible." 

In the second edition, with virtually 
nothing else of the text changed, we al- 
ready find that the passage quoted above 
has been altered to read : 

"After the victorious proletariat of 
one country has consolidated its power 
and has won over the peasantry for itself, 
it can and must build up the socialist 
society." 

From this somewhat cautious, but 
sufficiently clear formulation, the Stal- 
inists have since expressed themselves in 
the most unrestrained and fantastic man- 
ner. Today, for example, we are told 
by them, on the basis of this theory, 
that the task which will be accomplished 
at the end of the second Five Year Plan 
is 

"... To liquidate entirely all the 
elements of capitalism, etc., etc., down 
to active builders of a socialist classless 
society." (Freifteit, March 7, 1932.) 
The Effects of October 1923 
Now let us look into the theory itself. 
It came into existence, as we have 
mentioned, in 1024, and not by accident I 
The year 1924 was one filled with trem- 1 
endous consequences for the intervention. ; 
al revolutionary movement. It was the 
culminating point of the insurrectionary 
high-tide of the post-war years and the 
beginning of the momentary stabilization 
the bourgeoisie achieved with the aid of 
America's gold. The German revolution 
of October 1923 had been cruelly defeat- 
ed without having fired a shot. The 
month previously, the insurrection in 
Bulgaria had ended with a crushing de- 
feat and extermination of the Communist 
i movement. Three months later, ths 
putsch in Reveal (Esihonia) disastrously 
failed to realize the vain hopes put in 
it by the Communists. This rapid suc- 
cession of defeats gave the harrassed 
bourgeoisie the "breathing space" it was 
looking for. The second edition of a 
world war situation created by the 
French occupation of the Ruhr was 
brought to an end. Everywhere, the set. 
backs suffered by the proletarian van- 
guard was felt deeply, and the pitiful 
attempts of Zinoviev, Stalin, Brandler 
and Bucharin to depict the situation as 
thoggh the revolution, the struggle for 
power was still on the order of the day, 
only served to deepen the disillusionment 
of the advanced workers. This mirage 
dissolved quickly. Reality made itself 
felt only too plainly. The intervention of 
the United States and the adoption of 



the Dawes Plan, with its subsequent 
"stabilizing" of Germany and temporary 
regulation of Europe's imperialist anta- 
gonisms, soon revealed that the revolu- 
tionary wai^e hiad subsided, that the 
battalions of the proletariat had been 
weakened, that adjustments had to be 
made to the brief "democratic pacifist 
era". 

How to make these adjustments? The 
responsible Marxists proposed that the 
Communists, particularly in Central Eur- 
ope must once more set about to win the 
musses of the workers in the struggles 
around daily issues, that the masses had 
once more to be assembled in the every- 
day struggle so that when the next series 
of convulsions gripped bourgeois society, 
the Communists would be in a better 
position to take the offensive in the dir-. 
ect struggle for power. There was no 
ground for pessimism, said the leaders 
of the Left Opposition. In a series of 
penetrating analyses, comrade Trotsky 
showed at that time that America's in- 
tervention in Europe, which involved at 
the outset a brief stabilization, was only 
accumulating a mountain of powder 
magazines which would inevitably blow 
up with the resounding crash of war and 
proletarian revolution. 

The Stalinist "Adjustment" 

How did the official apparatus envis- 
age the adjustments that had to be made 
following the German defeat and Am- 
erica's intervention? By the apparatus, 
we refer above all to its most i>erfect 
representative, Stalin, all of whose ac- 
tivity in the Russian revolutionary move- 
ment has been characterized, and still 
is, by itn opportunist, narrow-minded 
nationalism. He proposed to solve the 
problem by turning the back of the Rus- 
sian republic upon the international rev- 
olution and concentrating ail attention to 
the "problems at home". The banner of 
international revolution, according to the 
Stalin school, was to be hauled and re- 
placed with the slogan of "socialism in 
one country". 

What ideas lurked at the back of 
Stalinism's head to nurture this theory? 
The idea that the proletarian revolution 
in Europe had been taken off the order 
of the day for an incalculable period ; 
that it had been postponed for decades ; 
that the most profitable efforts could be 
concentrated in enclosing the Soviet re- 
public within its shell and constructing 
a national socialist Utopia there. Los- 
ovsky, expressing the thoughts that pre- 
vailed in the minds of the bureaucracy 
at that time, wrote that the stabilization 
of Europe was a matter of decades. And 
if that were the case, why continue this 
"infernal babble" about "international 
revolution" which will not take place for 
a long time anyway, especially when 
there is so much to be "done at home"? 

The Theory as a Fruit of Pessimism 

In other words,- the theory of socialism 
in one country— that is, the fantastic 
idea that Russia, by itself and without 
the aid of the victorious workers in cul- 
turally more advanced countries, ean 
build up a classless society — was born 
out of the womb of pessimism, of a de- 
featist state of mind. It was born and 
bred in an atmosphere of reaction, and 
that brand can no more he removed from 
it than the mark of Cain could be wiped 
from his forehead. 

Nothing that has ever been said can 
refute this characterization of the origin 
and essence of the theory. The dis- 
pute is no academic occupation of closet 
philosophers and professional hair-split- 
ters. It is a vitally important theoretical 
question which has a concrete, practical 
significance of tremendous scope. To- 
gether with comrade Trotsky, the Left 
Opposition argued that to build a social- 
ist society in the Soviet Union, the aid 
of the workers' revolution in a more ad- 
vanced country or countries would be 
required. Together with Stalin and 
Bucharin, the international apparatus of 
the Comintern argued that a socialist 
society could be built up without the 



"state aid" of the workers in other coun-. 
tries. If this dispute has a "practical" 
significance — and it has an enormous one 
— then the conclusion is an obvious and 
a disastrous one. 

Why? Because socialism is not built 
in one day. Only petty bourgeois anarch- 
ists believe that the "free society" will 
be established on the morrow of the 
overthrow of the bourgeois state. The 
Marxists know, as Lenin wrote, that "the 
road of organization is a long road, and 
the task of socialist construction demands 
a long drawn, stubborn work and real 
knowledge which we do not possess to 
a sufficient degree. Also the next gen- 
eration, which will be further developed, 
will probably hardly be able to achieve 
the complete transition to Socialism" 
{Vol. XV, page 240). If you believe, as 
Stalin does, that this "long road" is to 
be fully travelled "alone", before the 
workers in the other countries have 
overthrown their bourgeoisie, then you 
have postponed — at least in jour thoughts 
— the world proletarian revolution for 
an indefinite period. 

The Essence of the Opopsition's 
Struggle: Marxian Internationalism 

The Opposition believed and declared : 
The proletarian revolution in the West 
is far closer to a realization than is the 
abolition of classes and the establishment 
of a socialist society in Russia. If it is 
not closer, then the proletarian revolu- 
tion in Russia is doomed ! This truth 
Lenin repeated a thousand times: "We 
do not live merely in a state but in a 
system of states and the existence of 
the Soviet repuhlic side by side with 
imperialist states for any length of time 
is inconceivable." (Vol. XVI, page 102.) 
In this is contained not one grain of 
"pessimism" or "disbelief in the revolu- 
tion" ; it is penetrated with a realistic 
Marxian internationalism. 

And what is this Internationalism? It 
Is no mere loose sentimental bond of sol- 
idarity uniting the workers of all coun- 
tries. It arises directly out of the de- 
velopment of capitalist world economy. 
The Imperialist stage of capitalism, its 
expansion on an international scale, the 
tremendous and vital importance of ex- 
ports and imports for the maintenance 
of capitalism, monopolies extending to 
the ends of the earth, the mutual de- 
pendence of one country upon develop- 
ments in another— these are some of the 
phenomena of world economy. Capital- 
Ism has not matured for the socialist 
revolution in this or that country, large 
or small, backward or advanced. It has 
matured for socialism on a world scale. 
This fact not only creates tile basis for 
a living internationalism, but also for 
the transformation of the old society by 
a victorious world proletariat. 

But if each country can build an en- 
closed socialist society by the efforts and 
resources of its own proletariat, then 
internationalism becomes an empty 
phrase for holiday resolutions. If it 
can be done in backward Russia, then 
surely it can be done in more advanced 
Germany, and in France, and England, 
and certainly in the United States. Then 
what need have the Communists for a 
highly -centralized international of their 
own? 

International is«i As A Necessary 
Development 
Furthermore : the development of all 
existing society up to now, and particu- 
larly of modern capitalist society, has 
been towards increasing inter-reiations 
and inter-dependence. Capitalism reach- 
es; its highest stage of evolution, it devel- 
ops to its most majestic economic 
heights, not by retiring into its respective 
national shells, but by projecting from 
each national territory those links which 
bind it inseparably to the rest of world 
economy. The countries of the most 
backward culture, technique, living stan- 
dards are those that play the smallest 
role in world economy and trade ; and 
vice versa. 



Now, socialism assumes a vastly high- 
er stage of development than capitalism, 
a higher culture, technique and living 
standard. It means not only the aboli- 
tion of classes, but the elimination of 
the differences between worker and pe*a- 
sant between town and country, the 
abolition of agriculture by the fact of 
its industrialization. But this, in turn, 
means that a socialist society must de- 
velop to a much further point along the 
economic and technical (that is, the cul- 
tural] road than capitalism. The theory 
of socialism in one country implies (and 
its spokesmen state explicitly) that this 
is to be accomplished by taking the road 
back from capitalist evolution which 
was, as every baby knows, directed to- 
wards an increasing economic inter-de- 
pendence and inter-relation on a world 
scale. The Marxists, in contradistinc- 
tion to this reactionary, Utopian idea, 
declare that the road to socialism pre- 
supposes an increasing participation in 
world economy, not only in the future 
socialist world economy, but right now, 
in the capitalist world economy which 
still exists, the economy to which, ac- 
cording to Lenin, "we are subordinated, 
with which we are connected and from 
which we cannot escape." 

Wliat Internationa I isim Requires 
In the U. S. S. B. 
But if, in spite of everything, the pro- 
letarian revolution in the West is never- 
theless delayed in coming? What shall 
we do then : give up the power in the 
Soviet Union? This is the "annihilating" 
argument the Stalinists present as their 
pitiful defense of an indefensible theory. 
Not at all! Leuin and Trotsky, who 
never believed in the 'Utopia of national 
socialism, stood for seven years at the 
head of the proletarian dictatorship and 
never once proposed to "grve up power". 
What they did and what the Left Op- 
position proposes to do today, is to re- 
tain the power in the first fortress to 
be conquered by the proletariat. In this 



From Left Oppositionists 
in South America 

Call, Columbia 
April 28, 1932. 
Dear comrades: 

In tiiis city, as well as in the rest 
of the country, the political struggles of 
the working class are going on accom- 
panied by the same mistakes and set- 
backs brought about by the absurd and 
absolutely detrimental leadership of 
the fanatical Staliuites about two 
years ago there arrived in Colom- 
bia com rude Guillermo Hernandez 
Rodriguez, after a three years' stay 
in Russia, where, it is said, he studied 
at the Marxist school at Moscow. He 
came as the accredited delegate of the 
Communist International to start and to 
lead the Communist Party of Colombia 
as a section of the C. I. On his arrival 
he was welcomed and hailed by a group 
of revolutionary workers who had for- 
merly participated in the political strug- 
gles of the Socialist Revolutionary Party. 
We took a firm position, rejecting the 
policies of the traditional parties, which 
had left us with defeats and disasters 
behind us, desiring to obtain a class 
struggle political training in order to 
be able to correctly organize the party of 
the workers in Colombia. 

Under these circumstances and with 
these -desires, we hailed delegate Hernan- 
dez Rodriguez, accepting his political 
positions and the line he proposed for us 
to follow. Under his leadership, there 
was organized the committee of the 
Valle. Meanwhile, comrade Hernandez 
went to Bogota, the capital of the repu- 
blic, to organize the central committee 
of the party, which was effected by a 
meeting that is known under the name of 
"Ei Ampliado". After some work had 
been accomplished in the capital, Rod- 
riguez returned together with comrade 
Ines Martell to the Valle district with 
the object of implanting a solid political 
base in this section of the country which 
they considered of the greatest revolu- 
tionary importance. A series of meetings 
were held that were attended by work- 



fortress, while looking forward to the «rs and sympathizers. As the comrade 
assistance of the workers in other coun-| delegate took advantage of his position 
tries to strengthen the position of the, as representative of the C. I. and want- 
proletarian and socialist elements in the e< * to impose his authority too rigidly, 
country us against the capitalist ele-l he came into conflict with the workers 
ments, this means the utilization of, asembled. But, notwithstanding this 
"both levers", at the command of the] fact, he was able to persuade a small 
proletariat: the long lever of the inter- group of comrades who were rather im- 
national revolution and the shorter lever: pressed wit „ nis Rassmn expel .j e nces to 
of laying arid strengthening the founda- 3ll bmit to his authority., 
tions for a socialist economy at home. c, .. . ,,., .. , 

What it certainly does not mean is thj Rtart ' nS 0tlt wIth th ' 3 ero " p ' he P ro " 
the Russian proletariat and peasantry i c(?cdPd to Gxpel a11 those who were not 
shall be deceived with the grandiose il-] ready to comply with his dictatorial 
lusion that at the end of five more years leadership. Hut since these expelled 
"socialism will have been established" ;, comrades were sincere revolutionaries 



Now on the Press! 

Problems of the Chinese 
Revolution 

by LEON TROTSKY 

THE 1925-27 CHINESE REVOLUTION WAS ONE OF THE FIRST 
WORLD-IMPORTANT POLITICAL EVENTS IN WHICH TROTSKY'S OP. 
POSITION TO THE POLICY OF STALIN MANIFESTED ITSELF IN 
THE CONCRETE. IN THIS BOOK, QUOTATIONS FROM STALIN'S OWN 
WRITTEN WORDS AND SPEECHES ARE GIVEN AS WELL AS THOSE 
OF TROTSKY'S AND HIS SUPPORTERS. 

READ THIS HISTORICAL DOCUMENT. COMPARE THE PROPOSED 
POLICIES OF THAT DAY WITH SUBSEQUENT EVENTS IN THE CHI- 
NESE REVOLUTION, THEN DECDJE WHO WAS CORRECT. THE LEFT 
OPPOSITION DOES NOT FEAR YOUR JUDGMENT AFTER YOU HAVE 
SERIOUSLY READ AND STUDIED THIS BOOK. 

PAPER COVER $1.00 CLOTH BOUND $1.50 

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW! 

Money Is Needed 

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 

84 East 10th Street, 
New York, N. Y. 



for there will be terrific consequences to 
account for when the awakening takes 
place. I 

The pernicious theory of national so-i 
cialism has already had the most serious ! 
effects for the proletarian dictatorship in ' 
Russia. On its basis, Stalin and Buch- 
arin for years fought against the plan 
proposed by the Opposition for the in- 
dustrialization of the country and the 
collectivization of agriculture. The bur- 
eaucrats were little interested in "Five 
Year Plans" then — they were too busy 
strangling the Opposition inside the 
party and saying to the kulak on the 
outside: "Enrich yourself"! And when 
under the pressure of events and the 
criticism of the Opposition, they finally 
adopted a radical plan, it was once 
more on the basis of this reac- 
tionary theory that they proceed- 
ed to "liquidate the kulak as a 
class" by administrative decrees and to 
establish a classless socialist society by 
a certain date on the calendar as if it 
were a prize contest that closed on a 
given day in the month. But a detailed 
description of these phases of the Op- 
position's struggle in the Communist In- 
ternational and in the Russian party spe- 
cifically, we must leave for other articles 
in this series. 

And it is not merely in Russia that 
this theory had fatal effects for the pro- 
letarian revolution. It should be borne 
in mind that the revisionists always in- 
cluded a tiny "if" in their theory. So- 
cialist society could be built up in one 
country "if" military intervention from 
the foreign imperialists could be pre- 
vented. "Socialism in one country" kept 
undermining the possibilities of success 
of the great Chinese revolutionary move- 
ment of 1925-1927 and of the upheaval 
in the British working class in 1926. In 
the latter case particularly, did the "if" 
of the theory — the prevention of military 
intervention— play a thoroughly fatal 
role. We can trace the disgraceful con- 
duct of the apparatus leaders during the 
British miners' and general strikes dir- 
ectly to this theory. An account of the 
events in England in 1926 and the part 
played in it by the Stalinists and the 
Left Opposition— an episode of funda- 
mental importance in our nine year's 
of struggle — we shall seek to give in the 
next issue. 

—MAX SHACHTMAN. 
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SPARTACUS YOUTH CLUB 

The Spartacus Youth Club in New 
York, as already announced, has changed 
its meeting date to Friday evenings. The 
executive committee of the club is ar- 
ranging an educational program for the 
coming weeks which will be of interest 
to young workers and students. At its 
nest meeting, May 20, there will take 
place a discussion on the results of the 
recent French and German elections. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 



UNGRATEFUL GOVERNMENT 

On© of the most pathetic case3 of hard 
luck— and one of the most instructive 
lessons— In recent days is the denial of 
citizenship to S. S. Saralieff, editor of 
the Bulgarian S. L. P. paper, by the Uni- 
ted States District Court of St. Louis, 
Saraiieff, true to the S. L. I', teaching, 
told the court that lie was for the over- 
throw of capitalism by strictly legal and 
peaceful means. But even this under- 
taking to confine the struggle against 
capitalism within the legal rules and 
limits laid down by the ruling class it- 
self did not gain for him the coveted 
citizenship. With that contempt for 
lackeys whose services are not needed at 
the moment, for which the masters ever 
have noted, the District Court booted him 
and his servile application aside and 
withheld— to quote the S. L. P. Conven- 
tion resolution—" the important privilege 
at American citizenship." 

The Weekly People, which never no- 
tices violations of the legal rights of 
revolutionary workers eicepf, inferentl- 
ally at least, to condone the violations, 
is having spasms over the Karalieff case. 
It is, they protest, "unjust even accord- 
ing to capitalist ethics." If you under- 
stand the point o view of the S. L. P. 
legalists you have to admit there is 
ground for their dignified complaints. 
Those who agree to restrict their opera- 
tions to the narrow groove marked out by 
the capitalist law, and spend nine-tenths 
of their energies in condemning those 
who refuse to make such an agreement, 
have a certain right to feel aggrevied 
when this treacherous servility goes un- 
rewarded. The denial of citizenship to 
S. L. P. Saralteff is an act of ingratitude 
on the part of the Government. And in 
addition to that it is a dirty trick. The 
threat of the S. L. P. convention resolu- 
tion "to use every civilized method to 
force a reversal of this most unjust de- 
cision" is fully justified by the outrage. 

Legal rights have a great value for the 
working class in the period when it is 
assembling its forces and working out 
its policies, and every encroachment on 
these rights has to be resisted in the 
most determined manner. The Marxists 
always understood and defended this 
position, and no different opinion is ad- 
missable in the name of Marxism. The 
crime of the S. L. P. consists in the fact 
that they — like so many others who in- 
voke the names Of Marx and Engels in 
Order to betray their teachings — make a 
fetish and a final method of capitalist 
legality instead of regarding it, as Marx 
and Engels did, merely as a field for the 
pre-revolutionary organization and mob- 
ilization, of the proletariat. It is just 
such a decision as that in the Saralieff 
case — a flagrantly "illegal" decision in 
which the capitalist court trampled on 
its own constitutional provisions— that 
demonstrates the fallacy of legalistic fet- 
ishism. Engels, in advising the German 
workers to make the fullest use of legal- 
ity for propaganda and organization, told 
the bourgeoisie to "be the first to shoot". 
Neither he nor any other revolutionist 
ever doubted for a moment that they 
would "shoot", i. e., violate their own 
legality when it served their purpose. 
That is why Marx and Engels always 
maintained that the emancipation of the 
workers by purely legal means is an Im- 
possibility. 

This fundamental tenet of Marxism — 
which Mars and Engels defended to the 
last days of their lives — has been confirm- 
ed by all the experience of the interna- 
tional proletariat. It is not a small 
point about which Marxists may have 
different opinions. On the contrary, it is 
a sharp and clear dividing line between 
the revolutionary Marxists and the be- 
trayers of Marxism. The former by no 
means reject "legality", but they utilize 
it, organize and prepare the proletariat 
for the revolution by force and to propa- 
gate the idea of its inevitability. The 
necessity of doing so lies at the root 
of the whole of Marx's and Engels' teach- 
ing. The perversion of this teaching by 
the S. L. P. — their deception of the work- 
ers with the idea that capitalism can be 
overthrown by purely legal methods 
alone — brings their betrayal of Marxism 
into the sharpest relief. The court de- 
cision in the Saralieff case gives an ironic 
refutation to the legalistic dogma of the 
8. L. P. 



THE "NEGOTIATORS" 
SMOKED OUT 

The letters of The Militant exposing the 
"unity" horse-trade which the Stalinists 
and the Lovestoneites were negotiating 
behind the back of the Party seem to 
have had a wholesome effect all the way 
around. The information put the prole^ 
tarian elements in the Party on guard 
and has stimulated anew their interest 
in a side of the unity question which the 
bureaucrats left out of account in their 
pending "deal"— unity of the worker- 
Communists with the Left Opposition. 
In addition to that, the publication of 
the letters served to convince the dip- 
lomats of the Lovestone group at least 
that the secret game is up that the mat- 
ter cannot be "arranged" behind the 
scenes. The Stalinists are no doubt also 
overcome with somewhat the same con- 
vlctfon, but they have been too busy ans- 
wering questions lately to find time to 
issue any statements. 

m the latest issue of the Workers' 
Age, Gitlow announces the conversion of 
his group to the idea of letting the Party 
members, whose interests were being 
bargained off over the conference table, 
have a little information about it. "The 

Communist Party (Majority Group) Is 
of the opinion — says Gitlow — that there 
is nothing to gain and a great deal tot 



lose by keeping the unity negotiations 
behind a veil of secrecy." Gitlow Is 
right, even if the discovery is several 
months late and was made only after 
"the veil of secrecy" had already been 
torn aside. 

In his contribution to the public dis- 
cussion of the matter which was no 
longer a secret, Gitlow supplied some 
additional and important Information, 
fc'or one thing he verifies, what The Mill, 
tant's correspondent merely inferred, 
that Stachel is the leading spirit in the 
•'unity" maneuver. That is quite in har- 
mony with the proceedings as a whole. 
Stachel was the right hand man of Love- 
stone in all his perfidious work within 
the Party. In the eyes of the worker- 
Communists he was no less a symbol of 
"petty bourgeois politiciandom" than 
Lovestone himself. Stachel's initiative 
in the matter characterizes the whole 
affair as another of those "rotten petty 
bourgeois tricks, devoid of principle and 
of regard for the interests of the move- 
ment. By the aid of such methods, and 
through the instrumentality of such 
people, a business transaction between 
adventurers can be ratified ; but a unifi- 
cation of the Communist proletariat — 
never. 

Gitlow' s revelations go further than 
"comrade Stachel". (Only a few days 
ago the same Stachel wrote in the Daily 
Worker that the Lovestones were "for- 
eign elements to the Party of the prole- 
tariat." But that only signifled a hitch 
in the negotiations.) Stachel, according 
fo Gitlow, said the Communist Interna- 
tional was disposed to act favorably on 
a unity proposition. And he also said 
that the present Party leaders have no 
principle objections to another deal with 
the Eight wing "renegades". Gitlow 
writes : 

"He (Stachel) let it be known that 
the letter of January 15th was received 
by the Communist International without 
any comment from the members of the 
Political Committee, who had forwarded 
it to Moscow." 

Well, they will have to make plenty 
of "comment" before the affair is ended. 
And — what is far more important — the 
Party members will also have something 
to say. The devastating splits, which 
the Stalinists and the Right wing to- 
gether have imposed upon the Commun- 
ist movement, coincided with the strangu- 
lation of Party democracy and the sup- 
pression of rank and file opinion. The 
Party members haven't spoken yet, but 
their voices will ring out all the louder 
for the long enforced silence. The evil 
consequences of the splits accumulate, 
and with them grows the aspiration of 
the workers for unity. This aspiration 
will not be thwarted by the machinations 
of the splitters In the name of unity 
while the real issue at the bottom of 
the disruption— the departure from the 
Lenin path and the expulsion of the Left 
Opposition — is left out of consideration. 
The rank and file inquiry into the nego- 
tiations between Lovestone and Stachel 
may well be the starting point for the 
necessary and long-delayed discussion of 
the basic causes of the splits and the 
principled way to unity. 

The Left Opposition will present its 
unity proposals from this point of view. 
We are not in the least interested in any 
kind of secret conferences held in the 
dark of the moon. We have no use for 
"propositions" whispered out of the cor- 
ner of the mouth by some furtive Stachel 
or other. We have no "capltulators" to 
offer and no "concessions" to demand. 
We want to be united with the Party, 
t6 wage the revolutionary struggle in 
common with it, to observe a common 
discipline. At the same time we insist 
on the right to adhere to the foundation 
principles of the Comintern and to ad- 
vocate them in the normal way of Party 
democracy. Nothing more, nothing less. 

Such proposals need no "veil of sec- 
recy". They can and must be discussed 
openly, as every genuine and principled 
consideration — either of unity or of 
split — ought to be. For it is only when 
the questions are fairly put and under- 
stood by the members, when they con- 
sciously act upon them, that the unity of 
the Party is firmly grounded, or the nec- 
essity of split clearly determined. The 
Stalinist and Right wing bureaucrats 
have dragged the Party into the ditch 
by unprincipled maneuvers and intrigues. 
They will not get it out by these means. 

—J. P. C. 



ST. LOUIS, ATTENTION 

A Study Class on the "Fundamentals 
of Communism" is being organized by 
the St. Louis branch, Communist League 
of America (Opposition) with Martin 
Payer as instructor. All readers of The 
Militant who are interested should come 
down to the Crunden Branch Library 
Auditorium, 14th and Cass Avenues. The 
study class will meet every Friday eve- 
ning from 8 till 10 P. M. There will 
be no tuition charges. 
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For the Release of the 
Scottsboro Boys 

It is now a little more than a year 
since the nine Scottsboro boys were tried 
on the fake charge of rape and sen- 
tenced to death by electrocution. In the 
past year they have suffered much of 
the agony of Sacco and Vanzetti, of 
Mooney. They are innocent of the 
charges made against them. They are 
the victims of a dastardly frame-up. They 
have been beaten by their jailers. They 
sat in a court surrounded by a howling 
lynch mob. They have been agitated in 
jail by officials working hand in glove 
with the N. A. A. C. P. to induce them 
to forswear the I. L. D. and place their 
fate in the bands of the N. A. A. C. P. 

They have been forced, not figuratively 
but in the most literal sense of the 
word, to live in the shadow of the elec- 
tric chair. They were placed in a cell 
directly opposite the execution chamber 
and forced to witness a number of elec- 
trocutions. Anxiety and hope which in- 
evitably accompany appeals to the high- 
er courts have been their's. In a word, 
they have felt the awful weight of the 
hand of the organized capitalist class 
directed in full against them. 

It was the I. L. D. and the C. P. 
which organized and set afoot the work- 
ing class movement of protest and de- 
fense. Not the least part in halting the 
blood lust of the capitalist south is to 
be attributed to the fighting demonstra- 
tions of white and black workers all 
over the country, and to the militant 
protests abroad. 

But the victory is not yet won. The 
day of execution still stands at June 24. 
The Alabama attorney-general has an- 
nounced his intention of opposing any 
further stay despite the I. L. D.'s ap- 
peal to the U. S. Supreme Court. If he 
should be sustained , the boys will be 
executed on the 24th of June. 

To the I. L. D. and C. P- we say: No 
time must be lost Every nerve must be 
strained to raouse the entire working 
class to demand the immediate and un 
conditional release of the nine Scottsboro 
boys Approaches must be made to their 
organizations. The workers will respond. 
If their leaders dare to oppose the 
movement it will rise over their heads 
and overwhelm them. Once more, it is 
clear, the key to the problem of setting 
the workers in motion is the tactic of 
the united front of working class or- 
ganizations. 

Action and timely action! Call the 
united front conferences! Make them 
genuine united fronts! In these united 
fronts the Left Opposition will discharge 
its duty. 



Stalinist Zig-zags on the Question of 

the « United Front» 



nrBTnrroTToTrinririroTrnrir^^ 
mi. "V. Picnic 

The New York members and sympath- 
izers of the Left Opposition will greet 
the return of comrades Morgen stern and 
Goodman from prison at a picnic to be 
held Sunday, May 29th, at Tihbetts 
Brook Park, New York. 

This affair will also mark the close of 
the intensive drive for the Opposition 
press, The Militant, Unser Kamf, Young 
Spartacus, and Comnmnistes. Our goal 
is one thousand dollars. To-date 
we are a good distance from this amount. 
The life of the weekly Militant depends 
on the raising of this sum. 

There will be refreshments, games and 
rowing. 

The Place: Tibbetts Brook Park— Take 
Lexington Ave. Subway I. R. T. — 
Woodlawn- Jerome to last stop, 
Wood lawn. From there one can 
take a trolley to the Park. Com- 
rades will meet at the Woodlawn 
station at 10:00 A. M. Plot 8. 
Time: Sunday, May 29th from 10:00 
A. M. till dusk. 
.P.IP.P. BJl.P.fl.P.P ft Q 1 3 ° -° P_p_p _P_o_P_ ft_o . P .3 . Q <1 



From Left Oppositionists 
in South America 

(Continued from page 3) 
and had acquired some knowledge of the 
politics of class struggle, we continued 
our fight, educating ourselves and other 
workers who after that had come to our 
side. We were able to organize a Lenin- 
ist Centre, teaching the works of Marx 
and Lenin. 

After our wort had begun to bear fruit, 
and we were beginning to get results, 
the official party under Rodriguez's lead- 
ership, began to attack the workers of 
our centre. It would occupy too much 
space and time to go into detail here 
on the history of the various maneuvers 
and activities of the C. I. in Colombia. 
As the International pursues tbe same 
tactics everywhere, they produce the 
same results, which are sufficiently well 
known to you. 

Now that we have become acquainted 
with the views which the Left Opposi- 
tion holds, we have been able to confirm 
our original position as just and correct, 
since it is based on the same principles 
and needs as that of the Left Opposition 
with which we sympathize and with 
which we feel ourselves linked up. The 
literature which we have received from 
you, we are spreading among the wo? k- 
ers of the Leninist Centre as well as 
among the followers of the official com- 
mittee of the party, for whose support 
we are carrying on a daily etruggle. 
This, in spite of the campaign of slander 
and calumny being organized against 
us more than before, because we are In 
agreement with the views of the Left 
Opposition. We wish to remain in con- 
stant communication with you so as to 
keep up with events and to correctly re- 
present the position of the Left in this 
country, and in order to avoid all pos- 
sible consequence of misinformation. 
With Communist greetings, 

PEDRO A. V. 



by LEON TROTSKY 
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(Continued from last issue) 

On October 14, 1931, Remmele, one of the three 
official leaders of the Communist party, said in the 
Reichstag, "Herr Bruening has put it very plainly : 
once they (the Fascists) are in power, then the United 
Front of the proletariat will be established and it will 
make a clean sweep of everything. (Violent applause 
from the Communists.)" Bruening's scaring the bour- 
geoisie and the social democracy with such a perspec- 
tive — that is intelligible : he thus safeguards his sover- 
eignty. Remmele's solacing the workers with such a 
perspective — that is infamous: he thus prepares the 
way for Hitler's domination, for this perspective in 
its entirety is false to the core and bears witness to 
an utter misunderstanding of mass -psychology and of 
the dialectics of revolutionary struggle. Should the 
proletariat of Germany, before whose eyes the devel- 
opment of events now proceeds openly, permit Fascism 
to come into- power, i, e., should it evince a most fatal 
blindness and passivity, then there are no reasons 
whatever for the assumption that after the Fascists 
arc in power, this same proletariat will shake off its 
passivity immediately and "make a clean sweep". 
Nothing like this, for instance, happened in Italy. 
Remmele reasons completely after the manner of the 
French petty -bourgeois phrasemongers of t he nine- 
teenth century who proved themselves entirely incap- 
able of leading the masses but who were convinced, 
nevertheless, quite firmly that should Louis Bonaparte 
plant himself over the republic, the people would rise, 
on the instant, in their defense, and "make a clean 
sweep." However, the people that had permitted the 
adventurer Louis Bonaparte to seize the power proved, 
sure enough, incapable of sweeping him away there- 
after. Before this happened, new major events, his- 
torical quakes, and a war had to occur. 

The United Front of the proletariat is achievable — 
for Remmele, as he has told us, — only after Hitler 
assumes power. Can a more pathetic confession of 
one's own impotence be made? Since we, Remmele 
and Co., are incapable of uniting the proletariat, we 
place the burden of this task upon Hitler's shoulders. 
After he has united the proletariat for us, then we 
will show ourselves in our true stature. Remmele fol- 
lows this up with a boastful announcement, "We are 
the victors of the coming day; and the question is no 
longer one of who shall vanquish whom? This ques- 
tion is already answered. (Applause from the Com- 
munists). The question now reads only, "At what 
moment shall we overthrow the bourgeoisie?" Right 
to the point ! As we say in Russian, that's pointing 
one's finger and hitting the sky. We are the victors 
of the coming day. All we lack today is the United 
Front. Herr Hitler will supply us with it tomorrow, 
when he assumes power. Which still means that the 
victor of the coming day will be not Remmele but Hit- 
ler. And then, you might as well carve it on your 
nose, the moment for the victory of the Communists 
will not arrive so soon. 

Remmele feels himself that his optimism limps on 
its left leg, and he attempts to bolster it up. "We 
are not afraid of the Fascist gentlemen. They 
will shoot their bolt quicker than any other govern- 
ment. (Right you are! from the Communists)" And 
for proof: The Fascists want paper-money inflation, 
and that means ruin for the masses of the nation ; con- 
sequently, everything will turn out for the best. Thus 
the verbal inflation of Remmele leads the German 
workers astray. 

Here we have before us a program speech of an 
official leader of the party ; it was issued in immense 
numbers and was used in the Communist membership 
drive: appended to the speech is a printed blank for 
enrollment in the Party. And this very program 
speech is- based part and parcel upon capitulation to 
Fascism. "We are not afraid" of Hitler's assuming 
power. What is this, if not the formula of cowardice 
turned inside out. "We" don't consider ourselves 
capable of keeping Hitler from assuming power; worse 
yet: we, bureaucrats, have so degenerated as not to 
dare think seriously of fighting Hitler. Therefore, 
"we are not afraid". What don't you fear: fighting 
against Hitler? Oh not they are not afraid of . . . 
Hitler's victory. They are not afraid of refusing to 
fight. They are not afraid to confess their own cow- 
ardice. Shame! Out upon it! 

In one of my previous pamphlets I wrote that the 
Stalinist bureaucracy was baiting a trap for Hitler — 
in the guise of state power. The Communist journal- 
ists, who flit from Miinzenberg to Ullstein and from 
Mosse to Miinzenberg, announced immediately that 
"Trotsky vilifies _the Communist Party." Isn't it 
really self-evident that Trotsky, out of his aversion 
for Communism, out of his hatred for the German 
proletariat, out of his passionate desire to save Ger- 
man capitalism — yes, Trotsky foists a plan of capi- 
tulation upon the Stalinist bureaucracy. But in real- 
ity I only gave a brief summary of Remmcle's pro- 
gram speech and of a theoretical article by Thaelmann. 
Where does the vilification come in? 

Moreover both Thaelmann and Remmele are only 
holding steadfastly to the Stalinist gospel. Let us re- 
call once again what Stalin propounded in the autumn 
of 1923 when everything in Germany was — as now — 
poised on the razor edge of a knife. "Should the 
Communists (on the given plane)" wrote Stalin to 
Zinoviev and Bucharin, "strive to seize power without 
the social democracy? are they sufficiently mature for 
this? — that's the question as I see it . . . Should 
the power in Germany at this moment fall, so to speak, 
and should the Communists catch it up, they'll fall 
through with a crash. That's 'at best'. If it comes 
to the worst — they'll be smashed to pieces and beaten 
back ... Of course, the Fascist aren't asleep, but 



it serves our purposes better to let them be the first 
to attack: that will solidify the entire working class 
around the Communists ... In my opinion the Ger- 
mans should be restrained and not encouraged." 

In his pamprlet, The Mass Strike, Langner 
writes, "The assertion (Brandler's) that a battle in 
October (1923) would have resulted only in a 'deci- 
sive defeat', is nothing but an attempt to gloss over 
opportunistic mistakes and the opportunistic capitu- 
lation without a fight." (Page 101) That is abso- 
lutely correct. But who was the instigator of "the 
capitulation without a fight"? Who was it that "re- 
strained" instead of "encouraging"? In 1931 Stalin 
only amplified his formula of 1923: let the Fascists 
assume the power, they'll be only clearing the road for 
us. Naturally it is much safer to attack Brandler 
than Stalin: the Langners understand that quite well 

In point of fact, in the last two months — not with- 
out the influence of the outspoken protests from the 
Left — a certain change has occurred : the Communist 
party no longer says that Hitler must assume power 
in order to shoot his bolt quickly; now it lays more 
stress on the converse side of the question: the battle 
against Fascism cannot be postponed until after Hit- 
ler assumes the power; the battle must be waged now 
by arousing the workers against Bruening's decrees 
and by widening and deepening the strife on the econ- 
omical and political arenas. That is absolutely cor- 
rect. Everything that the representatives of the 
Communist party have to say within this sphere is not 
to be gainsaid. Here we have no disagreements what- 
ever. Still the most important question remains : how 
to get down from words to business? 

The overwhelming majority of the members of the 
Communist party as well as a considerable portion of 
the officialdom — we haven't the slightest doubt — sin- 
cerely want to fight. But the facts must be faced 
openly : there's no fighting being done, there is no sign 
of fighting in sight. Bruening's decrees passed by 
scot-free. The Christmas truce was not broken. The 
policy of calling sectional and improvised strikes, 
judging by the accounts of the Communist party itself, 
did not achieve any serious successes to date. The 
workers see this. Shrieking alone will not convince 
them. 

The Communist party places on the shoulders of 
the social democracy the responsibility for the passiv- 
ity of the masses. In a historical sense that is in- 
dubitable. But we are no historians, we are revolu- 
tionary politicians. Our task is not one of conduct- 
ing historical researches, but of finding the way out. 

The S. A. P., which during the first period of its 
existence took up formally the question of fighting 
Fascism (especially in articles by Rosenfeld and Sey- 
dewitz) made a certain step forward by timing the 
counter-attack coincidently with Hitler's assumption 
of power. Its press now demands that the fight to 
repel Fascism be begun immediately by mobilizing the 
workers against hunger and the police yoke. We ad- 
mit readily that the change in the policy of the S. A. 
P. was brought about under the influence of Commun- 
ist criticism: one of the tasks of Communism precisely 
consists in pushing Centrism forward by criticizing its 
dual tendencies. But that alone does not suffice: one 
must exploit politically the fruits of one's own critic- 
ism by proposing to the S. A. P. to pass from words 
to action. One must subject the S. A. P. to a public 
and a clear test; not by analyzing isolated quotations 
— that's not enough — , but by offering to make an 
agreement towards taking specified practical steps 
against the foe. Should the S. A. P. lay bare its 
incompetence, the higher the authority of the Com- 
munist party would rise, the sooner an intermediate 
party would be liquidated. What's there to fear? 

However, it is not true that the S. A. P. does not 
seriously want to fight. There are various tendencies 
within it. For the moment, so long as the matter is 
reduced to abstract propaganda for a United Front, 
the inner contradictions lie dormant. Once the battle 
is begun, they will become apparent. The Communist 
party stands to gain alone thereby. 

But there still remains the most important question 
as regards the S. D. P. Should it reject those prac- 
tical propositions which the S. A. P. accepts, a new 
situation would arise. The Centrists, who would pre- 
fer to straddle the fence between the C. P. and the 
S. D. in order to complain first about one and then 
about the other, and to gain in strength at the expense 
of both (such is the philosophy evolved by Urbahns) 
— these Centrists would find themselves suspended in 
mid air, because it would immediately become apparent 
that the S. D. itself is sabotaging the revolutionary 
struggle. Isn't that an important gain? The work- 
ers within the S. A. P. from then on would definitely 
lean towards the C. P. 

Moreover the refusal of Wels and Co. to accept the 
program of joint action, agreed to by the S. A. P., 
would not let off the social democrats scot-free either. 
The Vobwaekts would be deprived immediately of the 
chance to complain about the passivity of the C. P. 
The gravitation of the social democratic workers to- 
wards the United Front would increase immediately; 
and that would be equivalent to their gravitation to- 
wards the C^ P. Isn't that plain enough? 

At each one of these stages and turns the C. P. 
would tap new resources. Instead of monotonously 
repeating ever the same ready made formulas before 
the one and the same audience, it would be enabled to 
set new strata into motion, to teach them through ac- 
tual experience, to steel them and to strengthen its 
hegemony among the working class. 

— L. TROTSKY. 

* Bourgeois publishing houses in Germany.— Ed. 
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The «SociaIists» and their Line of Action 



Within its shell of moribund reform- 
ist ideology considerable divergences have 
been for some time developing in the 
Socialist party. At its Just concluded 
convention these difference, came to 
stand out quite clearly. It was not a 
matter of revolutionary views strug- 
gling against reformist encumbrances. 
No, if it bad been, their proponents 
would be obliged to find new fields of 
expression In some form of common 
action with the Communist movement, 
not within the polluted waters of the 
Socialist party. Yet these divergences 
reflect the pressure of a working class 
moving toward the Left. 

Essentially the differences were expres- 
sed in the groupings which have qruite 
clearly crystallized. There are, on the 
one hand, the "militants" who appear to 
have hopes that the S. P. can be made 
to play a progressive role as a social 
democratic party. They speak of achiev- 
ing a "social and economic system for 
the benefit of the workers", which would 
justifiably put down counter-revolution 
within a Socialist state through, the use 
of violence, but strictly dissociated from 
class rule through the Proletarian Dic- 
tatorship. Hillquit characterized them as 
young, sincere and Impatient — that is 
sincere to Hillquit 'a "ideals" — people 
who will soon settle down to more "sane' 
views. That evidently, is not far from 
the truth. Secondly there is the group 
of futile petty bourgeois liberals whose 
outstanding representative fs Norman 
Thomas. It sees ever greater opportun- 
ities for its particular brand of "salva- 
tion" and conceives of the S. P. as a good 
instrument to further petty bourgeois lib- 
eration on a grand scale expecting It to 
be reinforced by the wcrkes. Thirdly 
there are the socalled practical socialists, 
whom Hillqult.also quite truthfully char- 
acterized as to their "noble" goal of 
building new sewers. Lastly, there is 
the old guard led by Hillquit and O'Neal. 
This is the most conscious group with a 
consistent program, deeply saturated with 
hostility to revolution. A group which 
cleverly manipulates reformist demands, 
clothed, when necessary, in Marxian 
phraseology, but as treacherously reac- 
tionary as Its European brethren and as 
conscious in preparing the social reform- 
ist instrument to serve capitalism. With 
its deep seated hostility to the proletar- 
ian revolution it can pursue no other 
course. This group prevailed at the con- 
vention. 

The S. P. claims a gain in member- 
ship of 8,000 in four years to a total 
of 25,000. In that is reflected in a sense 
the fact that some sections of the work- 
ers have taken the step away from the 
traditional bourgeois parties to social 
democracy. It shows also that what is 
at the basis of such growth reflects a 
pressure from which even the S. P. is 
not immune. This found its expression 
in the two extreme wings. In the "mili- 
tants" striving for a new, a better re- 
formist dressing for a decrepit body- 
all in an unblushing alliance with the 
petty bourgeois liberalism of Thomas 
and the "practical" new sewer socialist*. 
Next it found its expression in the old 
guard sitting tighter on the lid but mani- 
pulating a few extra safety valves of 
concessions in phraseology. But above 
all, a large share of this growth must 
be laid at the doors of the Centrist zig- 
zag blunder policy of the official Com- 
munist party leadership and its failure 
to give proper direction to workers mov- 
ing away from bourgeois ideology and 
allegiance. 

The adopted S. P. declaration of prin- 
ciples, for example, again contains lip 
service to a recognition of the c[ass 
struggle. It declares: "Freedom, equal- 
ity and plenty for the workers can there- 
fore be obtained only by socializing the 
ownership and control of the produc- 
tive wealth which Is now held as capital." 

What is meant by such a declaration 
became clear when a credulous Cali- 
fornia delegate, who took it at face 
value, moveti that the S. P. declares for 
confiscation of property. His proposal 
went down to defeat under the com- 
bined thunderclap of horror stricken 
"respectability" and the weight of the 
reactionary bureaucracy. 

A survey of the S. P. convention, how- 
ever, cannot leave out of account the 
new use to which the old guard of Hill- 
quit and O'Neal put their ability of 
crafty maneuvering. Their new plan 
of organization contains two "united 
front" proposals. There is one for in- 
ternational "unity" professing to attempt 
to "bring together the Socialist and 
Communist Internationals (1) on the 
basis of democracy and civil liberties 
in Russia (? !); (2) In Fascist coun- 
trtes.a union of both parties to overthrow 
Fascism by any means possible; (3) in 
countries where there still is democracy 
(sic!), a union of both parties in an at- 
tempt to change the present system by 
peaceful means and by other means, if 
necessary." The "nnity" proposals for 
the home sector reads : "In cities where 
Socialists, Communists, the L. I. D., the 
Friends of the Soviets, the Olvil Lib- 
erties Union and other similar organiza- 
tions exist, a permanent committee be 
organized to bring them together in In- 



formal conferences to consider practical 
steps to be taken on matters of concern 
to all." 

The recent years of experience have 
amply proved that the social reformists, 
now a distinct a nti- revolutionary force, 
do not at all intend to unite the work- 
ing class, not even for reformist objec- 
tives. But pursuing their cunning de- 
sign they do intend to utilize the popular 
unity .slogan to deceive the workers into 
support of their instrument deliberately 
destined to serve and preserve capitalism. 
This cannot be defeated by mere denun- 
ciation. It must be exposed in the open. 
This can be done eft ^lively only by 
counterpofeing the policy of a genuine 
united front to attain the immediate 
working class aims as steps to the nec- 
essarily revolutionary objective. This 
is one of the particular tasks of the Com- 
munist party. 

i 

The future working class perspectives 

demand imperatively that the Communist 
party take up this task in earnest. The 



Funds to 
Weekly! 



OUR CRITICAL -SITUATION STILL 
PREVAILS. NOT ONLY DO BILLS 
CONTINUE TO PRESS ON US UNRE- 
MITTINGLY BUT THEY AKE AC- 
CUMULATING JUST A LITTLE FAST- 
ER THAN WE CAN MEET THEM. WE 
HAVE MADE ALL POSSIBLE RE. 
TRENCHMENTS AND NOW EXPECT 
OUR SUPPORTERS TO DO THEIR 
PART. 

EVERY ONE WHO SEES THIS AP- 
PEAL FOR HELP SHOULD UNDER- 
STAND IT TO READ— THIS MEANS 
YOU! NO ONE SHOULD DELAY, THE 
SITUATION IS TOO PRESSING FOR 
THAT. WE MUST HAVE MONEY AT 
ONCE. NO AMOUNT IS TOO LARGE; 
NO AMOUNT IS TOO SMALL. 



revolutionary objectives first of all de- 
mand that social reformist ideology be 
defeated. — A.. 8. 



UNTIL WE HAVE WEATHERED 
THIS STORM EVERY COMRADE AND 
SYMPATHIZER MUST MAKE THE 
MOST SERIOUS EFFORTS TO RAISE 
MONEY. FIRST OF ALL HE MUST 
TAX HIMSELF TO THE LIMIT. WE 
CALL UPON OUR SUPPORTERS TO 
MAKE THIS SACRIFICE TO SAVE 
THE WEEKLY MILITANT. AND 
EVERYONE, WHO HAS EVER PRO 
FESSED ANY SYMPATHY FOR THE 
LEFT OPPOSITION MUST BE AP- 
PROACHED FOR HELP. 

WE ARE NOT ALARMISTS, WE DO 
NOT EXAGGERATE. WE PUT THE 
SITUATION EXACTLY AS IT IS. WE 
HAVE STRAINED EVERY NERVE TO 
RAISE MONEY. THIS IS OUR LAST 
HOPE. EVERY COMRADE AND SYM. 
PATHIZER MUST RESPOND NOW. 
OUR WEEKLY MILITANT DE- 
PENDS DIRECTLY ON THEIR RE- 
SPONSE. 



Jack Macdonald Joins the Left Opposition 

Statement of the Former National Secretary of the Communist Party of Canada 



We are publishing herewith a state- 
ment by comrade Jack MaeDonald of 
Toronto, Canada. The statement speaks 
for itself. It is an unequivocal declara- 
tion for the political views represented 
by the Left Opposition. Comrade Mac- 
Donald has arrived at this position as 
a result of his experiences over a period 
of years in the labor and revolutionary 
movement as well as the serious study 
which he has made o the views pre- 
sented by the various factions of the 
Communist movement. 

Comrade MaeDonald has a long and 
favorable record of struggle and achieve- 
ments within the labor movement and 
within the Communist movement. Be- 
ginning with his poinlng the Social Dem- 
ocratic Party in Scotland at the age of 
17, his activities and efforts have shown 
consistent continuity to many leading 
positions. He became one of the round- 
ers ot the Communist Party of Canada, 
its national secretary, and one of its 
outstanding leaders, participating in 
several Congresses ot the Communist In- 
ternational up until the point of the ex- 
pulsion ravage, when he was arbitrarily 
put outsi4e the party organisation 
charged with "conciliation" and other 
technical charges. We are citing these 
brief points of comrade MacDonald's re- 
cord, of activities because of our convic- 
tion that his position, herewith clearly 



and decisively expressed, should eount 
seriously with thinking revolutionists — 
Ed. 



After a careful and extensive study 
not only in retrospect of the pre-October 
polemics andactivltles of Bolshevism and 
the literature and general Ideological 
activity of the Communist International, 
particularly up to the death of its found- 
er and leader — Lenin and the opening 
of the struggle against "Trotskyism", but 
also of the more immediate and pressing 
situations and struggles of today, viz., 
Germany, China, Spain, etc., and the of- 
ficial C. I. programs, strategy and tac- 
tics therein, I have become convinced 
that the position program and general 
criticism of the "Lett Opposition" under 
the brilliant, untiring and courageous 
leadership ot comrade Trotsky are funda- 
mentally correct; and that the Left Op- 
position is the historical bearer and 
custodian of true Marxist-Leninism. 

In this necessarily brief statement I 
have no intention of reviewing at length 
the attitude of the Canadian Party dur- 
ing my association with its leadership 
or my personal attitude during the "dis- 
cussion" and subsequent fight against 
'Trotskyism". 

Suffice it to say, that the Ideological 
campaign against Trotskyism — charged 
with the attempt to revise Leninism — 



For the Communist Unity of Our Partyl 



The National Convention of the S. P. 



The Socialist party, at the time of 
this writing, is assembled at Milwaukee 
to nominate their presidential standard 
bearers, and to cogitate over the "rev- 
olutionary" profundities raised by the 
"militants" (the would-be Left wing). 
To the mind of many an S. P. "mlli. 
tant" this is to be a decisive convention 
— a turning point in the history of the 
Socialist party. That remains to be 
seen. 

This much however is certain. The 
pressure of the economic crisis has 
smoked out a rankling protest against 
the reactlonism of Hillquit, Oneal and 
Co. The convention was opened by Hill- 
quit True to type, and reflecting the 
conditions and moods In the country like 
a good weathercock, he made a bold 
keynote address. Capitalism has been 
shown as a miserably failure. It Jias col- 
lapsed and a new social order must be 
ushered in to save capitalism from con- 
sequent doom. 

Brave words. But how is this to be 
done? Not a word about the vain en- 
deavors of his European brother parties 
to save dying capitalism from the in- 
evitable fate. Only an intimation that 
should the socialist party be called upon, 
they will valiantly perform their "pa- 
triotic" duties to help stem the tide of 
proletarian resentment, where the repub- 
lican and democratic twins are unable 
to shine, in the signal achievement of 
deception and perfidy. But this time has 
not yet arrived. Hillquit can still afford 
to be the "Marxist" and deliver a with- 
ering blast against the advocates of a 
third party, those who want to fritter 
away the important services the S. P. 
may in time render American capitalism, 
by flirting with the non-descript liberals. 
This is an underhanded attack at Nor- 
man Thomas who is known to have a 
warm place in his heart for Dewey, 
Holmes and Co. 

But Thomas was not to be outdone as 
a "revolutionary." The resolution of the 
"militants" counter-signed and amended 
by Thomas, on the Soviet Union, which 
the New York Times characterises as 



Soviet Ejussia against capitalist inter- 
vention. But this dishwasher radicalism 
had already shocked the convention, and 
when a resolution appeared on the floor 
for the forcible confiscation of property, 
the delegates threw up their hands in 
horror. Amidst the empty thunders of 
Norman Thomas — who threatened to de- 
cline the presidential nomination— about 
the applicability of this tactic in Moscow 
and Leningrad and the havoc and star- 
vation it would wreak in New York and 
Chicago, the convention voted down this 
revolutionary pretension to the tune of 
166 to 14. 

In spite of the new "Left wingism" of 
the "militants", they swallowed Thomas 
whole and nominated him for president 
midst a rising vote. 

At the same time, to show that their 
"militancy" on organizational questions 
prevails over clarity of principles they 
aligned themselves with Thomas to oust 
Hillquit from the national chairmanship. 
The convention went into a furor. Ac-t 
cusatlons of anti-Semitism stirred the 
peaceful demeanor of the pacifist pro- 
ponents. Amid all this froth and rage 
we hear the alternative of the "Left 
wingers": Mayor Hoan of Milwaukee! 
From the frying pan into the fire. Here 
Hillquit again rises to the occasion and 
castigates Hoan and Co. for the "modern 
sewer" socialism which he himself has 
advocated for years. 

It Is said that the "deep seated", dif- 
ference between Thomas ana Hillquit Is 
determined by their attitude toward So- 
viet Russia. After reading the Blaa- 
shard resolution on this question we can 
come to no other conclusion than that 
it is merely a difference of terminology 
—six ot one and a half a dozen of the 
other. The real issue, as we see it, be- 
tween these treacherous leaders of the 
American social democracy Is another 
one that has been indicated above. Shall 
the socialist party remain the reformist 
traducer of the American working .class 
{Hillquit* or shall it become an out- 
right third liberal party of capitalism 
(Thomas). In this sense the pleadings 



"friendly neutrality" is the supposed re- of Maurer to avoid a split are beside the 
tort to Hillquit. It tells us that while 
they don't endorse all the policies of 
the Soviet Union, and the proetarian dic- 
tatorship peculiar to Russia, and while 
political prisoners should be released, 
and civil liberties restored — nevertheless 
they are emphatic for the- defense of 



point at present : there Is not yet a strong 
third party movement afoot. Hillquit Is 
reelected and Thomas is biding his time". 
Of course we need a humorous touch. 
This Is provided by the mountebank, 
Broun, who insists on a wet plank in 
the party program. —CLARKE. 



consisted of the scant distribution among 
the membership of occasional official 
bulletins from the C. I. containing al- 
leged encerpts from the writings and 
speeches of Trotsky, counter-posed with 
the official "true Leninist" rebuttal from 
the leading scribes of the International. 

Honest comrades, with their faith in 
the revolutionary integrity of the central 
leadership unimpaired and who therefor 
resent and reject any suggestion of buro- 
cratlc intrigue, falsification or degen- 
eration, accept these official communica< 
tlons at their face value and act accord, 
ingly ; search with the official microscope. 
Haying and uprooting in the name of 
Communist discipline and democratic 
centralism any tendencies deviations, or 
suspects that would weaken or dilute 
the revolutionary movement In the face 
of Its class enemies. In this socalled 
Ideological campaign (If self-criticism 
Is still in vogue) I accept my full share 
of responsibility and error and admit its 
travesty. What organizational and ideo- 
logical crimes have been committed in 
the name of discipline! 

For some time I have had occasion to 
compare these "excerpts" as published 
in official bulletins, with the actual 
writings of Trotsky. Many are complete- 
ly false; others torn from their context 
are deliberately misinterpreted ; while 
others correct in text are presumably 
demolished with the dud bombs of antl- 
Leninlst theory. 

I recall the first appeal which came to 
the C. E. C. of the Canadian Party to 
record itself against the Russian Party 
Opposition. This was during a session 
of the Enlarged Executive of the C. I. 
—a Canadian flelegate being In attend- 
ance. The delegate had recorded himself 
against. Why not? There are few ex- 
ceptions. A. cable was dispatched to 
Canada requesting the C. E. C. to solldar- 
ize Itself with the majority. Little if 
anything was known by the Canadian 
Party ot the theoretical substance of the 
questions at issue. No liaison was in 
existence in these days where one could 
Imbibe the latest on tap through "Lenin" 
students, etc. This honest unschooled 
proletarian center dispatched a return 
cable withholding decision until adequ- 
ate information pro and con was received 
by them. The Canadian center fell into 
very bad grace over this Incident. They 
might at least have adopted the course 
of one C. E. C. member, who, being un- 
able to be present wired the C E. C. 
to record his vote against Trotsky, but 
protested lack of information. 

In brief the so-called question of 
Trotskyism was approached in a purely 
superficial and burocratic manner. This 
was in the days prior to deportations, 
exiles, etc. How far the regime has 
developed burocratlcally since these days 
must be obvious to all sincere comrades. 
It Is positively criminal in the best 
revolutionary sense to close one's mind 
against the Left Opposition's trenchant 
criticism and charges of the growth of 
a bureaucratic regime in the C. I. The 
autocratic and mechanical removal and 
auperimposition of leadership on sections 
of the Comintern ; the hounding of old and 
tested bolsheviks on the pretext of some 
discovered heresy in writing or speech, 
but in reality to make way for a sub- 
stantial prop for the present regime; 
the stifling of initiative and discussion; 
the parody of workers' universities 
where "leaders" are molded and manu- 
factured to standard current pattern, 
etc., are evidences, if only in an organ- 
izational and limited sense, of the truth 
of this criticism. 

One had only to attend the Sixth Con- 
gress of the C. I. and that was several 
years ago, to have proof of the opposi- 
tion's contention In its broad internation- 
al sense, not to mention the alarming 
burocratic growth since in virtually ev- 
ery section nor the tragedy of the inter- 
nal party situation in the Soviet Union. 
(Continued on page 4) 



To the C. E. C. of the C. P. U. S. A 
To the Members of the Communist 

Party i 
Comrades ! 

The developments In the international 
situation and the tasks they place be- 
fore the Soviet Union and the Commum- 
1st International— and more specifically 
before its American section — once more 
bring sharply to the fore the acute pro- 
blem of the Communist unity in our 
party and the class struggle. These 
developments may be summed up briefly 
as follows: 

1. The growth of the Fascist menace 
in Germany which, if it ends in the seiz- 
ure of power by Hltlerism, would mean 
not only the bloody crushing of the Com- 
munist movement in Germany and else- 
where and a setback for the proletarian 
revolution for a long time to come, but 
would also render imminent a direct as- 
sault upon the fortress of the world rev- 
olution, the Soviet republic. 

2. The events in the Far East, where 
the already established Japanese Inter- 
vention in Shanghai, the establishment 
of a Japanese puppet government in 
Manchuria right on the border-line of 
the Soviet Union and the danger of an 
ultra-reaction a ry military coup d'Etat 
in Japan itself, all serve to indicate how 
the lines of imperialist policy are ap- 
proaching the breaking-point. The 
danger of a direct intervention against 
the Soviet Union is running a mad race 
with the danger of the workers being 
flung Into a new imperialist war tor the 
repartition of subjugated China. 

3. The deepening of the crisis in the 
United States, out of which the bourge- 
oisie has not yet succeeded in emerging, 
but which continues to offer to the Com- 
munists hitherto non-existing opportun- 
ities for crystallizing the extensive sym- 
pathy prevailing among broad sections 
of the workers for the most resolute 
section of the proletariat 

In considering these developments, our 
party can ill afford to ignore certain 
of their aspects which directly concern 
the immedate future of the movement. 

1. The Communist Party of Germany 
has not yet succeeded in mobilizing the 
masses of the German workers for ef. 
fective resistance to the advances of 
Fascism. The latter has not only leaped 
ahead at a tar greater speed than has 
German Communism, but the staunchest 
bulwark of capitalist "democracy", the 
party of Wels-Scheidemann-Hilferding- 
Grzezhinsky, continues to exercize an un- 
shaken Influence over decisive sections 
of the proletariat. 

2. In spite of the increasingly mani- 
fest threat of imperialist war upon the 
Soviet Union, and the undoubted popu- 



Aid Beet Strike! 



The spontaneous strike ot the Colorado 
beet workers against a 40 per cent wage 
cut has grown to such proportions under 
the leadership of the T. U. U. L. that 
it is now one o£ the largest strikes of 
agricultural workers in the history of 
the American labor movement. It ap- 
pears that more than 12,000 workers are 
out on strike. Their ranks have been 
swelled by the strike of the onion work- 
ers, who are also striking against a wage 
cut and In sympathy with their brothers 
in the beet fields. 

The growers are replying to the strike 
with the usual repertoire of capitalist 
persecution. The merchants have re- 
fused credit to the strikers who, like the 
miners, buy on credit against their fu- 
ture pay. The store owners extend this 
credit on the say-so of the employing 
farmer. In the case of a striker no such 
The usual regime of terror has been 
Inaugurated. Workers are being picked 
up and held for deportation. In one 
case a worker is being sent to Spain 
and his wife to Mexico. Arrests o£ the 
leading militants are a daily occurence. 
Approximately 100 workers have been ar- 
rested on various charges. Others are 
held in jail for a time without charges 
and then released. 

It will take more than this petty per- 
secution to break the strike. The mili- 
tancy of the strikers is everywhere In 
evidence. At the trial of eight workers 
in La Junta their brothers, 2,000 strong, 
overflowed the court room and by their 
insistence converted the trial into a mass 
meeting. The trial was resumed only 
when they were through. So strong was 
their protest that the obviously biased 
judge postponed sentence. 

The strike Is flung over a large area. 
A comprehensive picture of It is difficult 
to get. The official capitalist press plays 
it down. The A. F- ot L. press has thus 
far preserved silence. The leadership 
ot the T. U. U. L. in the strike is a bitter 
pill for them to swallow. In future is- 
sues of The Militant we will attempt to 
give an analysis of the background ot the 
strike and a more comprehensive pic- 
ture of It. 

What is needed now is relief to enable 
the strikers to hold out against the re- 
gime of terror and starvation inaugur- 
ated by the gowers in conjunction with 
the state appaatus. All relief should be 
rushed to the United Relief Committee 
at 2736 Lawrence Street, Denver, Colo. 



larlty which the latter's policy of peace 
must arouse among the world's workers, 
it remains a fact that the broad masses 
of the workers have not yet been made 
to realize the acuteness of the danger 
and, what Is more, the Communist move- 
ment has not succeeded in mobilizing 
them for action to counter the plans of 
imperialism. 

3. Although thousands of workers 
have joined our party in the recent per- 
iod, particularly since the unfolding of 
the crisis, they have not only represent- 
ed a small percentage of the gains made 
possible by the whole situation, but in 
addition, the inner life of the party has 
been of such a nature that it has caused, 
according to the official reports of the 
Central Committee, a 100 percent turn- 
over in the membership, that is, an an- 
nulment of the organizational gains made 
throughout this period. This situation 
becomes ever more serious when it is 
contrasted with the growth which the 
Socialist party has been able to register 
in the same period. 

The Left Opposition an inseparable 
part of the Communist movement, can- 
not permit itself to pass over these tacts 
without candidly expressing its views to 
the party. We consider this all the more 
necessary in face of the fact that nego- 
tiations have just been undertaken be- 
tween party representatives and repre- 
sentatives of the Lovestone Right wing 
looking towards the reintegration of the 
latter into the party. The antagonism 
which these negotiations have aroused 
among the party members is an addi- 
tional indication that the burning pro. 
blem of the unity of the Communist party 
cannot be solved in this manner. It is 
in the Interest of a genuine solution of 
this problem, rendered more urgent by 
the events to which we refer, that we 
address ourselves once more to the Cen- 
tral Committee and the membership of 
our party. 

The unity of the party can be achieved 
only in the open. Any attempt to realize 
it by secret negotiations behind the 
scenes not only brings confusion and un- 
easiness into the ranks ot the party, but 
creates the danger of dealings of an 
unprincipled nature which wipe out the 
linos of demarcation and make harder 
the achievement of that clariflcation 
which must be a part of any movement 
for unity. The object of any negotiations 
must be made plain and visible from 
the very outset. They must be conducted 
before the eye3 of the whole party. This 
method Is the main guarantee against 
painful surprises, demoralization and 
unprincipled solutions. 

It Is this method we support in our 
present proposal that the party imme- 
diately take up the question of re-admit- 
ting into its ranks the members of the 
Left Opposition. 

We, of the Left Opposition have 
no desire to conceal the fact that 
we do not share the views upon which 
the present line of the party is based. 
We could declare that we abandon our 
standpoint only by deceiving the party 
and ourselves. Our views relate to 
fundamental questions of Communist 
principle, of Communist strategy and 
tactics, and we stand now as before on 
the basis of the teachings of Marx and 
Lenin. In spite of the differences of 
opinion existing between us and the 
present course of the party, we are con- 
vinced that the best, most profitable way 
of settling these differences and re-es- 
tablishing Bolshevik discipline on the 
basis of the prevailing opinion, is not 
outside the ranks of the party, but in- 
side ot them, as loyal members of our 
Communist International. 

In all the attempts we have made since 
our expulsion to work by the side and 
in support of the party, in all our public 
agitation and activity, we have never 
attached any conditions to our collabora- 
tion and support. In, the struggle, in the 
trade unions, in strikes, in the united 
front conferences of the party, in the 
international Labor Defense, etc., etc., 
we have merely asked for the opportun- 
ity to work as Communists side, by side 
with the other Communist workers, 
posing no conditions and asking for no 
spcoial consideration or privileges. In 
putting before the party now our request 
for its unification by the re-admission of 
the members of the Left Opposition, we 
again put no conditions whatsoever. We 
stand for the unconditional defense of 
the Soviet Union, the workers' father- 
land, the test for every revolutionist, 
especially now when the danger of inter- 
vention and counter-revolution Is becom- 
ing more acute. We stand for the un- 
conditional support of our party, which 
we built and defended in the past and 
are ready to build and defend in the 
future. These paramount questions take 
precedence with us and determine our 
(Continued on page 4) 
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DON'T FORGET THE PICNIC 

The Place: Tibbetts Brook Park— Take 
Lexington Ave. Subway I. R. T. — 
Wood lawn- Jerome to last stop, 
Wood lawn. From there one can 
take a trolley to the Park. Com- 
rades will meet at the Woodlawn 
station at 10:00 A. M. Plot 8. 
Time: Sunday, May" 29th from 10:00 
A. M. till dusk. 
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LETTERS FROM THE MILITANTS 



NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Have you ever witnessed an election 
conference of a labor political organiza- 
tion consisting of 655 delegates represent- 
ing 300 organizations, that endorses un- 
animously every proposition and a poli- 
tical platform put before them without 
even a semblance of discussion? This is 
precisely what happened at the New York 
Communist Election Conference held last 
Sunday at Manhattan Lyceum. Wbether 
the magic personality of the great Amter 
and his wonderful oratorial talent^ held 
them spellbound, or whether the present 
leadership of the Stalinist school has 
found the secret of writing a political 
platform with such precision and crystal 
clarity that it is enough to hear it read 
to become convinced, 1 do not know. 
Still there are some sceptics in this sin- 
ful world who don't believe It possible 
and who venture to say that this fact 
only demonstrates what Stalinism has 
done to the movement. It either para- 
lysed the minds of the delegates and 
made them incapable of thinking or else 
terroized some of them to such an extent 
that they did not dare to question any. 
thing. 

The above occurrence would have been 
Impossible under Leninist leadership. A 
whole day, perhaps, would have been 
wasted and paper, ink, labor, spent just 
to discuss, write and correct resolu- 
tions and propositions that would have 
come from the delegates. But not under 
the efficient and impeccable leadership 
of the Stalin crew. 

The conference started with the usual 
steam roller mode ot procedure carried 
out so that it would have made a Ilill- 
man, a Schlesinger or even a Kaufman 
blush. And it was made in sjieh a cross 
manner that even a nitwit could see 
through all the machinations. 

The Daily Worker Informs us that the 
comrade who opened the meeting was 
Stevens, District Election Campaign 
Manager. After delivering a brieE ora- 
tion, he turned the chair over to comrade 
Steuben, read off the names of a comit- 
tee and of the presidium. Before he was 
even through reading off the names, they 
already appeared on the platform (The 
Daily Worker writes that the presidium 
was elected— well, that is the strange 
way it was elected). The appointed 
chairman announced that the presidium 
would retired to work out an order of 
business. And here we realized what 
wonders the Stalinist bureaucracy is 
capable of. (Houdini had nothing on 
them). Not more than five minutes ex. 
pired after the presidium had retired 
when they reappeared on the platform 
with an order, of business and more than 
that, with full slates for a credentials 
and for a resolution committee. One of 
the delegates, representing the Work- 
men's Circle, objected to this mode of 
procedure and moved to proceed with 
nominations and elections from the floor. 
The steering committee soon got busy 
and everything was well $gain. The 
chairman explained that all this was done 
to expedite matters. 

Now a treat was kiven the delegates. 
In short talk of about an hour and a 
half, the recently celebrated Amter ex- 
plained the C. P. platform for the com- 
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tionary workers. That is why they "were 
so afraid to seat the delegate of the Left 
Opposition. 

—A DELEGATE FROM THE 
WORKMEN'S CIRCLE. 



MILITANT BUILDERS 

Our Militant builders are still hot foot 
after the prizes we offered for the high- 
est standing for the final month of the 
drive and for the period of the entire 
campaign. No one has qualified yet for 
the prizes offered for the final month of 
the drive. But several comrades are 
moving up on these prizes and we feel 
sure that by next week when the drive 
closes several will have gone by the 
board. This is as it should be. We will 
be happy to see more of them go, too. 
Comrade Iledlund has been displaced 
from his leading position by comrade 
Sacharow of Chicago. Will comrade 
Hedlund fight back? Will the other com. 
rades permit them to make it a personal 
contest or will they have something to 
say? 

In the list below we put the figures 
for the final month of the drive in par- 
entheses and they are quoted in dollars. 
The other figures are subs for the en- 
tire campaign which began in March. 

R. Sacharow {11 1-21—10; L. Nagy 
(7 1-41—8; C. R. Hediund <6)— 11; 
V. R. Dunne (6)— 9; J. Weber (5)— 2; 
G. Duel! (5)— M. Lilly (5)— L. Rose- 
land (4 1-2)— 6; J, Sifakis (4)— 2; L. 
Gleisser (4)— 2; M. Koehicr (3-4)— 5; 
M. Dunne (31—8; C. Forsen (2 1-2)— 3; 
A. Buehler (2) — 2; M. Rosen (2) 
—2; O. Coover (2)— 3; A. Ehrlich 
(2) — 1; S. Frank (1 1-2)— 2; L. Basky 
(1 1-21—5; T. Vaszily (1)— 1; R. Ruskin 
(1) — 2; W. Curran (1)— 2; S. Zalaman- 
off (1)— 1; P. Carlson (1] — 1; C. Cowl 
(1) — 5; P. Schulman (1)— 1; F. Barach 
(1)-^; C. Johnson (1) — 2; S. Lessin 
(D— 2; B. Houman (1) ; S. fiendelman 
(1) ; N. Bernian (1) ; G. R. Herman (1) ; 
H. Ross (11; H. Milton (1-2) — 1; T 
Drobny (1-21—1; J. Carr (1-41—3; C. 
Skoglund— 3; F. Cheloff — 2; G. Ray— 2; 
M. Gottlieb— 1; M. Koehler — 1; W. 
Wynne— 1; J. Cartel — 1; II. Capelis— 1; 
W. Herman — 1 ; A. Swabeck — 1 ; A. Glot- 
zer— 1; I,. Logan— 1; A. Kaldis— 1 ; M. 
Sterling— 1. 



ing election campaign, which will, 
cording to him, be epochmaking for the 
Communist movement in the U. S. The 
speaker wound up with the very "rev- 
olutionary" slogan of a Workers' and 
Peasants' —pardon — Farmers' Govern- 
ment for the U. S. A. 

The resolutions committee followed 
with its report. It read a resolution in 
imperialist war and did riot forget to 
warn everybody to be on guard against 
the internal enemies — the Trotskyites 
and the Lovestoneites (a violation in the 
orthodox Stalinist liturgy was noticeable 
—the Trotskyites were not dubbed this 
time: the "vanguard of the counter-rev- 
olutionary bourgeoisie"). 

The chairman then opened the floor for 
discussion, but none of the delegates 
. seemed to care to speak. The chairman 
had to appeal to someone to break the 
ice. One of (he functionaries of the 
I.'niled Front Committee in the needle 
trades took the floor finally and deliver- 
ed a harangue against capitalism and 
the social Fascists. Then the stampede 
of the parrots began. Not a single dele- 
gate had any criticism whatsoever to 
make on the platform while the present 
writer remained there. 

After I ieft, I met some of toe dele- 
gates, members of the party, and they 
boasted that only - one delegate, repre- 
senting the Communist League of Amer- 
ica (Opposition) was not seated. When 
asked how they explain the faet that the 
same credentials committee seated dele- 
gates from such manifestly Fascist and 
social Fascist organizations as the A. F. 
of L. and the Workmen's Circle and 
refused to seat a representative of a 
Communist organization, some of them 
admitted that they cannot understand 
that afld that if somebody from among 
the delegates had objected to the recom- 
mendation of the credentials committee, 
they surely would have supported him. 
In reply to the question why he doesn't 
take the floor, one of the delegates said 
"A person has got to be crazy or a 
martyr. Besides I don't wont to serve as 
a target for the bureaucrats. I would 
also like to see how far this 'self-critic- 
ism' will lead". 

The bureaucrats must have heaved a 
sigh of relief at the end of the conference. 
But their worries are not over. Lacking 
conlldence in themselves," already prepar- 
ing to repudiate what they so ardently 
preach today in the avalanche of "self- 
criticism" that will surely follow after 
the election campaign, feeling the ground 
shaky under their feet, they are ever ob- 
sessed fith fear o£ somebody or some- 
thing. But they dread no one more than 
the Left Opposition. Despite the dam of 
slander and calumny built up by the 
Stalinites, the stream of the ideas of the 
Opposition appears to be leaking through 
and influencing the minds of the revolu- 
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Situation in Pocket book Makers' Union 



NEW YORK, ATTENTION! 
All Comrades Out to the Picnic Sunday 

Come and bring your friends to cele- 
brate the release of our class war prison- 
ers, comrades Morgenstern and Goodman 
of Philadelphia. The two comrades will 
be on hand and tell of their prison ex- 
periences. Refreshments will be served, 
a good time is assured to all. 

Look for directions, how to get to the 
Picnic grounds at Tibbetts Brook Park, 
elsewhere in The Militant. 



The present situation in the New York 
Pocketbook Workers Union is deplorable. 
The Socialist party fakers of last year's 
administration forced an agreement on 
the workers which >up to-date has result- 
ed in wage-cuts, and the reorganization 
of the workers, despite the fact the 
workers voted against it. As a result 
the union remains today, a few days be- 
fore the expiration of the agreement, in 
a most desperate condition, due to the 
fact that our administration allowed tile 
employers not to live up to the rotten 
agreement made last year. 

About two weeks ago our manager an- 
nounced in the press that a conference 
was held with the manufacturers in or- 
der to review the agreement which ex- 
pires June 1st. At this conference the 
manufacturers demanded the following 
of the union: (1) a reduction in the 
wage scale of 30 and 35 per cent; (2) 
the introduction of the piece work sys- 
tem; (3) to do away with the unemploy- 
ment insurance fund; (4) readjustments 
a la Hillman on the top of reorganiza- 
tion and what not. The writer of this 
article pointed out in The Militant of 
March 26 that the employers rejected an 
offer of the union of ten per cent wage 
cuts because they knew they could get 
from our "Fraternal Club" administra- 
tion a 30 per cent wage cut a few months 
later. 

On Thursday, May 12, a membership 
meeting took place at Stuyvesant High 
School. Our manager outlined the de- 
mands of the employers to the union. 
The meeting was a very stormy one. The 
workers not only rejected the demand of 
the employers, but it was decided that 
the union should demand: (1) a 40 hour, 
five day week, which is necessary in order 
to relieve somewhat the unemployment 
situation in the industry; (2) no reor- 
ganisation clause in the new agreement; 
(3) that the bosses contribute to the un- 
employment insurance fund. The union 
should also mobilize the workers for a 
strike if the employers do not grant our 
just demands. 

At the same meeting the "Fraternal 
Club" administration introduced a reso- 
lution to express full confidence in the 
conference committee. When the resolu- 
tion was taken to a vote the administra- 
tion received 273 votes, 261 voted against. 
The administration won by a small maj- 
ority of twelve votes. Our manager Lub- 
liner then made a speech and said that 
with a small majority of twelve votes 
he and the conference committee cannot 
negotiate a new agreement with the em- 
ployers. He challenged the rank and file 
of the union to elect a new conference 
committee. One of the Left wingers, 
made a motion that a committee of 15 
rank and file workers should be elected 
as a conference committee. This motion 
was passed by the members. Nominations 
took place for s-uch a committee and 
not one of the other groups accepted tot 



it. The Lefts nominated ten ot their 
group. It was decided to call another 
meeting for Tuesday, May 17 to continue 
the nomination and election of a confer- 
ence committee. 

On Tuesday, May 17, a meeting took 
place at Stuyvesant High School. At 
the meeting everybody could see that 
the administration had changed their 
mind that they were determined not to 
allow a new conference committee to 
be elected. They maneuvered, and I1U- 
bustured as they always do. When the 
vote was taken the administration won 
with a small majority of twenty votes. 
Then our "democratic" chairman of th? 
union who is a leading spirit in the 
"Fraternal Club" made a violent speech 
against the Left wing of the union. He 
refused to give the floor to others who 
opposed the administration. When our 
chairman introduced the manager to 
speak on the question of giving a vote 
of confidence to the old conference com- 
mittee, the membership did not want to 
hear him. They demanded that others 
should speak first, and that the manager 
should be the last speaker. The chair- 
man refused to recognize others. At the 
same time one of their gang started a 
fight, the mass of people ran to defend 
the workers from being beaten up. The 
lights were turned out several times 
which nearly resulted in a free for all. 
When order was finally restored owr 
manager made a provocative speech 
against the Lefts. 

Brother Black, an active member of 
the Joint Council then made a state- 
ment to the effect that he was threatened 
by one of the strong arm gang to leave 
the meeting hall. He accused the man- 
ager and one of his henchmen of respon- 
sibility for the threat. Another leading 
"Fraternal Club" member got up and 
also made a statement that brother Dick, 
who threatened Black, is one of the "re- 
gular fellows, you know" ; therefore, he 
is not responsible for his actions. 

The last two meetings of the Pocket- 
book Workers Union have proved first, 
that our corrupted administration is 
preparing to force on the workers a 
treacherous agreement with more wage 
cuts, reorganizations and readjustments, 
second, the administration is bulldozing 
and terrorizing active workers with 
strong arm gangs like in the good all 
days of Wolinsky, SbiplacofC and Co. 
The rank and file committee must be 
on guard and resist every effort of the 
employers and the misleaders to force a 
sell-out. 

It is not too late for all groups to get 
together and unite against their enemies 
the employers and the "Fraternal Club" 
administration who are agents of the 
bosses. Only through militant leader- 
ship under the control of the rank and 



The bosses have tried every imagin- 
able remedy for the crisis. To no avail. 
Now they hope to find a lever to raise 
their profits by lowering taxes. The 
campaign to iower taxes haa swept the 
bourgeois world like wildfire. Through 
every avenue at their command the cap- 
italists and the landlords are clamoring 
for economy in government. They want 
"cheap government" and the support of 
the working class to force a curtailment 
of expenses. 

Chicago and the other leading cities 
are bankrupt, the national government 
is running in red at the rate of seven 
million a day. Congress is struggling to 
make a two and a half billion income 
meet a four and two-thirds billion ex- 
pense for 1932. The capitalists say the 
government bureaucracy is excessive and 
the increase of the cost of government 
has kept far ahead of the increase of 
wealth. However a comparison of value 
produced in America with other indus- 
trial countries and the taxe s paid will 
show that the British, German and other 
capitalists pay far in excess the taxes 
the American capitalists pay. 

The cost of the American government, 
city, state and national, amounts to 
twelve billion a year and the total in- 
debtedness of the government is thirty bil- 
lion with the Federal government hold- 
ing s ixteen billion of this debt. All sec- 
tions o£ the capitalists are hit by the 
deepening crisis and each section is try- 
ing to shift the burden to the other sec- 
tions and all are trying to shift the 
burden to the workers. As far as the 
crisig is concerned, the capitalists are 
constantly shifting the burden (unem- 
ployment, wage-cuts) to the workers 
but their attempt to shift the tax burden 
to file workers will not succeed. Each 
section of capitalist robbers in attempt- 
ing to shift the tax burden to the other 
sections of their clas s is endeavoring to 
line up the workers on their side. 

The recent attempt to put through the 
sales tax in the form presented to the 
House of Representatives was an at- 
tempt to shift the tax burden to the 
petty bourgeoisie. The small capitalist 
was able to rally sufficient forces to 
throw the bill back and now they are 
fighting to see who will pay the increased 
taxes. The different sections of capital- 
ism are well represented in the lobby and 
behind the politicians' closed doors. The 
curtailment of production and the fall- 
ing off of the capitalist incomes has re- 
duced the income tax, forcing the boss- 
es' office boys in Washington to find an- 
other way out. 

The first year of the crisis showed a 
fair return from income tax but the pre- 
sent year tells another story. In 1930 
the forty-five million gainfully employed 
(workers and capitalists, etc.) li s ted 
2,411,000 million liable to income tax. 
This small number paid two-thirds of the 
1930 Federal government expenses. When 
the profits were rolling in the capitalists 
paying the tax bill did not object so 
loudly, but now we hear a different tale. 
In this struggle to hold up profits each 
section of the capitalists wants the other 
section to pay the tax, yet each section 
wants to dictate to the political office 
boys, what to do. The financiers desire 
to push the burden on the shoulders of 
the industrialists and the industrialists 
would like to place the taxe s on the land- 
lords, who all hope to shift it to the 
small capitalist. 

All the capitalists would like to shift 
it to the workers but are unsuccessful 
in this task, »t least they desire to rally 
the workers behind them in an attempt 
fo correct their office boys' "excess 
spending". When the capitalist robbers 
fight each other they want us to help 
them. We workers would be more than 
foolish to help one section of the capital- 
ist robbers against another section on 
the Que s tion of war, taxes or any other 
struggle. The capitalist robbers as a 
whole rob the workers and the robbers' 
division of the spoils is not our problem. 
Rather, our problem is to expropriate 
the expropriators. 

Many workers will say, "I do pay tax- 



es and will enter the campaign to re- 
duce the cost these political crooks are 
piling upon our shoulders." We did not 
say that workers do not pay taxes. We 
say the workers have no interest in help- 
ing the bosses cheapen their government. 
What the workers pay as taxes is only 
a small part of the funds collected for 
taxes. It is not the task of the workers 
and our party to fight for "cheaper gov- 
ernment". The tax question enters in 
our problems, in the class struggle, as an 
auxiliary problem on which we will 
speak later. For the sake of argument, 
suppose all the taxes were shifted to 
the workers, on our cost of living. The 
capitalist economists tell us that taxes 
amount to ten per cent of the cost of 
living? What if we would help the bosses 
reduces this to five per cent of the cost of 
living. The fall of the cost of living by 
five per cent would be a signal for the 
bosses to reduce wages from ten per 
cent upwards. Wages always fall faster 
than the cost of living and always rise 
slower that the cost of living and wages 
only rise, no matter how the cost of 
living goes up, providing our class fights 
for more real wages. 

It is futile to point our main class 
guns at the point of consumption, at the 
cost of living, etc. Our main struggle 
must be at the point of production. The 
tax question enters into the struggle as 
an auxiliary problem. However, no en- 
emy is defeated by concentrating forces 
in auxiliary struggles. We participate 
in elections but do not advocate parlia- 
mentary action like the Second Interna- 
tional. It is only an auxiliary for our 
class struggle. The tax question under 
special consideration must also be on 
our agenda depending upon conditions. 
Inflation, price rise and taxes are used 
by the bosses at certain times to reduce 
the standard of living by indirect wage 
cuts. 

We must be prepared for such moves, 
but the present campaign to reduce ex- 
penses of government is aimed at some- 
thing far more important for the capital- 
ist class. Even when we have inflation, 
rise in prices or tax shifting in sections 
we do not aim our class guns at the 
point of consumption to remedy this pro- 
blem. We strike at the more vital points 
in the capitalist defense. 

We workers are robbed as producers, 
robbed of the surplus labor, of the sur- 
plus value which the capitalist divide 
among themselves as; profits, rent, inter- 
est and to pay their, office boys' (govern- 
ment) and for the gangster racketeers 
who rob the robbers. 

One aim of the present tax campaign 
is to reduce the bureaucracy. The im- 
perialists need a more "efficient appar- 
atus". There are too many small office 
hoys repeating like parrots the fable 
that "we" must keep out of Asia and 
Europe and stay in our own back yard. 
American Imperialism has no choice. It 
must move out into deeper waters or go 
under. 

The crisis has forced the American im- 



perialists to retrench in order to produce 
cheaper commodities to enable her to 
defeat the competitors on the world mar- 
ket. For the last three years an intense 
retrenchment through discharge and 
speed up of the remaining workers has 
been the result. Now the third year finds 
the capitalist class endeavoring to cut 
down in other fields. Their office boys 
are due for a cut too. The campaign 
against the workers will not decrease by 
this move. On the contrary, (he cam- 
paign against the workers takes on new 
forms and more intense forms. The 
cheapening of the government is only 
another way of saying — cut the workers 
wages. Contracts for City, State, and Gov- 
ernment jobs ride roughshod over the 
"union wages and union hours." The 
workers must help cheapen the govern- 
ment! Join the campaign and take a 
wage cut? The Federal employes just 
had a cut. 

The Socialists are out for a cheap 
government and in Milwaukee they have 
proven their ability. They have proven 
to the capitalist they can be a cheaper 
office boy than those of the undisguised 
capitalist parties. The capitalists are 
cheapening their government and increas- 
ing the means of suppression of the 
working class. Are we to help the cap- 
italists make a cheap government to sup- 
press the workers? Smash strikes by a 
cheap government? Deport the foreign 
born at less cost? Legally lynch the 
Negro in a more economical way. Give 
the workers and Communists, bullets in- 
stead of bread, it is all "cheaper". Such 
is the campaign for cheap government. 
Would a sane worker take part in such 
a game? 

Each year the government spends over 
a billion dollars to pay interest and re- 
tire debts from the last war and each 
year they spend about a billion dollars 
to prepare for the next war. A billion 
for the last war and a billion for the 
coming war each year. Do they mean 
cheaper government in this sense? Of 
course not. The capitalists have no in- 
tention of reducing military expenses. 
They tell us government expenses must 
come down but we know the capitalists 
system is built upon waste. The capital- 
ist mode of production is so organized 
that billions of dollars worth of the nec- 
essities of life are destroyed each year 
while millions go without necessities. 

Capitalism in America has a tremen- 
dous surplus means of production and 
consumable articles and when pressed in 
war of struggle can turn over in taxes to 
their government ten times the amount 
they are turning over now and still make 
big profits. It is not a question of scarc- 
ity of material wealth the capitalists 
speak of, it is a question of reorgan- 
izing and preparing the minds of the 
workers to the song that they cannot add 
another penny to taxes. Why do they 
want the workers to think they cannot 
add to taxes? Why do they say taxes 
must be reduced or they will go bank- 
rupt when some European capitalist are 
paying ten times as much? Because 
millions are starving and millions are 
moving for struggle for immediate relief 
and unemployment insurance. 

—ill. O. 



Statement of Greek Comrades on «Empros» 



To the Greek Party members 
and sympathizers: 

Last August the editor and business 
manager of the Empros were arrested 
and charged with spreading false rum- 
ors -against the Athens Trust Co. of New 
York City. 

The hearings at the Magistrate's Court 
lasted for"whole weeks and the minutes 
of the court were printed in the Empros. 

The Magistrate's court ended the hear- 
ing last fall and ordered the transfer ot 
the trial to the Special Sessions Court 
where a few weeks ago the trial began. 
We learn now thaf the charges were dis- 
missed. 

The Empros of April 30th mentioned 
in an obscure corner that the trial was 
ended without any appreciable explana- 
tions. 

This case represents a great victory 
for the Empros and for the entire Com- 



Finish the Press Drive with Donations I 

As this issue reaches our readers the I on after the drive is 



This is due to the fact that we go to 
press in the middle of the week before 
all the records are at hand. What in- 
formation we have shows that the drive 
picked up last week. The quotas and 
press drive officially will be over. Our 
records, however, will be behind a little, 
results show that. 



Quotas 

New York $ 325 

Minneapolis 200 

Chicago 100 

Toronto 70 

Cleveland 40 

Duluth 10 

Philadelphia 40 

Boston 40 

Newark 35 

Kansas City 30 

St. Louis 25 

Los Angeles 20 

Youngstown 10 

New Haven 10 

Montreal 10 

Springfield, 111. . . 10 

W. Frankfort, 111.. 10 

Pittsburgh 40 

Trenton 10 

Miscellaneous 



Results 

? 80.25 
40 
44.70 



2 

7.25 

2.00 



5.25 



10.50 



Total $ 1,000 $ 211.95 



This is a considerable increase over 

last week's total. Very encouraging is 

the result of the house party held in 

file can the pocketbook workers come out ] Chicago for the benefit of our press. 

More than thirty dollars were raised in 
donations and subs. Youngstown also 
increased lte total and promised to carry 



victorious over the employers and their 
misleaders. 

— N. DAVIS. 



over. Newark like- 
wise increased its total. 

But the point is that we are still a 
long way from our goal. As we see it 
the only way to reach it now is to get 
donations. Subs will help. But that 
alone will be insufficient. As *iis final 
contribution to the press drive let every 
comrade and sympathizer send In a 
donation. Let the amount be whatever 
he can afford. 

On this last week-end, let us give a 
concrete expression of our support of 
our press, which is striving so determin- 
edly against such heavy odds to fulfill 
its historic mission. Let us make a col- 
lective pledge that the press of the Am- 
erican section of the International Left 
Opposition, the voice, in this country, of 
the revolutionary internationalism of 
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky will 
continue to appear regularly. 
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munist movement of America against the 
capitalists who always try to frame up 
working ciass organs, organizations and 
individual comg-ades. And we believe 
the Greek Stalinist bureaucrats agree 
with us in this point: If so why the sil- 
ence about this matter. 

The comrades ought to demand from 
the bureaucrats to announce to the Greek 
workers and to the working class of 
America at large this great victory of our 
organ the Empros against the Athens 
Trust Co. 

This victory of ours should be hailed 
in heavy type and the case should be re. 
viewed in every detail in order to edu- 
cate the workers on the role that the 
banks play In this rotten capitalist sys- 
tem. This is a duty that must be per- 
formed immediately. 

After a half-hearted retreat by the 
bureaucrats on the question ot the Greek 
newspapers, we see in the Empros of 
May 7th that the Atlantis is leading all 
the other lackeys of capitalism m their 
role of exploiting the Greek workers, in 
full accord with the National Herald. 
This very thing we expressed in the col- 
umns of Communistes and we were ac. 
cused of supporting the National Herald 
because we attacked the one sidedness 
of the bureaucrats. The correctness of 
our views in this specific question is 
proven to every comrade who has heard 
both views calmly. 

In Greece, the party members demand 
a united front with the Archlo-Marxists, 
the Greek Left Oppositionists, in order 
to fight effectively against the attacks 
or the Greek bourgeois government, but 
the bureaucrats still obstruct the applica- 
tion of this united front with all the 
means at their disposal. The Greek 
party members observe the militant rev- 
olutionary activities of the Archio-Marx- 
Ists in their every day life and are con. 
vmced that their differences with the 
oppositionists are only ideological and 
therefore demand from the bureaucrats 
to consider them as ideological oppon- 
ents and not as enemies. 

The same procedure, we are sure will 
take place here once you will force the 
Stahmst bureaucrats to give you an ac- 
count of their Irresponsible activities, 
and force them to undertake a discus- 
sion of theoretical questions. 

Slanders and calumnies against ideo- 
logical opponents serve only our enemies. 
Every sincere worker revolutionist will 
demand a free discussion of the disputes 
between the Left Opposition and the 
Stalinists. That is the only way to 
clear the ground for united Communist 
action. 

—EDITORIAL BOARD 
OF COMMUNISTFS 
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IN THE INTERNATIONAL OF LABOR 

Heriews and News of the Working Class and Revolutionary Movements 

The Half - Turn in the German Party 



Although the special edition of the 
Bote Fatme of Monday, April 25, 1932 
confined itself merely to publishing Sun- 
day's election results, and similarly tlie 
Tuesday number of the R. F. also re- 
corded in a leading article only the bare 
results without commenting on their 
meaning, tlie official Communist press has 
received the task of setting down the un- 
pleasant, the defeats and their scope. 
This has been done in the "Welt am 
Abend" of April 15 which we cite in 
the following: 

"If we compare yesterday's Landtag 
elections in Prussia with the last Landtag 
elections in 1928, it appears that the 
Communists have won nearly 600,000 
votes. The Social Democrats have lost 
approximately 800,000 votes while the 
Socialist Labor Party (the S. A. P.) 
could scrape painfully together about 
80,000 votes (and not one mandate). The 
bourgeois parties from the State Party 
to the German Peoples' Party are nearly 
wiped out. The German Nationalists 
have suffered the loss of more than hall 
their votes, over 1 1-2 millions; yet it 
is clear that they have emerged from 
their retrograde movement. The Centrists 
won around half a million votes. The 
National Socialists have gathered prac- 
tically their entire mass following in the 
period since 1928- as the comparison in. 
dicatee. They have become by far the 
strongest party. 

"If we compere yesterday's Landtag 
elections with the last parliamentary 
elections (of Sept. 1930) the picture ap- 
pears even more unfavorable for the 
workers' movement. The Communists 
lost more than 300,000 votes. So also 
did the Social Democrats. These more 
than 600,000 Communist and social dem- 
ocratic votes must have gone principal- 
ly to the Nazis. Let this be clearly 
stated not to discourage but to spur on 
to sharpest struggle against the visible 
danger. Since the parliamentary elec- 
tions the Centrists have won more than 
300,000 votes, mainly from bourgeois-lib. 
eral circles. The ec-callsd borgeois part 
ies of the middle as well as those of 
the right are in a dying state as devel- 
opments since Sept. 193O indicate even 
more strikingly than before. The Ger 
man Nationalists have lost a total of 
400,000 votes while they had previously 
already lost more than one million votes. 
Finally the National Socialists have 
doubled their vote since the last parlia- 
mentary elections. 

"If, finally, we compare the results 
or tie Prussian Landtag elections with 
those of the presidential election — a com- 
parison which must be made with cau- 
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"The results of the Prussian Landtag 
election permit clear recognition of the 
peculiar situation in which Germany now 
finds itself, and how in the face of the 
extremely sharp industrial crisis the 
Social Democrats have succeeded in 
drawing away the attention of the masses 
from direct open struggle against capital- 
ism and directing it to the peace of Ver- 
sailles, the national yoke weighing down 
Germany and using this for the stVeng- 
tiiening of their dictatorship. Herein 
is the peculiarity of present political 
developments in Germany as clearly in- 
dicated in the last elections." (From 
I'ravda— the Editor). 

The portrayal of the situation is cor- 
rect. Only we permit ourselves to point 
out that the diverting action of the Ger- 
man bourgeoisie was assisted by the "na- 
tional and social liberation program" of 
the K. P. D. for which the E. C. C. I. is 
also answerable. It would be correct 
now, since the consequences are ready 
to one's hand to grasp, to finally wind 
up this "liberation-program" Wide of 
the mark! After Pravda records fur- 
ther on what the K. P. D. did not al- 
together %nderstand" how to carry 
oirt, it recommends: 

"The Communist Party will draw the 
conclusion from this election that with 
all its power it must improve its work 
for mass struggle against the capitalist 
offensive, against the fascist assaults, 
for the unfolding of its program of so- 
cial and national liberation of the Ger- 
man people." 

One need not be surprised if the catas- 
trophic policy become even more coarse, 
as in the following paragraph which the 
U. F. actually underscores heavily shows ! 

"There is no occasion to believe that 
the present retardation of the growth of 
the revolutionary forces of the German 
proletariat will . last very long. The 
whole situation shows that a new turn 
of the broad masses to the Communist 
Party is possible very quickly. The 
Communists must summon forth all their 
power to hasten this turn." (Prom 
Pravda ) . 

So : not the Party but rather the mass- 
es must make a turn ! ! ! The sole logic 
that comes forth from such comprehen- 
sion, sinee accordingly the K. P. D. 
should hold fact to its previous "line' 
But the height of confusion is reached 
by the Pravda in the following lines: 

"Further the danger becomes stronger 
that the German fascists will seek to 
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write: 

"The main thing now is to assemble 
all the class forces of the proletariat and 
the working masses in the red united 
front and again go into an offensive 
against the capitalist dictatorship and 
defeat Fascism". 

"We publish today at the head of our 
newspaper the appeal of the C. C. and 
the R. G. O.-Committee in which the 
party and the R. G. O. express their 
willingness to Join with alt lower union 
functionaries and shop-committee-mem. 
bers, with all organizations which wish 
to fight honestly against reduction in 
wages, to carry through common meas 
ures for the struggle for workers' de- 
mands in the shops. 

"While we are in sharpest struggle 
against the government of Braun-Sever- 
ing, against the policy of emergency 
measures dictatorship and their clearing 



the road for Hitler, we Communists stand 
,as mortal enemies of Hitler fascism. We 
will do everything with the help of pro- 
letarian class forces in order to block 

its way to government power, in order to 
break its terror and through a new red 
advance of the working class to give 
it a decisive blow". 

These are only the first steps on the 
way which the Left Opposition advocated 
for a long time. Until now we have only, 
words, only appeals. Real actions must 
follow. The K. P. D. must have a rev- 
olutionary prospective. It was defeated 
inly because it had none. The problems 
of the day must be posed concretely. "We 
must force on the social -democracy the 
bloc against fascism". This is the les- 
son from the Prussian election. 

We greet every step on the road to a 
Leninist united front policy and urge 
all party members to turn the half-meas- 
ures of the C. C. into complete ones. 
Party members demand that words and 
appeals be followed by real actions. 
— PKRMANENTE REVOLUTION. 



The Conference of the Spanish Opposition 



The National Conference of the Span- 
ish Left Opposition was recently held at 
Madrid. Comrades from all parts of the 
country were represented, reporting or- 
ganizational and ideological progress in 
every locality. Theses for future work 
were adopted and preparations made to 
expand the activities of the Spanish 
section of the Left Opposition. Among 
thesa, ihe hienawed publication of El 
Soviet, the weekly organ, is being plan- 
ned at Barcelona. A detailed report of 
the conference is forthcoming. The ar- 
ticle below is a message from comrade 
Andres Nin, one of the leaders of the 
Spanish Left Opposition. 



When, in June of last year, we came 
together as the followers of the Inter- 
national Left Opposition in Spain, we 
constituted not more than a small group 
of militants ready to fight enthusiastical- 
ly for the creation of a real Communist 



Trotsky and Brand I cr; or Lovestone and Principles 



becomes clear for the proletarian move- 
ment that the Communists have partially 
regained the great losses suffered in the 
second presidential election, although 
they did not reach the first presidential 
vote, let alone surpass it. 

'IWhat the heart of the political and 
Industrial life of Germany, Greater Ber- 
lin, decided in yesterday's elections. Is 
of decisive importance. In this connec- 
tion it must be set down that in Berlin 
also the Communists lost 90,000 votes 
since the parliamentary elections while 
the Social Democrats gained nearly 
60,000." 

Even the most malevolent buroerat 
would not suspect the "Welt am Abend" 
of "Trotskyist slanders". The facts re- 
vealed by the Prussian Landtag elections 
are really staggering. For instance, the 
Social Democrats have won back 00,000 
in Berlin since 1930, which means since 
the time of the sharpest emergency de- 
crees for which they are also fully re- 
sponsible, while the K. P. D. has lost 
90,000 votes. In Hamburg the party lost 
nearly 50,000 votes as compared with 
1931, the S. P. D. gained 12,000 votes. 
From first place in Berlin the Communist 
Party slid down to third. In the most 
important industrial centers we see a 
similar backsliding of Communist voters. 
Only In the South of Germany and es- 
pecially in agrarian Bavaria, did the 
Party show gains. The Nazis emerged 
from the elections as the most powerful 
party and their vote indicates that the 
Fascist tide is far from being stemmed. 

It should be clear now to every party 
comrade to what a pass the Party has 
been brought by the leadership of Thael- 
jnann-Remmele-Neumann. Through the 
events of the recent weeks and months 
the criticism of the Left Opposition has 
received vindication and confirmation 
such as could not possibly have been 
looked for so quickly and so extensively. 
The critical, decisive phase of the strug- 
gle is reached as we predicted in the 
last issue of the P. R. Within the Party 
the dissatisfaction of Its members has 
assumed such an extent and Character 
that the leadership is forced to a more 
or less radical turn. This turn stands 
on the order of the day. That this is 
clear to the C. C. is indicated by the 
appeal of the C. C. and the R. G. O. "to 
all German workers" published on the 
first page of the R. F. of April 26th. 

The turn stands on the order of the 
day, yes, it is already in process. The 
most important thing is however, what 
changes is the Party capable of bringing 
about! Never before has a political ac- 
tion of such significance to the Party as 
well as to the Comintern, been taken 
without a clear statement by the E. C. 
C. I. as to its position. Such a state- 
ment has not appeared altho the R. F. 
of April 27th published a leading editor- 
ial from the Pravda which must be 



quick, open dictatorship. In the strug- 
gle against the carrying through of 
Fascist dictatorship the Communist Party 
of Germany does cot identify indeed the 
National Socialists with the Social Dem- 
ocrats, although the latter as well as the 
former, even if with different methods, 
bring about Fascist dictatorship. The 
Communist Party makes use of those dif- 
ferences that exist between these two 
organizations of the bourgeoisie, even 
if their differences of opinion are small 
and do not spring from decisive differ- 
ences in nature." 

The line of the E. C. C. I.— a diver- 
gence of opinion with that of the Pravda 
is unthinkable— is therefore, the "na- 
tional and social liberation program" Is 
to stand fast and wait for a turn of 
the masses And, as the last citation 
informs us, the "Theory of social-Fasc- 
ism" is right, but in the struggle against 
the carrying through of the Fascist dic- 
tatorship one cannot consider as iden- 
tical social democrats and Nazis, al- 
though both bring about the Fascist dic- 
tatorship. Higher than this they cannot 
go! That a correct change is to be 
made by the E. C. C. I. need not be 
awaited going by the lead of the Pravda. 

The complete change that the situa- 
tion demands will be undertaken only 
under the pressure of the masses of 
party members. Under the pressure of 
events and party moods, the C. C. of the 
K. P. D. has already taken some steps, 
they, however, are only the initial ones, 
others must follow. 

In its appeal of April 26th the C. C. 
makes the statement: "We are ready to 
join for a common struggle with every 
organization of the workers that Is ac- 



Under the heading "That Gibraltar of 
Principle!", the current number of the 
Workers Age drops another stink-bomb 
in its recently revived campaign against 
"Trotskyism" in general and comrade 
Trotsky in particular. After a lengthy 
period of silence about the Opposition, 
the last half a dozen numbers of the 
Lovestone sheet have devoted not a few 
columns to an abrupt renewal of the 
campaign in which they must be acknow- 
ledged as specialists, as people trained 
for just that kind of activity. The 
reason for this "turn", which puzzled so 
many people for a while, has of course 
now become quite clear. The campaign 
coincided with the negotiations they 
were conducting for a return to the 
bosom of Stalinism, and was manifestly 
calculated to impress upon the party 
leaders the fact that, at least when it 
comes to calumniating the Left Opposi- 
tion and pegging mud at it, the Love- 
stoneites take second place behind no- 
body. With the zeal of a Lodovico be- 
fore the doubting Borgia — "Have I not 
stabbed men from behind? And poisoned 
water in the fountains! And mixed fatal 
drugs in wine-horns? Let me but try, 
excellent lord!" — our Lovestoneites have 
been engaged in proving their skill at 
the game of "anti-Trotskyism" to their 
prospective Comintern bosses. 

An Expert on "Principle" 

The latest Right wing effusion dealB 
with comrade Trotsky, the Brandlerites 
and principle. Lovestone is expert on 
all three matters, especially on the last- 
named, for few people in the Comintern 
have juggled more successfully with the 
word than he. In his latest piece, he 
sets about, in the interests of truth, to 
reveal that "nothing is more threadbare, 
nothing is more fraudulent than the man- 
tle of stern principle with which L. D. 
Trotsky loves to clothe himself! . . . 
What has happened to this unbending 
pillar of political rectitude? Even Stachel 
can learn from him in political trickery, 
unprincipledness and intrigue." 

The basis for this delicate piece of 
vilification is a number of "facts" which 
Lovestone presents in defense of Brandler 
and Co. to "prove" that Trotsky created 
a "legend" about them and attacked 
them only after he had failed to win 
them for his faction by offering them 
various bribes— promises to whitewash 
the Brandlerists for their conduct in tne 
German October (1923). Since the crea- 
tion of myths has played such a promin- 
ent part in the struggle to discredit and 
crush the Left Opposition, it is worth 
our while to expose this new myth. 

Lovestone, who knows better, now pre- 
tends that only "after the rejection of 
these overtures by Brandler, Trotsky 
made a right- about-face and began a 
venomous attack upon him and his pol- 
itical associates. It was at this time 
that he originated the notorious 'Octo- 
ber legend'." 

In other words, Lovestone, who is 
simply trying to present Trotsky as he, 
Lovestone, would have acted under the 
circumstances, accuses him of having 
invented his criticism of Brandler not 
on the basis of Brandler's actual position 
during the German events but only after 
Trotsky had failed to make a factional 
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"Comrade Trotsky, before leaving the 
session of tie Central Committee (at the 
September 1923 Plenum, that is, a month 
before the decisive October days in Ger- 
many. — S.), made a speech which greatly 
excited all the Central Committee mem- 
bers. He declared in this speech that 
the leadership of the German Commun- 
ist Party is worthless and the Central 
Committee of the German C. P. is alleged- 
ly permeated with fatalism and sleepy- 
headed ness, etc. Comrade Trotsky de- 
clared further that under these condi- 
tions the German revolution Is condemned 
to failure. This speech produced an 
astounding impression. ..." 

This citation alone would suffice to re- 
veal the shahbiness of the myth which 
Lovestone and Brandler are now trying 
to create. But there is more. Lovestone 
is quite well aware of the series of ar- 
ticles written by comrade Trotsky in 
1923, before the October days, in which 
he dealt with the problems of the im- 
pending German revolution. In them 
were already outlined those 'critical views 
which the policy of the Russian and 
German party leaders later justified with 
such disastrous results. Particularly 
was this true with regard to bis article, 
"Is It Possible to Fix the Date of the 
Insurrection?" which encountered the 
charge of Blanquism and general op- 
position not only from the Rights in the 
German and Russian parties, but even 
from the ultra-Leftists a la Maslov, who 
made virtually the same arguments ad- 
vanced by the Menshevik Martinov be- 
fore the December 1905 uprising in 
Moscow when the same question was 
posed by Lenin. 

Trotsky on Brandler 

Further: Lovestone asserts that In the 
January 1924 theses of Trotsky, Radek 
and Piatakov, "the course and conduct 
of hte Brandler Central Committee were 
thoroughly justified". Nothing of the 
sort is true or possible. Comrade Trot- 
sky's position after the capitulation In 
Germany was clearly established in his 
"The Lessons of October", which evoked" 
a rabid campaign against him, not so 
much because of his criticism of the Ger- 
man party leadership but primarily be- 
cause of his criticism of the Russian 
party leadership which was mainly re- 
sponsible for the calamity in October. 
The manner in which Trotsky "justified" 
(and "thoroughly", at that!) the Brand- 
ler group, is not the subject for Love- 
stonean "revelations" today, for public 
documents exist on the matter. Three 
years ago, in a letter to Souvarine which 
he made public, Trotsky wrote : 

"After the frightful collapse of the 
Gorman revolution of 1923, I gave Brand- 
ler a qualified protection ; I declared it 
undeserved to put him up as the scape- 
goat when the responsibility for the 
catastrophe in Germany lay with the 
Zinov lev- Stalin leadership of the Com- 
intern as a whole. I reached a negative 
estimation of Brandler only when I be- 
came convinced that he did not for a 
single moment want to, nor could he, 
learn from the great events. His retro- 
spective estimation of the German situa- 
tion of 1923 is quite similar to the crit- 
icism that the Mensheviks developed on 
the 1905 revolution in the years of the 
reaction." (April 25, 1929.) 

That there, was justification for this 
refusal, as far back as 1924, to make 
Brandler a scapegoat and the Insistence 
upon placing the responsibility where It 
belonged, was adequately revealed in 
1926 when Zinoviev made public a letter 
sent him and Bucharin by Stalin, in 
which the latter had urged in 1923 that 
the German Communists "be restrained 
and not spurred on" and that the Fasc- 
ists be allowed to come to power first! 

There is no doubt that Trotsky made 
an effort, in 1924, to persuade Brandler 
of the falsity of his position not only in 
the October days, when the revolution 
was there and Brandler failed to see it, 
but of his position after the defeat, when 
Brandler did "see it" after It had al- 
ready slipped Into the past. But this 
was known before Lovestone's "revela- 
tions", and known without his base in- 
terpretations. In a letter published by 
Trotsky, dated June 12, 1929, he relates 
(not for the first time) that he "did not 
come to this annihilating conclusion at 
one atroke. I had rather hoped that 



Brandler would learn. In the fall of 
1923, he understood his lack of capacity. 
He himself told me repeatedly that he 
was unable to find himself again in a 
revolutionary situation. Yet, after he 
had missed the situation, he became ex- 
ceedingly haughty. He began to accuse 
me of 'pessimism'. lie looked upon 1924 
with lots of 'optimism'. Then I under- 
stood that this man did not know how 
to distinguish the face of the revolution 
from its rear". 

Finally, Lovestone's assertion that in 
1026 Trotsky sought to make a Love- 
stonean horse-trade with Brandler where- 
by the latter's support to the Opposition 
Bloc was to be bought by an unprincipled 
white-washing of the Brandlerists — we 
can confidently brand as a lie which 
Lovestone cannot begin to prove by 
authentic material. 

Lovestone and Brandler 

But since Lovestone has made bold to 
speak lightly of "political trickery, un- 
principledness and intrigue" — that is, of 
qualities which have become so insepar- 
able from his own name to everybody 
who knows anything about the past of 
the party — it will not be amiss to inquire 
a little into Lovestone's relations to 
Brandler. 

The Lovestone who defends Brandler 
with such affecting ardor was for years 
in the vanguard of precisely that fac- 
tion in the International which (unlike 
Trotsky) did try to make Brandler and 
Thalheimer the solitary scapegoats for 
the October 1923 defeat. Was it not Love- 
stone (or was it Wolfe? Or Roy? No 
matter ! ) who denounced the "Trotsky- 
ists" for their "alliance" with Brand- 
lerism? Let us not merely make charges 
but quote from documents. In his "Pages 
from Party History", written on the eve 
of the 1929 party convention, Lovestone 
boasted : . 

"Our party has pursued an energetic 
policy in the struggle against Brandler 
and Thalheimer and other Right wingers 
and conciliators in the German party. In 
the Fifth Plenum of the Comintern, the 
comrades representing the viewpoint now 
held by the majority of the party were 
amongst the most aggressive in the 
struggle against Brandler, Thalheimer, 
Bubnik and the Trotskyist deviators 
from the Leninist line. . . " 

In his "Appeal to the Comintern", 
after his expulsion from the party, Love- 
stone fulminated indignantly against any 
charges of alliance with Brandler. On 
May 14, 1929, this Galahad of purity in 
principle, this St. George slaying the 
dragon of political trickery, this gentle 
St. Francis who abhors intrigue, wrote: 

"We do not believe that the Commun- 
ist International will be fooled by the 
fraudulent accusation (as we see, "fraud- 
ulent" is not a new term with Love- 
stone! — S) of Bedacht against comrades 
Gitlow, Lovestone, Wolfe, that they pro- 
posed to establish relations with Brand- 
ler and Thalheimer. The party records 
wiii Show that it was over the protests 
of both Bedaeht and Foster that the 
first resolution against Brandler and 
Thalheimer was adopted by the Amer- 
ican Political Committee. Furthermore 
it was Bedacht who proposed in Moscow 
to comrades Gitlow, Lovestone and Wolfe 
to establish connections with Brandler 
and to keep a permanent representative 
in Berlin. This was instantly rejected 
by the comrades and it comes with bad 
grace from Bedacht to try to ascribe 
his proposals to others. When he is 
making his confessionals, it would be 
well for him to confess his own errors 
in place of ascribing them to others who 
did not share them." 

Isn't this a gem of the purest water? 
Lovestone was then still peddling the 
real October legend, that is, the legend 
that Brandler and Thalheimer alone were 
responsible for the October disaster. He 
was then calling upon all true believers 
to spurn the Brandierist, Bedacht, and 
to join with the genuine anti-Bra ndlerist, 
Lovestone. And when this paragon of 
virtue had lined up his followers on an 
anti-Brand ler platform, he proceeded by 
painless degrees to lead them on to the 
pro-Brandler platform which he defends 

today. It is quite evident now that 
Lovestone is just the man chosen by God, 
nature and history to denounce Trptsky 
for unprincipledness, political intrigue 
and trickery. 



movement in our country. The political 
stupidity of the official party, the irre- 
sponsibility of Its leaders— typical pro- 
duets of Stalinism— which has caused so 
much ruin iu the international revolu- 
tionary movement, had discredited even 
the idea itself of Communism in the eyes 
of the working masses. The Workers' 
and Peasants' Bloc, the birth of which 
is due principally to the profound mis- 
takes of the party and the International, 
had transformed itself into an opportun- 
ist organization, typically petty bourgeois 
which constitutes a big obstacle, with its 
innate con fusion ism, to the development 
of a strong Communist movement in 
Catalonia. Finally, anarcho-syndicalism, 
thanks to the impotence and incapability 
of the Communist organization, had been 
able to exercise an enormous iniluence 
over the broad masses of the proletariat. 

Tiie Opposition had to start an ex- 
tremely difficult fight on these three 
fronts. For this fight it was not equip- 
ped with more than a monthly theoreti- 
cal magazine of a very small circula- 
tion and the ardent enthusiasm of the 
handful of Spanish Oppositionists. The 
organized group could be counted on the 
fingers of one hand. The material re- 
sources were very limited. The point of 
view of the Loft Opposition was unknown 
to the big majority of the workers. 

In spile of all this, the results ob- 
tained in the ten months of struggle have 
surpassed al! our hopes. The National 
Conference, recently held in Madrid has 
showed the really surprising progress 
achieved in less than a year. The bal- 
ance of the work achieved i.s highly en- 
couraging. The Communist Left Opposi- 
tion is no longer a nucleus of isolated 
militants as it was a year ago, but a real 
Communist movement, with branches in 
every part of the country, alive, active, 
combative, intimately attached to the 
working class and to its struggles. The 
danger of the Opposition becoming trans- 
formed into a circle of critics, into a 
sterile sect, into a ready refuge for the 
lazy, the cowards and the disillusioned 
has been victoriously overcome. The 
best, the most conscious, the most self- 
sacrificing fighting militants have joined 
our ranks. Today the Communist Left 
Opposition is really the vanguard of the 
vanguard of the Spanish proletariat. 

The National Conference has given a 
program, a tactic and a structure to our 
movement. The Communist Left Opposi- 
tion has clearly showed the way for the 
Spanish working class to follow and has 
constructed the basis upon which a big 
Communist movement will develop in 
our country. 

The Communist Left Opposition has 
made a big step forward. Now more 
than ever before, we are firmly convinced 
that the road taken by us has been con- 
firmed its correct and that only the Op- 
position is the heir to the traditions of 
revolutionary Marxism, the faithful ex- 
ecutor of the work of the International 
of Lenin and Trotsky, capable of forging 
the weapon which the Spanish proletar- 
iat needs in order to obtain victory over 
the bourgeoisie: a big Communist party. 

The progress achieved in the last ten 
months, iu spite of our meagre material 
resources and with the enormous dif- 
ficulties under which wc have been fight- 
ing, is the surest guarantee of the suc- 
cess which the future has in store for 
us. 

But we do not know how much time 
is left to us by history in the excep- 
tional circumstances in which we live 
today. Wc have not a moment to lose. 
We must redouble our efforts, intensify 
our propaganda and our organizational 
work, consecrate all our energy to the 
immense task we have started to solve 
in order to equip the proletariat with 
the weapons necessary for its triumph. 
—ANDRES NIN. 



When did Lovestone change his mind 
about the need of combatting Brandler 
as a Right winger? Why did Lovestone 
change his mind? Just when and why 
did he "establish connections with Brand- 
ler"? What explanation has he ever 
given for the change? We do not know 
and we confess to being little concerned. 
Lovestone, who worships principle and 
recoils from intrigue and trickery (as is 
well known), is the sort of politician who 
denounces "Trotskyism" as the "crassest 
expression of the Right wing" one day, 
as 'ultra-Leftism" the next day, and as 
anything else you please the day after. 
Yesterday, Brandler was one of his fav- 
orite targets for the same vile slanders 
he now hurls at Trotsky ; today, he has 
really given Brandler that white-washing 
which he dishonestly alleges that Trot- 
sky was ready to give him ; tomorrow, if 
he is called upon to do so, he will re- 
discover that Brandler, after all, always 
was an agent of the bourgeoisie. 

Just think of it; for years this man 
was the leader of the American party, 
and one of the leaders of the Comintern ! 
— SHACHTMAN. 



BOUND VOLUMES OF THE 
MILITANT FOR SALE 
A limited number of bound volumes of 

The Militant are now ready for sale. 

They include seventy-two issues — Erom 

Vol. 1, No. 1 to Vol. 4, No. 12— the last 

Issue of the olr format. 
They are indispensable in preparing 

for lectures, debates, discussions, etc. 

Orders will be filled in the order in 

which they are received. Cheeks or 

money order must accompany the orders. 

Price: $6.00 
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Welcome Back, H. M. Wicks! 

Expert on Renagacy Returns from Long Absence 



-o — o- 



One of the big events of the month in 
American Party circles is the triumphant 
return of H. M. Wicks after a long so- 
journ in foreign parts. This return of 
a hero has been fittingly celebrated by 
the publication of an aticle from his' pen 
in the Dally Worker o£ May 18th, in the 
course of which he excoriates the "rene- 
gades" in his own character istic and in. 
imitable style. 

There is one tiling to be said (or Wicks : 
when he writes on the subject of rene- 
gacy he knows what he is writing about. 
In contrast to those bungling amateurs 
who denounce the "renegades" in routine 
fashion, without any real knowledge or 
conviction, Wicks brings to the task the 
ease and assurance and the cunning 
touch that derives from a practical ex- 
perience in the business. Wicks Itnows 
the game from the inside ; on the sub- 
ject of renegacy, he is an expert. 

In the article referred to above Wicks 
returns once again to the battle* against 
ns which lie first began in the early 
days of the American Communist move- 
ment. Twelve years ago, when some of 
the present leaders of the Left Opposi- 
tion were in jail as a result of the 
Palmer terror and others were organiz- 
ing the underground groups of the future 
party on the outside. Wicks distinguish- 
ed himself in the red-baiting campaign 
of that time. Originally a prominent 
leader of the Left wing of the Socialist 
party, and later of the G. P., he passed 
over to the other side under pressure 
of the terror and attacked his former 
comrades with no iess venom than he 
has shown in the anti-Trotsky campaign 
ot recent times. The dates and some of 
the names are different, but the essen- 
tial content is the same. 

In the Militant for September 15th, 
1929 we printed the record of Wicks' 
renegacy. Shortly thereafter he disap- 
peared from the country and nothing was 
heard from him for a long time. Now 
he is back again, and hack to the old 
Job of denouncing the "renegades". What 
better way to greet his return can there 
be than to print that record again? Here 
it is ; a verbatim reproduction of the 
report of his speech from the Gary, 
Indiana, Post (now the Post-Tribune) 
of Thursday, March 25, 1920, pages 1 
and 9: 

BARES UNDERHAND 'RED' PLOT TO 

USE UNIONS TO RUIN UNITED 

STATES GOVERNMENT 

"H. M. Wicks of Chicago, a reformed 
Socialist, spoke on the revolutionary 
tendencies of the times to some forty 
Gary men last evening. Mr. Wicks es- 
tablished a Socialist local in Gary sev- 
eral years ago; he said he helped select 
Oscar Anderson as the leader of the Gary 
strike ; therefore he did not appear to 
be an entire stranger. 

"He charged that the steel strike was 
wholly the work of the syndicalist move- 
ment. Violent minorities in the steel 
unions forced the strike against the 
wishes of the majority, he said. The 
majorities did not want to strike but 
were howled down fay the leather- lunged 
minorities whose only argument was that 
the opponents of the strike were agents 
of Judge Gary. 
BREAKS WITH PARTY 

"Mr. Wicks has been a socialist in 
good standing until last fall when he 
openly broke with the Socialist Party. 
Previous to that time he had served as 
a member of the National Executive Com- 
mittee of the Party. He said he was 
familiar with the work and attitude of 
the Socialists, I. W. W., Communists and 
all revolutionists. 

"With very few exceptions, he said, 
the radicals are not Americans. Most 
of the Socialists are people of foreign 
birth and citizenship and many of them 
do not evu speak the English language. 
WORK FOR AMERICAN LEGION 

"Bill Haywood and his satellites should 
not be tolerated in this country, Mr. 
Wicks said, he had been advising Amer- 
ican Legion members not to permit these 
vermin to talk to them, but to knock 
them down. That, he said, is the only 
language they understand. 

'The speaker charged that the Social- 
ist Party was thoroughly pro-German 
during the war and is today controlled 
by the pro-German Victor Berger, He 
said Berger richly deserved the 20 year 
sentence meted out some time ago and 
he hoped the Milwaukee man would be 
forced to serve his time. He said if 
there -ever was a traitor to his country 
Berger was it. 
NO USE FOR "REDS" 

Mr. Wicks has no respect for Social 
ists or radicals of any sort Having as- 
sociated with them intimately for years 
be claims to know them exactly as they 
are and he says that they are all selfish 
opportunists who are simply after some- 
thing for themselves. 

"He commended the deportation pro- 
ceedings that have rid the country of 
many agitators and urged that other 
foreign trouble makers be given the 
same treatment. He urged an American- 
ization program for the foreign speak- 
ing workers and he said the American 
Legion is the one organization in the 
country which is doing good Americaniza- 
tion work. 
EXPELLED FOR DEFEAT 

"Mr. Wicks was especially severe of 
the brand of democracy that the various 
organizations subscribe to. He said when 
Victor Berger and Morris Hillquit were 
defeated by the Party vote they simply 
expelled many of the Socialists who 
voted against them and retained control. 

"He told of attending the congress 
of the Communist Party in Chicago where 
by use of a caucus about one- fourth of 
the delegates controlled the meeting. 

"Lenin is a dictator, and Emma Gold- 



man and Ben Rettman would not dare 
to carry on the propaganda In Russia 
which they did carry on here. If they 
did it would be a firing squad for them. 

"The purpose of the revolutionists to- 
day is not democracy. They want the 
rule of the militant minority. Mr. Wicks 
charged that Syndicalism had been taken 
up in many instances by unions. He 
said there Is no question about the syn- 
dicalism of Foster, who was secretary 
of the Steel Strike organization. He 
said he knew Foster personally and was 
positive that the late strike leader had 
not abandoned any of his syndicalist be- 
liefs. He also stated that the radicals 
were simply biding their time to call 
another strike. 

"The speaker could not find words to 
■describe his disgust for the I. W. W. 
He charged them with being cowards 
and the scum of the earth. 

"Mr. Wicks is preparing to tour the 
country on the Chautauqua platform this 
summer In order to let the American peo 
pie understand the true situation. He 
has given several years study to Sociol- 
ogy and is preparing to write two books 
on the problems of the hour. 

"He has broken away from the Social- 
ists so recently that this may be the first 
notice some of them will have of his 
apostacy." 



For Communist Unity 

(Continued from page 1} 
appeal for re-admlssion. The differences 
which we have with the present party 
policy can, we repeat, and should be 
settled within the framework of one sin- 
gle organization, the Communist party. 
We aspire only to defend our point of 
view Inside the party, to seak. for it in 
the proper manner and at the proper 
time, in accordance with the provisions 
made for such discussion by the statutes 
of the party and the International, and 
in accordance with the principle of dem- 
ocratic centralism. 

Our inability to agree with the meth- 
ods pursued in the negotiations conducted 
with the Lovestone group does not in any 
way eliminate our conviction that the 
unification of the party is now more im- 
perative than ever. We are quite pre- 
pared to go all the way towards making 
this unity a reality, a reality which we 
are sure will give our party a mew im- 
petus and added effectiveness in the 
class struggle. We make this appeal to 
the party at a moment when the gravity 
ot the situation obliges every revolution- 
ary worker to weigh his decisions and 
actions, for what is involved Is the 
whole future of our cause. 

In presenting our appeal to the party, 
we urge it to make a prompt reply so 
that we may be able to act quickly upon 
it. 

With Communist greetings. 

National Committee, 

Communist League of America (Opp.) 



Centrism «in General » and the Centrism 
of the Stalinist Bureaucracy 



by LEON TROTSKY 
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Statcment or Jack Macdonald 



(Continued from page 1) 
I have a vivid recollection of this "cor- 
ridor" congress. I recall the session of 
the Standing Committee where the Pol- 
Bureau of the C. P. S. U. made its de- 
clara ti on, drawn from it, in its own 
words because the delegations were "spe- 
culating" on the rumored differences 
within the Bureau. No such principal 
differences existed, ran the declaration 
signed by all members of the bureau 
and Implemented by remarks from Stalin 
and Bucharln. Hardly had the delega- 
tions reached home before news broke 
out that not only were there principal 
differences, but that actual factions ex- 
isted. And this after the lie had been 
given to delegates who had probed be- 
neath the surface of official declarations 
and reported the existence of groupings 
and factions. 

The creation of the "third period" at 
the Sixth Congress, as justification for 
the Jeft about-face, unquestionably under 
the blows of the opposition,— a period 
that has apparently passed into history 
or been conveniently forgotten to avoid 
the creation of a "fourth" period; the 
rejection of the united front tactic with 
the non-party workers organizations in 
the slogan of the "united front from be- 
low", as an apology for the unprincipled 
maneuvering with the leaders of the So- 
cial Democratic and reformist trade un- 
ion organizations; the tragic and catas- 
trophic caricature of a bolshevlst-Lentn. 
ist policy in China, with its complete 
subordination of the Communist Party 
to Chiang Kai-Shek and its corollary of 
subsequent adventurist and putschist in- 
surrection; the eclectic and mechanical 
creation of the "war danger", which led 
the parties to orientate their activities 
solely on the imminence of war from 
which the proletarian revolution would 
be born ; the swing back to the "right" 
with Its glaring legalistic and parlia- 
mentary activity, just as the world eco. 
nomlc crisis broke, only to find the 
parties isolated from the consequences 
to a great extent of the third period 
tactics; the acrobatics on trade union 
policy, etc., etc.,— all this Is at least 
ample proof of the zig-zag centrist policy 
of the present regime. 

The appalling debacle of the Com- 
munist forces in the recent German pre- 
sidentlal election with the enormous 
growth or the Fascist forces ; the almost 
complete isolation of the party from the 
trade unions; Its Insignificant Influence 
over the social-democratic workers, de- 
spite the deep internal crisis in Ger- 
many; the theory or "social Fascism"; 
the flirting, to put ft mildly, with cer- 
tain Fascist leaders ; the apparent devel- 
oping theory that a Fascist victory with 
Its demagogic program and slogans means 
rapid disillusionment of the workers, 
which will be followed by a flocking to 
the Communist standard, Italy, Poland, 
etc., notwithstanding; all this in the 
German situation if nothing else must 
a 



in certain so-called discussions we used 
to blast and damn the theory of Trotsky's 
Permanent Revolution with an arsenal of 
quotations given to us by Bucharln. How 
the polemical differences between Lenin 
and Trotsky were magnified. How Trot- 
sky underestimated or denied the role 
of the peasantry. How he would leap 
across historical stages. "Down with the 
Czar!" Up with the Labor Government!" 
How during Lenin's leadership he was 
held in check and did great service for 
the revolution. But since Lenin died his 
old false theories had cropped up again, 
his old Permanent Revolution which, was 
the sources of all evil. 

Every worker today can read Trotsky'a 
Permanent Revolution for himself. Let 
us understand what the "differences" be 
tween Lenin and Trotsky were on the 
role of the peasantry, the "democratic 
dictatorship", etc. Acquire a knowledge 
of the re-arming of the Party on the 
return of Lenin to Itussia before October 
— in short have done with fabrication 
and misrepresentation and read history. 

The theory of the Permanent Revolu- 
tion is not an attempt at a leap of the 
proletariat over definite historical stages, 
but the transformation of the nation un- 
der the leadership of the proletariat. 
Here I may quote section two of the 
fundamental thesis of the Permanent 
Bevolution; "With regard to the coun- 
tries with a belated bourgeois develop- 
ment, especially the colonial and eemi- 
coloaial countries, the theory of th» 
permanent revolution signifies that the 
complete and genuine solution of their 
tasks, democratic and national emancipa- 
tion, is conceivable only through thfe 
dictatorship of the proletariat as th« 
leader of the subjugated nation, above all 
of fthe peasant masses". The tasks of 
the "democratic dictatorship of the pro- 
letariat and peasantry" were completely 
realized not before October, not in the 
"dual power", but by October— through 
the dictatorship or the proletariat sup- 
ported by the poor peasants. 

It will be instructive at some other 
time to retrace the directives to the 
Canadian Party, given by the opponents 
of the permanent revolution In their 
desire to find historical stakes that 
might not be "skipped over". These 
run the whole gamut, from the fight 
against the British monarchy, demand 
for constituent assembly, farmer-labor 
government, farmers political parties 
national independence, etc., etc. 

I reject the theory or national social- 
ism— of socialism in one country—evolved 
in the struggle against Trotsky'in 1925 
as contrary to all the teachings of Marx 
and Lenin. The inevitable social patriotic 
errors that the Left Opposition warned 
against are strikingly evident today. The 
appeal to the international proletariat 
against Japanese Imperialism, in its gen- 
eral formulation is a recent Indication 
of this. 



A still more recent example is 
the advancement by the Dally Wotfcer of 
the justification (based on an article In 
general stocktaking and inner I Izvestia of an alliance between the So- 
viet Union and American Imperialism 
against Japanese Imperialism. The pro- 
paganda and agitation surrounding the 
slogan of "Defend the Soviet Union" Is 
saturated with pacifism. All this- is the 
logical outcome of the false theory of 
"socialism in one country". 

This statement is made In support of 
the Left Opposition after thoroughly 
probing all doubts and reservations, 
slowly, calmly and deliberately. I make 
it with the sincere hope that any influ- 
ence I may have with the workers, 
through my association with and work 
In the working class movement in this 
country, may lead the advanced workers 
to a critical examination of the Com- 
munist movement today, in all ita rami- 
fications, theoretical, organizational, 
strategical and otherwise; and to an ex- 
amination of the literature and theor- 
etical position of the Left Opposition and 
particularly to the works of Trotsky. 

From this I am convinced there will 
Inevitably come again another "re-arm- 
ing" of the movement— a reestablLshment 
of the advance guard of the interna- 
tional working class movement, on the 
solid bed-rock of the theories of Marx 
and Lenin. 

—J. MACDONALD. 
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searching in the ranks of Communism. 

One looks in vain for any keen analysis 
of these phenomena in the official Com- 
munist Press. In the Canadian "Work- 
er" after the first presidential vote In 
Germany, there appeared a leading edit- 
orial that for trifling, irresponsible, pol- 
troonish approach is, I believe without 
parallel. Two main points were made. 
Firstly, the opposition was "disarmed" 
with the assertion many times repeated 
that the "renegades" would possibly find 
cause to rejoice. just why, wasn't 
stated. Secondly, finally and primarily, 
the most outstanding and significant re- 
sult of the election was the gain of half 
a million Commnlst votes over last elec- 
tion. What humbug! The second vote 
with its loss of over a million Communist 
votes, still remains to he "explained", 
so far as I am aware. 

The wealth of literature issued by the 
Left Opposition from the pen of Trotsky 
is something that no worker or student 
of Marxism or Leninism can affiord to 
ignore or neglect One listens In vain 
for the voice of Stalin on the outstanding 
events of today. Here In the opposition 
press and literature every question Is 
approached and analyzed, clearly, fear- 
lessly and dialectically. I recollect how 



The errors of the leadership of the Comintern and 
consequently, the errors of the German Communist 
Party pertain, in the familiar terminology of Lenin, to 
the category of "ultra-Left stupidities." Even wise 
men are capable of stupidities, especially when young. 
But, as Heine counselled, this privilege should not be 
abused. When, however, political stupidities of a 
given type are repeated systematically in the course 
of a lengthy period, and moreover in the sphere of 
the most important questions, then they cease being 
simply stupidies and become tendencies. What sort 
of a tendency is this? What historical necessities does 
it meet? What are its social roots? 

Ultra-Leftism has a different social foundation in 
different countries and at different periods. The most 
thoroughgoing expressions of ultra-Leftism were to 
be found in anarchism and Blanquism, and in their 
different combinations, among them the latest one: 
anarcho-syndicalism. 

The social soil for these trends which have spread 
primarily through Latin countries was to be found 
in the old and classic small industries of Paris. Their 
stability added an indubitable significance to the 
French varieties of ultra- radical ism and allowed them 
to a certain degree to influence ideologically the work- 
ers* movements in other countries. The development 
of large scale industries in France, the war and the 
Russian revolution broke the spine of anarcho-syndi- 
calism. Having been thrown back, it has become trans- 
formed into a debased opportunism. On both of its 
stages French syndicalism is headed by one and the 
same Jouhaux: the times change and we change with 
them. 

Spanish anarcho-syndicalism preserved its seeming 
revolutionary character only m the environment of 
political stagnation. By posing all the questions 
point-blank the revolution has compelled the anarcho- 
syndicalist leaders to cast off their ultra- radical ism 
and to reveal their opportunist nature. We can rest 
definitely assured that the Spanish revolution will drive 
out the prejudice of syndicalism from its last Latin 
hide-out. 

The anarchist and Blanquist elements join all kinds 
of other types of ultra-Left trends and groups. On 
the periphery of a great revolutionary movement there 
are always to be observed the manifestations of putsch- 
ism and adventurism, the standard bearers of which 
are recruited either from backward and quite often 
semi-artisan strata of the workers, or from the intel- 
lectual fellow way-farers. But such a type of ultra- 
Leftism does not ordinarily attain to independent his- 
torical significance, retaining, in most ii>»tances» its 
episodic character. 

Ik historically backward countries, which are com- 
pelled to go through their bourgeois revolutions within 
the environment of a full-fledged and world-wide work- 
ers' movement, the left intelligentzia often introduce! 
the most extreme slogans and methods into the semi- 
elementary movements of the predominantly petty- 
bourgeois masses. Such is the nature of petty-bourgeois 
parties of the type of the Russian "Social-Revolution- 
aries", with their tendencies toward putschism, in- 
dividual terrorism, etc. Thanks to the effectiveness of 
the Communist parties in the West, the independent 
adventuristic groups will hardly attain there to the 
importance of the Russian Social-Revolutionaries, But 
on this account the young Communist parties of the 
West may include within themselves the elements of 
adventurism. As regards the Russian S. R.'s, under 
the influence of the evolution of bourgeois society, they 
have become transformed into the party of the imper- 
ialist petty bourgeoisie and have taken a counter-rev- 
olutionary position in relation to the October revolu- 
tion. 

It is entirely self-evident that the ultra-Leftism of 
the present Comintern does not fall under any one of 
the above specified historic types. The chief party of- 
the Comintern, the C. P. S. U., wittingly leans upon 
the industrial proletariat, and operates for better or 
for worse from the revolutionary traditions of Bol- 
shevism. The majority of other sections of the Com- 
intern are proletarian organizations. Are not the 
very differences of conditions in various countries, in 
which the ultra-Left policies of official Communism are 
raging simultaneously and in the same degree, tokens 
of the fact that there are no common social roots un- 
derlying this trend? Indeed, the ultra-Left course, 
which is also one and the same "in principle", is being 
put through in China and in Great Britain. But if 
so, where are we then to seek for the key to the new 
ultra -Leftism ? 

The question is complicated, but at the same time 
is also clarified by one other, extremely important cir- 
cumstance; Ultra-Leftism is not at all an unvarying 
or fundamental trait of the present leadership of the 
Comintern. The same apparatus, in its basic com- 
position, held to an openly opportunistic policy until 
1928, and in many of the most important questions 
switched over completely onto the tracks of menshev- 
ism. During 1924-1927 agreements with reformists 
were not only considered obligatory but were permit- 
ted if thereby the party renounced its independence, 
its freedom of criticism, and even its proletarian foun- 
dation*. Therefore the discussion concerns not at 
all a particular ultra-Left trend, but a prolonged 
ultra-Left zig-zag of such a trend that has demon- 
strated in the past its capacity for launching into 
profound ultra-Right zig-zags. Even these outward 
symptoms suggest that what we are dealing with is 
centrism. 

Speaking formally and descriptively, centrism is 
composed of all those trends within the proletariat 
and on its periphery which are distributed between re-j 



formism and Marxism, and which most often represent 
various stages of evolution from reformism to Marx- 
ism—and vice-versa. Both Marxism and reformism 
have a solid social support underlying them. Marxism 
expresses the historical interests of the proletariat. 
Reformism speaks for the priviliged position of pro- 
letarian bureaucracy and aristocracy within the cap- 
italist state. Centrism, as we have known it in the 
past, did not have and could not have an independent 
social foundation. Different layers of the proletariat 
develop in the revolutionary direction in different ways 
and at different times. In periods of prolonged indus- 
trial uplift or in the periods of political ebb-tide, after 
defeats, different layers of the proletariat shift pol- 
itically from left to right, clashing with other layers 
who are just beginning to evolve to the Left. Dif- 
ferent groups are delayed on separate stages of their 
evolution, they find their temporary leaders and create 
their programs and organizations. Small wonder then 
that such a diversity of trends is embraced in the 
comprehension of "centrism" ! Depending upon their 
origin, their social composition and the direction of 
their evolution, different groupings may be engaged 
in the most savage warfare with one another, without 
losing thereby their character of being a variety of 
centrism. 

While centrism m general fulfills ordinarily the 
function of serving as a left cover for reformism, the 
question as to which of the basic camps, reformist or 
Marxist, a given centrism may belong, cannot be solved 
once for all with a ready made formula. Here, more 
than anywhere else, it is necessary to analyze each 
time the concrete composition of the process and the 
inner tendencies of its development. Thus, some of Rosa 
Luxemburg's political mistakes may be with sufficient 
theoretical justification characterized as left-centrist. 
One could go still further and say that the majority 
of divergences between Rosa Luxemburg and Lenin re- 
presented a stronger or weaker leaning toward cen- 
trism. But only the bullies and ignoramuses and char- 
latans of the Comintern bureaucracy are capable of 
assigning Luxemburgism as an historical tendency to- 
ward centrism. It goes without saying that the pre- 
sent "leaders" of the Comintern, from Stalin down, 
politically, theoretically and morally do not come 
up to the knees of the great woman and revolutionist. 

Critics, who have not pondered the gist of the mat- 
ter, have recently accused me more than once of abus- 
ing the word "centrism", by including under this name 
too great a variety of tendencies and groups within 
the" workers* movement. In reality, the diversity of 
the types of centrism originates, as has been already 
said, in the essence of the phenomenon itself and not 
at all in an abuse of terminology. We need only recall 
how often the Marxists have been accused of assigning 
to the petty bourgeoisie the most diverse and con- 
tradictory phenomena. And actually, under the cate- 
gory "petty bourgeois", one is obliged to include fact, 
ideas and tendencies which at first glance appear en- 
tirely incompatible. The petty bourgeois character 
pertains to the peasant movement and to the radical 
tendencies of urban reformism; both French Jacobins 
and Russian Narodniki are petty bourgeois; Prud- 
honists are petty-bourgeois but so are Blanquists ; 
petty-bourgeois are: the French anarcho-syndicalists, 
the "Salvation Army", Gandhi's movement in India, 
etc., etc. If we turn to the sphere of philosophy and 
art, even a much more polychromatic picture obtains. 
Does this mean that Marxism indulges in playing with 
terminology? Not at all, this only means that the 
petty-bourgeotsie is characterized by the extreme hete- 
rogeneity of its social nature. At bottom it fuses 
with the proletariat and extends into the lumpen-pro- 
letariat, on top it passes, over into the capitalist bour- 
geoisie. It may lean upon old forms of production 
but it may rapidly develop on the bases of most mo- 
dern industry (the new "middle estate"). No wonder 
that ideoIo gI cally it scintillates with all the colors of 
the rainbow. 

Centrism within the workers' movement plays in a 
certain sense the same role as does the petty-bourgeois 
ideology of all types in relation to the bourgeois society 
as a whole. Centrism reflects the processes of the 
evolution of the proletariat ; its political growth as 
well as its revolutionary set-back conjointly with the 
pressure of all other classes of society upon the pro- 
letariat No wonder that the pallette of centrism is 
distinguished by such irridescence ! From this it fol- 
lows, however, not that one must give up trying to 
comprehend centrism but simply that one must needs 
discover the true nature of a given variety of centrism 
by means of a concrete and an historical analysis i» 
every individual instance. 

The ruling faction of the Comintern does not re- 
present in itself centrism "in general" but quite a de- 
finite historical form, which has social roots, rather 
recent but powerful. First of all, the matter con- 
cerns the Soviet bureaucracy. In the writings of the 
Stalinist theoreticians this social stratum does not 
exist at all. We are only told of "Leninism", of incor- 
poreal leadership, of the ideological tradition, of the 
spirit of Bolshevism, of the imponderable "general 
line"; hut you will not hear a word about a func- 
tionary, breathing and living, in flesh and bone, who 
manipulates this general line like a fireman his hose. 

— L. TROTSKY. 

(To Be Continued) 

'A detailed analysis of this opportunistic chapter of the 
Comintern that lasted a few years is given In our books, 
The Draft Program of the Comintern— A Criticism of Fun- 
damentals! The Permanent Revolution; Who Is eLadins Hie 
Comintern Today, etc. 

(From WHAT NEXT— Vital Questions for the 
German proletariat) 
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For a Communist Campaign in the Elections 



The Communist Patty of the U. S. A, 
has Just held Its Nominating Convention 
In Chicago. As evidence ot Intense and 
large scale preparation for the election 
struggle, the Nominating Convention 
marks a big step forward lor the party 
in the field of parliamentary activity. 
It speaks well for a real attempt to 
put the Communist party on the political 
map, to place It as the official symbol of 
Communism before the eyes of the whole 
country. At the present juncture of 
events, this is doubly significant and im- 
portant. 

For nearly three years, the economic 
crisis, initiated by the Wall Street crash 
of October 1929, has held this country 
and the rest of the world with it, com- 
pletely under Its sway. The allures of 
"prosperity", of the "full dinner pail", 
have been gradually worn off. The 
main burden of the depression has been 
constantly shifted to the backs of the 
workers, wage cut following upon wage 
cut and unemployment gripping hundreds 
of thousands and millions of proletarian 
families. All the fake solutions pointing 
to prosperity around the corner, alt the 
public works ruses of the capitalist class 
have come to naught. Awed by the pro- 
spect of a discontented mass slowly mov- 
ing Into action, the bourgeois politicians 
have even gone so far as to mumble some- 
thing about federal relief, about the 
"dole" hitherto held taboo by the mas- 
ters. 

The Central Issue; Unetnploymetot 

The central problem created by the 
economic crisis, the problem of unemploy- 
ment looms up as the main, the only 
real issue of the current election cam- 
paign, The plank writers and the key- 
noters of the bourgeois parties are all 
busy hatching plans of how best to eover 
up the issue by lip service to relief 
measures that will not cost their class 
very much. Wagner, Roosevelt, Garner, 
Young and even some of the Republican 
batsmen have Included clauses dealing 
with this Question In their speeches and 
proposals, ft is their aim to strew 
enough sand in the eyes of the American 
workers to keep them from finding th* 
way to their class leader, to the Commun- 
ist party. 

The efforts of the capitalists to find a 
way out of the crisis have smashed up 
against the contradictions Inherent within 
their system. Their Reconstruction Fin- 
ance Corporation, their public works 
panaceas have left the depression just 
as grave as ever They have not contri- 
buted one whit to procure Jobs for the 
workers, to ease the situation of the toll- 
ing masses. The profit system, the sys- 
tem of accumulating capital for the bene- 
fit of a restricted few brings with it an- 
archy in the sphere of production. Goods, 
commodities are produced without consi- 
deration or respect to the needs of soc- 
iety. Factories are built up to make 
machinery is quantities for which there 
are not sufficient markets. Products are 
manufactured which the underpaid and 
unemployed wage slaves are unable to 
purchase. Still, wages continue to be 
cut, still the backward countries that 
fumlBh the markets are hogged by the 
various Imperialist nations. Capitalism 
is stifled by its own laws of production 
and distribution, by Its profit greed. 

Ail attempts at national "solutions" 
buck up against the International trade 
barriers. The markets, the colonial 
countries, the fields of Imperialist ex 
ploltation have long ago been divided up 
among the robber capitalist nations. 
War, war for markets and profits faces 
the crisis-ridden capitalist world. 

The Communist Task In the Elections 

These are the conditions under which 
the party of the working class Is enter- 
ing the election fight. Although we greet 
the serious attempt of the Nominating 
Convention to draw the Communist party 
as a real factor into the political life 
of the country, we cannot but disagree 
with the general methods with which the 
party leadership Is proceeding to do this. 

In the first place, the Stalinist leader- 
ship presents the election campaign as 
4 struggle for immediate demands, or 
as the platform puts It, to gain "con- 
cessions now from the capitalist parties" 

We reject this conception as thorough- 
ly opportunist. For Bolsheviks, for rev- 
olutionists, the election struggle Is In 
the main a means ot educating the work- 
ers of the country on the Communist pro- 
gram and its final aim. Immediate de- 
mands are for us by-products of the 
struggle, they are Important only in so 
far as they constitute stepping stones 
to the ultimate ends of our fight, only 
in so far as they demonstrate our readi- 
ness to' fight together with the rest of 
the working class at each step in its 
political development 

Ijn utilizing the election campaign for 
revolutionary ends, It is absolutely es- 
sential to put forward the slogan of the 
Soviet United States of America, the 
slogan of the Proletarian Dictatorship 
The propaganda of the party. Its main 
task in the campaign, must revolve 
around an explanation of this slogan, 
giving it concrete content as the work- 
ers' way out of the crisis which the 
Communists oppose to the solution of 
the capitalists — increased wage! cuts and 



exploitation, redoubled oppression of the 
working class organization, war. 

For Internationalism In ttw Struff le 
During the election struggle, taking 
place at this period of deepest crisis, the 
class party of the proletariat has the 
very best opportunity of contrasting the 
socialist system of production to the an- 
archic system of the capitalists, of con- 
trasting the internationalist solidarity 
of the working class to the nationalist 
war alms of the bourgeoisie. This la 
the time to concretely pose the interests 
of the world revolution— which has for 
its purpose the establishment of socialist 
planning on the basis of an International 
division of labor — as the workers' solu- 
tion of the crisis and the war danger It 
brings with It. 

The capitalists and their political re- 
presentatives do everything in their 
power to discredit the living symbol of 
World revolution, of socialist construc- 
tion—the Soviet Union. They are plot- 
ting war against the workers' state. In 
the course of the election campaign the 
Communists have an excellent opportun- 
ity of holding up the example of the 
Soviet Union in its true light, of contrast- 
ing the successes of socialist construc- 
tion in the U. S. S. R. with the miserable 
conditions capitalism furnishes for the 
workers In the U. SJ. A. This can be 
done all the more successfully by link- 
ing up the defense of the Soviet Union, 
its example of successful socialist con- 
struction, with the central problem of 
unemployment right here in the country. 

The Demand for Long Term Credits 

By putting forward the demand of re- 
cognition and long term credits to the 
Soviet Union, the party can teach the 
workers of America their community of 
interests with the workers of Russia. 
The Soviet Union, occupied in the tre- 
mendous task of building up its Industry, 
needs credits from the U. S. government 
with which to buy machinery produced 
in American factories. Orders from 
Soviet Russia means work for hundreds 
and thousands of unemployed American 
workers. The slogan of long term credits 
to the Soviets as a measure of relief 
for unemployment touches a vital ques- 
tion of the American proletariat which 
allows for excellent opportunities to 
make the Communist program vivid be- 
fore the masses. It is a slogan that must 
find a prominent place In the Commun- 
ist election campaign, together with the 
demands for workers' unemployment in- 
surance and relief, and for the six hour 
day. 

The platform put forward by the Stal. 

inlst leadership of the party Is full of 



Scottsboro Boys 
Execution Stayed 

Compelled by mass working class pres- 
sure, the United States Supreme Court 
has granted the appeal of the I. L. D. 
for a review of the case of the seven 
Scottsboro boys framed on the fake 
charge of rape and sentence to death by 
electrocution. 

This automatically stays the legal 
lynching set for June 24, to November 
10, when the Supreme Court reconvenes. 

Never before has the He been thrown 
so effectively into the faces of the re- 
formists and legalists, wfco have minim- 
ized the effect and importance of the 
organized mass protest of the workers 
on behalf of their imprisoned class com- 
rades. 

Workers, not only In America, but In 
every country and on every continent on 
the globe: in Australia, Europe, Africa, 
Asia and Latin America showed their 
solidarity with the nine Negro boys, 
whom American capitalists singled out 
to lynch legally in the boss courts of the 
South. 

The partial victory of the workers in 
this case should serve as a lesson to the 
entire working class of America and 
particularly the Negro workers, that it 
is only the Communists who will lead 
them in their struggles and fight their 
fights. It should also serve as a lesson 
to the class conscious Negro workers of 
America that no abstract struggle for 
Negro rights will solve their problems In 
the South or any other place. The re- 
formist and legalist betrayals of the 
colored gentlemen of the N. A. A. C. P.'s 
offer the oppressed Negro masses noth- 
ing but exploitation. 

The struggle is not yet over. This par- 
tial victory must be the harbinger of 
greater victories to come. The fight is 
not yet over. There must bo no let- 
down in the demonstrations and protests 
that are to be carried on until the nine 
Negro boys are unconditionally released 
to join us in the ranks of the workers 
fighting for the final emancipation — the 
emancipation of the black and white 
workers as a class. 



Bruening Government Falls I 

German Working Class Faced with Immediate Fascist Onslaught 



Outstanding In the week's news for Shirts greets the action of Hindenburg as 



shortcomings typical of their centrist 
character. We shall yet have occasion 
to point them out and to oiler our cor- 
rections of them. Nevertheless, the Left 
Opposition will campaign for the ticket 
of the Communist party, for Foster and 
Ford, with all the forces at its disposal. 
It will support the workers' party against 
the parties of the bourgeoisie by work- 
ing for, and by conducting, a genuine 
Communist election struggle. 



Mr. Seabury «Exposes». Tammany-Walker 

The city of New York, the metropolis were seeking the stricter municipal con- 
of the world, is engaged In one of its trol to Insure a monopoly for the Parm- 



very regular scandals in which muck- 
raking, corruption, righteous Indignation 
and outright cynicism are all mixed up 
In a bottle labelled— Tammany. After 
many months, in which time "the lion of 
reform", Sam Seabury, i>as been occup- 
ied in cleaning up the shady places in 
the city government, and unearthing the 
"tin boxes" where the custodians of 
city affairs deposit their somewhat doubt- 
ful earnings, last week, the dapper night 
club mayor of beer parade fame was 
put on the witness stand to answer for 
some peculiar items on his hank account. 

Nobody was very much startled by 
Seabury's revelations concerning the 
bribes and "gifts" received by Walker in 
the course of his glamorous tenure of 
office. The population of New York 
seems to have grown apathetic to the 
doings and undoings of Tammany. The 
prevailing sentiment can be summed up 
in the following words: "If Jimmy is 
smart enough to get the boodle, more 
power to him. If I were in his place 
I'd do the same". Nevertheless, with all 
the recent talk about balancing the bud- 
get, efficient government, city planning, 
etc., it is interesting to recount some 
of the adventures of James J. Walker. 

We all remember the regal style in 
which Walker cruised the Atlantic, com- 
fortably ensconced In the imperial suite 
of the S. S. Berengaria. For trips to 
Europe other sources of income thin the 
meagre $40,000 per annum, which is the 
Mayor's salary, are required. But the 
resourceful Jimmy had no trouble in 
finding these. It appears that the Equit- 
able Coach Company wanted a franchise 
to run buses on the streets of New York. 
Jlmmp wanted a trip to Europe — two 
and two makes four. On August 9, 1927 
Walker signed the bill for the franchise. 
On August 10, he left for Europe with • 
$10,000 letter of credit made out In his 
name and backed up with the cash sup- 
plied by J. Allen Smith, political con- 
tact man for the Equitable. The hustle 
and bustle of New York, as can be seen, 
allows no time for procrastination. 

The exploits of our good mayor, how- 
ever, do not end with his European voy- 
age. It appears that a certain Mr. Slsto, 
a taxi cab financier, presented Walker 
with a small "gift" of $28,635 worth of 
bonds. Why? Because his interests 



elee Taxi Cab Corp.? Oh, no! We must 
not contradict a man's word sealed with 
the solemn oath of the law. Mr. Slsto, 
by his own frank admission, handed out 
this money for no other reason than his 
"deep admiration" for the mayor! But 
the mayor has more than one admirer in 
the city of New York. 

Samuel Ungerlelder, a well known stock 
broker testified before the Hofstadter 
Committee that he purchased 1,000 shares 
of stock from Walker's agent, Sherwood, 
who has mysteriously disappeared, for 
(51,960 when the market price of the 
stock at the time was $29,000. We pre- 
sume that this 930,000 donation was 
given out of similar considerations of 
esteem to those that prompted Mr. Slsto, 
Only, in the absence of his attorney, 
M. Ungerlelder said, he could make no 

(Continued on page 2) 



the working class is the powerful new 
push to the Right In German politics. 
The Bruening cabinet, the cabinet of 
bourgeois uncertainty, whose main sup- 
port was the "toleration" of the reform- 
ist mass organizations, the Free Trade 
Unions and the social democratic party, 
has collapsed. 

The downfall has come about as a re- 
sult of the refusal of the Industrial 
bourgeoisie and the landowners to comply 
with the plans of the Clerical Centrist 
chancellor, namely, to balance the bud- 
get with new taxes and to allay the un- 
rest of the evergrowing unemployed army 
with the scheme of a back-to-the-farm 
movement which Involves the breaking 
up of the big estates of the East Prus- 
sian Junkers. 

The bourgeoisie Is determined not to 
cede a single step more, to go the full 
length of its fight for self-preservation by 
a ruthless life and death struggle against 
the proletariat. 

According to well informed bourgeois 
press circles, the dismissal of the cabinet 
was plotted by military cliques with an 
understanding reaching out to the Hitler 
forces. The new cabinet, headed by the 
notorious Hohenzollern militarist Lieut- 
enant Colonel Von Papen, is a typical 
army-Junker combine of the purest re- 
actionary stripe. It has not the slight- 
eat basis of parliamentary support and 
appears to be what is generally termed 
a stop-gap government personally select- 
ed by the Prussian Field Marshall, Presi- 
dent Von Hindenburg. It is generally 
conceded that it Is a temporary set-up 
destined to a short-lived existence. But 
even this temporary existence Is condi- 
tion by toleration on the part of the 
Nazis la the Reichstag, which body is to 
be convoked shortly. The "toleration" 
of the Fascists la openly avowed to be 
based upon three conditions. First, that 
it call for new Reichstag elections within 
the shortest possible time. Secondly, 
that It raise the ban on the Nazi Storm 
Troops, recently proscribed by ex-Minis- 
ter of the Interior, Groener. Thirdly, 
that It will impose no new taxes and no 
new emergency decrees which might 
hinder the broad propaganda activities 
of the Hitlerites. It is Indisputable that 
all these conditions will be fulfilled. 

The call for new elections is Inevitable, 
since, with the elimination of Bruening 
and the Centre party from power, no 
government with parlamentary support 
can be found. That the second demand 
will be compiled with is evident already 
from the ruling of the Reich's Supreme 
Court on the evidence submitted by the 
Prussian Ministry of Interior, gathered 
In its March raids on the Nazi head- 
quarters. The ruling exonerates the 
Hitler party completely of "illegal or 
subversive" activities and In this manner 
prepares the lifting of the ban on the 
Storm Troops. 

The Von Papen cabinet will easily 
agree to the third condition as well, 
which is apparent from Its composition 
and from the necessity to present a uni- 
ted Bight wing front before the foreign 
powers at the Lausanne conference. 

The Junker government Is, therefore, 
the direct harbinger of Fascist rule in 
Germany. It Is the government not mere- 
ly of the preparation, but of the most im- 
mediate organization of the National So- 
cialist seizure of power. The Nazis are 
jubilant everywhere. Forgotten are the 
bitter hostilities between their chief and 
the old Field Marshall in the recent pre- 
sidential elections. Cries of "Hall, Hin- 
denburg I" mix with cries of "Hail 
Hitler!" In their demonstrations. Der 
AngruT, the Berlin organ of the Brown 



bers, with all organizations which wish 
to fight honestly against reduction in 
wages, to carry through common meas- 
ures for the struggle for workers' de- 
mands In the shops. 

"While we are in sharpest struggle 
against the government of Braun-Sever- 
ing, against the policy of emergency 
measures dictatorship and their clearing 
the road for Hitler, we Communists stand 
as mortal enemies of Hitler fascism. We 
will do everything with the help of pro- 
letarian class forces In order to block 
Its way to government power, In order to 
break its terror and through a new red 
advance of the working class to give it 
a decisive blow" 

The party leadership has pledged it- 
self to do everything, then, to block the 
way of Fascism to government power. 
It has declared its willingness to join 
with all organizations who honestly want 
to fight for this end. If the turn is In 
any way to be sincere and fruitful for 
the party, it must draw it to Its logical 
conclusion and pose the question of 
common struggle before the reformist 
leaders as well as before the organiza- 
tions. 

There can be no doubt that the work, 
ers In the social democratic organiza- 
tion honestly want to fight together with 
the Communists against the Fascists, 
against wage reductions, for the work- 
ers' demands In the shops. If their 
honest desire Is to be transformed into 
forceful action, the test must be put to 
sections of the membership to the isola- tne leaders whom they have given their 
tion and self-obstruction resulting from ' mandate. Whether the S. P. leaders 
the Stalinist policies. A half-turn In the ' accept or reject a sincere united front 
direction of the policy proposed by appeal 'rom the Communists is to ma- 
comrade Trotsky and the Left Opposi- ' t»ii&l In any case, the workers in their 
tion has been forced upon the Thaelmann \ folI °wIng will be drawn closer to theli 
leadership, as we reported in the last' natural 'eader, to the Comunist party in 
Issue of The Militant. Rote Fahne, the tbe course of common action. Therein 



a banner day for National Socialism. 

The new move, which makes the Fasc- 
ist overturn an imminent danger, has 
cut the ground entirely from under the 
feet of the reformists. The talk of the 
"lesser evil" Is exploded by facts. The 
social democratic leaders have arrived at 
an impasse Just as the full blast of the 
Fascist attack is about to be fired. Still 
the overwhelming majority of the work- 
ers are under their sway. The masses 
are as yet to be found in the organiza- 
tions of the betrayers, whose line of 
class collaboration, of kowtowing to the 
masters, has prepared the road for the 
Fascist reaction. 

The bankrupt social democracy must 
be pushed against the wall and forced to 
show its full face to all the workers, 
If the catastrophe is to be averted, If 
the Fascist onslaught is to be repulsed 
by the German working class. There 
Is only one way In which this can be 
done. That is: by an offer ot the party 
of the working class, the Communist 
party, to the social democratic and 
trade union organizations for the imme. 
diate formation of the proletarian united 
front of direct struggle. 

The German party has been prevented 
from taking this step all along by the 
stupid Stalinist theory of "social Fasc- 
ism", by Its isolationist, ultimatum pol- 
icy of the "Red United Front under the 
leadership of the Communist Party". 
The disastrous experiences of the recent 
elections have, however, awakened broad 



central organ of the C. P. G. wrote edit- 
orially on April 26, after the Prussian 
elections : 

"The main thing now Is to assemble 
all the class forces of the proletariat and 
the working masses In the red united 
front and again go Into an offensive 
against the capitalist dictatorship and 
defeat Fascism. 

"We publish today at the head of our 
newspaper the appeal of the C. C. and 
the R. T. U. jO. -Committee In which the 



alone lies the solution for the workers 
in the present situation. 

The decisive hour is very close. Nc 
time Is to be lost Not only the fate of the 
German proletariat, the fate of the fort- 
ress of the world revolution — -the Soviet 
Union— the fate of the International 
working class is at stake. We warn 
again: the reaction engendered by the 
coming into power of Hitler will not con. 
fine itself to the boundaries of Germany. 
It Is the task of every Communist to 
strive with might and main that this 



party and the R, T. U. O. express their 

willingness to join with ail lower union ] should not come about 

functionaries and shop-conmtlttee-mem- — SAM GORDON. 



The C P. Nominating Convention at Chicago 



The Communist Party nomination con- 
vention, held at Chicago, May 20-30, met 
with a response which again testifies to 
the power ot penetration of the ideas of 
Communism. 1,200 delegates, of whom 
more than 120 were Negroes assembled 
at the People's Auditorium and confirmed 
the party nomination of Foster and Ford 
and adopted the proposed platform with- 
out any change and without any serious 
discussion of what a Communist elec- 
tion platform should be. Under the man- 
ner of procedure pursued nothing else 
could be expected. 

Yet the outstanding fact advancing to 
the forefront, by virtue of the conven- 
tion held. Is, that Communism Is becom- 
ing an ever growing challenge to capital- 
Ism even within its own stronghold. 
The sentiment of the delegates therefore 
runs naturally and unanimously in the 
direction of building this challenge In 
to a real power. 

But otherwise the pressure of the 
economic crisis and its mass unemploy- 



Government Repression in Spain Hits Left Opposition 



Andres Nin Arrested 
in Barcelona 

BULLETIN 

In the wave of arrests that is 
sweeping Spain to-day, comrade 
Andres Nin, leader of the Spanish 
Left Opposition and well known 
Communist has been arrested along 
with twenty other Oppositionists In 
a raid the police made on the of- 
fices of EI Soviet, our ofilcial or- 
gan In Spain. With strikes spread- 
ing like wildfire throughout the 
length and breadth of Spain the 
government wants to recapltate the 
movement by terrorizing its most 
conscious speerhead — which to the 
surprise and dismay of the Stalin- 
ites turns out to be the Left Op- 
position. 



Once more we receive the news from 
Madrid that our comrade Henri Lacroix, 
an Indefatigable fighter, has been arrested 
again on May 9, together with comrades 
Alberto and Eugenio Fernandez by the 
Civil Guards of Messrs. Caballero and 



Prleto. . tionists. In slandering comrade Trotsky, 

Our comrades were arrested while post- the I. R. A. and its press are in the 

tng bills announcing the reappearance of first rank, but in aiding Oppositionists 



the weekly newspaper of the Spanish 
Opposition El Soviet. The Spanish bour- 
geoisie is not deceived or misled by the 
odious calumnies of the Stalinites in 
Spain and elsewhere. The Spanish Left 
Communists are In the first line trenches 
of the struggle for the unity of the Com- 
munist party against the bourgeoisie; the 
"democratic" reaction Is trying to crush 
Its action by arresting its militants In 
order to prevent the appearance of its 
paper etc. It will not succeed. 

Although our comrades were seriously 
ill, they were detained for three days 
in a very damp dungeon, held incom- 
municado without lights, no beds, no 
food. Eugenio Fernandez had a fever of 
104 degrees. Despite our comrades' de- 
mand for a visit by a physician none 
came. Not the least protection was given 
them against the bitter cold. Afterwards, 
our comrades were isolated and separated. 
In actuality they are held In prison with- 
out even being indicted. This is the 
treatment the bourgelsle hands out to the 
counter revolutionary Trotskyites." After the temporary lull which has 

And what is the International Red Aid! followed upon the turbulent events in 
doing? Nothing! In insulting Opposi- 1 (Continued on page 3) 



struck down by the bourgeoisie they do 
not raise a finger. Comrades! Have you 
ever read an article in the Labor De- 
fender where they protest against the 
terror which is visited upon Opposition- 
ists In China, in Indto-Chtna, in Greece, 
in Bulgaria, in Spain, etc.? No, you have 
only read shameful calumnies against 
the "Trotskyites". 

The Spanish section of the I. R. A. has 
deserted our comrades but we appeal to 
the local International Labor Defense 
and we ask of it: what are you doing 
to arouse the proletariat Against the 
terror which obtains against all the vic- 
tims of the class struggle? Why do you 
hesitate to speak in your organs of the 
imprisonment of our comrades, Lacroix 
and Fernandez, courageous fighters of 
Spanish Communism? 

Oppositionists, the ranks for the de- 
fense of our Imprisoned comrades must 
be united to embrace all Communists! 



ment reflected Itself so mnCh upon the 
delegation that the speeches, from the 
keynoter down to the humblest rank and 
filer sounded one main tenor — "hunger, 
hunger, hunger". It thereby appeared 
more like just a gathering of unemploy- 
ed than a convention to take up serious- 
ly the tasks of a Communist party in 
a parliamentary election. Neither the 
party leaders present, nor the platform 
presented, made any exception to this 
procedure. While the platform — to 
which we shall return later — does ex- 
pose the proposed capitalist way out of 
the crisis and summons the working 
class to fight against the capitalist of- 
fensive and Its war preparations. It 
failed to lay the fundamental connecting 
link in the struggle for the immediate 
demands contained and the inevitable 
revolutionary objective which the Com- 
munist party must set out clearly both 
during and after election campaigns. 

It Is therefore not to be wondered at 
that about the only criticism and con- 
crete proposals made at the convention 
were, one advanced by the spokesman of 
the war veterans for incorporation into 
the platform of the questionable demand 
for the soldiers bonus, and another ad- 
vanced by delegate Alexander of New 
Yark proposing to incorporate Into the 
platform the demand for expulsion of 
the Japanese Imperialist agent (the am- 
bassador) from this country. The latter 
proposal brought down the house In ap- 
plause, hut it did not — thank the Lord- 
find its way Into the platform. Neither 
did the former proposal, but It neverthe- 
less became embodied Into a special re- 
solution and thus remained, an official 
act of the convention. 

It is not at all strange either that 
practically every convention speaker 
should repeat, following the example ot 
the keynoter, that the Communist elec- 
tion campaign must have as Its basis the 
united front of all workers. This, how- 
ever, is an uside down approach to the 
question. A working class united front, 
to be serious, can mean only unity of 
various workers organizations, regardless 
of political or ideological Influence by 
which they may be dominated, for cer- 
tain specific objects, at first of necessity 
elemntary in character. A Communist 
election campaign, on the other hand, 
must be conducted specifically under the 
banner of the Communist party asking 
j the working class support to advance 
I the objects of Communism. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Street Carmen Facins 
Strike in St. Louis 

ST. LOOS, MO. 

More than six months ago, when the 
carmen of the St. Louis Public Service 
Company decided to go on strike against 
the proposed ten per cent wage-cut they 
were persuaded by their leaders to sub- 
mit to arbitration. The deciding vote in 
this arbitration rested with the "Impart- 
ial" captalist political!. President of the 
Board of Alderman, Neun. The result 
was to be foreseen. After the bluff of 
"examining" the claims of both sides, he 
decided in favor of the street car com- 
pany. Capitalist politicians do not re- 
ceive the campaign funds and the graft 
which always goes with an important 
political position, for nothing. 

Incidentally, it may be mentioned 
that Stanley Clarke, large stoek-holder 
and spokesman for the street car com- 
pany is a "liberal". He has organized 
and financed the World Theatre in St. 
Louis which has already in its short life 
presented two important Russian films, 
"The Road to Life" and the "Five Year 
Plan". Hence, it appears that Stanley 
Clarke believes that a revolution and 
planned socialist economy are good things 
—in Russia. In St. Louis, however, 
wage-cuts and private monopoly as op- 
posed to workers' state monopoly are on 
the order of the day. 

Lo, and Behold i No sooner has the 
street-car company obtained its first de- 
mand for a wage-cut than, like a raven- 
ous wolf in its insatiable greed for pro- 
fits, it returns for another ten percent 
wage reduction. The men were not to be 
so easily footed this time. This time the 
"social justice" ( i) commission was pro- 
posed. One of these social justice com- 
missions composed of supposed liberal 
ministers and rabbis was created to set- 
tle the dispute between the milk wagon 
drivers and the bosses. These respect- 
able and well-fed sycophants promptly de- 
cided in favor of the bosses. 

If the strike takes place now as per 
schedule on May 31, we prophesy that it 
will be a bitter struggle. The two wage- 
cuts, one almost immediately following 
on the other; the one-man car system 
which has suddenly thrown hundreds 
into the ranks of the unemployed right 
at the height of an ever deepening econ. 
omic depression ; the increasing burden 
of unemployment relief in their own 
ranks— all this lias produced no small 
modicum of radiealization and determin- 
ation to struggle among the men. If 
there are any avenues of sell-out left to 
the labor-fakers, whereby the strike may 
be averted, and the men betrayed, they 
will be used. 

The workers in general, organized and 
unorganized, feel that the outcome of 
the street- carmen's strike is the key to 
the outcome of labor struggles in gener- 
al, here. The street transportation com- 
pany is one of the largest, if not the 
largest industry. If the bosses are suc- 
cessful in increasing their profits by a 
wholesale reduction of the standard of 
living of the workers in the industry, 
other industries, taking this cue, will 
naturally adopt the same course. While 
it is always the case that a systematic, 
general determination to cut wages is 
initiated first in one large industry, it 
is so apparent here now, that even the 
most uninitiated are keenly alive to it. 
Hence, not a little support is promised 
the street-carmen in advance. 

At the very outset, before anything 
has been definitely decided, the street- 
car company has arrogantly hinted at 
plans to furnish "service", so that the 
dear public will not in any way be incon- 
venienced. One of these methods of 
service are the busses which are owned 
by the Public Service Company. Two 
years ago, when the bus drivers struck 
and won the right to organize, they were 
signed up on a conract which expires 
one year after the street -carmen's con- 
tract. This, of course, was penetrated, 
through the clever manipulation of the 
boss-owned labor fakers. The present 
situation was to be inferred from the 
trend of the economic depression at that 
time, and was hailed a distinct victory 
for the bosses. 

Nor is this the only way by which the 
company hopes to break the strike. In- 
deed, if it were, it wouid prove wholly 
inadequate. The reactionary "Globe- 
Democrat" which never fails to come to 
the front when the interests of big capi- 
tal are at stake, has printed a whole 
series of editorials reminding the men 
that these are hard times and that there 
are thousands out of work and hungry, 
etc. In other words, a direct threat ; as 
much so, as if it emenated from the 
office of the Public Service Company it- 
self (and who will say it did not?), that 
these hungry masses will he utilized as 
strikebreakers. This is, of course, to be 
expected. There only remains to be seen 
what the reaction will be. 

Treachery and double-dealing on the 
part of their leaders has not weakened 
the morale of the carmen, and particular- 
ly their most militant section has, on 
the contrary, been strengthened by it. 
The street car strike could give rise to 
a whole series of struggles in the ranks 
of labor in St. Louis. The pendulum 
has already swung too far to the right. 
The commencement of its leftward swing 
is imminent. There is work for the van- 
guard of the working class, the Commun- 
ists. With a correct program, a cor- 
rect analysis of the immediate tasks, a 
correct tactic of genuine united front 
with all working class organizations in 
struggle, against unemployment and 
wage-cuts, much can be done. 

— G. ROBERTS. 



From Negro Comrades 
in South Africa 

JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA.— 

The letter which we are printing be- 
low we have received from a group of 
Negro comrades in Johannesburg, South 
Africa. This is the first contact we 
have had with them and we are, there- 
fore, not able to say anything as yet 
about the history and development of 
this group, but the letter as such speaks 
for itself. It is but one more evidence 
of the fact that the ideas of the Left 
Opposition make their way into the ranks 
of the revolutionary proletariat.— Ed. 

"Secretary 

"Communist. League of America 

"Dear Comrade: 

"At our last meeting, held on April 
22, 1932, all the undersigned Negro com- 
rades decided to apply for membership 
in your league. In regard to your ap- 
peal for literature agents it was agreed 
that we request, you to send us 8 dozen 
copies of The Militant per week, which 
we hope to sell and return you the 
money. We are particularly anxious to 
introduce The Militant amongst the 
African Negro workers, and in order to 
handle it effectively, a committee con- 
sisting of twelve of our members has 
already been selected. Send us also 2 
dozen copies of your constitution. Send 
us 12 copies of advertising posters, if 
you consider such necessary, and send 
us from time to time propaganda mater- 
ial, leaflets, etc., if you have any. 

"The first copy of The Militant that 
came to our notice was Vol. 5, ' whole 
number 07, dated January 2nd, 1932. It 
contained an article entitled "Stalin and 
the Chinese Revolution". liut we were 
disappointed for not having been able to 
obtain the previous copies. Is the issue 
in question, which we believe contains 
the first part of that article, available? 
If so, will you send us in the next mail 
two copies of that issue which we desire 
to keep on our file. 

"Comrades ! Do not worry over see- 
ing all these applicants being Negroes, 
and think that we are purposely refus- 
ing to unite with the European comrades. 
No, we are not. It is only about two 
months ago that we have been consider- 
ing joining your league. Although it is 
difficult for a Negro comrade to organize 
a European worker, we hope that later 
on white militants will follow our lead. 
The color question makes organiKation 
difficult. Negro workers are generally 
being considered inferior even on such 
matters as revolutionary organization, 
and usually European workers are being 
considered superior. We have been func- 
tioning under the name of Communist 
Party of Africa. 

"The undersigned Negro comrades 
pledge themselves to accept your instruc- 



tions and to see that they are carried i 
out, for the building of the revolutionary] 
movement, for the complete overthrow of 
capitalism for the establish ifieut of Com- 
munism in Africa." 

"We are" : 

(Signatures of the comrades follow) 



BOOKS BY TROTSKY 

DRAFT PROGRAM OF THE 
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 

A Criticism of Fundamentals* 
Part 1 and 3 HO pages. 

(Out of Print in paper cover) 

cloth bound S1.00 

THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION 
158 pages paper cover 00c 

cloth cover $1.00 
STRATEGY OF THE WORLD 
REVOLUTION* 
Part 2 of the Draft Program 

86 pages 25c 
PROBLEMS OF THE DEVELOP- 
MENT OF THE U. S. S. R.* 
48 pages paper cover 15c 

THE SPANISH REVOLUTION* 

30 pages paper cover 10c 

THE SPANISH REVOLUTION IN 
DANGER* 

C4 pages paper cover IGc 

COMMUNISM AND SYNDICAL- 
ISM* 

64 pages paper cover 15e 

THE TURN IN THE COMMUNIST 
INTERNATIONAL AND THE 
GERMAN SITUATION* 

(out of print) 10c 

WORLD UNEMPLOYMENT AND 
THE FIVE YEAR PLAN* 

48 pages paper cover 10c 
GERMANY — THE KEY TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL SITUATION* 
—SHALL FASCISM REALLY 
BE VICTORIOUS?* 
48 pages paper cover 10c 

HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION— Vol. 1 
522 pages Retail at $4 

By Special arrangements with the 
publishers of this book we can 
offer it to certificate holders at $3 
THE REAL SITUATION IN 
RUSSIA 

364 pages cloth cover {1.00 

SINCE LENIN DIED 

by Max Eastman 
158 pages paper cover 50c 

(out of print) 
In Preparation 
PROBLEMS OF THE CHINESE 
REVOLUTION 

400 pages cloth Cover $1.50 

paper cover 1.00 
WHAT NEXT7— VITAL QUES- 
TIONS FOR THE GERMAN 
PROLETARIAT 

200 pages paper cover 50c 

Bound Volume of all the pam- 
phlets indicated by * Only 100 
copies available. Cloth cover $2.00 
SPECIAL RATES IN BUNDLE 
ORDERS 
PIONEER PUBLISHERS 
84 East 10th Street, 
New York, N. Y. 



Highlights of Socialist National Convention 

A Report of the Reformist Meet in Milwaukee 



Mr. Seabury «Exposes» Tammany- Walker 



(Contiued from page 1) 
statements on the subject. However, 
we are led to believe, through knowledge 
of his connections, that Ungerleider was 
a just a little concerned over the fate 



socialist party are out in full force, 
raising the hue and cry of "driving the 
rascals out" and changing the present 
administration "for clean, honest and 
eificient government". The workers can 



of the securities of the Parmelee Taxi I have nothing to do with this kind of 

tripe. First, because corruption is in- 
herent in the capitalist system and will 
not be eliminated until the whole de- 
cadent mechanism of this system, in all 
its ramifications is abolished. In return 
for their services of keeping the work- 
ing class in check, the political lackies 
sometimes extort a greater part of the 
booty than their masters have set aside 
for them. The politicians are astounded 
that their shady deais should be probed 
in a system where everything is to a 
greater or lesser degree of the same char- 
acter. And Assemblyman Steingut cor- 
rectly speaks up "that such an inquisi- 
tion is more worthy of Russia than of 
the U. S." Only in the workers' republic 
they deal more directly with grafters 
and waste much less time ! 

Does "good government" improve the 
lot of the workers, assuming that it is 
possible? Does it hinder wage cuts or 
alleviate unemployment? Milwaukee, 

heralded as a shining example of effici- 
ency in government by the liberals and 
reformers of the S. P. type is a striking 
proof to the contrary. No. Aside from 
saving money for the bosses (in which 
the workers can have no interest) it is 
a camouflage issue, raised to distract the 
attention oE the workers from the vital, 
burning problems of their everyday ex- 
istence. 

— CLAlRKE. 



Cab Corporation. 

A veritable furor of genuine indigna- 
tion was stirred up over Walker receiv- 
ing money he never worked for. Paul 
Block, newspaper publisher and "sales 
man" of tiles to the city subway con- 
tractors, started a joint brokerage ac- 
count with the mayor, from which Jimmy 
received $246,692, between February 1027 
and August 1923. And the mayor never 
invested a cent in this venture. Why 
that's real exploitation! Just think of 
the poor hard-working Mr. Block who 
had to clip all the coupons by himself, 
the mayor not contributing a stitch of 
his own "labor" and then receiving over 
S200.000. 

What a farce these bootblacks of the 
capitalist class, reformers ami corrup- 
tions alike, make of the tragic lot of the 
working class under capitalism. Invest- 
ment of money is considered hard honest 
labor, but profits and dividends where no 
investment is made, is branded as ill- 
begotten lucre. 

Wc have no reason to and we are not 
undertaking the defense of Jimmy Walk- 
er. We will leave that to the apologists 
of Capitalism, of which he is a typical 
product. The point is, however, that to 
us it is irrelevant as to how the master 
class divides, iis profits derived from the 
blood and bones of the toiling masses. 
Does it make a particle of difference to 
the working class whether Mr. Block and 
his ilk squander their profits for their 
purposes or divide it among their political 
henchmen and state servants. It does, 
however, demonstrate the very close con- 
nection the master class has with the 
leading government officials, vindicating 
over again fhe contention of Karl Marx, 
that the "state is nothing short of the 
executive committee of the ruling class." 

With the dent the economic crisis has 
made in the standard of living of the 
working class, with wage cuts and star- 
vation rampant in the country, with the 
experience of the strike against coolie 
conditions in Kentucky still fresh in our 
minds, it is quite instructive to read of 
the doings of the capitalist class and 
their officers. The working class, which 
has been told by these same capitalist 
hirelings to "learn to live on less", to 
accept wage cuts as a "patriotic duty", 
to forget about unemployment insurance 
because the budget has to be "balanced", 
should take note of this outright and 
flagrant hypocricy that the master class 
practices, without the slightest fear of 
"exposure". 

The liberals, the preachers, and the 



MILWAUKEE, WIS. 

Anyone who wanted final and con- 
elusive proof of the utter hopelessness 
of fhe socialist party as a party of the 
working class would have done well to 
attend the socialist convention in Mil- 
waukee. There, he could get proof in 
great abundance. It was an assemblage 
of well dressed, well groomed and well 
fed shop keepers, doctors and lawyers, 
from which the working class could ex- 
pect little— least of all ''Socials:!! in our 
time". 

It is not that radical phrases were 
lucking; on the contrary, phrases were 
thrown around quite profusely. Nor 
was it that peace and harmony prevail- 
ed in fhe discussion and adoption of 
rank opportunist policies; the members 
of the various factions were constantly 
hurling eloquent orations against each 
other. But in spite of this and in spite 
of the presence of the "Militants" who 
had issued quite a "radical" program be- 
fore the convention, the socialist, party 
emerged from this convention the same 
old party as it. had been in the past- 
il party which has turned its back on 
revolutionary Marxism and had there- 
fore become a party that does not and 
cannot represent, the interests of the 
working ciass. 

Policy on Soviet Union 
But this convention did find it neces- 
sary to adopt certain measures that 
would save its face before the awakening 
working class on the one hand and the 
section of belligerent party members on 
the other. Hence the adoption of a 
resolution on the Soviet Union. After 
fhe existence of the S. U. for some 14 
years daring which time the S. P. had 
never lost an opportunity of slandering 
it in the most vicious manner, this con- 
vention suddenly adopted a resolution 
calling for the recognition of the V. S. 
y. R. But their demand for recognition 
was so coupled with other demands and 
policies that it adds very little credit 
to the S. P. The resolution also calls 
for the release of "political prisoners" 
(they mean the coun ter- re volution a ry 
mensbeviks ) and the freedom of press 
and agitation for socialists. Kveu this 
reactionary resolution met with the re- 
sistance of the llillquit Right wing. But 
for the "Militants" also tiie understand- 
ing remained that the Monroe Doctrine 
was to remain for Russia— that is the 
revolution may have been all right for 
barbaric Russia but in America the tran- 
sition towards Socialism would be ac- 
compli s lied by respectable democratic 
means. 

One of the highlights of the conven- 
tion was the fiery discussion over an 
amendment made by Btusick of Calif- 
ornia that the word "confiscate" be sub- 
stituted for the word "transfer" in the 
clause pertaining to the passing of the 
"principal industries of the country to 
social ownership". This amendment was 
greeted by with stormy applause particu- 
larly from the galleries. But the right 
wing lost no time in squelching the "hot- 
heads". All the big guns of the S. P. 
including Thomas, Hillquit and others 
discharged their best oratorial missiles 
in an attempt to defeat this. The argu- 
ments were quite typical. The insertion 
of the word confiscate wouid certainly 
not get the vote of the "average citizen 
who would be afraid of the confiscation 
of his car, his home and his savings" — 
the average cilisscn! Many other gems 
were presented against the idea of con- 
fiscation. The final remark of the embit- 
tered Busick did not go far off the mark 
when he shouted that those who were so 
much opposed to confiscation took that 
stand because they themselves had much 
to lose by confiscation. The vote showed 
a majority against confiscation. 

Fight over National Chairman 
The really big fight at the convention 
was over a matter which involved no 
principle but around which a principle 
later developed. This was the time when 
a split was much talked about by both 
factions. It was the election of the 
Party chairman which created this situa- 
tion. The delegates of the West and 
middle West had determined to defeat 
Hillquit. and elect one who would build 
up a real "American Socialist Party" as 
the nominator of Mayor Hoau put it. 
The fight that followed lasted a whole 
afternoon. The followers of Hillquit 
took immediate issue with the backers 
of Hoan over the question of the "real 
American Party". They counterposed 
Hillquit to Hoan as the Marxian inter- 
national socialist versus the national 



Socialist. A sense of humor was essen- 
tial in such a situation. After spending 
all their oratory, the vote was taken and 
Hillquit, the "international socialist" 
emerged the victor, though his majority 
was not big enough to his liking. 

The old stand of the S. P. on the 
League of Nations was reiterated. The 
S. P. sf ill regards the League of Nations 
as an instrument of peace and goodwill. 
Similarly the past stand of the S. P. on 
its Trade Union policy was reiterated. 
This means continued betrayals and sup- 
port of betrayals. 

Comic Incident on Floor 

Humorous episodes were not lacking at 
this convention. Indeed one has to stop 
and choose the best ones to recount. But 
perhaps the funniest sight was that of 
the socialist Sheriff of Milwaukee— Ben- 
sun bewailing the fact that the Commun- 
ists are interfering with the execution of 
his civic duties in case of evictions, by 
organizing demonstrations in front of 
the houses where the evictions were to 
take place. His lament seemed to meet 
with much sympathy from the assem- 
bled delegates. Later in the day, Mrs. 
Sheriff Benson graciously invited all the 
ladies present to come and inspect the 
socialist jail. It is in this jail that 
many of our comrades have spent weeks 
and months for their class struggle ac- 
tivity. It is in the same jail that the 
writer of this report spent five days for 
the heinous crime of distributing a leaflet 
before a shop. And the ladies present 
after displaying mock shivers of horror 
went to insiiect the triumphs of socialism 
in jail. 

As to the "Militants", they cut a most 
sorry figure at the convention. Having 
no consistent revolutionary policy to 
fight for, they made a feeble stand here 
and there hut vacillated and temporised 
most of the way and thus revealed them- 
selves in ail their impotence. The crass 
opportunism that triumphed, proved be- 
yond all doubt that the S. P. can as 
much be reformed into a revolutionary 
party as the proverbial sow's ear can be 
turned into a silk purse. Whether this 
fact is clear to the "Militants" is very 
doubtful. 

The adoption of quite a "radical" elec- 
tion platform by the S. P. places a great- 
er obstacle in the way of the Communist 
party. Indeed the fact that the S. P. ad- 
opted such demands as the G hour day 
and 5 day week whereas the C. P. still 
clings to the 7 hour day slogan as well 
as the fact that the C. P. failed to con- 
nect its li cardinal immediate demands 
with the ultimate aim of the overthrow 
of 

cialism, will tend to confuse the Amer- 
ican worker, and render his choice of the 



real working class party quite d illicit it 
in the coming elections. There is milch 
that the Left Opposition can do to help 
the American working class make the 
proper choice. 

--■NORMAN SATIR. 



MILITANT BUILDERS 

nroTTSTnnnnrff'STi o <s o o oTnrtnrtnrinnf 

With the close of the drive we are 
able to give the names of the comrades 
who won the prizes we announced in the 
May 7th issue of The Militant. No one 
has qualified for the History of tlte Rus- 
sian Revolution offered to the comrades, 
who during the final months of the dnvu 
raised $15 in subs and donations. 

Only one comrade qualified for the 
copy of What Next? offered to each com- 
rade who fell short of $15 but raised $10. 
This is comrade Saeharow of Chicago. 
Just as soon as the book is off the press 
comrade Sacharow will receive her copy. 

To the comrade who brought in the 
largest number of subs during the per- 
iod of fhe entire drive we offered a 
bound volume of The Militant. This goes 
to comrade Hedlund of Minneapolis. We 
also offered a copy, of comrade Trotsky's 
Problems of the Chinese Revolution to 
the comrade who brought in the second 
largest number of subs during the drive. 
This goes to comrade Sacharow of 
Chicago. She will get her copies as «oon 
as it comes from the binder. 

To all the comrades and to all our 
readers and sympathizers who worked 
for the maintenance of our press we want 
to express our gratification at the way 
they came to the support of their press. 
But we are not yet out of the woods. 
The situation is still critical. We must 
continue our efforts to get subs and dona- 
tions. There must be no let up. 

As announced elsewhere in this issue 
we have bound nine of the recent pam- 
phlets of comrade Trotsky into volumes. 
We have put aside 10 of these bound 
volumes. We offer them as premiums to 
the comrades who from June 1 on, raise 
$10 in subs and donations. Our records 
begin with every sub and donation re- 
ceived on June 1. The record so far 
follows: The figures quoted are in 
dollars. 

M, Koehler :i 

A. Hasky 'J 1.2 

SI. Basin 2 

P. Vomas li 

J. Eichna 2 

T. Halligan 1-4 

The record by cities is as follows: 
Pittsburgh 4 

Youngstown :i 

New York 2 3-4 

Philadephia 2 

Once more we want to remind our read- 
ers and comrades that, while the drive is 
over the need for rounding up subs and 

donations is as great as it ever was at 
capitalism and ^establishment ofJSo- j any time d , ]riug |h( , mvi , Aft(I| . thei „ t 

comrades ! 



The Results 

Quotas 

New York $325 

Minneapolis 200 

Chicago 100 

Toronto 70 

Cleveland 40 

Philadelphia 40 

Boston 40 

Newark 35 

Kansas City 30 

St. Louis 25 

Los Angeles 20 

Youngstown 10 

New Haven 10 

Montreal 10 

Duluth 10 

Sprjngfleld, III. . . 10 

W. Frankfort, 111.. 10 

Pittsburgh 10 

Trenton 5 

Miscellaneous 



of Our Press Drive 



Results 
$ 140.75 
40 
44.70 

1.05 

9 

5 

5 

7.25 

2.00 

6 

8.25 

8 



10 



5.50 



Total $ 1,000 $ 290.50 



Pittsburgh was the only city to reach 
its quota. Youngstown came close. From 
the way it is sending in subs ami dona- 
tions it will pass its quota by this time 
nexfcwreek. A number of branches which 
have made no returns yet will have every 
opportunity to do so. It is true that the 
drive is over. But the need for finan- 
cial help is still great. 

The critical situation has not been 
abated by a hair's breadth. Bills continue 
to pour in on us from all directions. Our 
creditors are more importunate than ever. 
Our need for money is no less than last 
week or the week before. Every effort 
must still be made to get subs and dona- 
tions. 

'Returns are still coming in. This 
makes our totals above only tentative. 
Next week we will give the final figures, 
rphis gives every comrade a chance to 
give the result for his city a boost. 
Comrades, let us make one more deter- 
mined effort to save our weekly Militant. 



■>«■■■■■«■«*'■*'■>'■ 
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The Party's Nominating 
Convention 

(Continued from page 1) 
In several state and city nominating 
conventions held by the party, to which 
the Left Opposition sent its delegates to 
support the Communist election cam- 
paign, this support was scornfully re- 
jected by the bureaucrats in control. 
The glibly proclaimed united front has 
become a farce by that fact alone. But 
nevertheless it. will not succeed in pre- 
venting file Left Opposition from taking 
its part in the election campaign, modest 
though, as that will be through force of 
circumstances. Wc will do all in our 
power, to utilize the opjiortunities which 
an election campaign offers, to advance 
the ideas of Communism. 



CHICAGO DEBATE 

On Sunday, June 12, at 8:00 P. M. at 
30Sti W. Roosevelt Rd., Chicago, the 
Ix'ft Opposition youth comrades will de- 
bate the Young Peoples' Socialist League 
of that city. Comrades Nathan Gould 
and Noitman Satir will take the negative 
of the question : Can the Socialist party- 
play a revolutionary role in America. S. 
Larks and G. Hmcrkia will support the 
affirmative. 



BOUND VOLUMES OF THE MILITANT 
FOR SALE 

Only six bound volumes of The Mill, 
taut are left. Comrades who want this 
indispensable, historical record should 
hurry with their orders. Orders are be- 
ing filled in the order in which they are 
being received. In each case a check or 
money order must accompany the order. 

The hound volumes include the seventy 
oue issue from Volume 1, Number 1 to 
the last issue of the old format. Volume 
4, Number 12, June 15, 1931. 

We have on hand a number of incom- 
plete files, unbound. We are waiting for 
comrades to send in the missing num- 
bers to bind them. What we need most 
are the following issues: Volume 1, Num- 
ber 1, and Volume 2, Number 4. Upon 
receipt of these issues we will be able 
to make up a number of additional files 
and offer them for sale. 
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NEW YORK MEETINGS 

The New York branch of the Commun- 
ist League of America (Opposition) has 
been conducting street meetings for sev- 
eral weeks now as a part ot its general 
summer activities. On several corners 
in the Bronx and Manhattan our meet- 
ing have met with considerable success. 
The nest meetings will be held on li"ilh 
Street and 5th Ave., on Thursday and 
Saturday nights. In the Bronx on Hjr>th 
Street and Prospect Ave. on the same 
nights. All workers are urged to uttetul. 



Pioneer Publishers Notes 

Our annual inventory reveals some in- 
teresting things about our literature. 
We are completely out of The Draft Pro- 
gram in the paper cover edition and have 
only nineteen copies left in the cloth 
cover. A word to the wise is sufficient. 
No one has fo be agitated about the im- 
portance of this fundamental document. 
We expect that those nineteen copies will 
be sold before the week is out. 

Another historic document has run out 
of print. This one is Max Kastnian's Since 
Lenin Died. Only four copies of this work 
are left. The inventory unexiX'ctodly 
showed that we have about leu copies on 
hand of The Turn in the (.'. I. and the; 
Situation in Germany. This is :■ rare op- 
portunity for a few comrades and readers 
to get a copy of this searching an.tlysis 
of the Comintern's mistakes under Stal- 
inist leadership *tn the German question. 

Another fact which our inventory es- 
tablished is that our supply of the new 

pamphlet on Germany, The Key to the 
International Situation, is running low. 
It would he well for all our propagand- 
ists to lay in a supply for future distri- 
bution. 'With the swift pace of the de- 
veloping revolution in Germany interest, 
in it and in comrade Trotsky's writings 
on it are continually increasing. 

Another historic document is rapidly 
running out of print. There are only 
forty-six copies left of Tile Real Situation 
in Russia. As almost everyone knows 
The Real Situation in Russia contains the 
Platform of the Russian Opposition, 
Lenin's Testament, and A. Joffe's letter 
to comrade Trotsky in which he explains 
why and how the Stalinist bureaucracy 
drove him to take his life. 

The book on China is progressing and 
should be ready for shipment within ten 
days. Work is also going on on What 
Next? extracts from which are apitearfhg 
in The Militant. 

We would like our readers and sym- 
pathizers to send us the names and ad- 
dresses of stores which they think will 
carry and can sell our literature. Upon 
receipt of this information we will under- 
take to sell them through the mail. 

Our comrades should also make efforts 
to place our literature in the public lib- 
raries. It has been our experience in 
Cleveland, St. Louis, Youngstown and 
elsewhere that the libraries are willing 
to buy our literature. By this arrange- 
ment we can place our literature a*: the 
disposal of workers unable to buy it. 
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IN THE INTERNATIONAL OF LAI Of 

Reviews and News of the Working Class and Revolutionary Movements 

The Party and the French Elections 

Right Wing Renegades Exploit the Mistakes of the Stalinist Bureaucrats 



The first and second ballots of the 
elections constitute important moments 
of the political life in France, creating 
o new situation, throwing light upon the 
strength of the various parties partici- 
pating and upon the tendencies in the 
broad masses in view of the crisis and 
the consequences flowing from it for 
them. 

The elections showed most clearly the 
movement of the masses toward the 
conditions, to cast off the burden the 
'•left", that is, their desire to better their 
state has imposed upon them through the 
tremendous military and police appar- 
atus; their desire to do away with the 
danger of war which is very prominent 
in their eyes. All these deep-seated as- 
pirations of the masses led to the victory 
of the soealled "left" parties, the Radical- 
Socialists and the socialists, over the 
Tardieu government, which represented 
in the view of the masses those forces 
to which they were opposed. 

'What will the new majority bring 
about? A coalition government or a 
bloc? A coalition of the democratic part- 
ies revolving about the Radical party 
and excluding the Marin group (nation- 
alists) and the socialists or a bloc of 
the united Left in power following in 
the footosteps of the bloc in the electoral 
campaign? In general, it may be said 
that French capitalism, and among its 
political formations, the Radicals in the 
Hist place, would prefer the first solu- 
tion. 

Far from becoming ameliorated, the 
perspectives are growing more sombre, 
the crisis is continuing to deepen. In 
order to make the proletariat and the 
laboring masses bear the burden, the 
bourgeoisie feels the need of broadening 
the base of the government and the 
coalition would correspond to this neces. 
sity. On the other hand, the socialist 
leaders are not very enthusiastic about 
participating in the power at the present 
moment, when there are great difficulties. 
The unanimous election of the new Pre- 
sident bears witness to this orientation 
of French capitalism toward the coali- 
tion. It has showed in a clear fashion 
who will be the master by deciding on 
a man who has no qualifications other 
than that of being the representative of 
the Committee des Forges (the powerful 
syndicate of French industrial imperial- 
ism) ever since he has been in politics. 
However, sharp contradictions clash 
with each other within the bourgeois 
camp and the wave which has brought 
victory at the same time to both the 
Radicals and the socialists is so strong 
that it is not improbable that for a short 
lapse of time a government hloc may he 
in power. 

But no matter which of these solutions 
will be adopted, the essence of the elec- 
tions results consists in this: that the 
masses, today deluded by the left parties, 
will shortly be disillusioned with regard 
to the false promises the latter have 
made them. This opens up great per- 
spectives for the Communist party, pro- 
vided that within the mouths which sep- 
arate us from this break, it assures its 
attachment to the masses by an appro- 
priate policy. If this does not come 
about, the bourgeois Right wing will be 
igven an opportunity to exploit the dts 
illusionment of the masses, in the first 
place to the disadvantage of the prole- 
tariat and its class party. Within the 
party, there exists the belief that when 
the masses will be disillusioned they 
will automatically come to us. That is 
an infantile conception; it suffices to 
look at the example of Germany and 
Great Britian, where the party has been 
unable to benefit from the reformists im- 
potence on the one hand, and from their 
treachery, on the other. 

■The present relations of the Commun- 
ist party to the class working are dis- 
closed by the elections. First of all, it 
must be said without any embellishments 
that the party met with one defeat in the 
first ballot azid with another in the second 
ballot. 

The first ballot reveals a decline of 
300,000 votes over 1928. In L' Human it e 
of May 3, tiw party leadership attempts 
to play this uy as a victory. "We be- 
lieve, on the other hand, that the results 
of last Sunday testify to a fine victory 
for our party." How? Because we are 
supposed to have made gains In some 
industrial centers and because — this is 
said in all seriousness— if the elections 
had taken place a year ago or two years 
ago, we would have suffered an even 
greater decline due to the workings of 
the "Barbe group".* 

First of all, it is not true in general 
that we have made gains in the indus- 
trial regions. That is true only for a 
very small number of wards in the Pas- 
de-Calais, in Douaisais, and in other 
isolated sections. But as a whole, we 
have suffered losses. Losses in the Par- 
isian region, in Lille, Roubais, Tourco- 
ing, in the Seine Inferieure region, in 
Alsace, In the Aube, in Lyons, etc., etc. 
This is a decline that must be taken into 
account 

As to the second argument, it is simply 
contemptible. There were attempts 



made to use this argument about the 
"Barbe group" last year, they did not 
dare brandmark it until the party con- 
gress. Do they think they will have 
better success today? 

But if the party is just about to over- 
come its decline, then this should have 
been expressed in the second ballot on 
May 8. The Communist workers and 
sympathizers should have showed that 
they understand and approve of its policy. 
Was this the case? The day following 
the first ballot, L'Humanite stated per- 
emptorily: "800,000 voters deeply con- 
vinced of the correctness of our policy 
and our class against class tactic" (May 
3). But the second ballot disproved 
this assertion. The tactic of "class 
against class", that is, the retention of 
the party candidates in every case on 
the second ballot, even where the social- 
ist candidate had received the majority 
of the workers' votes, was not followed 
by about 50 percent of those who voted 
Communist on the first ballot. In some 
cases, the losses are relatively small, in 
others they reach 70 and even 80 per 
cent. Let us add that the same pheno- 
menon can also be observed with regard 
to the Radical candidates. Consequently, 
experience proves superabundantly and 
even better than in 1928 that the so- 



a bureaucrat, a certain Richetta, for elec- 
tion, instead of a worker victim of the 
bosses reprisals following the strikes. 
But the number of votes received proves 
that the methods of the C. G. T. U. lead- 
ership have been condemned by the work- 
ers, who in their disgust fall under the 
influence of the reformists. 

The lesson to be drawn, is the neces- 
sity of a radical change of policy. And 
above all, no half-measures, no ruses. 



After being so steeped in error, after 
accumulating such a string of mistakes, 
after so much self-discreditment, after 
sowing such a distrust among the work- 
ers, it is necessary, not to spout words, 
but to act in a decisive, courageous and 
persevering manner to bring about a 
change in this whole situatioh. It will not 
do to repeat turns like those of 1930 and 
1031, which are finally revealed to be 
nothing but petty deception. It is neces- 
sary to carry out a genuine turn. The 
militants in the party will have to take 
up this task in spite of the bureaucrats, 
who are much more concerned about 
their personal prestige than about the 
necessities of revolutionary policy. 

—■LA VERITE. 



The I- LP. and British Communism 



In the last few months, the question of 
the attitude of the party towards the 
Independent Labor Party has occupied 
the attention of the party and the C. I. 
The absence of a clear policy on this 
matter has led to frequent disasters: the 
bloc with the 'Left' reformists from 
1025-1927, the support of the Maxton, Cook 
movement of li)28, and the confusion on 
this Question as recent as last Autumn, 
ail these blunders are due to the essen- 
tial weaknesses in the policy of the lead- 
ership of the C. I. and the British Party. 
Today, after they burned their fingers 



IWtne Years of tfae Struggle of the tef t Opposition 

The Anglo-Russian Committee and the British General Strike 



The crushing defeats suffered by the 
German proletariat in October 1923, by 
the Bulgarians in September of the same 
year, and by the Esthonians early in 
1924, were dealt with by the delegates 
and the leaders of the Fifth Gongress of 
the Comintern like so many transient 
episodes. Far from attempting to an- 
alyze the new situation that had devel- 
oped as a result of these defeats, the 
leaders of the Fifth Congress, who had 
failed to see the revolutionary situation 
in Germany when it was rising before 
their very noses, now proclaimed that 
the armed struggle was only just ahead, 
called "class against class" tactic is not After the German defeat had disclosed 



accepted by the mass of the Communist 
voters. It is not at all astonishing, more- 
over, that it arouses the reformist work- 
ers against us. 

There are more things to be taken 
into account. First of all, the success 
of the P. U. P. (Parti d'Unite Proletar- 
ienne — the party of Sellier and Co., the 
Right wingers expelled from the French 
C. P.), particularly in the Parisian re- 
gion. This fact alone, more than the 
loss of votes, constitutes a defeat for 
the party. Here are people who have no 
other program than that of struggle 
against the C. P. which originally boost- 
ed them and elected them to office, They 
merely conducted a campaign of disgust- 
ing slanders against the party. As a re- 
sult, they have been elected. To be sure 
the bourgeoisie has aided them, but it is 
indisputable that workers gave their vote 
to them, who only yesterday voted for the 
party. It is an insult to the many pro- 
letarians to claim that personal favors 
Have sufficed to assure these successes. 
Personal favors have assured Sellier and 
others a loca! apparatus but if they have 
obtained workers' votes then because the 
party has not been able to unmask 
them because the party did not expel 



the beginning of a new and different sit- 
uation, the Comintern leaders declared 
that "Europe is entering into the stage 
of decisive events . . . Germany is ap- 
parently approaching a sharpened civil 
war" (Zinoviev, February 2, 1024) or 
"It is false that the decisive struggles 
have already been fought, tiiat the pro- 
letariat has suffered a defeat in these 
struggles and the bourgeoisie has grown 
stronger as a result" (Stalin, September 
20, 1924.) The fact that a "democratic 
pacifist period" had begun, that the 
bourgeoisie had succeeded (on the basis 
of the Comintern's defeats) in achieving 
a temporary "stabilization", was vigor- 
ously denied by the Comintern spokesmen, 
and was only acknowledged by them a 
year and a half afterward, when the 
facts were already matters of indisput- 
able record, and when the situation was 
again turning in a new direction. 
The Swing to the Right 

But in the process of calling a non- 
revolutionary period a revolutionary 
period, the apparatus people were com- 
pelled to hunt high and low for the 
faintest revolutionary manifestation, to 
exaggerate it ail out of proportions, or 
even to manufacture revolutionary phen- 



them on a political basis clearly under- ° m ena where they really did not exist. 



stood by the workers, because it has 
restricted Itself to shouting and has not 
been able to convince the workers. In 
order to realize the difference in methods 
and policies of the party today from, that 
of ten year ago, it suffices to recall that 
a Frossard, when he was expelled, was 
forced to seek a seat in a distant pro- 
vincial constituency, whereas a Gelis can 
today get himself elected in the 13th, 
arrondissement in Paris (an old Com- 
munist stronghold.) ! 

Another thing that must be taken into 
account, is the fict that most of the 
elected candidates of the party were 
elected with the support of socialist 
votes. It must be admitted that the 
slogans of the socialist party de.c lining 
either in favor of the Radical party or 
the Communist party, were followed by 
the very great majority of the socialist 
voters. And it is therein that we find 
the successes of the socialists, perhaps 
even more than in the number of votes 
they received. The socialists did not, by 
the way, refrain from giving their mo- 
tives for withdrawing in favor of the 
Communist candidates ; not because of 
their sympathy ,or affinity is to the case 
with the Radicals, but in order to bet- 
ter be able to win over the workers at 
present under Communist influence, to 
their side. What a fine lesson for our 
centrists ! The socialists do not fear to 



By inventions and exaggerations, they 
sought a justification for their prognosis 
which the actual course of the class 
struggle did not provide. That is, con- 
sequently, the period in which the most 
fantastic "victories" of the Comintern 
were heralded to the world, serving to 
deceive and bewilder the masses in 
general and the Communists in particu- 
lar, and to lay the basis for the long 
swerve to the Right which marked the 
Comintern's policy until 1028. It was 
during this period that the shrewd bour- 
geois politician, Raditch of Yugo-SIavia, 
was hailed in Moscow and abroad as the 
great peasants' leader. This was the per- 
iod in which every demagogue and scoun- 
drel who required some rosy coloring in 
order to preserve his leadership over the 
masses, could get it without difficulty by 
applying to the Comintern apparatus. 
Raditch was not the only one. The 
kulak farmers of the American North- 
west were hailed in Moscow as the next 
thing to Communists, as the inestimable 
partner in the notorious Farmer-Labor 
party movement. Macia, the head of 
the Cat a Ionian petty bourgeoisie, was 
transported to Moscow for negotiations. 
Delegates from the Kuo Min Tang par- 
ticipated officially in the deliberations of 
the Communist International. They were 
prominent figures, together with the rag- 
tag and. bobtail of petty bourgeois pol- 
iticiandom from India to London and 



compromise themselves by favoring our back, in the "famous" Anti-Imperialist 
party by voting for some of our candi-l League. The socalled "Peasants' Inter. 



* See the article "Political Banditry 
in the French Communist Party", in The 
Militant of December 5, 1931— Ed. 



dates on the second ballot They hope, in 
this manner, to take away another big 
layer of the working class from the 
party. This will not remain a hope for 
them if our party persists in the path 
which it I3 taking at present. 

Everybody expected the defeats of the 
party. When it conducts a policy which 
isolates the party from the masses, 
which weakens its positions in the trade 
unions and the workers' organizations, 
it is inevitable that losses should follow 
in the elections. This is once more, pay- 
ment for all the past mistakes, tor the 
"third period", for the "red days", for 
the "political mass strikes", for "unity 
within the C. G. T. U." etc. All these 
mistakes, the enemies of the party have 
been able to exploit with signal suc- 
cesses. The elections have showed what 
we have contended day for day, that it 
is not enough to ery about the reformist 
betrayals to convince the workers ; it is 
also necessary to show them that we are 
better capable than the reformists of 
fighting for their immediate demands, if 
the latter are not to retrain their influ- 
ence among the workers. There is the 
example of Roubaix-Tourcoing (the scene 
of last year's textile strikes) where the 
reformists have gained votes, there is the 
example of Vienne, where the party in 
addition made the mistake of putting up 



national" was formed at that time, to 
embrace every political exploiter of the 
peasantry who needed the protection of 
"Moscow", and to advance the unique 
slogan : "The emancipation of the pea- 
santry is the work of the peasantry it- 
self!" 

Not the least prominent of the figures 
who made their pilgrimage to Moscow 
in those days were the leaders of the 
British trade unions, Purcell and Co. 
who visited the Soviet Union at the end 
of 1924 as an official delegation. The 
offensive of the British bourgeoisie 
against the workers' standard of living 
was producing radical changes in the 
ranks of the proletariat, a more mili- 
tant mood was already visible among 
them, they were moving towards the 
Left, and this process was reflected in 
the trade union leadership by /the devel- 
opment of a "Left" wing, Purcell, Hicks, 
Swales, Cook and others, who found it 
easier to maintain their reactionary 
leadership over the masses by swinging 
along to the Left with them. 

Out of this visit to Russia, the favor 
able report which the delegation pub- 
lished, the impression made by the Rus 
sian trade union delegation to- England, 
was born the Anglo-Russian Committee, 
representing the Councils of the two 
trade union centrals. Its original ob- 



ject, according to its founders, was the 
agitation for the establishment of world 
trade union unity in the struggle against 
the capitalist offensive. It did not take 
long before the Committee went far 
afield from this original object. 
The Standpoint of the Opposition 
In the course of the disputes that 
developed subsequently around the ques- 
tion of the Anglo-Russian Committee, the 
Stalinists, to cover up their own crimes 
and blunders, ascribed to the Left Op- 
position a number of fantastic views 
which it never held. Some of these de- 
liberate falsehoods are repeated against 
the Opposition which was accused of 
wanting to split the British trade unions, 
of advocating that the Communists should 
not work within the reactionary trade 
unions, of opposing the united front, and 
of being opposed "in principle" to any 
negotiations with reformist leaders or 
to the formation of temporary blocs. 
All these absolutely unfounded aeeusa- 
lions were made by the apparatus sup- 
IK>rters in order to cover up their own 
capitulation to the British trade union 
fakers. As late as 1927, however, in 
their amendment to the resolution on the 
situation in England proposed to the 
Eighth Plenum of the E. C. C. I., comrades 
Trotsky and Vuyovitch wrote: "The crea- 
tion of the Anglc-,Russian Committee 
was, at a certain moment, a thoroughly 
correct step. Under the influence of the 
Leftward development of the working 
masses, the liberal labor politicians, just 
like the bourgeoisie liberals at the com. 
mencement of a revolutionary move- 
ment, took a step towards the Left in 
order to retain their influence in the 
masses. To hold them here was entire- 
ly correct." 

But the formation of a temporary bloc 
with reformists moving to the Left, and 
the establishment of clearly limited ob- 
jects and tasks for such a bloc— explain- 
ing plainly to the masses its true na- 
ture and limitations and preserving In- 
tact the freedom and independence of the 
Communists — -is one thing. What the 
Right-Centrist leadership of Stalin-Buch- 
arin actually did was quite another. 

The original basis for the Anglo-Rus- 
sian Committee was its existence as a 
"purely trade union bloc" for the achieve- 
ment of international trade union unity. 
This aim was hardly set down in the 
Comintern than it was extended far be- 
yond its original framework. To it, and 
to its reformist side in particular, were 
immediately attributed virtues and capac- 
ities that could lead not only to confus- 
ing the advanced workers throughout the 
world, hut to the downright catastrophe 
which the Brinish revolutionary move- 
ment and the Soviet Union actually suf- 
fered before very long. 

Entirely forgetting the fact that the 
British labor leaders represented an- 
other class, that they were its staunchest 
pillars (pushed momentarily to the Left 
by the discontentment of the masses, ) 
the Comintern apparatus commenced an 
international campaign in behalf of Pur- 
cell and Co., which brought the latter 
infinitely more prestige and profit than 
it did the Soviet Union or the Comintern. 
With the initiative and aid of the C. I., 
Purcell was toured throughout the world 
as the great apostle of proletarian unity 
in the struggle against capitalism. When 
he came to the United States, the Com- 
munist party and the T. U. E. L. were 
transformed into advertising agencies 
for a Purcell tour. Our press heaped un- 
bounded praise upon his undeserving 
head, his name was shouted from the 
Communist housetops, his report on the 
Soviet Union was hailed as a revolu- 
tionary classic. After his appearance at 
the A. F. of L. convention, he was de- 
picted as the St. George of the Inter- 
national class struggle fighting valiantly 
against the dragon of Gompersian reac- 
tion in the labor movement. To be sure, 
the American party leaders were only 
aping their confreres in the other part- 
ies, who, in turn, merely took orders from 
Stalin and Bueharin— but this did not 
make matters any better. And about 
w&om were these eulogies sung? About 
a man who, though one of the founders 
of the English Communist Party, de- 
serted it for the flesh-pots of bureaucratic 
trade union comfort, who sat in the 
General Council, a renegade Communist 
shrewd enough to go so far as to wave 
a red flag once in a while if it would 
help him retain control over the British 
working class. If that was not clear then 
— and the warnings of the Opposition 
n»ade it clear if nothing else did — it 
should have become clear a short time 
afterwards. 

The Stalinists and the A. B. C. 
Purcell only typified the English half 
of the A. R. C. ; he was even it« most 



radical representative. Yet this com- 
mittee was not only touted around the 
world by the Comintern apparatus, but 
the most extravagant virues and aims 
were attributed to it. In July li)26, 
Stalin declared that the task of the Com- 
mittee was '"the organization of a broad 
movement of the working class against 
new imperialist wars in general and 
against an intervention in our country, 
especially on the part of England, the 
mightiest of the imperialist states of 
Europe." in the same spirit, the official 
theses of the Moscow party committee 
announced that "The Anglo-Russian Com- 
mittee can and will undoubtedly play an 
enormous role in the struggle against 
all possible interventions directed against 
the L\ S. S. R." ; and further— something 
we always thought the Comintern alone 
could be: "it will become the organiza- 
tory center that embraces the interna- 
tional forces of the proletariat for the 
struggle against every endeavor of the 
international bourgeoisie to begin a new 

war." 

These two quotations suffice to plumb 
the depths of the Stalinist conception of 
the A. It. C. The Committee was no 
longer a temporary bloc with limited, 
concrete, immediate aims corresponding 
to the daily interests of the proletariat 
in a given situation. It had become, or 
•'will become" the organizing center of 
the proletariat against imperialist war 
and intervention against the U. S. S. R. 
In this manner, the Stalinist course in 
the Anglo-Russian Committee only follow 
consistently from the reactionary con- 
ception of "socialism in one country". 
According to it, Russian could build up 
its own nationally isolated socialist 
economy, "if" only foreign intervention 
could be staved off. With this in mind, 
an idea that must end in converting the 
Comintern into a Soviet border patrol, 
came the hunt for "anti-interventionists". 
The "trade union bloc" with Purcell and 
the other trade union bureaucrats quick- 
ly became a political bloc between the 
reformists of England and the Russian 
party bureaucracy, not for a moment, but 
for a long period of time. The Opposi- 
tion, on the contrary, which had never 
conceived the Committee as anything but 
a momentary agreement with the British 
labor leaders on a limited basis, _ as a 
step in mobilizing the reformist masses 
behind the Communists, declared : "The 
more acute the international situation be- 
comes, the more the A. R. C. will be 
transformed into a weapon of English 
and international imperialism." 

Theories are the condensed generaliza- 
tions of preceding experience. They are 
verified not only by the past but by 
the present and the future, because events 
do not merely repeat themselves, but re- 
peat themselves in a different manner 
and under different circumstances. Let 
us see how the two conceptions stood 
the test of events. 

(Continued in next issue) 

—MAX SHACHTMAN. 



Strikes and Repression 
in Spain 

(Continued from page 1) 
Spain a strike movement has broken out 
with renewed vigor. In the city of Sev- 
ille' a general strike is in progress. Ac- 
cording to the latest press reports it 
seems to be mounting in militancy. Police 
and Civil Guards areat hand in full force 
and Civil Guards are at hand in full force 
Governor of Seville states, threatens to 
"burn the 202 churches of Seville." We 
learn from the incomplete reports in the 
capitalist newspapers that there has 
been an almost complete shutdown of 
the industries of Seville. And its effec- 
tiveness in keeping out strikebreakers is 
attested to, in one instance, by the fact 
that soldiers had to man the bakeries. 

At *,he same time this latest outbreak 
is not local in scope. Iji Cadiz there 
were head on clashes between strikers 
and police. Strike cars, taxi service, 
shipyards and aeroplane factories were 
completely paralyzed hy the stirke in 
that city. In Madrid, Catalonia and other 
places rioting of a similar nature oc- 
curred. The repercussions of this move- 
ment were felt as far of as Algeria where 
shooting took place on the streets of 
Aigeciras in the course of a protest strike 
against the arrest of several syndicalist 
workers. 

It is also reported that this ia part 
of a nation wide monarchist conspiracy 
to restore Alfonso to the throne. While 
we can conceive of the possibility of such 
an attempt in view of the recent pro- 
nouncements of the Bourbons we are a 
little sceptical of such dispatches. 



many times, the party declares on order 
from the C. I. that between it and the I. 
L. r. there is "war to the death". A 
very noisy resolution signifying absolute- 
ly nothing. 

The resolution issued by the <..'. I. and 
accepted by the party leadership last 
January declares that during the strug- 
gle of hist September one could anly notice 
the slightest difference between the party 
and the I. L. P. This fact, which is due 
to the "Left" reformist policy pursued 
by the party in the time prior to and 
during last year's crisis, was pointed out 
by party members among whom this view- 
point w;is stifled and denounced. Now 
that one can perceive it, what is the 
remedy V As for the party leadership, it 
is "war to the dentil". But such an at- 
titude reflects only a week revolutionary 
policy, whereas a clear demarcation be- 
tween the policy of the C. P. and that of 
the I. L. P. makes such declarations su- 
perfluous. The difference is clear in it- 
self. The revolutionary party has a spe- 
cial role to fulfill and between it and 
"left" reformism there is a groat dif- 
ference, but the leadership of the party 
is afraid of repeating its past errors and 
lumps together the leaders of the Labor 
Party, those of the I. L. P. and at the 
same time, those workers in the ranks 
of the I. L. P. who are orientating them- 
selves towards a revdlutionary policy, 
and calls them all "social fascists" 
>Yhnt Is Hie I. L. P. 

The I. L. P.' occupies a rather impor- 
tant position in the British working class 
movement, not because it has a formid- 
able following, hut because the impotence 
of the party has fortified the idea among 
the workers that it is becoming a real 
center of opposition against the Labor 
Party. On the other hand it has a large 
number of individual adherents, and es- 
pecially of late, if is attracting those 
young workers who are entering the 
movement for the first time. 

Until now the I. L. P. has always' been 
a reform party. It has grown with the 
neo-trade unionism of the unskilled work- 
ers and has played a big role in push- 
ing large masses of workers towards an 
independent workers* policy. The social 
democratic federation which character- 
ized itself as Marxian but which Engels 
repudiated as sectarian, failed in this 
task; the I. L. P. was infected by the 
doctrines of radical liberalism and based 
its socialism on ethical conceptions and 
not on Marxism. Consequently it grew 
as a reformist party organized on this 
basis and it never has been otherwise 
During the war it adopted the pacifist 
point of view, and after the war it con- 
tinued to support the Labor Party and 
the leadership of MacDonald who up to 
several months ago was a member of the 
I. L. P. Its differences with the Labor 
Party began in actuality to manifest 
themselves during the last Labor Govern- 
ment. But these were always differences 
in words only ; behind ail the criticism 
was always to be found the implied sup- 
port of the Labor Government. 

But in the ranks of the I. L. P. the 
criticism had an effect which tended to 
carry it beyond the realm of words, and 
toward the struggle for a break with re- 
formism. The young members criticized 
the Labor Party leaders more and more 
and had little inclination to be satisfied 
with parliamentary maneuvers. This 
year we have seen the growth of un- 
official committees constituted to bring 
about a repudiation of the reformist doc- 
trines and to work for the adoption of 
a revolutionary policy hy the I. L. P. 
The I. L. P. leaders immediately trans- 
formed this movement into one for a 
formal break with the Labor party and 
the principal discussion has been for or 
against the breaking off of relations 
with the Labor Party. The leaders of 
the I. L. P. asked for the right to vote 
in the communes according .to the dictates 
of their conscience. The Labor party 
refuses this right and on such a ques- 
tion these revolutionary leaders spend 
hours of babbling, filling the columns of 
newspapers and holding record-breaking 
meetings I 

The Party must struggle against such 
leaders but it should distinguish between 
them and the members who are trying 
to point the way toward a revolutionary 
policy. Nevertheless the party adopts an 
attitude which signifies in reality "all 
those outside our ranks are enemies of 
the working class" an attitude which 
makes It impossible for the Party to win 
over the most militant sections within 
the reformist ranks. 

The British Left Opposition group is 
fighting against this policy ; it demands 
that the party while showing the weak- 
nesses of the policy advanced by the un- 
official committees; for example, their 
inability to give clear expression to the 
relation between the present struggles of 
the workers and the struggle for power, 
their lack of understanding of the role of 
a revolutionary party in the daily strug- 
gles and in the struggle for power, their 
equivocal statements on the subjects of 
civil war ; should be ready to struggle 
with them against the I. L. P. leaders 
and on questions of the daily struggle. 
Already some progress has been made 
in this -direction and several I. L. P. 
militants have been won over to the 
support of the viewpoint of the Left 
Opposition. 

On this question as on others members 
of the Left Opposition in England will 
carry on a consistent struggle against 
the false policy of Stalinism. 

— ANGLICUS, 
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The Right Wing in 
a Blind Alley 

The secret unity negotiations between 
the Party bureaucrats and Lovestone re- 
vealed once more the unprinclpledness 
and the cynicism which the disciples of 
Stalin bring to all important questions. 
Including the question of unity. On this 
point we have commented before, in con- 
nection with the reports of the negotia- 
tions which first appeared tn the Militant 
Bat this affair— our reports of which 
have been fully confirmed in all essen- 
tial particulars, no less by the denials 
of the Stalinists than by the explana- 
tions of Gltlow— has another important 
aspect. By it, with a more compelling 
logic than ever before, the hopeless 
position of the Eight wing is acknowledg- 
ed. 

If the unfinished horse trade stamps 
the rabid campaign of the Stalinists 
against the Right "renegades" with in- 
sincerity— and thereby serves to discredit 
ib— the effect on the position of the Love- 
atoneites Is still more annihilating. One 
has only to read the material on the 
latest unity maneuvers all together — the 
letters in the Militant, the self-refuting 
denials of the Stalinists and the long 
■winded apologetics of the Workers' Ag* 
—to understand that Lovestone Is seek- 
ing a favorable basis for "capitulation". 
The collapse of the Right wing on an 
International scale Is undoubtedly the 
chief reason for this move to give up the 
separate organization in America. A 
small item In the recent Issue of the 
Workers' Age, announcing a session of 
the International Bureau of the Brandler 
"Ipternational", gives the most convinc- 
ing evidence of thla disintegration. It 
is stated there that a session of the Bur- 
eau would be meaningless without the 
participation of the American section. 
Swallowing the flattery, which contains 
not the least nourishment, the Lovestone 
politicians could not help asking them- 
selves: "If the International organisa- 
tion of the Right wing depends on us, 
what good Is it?" A man who is un- 
able to swim himself cannot help an- 
other who Is drowning by Jumping Into 
the water after him. Besides, Lovestone 
was never a follower, of Christ, of whom 
it was said: "He saved others, himself 
he could not save". His motto is more 
modern and more American: "Look out 
for number one." 

This philosophy can draw no comfort 
from the catastrophic situation of the 
International Right wing. Bucharln in 
the Russian party capitulated to Stalin. 
A number of the roost prominent Brand- 
lerists iu Germany have gone over to 
the new Socialist Labor Party, while 
Brandler and Thalhelmer knock patiently 
at the door of Stalin. The leader of the 
Gzechoslovaktan Brandlerists— Neurath— 
Is breaking away in the direction of the 
Left Opposition, Everywhere is stagna- 
tion and break-up. No progress, no in- 
ternal consolidation, no firm ideology, no 
perspectives. 

The hopelessness, the futility, of the 
Brandler "International" becomes clear- 
er day by day. No wonder that the 
Lovestone leaders, foreseeing the inevit- 
able end — which, it must be admitted, 
required no special political acumen — 
prepare to desert the lost cause for an- 
other venture in the ranks of Stalinism. 



Lo and Behold!— the first idea that came 
to him was one that had been elabor- 
ated long ago by those whom he had 
expelled and slandered: the idea of eco- 
nomic collaboration with the Soviet Un- 
ion and long term credits. 

•Was Murphy ignorant of the source 
and origin of the idea that brought his 
downfall in the Party! It is not impos- 
sible. The denunciation of the Opposi- 
tion became such a routine matter for 
the flunkeys of Stalin that many of them 
found It unnecessary to read what they 
cpndemned. Here again the epigones 
elucidate the Bolshevik method reversely. 
If the revolutionary Marxists carefully 
study the works of all their opponents 
and report them conscientiously in order 
to refute them as they really stand with 
the greater precision, the Stalinists, for 
whom Marxism Is nothing but a false- 
face, require an unheeding ignorance of 
every viewpoint except the official one. 
An objective study of what others say 
without official authorisation, and above 
alt a careless repetition of an unofficial 
thought, unfits a man for the Stalin ma- 
chine. Murphy violated one of these 
conditions, if not both. Hence his «x- 
comm untcation. 

Murphy has issued a statement on the 
affair, a copy of which appears in the 
British New Lead* for May 20. In this 
statement he throws some light on the 
method of "ideological mobilisation" 
which he did a full share to bring to full 
bloom in the Party, and which is now 
brought into play against him. 
He says: 

"Within a few hours of the appearance 
of the Daily Worker artiele (the state- 
ment of the Political Bureau against him 
—Ed.) resolutions equally denunciatory 
began to pour in without a single per- 
son asking if I had anything to say, and 
before it was possible to become ac- 
quainted with the Issues which had been 
raised. (This) is an Indication of the 
automatic, unthinking way in which the 
Party machine operates and churns out 
its approval of resolutions." 

Yes, that is the way it is done, — "the 
automatic, unthinking way". It has been 
going on for a long time now, and it U 
not without reason and explanation. The 
Prusslanisatlon of the Party — enforced 
by those who abuse the good faith of 
the members and their confidence in the 
Comintern— was necessitated by the reac- 
tionary struggle against those who truly 
represent the ideas nd the tradition of 
the Russian revolution. They could not 
wage this struggle successfully any 
other way. But the structure based on 
these methods cannot stand. One crack 
after another appears in the foundation. 
The case of Murphy signifies another of 
these ominous cracks, and a very signi- 
ficant one too. 



N. y. Opposition Offers 

Cooperation in Elections 

to the Communist Party 

District Party Election 

Campaign Committee. 
Dear Comrades : 

The New York branch of the Commun- 
ist League of America endorses the 
Presidential election campaign of the 
Communist Party, its national and local 
candidates. Despite the fact that our 
delegates were not seated at the New 
York District Conference, we continue 
to endorse and will support the candi- 
dates with all the forces at our command. 

Last year, our delegates were also re- 
fused participation In the Conference. 
Nevertheless, we conducted a series of 
open air meetings all during the local 
campaign, in which we called upon the 
workers to vote for the candidates of 
the Communist Party. Through our 
press and other means, we continued to 
speak on the same line. 

No formal ousting will ever suffice to 
stop our activities for our Party, of 
which we are still a faction and in which 
we work as such. 

We will undertake all assignments 



Centrism « in General » and the Centrism 
of the Stalinist Bureaucracy 



by LEON TROTSKY 
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(Continued from lait issue) 
In the meantime this same ■ functionary bears the 
least resemblance to an incorporeal spirit. He eats 
and guzzles and procreates and grows himself a re- 
spectable pot-belly. He lays down the law with a 
sonorous voice, handpicks from below people faithful 
to him, remains himself faithful to his superiors, pro- 
hibits others from criticizing himself and sees in all 
this the gist of the general line. Of such functionaries 
there ar e a few million. A few million! Their num- 
ber is greater than the number of industrial workers 
in the period of the October revolution.* The major- 
ity of these functionaries never participated in the 
class struggle which is bound up with sacrifices, self- 
denials and dangers. These people in their overwhelm- 
ing mass were politically born already in the quali- 
fication of a ruling caste. They are backed by the 
given to us— which we hope to receive I 6 tate power. It assures them their livelihood and 
by return mail. If none are officially ... 

given, we will again carry out activities 
as we did last year and before. 
Comradely yours, 

HERBERT CAPBLIS. 
New York Branch of the 
Secretary 

Communist League of America 
(Opposition) 



BOUND VOLUMES OF PAMPHLETS 
FOB SALE 

Bound Volumes of the following pam- 
phlets by comrade Trotsky are now ready 
for sale: The Draft Program. Strategy 
of the World Revolution, World Unem- 
ployment and the Five Year Plan, Pro- 
blems of the Development oC the U. S. 
8. R., The Turn in the C. I. and the 
Situation in Germany, Germany — the Key 
to the International Situation, The Span- 
ish Revolution, The Spanish Revolution 
In Danger, and Communism and Syndi- 
calism. All these are bound In one vol- 
ume. 

The volumes are attractively bound in 
colored covers. The pamphlets are ar- 
ranged in the above order. Three of the 
pamphlets In the volume are out of print 
and cannot be had except by buying the 
bound volumes. These are the Draft Pro- 
gram, World Unemployment and .the Five 
Year Plan, and The Turn in the C. I. 
and the Situation In Germany. 

The number of bound volumes is limit- 
ed to ninety. Orders will be filled in 
the order In which they are received. 
Checks or money orders must accompany 
the orders. Comrades who want a copy 
of these bound volumes should order 
them at once. The price Is $2.00. 



Trotsky on the Disarmament Conference 



Hie Case of J. T. Murphy 

The sensational resignation of J. T. 
Murphy from the Communist Party of 
England, coinciding with a furious cam- 
paign against him in the official press 
is a striking illustraton of the fearful 
Instability of the Centrist regime. Just 
think: Murphy was one of the founders 
of the Party, and an outstanding mem- 
ber of the Central Committee. He was 
a wheel-horse of Stalin, not only in the 
British Party, but In the Comintern as 
well, and won many decorations for his 
part In the war against "Trotskyism". 
He preached the "monolithic unity" of 
the Stalinist appointees, and with his 
colleagues of similar kidney, he symbol- 
ized it Now, out of a clear sky, this 



In view of the serious political 
changes In Europe during the last few 
weeks, such as the elections in France 
and the fall of the Bruening government, 
the Lausanne conference, which is sched- 
uled to be held in the middle of June, 
takes on special importance. In this 
light, the following remarks by comrade 
Trotsky, made In an interview he grant- 
ed the Chicago Dally News at the time 
of the current Geneva conference, are of 
particular Interest for Communists and 
for all revolutionary workers. 



In Reply to Questions Posed by 
Uie Chicago Dally Ntfws 

(1) The fundamental cause of the 
crisis may he defined by a single word: 
capitalism. The specific character of 
this crisis is explained by another con- 
cept: imperialism, that is to say, mono- 
poly capitalism which is beginning to pu- 
trlfy within its own Insoluble contradic- 
tions. The rise and fall of Ivar Kreuger 
symbolyzes all of capitalism today. The 
official moralists are hurling their thun- 
der against the match king after the 
event. But he could have replied to 
them: why have you permitted me to 
dispose, according to my own wishes, of 
same Murphy is east out of the Party. If P^^«ve forces, which under the 
And those same epithets which he ban-| dlrectl0n ,°? a ^ um f e ■"*** ougM W 

died about so handily-"counter-revolu- Se ™ "jf^ "^" M ,, 

Will the capitalist world order survive 



tlonist", "renegade", etc. — are falling on 
his own head. 

The case of Murphy also illustrates 
how irresistibly, over what apparently 
contradictory roads and even through the 
Instrumentality of the most hostile per- 
sons, a correct political idea will make 
its way. Murphy lived politically, he 
maintained his position in the leading 
staff for years, by virtue of his readiness 
to repeat every slander against Trotsky, 
to condemn every idea of the Opposition 
as counter-revolutionary. And then, such 
is the cruel logic of politics, he finds him- 
self outside the Party because he can 
no longer condemn the Opposition slogan 
of "credits for the Soviet Union"! What 
irony! And what powerful testimony to 
the force of that slogan of the Left Op- 
position I 

Murphy haa not become a supporter 
Of the platform of the Bolshevik-Lenln- 
tets. Far from It Not In a day, nor 
even In a year, can a man cleanse his 
mind of the accumulated filth and poison ' Japan gratefully supports the pacifist ln- 



the present crlslB? The reply depends 
upon what is understood under the term 
crisis. Variations in the conjuncture ac- 
company the entire history of capitalism. 
In the past periods, the curve of capital- 
ism rose throughout ail the variations of 
the conjuncture. Today, it is declining. 
This does not exclude variations of the 
conjuncture tn the future. On the con- 
trary, these are Inevitable, But the 
present acute crisis can only be so at- 
tenuated that it will culminate into a 
higher paroxism in the next immediate 
stage. This wools tragic process can 
only end in the transformation of the 
whole social system. 

(2) Have I any hope of success at 
the disarmament conference? Not the 
least. But in this, I am not an excep- 
tion. The French project is sufficiently 
characterized by the fact that it has been 
presented by the Tardleu government At 
the same time that Erance supports the 
bloody work of Japan in the Far East, 



deposited through nine years of servile 
acquiescence to the epigones' reaction. 
But not even a Murphy, it seems, could 
remain wholly indifferent to the havoc 
that Stalinism has wrought in the British 
Party, He ventured, after a very long 
stupor, to resort to independent thought 
about the problems of the British work- 
ing class and their relation to socialist 
construction tn the Soviet Union. And— 



Itiative of France at Geneva. An incom- 
parable lesson for all peoples! The pro- 
ject of France provides for the creation, 
under the mantle of the League of Na- 
tions, of a new entente with the one 
aim of stabilizing the hegemony of 
French finance capital with the aid of an 
"international" army. 

But the American project also does 
not open any perspective. Present day 



wars are not conducted with the arms 
which the warfarlng peoples possess on 
the eve of war, but with those which 
they manufacture in the course of the 
war itself. The United States has, from 
this point of view, given a lesson to the 
entire world and to Germany in parti- 
cular. The outcome of the future war 
will be determined by the technical cap- 
acity of the belligerant countries. The 
more advanced the industr'al develop- 
ment of a country the more Interested 
is the country in a provisional "limita- 
tion" of armaments; for in such a case 
it will really be easier for It to provide 
Its army with the necessities. 

In the best ease, the conference will 
be terminated with hollow phrases. The 
failure of the Geneva conference will 
constitute a new Impulsion for the 
course toward armaments and will am- 
plify the war danger. 

The Franco-Japanese policy, its belli- 
cose as well as its "pacifist" side, is be- 
ing orientated ever more openly, not only 
against China, but also against the So- 
viet Union. That Litvlnoff, at the Gen- 
eva conference, expresses the honest de- 
sire of the U. S. S. E. not to enter the 
war, cannot be doubted by any attentive 
observer. But I wish the Soviet dele- 
gation had devoted a moment to pass 
over from the technical peace proposals, 
which even from an educational point 
of view do not bear any great importance, 
to a more active policy, that is, to say 
openly before the conference that which 
is, and in this manner to warn the peo- 
ples of the danger facing them. For if 
there is any force on our planet capable 
of "limiting" armaments on land and 
sea, it is the desire of the masses of 
the people. 

(3) The rumors in the press about 
my return in the near future, to the U. 
S. S. R. do not rest upon any serious 
Information whatsoever. It is much ra- 
ther a matter of Inventions caused by 
the highly charged general situation. It 
is needless to say that the faction to 
which I belong will put Itself entirely 
and completely at the disposal of the 
Soviet government. As a precedent, we 
can point out that in the period of the 
civil war of 1918-1920, Stalin, Voroshilov 
and others were in sharp opposition to 
the methods of conducting the war that 
I pursued in full agreement with Lenin. 
This did not at all prevent the opposi- 
tionists of that time from taking an ac- 
tive part in the struggles. 



What Is going on In Spain? 

Will Fascism suceeVd In Germany? 

These and other international events 
are reported regularly la tie column of 
THE MILITANT by correspondents on 
tbe scene, BEAD and SUBSCRIBE to 
THE MILITANT! 



raises them considerably above the surrounding masses 
They know nothing of the dangers- of unemployment, 
if they are gifted with the capacity to stand at atten- 
tion. The grossest errors are forgiver them as long 
as they are ready to fulfill the role of the sacrificial 
scape-goat at the required moment, and thus remove 
the responsibility from the shoulders of their nearest 
superiors. Well, then, has this ruling stratum of 
many millions any social weight and political influence 
in the life of a country? Yes or no? 

DANGERS OF WORKERS' BUREAUCRACY 

We know from older books that workers' bureau- 
cracy and workers' aristocracy is the social foundation 
for opportunism. In Russia this phenomenon has 
taken on new forms. On the foundation of the dicta- 
torship of the proletariat— in a backward country — 
surrounded by capitalism — for the first time a power- 
ful bureaucratic apparatus has been created from 
among the upper layers of the workers, that is raised 
above the masses, that lays down the law to them, that 
haB at its disposal collossal resources, that is bound 
together by an inner mutual responsibility and that 
intrudes into the policies of a workers* government its 
own interests, methods and regulations. 

We are not anarchists. We understand the neces- 
sity of a workers* government and therefore the his- 
torical inevitability of a bureaucracy during a transi- 
tional period. But we likewise understand the dangers 
that are inherent in this fact, particularly for a back- 
ward and an isolated country. The idealization of 
Soviet bureaucracy is the most shameful mistake that 
can be made by a Marxist. Lenin strived with all his 
might to raise the party as a self-acting vanguard of 
the working class above the governmental apparatus 
in order to control, check, direct, and, purge it, plac- 
ing the historical interests of the proletariat — inter- 
national, not only national — above the interests of the 
ruling bureaucracy. As the first condition of the 
party control over the government Lenin put the con- 
trol of the party mass over the party apparatus. Read 
over attentively his articles, Speeches and letters dur- 
ing the Soviet period, particularly for the lest two 
years of his life — and you will remark with what alarm 
his mind turned time and again to this burning ques- 
tion. 

THE FUNCTIONARY REPLACES THE BOLSHEVIK 

But what has happened in the subsequent period? 
The entire leading stratum of the party and of the 
government that was at the helm during the revolu- 
tion and the civil war has been replaced, removed and 
crushed. Their place has been taken by an anonymous 
functionary. At the same time the struggle against 
bureaucratism which was so acute in character during 
Lenin's lifetime, when the bureaucracy was not yet out 
of its diapers, has ceased entirely now when the ap- 
paratus has grown sky high. 

And indeed, who is there capable of carrying oa 
this struggle? The party as* a self -controlling van- 
guard of the proletariat no longer exists now. The 
party apparatus has been fused with the administra- 
tive. The most important instrument of the general 
line within the party is the G. P. U. The bureaucracy 
not only prohibits the criticism of the top from below 
but it prohibits its theoreticians from even talking 
about it and from noticing it. The mad hatred of the 
Left Opposition is aroused first of all by the fact 
that the Opposition talks openly about the bureau- 
cracy, about its particular role, and its interests, thus 
revealing the secret that the general line is inseparable 
from the flesh and blood of the new nationalistic ruling 
stratum, which is not at all identical with the prole- 
tariat. 

Prom the proletarian character of the government, 
the bureaucracy deduces its right of primogeniture to 
infallibility: how can the bureaucracy of a workers* 
state degenerate ! The state and the bureaucracy are 
thereby taken not as historical processes but as eter- 
nal categories: how can the holy church and its god- 
inspired priests sin! Yet, if a workers* bureaucracy 
which raised itself over the proletariat, waging battle 
in a capitalist society, could degenerate into the party 
of Noske, Scheidemann, Ebert- and Wels, why can*t it 
degenerate after raising itself over the victorious pro- 
letariat? 

The ruling and uncontrolled position of the Soviet 
bureaucracy is conducive to a psychology which in 
many ways is directly contradictory to the pschology 
of a proletarian revolutionist. Its own aims and com- 
binations in local politics as well as jn international 
politics are placed by the bureaucracy above the tasks 
of the revolutionary- education of the masses and with- 
out any connection with the tasks of international rev- 



olution. In the course of a number of years the Stal- 
inist faction demonstrated that the interests and the 
psychology of a "strong peasant", engineer, adminis- 
trator, Chinese bourgeois intellectual and British trade 
union functionary were much closer and more compre- 
hensive to it than the psychology and the needs of the 
unskilled laborer, the peasant poor, the uprising Chi- 
nese national masses, the English strikers, etc. 

But why, in that case, didn't the Stalinist faction 
lead to the very end its line of national opportunism? 
Because it is the bureaucracy of a workers' state. 
While the international social, democracy defends the 
foundations of the bourgeois sovereignity, the Soviet 
bureaucracy, not having achieved a governmental over- 
turn, is compelled to adapt itself to the social founda- 
tions laid down by the October revolution. Hence is 
derived the dual psychologh and policies of the Stalin- 
ist bureaucracy. Centrism, but centrism on the foun- 
dation of a workers' stats, is the sole possible expres- 
sion for this duality. 

Whereas in capitalist countries, the centrist group- 
ings are most often temporary or transitional in char- 
acter, reflecting the evolution of certain workers' strata 
to the right or to the left, under the cenditions of the 
Soviet republic, centrism is equipped with a much more 
solid and organized base in the shape of a multhnillion- 
ed bureaucracy. Representing in itself a natural en- 
vironment for opportunist and nationalist tendencies, 
it is compelled, however, to mainttain the foundations 
of its hegemony in the struggle with the kulak and at 
the same time to bother "about its "Bolshevik" prestige 
in the world-wide movement. Following its attempted 
chase after the Kuo Min Tang and the Amsterdam 
bureaucracy, which in many ways is close to it spirit- 
ually, the Soviet bureaucracy each time entered into 
sharp conflict with the social democracy which reflects 
the enmity of the world bourgeoisie to the Soviet state. 
Such are the sources of the present Left zig-zags. 

The eccentricity of the situation arises not from 
the supposed and special immunity of the Soviet bur- 
eaucracy to opportunism and nationalism but from 
the fact that, being unable to occupy a thoroughgoing 
national-reformist position, it is compelled to describe 
zig-zag between Marxism and national reformism. The 
oscillations of this bureaucratic centrism, in conform- 
ity with its power, its resources and the acute contra- 
dictions in its position, have attained an altogether 
unheard of sweep: from ultra-Left adventurism in 
Bulgaria and Esthonia to the allianee with Chiang 
Kai-Shek, Radich and Purcell; and from the shameful 
fraternization with British strike breakers to a com- 
plete renunciation of the policy of the United Front 
with mass organizations. 

These breakneck zig-zags would have been impossi- 
ble, were it not for the fact that within all Commun- 
ist sections a self- sufficient bureaucracy — i. e., inde- 
pendent of the party — had been formed. Here is the 
root of all evil! 

WHEREIN LIES THE STRENGTH OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 

The strength of a revolutionary party consists in 
the independence of its vanguard which checks and 
selects its cadres and while educating its leaders, grad- 
ually elevates them by its confidence. This creates an 
unbroken connection between the cadres and the mass, 
between the leader and the cadres and it induces in 
the entire leadership an inward confidence in them- 
selves. There is nothing of the kind in the contem- 
porary Communist parties 1 The leaders are appoint- 
ed. They handpick their aides. The rank and file 
of the masses is forced to accept the appointed lead- 
ers, around whom there is built up the artificial atmo- 
sphere of advertisement. The cadres depend upon the 
upper crust and not upon the underlying masses. Con- 
sequently, to a considerable degree they seek for the 
source of their influence as well as for the source of 
their livelihood outside of the masses. They draw 
their political slogans not from the experience in the 
struggle, but by telegraph. And in the meantime 
Stalin's files secrete incriminating documents against 
possible emergency. Each leader knows that at any 
moment he can be blown away like a feather. 

COARSENESS AND DISLOYALTY CHARACTERIZE 
THE BUREAUCRAT 

Thus, throughout the entire Comintern a closed 
bureaucratic stratum is being created which represents 
in itself a culture broth for the bacilli of centrism. 
While organizationally it is very stable and solid, for 
it is backed by the bureaucracy of the Soviet state, 
the centrism of the Thaelmanns, Remmeles and Co., is 
distinguished by extreme instability in political rela- 
tions. Bereft of assurance, which can be derived only 
from an organic jointure with the masses, the infalli- 
ble C. E. C. suffices only for monstrous zig-zags. The 
less it is prepared for a serious ideological battle, the 
more proficient it is in profanity, insinuations, anfcl 
calumnies. Stalin's portrait, "coarse" and "disloyal", 
as described by Lenin, is the personification of this 
layer. 

The characterization of bureaucratic centrism given 
above determines the attitude of the Left Opposition 
to the Stalinist bureaucracy: a complete and unqual- 
ified support in so far as the bureaucracy defends the 
boundaries of the Soviet republic and the foundations 
of the October revolution; an outspoken criticism in 
so far as the bureaucracy hinders by its administra- 
tive zig-zags the defense of the revolution and of so- 
cialist construction; a merciless resistance in so far 
as it disorganizes by its bureaucratic overlordship the 
struggle of the international proletariat. 

— L. TROTSKY. 
(From WHAT NEXT— Vital Qnestlons for the 
German proletariat) 
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The Communist Party's Election Platform 



It is to be expected that Communism 
will become a much more serious chal- 
lenge in these coming presidential elec- 
tions than hitherto. That Is so mainly 
because of the vital working class issues 
of the economic crisis and mass unem- 
ployment which is pressing harder every 
day for a solution, or at least for some 
measure of relief. (There will, of course, 
be no solution found in the elections un- 
der a capitalist regime, and it is not 
for this purpose that Communists parti- 
cipate. They will foster no such illu- 
sions within the working class. 

Nevertheless there is an opportunity, 
by the medium of the election campaign, 
to advance the development of the Com- 
munist movement and strengthen the 
working class politically. It is in this 
sense that the more serious challenge is 
presented. 

But the Communists are not the only 
fiorce appealing In the name ol the 
working class, ealllDg for its support and 
endeavoring to rally its ranks. Even the 
bourgeois politicians have not lost any 
of their power jof demagogy. And, it la 
well to remember that capitalism still 
controls all the main avenues of working 
class influence, propaganda and educa- 
tion. The Socialist party hopes to at 
least raise itself to Its former ievel of 
a contending force. It is stepping for- 
ward with a brand new platform, but as 
before cleverly designed to appeal to 
the working class and to the petty bour- 
geoisie. The tone and form of a num- 
ber of its demands have a more radical 
flavor than usual, even here and there 
a smell of militancy. Yet It is so con- 
strued that it contains no serious of- 
fense — not to speak of danger— -to the 
bourgeoisie. That, of course, is its ob- 
ject. While It will bear more analysis 
later, it suffices here to say that it is 
a reformist platform through and 
through. 

For the revolutionary workers the 
choice presented in these elections is an 
easy one. Their choice will be the Com- 
munist party. It is our choice. To many 
workers, however, who may be entirely 
sincere in gaining relief measures for 
their class, the distinction is not so clear. 
Many of those will undoubtedly yet 
have to learn by bitter experience. But 
even the elections should become a valu- 
able lesson. 

It la in view of this that the platform 
presented by the Communist party as- 
sumes special importance. The needs of 
the workers come more to the Sore dur- 
ing election times. Demands for amel- 
ioration of their distress become more 
pressing. The Communists . fight for 
these demands. But they do not expect 
a solution to issue out of the elections. 
That is entirely bound up with the rev- 
olutionary way nut. Immediate or par- 
tial demands contained in their platform 
are there for the purpose of more dir- 
ectly focusing the working class atten- 
tion, to become the cental points for 
the struggle of today, which must stead- 
ily develop toward the revolutionary 
way out. Hence that latter objective 
must first of all be clear in the Com- 
munist platform. 

Is that the case with regard to the 
platform submitted by the official party 
leadership? Not at all. It presents the 
revolutionary way out as a workers' and 
farmers' government — even in several in- 
stances calling it a "revolutionary gov- 
ernment". What does this mean? Does 
it mean the Proletarian Dictatorship? 
If so, It should be stated so precisely by 
that term. If this is not meant— and it 
cannot be under that formulation— it be- 
comes an opportunist adaptation to re- 
formist views. The slogan of a workers' 
and farmers' government is not an ad- 
aptation to American peculiarities, for 
here the working class constitutes tne 
overwhelming percentage of the popula- 
tion. The term a workers" and farmers' 
government In the accepted American 
sense is the reformist sense. When pre- 
sented that way in a Communist party 
platform it becomes a mockery on Marx- 
ism. 

We would, of course, not propose that 
the Proletarian Dictatorship become an 
objective for these elections. But as to 
the revolutionary way out it must be 
stated in that manner so that its definite 
proletarian and revolutionary basis be- 
comes clear. 

Only in this way can there be continu- 
ity in a revolutionary sense with the 
Immediate and partial demands advanced. 
Otherwise they stand alone as mere re- 
form, measures. 

Among the immediate demands, con- 
tained in the party platform, which gen- 
erally correspond with the working class 
needs today there appears, however, the 
one for self-determination for the Black 
Belt (for the Negroes). It would have 



House Passes 
Anti -Alien Bill 

The Dies anti-alien bill, the most vicious 
piece of anti-working class legislation in 
years, has Just been passed by the 
House of Representatives .The bill Is now 
in the Senate. That the Senate will act 
in harmony with their congressional 
brothers is a foregone conclusion . . . 
if not enough working class pressure Is 
brought to bear on the case. 

There is no time to be lost. The work- 
ers must respond immediately. To per- 
mit such a piece of legislation to go 

through would jeopardize the very lives 

Politicians" may "grant such concessions of those foreign class conscious workers 



would become a means of focussing at- 
tention upon It as an Immediate objec- 
tive which can become helpful in build- 
ing, strengthening and unifying the move- 
ment today. Its realization will natur- 
ally mean a step forward to a stronger 
class position. 

One proposition In the platform reads: 
"Even to force concessions NOW from 
the throe capitalist parties, there is no 
weapon so powerful as a yote for Cem- 
munlsm and participation in the" daily 
struggles led by tbe Communist Party." 
<emphasis in original). And, it adds 
the direct inference that the capitalist 



Fascists Moving to Power in Germany 



to "keep the masses from turning to 
Communism". This approach has noth- 
ing in common with Marxism. We do 
not ask the workers to vote Communist 
in order to force concessions from the 
capitalist parties. We do not ask them 
to participate in the daily struggles for 
this purpose. We ask the workers to do 
so because of our revolutionary objec- 
tive and to strengthen their position to- 
ward finally reaching this objective. 
Concessions gained are by products of 
the class struggle, hot our aim, and 
gained only because of our strengthened 
position against, and over the opposition 
of the capitalist parties. 

If we fail to educate, to organize and 
to prepare the working class for a clear 
understanding of, and for the attainment 
of the revolutionary objectives, tempor- 
ary concessions gained can, Instead of 
becoming partial victories on the way, 
be turned into retardation of the strug- 
gle. —A- S. 



in America who are Bubject to deporta* 
tlon is Fascist countries. The bill is of- 
fered as an 'economic" blessing In dis- 
guise. The purpose of the bill is to de- 
port all those workers who have found 
their way to Communism. The first 
workers to be affected will be those 
belonging to the Communist party. The 
shallow apology or the bill sponsors that 
those workers belonging to the Commun- 
ist party "under duress" are not to be 
intimidated is too transparent a piece of 
hokum to be deserving of any serious 
comment here. 

No greater opportunity for the party 
to apply the United Front correctly has 
presented Itself in a long time. This is 
a light for the elementary rights of the 
workers, native and foreign, to organize 
and join any party they see fit. The is- 
sue is too serious to be neglected. And 
any effort to evade the issue by arguing 
for a "united front from below" can be 
branded as nothing short of neglect. 
This can and must become a broad move- 
ment of the masses. It Is up to the 
Party to act correctly. 



The Veterans* March on Washington 



The march of the world war veterans 
on Washington has aroused national at- 
tention. The tenacity with which the 
impoverished ex-soldiers stick it out in 
their encampmen's in the capital and 
on their trek serve particularly to 
dramatize the tragic fate of this section 
Of the American working class, whose life 
and blood was bandied about so 
lightly-mindedly in the recent slaughter 
to make the world "safe for democracy". 

It is indisputable that the march of 
these desperate jobless workers, spontan- 
eous in its inception, is called forth not 
by motives that separate them from the 
rest of the class, but much rather by the 
Intense suffering they are going through 
in common with their other unemployed 
fellow workers as a result of the anarchic 
crisis brought about by capitalist man- 
agement and by the savagery of the 
profit system. 

The fact that they march as veter- 
ans only testifies to their desperate 
condition, in which they are forced to 
resort to any and sundry methods by 
which they will be enabled to get relief 
from their misery. This Is the reason they 
resort to the slogan of the bonus, which 
gains concreteness now by the fact that 
is up for action in the legislature of 
the capitalist government. 

The only organized force that under- 
stands the plight of the veterans and 
comes to their sincere support is the 
Communist movement, which has the in- 
terests of all sections of the working 
class at heart. It is therefore not at 
all strange that the enemies of the 
worker ex-soldlers, the capitalist class, 
its press and its police, direct their 
foremost attacks against the best friends 
of the veterans, against the Communists. 



There are all sorts of reactionary pro- 
vocataurs and government agents at 
work attempting to disrupt the ranks of 
the veterans by carrying on agitation 
against the more class conscious work- 
ers In their midst. It is their purpose 
to turn the movement Into anti-working 
class and anti-Communfst chanels. It 
must be made clear to the veterans that 
this is an attempt to Isolate their sec 
tion and to deprive it of the only form 
of mass support they have— the organ- 
ized support of their class and of their 
party, the Communist party. 

Isolation means defeat. Isolation Is 
the plan of the bourgeoisie which wants 
to evade every shape and form of re- 
lief to members of the working class. 
This holds true Cor the movement of the 
ex-soldiers as well. Their salvation lies 
In more Intimate contact, In closer col- 
laboration with the rest of their class 
and with the party of their class. 

Their interests are not apart from tbe 
interests of the twelve million unem. 
ployed workers as a whole. What they 
want is a form of unemployment relief. 
That Is also the need of the rest of 
the twelve million. 

The Communist party is in the fore- 
front of the struggle for unemployment 
relief and insurance. To carry out this 
struggle consistently, the party must 
strive for the utmost possible unity of 
the working class around the needs of 
the class as a whole. It is in this sense 
that it must act also in regard to the 
worker veterans. Unite the proletarian 
ex-soldiers with the rest of the class in 
the fight for unemployment relief and 
Insurance, in the struggle for the six- 
hour day and for long term credits to 
the Soviet Union. 



Events In Germany are moving with 
alacrity, the press reports from day to 
day. The direction of thla movement is, 
as has been pointed out, one that tends to 
extreme reaction, to the immediate pre- 
paration of the scene for the Fascist 
seizure of power. 

It is being confirmed daily that the 
relation between the Von Papen govern- 
ment and particularly its military back- 
bone — the clique around General Von 
Schleicher— toward the Hitler party is 
one of a herald i» a conqueror. The 
manifesto issued by the Junker cabinet 
last week was one long harrangue against 
the last vestiges of bourgeois democracy 
In the Reich. Even the Bruening gov- 
ernment — the government of the dictator- 
ial emergency decrees — is dubbed too 
radical! The whole document is evid- 
ence of the fact that the new ministry 
is blasting the way for the Nazi hordes. 

One of the three conditions posed by 
Hitler with regard to support of Von 
Papen has already been fulfilled. The 
Reichstag has been dissolved and new 
elections are scheduled for July 31. Af- 
ter three high strung election campaigns 
within the last three months, the extreme 
nervous tension that a new election brings 
with it cannot be underestimated. That 
Hitler should find such a situation highly 
favorable for his machinations is to be 
expected. In the meantime feverish 
preparations are being made by Hitler's 
allies in the administration to tighten 
every link in the reactionary chain, to 
unite all the dafk forces for coordinate 
action under Hitler's leadership. 

It is definitely known already that 
plans are In order to gain full control 
of the Prussian police force, the only 
Important armed contingent in the Reich 
that is not at present under the direct 
supervision of Von Schleicher. The man- 
ner In which this is being done is indi- 
cated by the recent reports concerning 
the erection of a dictatorship over Prus- 
sia by the Reich government. Since the 
Prussian state budget is short of fulfill- 
ment and since the state officials have 
been depending upon the federal author- 
ities for aid, the Von Papen cabinet alms 
to coerce the provincial administration 
into putting the armed forces directly 
at the disposal of his minister. 

Secret negotiations are also in process 
to reestablish the Nasi Storm Troops as 
a legal body. The brown shirts, a dis- 
patch says, are to drop their role of a 
"private army" and will be enrolled In 
the government service "under the guise 
of labor battalions". Their purpose Is 
to be intensified activity to demoralze 
the workers' organization, especially the 
trade unions, the "Republican Relchs 
Banner", etc. 

Another form of aid promised the Hit- 
ler forces by Schlelcher-Papen is abso- 
lute freedom of action and propaganda 
in the coming election campaign. For 
the first time. Hitler has been granted 
the use of the radio, which is state con- 
trolled. Every effort Is being made to 
insure the success of the contemplated 
National Socialist seizure of the state. 

On the other hand, systematic legal- 
ization of working class organizations is 
on the order of the day. There are 
rumors that in addition to the already 
proscribed Proletarian Freethinkers' So- 
ciety, the Young Communist League of 
Germany is to be driven underground. 
The paper of the Socialist Labor Party 
of Germany, the Sozialistlsche Arbeiter- 
zeltung, has been confiscated and its pub- 
lication suspended. Flank attacks of this 
sort against the working class are on the 



order of the day for the Von Papen gov- organizations on a centralized basis. 
ernment, the government that is clearing The Committees of action against Fasc- 



the road for Fascism. 

All these steps characterize the strat- 
egy of the German bourgeoisie at the 
present period, when the only solution 
for Its class is that of the open Fascist 
dictatorship which requires the stifling 
of every shape and form of proletarian 
democracy to make sure of the least 
possible resistance of the toiling masses 
to iis attempt at reducing their standard 
of living to the level of barbarism. De- 
spite the division of interests between 
the various sections of the capitalist 
class, that class as a whole realizes that 
the moment is decisive for it, that a 
"strong arm" to which it will have to 
make concessions of a political nature 
is the only means whereby it will be able 
to escape destruction at tho present 
stage. 

That Is the position of the working 
class in the face of this desperate deter- 
mination of the masters? In spite of 
the indisputable natural barriers creat- 
ed within it through the crisis and un- 
employment, the German working class 
nevertheless senses the danger confront- 
ing it and displays a distinct fighting 
spirit. The May Day demonstrations this 
year were far greater in attendance and 
far more militant in sentiment than has 
been the case flor years. The light- 
minded disregard of the Fascist menace 
by the treacherous social democratic 
leaders and by the confused and disor- 
ientated Stalinists has been overcome, in 
no small measure due to the sounding 
of the bocsin by comrade Trotsky and 
the Left Opposition. The working class 
has been made aware of the entire Im- 
port of the Hitler movement. It stands 
alert, it expects to fight. 

But for the present, all there is, is 
the desire to fight, the determination wot 
to let the enemy win without a strug- 
gle. The struggle itself has not yet been 
organized. The social democrats, the 
splitters and traditional traitors of the 
German masses, though their influence 
has been tremend&usly weakened by the 
realism with which the Hindenburg-Von 
Papen regime has exposed their policy 
of the "lesser evil", still hold the over- 
whelming masses of the workers under 
their sway. The Stalinist leadership of 
the Communist Party of Germany, by 
its isolationist theory of social Fascism 
and by Its ridiculous policy of ultima- 
tums, demanding a guarantee of leader- 
ship in advance from the workers, has 
not been able to utilize the miserable 
position of the social democracy at the 
present moment so as to give It its death 
blow. 

A great opportunity to sweep into the 
leadership of the masses disillusioned by 
reality with their social democratic mis- 
leaders, has been missed by the incap- 
able and stupidity bureaucratic ThaeU 
mann regime. But no more time is to be 
lost. It is a question now of defense in 
the face of an onslaught. The semi-turn 
toward a half-hearted united front with 
local organizations of the reformists, 
with the lower functionaries, must imme- 
diately be transformed Into a full turn. 
The social democratic leaders must be 
pushed into the alternative of joining 
with the Communists In the forthcoming 
struggle or of breaking with the masses 
still under their control. 

An open, sincere, full fledged turn Is 
the need of the day for the C. P. G. and 
for the Comintern. There Is no time to 
be lost In establishing the united front 
with the soeial democratic and reformist 



ism, proposed by the German Left Op- 
position must be organized without delay 
and coordinated for Immediate defense 
against the Fascists. The Fascists are 
concentrating their troops on the prole- 
tarian strongholds. They are preparing 
to encircle them. The encirclers must 
be encircled! 

The eleventh hour is at hand In Ger- 
many. Epoch-making struggles are ahead 
The working class has not yet been de- 
feated. It is still disorganized, it is still 
disunited. Only its fighting unity will 
stave oft the harbingers of a new bar- 
barism In Europe. International solidar- 
ity is the task of the working class of 
the world toward its German brothers. 
The call for the unity of the German 
workers is the concern of every proletar- 
ian in all the countries. What will hap- 
pen In Germany will be of decisive 
place for out workers' fatherland, the 
Soviet Union. The seizure of power by 
Hitler, involving a protracted Internal 
struggle which will pose most sharply 
the question of class against class, wjll 
Inevitably gain the support of the foreign 
Imperialists In the ultimate. 

Bourgeois Germany, under Hitler as 
well as under all the previous govern- 
ments, will remain impoverished, bank- 
rupt. It will not be able to carry on 
without foreign aid against its own work- 
ing class. In return for this aid. It will 
have t» resort to an attack on Soviet 
Russia to repay its debts. The advent 
of a Hitler regime means war against 
the U. S. S. R. On the day of Hitler's 
coming Into power, the Soviets will be 
faced with the most direct problem of 
defending their own frontiers. The Left 
Opposition, with the Russian Bolshevik. 
Leninists at their head will be in th* 
front rank3 of this defense. 

The struggle In Germany poses the 
question of world revolution once more 
In an acute and realistic form. It spells 
defeat for the reactionary tehory of na- 
tional socialism, it opens up new per. 
spectlves of international action tor the 
proletariat. It brings the day of reckon- 
ing between Stalinist Centrism and Bol- 
shevik-Leninism very close. The Worker 
Communists must be on the alert The 
fate of Communism, the fate of the rev- 
olutionary working class stands before a 
new test. 



The Economic Crisis, the Unemployment Situation and the Working Class 



With the passing of its two and half 
year mark, the economic crisis is still 
on its downward spiral. Now, however, 
the American government has moved 
much more actively into Its orbit It 
has created a number of auxiliary In- 
struments, outstanding among which are 
the Reconstruction Finance Corporation 
and the Young Committee, the latter es- 
tablished by the New York Federal Re- 
serve Bank and expected to be followed 
by like committees In other federal re- 
serve districts. By this is provided a 
more harmonious blend of interests and 
purposes of monopoly capitalism and it* 
executive organ at Washington, D. C. 
But. because of Its occuring within the 
framework of the strongest of the world 
Imperialist powers, this mobilization of 
capitalist resources assumes special 
significance. 

The sum and substance of the propos- 
als made by this combination of forces 



__ _ _ Is the "expansion" of credits and the 

been far more in "keeping with Marxism' measures which flow from such an ob- 
to substitute in its place the correct jective. The aims It holds in view are: 
slogan for economic, social and political pi rs t, to restore, within capitalism, the 
equality for the Negroes. But Is It ac- confidence In the continuity of the pro- 
cldental that there is no demand for the cess of production, which is badly 
sEhorter workday? Even the socialist shaken by the prolonged crisis. Second- 
parties In the pre-war period demanded \ ly, an endeavor to Increase commodity 
the eight-hour workday, during elections ' prices In the hope of extending a con- 
and after. Today the demand shryuld be ^acting market. Thirdly, to neutralise, 
tbe six-hour workday without reduction 'or at least check the fall in the rate 
of pay. As a part of tbe t *tform a\ ol profit by restoring * rate whica will appropriate. 



make possible to resume the cycle of 
reproduction. This latter Is to be accom- 
plished essentially and most directly by 
increasing the intensity of exploitation 
and depressing wages below the value 
of labor power, or in other words, to 
reduce the whole standard of living of 
the working class. 

How well these alms are being realiz- 
ed, or in the process of being realized, 
with the capitalist measures proposed, 
It Is necessary for us to examine. But 
we must first of all bear in mind that 
this crisis, a3 weli as other such crises 
in capitalism Is essentially one of over- 
production of capital — an overproduction 
of the means of production to the extent 
that they serve as capital, that Is, serve 
for the exploitation of labor. The credit 
system itself is the main lever of over- 
production because of its forcing of the 
process of reproduction to its extreme 
limit. Consequently the efforts for fur- 
ther expansion of what already con- 
stitutes a superabundance of credits, al- 
though largely Idle, and-regardleS3 of its 
immediate results, will, without fall, 
resolve itself into more acute contradic- 
tions in the next historical stage. 

This question we propose to take up in 
detail, but before that, let us take a look 
at the crisis and its present sweep, still 
moving downward. To elucidate, the re- 
statement of a few fundamentals will be 



It is one of the laws of capitalist pro-; From 1899 to 1929, In American manufac- 
duetion and which its develoment car-' turing Industry, th*e number of wage 
ries with it, that compared to the total, workers Increased by 85.5 percent While 
capital which it sets in motion and com- their nominal average wage Increased 
pared to the constant part of capital' 206 per cent, yet their share iof the 
(means of production and raw materials) I produce of their labor declined from 41.4 

there is a relative decrease of the varia- * 

ble part of capital (labor power). In 
other words, compared to the growing 
mechanization of industry the need for 
labor power diminishes relatively. The 
same number of workers can in the same 
time produce an ever growing amount of 
commodities. And, the number of em- 
ployed workers are continually on the 
decline compared la the mass of the 
means of production and the commodities 
produced. It follows that that portion 
of living labor which Is unpaid and re- 
presents surplus value Is likewise on the 
decline compared ^o the value of total 
capital invested. This results in the 
fall of the profit rate. But the increase 
of the mass of the absolute surplus value 
appropriated by the capitalists, or the 

mass of profit, on the other hand, pro-j(. nat alao the sp ecinc capitalist mode of 
vtdes for the growth of the total capi- proi juetiQn develops. Accumulation leads 



' per cent to 38 per cent due to the fact 
that during this period the value added 
by the process of reproduction repre- 
sented a 556 percent Increase. Express- 
ed In monetary form, In 1899 the value 
thus added amounted to $1,025 per work- 
er. In 1929 It had increased to $3,824. 

This clearly illustrates the growth oi 
the Intensity of production due to mech. 
animation of industry. But It also in a 
sense gives a picture ol the accumulation 
of capital. 

In the process of reproduction the 
increasing mass of surplus value, or un- 
paid labor, appropriated by the capital- 
ists, leave an ever growing part to be 
turned into additional capital. The 
capitalist mode of production accelerates 
the accumulation of capital. But with 



tal — an ever growing accumulation of 
capital 

We have not figures available showing 
the actual relative growth of constant 
capital over variable capital. But the 
following figures, once before published 
in lite Militant, Illustrate the trend of 
the growing mechanization of Industry: 



to an increased concentration of the 
means of production and a growth of the 
domination over labor. 

The credit system which at first served 
as a modest helper of accumulation has 
now become transformed Into an Im- 
mense stoclal mechanism for the centrali- 
(Continued on page 2) 



«SociaIist» Revolt in Chile 

Led by the wealthy landowner and 
former ambassador to the United States, 
Carlos G. Davtla, a new military junta 
has come Into power In Chile. Utilizing 
the crying discontent of the Chilean 
masses as an aid to their demagogy, 
Da vila and his henchmen shamelessly 
fooled the workers and peasants into 
support of their coup d'Etat. 

Taking a lead from their social-Dem- 
ocratic half-brothers, Da vila and Co., 
at first issued proclamations of various 
"Socialist" reforms that the new govern- 
ment was to inaugurate. The first dis- 
patches declared the new government 
was going to nationalize industry and 
socialize property. Various other social 
reforms were to follow. In fact, the dis- 
patches declared, they were going to 
model their regime after til Soviet 
fashion ! 

It is more than likely that Wall Street 
had something to do with those scare 
dispatches which were to act as a warn- 
ing to the military clique in power not 
to go too far. The latest news eman- 
ating from Chile and quoting Davlla dir- 
ectly Is prompt in denying the — "wild 
rumors about confiscating private pro- 
perty"- — and more particularly "nation- 
alizing foreign holdings." The junta had 
heard Its masters's voice. The latest 
dispatches now tell of modelling tho gov- 
ernment after the "Socialist" fashion of 
Spain. A very commendable pattern af- 
ter which to model a military junta! 
Paper reforms and oppression is now on 
the order of tbe day. Strikes, unless thej 
have the sanction (!) of the government, 
are prohibited. The universities are to 
be re-organized so as not to permit stu- 
dent strikes. About the only "revolution- 
ary" demand still left on the plank of 
this bunch of political hf-j ackers is the 
demand for the pawnshops to return arti- 
cles pawned without demanding inter- 
est! 

Like most of the week-end Latin Amer- 
ican revolutions, this one too, undoubt- 
edly came about as a result of the con- 
flicting desires of the two most Inter- 
ested imperialist nations in Latin-Amer- 
ica—the United States and England, 
The fact that the United States has been 
forcing England out all along the line 
Is Boo obvious to require too much men- 
tion here. England, from having the 
foremost Investments in Chile prior to 
the war. now plays a poor second fiddle 
to the richer and mightier uncle across 
the sea. The nitrate and copper Inter- 
eats of the United States have practic- 
ally eliminated England as a serious 
contender to exploitation of the Chilean 
workers and peasants In these fields. 
Davlla, the ambassador to Wall Street 
(sic), will see to it that the northern 
[uncle's property is well protected. 
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A Food Worker Writes 
About His Union 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

The situation in the Poodworkers' In- 
dustrial Union is very bad. UTo put it 
more correctly, it is going from bad to 
worse. Tills is the result of the ruin- 
ous policy the party bureaucrats have 
imposed upon the organization 

I will try to present in tills article as 
clearly as possible the real situation In 
the union, without touching the theor. 
etlcal question as to whether the FWIU 
is reaily "revolutionary" and whether the 
splitting away from the Amalgamated 
Food Workers was a correct policy *>r 
Communists to pursue.* 

To present fully what happened in the 
union ever since the split with the AFW 
would be too hard for -me. Fpr two rea- 
sons. First, I took no leading part then 
in the union. Secondly, I must admit 
that thanks to The Militant's policy on 
the trade union question, which I have 
begun to follow recently with much care, 
I have been able to see more clearly how 
false the party's policy in the union. 
Secondly, I must admit that thanks to 
question, which I have begun to follow 
recently with much care I have been 
able to see more clearly how false the 
party's policy in the union has been. 

I am convinced that the only way out 
of the present crisis in the union is with 
the policy of the Left Opposition. 

According Co official reports, when the 
split took place and the union was or- 
ganized, the membership was more than 
2500. Today, it hardly reaches TOO and 
Bo more than about 450 in good stand- 
ing. Conditions in union sbjops, especi- 
ally in the cafeterias, are no different 
from those in the open shops. In some 
cases they are even worse. For instance, 
in the Chester and Royal cafeterias, the 
buh girls work 10 hours per day at $12 
per week, while in the Willow and other 
chain stores, women work 8 hours a day 
at $14 per week. 

This is not an accident. It corresponds 
fully to the policy recently adopted by 
the leadership of the union and ap- 
proved by the T. U. U. L. The policy is 



MILITANT BUILDERS 

Our reiterated appeals for subs and 
for a staff of Militant builders continue 
to bear fruit. Comrades and sympath- 
izers are responding with subs and ex- 
pressions of their esteem for our Mili- 
tant. A comrade from Kansas sends us 
a dollar with the encouraging words : 
" and must say the Militant is abso- 
lutely right." A comrade from Pennsy- 
lvania asks for "■ — —a copy of several of 
yjur latest papers. Also price of same 
as we wish to subscribe." From Calif- 
ornia came the following: " 1 do not 

feel able to afford a cash donation with- 
out something in return, so enclosed find 
$1 for which please send me 2 copies 
per week— so I will have another copy 
to pass out. This is an excellent idea. 
Comrades who can do the same are in- 
vited to begin at once. Order a second 
copy for someone else. A comrade in 

Brooklyn writes : "■ I'm only a step 

ahead! of starvation but I'm enclosing a 
quarter and hope you can continue my 
sub for a while." You bet we will ! 

Best of all is the announcement from 
our Minneapolis comrades. Says com- 
rade Coover: "- — -Send me 50 or more 1 
Militant sub blanks. We are going to^ 
attempt to build the Militant circulation 
some more." Good idea ! With this kind 
of spirit and the results which are sure 
to follow we should build the Militant 
circulation closer to what we want it 
to be. Financially it should help us to 
weather the storm which still rages un- 
abated. 

In last week's issue we made a mistake 
which we want t» correct. We offered 
a free copy cf the bound volume of com- 
rade Trotsky's pamphlets to each com- 
rade who raised $10 in subs and dona- 
tions. It shkiuld have read : a free copy 
of the bound volume to each comrade 
who raises $4 in subs. But these must 
be subs which he gets from workers 
other than himself. What we want is 
a staff of active pluggers. We are seri- 
ous about this question of building the 
circulation of the Militant and increasing 
our influence among the Left wing and 
party members particularly and among 
the workers as a whole. For this we 
need a permanent staff of comrades one 
of whose chief duties will be to get subs. 
In line with this idea for the period 
of the summer months we are offering a 
free copy of the new book by comrade 
Trotsky, Problems of the Chinese Rev- 
olution, with each one year sub to the 
Militant. This is everyone's chance to 
kill two birds, with one stone. In send- 
ing in subs comrades should remember 
to ask for their free copies. The staff 
and its record follow : 

C. K. Hedlund 

O. Coover 

M. Beardsiee 

M. Kjoehler 



Bj approach as many bosses as possible 
and to ask them to allow their workers 
to join the union without having any 
conditions in mind. As it was reported 
by one of the organizers "when they sign 
up plenty of sbjops, they'll declare a 
strike for conditions." A fine policy! 
It seems they have learned a good les- 
son from the fakers in the A. F. of L-, 
who with just such a policy and with 
the aid of the Bosses Association organ- 
ized local 302 of the countermen, used 
as a scab agency and as injunction serv- 
ers against the FWIU. 

Our "revolutionary" tactics within the 
anion have helped tp strengthen this 
local. For instance, the same methods 
of expulsion used by the fakers of the 
A. F. of L. against the Communists are 
being applied against militant union men 
who dare criticize the eurocrats. In 
many cases, workers were fired by the 
bosses for upl^lding the union conditions 
without being protected by the organiza- 
tion under the pretext that we are not 
strong enough to resist. This attitude 
made the workers passive and gave the 
bosses a chance to hire help from employ- 
ment agencies. Finally many, v/orkers 
from the industrial union and many 
shops as a whole fell into the hands of 
the A. F. of L. 

Even members of the sbop delegates, 
council, who are elected by the member- 
ship, were expelled from the council and 
branded as destructive elements for the 
same reasons mentioned above. The re- 
sult of the bureaucratism is that in 
the last four or five months not a single 
meeting of the shop delegates' council, 
executive or membership meeting has 
been held that was not broken up witft 
fist fights. Party and fraction decisions 
are considered by th© workers as spme- 
Ihing against their interests. The party 
member realize this. But decisions from 
above must he carried out. 

On the united front, the most impor- 
tant problem that the labor movement 
faces eoday, nothing is being done of ac- 
tual value. A united front conference— 
"from below" — was held six months ago 
in which the delegates were members of 
our own union and 3 or 4, self-appointed. 
Even for us party members, including 
from the A. F. of L. and the A. F. W. 
the leaders, the united front question 
still remains as an unsolved puzzle 
On the Financial Question 

. The financial expenses of the union are 
extremely high, not due tp its activities 
(because for more than a year, outside 
of the famous mass strike of fish work- 
ers, no other activities have been con- 
ducted), but because of the heavy staff 
of organizers. It is almot unbelievable 
that 7 full and 3 part-time organizers 
with 3 office girls should have to make 
up the staff of a union that has no 
more than 450 to 500 members in go»d 
standing. Of course, in a period of or- 
ganization drives, even a bigger staff is 
necessary, but in this oasa; it is a matter 
of a permanent staff. 

In order to balance even the wage ex- 
pense of the union regularly, heavy as- 
sessments were levied on the membership 
time and again under the pretext that 
ganization drive. This drive never took 
this money was to be used for the or- 
place. Nor was a report made where 
the money went and when the Initiation 
fee was finally increased and the amount 
of dues payment doubled, the whole bur- 
den fell on the backs of the workers in 
the sh.jps whose conditions I have al- 
ready mentioned above. A few days ago, 
a "reorganization" took place. But this 
means nothing. Such 'reorganizations' 
have already taken place several times 
in the past. There are, besides, 
many other reasons why the union goes 
from bad to worse. It would be ridicul- 
ous to expect any change from above to 
remedy this. This task belongs to the 
sincere party members. Now is the time 
to act. We moist not wait until the 
union is entirely destroyed. 

—A FOODWORKER. 



Trotsky Greets Unser Kamf 



To the Editorial Committee of the Jewish 
Paper UNSER KAMF (Organ of the 
Communist league of America). 

Dear Comrades : 

The appearance of your paper was of 
itself a very important step forward. 
The first successes of the paper show 
that it was a necessity. Yes, and could 
it have been doubted even for a minute? 

The Jewish workers in the United 
States are a large and important part of 
the whole proletariat of the country. 
Historical conditions have made the 
Jewish workers susceptible to the ideas 
of scientific Communism. The very fact 
of the dispersement of the Jewish work- 
ers in a number of countries should in- 
still in them and does instill in them the 
ideas of Internationalism. In view of 
just this alone the Communist Left Op- 
position has every reason to count upon 
a big influence among the Jewish pro- 
letarians in the United States. What 
characterizes the Left Opposition pri- 
marily is its profound international 
character. Precisely because of this it 
must speak in every national language. 
The existence of an independent Jewish 
publication serves not in order to separ- 
ate the Jewish workers, but on the con- 
trary in order to make those ideas which 
combine all the workers in one interna- 
tional revolutionary family available to 
them. You, it is understood, reject de- 
cisively and intransigeantly the old Bund- 
ist principle of federation of the national 
organization. Wo stand entirely on the 
grounds of democratic centralism. The 
Jewish workers won over by your paper 
must struggle in the general ranks of the 
Communist League and the mass organi- 
zations of the American proletariat. In 
so far as your paper will develop and 
strengthen, it may also assume signific- 
ance beyond the boundaries of the Uni- 
ted States and Canada : in South Amer- 
the bureaucratized Comintern reflects it- 
link of the proletariat. The policy of 
rights, the Jewish workers are a weak 
economic sense and in the sense of civil 
iea, in Europe and Palestine. In the 
self most disastrously on the most op- 



pressed and disfranchized part of the 
proletariat : in Poland, in the Baltic 
regions, in France, evidently also in Pale- 
tine. The working class cannot march 
towards its liberation by command. Rev- 
olutionary courage and political will can 
be strengthened only with the aid of 
creative ideas which the workers must 
learn independently <|jii rough criticism, 
deliberation and examination by experi- 
ence. Without this, the very sources of 
the movement inevitably dry up. And we 
see in actuality how the largest national 
sections of the Comintern, in spite of 
the exceptionally favorable circum- 
stances, suffer defeat after defeat. 

The workers are capable of withstand- 
ing the harshest political blows if they 
have the possibility of thinking through 
the reasons for failure and independently 
to extract from it all the necessary con- 
clusions for the future. But the curse 
lies in the fact that the bureaucracy of 
the Comintern Is not only incapable of 
leading the workers to victory, but can- 
not even permit them to think through 
the reasons for defeat. After each new 
blow of the enemies, the Centrist bureau- 
cracy on its part hits the workers over 
the skull, prohibiting them from think- 
ing, criticizing and learning. This cri- 
minal regime becomes the chief sources 
of disappointment and apathy. The first 
victims of the jblows from the class cn- 
ey as well as from the Centrist bureau- 
cracy fall, as already said, are the weak- 
est links of the working class. 

Your paper is the organ of the Com- 
munist League. Its immediate task is 
to gather the Jewish workers in Amer- 
ica under the banner of Marx and Lenin. 
The more successfully this work is car- 
ried out the sooner it will rise to an 
international height, the more the ideas 
of the Left Opposition will penetrate into 
the midst of the Jewish workers of the 
Old World, the U. S. S. It. included. 

With m y whole heart I greet your 
paper and I shall try to be useful in your 
work with everything I can. 
Yours. 

— L. TROTSKY. 
Priukipo, May 9, 1032. ' 



The Crisis, Unemployment and the Work 



* A programmatic statement ion the 
situation in Foodworkers Industrial Un- 
ion will appear in The Militant shortly. 
--Ed. 



A. Basky 
M. Basin 
P. Vomvas 
J. Eichna 
C. Curtis 
A. Ehrlich 
M. Reinl 
J. Booth 
T. Halligan 



4 
i 

3 
3 

2 J-2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 
1-2 
1-4 



The record by branches is as follows: 

Minneapolis 8 

New York 7 3-4 

Pittsburgh 4 

Toungstown 3 

Chicago 2 1-2 

Philadelphia 2 

Miscellaneous 2 



Pioneer Publishers Notes 

With the publication of Problems of 
the Chinese Revolution announced else- 
where in this issue, we add another 
weapon to the arsenal of revolutionary 
internationalism. The Chinese Revolu- 
tion of 1925-1927 will be as decisive for 
■us today as the revolution of 1905 was 
for the movement of the last decade. 
This new wjork by comrade Trotsky is 
the first Marxian analysis of the world 
shaking events of five years ago. It Is 
indispensable to an understanding of tlie 
present situation in the Far Bast It is 
a fundamental contribution to the colo- 
nial question. 

We have been inexcusably late in get- 
ting it out. Now that it is on sale let us 
make every effort to give it the widest 
distribution possible. Get orders for it 
now, at once. Place it in book Btores 
and in libraries. The cloth cover copies 
should make this fairly easy. And re- 
member that a free copy goes with each 
one year sub to The Militant 

With each day our stpek of literature 
is getting lower. Some of the pamphlets 
are already out of print Others are 
running out of print. 

Those that are out of print can still 
be had in the bound volumes. There 
are only about ninety Of these. When 
these are gone they will be unavailable 
except for chance copies picked up here 
and there. And they are going. Orders 
are coming in for them. We are filling 
these as they come in. None are put 
aside for future sale. Comrades who 
want them should order them at once. 



(Continued from page 1) 
zation of capital. It caused an enor- 
mous extension jof the scale of produc- 
tion and of overproduction of capital. 
The general process of capitalist pro- 
duction brings forward ever more its 
antagonisms wf monopoly, developed pro- 
ductive forces and the poverty and re- 
stricted consumption of the masses. In 
this process, the credit system accelerates 
the violent eruptions of these antagon- 
isms, the crisis. 

"The stupendous productive power de- 
veloping under the capitalist mode of 
production relatively to population, and 
the increase, though not in the same pro. 
portion, of capital values (not their ma- 
terial substance), which grow much 
more rapidly than the population, contra- 
dict the basis, which, compared to the 
expanding wealth, is ever narrowing and 
for which this immense productive power 
works, and the conditions, under which 
capital augments its value. This is 
the cause of crises." ( Marx, Capital, 
Vol. Ill, page 313.) 

In the light of the above it should 
new prove interesting to examine the 
present level of percentages of capacity 
production reached after two and a half 
years duration of the crisis. The New 
York Times index for the first quarter of 
1932 gives the following results: 

Industry February March April 
Pig Iron production 31.5 27.9 24.9 
Steel Ingtot " 31.1 2C.4 25.0 

Electric Power " 73.1 72.4 71.3 
Bituminous Coal " 62.5 74.5 71.3 
Automobile " 33.5 27.4 80.3 

Boot and Shoe " 90.7 96.6 91.0 
Zinc " 41.9 41.3 40.1 

Cotton consumption 71.5 73.2 56.8 
Freight car loadings 61.7 60.1 58.2 
For the combined business index, of 
which the estimated "normal" is 100, we 
get the following figures : 

Combined business 62.6 61.6 57.2 
Wnlj, the stupendous productive power 
developed under the capitalist mode of 
production contradicts the basis, and the 
conditions under which capital augments 
its value. And it is not altogether un. 
natural that the New York Times com- 
ments cynically in an editorial, of Sun- 
day, June 5th, (entitled— TJiis Crisis 
and Others— 'The break-down ia perman- 
ent. The sharply curtailed consumption 
today is not primarily a reflex of a dis- 
tress cut in income but a return ip the 
'natural' level (sic!). The unemploy- 
ment figures of today are not emergency 
figures. They register the permanent 
effect of our triumphs in industrial ef- 
ficiency, in methods and machines (hear, 
hear). Taking care of perhaps 8,000,000 
persons out of work is a big problem, 
hut one that can be solved if it is a 
temporary problem. But what the coun- 
try must now look forward to is this 
huge mass of idle workers as a perman- 
ent feature of our evonomic life. Such 
is the fatal difference 'in kind' today." 
Yes, this is the salient point of the 
crisis today and for the future prospects. 
The New York Times wants to warn its 
( bourgeois readers. We must similarly 
warn the working class to draw its own 
conclusions. 

We would not .accept the above amem- 
ployment figure as accurate. In reality 
it is surely a good deal larger than that. 
Exact figures are not available. The 
bourgeois government fears to have such 
a computation made. But the index fig- 
ures published by the Department of 
Labor give us somewhat of an idea. Its 
index figures ate based uqon returns 
from eighty-nine industries since the 



ers 

end of 1930 and on fifty -four for the earl- 
ier dates given. They compare as fol- 
lows for April this year w}th April of 
previous years, with the average for the 
full year 1926 reckoned as 100: 

April, 1932 62.2 

April, 1931 75.7 

April, 1930 69.1 

April, 1929 99.1 

April, 1H26 101.0 

April, 1923 H0.8 

In this connection it will be well t» 
also note the fall in the total payroll 
from the same index, covering the same 
industries and the same months. It will 
be useful for our further analysis. The 
payrolls for April compare as follows: 

April, 1932 44.7 

April, 1931 68.5 

April, 1930 89.8 

April 1929 104-6 

April, 1920 191.5 

April, 1923 105.7 

There is shown here an ominous dis- 
parity in the much greater drop in total 
payroll when compared to the drop in 
employment. This is indicative for the 
future working class prospects. A per- 
manent, huge unemployed army and a 
reduced standard of living. But what 
the working class will do in this situa- 
tion still remains the decisive question. 
The return to the "natural" level, as 

. tho New York Times so cynically puts 
it, embodies these prospects for the Am- 
erican working class. The return aims 
to restore uonfidenee, within capitalism, 
in the continuity of the process of re 
production, to extend the market and to 
restore a rate of profit on existing capital 
on this "natual" basis. But capitalism 
pladuces for an unknown market. And, 
the contradictions between the expan 
sion of capital and the market limita- 
tions leads to ever deeper crises. 

Capitalist production, as a continuous 
connected process, first of all produces 
and reproduces the capitalist relations. 
Henceforth these will be the relations of 
yet greater concentration of capital — 
means of production which serve as 
capital, serve for the exploitation of 
labor — with greater intensity jof exploita- 

i tion and with an ever growing section 

' of the workers in enforced idleness. 

j "The real barrier of capitalist pro- 
duction is capital itself. It is the" fact 
that capital and its self -expansion ap- 
pear as the starting and closing point, 
as the motive and aim of production ; 
that production is merely production for 
capital, and not vice versa, the means of 
production mere means for an ever ex. 
panding system of the life process for 
the benefit »f the society of producers." 
(Marx, Capital, Vol. Ill, page 293.) 

— ARNE SWABECK. 
(Note: Another article on the Crisis, 
Unemployment and the Working Class, 
particularly dealing with the present ef 
forts for expansion of credits, will ap- 
pear in the next Issue of The Militant 
—Ed.) a 
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RUSSIA: MARKET OR MENACE? 
By Thomas D. Cnnti*ell 

Lougmunns, Green and Co., 

New York, Toronto and. Loudon 1932. 

148 pages. 

The appearance of this book urging 
American business men to develop trade 
with the Soviet Union by the extension 
of long-term credits, and eventual legal 
recognition, makes it instructive to draw 
a balance of the present state of this 
question in the ranks of the working 
class and its vanguard 

Mr. Campbell is a large scale agricul- 
tural capitalist, owner of a 95,000 acre 
giant farm at Hardin, Montana, a Mech- 
anical and Agricultural Engineer, special 
expert and adviser to the Soviet Govern- 
ment i" 1929-1930 in the development of 
large scale Soviet farm organization. 

He marshals arguments convincing if 
only from the purely business point of 
view; for extension of credits: (1) "It 
has, during the past fourteen years paid 
all its obligations promptly and in full"; 
(2) "For many years to come Russia 
will be the world's greatest consumers' 
market for all kinds of manufactured 
goods"; (3) WiH relieve American de- 
pression; (4) "American banking and 
financial institutions . . . have sold to 
the American public since the war, two 
and a half billion dollars of German 
securities, a portion of which have been 
used by the Germans to extend credit 
to Russia." (5) "Germany has received 
a Hood of orders from Russia including 
575,000,000 worth of industrial equipment 
since April 15, 1931." (6) Stable Gov- 
ernment. "It is my opinion that Russia 
would not now be the important nation 
she is, if Joseph Stalin and his support- 
ers had not succeeded in displacing the 
more-violent revolutionists of the Trotsky 
type . . . Stalin is a strategist of an- 
other sort, a man who can advance or 
retreat, thrust or parry, denounce or 
defend, and still advancing towads bis 
ultimate goal." The American bourge- 
oisie will agree with him, 

These arguments and others are ad- 
vance by Campbell to assure timid busi- 
ness men that trade with Russia is a 
gaud business proposition, repeating 
again and again that he is firmly op- 
posed to Communism in any form. 

That Campbell represents a live view 
among certain strata of American manu- 
facturers is attested to by the recent re- 
solutions of the Toledo and Cleveland 
Chambers of Commerce, basing themselves 
on a three million dollar loss of orders 
from the Soviet Union due to the "short- 
sighted diplomatic policy" of the govern- 
ment, they want an immediate cessation 
of playing with this question, and demand 
recognition of the Soviet Union as a basis 
for revival of certain American indus- 
tries. 

The cry has been taken up by the 
Democrats in their anti-administration 
propaganda and proposals have come be- 
fore congress. It may become a substan- 
tial secondary campaign issue in the com- 
ing elections. 

The slogan of long-term credits and 
trade with the Soviet Union has a pow- 
erful political apepal to workers suffer- 
ing unemployment in the present crisis 
There is no question of the response 
that the Communist party and its auxil. 
laries got, after they reluctantly adopted 
this "counter-revolutionary" slogan Be- 
cause of their hesitant, "tongue-iu-the- 
cheek" policy, however, there has been 
no real effort to build on this key slogan 
Abstract and pacifist slogans of "Defend 
the Soviet Union" type have been sub- 
stituted. 

In spite of the obvious effectiveness of 
this slogan in connecting up the fight 
against capitalist misery directly with 
the cause of the Workers Republic, lit- 
tle progress has been made in the ranks 
of the American workers. It still re- 
mains for certain business men's groups 
to take the lead in this question, motiv- 
'ated by real loss of orders, shut-down of 
their plants, and panic at the extent of 
the crisis. How silly the burocratlc 
"arguments" about this slogan lending 
aid to the capitalists in stabilizing their 
industry. As if credits for the Five Year 
Plan program would eliminate the gig- 
antic contradictions of chaos and glut 
in the capitalist market. 

A roost astounding revelation in this 
bqok is the lengths to Which Stalin has 
gone in his false "strategy" of "deceiving 
the bourgeoisie." While secret negotia- 
tions take place with capitalist magnates 
and diplomats for recognition and ex- 
tension of credits as, for example, be- 
hind the scenes at Geneva, Sokolnikov in 
London and Bogdanov of the Amtorg 
in New York, in these manipulations be- 
hind the backs of the workers, the prin- 
ciples of the movement are bartered for 
a possible recognition or a possible exten- 
sion of credits. That explains Litvinov's 
defection in signing the Kellogg Pact. 
Not the bourgeoisie but the workers are 
thus deceived afc to the aims of the 
Workers Republic in the international 
class war. 

But aside from disastrous consequences 
o£ the false theory of national socialism 
in world politics, you have the petty "-de- 
ception" of the world bourgeoisie thru 
the medium of Stalin's interviews — the 
famous "twofold" gollcy, talking with one 
face to the workers and another to the 
bosses, and occasionally getting the 
faces mixed. 

Campbell reports: "He (Stalin) urihesi- 
tatingly admitted, with disarming frank- 
ness, that under Trotsky there had been 
an attempt to spread Communism through- 
out the world. He said that was the 
primary cause of tbe break between him- 
self and Trotsky. That Trotsky believed 
In universal Communism while he wanted 
to confine his efforts to his ewn coait. 
try. He explained that they had neither 
the time nor the money to try to eommnn- 
ize the world, even should they wish to 
do so, and that his own chief Interest 
was to Improve the conditions of the 
people In Russia, without any Intorfea 



ence wiiatsoever from the government of 
other countries." 

That this is an authentic statement 
can be shown by the following fact: 
"Upon leaving, he told me that the inter- 
preter would prepare a typewritten copy 
of our conversation, which I received 
two weeks later hi London, signed "3. 
Stalin", and with this note— "Keep this 
record, it may be a very [historical docu- 
ment some day." (What arrogant con- 
ceit '. ) 

Are the bourgeoisie really fooled by 
tltese utterances? Note the wave of 
editorial irony in the capitalist news- 
papers about Stalin's back to capitalism 
(sic) nmvement in the questions of the 
new decree on individual sale of cattle 
and grain and the piece work system in 
the factories. They place a correct eva- 
luation on Stalin's interviews and "two- 
fold" propaganda. 

And finally, let us examine the views 
*if the author himself, who so earnestly 
cxtolls the virtues of Stalinist leadership. 
"Communism" he says, "Thrives only in 
dark places, the cesspools of the world 
, . . (despite the depression) the pro- 
ducers of America's manufactured goods 
were 4 loth to deal with Russia. They held 
aloof during those first years after the 
revolution WHEN RUSSIA WAS DOMIN- 
ATED BY RADICALS OF THE MOST 
PERNICIOUS BREED, who threatened 
to overthrow our government and those 
of the other great nations. Years before 
the financial crash of 1939, the militant 
advocates of world revolution have been 
banished from Russia and expelled from 
the Communist party which rules Bus. 
sia's 160 million people" 

Oh! What a tangled web we weave, 

"When first we practice to deceive !" 
—CARL COWL. 



FILM REVIEW 

NOT "ALONE" COMRADE! 

The film, "Alone", produced by Sovkino 
of the U. S. S. R. and shown at present 
at the Cameo Theatre, is a signincent 
portrayal of life in Soviet Russia, not 
in the heroic days of the devolution, but 
at the present time, in the days of strug- 
gle against the kuiaks and nepmen. 
Briefly told the story depicts the bleak 
but enlightening experience of an inma- 
ture girl Just out of Normal School who 
is sent most unwillingly to teach the 
children of a backward tribe away off at 
the edge of civilization in the Altai re- 
gion of Siberia. 

Here a village Soviet exists but we are 
made quickly and convincingly aware 
that although forms have changed, the 
underlying reality has mot. The rich 
kulak who has divided his large nock of 
sheep forming the wealth of this region, 
among his "poor relatives" (the usual 
Action), still wields the power. He uses 
the very Soviet to exploit the worker- 
shepherds, helped along by the lazy and 
inefficient bureaucrat assigned as head of 
the Soviet. 

The young Moscow girl, at first bewil- 
dered through lack of experience, comes 
soon to a realization of actualities, parti- 
cularly when the nepman-kulak invades 
the class-room to withdraw the older 
children to make them tend the flock. 
She comes into conflict with the crafty 
kulak and when he attempts to slaughter 
the sheep, the main source of food supply 
for the village, for his own private profit, 
her appeal to the head of the Soviet be- 
ing unavailing, since he has no "instruc- 
tions", she decides to apeal to the high- 
er-ups at the provincial center. Here she 
makes the mistake of accepting the help 
of the class-enemy who offers to drive 
her in his sleigh and she finds herself 
deserted, alone, in the trackless waste 
of snow. However she is found and 
against the opposition of the bureaucrat 
the village poor sent an appeal for help 
to save her life. An aeroplane docs the 
rest. Meantime the village poor are 
aroused and force the regeneration of 
the Soviet by holding elections and cast- 
ing out the bureaucrat. 

We are informed that this picture of 
conditions as they now exist kindled a 
heated discussion in Moscow. Criticism 
was levelled at the playing up of a "star" 
as against the picturing of the "masses". 
Nevertheless, after the usual preview be- 
fore selected workers to decide whether 
the film should be released to the Russian 
masses, these workers voted favorably 
on it as giving a true picture. In spite 
of which, the Cameo billboards repeat 
an announcement that this picture will 
probably never be seen publicly in Rus- 
sia. 

May we not conclude that the criticism 
as to "star" technique is just a wee bit 
disingenuous? That actually the bureau- 
crats felt more than uncomfortable under 
its too direct exposure of how, although 
they are not counter-revolutionaries, they 
play directly into the hand3 of the class 
enemies? 

Yes, aimed at bureaucracy in Siberia, 
it struck home in Moscow as the work- 
ers could not fail to understand. No, 
the film must not be allowed to give aid 
and comfort to the Left Opposition ! It 
is too symbolic of our own struggle for 
the regeneration of the Soviets. We 
heartily recommend the film to party 
comrades. 

—J. WEBER. 
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IN THE INTERNATIONAL OF LABOR 

and Ne>rs of the W orking Class and Revolutionary Movements 

Trotsky on the Labor Party Question 



A Letter From England 



LONDON, ENGLAND 

No doubt you have already heard of 
the expulsion of J. T. Murphy from the 
Communist Party of Great Britain. Since 
I be struggle between Murphy and the 
political bureau of the party began over 
the question of credits to the Soviet Un- 
ion, details of the discussion which led 
to J. T. Murphy's resignation and sub. 
sequent expulsion may be of interest to 
American comrades. 

It must be remembered that Murphy 
Is an old member of the party and lias 
been for years on the central committee. 
He was for two years the British party's 
Comintern repesentative, one of the ablest 
men — maintaining all due proportions 
produced by the British party, an effec- 
tive speaker and writer and a capable 
politician. Murphy was, moreover, fore- 
most in the fight against "Trotskyism". 
He wrote the preface to the English edi- 
tion of the "Errors of Trotskyism" and 
at the party's convention of 1927 moved 
the resolution endorsing Trotsky's ex- 
pulsion from the party. It will be seen 
that J. T. Murphy has an excellent re- 
cord in the service of Stalin. 

In tbe April number of the Communist 
Review, Murphy advanced the slogan of 
"Credits to the Soviet Union". He pre- 
faced this with a vicious attack on the 
Left Opposition and, having cleared him- 
self of any suspicion in this direction, 
proceeded to argue that the slogan of 
"Credits" would be an effective weapon 
to aid the Soviet Union. The article 
appeared. Nothing was said. The May 
issue of the Communist Review contained in & avoided the question. The U. S. S. 



to Manchuria and Scream about war, to 
say that such a slogan was not needed 
at this stage and to condemn Murphy for 
"moving nearer to the position Of the 
cou nter-re vol u tio na ry T rotsky ists" . 

Murphy has since published articles 
in the socialist press, admitting that he 
did advance arguments which tended to 
cover up the danger of war. His articles 
fail to explain why the discussion con- 
ducted between himself and the poiburo 
was kept seeret and why, when attacked, 
he resigned from the party. The discus- 
sion commenced, according to Murphy, in 
March if not earlier. The article in 
which he openly advocated credits ap- 
peared in April. Ail those C. C. members 
who are now rushing into print to de- 
nounce Murphy saw it and, read it and 
by their silence accepted it until told by 
the secretariat — Rust and Pollit — to do 
otherwise. For over two months the poi- 
buro and Murphy concealed their differ- 
ences from the membership and only 
Murphy's resignation forced the matter 
into the open. Not open struggle, not 
education of the membership by open pol- 
itical discussion, but diplomatic eorres- 
ponence and the covering up of differ- 
ences within the leadership— this is the 
line of the political bureau and Murphy. 

Murphy started by accepting the theory 
of "socialism in one country" and built 
up his arguments for the "Credits" 
slogan on it. As a result, his tree bore 
reformist fruits. The poiburo, in reply- 



negotiating for them, but the poiburo 
believes with Stalin that diplomatic 
negotiation can secure more than mass 
pressure. This, they say, is a matter for 
the Soviet diplomats — keep the workers 
out of this. 

It is here that our group of the Left 
Opposition takes up the matter. Making 
use of comrade Trotsky's pamphlet — 
Unemployment and the Five Sear Plan — 
we are urging in the party that such 
a slogan can be an effective part of our 
immediate struggle. Those who argue 
that the U. S. S. R. is independent of 
world economy are going to find it very 
difficult to explain why the Soviet Union 
is negotiating credits and why we can- 
not advance It as a main slogan in the 
present stage of the struggle. But then, 
clear explanations and the honest facing 
of political issues is not the strong point 
of the party leadership. Moiotov, Stalin 
have spoken — means must be found to 
agree. 

— ANGLICUS. 



no suggestion that there was any dis- 
agreement save thut Murphy was no 
longer editor. 

Then, on May 11, there appeared a 
statement in the Daily Worker that 
Murphy was expelled for the propaga- 
tion of "a nti- working class views and 
the desertion of the working class fight 
against war, starvation and repression 
at a decisively critical stage in the class 
struggle". Murphy's arguments were 
that the more credits we could obtain, 
the more trade there would be between 
Britain and Russia, the less inclined the 
capitalists would be to declare war on 
the Soviet Union. The political bureau 
correctly drew attention to certain state- 
ments in the article which would weaken 
the agitation against the war menace. 
But on the central point of the quarrel 
the political bureau wag silent. They 
avoided any .definite statements on 
whether or no the slogan of "Credits" 
was correct, AH they did was to point 



R. needs credits, is at this moment 
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I havo reread the theses of the Second 
Conference of the American League con- 
cerning the question of the Labor Party. 
I find it excellent in every part and I 
subscribe to it with both hands. I find it 
necessary to emphasize my full agree- 
ment with those theses all the more as 
my interview to the New York Times of 
March 1932 gave rise to misunderstanding 
and misinterpretation, especially on the 
part of the Lovestone group. 

1. What was my idea on the "Labor 
Party" in that statement? I stated that 
American politics will be Europeanized 
in the sense that the inevitable and im- 
minent development of a party of the 
working class will totally change the 
political face of the U. S. This is a 
commonplace for a Marxist. The ques- 
tion was not of a "Labor Party" in the 
specific British sense of that word but 
in the general European sense without 
designating what form such a party 
would take or what phases it would go 
through. There was not the slightest 
necessity in that interview to enter into 
the internal tactical differences within 
the Communist ranks. The translation 
of my Interview from the Russian text, 
which employs the words "rabochaya 
partia", into the English was defective 
in that it permitted one to make a con- 
crete and specific interpretation of what 
should have been general. 

2. One can declare that even the 
general term "party of the working 
class" does not exclude a "Labor Party 
in the British sense. Be that as it may. 
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(Oolitinued from last issue) 
The Test of Events 

The first really serious test of the 
Anglo-Russian Committee was the Brit- 
ish general strike of 1926 which broke 
out in the midst of the great miners' 
strike. Just as metals are best tested 
in heat, so all the assurances of friend- 
ship for Russia, of loyalty to British 
labor and enmity to British imperialism, 
freely given by Purcell and Co., were 
subected to a decisive test in the flames 
of the general strike. And Just as the 
Opposition had warned, the British Gen- 
eral Council, its Left wing as well as 
its Right wing, revealed its disgracefhl 
cowardice and treachery, its fundamental 
loyalty to British imperialism, its hatred 
and fear of the revolutionary proletariat. 
After nine days of the general strike, 
in which a revolutionary situation was 
engendered, in which the strength of the 
ruling class rested not so much upon its 
immediate ranks as it did in the 
strength which the labor leaders, Left 
and Right enjoyed in the working class, 
the General Council deliberately deliv- 
ered the death blow to the general strike 
and to the miners whom all the other 
workers had struck to defend. In face 
of the extremely militant mood of the 
workers, in face of the pitiful helpless, 
ness of the bourgeoisie, in face of such 
phenomena as the refusal of numerous 
armed regiments to proceed against the 
strikers, ail the trade union lackeys of 
the* ruling class rushed to the govern- 
ment buildings to confer with the king's 
ministers on how to crush the move- 
ment. The "red" veneer with which the 
"Left" labor leaders had coated them- 
selves was wiped off in a patriotic, 
frenzy. The financial aid sent the strik- 
ing miners from Russia was indignantly 
returned with the epithet of "the damn- 
ed Russian gold". The red flag was 
hastily dropped for the Union Jack. Pur- 
cell and Co. proved to be not the "or- 
ganizatory center that embraces the in- 
ternational forces of the proletariat for 
the struggle", but a most reliable prop 
of a desperate ruling class. Had the 
whole affair been played out according 
to the plot of a stage drama, It could 
not have presented a more annihilating 
indictment of the Stalinist view and con- 
firmation of the Opposition's. 

And where was the Committee as a 
whole during these stirring days of mag- 
nificent struggle and base treachery? As 
Kautsky said plaintively about his Sec- 
ond International: it was only an in- 
strument of peace: in times of acute 
conflict, it was worthless. 

More correctly, it was worthless to the 
revolutionists, to Soviet Russia. But to 
the British labor fakers it had a dis- 
tinct value. Purcell, Hicks, Swales and 
Citrine utilized to the maximum the 
prestige accruing to them out of their 
formal and inexpensive collaboration 
with the Bolshevik representatives In the 
Anglo-Russian Committee. Instead of 
helping to emancipate the British mass- 
es from the chains of their false lead- 
ers, the A. JR. C. served these leaders as 
a "Bolshevik" shield from the blows of 
the rank and file, and particularly of 
the British Communists. Purcell could 
easily defend his treason from the at- 
tacks of "his own" Communists by say- 
ing: The Russian Communists are dif- 
ferent, as you see, they do not attack 
me as you do. Quite the contrary, they 
sit together with us in friendly confer- 
ence. 

The Demands of the Opposition 

What olid the Opposition demand? That 



the prestige enjoyed among the British 
workers by the A. R. C. and by its Rus- 
sian half in particular should be util. 
ized to expose the treason of the British 
leaders, it demanded a demonstrative 
break with Purcell and Co. because of 
their open betrayal, so that the latter 
could no longer hide behind the Russian 
trade unions. Stalin and Bucharin vio- 
lently opposed the break— the same 
Stalin and his apparatus (it seems in- 
credible!) who today consider it a crime 
to propose a united front not only to 
the Purfelis but even to the ordinary, 
misguided "social fascist" worker who 
still follows the Purcells. 

The Committee was now beginning to 
be Justified by Bucharin and Co. on the 
grounds of "political", of "Soviet", of 
"diplomatic" requirements. And it is al- 
legedly on this basis that a disgraceful 
"united front" wag maintained with Pur- 
cell and Co. for more than a year after 
the abominable betrayal of the general 
strike! The Anglo-Russian Committee, 
it was argued, would prevent British in- 
tervention against Russia and thereby 
enable the Soviet republic ... to build 
up socialism undisturbed. This fatal 
tragedy was played until the Berlin Com- 
mittee conference in April 1927. What 
was accomplished then? Did the Com- 
mittee protest the bombardment of Nan- 
king by British imperialism? No! Did it 
protest the British raid on Arcos in Don- 
don? No! Did it say a word about the 
treachery of its British half during the 
general strike and the miners' strike? 
No! Then what did it do? It adopted 
a resolution in which the Russians de- 
clare together with the Englishmen: 

1. "The only representatives and 
spokemen of the trade union movement 
are the Congress of the British Trade 
Unions and its General Council: 

2. "Esteems, at the same time, that 
the fraternal union between the trad» 
union movements of the two countries, in- 



corporated in the Anglo-Russian Commit- 
tee, cannot and must not violate or re- 
strict their rights and autonomy as the 
directing organs of the trade union move- 
ment of the respective countries ; nor 
interfere in any manner whatsoever in 
their internal affairs". 

This document, which could not but 
have a stunning effect upon the British 
revolutionists, marked the high water 
mark of the Staiin-Bucharinist capitula- 
tion to Purcell and Co. (who in turn 
"capitulated" to Baldwin and the Brit- 
ish bourgeoisie at every decisive moment) 
— and all in the name of tne theory of 
"socialism in one country". 

The Anglo-Russian Committee was on* 
disappointment after another to thos« 
who sowed Illusions about it and those 
who accepted these illusions as Bolshe- 
vism, it was a signpost on the road of 
degeneration of the ruling regime in the 
Russian party and the International. It 
was one of the natural fruits of the 
theory of national socialism. It was the 
best example of how the united front 
should never he made. Its only positive 
aspects were its negative aspects, that 
is, the only good to come out of the 
whole experiment was in learning from 
its fundamental defects and avoiding 
them in the future. 

But to learn— is forbidden. To learn 
from this tragic experience which set 
back the British revolutionary movement 
for years and hurt the Soviet republic, 
means to reveal the deep abyss of re- 
visionism into which Stalin and Bucharin 
had dragged the International. And in 
forbidding it, its lessons remain unavail- 
able to the Communist masses. Yester- 
day's mistakes lie at the bottom of the 
innumerable blunders (this time lu the 
opposite direction) which are being made 
today. But the Opposition is working 
with history at ita side and therein lies 
the great hope for the coming day. 

—MAX SHACHTMAN. 
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However, such an eventuality has noth- 
ing to do with a precise tactical ques- 
tion. We can. admit hypothetically that 
the American trade union bureaucracy 
will be forced, under certain historical 
conditions, to Imitate the British trade 
union bureaucracy la creating a kind of 
party based upon the trade unions. But 
that eventuality, which appears to me to 
be' very problematical, does not constitute 
an aim tor which the Communists must 
strive and on which one must concentrate 
the attention ot the proletarian vanguard, 

3. A long period of confusion in the 
Comintern led many people to forget a 
very simple but ausoluteiy irrevocable 
principle: that a Marxist, a proletarian 
revolutionist, cannot present himself be- 
fore the working class with two banners. 
He cannot say at a workers' meeting: I 
have a ticket for a first class party and 
another, cheaper ticket for the back- 
ward workers. If I am a Communist, 1 
must fight for the Communist party. 

4. On© can say that under the Amer. 
ican conditions a "Labor Party" in the 
British sense wcuid be a progressive step 
and by recognizing this and stating so, 
we ourselves, even though indirectly, help 
to establish such a party. But that is 
precisely tne reason I will never assume 
the responsibility to aifirm abstractly and 
dogmatically that the creation of a 
"Labor Party" would be a "progressive 
step" even in the United States because 
I do not know under what circumstances, 
under what guidance, and Tor what pur- 
poses that party would be created, it 
seems to me more probabie that especial- 
ly in America, which does not possess 
any important traditions of independent 
political action by the working class (as 
Chartism in England, for example) and 
where the trade union bureaucracy is 
more reactionary and corrupted than it 
was at the height of the British Empire, 
the creation of a "Labor Party" could be 
provoked only by mighty revolutionary 
pressure from the working masses and by 
the growing threat of Communism. It 
is absolutely clear that under these con- 
ditions the Labour Party would signify, 
not a progressive step but a hindrance to 
the progressive evolution of the working 
class. 

5. In what form the party of the 
working class will become a genuine mass 
party in the United States in the imme- 
diate future we cannot prophesy because 
the socialist and "Labor" parties differ 
greatly in tee various countries, even in 
Europe. In Belgium, for example, we 
see an intermediary sort of party arise. 
Certainly the phases of development of 
the proletarian party in America will be 
sui generis (unique). We can only af- 
ilrm with the greatest assurance : Espec- 
ially since the U. S., In the period from 
1921 to 1324 has already had an impor- 
tant rehearsal in the creation of a 
"Labor" or "Farmer-Labor" Party, a 
resurrection of a similar movement can- 
not be a simple repetition of that experi- 
ence but a far more pregnant and more 
crystallized movement, i. e., either un- 
der the guidance of the revolutionary 
Communist party or under the guidance 
of reformist elements against the grow- 
ing Communist party. And if even in 
1321-1924 the Communist party did not 
find great possibilities for independent 
action inside the organization of an in- 
choate "Labor Party" it would have less 
possibility in the new phase of an ana- 
logous movement. 

6. One can imagine that the trade un- 
ion bureaucracy and its socialist and 
left democratic advisers may show them- 
selves to be more perspicacious and be- 
gin the formation of a "Labor Party" 
before the revolutionary movement be- 
comes too threatening. In view of the 
groping empiricism and provincial nar- 
rowness of the American labor bureau- 
cracy and the aristocracy of labor, such 
perspicacity seems very improbable. The 
failure of such an attempt in the past 
shows .us that the bureaucracy, so ten- 
acious in its immediate aims, is absolute- 
ly incapable of systematic political aetlon 
on a great scale even in the interests of 
capitalist society. The bureaucracy must 
receive a blow on the skull before taking 
such a "radical" initiative. However, if 
the creation of a "Labor Party" would 
prevent, in a certain period great suc- 
cesses of Communism, our elementary 
duty must be, not to proclaim the pro- 
gressiveness of the "Labor Party" but its 
insufficiency, ambiguity, and limitedness 
and its historical role as a hindrance to 
the proletarian revolution. 

Must we join that "Labor Party" or 
remain outside? This is not a question 
of principle but of circumstances and 
possibilities. Tbe question itself has 
arisen from the experience of the British 
Communists with the "Labor Party" and 



the great new school which searches 
everywhere for some method that goes 
over its feeble head. 

8. To consider a "Labor Party" as an 
integrated series of united fronts sign- 
ifies a misunderstanding of the notions 
both of the united front and ot the party. 
The united front is determined by con- 
crete circumstances, for concrete aims. 
The party is permanent. In a united 
front we leave our hands free to break 
with our temporary allies. In a com- 
mon party with these allies we are bound 
by discipline and even by the fact of 
(he party itself. The experience of the 
Kuo Min Tang and of the AngloJtussian 
Committee must be well understood. The 
strategic line dictated by the lack of a 
spirit of independence of the Communist 
party and by the desire to enter into the 
"big" party (Kuo Min Tang, "Labor 
tarty") produced inevitably all the con- 
sequences of the opportunist adaptation 
to the will of tbe allies, and through 
them, to that of the enemy. We must 
educate our cadres to believe in the In- 
vincibility of the Communist idea and In 
the future of the Communist party. The 
parallel struggle for another party In- 
evitably produces in their minds, a duaU 
ity and turns them on the road of op- 
portunism, 

9. The policy of the united front hat 

not only its great advantages but itB 
limits and its dangers as well. The un- 
ited front, even in the form of temporary 
blocs, often impels one to opportunist 
deviations which are frequently fatal, as 
for example, with Brandler In 1923. 
That danger becomes absolutely predom- 
inant in a situation in which the so- 
ealled Communist party becomes a part 
of a "Labor Party" created by the grace 
of the propaganda and action of the 
Communist party itself. 

10. That the "Labor Party" can he- 
come an arena of successful struggle for 
us and that the "Labor Party", created 
as a barrier to Communism can, under 
certain circumstances, strengthen the 
Communist party is true, but only under 
the condition that we consider the 
"Labor Party" not as "our" party but 
as an arena in which we are acting as 
an absolutely independent Communist 
party. 

11. All the resolution? about the Brit- 
ish Labor Party mu3t be evaluated aot 
as they were written before the experi- 
ences of the Comintern and the British 
Communist Party In that regard, but in 
the light of that experience. The at- 
tempt to apply them mechanically now, 
in 1932, to the, American conditions, is 
characteristic of the epigones' mind and 
has nothing to do with Marxism and 
Leninism. 

12. It is not necessary to say that the 
idea of a Farmer-Labor party is a treach- 
erous mockery of Marxism. 

Prinkipo, May 19, 1032. 

— L. TROTSKY. 



June «Young Spartacus* Out 

The June issue, of the Young Spartacus 

is off the press. Among its contents are: 
Japan's War Threat to Soviet Union. 
Growth of the Fascist Danger in Ger- 
many. 

A unity appeal of the National Com- 
mittee of the Communist League of Am- 
erica (Opposition) to the Young Com- 
munist League. 

On Memorial Day and National Youth 
Day 

On International coordination of Left 
Opposition Youth 

Reports of activities of American Op- 
position Youth 

Students struggle against increased 
fees. 

Child Labor Legislation 

Review of Foster's Towards Soviet Am- 
erica. 

Comrade Trotsky's Appeal to the C. 
C. of the Soviet Union 

The comrades should order bundles of 
this issue and distribute them to young 
workers and students. It is particularly 
necessary to reach ihe members of the 
Ypung Communist League with our unity 
appeal. 

FOB AN 8 PAGE PAPER 

The National Youth Committee at a 
recent meeting decided to launch a cam- 
paign for the Issuance of an eight page 
Young Spartacus by September. This 
can be done if the youth and adult com- 
rades will cooperate. 

Get busy »n the job. Send in subs and 
orders for bundles. Form a Sparetaeus 
Yuuth Club wherever a^ branch of the 
Communist League exists. 



N. Y. SPARTACDS YOUTH CLUB 

MEETS 

„. * , . The Ne w York Spartacus Youth Club 

hat experience has served far more the ^ets each Friday evening, 8:00 P M 



Labor Party" than the Communists. It 
is evident that the possibility of partici- 
pating in a "Labor Party" movement and 
of utilizing it would be greater in the 
period of its inception, that is, In the per- 
iod when the party is not a party but on 
amorphous political mass movement. That 
we must participate In it at that time 
and with the greatest energy is without 
question, but not to help form a "Labor 
Party" which will exclude ua and fight 
against us but to push the progressive 
elements of the movement more and more 
to the left by our activity and propa- 
ganda. I know this seems too simple for 



at the Stuyvesant Casino, 9th Street and 
Second Avenue. At these meetings a 
short business agenda is combined with 
a discussion on current questions or his- 
torical and theoretical problems. A 
beach party is being planned for the near 
future. 

Young workers and students are in- 
vited to attend and participate in these 
discussions. If more information is 
desired it can be obtained from the Club 
president, Herbert Capelis, 84 E. 10th 
Street, New York City. 

READ AND SUBSCRIBE 
TO YOUNG SPARTACUS 
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On theSlogan of «Rank and File Leadership* 



Some questions have arisen about the 
remarks In a recent Issue of The Mili- 
tant on the slogan of "Rank and File 
Laedership" which deserve a somewhat 
extended answer. The idea has been ex- 
pressed that this slogan of the Stalin- 
ists really has soma merits, that in real- 
ity it is only a restatemen of the old 
demand of the Left wing lor trade union 
democracy, and that in any case the 
slogan is not wrong in principle. In 
our opinion such views are entirely er- 
roneous in all respects, and only add 
to tne confusion. And since tne matter 
has a considerable importance— nothing 
will bring quicker disaster than a false 
direction in the trade union struggle— 
another attempt to clarify the issue will 
bo worth while. The negative manner 
In which the slogan was discussed in the 
previous treatment, without reference to 
an alternative formulation, also came in 
for criticism and perhaps gave ground 
for misunderstanding. The present ar- 
ticle, therefore, will undertake- to deal 
with the latest trade union slogan of 
the Stalinists in a more rounded fashion 
and suggest a positive alternative. 
ANARCHIST CONCEPTION OF 
LEADERSHIP 

Is "rank and file leadership" a new 
demand of the Left wing or is it sim- 
ply the restatement of an old one? There 
are two answers to this question. It is 
an old idea that permeated the needle] 



Conference of tae Needle Trades Left 
wing, September 12-13-14, 1925 tae Idea 
is expressed as follows: 

-It to only through a strike machin- 
ery thoroughly representative of the 
workers la the shops that the member- 
ship can effectively be mobilized for 
strike activity . . . Therefore, foremost 
or. our immediate aims during strikes i* 
the democratization »f the strike mach- 
inery. We therefore demand, pending 
the democratization of tie whple union 
machinery as provided in this program:, 
(1) that the general strike committee! 
and heads of the strike be elected by 
the delegates and ehairmen front the 
shops and responsible to them; (2) that 
all strike assessments be collected as 
legally due to this strike committee, to 
be expended only for strike purposes; 
(3) that secret diplomacy be done away 
with and negotiations with the employer* 
be conducted on an open basis." 

Have these demands, so clear, so pre- 
cise and bo consistent with th» whole 
general program of the Left wing for 
the renovation of the union on the basil 
of democratic centralism anything In 
common with the Utter day mumbling 
about rank and file '■leadership" of 
strikes? Are the Stalinists perhaps now 
saying, or trying to say, the same t*lng 
in a different way? 
CONTROL OF LEADERSHIP? 

la reply to this question It is only 



emergence of the Communist leadership.' 
But its advocacy by Communists is some- 
thing new — one of the many Stalinist 
'"innovations" which are in reality bor- 
rowed from anti-Marxist schools. Be- 
fore the rise of the Communist influence 
in the needle trades the Left wing was 
heavily tainted with the prejudices of 
anarchism and syndicalism in their var- 
ious forms. The I. W. W., defeated or- 
ganizationally in the needle trades, suc- 
ceeded nevertheless in grafting a part of 
its ideology onto the militant section of 
the rank and file. The brilliant idea of 
"no leaders", of the rank and file leading 
the rank and file — which is just another 
way of saying '"rank and file leadership" 
— gained a certain sympathy from the 
workers who were in revolt against the 
bureaucracy. 

The leaders of the "company union" 
did not begin their treacherous work 
yesterday. The workers had good reason 
to learn about It even before 1919. The 
old movement against the bureaucrats, 
which had not yet thought out its pro. 
blems and flormulsted a clear program, 
had a tendency to Identify the idea of 
leadership with the ruling clique and 
had to a certain extent fell victim to 
nihilistic conceptions on the question of 
leadership as preached by the anarch- 
ists and the I. W. W. In this respect, 
but in no other, it can be said that "rank 
and file leadership" is an old slogan of 
the needle trades Left wing. 

But ten years or more ago the Com- 
munists came to the front and soon -gain- 
ed the decisive leadership of the Left 
wing movement by virtue of their sup- 
erior policy. One of the first positive 
steps of the Communist Left wing was 
to clear up the muddled ideology of the 
movement and sweep out the anarchistic 
rubbish which had paralyzed the strug- 
gles and strengthened the position of the 
reactionary bureaucrats. Rank and file 
demagogy and formlessness in the dom- 
ain of organization gave place to the 
conception of democratic centralism. The 
old and outworn reformist method of 
workers' organization makes an artificial 
division between the masses of the mem- 
bership on the one side and the ruling 
bureaucrats on the other. This state of 
affairs created the conditions for anti- 
leadership prejudices to gala a foothold. 
The Lenin idea of democratic centralism 
fuses the leaders with the masses and 
removes any ground for contrasting the 
one to the other. This idea gained the 
hegemony in the Left wing, and was one 
of the most important reasons why Its 
fighting capacities grew by leaps and 
bounds. From a chaos revolving around 
one spot the Left wing became a real 
contender for power In the unions, and 
ia some case achieved it. 

la its struggle to break the backbone 
of the bureaucracy which was throttling 
the unions the Communistic Left wing 
advanced along the line of principle in 
all questions, including the organization 
question. This was its strength. The 
Communists formulated their fighting 
slogans precisely and accurately, and in 
Oonsonance with a general theory of 
organisation. Cos fronted, then as now, 
with the sabotaging role of the bureau- 
crats In strikes, they did not attempt 
to leap over the difficulty by denying 
the necessity of an official leadership. 
On the contrary, they formulated a gen- 
eral demand applicable to the union as 
a whole, and a subordinate one, consist- 
ent with it, applicable to the manage- 
ment of strikes. 
HISTORY OF THE SLOGAN 

On the one hand the Communist Left 
wing raised the demand for honest, mili- 
tant leaders in the union in place of 
the corrupt, reactionary fakers. In har- 
mony with that, and consistent with the 
organization program whicn the Left 
wing would apply when It gained the 
control of the union, it demanded the 
democratizaation of the mnlon, and parti- 
cularly of the strike machinery. (At 
that time, you see, the Left wing was 
not conducting a temporary excursion 
Into the reactionary unions ; it was 
aiming to conquer them, step by step, 
and It formulated its slogans accord- 
ingly.) The Left wing did not bluster 
about rank and file "leadership", it de- 
manded rank and file control. Moreoevr, 
it formulate this demand precisely, so 
that everyone could understand just 
what was meant. 



trades Left wing more or less before the! necessa ry to ask: If they mean the same 

thing that the Left wing meant in 1925, 
then why did they change the precise 
and correct formulation ol that time for 
the present self -contradictory mish-mash? 
The reason for the change is clear 
enough: the aims are different now and 
the slogan has a different meaning. In 
1925 the Left wing was fighting inside 
the union with the aim of wresting it 
out of the strangling grasp of the re- 
actionaries, in 1932 the Left wing, un- 
der the influence of the proconsuls of 
Stalin, are still monkeying around with 
the theory of "company unionism" and 
are searching for some kind of strike 
organization outside the existing union. 
The fact that they hit upon a slogan 
that has no real sense or meaning, and 
that flatly contradicts Marxist concep- 
tions of organizatbn in favor of Wobby- 
ism, is nothing to be surprised at. They 
always do something like this when they 
experiment with "theory". A short while 
ago it was "independent leadership of 
strike struggles." After they had 
cracked their heads on the rocks with 
this fiormula, they quietly dropped it. 
Now, with a. 'new" slogan, which is quite 
different in appearance, they are at- 
tempting to accomplish the same design 
that failed before, namely, to find a 
substitute for the existing union in the 
midst of a strike regardless of the at- 
titude of the majority of the workers. 

Under pressure of the criticism we 
have brought against the slogan of rank 
and file leadership, and no doubt also 
stimulated by the poor reception it has 
received from the "rank and file", at- 
tempts are being made to interpret the 
slogan in a different way than was orig- 
inally intended. Kose Wortis, for exam- 
ple, who strives to avoid obvious absurd- 
ities when the Party bosses are not 
watching, speaks in the Daily Worker 
for May 31st about "a real strike for 
union conditions under rank and file 
control." (Our emphasis.) 
Thus it would appear, according to 
Wortis version, that rank and file 
leadership and rank and file control are 
synonomyous expressions. But this is 
by no means the case, either in the field 
of organization or in the dictipnary. 
In every democratic organization the 
ultimate control of the rank and file is 
pre-supposed ; but the selection of the 
leadership and its functions remain a 
separate question. Only those who deny 
the role of leadership can solve the 
problem for themselves by a reference 
to "oontrol". Wortis, for example, was 
a leader, but three-fourths of her lead- 
ership consisted in maneuvers to escape 
this "rank and file control" she talks 
about. 

ROLE OF LEADERSHIP IN 
STRIKES AND UNIONS 

"Leadership is a necessary condition 
for any common action," says the reso- 
lution of the Third World Congress of 
the Comintern. This principle, which 



the 



1 ganlzatton means, in the last analysis, 
rank and file control. But the Commun- 
ists who think things out and fromulate 
their ideas clearly do not Bpeak merely 
of democracy. The organisation form 
they advocate is democratic centralism. 
Aad what does that mean? On. the one 
hand it means democracy in the organi- 
zation. On the other hand— as against 
the anarchistic and I. W. W. idea of "no 
leaders"— it means a recognition of the 
function Bf leadership. This leadership, 
in the Communist conception is not some 
kind of a clerical staff or information 
bureau. It is invested with real functions 
and powers, that is, it is given the pos- 
sibility to lead. But—and herein lies the 
distinction from bureaucratism — the lead- 
ership is selected by the rank and file, 
is responsible to and, in the final anal- 
ysis, is controlled by the rank and file. 
Democratic centralism, the Commnnist 
organization principle, therefore presup- 
poses rank and file control, but excludes 
confusionist and demagogic demands for 
rank and file leadership. The 1925 pro- 
gram of the needle trades Left wing was 
permeated through and through with this 
rounded conception. The slogan of to- 
day contradicts it in principle. The 
Wortis improvisation tries to smooth 
over the fundamental contradiction. She 
has had a lot of practice at that sort 
of business. 

It has been said that our previous 
article on this question confused mat- 
ters by contrasting the "rank and file" 
agitation of the Stalinists in the trade 
union to their bureaucratic regime in 
the Party. The party, it is urged; is not 
the same as the trade union, and there- 
fore the comparison hi Inappropriate. 
True enough, a distinction must be made 
between the political organization of the 
vanguard and the economic organiza- 
tion of the broad mass. They differ 
fundamentally in many ways, including 
organization forms, hut according to the 
Lenin doctrine the organization principle 
of each is the same. Hank and file 
"leadership" is an absurdity in either 
case; rank and file control is ultimately 
necessary in both. 
TROTSKY ON RANK AND 
FILE CONTROL 

Note the remarks »f comrade Trotsky 
on this point in the June 4 issue of the 
Militant: "As the first condition of the 
party control over the government Lenin 
put the control of the party mass over 
the apparatus." These words will hear 
a careful reading several times. To 
shout for rank and file leadership in the 
•union and soft pedal about rank and 
file control in the party is a double mis- 
take, a howling inconsistency all the 
way around. Some of the Right wing 
union fakers, it seems, snatched up our 
criticism of the inconsistency of the 
Party bureaucrats and made use of it 
for their pwn purposes. But this by no 
means invalidates the criticism. The cor- 
rective for such parasitic exploitation of 
our exposure of Party errors by the 
Right wing is not to keep silent about 
the errors, but to compel the Party to 
correct them. Let the Party members 
exert some "rank and nle control" in 
this respect In their own Party. The 
same task in the trade unions will then 
be greatly simplified and facilitated. 

Ia »rder to wage an effective fight in 
the trade unions today, and to fortify 
the victory of tomorrow, the Left wing 
must have consistent slogans all along 
the line. As a minority it must defend 
those principles of organization which 
will govern the union when it comes 
under the control of the Left wing. It 
must practice in the Left wing union* 
under its leadership that same methods 
which it demands in the reactionary un- 
ions where It constitutes an opposition. 
If the Left wing fails to do this, if it 
shuttles back and fiorth with a policy 
of expediency on every occasion, it will 
lose its principle guiding line, and with 
it the power to shape and lead a victor- 
ious movement of the masses. 

This is what has been happening in 
recent years under the direction of full- 
blown Stalinism. The results speak for 
themselves; and in the catastrophic sit- 
uation of the Left wing in the needle 
trades they speak with an exceptional 
force and clarity. The most pressing 
task of the Party and the Left wing is 
to throw off this Incubus that weights 
it down and halts its progress at every 
step. The general fight to liberate the 
movement from this paralyzing influence 
i has to be supported by a concrete. Strug- 
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In the sphere of the trade unions the Communist 
leadership has entirely confused the party. The com- 
mon course of the "third period" was directed toward 
parallel trade unions. The presupposition was that 
the mass movement would surge over the old organi- 
zations and that the organs ol the R. G. 0. (The Red 
Trade Union Opposition) would become the initiative 
committees of the economic struggle. A mere trifle 
was lacking for the realization of this plan: the mass 
movement. During floods in springtime, the waters 
carry away many a fence. Let us try removing the 
fence, decided Lozovsky, perhaps the floods of spring 
will then rise! 

The reformist trade unions have survived. The Com- 
munist party succeeded in getting itself thrown out of 
the factories. Thereupon partial corrections began to 
be introduced into the trade union policy. The Com- 
munist party has refused to call upon the unorgan- 
ized workers to join reformist unions. But it likewise 
has taken a stand against workers leaving the trade 
unions. While creating parallel organizations it has 
engendered the slogans of a battle for influence within 
the reformist unions. The whole mechanism repre- 
sents an ideal self -sabotage. 

Dm Rote Fahne complains that many Communists 
consider meaningless the participation in reformist 
unions. "Why should we revive the old push-cart?", 
they declare. And as a matter of fact, why? If one 
intends seriously to fight for the control of the old 
unions, one should appeal to the unorganized that they 



composed in the past one of the most important sup- 
ports of the social democracy. At present, these ele- 
ments have gone or are going over to the National 
Socialists. They are capable of drawing in their wake, 
if they haven't already begun to do so, a stratum of 
the labor aristocracy. In this direction, National 
Socialism is penetrating into the proletariat from 
above. 

Considerably more dangerous, howevr, is its possible 
penetration from below, through the unemployed. No 
class can long exist without perspectives and hopes. 
The unemployed do not represent a class, but they al- 
ready compose a very compact and substantial layer, 
which is vainly striving to tear itself away from in- 
tolerable conditions. If it is true in general that only 
the proletarian revolution can save Germany from dis- 
integration and decay, this is especially true as regards 
the millions of unemployed. 

Alongside of the impotence of the Communist party 
in the factories and in trade unions, the numerical 
growth of the party resolves nothing. Within a tot- 
tering nation shot through by crisis and contradic- 
tions, an extreme left party can find new supporters 
in tens of thousands, especially if its entire apparatus 
is directed to the sole purpose of capturing members, 
in the line "of competition". Everything depends up- 
on the interrelation between the party and the class. 
A single employed Communist who is elected to the 
Factory Committee or to the administration of a trade 
union bears a greater significance than a thousand 



enter them; it is precisely the new strata that can I new members, picked up here and there, who enter tne 
supply the backing for the backing for the Left wing, party today in order to leave it tomorrow. 
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item, "itus principle, wmt,u: gIe on everj vo i a t r against every error 
at all exclude rank and file' wnlcn contributes to the defeat of the 



But in that case one cannot build parallel unions, i. e., 
create a competitive agency to enroll the workers. 

The policy that is recommended from above for 
work within the reformist unions rests on the same 
heights with all the other hodge-podge. Die Rote 
Fahne on January 28, laced it into the Communist 
members of the Metal Workers Union of Duesseldorf 
because they issued the slogan "War without mercy 
against the participation of trade union leaders" in 
the support of the Bruening government. Such "op- 
portunistic" demands are disallowed because they pre- 
suppose ( !) that the reformists are capable of refusing 
to support Bruening and his emergency decrees. Truly, 
this smacks of vicious horse-play ! Die Rote Fahne 
deems it sufficient to call the leaders names but dis- 
allows their being subjected to a political test by 
the masses. 

And all the while, it is precisely within the trade 
unions that an exceptionally fruitful field is now open 
for action. While the social democratic party still 
has the wherewithal to fool the workers by political 
hullaballoo, the trade unions are confronted by the 
impasse of capitalism as by a hopeless prison wall. 
The 200,000-300,000 workers who are now organized 
in independent Red unions, could serve as a priceless 
leaven within the reformist brotherhoods. 
CRITICISM AND SELF-CRITICISM 

Towards the end of January there was held in 
Berlin a Communist conference of the factory commit- 
tees from the entire country. Die Rote Fahne print- 
ed the report, "The factory committees are welding 
the Red Workers Front" (February 2, 1932). But 
you would seek in vain for information regards the 
composition of the conference, the number of indus- 
tries and workers represented. In contradistinction 
to Bolshevism, which painstakingly and openly marked 
every change in the correlation of forces within the 
working class, the German Stalinists, following in the 
footsteps of the Russian, play hide and seek. They 
are loth to admit that the Communist factory commit- 
tees compromised less than 4 per cent as against 84 
per cent of the social democracy! In this correlation 
is summed up the balance of the "third period." Sup- 
pose one does call the isolation of Communists in in- 
dustry, the "Red United Front", will this really help 
further the matter? 

The prolonged crisis of capitalism induces within 
the proletariat the roost virulent and dangerous line 
of demarcation: between the employed and the unem- 
ployed. Through the circumstance that the reform- 
ists control the industrial centers while the Commun- 
ists control the unemployed, b.oth sections of the pro- 



does not 

control of the leadership, implies how- 
ever a selection of persons for leading 
functions. And it has the same force 
whether the persons selected are profes- 
sional leaders or rank and file workers 
elevated to leading positions or commit- 
tees. In every organization and lu every 
action the question arises at once, and 
Inescapably: Who is going to lead? Xou 
can answer, this group or that group; 
this committee or another. But If you 
wish to be taken seriously, do not say 
the rank and file is going to lead the rank 
and file. And do not try to pass the 
problem off with a statement that the 
rank and file will control. That is not 
the same thing. 

In every organization certain persons 
are selected Dor leading functions or 
committees. By that fact they become 
"leaders", regardless of whether 'they 
have had previous experience or not Such 
leaders, under the principle of democratic 
centralism, are inseparably fused with 
the rank and (lie, they are accountable 
to and controlled by the rank and file. 
This is understandable to anyone. But 
to confuse the leadership with the mass, 
or to contrast one to the other as the 
slogan of rank and file leadership does, 
presents a muddle which no one can 
understand and for which everyone can 
have his own interpretation. 
DEMORATIC CENTRALISM 
IN UNIONS 

Leadership Is one thing, control of the 



In the program adopted at the Third leadership Is another Democratic or- 



Left wing workers. The slogan of rank 
and file leadership is one of these er- 
rors, the harmfulness ot which is clearly 
demonstrable. 

There can be no ground for comprom- 
ise with such a policy. The Left Op- 
position, by its criticism, has driven the 
Stalinists from more than one false posi- 
tion. It roust n»t halt for a moment 
the effort to do the same in this case. 
A correction of this error requires no 
new wisdom. With the aid of the Lenin 
teaching the Left wing aplved the pro- 
blem in question in its program of 1925. 
What Is needed now Is a return to the 
192o formulation. 

—JAMES P. CANNON. 
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But the individual influx of members into the party 
will not at all continue indefinitely. If the Communist 
party continues any longer to delay the struggle un- 
til that moment when it shall have entirely pushed out 
the reformists, then it will learn for certain that after 
a given point the social democracy will cease losing 
its influence to the Communist party, while the Fasc- 
ists- will begin disintegrating the unemployed who are 
the chief support of the Communist party. Failure 
to utilize its forces for the tasks that spring from the 
entire environment never passes scot-free for a polit- 
ical party. 

WHAT IS A "RED UNITED FRONT" 

In order to clear the road for the mass struggle, 
the Communist party strives to stimulate sectional 
strikes. The successes in this sphere have not been 
great. As ever, the Stalinists devote themselves to 
self-criticism, "We are as yet incapable of organizing" 
. '. . "We haven't yet learned how to attract" . . . 
"We haven't as yet Iearned*how to capture" . . . What 
has "we" got to do with it, it unfailingly means "you". 
The theory of the March days in 1921, of blessed 
memory, is being resurrected, which proposed to "elec- 
trify" the proletarat by means of the offensive activ- 
ities of the minority. But the workers are in no need 
whatever of being "electrified". What they want is 
that they be given a clear perspective, and be aided 
in creating the bases for a mass movement. 

In its strike strategy the Communist party is ob- 
viously motivated by isolated citations from Lenin as 
interpreted by Manuilsky or Lozosky. As a matter 
of fact, there had been periods wherein the mensheviks 
fought against the "strike frenzy", wliile the Bolshe- 
viks, on the contrary, took their place at the head of 
every new strike, drawing into the movement ever in- 
creasing masses. This was in response to the period 
of the awakening of new class strata. Such was the 
tactic of the Bolsheviks in 1905; and during the in- 
dustrial upward trend in the years preceding the war; 
and during the first months of the February revolu- 
tion. 

But in the period directly preceding October, be- 
ginning with the July clash of 1917, the tactic of the 
Bolsheviks assumed another character; they held back 
strikes, they applied the brake to them, because every 
large strike had the tendency to turn into a decisive 
battle, while the political postulates for it had not. as 
yet matured. 

However, during those months the Bolsheviks con- 
tinued to place themselves at the head of all strikes 
which flared up, despite their measures of precaution, 
chiefly in the more backward branches of industry 



letariat are being paralyzed. ' The employed are inl (* m ° n g t«*k workers * leather workers > etc ;>' 



a position to bide a while longer. The unemployed 
are more impatient. At present their impatience bears 
a revolutionary character. But should the Commun- 
ist party fail to find such forms and slogans for the 
struggle as would unite the employed and the unem- 
ployed and thereby open the perspective of a revolu- 
tionary solution, the impatience of the unemployed 
will inevitably react against the Communist party. 

In 1917, despite the correct policy of the Bolshevik 
party and the rapid development of the revolution, the 
more badly off and the more impatient strata of the 
proletariat, even in Petrograd, began between Septem- 
ber and October, to look away from the Bolsheviks to- 
wards the syndicalists and anarchists. Had not the 
October overturn broken out in time, the disintegration 
within the proletariat would have bect/me acute and 
would have led to the decay of the revolution. In 
Germany there is no need for anarchists; their place 
can be taken by the National- Socialists who have 
wedded anarchist demagogy with conscious reaction- 
ary aims. 

The workers are by no means immunized once for 
all against the influence of Fascism. The proletariat 
and the petty bourgeoisie represent coupled recept- 
acles, especially under the present conditions, when the 
reserve army of workers cannot but effuse petty trad- 
rs and hawkers, etc., while the bankrupt petty bour- 
geoisie effuses proletarians and lumpen -proletarians. 

Salaried employees, the technical and administra- 
tive personnel and certain strata of the functionaries 



While under some conditions the Bolsheviks boldly 
stimulated strikes in the interests of the revolution, 
under other conditions, they, on the contrary, re- 
strained from strikes in the interests of the revolution. 
In this sphere as well as in others, there is no ready 
made formula. But in every given period, the strike 
tactics of the Bolsheviks always composed a part of 
the general tactics, and to the advanced workers the 
connection between the part and the whole was always 
clear. 

How do matters stand now in Germany? The em- 
ployed workers do not resist wage cuts because they 
are in fear of the unemployed. Small wonder; in the 
face of several million unemployed, the ordinary trade- 
union strike, so organized, is obviously futile. It is 
doubly futile in the face of political antagonism be- 
tween the employed and unemployed. This does not 
exclude sectional strikes, especially in the more back- 
ward and less centralized branches of industry. But 
it is just the workers of the more important branches 
of industry who, in such an environment evince a lean- 
ing toward heeding the voices of the reformist leaders. 
The attempts of the Communist party to unleash a 
strike struggle, without changing the general situation 
within the proletariat, lead only to minor guerrila 
operations, which, even if successful, are left without 
a sequel. 

— L. TROTSKY. 
(From WHAT NEXT— -Vital Questions for the 
German proletariat) 
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ON THE SPOT 



ECU 

It seems there is nothing new under the 
eun. We were of the opinion that the 
Bonus Expeditionary Force bivouacked 
In Washington set a precedent In Amer- 
ican history until Dana Rice enlight- 
ened us through the columns of the New 
York Times. Indeed, In 1783 reerulte 
from Lancaster, Pa., joined soldiers 
barracked in Philadelphia and marched 
on the congress of the confederation de- 
manding more pay. Congress refused to 
be Intimidated so It folded its tent and 
moved to Princeton. New Jersey. The 
congressional slogan probably was: 
"Those who spout and run away may 
live to spout another day." 

* * • • 

The Iionuseers do not seem to be much 
Impresed with the theory, popular la 
our beat circles that it is an honor to' 
weave through a flock of bullet* for 
one's country. Those who did not see 
the German bullets until it was boo late 
got a slice of country wherever they 
fell. Those who blocked them and sur- 
vived to some eitent are enjoying them- 
selves in hospitals; some in strait Jack- 
ets. Those who returned, sound In body 
if not in mind are listening to the epi- 
dermis of the stomach singing a hunger 
ditty. They doa't appreciate the music 
SO they are going to Washington to de- 
mand their reward for making Wall St. 'a 
billions safe and Holland quite safe for 
the Kaiser. 

The war was a great success for the 
profiteers if not for the soldiers. It 
didn't turn out so bad for the Kaiser 
either. Most any veteran would rather 
saw a bit of wood with the Kaiser every 
■day to keep his appetite at the proper 
degree of sharpness than flght bed bugs 
on the Bowery and drink coffee -until 
he la ready to declare war on Brazil, the 
home of the bean. The heroes of 1817-18 
are the bums of 1932. They want the 
bonus which was promised them for kill 
ing German workingmen in the Kaiser's 
uniform. But to give it to them would 
put a price on patriotism! Perish the 
thought! Patriotism is priceless. 

• • » • 

The Bonuseers properly call attention 
to the tact that the federal government 
made two billions of dollars available to 
the railroad companies who made tre- 
mendous profits during the busy war 
days. They believe that they are at least 
as much entitled to what the government 
owes them as the railroads are to what 
the government does not owe them. The 
veterans lack a sense of reality. They 
don't seem to know whose country this 
Is or whose government this Is. The 
country belongs to the capitalists and so 
does the government. The proletarian 
ei-soldlers are merely tolerated, if they 
starve quietly, Just the same as the rest 
of the working class. 

» • • • 

The capitalists do not like the idea 
or this march on Washington. They do 
not like the idea of giving those fellows 
a bonus. They have just accomplished 
the patriotic task of balancing the bud- 
get. It was a heart-breaking task but 
they bore up bravely under the strain. 
Why Impose another load of taxes on 
them? Many of them are committing 
suicide. A capitalist with only three 
million dollars left in his kick feela as 
Insecure as an unemployed worker hold- 
ing on to his last nickel. Samuel Insall 
the Chicago utility baron is left with a 
measly income of J18.000 a year. The 
poor capitalists have their troubles too 
which proves that there are no elassee 
tn this country. 



Slogans in the Elections 

Must Link Up Communist Goal with Immediate Demands 



There are twelve millions of worker* 
unemployed in this lair and free land of 
ours, including the heroes. There is 
nothing In sight for them except starva- 
tion, slow or galloping. If the war vet- 
erans can be bamboozled into the belief 
that they can get relief from the govern- 
ment by holding themselves apart from 
their fellow workers in distress who did 
not have the privilege of fighting for the 
House of Morgan, then all we can say 
1b that they are meat for another shower 
of bullets. We read that George Wash- 
ington, the Father of His Country, 
threatened to send troops to shoot down 
the soldier marchers of 1783. ,We won- 
der what will Hoover, the current Father 
ot His Country, do Jf the Bonus EipedL 
lonary Force grows much more formlda 
ble than it is now. This is an election 
year and 1932 is not 1783^-not by 146 
years. There was no Soviet Union in 
tfcjose days. 

■ ■ • • 

Before the panic the leaders were big 
shots in the capitalist world. Business 
Unionism was in Its hey day. I>abor 
ranks flourished, and enterprising labor 
fakers went in for coal mining, real 
estate and pine-apples groves in a big 
way. Labor was going to lift itself out 
of a state of dependency by its boot- 
straps. The workers were going to be 
saved one by one. Alas, it was not to 
be. This pleasant road of escape from 
wage slavery was not strewn with roses 
but with ground glass. Most of the 
labor banks have gone the way of all 
flesh, 

— KIDEM. 



The downward trend of the crisis that 
is throwing increasing layers of workers 
on the surface of the class struggle of- 
fers the Communists the most favorable 
opportunity in the present election cam- 
paign. The trend of economic instability 
In America and in world capitalism as a 
whole has created confusion in the top 
ranks of the master class and has forced 
them into a position never before faced. 
The social reformers of all varieties are 
Undergoing a sort of verbal transfoma- 
tion to the Left while their material 
evolution is proceeding to the Right. This 
favorable objective situation with ,lts In- 
creasing dangers from reaction and "re- 
form" places on the shoulders of the 
revolutionists the task of clearly point- 
ing to the road of action and its direc- 
tion. 

Left Opposition Excluded 

The national nominating convention Of 
the Communist party presented Foster 
and Ford as standard bearers but has 
sent them into the field with standards 
every serious Communist must question. 
The election offers a wide field for unity 
of the workers against the capitalist of- 
fensive but the Stalinist bureaucrats talk 
of unity and shut the door to a Marx- 
ian United Front policy in the elections 
by ejecting delegates from the conven- 
tion In New York, Chicago and Minnea- 
polis. The Communist League (Left Op- 
position ) sent delegates in order that 
our organization may give flull support 
to the Communist candidates in the com- 
ing elections, to win greater numbers to 
revolution. In denying the Marxist wing 
seats in the different conventions, tie 
Centrists closed the door to a Leninist 
United Front policy. 

C. P. Platform Deficient 

The platform the convention adopted 
is not to the credit of the Communist 
forces; and will leave the party farther 
to the right at the end of the campaign 
than they are even today. Why do Com- 
munists participate in elections? Centr- 
Ism thinks it answers this by publishing 
Lenin's article in the Dally Worker on 
this question. This is necessary, but 
Communist theory must be translated 
Into action ; and a Communist campaign 
woven around six immediate demands, as 
slogans (which must be questioned) in 
no way connected with our ultimate de- 
mand, results In reformism. We need 
such a slogan, not an ultimate slogan of 
action today, but as a slogan of propa- 
ganda coordinated with our Immediate 
demands. 

The ultra-Lefts who speak in terms of 
ends only and the reformists who speak 
in terms of means only are swamps Lenin 
guarded against. Centrism in America 
presents demands to which any reformist 
can subscribe. Centrism presents Imme- 
diate demands in no way connected with 
our goal — a slogan for the overthrow of 
capitalism as the determining factor to 
distinguish the Communist program from 
all those of the reformists. 

Centrism tries to find a way out of 
the Impasse by speaking of the revolu- 
tionary way out of the crisis. The so- 
cial democracy in every revolution or 
crisis tells the workers — their road Is the 
revolutionary way out. The latest "rev- 
olutionary way out" of the socialists was 
demonstrated in Spain. What do you 
mean by "revolutionary way out"? Com 
rounists cannot throw out this phrase 
without concretizing It as a connecting 
link. To speak of the revolutionary ^ay 
out and present six immediate demands 
may signify good intentions but it ex- 
presses reformism unless these immedi- 
ate demands are coordinated with a pro- 
paganda slogan for the overthrow of 
capitalism. 

Slogan Is Workers' Government 

The Centrist slogan of "Workers' and 
Farmers' Government" must be replaced, 
by the slogan of "Workers' Government". 
The workers of America must be told 
that the Communists propose a Soviet 
United States, as a proletarian dictator, 
ship, which will establish a "Workers' 
Government". The Staltnites are enter- 
ing the campaign to obtain votes. We 
want votes, we want the support of every 
worker as well as that of our allies, but 
we only want votes on the basis of a 
Marxian platform. Voters who under- 



diate demands with those of the Com- 
munists to "prove" that they are the 
more "radical". On the basis of imme- 
diate demands, and incorrect ones at 
that, we cannot expose reformism unless 
we clearly define our goal. In spite of 
the fact that sharp class turns and events 
throw the slogan of Social Insurunee to 
the forefront in the tight against unem- 
ployment, the fact remains that the de- 
termining immediate demand from now 
on in the unemployment situation In 
America will be the slogan for the short- 
er work day. 

Although Social Insurance is the main 
demand of the party, the Daily Worker 
has relegated It to the background and 
presents the struggle for the Bonus as 
the first order of business. It is correct 
to exclude the Bonus slogan from the 
platform, but it is wrong to regulate 
this auxiliary unemployment struggle 
above the struggle of all the workers for; 
Social Insurance. 

Relief For Workers Also 

The platform (point 3) call for emer- 
gency relief for the farmers and com- 
pletely Ignores the need of such relief 
for the fifteen million unemployed work- 
ers who are in just as dire straits. The 
demand must be one of emergency relief 
for Workers and Fanners. 

The Communist League of America 
(Opposition) calls upon the workers to 
vote Communist. To unite the working 
class against the capitalist reactionaries 
and reformers. The Communist League 
will give full support in every way to 
the Communist candidates but our pre- 
sentation of why workers should vote 
Communist will not he on the same basis 
as that of Centrism. We enter the cam- 
paign on the basis of organically connect- 
ing proper immediate demands with our 
revolutionary goal, for the overthrow of 
capitalism. 



G.O.T. Meets in 
Chicago Confab 

After a four year's intermission, the 
Republican Party convenes in Chicago to 
put on its grand Jamboree — called a con- 
vention — to nominate the president of 
the U. K. A. It meets in the gala holi- 
day atmosphere, that makes it resemble 
a circus or a Held day rather than a 
serious political gathering to decide the 
destinies of the nation for the coming 
period. 
We are informed that between the classy 
hotels where the delegates are lodged and 
the Chicago Stadium where the conven- 
tion is taking place, the speakies are do- 
ing a thriving business. But despite all 
this the spirit of four years ago seems 
to be missing. Gone are the thunderous 
plaudits that rend the roof and shiver 
the windows into splinters. Gone is the 
wild cheering, the mad parading around 
the convention hall, the insane blaring 
of brass bands that lasted for hours at 
a time, that greeted the making of some 
obscure point that strikes the delegates' 
fancy. 

Even the mention of the nomination of 
Herbert Hoover which raised a storm of 
interminable hurrahs, a few years ago 
was received with a coldness that would 
make even the eskimos shiver. Now we 
can account for the large sale of prohi- 
bition liquor to the delegates. The 
moonshine is consumed not so much In 
the spirit of celebration, but to bolster 
up the depressed state of mind of the 
convention delegates. 

Three years have passed since the be- 
ginning of this bitterest and deep-going 
crisis and it Is still getting worse. The 
republicans have full and good cause for 
being gloomy and pessimistic. The peo- 
ple, they are fearful, will attribute the 
crisis to them, and vote them out of 
office. But, protests the G. O. P., the 
crisis operates according to immutable 
laws. Correct. But—these immutable 
(Continued on page 2) 



Brown Shirts Legalized 

New Decree Forms Part of Anti- Working Class Move 



The establishment of the Von Papen 
government in power has not as yet 
called forth a wide spread and vigorous 
move toward united working class de- 
fense action. Temporizing on the i>art 
of ttie working class leaders has permit- 
ted the mid wives of the Hitler dictator- 
ship to raise their heads ever more ar- 
rogantly. Every day brings new blasts 
of reaction against the German proletar- 
iat. 

The latest act of the new cabinet is a 
decree slashing to tatters what little is 
still left of unemployment Insurance and 
relief. It must be remembered that one 
of the planks of the Von Papen combine 
before it came into power was— no more 
emergency decrees. Yet, the new anti- 
working class measure is based directly 
on the draft prepared by Bruening be- 
fore his downfall. 

What the Decree Calls For 

The manifesto signed by Hindenburg 
calls for a "reorganization" of the sys- 
tem of unemployment relief and cuts the 
so-called dole by fully twenty per cent. 
The annual expenditures for the Jobless 
are In this manner reduced by more than 
«119,000,000. But adding insult to in- 
Jury, the Junker cabinet goes further and 
declares its intentions of raising the 
funds required for what still remains 
of unemployed insurance by levying a 
new tax— another plank was : no more 
new taxes — of 6.5 per cent on the income 
of "all those gainfully employed!" More 
than that the exemption in the turnover 
tax for incomes below 5,000 marks is ab- 
olished. 

The new decree Is a well rounded out 
attack against the living conditions of all 
the lower classes. Unemployment com- 
pensation is reduced, as the Times cor- 
respondent remarks, to the level of or- 
dinary poor relief— a bare monthly $10, 
on which families of four and more must 



Workers in Fight Against Forced Labor in Minneapolis 



MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 

Attention o( all alert workers must lie 
called to the scandalous system of forced 
labor which has been introduced by the 
Minneapolis City Relief Administration. 
Over 7,000 unemployed on the relief lists 
are involved, 81)0 men each day must 
prove that "they are willing to work", 
although no wages are paid. If anyone 
refuses, he is cut off from further relief 
and finally evicted from his house— which 
means misery and persecution for his 
family. On top of all this, the work is 
done on the property of private real 
estate dealers, railroads, landlords. All 
people who could well afford to pay wages 
for the work done— if they were really 
sincere and not hypocrites about their 
slogan of creating Jobs for the unemploy- 
ed—and also on City property, work that 
can be done by regularly paid city work, 
ers! 

Resist Forced Labor 

The Communist League calls on the 



workers of Minneapolis, organized and 
unorganized, employed and unemployed, 
to firmly resist this vicious system of 
forced labor. This means uncompensated 
enslavement for the Jobless wage work- 
ers, but also a constant threat of wage 
cuts for those employed. "If you don't 
accept this cut", the bosses say "we will 
have the work done by charity labor." 

The Minneapolis Branch of the Com- 
munist League earnestly calls on the 
Minneapolis Unemployed Council to shake 
off its paralyzing apathy, to seriously 
take up the work of reaching and or- 
ganizing these slavishly exploited work- 
ers. We are profoundly convinced that 
this can be done. 

The following open letter addressed to 
the Minneapolis Unemployed Councils 
speaks for Itself. We will offer every 
assistance in this work. The move to 
organize the workers, initiated by the 
Left Opposition, we are glad to see, has 
been taken up by the oificlal party. But 
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Paper Interviews Trotsky 



The following is the reply of com- 
rade L. D. Trotsky to thre ques- 
tions posed by the Berlin weekly, 
Moatag Morgen in a recent queetlon- 
alre. The questions were: "Do you 
believe that the seizure of political 
power by the National Socialists la 
Imminent? Do you not consider It 
the urgent command of the hour, that 
eocial democrats and Comraunlsts, 
leaving all the conflicts In principle 
unimpaired, must create a common 
organization of struggle? Would 
you be prepared, to work for such 
an organization in your person and 
with your name?" 

l. Yes, I believe that if the most Im- 
portant organizations of the German 
wprking class continue their present 
policy, the victory or Fascism will be 
assured almost automatically, and In a 
relatively short interval of time at that 



_____ _ Whether the Centre party will serve Hit- 

stand what relation our immediate de-jler as a sort of stirrups or not, can be 



mands have to our goal. We want quan- 
tity — but not without quality. 

The party platform dismisses the re- 
formers with the epithet of "social Fasc- 
ists". All shades and tendencies of re- 
formism as well as the Eight wing and 
Left wing currents of Communism are 
catalogued together. This is the most 
valuable service one could render to re. 
formism. Our election campaign must be 
conducted by a bitter fight to win the 
followers from the fakers and this can 
only be done by exposing from a Marxian 
standpoint, the position of each tendency 
and shading and by following this up 
with proper tests In action. 

The party platform presents the slogan 
of Social Insurance as the central slogan 
of the campaign and does not In any 
way raise the slogan of the "Six Hour 
Day and Five Day Week without reduc- 
tion of pay." The Socialist party is 
reaping the harvest of this blunder and 



seen much better In Berlin than here. 
That is not what is decisive. A bloc of 
these two parties could eventually con- 
stitute a brief episode on the road to- 
ward the disruption of the Centre party, 
beginning with the Catholic trade unions. 
Hitler's promises to remain on the ter- 
rain of parliamentarism (by the way: 
where Is he now?), are of as import a» 
the promises, let us say, of Japanese Im- 
perialism, not to employ poison gases in 
a war. To demand such promises 1» 
ridiculous, to hope for their fulfillment— 
utterly stupid. In reality, those politi- 
cians who are discounting Hitler's par- 
liamentary checks are clearing the road 
consciously, for the fascization of Ger- 
many. What this foreshadows for the 
German people and above ail, for the 
entire proletariat, we do not need to re- 
peat here again. 

2. Yes, I believe that the Commnntot 
party must propose an agreement tox 



In many places is contrasting its imme- struggle to the social democratic party 



and the leadership of the Free Trad* 
Unions, from beiow up to the very top. 
In contrast to the decorative and impo- 
tent "Iron front", the united front of 
the working class against Fascism must 
have a fully concrete, practical and mili- 
tant character. Its point of departuie 
should be : defense of all Institutions and 
conquests of proletarian democracy, and 
lu a broader sense; defense of cultui* 
before barbarism. 

A bold and frank initiative of the Com- 
munist party along these lines would no* 
only increase its authority extraordinar- 
ily, but aso change the political situation 
of Germany from the bottom up. The 
monopolistic bourgeoisie would Immedi 
ately begin to feel that to play around 
with a Hitler dictatorship means to play 
around with the fire of civil war, la 
which not the paper values alone are 
in danger of going up in smoke. Among 
the countless and formless masses whom 
despair has driven into the camp of Hit 
ler there will of necessity ensue a pro- 
cess of differentiation and of decomposi- 
tion. The relation of forces would 
sharply change to the disadvantage of 
Fascism even on the threshold of the 
struggle. There would open up before 
the working class and the German people 
great perspectives. 

3. Of course, I stand not only theor- 
etically but even practically, altogether 
and completely on the ground of the 
tactics I have devloped In many of my 
pamphlets, particularly the last. What 
Next? Every day only confirms anew the 
fact that there is no other path for the 
Germain working class. The question of 
the fate of Germany is the question of 
the fate of Europe, to the Soviet Union 
and in a considerable measure, the fate 
of all humanity for a big historical per- 
iod. No revolutionary can help subor- 
dinating his forces and hia fate to thla 
question. 
May 12, 1932 — L- TKOTSKX. 



what is necessary here is more than a 
manifesto or an article in the press. What 
is necessary is a concerted drive. This 
means nothing less than repudiating the 
sterile factional intrigues which now tie 
the hands of the Left wing movement. 
This means the united front. All power 
to this movement ! 

* * • 
Open Letter 

A system of forced labor ha* been in- 
troduced by the Minneapolis City Relief 
administration, 7,000 men 800 each day, 
toil on city and private property on pain 
of losing the miserable charity they re- 
ceive. None can deny that relief is given 
out only to keep the worker, starving in 
the midst of the plenty he has created 
from taking it by force. Under the con- 
ditions of the present economic crisis 
our masters, who stili make fat divid- 
ends are reducing conditions of labor to 
that abject slavery, where men work for 
their board and keep, without pay, in 
constant fear of punishment by starva- 
tion and eviction from their homes 

The work is divided into two classes: 
(1) Cleaning up nuisances on privately 
owned property, such as Thorpe Bros 
Minneapolis and Southern By., and other 
who can afford to pay wages to have 
this work done and who pay nothing to 
the city. Remember, these are the same 
landlords who evict you for non-payment 
of rent. (2) Work on City property 
which could be done by paid labor in- 
stead of Charity labor. Many city em- 
ployees are now working on city property 
without pay. This plan is being executed 
with the cooperation of the Farmer-Labor 
Administration in the Court House. 

This vicious system serves a triple 
purpose: (1) It keeps the unemployed in 
submission; (2) it displaces a „d dis 
charges regular wage workers; and (3) 
It is an entering wedge to permanently 
smash th« wages of those employed by 
threatening to do their work with char- 
ity workers. 

Only a short time 



ago, 

raised the cry of "Forced 
Soviet 



attempt to subsi.-t. The wages of the 
workers still employed undergo a further 
reduction of more than six per cent. The 
small shop keepers are squeezed still 
tighter by the turnover tax. 

There can be no doubt that the new 
measure will meet with the greatest In- 
dignation by the broadest layers of the 
population. According to the social dem- 
ocratic Vorwaerts. one of the first re- 
sults of the decree was a deluge of pro. 
tests from workers organizations and 
other bodies. The shameless action of 
the Junkers, arousing popular resentment 
to the highest pitch, makes the possi- 
bilities and the need of united working 
class counter.net ion greater than ever. 

First Signs of United Action 

United front activities encompassing 
the Communist and social democratic or- 
ganizations have already begun on a local 
scale. In places like Oranienburg and 
Bernau, etc., cartels of prolefrian mass 
organizations have already been formed 
and put into motion. The emergency 
law promulgated this week should give 
the necessary impetus toward broadening 
out these united fronts into a central- 
ized, national movement that will break 
the apathy of the German working 
masses and bring them forward a good 
way in their fight against threatening 
reaction and abject enslavement. 

In Oranienburg. in Bernau, the Left 
Opposition was the one to take the in- 
itiative in uniting the workers organi- 
zations. The successes achieved will so 
doubt Instigate our German comrades to- 
ward a determined and powerful effort 
to swing the whole party into line be- 
hind this genuine movement of united 
action. 

'f'ime is pressing. The Brown Shirts 
of Adolph Hitler, banned under the 
Bruening government, have been legal- 
ized. Already, the Fascist deputies have 
donned their uniforms in the Prussian 
diet. Street processions of Nazis march 
in celebration throughout the Helch. 
Clashes between Hitlerites and workers 
are constantly increasing. The organi- 
zation of the Fascist coup d'Etat is 
developing apace. 

Clear Words Needed 

The new dose of misery which the 
latest decree has brought for the work- 
ing class — even a salt tax has been es- 
tablished (Remember the "gabelle"!) — 
cannot fail to have its sobering effect on 
the German people. More than ever 
will all workers feel the need of unity 
and action today. On the brink of dis- 
aster, the masses are straining their at- 
tention for a clear word, for a firm 
commund. 

Only the Communist party is capable 
of meeting the needs of the moment. 
But for that. It Is necessary that it 
cast off with one stroke all the fettess of 
bureaucratism and ultimatism that have 
been binding Its action. It is necessary 
that it throw off its isolationist policies 
—the theory of "social Fascism", of the 
"red united front under our leadership'' 
etc., etc. It must make a clean breast 
of the mistakes it has committed and 
open for itself the road of putting the 
reformists to the test before the working 
masses— the road of gaining the confid- 
ence and support of the majority of the 
class. 

What is at stake — we repeat— is the 
fate not only of the German proletariat, 
but of the Soviet Union and the working 
class of the worid as a whole. Every 
Communist worker is duty-bound to de- 
mand first of himself, and then, of the 
leadership of the party here and of the 
Communist International, a clear answer 
to the question : What Is to be done? 
The Lett Opposition has sounded the 
alarm. Incalculable danger lies ahead. 
Let every worker Communist realize hia 
task! 



the bosses 
Labor!" in 
Russia— an excuse to cut off 
trade and recognition of the Workers' 
Republic. On that account, many factor- 
ies producing goods for Russia were shut 
down, and we see where workers now 
enjoy genuine forced labor right here 
in Minneapolis! 

It makes no difference who originated 
the plan— the Citizens Alliance, the Tax 
Payers Association or the Farmer-Labor 
politicians in the Court House. The bald 
fact is: They who amassed profits from 



Youth Meetings in N. Y 

The Spartaeus Youth Club will hold 
its regular meeting on Friday, June 18th 
at 8:00 P. M., at the Stuyvesant Casino, 
Ninth Street and Second Avenue. This 
week's meeting will be devoted entirely 
to a lecture by comrade Carter on the 
extremely timely and important subject, 
WAR AND ITS ASPECT TODAY, which 
will tie followed by a general discussion 
from the floor. 

On Saturday evenings the Cl'ub hoids 
its weekly open air meetings at Seventh 
Street and Avenue C. We have a group 



the workers toil are now trying to crawl of good speakers and interesting topics. 
Qut of their crisis by smashing labor con- 
ditions. In this plan, the capitalists 
have the cooperation and support of the 
Farmer-Labor Party. 

Capitalist System Real Cause 

The present unemployment situation is 
due to the chaos In capitalist production 
and distribution. The capitalist system, 
based on the profit idea, cannot distribute 
what you workers need, regardless how 
greatly you need it. The profit system 
must go. In its place must be put a 
(Continued on page 2) 



All who can, are -urged to attend these 
meetings. 

For the following week, we plan a 
discussion on eurrent events. Plans are 
being made for a camp-fire, the definite 
arrangements for which will be an- 
nounced in nest week's Militant. 

All young workers and students are in- 
vited to participate with us in our work 
and discussions. Information can be 
obtained by writing to the Spartacus 
Youth Club, 84 East 10th Street, Nev 
York City. 
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News from Canada 

TORONTO ONTARIO^ 

An anti-war conference initiated by 
the Friends of the Soviet Union has been 
organized In Toronto. 

The first meeting saw the usual gath- 
ering of our old "stand-byes", but tbs 
leaders of the conference. In light of the 
new united front policy, made no attempt 
to delude themselves on the delegates. 

The second meeting brought several 
new faces and plans to go directly to the 
reformist trade unions. 

Our comrades were elected on the cre- 
dential, organization and executive com- 
mittees. 

Our motion that the speech of Lltvinov 
in view ot its pacifism and incomplete, 
ness be referred first to affiliated organi- 
zation for discussion and recommendation 
before printing, was rejected. Likewise, 
our u in end men t that Tchicherin's and 
Lenin's speeches at the Genoa conference 
bo considered in Its stead. One of the 
leaders of the F. S. U., who spoke 
against, said if we accepted Lenin's and 
Tchicherin's speeches we would be In- 
jecting politics. Another delegate said 
Litvlnov was mote np-to-date. 

In the discussion on the anti-war re« 
solution we pointed out the tremendous 
significance victorious Fascism in Ger- 
many would have both for the war 
against the U. S. S. R. and the new im- 
perialist blood path. 

The conference is very timely and can 
do spme very good work. 
• * * • 

Labor Fakers Have Hot Time 

The Toronto police are not going to be 
accused of making concessions. After 
allowing a previous anti-war gathering, 
the second meeting called by the anti-war 
youth elnference was smashed up. 

The crowd together with those from 
the rationalist meeting which had aim 
been broken up went up to the Labor 
Party gathering. 

To listen to the Labor Party brand of 
fakers requires more than a. conscience 
and good stomach and before long the 
Left wing workers began heckling the 
speakers. "Back to Russia", answered 
fakers. "Call the police", mocked the 
workers. 

As matters became hotter, the labor 
fakers began to appeal to the crowd on 
the basis of the fight they had carried 
oa for free speech. What this fight was 
they didn't explain. 

Police and detectives by this time ha4 
arrived and encircled the radical section 
of the crowd but nevertheless when Con- 
nors declared the meeting pver the 
crowd shouted for "questions". 

To the surprise of everybody, polles 
included, the fakers, consented to allow 
questions. The questions were brief and 
likewise their exposure of the half-doaen 
question asked. The fakirs couldn't ans- 
wer one and his floundering around must 
■have embarrassed the "Dicks". 

More of these meetings and the Tor- 
onto Labor Party will feel no more us* 
in "educating" the masses. 

— M. Q. 

Parly Member Joins Opposition 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

Dear Comrades : 

I did not intend to write this letter, 
for I believe it is overestimatlon of one- 
self to do so. But one of the members 
of the Left Opposition thought It would 
be of interest to others. 

"Intellectuals" who attempt to reyeal 
the bankruptcy of Communism, Instead 
reveal their own lack of knowledge. Per- 
haps I was one of these so called "la, 
tellectuals." For in endeavoring to rs- 
veal the shallowness of the Left Op- 
position, of "Trotskyism", the barrenness 
of Stalinism which masquerades in the 
Comintern as Leninism, became evident. 

When I knew nothing except the 
slanders (I did not know they were sland- 
ers) thrown at Trotsky, I felt sure that 
1 could make every "Trotskyite" "loot 
like two cents." But when I actually mat 
these "counter-revolutionists", or when 
i. read the literature of the Left Op- 
position, 1 could not see any "Menahevtst 
tendencies." 1 was engulfed not by the 
shallowness of "Trotskyism" but I was 
saturated with its depth, with its logic 

If it is treason to rebel against Stalin, 
who has diluted Leninism, I am proud 
of being a traitor. If Trotsky Is a coun. 
ter-revolutionist for defending the Lenin. 
1st path, then I must enter the ranks 
of counter-revolution. But I know that 
the Left Opposition is not a counter* 
revolutionary faction. Instead It is an 
organization which will divert the Com. 
munlst Party from a Stalinist line baeS 
to that laid down by Lenin. Therefore 
I enter the ranks of the Left Opposition, 
not by discarding the true voice of Com- 
munism, but by striving to have the 
stiflers of Communism stifled. 

Within the party I shall fight for free- 
dom of speech, against bureaucracy, and 
for toe unification of all Communists, 
(Not a unification of Centrists and Love. 
stoneites). 

—PARTY MEMBEH. 



Workers Fight Bureaucracy 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 

At the meeting of the International 
Workers Order, Branch 21, following 
the Minneapolis laminating conference 
so ably described by a delegate to that 
conference in The Militant of May 21, 
Delegate Singer of Branch 21 I. W. O. 
made his report. It was substantially 
the same as reported In The Militant. 

Delegate Singer was almost immedi- 
ately denounced as an enemy of the 
workers and a renegade, etc. and finally 
withdrawn as a delegate of Branch 21. 
They then proceeded to the election of 
another delegate to the conference and 
after several had been nominated and 
had as Quickly declined, the chairman, 
In desperatijon, called for volunteers and 
Meyer Shulberg accepted. 

,We wonder if delegate Shulberg will 
have the courage to also raise his t voice 
in protest against the bureaucratic ac- 
tions of the local party leaders and then 
report the truth back to the workers of 
Branch 21, »f the I. W. O. We sincerely 
hope so. 

The above sample of the way the party 
bureaucrats treat workers who honestly 
strive to make the party a real Com. 
munlst party accounts for the stationery 
membership roll ipf the party, despite 
the favorable conditions for recruiting 
workers into the party. The above is the 
story as related to me by a member of 
Branch 21 of the I. W. O. 

— COOVER. 
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WHAT NEXT? ; 

With the publication of Problems ot 
the Chinese Revolution out of the way, 
we are going ahead with WHAT NEXT? 
The book should be ready in four weeks 
at the utmost. Very probably by next, 
week, we will be able to announce the' 
exact date of its appearance. Comrades 
who want copies should order them now . 
as every order we get in advance will ' 
enable us to get the book out that much 
sooner. The price is fifty cents in paper 
cover and one dollar in cloth. | 



THE DRAFT PROGRAM OF THE 
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL IS 
OUT OF PKINT. BUT IS AVAILABLE 
IN THE BOUND VOLUMES OF COM- 
RADE TROTSKY'S PAMPHLETS. 

GET A FREE COPY OF PROBLEMS 
OF THE CHINESE REVOLUTION 
WITH A YEAR'S SUB TO THE MILL 
TANT. 



BOOKS BY TROTSKY 

PROBLEMS OF THE CHINESE 
REVOLUTION 

450 pages Cloth cover $1.50 

paper cover 1.00 
GERMANY — THE KEY TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL SITUATION* 
—SHALL FASCISM REALLY 
BE VICTORIOUS?* 
48 pages paper cover 10c 

HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION— Vol. I 
522 pages Retail at J4 

By Special arrangements with the 
publishers of this book we can 
offer It to certificate holders at $3 
DRAFT PROGRAM OF THE 

COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 
A Criticism of Fundamentals* 
Part 1 and 3 140 pages, 

cloth bound $1.00 

STRATEGY OF THE WORLD 
REVOLUTION* 
Part 2 of the Draft Program 

S6 pages 25c 
THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION 
158 pages paper cover 50c 

cloth cover $1.00 
PROBLEMS OF THE DEVELOP- 
MENT OF THE U. S. S. B." 
48 pages paper cover 15c 

THE SPANISH REVOLUTION* 

30 pages paper cover 10c 

THE SPANISH REVOLUTION IN 
DANGER* 

64 pages paper cover 15e 

COMMUNISM AND SYNDICAL- 
ISM* 

64 pages paper cover 15c 

THE TURN IN THE COMMUNIST 
INTERNATIONAL AND THE 
GERMAN SITUATION* 

(out of print) 10c 

WORLD UNEMPLOYMENT AND 
THE FTVE YEAR PLAN* 
48 pages paper cover 
(Out of Print) 
THE REAL SITUATION IN 
RUSSIA 

364 pages cloth cover 

SINCE LENIN DIED 

by Mas Eastman 
158 pages paper cover 50c 

(out of print) 
Bound Volume of all the pam- 
pblets indicated by * Only 100 
copies available. Cloth cover $2.00 
SPECIAL HATES IN BUNDLE 
ORDERS 
In Preparation 
WHAT NEXT?— VITAL QUES- 
TIONS FOR THE GERMAN 
PROLETARIAT 

200 pages paper cover 50c 

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 
84 East 10th Street, 
New York. N. Y. 



10c 



$1.00 



The Drug Clerks and the Class Struggle 



The Drug Clerks' Union local 581 of 
the A. F. of L-, is conducting a- "strike" 
at Halper's Pharmacy, 180th Street and 
St. Nicholas Ave. Halpers' refused to 
sign a collective agreement with the 
union. The store employs two licensed 
pharmacists, one junion pharmacist, two 
soda.fountain clerks and a porter. 

This new experience has already be- 
come a decisive factor in the further 
development of the Drug Clerks' Union 
and a source from which important con- 
clusions of organizational strategy should 
be drawn. 

Picketing Is undoubtedly a highly ef- 
fective weapon in the hands of the work, 
era, if efficiently wielded, to extract con- 
cessions from the bouses. But it is no 
legs effective as a means to arouse the 
dormant class instinct of the worker and 
put him on the road toward class con- 
sciousenss. There, on the picket line, he 
clearly sees the living alignment of the 
police and Judiciary forces and the entire 
govern mental machine with his boss 
against him and his fellow workers, 
drawing the class lines of the contending 
forces in the most contrasting colors. 
However, these class lines of the strug- 
gle are usually blurred under the reac- 
tionary leadership of the reformist and 
reactionary union. The case of the drug 
clerks, as the writer of these lines has 
had the opportunity to observe, the en. 
lightening effect of picketing Is quite 
glaringly manifest. 

It is highly interesting and Instructive 
to observe a drug clerk put on the strike- 
placard for the first time. He dons it 
timidly, reiueantly, casting shy glances 
at the passers-by. For even those drug 
clerks who have joined the union are 
still imbued with the asphyxiating ides 
of "professionalism", which blurs their 
real position on the social scale of our 
class society. But after a few hours of 
picketing a noticeable change in his gait 
and facial expression takes place. The 
meek- gloomy look disappears and a ray 
of proud resoluteness lights up his coun- 
tenance. He notices with fervent ad- 
miration that the working class element 
responds favorably to the pickets and 
that it manifests a gratifying solidarity. 
"And why shouldn't they? We are also 
workers", he remarks proudly. A few 
hours ot picketing, an Snnnitesimallr 
short period in a person's life-time, but 
what a thoroughgoing change may occur 
In one's own outlook In so Short an In- 
terval. I believe fhaf the writer of these 
lines has not exaggerated when he re- 
marked : "If it were only possible to 
have every member of the oinlon to do 
a few hours of picketing, we would have 



Henry Ford Counsels Workers to Return to Feudal Serfdom 



Henry Ford has let the cat out of th» 
bag. Why should an employer of labor 
on an extensive scale worry about work- 
ers who 'haven't got five cents for a 
head or lettuce'? Yet that is what he 
is thinking about, according to a recent 
interview written up in the New York 
Times. 

When the interviewer questioned the 
efficiency of Ford's plan for each of bis 
workers raising his own lettuce instead 
of buying it. Ford replied, "There you 
go with the same old idea, the money 
standard of everything; why I know 
plenty of workers who haven't got firs 
cents for a head of lettuce"! 

So it happens that Ford of all people 
is perfectly ready to scrap modern prin- 
ciples of efficiency such as mass produc- 
tion, the division of labor, and speciali- 
sation of work and skill and evolve in- 
stead a system of compulsory gardening 
for each worker. Of course this system 
has no connection with his plan of "rais- 
ing auto" by producing on the farm, gold- 
eni»d and muskmelons to be converted 
into rubber and gasoline. What then Is 
the idea? Simply to make the workers 
work for next to nothing— And why? Be- 
cause Hord too is helpless in a "system*' 
of competitive chaos — In a period of re- 
lative prosperity he could afford to pay 
relatively "high" wages, especially since 
the Market for autos had not reached the 
•aturattom point — But now the market is 
ruined, not because everybody has a 
ear knt largely because nobody has any 
money. 

Since Ford is helpless In this situation, 
the best thing to do is to force the work, 
era to raise some garden stuff— This of 
course will not support a family so the 
worker will still have to work In the fac- 
tory—for a very low wage. Naturally he 
doesn't need a decent wage if he raises 
part of his food himself! 

This is a long step backward toward 
feudalism ; that is, a subsistence level 
for the general population, a sort of feed- 
your-own-face agriculture with no sur- 
plus save rent paid to the landlord in 
the form of labor and produce — No sur- 
plus for exchange, no market, no buy- 
ing public. 

It is quite conceivable that Ford, a 
tyrant In management bnt a typical cap. 
Italistic anarchist In relation to social, 
organized life, may lead the way to a 
sort of modern feudalism — He makes a 
virtue of being flexible and alert to cir- 
cumstances — the usual vice of an anarch, 
istic tyrant — and at the moment he seems 
to be working on the theory that he must 
see that his workers get, not good wages, 
but food! This is Just another way of 
saying that capitalism has broken down. 

But how far can industrialism go In 
the direction of feudalism? The world 
market is disorganized— The buying pub- 
lic Is "liquidated". Farmers are being 
forced to cut their specialized market 
products and go in for self-subsistence. 
Wjorkers are being forced to buy shovels 
and hoes and raise food, and millions 
have no work at all, One fourth of the 
state of Mississippi has been sold at pub- 
lic auction in default of taxes; Tenants 



are ^obliged to feed themselves rather 
than concentrate on staple crops—Cor- 
porate farmg are increasing. Only the 
luxury trades have buyers. 

Yet it remains true that modern 
dustrialism and feudalism are two 
ooruptible systems — Ford, to Qnlsh 
feudal parallel, would have to eat 
autos! That Is consume the surplus 
produced by the workers. If the workers 
of the world are to be "liquidated" in 
respect to wages, who win buy the pro- 
ducts of their labor? If practically ev- 
erybody today, outside of bureaucrat, Is 
a low-paid employee or unemployed. 
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Back Numbers of 
Militant Wanted 

Borne time ago "V issued an appeal 
for missing back numbers of The Mill. 
tent. As a result of this appeal com. 
rades ia different parts o>f the country 
sent In what they had and we made <up 
a number of flies which are now on 
sale. We are sure that comrades still 
have In their possession extra copies of 
the numbers we need. If they will send 
them in at once, we will be able to maka 
up an additional number of files. We 
need not empbasize the financial impor- 
tance of the sale of these .files to us. 
It Is obvious. 

The numbers we need are : Vol. 1, No. 
1, November 15, 1928; Vol. 2 Ne. 4, Feb- 
runary 18, 1929; Vol. 3, No. 31, October 
1, 11)30; Vol. 4, No. 2, January 15. 1831; 
Vol. 4, No. 10, May 15, 1931. 

We need all of these numbers, but at 
the moment we need the last one a little 
more than the others. A little more 
than a year ago we made up a number 
of flies of *n»e Militant from Vol. 1, No. 
1 to the last issue of 1930. Comrades 
who bought these files have been waiting 
for bound fifes of the subsequent issues. 

The Issuance of the weekly Militant 
last July in a larger format created a 
new binding problem. We decided to 
bind in separate files the few issues of 
the old format of the year 1961 for those 
comrades who have the old files, to save 
them the necessity of buying the new 
files and duplicating much of what they 
already have. We need about thirty of 
the missing issues fr 1931. Comrades, 
don't wait. Send in all of these Issues 
that you have at once. 



where will the market be? The back. 
ward countries? Possibly, yet their "pro- 
sperity" is ruined along with the rest 
and besides, the best markets have al- 
ways been found in highly developed 
countries. 

The whole business, then, illustrates 
the suicidal mania of competitive capital- 
ism. Ford would doubtless prefer "high 
wages" all around but ho too Is helpless 
before the competitive chaos of which he 
is such a characteristic example. When 
the depression blows over" — that is, 
when capitalism ha3 depressed the work. 
era "sufficiently" and is ready to go to 
work again — there will emerge new 
groupings of land, factory and credit 
capital which will renew the struggle on 
a new, gigantic level. In the meantime 



a strong militant union." Unfortunately, 
only a few of the members are doing 
picket duty. The greatest majority of 
the membership, however, have not only 
failed to participate iu the activities of 
this so-called i. .■.■ ...i have generally 
sbowu an aUibuue vi indifference and 
distrust toward the union and its lead- 
ership. The reasons for such a state of 
apathy among the members are to be 
traced directly to the ideological make- 
up of the executive board and the man- 
ner in which it has been conducting the 
affairs of the 'union, which I shall discuss 
in the latter part of this article. 

This so-called strike has made quit* 
a commotion in the "higher spheres" of 
pharmacy. "A labor union has no place 
in as honorable'' a profession as phar- 
macy. The strike method is particular- 
ly "degrading pharmacy to the low level 
of wage labor," shriek the self appointed 
peers of the various drug store owners' 
associations and some backward clerks, 
who find consolation for their bitter lot 
in their false pride ot being a "profes- 
sional" man. 

Yes, gentlemen of the "honorable pro- 
fession" of pharmacy, "the bourgeoisie 
has, (long ago) stripped of its halo every 
occupation hitherto honored and looked 
up to with reverent awe. It has convert- 
ed the physician the lawyer, the priest, 
the poet, the man of science into its paid 
wage- la borers." (Communist Manifesto). 
les, bootleggers of the "honorable pro- 
fession" of pharmacy, you have not only 
"lowered" it to the level of wage labor, 
but you have degraded it to an occupa- 
tion of the underworld. You " ethical' 
pnarmacisLs, who are so greatly con- 
cerned about the high standards of your 
"profession", will not hesitate, for the 
sake of saving a measly penny to deprive 
the patient of the benefits of a medicine 
by substituting Inferior, therapeutically 
void drugs, by dispensing moldy, deter- 
iorated fluid extracts, tinctures, syrus 
and other medicinal preparations. For a 
measly weekly wage of twenty or twenty, 
live dollars you exploit your licensed or 
Junior clerk seventy to eighty hours a 
week. And to qualify for such a lucra- 
tive position one has to be, besides, 
a licensed pharmacist, an expert soda 
dispenser aud sandwich maker ; he also 
Is required to wash noors, run errands 
and other such "trifles". No — it Is not 
the standard of pharmacy that concerns 
you so greatly — but it is the resultant 
of the unionizaton of the drug clerks 
that you fear so much. 

The New York Pharmaceutical Confer- 
ence is acting as the spearhead iu the 
present crusade against the <union move- 
ment. It pours out torrents of demagogy 
and lies against it. Moreover, it has 
been attempting to behead it by organ- 
ising an auxiliary association of drug 
clerks under the guardianship of the 
Conference, i, e., a company union in its 
crystalline form. A serious challenge to 
the union movement among the drug: 
clerks, however, cannot come from such 
an anemic organization as the New York 
Pharmaceutical Conference. Its whole 
existence has been an expression of im- 
potence of t-ui disorganized and pro- 
strate drug industry. The real danger, 
however, is lurking from within the 
boundaries of the present "leadership" 
Of the Drug Clerk's Union. 

The executive board of the Drug 
Clerk's Union is composed of politically 
backward and organizationally inexperi- 
enced elements, incapable of giving in- 
dependent leadership. The membership, 
naturally, is composed of the same back' 
ward elements ; their ideology due to the 
professional veil and business basis of! 
thoroughly petty.' 
toward the' 



MILITANT BUILDERS 

Two comrades, thus far have won the 
bound volumes of the pamphlets offered 
to each comrade who, during the summer 
months brings in $4.00 in subs. The two 
comrades hail, as might have been ex- 
pected, from Minneapolis. They are 
comrades Hedlund and Coover. Other 
comrades who expect to get one of these 
bound volumes will have to get a move 
on as they are running out fast. 

Our comrades and readers, it seems, 
are determined to carry on the good 
work they did during the drive. A com- 
rade writes from Youngstown : '"Now that 
I have a little more time to devote to 
sub-getting I am going to try my best 
to get enough subs this month to earn 
that free copy of comrade Trotsky's col- 
lected pamphlets. And I'm going to do 
my bit to get more than enough." The 
Minneapolis branch passed a motion to 
continue the sub drive. EveryoiH' fami- 
liar with Minneapolis' performance in 
the sub drive knows what that foretells. 

Our staff is growing and embracing a 
larger number of comrades and readers. 
That is what we started out to accom- 
plish. That is what we need to increase 
the circulation of the Militant. But it is 
not yet large enough. Every comrade 
should set before himself the necessity 
of going after and getting a certain de- 
finite number of subs each month. And 
of course he should make every effort to 
realize this self-set quota. By this steady 
plugging we can build up the circulation 
of the Militant clostr to whwat it ought 
to be. At the moment this is our rev- 
olutionary duty. 

The stuff and Its record to date fol- 
lows: 
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Ford facing a very uncertain market 

at home and abroad. Is trying to save their occupation, is 
his own neck by a marriage of factory J bourgeois. Their attitude 
and farm which, on the technical level union is extremely vague and indecisive. 
may be an advance but on the human 1 It is true that the earnestness of cer. 
level simply means a feudal enslavement tain leading members of the executive 
of the workers. Such is Ford to the board in the activities of the union is ra- 
popular mind the world over, the per-, ther questionable. However, these ele- 
sonlfication of modern American produc- ments, precisely because of the Vacillat- 
ion and even of distributive technlquel i Q g attitude of the membership toward 
Typical, rather of the limitations of unionism In general," the backwardness 
modern capitalists. and Ignorance of the executive in parti- 

Of course neither prosperity nor d» ealar, have not so far been able to ex- 
pression is an act of God and neither has ercise any Influence upon the member- 
a base or bottom unless we put it there, 1 ship. Consequently, «the conditions tor 
but big business can afford to let things! the growth of a militant opposition with- 
slide toward the bottomless pit until folks In the present loose frame-work of the 
In general are willing to work for neit! union are highly favorable. 



N. Y. OPEN AIR MEETING 

An open air meeting of the New York 
Branch of the Communist League of 
America (Opposition) will take place on 
Saturday, June 18, at 8 P. M. 

Place: 125th Street and Fifth Avenue. 

Speakers: Clarke, Capelis, George Saul. 

All New York comrades and sympath- 
izers are asked to be on hand. 



Not©: On account of technical difficult- 
ies, the second article in the series on 
Unemployment and the Crisis by com- 
rade Arne Swabeck was skipped this 
week. It will appear in the forthcoming 
issue, — Ed. 



to nothing and eke out a purely nominal 
wage with a home-gnown head of lettnea. 

With a cud tor every camel 

And a hoe for every weed 

And a pew for every person 

And a chuck for every creed — 
In the momentary lull of "world peace-" 
(stagnation, breakdown, reaction, fake 

pacifism), capitalist rivalry takes the 1 

form of depressing home populations to] Pamphlets Wanted 

the bitterest limit so as to gain a new If comrades throughout the „ 

low level of production cost and achieve' will send us their spare copies of The 
an initial advantage in the next spasm' Draft Program, World Unemployment and! 
of world-wide competition for markets— W*e Five Year Plan and The Turn to the 



(To Be Continued) 

—I. DREYER. 
This is the first installment ot com- 
rade Dreyer's series of two articles on 
the situation in the Drug Clerks union 
In N. Y. The next installment will ap- 
pear in the forthcoming issue of the 
IV'lilitant— Ed. 



Republican Confab 

(Continued from page 1) 
laws are of capitalism Itself. And the 
Republicans are the most ardent defend- 
ers of the capitalist system. They come 
in for a thrashing whichever way you 
look at it. Their three years tenure of 
office (since the crisis) is enough to 
convince the most benighted and unin- 
formed worker that not only does capi- 
talism plunge them into misery, but it 
stubbornly refuses to do anything to al- 
leviate their suffering. 

Consider the speech of the Keynoter, 
Senator r,. T. Dickinson. For more than 
an hour he prated and boasted of the 
achievements of the president. He re- 
fused unemployment insurance to the 
jobless workers because it would degrade 
American manhood and drove them right 
on the breadlines. No dole — that will 
unbalance the budget. Then the congress 
turns right around and grants a subsidy 
of several hundred millions to the R. K.s 
to pay off overdue dividends. He main- 
tained the blgh standard of wages. How? 
By the famous agreement of three years 
ago. In which the capitalists gave their 
promise not to cut wages and the A. F. 
of L. sold out by its promise not to 
Strike. Result? In the words of Dick- 
inson "wages have been maintained at 
the high level wherever possible", which 
is an euphemistic way of calling this 
vicious wage cat drive that has included 
all categories of the American working 
class. "There have been fewer strikes 
than In any preceding depression", which 
means the treachery of the labor fakers 
has been complete. And now this same 
Bill Green comes crawling back on his 
belly to the same exploiters who so un- 
ceremoniously spit i„ his face a short 
time ago, to plead for the five day week, 
to allay the rising discontent of the" 
working masses! 

And what is the big issue at this con- 
vention, where everything Is decided be- 
hind closed doors In luxurious hotel 
suites? Prohibition. But we don't want 
to get rid of this camouflage issue too 
humedly, so we'll write a program that 
is neither wet nor dry, call It "resubmis- 
sion" and let it hang for three more 
>' ears - -CLARKE. 



country 



In this game too the capitalists have cut 
their own throats by making Germany 
the sweat-shop of the world and Inciden- 
tally destroying the middle class which 
Is the best guarantee of capitalism's ear- 



C. I, and the Situation in Germany we 

will be able to make up an additional 
number of Bound Volumes of the pam- 
phlets. To the comrades who send them 
in, we will give credit against their 



vival. The result will be either a break 1 copies of the Bound Volumes. Problems 



with capitalism (a Communist victory) 
or less a Fascist sweat-shop that will be 
the envy of other capitalist countries— 
Either event will be ruinous to capitalist* 
elsewhere. 

Feudalism was a rigid system of pro- 
duction and consumption on a small pre- 
nationalistic pre -industrial scale. Capi- 
talism cannot move in that direction 
without destroying Itself. The very at- 
tempt to go backward while world 
economy is straining to break its national 
and class bounds for a new form of life 
on a world scale is eloquent of the death 
pangs of a corrupt, chaotic, suicidal, 
competitive capitalism. 

Take your choice: "Every man his own 
head of lettuce" (back to feudalism) or 
"On to the proletarian revolution!" 

— «UX SOU.TBWORTH 



of the Chinese Revolution, What Next? 

or any of the other works by comrade 
Trotsky. 



IN PREPARATION : WHAT NEXT?— 
Vital Questions for the German Proletar- 
iat ORDER YOUR COPY NOW. 

THE TURN IN THE C. I. IS OUT 
OF PRINT, BUT IS AVAILABLE IN 
THE BOUND VOLUMES OF COMRADE 
TROTSKY'S PAMPHLETS. 

MANY OF THE PAMPHLETS AD- 
VERTISED ELSEWHERE IN THIS 
ISSUE CAN BE HAD IN JEWISH 
SPANISH, RUSSIAN AND ITALIAN 
FOR INFORMATION WRITE TO 
PIONEER PUBLISHERS, 
84 East 10th Street, 
New Yonfc dtv 



Forced Labor in Mpls. 

(Continued from page 1) 
planned system of production and dis- 
tribution based on your needs aud de- 
sires. You are the only nseful class in 
society. Thru organization, both poli- 
tical and Industrial, the present system 
can be done away with, and a Workers' 
government established. 

The elections are at hand. Use the 
ballot to register your nonconSdence in 
the capitalist system by voting for the 
candidates of the Communist Party. Stay 
away from the capitalist primary elec- 
tions. Sign petitions to put Communist 
candidates on the ballot in November. 

Refuse to work without wages! 

Demand cash wages instead of grocery 
orders! 

Unemployed insurance eat of bosses 
profits! 

Solidarity of employed with unemploy- 
ed workers! 

Long term credits to Russia! 

Join and help build the unemployed 
Councils! 

Stay away from the primaries! 

Sign petitions for Hie Communist Dartv 
eandldatee! ' 

For Communism and a workers' gov 
eramentl 

— Communist League of 
America (Opposition) 
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Reviews and News of the Working Class and Revolutionary Movements 

The Situation in Italy and the C P. 



The Fascist Dictatorship in the Throes of the Economic Crisis 

— — <1> 



Against the background of the world 
economic crisis which shows a marked 
tendency toward accentuation, there pre- 
sents itself a grave appearance, and in 
spite of the ferocious dictatorship of. 
Fascism, ot the explosion of the contra- 
dictious deriving therefrom which threat- 
ens lo break out openly. 

The Fascist government succeeded in 
riveting such shackles for the working 
masses thai, it was possible tor it through- 
out long years to carry out a policy ot 
systematic reduction of the workers' 
wages and equally systematic spoliation 
ol the working peasants and of the mid- 
dle strata in general. Thanks to such a 
policy, it was possible during the former 
years to satisfy to a sufficiently large 
extent its own requirements and the re- 
quirements of the large industrialists 
and landowners. 

But a systematic policy of unlimited 
starvation of the entire working popula- 
tion could not but lead Italian capital- 



A Letter From a 
Polish Comrade 

We publish below excerpts from a 
letter of a l'olish party comrade. At 
the same time we take great pleasure 
to greet the appearance ot the first 
number of the Polish organ of the 
Left Opposition Proletariat. Polish 
speaking workers in this country can 
obtain more detailed information 
with regard to Proletariat by getting 
In touch with the office of The Mili- 
tant. 
Warsaw, May 18, 1932 

. . . The last coal strike has proved 
to me our whole helplessness. It showed 
the fruits of an irresponsible, "rah-rah 
revolutionary tactic. In important mo- 
ments of serious and highly fateful 
events, we witnessed the inability of th« 
party to iniiuence the struggles, let alone 
lead them. I do not wish to go into de- 
tail at present on ali the crimes and 
stupidities we committed in the course 
of this gigantic struggle, which lasted 
thirty days. For, in the last analysis, 
these are not original or new methods 
and "capabilities", but everyday actions 
which we display always under such con 
dttions. 

But it is tragic and .deplorable that 
under such favorable circumstances, 
when the masses enter the struggle re- 
solutely and firmly, when Fascism brut- 
ally attacks and attempts to nip the rev- 
olutionary action in the bud and when 
the lVlish Socialist Party (P. P. S.) and 
other reformist organizations are forced 
to join in the struggle iresolutely and 
after all sorts of maneuvers, but never- 
theless, forced to tight—that in such sit- 
uations, wo do not pursue the events sys- 
tematically and attempt to shape their 
development by a sincere united front 
tactic, so as to push aside the P. P. S. 
and to take over the leadership our- 
selves. 

Instead, our role is limited to shout 
in advance about certain treachery and 
without any preparation, to proceed by 
two or three days with strikes that are 
called by the trade 'unions (with the ex- 
ception of two cases, we never succeeded 
in doing this) and in this manner to 
create an abyss between ourselves and 
the masses, who unfortunately still lend 
their trust to the P. P. S. • - - 

A few words about the first of May. 
In the coal basin this was a day of broad, 
strung and stormy demonstrations, which 
In many places, like Sembovagura, Sos- 
noviec Tcheladz, etc., brought together as 
many as from 5 to 1 thousand partici- 
pants who offered obstinate resistance to 
the powerful mobilized police. There 
were many bitter struggles, which took 
on the forms of actual, hours long bat- 
tles. Results: two comrade!* dead, doz- 
ens of workers and police wounded. On 
the other hand, in Warsaw and the rest 
of the country only negligible forces, of 
several hundred workers at the highest, 
tfrabl be mobilized and these wore very 
easily scattered. . . . 

But even in the coal basin, In places 
like Dombrova, we did not in spite of 
the great masses that filled the streets 
(10,000 workers) organize a demonstra- 
tion of our own, but trotted along be- 
hind the P- P- S. One thing is certain, 
however, that the P. P. S. has in the 
course of the last period, carried through 
a series of mas actions like the general 
strike of Mach 16, the agarian strike of 
April IS and due to this, could organize 
strong May Day demonstrations in places 
where it did not even exist before, as 
Saviertche and vicinity ... I want to 
take thl3 occasion to call attention 
to the fact that I have only lately read 
What Next?, The Permanent Revolution, 
and Tl»e International Revolution and 
the Communist International. It was like 
a flood of light. The works mentioned 
had a oollossal, shaking effect on me. 

They have not disorientated, not con- 
fused me, but on the contrary, conducted 
me out of the blind alley In which I 
was and showed me the way that must 
be tread. . . . 



ism into a blind alley. Indeed, the [at orship to control them will become 



sharpeiing of the world economic crlsU 
has reduced and limits continually the 
possibilities of exportation to the foreign 
markets for the agrarians and indus- 
trialists at the same time that the ab- 
sorptive capacity of the internal mar- 
ket has been reduced to the last limit. 
Since this problem which is interlinked 
with others of the greatest importance 
has attained an intolerable acuteness and 
as the Fascist government is not in a 
position to be able to solve it by the 
habitual police methods, the Italian 
bourgeoisie manifests signs of a profound 
uneasiness. 

How is it possible to reduce the cost* 
of production it wages have already been 
slashed to the barest limit, beyond which 
it is impossible to go? How is the state 
to meet its payments inside and outside 
of the country if the provisions of the 
budget have not been realized and in 
place of a surplus one finds for the past 
year a deficit til approximately two bil- 
lions, the large mass of the taxpayer* 



more clearly manifest, the displacement 
of these strata towards the solution of 
the crises foreseen by the "An ti- Fascist 
Concentratio" will manifest itself to a 
continually larger extent. 

One of the more especially character- 
istic of the "Anti-Fascist Concentration" 
is exactly that of seeking to exploit the 
mass movements in order to accelerate 
its compromise with the bourgeoisie, a 
compromise based on the security o£ the 
capitalist class. But in the eyes of the 
broad masses the reactionary character 
of the "Concentration" Is not yet clear, 
and consequently it would be a very ser- 
ious error to underestimate the still large 
possibilities for it to deceive the labour- 
ing masses. 

The program ot action with which the 
"Anti-Fascist Concentration" through the 
movement of "Justice and Liberty" seeks 
to influence and to mobilize the working 
masses against the Fascist dictatorship 
is able to arouse broad sympathies among 
the Italian working class. The dema- 



tieing constantly less able to pay? How gogie demands set forth by this program, 



an one meet the growing requirements 
of industry and agriculture which ars 
going through a sharp crisis, if the stats 
coffers are empty? 

These questions are raised by prettj 
nearly every one in Itaiy. And over 



these questions there developed heated masses if 



as for example land to the peasant, con- 
trol over the industries, nationalization 
of the banks, and republican Constituent 
Assembly elected by universal suffrage, 
directly and by secret ballot, cannot but 
exercise a large influence in the working 



GET A FREE COPY OF THE PRO- 
BLEMS OF THE CHINESE BEVOLU. 
TION -WITH A YEAR SUB TO THB 
MILITANT. 



discussions in the various Industrial and 
agricultural conferences which in con- 
clusion demand instantly from their 
Fascist government which In controlling 
and in intervening, largely holds the en- 
tire economic life of the country has 
already lowered the standard of living 
of the whole working population to such 
a degree that it will gain nothing 
or almost nothing more than at present, 
while Its own requirements (armament*, 
enormous army, police, spies, provoca- 
teurs, militta, bureaucracy, etc.) art 
constantly increasing. As a result of 
this, not only is it unable to grant fur- 
ther large credits, but it is forced to 
address itself to its capitalist masterB 
for aid. The last national loan of four 
billions floated by the government, which 
was covered in several days, proves how 
the Fascist government hesitated charily 
before embarking on the step But tha 
economic situation is serious and the re- 
quirements of the Fascist government 
are so great, that other, similar, "volun- 
tary" loans appear to become indispens- 
able, and within the capitalist class tha 
contrasts will sharpen, the uncertainty 
and panic will beat a path for themselves. 
The intensification of the objective 
situation contributes to the growth of' 
the discomfort and the problems existing 



one takes into consideration 
the fact that In the course of the last 
five years the exceptional laws have re- 
duced the workers to a condition of 
atrocious misery and of intolerable pol- 
itical slavery. Cornered in such a sit- 
uation the broad working masses are in- 
clined to follow the political movement 
which in their opinion has the largest 
possibilities and probabilities of freeing 
them as soon as possible from the tragic 
situation in which they are forced to 
live. 

There Is no doubt that between the 
time of the bankruptcy of the Aventin 
and the present the Italian sltuaiton has 
been enormously radicalized: this is also 
proved by the changes that have super- 
vened in the Concentratiouist program of 
action. This fact is of great importance 
for the Communist Party because there 
exists a number of infinitely greater »os- 
sibilitlcs than in the Matleotti period, in 
order to win the leadership of the mass 
movements. 

But the conquest of the leadership of 
the mass movements by the Communist 
Party does not operate naturally, due to 
the fact that the Communist party is the 
only party that struggles in the interest 
of all the toiling population; but it op- 
erates only on the condition that the 



in the bourgeoisie, the determination not! Communist Party can convince the mass- 
to endure the infernal situation created *» a&t lE '*• '" *?u* fact the only party. 



by Fascism which is beginning to mani- 
fest itself among the working masses. 

The orientation of the middle strata 
together with the persistent and tenace- 
ous anti-Fascist attitude of the workers 
creates an entirely new situation where 
the outbreak of an open political crisis 
presents itself as a very probable even- 
tuality in spite of the efforts of the Fasc- 
ist press to bellow about the solidity of 
the regime. 

The extension of the discontent to all 
the categories of the working population, 
and the sudden and even violent explos- 
ions arising from this discontent with 
a growing persistence in all the regions 



The conquest of the leadership of the 
masses by the party Is consequently 
closely connected with the correctness of 
its policy. Unfortunately the leadership 
of the C. P. I. is more concerned with 
reconciling its policy with the disas- 
trous zig-zags of the international lead- 
ership than with the real situation in 
Italy. Also, if the rank and file comrades 
aided by us do not succeed in causing 
• radical change in the present policy 
pursued by the party toward the social 
democracy and the "Justice and Liberty" 
movement it is to be foreseen that the 
party will play quite a secondary role, 
in the period of preparation preceding 



center of the C. I., a mere supplement to 
its disastrous policy of bureaucratization 
in the heart of the C. I. and the Com- 
munist parties. They had already led 
our party to grave errors in the strug- 
gle against the "Trotskyist" Opposition 
In the C. P. S. U. And they wanted the 
logic of bueaucratization to be continued 
In the ranks of the C. P. I. to the utmost 
degree of servility towards the present 
leaders of the U. I. Thus the leaders of 
the C. P. 1. have although with under- 
standable hesitations, arrived at the ex- 
ceptant* of the theories of the '"third 
period" with all that flows from them. 
One must recognize that once they cross- 
ed the rubicon, our leaders showed an 
inimitable agility. In fact, in order to 
catch the ear of Moscow, they cried very 
loudly that until an hour ago, they were 
deceived into not seeing that Italy also 
presented the peculiar characteristics of 
the third period; better still, that Italy 
was in the vanguard of the revolutionary 
upsurge This, in such a way that all at 
once the passive masses have been pre- 
sented us active ; the social democracy, 
an opposing force to Fascism, has been 
presented as social -Fascist ; the large 
section of the toiling population, who, 
they only a day before said, were bound 
to be influenced by the social democracy, 
was presented as having already passed 
under the banner of Communism. They 
affirmed that everything was represented 
by the formula : Fascism or Communism. 
Consequently the social democracy no 
longer had any role to play in Italy. 
They further maintained that the pro- 
letarian revolution struck so loudly on 
the door that our leaders did not know 
what to do in order to arrive in time to 
be useful in leading It. And we, Opposi- 
tionists, who wanted to restore a small 
measure of reason to those who over- 
heated themselves — in the frost, we have 
been branded as counter- revolutionists. 
• • • • 

About one year after our expulsion the 
C. C. convoked the Fourth Congress of the 
C. P. according to the usual bureaucratic 
procedure. This congress met in the be- 
ginning of the year 1031 when In the C. 
I. another turn was already in opera- 
tion and that no one spoke any more of 
the third period. In the congress, the 
leadership of the C. P. I. recognized hav- 
ing committed several errors. The Ital- 
ian situation was in reality not as ad- 
vanced as they had judged it to be; the 
social democracy has not only not ceased 
to exist, but still is a political force to 
bo reckoned with. 

The Congress condemned considering 
this fundamental strategical object ac- 
complished ; the conquest of the masses 
Influenced by the social -democracy baa- 
ing themselves on the disappearance Of 
t".e other anti-Fascist parties .... In 
the same way, the Congress warned the 



The Organizational Progress of the 
German Left Opposition 



"that one must not forget that 



of Italy bring about in the bourgeois ^ e crisis as wel1 as in «« period when 
class those concerns and uncertainties the «»** wl11 h *ve burst, 
which are characteristic of the moment (Despite the scandalous campaign ear- 
when the ruling class is no longer cer-j rled on at the present time against Bor- 
taiit of the possibility of its governing, alga m tQ e party, the policy of the lead- 
hut lacks the ership basically maintains his (Bordiga's) 



by the existing method 
courage to change it for fear of Insti- 
tuting something worse. On the other 
hand the class which stands opposed to 
It, the proletariat, is not yet conscious 
of Its force to assume the initiative of 
the reovlutionary struggle against th* 
bourgeois regime. It is in connection with 
such a situation and its duration that, 
the middle classes may succeed in taking 
the initiative of the anti-Fascist strug- 
gle which assumes already especially in 
the case of the country, a mass charac- 
ter. 

Thus we can explain the efforts made 
at present by the democratic parties of 
the "antl- Fascist Concentration" which 
through their movement of "Justice and 
Liberty" attempt to intervene In th* 
Italian situation with the purpose of or- 
ganizing successfully In collective mani- 
festations the discontentment of the 
working masses in order to exert a pres- 
sure on these doubtful and worried strata 
of the bourgeoisie. In order to win them 
over to their cause and thereby provoke 
the open political crisis from which they 
hope to emerge victorious. 

The hesitation of these bourgeois lay- 
ers to resolve upon a change In the form 
of government derives principally from 
the fact that ten years of Fascist dic- 
tatorship have so much enlarged, so 
greatly exasperated the class contrast, 
have raised such a high barrier between 
the labouring population and the capi- 
talist class, have so radicalized the sit- 
uation that even the parties of the "Anti- 
Fascist Concentration" have been forced 
to move from the moral ground of the 
anti-Fascist struggle on to the ground of 
the revolutionary struggle, having as its 
tendency to overturn together the Fasc- 
ist dictatorship, the monarchy also. But 
there can be no doubt that to the extent 
that the mass movements will develop, 
and the incapability of the Fascist dlc- 



nltra-Leftist ideology, of which it is only 
a caricature). 

After the de>h of Lenin followed the 
Stalinist political leadership in the C. 
P. S. U., which was made the leading 



party, mai ^t **!«<?(. >»w t ,.u. ..„ ».,-..-. 
there still exists a large passive mas* 
whom we are as yet far from leading." 
. . . and what is more "it is necessary 
to note that if it is true that the oarty 
has resisted the reaction and has con- | 
tinued to struggle, it is also true that: 
It hus suffered the consequences of the 
blows inflicted on it by the class enemy 
and also the fact that the whole working 
class has been forced into a retreat byi 
Fascism (disbursement and renewing ofl 
the cadres, weakness in the Industrial 
centers, temporary interruption of mass 
work)". And still more, the Congress 
warned the leadership that the "dem- 
ocratic danger" that is to say, the danger 
that "sections of the middle class can 
divert the revolutionary movement of the 
peasant masses and hinder their political 
solidarity with the proletarian move- 
ment, is in fact particularly serious In 
these regions (Midi) ; and it is an error 
to think that fhey will be eliminated 
merely by objective factors. The revolu- 
tionary bloc of the workers and peasants 
can only be the result of the political ac- 
tion of the party in the country." (Theses 
and Resolutions of the Fourth Con- 
gress. ) 

• * • » 

(Continued on page 4) 
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GELSENGIRCH EN.— 

(ielsengh'i'hen : Our comrades, Weber, 
Klayberg and Meyer of Gelsenklrchen 
have received the following letter from 
the district leadership (C. P.} of the 
ttuhr; 

Secretariat; "We communicate to you 
that you are expelled from the Commun- 
ist party for disintegrating work and 
factional activity. Motive; Despite the 
repeated warnings of the secretariat of 
the sub district you openly spread Trot- 
skyist pamphlets and you defend Trot- 
skyism which is the vanguard of the 
counter-revolution. The leading party of 
the proletariat cannot tolerate such 
openly counter-revolutionary knaves In 
its ranks. Continue on this counter- 
rev ohitiona ry path and one day you will 
Slid yourself on the other side of the 
barricade with all the counter-revolu- 
tionists In the struggle against the pro- 
letariat, in the struggle against your 
class." Signed : District Leadership of 
the Ruhr. We publish several extracts 
from the reply of our comrades: 

"From the accusations made In your 
letter: 'Disintegration of the Party', 
'Factional activity and spreading Trot- 
skyist pamphlets', the only one that is 
true is that we spread the pamphlets 
and the newspapers of comrade Trotsky 
and the Left Opposition. (Not seeing 
any reason to hide what Is we will give 
you the number of pamphlets and news- 
papers distributed since the tenth of 
February. They amount to seven hun- 
dred copies). 

"The letter speaks of openly counter- 
revolutionary knaves', who can no long- 
er be tolerated in the ranks of the party. 
Does this signify that double-faced, sec- 
ret and hidden knaves are less dangerous 
and because of that, can still be toler- 
ated? 

"In the 'motive', you counsel us about 
persuing 'our counter-revolutionary path.' 
If this manner of absurd speaking de- 
notes the political and spiritual horizon 
of the district leadership or of the writer 
of the letter, we have every reason to 
admit that the Secretariat does not know 
what the word counter-revolutionary' 
means. To encourage comrades who have 
without exception worked for many years 
in the party, to follow a path that you 
consider dangerous and Injurious — one 
cannot in all truth imagine anything 
more counter- r evolutionary. Above all, 
it' you think that up to the present time 
these comrades have demanded and tried 
in vain to engage in a serious discus- 
sion." 

BERLIN.— 

Meeting of tlie Members of the 
Northwest District 

The results of the elections was to 
be taken up. But, the report of Peuke 
as well as that of the leader of the or- 
ganization reached such a low level that 
entire locals "voted with their feet", that 
is to say, left the meeting. The reporter 
was often interrupted towards the end. 
From all the districts that communicate 
with us now similar manifestations of 
discontent are produced on the subject 
of the futile and contradictory policy of 
the party concerning the election results, 
of which they are well aware. 

LEIPZIG.— 

Our position on the past of the C. P. 
G. in the trade unions and our positive 
criticism of the isolationist policy of the 
It. T. U. O. (revolutionary trade union 
opposition) and of the "Red United 
Front" have often been expressed in ar- 
ticles and theses in the Permanente Rev- 
olution. Experience proves the correct- 
ness of our position on trade union work 
tn the practical realization of a true 
Leninist policy in the mass organiza- 
tions. Our comrades are registering suc- 
cesses In their interventions in the trade 
union bodies. The discontent against re- 
formism is favorable tor the conquest of 
the masses, on the condition that we use 
a correct criticism. 

The trade union of the maintainance 
workers organized a functionary meeting 
on March 8th, where they dealt with the 
subject of the "iron front" and where 
Borkert, genera! president of Berlin, was 
present as the reporter. In a report 
which lasted for two hours he tried to 
make the workers believe that the "iron 
front" and the candicacy ot Hindenburg 



were the methods of proletarian struggle 
it gainst Fascism. Our comrade, Buech- 
ner spoke first in the discussion. He 
spoke for half an hour before two hun- 
dred workers, ile demonstrated to tha 
workers in an understandable manner 
that the policy of the A. D. G. B. (I.'nited 
German Trade Union Alliance— reform- 
ist union | has led to the strengthening 
of the reaction, that the leaders of the 
Iron front are the same ones who sup- 
port all the attacks of the bourgeoisie 
against the working class, against wages, 
against social "rights", etc. That the 
moment imposes upon tiie workers unity 
in an extra-parliamentary struggle 
against Fascism and that the candicacy 
of Thaelmann for the presidency of the 
Reich should signify the mobilization of 
the conscious proletariat for the extra- 
parliamentary struggle which approach- 
es. Vigorous applause demonstrated the 
sympathy of the meeting for the political 
arguments of our comrade worker. 



New Issue of Greek Paper 

The fifth issue of Communistes appear. 
ed last Saturday with a variety of local 
and international material. 

A main editorial is devoted to an an. 
alysls of the politico -economic conditions 
which brought about the fall of the fam- 
ous imperialist lackey Venizelos and an 
explanation of the pseudo-radical Papa- 
nastassiou and his militarists that always 
.serve the Greek bourgeoisie In a serai- 
Fascist role. 

Also, the conclusion of the thesis and 
the proposals of the Greek Bureau of 
th« Communist League concerning the 
line, methods and ways through which 
the problems of the Greek workers must 
be approached by the Communists in 
order to avoid in the future the repeti- 
tion of the gross opportunistic errors of 
the Greek Stalinists, and articles about 
Germany, Spain, etc. 

Send all bundle orders to 84 East 10th 
Btreet, N. Y, a 



Coal Miners Strike 
in Czechoslovakia 

All the parties, included also the Com- 
munist party, were taken by surprise by 
the outbreak of the North Bohemian 
mass strike. It was a healthy element- 
ary mass movement. Shortly after the 
outbreak of the strike the Communist 
party very ably utilized the circumstance 
that the reformist leaders would have 
nothing to do with the strike but exclu- 
sively in the sense of the "demagogy of 
party politic ". The Red Trade Unions 
gave to the movement no orientation i 
e.. whatever demands were formulated 
were purely reformist— "social Fascist" 
demands. It was Zapotocky, this prac- 
tical man, trained l u all the dodges and 
artifices of Bubnikism* who was sudden- 
ly chosen as leader of the movement 
Smerai stood behind him, made a pro- 
grammatic speech before the large con- 
ference of miners at Revier. An old- 
lime High t- winy , r;l)]t , unl()[i hllreWicrM 
could not pass over the question more 
supcrficially-that a mighty political 
struggle had broken out, that above all 
made it « duty of the Communist lead- 
ers to further it towards a goal whereby 

he opportunity presented itself to raise 
lis political character. 

A miners' strike In Czechoslovakia has 
the greatest significance only if the min- 
ers o the Ostra.u.Distrfct participate in 

he struggle. The Ostrau mines and not 
those of North Bohemia are of vital im- 
portance f„ r transportation and industry 
Howler, the first ones who retreated in 
Ostrau and Kiaude were the functionar. 
ies of the "red union." This was frrc- 
imrab e right .up to the end of the strug. 
Si". In addition, the whole conduct of 

he official party, particular^ the bur- 

«wi«e speeches of Zapotockv, iuvites 

!e iT "rf^ ,hat Ule C '' <"" ™* " 
'struS "tension of the 

On the other hand, Smeral and Zapo- 
j tOCkj ' i,ldk ' at "d how the united front 
I movement really appears when it for 

STs".i£iT ( h IMt by the "' LeEts " ^ 

the Stalinists themselves, lB the lead- 

the 1 itlensts formed a united front m 
«o city of the world did the Fascists 
'«™ tioi. so openly as henchmen of £ 

f arty of the yeI,ow ,J stZ e br^^^ 
01 'ns. liquidated str-mretn &„-» i 
•'««« in the Oe^n'arenfe [ s S 
an unexpected victory of the Fascists 
while the C. P. can only point to entirely 
weak advances or direct losses. In the 
united front of the C. P. with the yellow 
forces it was affirmed by the C 
1*. that the latter were not yellow 
strike-breakers but worthy comrades of 
revolutionary fighters. 

The whole argument becomes more 
valid when one regards the numerical 
strength of the trade unions. In the 
German and Czech trade union organl 
zations and In the National Socialist 
trade unions there is approximately 
1.000,000 workers. (The Czech National 
Socialist trade unions are pure workers 
organizations; they are basically differ- 
ent from the German National Socialists 
in their composition and tendencies). In 
the reformist miners' organizations there 
is said to be 60,000 workers. The trade 
unions of the German Fascists number 
ali in all several thousand members. Of 
these there are at least seventy percent 
who are confirmed strike-breakers. 
One. might say that the red trade 
■unions are no stronger. That is 
correct. But the fact Is that the Facists 
within the largo trade unions have not 
the least influence; nor have they ever 
had, and on the contrary, the sentiment 
for Communism, for the Soviet Union, 
for everything that has a genuine rev- 
olutionary ring to it becomes strengthen- 
ed day by day. So that the red trade 
unions should have had a thousand fold 
more favorable position. And the re- 
sults of the mass struggle? an astounding 
rise of the party of the yeliow strike- 
breakers, liquidation of the mass strug- 
gle on the basis of the most negligible 
"agreements", while the united strike 
leadership was not recognized. 
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lUipg Yedrs off the M_gfft Opposition 

The Tragedy of the Chinese Revolution 



When the full history is written of the 
seqond Chinese revolution (1923-1927), it 
will stand out as an everlasting monu- 
ment oC condemnation to the leadership 
of Stalin-Bucharin In the Russian party 
and the International. For the first time 
in history was it given to the young pro- 
letarian of the Orient to take the power 
Into its hands. Such a victory would 
have extended the Soviet power from the 
frontiers of Poland to the Pacific coast, 
brought together elose to a third of the 
world's population under the triumphant 
banner flf Bolshevism, and given such a 
mighty impetus to the world revolution 
as it has not had since October 1917. 
Victory lay within reach of the hand for 
the Chinese workers and peasants, but 
something unprecedented in history took 
place : the leadership, clothed in all the 
formal authority of the Russian revolu- 
tion and the Communist International, 
stood in the way like a solid wall. Stalin 
and Bucharin prohibited the proletariat 
from taking power. In the Chinese rev- 
olution the epigones played to the end, 
and with tragic results, the role which 
Ileum's struggle In the Bolshevik party 
in April-May 1017 prevented them from 
playing In lie Russian revolution. 

The policy of the ruling faction during 
the most decisive period of the Chinese 
revolution was, as Trotsky puts it, a 
translation o£ Menshevism into the langu- 
age of Chinese politics. The theory of 
Stalin, Bucharin and Martynov can he 
summed up as follows; 

The Stalin Theory 

They proceeded from the standpoint 
that China, as a semi-colonial country, 
was being submitted to the yoke of Im- 
perialism which pressed down upon the 
whole nation, and upon all the classes in 
It with equal severity. On this ground, 
the bourgeoisie was conducting a rev- 
olutionary war against imperialism and 
had to be supported by the masses of 
workers and peasants. In a struggle 
which was to be carried to victory by 
the establishment of a "democratic dic- 
tatorship of the workes and peasants". 
The "revolutionary anit-lmperialist united 
front" was to be constituted as a "bloc 
of four classes" — composed of the work- 
ers, the peasants, the petty and large 
bourgeoisie. The embodiment of this 
"bloc" was the bourgeois Kuo Min Tang, 
the party of Sun Yat Sen, and after his 
death, of Chiang Kai-Shek and Wang 
Chin Wei. The Kuo Min Tang accord- 
ing to Stalin, was a "revolutionary par- 
liament", a "workers' and peasants' 
party" into which all the Chinese Com- 
munists had to enter as a subordinated 
group. Even after the Shanghai coup 
d'Etat of Chiang Kai-Shek, Bucharin 
shouted that "we shall never surrender 
the blue banner" (that is, the banner 
of the Kuo Min Tang). 

Since the bourgeoisie, according to 
tuts conception, was conducting an antl- 
Jjttpei'ial^st war against thf foreign 
brigands, the class struggle at home was 
considered liquidated. For the workers 
and the Communists to make any serious 
attacks upon the Chinese bourgeoisie 
would be to disrupt the "bloc of the four 
classes". That Is why Stalin compelled 
the Chinese Communists to submit quietly 
to the decisions of the Nationalist gov- 
ernment which established compulsory 
arbitration in strike struggles. For the 
same reason, the peasants movement was 
cheeked with an iron hand in telegraphic 
commands from Moscow. Similarly, the 
Communists were instructed not to or- 
ganize Soviets, first, because Soviets are 
the instruments of power of the prole- 
tarian dictatorship and "not of the dem- 
ocratic dictatorship", and secondly be- 
cause to form Spviets would mean to 
overthrow the "revolutionary center", a3 
Stalin called the Nationalist government 
of the bourgeoisie. 

The principal arguments of the epi- 
gones against the Left Opposition were 
that "Trotsky did not understand" the 
"peculiar" position of China as a semi- 
colonial country where the revolution was 
"particularly distinguished" by the fact 
that it was anti-imperialist; further that 
Trotsky did not understand that this was 
a 'democratic and not a socialist" rev- 
olution, consequently that its aim wa» 
a democratic and not a proletarian dic- 
tatorship; finally, that to "break the un. 
ited anti-imperialist front" would be to 
alienate the bourgeoisie and "skip over 
stages". 

This was the guiding line of the lead- 
ers of the Comintern. Its practical ef- 
fects led directly to the victory of the 
bourgeois couuter- re volution and the 
massacre of the vanguard of the Chinese 
proletariat and peasantry by the very 'al- 
lies" whom Stalin had chosen for them. 
The "Bloc of Four Classes" 

What was the "bloc of four classes" in 
actuality? It was the form selected by 
Stalin and Co., in which the Commun. 
Ists, that Is, the genuinely revolutionary 
vanguard, was subordinated, bound hand 
and fast, and delivered to the Chinese 
bourgeoisie. In the "bloc" the Chinese 
Communist Party did not retain a shadow 
of its own independence. The party, in 
a joint manifesto with the Kuo Min 
Tang, announced that it differed with 
the latter only "In some details", that the 
"united anti-imperialist front" had to be 
maintained at all costs, and that the 
Communists pledged themselves not to 
criticize the petty Ixrargeois doctrines of 
Sun Yat Senism. At the height of the 
(revolutionary storm the Coming nijsts 
played such an insignificant independent 
role that they did not possess a dally 
paper of their own, and even their weekly 
periodicals— we shall say nothing of their 
contents— were published irregularly. In 
whole sections of the territory conquered 
by the Nationalist armies of Chiang Kai- 
Shek, the Communist party and the trade 
unions continued to remain Illegal. Tho 
party, instead of becoming the leader in 



arousing and preparing the masses against 
the bourgeoisie, became the instrument 
of the bourgeoisie restraining the work- 
ers from striking against their bourge- 
ois "allies" and preventing the peasants 
from rising to take the land and drive 
out the kulaks. Rendered impotent in 
the revolutionary situation, Stalin never- 
theless left the Chinese party sufficient 
strength for it to hand over to the bour- 
geoisie the proletarian and peasant mass- 
es it should have led against Chiang Kai- 
Shek and Co. 

What conception did the Opposition de- 
fend? It took as its point of departure 
the fact that the semi-colonial position 
of China made the srtuggle against for- 
eign imperialism an immediate task of 
the democratic revolution. But, it point- 
ed out it is precisely this position with 
relation to imperialism that makes In- 
evitable the coming agreement between 
the national bourgeoisie— seeking cus- 
toms autonomy— and the imperialists, 
both of them bound together by a com- 
mon fear of the Chinese masses. The 
democratic revolution sets the task not 
only of liberation from the imperialist 
yoke but also the solution of the agrar- 
ian question. In China, however, the 
oountry usurer and landowner is so In- 
timately bound up with the urban big 
bourgeoisie, the compradors, and in the 
last analysis, the foreign bourgeoisie, 
that the agrarian revolution can only be 
carried out in violent struggle against all 
these elements. Will the bourgeoisie or 
even the petty bourgeoisie lead the mass- 
es in solving this problem? Quite the 
contrary. Only the proletariat of China 
can lead the peasantry in the struggle 
for liberation and the establishment of 
their own power. In this struggle, it is 
necessary to establish a bloc with the 
petty bourgeois masses, but a bloc which 
is led by the proletariat whose vanguard 
Is organized into a separate Communist 
party, subordinated to no other party 
and acting independently. 

What guarantees must the Communists 
establish for the victory of the revolu- 
tion? Primarily, to rely upon them- 
selves, upon their own armed forces, 
upon their own apparatus, and in the 
end, upon their own state machinery. The 
Canton government is not our govern- 
ment just as the Nationalist armies are 
not our armies and the Kuo Min Tang 
is not our party, but the armies and 
party of the bourgeoisie. The same 
holds true of the Wuhan government, 
established by the "Lefts" after Chiang 
Kai-Shek's coup d'Etat in Shanghai. 

Everywhere, therefore, the workers 
and peasants must form Soviets, for 
which they are already fighting instinc- 
tively. 

The Smashing of the Opposition 

For advocating this course of action, 
the whole apparatus of the Russian party 
and the International was converted into 
a machine to crush the Left Opposition. 
From Stalin and Martynov down to the 
last functionary an international cam- 
paign was conducted to prove that Chiang 
Kul-Shek was a reliable ally, and after 
be had drowned the Shanghai proletariat 
in Its own blood, his place of honor In the 
campaign was taken by Feng Yu-hsiang 
and Wang Chin Wei. The whole Com- 
munist press lauded the bourgeois gen- 
erals as "our own". The Kuo Min Tang, 
which the Russian Political Bureau had 
decided (against Trotsky's solitary vote) 
to admit Into the Communist Internation- 
al as a "sympathizing" party, was pre- 
sented to the world as only one step 
removed from Communism. To such 
lengths had Stalinism gone in the Inter- 
national that when Chiang Kai-Sheks 
armies entered Shanghai to consecrate in 
proletarian blood the victory of the 
counter-revolution, the French Commun- 
ist party sent him a telegram of con- 
gratulations on the formation of the 
"Shanghai Commune"! 

The proposals of the Opposition for 
an Independent Commiunist party In China 
were denounced without stint This 
meant, cried Stalin and Bucharin, to 
leave the Kup Min Tang, to "desert our 
allies", to drive away the bourgeoisie 
from the "united front", to "skip over 
singes". The bourgeoisie had to be sup- 
ported, they contended, and the bloc 
maintained. It is true that in the "bloc" 
it was the bourgeoisie who ruled and the 
proletariat who served, but this fatal 
"detail" was overlooked completely In 
the interests of the "national revolution." 
Even after the Chiang Kai-Shek coup 
(and it was not his first sign of coun- 
ier-revolutionism), Stalin doggedly main- 
tained his course. Only, in place of sup- 
port to the "Kuo Min Tang center" of 
Chiang Kai-Shek which was supposed to 
be leading the "anti-imperialist revolu- 
tion", was now put the "Kuo Min Tang 
Left" flf Wang Chin Wei, which was 
supposed to be leading the "agrarian rev- 
olution". After Chiang Kai-Shek had led 
his troops to Shanghai in order there 
to join forces with the foreign Imperial- 
ists against the Chinese masses, the gov- 
ernment of the "Left" bourgeoisie was 
set up in Wuhan. In this case too the 
ghastly experiment in Menshevism was 
continued on a "higher scale". Stalin call- 
ed the Wuhan government of bourgeois 
politicians the "revolutionary center" of 
the South. According to Stalin, the 
Wuhan clique was nothing more nor less 
than the "democratic dictatorship of the 
proletariat and peasantry". And if this 
was the ease, the proposal of the Opposi- 
tion to form Soviets in the Wuhan terri- 
tory was, you see, a criminal adventure. 
For if we already have the "democratic 
dictatorship" set up, what purpose is 
there in organizing Soviets, which are 
organs of power and must consequently 
be aimed at overwhelming the existing 
regime? This Is how the Stalinists ar- 
gued. 



Stalinist Ministerialism 

Into the Wuhan government were sent 
two Communist ministers, one as the 
minister of labor and the other, Tang 
Ping Shan, who had already distinguish- 
ed himself in Moscow and China In the 
struggle against "Trotskyism" because it 
"under-estimated the peasantry", as min- 
ister of agriculture. How did this bour- 
geois government, the "organ of the 
agrarian revolution", proceed to act? In 
the customary manner of all bourgeois 
governments that exist only by grace of 
the ignorance, disorganization and weak- 
ness of the revolutionary masses. It 
sought to crush the workers' and peas- 
ants' movement, and in this task it f.wnd 
the signal support of the two Communist 
captives who served the Chinese bour- 
geoisie as ministers under instructions 
from Moscow. Wuhan proceeded to "or- 
ganize the agrarian revolution" by send- 
ing the Communist minister and anti- 
Trotsky expert into the countryside at 
the head of an armed division for the 
purpose of suppressing the insurrection- 
ary peasants) In this one episode is il- 
luminated the whole counter-revolution- 
ary course which Stalinism pursued in 
the Chinese revolution. The Communist 
vanguard was transformed by Stalin in- 
to the club with which the bourgeoisie 
smashed the masses into submission. 

It must he acknowledged that Stalin's 
allies in the camp of the Chinese bour- 
geoisie proved to be less faithful to him 
than lie was to them. Practically at the 
moment when he was sharpening the 
knife for the neck of the Shanghai pro- 
letariat, Chiang Kai-Shek was being 
lauded in Moscow by Stalin,, who pro- 
claimed him a loyal ally, and condemned 
the Opposition for proposing measures 
against him. Stalin suffered the same In- 
evitable disappointment with the Wuhan 
government. It followed with almost 
staged accuracy in the footseps of Chiang 
Kai-Shek. The "Left Kuo Min Tang" 
leaders proved to be not one whit more 
revolutionary than their Right wing 
brothers -under-t he-skin. The fantastic 
"democratic dictatorship of the proletar- 
iat and peasantry", which Lenin had 
kicked into the dustbin of history in 
April 1!)17, proved to be, in China of a 
decade later, a reactionary noose around 
the necks of the proletariat and peasan- 
try. 

With his "workers' and peasants' 
party", with his " an 1 1-1 m peri a list united 
front", with his "bloc of four classes", 
with his "revolutionary parliament of 
the Kuo Min Tang", with his "dem- 
ocratic dictatorship" and opposition to 
the formation of Soviets under prole- 
tarian leadership — with all this Staiin 
played the reactionary part in China 
which Tseretelli and Chernov sought un- 
successfully to iili in the Russian revolu- 
tion of 1917. This is the only way in 
which the tragedy of the second Chinese 
revolution will be recorded in history. 
At every stage In the struggle, the Op- 
position defended the tested doctrines of 
Marxism, of Bolshevism. The Centrist 
apparatus crushed the Left Opposition. 
But in doing so it only crushed the Chi- 
nese revolution, 

— SHACHTMAN. 

■The next article will deal with the 
struggle of the Opposition for the plan- 
ned industrialization and agrarian col- 
lectivization in the Soviet UnEon. 



STRIKE STRATEGY 



by LEON TROTSKY 
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(Continued from iast issue) 



According to the testimony of Communist workers 
(cf., say Dcr Rote Aufbau), there is a great deal be- 
ing said in factories to the effect that the sectional 
strikes have no meaning at present, and that only a 
general strike could lead the workers out of their 
troubles. "The general strike" here signifies: the per- 
spective of struggle. The workers are the less apt to 
become inspired by disparate strikes because they have 
to deal directly with the state power; monopolistic 
capital speaks to the workers in the language of Bruen- 
ing's emergency decrees* 

At the dawn of the workers movement, in order to 
draw the workers into a strike, the agitators often re- 
frained from launching into revolutionary and social- 
ist perspectives, in order not to scare the worker away. 
At present the situation bears just the opposite char- 
acter. The leading strata of the German workers can 
decide upon beginning a defensive economic struggle 
only in the event that they are clear about the gen- 
eral perspectives of the subsequent struggle. They 
do not feel that these perspectives obtain among the 
Communist leadership. 
UNEMPLOYED AND EMPLOYED MUST BE UNITED 

In relation to the tactic of the March days, 1921 
in Germany (to "electrify" the minority of the pro- 
letariat instead of capturing its majority), the writer 
spoke at the III. Congress as follows : "At the time 
when the overwhelming majority of the working class 
takes no account of the movement, does not sympath- 
ize with it, or is doubtful of its success; then the min- 
ority rushes ahead and by mechanical means strives to 
drive the workers into strikes, then this impatient min- 
ority in the guise of the Party can fall foul of the 
working class and break its own head. 

Does this mean that the strike struggle should be 
renounced? No, not renounced, but it should be sus- 
tained by creating for it necessary political and or- 
ganizational postulates. One of these is the restora- 
tion of the unity of the trade unions. The reformist 
bureaucracy, of course, is averse to this. The split 
has hitherto assured its position in the best manner 
possible. But the immediate threat of Fascism is 
changing the situation within the trade unions to the 
detriment of the bureaucracy. The gravitation to un- 
ity is growing. Should Leipart's clique try under 
present conditions to prohibit the restoration of un- 
ity, this would immediately double or triple the Com- 
munist influence within the unions. Should the union 
materialize, nothing could be better; a wide sphere of 
activity would be opened to the Communists. Not 
half-way measures arc urgent, but a bold about-face! 

Without a widespread campaign against the high 
cost of living, for a short working week, against wage 
cuts; without drawing the unemployed into this strug- 
gle hand in hand with the employed; without a suc- 
cessful application of the policy of the United Front, 
tiie improvised small strikes will not lead the movement 
out to the open road. 



The Situation in Italy 

(Continued from page thretj 
The change in policy that took place 
initteo in March, 11)30 and the Fourth 
between the meeting of the Central Corn- 
Congress which met in the early part of 
1931, were not due to a re-examination 
of the Italian situation but were the 
result of a general change which occur- 
red in the policy of the C. I. and prove 
with what lack seriousness the leaders of 
our party concern themselves with the de- 
stinies of the proletarian revolution in 
Italy. And that what we had occasion to 
say was equally true, was shown by the 
fact that at the Fourth Congress, organ- 
ized by the leadership that expelled <us 
they were forced by the Congress to 
condemn several false political positions 
defended by them one year ago against 
us — and having accepted our position— 
they have not failed to slander us at 
this Congress. Nevertheless the fact 
remains very important for us that at 
the Fourth Congress, the leadership 
which expelled us from the party was 
forced to recognize the political positions 
defended by us as correct. If we had 
been able to participate in this Congress 
we would certainly have demolished the 
other false political positions which the 
leadership succeeded in getting ad- 
opted. In fact, the full responsibility for 
the Fourth Congress rests upon the 
shoulders of the party leadership which 
organized it after having estimated the 
situation correctly and after having put 
the party on guard against the "dem- 
ocratic" danger, for retaining the false 
theory of "social- Fascism and following 
from that, in persisting in the repudia- 
tion of the Bolshevik -Leninist tactic of 
the united front. 

The Communist party should become 
the most powerful motive force In the 
Italian situation for the mobilization and 
the unification of all he forces of the 
movement against the Fascist dictator- 
ship. It can be the center of attraction 
for all the working masses by aiding 
them In the efforts they are making to 
rise against the Fascist dictatorship. 
And in the course of the large movement 
which will multiply and gain leadership 
over It In a firm fashion. "But only on 
the condition that they do not turn their 
backs on the problems of democracy" 
(Trotsky), by giving up the absolutely 
negative policy towards the other auti- 
Fascist parties. 

By continuing to lead according to the 
false theory of "social Fascism" ; and 
consequently, by not applying the tactic 
of the united front as it was taught us 
by Lenin during the four Congress of 



LUXEMBLROISM— OR BURALCRATIC VILLIFICATION1 

The Left social -democrats chat about the necessity 
of resorting to the general strike "in the event that 
the Fascists come into power." Very likely, Leipart 
himself flaunts such threats within the four walls. On 
this account, Die Rote Faiine makes reference to 
Luxemburgism. This is villifying the great revolution- 
ist. Even though Rosa Luxemburg overestimated the 
independent importance of the general strike in the 
question of power, she understood quite well that a 
genera] strike could not be declared at one's whim, that 
it was prepared for by the whole preceding course of 
the workers' movement, the policies of the party and 
the trade unions. On the lips of the Left social dem- 
ocrats however the mass strike is more of a consoling 
myth superimposed over sorry reality. 

For many years, the French social democrats had 
promised that they would resort to the general strike 
in the event of war. The Basle Congress of 1912 even 
promised resorting to a revolutionary uprising. But 
the threat of the general strike as well as of the up- 
rising assumed in these instances the nature of theat- 
rical thunder. What is here involved is not the coun- 
terposition of the strike to the uprising, but the still- 
born, formal and verbal attitude to the strike as well 
as to the uprising. The reformist armed with the 

revolution in the abstract— such in general was the ,..„,„„ ... , c , ,„ - -,- 

„ , , , , ... , - . b ., rp, '.Some ultm-Lefts (for instance, the Italian Ilordigist 
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post-war reformist brandishing the threat of a general economic struggles. The attempt to separate the economic 



the calculation of one's strategy and not as a panacea 
in which is submerged all other strategy. 

Generally speaking, the general strike is the weapon 
of struggle of the weaker against the stronger; or, to 
put it more precisely, of the one who at the beginning 
of the struggle feels himself weaker against him whom 
one considers to be the stronger; seeing that I myself 
cannot make use of an important weapon, I shall try 
to prevent my opponents using it; if I cannot shoot 
from cannons, I shall at least remove the gun-locks. 
Such is the "idea" of the general strike. 

The general strike was always the weapon of strug- 
gle against an entrenched state power, that had at its 
disposal, railroads, telegraph, police and army, etc. 
By paralyzing the governmental apparatus the general 
strike either "scared" the government, or created the 
postulates for a revolutionary solution of the question 
of power. 
FOR THE DEFENSIVE OR FOR THE OFFENSIVE? 

The general strike is the most effective method of 
fighting under the conditions where the masses arc 
united only by revolutionary indignation but are lack- 
ing military organizations and staffs, and cannot be- 
forehand either estimate the correlation of forces, or 
work out a plan of action. Thus, one may suppose, 
that the anti-Fascist revolution in Italy, after begin- 
ning from one or another sectional clash, will inevit- 
ably go through the stage of the general strike. Only 
in this way will the present disjointed proletariat of 
Italy once again feel itself as a united class and 
match the strength of the enemy's resistance, whom 
it must overthrow. 

One would have to fight in Germany against Fascism 
by means of the general strike only in the event that 
Fascism was already in power, and had firmly seized 
the state apparatus. But so long as the matter con- 
cerns the repelling of the Fascist attempt to seize 
power, the slogan of the general strike turns out to 
be just so much space wasted. 

At the time of Kornilov's march against Petrograd 
neither the Bolsheviks, nor the Soviets as a whole, even 
thought of declaring a general strike. On the rail- 
roads the fight was waged to have the workers and the 
railroad personnel transport the revolutionary troops 
and retard the Kormlov detachments. The factories 
stopped functioning only in proportion as the work- 
ers had to leave for the front. The industries that 
served the revolutionary front worked with redoubled 
energy. 

At the time of the October overturn there was like- 
wise no talk of a general strike. The factories and 
regiments already on the eve of the overturn were re- 
cognizing, in an overwhelming majority, the leader- 
ship of the Bolshevik Soviet. Under these conditions, 
to call the factories to a strike meant to weaken one- 
self and not the enemy. At the railroads the workers 
strived to aid the uprising; the personnel under the 
guise of neutrality aided the counter-revolution. The 
general strike of railroad workers lacked any signifi- 
cance: the question was decided by the preponderance 
of the workers over the personnel. 

Should the struggle flare up in Germany through 
sectional clashes initiated by Fascist provocation, the 
call for a general strike would hardly meet the general 
situation. The general strike would first of all mean 
that city would be isolated from city, one section of 
the city from another, and even one factory from the 
next. It is more difficult to find and collect the unem- 
ployed. Under such conditions the Fascists, who 
have no lack of staffs, can obtain a certain preponder- 
ance thanks to the centralized leadership. True, their 
masses are so disjointed that even under these condi- 
tions the Fascist attempt could be repelled. But that 
is already another side of the matter. 

The question of railroad communications, for in- 
stance, must be taken up not from the point of view 
of "prestige" which demands that everybody should 
strike, but from the point of view of military expedi- 
ency: for whom and against whom would the ways of 
communication serve in the time of conflict? 

It is necessary, therefore, to prepare not for a gen- 
eral strike but for the repulsion of Fascists. This 
means that everywhere there should be created bases 
of operation, shock troops, reserves, local staffs and 
central authorities, smoothly working means of com- 
munication and the simplest plans of mobilization. 

— L. TROTSKY. 
(From WHAT NEXT— Vital Questions for the 
German proletariat) 



strike is again a live caricature. 

The Communist leadership, of course, bears to the 
general strike an attitude that is much more conscien- 
tious. But it lacks clarity in tills question also. And 
clarity is urgent. The general strike is a very impor- 
tant weapon of struggle, but it is not universal. There 
are conditions under which the general strike may 
weaken the workers more than their immediate enemy. 
The strike must enter as an important element into 



struggle from the political in our epoch is less feasible in 
our time Mian ever before. The example of Germany, where 
wage ngreements and workers' wages are cut by means of 
admlnistiative decrees should instill this truth even in small 
children. 

We shall add in passing that in their present stage, the 
Rlallnists are reviving many of the early crotchets of Bor- 
digistn. Small wonder that the "Prometeo group", which 
has learned nothing nad which hasn't taken a step forward, 
today, in the period of the ultra-Left zig- E ag of the Comin- 
tern stands mueh closer to the Stalinists than to 



'US. 



the C. I., at the very moment when the 
Fascist dictatorship will feel Its instabil- 
ity resulting from the fact that it needs 
to struggle against serious objective 
difficulties, and against the workers, the 
peasants and the middle classes of the 
city, in general, who are seriously begin- 
ning to inarch against it. At the same 
time, when the social democracy and the 
other concentration 1st parties are push- 
ed by the situation into a "Left" posi- 
tion, that means to lead the party of the 
proletariat, the Communist party, into 
isolation and therefore to be able to do 
nothing serious toward the success of the 
proletarian revolution In Italy. 

— SANTINI. 
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A New History Maying Trotsky Boo1{ 



IT'S THE WORKER 
WHO ALWAYS PAYS 

The B. M. T. (Brooklyu-Manhattau- 
Transit Corporation to out of town cus- 
tomers) decided to save live million dol- 
lars so dividends could be paid to de- 
serving stockholders, as weli as to bol- 
ster the price of B. M. T. shares on 
the stock market. Displaying an origi- 
nality that is nothing short of amazing, 
the corporation's directors hit upon the 
bright idea ol taking the five millions 
out of the paltry wages of the corpora- 
tion's employees. They simply out their 
wages ten per cent and called it a day. 
. * . • 

THE ELEPHANT 
NEVER FORGETS 

The national convention of the Republi- 
can Party renominated 'Erbert 'Oover, 
the stalwart Briton and Charlie Curtis, 
his American expression. Wall Street 
wanted Hoover. Nobody except Mrs. 
Dolly Gann seemed to want Curti*. 
Hoover has an excellent record. He 
plundered his way to wealth and posi- 
tion. He was at home in any land 
where profits could be coined out of the 
sweat and blood of the masses. He 
served himself and his roasters In Aus- 
tralia China and In Siberia. He was a 
bit late In Siberia, for the Bolsbevlkl 
took over the country in the name of the 
working class and directed all exploiter* 
to the sign which read : 'This way out". 
Which partly explains Hoover's anti- 
Soviet phobia. The G. O. P. is grateful 
to Hoover for his services while an in- 
mate of the White House. It does not 
forget its loyal servants. 
« • « * 

BOLTER BORAH CANNOT 
SWALLOW BOOZE PLANK 

Senator Borah, the eminent bolter 
from the almost uninhabited state of 
Idaho again threatens to holt the Repu- 
blican Party in the election campaign. 
He does not like the hermaphroditic 
plank on the liquor question which was 
framed with the object of holding th« 
drys in line, and giving encouragement 
to the beeroerats who want their beer 
at a dime a stein instead of two bits. 
It's a two-way plank and Borah is ft 
natural. We predict that the senator 
will be sitting behind the elephant's ear* 
before November with Rajah Hoover in 

the howdah. 

• • * • 

WHAT MAKES THE 
JACKASS WILD? 

The Democrats are expected to put 
on a livelier show in Chicago than the 
one staged by the Republicans. The G. 
O. P. menagerie contains a better col- 
lection of animals than the Democrat 
zoo. The G. O. P. is more responsible 
to the Wall Street trainer and is the 
keeper's favorite. But sometimes the 
customers like a change and the jackass 
replaces the elephant in the White Houae 
cage. They both serve the capitalists, 
though the Democrats are a bit wilder 
and woolier, many of them hailing from 
the hills. The class-conscious worker 
will call down a plague on both parties 
and vote the Cominunict ticket. It makes 
no difference . to the worker or the work- 
less whether he is plundered and re- 
duced to starvation by the Republican 
confidence man or the Democratic high- 
wayman. 

* » * » 

THE SOCIALIST PARTY 
ALSO RUNS 

After several years of comparative 
inner peace the Socialist Party enters 
an election campaign with a factional 
fight on its hands. The fight is over 
the question of Americanization, which 
means that Morris Hiltqult's jib is not 
considered an asset in a vote-catching 
campaign. Anyhow, a fight over the 
physiognomy of the party chairman 
proves that the S. P. is still alive. 



THEN THEY'LL HAVE 
NO BRAINS AT ALL 

The Human Betterment Foundation of 
Pasadena, California proposed to the 
summer session of the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Science 
that approximately one-sixth of the 
population 'of this country Is mentally 
defective and should be sterilized to pre- 
vent race degeneration. We learn that 
the enlightened state of California, home 
of Hoover and jailer of Mooney and 
Billings, has had considerable experience 
in tiiis race -preserving experiment. We 
also learn that six out of seven operated 
on are quite satisfied and regret they 
can be cut only once like the patriot 
who wished he had two lives to give to 
his country. Eighteen million mental 
defectives out of a population of 120,- 
000,000 may | seem an exaggerated figure 
but when one considers that thirty or 
forty or perhaps fifty millions of work- 
ers and their dependents are starving 
in the midst of plenty, the estimate is 
rather low. 



PROBLEMS OF THE CHINESE REV- 
OLUTION, by Leon Trotsky. With 
an introduction by Max Shachtman. 
4-tS pages. Pioneer Publishers, New 
York. Paper, $1.00; cloth $l.g0. 
The Eighth Plenum of the Communist 
International in May 1927 occupies a 
unique pl'\ce in the annals of our move- 
ment, If only because formally speaking 
it occupies practically no place at all. 
Confronted as it was with problems more 
acute than those which faced some of the 
preceding international gatherings, there 
has yet to come out of it a record of 
the proceedings. The Plenum took place 
at a time when the Chinese revolution 
was approaching its highest point, with 
sufficient material at hand to draw the 
most instructive conclusions. In It were 
argued out the fundamental questions of 
revolutionary strategy and tactics. Op- 
posing the official course were the two 
outstanding leaders of the Executive Com- 
n Ittee—- Trotsky and ZInoviev, as well 
as the secretary of the Young Commun- 
ist International, Vuyovltch. What wm 
decided there deeply affected the whole 
future of the world revolutionary move- 
ment. But to this day you will look 
in vain through all the voluminous ac- 
counts of the Congresses and Plenums of 
the Communist International for a de- 
finite report of the Eighth Plenum, for 
the documents presented to it and the 
speeches delivered. 

Suppressing the Documents 
In a word, Stalin and Bucharin sup- 
pressed all but the most meager account 
of this Plenum. The theses and articles 
of Trotsky and Zinoviev were put on 
the index ex purga tortus as counter-rev- 
olutionary literature, punishable under 
the Soviet penal code; Stalin even sup- 
pressed one of his own speeches a week 
after it was delivered ! This little detail 
in the mechanism of the inner-party 
struggle did not prevent Stalin from de- 
manding that the whole membership of 
the International vote to condemn the 
Opposition's standpoint in the Chinese 
question. And — let us remember it with 
a deep and bitter shame— such a vote 
was obtained without much difficulty. 
Just as the pre-war social democracy 
knew that its voyage towards opportun- 
ism would be facilitated by the suppres- 
sion of Marx's biting criticisms of their 
course, so Stalin kept the revolutionary 
criticism concealed from the parties so 
that Menshevlsm in China might the more 
easily get the stamp of approval from 
Its principal foe, the Communist Interna- 
tional. 

But even when you have at your dis- 
posal what the social democrats did not 
have — a proletarian state apparatus— it 
does not suffice for all time. Little by 
little, sometimes only in fragments, the 
works of Trotsky have virtually been 
stolen out of the underground bureau- 
cratic vaults and smuggled beyond the 
frontiers. These are the only terms that 
can he used to describe the conditions un- 
der Which the basic documents of Bol- 
shevism have seen the light of day in re- 
cent years under the Stalin dispensation. 
We have such a document, or more 
properly a series of documents, in the 
present work. Here Is no fragment, but 
a closely-knit study of the problems of 
the Chinese revolution in the last seven 
years which will furnish us to the next 
generation with the fundamental exposi- 
tion and critique of the most vivid chap- 



ter of the great epoch in which we are 
fortunate enough to be living. 

The: Value of Marxism 
This bulky volume by comrade Trot- 
sky is a most striking proof of the un- 
equalled "practical" value of Marxism. 
For the professors, with and 
diploma, Marxism is a dry closet phil- 
osophy. For the proletarian revolution- 
ists, it is a searchlight whose batteries 
are the distilled essence of past experi- 
ence, enabling us to throw a piercing 
light into tomorrow so that the course 
of the revolution may be properly guided. 
It is his mastery of Marxism that enabled 
the leader of the Opposition, as is shown 
by the contents of this book, to analyze 
each stage of the Chinese revolution, 
predict its next stage with accuracy and 
present the policy best calculated to meet 
(Continued on page 3) 



Leninist Turn Imperative in Germany! 

United Mass Action - Not Parliamentary Opportunism -Will Defeat Fascism 



The lifting of the ban on the Nazi 
Storm Troops has already led to a big 
spurt in the number of armed and 
bloody dashes with working men all over 
the German Reich. In Hamburg, in 
without*] Altona, in Kiel, in Essen, in Berlin, in 
Frankfort, the street battles between the 
Hitlerites and the workers have resulted 
in about a dozen deaths and in scores 
of wounded during the last week alone. 

Meantime the Minister of the Interior 
of the reactionary Junker government. 
Baron Von Gayl, is bringing pressure 
upon all the state governments to hasten 
the lifting of the Brown Shirt ban local- 
ly, where it has met with some opposi- 
tion. Every day, the plans of the Von 
Pa pen government — as the government of 



d'Etat — are becoming clearer. With the 
tremendous growth in the number of 
armed conflicts, the danger of the Hitler 
coup becomes a mutter of days. 

How does the Stalinist leadership of 
the German Communist Party react to 
this highly tense and foreboding situa- 
tion? it must be said openly : It re- 
acts with measures of despair, it dis- 
plays a feeling of utter helplessness. At 
a time when only the broadest and most 
centralized mass action on part of the 
whole working class can be effective, at 
a time when Hitler's hordes are at the 
gates, it resorts to petty parliamentary 
politics which only prove its complete 
bankruptcy. 

In the Daily Worker of Wednesday, 



the organization of the Fascist coup June 22, we .read: 



wow ici mi» v ! 

Our Great Propaganda Achievement ! 

Problems of the Chinese Revolution 

by LEON TROTSKY 

AFTER THREE AND A HALF YEARS OF PATIENT WORK, THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
NOW PRESENTS TO THE AMERICAN COMMUNIST WORKERS THE WHOLE STORY OF THE DEVELOP- 
MENTS OF THE GREAT CHINESE REVOLUTON OF 1925-27. 

HERE, IN COLD TYPE, ARE THE ANALYSES, THE PROPOSALS AND THE WARNINGS OF THE GREAT 
TEACHERS OF THE WORLD PROLETARIAT— THE RUSSIAN BOLSHEVIK. LENINISTS. 

COMMUNIST WORKERS! TEST THE TEACHINGS OF THE LEFT OPPOSITION IN THE LIGHT OF IN- 
TERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE! 

READ WHAT L, D. TROTSKY WROTE IN 1925-27 AND CHECK IT AGAINST WHAT REALLY HAPPEN- 
ED! 
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A First Hand Account of Events on the «Bonus Battle Front» 



WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Fifteen minutes from Union Station by 
trolley is the suburb of Anacostla, sit- 
uated on the Potomac, and at the edge 
of one of the filthiest parts of the river 
is the camp of the "Bonus Expeditionary 
Forces". Through a long dusty gully off 
the B. & O. Railroad freight tracks, one 
comes down to the circle of the large 
flat field, about four city blocks in dia- 
meter, clumped with half-wilted grass; 
the least rain turns the ground to a, miry, 
mosquito-infested swamp. From a dis- 
tance, the camp looks like so many sticks 
of wood, rusty tins, dirty blankets, rags, 
heaped up pell-mell like garbage, or like 
the very excrescence of the ground. And 
here, as a matter of fact, away from of- 
ficial, monumented Washington, the gov- 
ernment has dumped in this one camp 
alone the bodies of six or seven thousand 
ex-servicemen who, as the slogan on 
one »f their dilapidated trucks proclaims. 



arc not "bums but the Bower of 1917." 
Alas, the flower Is sadly wilted." 

The several rows of shacks, put up out 
of sticks, tins, lousy blankets, and rags 
ferreted out of lots and wreckages of 
former houses nearby, are no more than 
three feet high. The once "proud Ex- 
peditionary Forces" now creep into these 
worse-than-dog-kennel holes for sleep 
or for shelter from the scorching sun; 
they're useless in time of raiu, when the 
men, as one of them put it, "look like 
so many rats huddled together." But 
the men are patiently trying to improve 
these dumps by such means as, for ex- 
ample, mowing the grass down to use 
it for thatching and bedding or by 'using 
the all-too-few shingles for roofing. A 
good number of "our heroes" have no 
blankets and are forced to sleep on the 
damp ground. Like the camps, the men 
are as bedagged, worn and dirty, a lot 
as you see on the Bowery. They try to 



put up a brave show of keeping them- 
selves clean, but it's a sorry show. As 
one of the soldiers expressed it, "It's 
tough to keep yourself clean with one 
shirt and one pair of underwear which 
you have to wash in the dirty Potomac." 

The unsanitary .conditions and the poor 
food (scraps of frankfurters, half-dried 
spuds, etc., contributed by local restau- 
rants) are putting the men under a 
severe strain. 

Diseases Rampant 

It's difficult to ascertain the number 
taken sick, but it must be considerable. 
The morning I arrived about forty men 
were taken to the hospital, suffering 
from exposure, malnutrition and pneu- 
monia. Almost all of one contingent 
from Ohio — about sixty men, arrived in 
Washington sick from exposure. They 
took a freight train at Canton, O., where 
railroad officials promised them a fast 
(Continued on page 4) 



The Unemployment Situation, the Economic Crisis and the American Working Class 



While fhey are at It they might steril- 
ize the mental detectives who looked for 
the Lindbergh baby. 

• * * • 

Not to speak of those who believe the 
repeal of the ISth Amendment will liq- 
uidate the depression, 

— RIDBM. 



The American government is proceed- 
ing fuil blast in developing its "recon- 
struction" program to "break the back- 
bone of the depression". It solicits the 
support of bankers and industrialists. 
The prceram is epitomized by the na- 
tional policy of credit expansion aiming 
at 'releasing hundreds of millions of 
dollars in credits to start the wheels of 
Industry turning." 

So far two main measures have been 
taken; (1) the loans advanced by the 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation and 
(2) the release of funds by open mar- 
ket buying of government securities by 
the Federal Reserve Banks. About 
$1,000,000,000 in financial resources has 
been mobilized and set in circulation by 
these measures. But, as one financier 
laconically remarked; ''Nevertheless, 
credit has not gone into productive chan- 
nels, loans advanced by the member 
hanks are showing marked declines." 
Credit System During Crista 

It is well to stop at this point for a 
moment to pose the essential question : 
How does the credit system operate 
during a crisis? 

When the process of reproduction flows 
"normally" credits are stable and con 
tinually expand. When a stoppage in 
this flow occurs, due to delayed returns 
and overstocking of markets, there is 
a superabundance of capital, of produc- 
tive capital available; but, in a form 
in which it cannot perform its function. 
It is a mass ot commodity capital which 
13 unsaleable because of its very super- 
abundance. It Is a mass of fixed capital 
which remains unused because the very 



duction capacity of American industry, 
now not utilized, and with it the mil- 
lions strong army of unemployed work- 
ers. Ln such a situation credit is con- 
tracted for good and sufficient reasons. 
Firstly, because this capital remains un- 
employed. Secondly, because the confid- 
ence in the continuity of the process 
of reproduction is shaken and thirdly, 
because the demand for this kind of com- 
mercial credits decreases. Those maiai- 



loan capital wanders right hack to tie 
banks in settlement of interests and 
maturities. The rate of profit, and with 
it, the demand for industrial capital have 
almost reached the vanishing point. 

It is therefore no wonder that the 
loans advanced by the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation, to the tune of more 
than one half billion dollars today, with 
hut two small exceptions, all went to 
meet obligations of principal or interest. 



taeturers who curtail, or cease produc-j The two exceptions were a $27,500,000 to 
tion because they have lots of unsold ! the Pennsyvania Railroad, and a $4,399,- 
goods on hand, or at least lack demand j 000 loan to New York Central Railroad, 
for their goods, do not need to buy on both of which are claimed to be for 
credit. I purposes of reconstruction. From the 

I other category of loans we will mention 
only one instance, that of $32,500,000 to 
the Baltimore and Ohio .Railroad, ad- 



It is not a case ot there being no- 
need of loan capital. There is such a| 
need. But loan capital performs one 1 
distinct function during the upward 1 
curve of the production cycle, and an 
entirely different one during the crisis.' 
During the upward curve, loan capital 1 
1b in demand for the purpose of being 
transformed into productive capital. 
During the upward curve, loan capital 



vanced solely for the meeting of out- 
standing obligations of the company. 

Credit and Industry 

Surely, the credit expansion policy ie 
developing full blast. The bankers and 
industrialists are being taken care ot. 
For the latter the maturing bills are be- 



ta in demand for the purpose of being j n g me [ aa $ toe the former the bills of 

transformed into productive capital. 1 exchange are being converted into cash. 

During the crisis hills of exchange But — the wheels of Industry are not 

continue to press for conversion into turning. 

cash. But the majority of the bills re-' ■• fngeGious " pro posal .ffered 

present actual sales and purchases. g Committee of bankers and 

which, to make matters worse, have been 

extended far beyond the demands of 

aociety. 



of thousands of small home owners who 
have mortgage obligations which, dur- 
ing these hard times, it becomes doubly 
hard to meet. And that is the grand idea 
of the committee, to facilitate the ad- 
vancing of loans for such purposes. It 
is not so much to make sure that the 
small home owner keeps his home. No, 
the bankers do not want to have too 
much real -estate on their hands. But 
meeting these mortgage obligations en- 
ables the banks to keep their dividends 
in shape. Of course, — this will not 
start the wheels of industry turning 
either. 

How do matters then stand with the 
second measure of the credit expansion 
scheme? During the period of accelerated 
buying, or taking over, of government 
securities by the Federal Reserve Banks, 
between April 13 and May 18, a total 
of $480,000,000 were released. This op- 
eration is now said to have "arrested 
the catastrophic decline in bank credits 
in progress since last July." But loans 
and Investments made by all the mem- 
ber banks throughout the country con- 
tinue to lag nevertheless. 

Where are the Markets 

With these huge funds made avail- 
able, the problem still remained one of 
finding ways and means for putting them 
to work. The dilemma is, what to do 



industrialists have better prospects of with the credits available— with the ex- 
success? We recall that much ado was panded ciedits. Where are the markets 
made out of the creation of this com- for profitable investments? This Is the 
mlttee and its prospective aid in the question asked by the perturbed flnanci- 
Operation of Loom Capital [ "reconstruction" program. By its make ers ; and the cruel answer is : The mar- 
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borrowing is done for the purpose of about $18,000,000,000. Now the com- The National City Bank of New York 

what it in Its monthly letter of June bewails the 
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"With a view of preventing the final 
election of a Fascist president in the 
Prussian Diet, the Communist party 
proposes to refrain from filing its own 
candidates and to vote for candidates 
of the catholics and socialists, providing 
these accept two conditions, namely, 
the restoration of freedom of assembl- 
age, of press and radio with the Com- 
munist right to speak and agree to re- 
ject the I'apen emergency decrees for 
Prussia." 

Unannounced, unexplained, restricted 
to the parliamentary field alone, this 
form of the "united front" can only 
bring further confusion into the minds 
of the Communist workers. As a first 
step, this sort of "united front" — limit- 
ed to parliament — smells of the worst 
sort of opportunism, the opportunism of 
the Brandler type of 1923. As such it 
must he decisively rejected by all seri. 
ous Communist workers. 

What is needed now is first of all, a 
frank and sincere avowal of the ultra- 
Leftist mistakes by the leadership of the 
C. P. G. If a turn In policy la to be 
carried out, it can only he done effectively 
in the Bolshevik manner, in the manner 
of Lenin — before the eyes of the whole 
working class. . The entire policy of 
bureaucratic ultimatums, of the "red 
United Front", or social Fascism must be 
honestly and thoroughly brushed aside. 
The confidence of the working class in 
the seriousness of the Communist lead- 
ership must be regained. 

The action of the C. P. G. in the Prus. 
sian Diet is a rotten carricature of the 
"united front". Only desperate bureau- 
crats, only people who are at the end 
of their rope can believe that the Fascist 
menace can be warded off by an agree- 
ment to vote for the candidates of our 
political enemies — the Catholics and the 
social democrats. The whole affair la 
a distortion, a travesty on the Leninist 
United Front. 

The aim of the Leninist United Front' 
is to set the masses In motion, to prepare 
them foe Communist leadership by prov- 
ing to them In action that only the Com. 
mwtfst program Us adHqnate to tfcelr 
needs. That is why the Left Opposition 
must discard this step of the Stalinists 
which is merely a headless zig-zag from 
the "united front only from below" to 
the "united front" with the top pure 
and simple. 

The Communists must approach the 
social democrats and the reformist lead- 
ers with an eye directed to their fol- 
lowers. This requires that a concrete 
and realistic program of action be pro- 
posed as the basis of the 'united front. 
Such a program is the program of mass 
united front action proposed by our 
brother section, the German Left Opposi- 
tion. 

The German Bolshevik-Leninists pro- 
pose the following as a basis: 

"1. Military Defense Against Fascism, 
The formation of Bed Hundreds In fac- 
tories and unemployment registries, In 
the working class quarters, to beat back 
Fascist attacks and punitive expeditions. 
"2. Against wage and unemployment 
relief reduction. The formation of car. 
tels locally, in the factories, and finally 
In the whole Reich, consisting of factory 
councils and com ml tees of the unem- 
ployed, to counter wage and relief re- 
duction with strikes, with the seizure 
of closed down factories and by 
of controlling production through these 
organs. Execution of a plan of econ- 
omic collaboration between Germany and 
the U. 8. S. R. 

"3. Struggle against war. Prevention 
of war production and munition trans- 
ports by strikes 

"4. The National Congress of these 
cartels is to make preparations to meet 
Hitler's terrorists acts and his seizure 
of power locally and nationally and will 
elect a national Cartel of factory and 
Unemployed Councils. 

"5. As the first common action of the 
Communist Party of Germany, the So- 
cialist Party of Germany and the Free 
Trade Unions, demonstrations under the 
following slogans. 

"Against the dictatorship of the Gen- 
erals and against Fascism. 

"Against all wage and unemployment 
relief reduction. 

"For Control of Production. 
"For the National Cartel of Factory 
and Unemployed Councils, 
"For the Defense of the Soviet Union." 
We must say candidly and sharply : 
There is a crisis in the leadership of the 
German Communist Party which breeds 
disaster. Only the immediate and deter- 
mined aid of the Communist workers all 
over the world can prevent the baleful 
consequences of this crisis. 

Worker Communists, members of the 
Communist Party of the U. S. A.! Raise 
your voices before It is too late. Pass 
resolutions in your units and forward 
them to the Communist Party of Ger- 
many. Demand an open and sincere 
turn to a Leninist United Front policy 
that will defeat Fascism before it seizes 
power. Push the C. P. G. into action ! 
For the revolutionary working class of 
the world, the key to the situation lies 
In the hands of the Communist Party 
of Germany. —THE MILITANT. 
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Oppositionist Seated 
at Philly Conference 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

The Philadelphia "United Front Anti- 
terror Conference" called by the Inter- 
national Labor Defense met on June 16 
at Friends Meeting House. The meeting 
opened at nine o'clock with thirty peo- 
ple, delegates and visitors, present. Alter 
the chairman, the secretary and a joint 
credentials committee were elected, the 
I. L. D. organizer reported. He told the 
purpose of the meeting and depicted the 
current police terror against the work- 
ers and the curbing of the well-known 
-constitutional guarantees". A prepared 
organizational report was presented. 
Mimeographed copies were given to the 
delegates. It called for the ordinary 
methods of organization and propaganda 
work, dealt with a demonstration on 
July 4 and a petition campaign against 
the state Sedition Act. 

The iloor was opened for discussion of 
the report. Leon Goodman was the de- 
legate of the local branch of the Com. 
munist League of America (Opposition) 
and began the discussion. The capitalist 
terror is not unexpected to Communists. 
The vanguard bears the brunt of attack 
now. This is a prelude to a broadened 
attack on the whole class. It is impell- 
ed by sheer necessity to defend itself. 
By defending every single case, the work- 
ers protect their own interests Thus 
the case of Mooney symbolizes labor's 
enslavement. 

To reach and organize the workers 
we must take advantage ot every aven-ue 
of "democracy" open to us under thl3 | 
capitalist system. The plan for a de-^ 
monstratton of July 4 is most fitting. 
Whatever legality the movement na^ 
must be defended. We should learn the. 
lessons of the recent Canadian experl-j 
ences. After a false start, the I. L. D.j 
there adopted the united front policy as' 
the only means to defend the movement^ 
The conference there changed its name to 
"conference 'for the repeal of section 98" | 
and approached the A. if". o£ L. unions 
and other organizations with some suc- 
cess. But a full and whole-hearted, con- 
sistent approach is needed. | 

Goodman proposed that since the meeU 
ing was not really a conference at all, 
it constitute itself a preliminary confer- 
ence to call a real united front confer- 
ence of all working class organizations 
to meet shortly before July 4— which 
should mobilize further for the demon- 
stration and the other work outlined. 
Further— that the name "Anti-Terror Con- 
ference" is not the best, it did not fit 
in with the elementary duty of the con- 
ference, and should be changed since it Is 
misleading. He proposed to take the 
name "United Front Conference to De- 
fend Workers' Free Speech". Then it 
will be clear to all thut we will be de- 
fending the rights of workers to meet, 
to speak and to organize. The defense 
of these rights will necessarily be a de- 
fense against capitalist terror. Goodman 
told the meeting that in all the work 
outlined by the conference, his organiza- 
tion, the Communist League (Opposition) 
would give its whole-hearted support, 

When he had finished and another de- 
legate had spoken, the chairman an- 
nounced that there was an original pro- 
posal of the committee to call another 
conference June 30. He then left the 
room to meet with the committee. No 
one knew what for? There was little 
discussion. Comrade Holmes denied tha 
advisability of changing the name of the 
conference. He said in substance that 
the struggle for free speech, etc., was not 
as broad and inclusive as the term anti- 
terror ; and that the main work of the 
confeence would in any case be for the 
defense of workers' free speech. He 
calied attention to the fact that two of 
the three slogans dealt directly with 
workers rights. No more was said by 
any of the other delegates. 

The credentials and resolution commit- 
tee reported that there were represented 
54 delegates of 35 organizations with a 
total membership of T,500 workers. 
Twelve I. L. D. branches, two A. F. L. 
locals, three T. U. U. L. unions, three 
political organizations and fifteen frat- 
ernal bodies. 

Goodman nose at once to ask what 
were the names of tlie "political organi- 
zations". The information was stubborn- 
ly refused. The committee in charge, oid 
Lovestoneite burocrats, adepts at "hiding 
the name of tlie party", were here trying 
to hide the name of Communist League 
(O.), in order later to say— no delegate 
was present. Goodman asked that the 
names of the organizations be read. A 
vote was taken, 22 for, 7 against. 

The 7 votes surprised the burocrats, 
and after some delegates had taken th» 
iloor again on this, the chairman, Bill 
Lawrence, made a turn about face — gave 
his stamp to it and took a vote again. 
This time 28 voted to read the namea. 
The names surprised no one. The usual 
list — Lithuanian Chorus, Jewish Workers 
Club, etc.. Unions — 2, A. F. L. locals, 
3 T. U U. L. The Communist party, 
the Y. C. L and, relucantly, the name 
Communist League (O. ) , were drawn 
from the list. No delegate took the hint 
of the chairman, for any objections to 
any organization, and nil delegates were 
declared seated. 

Resolutions against the Dies BUI, 
against the Flynn Sedition Act and for 
the release of Lawrence, Roth and 
Adams, etc., were unanimously passed ; 
as were various other telegrams of pro- 
test to the mayor and the governor. A 
resolution and motion Goodman intro- 
duced based on his proposals was de- 
feated. The chairman warned him not 
to "bulldoze" the meeting when he in- 
sisted on a vote on his resolution." 

— l. a. 



Party's N. Y. State 
Nominating Convention 

BUFFALO, N. Y' 

We have just returned from the party's 
state nominating convention at Schenec- 
tady It must be said that we left the 
convenion with very little inspiration. 
One can't continue to get enthusiastic 
over omnipresent monolithism. And that 
was just how dead this gathering was. 
For all the concrete things achieved 
there, the convention might just as well 
huve been held in Astrakhan or for that 
matter, in Oshkosh. 

There were about 400 delegates, her- 
metically sealed Stalinites "representing" 
the International Workers Order, the I. 
L. D. and other kosher mass organiza- 
tions. Prominent among the big shots 
were the old goose master, I. Amter, 
Wobbling William Weinstone, etc., who 
are tilling the higher places in the party 
market. 

Things dragged along in the usual man- 
ner with the same soap bos speeches 
and the same sectarian narrowness. No 
local issues were raised, in spite of all 
the theses and resolutions about "link- 
ing up". No concrete tasks were out- 
lined. The "leaders" seemed to be in- 
tent to restrict themselves to implanting 
illusions in the delegates concerning the 
possible election successes. The burning 
international situation, the crystal-clear 
, Fascist danger in Germany, did not re- 
ceive even a moment of attention. 

Instead, all the picayune and petty 
gestures were employed to illustrate the 
general line. Thus, for instance, the 
rigid Insistence on the nomination of 
negro candidates by white comrades and 
vice versa. This seems to be the best 
way the Stalinists know of applying a 
correct tactic toward the Negro question. 
Many comrades are frankly disgusted 
with this comedy. They realize that it 
is first of all necessary to have a serious 
attitude to approach the problem of the 
unity of the white and the black workers. 
Some remarked about the sterile, schem- 
atic way in which the party treats this 
problem and mumbled something — in 
jest — about the "dialectic" capacities of 
the leadership. 

But the spice of the program was 
A rater's proposal to put forward the 
slogan "to postpone the war so as to 
give the Russian comrades an opportun- 
ity to entrench socialism". We have be- 
come so accustomed to Amter's phantas- 
teries that even this gem got by with- 
out a ripple. A comrade told us that if 
Amter brings this slogan out into the 
open, he would fight it to the last ditch. 
This is just about the limit of absurdity. 
No serious party comrade is going to 
swallow such a ridiculously pacifist 
slogan. And ft would not at all be sur- 
prising if a fight around this slogan wiil 
evoke a sort of a geenral denouement 
of the theory of socialism in one coun- 
try. 

Another Stalinist convention — another 
peg in the coffin of Stalinism. The im- 
passe of the bureaucratic leadership is 
becoming more and more apparent. Best 
assured, the ranks will not remain quiet. 
The Left Opposition even Is due for 
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The Drug Clerks and the Class Struggle 



ii. 

It is obvious, that the principal task 
of the leadership of the Drug Clerks Un- 
iou consists primarily in dispelling the 
illusion of professionalism, which is so 
greatly hampering the development and 
orientation of the drug clerk toward 
unionism, and raise him to the level of 
a class conscious worker. But, to per- 
form this colossal task, the present lead- 
ership is particularly incapable. 

The executive board, in order to cover 
up the tremendous gap between its posi- 
tion as a leader and its inability to lead, 
garbs itself in a cloak of secrecy. When 
a rank and filer asked the secretary, at 
Ihe last membership meeting, to state 
the reasons for not reading the minutes 
of the executive meetings, she answered 
that, -certain methods o£ organization 



Its manner of subordinating the mem- 
bership to its despotic rule by alienating 
them from the activities of the union 
and cowing them into submissiveness. 

In a period of industrial rebirth, the 
conditions for a "successful" application 
of this reactionary, purely A. F. of L. 
"make 'em join" strategy are often favor- 
able. The history of many a local of 
the A. I". of L. has been written under 
its pressure. But in a period of an ever 
deepening crisis, the margin for its 
success is rather a precarious one. 

However, tlie eminent failure of this 
"make 'em join" method of organization, 
as it is being applied by the budding bur- 
eaucracy o£ the Drug Clerks' Union, is 
not only due to the crisis and the ever 
increasing unemployment but largely to 
the anti-working class contents of the 
were discussed, which cannot be divtilg- ! strategy itself. For it is utterly devoid 
ed at present." Ot course an organiza- |' slii - elements of appeal, which may 
lion at times must recognize the right j a e use tlie personal interest and class 



al and In the union in particular is rather 
questionable. 

(c) Mr. George Sherman, brother of 
Mr. Louis Sherman, is a leading member 
of the Executive Board and parades un- 
der the name of Gerson. He is not a 
Pharmacist, but a petty swindler, pure 
and simple. These facts, MUST AND 
WILL BE EXPOSED before the mem- 
bership at the coming meeting, which 
will undoubtedly lead to the downfall of 
the Sherman dynasty. However, the con- 
sequences of the upheaval cannot yet 
be foreseen. 

I. DREYER. 



some surprises — -and not at all unplea- 
sant ones at that. 

—PARTY MEMBER. 
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The Recent Beet Strike in Colorado 



The strike of 18,000 beet workers in 
Colorado is something new in that branch 
of agriculture ! We have seen before 
the united efforts of beet farmers, seeking 
better contracts with the Great Western 
Sugar Co., whiweh were hailed by A. F. 
of L. bureaucrats as efforts in unionism. 
We have seen before politicians and 
child welfare societies agitating against 
(?) the enslavement and exploitation of 
live and six year old children in the 
beet, fields of Colorado. We have seen 
the fruit of their demagogy, the federal 
law against child labor, unconstitution- 
alfeed by the Supreme Court of the U. S. 
We have presented before us for the 
first time in the history of this branch 
of agriculture what we have dreamed 
and yearned for and advocated— the ris- 
ing of the slaves themselves! 

The strike was not a well organized 
one, it is true. Shortcomings in defense 
and relief work were numerous. Cer- 
tainly the stategy of the strike appeared 
not to have been planned at all. But 
what was important and new and vital 
was that it was not a petty bourgeois 
farmer nor a self-seeking politician pro- 
position in this instance: it was a strike 
of the proletarians themselves, the un- 
skilled, "backward", highly exploited 
sugar beet workers! 

There can be no doubt that had the 
strike been well planned apd prepared 
and quickly enough and sufficiently sup- 
ported by other working class organiza- 
tions it would have constituted a far 
greater impetus to further class action 
not only in this, but also in other 
branches of agriculture in the irrigated 
districts of the southwest; but the work- 
ing class organizations by and large 
neither understood its importance nor, to 
this day, realize its place In the building 
of the new unions. 

The Trade Union Unity League, which 
led the strike, puzzled and confused from 
s-.ig-zagglng on the industrial field, neither 
grasped nor conveyed this meaning from 
analyses of the whole situation or from 
the living logic that brought onion work- 
ers in the same district into strike ac- 
tivity at the same time. 

Alt of which makes it necessary that 
the reasons why this strike is thefi rst 
page in a whole chapter of new unionism 
and strike struggle, especially In the 
southwest, be made known. 



The workers involved are primarily 
Mexicans against whom there is nearly 
as much prejudice as there is against 
the Negro agricultural workers of the 
south. Throughout the irrigated dls- 
ticts of Colorado, Nebraska, Wyoming 
and Utah they not only work the sugar 
beets but pick the vegetables : peas, 
beans, tomatoes etc., that supply the 
many canning factories for which these 
parts are famous. For months they 
camp in the pickle fields eking out a 
mere existence for themselves while pil- 
ing up wealth for Kenner and Heinz' 
They pick the potatoes and the fruits. 

If it is true that "America lives out 
of tin cans" then it is true that the 
Mexican section of the working class can 
give direct blows to the stomach of the 
American economic system, can close the 
canning factories for want of supplies, 
pickle factories for the same reason, the 
many sugar factories, can leave the 
potatoes rot in the ground. .If the Mex-i 
ician agricultural workers have anywhere 
near the same qualities the Mexican 
coal miners in Colorado had in 1927 and 
still have — and the best workers' strike 
unorganized as it was, militant enough 
to Indicate that they have — then the pro- 
letarian qualities of these "hot blooded" 
Latins argues in favor of further bat- 
tles and new unionism. 

The A. P. ofL. has never got to first 
base with the Mexican workers, even 
with those In the coal mines. Their 
methods and tactics fit neither the needs 
nor the temperaments of this people. 
Should the A. F. of L', even at this late 
date, attempt to organize the agricul- 
tural workers it is not likely they would 
include the Mexicians as there is too 
much prejudices against them. For the 
same reason the A. P. of L. jim-crows 
the Negro, refuses to "stir up the race 
question", etc It will continue its pol- 
icy of accusing, excluding, and working 
against the Mexican workers 

The Mexican worker lines up and fights 
for industrial 'Unionism. Militant lead- 
ership is the only leadreship he follows. 
Communist leadership is the leadership 
that will trample down the prejudice 
against him and against the Negro work- 
ers who will be in the same organiza- 
tional movement — and in vast numbers — 
In the states of Texas and Oklahoma 
when the new awakening spreads that 
fftr. — G. SAUL. 



of a leading body to deal with matters 
confidentially. At present, the truth is, 
the same manner as a cover serves an 
empty container in a window-display: to 
convey an impression of genuine mer- 
chandise. The minds of the executive 
members are not only bare of any "sec- 
ret methods" but are perfect vacuums, 1 
as far as methods of building a union | 
are concerned. "When a secret Is kept 
too long it becomes no secret", say the 
old folks. The executive has been sec- 
retive too long and has, naturally, 
aroused the suspicion of the membership 
as to the real motive behind the secrecy. 
Disillusionment followed; and their con- 
fidence in the leadership has been badly 
shaken. Hence the present state of 
apathy among the members. 

The elementary method to disperse the 
suffocating illusion of professionalism 
among the drug clerks consists, quite 
obviously, in holding membership and 
educational meetings as often as possible. 
In order to present an opportunity to an 
ever greater number of members and 
no n -members to express their views on 
matters pertaining to the existence and 
growth of the union. And in this manner 
attract their interest, arouse their en- 
thusiasm, and direct this nascent enthu- 
siasm into chambers of organizational 
activities, which will serve as motive 
power for tlie further progress and 
growth of the organization. The execu- 
tive, however, has done the exact re- 
verse. It has called meetings in an ar- 
bitrary manner; it is only at the last 
membership meeting that a motion was 
passed to hold membership meetings re- 
gularly, once a month. Until then, meet- 
ings were held whenever the executive 
needed the official sanction of the mem- 
bership on some matter. For instance, 
the last membership meeting was called 
to ratify a certain "collective agree- 
ment", about which I shall write at an- 
other opportunity. 

It must be quite obvious that the first 
stage of organizational activities of the 
union, i. e., the transition from its amor- 
phous state into an organized, unified 
and compact body, is far from being com- 
pleted. As a matter of fact, it has not 
yet begun. To skip this stage and pass 
over to its second stage, i. e., to estab- 
lish the union as a bona fide workers 
body and demand recognition from their 
bosses, is an adventurous move that is 
sure to meet disaster on its way. 

The present so-called strike is an at- 
tempt by the executive board to skip the 
first stage of organizational activities and 
plunge into the second stage which may 
prove fatal to the feeble structure of 
the union. 

The ushering in of the second stage 
of organized activities of a developing 
union on a yet •unorganized industrial 
field is usually signalized by the clarion 
call of a general strike. However, a gen- 
eral strike of drug clerks, in times of 
an ever sharpening crisis and under con- 
ditions of a declining drug industry, 
presupposes not only the rallying of a 
decisive majority of licensed and junior 
clerks under the banner of the uni<«n 
but also the unqualified, organized sup- 
port of the soda-fountain and luncheon- 
ette workers, who operate an important 
branch of ihe drug store business today. 
It goes without saying, that a capable 
revolutionary leadership is an lunfcon- 
ditional prerequisite for its possible suc- 
cess. 

A well organized minority of drug 
clerks, however, can and should develop 



solidarity of the drug clerks and thus 
result in their ever expanding union. 

On the contrary, this "make 'em join" 
strategy is apt to precipitate confusion 
within the ranks, arouse the antagonism 
of tin* unorganized and in this manner 
j result in an ever narrowing union of the 
drug clerks. 

"What can we gain by this struggle? 
I At the utmost— a few new members of 
a rather doubtful quality and the union- 
ization of a store where union conditions 
will never be enforced," says one clerk 
to another disenchantedly. 

"You cannot force me into the union — 
there are no jobs anyway," cries de- 
fiantly the unorganized clerk .... 

Yes, fellow drug clerks ! The success 
of such an attempt can only gain prestige 
for the bureaucracy and temporarily 
strengthen Its position — but not one 
minim of benefit for you! Its failure, 
however, might cause the disintegration 
of the union movement among the drug 
clerks and set It back for a long period 
to come. 

The executive board of the Drug 
Clerks' Union, as I have already point- 
ed out, is incapable of giving independ- 
ent leadership and is, therefore, obliged 
lo take advice and direction from "for- 
eign" sources. Its most brilliant ideas 
usually emanate from Louis Sherman, 
head of the HOUSE OF SHERMAN that 
practically controls the activities of the 
union. 

The members of tiiis notorious house 
are as follows: (a) Louie Sherman, or- 
ganizer of the Drug Clerks' Union. This 
individual has never had any connections 
with the drug industry and has never 
organized any kind of a union. lie suc- 
ceeded, however, in impressing a group 
of drug clerks as being an "old hand" 
in organizing unions ; his services were 
accepted and paid for. Now, since the 
union has become a local of the A. F. of 
L. outfit, he "severed" his relations with 
the union and became organizer of the 
so-called "Federation of Retail Drag- 
gists", using the union as a tool to 
further his own interests. 

(b) Mrs. Frances Gargle, Sherman's 
sister, is secretary-treasurer ot the un- 
ion. Mrs. Gargle is a pharmacist but 
has long ago abandoned the profession 
of pharmacy !n favor of matrimony. Her 
awakened interest in pharmacy in gener- 



MILITANT BUILDERS 

With Problems of tlie" Chinese Revolu- 
tion as a premium with a year's sub to 
the Militant it should be fairly simple 
to get subs. Every Militant Builder on 
his toes ! It's touch and go from now 
on! We expect to clean out the whole 
edition in eight weeks, the bulk of it in 
six weeks, or just about the time Whnt 
Next? comes off the press. After that 
Ihe book will lie unavailable. 

What symiiathixer of ours can resist 
such an offer? And what serious Left 
wing worker can tail to consider il'i It 
is entirely up to us to produce results. 
And tor that all that is needed now is 
a little energy. We siieak from CNperi- 
t'liw. It is really astonishingly easy. 

52 issues of the Militant and 4,"J0 pages 
of comrade Trotsky at his best on the 
Chinese question! A good percentage of 
the population of Minneapolis should 
fall under the sustained atlack that they 
are planning up there. And in New 
York— we will let the result speak for 
themselves. From Youngstown, from 
Cleveland, from all over come signs that 
with tlie book as a lever we will increase 
the circulation of the Militant. 

Some time ago we became committed 
to the Idea that we were going forward 
with building the circulation of the 
Militant. That is we set ourselves the 
neeesteary task goipg fc-rw..rd steadily 
without downward curves in the graph 
of our progress. . Thus far we can record 
a steady. If slow, rise. The growing 
staff and its record prove that : 

O. Coover 5 

M. Beardslee 5 

C. R. Hedlund r> 

M. Koehler 3 
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A. Basky 


2 


.1. SCOTT 


2 


M. Basin 


2 


P. Vomvas 


2 


J. Eichna 


2 


(I. Curtis 


•> 


A. Ehrlich 


2 


M. Reinl 


2 


J. Keller 


•r 


W. Kitt 


2 


M. Geldman 


1 
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New York 


1 


Minneapolis 


9 


Cleveland 


5 


Pittsburgh 


4 


Chicago 


3 


Youngstown 


3 


St. Louis 


2 


Kansas City 


2 


Philadelphia 


2 


Miscellaneous 


2 
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Wage Cut for Federal Gov't Workers 

The salaries of the Federal civil ser-. nates do not intend to pay for this out of 



vice employees have come under the 
knife. As part of the general wage cut- 
ting drive and the campaign for cheaper 
government, $12,000,000 has been slashed 
from the wages of the federal workers 
at one fell stroke by the U. S. Congress. 
After weeks of anxious deliberation the 
legislators summoned up enough courage 
to put through the wage cut, under the 
trick name of the "furlough bill." Like 
the bonus veterans the civil service 
workers crowded every space in the 
chambers and galleries of the senate to 
watch their trusted representatives ap- 
ply the axe to fheir payroll. 

They were watching a little show whieh 
is the first act of unseating the govern- 
ment employees from their throne of 
privilege. The strongholds of the labor 
aristocracy are being broken down with 
unrelenting consistency. First the 

skilled workers who managed to escape 



the ruthless advance of the new machine 
a real struggle AGAINST WAGE CUTS j inventions, were caught in the wage cut 
AND LONG HOURS in one or two ■ drive that was the reward for their 
stores. Such a struggle will necessarily > docility, class collaborationist^ and busi- 
draw the membership into the activities „ e ss union ventures durin- the period of 
of the strike : picketing, distributing cir- ' "prosperity". And now civil service 
culars, organizing open-air meetings, ' 



etc., which will teach them a valuable 
lesson in the class struggle and free their 
minds from the fetters of professionalism 
—the greatest obstacle on their road to- 
ward conciousness. 

Moreover, such a strike will touch a 
sore spot in the hearts of the unorgan- 
ized clerks, arouse their sympathy and 
cause them to gravitate toward union- 
ism. In this manner, the union will 
augment its forces and give greater as- 
surance to the success of the strike and 
its spreading to other establishments. 
Even in case of failure, whieh might 
result from the crushing pressure of the 
brutal law of the club and the injunc- 
tion, it will disillusion them only with 
the "democracies" of capitalism rather 
than with the feasibility of organized re- 
sistance. It will only give rise to new 
methods of struggle. 

However, to attempt to "throw a picket 
at the door", in order to compel the 
bosses to recognize the union and the 
clerks, "to join it up", is a method of 
organization entirely inimical to working 
class organization strategy. This 'make 
'em join" strategy was originated and 
has been used by the A. F. of L. bureau- 
cracy ; it is the incarnation of its <utter 
contempt for tie working masses, and 



workers are getting their compensation 
for their patient service to the capital- 
ist government in the form of slashes In 
their envelope. The road is being clear- 
ed for a unified and homogeneous work- 
ing class movement that will cut across 
all the traditional prejudices and strata 
of the proletariat. 

While the current economic crisis 
means no good for the workers In a 
material way it is a veritable boon for 
the capitalist masters. The ruling class 
not only takes advantage of the huge 
unemployed army to scale down the 
standard of living but to put the screws 
fo their henchmen who run the govern- 
ment for them. They want cheaper and 
more efficient government. The time is 
over, they say, when they can afford to 
squander money on their lackeys. The 
leading imperialist government of the 
world, with a battle on its hands for 



their own profits. After squeezing the 
petty bourgeoisie dry in the stock crash 
they milked what remained of their 
rapidly vanishing wealth by the Imposi- 
tto of a heavy load of new taxes. Hut 
this is not enough. Consequently the 
white collar slaves came in for a well 
rounded trimming. 

The bill reducing the wages of the 
government employees is an interesting 
commentary on the hypocrisy the capi- 
talist lickspittles, of the republican and 
democratic parties alike, peddle off In the 
name of philanthropy. The very name 
of the bill is indisputable proof of this. 
It is called the "Furlough Plan". This 
means that instead of an outright and 
brazen wage cut, the federal employees 
are given a month's vacation during the 
year — without pay, of course. It is 
reasoned, we suppose, that since all the 
workers, nowadays are on a more or 
less permanent holiday there Is no ground 
to discriminate against the Washington 
office workers. The bill is so calculated 
as to put al] those earning slightly more 
than $1,000 per annum on the five day 
week with a corresponding reduction of 
pay. and on enough vacations to bring 
their salaries down to the one thousund 
mark. The bill even reaches out to the 
country-side to hit the rural mail car- 
riers for an 8 1-3% cut and a one-eighth 
cut on their allowance for vehicles. This 
measure will no doubt, do its bit to re- 
move these people from the "idiocy of 
rural life." It will help to make this 
backward section of the working class 
more class conscious. 

Another hypocritical gesture of the bill 
is the IS percent reduction made in the 
huge salary of the vice-president (evi- 
dently the value of Curtis's sleeping per- 
formances have declined in the crisis 
deflation), and the 10 per cent cut in the 
?10,000 salaries of the congressmen. 
Who can say our legislators are not self- 
sacrificing? 

The unmistakable identity of the repu- 
blicans and democrats is shown by their 



markets and colonies and a discontented attitude towards the civil service work- 



working class which must be held in 
check, needs a bureaucracy which will 
do its work efficiently — on rations. Dur- 
ing the last few years preceding the 
crisis the expenditures and corruption 
of the federal gov't ran the treasury into 
a deficit of several hundreds of millions 
of dollars. This must be made up some- 
how. Certainly, the Wall Street mag- 



ers. Only the republicans were more 
"radical" in this instance. The democrats 
wanted an outright cut in wages while 
the G. O. P. preferred to camouflage the 
cut with the "furlough plan". The re- 
publicans were the stronger, so the dem- 
ocrats compromised and helped the form- 
er trim the office workers. 

-CLARKE. 
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REVIEW OF 
CHINA BOOK 

(Continued from page 1) 
the situation. That the Chinese revolu- 
tion of l»2a-1927 proved to be a tragedy 
can in no sense be ascribed to the Op- 
position. There was no encase (or the 
casta strophe from which the Chinese 
proletariat has not yet emerged, for the 
Opposition sounded the tocsin at every 
point. As you read the book, you are 
impressed by the fact that at no time 
did the Opposition make its criticism 
post factum, when it is not so difficult to 
be wise and see clearly. 

The book deals with the revolution in 
a semi- colonial country, in which the 
young bourgeoisie and tlie proletariat and 
peasantry tou^ht for a time ou the same 
side of the barricades. There is nothing 
lundamentally new in this relationship 
or torces. Virtually every bourgeois rev. 
uluiioit in which the proletariat had the 
possibility ol marching a big step far- 
ther towards establishing its own power, 
has ottered a somewhat similar spectacle. 
We iiiid it in the bourgeois revolutions 
of the last century, where the rising 
capitalist class fought together with the 
artisans and nascent proletariat against 
feudalism and absolutism. The policy of 
the bourgeoisie was: we make use of 
the people as trooj>s, keep them subor- 
dinated to us in the name of the "united 
lroiit against tiiei dying order" or the 
foreign enemy ; and as soon as our vic- 
tory is assured, we crush the "counter- 
revolution at the Left", that Is, smash 
(ho allies of yesterday. As Marx said, 
tue proletariat which has followed the 
bourgeois watchwords of "Liberty, Frat- 
ernity, Equality" is rapidly confronted 
with new slogans of a now triumphant 
bourgeoisie : "Artillery, Cavalry, Infan- 
try." 

It was with this li. mind that Marx, 
drawing the lessons of the uprisings of 
1»48, wrote to the Communist League In 
1S5U his brilliant strategical outline of 
the permanent revolution, the theory 
Unit the proletariat, even In embryonic 
form, does not come to a halt with the 
victory of its "ally", the bourgeoisie, but 
strides forward trom the bourgeois rev- 
olution against feudalism to the prole- 
tarian revolution against the bourgeoisie. 
The whole poliey of the Left Opposition 
in the Chinese revolution was animated 
by the same idea which, while it was no 
aosolute guarantee against defeat, was 
nevertheless the only possible road to 
victory. 

China and Russia 

With this in mind, it is a happy coin- 
cidence that comrade Trotsky's work on 
China appears at the same time as his 
history 01 the Russian revolution. Place 
ihe two side by side and you have a 
staggering contrast between the policies 
of .Bolshevism and Meushevism in the 
ucutest moments of the* two outstanding 
post- war revolutionary movements. 

After the February revolution in Rus- 
sia, the workers were urged by Chernov 
and Tseretelli (and, let .us add, by Stalin) 
to support the national bourgeoisie "in 
so far as" it fought against the foreign 
enemy, in China, Stalin and Bucharin 
commanded the Communists to bear in 
mind that the "outstanding feature" of 
Hie revolution was its "anti-imperialist 
character", which allegedly required that 
the bourgeois Kuo Win Tang be sup- 



IlSlne Wears of the Slrnflgle of the M_ef t Opposition 

Industrialization and the Collectivization of Agriculture in the U. S. S. R. 



At the present time, when even the 
bourgeois world, harassed by its deep 
crisis, is grudgingly conceding the advan- 
tages of plan in economy and the entire 
Communist world has come to accept It 
with enthusiasm as an incontrovertible 
idea, it is difficult to realize the stubborn 
resistance encountered by the proposals 
for planned industrialization and the col- 
lectivization of Russian agriculture when 
they were first put forward. The Com- 
munist worker whose head has been sys- 
tematically pumped full of lies and who 
has been taught a history of the past 
ten years which never took place, fre- 
quently answers the .criticisms of the 
Oppositionist with a general reference to 
the undoubted successes of the Five Year 
Plan. In nine cases out of ten, however, 
he is not aware of the fact that it took 
a live year struggle (1923-1928) of the 
Left Opposition merely to have a Five- 
Year plan adopted by the party leader- 
ship, that the lirst proposals of the Op- 
position were dismissed with ridicule and 
abuse, that the iirst Plan proposed by 
the leadership and submitted to a wither- 
ing criticism from the Left was finally 
thrown on the dust-heap by the leader- 
ship itself; and, finally, that every im- 
portant step in changing the Plan has 
had to be made under the criticism of 
the Opposition and in its general direc- 
tion. 

The Origins of the Struggle 

The introduction of plan into Soviet 
economy can be traced as far back as 
July 1920. The whole railroad and 
transportation system was a wreck. All 
attempts at progress were shattered 
against this obstacle. The party put 
comrade Trotsky in charge of rehabili- 
tating the transportation system and on 
the date mentioned the famous "Order 
No. 1042" was issued as the first of ■ 
series of systematic measures which 
finally brought order and regularity where 
chaos and collapse had prevailed before^ 
The attempts made subsequently to dis- 
credit this tremendously successful Job 
and Its principal author cannot hide the 
fact that in its time it was enthusiastic- 
ally saluted by Dzherzhinsky, Zinovlev, 
and others, and particularly by comrade 
Lenin, who spoke of It as an example 
of what had to be done in the other 
branches of industry. The report made 
by Trotsky to the eighth congress of the 
Soviets, based oh this experience, and the 
theses he prepared together with Em- 
shanov, were warmly defended by Lenin 
against the "skeptics who say : 'What 
good is it to make forecasts for many 
years ahead?'" In those days too were 
to be found people t argue against the 
plan to eliminate the prevailing system 
of working from hand to mouth, from 
day to day ; but In Lenin's time they were 
not the leaders of the party ! 

The question of long-term planned 
economy was raised more sharply in 1823 
by comrade Trotsky. Unaided this time 
by a Lenin who had already been com- 
pelled to withdraw from the party coun- 
cils, Trotsky laid before the party his 
arguments for the elaboration of plan in 
economy in order to carry out success, 
fully an industializatlon of the country 
and a collectivization of its backward, 



scattered, individualistic agriculture. The paratus gave birth to the highly ingen- 
uities of the Opposition, be it said In i ous j deft tttat it -the worst comes to 
passing, never stopped to explain the the worst", the Soviets could "withdraw" 
"contradiction" (created by themselves) ' [„ the position of the "Old Bolshevik 
in their claim, first, that Trotsky was op-j slogan of the democratic dictatorship of 
posed to building socialism in Russia, [be proletariat and peasantry" ! In 1926, 
and secondly, that he was too extreme in t he Kulak course of Stalinism was push- 
hls proposals for industrializing the ed so far that— although it was later re- 
pealed under Opposition pressure— the 
Central Executive Committee of the So- 
viets granted the vote to exploiting pea- 
sants, again, to the Kulak. In all this 
period, the belated present-day uphold- 
ers of the Five Year Plan "as against 
Trotsky", not only had industrialization 
and collectivization furthest from their 
minds, were not only its staunchest op- 
ponents, but actually steered a directly 
opposite course. 

In 1925, that is, even before the 1927 
platform of the Opposition bloc, comrade 
Trotsky once more wrote In detail about 
the tremendous possibilities which the 



country and particularly Its agriculture. 
People who are not over-scrupulous in 
crushing an opponent apparently do not 
concern themselves with such triHes ! 

From 1923 on, the Opposition pointed 
out, as Lenin said, that the only material 
toundation for socialism Is large machine 
Industry capable of reorganizing agricul- 
ture as well. Russia's backwardness 
made the speedy development of shch an 
industry especially imperative in view 
oi the retardation of the international 
revolution. In addition, the Left wing 
showed, the vast mass of the peasantry 
was 'undergoing a process of differentia- 
tion in which the rich peasant (the C0Ileet!tration ot ~ economic and political 
Kulak) was growing stronger and making! power in the handg of a proletarian dic- 
daugerous advances which only the or- tator;il!i p offered for the progress of so- 
ganization of the poor peasants and their j ci]ilism> eve „ on the basis o( au isolated 
systematic introduction to collective; workers . statBi In -wither Russia"? he 
farming would be able to impede. The- advanced the idea that eV en with an in- 
Opposition demanded an industrial pro- < iependellt reproduc tion based on socialist 
gress that would be able to dominate and! accumulation, the Soviet republic could 

show a speed of industrial progress un- 
known and impossible under capitalism. 



for the publication and distribution of 



ported. In Russia, the Menshevika comrade Trotsky's book. It does not 
sought to liquidate the class struggle by 'deal with the past alone but with the 
their "contact commission". In China, present as well. Starting with the prin- 
the Stalinists sought to do the same with cipal thesis submitted by Trotsky to the 
their support to the arbitration commis- Eighth Plenum, with some articles wrlt- 
sious. in Russia, the Meusheviks and ten at the same time on current Chinese 
Social Revolutionists curbed the agrar-j events, the reader is taken through all 
ian revolution, sought to emasculate the; the stages of the movement to the pre- 



Soviets in the villages, told the peasants 
to wait for land— until the provisional 
government was firmly established and 
the threat of war Had subsided. In 
China, Stalin telegraphed instructions 
that the agrarian movement be stopped, 



sent time. The Canton insurrection of 
December 1027 is dealt with extensively ; 
so is the whole quest ion as it was posed 
after the Sixth Congress of the Comin- 
tern. There wilt be found Trotsky's 
later polemics against Zinovlev, Manuil- 



he argued that Soviets must not be form- sky and Malraux, the French apologist 
ed, that the bourgeoisie must not be for Stalinism. The period of ultra- 
ali'enaled "prematurely". In Russia, thej leftist adventurism in China is brought 
Marxian conception of the class nature' -up to date, and capped with a thorough- 
of the state was replaced by the Tser- 1 ly documented study called "Stalin and 
etellis with the mystical idea of the 1 the Chinese Revolution", a compendium 
"government of the revolutionary dem-j of the blunders and worse of the pre- 
ocracy" (tlie "democratic dictatorship!"), 1 sent regime. 

which is what the socialists are doingl j n the appendix will be found Zlnov- 
in Spain at the present moment. InJ j ev 's thesis in May 1927 which, while 
China, the Stalinists shattered this i no t identical with Trotsky's position, is 
cornerstone of Marxism by championing filled with important facts. The sup- 



the government and the bloc "of the four 
classes". 



pressed speech of V'Uyovitch at the 

Eighth Plenum la also among the ap- 

the Opposition 

Menshevist burlesque of Marxism was 
swept off the stage of events by the wis- 
dom and authority of Lenin, the Russian 
revolution and the Comintern, authority 
usurped and violated by the present rul- 
ing clique. The essential difference be- 
tween the two revolutions is that in 
Russia, the brief farce of Mensliev- 
ism was played by the Menshevik 
party leaders, whereas In China 
their role was assumed with cal- 
amitous consequences by Stalin and 
Bucharin, the official spokesmen for Bol- 
shevism! What sardonic satisfaction It 
must have given the ghost of Martov to 
see himself so well impersonated, with 
his worst features and to the bitter end, 
in the events of the Chinese revolution! 
Not even the most elaborate review — 
and much less a brief one — can do jus- 
tice to the present volume. For that, 
you must read and study the book itself. 
In the literature of Stalinism, there is 
very little to be read about the Chinese 
revolution. That Is comprehensible, for 
the bureaucrats must feel that the less 
said about this question the better for 
them. The opportunists hate to be con- 
fronted with their own recent past ; they 

thrive on the forgetfulness or ignorance' feats suffered by the proletariat in 
of the masses, other epochs. Like them, It will clear j « 

But that is only an additional reason the road to the victory. — S. t /, 



reorganise agriculture, satisfy the needs 
of the peasantry on a cheap basis, and 
provide the economic basis for abolish- 
ing the petty bourgeois strata of the 
village population. 
First Reactions of the Bureaucracy 
How did the bureaucracy reply? These 
"practical people" who would not allow 
themselves to be taken in by "fantastic 
ideas" about planning for years in ad- 
vance, launched a furious assault upon 
Trotsky. The brochure In which he de- 
veloped his ideas, "The New Course", was 
virtually suppressed in the party; outside 
of Russia It remains to this day a rare- 
ly-seen and never translated (except Into 
French) document. The fragments which 
made their way out were Inundated be- 
neath a flood of misrepresentation and 
calumny. Rykov hastened to report to 
tie Fifth Congress of the Comintern 
that Trotsky's proposals were a petty 
bourgeois deviation from Leninism, that 
the Russian party leadership was doing 
all it could do and all that could be 
expected of it in the field of industry 
and agriculture. Stalin sneerlngly re- 
plied to the Opposition's arguments with 
the comment that it wasn't a plan that 
the peasant needed, but a good rain for 
his crops! The danger of a growing 
Kulak strengh was derided (just as 
Stalin a few years later derided the idea 
that there was any danger to the rev- 
olution from Chiang Kai-Shek, and Tom- 
sky saluted the treacherous British labor 
leaders with a fraternal embrace . 

But the Kulak was growing in strength 
and beginning to dominate not only the 
country-side but waa also beginning to 
permeate the party — a whole section of 
It— with his Ideology. The first two 
years of struggle of the Opposition finally 
bore fruit In the revolt of the revolution- 
ary Leningrad proletariat In 1925, which 
compelled its leaders, men like Zinoviev 
who had fathered the campaign against 
"Trotskyism", to eombine In a bloc with 
the 1923 Opposition. The alarm felt by 
the Leningrad proletarians at the inroads 
being made by the Kulak and Ms urban 
associate, the Nepman, was not, how- 
ever, shared by the crust-hardened bur- 
eaucracy. Instead of adopting the pro- 
posals for a plan in economy, for a sys- 
tematic industrialization of the country, 
the Stalin-Bucharln leadership steered a 
course towards that same Kulak whom, 
later on, when they had taken fright at 
his growth, they sought to "liquidate" 
at one fell swoop . by ukase. 

The Slogan: "Enrich Yourselves" 

To the already well-to-do peasant 
Bucharin cried out the advice: Enrich 
yourselves! Kalinin made speeches de- 
nouncing the poor peasants as lazy good- 
for-nothings because they did not accu- 
mulate and praising the diligence and 
industry of the "economically powerful 
peasant", that is, of the Kulak. Pravda 
(in April 1925) urged that the "economic 
possibilities of the well-to-do peasant, the 
economic possibilities of the Kulaks, 
must be unfettered". The Commissariat 
for Agriculture of the Georgian Soviets, 
In harmony with the prevailing atmos- 
phere In the ruling strata of the party, 



in the villages against the Left wing. 
And in the cities, in the meantime, the 
disturbed proletarians were assured by 
Stalin and Bucharin that there was no 
danger whatsoever from the Kulaks, that 
there were some, It is true, but not enough 
tj worry about. The professional statis- 
ticians were put to the job of presenting 
tables to prove the "insignificant percent- 
age" of the Kulaks. The need for col- 
lectivization was minimized to the vanish- 
tug point, and as late us 1928, the prin- 
cipal agrarian "specialist" of the appar. 
atus, Yakovlev, the commissar for agri- 
culture, declared against the Opposition 
that collective farming would for years 
to come "remain little islets in the sea 
oi private peasant farms". As late as 
the 15th party congress, where the Op- 
position leaders were all expelled, Rykov 
hectored the Opposition with the ques. 
tion : if the Kulak is so strong why 
hasn't he played us some trick or other? 
Rykov did not have long to wait. Not 
two months passed after the expulsion 
of Trotsky, Zinoviev and the rest of the 
Left wing, before the Kulak, feeling him- 
self rid of the Bolsheviks in the Russian 
party launched the notorious "bloodless 
uprising" of February 1928. The ''in- 
significant Kulak" proved to have grown 
to tremendous proportions, to have gain 



THE ARESTS 
IN SPAIN 

BARCELONA, SPAIN.— 

The arrests of May 30 are one of the 
most ssandalous cases ever registered in 
the history of arbitrary action under the 
Spanish '"democracy". 

The publication of El Soviet is legal- 
ly authorized and according to the law. 
our weekly has, like all other papers, 
an official headquarters for the editorial 
staff and the administration. Comrades 
generally come to the editorial office to 
take up questions related to the work 
on the paper, to speak with one of the 
editors, to get copies of the paper, to 
submit subs, etc. But unexpectedly, the 
police raids the headquarters and arbit- 
rarily arrests all present there on one 
matter or another. 

The inspector who directs this raid, 
is somewhat embarrassed to find that 
the biggest group in the offices does not 
constitute more than 11 persons, so that 
he actually has no motive to launch the 
accusation of a secret meeting. ( Ac- 
cording to the law, 18 or more people 
constitute a meeting). But what differ- 
ence does the law make in this most 
democratic of republics! All present- 
to the number of 21— are arrested. They 
are brought to the police prefecture and 
then they are jailed in Modelo Prison 



His prediction of a possible 20 percent 
annual growth (and six years later this 
was proved to be an entirely moderate 
figure, entirely attainable), was the sub- 
ject for great merriment among the func- 
tionaries assembled at one of the party 
congresses, caused by the "ironical" 
ridicule which Stalin showered -upon 
the prediction. The official position was 
instead, expressed by Bucharin who put 
forward the perspective that Russia 
would build socialism "with the speed 
of a tortoise", at a snail's pace ! 

The Platform of 1B27 

The 1927 platform of the Opposition 
was the most elaborate and definite pro- 
posal It had presented to the party, and 
this was undoubtedly one of the reasons 
why it was so rabidly attacked. It was 
officially suppressed by the bureaucracy, 
which refused to print it. Its circula- 
tion in mimeographed form was made 
a crime punishable by Imprisonment for 
exile, and numerous are those in Siberia 
today for having distributed the ideas 
which Stalin was himsef compelled to 
adopt in large measure two years later. 
In the Platform, the Opposition demand- 
ed a categorical condemnation of the 
first Five- Year Plan elaborated by 
Rykov and Krzhizhanovsky, and adopted 
by the party leaders. This timid, worth- 
less plan proposed an annual growth of 
9 percent for the first year and a de- 
creasing percentage subsequently until 
it would reach a 4 percent growth at 
the end of the plan. The bolder pro- 
posals Submitted by the Opposition, which 
later was proved to be inllnitely more 
realistic and applicable, met with just 
as strong a condemnation from the Stal- 
inists. On all sides the Opposition spokes- 
men were taunted by the bureaucrats 
with the Question : Where will you get 
the means? — although the expenditures 
for industrial development proposed at 
first by the Opposition were greatly ex- 
ceeded when the current Plan finally got 
under way. And when the Opposition 
presented its proposals for raising the 
means by a forced loan from the Kulaks, 
by a lowering of prices based on cut- 
ting overhead and the bureaucratic ap- 
paratus, by a skillful utilisation of the 
foreign trade monopoly, etc., the bureau- 
crats raised a loud hue and cry against 
the "counter-revolutionary Trotskylsts". 
In the days of the French revolution, 
it will be remembered, the reaction 
sought to overthrow the rule of the city 
artisans and revolutionary petty bour- 
geoisie by inciting the peasants against 
them, by arousing every one of the back- 
ward, reactionary prejudices of the 
French peasants against the "predatory 
capiatl." Such a course is a distlngulsh- 
ig feature of anti-revolutionism. And 
true to themselves, the bureaucracy which 
had come to the top on the basis of the 
post-1923 reaction, made use of the same 
methods. Stalin, Rykov and Kuybischev 
signed a manifesto to the whole Russian 



ed in boldness to the point of resisting in Wa d r "l. indicted for holding a "clan- 
the Soviet power by withholding grain, destllle gathering". 

that is, by seeking to starve the prole- " la [rue tllflt aecret meetings have 
tarian cities. Seven years after the in- been made ,nto a custom and that they 
traduction- of the K. E. P., the Soviets' dc " ot 8ven «"serve formalities to give 
were for the first time compelled to re- ' a k 'S aI "PPearance to the arresta . Ev _ 
introduce armed requisitions of grain in er * <***"• the I> reBS brin t-s notices that 



the villages in order to break the re- 
sistance of the "economically powerful 
peasant" friends of Stalin and Bucharin! 
Even further, only a few mohths were 
required in the application of the orig- 
inal Five Year Plan of RykoV-Stalin In 



secret meetings of 9, 7 and even 3 In- 
dividuals have been raided, while the 
"law" considers a secret gathering a 
meeting of at least 18 Individuals. 

The "Illegality" of these arrests U 
manifest. In our case, the most evident 



order to demonstrate how thoroughly ' proof tnat the Indictment lacks absolutely 
founded had been the Opposition's critic- 1 a " y buse whatsoever Is seen by the fact 
ism of its inadequacy. The apparatus | that none of the prisoners was inter- 
was compelled to revise It virtually from ro S a ted by the Judge. They were put at 
stem to stern, to Imbue it with a greater [ _ he . disposal of Cesares Qulroga (the 



scope, greater boldness, greater speed. 
Opposition Pilots Advance 

It Is not within the purview of this 



Police Minister) and are to remain In 
jail as long as he will keep them there" 
Naturally, to us the arbitrary actions 
of the bourgeois republic are not surprls. 



article to deal with what has happened \ ing. We predicted and announced it 
to the plan for industrialization and col- 1 when all the anarchists were misled by 
lectivization under the numerous zig-zags -democratic Illusions. But we demand to 
to 'ultra -Left ism and back to opportun- J be told clearly whether we have the right 
ism which Stalin has made since the to maintain our headquarters, to edit 
end of 1928. That falls properly into an- our paper and if we are answered In the 
other period of the development of the affirmative, if we are to enjoy the prlvll- 



But while in Russia this miserable; Prices, showing how 

gave Its warnings m time and all the 
time. The last appendix is the famous 
"Letter of Three Comrades", Stalinist 
supporters in China who, independently, 
corroborated all the contentions put for- 
ward against the party line in Moscow 
by the Opposition leaders. A convenient 
glossary of names and terms completes 
the book. 

This work of some 450 pages, well 
printed and bound, sells at the exceed- 
ingly low price of $1.00 In paper and 
$1.50 in cloth, prices not only more than 
In accord with the times but also with 
the need of distributing it as widely and 
speedily as possible. With all respects 
to pamphleteering and If we are not to 
be misunderstood, this Is not simply a 
transient pamphlet. It is the most fun- 
damental study of fhe Chinese revolution 
to appear in tlie camp of the Marxians. 
We may well be proud of having pro- 
duced it In 'English when most of it 
has yet to appear In other modern lan- 
guages. It Is a tremendous weapon in 
oui hands, an instrument for opening up 
closed minds, for educating even those 
who are educated ... It is a permanent 
contribution, in the same sense as were 
, Marx's and Lenin's studies of the de- 



people announcing to the peasants that 
elaborated a project forThe denatlonallz^- the °PP° 8iti0!1 Proposed "to rob the pea- 
tion of the laud, in the Ukraine the san t r r"- The lesser bureaucrats carried 
supporters of the Stalin -Bucharin ap- on an even more reactionary propaganda 
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struggle. But in this sketchy outline 
alone, enough has been referred to make 
it clear that without the persistent yeare 
of struggle of the LeffOpposition, it ia 
entirely doubtful that even those mea- 
sures of progress which have been made 
thus far would have been accomplished, 
Left to themselves, unhampered by the 
demands of the Opposition, there is every 
reason to believe that the Stalin-Buch- 
arln bloc would have continued to go 
further Into that reactionary, national- 
ist swamp where the Kulak and the other 
classes hostile to the October revolution 
were steadily pulling it. 

The essential, positive features of 
the Five Year Plan, the phenomenal suc- 
cesses which a proletariat in power has 
been able to show in the realm of in- 
dustrial progress, these are a debt which 
is owed exclusively to the unremitting 
struggle of the Opposition, and that is 
how the records of history will register 
it. The present ruling apparatus will 
be pictured there as the stubborn ob- 
stacle in the road, the adversaries of 
planned economy, the people Who for 
five years delayed adopting an elabor- 
ated plan, the people who chopped aw-ay 
at the banner-bearers of Bolshevism 
with axes borrowed from the Ideological 
armory of the class enemy. They will 
be recorded as the instruments employ- 
ed by those alien to the revolution to 
fight against the Opposition, as the pro- 
tectors and spokesmen of the counter- 
revolutionary "economists" and "special- 
ists" who, it was later revealed, drew 
up all their economic proposals, the pro- 
posals which were used as the main 
arguments against the Opposition and 
its platform. If history is written ob- 
jectively that is what it will record. The 
Opposition has not today and never will 
have cause to he anything but proud 
of the verdict the future will pronounce. 
— SHACHTMAN. 



eges that all papers enjoy — or whether 
the authorities are determined to stamp 
out the influence of the Left Opposition. 
Here is the list of the arrested com- 
rades: Andres Nin, Paulino Rolg, Jose 
Metge, Enrique Fernandez, Andres San- 
chez, Emllo Hehrnan, Franclso Gomez, 
Ramon Oailofre, Maximo Canilcero, 
Diego Pastor, Juan Rublo, Narcise Mol- 
lins, Carlotta Duran. 

By our CORRESPONDENT. 



The next article will deal with the 
breaking up of the Right-Center (Buch- 
arin-Stalin) bloc and the ultra-Left zig- 
zags of Stalinism. 



THE TURN IN THE C. I. IS OUT 
OF PRINT, BUT IS AVAILABLE IN 
THE BOUND VOLUMES OF COMRADE 
TROTSKY'S PAMPHLETS. 

MANY OF THE PAMPHLETS AD- 
VERTISED ELSEWHERE IN THIS 
ISSUE CAN BE HAD IN JEWISH, 
SPANISH, RUSSIAN AND ITALIAN. 
FOR INFORMATION WRITE TO 
PIONKER PUBLISHERS, 
84 East 10th Street, 
New York City 
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Prize Contestl 

We offer a full set of the collected 
works of J. Stalin— vest pocket edi- 
tion — to any party comrade who will 
identify the author of the following 
lines. As a special prize to Lenin 
School students we offer— the full 
Stalin Interview as given to Emil 
Ludwig. 

"But to overthrow the power of the 
bourgeoisie and establish that of the pro- 
letariat in a single country is still not 
to assure the complete victory of social- 
ism. The chief task the organization 
of socialist production, is still to be ac- 
complished. Can we succeed and secure 
the definitive victory of socialism in one 
country without the combined efforts of 
the proletarians of several advanced 
countries? Most certainly not. The ef- 
forts of a single country are enough to 
overthrow the bourgeoisie : this Is what 
the history of our revolution (the Octo- 
ber revolution— Ed. ) proves. But for 
the definite triumph of socialism, the or- 
ganization of socialist production, the 
efforts of one country alone are not 
enough, particularly of an essentially 
rural country like Russia; the efforts of 
the proletarians of several countries are 
needed. So the victorious revolution lit 
one country lias for its essential task t« 
develop and support the revolution in 
others". 

Watch for the right answer In next 
week's Militant. 



Pamphlets Wanted 

If comrades throughout the country 
will send us their spare copies of The 
Draft Program, World Unemployment and 
the Five Year Plan and The Turn in He 
C. I. and the Situation In Germany we 
will be able to make up an additional 
number of Bound Volumes of the pam. 
phlets. To the comrades who send them 
i^n, we will give credit against their 
copies of the Bound Volumes. Problems 
of the Chinese Revolution, What Next? 
or any of the other works by comrade 
Trotsky. 



PICNIC! picnic; 

For the Benefit of the 
Spanish Youth Opposition Paper 

The Spanish Opposition Youth, grow- 
ing dafly, have reached the point where 
they are ready to publish their own youth 
organ, Joven Espaitieo. 

They depend upon us for ftnanclal aid. 
Let us show our solidarity with them! 
Let us make this picnic a grand success ! 

Proceeds to be forwarded to Joven 
Espartico. 

Under the auspices of Spartacus Youth 
Club. 

Remember the date: 
SUNDAY, JULY 10th, at 10:00 A. M. 
Place: 
TIBBETTS BROOK PARK 
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The Slogan of the Defense of theU.S-S.R. 



The sharpening world economic crisis 
has already passed over to a semi-open 
conflict between the imperialist powers, 
first in Mouth America and then in Asia, 
and has now drawn into this orbit the 
fate of the Soviet Union, through the 
German, situation, the Manchurlan devel- 
opments and the internal economic ef- 
fects flowing from the contradictions. In 
such a trying period the defense of the 
Soviet Union must be of first considera- 
tion for every Communist. The Com. 
munist party has rightly considered it 
its duty to lead the struggle for the de- 
fense of the Soviet Union. But the lead- 
ers have left unanswered the question 
of how to defend the Soviet Union. 

Since Stalinism has gained control of 
the C. I., and the Soviet Union the slogan 
of the Defense of the Soviet Union has 
been thrown around East and furious. 
Day in and day out, in America, the 
slogan, -Defend the soviet Union" rings 
In our ears. One would think, as if by 
magic, this slogan will throw a spell over 
the world and create an iron ring around 
the Soviet Union. But one only needs to 
remember: ■•We" can build socialism In 
one country "if" we can prevent inter- 
vention, and then we can understand 
why this slogan Is used In such large 
doses. On the false basis of the theory 
of socialism in one country sprouted the 
misuse of the slogan, "Defend the Soviet 
Union." 

Propose of Slogans 

Slogans are not abstractions above the 
ebbs and Hows o£ the class struggle. To 
Issue Slogans for the establishing of So- 
viets after the revolution has turned its 
back or to issue slogans lor the Soviet 
to seize power before the vanguard and 
the class are prepared, is to make a 
mockery o£ revolutionary slogans. Cen- 
trism and the Kight wing have used this 
slogan year in and year out— because 
there is danger of intervention. In this 
same period the Soviet officials, including 
Stalin, have informed us that world 
Capitalism and the Soviet Union can 
exist peacefully side by side. The con- 
tradictory position of the C. I. and the 
Soviet officials flows logically from the 
wrong theory of socialism in one country. 

Capitalism will never cease its strug- 
gle against the Soviet Union. The form 
of the. struggle changes from time to 
time. In periods of economic war be- 
tween the two systems, the constant use 
of the slogan converts it Into so many 
hollow words, transforming sections of 
the C. I., from fighting units for the 



makes necessary the industrialization of 
the Soviet Union as rapidly as possible. 
A Chinese revolution, a Manchurlan in- 
vasion, a Spanish revolution and a strug- 
gle for power with the Fascists in Ger- 
many calls for different methods, forms 
and slogans in order to -defend the So- 
viet Union. 

Civil War, In Germany 

When Civil War threatens Germany, 
when the C. I. policies In Germany need 
a complete overhauling when a Fascist 
victory in Germany will mean a direct 
threat of death hanging over the Soviet 
Union — the world-wide use of the slogan, 
"Defend the Soviet Union", without a 
word or analysis, without pointing out 
the road to struggle is the best way how j 
not to defend the Soviet Union, how to 
make a joke out of the slogan. I 

The Communist League of America, 
the Left Opposition stands In the fore- 
front In the struggle for the defense of 
the Soviet Union by standing in the fore- 
front of the international class battles, 
analyzing, pointing out and leading the 
way in the struggle for a correct Marx- 
ian line, within the Soviet Union and 
throughout the world. 

— H. O. 



Bonus Battle 



(Continued from page 1) 
passenger train from Cumberland on. 
Instead, the feight cars were stranded 
somewhere in one of the damp cold Al- 
legheny valleys. All night long the 
hungry men shivered with cold. The 
next morning, the cars were taken 
through Cumberland where the men pro- 
tested the double crossing of railroad 
officials. (Other contingents had similar 
experiences.) They demanded they ba 
put on a passenger train, as promised. 
The petty officials passed the buck, one 
to the others. Finally the men were 
again put on a freighter for Washington 
and for the hospital. 

Under those conditions, the govern- 
ment officials fear an epidemic will break 
out, which of course is likely But the 
prescription of the goverment doctors 
is not that the government should pro- 
vide sanitary camps, cots ai*d decent 
food, but that the men Should disband. 

What these experts really fear is an 
"epidemic" of protests demands and mili- 
tant action. These chinovnicks, -these 
bureaucratic Canutes are trying to stem 



overthrow of their own capitalists, to the gathering revolutionary tide. They 



auxiliaries to prevent intervention against 
the Soviet Union. In times when econ- 
omic war is being transformed into open 
military war against the Soviet Union, 
the slogan, -Defend the Soviet Union" 
has meaning. Even then it will have to 
be concretized. Centrism has converted 
this slogan into a meaningless phrase. 

To defend the Soviet Union one must 
know HOW to defend our fatherland. 
We all agree it cannot be accomplished 
the "socialist" way. The "socialists" 
issue the slogan, "Hands off the Soviet 
Unlen" and then the Second Internation- 
al's representatives In the capitalist gov- 
ernments render full aid to the imperial- 
ists in their struggles against the So- 
viets. 

Right & Centre Misuse Slogan 

We must also realize, on the other 
hand, the Right and Centre wing of 
Communism in using the slogan, "Defend 
the Soviet Union", and then turning 
around and advocating, opportunist or 

adventurist policies In China in Spain, " omIsed ^ wopk - for tQe ~ lng of tlle 
in Germany and the rest of the world are ^^ Wm lQad and 

in words, but not in action, defending * 



are working day and night to intimidate 
the soldiers, to break them up and keep 
them isolated from the twelve million 
unemployed and the organized working 
class, with whom, and only with whom 
they can solve the question of bread, 
work and freedom. They can solve it 
only by the overthrow of the capitalist 
system tiiat threw them into the 
butchery of the last war, and is now 
cynically throwing them on the scrap- 
heap, like so much useless machinery. 

Vets In Militant Mood 

"Did the United States ever have rag- 
ged soldiers? — Mot until today," reads 
one slogan. "Millions for war — not a cent 
for the hungry." "We need cash— not 
a tombstone" — these are typical slogans 
across the rusty dilapidated autos about 
the camp. "What are you going to do, 
Uncle Sam?", asks another. 

During the day I was there, there 
were several rallies. The men were ad- 
dressed by some pious congressmen, who 



the Soviet Union. | 

Marxism Is not distinguished from op- 



strong every time he assured them they'd 
win their demand. The sergeant who 



Marxism Is not distingu shed trom op- 1 ^ ^.^ ^ congresaman conducte d 
portunism merely by abstract slogans. ^ Bering, as though the men were at 
Slogans must have revolutionary era.; scnoolb . raU Towa rd jha end of 
tent and be issued to fit the concrete sit- , ceedi thla ser6 eant was handed 

nation. How j could the Chinese workers m ^ ^^ CmghUn p ^ 

and peasants defend the Soviet Union in contributions one con- 

1826-27? How could the E. C. of the C. b " * 



I. defend the Soviet Union in the Chi- 
nese Revolution? How could the world 
proletariat defend the Soviet Union in 
the Chinese Revolution? Not by repeat- 
ing in prayer-like fashion the slogan, 



mising a $5,000 contribution — on one con- 
dition — that it would not be used for the 
benefit of the reds and other radicals. 
(These Chrisian fathers!) 

"Just Imagine who it is from," spoke 
the sergeant who grins with every con- 



'DBfcnd'the Soviet Union". The only -pressman and secret-serviceman, "Just 
way the Communists could defend the imagine, from Father Cough 1m ! -Hip, 



Soviet Union and all that goes with it 
was by pounding out and executing a 
Marxian policy in the Chinese revolution. 
The 'Eight-Centre bloc failed in this 
task and persecuted and expelled the 
Left Opposition for advocating the only 
policy that could materially defend the 
Soviet Union and the World Revolution. 
Scare Headlines on Manchuria 
For over a half year the Daily Worker 



hip, boys, now three cheers!' 

After the cheering he continues, "If 
you'll fight clean, if you'll fight upright 
and stay away from these communists, 
we'll get more contributions and nobody 
will go hungry." 

While he was speaking, a "regimental 
commander", a fat pug, flanked by two 
"bulls", was going through the crowd, 
stopping to speak to small groups. "Look 



has presented scare headlines on the here boys, if any of the Communists 
Manchurlan situation with countless col- open their mouth, go biff— right in the 
umns of news but not one Marxian an. 'mouth!" He thrust his fist out to show 
alysls of its relation to the world situa- them how. The sergeant on the speak- 
tion. In the last two months the Jap- *rs' stand was shouting. "Fight clean, 
anese army has been advancing toward Ag&t upright, stay away from these Com- 
munistic people. All here who are 
against the Communists say: Aye! Hip, 
hip!" 

Now, the first cheer was loud, but 
only at the outer- portions of the crowd. 
The second was distinctly muffled. The 
third cheer fell almost dead ; the soldiers 



the borders of the Soviet Union. The 
danger from the side of Japanese imper- 
ialism has grown in the last two months. 
But the way the Daily Worker has han- 
dled this problem, the Communist fol- 
lowers' consciousness has been dulled 
rather than sharpened. 



An analysis of the process of Japanese refused to raise their voices and although 
consolidation in Manchuria, a necessary y°» Aid not hear it, you felt the mutter- 
base °or an attack on the Soviet Union : | '"K a"d rumbling of the men. 
the relations of the East to the European j The secret-servicemen and the "regl- 
allles and the events in Germany would mental commanders", as I've said, are 
keep the world proletariat infoVmed at ' doing everything to prevent the issues 
each step, enabling us to take the pro- j from being brought before the soldiers, 
per steps to defend the Soviet Union. Openly and secretly they are intimidating 

The defense of the Soviet Union can- ' the men - ° f c<>urse ^^ «»»>'* liquidate 
not be satisfied by the slogan of: "De- th& one demand for cash in the palm of 
fend the Soviet Union," To defend the their hand— which is their one strength. 



Unemployment 

(Continued from page 1) 
present situation in the following terms : 
"Never has there been a clearer demon- 
stration of the part that the accumula- 
tion of capital . . . plays in normal busi- : 
ness activity. Every promise of sustain- 
ed improvement in the industries making 
goods for personal consumption has 
failed of realization because supporting 
improvements in the 'capital goods' in- 
dustries has not occurred." 

Yes, the capital goods production- 
production of means of production — fail- 
ed to improve. And quite naturally so. 
Just remember the enormous production 
capacity now unused. This is the con- 
stant part of capital which In the pro- 
cess of accumulation increases much 
more rapidly than variable capital (labor 
power). In other words there is already 
such a huge overproduction of capital — 
of means of production — to the extent 
that they serve i s capital. 

One can get a glance from another 
angle of the capital investment problem 
by merely taking a look at the figures 
of new capital emissions. According to 
Otto 1*. Schwarzchild, president of the 
National Statistical Service Inc., the 
total new financing in the United States 
(stocks and bonds, but not including 
municipal bond issues) for the first five 
months of this year aggregated $229,- 
078,00. This compares with a total for 
the first five months of last year of 
$1,600,697,000; and for the same period 
of 1930, of a total of $2,869,080,000. From 
this first crisis year till today there is 
a drop of 92 percent in capital emissions. 

These figures illustrate but once again 
the fact that during times of crisis the 
demand for industrial capital seriously 
diminishes. And yet the "wise" capital- 
ist rulers epeak of thei expansion of 
credits to start the wheels of industry 
turning! For them, however, the ques- 
tion still remains : how are they going 
to "break the backbone of the crisis?" 

The Government's Part 

"The government must first bring its 
house in order", Insists the Wall Street 
bankers. "The budget must be balanced", 
was their demand. Now it is haianced — 
at least, it is a sort of a balance. Pro- 
visions are 'made for supporting the policy 
of credit expansion. But this credit ex- 
pansion, instead of turning the wheels 
of industry, goes into loan capital to pay 
previously contracted obligations. So, 
in other words, the government becomes 
a more active guarantor for these loans 
advanced to pay interests and principals 
to the marauding brigands of Wall St. 
The budget balancing has extended taxa- 
tion to make up for the expense ; and, 
of course, the excursion into the field 
of indirect taxation met with some suc- 
cess. The sales tax schemes were final- 
ly, in the main, put over, leaving the 
collections for payment of the bills a 
broader field, embracing all who are 
still in a position to buy. 

. Apparently the so-called relief bills 
pending before Congress are also mak- 
ing progress. The ideas of those sen- 
ators and representatives, who cham- 
pion the interests of the petty bourge- 
oisie, to secure large appropriations for 
public works, are rather violently frown- 
ed upon. That would be too much like 
a dole. The Wagner bill now before the 
Senate meets the favor of those repre- 
senting the higher brackets of present 
. society. It provides for $300,000,000 in 
' loans to the states— a drop in the bucket 
even as charity for the millions of un- 
employed. It provides for $500,000,000 
for public works — to be spread over a 
long period of time. It provides for 
$1,500,000,000 in debenture for loans to 
what is called self liquidating enter- 
prises, this to be administered by the 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation. 

! The Problems Still Remains 

i The government Is surely putting its 
house in order and following closely the 

' most hopeful designs of the Wall Street 
pirates. Further enormous sums in 
credit expansion are to be made avail- 
able with the hope that the wished for 
business expansion will result. But there 

. is still a long way to go and that de- 
pends entirely on different factors. To 
recapitulate some of these factors are: 
( 1 ) Restoration of confidence, within 
capitalism, in the continuity of the pro- 
cess of reproduction. This is not a mere 
abstract problem ; it involves such ques- 
tions as" markets, profit rate, etc. (2) 
Raising of the present level of commo- 
dity prices. This in other words will 
mean, at least, a degree of inflation 
which is practically on the way. (3) 
Checking the fall in the rate of profit 
by further increase of capital and thus 
increasing the mass of profit. This is 
the crux of the problem. It spells an 
increase in the Intensity of exploitation 
and further depression of the wage level. 
In this we consider only the home 
front ; there still remains for considera- 
tion such questions as prospects in the 
world market. But these indications 
alone bear witness to the coming higher 
composition of capital and with it the 
greater Intensity of compettion and of 
class conflicts. They indicate the enor- 
mous contradictions in preparation for 
the next stage. 

— ARNE SWABBCK. 
(Another article in this series will 
follow next week, dealing especially with 
the world markets and some prospects — 
Ed.) 



A Political Biography of Stalin . . . . 

by LEON TROTSKY 



Editor's Note 
The Dally Worker last week published 
Stalin's interview with Emll Ludwig, In 
which the infallible, the best disciple of 
Lenin spouts freely the wisdom of latter- 
day Bolshevism. Among other things, 
he burls another of his notorious stink- 
bombs against comrade Trotsky. It suf- 
fices to characterize the Best Disciple 
by reprinting the following lines from 
"Materials for a Political Biography of 
Stalin", written some time ago by our 
comrade.— Ed. 



Eight years of struggle since Leuin; 
eight years of struggle against Trotsky; 
eight years of the regime of the epigones, 
first the "three", then the ''seven", and 
finally the "one" — this entire significant 
period of the decline of the revolution, of 
its ebbing on an international scale, of 
the lowering of its theoretical level; 
brought us to a, in the highest degree, 
critical point. In the bureaucratic 
triumph of Stalin a great historical per- 
iod is culminated and. at the same time 
the inevitability of its defeat in the near 
future is indicated. The culmination of 
burocracy foretells its crisis. It may be 
very much swifter than its grewth 'and 
rise. The regime of national socialism 
and its hero come under the blows not 
only of inner contradictions, but also of 
the International revolutionary move- j 
ment. The world crisis will give the lat- 
ter a series of new Impulsions. The van- 
guard of the proletariat will not be able 
and willing to suffocate in the clutches 
of a Molotovist leadership. The person- 
al responsibility of Stalin la fully in. 
volved. Doubts and anxiety have enter- 
ed the souls of even the most trained 
ones. And Stalin cannot give more than 
he has. He Is threatened with a de- 
scent which may prove to be swifter in 
proportion to the artificial character of 
his ascent. 

in any case Stalin is the central figure 
In the present unstable period. The 
characteristics of Stalin have a great 
political interest in connection with the 
course of the sixteenth congress. The 
present issue of the Bulletin is devoted 
to a considerable extent to a character- 
ization of the chief of the apparatus, 
as a political worker and as a theoretic- 
Ian. 

In the following lines we want to con- 
tribute some material to the political 
biography of Stalin. Our material is ex- 
tremely incomplete. -We choose the most 
essential from what we have In cur ] 
archives. But in our archives, as yet* : 
many essential, maybe the most impor- j 
tant material and documents are tempor- ; 
arlly missing. From the archives of the 
police department which intercepted and 
copied in the course of decades the let- 
ters of revolutionaries, documents, etc., 
Stalin in the course of the last years 
has meticulously collected material with 
the help of which he was able on the 
one hand to maintain a hold on insuf- 
ficiently reliable friends, throw a shadow 
on opponents, and, primarily, protect 
himself and his adherents against the 
publication of these or other excerpts or 
episodes which would damage the false 
monolithlsm artifically created by their 



Soviet Union one must concretize slogans 
for each situation. For this ' purpose, 
one must approach the problem, not from 
the position of building socialism In one 
country, but from the position of the 
world revolution, from the standpoint of 
the Permanent Revolution, which also 



And It may be this demand, now that 
the hill is defeated, that will be the 
piercing point that will cut a path to 
the other (sections of the organized 
working class. Meanwhile they are iso- 
lated,— soldiers of fortune. They are 
like a mass of dangling roots in mid. 



air, and lest they shrivel and die, it Is 
extremely necessary to carry them over 
to the soil of the revolutionary prole- 
tariat. 

The soldiers are ready to listen to us. 
We must win them over. Concentrate 
your work on Washington. 

— EX-SOLDIEK. 



Back Numbers of 
Militant Wanted 

Some time ago «'u issued an appeal 
for .missing back numbers of The Mili- 
tant. As a result of this appeal com- 
rades in different parts of the country 
sent In what they had and we made <up 
a number of files which are now on 
sale. We are sure that comrades still 
have In their possession extra copies of 
the numbers we need. If they will send 
them in at once we will he able to make 
up an additional number of files. We 
need not emphasize the financial impor- 
tance of the sale of these files to us. 
It Is obvious. 

The numbers we need are : Vol. 1, No. 
1, November IS, 1928; Vol. 2 No. 4, Feb 
runary 18, 1929; Vol. 3, No. 31, October 
1, 1$30; Vol. 4, No. 2, January 15. 1931; 
Vol. 4, No. 10, May 15, 1031. 

We need all of these numbers, but at 
the moment we need the last one a little 
more than the others. A little more 
than a year ago we made up a number 
of files of The Militant from Vol. I, No. 
1 to the last issue of 1030. Comrades 
who bought these files have been waiting 
for bound files of the subsequent issues. 

We need about thirty of the missing 
issues for 1931. Comrades, don't wait. 
Send in all of these issues that you have 
at once. 



What Next? 

On August I What Next! will be off 
the press. Work is going forward on it 
steadily and rapidly. We would like to 
get it off sooner because of the swift 
pace of the developments in the German 
situation. Whether we can do it de- 
pends to a large extent on the response 
to the China book and to the number 
of paid advance orders that our com- 
rades can get NOW. Every advance 
paid order moves the date up a little. 

The book wlil be approximately 150 
pages. It will be put up in paper covers 
at 50 cents each, and In cloth at $1. The 
usual reduced rates for bundle orders 
will apply. 

Now comrades it Is up to you ! If you 
want to see WHAT NEXT? out sooner 
than August 1 help us by pushing the 
China book 'and by getting paid advance 
orders for WHAT NEXT?, NOW. 



biographies. These documents we do 
not have. The extreme Inadequacy of 
our information must be kept in view, 
In appraising the following material. 



1. On December 23, 1925 the follow- 
ing police information was published in 
the party organ, Zaria Vostoka, by 
Stalin's closest friends: "From the in- 
formation received by me again from 
the agency, Djugavshvili was known In 
the organization by the nicknames, Soso 
and Koba; worked from 1902 in the so- 
cial democratic party organization first 
as a menshevik and then as a bolshevik, 
as a propagandist and leader of the first 
district (railroad)." In reference to 
this police Information about Stalin pub- 
lished by his adherents no refutation has 
appeared any wh were, as far as we know. 
From this information it transpires that 
Stalin began hi.-* work as a menshevik. 

2. In 1905 Stalin belonged to the 
bolsheviks and was taking an active 
part in the struggle. What were his 
views on the character and perspectives 
of the revolution? As far as we know 
there are no documents in circulation on 
this account. No articles, speeches, or 
resolutions by Stalin have been reprinted. 
Why? Obviously because the republica- 
tion of Stalin's articles or letters for 
that period couid only damage his poli- 
tical biography. There la; no other ex- 
planation of the stubborn forgetfulness 
of the "chief's" past. 

3. In 1907 Stalin took part In the 
expropriation of the bank of Tlflis. The 
mensheviks following the bourgeois phll- 
Hstlues expressed indignation against the 
"conspiratorial" methods of bolshevlam 
end Its "anarcho-Blanquism". We can 
have only one attitude toward this indig- 
nation: contempt The fact of taking 
part in a resolute, tho only partial blow 
at the enemy can add only honor to the 
revolutionary resoluteness of Stalin. It 
is astonishing, however, that this fact has 
been removed in cowardly manner from 
all the official biographies of Stalin? Is 
it in the name of burocratic respectabil- 
ity? After all we think not. It is more 
likely for political reasons. For, if par- 
ticipation in expropriation in itself can- 
not compromise a revolutionist in the 
eyes of revolutionists, the false political 
appraisal of that situation compromises 
Stalin as a politician. Separate blows 
at the institutions of the enemy, includ- 
ing "treasuries", are compatible only 
with the revolutlonery offensive of the 
masses; i. e., with the ascent of the rev- 
olution. When the masses are retreating, 
partial, separate, partisan blows unavoid- 
ably degenerate into adventures and lead 
to demoralization of the party. In 1907 
the revolution was receding and the ex- 
propriations degenerated into adventures. 
Stalin, at any rate, showed in that per- 
iod that he was unable to distinguish 
between high and low tides. He will dis- 
close in the future more than once (Es- 
thonla, Bulgaria, Canton, the third per- 
iod) Incapability o£ political orientation 
on a broad scale. 

4. Stalin, from the time of the first 
revolution leads the life of a professional 
revolutionist. Prisons, exiles, escapes. j 
But during the entire period of the re- 
action (1907-11) we do not find a single 
document — article, letter, resolution — In 
which Stalin formulated his own ap- 
praisal of the situation and its perspec- 
tives. It Is impossible that such docu- 
ments do not exist. It is Impossible that 
they are not preserved, if only In the 
archives of the police department. Why 
don't they appear in the press? It is 
perfectly obvious why : they are unable 
to strengthen the absurd characterization 
of the theoretical and political infalli- 
bility that the apparatus, which means 
Stalin himself — creates for itself. I 

5. Only one letter of that period, due 
to oversight, got into the press and it 
entirely confirms our hypothesis. | 

On the 24 of January, 1911 Stalin wrote 
to his friends from exile. This letter 
was intercepted by the police depart- , 
ment, was reprinted on December 23, 
1925 still by the same more servile than 
wise editorship of the Zaria Vostoka 
(Dawn of the East). This is what Stalin 
wrote: "You have certainly heard about 
the 'tempest in a teapot' abroad ; blocs 
— Lenin and Plechanov on one side, and 
Trotsky- Martov-Bogdanov on the other. 
The relation of the workers to the first 
bloc, as far as I know, is favorable. But 
in general the workers are beginning to 
look with contempt on the work abroad; 
'let them climb on the wall to their 
hearts' content ; In our estimation those 
should work to whom the interests of tho 
movement are dear, and the rest will 
happen.' This. In my estimation, is for 
the best." 

This Is not the place to consider how 
correctly Stalin defines the composition 
of the blocs. The question Is not in this. 
Lenin led a fierce struggle against legal- 
ises, liquidators, and opportunists, for 
the perspectives of the second revolution. 
This struggle determined fundamentally 
all the groupings abroad. But how does 
the Bolshevik Stalin appraise these bat- 
tles? As the most helpless empiricist 
and unprincipled practlcalist : "a tempest 
in a teapot; let them, so to say, climb 
on the wall; work, and all will be well." 
Stalin welcomes the frame of mind of 
theoretical indifference and the imagin- 
ary superiority of the near-sighted prac- 
ticalists over the revolutionary theore- 
ticians. "In my estimation, this Is for 
the best", he writes, addressing those 
moods that were characteristic of the 
period of reaction and downfall. Wo 
have in this manner in the person of 
the Bolshevik Stalin not even a nolitical 



conci national ism, for conciliation ism was 
an ideological current which strove to 
create a principled platform, — we have 
a blind empiricism which entirely dis- 
dains the principle problems of the rev- 
olution. 

It Isn't difficult to imagine what a 
castigation the editorship of the Zaria 
Vostoka got for publishing this letter, 
and what measures were taken on a gen- 
eral governmental scale to prevent such 
letters from appearing In the future. 

6. In his report at the seventh plenum 
of the E. C. C. I. (1926) Stalin character- 
ized the party's past in the following 
manner: "... the history of our party 
if taken from the moment of its birth 
in the form of a Bolshevik group in 
1903, and traced through its subsequent 
stages up to our time; can be said with- 
out exaggeration, to be a history of the 
struggle of contradictions inside the 
party— there is not and cannot be a 
'middle' line in questions of a principle 
character — ". These Imposing words are 
aimed against ideological "conciliation- 
Ism; in 'relation to those against whom 
Stalin led a struggle. But these absolute 
fi.rmulas of ideological irreconci liability 
are entirely contradictory to the political 
physiognomy and political past of Stalin 
himself. He was, as an empiricist, an 
organic conciliator, but particularly as 
an empiricist he did not give his concllia- 
tionism a principled expression. 

7. In 1912 Stalin contributed to the 
legal paper of the Bolsheviks, Zvesda 
(The Star). The Petersburg editorial 
board in direct struggle with Lenin, Is- 
sued this paper at first as a concllia- 
tionlst organ. Here is what Stalin wrote 
in the programmatic editorial : "... we 
will be satisfied if the paper, not falling 
into the political Infatuations of the dif- 
ferent fractions, will succeessfully de- 
fend the spiritual treasures of the dem- 
ocracy, on wheh at present obvious en- 
emies and false friends are boldly en- 
croaching" (.Revolution and C. P. S. U. 
(B) in "Materials and Documents", Vol. 
5, page 101-102). 

The phrase about political infatuations 
of different ( !) fractions Is aimed whol- 
ly at Lenin, at his "tempests in teapots", 
at his eternal readiness to "climb on the 
wall", out of some "political infatua- 
tions." 

Stalin's article, In this manner, entirely 
coincides with the vulgar-conciliation is t 
tendency of the above quoted letter of 
1911, and wholly contradicts his later 
announcement of the impermissibility of 
a middle line in questions of a principle 
character. 

8. One of the official biographies of 
Stalin proclaims: "In 1913 he was again 
exiled to Turuchansk, where he remained 
until 1917." Tho Stalin Jubilee number 
of Pravda expresses itself In the same 
way: "The years of 1913-14-15-16 Stalin 
spent in exile in Turuchansk" (Pravda, 
December 21, 1929). And not a word 
more. These were the years of the 
world war, the collapse of the Second 
International, of Zimmerwnld, Kienthal, 
of the deepest ideological struggle in 
socialism. What part did Stalin take 
In this struggle? Pour years of exile 
should have been years of intensive men- 
tal work. The exiles in such circum- 
stances keep diaries, write tracts, work 
Out theses, platforms, exchange polemical 
letters, etc. It is impossible that Stalin 
in four years of exile did not write any- 
thing on the fundamental problems of 
the war. the International, and revolu- 
tion. But It would be. futile for us to 
look for some traces of Stalin's mental 
work during these astounding four years. 
In what manner could this occur? It 
is perfectly obvious that if only one sin- 
gle line could be found where Stalin 
formulated the idea of defeatism or an- 
nounced the necessity of a new Interna- 
tional, this line would have been pub- 
lished long ago photographed and trans- 
lated into all languages, and enriched 
with learned commentaries by all the 
academies and institutions. No euch 
line was found. Does this mean that 
Stalin did not write at all? No, it does 
not mean this. This would be entirely 
incredible. But this means that among 
all the material written during these 
four years there was nothing, absolutely 
nothing, which can he used to-day for 
the strengthening of his reputation. In 
this manner the years of war, when the 
ideas and slogans of the Russian rev- 
olution and Third International were 
forged, proved an empty space in the 
Ideological biography of Stalrn. It Us 
very probable that at that time he spoke 
and wrote : "Let them climb on the wall 
there and arrange storms in a glass of 
water." 

9. Stalin arrives in Petrograd with 
Kamenev about the middle of March, 
1917. Pravda, directed by Molotov and 
Shllapnikov, had a vague, primitive, but 
nevertheless "left" character directed 
against the provisional government. 
Stalin and Kamenev put aside the old 
editorship as too left and took up a 
thoroughly opportunist position in the 
spirit of the left mensheviks: (a) sup- 
port of the provisional government as 
far as: (b) military defense of the rev- 
olution (1. e., the bourgeois republic); 
(c) a union with the mensheviks of the 
Tseretellt type. The position of Pravda 
ia those days presents indeed a scandal- 
ous page In the history of the party and 
In the biography of Stalin. His March 
articles which were the revolutionary 
result of his meditations in exile explain 
perfectly why not a line from Stalin's 
works from the war epoch have appear- 
ed up till how. 

(To Be Continued) 



WORKERS 
OF THE 
WORLD, 
IMTE 



THE 




Weekly Organ of the Communist League of America [Opposition] 




Published weekly by the Communist L ea2ue of America (Opposition) at 84 Bast 10th Street, New York. N. T. Elite red as second class mail matter, Novem ber 28, 1S)2S at the Post Office at New York, N. l r . under the act of March 3, 1878. 



VOLUME V, NO. 27 [WHOLE NO. 123] 



NEW YORK, SATURDAY, JULY 2, 1932 



PRICE 5 CEiVl* 



ON THE SPOT 



Lausanne Conference 
Near Collapse 

German Reaction Aggressive 

The entire Lousanne Conference, looked 
upon with the greatest anxiety by a 
Kuiopean bourgeoisie caught in the 
throes o£ impending convulsions, has so 
far stooil under the sign of the Hoover 
proposals on disarmament. The power of 
the American colossus is more in evid- 
ence thim ever. The Germans see in it 
the hand of :t magnanimous benefactor 
against (he adamant French enemy. The 
French in so far as they are inclined 
to view with favorably, hold it up as a 
pi-op for the maintenance of their cher- 
ished Versailles Treaty. As is known, 
the Hover plan proposes the reduc- 
tion of armaments by one third pressing 
lor a reduction in the arms output of 
the Gallic rival for European domina- 
tion and at the same time restricting 
German war preparations to the present 
limit. 

As was to be expected, the Conference 
has yielded no reus Its. The only posi- 
tive thing it has achieved, Is the indefin- 
ite prolongation of the Hoover morator- 
ium which was to end on June 30. The 
French are holding out. using the old 
lever of. "security necessities" and hold- 
ing fast to their refusal to consider can- 
cellation of German reparations. In the 
struggle between the Americana and the 
delegation from the Quai D'Orsay, the 
Von Pit pen delegation grasps a good op- 
portunity to jockey for position, with an 
eye on the requirements of foreign aid 
fmm all quarters in the event of a Fasc- 
ist seizure of power in Germany and the 
prospect of bitter and protracted civil 
war that this envisages. 

While the German reactionaries are 
negotiating for the best possible condi- 
tions for future domestic and foreign 
imperialist aims— they talk of revision of 
the Eastern frontiers — steering a course 
that heads for a generally approved ag- 
gression against the country of the So- 



Closer to the Proletarians of the Colored* Races! 



CRIME IS GAUGING 
ALL THE TIME 

A Mr. McGeoghegan of Chicago, pro- 
minent beer baron, was charged with the 
robbery of a banlt to the tune of 560,000. 
He beat the bank officials to it. Infur- 
iated over their loss, the bankers indenti- 
iicd him, and the eminent Democrat was 
placed on trial. The identifiers learned 
that McGeoghegan was cleaning and 
oiling a machine gun for their benefit 
so they implored the state's attorney to 
dismiss the charges. Their request was 
complied with. Why not send McGeog- 
hegan to restore lawrenorder in Nicar- 
agua? 

■ • * * 

REPS. ANI> DEMS. SEND 
RIVAL TO NUT WARD 

Former Kltagle Clarke of the Ku Klux 
Klan, recently emerged from his kavern 
and announced that he was going to re- 
store prosiiei'ity through the medium of 
a new organization of morons, member- 
ship in which \Vas contingent on the 
ability of the sucker to come across with 
a sum ranging from $25 to $500. "From 
each accord in to his ability; to me ac- 
cording to my needs" was Clarke's 
slokan. Plans for bedsheet and night 
cap factories were drawn up and a 
corps of confidence salesman orkanized. 
But the bourgeoisie would not have it. 
These are hard times and the Republican 
and Democratic parties will have & tough 
job on their hands trying to hold the 
masses in their coralls with promises of 
prosperity and full dinner pails after 
nest November. So they grabbed Clarke 
arid lushed him to a cot in the psycho- 
pathic ward of the Co>unty Hospital in 
Chicago. The head of the nut clearing 
house declared that any man who claims 
he can liquidate the depression is as 
mad as a bed bug. If that is so, and 
we are inclined to agree, why not isolate 
the leaders of the Democratic and Rep- 
ublican parties? 
IS WILLIAM GREEN 
SEEING RED? 

William Green, the pink-cheeked Bap- 
tist, president of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, who has waged a consis- 
tent fight against unemployment by 
holding the estimated number of jobless 
down to six millions recently took a 
wild leap to the left and startled the 
country by stating tha the worfeless army 
is now over ten millions. Following this 
announcement from his headquarters 
came another, charing the Hoover 'admin- 
istration with non-feasance on the un- 
employment question. Bill believes that 
the money handed to the hanks by the 
Reconstruction Finance 'Corporation 
should be loaned by the banks to the 
business men who in turn would use it 
to exploit the unemployed, and to para- 
phrase the Pullman smoking room yarn 
"that's the fellow Green wants to help." 
Ijook out brother Green! Brother Doak 
may get yon and deport you to where 
you came fnan unless you stop criticiz- 
ing the government. Only the Reds do 
that kind of thing. 
ONEAI, AND THOMAS IN 
TIT FOR TAT GAME 

The assistant editor of the New Leader, 
official organ of the Socialist party, was 
removed from his post because of his 
support of the socalled militants in the 
S. P. The board of directors of the New 
Leader declared that he was dismissed 
because of his inability to work in har- 
mony with Ilillijuit's editor, James Oneal. 
Norman Thomas, the liberal leader of 
the S. I', who took the 'left' militants 
into his maw a.nd is digesting them at 
his leisure, protested against the assistant 
editor's dismissal. Oneal came hack with 
the dirty crack that Thomas fired him 
(Oneal) from the editorial staff of the 
Now York Call after Thomas took it 
over, baptized it the Leader and abolish- 
ed the class struggle. This is tit for 
tat if yuh sit what I mean. 
» * * • 

DAILY WORKER BARES 
DIABOLICAL PLOT 

The Dally Worker viewed with alarm 
the proposal of the Unman Betterment 

Foundation that IS/XXMXX) mental do- ' offer themselves as instruments of this 
fee-fives he steriliced by a harmless pro- policy. But they move in each country 
cess which is so popular with the expert- j with the necessary caution, which the 
mentees that they write testimonals re- particular Interests of their national 
commending the operation to others. It bourgeoisie demand. Their internation- 
may be a modernization of the fable ' al center which unites them in a loose 
about the fox who lost his tail, but be : federation is very circumspect in ventur- 
that as it may, the Daily Worker sua- 1 Ing to take a new step. ' And Vander- 
pects that it is a plan to sterilize the'velde incorporates this policy in an equi- 
unemployed. The capitalists it is true, ! vocal phrase borrowed from diverse bour- 



To the International Secretariat: 
Copy to the National Committee of the 
American League : 

I have received a copy of the letter 
of an organization of Negro comrades 
from Johnnesburg, dated April 26th. 
This letter, it seems to me, has a tre- 
mendous symptomatic significance. The 
Left Opposition (Bolshevik-Leninists) 
can and should become the banner for 
the most oppressed sections of the world 
proletariat, conr-euuently, in the first 
place for the Negro workers. Upon what 
do I base such an assumption? 

The Left Opposition represents at pre- 
sent the most consistent and the most 
revolutionary current in the world. Its 
sharply critical relations to all and every 
form of bureaucratic conceit in the labor 
movement makes it possible for it to pay 
particular attention to the voice of the 
most oppressed sections of the working 
class and toilers in general. 

The Left Opposition has to suffer the 
Wows not only of all the bourgeois gov- 
ernments of the world, but also of the 
•Stalinist apparatus. This fact, which, 
in spite of all the slanders, enters gradu- 
ally into the consciousness of the mass- 



viets, the government at home proceeds 
with drastic force agalhst all opposition 
forces at home. 

The protests of the local governments 
—Bavaria, Baden— against the lifting of 
the ban on the Nazi Storm Troops have 
been of no avail. The Von Papen cabinet 
is sticking to its guns. In the meantime, 
the Fascist forces are forging ahead wtih 
full speed and with the best wishes of 
the present rulers. Attacks upon work- 
.ers, organizations continue unabated. 
The toll of proletarian victims of Hitler- 
ite attacks is mounting skyward. The 
Brown Shirts' pressure upon affairs — 
domestic as well as foreign— goes on in 
all openness and with remarkable suc- 
cess. 

(Continued on page 2) 



The Zurich Congressof the Reformist Int'Is 

New Situation Brings «Left» Turn on Part of Amsterdam 



At a time when the economic crisis 
continually worsens the conditions of the 
working class, jolts the bourgeois re- 
gimes and raises up perspectives of war, 
the S. L. I. (the Second International), 
and the I. F. T. U. (The Amsterdam 
Trade Union International), have con- 
vened a common conference in Zurich— 
"for disarmament". The largest organi- 
zations in the world, 7,000,000 in the S. 
I,. I. and 14,000,000 in the I. F. T 13, 
Vandervelde proudly said. 

The resolutions reflect the "ulsanlmous 
conclusions of the socialists" that is to 
say— of the heterogeneous amalgam where 
revolutionary workers mix with reform- 
ist workers, petty bourgeoisie of the city 
and the country and bourgeois politic- 
ians; this undifferentiated mass from 
which the conscious proletarian vanguard 
was separated by the war and (he Hus- 
ian revolution. 

The leaderhlp of the agents of the 
bourgeoisie has dragged the reformist 
movement along all the vicissitudes of 
bourgeois polities. At a time when cap- 
italist society— and especially European 
capitalist society, of which the S. L. I. 
and the I. F. T. U. are direct products 
—is undergoing a new process of disin- 
tegration, the S. L. I. and the I F T V 
take a new position. 

On its positive side, the principal re- 
solution "Against War and Fascism" 
gives expression to its "Left" policy, 
which offers itself to the European bour- 
geoisies, now driven to their knees by 
the economic crisis and the difficulties 
threatening the continent. Their policy is 
for the reduction of the armament bud- 
gets and the carrying out of the anti- 
war treaties. The social democrats, 
turning their face towards the masses, 



are dirty enough for anything but we 
fail to see what they coiiid gain by euni- 
chising the unemployed unless they in- 



geois formulae : 

This practical bourgeois policy carrier 
with it equality in security through 



tend to legalize the harem industry, it ! simultaneous and controlled equality in 
Is well to know however that the Daily J disarmament as its political expression : 
Worker is on guard and if the capital- ■ Constant, unrelenting, merciless straggle 
ists think they can pull off anything like , for the reestablishment of democracy, for 
that without the diabolical motive be- ! its defense and for its development. The 
hind It being exposed, they are due for defense of bourgeois democracy is the 



disillusionment. 



-RIDEM. 



The S. L. I. wails, in the Joint resolu- 
tion, "Against Japanese taperiali-am.'" 
over the defection in the pacifist front of 
the League of Nations, which It Das al- 
ways eulogized to the workers. It attri- 
butes this desertion not to the "strength" 
of the imperialist bandits, but to Ita 
"weakness". It exhorts the masses to. 
prevail upon their governments to be 
more than what they are. But this re- 
solution does not lack its "revolutionary" 
counterpart. The S. L I. announces 
that in a desperate eventuality it will 
appeal to the Trade Union Internation- 
al to sabotage tbp (shipment of food 
and munitions to Japan. The struggle 
for peace, without revolutionary action, 
dwells in this hollow and lying phrase 
which plays the game of the enemy. 

It demands in "the eventuality of * 
new war that tie socialists of all coun- 
tries, not only defend the interests of 
the various nationalities, but also Hie 
interests of tBe working class and of all 
humanity". How and why will a new 
war transform the leaders of this organi- 
zation, who in the last war put them- 
selves only in the service of the "varlom 
nationalities"? 

"If the leaders of the capitalist world 
show themselves incapable of finding an 
issue for the present crisis to avert the 
catastrophe which threatens the world, 
the proletariat alone must take this 
task on their own shoulders." Thus the 
counsellors keep this sacrament at a dis- 
tance. 

The crisis, with its political and econ- 
omic consequences, grows more acute and 
sets millions of workers In motion, who 
augment the reformist ranks. The S. L»- 
I. is forced to speak. It prattles before 
(Continued on page 3.) 
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es, will have to attract towards the 
Left Opposition the sympathies of the 
most oppressed sections of the interna- 
tional working class more and more. 
From this point of view, the letter to 
us from the South African comrades ap- 
pears to be not at all accidental, 
but deeply symptomatic. In their letter, 
bearing 24 signatures (it further follows: 
"and others") the youth African com- 
rades expressed particular interest in 
the questions of the Chinese Revolution. 
This interest should be recognized as 
fully grounded. Precisely the working 
masses of the oppressed peoples who 
have to carry on the struggle for the 
elementary national rights and for hu- 
man dignity, stand the greatest risk to 
suffer from the confused teachings of the 
Stalinist buresr™raey on the subject of 
the "democratic dictatorship". Under 
this false banner, the policy in the style 
of the Ku'o Min Tang, that is, the com- 
plete deception and the unpunished crush- 
ing of the toiling masses by their own 
"national" bourgeoisie, may still do the 
greatest harm to the cause of liberating 
the toilers. The program of the perman- 
ent revolution based on the incontestable 
historic experience of a number of coun- 
tries may and should assume the lead- 
ing significance for the liberation move- 
ment of the Negro proletariat. 

If the Johannesburg comrades did not 
as yet have the possibility to acquaint 
themselves closer with the views of the 






Alexander Rosanoff 



] 



The sad news of a new victim Is com- 
municated in the latest correspondence 
received from Moscow. Comrade Alex- 
ander Rosanoff is dead in exile. Com- 
rade Rosanoff, a party member since 
1917, a heroic fighter in the famous 
Fifth Army (which crushed Kolchak), a 
militant Oppositionist since 1923, was 
arrested in 1928. Altho seriously 111 
with tuberculosis, running a fever of 105, 
he was thrown into Butirki prison to- 
gether with common law criminals, and 
submitted to ail kinds of torments. Then 
deported to Siberia, he was on the thres- 
hold of death. The Stalinist apparatus 
was obliged to transfer him to better 
climatic conditions. There condemned to 
death, ho remained an intransigeant 
Bolshevik revolutionist, combatting Stal- 
inism with all his power. After four 
years of exile comrade Rosanoff has 
perished, a victim of the Stalinist re- 
pression. 

The same communication tells of the 
uninterrupted growth of the Left Op- 
position in the U. S. S. It. : Young Work- 
ers come to the Opposition from all new 
sections. The year 1931 enfolded under 
the sign of hundreds of new arrests and 
deportations of Bolshevik- Lenin ists. This 
year the same tiling. We cite, among 
other things, the arrest and deportation, 
during March and April, of 80 opposi- 
tionists in gverdlovsk (centejr of the 
Ural industrial region) 8 of whom were 
transferred to solitaries. This continu- 
al arrival of new elements has a de- 
cisive importance. It gives courage to 
the old militants. And above all, it gives 
assu'rance to the future of the Left Op- 
position, which has great historic tasks 
before it. And it is just this growth 
that explains the blind hatred Stalin 
shows to the Left Opposition. The ideas 
of the Left Opposition, in spite of every- 
thing, are penetrating into all the sec- 
tions of the working class and the 
Party, and in the entire Soviet Union. 
* » • * 

Demand the release of the Bolshevik- 
Leninists In prison and exile, from the 
Stalinist bureaucrats. 

Demand their read mission into the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. 

The Worker Communists must not al- 
low the phflysical destruction of these 
Stalwart revolutionists. Their place is 
in the front ranks of the world pro- 
letariat. 



Left Opposition on all the most impor- 
tant questions, it cannot be an obstacle 
in getting together with them as close- 
ly as i>ossible even today and to help 
them fraternally to come into the orbit 
of our program and our tactics. 

When ten intellectuals of Paris, Berlin 
or New York who have been in various 
organizations, address themselves to us 
with a request to be taken into our midst 
1 would give the following advice: Put 
them through a number of tests on all 
the questions of program; wet them un- 
der the rain, dry them in the sun, and 
then after a new careful examination 
accept one or two. 

The matter changes basically when ten 
workers conneited with the masses come 
to lis. The difference in our relation to 
the petty bourgeois and to the proletar- 
ian groups does not require any ex- 
planation. But if the proletarian group 
works in it district where there are 
workers of various races, and in spite 
of this, it consists only of workers of a 
privileged nationality, I am inclined to 
regard them with suspicion: .'.re we not 
dealing with the workers' aristocracy? 
l!«i'l the group poisoned by slave hold- 
ing prejudices active or passive? 

It is quite a different matter when we 
are approached by a group of Negro 
workers. Here I am ready ,to consider 
beforehand that we are achieving agree- 
ment with them, even though this is not 
yet obvious ; because of their whole 
position they do not strive and cannot 
strive to degrade anybody, oppress any- 
body or deprive anybody of his rights. 
They do not seek privileges and cannot 
rise to the top except on the road of the 
international revolution. 

We can and we should find a way to 
the consciousness of the Negro worker^, 
of the Chinese workers, of the Hindoo 
workers, all these oppressed colored races 
of the human ocean to whom belongs 
the decisive word in the development of 
humanity. 

—I,. TROTSKY. 
Prinkipo, June 13, 11)32. 



Arrest W. Z. Foster 
in Los Angeles 

Released Although Charged 
with Criminal Syndicalism 

William Z. Foster, Communist candid- 
ate for president of the U. S. who was ar- 
rested on July '28th. in Los Angeles, 
while attempting to speak in a protest 
demonstration, was released the next 
day on the grounds of lack of evidence 
to charge him with criminal syndicalism. 
The meeting at which Foster was ar- 
rested was called to protest the prohibi- 
tion of a meeting where he was billed 
j to speak and which was to protest the 
■ shooting of an unemployed worker by 
'captain Ilynes police thugs. John R. 
Hynes. the notorious red baiter and per- 
secutor of the Los Angeles workers, ar- 
rayed a little army of Legionaires and 
bluecoats, armed with sub-machine guns, 
sawed off shotguns, blackjacks, etc., to 
see to it, that the meeting did not take 
place. When the workers demanded to 
hear Foster, the police and the thugs 
proceeded to shorn them what California 
democracy feels like — over their skulls. 
When Foster began, to speak, he was 
thrown into jail "on suspicion of crim- 
inal syndicalism." 

But tliis move was too brazen, too 
! crude. Hynes, who arrests. Imprisons 
and holds Communists on far less evid- 
ence, had to let Foster go for the reason 
that he wanted to "keep peace In the 
city." The real reason is of course, that 
it is not so easy to arrest presidential 
candidates even though they may happen 
to be Communists. The wave of resent- 
ment that would follow, would certainly 
make It too hot for CapL Hynes' liking. 

The first move to block the Commun- 
ist election campaign has been success- 
fully crushed. 

On with the campaign ! Vote for 
Foster and Ford ! 

Vote Communist ! 



Demagogues and Bankers Clash in Chicago 

What Is Behind the Clique Fight at the Democrats' Meet 

If the Republican party confab gave social distress on their blood brothers, the 
the appearance of a graveyard with a j Republicans. It recommends, as a rem- 
couple of hired noise makers, the dem- , etiy "a drastic change in economic and 
ocratic convention looks like a verit-j governmental policies." 
able madhouse with the inmates acting 



Persecution of our Spanish Comrades 

BARCELONA, SPAIN.— aurant. Like a real bandit, never once 

Our comrade Luis Curie! has been ar-j withdrawing their gun points from the 
rested in Valladolid. His arrest is just I body of our comrade, 
another arbitrary act of the "democratic" After passing the night there, they 
regime. No reason was given to ex-j brought him to Madrid where he was 
plain this arrest, outside of the fact; later released. 

that Curiel is an outstanding Communist; — CORRESPONSAL. 

militant, the former regional secretary of As we go to press we receive the joy- 
the official party in Castille and the ous news of the release of comrade An- 
national secretary of International Labor ares ni b and the other 20 comrades ar- 



their natural selves. A casu'al reading 
of the proceedings of the convention 
now in session in Chicago, gives one the 
impression of a Held day of a lunatic 
asylum. Fist fights, a jig by the sedate 
William McAdoo, wild and idiotic cheer- 
ing at the least, mention of prohibition 
repeal, chorus girls applauding Jimmy 
Walker, and professional entertainers to 
fill in the dull momenta, marked the high- 
lights of the political convention of the 
"democracy." 

The Republican convention insulted the 
intelligence of the people of these United 
States by putting up Herbert Hoover as 
the only nominee and -candidate to 
squeeze some more profits out of the 
hides of the working class. But the 
Democrats are no pikers, they give us 
eight possibilities, all of whom have as 
much or less in common with the needs 
of the workers as the "great engineer". 
Smith has the support of the Wall 
_ Street magnate, John J. liaskob. Newton 
1>. Haiti* let go a couple of loose phrases 
about capitalist "internationalism", but 
his able service in sending American 
workers to the European slaughter 
house, to coin profits for the Morgan's 
l)u Pouts, etc., makes him wholly accept- 
able to the big money bags. Ritchie id 
wholly innoccimus since his only qualifi- 
cation and platform is his dampness. 
Even Garner won't be objectionable to 
the industrialists — he showed his caliber 
in trimmng the petty-bourgeois by a huge 
levy of taxes foisted upon them. And 
Roosevelt (be most likely nominee, can 
he counted upon in a pinch to do his bit 
for his master— in spite of his dish- 
water liberalism. 



The most ignorant person should be 
able to observe that the tremendous over- 
production of wealth and the glut of 'com- 
modities, on the one hand, and the star- 
vation and unemployment on the other, 
can be due to nothing else than th« sys- 
tem that produces these things. The 
Democrats are heart and soul for the 
maintenance of the capitalist system. 
Their economic existence depends upon it. 
How then, can anyone hope for a change 
or a remedy to existent conditions by 
the election of the "democracy". 

A sop is thrown to the unemployed. 
Federal relief to the states is a plank, 
provided ''the diminishing resources of 
the states make it impossible for them 
to provide for the needy." JuSt how 
much money for relief is not stated. And 
just when the resources of the states are 
"diminishing", makes the whole business 
smell like another campaign promise 
that will be violated as soon as the 
Democrats assume office. 

The Republicans have completely ig- 
nored unemployment insurance. There- 
fore, the Democrats, seeing a good vote- 
catching Issue, declare for "unemploy- 
ment and old-age insurance under state- 
laws." But the very wording of this 
plank gives the lie to their "solemn, 
promises". There are Democratic gov- 
ernors in several states, some of whom 
are now aspirants for the nomination 
Has unemployment insurance been in- 
troduced in those states? No! Will 
there be such laws (unless it is given 
to mean, insurance at the expense of the 
workers themselves), in the future? Most 
decidedly, no ! Unless, again mass press- 
nre is brought to bear by the working 



But Franklin D. Roosevelt, while he class, 
has a majority of delegates behind him,j As was t0 , je cxpccte(li the main issue 
has no path of roses to trod on to reach 1 fj)r , h( , deluo) , r!tts ix the repeal of the 
the nomination. The biggest obstacle ( Wth Ampllilment Kaskob says that It 
that stands in his way is the displeasure ( , 3 the « otlIy e( . onom r c issue of any ini- 
tial t the Wall Kree bankers have shown- port;( , iep in this election campaign". 
Over his liberal (demagogy. The Mor r ■ Tf> & atar ving populace crying for bread 
gans, Fords and Rockefellers are weil- t ,, ese -representatives of the people" of- 
satlsfied with the service rendered by fer beer aild a]P0 i, o i. Where the money 



Defense (Red Aid). 



rested with him on May 30. The last 



aim the S. L. I. sets itself in this crisis 
which shakes the foundations of the 
bourgeois order. And at that defense — 



It appears that it is the aim of the. two issues of EI Soviet, of which Nin 
police to systematically jail all the mem-j is the editor and in the publication of 
ebrs of the Left Opposition in Spain. I which many of the arrested comrades 

At Perales de Tajuna, on May 30, com-| had been engaged, were practically edlt- 
rade Henri Lacroix was arrested while; ed from the prison cells. Most of the 



known labor car- against all ite enemies, undoubtedly with- engaged in a conversation with friends, articles bear the address of he Carcel 
time ago in Mos. ouT omitting the revolutionary proletar-. on a street corner. The Civil Guards Ceiular the ■ P™on « whiel i ***>«*- 
l ; „. r,,.. ,„«,,„ . „,*„„ ^.H.ui. who neriietrated the arrest threatened ial board of EI Soviet was detained. 



Ryan Walker, well 
toonist. died a short t 

cow. His cartoons appeared" in many'iat.. But in" this moment when bourgeois who perpetrated the arrest ,,-„*„ r, «™ 

paper*. lie first became- known thru the democracy retreats before Hitler, in the our comrade at the point of a gun. They Comrade Luis Ra 3 trollo after five 
N. Y. OtlL and since that time his draw- j country where the S. L. I. Is strongest, marched him through the streets witli! months of prison in Badajoz, has also 
ings have appeared in the Illinois Miner the 8. I, I. remains silent, does not mj , his hands up and warned that the, had been rc ease d. He is a member of the 
{Ameringer's paper), the N. Y. Graph*, ' a single word on the paths for the con-' orders tp act drastically upon any move National Committee of the Spanish Op- 
and the I>ajly Worker. No one can sav \ stant, unrelenting, merciless struggle for' on his part. Since there is no jail In: position and had been arrested for lead- 
that he did not have a colorful career the defense of German democracy. that town they took him to a small rest-! »>« the peasant revolts in Llerena. 



Heriert Hoover. But if it is necessary 
to have another candidate in the field, 
for the purpose of deception, they want 
the most harmless one they can lay hands 
on. This is not. the time to play around 
Roosevelt pretends to be the repre- 
sentative of the petty bourgeoisie. Be- 
hind him stands the powerful chain of 
the Hearst papers, that make it a policy 
to play on the heart strings of the small 
business man and the small manufactur- 
er. |I!ut Tammany Hall stands in his 



will come from to purchase these bever- 
ages, with industry prostrate, seems to 
be a grand mystery. Prohibition is, in 
reality, nothing more than a soap bub- 
ble Issue. It will be exploded just as 
soon as the- workers get wise to this 
smokescreen used, to cover up the burn- 
ing problems. 

This noisy, rambunctious convention 
can teach the American worker only one 
thing and one line of action. The 



wav, because as presidential nominee he capitalist system and ail itfi represen- 
will of necessity, have to take drastic! tatives are rotten and abrupt. The ab- 
measures in his post of Governor of N. Y. j " mit > n alld destruction of capitalism is 
against the Tammany crooks, to keep the' their °" lv h °P e * Tne P ilin 8 "P of a hu 8» 
South and West in line. 1 vote for tne Communist candidates Is 

The Democratic party in its platform their onI y course ln thls Action, 
blames the unprecedented economic and- — CLARKE- 
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The Pocketbook Makers 
Fight the Racketeers 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

One year ago, the S. P. Fakers and the 
Mu'steltes forced an agreement upon the 
Pocket Book Workers In N. Y. and con- 
ceded All the gtjndlijons 0* the em- 
ployers without a fight. The employers 
did not live up to this rotten agreement, 
which they signed. They reduced wages 
constantly, sped up the workers, and 
violated the agreement every day during 
the year. 

How Is it possible that the employers 
could get away with not living up to 
the agreement when there is an impart- 
ial arbitration board. First the reor- 
ganization clause we've had since the last 
agreement was forced upon the workers 
by the betrayers. Under this reorgani- 
zation clause, the employers have the 
right to discharge ten percent of the 
workers during the year, meaning five 
percent every sis months. The bosses 
used this clause as a blackjack over the 
heads of the workers It was possible 
for the manufacturers to speed up the 
workers, because each worker, feared 
that he would be the one to be discharged 
when the reorganization came around at 
the end of the season. ! 

Second, the present "Fraternal Club" 
administration gang gave the employers 
a free hand, collaborated with them to 
bring down wages and undermine the al- 
ready poor conditions of the workers. 
Otherwise they would never permit the 
employers to violate the agreement ■ 

Furthermore the officials not only help- 
ed to reduce wages hut with the aid of 
the employers and solne of their hench- 
men (the so-called shop chairman), they, 
instituted a reign of terror in the union.' 
At meetings workers were forced to 
vote according to the wishes of the ad-' 
ministration If a worker voted against ; 
the administration he had to face the 
threat of losing his Job, This is called 
S. P. democracy in the union. I 

Why did the administration resort toj 
such methods? The writer pointed out 
in The Militant of March 26 and May 28 
that the "Fraternal Club" administration' 
will force a new agreement on the Poc- 
ket Book Workers by hook or crook, with 
more wage cuts, reorganizations, read- 
justments, etc. 

About two weeks ago, our manager, 
Lubllner, announced in the press that 
he had reached an agreement with the 
bosses' industrial council. The manager 
did not state the terms of the agreement. 
Let me enumerate the concessions the 
employers gained this time from our 
••practical" officials. (1) A twenty per 
cent reduction in wages for week work- 
ers. (2) Ten per cent for all piece work- 
ers. What have the workers won by the 
new agreement? The administration 
claims that the reorganization clause woa 
modified from ten per cent twice a year 
to five per cent once a year. Unofficially, 
the emuloyers will have the chance to 
readjust their business— which is just as 
rotten as reorganization, it not worse. 

The "Fraternal Club"~" administration 
did not reckon with the wishes of the 
members and especially with those who 
are unemployed. They did not make 
any attempt to gain fhe forty hour week 
to relieve the unemployment situation. 
How they will be able to maintain con- 
ditions at a time when there are over 
two thousand workers unemployed, in an 
industry which employs only tour thou- 
sand is a mystery to me. There are 175 
non-union shops in New York. Nothing 
was done to organize these shops where 
some of the unemployed workers could be 
placed. The adm i 11 1st ra lion claims there 
is no money to do organisation work. But 
what about the money for strong arm 
gangs? 

Now let vis analyze ami see how the 
betrayers put over the agreement. When 
the manager reported the settlement to 
the joint council, the 14 -Rank and 
Pile" delegates voted against it. The 
18 memhers of the "Fraternal Club" 
voted for it. 

On June 20, a membership meeting was 
called at Stuyvesant High School to 
ratify the agreement. On the same day, 
the Hank and File Committee distributed 
leaflets in the union office, in which they 
■urged the workers to come to the meet- 
ing and vote down the treacherous agree- 
ment. When one of the organizers. Wise, 
who has been charged with graft and 
corruption more than a donen times, saw 
the girls bunding out the leaflets, he be- 
came as wild as a bull. He ordered his 
gang to start a light in the union office. 
This fight was not enough for the "Frat- 
ernal Club". So they sent their sluggers 
out to start a fight on the street. Of 
course, the workers paid them in their 
own coin and they are hardly likely to 
forget it. As a result of the fight on 
21st Street and Fifth Avenue, five Left 
wingers were held in jail for a few days. 
The gang was released immediately. 

When the meeting took place at night, 
the "Fraternal" gang prepared them- 
selves Cor it with the aid of the Gara 
or Curly gangs, numbering over fifty. Is 
it any wonder that, the "Fraternal Club" 
administration put over the agreement? 
I would like to ask our misleaders how 
much they paid their gang? Is the gang 
working for "socialist" principles too? 
Who pays the gang that comes to our 
office to terrorize workers — your money 
or that of the workers? 

In conclusion, I want to say that the 
"Rank and File" must close their ranks 
more firmly and rout the gangsters and 
sluggers from our union. One corrupt 
administration was forced out of office 
a few years ago due to the fact that they 
could not give an accounting of more 
than $250,000. We must make them un- 
derstand that the time of dynasties is 
over. We will not pay bills for gunmen. 



For every member that is beaten up, we 
will repay them eye for eye and tooth 
for tooth. This must be the answer to 
our "Fraternal Club" administration. 

Let our slogan be: a union for the 
worker*, not for grafters and gangsters, 
t * * * 

Abe Fine, one of, the leading "Fraternal 
Club" sluggers, who participated in the 
beating up of the Left wingers and 
who made the motion to accept the agree- 
ment, is scabbing in the' Bieiien shop, 
which has been on strike for the last 
few weeks i 

— N. DAVIS. 

The « Labor » Governor 
of Minnesota 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.— 

June 25, l'J32 

True to the role of capitalist and re- 
formist politicians, Floyd B. Olson, the 
Minnesota "Farmer- Labor" Governor is 
very busy nowadays in the usual cam- 
paign before election time to make him- 
self popular, especially wiln the ruling 
class. His time is mostly taken up now 
In filling speaking engagements with 
various organizations and fraternal soc- 
ieties and in each ease he naturally, from 
a politician's standpoint, wants to say 
something which is in harmony with the 
ideas of his listeners. 

Speaking at a banquet of the Northern 
Pacific Ity. veterans at the Nicollet 
Hotel on J<une 23rd, Olson joined in with 
the railroad officials and such notorious 
open shoppers as A. A. D. Rahn, plead- 
ing for a square deal for the railroads. 

Quoting from the Minneapolis Journal 
of June 24th Charles Donnelly, president 
of the N. P., told those assembled at 
the banquet that, "The railroads of 
the United States ask only for equality 
of treatment from the taxing and regu- 
lating authorities in the transportation 
field". 

Our "Farmer-Labor" Governor, In- 
stead of telling Donnelly and the rest 
of the outfit present, that the railroads 
together with all the other industries 
should be taken from the parasite own- 
ers without pay and be made public pro- 
perty and operated for use Instead of 
for private profit, according to the same 
Journal stated as follows: 

"We must have railroad transporta- 
tion, especially for long haul and car- 
load business. Much of the competition 
now forced upon the railways is unfair 
competition. It is necessary for the 
government to so regulate the transport- 
ation business as to provide fair and 
equitable business for all forms." 

Neither Donnelly the Railroad Presi- 
dent nor Andy Kahn. who spoke for the 
Minonpoiis Civic and Commerce Asso- 
ciation, could plead more eloquently for 
the cause of big business than did our 
"labor" Governor. The half million rail- 
road "veterans" who have been robbed 
of their right to make a living by los- 
ing their jobs as victims of private own- 
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ORGANIZATION NOTES 

During the days of June 10-13, both in- 
clusive, our National Committee held a 
plenary meeting at the New York head- 
quarters.] Members and alternates were 
in attendance, coming from Chicago, 
Minneapolis,- Philadelphia and Canada.- their vote. 



iiig to its members, and, with that, the 
:,L lengthening of the center and of its 
1 unci ioning .stall'. Tills action together 
with the- general conclusions of the com. 
miltce meeting is being submitted to the 
membership for then* discussion and 



ership of Industry, were entirely forgot- 
ten by the "labor" Governor and the cap- 
italist agents alike. 

I'.y the purely fictitious role which 
Filmier- Labor and all reformist politic- 
ians are playing, not only in Minnesota 
but everywhere else, it will be easier 
for the Communists to gain members and 
supporters for our party and program. 

— O. M. 



The meeting became a fruitful one in 
many respects. The main issues dis- 
cussed and acted upon were concerning 
differences of views in regard to develop- 
ments within the sections of the Inter- 
national Left Opposition and our own 
internal developments. It is but natural 
that such issues should assume the im 
portance of serious discussion particu- 
larly when we bear in mind that, our 
main problem is still the one of selection 
and of consolidation of a nucleus of the 
future Communist movement. 

These yutistions did not involve our 
principle position in the class struggle 
nor our attitude toward the Communist 
party as those are settled questions with 
us: nevertheless they did involve the 
problems of organizational growth here 
and abroad. The plenum ironed out in 
the main the differences of views that 
existed and arrived at unanimous con- 
clusions in regard to the problems of 
our own development and in regard to 
our views of the European sections. 
These conclusions were embodied in re- 
solutions which are now being submitted 
to our blanches. This fact alone showed 
that the sessions were fruitful. It means 
that the decks are cleared for action, 
that a step has been taken forward to 
greater consolidation to better face the 
tasks of the future. Indications every- 
where of developments in the revolution- 
ary movement point to these tasks of 
the Left Opposition! assuming greater 
proportion and particularly making pos- 
sible that our organization will count 
more us a factor in direct intervention 
in the class Struggle. One of the prac- 
tical steps issuing out of the conclusions 
arrived at is the proposal to , further 
broaden the National Committee, by add- 



Among the Greek Workers in N. Y. 



In the Militant of June 4th and in the 
Coromunistis No. 5 we demanded from 
the Greek Stalinist bureaucrats to an- 
nounce In heavy type the victory of the 
Empros over the Athens Trust Co., of 
New York City. The Empros kept an 
icy silence, concerning this question, for 
obvious reasons. Both parties agreed to 
reject the trial at the Special Sessions 
Court and accepted the motion of the| 
District Attorney. What we are Inter- 
ested to know is what the terms wore 
under which this mutual agreement took 
place. 

The bureaucrats up to this day refused 
to print this agreement becase It is oar- 
tain that it contains terms that are very 
favorable for the bank and very com- 
promising for the Empros. By shouting 
and boasting of exposures against banks 
and newspapers and then compromising 
behind the backs of the workers we 
achieve nothing more than a tremendous 
loss of prestige. 

Three whole weeks before the motion 
of withdrawal took place, the Empros 
carried a two column campaign against 
the rival of the Athens Bank, the Na- 
tional Bank of'N. Y., and not a word 
about the Athens Trust Co. This speaka 
for itself. 

Trial *f t*K> National Herald 

Taking into consideration- the dealings 
of tiie Greek Stalinists with the Athens 
Trust Company we venture to state that 
the sunie kind of dealings will take place 
with the National Herald next November 
when the workers will have forgotten 
ail their fuss and unsincere eagerness to 
present themselves before the capitalist 
courts. Our prediction is substantiated 
by the fact that a certain member of the 
Board of Directors of the Athens Trust 
Co. happens to be also a member of the 
School Collection Fund that the National 
Herald carries. 

Our Healthy Criticism 

That our criticism of the Empros is 
healthy and constructive Is proven by 
the quick response it received among the 
honest elements in the. ranks of Stalin- 
ism. The workers' imignation at the 
criminal attitude of their bureaucrats 
brought about a considerable pressure 
and it resulted In a certain change — at 
least temporarily. Comrade Tslronis, a 
party member serving a long term in 
the capitalist dungeons, protested from 
within the prison . walis and demanded 
j that the Empros occupy itself with the 
. vital questions of the class struggle. His 
letters to other party members forced 
I the bureaucrats to print In the Empros 
j of June 4th a fragment of a letter which 
we translate helow : 
Dear Comrades of the Editorial Board: 



Have received the. Empros and with 
great eagerness. I see til at you don't 
write anything on It he march ofl the 
veterans for the bonus. The capitalist 
press does this very thing which at- 
tempts to diminish this question and 
this is to their interest, but the attitude 
of the Empros, I really do not know how 
to explain it. 

With comradely greetings, 
JOH.. TSlItONIS 

Answer of Empros: 

The Editorial Board accepts the abov# 
criticism of J. Tsirones, as proper and 
constructive. The Editorial Board and 
the Bureau take notice of this neglect, 
and also others, and - we are sure that 
with a sincere constructive criticism 
will fill the gaps that the Empros until 
now presents. 

—EDITORIAL BOARD. 
In spite of all the above self criticism 
we notice a continuation of their former 
petty bourgeois attitude and their con- 
tinuous preoccupation mainly with ques- 
tions of such unworthy character for a 
Communist newspaper as for example : 
Attacks against the Greek Consul for 
his favoritism towards certain sharks 
of the Ticket Agencies and neglect for 
others, etc. In the Communistes we 
warned the comrades to be always 
vigilant because we know well that any 
honest individual that will not follow 
the criminal Stalinist line of blunders 
is, if not. expelled immediately, at least 
removed from his post. 

Spartacus Club & Labor Defense 

The Spartacus Club under Stalinist 
control became an organization where 
only those workers that accept before- 
hand the infallibility of Stalin are al- 
lowed to become members, any other Is 
not allowed even to sit in the social hall. 
Comrade Alex and ronakis, a former party 
member and at present a close Commun- 
ist sympathizer, is not allowed even tha 
privilege of the social hall of the club 
because he expressed his Indignation at 
the attitude of the Empros towards the 
imprisoned Oppositionists in Greece. The 
Enipros endorses the criminal and anti- 
Communist attitude of the Stalinists in 
Greece is refusing to render a,ny kind 
of assistance through the Labor Defense 
to the imprisoned Oppositionists. Com- 
rade A lex and ronakis succeeded in organ- 
ing an I. L. D. branch out of a reaction- 
ary fraternal organisation of Cretians 
and very correctly njaintains that every 
imprisoned Comralihist should be sup- 
poted and assisted by the I. L. D., irre- 
spective of his factional affiliations. 

Hundreds of Greek Oppositionists are 
deported and imprisoned in Greece and 
whole branches of the Greek I. L. D. are 
expelled because they demand that the 



Lausanne and Germany 

(Continued from page 1) 
The Communist press is already half 
suppressed. The Nazis are demanding 
the suppresion of the Communist party. 
Hut the onslaught of the black hundreds 
is wedding in on even the more moderate 
opposition. A late dispatch reports that 
flie Federal authorities have demanded 
1 if the Prussian government the proscrip- 
tion of the Berlin Vornaerts, the cen- 
tral organ of the German social dem. 
oerucv and — of. the Ithinehiud organ of 
the Catholic Centre party, the KoeHniseliC 
Volkszeitirng. 

These further indications of the dark 
intentions of the Von Papen regime make 
evident the need of haste in countering 
the action of the Fascists' scouts. Once 
more, it muat be emphasized that a 
successful repulsion of the reaction— 
which is spreading its fangs towards 
the borders of the Russian Workers' State 
— depends only upon correct and timely 
united front action on the part of the 
German Communist. Party and the Com- 
munist International. 

The Communist International is main- 
taining an ominous silence. At a time, 
when black dangers face the European 



The problems of development in Canada 
iieciime a subject for special considera- 
tion. Tilt! Left opposition there has been 
hit Uy tiie genc-al persecution of the 
Communist movement. Its developments 
became iurther hampered by local diffi- 
culties OL the Toronto membership but 
tne basis has been laid to overcome these 
diiiu-ulties. Thy Nubunal Oumnjittee 
could -also lake up the perspective of an 
autonomous section in Cunaca in a more 
practical form than heretofore by agree- 
ing Unit the first concrete steps in this 
direction, tiie establishment of a Canud- 
.ati organ, should be taken as soon as 
1 Lik membership in Toronto has reached 
a point of greater stability. With the 
auneronce of Jack MacDonald to the 
Left Opposition we have a good begin- 
ning toward strengthening the Left Op- 
position in Canada. 

There were other questions before the 
National Committee meeting, tactical 
questions -and organizational problems. 
The time of the meeting allowed only for 
a general basis to be arrived at but 
it was sufficiently concrete to allow 
the siHiciiio resolutions tor guidance of 
our activity to be worked out subsequ- 
ently. Amongst these questions the one 
of the unemployment crisis was, of 
course. Hie one of greatest importance. 

National gatherings usually can be 
turned into account in more ways than 
one. That was the case in this instance, 
in addition to the problems being taken 
up directly confronting the meeting the 
comrades who came from other cities to 
the Center served to strengthen the con- 
tact with the membership. These com- 
rades become more directly familiar with 
the practical problems of the National 
Office, and when coming here they re- 
ported the manner and method of activ- 
ities as well as the difficulties facing the 
branches in their cities. Their return 
has already shown Indications of a 
stimulus to the work of the organisa- 
tion. One of tiie best proofs Is the fol- 
lowing fact : since the National Commit- 
tee meeting we were compelled to send 
a special message to all branches asking 
for their assistance to secure the exist 
i-nce of our press. It brought immediate 
response. Not only were funds sent over 
right away, but with it came reports of 
measures taken to extend and streng- 
then the press. Similarly the responses 
i. bowed some signs that our aim of 
making the Militant reflect much more 
directly tiie work of the organization 
and to become more of a direct partici- 
pant In the class struggle, Is being taken 
much more seriously by the whole or- 
ganization. 



YOUTH ACTIVITIES 



NEW l'ORK 

The activities of the Spartacus Youth 
Club have been picking U P- Successful 
open air meeting were held a week ago 
Saturday at 7th Street and Ave. C. ami 
last Saturday at Second Avenue, and 
4th Street. Young Spartacus, Militants, 
and Germany pamphlets were sold. Sev- 
eral youth contacts were established. 

At its regular Friday meeting, last week 
(June 24th) a good discussion on '.he 
War Danger and its Asjiects. led by J. 
Carter was conducted, in which a number 
of comrades participated. 

The Club has arranged for a picnic 
to be held July loth at. Tibbets Brook 
Park for the benefit of tju- Spanish Op- 
liositioTi Youth. 

Watch the Militant for further an- 
nouncements on the activities of the 
Club. 
YOUNG SPARTACUS 

The July issue of the Young Spartacus 
will he off the press in a few days. It 
will contain article; on tiie current ques- 
tions of the day, on the developments 
in the Chicago Y. <_•. r... the Left Opposi- 
tion youth in the European countries, 
t 'omrade-i should prepare for wide dis- 
tributions of the issue. 
CHICAGO, ILL.— 

The youth of tli" Chi.-as" branch de- 
bated the representatives of the Young 
Peoples Socialist League on June llifli. 
For full reimrt see the coming July Is- 
sue of the Young Spartacus. 

The statement printed below was writ- 
ten by an active young Communist of 
Chicago. A number of other Communis! 
youth in the Y. ('. L, have supported a 
similar view. Six comrades have alroady 
sufTered Ihe consequences: Expulsion or 
exclusion The July issue of the Younur 
Spartaens carries an article by comrade 
N". Gould explaining the latest develop- 
ments hi the Chicago Young t '.,i,imu!ilst 
League. 

Y. C. L.'ERS DECLARES FOR 
LEFT OPPOSITION 
To all members of the Young 

Communist League : 
To the District Buro, District 8: 

In answer to the demand of the dis- 
trict secretariat for a statement of my 
views on the questions of (1) Fraternizu- 
'ion with expelled League members now 
idbering to the Left Opposition, (2) 
Characterization of ■'Trotskyism" I wish 
to submit the following statement. 

The latest resolution of the Young 
Communist International, properly inter- 
preted, agrees with the position held by 
comrades Satir, Gould, Andres. Sold, my- 
self and others, on such Important points 
as: 

(1) Rooting ourselves in the factories. 

(2) On the raising of the Ideological 
level of the League. 

(3) Against bureaucracy. 

<4) Insufficient- work among the chil- 
dren and sports movements, and numer- 
ous other points which are formulated in 
the Y. C. I. resolution and in joint state- 
ments of the expelled comrudes. 

(Continued from page 4) 



The Bonus Marchers and the Press 



The ex -service men's invasion of Wash- 
ington was great news to the bourgeois 
press for the first several days. Tbey 
headlined them 011 their front pages, and 
circulation was increasing. This spon- 



working class and the whole proletarian 1 Mucous m „rch of ex-soldiers aroused the 



revolutionary movement of the world, 
the Communist International, the general 
staff of the revolutionary forces, finds it 
possible to do without a word of advice, 
without a word of direction to the inter- 
national ranks that are behind it. Work- 
era, Communists, demand in your orgnnl- 
nations that the Stalinist leadership 
speak up. Demand that, they tell you 
what they Intend to do in this all too 
fateful situation! 

—SAM GORDON. 



TIIE TURN IN THE C. I. IS OUT 
OF PRINT, BUT IS AVAILABLE IN 
THE BOUND VOLUMES OF COMRADE 
TROTSKY'S PAMPHLETS. 

MANY OF THE PAMPHLETS AD- 
VERTISED ELSEWHERE IN THIS 
ISSUE CAN BE HAD IN JEWISH, 
SPANISH, RUSSIAN AND ITALIAN. 
FOR INFORMATION WRITE TO 
PIONEER PUBLISHERS, 
84 East 10th Street, 
New York City 

mroTroTro'roTffoTroT^^ 

MINNEAPOLIS WORKERS 
ATTENTON! 

A PICNIC 

JOJ PoSubi.ib UVMq suu, 

Sunday, July 10th, 1932 

at tiien wood Park Grounds, l'iot 3 
Speeches—Refreshments — Entertainment 

A Trotsky bust by Claire Sheridan will 

be raffled off for the benefit 

of the Left Opposition Press. 

Come and bring your friends. 

Auspices: Minneapolis Branch, C. L. A. 

(Opposition) 
. oppq g pftpp flBflflPflpppp.flfl.poofl B.o.fl 



intense interest of the whole country. 
In fact, the capitalist editors were just 
a little alarmed at the too great Inter- 
est shown in these men thrown up by 
(he class struggle. The repeated detail- 
ed descriptions of the filthy conditions 
under which the soldiers live, faced with 
.starvation and disease might lead the 
workers of these states to a little thlnk- 
iiij* of their own. They might begin to 
ask questions * that would make these 
editors just a little more uncomfortable 
than they already are. 

The country might learn that this 
imirch of ihe soldiers, like the idleness 
and starvation of the millions of unem- 
ployed, is no accident ; that, in tact 
fliov arc part of the proletariat who in 
addition to being put to the Industrial 
machine and exploited like the rest of 
the workers, were put to the machinery 
of war and after being crippled and 
butchered for the profit of the ruling 
class, were cynically cast aside. 

So the bourgeois editors acted In con- 
cert out of their class instinct and is- 
sued orders to their lackeys, "Retreat 
to the -inside covers!" 



paper, neither better nor worse than any 
of the others, let us examine It a little 
more closely. It is all the more neces- 
sary as the S. P. still camouflages itself 
as the workers' party. 

Mr. Charles W. Erwin, eastern editor, 
has a long article on "The Army of Oc- 
cupation". He describes the horrible 
conditions under which the soldiers live, 
the pest hole of a dump the soldiers oc- 
cupy, the rottenness of the food, the filth, 
ihe stench, (and let us add to spice bis 
description the homo-sexuality rampant 
in the camp). 

We have no quarrel with his descrip- 
tion. It is all damnably true. 

But when we come to his reflections 
and conclusions— listen : 

"Had the workers shown less patience 
they would not. have been compelled to 
come to Washington," he' writes. 

What would they have done if they 
had had less patience? Organise with 
the other workers and proceed by a 
series of demands and actions to the 
overthrow of the power that threw them 
into that last war and Is now throwing 
them into filthy disease-Infested lots- 
No! heaven forbid! 

"They would have used their ballots — " 

Here we have our old ballot salesman 
offering solution for every evil or What 
ails you'. 

"They would have used their ballots 



Oppositionists should be supported. They 
refused to supply our deceased comrade, 
Pabacoupoulos even with the necessary 
medicines 

Our comrade Alexopoulos led the strug- 
gles of the Greek war invalids and suc- 
ceeded in forcing the Government to pay 
a million Drachmas as a bonus. The 
capitalist government, to get rid of his 
militant activities, arrested him and sen- 
tenced hhn to serve a long term in prison. 
The Stalinists hope to exterminate him 
by forming him out or the prison collec. 
live. 

• * * ■ 

Comrade ^.lexand ronakis two weeks ago 
placed his entire savings at the disposal 
of the I. L. D. to ball out a comrade 
detained at Ellis Island. 

—EDITORIAL BOARD OF 
COMMUNISTES 



And they all weilt under cover. The tn throw out of office and therefore |sic) 
Times, the Tribune, the Post gave and out of power, those who have basely 
are still giving miserable half-columns betrayed the interests of the toiling 
tucked away somewhere on the inside of masses of this country." 
the papers; or if it is more than that, 1 B y the way, what happened to the six 
it is about this financiers' scheme for socialist Assemblymen duly elected by 
the soldiers to go gold-digging in the the elti«ens of New York in 191S? The 
Rockies, or something written by the assemblymen were not seated, 
president of a hobo society about the Tlle bourgeoisie put the socialists in 
need of reviving the men's patriotism ; or, tQelr place even when they did happen 
providing a rate of one cent for the men to 6 et elected. Wo need go no further in 
to go home, etc., etc. this place to show the impotence of the 

This was to be expected. Our open balIoti 
enemies are not going to help the ex- 1 But as the soldiers didn't use the ballot 
ploitcd workers, except by their greed,' and consequently were thrown into but- 
their blindness, their stupidity, which cner ? and now Illto filt!l - Mr - Charles 
will lead to the revolutionary awakening Erwfn now turns fo ~ to whom?— no less 
of the masses. I a Personage than that of Herbert Clark 

But. what of the Journals that are not, "u„j' iu „„ ,,, . , , . t 
so open in their opposition to the work- *** 2lZT ™ ? ^ mnn ' a ' 
ers? Take for example the N. Y. Tele- " h „ 1 P il 1 *2 * ^ the , TO " rage 

„r» m „* ™i,i„h ir. ., « ....' tMt one nas a ll S h t to demand of one 

] holding his high office (Slgan— Demand 

have 
come out to the : White House gate and 



(tram of which Haywood Broun, the, „„.„.„_ „,„ „,,,„ „ w ,,„ 
political baboon, is a high light The 1 o™™L or v Tm ^'^f 

paper suddenly closed curtains on the ^"^ ° f 1>1 *™« 1 ™ t >- ne *°uld 



scene of the B. E. F. Several issues 
(June 22 to the 25) hardly had a single 
line about the soldiers Which goes to 
show that when any movement of the 
class struggle actually begins, the lib. 
erals become panicky and flee under 
cover. 

Now the Socialist press. I have be- 
fore me a copy of the June 17 issue of 
the American Guardian of Oklahoma 
City, and as it is a typical socialist party 



pledged the men to see that they were 
decently taken care of while here, and 
that the pittance which they were asking 
for would be given them in the near fu- 
ture." 

What a victory it would have been to 
have had the president come to the White 
House gate! And what a triumph it 
would have been to have had him pledge 
himself 1 

— EX-SOLDIPP 



SATURDAY, JULY 2, 1932 



THE MILITANT 



PAGE 



France Under the Regime of Herriot 



The legislative elections of May 1 and 
8 have resulted in the formation of a 
liew government, composed almost ex- 
clusively of Radicals and secure in its 
overwhelming majority in parliament. 

In the place o£ Tardieu, the open and 
avowed representative of the Conxlte des 
Forges and the Comite des Houllereres 
(the two strongest business combines of 
French imperialism), we now have an 
outfit that represents above all, the ex- 
port industries and several big commer- 
cial banks. The old majority has broken 
up in the face of this situation. On the 
one hand, the Marin group (the extreme 
Republican reactionaries) and part of 
the Tardicu group have declared them- 
selves hostile to the group in power from 
the inception, chiefly because it includes 
within its majority the votes of the so. 
cialist.-i.- On the other hand, the rest of 
the Tartlieuj group, under Flandln — the 
former Minister of Finances expressing 
the interests of certain banking groups, 
are abstaining from independent action 
and leaving the field free for the Her. 
riot government. 

What is the latter going to do? What 
indication has it given in this respect, 
in the course of the first days of its ex- 
istence? And what can it do? 

The Lausanne Conference 

In foreign policy, it is faced with 
great problems. It will have to deal 
with reparations and debts at the 
Lausanne Conference* with armaments 
at Geneva. Behind all sorts of vague 
formulations, it is becoming apparent 
that the orientation of the new govern- 
ment will not be much different, basic- 
ally, from that of the former one. No 
matter which faction of the bourgeoisie 
controls the levers of the government, it 
will have to held on to the maintenance 
of the Versailles Treaty in order to as- 
sure the general interests of the French 
bourgeoisie, and to Its present military 
strength in order to preserve its political 
place in Europe in its struggle for hege- 
mony. 

In this struggle it will clash with the 
United States, whose interests in the 
matter are no secret. Hut what the 
Herriot government is driving at, is a 
modification of the form of the foreign 
policy which will make up for lost time 
and pull France out of her isolation so 
that she wilt be able to present a more 
solid front against American imperial- 
ism. The Lausanne Conference ought to 
l«rmit us to gauge correctly the present 
correlation of forces. In any event, the 
diilicult position of French imperialism 
cannot be concealed. 

Herriot's Internal Policy 

In domestic policy, the declaration of 
the cabinet mentions with sufficient em- 
phasis several measures in favor of the 
workers — amnesty for political prisoners, 
which has not yet been voted on: the 
prolongation of the period of unemply- 
ment aid to 180 days — but it keeps un- 
der the cover of equivocal phrases, its 
well defined intentions of attacking the 
wages of the employees, so as to bring 
about on '-equitable distribution of sacri- 
fices' - , that is t.o say, to give the signal 
for a new, big offensive of the capital- 
ists against wages in general and against 
the standards of living of the workers. 
The employees understand the threat in- 
volved ami their trade union organiza- 
tions — autonomous and reformist, both 

have Immediately reacted and with 
vigor. The government has beaten a re- 
treat, but in such a fashion as makes 
it of an entirely provisional character. 

No one doubts for a moment that it 
will reiterate its proposals at the Ilrst 
favorable opportunity. 

Not even the slightest illusion can ex- 
ist within the ranks of the Communists 
with regard to the Herriot government. 
Nevertheless, it is interesting to note two 



Paris, Herriot or Chau temps will not 
have to fear any more disagreeable de- 
monstrations from the side of the Royal- 
ists and the Patriotic Youth. Secondly, 
there is the intervention of the Garde 
Mobile (militia) in the dockers' strike 
at Port-de-Bouc. The bourgeoisie can 
rest assured that the rebels will not be 
allowed much leeway. And then, Jou- 
ha'Ux still represents France at Geneva. 

We repeat : we must not be deceived 
about the significance of the retreat be- 
fore the employees : it Is and can only 
be — provisional. There has already been 
.some talk of difference on whether or 
not the moment Is Opportune for ail 
attack. The present tendency is not to 
handle ail the difficulties at the same 
time: to attempt, first, to obtain some- 
thing at Geneva and Lausanne and then, 
to have a free hand to go over to the 
offensive against the working class by 
keeping an eye on the developments in 
tht; (ierman situation. 

The Struggle Within the Working Class 

Under tiiese circumstances, the question 
is posed with particular acuteness: Who 
will prevail in the working class — re- 
formism or Communism? rWhich, the 
C. P. or the socialist party, will be able 
to gain its confidence? 

It must be admitted that the activity 



of the C. P., Its influence are at the 
present time altogether insignificant with 
regards to that of the socialist party. 

The socialist party intends to exploit 
thoroughly its electoral successes. It is 
rallying forces about itself from the 
Right as well as from the Left through 
the whole gamut of its tendencies. In 
front of its petty bourgeois, peasant and 
radical voters, it shows itself as a part- 
isan of participation in Che government. 
It has proposed a daring governmental 
program, knowing full well that the 
bourgeo sie (toes not as yet need ts 
participation. It has even given its 
votes to the Herriot government to 
prove its good "republicanism". In front 
of its Communist voters, the Left wing 
is allowed to push forward for workers' 
unity, for the struggle against capital- 
ism. 

In the face of this increased activity 
of the socialist party, the feeble political 
role played by the C. P. In the country 
is really deplorable. The accounts ren- 
dered in l'Humanite cannot conceal the 
insignificance of the Communist speech- 
es in parliament because they are mere- 
ly the expressions of a sick movement 
and not the expression of the desires 
and the actions of the broad working 
masses. The party Is conducting a strug- 



gle against war, the I. L. D. one for 
amnesty; the C. G. T. U. (Red Trade 
Union Center) one against wage cuts. 
But all this is very limited, it touches 
the self-same sections of sympathizers 
and does not unfold any substantial mass 
movement. 

Change In Policy of C. P. is Needed 

A complete and energetic change in 
the policy of the party Is imposed by the 
events. After the democratic illusions, 
a certain repercussion is bound to be 
produced in the masses. To continu'e its 
policy would mean to continue to isolate 
itself, to exhaust itself. It must pene- 
trate into the masses, to develop within 
them a clear program and issue con- 
crete slogans. That is the prerequisite 
for an acquisition of new forces, for 
leading the masses into struggle. In or- 
der to take root in the masses, it is nec- 
essary first of all to abandon the entire 
policy which flows from the theory of 
"social Fascism". 

In view of the threat that is hang- 
ing over the head of the employees and 
of the exploited, the party ought to pro- 



Growth of Spanish Left 



In a recent issue of the Worfeers Age, 
Lovestone prints a correspondence from 
Spain, hailing most probably from his 
National-Communist friends in the Maurin 
group (Workers and Peasants' Bloc). 
Among other things, the Spanish Lett 
Opposition comes in for a share of sland- 
er and lies on the part of the correspon- 
dent. For one thing, he credits our 
Spanish section with 300 members, when 
its actual membership is much closer 
to loOO and where its connections and 
influence stretch over a national scope 
that neither the official party nor the 
Bloquistas can hope to reach. To call 
the bluff of the Lovestone sheet and 
ifs Spanish petty bourgeois allies, we 
reprint the following account of the 
growth of the S. L. O from its central 
organ, El Soviet: 

Bullejos— tiie leader of the Stalinist; 
—and his camp followers, the "Bloqu- 
istas" and their clique are attempting 

to prove that we are a small sect. The 
pose to the reformist organizations the stahni9ts , dVf , cmi)loj . ille thi; egression, 
united front against the offensive of the 1 wW( . h tb collHiQ01 , ^ !Jt . dil i lv d n,U: the 
government and the bosses. It must 



prove itself the most zealous champion 
of trade union unity. Only on this con- 
dition can we overcome the election de- 
feat, a sacrifice made for an entirely 
false political couVse. 

—LA VERITE. 



Trotskyites can all be taken care of by 
one taxi. But realities show the con- 
trary and the most eloquent proof for 
this is the fact that the ,: Bloquistas" as 
well as the Stalinists do not let a mo- 
ment pass without preoccupying them- 
selves with this fantastic taxi. 



Mine Years of the Stroggle of the ■ «-f t Opposition 

The Break in the Right-Center Bloc and the Left Zig-zag of Stalinism 



The events which followed the Fif- 
teenth Congress of the Russian party in 
December 1927, at which the whole Op- 
position was finally expelled, marked a 
decided turning point In the historical 
struggle we are reviewing. Up to that 
time, the Opposition had been assailed 
under the banner of Stalin's classic 
slogan: "Fire against the Left!" ap- 
plauded by the international bourgeoisie 
and social democracy. Arrayed against 
the Left wing of the party was a solid 
bloc embracing not merely the present 
Stalin faction but also the group of 
Bucharin -Toms ky-<ltykov who took dis- 
tinct shape as a faction at its Right 
flank. 

On all questions of international and 
domestic policy, on all question of prin- 
ciple and tactics, these two sections of 
the ruling bloc had presented a common 
front for five years. They went hand in 
hand against "Trotskyism". Together 
they decapitated the Chinese revolution 
and ruined the immediate prospects of 
the British revolutionary movement. 
The theory of "socialism in one country", 



the "two-class party" revision of Marx- greater persistance and candor, to press 



Zurich Conference 

(Continued from page 1) 
millions of workers that It will strain 
every nerve, in the development of 
events, to keep them prisoners of bour- 
geois rule. But what does the C. I., tne 
vanguard of the proletariat, say? What 
is it doing? The contradictory needs of 
bourgeois society and the needs of tna 
proletariat force the S. L. I. to speak. 
It remains for the C. I. to utilize this 
deceptive maneuver, made by the S. L, I, 
in the service of the bourgeoisie, for tha 
Interests of the proletariat. The merci- 
less struggle against the Hitlerite ad- 
vance, the struggle against the Japanese 
imperialist war, the struggle for the re- 
solute defense of the conditions of the 
workers and the unemployed constitute 
three planks of a bold policy and a. fer- 
tile field for a united front in action. 



ism and the deification of the middle, 
peasant were born of their political coh-: 
abltation. Their unity was symbolized 
when the fundamental program of the 
Comintern was presented to the Sixth 
Congress in the name of Stalin and 
Bu charm. 

But the unity of this granite "mono- 
lith" embracing the "incorruptible old 
Leninist guard" was less real than ap- 
parent. Those- molecular processes of 
the class struggle which had fused it to- 
gether and put It in the seats of power 
did not take long to create a crisis and 
disrupt the Right-Center bloc. 

The End of tfw Ebb-Tide 

At the end of 19QT the protracted 
ebb of the revolutionary wave was draw, 
ing to a close. The horizon was dotted 
with the first signs of a turn to the 
Left in the International working class, 
still vague- but unmistakable. In the So- 
viet Union itself, the proletariat lulled 
by the long "reconstruction period" was 
beginning to arise and perceive the 
growing menace of the da pita list ele- 
ments in the country. The expulsion of 
the Left wing from the party could have 
only one result : the reactionary forces 
in the country felt emboldened. When 
Chamberlain in England advocated that 
Trotsky and Zinovlev be shot and Mac- 
Donald insisted upon stronger measures 
against the "apostles of world revolu- 
tion", they were merely saying bluntly 
what the Russian Kulak, Nepman and 
hard-shell bureaucrat were thinking and 
feeling. These elements tiie vanguard 
of the capitalist restoration in Russia, 
looked upon the decapitation of. the Left 
wing only as the ilrst step in their pro- 
gram. The success they attained with 
their first demand encouraged them to 
an unprecedented audacity. 

As against Trotsky, these counter.rev- 
olutionists were ardent adherents of 
Stalin and Co. With Trotsky out of the 
way. they shifted towards the party 
faction which championed their cause 
with greater ardor than was manfested 
by the blind, empirical, oscillating group 



Neither the "red days" of yesterday, nor 

the Romain Holland— Henri Barbusse" | oi Stalin. They found these champions 

congress of tomorrow can substitute for ' where the Oppo'stlon, in its Platform, 

facts which from the olyl flit's "'forma"- »«*"««« P°"W which will fortify the had said they ' were to bo found: at 

... .- ' cTnss Tinoit-i«no n-r ik» m -^i«. n _i„. — > staling Right, at the posts occupied by 

Rykov, Tomsky and Buenarin. 
of the crisis. The latter in turn, now that inner- 

party resistance to their program was 
diminished by the Opposition's expul- 
sion, began to unfold their standpoint 



tion, show (hat it remains within the!* lasa Positions of the proletariat and 
tradition of the Radical governments, P re P art ' «a victory In the development 
cowards in the face of the police, vio- 
lent when it is a matter of fighting the 
workers. First, there is the retention 



* An article on the Rolland-Barbu'sse 
iai)ti-war congress will appear in the 
of Chiappe in the prefecture of police at | next Issue. 



upon Stalin to carry it out. But in their 
zealous optimism they overlooked a 
point of prime import : 

The strength of. the Right wing lay 
In the classes outside the party, whose 
influence on the inside was not at all 
commensurate with what they enjoyed 
in the country as a whole ; whereas the 
strength of the Stalin faction lay in the 
tremendous party apparatus and In the 
fact that, with the outlawry of the Lenin- 
ist Opposition, the proletraian mass would 
support even the unsatisfactory Stalin 
group as against the Thermldorian plat- 
form of the Right wing. This alone can 
explain the easy victory attained over the 
Bucharln faction by Stalin, in spite of 
the cowardice, half-heartedness, incom- 
petence and bureaucratic intrigue which, 
as usual, distinguished the campaign 
conducted by the latter. 

The Campaign against the Bight 

The famous Stalinist campaign against 
the Right began formally towards the 
end of 1928 and beginning of 1929. Ac- 
tually it dates farther back. In sketch- 
ing it briefly, let it always be borne in 
mind that both sides of this battle had 
for years past protested to all who would 
listen that there was no rift in the lute. 
No conference went by without Stalin 
and Bucharin engaging in mutual eulo- 
gies (and in view of their fundament- 
al accord on principle, that was as It 
should be). But behind this melodious 
harmony could already be detected the 
dlscordunt creaking of the Stalinist ma- 
chine, griming away at the foundaton on 
which the Right wing stood. While their 
agreement on every point was being 
loudly protested, Stalin was engaged in 
completing the process, begun against 
the Left wing, of cutting down the party 
leadership until it embraced but one in- 
dividual: Stalin himself. 

At the very congress (December 1927) 
where the Left Opposition was so brut- 
ally and disloyally driven from the party 
by both Stalin and Bucharin, could al- 
ready be seen the first signs of Stalin's 
onslaught upon the coming spokesman of 
the Right faction. Not by Stalin him- 
self ; no, he preferred to send out his 
scouts, Lominadze and Schatzkin, who 
launched a furious polemic against Buch- 
arin. And while the congress {Stalin 
included) formally endorsed Bucharin, 
the former was whetting the axe for the 
day when it could be swung openly. Even 
at the Sixth Congress, both Stalin and 



Rykov solemnly reported to the foreign 
delegates, without, mind you, blinking 
an eye-lash, that the reports concerning 
differences within the Russian Political 
Bureau were sheer nonsense and simply 
Trotskyist, counter-revolutionary cal- 
umny. This was just as solemnly and 
unsmilingly repeated throughout the 
Comintern, at the very moment when the 
most furious battles were taking place 
within the monolithic leadership! Final- 
ly, as late as October 11)25), when Stalin 
made his sensational Moscow speech 
against the "Might danger in the party", 
whicli he described us nothing short of 
the tendency towards a capitalist re- 
storation in Russia, I. e., a counter-rev- 
olution, he took care to insist that there 
was no '"Right danger" in the leader, 
ship, that it. was not embodied in Buch- 
arin or Rykov — but fn the somewhat ob- 
scure official, Frumkin! And Bucharin? 
He was the man who wrote the official 
resolution of the Political Bureau against 
the Right danger ! 

However that may be, it was never- 
theless by thfs eontempeihle game of 
hide-and-seek that Stalin succeeded in 
snatching away all the foreign parties 
from under Hticharin'K nose in the "cor- 
ridor congress" of the Sixth Congress 
in 1928, and all the organizational posts 
in th,e Russian party in 1920. Tomsky 
lamented bewilderedly to his friends: 
"We thought that after finishing with 
Trotsky we would be able to work in 
peace; now it turns out that they want 
to apply the same methods of struggle 
to us." Bucharin cried impotently (but 
In private!) about Stalin: "Who is he? 
An intrigant absolutely devoid of prin- 
ciples. He is concerned only with main- 
taining power and he subordinates every- 
thing to it. He changes his theory ab- 
ruptly, according to who it is that he 
has to choke off at a given moment." 

But while the heroes of the Right wing 
wept and wrung their hands, Stalin cut 
■ down, first, Frumkin, then the Right wing 
head of the Moscow organization, Ug- 
lanov, then every other second rank lead- 
er of the Right wing until he had torn 
the footing from iitider Bucharin and Co. 
Only when these typically Stalinist pre- 
liminaries had been accomplished did 
Stalin ojten up publicly against the "trio" 
who were by that time defeated in ad- 
vance; only their signature to the pre- 
pared statement of capitulation was miss- 
ing, and that was not long in coming. 
—MAX SHACHTMAN. 
(To lie continued) 



Therefore we will deal from time to 
time with our advances. We will only 
bring a few cases for the present. They 
are good examples. 

In Badajoz— Our group in Maguilla— 
In .Maguilla, neither the party nor the 
Bloc have suiticicnt members to fill a 
taxi— they haven't even a single mem- 
ber. In the month of April, our group 
had twenty comrades. Progress achieved 
in one month is very satisfactory. Our 
group has now more than fifty members 
with a big influence in the trade unions. 

In Ccrunia— The organization of a 
group in Mauinios— In Maninios the taxi 
•if the official party and that of Maurin 
are positively vacant. Outs is almost 
bursting. A group of twelve comrades 
lias been established, very enthusiastic, 
very active, with a big following and 
considerable inlluence In the trade un- 
ions. 

Another group organized in Hombres — 
The official party and the Maurinists do 
not even know that there is a town by 
(lie name of Hombre* in Spain. There- 
fore they haven't a single member 
there. The Communist Left Opposition, 
on the other hand, has recently organ- 
ized a group of comrades who are carry- 
ing on an excellent struggle In defense 
of our viewpoint. This group already 
enjoys a considerable influence among the 
trade union organizations in the locality. 

In Puenteduema — A month ago we had 
in this town only two comrades. The 
work which they have carried on since, 
has netted the fruitful results of a dozen 
comrades at this writing. The party 
and the Maurinisis are conspicuous by 
their complete absence here. 

In Tejares (Salamanca)— In Salam- 
anca, the official party has tried its ut- 
most to divide our comrades. But since 
they could not alienate oar class con- 
scious comrades they aligned themselves 
with really corrupt elements. In their 
ranks Is one who during the dictatorship 
of Prlmo de Rivera was regally appoint- 
ed to act for the dictatorship in an ad- 
visory capacity, and who was a member 
of the reactionary 'Union Patriotica'. 
It is no surprise for us when we know 
that the party has admitted into Its 
ranks the traitor and renegade, Pumer- 
ega (Editor of the Central party organ 
—a sort of Spanish II. M. Wicks— Ed.). 
It is well fo us to notice with which 
elements the Stalinists are aligning 
themselves in their fight against the 
Opposition. It is natural that with these 
people the party cannot make any pro- 
gress, since the workers do not care to 
have anything to do with such elements. 
Not only have they not won over any of 
our comrades: but when in Tejares (Sal- 
amanca) the party organized a group of 
forty workers, these same workers a 
short time later declared Qieir unanim- 
ous adherence to the Left Opposition. 



Prize Contest 

We are sorry to say that not a single 
party member was able to win the prize. 
We are therefore forced to disclose the 
full truth about the quotation we brought 
last week. The author was none other 
than the Best Disciple himself, Joseph 
(Sosso) Stalin. It will be found in his 
monumental work, The Theory and 
Practice of Leninism (Published in 1924 
by the Ttaily Worker Publishing Com- 
pany, Chicago, 111.), page 25. 

Of course since then much water has 
ilowed -under the bridge and Stalin has 
after that — in 1926— din leeticlzed this 
correct revolutionary position on "social- 
ism in one country" in the well known 
Ojugashvili manner. 

Nevertheless, the fact that none of the 
party comrades responded in the con- 
test is very alarming. The ideological 
level is being threatened. The com- 
rades must fight for a course in the 
complete works of Stalin at the Work- 
ers School to meet this grave situation. 

We, for our part, are still ready to do 
our bit in support of the projeet of the 
vest pocket edition. 



Organizational Progress or the German Left Opposition 



GELSENKIRCHEN (Ruhr): We can 

say that in Gelsenkirchen the Left Op- 
position has the sympathy of GO percent 
of the best elements in the Party, and 
besides that, it is attracting many com- 
rades who up till now were indifferent, 
in the course of the last election strug- 
gle, we issued Left Opposition placards, 
with the inscription "Trotsky says : 
Strengthen the Party". However, even 
the comrades who agree with our view- 
point still fear the enormous power of 
the apparatus, its threats, slanders, 
isolation, etc. 

After having carefully isolated the 
Oppositionists, and following all kinds 
of tricks and strategems, the bureaucracy 
succeeded in expelling them "on the q. 
t.". Thereupon; the expelled members 
sent a letter of protest to the District 
Leadership which they remitted at the 
same time to the party members in the 
form of an open letter. Several com- 
rades declared themselves ready to sign 
this letter and to support our demands, 
especially to open the discussion. It is 
precisely this fact the sub-district lead- 
ership fears most. Before its intimid- 
ating, its threats to immediately expel 
all those suspected of "Trotskyism", the 
comrades in the ranks withdrew, incap- 
able of offering any effective resistance. 

All this is, of course, temporary. The 
Left Opposition does not consider Itself 
hea fen. On the contrary the work of 
the Left Opiwsltion is being organized 



and is taking very deep roots among the 
numerous sympathetic comrades. 

BERLIN: Excerpts from a letter by 
a young Communist of Berlin — "The 
various sub-sections called upon the 
Youth to form open air camps, during 
the Pentecost, to hold _ educational class- 
es. The subject was the "united front" 
and "Fascism, social democracy, Com- 
munism". In my group we discussed 
the difference between Fascism and the 
social democracy, but due to fhe false 
and well known point of view that the 
party develops In this question, the ans- 
wers to our questions were always em- 
barrassed and pitiful. We posed the 
following questions concretely : How do 
you describe the united front of the work- 
ing class? (1) Do you consider the so- 
cialist party a prop of Fascism and is 
it because of that, you split the trade 
unions (R. T. II. O.)? (2| Do you consi- 
der the leaders of the socialist party as 
well as the rank and file, social fascists? 

'In reply to the first question they said 
that it was first necessary to destroy tee 
influence of the social democracy among 
the workers, and then to establish the 
real united front from below. There can 
be no question of splitting the trade 
■unions, they told us. They declared for 
work in the Free Trade Unions, disavow- 
ing the R. T. TJ. O. (Red Trade Union 
Opposition) 

"In reply to the second question they 
said that it was necessary to retain the 



theory of social Fascism, but that it 
was useless to employ the word "social 
Fascism" in discussions with the work- 
ers! In the course of the discussion with 
the political leaders of the sub-section 
on the subject of the so-called turn in 
the party, the former came to us and 
said, If we thought that the party was 
making a turn we were correct, but we 
would have to keep our silence and 
not argue these questions with. them. 

"It is interesting to note that an old 
unit organization with whom we had 
frequent discussions, participated in the 
discussion of another sub-section and 
defended the position of the Lett Opposi- 
tion." 

BBANDLER AND STALINISM 
SPANDAU.— 

At the meeting called by the C. P. G. 
O. ( Brandler Opposition ) our comrade 
Bauer took the floor Brandler replied 
with some nonsense about Trotsky, made 
uneasy by his latest pamphlet (What 
Next?) in which the Brandlerites are 
shown to be enriching the arsenal of 
Stalinist falsification. 

For Brandler, the German party, by 
the elimination of its old cadres, is de- 
stroyed. But if Trotsky and the Left 
Opposition make the same statement 
about Russia they are counter revolu- 
tionists and Trotsky is to the "right of 
Otto Bauer". Brandler approved not 
only of the deportation of thousands of 
Oppositionists, but also of the assassina- 
tion of Blumkin. In 1928 the Brand- 



lerites protested against the deportations, 
and at the time of the assassination of 
Blumkin, their daily paper condemned 
this act. One could ascertain even then j 
the development of the Brandlerites to- 1 
wards Stalinism. Here is Brandler's 
position towards "socialism in one coun-' 
try" : Textually he says that this theory j 
is "evidently a stupidity as is usual ; 
when Stalin concerns himself with theor- 
etical questions". But for Russia this 
"stupidity" Is correct, because of the in- 
contestable successes of socialist con- 
struction." But Brandler is always 
speaking of possibilities of beginning 
construction, possibilities that no one 
even thinks of denying. But what we 
demand to know is this : if this construc- 
tion can be victoriously achieved com- 
pletely and without the aid of the Eur- 
opean revolution. 

On the question of fhe appropriation 
of the ideas of the Russian Opposition 
by Stalin, Brandler cynically replied that 
to "gyp" ("Klauen") was not a sin in 
politics. Now it is true that revolution- 
aries should not be moralistic pedants, 
but still iess — 'bureaucratic cynics. 'Gyp- 
ping" certainly does no harm to those 
from whom one "gyps", for it is only 
the involuntary admission of the correct- 
ness of their policy. But it does harm 
the revolutionary party which exists by 
"gypping". 

True to his lack of principle, erected 
into a theory, Brandler adopts the slogan 
issued by comrade Trotsky in the begin- 
ning of 1930, which consists of the strug- 
gle against unemployment by systematic 
collaboration with the TJ. S. S. R. in 
connection with the control of produc- 
tion. But we fear that this slogan can 



only be an alien subsfance in the system 
of his naturally limited ideas. Besides 
. . . so much an ti- Bolshevist Trotskyism 
could spoil things for them with Stalin. 
UNITED FRONT ACHIIEVED 
IN BRESLAU 

BRESLAU.— As in all German cities, 
the Fascist terror has grown in Breslau 
since the fall of Bruening. The Nazi 
attack against the Re k*hs banner local 
called forth a united front in 34 hours 
of all fcjie workers in this city, ready to 
defend themselves against Fascism. The 
C. V. comrades united with members of 
the Socialist Labor Party (S. A. P.) and 
!he Reichsbanner ; and in two days the 
streets of the city presented a complete- 
ly changed picture. It was no longer 
the Nazis that dominated them, but the 
proletariat. 

Monday evening, there was a meeting 
of 5000 workers in one of the largest 
halls of Breslau. 

A member of the S. A. 1'. spoke in the 
name of the provisional committee. Eck- 
stein spoke fn the name of the Socialist 
Labor Party and Saiidncr for the C. P. 

Alt -the speakers were almost unanim- 
ous on the analysis of the situation, but 
a discussion on the role of the parties 
tocik place. The representative of the 
C. P. approved the creation of common 
committees of struggle, without at the 
same time confusing the respective pro- 
grams of each party, which should retain 
its complete independence for the futu're 
development of the struggle. That is 
correct ! The meeting really expressed 
the desire of the masses to form a genu- 
ine united front of all the workers. 1500 
workers, non-party, Communist, socialist 
youth, and members of the Reichsbanner 



have enrolled to organize grou'ps of self- 
defense in Breslau. 

What does the C. P. leadership think 
of this tactic? Does it not immediately 
bear fruit? 

WILL THEY LIQUIDATE THE 
SPLITTING TRADE UNION TACTIC 

Thaelmann has spoken on the 'turn" 
in the National Committee of the R. T. 
U. O. The Rote Fahne of the June 7th 
wrote on this subject: 

'■In full agreement with the report of 
Thaelmann, the session of the National 
Committee emphasized the need of creat- 
ing a broad and amplified opposition 
movement, besides the R. T. U. O., 
which by new methods and by a rapid 
strategic orientation toward the fac- 
tories will no longer block the road to- 
ward the revolutionary class front with 
the socialist workers, the unorganized 
and the Christian workers, but which 
will facilitate on the contrary, its devel- 
opment ; we will consecrate all the forces 
at our disposal for this task." 

And in another paragraph : "It is nec- 
essary as rapfdly as possible to do away 
with the policy of the so-called "plans 
of attack" and "programs of struggle". 

However they do not wish completely 
to liquidate the It. T. II. O. That is why 
they state that "The general line of the 
R. T. U. O. was and remains correct, 
but it is necessary to achieve an acceler- 
ated course, an audacious turn for Its 
application ; we mufct elaborate new 
methods after realizing in practise the 
correct general line". 

Always the same thing. They recog- 
nize that the tactic was false but the- 
do not wish to draw all the consequenc 
that are Incumbent on them. 
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The Economic Crisis, the Unemployment 
Situation and the American Working Class 



in. t 

The enormous accumulation of capital 
In the United States, the gigantic growth 
of Industry and of the process of con- 
centration of production and of inten- 
sity of production, haB pushed it ever 
more onto the world market. The credit 
system, so highly developed here, vastly 
accelerated the material development of 
the forces of production. In the early 
stages of the capitalist mode of produc- 
tion the expansion of foreign trade be- 
came a great aid to its development. 
Now. however, it has become an integral 
part of this mode of production through 
Its need for an ever expanding market. 
This is particularly aptly Illustrated by 
the position of American capitalism in 
the world market. 

The crisis broke first here, and its 
acuteness was undoubtedly to an extent 
due to the fact that this country give* 
the most credit to the world market and 
takes the least of it. The balance of 
payments, which had to be squared, waa 
against it, even though the general bal- 
ance of trade favored it. 

It is estimated that the United State* 

today holds approximately $28,000,000,- 

000 worth of foreign paper— that can- 
not now be paid. These vast credit* 
granted and the mass of capital loaned 
to and Invested In foreign countries, of 
course, demand their continuous returns. 
But the returns, generally speaking, fti 
far as American capitalism is concern- 
ed, are not desirable in the form of 
commodities : that much the adopted 
tariff regulation alone shows sufficiently. 
So the problem of the returns still re. 
mains a rather vexing one. We mention 
this only as a reminder of the fact that 
the very question of American capitalism 
issuing out of the crisis is quite closelj 
bound up with the world market pro- 
blems. 

At this point, however, there enter 
such Questions as: rei>aratlcns, inter-al- 
lied debts, retaliating tariffs etc. Bui 
above all there are the questions of the 
political stability of the various capi- 
talist nations, the increased antagonisms 
—national antagonisms and class anta- 
gonisms^ — and the growing danger of war. 
Politics and economics are here quite 
inseparably interwoven. Their texture 
forms the basis of the crafty diplomatic 
maneuvering at the numerous world 
conferences which are being held right 
along. Each imperlaltst power struggles 
to increase or at least to maintain Its 
share In world economy. The sum and 
substance of these conflicts presents a 
problem not at all easy to solve, not even 
tor American capitalism. 

A considerable portion, an estimated 
seven to eight billion dollars, of the 
American capital sent abroad represents 
direct investments in enterprises of pro. 
ductlon. It was exported in order to be 
employed in other countries at a higher 
rate of profit. In that sense it was the 
surplus capital although t may appear 
paradoxical to speak of surplus capital 
in the face of industries operating at a 
low percentage of production capacity 
and millions of workers unemployed— an 
excess population. But it will soon be 
found that surplus capital and such sur- 
plus population, exist side by side, and 
that the existence of one is the condi- 
tion for the other. 

Exportation of surplus capital becomes 
a means of promotion of the exportation 
of goods and of the acquisitin of super 
profits. The effort is made, of course, 
to thereby monopolize both the sale of 
goods in foreign trade and the supply of 
raw materials. The foreign trade, by 
virtue of the fact that it makes possi- 
ble an expansion in the scale of produc- 
tion, in general, thereby tends to cheapen 
the elements of constant capital. By 
simultaneously raising the rate of surplus 
value it then also tends to raise the rate 
of profit. This is, of course, at the bot- 
tom of the very intense struggle among 
the imperialist powers for control of 
the world market. But the expansion of 
production, due to foreign trade, at the 
same time hastens the process of accum- 
ulation and hastens the growing dispro- 
portion of constant capital, (means of 
production) increasing more rapidly than 
variable capital (labor power and there- 
fore again promotes its own contradic- 
tion, the fall In the rate of profit. 

American foreign trade, however, has 
today hit the lowest record in twenty 
years. But just about so, or worse, Is the 
condition of world trade in general. At 
present 41 percent of the 1929 level con- 
stitutes that record of the combined 25 
leading capitalist countries doing a total 
of 80 percent of the world's trade There 
Is powerful testimony In this to the 
ravages of the world economic crisis, 
This, of course, is the picture of the cap- 
italist countries only, and not at all of 
the Soviet Union. 

According to the Department of Com- 
merce the omit value of American ex- 
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ports for the first quarter of 1932 fell 
37 percent when compared tP the same 
months of 1928. The decline in import* 
was 56 percent. The comparative fig- 
ures for exports and imports taking only 
the first quarter of each year were as 
follows in millions of dollars) 

Year (Jan-March) Exports 

1632 " 4«9 

1931 - 710 

1930 " 1,129 

1929 " 1,420 

1828 " 1-203 

The favorable balance of trade for 
this quarter (excess of exports over Im- 
ports) was S«l ,000,000, compared with 
8111,000,000 In the preceding quarter and 
$142,000,000 in the same period of 1931. 

We can easily comprehend the immense 
obstacles in seriously contracted home 
market which meets the American gov- 
ernment's "reconstruction" program to 
"break the backbone of the crisis"; but 
these obstacles become so much more 
j-.trongly accentuated on the world mar- 
ket. While the sources of power of 
American imperialism are spread all oven 
the world its contradictions accumulate; 
ever more rapidly. Yet as far as the; 
present situation Is concerned it has been 
able not only to maintain the gold stan- 
dard but even to strengthen the posi- 
tion or the dollar. 

Since 11)2!) about 52,250,000,000 In short 
term funds lodged in this country by 
foreign central banks have been repaid 
by wild withdrawals from this country. 
At the early period of these withdraw, 
nls the gold holdings here, due to the 
favorable trade balance, nevertheless 
continued to increase to a record high, 
on September 18, 1931 of $5,015,000. But 
these foreign banks continued to convert 
their dollar holdings Into gold, and 
since then up to the present time, the 
gold holdings here have decreased to 
about 83.900,000,000. The Wall Street 
banter.* (call these withdrawals which 
they estimate as about having come to a 
close a disturbing element now removed 
from the financial situation. In their 
view the lack of confidence is being re- 
moved, the dollar is emerging stronger. 

It lias been correctly asserted in these 
columns before that a new ascendancy 
for the capitalist system as a whole is 
not possible. We have already entered 
the epoch of capitalist decline and "o- 
Ietarian revolutions. The existence of 
the Soviet Union, growing constantly 
stronger despite its difficulties, testifies 
eloouently to this fact. It is being fur- 
ther reinforced by the growing revolu- 
tionary movements within the capitalist 
countries. But it is Just as important to 
also remember that in the Imperialist 
stage of the unequal development of capi- 
tal. sni has become more pronounced. 
And the question of the ability of Am- 
erican capitalism to Issue out of the 
crisis on the backs of its own working 
class and at the cost of the status of 
other capitalist powers in world econ- 
omy still remains. It is being confirmed 
by the powerful role it plays in the con- 
stantly recurring conflicts on questions 
of the war reparations, International 
debts and moratorium. Each of the 
international conferences held on these 
questions increases the importance of 
participation by the United States — 
whether or not the participation takes 
I he form of presence or absence of offi- 
cial delegates. These conferences, how- 
ever, also increasingly show the omin- 
ous signs of sharpening imperialist con- 
flicts and of imperialist maneuvers 
against the Soviet Union. This reflects 
the fact that the world economic crisis 
is becoming ever more bound up with 
the question of war. In that perspec- 
tive we cannot fail to notice the Increas- 
ingly aggressive role of American im- 
perialism. 

While we take due notice of the enor- 
mous contradictions developing and of 
the future furious conflicts Implied in 
the efforts being made to ''break the 
backbone of the crisis", it would not be 
correct to consider this crisis as a bot- 
tomless one. It would be wrong for us 
io assume that American capitalism, as 
a distinct national imperlaltst power, 
cannot issue out of it, or even that tie 
present cout raced mass of surplus value 
realized by it, by its exploitation of work- 
ers at home and abroad, will be the basis 
for "normalcy" in the future. It would 
still be too early to point to any such de- 
finite limitations to its future process 
of accumulation. What can be said de- 
finitely, however, is that In the next 
stage the conflict of the development of 
the forces of production with the exist- 
ing property relations and the conditions 
of wage labor will sharpen manifold. 

For the American working class, on 
the other hand, one part of the question 
of Its perspective is already settled. 
That is the part which has relation to 
its futlre standard of living. The capit- 
alist efforts to issue out of the crisis 
are entirely conditioned upon the saddling 
of its burden entirely onto the working 
class. In other words it will be at the 
price of a lower level for the working 
class. In the final analysis, therefore, 
the very question of American capital- 
Ism overcoming its crisis depends decis- 
ively upon the proletariat. And, on a 
world scale this is so much more the 
case. 

Everywhere, within the capitalist na- 
tions, the crisis has unleashed tremend- 
ous forces.There is an army of perman- 
ently unemployed workers comprising 
many millions. The struggle to further 
reduce the working class standard of 
living will go on. The growth of the 
revolutionary movement is unmistakable. 
The future direction depends decisively 
upon tiie Communist forces. 

— AJRNE SWABECK. 



An Open Letter to the 
Party District Committee 

June 29th, 1932 
District Executive Committee 
New York District 
50 Bast 13th Street 
New York City, N. Y. 
Comrades : 

Last Saturday evening, June 25th, the 
open air meeting of our organization, the 
Communist League of America (Opposi- 
tion), on the corner of Wilkins and In- 
tervale, the Bronx, was broken up by a 
group of party members and sympathiz- 
ers. As a workers' organization, as a 
Communist group we wish to strongly 
protest against such action. 

The Communist in the United States 
who are In the forefront of the struggle 
for the interests of the working class, 
are the first to struggle for the element- 
ary rights of free si>eech, press and as- 
semblage for the workers and their or- 
ganizations. The master class and its 
state power, particularly during the pre- 
sent crisis is continually interfering and 
denying these rights of the workers. The 
Communist Party, our vanguard organi- 
sation in this country, has correctly put 
I forth as om of its demands in th© com- 
[ lug elections the right of free speech, 
' assemblage, etc. for the workers. 

The tactic of interfering with workers' 
meetings by members of the Communist 
party, not only weakens this fight, but 
plays directly into the hands of the So. 
ctalist reformists and the reactionary 
parties. It leads to confusion of the 
workers who witness it, makes them 
lose faith in the sincerity of the Com- 
munist struggle, and means a loss of 
prestige of Communism, and in the first 
Instance, of the Communist party. Fur- 
ther, it brings the police and the capital- 
ist governent to "settle" the disputes 
which exist within the working class and 
Communist movement. 

But even more than this. Since our 
organization, the Communist League, was 
founded we have supported the Commun- 
ist Party in Kb daily activity, demon- 
strations and elections campaigns. Sev- 
eral weeks ago we sent you a letter in 
which we reiterated our support of the 
party in the coming elections and offered 
our services (platform, speakers, liter- 
ature, etc.) in the work. We stated 
that we Intend to actively participate In 
the campaign this year as before and 
bring the message of Communism to the 
working masses. 

We received no reply to this letter-. 
However, we have been carrying on our 
work in this direction. The meeting on 
Wilkins and Intervale, which was broken 
up last Saturday by party members and 
sympathizers, was called to discuss the 
problems of the workers and urge them 
to support the party in the coming elec- 
tions as well as In the day to day strug- 
gle. 

We repeat, comrades, the tactic of 
breaking up workers' meetings can only 
lead to the discr ditment of the Com- 
munist movement and party. 

We intend continuing our open-air 
work despite all obstacles. We ask you 
the responsible ditsrict body of the party 
to publicly either denounce such tactics 
or assume responsibility for them. We 
sincerely suggest that you take the for- 
l mer course. Issue a statement in the 
j BaHy Worker denouncing such tactics 
: and informing the Party members and 
, the Left wing sympathizers of the dis- 
astrous consequences that may result 
from them. 

! Wo await ati early reply to this let- 
ter. 

' Fraternally yours. 

H. CAPELIS. 

Secretary 
New Ybrk Branch 
Communist League of America 
(Opposition ) 
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CORRECTION 

| A Mistake Crept Into Our Previous Issue 

We advertised a free copy of the 
I "Problems of the Chinese Revolution 
with a one year subscription to the Mili. 
tant. This should be : 
| One copy of "Problems of the Chin- 
ese Revolution", paper cover $1, 
One year subscription to The Militant 

$2.00 
Obtainable Dnring . the Summer 
Months for tthe Sum of $2.50 
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(Continued from last issue) 
10. We give here a story by Shltapnl- 
kov ("The Seventeenth Year", 1925, V. 
2) about the change wrought by Stalin 
and Karaenev Joined together at that 
tfme by the unity of their positions. 

"The day of the appearance of the 
first issue of the 'changed' Pravda— the 
Fifteenth of March — was a day of re- 
joicing for the defenders. The whole 
Taurlde Palace, from the men of af- 
fairs in the committees of the Duma to 
the very heart of the revolutionary dem- 
ocracy — the Executive Committee — was 
tilled with the news: the victory of the 
moderate common-sense Bolsheviks over 
the extremists. In the very Executive 
Committee we were met with poisonous 
smiles. This was the first and only time 
that Pravda won the approval even of 
the stout defenders of liberal sense. 
When this issue of Pravda was received 
at the factories it caused complete per- 
plexity among the members of our party 
and our sympathizers and malicious 
pleasure among our opponents. 

"To the Petersburg committee, to the- 
bureau of the C. C. and to the editorial 
board of Pravda. came Inquiries: what 
la the matter, why did our paper re- 
nounce the Bolshevik line of Lenin and. 
go over to the line of the defenders?] 
And the Petersburg committee (ike the 
whole organization was caught unawares 
by this turn and therefore was deeply 
indignant and blamed the bureau of the 
C. C. The indignation in the sections 
was collossal, and when the proletarians 
found out that Pravda had been seized. 
by the three former editors of Pravda 
who had arrived from Siberia, they de. 
manded their expulsion from the party." 
(The third was the former deputy Mur- 

anov). 

To this must be added the following: 
(a) Shliapnikov's exposition was worked 
over and extremely softened under the 
pressure of Stalin and Kamenev In 1925 
(at that time the 'three" still domin- 
ated!) ; (b) no denials of Shliapnikov's 
story have appeared in the official press. 
And how can it be denied? Those Issues 
of Pravda still exist. 

11. The relation of Stalin to the pro- 
blem of revolutionary power is expressed 
in a speech at a party conference (ses- 
sion of March 20, 1917) : "The provision- 
al government, in fact, took the role of 
strengthening the conquest of the revolu- 
tionary people. The Soviet power and 
the social democracy mobilize forces, 
control, but the provisional government- 
persisting blundering takes the role of 
strengthening those conquests of the 
people, which in fact are already accom- 
plished by them. Such a situation has 
negative, but also positive sides: it Is 
not to our advantage now to force events, 
to quicken the process of the split-oft 
ol the bourgeois strata which later must 
unavoidably go away from us." 

Stalin is afraid "to push away the 
bourgeoisie" — the fundamental argument 
of the Menshevlks beginning with the 
year 1904. 

"In so far as the provisional govern- 
ment supports the steps of the revolu- 
tion, so far Is it to be supported; and 
In so far as It is counter-revolutionary, 
s-apport to the provisional government Is 
unacceptable." 

Just so Dan spoke. In other words, 
is it possible to defend the bourgeois gov- 
ernment before the revolutionary mass- 
es? The record further proclaims : "com- 
rade Stalin publishes the resolution about 
the provisional government adopted by 
the bureau of the C. C, but says that 
he does not fully agree with it, and 
rather concurs with the resolution of 
the Krasnoyarsk Soviet. 

We cite the rhost Important points of 
the Krasnoyarsk resolution: "To make 
clear in full that the only source of 
power and authority of the provisional 
government is the will of the people who 
accomplished this overturn and whom the 
provisional government is oblfged to ohey 
completely— 

"To support the provisional govern- 
ment in its activity in so far as it 
marches along the road of satisfying the 
demands of the working class and the 
revolutionary peasantry in the develop- 
ing revolution." 

Such is the position of Stalin 'on the 
question of power. 

12. The date, March 29, must be 
specially underlined. In this manner, 
more than a month after the beginning 



of the revolution, Stalin still talks of 
Mlliukov as an ally : the Soviet conquers, 
the provisional government strengthens. 
It Is difficult to believe that these words 
could be uttered by a reporter to the 
Bolshevik conference at the end of March 
1917! Even Martov would not have put 
the question this way. This is the 
theory of Dan in its most vulgar expres- 
sion: the democratic revolution as an 
abstraction within the confines of which 
participate the more "moderate" and the 
more "determined" forces ; who divide 
the work among themselves: one con- 
quers, who divide the work among them- 
selves : one conquers, the other streng- 
thens. And nevertheless, Stalin's speech 
is not accidental. We have in it the 
schema of the whole Stalinist policy in 
China in the years 1924-28. 

With what passionate indignation, not- 
withstanding all his reserve, Lenin, who 
succeeded in coming to the last session 
of that same conference lashed Stalin's 
position : "Even our Bolsheviks," he said, 
"manifest trust in the government. This 
can be explained only by the fumes of 
the revolution. This spells the wreck of 
socialism. You comrades trust the gov- 
ernment. If so. our ways part. I will 
rather remain in the minority. One 
Liebknecht Is dearer than a hundred and 
ten defenders of the Steklov and Cheidze 
type. If you sympathize with Liebknecht 
and stretch even one linger to the "de- 
femiars this will be a betrayal of inter- 
national socialism." (March party con- 
ference, 1917- Session of April 4. "Re- 
port of comrade Lenin", page 44). 

It must not he forgotten that Lenin's 
speech and the reports in their entirety 
have been concealed from the party up 
till now. 

IS. How did Stalin pose the question 
of war? Exactly like Kamenev. It Is 
necessary to awaken the European work- 
ers and meanwhile to fulfill one's duty 
in relation to the "revolution". But how 
are the European workers to be awak- 
ened? Stalin gives the answer in an 
article on March 17 : " . . . we have 
shown already one of the most serious 
methods of doing it. It consists In com- 
pelling our own government to express 
Itself not only against any plena of con, . 
quest — , but to formulate openly the will 
Of the Russian people to begin immedi- 
ately negotiations for a general peace 
on conditions of renunciation by both 
sides of any conquests, and the right of 
nations to self determination". 

In this manner the pacifism of Miliu- 
kov-Gu'chkov was to serve as a means of 
awakening the European proletariat. 

On April 4, on the second day of his 
arrival, Lenin declared with indignation 
at the party conference: "Pravda de- 
mands from the government that it should 
renounce annexation. To demand from 
capitalist governments that they renounce 
annexations — is nonsense, a crying mock, 
ery." (The March conference of the 
party in 1917. Session of April 4. "Re- 
port of comrade Lenin." Page 44.) 

These words were aimed entirely at 
Stalin. 

14. March 14, the Meushevlk-Social 
Revolutionist Soviet Issued a manifesto 
about the war to the toilers of all coun- 
tries. The manifesto was a hypocritical 
pseudo-pacifist document in the political 
spirit of the Menshevlks and S. R.'s who 
were persuading the workers of other 
countries to rise against their own bour- 
geoisie and themselves were going along 
in the same harness with the imperial- 
ists of Russia and the whole entente. 

How did Stalin appraise this mani- 
festo? "First of all, undoubtedly the 
bare slogan 'down with war' is 'unsuit- 
able as a practical road — One can't help 
welcoming yesterday's appeal of the So- 
viet of workers' and soldiers' deputies 
In Petrograd to the nations of the whole 
world to compel their own governments 
to stop the slaughter. This appeal. If It 
reaches the broad masses, will undoubt- 
edly return hundreds and thousands of 
workers to the forgotten slogan "Pro- 
letarians of all countries, unite !" 

How did Lenin appraise the appeal of 
the defenders? In the already cited 
speech of April 4th he said : "The appeal 
of the Soviet of workers deputies' — there 
is not a. word permeated with class mon- 
sciousnes-. There is nothing In it but 
lifeless phrases." (The party conference 
of 1917. Session of April 4th. "Report 
of comrade Lenin," Page 43.) These 
words of Lenin are aimed entirely at 
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Stalin. Therefore the reports of the 
March conference are concealed from the 
party. 

15. Conducting, in relation to the 
provisional government and the war, the 
policy of the Left Mensheviks, Stalin 
had no ground on which to refuse to un- 
ite with the Mensheviks. Here is how 
he expressed himself on this question at 
the same March conference of 3017. We 
cite the report literally. 

"On the order of the d:ty— Tseretelli's 
proposal for unity." 

"Stalin: We have to so. It. is absolute- 
ly necessary to define oar proposal on the 
line of unity, l.'nity is possible on the 
line of Zimmerwnkl-Kienthal."' 

Even Molotov, it is true, expressed 
doubts, though not very articulately. 
Stalin retorts : "To rnn ahead and to 
anticipate disagreements Is not necess- 
ary. Without disagreements there is no 
party life. Inside the party we'll set rid 
of insignificant disagreements." < March 
party conference. Session of April 1st. 
Page 32). 

These few words say more than whole 
volumes. They show those thoughts on 
Which Stalin was feeding in the years of 
the war and bear Witness with judicial 
exactness that the Zimmerwaldism of 
Stalin was of the same stamp as the Zlm- 
merwaldism of Tseretelll. Here again 
there is not a hint of the ideological ir- 
recouci liability, the false mask of which 
Stalin, in the interests of the apparatus 
struggle, put on a few days later. On 
the contrary, Men she v ism and Bolshev- 
ism represent themselves to Stalin at 
tiie end of March 1017 as shades of 
thought that can live in harmony In one 
party. Disagreements with Tsereteili, 
Stalin calla "insignificant disagreements" 
which can be got rid of inside one party. 
We see here how it becomes Stalin to 
expose the conciliation 1st relations of 
Trotsky with the Left Menshevlks — in 
1913. 

16. In such a position Stalin naturally 
couldn't seriously oppose anything to the 
S. R.'s and Mensheviks in the Execu- 
tive Committee where he entered as a 
representative of the party after his ar- 
rival. There Is not to be found in the 
records or in the press one proposition, 
one statement, one protest in which 
Stalin In some measure clearly counter, 
posed the Bolshevik point of view to the 
lackeyism of the "revolutionary dem- 
ocracy" before the bou'rgeolsle. One of 
the recorders of events of that period, 
a non-partisan half -defender, Sukhanov, 
the author of the above mentioned mani- 
festo to the toilers of the whole world, 
says In Notes of the Revolution: "For 
the Bolsheviks at this time, beside Kam- 
enev, there appeared in the Executive 
Committee. Stalin— during his modest 
activity in the Executive Committee (ho) 
produced — not ony on rae — the Impres- 
sion of a cray spot, that sometimes glim- 
mered dully and traceless. More about 
him there is 7iothing to say (Notes of 
tile Revoltion," Book, pages 265-206). 
(To be Coninued) 
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(Continued from page 2) 

Time has wholly proven the correct- 
ness of the stand of the other comrades 
and myself. 

The present politically impotent lead- 
ership has failed miserably in all its 
plans. In fear of being removed from 
their positions because <if this they ter- 
rorized by expulsion or threats of ex- 
pulsion all those who raised their voices 
in protest and criticism. Singled out 
were those who insisted on fraternizing 
with the expelled comrades. 

Unable to meet the criticism of these 
expelled comrades, and falling to con- 
vince myself and others of the correct- 
ness of the line of the leadership in spite 
of lies, Hinging dirt and slander, such 
as these comrades being counter-revolu- 
tionary enemies of the worWlng class 
who have sneaked into the Y. O. L. the 
bnrocrats resorted to threats of expul- 
sion to all who fraternized. Accusations 
without facts prove nothing. I am fully 
aware that these comrades are revolu- 
tionaries of hi;-h rank, I have continued 
to fraternize. 

I agree with the Left Opposition on 
the following Questions, which I have 
studied. 

(1) Germany; the necessity of a work- 
ers anti-Pascist united front. 

(2) The incorrectness of the idea of 
completing Socialism in one country, 
this theory is the basis of many errors. 

(3) Against burocracy. 

(4) The Leninist united front tactic. 
I will continue to further study the 

question. 

I believe the Left Opposition Is a rev- 
olutionary {jroup and therefore should 
be re-admitted into the Communist party, 
The etily political revolutionary organi- 
zation of the proletariat. 

I protest violently against the head- 
ehopping of all comrades who dare think 
for themselves on a Marxist line. 

I urge all comrades to study the posi- 
tion of the Left Opposition! 

Protest against any expulsions of com- 
rades for fraternization or Communist 
criticism ! 

—IRVING BERN. 
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TROTSKY WRITES ON PROBLEMS 
OF CHINESE REVOLUTION 

"The Problems of the Chinese Revolu- 
tion" by Leon Trotsky is now for sale. 
It is published by the Pioneer Publishers, 
Hi East 10th Street, New York City. The 
price is one dollar. Not only is the book 
of tremendous importance as a contribu- 
tion to the study of the Chinese situa- 
tion written by the greatest living Marx- 
ist but Trotsky's superb literary style 
makes the reading of it flrst class en- 
tertainment. No student of the revolu- 
tionary movement, no serious class con- 
scious worker should be without a copy 
of this book. The Chinese question will 
loom larger on the political horizon in 
the future than even during the past 
several convulsive years. Two interest- 
ing reviews of this work have already 
appeared. The New York Times announc- 
ed its publication and seized the oppor- 
tunity to review Stalin, while the Daily 
Worker confined its observations to a 
brief mud-slinging review of Trotsky. 
Neither paper thot It worth while to com- 
ment on the contents. 

* • » * 

THE FAT MAN'S 
DAY IS COMING 

If the working class allow this de- 



Vote for Foster-Ford 

Support the Communist Candidates Against Bourgeois PartiesI 



With the nomination of Roosevelt and 
Garner as the Democratic party standard 
bearers in the elections, the presidential 
campaign is now fully under way. The 
machine-controlled Republican conven- 
tion, dominated by the reactionary White 
House clique and its pork barrel appoin- 
tees, had its replica at the Democratic 
convention, with its exhibition of cor- 
ridor horse-trading and the nomination 
of the most prominent political trimmer 
in the country for president and a hard- 
shelled reactionary demagogue from the 
south for vice-president. 

Booze for Bread 

While the million-headed army of the 
unemployed continues to Increase its 
ranks, the outstanding issue at the Dem- 
ocratic convention was booze. The solu- 
tion of the booze question in the ap- 
proved AI Smith style is advanced now 
' by the Democratic bosses as the salva- 
tion of the country from its ills. As for 
the unemployed themselves who are suf- 
fering so acutely — not to speak of the 



working class as a whole — the Democrats 
pression" to "continue "much longer our distinguished themselves from the^Repub- 
dog-eat-dog society may give way to a 
man-eat-man society. That's when the 
old adage, "Nobody loves a fat man" 
will be reversed, though some may pre- 
fer the lean, acting on the theory that 
'•the nearer the bone, the sweeter the 
flesh". This is a good time to see your 
dentist and get your fangs sharpened. 
You should also read the autobiography 
of some recognized cannibal. You must 
overcome your prejudice against man- 
liesh. This prejudice was fostered by 
man himself as a method of self-pre- 
servation. Contrary to a general belief 
s-annui 3SHBiidi«> v sapjp i-iBuopniOAOj ui 
better eating than a proletarian. His 
iesh is more tender. This is merely a 
suggestion, to be taken seriously only in 
case of emergency. 

» * • « 

BRYAN'S SON IS CHIP 
OF OLD BLOCKHEAD 

The Bryans, like the poor are always 
with us. Old William, the temperance 
advocate who used to eat a pevnd of 
steak for an appetizer and went out of 
circulation after he made a monkey out 
of himself in Dayton, Tennessee, fighting 
evolution, left us a son worthy of his 
.ire. William Junior Is ringing the 
changes on silver, and claims that bime- 
taltsm is the way out of the depression. 
Here is some of old Bill's bilge as ouoted 
by his son: "No tomb was ever made so 
strong that it could Imprison a righteous 
cause. Silver will lay aside its grave 
clothes and its shroud. It will yet rise, 
and in its rising, will bless mankind." 
As long as capitalism exists, mankind's 
lot would not be improved if cuff llnk» 
or vest buttons became a medium of 
exchange. 

• • • • 



Labourists brought forth from their loins 
the present National government of re- 
action. There is not the slightest reason 
to believe that the American confreres 
of Mac Dona Id, Turati, Dan, Wels and 
Scheldemann will turn out to be an im- 
proved edition of socialist politlelan- 
dom. In fact what has been seen of 
Hillquit and Co., in action up to now— 

in all fields of working class endeavor I the worker imported from 
in this country— is more than enough and northern Europe. In the upswing 
grounds to conclude that we have in the 1 , of the economic cycle, the foreign born 



Dies Bill Threat 
to Foreign Born 

There are millions of foreign born 
workers in this country. They constitute 
the backbone of American industry. In 
the steel mills, in the coal mines in all 
the heavy industry, particularly in the 
unskilled sections the immigrant workers 
make up the large bulk of those who 
keep the wheels of industry and com- 
merce in motion. During the construc- 
tion days of American economy, pro- 
gress depended almost primarily upon 

southeastern 



Smash Hitler Now! 



The raaclst Dantferi A Striking Paralle 



llcan platform simply by the clever ver- 
bal sop thrown to the hungry and home- 
less. Their platform pledges state insur- 
ance, not federal, but nobody has yet 
detected a Democratic party -doc trolled 
state coming forward with any visible 
speed to provide even state insurance 
of the most meager sort. Wherever, in 
short, either the Democratic or Repub- 
lican platforms grudgingly j-Iedge them-| Vote Communist! 

selves to carry out some "progessive 

measure", it can be confidently put into 
the category of that cynical hypocrisy 
with which American capitalist politic- 
ians, in particular, have been accustom- 
ed to feeding the masses in exchange 
for the votes which enable them to sink 
their snouts into the trough. 

Socialist Reformism 

The patent bankruptcy of the two 
bourgeois parties— so clear that even the 
liberal press is compelled to acknowledge 
it — is making possible a spurt of energy 
on the part of the American socialists 
in the present campaign. This party of 
petty bourgeois reform, symbolically re- 
presented by the notorious Right winger, 



S. P. not a proletarian but a petty bour- 
geois refom party inimical to the in- 
terests of the working class. 

Veto CommnnteM 

One party alone represents the inter- 
ests of the proletariat in this election: 
the Communist party. The Left Opposi- 
tion, as is known, does not agree with 
the present party leadership or its pol- 
icies, which have only resulted in weak- 
ening the Communist movement. But 
the fact remains that it is the only pro- 
letarian party In the election field. The 
worker who casts his vote for the Com- 
munist ticket will know that he is not 
throwing It away, for he Is indicating to 
his class and to ruling the class the 
growing temper of struggle among the 
masses. The Left Opposition in the com- 
ing period, and until November, will de 
vote all its energies in a concentration on 
the election campaign on the side of 
Communism. 

All workers: vote for Foster and Ford! 



One Dead in Fascist Riot 

Along with a hundred or more people 
killed on Independence Day by explos- 
ives, accidents,* etc., a Fascist, Salvatore 
Arena, left this world with a bullet 
through his head. Both the Fascists and 
the Anti-Fascists arranged meetings on 
July 4th in Rosebank to commemorate 
the annivesary of Garibaldi at his shrine. 
The inevitable clash occured. The police 
sided with the Fascists, slugged and 
drove off anti-Fascism organizations. 

In the train after the meeting a gang 
of 40 or more black shirts attacked a 



ZAGARIA IS OUT 
BUT WICKS REMAINS 

A person answering to the tag of Ar- 
thur Zagarla was recently removed from 
the district bureau of the Communist 
Party In Boston and expelled from the 
Party on the ground that he was a stool- 
pigeon. In a lengthy article in the 
Daily Worker of June 24, the Boston 
District Bureau flagellates itself in the 
best self-critical manner for harboring 
a stoolpigeon In their midst for four 
years. They admit they were guilty of 
"rotten liberalism" and "non-Bolshevik 
tolerance". Surely self-criticism could 
not go further than that ! However our 
Bolshevik intolerance is somewhat weak- 
ened by the presence in the Party of 
Harry Wicks, author of the famous 
speech before the Chamber of Commerce 
of Gary, Indiana in 1920, in which he 
exposed the activities of the Communists 
among the steel workers and threatened 
to go on a lecture tour and write two 
hefty tomes exposing the Reds. The 
treachery of this man Wicks was brought 
to the attention of the Party in 1923 
but he was let off with a reprimand, 
thanks to the defense of John Pepper, 
Wicks is today one of the leading fig- 
ures in the Communist Party of the U. 
S. A., though sad to relate his defender 
Pepper now occupies a cage In the head 
offices of the Salt (Heh. Hehl) Trust 
in Moscow. 

* * » • 
THERE IS STILL SOME 
MONEY AT LARGE 

It seems that some of the natives still 
have a little money to worry about. Just 
when we were definitely coming to the 
conclusion that the paper dollar and its 
silver and nickel offspring were strictly 
confined to the museums, up rises Mel- 
vin Tray lor, potent money magnate of 
Chicago and gives as an excuse for be- 
ing late at a Democratic meeting that 
there was a run on Chicago banks which 
necessitated his being at his post. Fin- 
ancial genius saved the situation and 
only ten banks closed their doors, among 
the number being the institution that 
carried the account of the local branch 
of the I. W. W. .When the workers ex- 
propriate the bankers they will only be 
getting their money back. 

— RIDEM. 



Norman Thomas, appears now as the true' half dozen a nti- Fascists. In the scuffle 
-friend of the people". But despite tbe| that ensued the Mussolini supporter was 
fact that the American socialists havej 3 fc ot dead. A worker is being held on 



enjoyed too little governmental power in 
this country to enable the workers to 
test them in practise, the whole trend 
of socialist progress — more properly, 
decay — throughout the world is sufficient 
indication to the conscious worker that 
a pennyworth of support to the S. P.] 
candidates and platform is tantamount] 
to tightening a noose around the neck of 
the working class. 

The Russian jsoci«l democrats paved 
the way for the counter-revolution in 
the early years of successful Bolshevism. 
The Italian social democrats paralyzed 
the arms and brains of the working class 
until Mussolini had marched to Rome and 
power. The German social democracy, 
after 14 years of consistent treachery, 
has finally opened the doors wide to 
Fascism by restraining the proletariat 
and canalizing its protest into the reac- 
tionary channels of Hindenburg, chair- 
wanner for Hitler. In England, the 



homicide charges. The chances are 
that the bullet came from a Fascist gun. 



worker, the chief cog In the machine, 
contributes his share in blood and bone 
But the crisis has been in full force 
for three years now. There is no sign 
of a let up. No sight of jobs or a re- 
viving industry. There is no reason to 
doubt that the toiling masses, all re- 
sources gone, tired of the endless pro- 
mises of thp capitalist politicians, will 
pass over from patient waiting to mili- 
tant mass action. The march of the war 
veterans on Washington, D. C-, is only 
the first faint beginning. 

The ruling class is watching this pro- 
cess intently. They are trying with ev- 
ery means at their disposal to head oft 
the rising discontent. The first blows 
they strike are at the most advanced sec- 
tion of the movement But they do not 
hit out directly. Though methods that 
characterize their hypocrisy, the capital- 
ist legislatures hit out against the for- 
eign born miliants. 

The Dies bill is the method. It is 
a vicious piece of legislation whose pur- 
pose is to deport all Communists of for- 
eign origin. Already, action has been 
taken to deport Louis Bebrlts, th* editor 
of the Ui Elore, the Hungarian party 
organ, to the tender mercies of the White 
terrorists of Hungary. A raid was re- 
cently made in Lackawanna, N. Y., where 
several workers were seized and held for 
deportation. The future, with its great- 
er struggles, points to wholesale action 
against the foreign born Communists. 

So inclusive is the bill that not only 
does it intend to seize those who adhere 
to Communist organizations or believe 
in the principles of Communism, but even 
those guilty of believing in "public own- 
ership" or "unlawfully damage of priv- 
ate property". It is a step towards the 
outlawry of the Communist party. It 
must be fought. It is an issue around 
which a real united front can be organ- 
ized and broad masses rallied. 



CAPITULATION 

Messrs. Fascists do not frighten us, 
they will go to smash much faster than 
any other KOvernmnet. — (Remmele, Rei- 
chstag speech on October 14, 1931. > 

THE MAIN ENEMY 

The fact, for example, that in our rev- 
olutionary trade union activity propos- 
als could be made from above to the 
reformist trade unions (Ruhr district), 
also shows that our theoretical struggle 
against the social democracy Is not pur- 
sued with sufficient vigor to make such 
errors impossible. (Thaelraann, in Die 
Internationale, Nov.-Dec. 1931, page 489.) 

THE SHAME-PACED TURN 

The party must establish the united 
front of the proletariat on the basis of 
the burning questons of the worker's life. 
In leading the struggle against wage re- 
ductions, against the diminution of al- 
lowances, of social insurance, against 
the persecutions of workers' organiza- 
tions, the party calls the broad work- 
ing masses to participate in the struggle 
and is ready to march with every or- 
ganization willing to go along with this 
fighting front of the party, (Smolyansky, 
in the Communist Internationa], June 1, 
1932, page 468.) 

The offer of a united front made by 
our organization In the Berlin district 
to all the workers and organizations, is 
finding an increasingly powerful echo. 



(Remmele, in I'Humantite, June 30, 1932.) 8, 1931.) 



THE UNITED FRONT 

If the Fascists try an insurrection, we 
Communists will fight against them to 
the last drop of blood — not in order to 
defend the Braun-Bruening government, 
but to preserve from strangulation and 
destruction the cream of the proletariat, 
the workers' organizations, not only the 
workers' press of the Communist organi- 
zations, but also yours, the social dem- 
ocratic. We are ready to defend with 
you any workers's home, any printshop 
of a workers' paper, against the attacks 
of the Fascists. And we ask of you to 
agree to come to our aid in case our 
organizations are threatened. ( We pro- 
pose to you the united front of the work- 
ing class against the Fascists. (L. Trot- 
sky, August 25, 1931.) 

AGAINST FASCISM 
It is necessary without any delay, fin- 
ally to elaborate a practical system of 
measures — not with the aim of merely 
"exposing" the social democracy {before 
the Communists) but with the aim of 
actual struggle against Fascism. (L. 
Trotsky, December 8 1931.) 

STRIKE UNITEDLY 
No common platform with th* social 
democracy or with the leaders of the 
German trade unions, no common pub- 
lications, banners, placards ! March sep- 
arately, but strike unitedly! Agree only 
on how to strike, whom to strike and 
when to strike! <L. Trotsky, December 



Franco-German Anti-Soviet Alliance Being Formed at Laussane 



The latest news from Germany shows 
that the tenacious struggle of the inter- 
national Left Opposition to force a rev- 
olutionary front against the impending 
menace of Fascism has neither been in- 
correct nor in vain. After having first 
denied the Fascist danger, after having 
minimized and mocked at it, after hav- 
ing defied it with theatrically empty 
gestures, after having lulling the work- 
ers of Germany with the assurance that 
Bruening was equivalent to Fascism — the 
German Communist Party is now being 
compelled to steer the course in a dif- 
ferent direction. The imminence of the 
black danger, the relentless progress It 
has made in the face of Stalinist -passiv- 
ity, the hammer-blows of our criticism, 
have penetrated now so deeply into the 
consciousness of the vanguard that a 



Stalinism in Straits; Opposition on Upsurge 

By Leon Trotsky 



In the development of the Comin- 
tern and, consequently, of the Left Op- 
position likewise, we are approaching a 
turn on a major scale. Great events re- 
veal, once again, that false policies which 
are foisted by force upon the proletarian 
vanguard bring in their train cruel re- 
taliation. There is not a single problem 
—literally not a single one!— wherein 
the insufficiency of the "general line" has 
not now exposed itself, in its stark, fatal 
clarity. Whenever a large concern Is in 
straits, creditors from all sides swarm, 
and act all the more mercilessly the long- 
er the settlement has been protracted. 



Geneva 'Peace' Swindles 

Chain Formed by Hoover, Socialists, Litvinov, Barbusse & Co. 



The next issue of the Militant 
will publish an extensive analysis by 
eomade Leon Trotsky on the socalled 
" International conference against 
war" which has been ealled for Aug- 
ust 1, 1932 at Geneva by Henri Bar- 
busse, Remain Holland, H. G. Wells, 
Upton Sinclair, Sen Katayama and 
others. Some remarks on the subject 
will be found In the article below. 



A monstrous swindle is being prac- 
tised at Geneva. With all the solemnity 
of consummate hypocrisy the capitalist 
statesmen of all the big powers have 
been gathered there for months to dis- 
cuss "disarmament". Not one of them 
is opposed — Heaven forbid ! — -to disarm- 
ament and peace, providing only that it 
is the other countries that do the dis- 
arming. The Geneva conference is not 
the flrst one at which this gross fraud 
has been perpetrated — laying down a 
thick screen of oratory in favor of peace 
while the world's armaments are multi- 
plied. 

Since the signing of the Versailles 
treaty, it has been estimated that more 
than fifty international conference have 
been held by the leading imperialist 
powers to "solve" one or another aspect 
of the problem of peace and security. 
While the war to end all wars and the 
post-war conferences went their dreary 
course, the bandit powers have been sys- 
tematically increasing their expenditures 
for armaments and war materials. If 
a comparison is made between "defense 



expenditures" in the year directly pre- 
ceding the war, 1913, and those of 1930, 
it will be found that England has In- 
creased hers 42 percent, France 30 per- 
cent, Italy 44 percent, Japan 142 percent 
and the United States almost 200 per- 
cent. While the statesmen have been 
dripping with assurances at every con- 
ference that their anxiety for peace is 
firmer than the Gibraitor, the world's ex- 
penditues for "defense purposes" have 
increase from $3,4»7X)00,000 in 1925 to 
$4 ,128,0 00,000 in 1930, without a let down 
In the progression for any single year. 
AMERICA'S SHREWD 
PACIFISM 

While the war expenditures of tie 
powers mount to unsealed heights, their 
external debts do not decline. On the 
contrary, the external debts of Britain, 
Germany, France, Belgium and Italy now 
total some 28 billions of dollars, to most 
of which the United States, as the world's 
great oredi or, lays claim. When the 
American bourgeoisie, therefore, presents 
its proposals for "reductions In arma- 
ments", it gains doubly : first, it makes 
possible a larger repayment of the debts 
due to it from Europe, and secondly, it 
is able to buttress the myth of American 
pacifism which It has so sedulously cul- 
tivated in the minds of the masses. 
Moreover, the United States can easily 
afford to reduce its armaments to the 
lowest scale, proportionally with any 
other country, for, as the world's largest 
factory and bank combined in one, it can 
outstrip any other country In speedy 
(Continued on page 2) 



The war danger in the East is the 
direct and immediate consequence of 
Stalin's ruinous policy in relation to the 
Chinese revolution. The militarists of 
Japan threaten the Soviet Union becausa 
Stalin helped his ally Chiang Kai-Shek 
to strangle the revolution. 

Thereafter the Stalinists propounded 
that Soviet China could be built on the 
foundation of the partisan warfare 
of the peasantry without immedi- 
ate revolutionary insurrections in the 
cities. Years of adventurism weak- 
ened still further the Chinese proletar- 
iat. The responsibility for the present 
weakness of revolutionary China lies on 
the shoulders of the politicians of the 
"Third Period". 

For the last two or three years the 
Opposition never wearied of warning 
that the prize leaps in the Industrializa- 
tion of U. S. S. R. carried with them the 
threat of a break with the village; that 
the technically and culturally unprepar- 
ed-for, "all-embracing" collectivization 
carried with it the threat of a crisis 
In staples At the present moment the 
warning has become a fact. The Stalin- 
ist bureaucracy, along this line also, has 
jammed itself Into inexorable difficulties. 
Under the yoke of pressing necessity, it 
is now performing an economic about- 
turn of exceptional historical importance. 
But partly because it does not itself un- 
derstand what It is doing, and partly be- 
cause it Is consciously tooling the party. 
In the name of prestige, it is disorienting 
and dfsarmlng the working class of the 
Soviet Union. 

What further conditions are required 
in order to assure the revolutionary hege- 
mony of the German proletariat within 
the nation ; and of the Communist party 
within the proletariat? Herein too the 
Stalinist bureaucracy has contrived to 
doom the Communist party to a fraudul- 
ent passivity and a degrading impotence. 
From 1019 on, the German Social Dem- 
ocracy has worked unceasingly for Fasc- 
ism. From 1923, the German Communist 
Party has worked unceasingly in the In- 
terests of the social democracy. Ignor- 
ing the lessons of the tragic experiences 
as well as our warnings, the Stalinist 
bureaucracy is at present driving tha 
German proletariat in a bee line towards 
an abyss. 
The unprecedented economic crisis has 



ciety. Bourgeois classes have set up a 
sorrowful howling in premonition of 
death. Yet, nevertheless official Commun- 
ism in all countries suffers defeat after 
defeat. Why? For an answer we get, 
'"The general line is incorrect, but the 
executives are poor." As if executives 
descend from the sky ! As if the gist of 
the general line does not consist precise- 
ly in suckling executives in its own sem 
blance and image. As if the leaders are 
not responsible for those whom they de- 
legate! The senseless and dishonest 
theory of the infallibility of the leader- 
( Continued on page 4) 



turn is taking place in official Commun- 
ist ranks which we can only welcome 
as a good beginning inadequate as yet, 
but a turn in the right direction. 
A Turn is Being Made 
The stubborn, fatuous antagonism mani- 
fested by the Stalinist leaders to our 
proposal that a united front of Com- 
munists and social democrats be estab- 
lished to smash the Fascist advance, is 
slowly giving way to an acknowledgment 
of the correctness of our views. The 
Remmeles, Piecks and Thaelmanns are 
being compelled to sing a new song. 
When comrade Trotsky first draw ills 
analogy between the present situation In 
Germany and the Bolshevik tactics In 
1917 with regard to the danger of the 
Kornilov counter-revolutionary march — 
it was met with that vile abuse which 
has been the steretotyped reply of the 
bureaucrats to the ideas of Bolshevism 
that the Opposition has been advancing 
for nine years. Now, however, Rem- 
mele has admitted (Bote Fahne, June 17, 
1932) : 

"The Russian working class fought 
through a similar situation In history. 
When the Kornilov uprising threatened, 
the Bolsheviks had themselves armed by 
the Kerensky government and Kornilov 
was smashed. Out of the victory over 
Kornilov grew the triumphant Rod Oct- 
ober and the Soviet power." 

This elementary truth, the Opposition 
has tried for two years now to beat into 
the skulls of the bureaucrats who sought 
to ward off our blows with stupid chat- 
ter about "social fascism". Even now, 
the steps recommended by us for the 
(Continued on page 4) 



Successful League Meet 

400 Hear Opposition Speakers in Bronx Despite Stalin Gangs 

On Saturday, June 25, a squad of party) tlai election. The last speaker of the 
members and sympathizers disrupted a | evening was comrade Shachtman. He 



meeting of the New York Branch of 
the Communist League, on Wilkins and 
Intervale Ave., Bronx. Thereupon we 
wrote a letter to the District Commit- 
tee of the C. P, requesting them to take 
a stand on these anti-working class 
tactics, and urging them to condemn the 
misguided actions of their followers. We 
received no reply to this letter. But In 
spite of the silence of the party leaders 
we proceeded to the same corner to in- 
sist upon the right of the Left Opposi- 
tion to hold meetings on this or any 
corner, without brooking the interference 
of any group or organization. 

On Wednesday, July 6th, the Opposition 
came to the corner and staged a meet- 
ing. Over 400 were present at the meet- 
ing and attentively listened to the speech, 
es of comrades Glotzer, Oehler and 
Shachtman for more than three hours. 
Predominant In the crowd were party 
members and sympathizers. The N. Y. 
Branch of the Communist League was 
there In full force with a well -organized 
workers guard to maintain order at the 
meeting. A large quantity of militants 
and pamphlets were sold at the meet- 
ing. 

The meeting was opened by comrade 
Glotzer who acted as chairman. He was 
followed by comrade Oehler, who gave 
a clear and comprehensive exposition of 
the election campaign from the Commun- 
ist viewpoint. He urged support for the 



Communist party and its candidates, 
turned into the collapse of capitalist so- Foster and Ford, in the coming presiden- 



stressed the importance of international- 
ism. In this connection, he understood 
a detailed analysis of the present situa- 
tion in Germany, the role of the pre- 
sent government, the social democratic 
and the Communist parties, and the pos. 
sible consequences of * Fascist victory for 
the world's working class and for the 
Soviet Union. He concluded with an 
able presentation of the position of the 
Left Opposition and an ardent appeal to 
all Communist workers to bring pressure 
on their organizations to force a change 
of policy. 

The most interesting part of the meet- 
ing was the question period. The old 
slanders, accusations and epithets were 
hurled at Shachtman. That in all these 
years of education no real arguments 
have been produced, is indisputable proof 
of the bankruptcy of Stalinism. The two 
gems of the question period are note- 
worthy of mention. "Why don't you talk 
about Wilkins Ave., instead of the inter- 
national situation ?". And "Why don't 
you talk about rent instead of talking 
about the situation in Germany"? 

The meeting ended in an orderly fash- 
ion after almost an hour of questioning. 
Whether this was due to the imposing 
workers guard at the meeting or to in- 
structions from the party we cannot say. 
We are Inclined to thing that it is for 
the former reason. However It was a 
tremendous success for the Left Opposi- 
tion and we intend to repeat it on tha 
same corner in the near future. 
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Two «Peace» Swindles at Geneva 

The Social Democrats Support Hoover; Hoover is Endorsed by Litvinov; Litvinov is Backed 

by Barbusse; Barbusse is Supported by the New Republic; the New Republic is Attacked 

by the Daily Worker; and the Daily Worker Flounders in the Swamp. 



(Continued from page 1) discussion Is opened. He added: 'For -will take place on August 1, 1932, in 

arms production on the eve of any actual my part I would welcome a Bpeedy be-; Geneva, ia order to make the congress 



war Hostilities. 

It is precisely this combination of 
Yankee shrewdness and imperialist hypo- 
crisy that characterizes the latest Hoover 
proposal made to the Geneva conference. 
Were it accepted, it would not merely 
reduce tie standing armies of England 
and France to the German scale, but it 
would increase the American army from 
140,000 lo 200,000. With touching gen. 
erosity, it proposes the abolition of 
French and British tanks— which are a 
formidable factor with them— as well as 
the abolition of the American army's 
... 25 tanks! It would put a crimp 
in the naval strength of its rivals, but 
would permit America to construct new 
cruisers and aircaft carriers "up to the 
treaty tonnage of navies." 

The Nation ruefully reveals that "the 
proposals placed before the Geneva Dis- 
armament Conference on June 22 by 
President Hoover amount to little more 
than a political trick. To the headline 
reader, Mr. Hoover has generously ad- 
vocated a reduction in armies by one- 
third and a similar sealing down of nav- 
ies Studied in detail, however, the 
Hoover proposals amount to the brazen 
suggestion that the United States actual- 
ly Increase its armies and navy, leaving 
reduction to other nations . . - The 
Hoover disarmament' plan would in- 
crease the military strength of the Un- 
ited States at the expense of other na 
tions ; it is a scheme for securing naval 
parity' at a cheaper figure than that 
made necessary by the London treaty, 
and for nearly doubling the size of our 
army." 

SOCIALISTS RALLY 
TO HOOVER 

When even the liberal NatioB, which 
uBually makes a habit of being taken in 
by the most superficial shams, is able to 
see through the Hoover hoax, It may be 
concluded that it is pretty transparent. 
But however cruel a capitalist deception 



ginning of discussion with a view at] a powerful international demonstration 
adopting attitude towards American 1 against the war criminals: Let us not 



proposals and thus getting the confer- 
ence to begn work at last.* " (Our em- 
phasis. ) 

In this manner, we have the edifying 
spectacle of the Daily Worker, through 
the mouth of so authoritative a "Corn- 



run the risk of failing to understand, or 
of understanding too late ! Let U8 awaken 
the conscience of the world in order to 
steel its will against war! Let us or- 
ganize an iron resistance to war ! Let 
us form a mighty wave of all those 
men and women who are an willing to be 



munist" spokesman as Litvinov, weleom- '""" ?™ " v ™"" « «-™—» « . 
ing the essentials of the proposals o J the ™ tims of the SBCOnd ^ war! 
Friday which it denounces violently on 
Saturday, us a "move in the imperialist 



I Who has concocted this melange of 
pacifist confusion? We have no hesita- 

, , , A j„„.„„n„„.. .-,„„ tion fn saying that its real initiators live 

struggle for world domination. One ' . " ... „ 

, ,. ■ * ... ■ n ti - in the Comintern building and the Krem- 

day, it prints an enthusiastically, appro- „ . ., , mt . , » 

. ;' , .. , . ... ... Iln m Moscow The central organs of 

batory eight-column headline over Lit-' «* 

; , ,. , n , i the French Communist Party and of the 

vinov's announcement that Hoover's pro-' ,,.,,, i j 

, ,, , , . , ._ * . . I Red trade unions in France have already 

posals "contained several important prin- ... , t , , „ . 

., ., j t it c . . j i « ' given the conference a blanket endorse- 

ciples put forward by the Soviet delega-, & , . . , ., 

., „ ' , . ,. t.. j , v m ' ment, an inconceivable action unless it 

tion'; the nest day it brands the same. , • „ , . ,. , „ . . ■ ,. 

, ... , i . t . ,., ,, is taken for granted that official Stalin- 

proposals as intended to weaken Wall , - ,. t , 4. », ., 

* ' , , , ,.., , ,4, ist sanction has been given to Barbusse 

Street's rivals, while maneuvering against. .,,,„, „„ ... ,i„ ( ,., „,„_, „ 

.. „ , „ . „ --1 -a ij «r . and Co. On June 20, the Daily worker 
the Soviet Union.' On Friday, the re-l J _ t _, ' .-,,-,_. 

,., , „ ,. „ , , ,- . ..-■ announced that the International Com- 

sponsible voice of the Soviet Union, with , ' , . _ . . «,,,,.„ 

' ,_ „ ,. ,, . , , mlttee of the Friends of Soviet Russia 

ail the prestige among the listening work-; , „ , ,, _ _ „ ... 

... . ... . t . .1. has informed the Preparatory Committee 

ers that goes with that prerogative, hopes' . , ,., ,. '„ , 

t . .!. j •■ , ,, ,_ , organizing this congress that it welcomes 

(hat the adoption of the American pro- , " , , , . . .. 

.,,,...,_.. . 4. . ■ 1 this step most warmly and intends parti- 

posals will get the "conference to begin: , ' , i , _ J „ , , *T. 

, . , ... n . ., 4.1. na ' cipating In the Congress". And on the 

work at last"; on Saturday, the Dally, H * ._ , , t f _ . ,, . 
... , ' . ,. , .. ^/ same day that it prints LItvinoY s scan- 

Worker warns its readers that those who, . , , -v n «., 

.,.,... , ... * „ dalous remarks on page one, the Dally 

mislead them to expect anything from 1 „, _, , . ... ,.? , j 

1 jo ^| Worker observes in its editorial condem- 

nation of the Hoover proposals that 



such conferences are "not simply fools' 
but "treacherous knaves seeking to be- 
tray the toiling masses". And there is 
no doubt that the Daily Worker's charac- 
terization is correct ; only, aa both the 
Forward and Litvinov say about Hoover's 
proposals, it doesn't go far enough.. . . 

But those who think that the Worker's 
vehemence of Saturday wipes out the 
disgraceful conduct of Litvinov on Fri- 
day, show a greater faith than the situa- 
tion warrants. For the Stalinists have 
barely dragged the second leg out of one 
sw.mip before the first, leg is thrust 
Into another. 

If there is anything on the scene to- 
day more pernicious — in face of the grow- 
ing danger of war — than Litvinov's dip- 



plan which supplements these poisonous 
Illusions, rounds them out : the plan for 
holding an "International Conference 
Against War", initiated by two petty 
bourgeois pacifists, Henri Barbusse and 
Itomain Rolland. Here is the appeal 
sent out by the Barbusse-Rolland "In- 
ternational Committee Against War" for 
the conference, printed in the Daily 

of 
is 



"We appeal to all men and women, ir- 
respective of their political parties, trade 
unions, cultural, political or social or- 
ganizations, to unite with us in a great 
international congress against war . . . 
We appeal to all men and women of good 
will to participate in our congress which 
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may be, the social democracy is sure to lomatic antics at Geneva, it is the new 
hasten to Its support and render it more' -•-- ------- - •■■ - 

palatable to the masses. In England, the 
executive committee of the Labour Party 
welcomed Hoover's proposals. In Hol- 
land, the Federation of Trade Unions 
appealed to the disarmament conference 
to accept the American plan. The French 
socialist leader, Leon Blum, called it 
"Simple and direct in its dwtline and 

plainly worded and fearless In Its con- Worker of June 7, without a word 
elusions". In the United States, the comment ; the emphasis throughout 
Jewish Daily Forward eulogized the ours: 
Great Engineer with the observation 
that "Hoover's plan for a signiflcant re- 
duction not only of the land army but 
also of the navy, shows that the presi- 
dent Is wholly sincere In the question 
of disarmament, although he does not go 
far enough." As we shall see In a mo- 
ment, this despicable, "statesman's" ser- 
vility before what even an intelligent 
liberal is not fooled by, is not confined 
•atirely to the social democracy. 

The official Communst organ, the 
Daly Worker does not appear to have 
any illusions aobut the significance of 
Hoover's proposals. On June 25, it 
polemizes violently against the Forward: 
facts shows that Hoover's 'disarmament' 
"The slightest acquaintance with the 
proposal is a move in the imperialist 
struggle for world domination and is 
intended to weaken Wall Street's rivals, 
while maneuvering against the Soviet 
Union. But these Forward socialists pre- 
tend to know nothing of shch things. Are 
these socialists merely mistaken fools in 
hailing all of this quackery of the presi- 
dent? Or are they simply ignorant pro- 
phets that do not understand the ways of 
the capitalist world? No! The social- 
ist party policy is consciously directed 
toward supporting tiie covering up o£ the 
war moves of the imperialists. It iS 
their role to bind the toiling masses to 
the war chariots of the Imperialist war- 
mongers, and to represent all the pacifist 
swindles of the 'disarmament' conferences 
as genuine . . . The people who are mis. 
leading the workers to expect peace from 
the reactionary governments and their 
conferences are not simply fools. They 
are treacherous knaves seeking to betray 
the toiling masses into a new world 
slaughter." (Our emphasis). 

Not bad, what? Stoutly spoken ! Only, 
virtually every word of condemnation 
uttered against the Forward applies to 
the statement made by Litvinov, the So- 
viet spokesman at Geneva, and printed 
in the Daily Worker exactly 24 hours it 
published the quoted phillipic against 
the Forward! Carefully compare what 
the Forward said about the Hoover pro- 
posals with the following quotation from 
a special officially cabled report in the 
Daily Worker of June 24: 

LITVINOV WELCOMES 
THE U. S. PLAN 

"Referring to the American proposals 
he (Litvinov) declared he welcomed the 
essentials of the proposals made by the 
American delegation because in part they 
tend in the same direction as the Soviet 
proposals which were previously present- 
ed here without securing support. He 
welcomed the proposals, he said, because 
they contained several Important princi- 
ples put forward by the Soviet delega. 
tion In the preparatory disarmament com. 
mission and at the conference. These 
Include the method of proportional reduc- 
tion of armaments, while maintaining re. 
lative straigtti. The American proposals, 
however, contain points deviating from 
the Soviet proposals (even the Forward 
says Hoover does not go far enough! S.) i 
and must be made the object of public j 
discussion. He said he would deal with ! 
these points later In detail when the 
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"Against this international conference 
of disarmament swindlers, the working 
class must set up their own internation- 
al united front and participate in the 
International Conference Against Imper- 
ialist War called at Geneva on August 
1." 

Isn't there something sinister about 
this whole business? The threat of im- 
perialist war does hover darkly over the 
world now. In Manchuria, a State of 
war actually exists. A Fascist victory in 
Germany brings with it, almost automa- 
tically, a black crusade against the So- 
viets. But the Communist International 
and the Red International of Labor Un- 
ions have not uttered a single word cm 
the matter, not a single manifesto, not a 
single appeal in their own names. In 
this crucial hour, the working class lis- 
tens in vain for a word of guidance from 
the center of the organized world rev- 
olutionary movement. Hut behind the 
scenes, the Comintern does organize a 
masquerade under the names of con- 
fused and consequently dangerous paci- 
fists and proclaims through ifs national 
sections as the working class united front 
against imperialism! 



Questions on China 

The Stalinist press continues to re- 
port that a Soviet republic has been 
established in the southern part of China. 
It prints maps showing the extensive 
areas under the control of the Soviets. 
It gives figures varying from 70,000,000 
to 90,000,000 for the people living under 
Soviet control. It has reported the first 
Congress of the Chinese Soviets at which 
a constitution was adopted and a govern- 
ment and officials elected. 

If this is so, may we be permitted 
some questions which would seem to be 
to the point? 

Why hasn't the Union of Socialist So- 
viet Republics granted diplomatic recog- 
nition to the Chinese Soviets? 

If not diplomatic recognition, then 
why have no other official relations been 
established between the two Soviet re- 
publics? 

The Nanking government of Chiang 
Kai-Shek and Co., which claims jurisdic- 
tion over the territory that the Stalin- 
ists called the Chinese Soviets, is talk- 
ing about opening negolations with the 
U. S. S. R. for the resumption of dip- 
lomatic relations. Will the U. S. S. R. 
recognize Nanking as the Chinese gov- 
ernment without granting any recogni- 
tion to "Soviet China"? 



A New Turn in the T.U.U.L 



MILITANT BUILDERS 



We're back after a week's absence, hot 
foot after subs. That's the way to keep 
the paper going as a weekly and to build 
it up. Right now Militant Builders have 
a great offer to make to prospective sub. 
scribers i copy of Problems of the Chi- 
nese Revolution with a year's sub for 
only fifty cents, that is only half price. 

And for Militant Builders themselves 
the Incentive we offered some time ago 



still stands, of course: a free Bound Vol- 
ume of comrade Trotsky's pamphlet»j olutlouary upsurge" and moves to the 



The resolution of the eighth session of 
the Central Council of the R. I. L. U. 
dealing with the T. U. U. L. (Jane, 
Labor Unity), informs us that we "have 
not yet learned to work among the 
masses". We have "isolated ourselves." 
And it adds: "However, the lagging be- 
hind in organization and leadership of 
mass unemployment is still too great." 

The reason the American Centrists 
"have not yet learned to work among 
the masses", "are isolated", are 'lagging 
behind", Is because they have attempted 
to carry out the 'third period" policy. 
The resolution dismisses its own mis- 
takes with the above and then reaffirm* 
the tactic of the united front "from be- 
low" and the theory of "social Fascism." 

Another New Turn 

The resolution presents a "new turn" 
on working in the A. P. of L., and in 
the reorganization of the T. U. U. L. on 
(he factory basis It is essential for us 
to investigate this new turn to see if 
it is a step forward or a mere side step- 
ping and an attempt to veil the third 
period wreckage without drawing any 
consequences. 

At the beginning of the crisis, Centr- 
ists informed us that reformism was de- 
clining and that the A. F. of L. was on 
its last lap. This new situation called 
for the building of a new trade union 
center, using as a basis the Left wing 
of the A. F. of L., and what other Out- 
side contacts we had. At that time, the 
party said, "A revolutionary upsurge 
In America is evident by the growing 
unemployment demonstrations, etc." "A 
revolutionary upsurge grips the working 
masses, opens the road to the Commun- 
ist party for their organization and for 
leading these masses to struggle." (Theses 
of the 7th Convention of the C. P., page 
8.) 

After three years of a deepening crisis, 
the party discards Its formula o( "rev- 



A MASQUERADE 
OF STALINSM 

The Communist International does not 
take the initiative in mobilizing th» 
workers against the war danger. No, it 
leaves that to Barbusse, the advocate of 
socialist-Communist fusion ; to Rolland, 
as great a writer as he is a poor poli- 
tician, or none at all ; to Heinrich Mann, 
about whom the same may be said; W 
Albert Einstein, who is undoubtedly a 
great scientist; to H. G. Wells, the social 
chauvinist of 1914; and more of the 
same type. Is there any reason to doubt 
that such a conference will attract to 
itself all the politicians, adventurers, 
petty bourgeois socialists and semi-social- 
ists who figured in the various congresses 
of the "Anti-Imperialist League" and the 
"Auj, r lojilusslan Committee, who thereby 
refreshed their reputations at the springs 
of Stalinism, gained a new hold on the 
masses slipping out of their hands, and 
this mounted to the top again? 

Is it any wonder that the organ of 
bewildered petty bourgeois liberalism, 
the New Republic, should hail such a 
conference? "It is heartening to learn 
that a peace movement is being Btarted 
along uew lines. An international com- 
mittee headed by Henri Barbusse . . . 
will try to initiate nothing less than a 
general war against war, a campaign to 
be waged on all fronts by every appeal 
to public opinion. This is a time, more- 
over, when such an appeal might be de- 
cisive." (June 29, 1032.) 

The Daily Worker attacks the New Re. 
public as "pacifist muddleheads . . . dan- 
gerous enemies of the struggle against 
imperialist war", but it takes care not 
to mention by a word the liberal endorse- 
ment of the Barbusse conference ! -Why 
should the New Republic be attacked? 
It belongs with Barbusse, properly 
speaking. But what business have the 
Communists in Geneva, unless they go 
there to blow up the Barbusse confer- 
ence, as Lenin advised the Comintern to 
do with the Hague pacifist congress in 
1922? 

With the launching and endorsement 
of the Barusse swindle, the Comintern 
Is floundering In a treacherous swamp or 
its own creation. It is inserting Iself 8b 
a link in a strangulating pacifist chain 
which includes the liberal phrase-mon- 
gers, the social patriots and Hoover. It 
is forcing the Communist movement to 
pass once more through the disastrous 
experience of the Kuo Min Tang policy, 
of the Anglo-Russian Committee debacle, 
of an enlarged, and all the more pernici- 
ous, edition of the Anti-Imperialist Lea- 
gue of Muenzenberg, Chiang Kai-Shek, 
Calles, .Ledebour, Maxton and Co. For 
yesterday's August of putschist adventur. 
Ism, It is turning to an August 1 at 
Geneva, a masquerade of opportunism 
and— to use the exact term of the Dally 
Worker— betrayal. 

This "now turn" to the Right In 
Stalinist policy, half- concealed though 
it is, reveals that the world crisis Is 
bringing with it a new crisis in. Centrism, 
far-reachng in its consequences. The 
Communist workers must prepare to deal 
with It in the Leninist way. — M. 8. 



with four dollars In subs other than their 
own. A number of comrades have al- 
ready won these premiums and a num- 
ber of comrades are on the way to win- 
ning them. Our supply is smell and 
dwindling. Comrades who expect to win 
a copy had better step on it. 

Can we get subs? You bet we can. A 
little effort and the trick is done. W» 
have an Inexhaustible reservoir from 
which to draw— the entire working class. 
To be sure we do not expect to get the 
working class as subscribers, all at one 
blow, nor in one week. But slowly at 
first and at an ever accelerated tempo 
we expect to get a large percentage of 
it in our subscription list. That is our 
perspective. That must be the perspec- 
tive of every Militant Builder. How well 
we will accomplish our task the weekly 
record of the staff will show. 

Figures quoted below are in dollars : 



O. Coover 
M. Beardslee 
C. R. Hedlund 
M. Koehler 
A. Basky 
J. Scott 
M. Basin 
P. Vomas 
J. Eichna 
C. Curtis 
A. Enrich 
M. Relnl 
J. Keller 
W. Kitt 
A. Brown 
M. Sterling 
It. Craine 
M. Gomberg 
H. Rross 
M. Geidman 

The record by branches: 
New York 
Minneapolis 
Cleveland 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
Youngstown 
Chicago 
St. Louis 
Kansas City 
Miscellaneous 
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Right in the election campaign and trad* 
union activity. The resolution says, 
"Recent experience has already shown 
the need for carrying on work not only 
in those industries where there are no 
parallel revolutionary unions but also in 
those A. F. of L. unions which are par* 
allel to the T. U. U. L. unions". 

According to the Centrist, "Recent ex- 
perience has already shown the need for 
carrying on work," in reactionary un- 
ions. Only recent experience? Lenin's 
theses and all the experience that went 
with it and followed it are of no value. 
Only recent experiences. The formula- 
tion should be: "The mistakes flowing 
from the 'third period' tactics as recent 
experiences already have proved, point 
to the need of carrying on work In re- 
actionary unions." 

Centrism now speaks of working In 
reactionary unions but its organizational 
tactics continue to block the door to 
that. Sooner or later they will again 
ask why they don't have any success witk 
this Leninist tactic of working in reac- 
tionary unions? And again they will In- 
form us : the line was correct but it was 
not carried out. If Centrism had car- 
ried out the Leninist concept of work In 
reactionary unions and the United Front 
three years ago we would now be carry- 
ing on the class struggle at a much 
higher level. 

The Factory Basis 

The new turn calls for the "reorgani- 
zation of the T. U. U. L. unions on the 
factory basis." Let us consider the 
factory basis" in the light of the trade 
union program. The Communist League 
of America says the organization of the 
unorganized into new industrial unions 
is the central industrial task of the 
Communists in America. In order to 
carry out this task we must coordinate 
it with the supplementary activity of 



working in reacionary unions regardless 
of any momentary domination of one or 
the oilier phase of the work. Such is 
our line of march. Does !hc resolution 
of the Sixth Session dealing with Amer- 
ica point out (his line of march? No. 
Instead, we have as the main task the 
reorganization on the factory basis. 
Presented as it is, at this stage of "iso- 
lation", of "'lagging behind", etc., a re- 
organization which is not proiieriy link- 
ed with the agitation for the building 
of new industrial unions, results in scat- 
tering our forces rather than in uniting 
them. 

The tactics of Centrism since the "third 
period" have played into Hie hands of the 
reformists and syiidicali.-ts and now 
instead of facing the issue of new in- 
dustrial unions as Communists, the Stal- 
inists try to sidestep it. 

The organization of the unorganized 
into industrial unions can be accom. 
plished only by Communist leadership In 
this stage of capitalism. American im- 
perialism cannot be defeated unless the 
Communist party and the class have suit- 
able organizations as weapons to destroy 
capitalism. The American Soviets will 
bis the determining orpins for the Com- 
munists. The building of industrial un- 
ions will pave Ihe way for the American 
dictatorship of the proletariat through 
the Soviets. 

In organizing industrial unions, the 
mine, mill or factory makes up the basic 
unit and the chain throughout the. in- 
dustry constitutes the industrial union. 
The logical development of the Indus, 
trial union has this structure. The Stalin- 
ists now emphasize the factory unit ex- 
clusively without regarding the problem 
of the industrial union as a whole. If 
we do not organize the decisive section 
of the Industrial union as a whole, we 
will not defeat the bosses. 

In Preparation foi* the Offensive 

In the present downward curve of the 
standard of living and wages, separate, 
heroic factory or mill flglits, here and 
there are able to prevent wage cuts and 
even increase wages, but this kind of 
isolated activity will not be able to 
transform the downward curve Into a 
workers' offensive. Only powerful indus- 
trial unions under Communist leadership 
will be able to smash into the capitalist 
ranks. 

The agitation and activity for the or- 
ganizat.on of the unorganized into indus- 
trial unions Includes the agitation for 
the mine, mill or factory unit. To talk 
of reorganizing on the factory basis and 
forget the elementary agitation for in- 
dustrial unions is to put the cart before 
the horse. The organisation of the in- 
dustrial unions will he realized by build- 
ing upward with the factory as a basis. 

Regardless of what blunders Centrism 
lias committed, Its hope fo find a way 
out by the mechanical desire of reorgan- 
izing on the factory basis will not solve 
the problem if it leaves untouched the 
colossal errors of the past. The Com- 
munists can only win by organizing the 
unorganized on the basis of industrial 
unions (whieh includes the "factory 
basis") Not the organization of indus- 
trial unions by syndicalists „r socialists 
but by Communists. 

The Communist must agitate primarily 
for the organization of the unorganized 
into indudstrial unions. The Commun- 
ists must explain the difference between 
the craft unions, and the Industrial un- 
ions. The socialists and the syndicalists 
are not capable of explaining industrial 
unionism from a Marxian standpoint. 
Only the Communists can give a Marxian 
explanation for industrial unions and 
their role In reaction, in revolution and 
under the Dictatorship of the Proletariat. 
This Is the task of the Communists today! 

— H. O. 
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WHAT NEXT? 

What next In our campaign to publish 
the works of the outstanding teachers and 
leaders of the international revolutionary 
movement will be WHAT NEXT? by 
Leon Trotsky. As our readers know, 
this latest work by comrade Trotsky 
deals with the present situation in Ger- 
many. 

Because of its timeliness, Its Import- 
ance for an understanding of the situa- 
tion there, and its great propaganda 
value as an instrument to change the 
incorrect line of the C. P. G. »nd the 
C. I. In Germany we are rushing It as 
fast as yon can. We can say now de- 
finitely that it will be OFT THE PRESS 
AUGUST 1. 

R will sell for fifty cents in paper 
cover and a dollar in cloth. All our 
readers, comrades and sympathizers 
should order their conies now. 

All eyes are on Germany now. The 
decisive moment Is approaching. Events 
are moving swiftly to their climax. In- 
terest in the situation is intense. The 
entire edition should go in no time. We 
should be busy now working up interest 
in this book. 

BOUND VOLUMES 

We still have a number of the bound 
volumes of comrade Trotsky's pamphlets 
containing those that are out of print 
and unobtainable otherwise. In a few 
short weeks we will have to announce 
that these are all gone, for there were 
only a few dozen bound In the first place. 
So we meant when we advise that com- 
rades who want these bound volumes 
should order them at once. 
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REVOLUTION 

BY LEON TROTSKY 



These 4;~i0 pages of analysis and record 
of the revolution and counter-revolution 
in China since 3i)2!i, offer the first in- 
tegral Marxian presentation of one of 
the greatest movements in modern times. 
The views of the Left Opposition are 
give here fnor the first time in system- 
atic, elaborated form, side-by-side with a 
stinging criticism of the catastrophic 
course pursued by Stalin and Rueharin. 
The suppressed writings of Trotsky are 
found here for the first time in English, 
together with appeudiees by Zinoviev, 
Vuyovitch. Nassunov and others. 



Cloth Bound 



$1.50 



Paper Bound 



$1.00 



Special Offer 

A one year subscription to the Militant is $200 A paper 
bound copy of Trotsky's book Is $1.00. By speical arrange- 
ment, you can get both of them for only $2.50-«ffer vam 
only for the summer months. 
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The Spanish Opposition Conference 



MADRID, SPAIN.— 

A new stage in the life of the Spanish 
Communist Left Opposition (which has 
since adopted the name Spanish Com- 
munist Left) has begun with the Third 
National Conference. The decisions ad- 
opted envisage the going over of the or- 
ganization from the stage of organic 
for mat ion and propaganda, which obtain- 
ed up to the date of the Conference, to 
a position of activity and direct interven- 
tion in tlie social and political strug- 
gles of the Spanish proletariat. FOE this 
purpose it was necessary to establish an 
organ of struggle in the form of El 
Sonet which has reappeared with re- 
doubled combativlty. 

The intervention of the Communist 
Left Opposition in the workers' strug- 
gles of course drew in its wake, as was 
to be expected, an accentuation of the 
governmental reprisals against our best 
militants. The reprisals were not late 
in coming and have showed that tae 
bourgeoisie has a clear idea as to what 
our organization is and represents and 
as to how dangerous the working class 
can become under the leadership of the 
authentic Bolsheviks. 

The Police and ttie Conference 

The conference in itself had the great 
pleasure of mobilizing the police of the 
republic against itself. It was only na- 
tural that although our organization did 
not participate very actively and per- 
sistently as an organization in the var- 
ious political movements (although Iti 
militants have always been in the front 
ranks of the revolutionary struggle) 
our Conference very seriously dis- 
turbed the police of the republic. They 
were afraid, no doubt that there would 
be a representative of Trotsky and thej 
mobilized the whole guard to snoop him 
out and to arrest him. Fortunately, our 
comrades delegates from the Internation 
al Secretariat are not Stalinists to pre- 
occupy themselves more with the uproar 
that their arrests may produce than with 
the execution of the mission that the 
organization had entrusted to them. Out 
comrades came to our National Confer, 
ence as representatives of the French Op. 
position and the International Secretariat 
and were interested in fulfilling their 
duties. And they accomplished their 
task, notwithstanding the strict vigil- 
ance of the Direction General de Seguri 
dad (police). They participated in the 
sessions of the Conference whenever they 
considered It necessary. The vigilance 
of the police was a clear indication of 
the beginning of a chapter of reprisals 
against us. The police held watch, try- 
ing to find out the attitude of our organ- 
ization. Up till a short time ago, we had 
in Spain a small nucleus of comrades 
who defended the ideas of Bolshevism 
with great vigor, criticizing the mistakes 
of the party, a matter which was of 
little consequence to the police. But 
since then we have started to transform 
ourselves into a serious force— and the 
Conference was proof of that. We have 
begun to take on the character of a 
formidable organization, we have laid 
the basis of the organization, which con- 
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stituted at the time of the Conference, 
about 1,000 militants, prepared and dis- 
ciplined in the struggle. Our conference 
decided to mobilize this force, to set it 
in motion. 

Governmental Repression 

The present governmental reprisals do 
no.t, therefore, take us by surprise. On 
the contrary, it was to be expected and 
it is logical that this should happen. The 
Stalinist bureaucrats can now, if thej 
wish, bandy about accusations and calu- 
mnies of "counter-revolutionary Trotsky- 
ism". Neither the working class, nor the 
members of the party will believe them. 
The Communist Left Opposition is in the 
vanguard of the revolution, it functions 
as such and suffers the heaviest blows 
of the repression. Arrests follow one af- 
ter the other. Our comrades pass inces- 
santly through the mill of prisons and 
police stations in Spain. Our press is 
continually being censored and sup- 
pressed by the police. The case of our 
weekly EI Soviet is symptomatic of this 
fact. 

After the Conference, we succeeded In 
publishing four issues of our weekly 
and all four issues were censored and 
suppressed by the police. Thanks to the 
ability of our comrades and their pre- 
paration for illegal work, we have able 
to save part of the copies, but we can 
see their determined intention in all this 
to destroy our organization by every 
possible means. Since our economic re- 
sources are very limited (something that 
the Spanish police is well aware of) they 
are trying to crush us with this method 
and adding to this the Imprisonment of 
the responsible comrades of our organi- 
zations. The police knows very well 
what is going on. It is not for nothing 
that a Spanish policeman has recently 
written a book about Communism in 
Spain, a book that is recommended for 
all the Spanish police to read, to guide 
them in carrying out their functions, in 
which it says literally that the most 
capable and most dangerous militants 
(keep in mind what the word "danger- 
ous" means for the police) belong to the 
Communist Left Opposition of Spain. 

El Soviet is suppressed, arrests are 
made tor merely selling it in the streets. 
Our comrades of Seville almost live in 
the fortress of Puerto de Santa Maria, 
to which they were sent only for selling 
our weekly. It Is a case without prece- 
dent in Spain. Not even during the dic- 
tatorship of Primo de Rivera were pris. 
oners transferred from prison to fortress, 
when arrested only on government or- 
ders, without a tial and without any 
justification by the police for the ar- 
rests. More than 80 comrades of our 
organization have gone through the Jails 
of the republic since our National Con- 
ference alone, some of them had the 
"good fortune" to be arrested twice or 
three times. 

The Opposition's Growth 

But our organization has been inured 
to hardships in the light. It grows and 
develops in quality as well as in quan- 
tity. It is a hard test and purifies our 
ranks of accidental and cowardly ele- 
ments, but brings to our side other ele. 
ments, more combative, real fighters who 
formerly were somewhat misled by the 
calumnies of the Stalinist bureaucracy 
and had believed that we were really 
counter- revolutionists and insignificant 
But in this respect, the congress of the 
official Communist party, helH shortly 
before our National Conference could 
not be excelled by any better advertise- 
ment for us. Without "counter- revolu- 
tionary Trotskyism" the congress of the 
Stalinized Spanish party would not have 
had anything to discuss, or nothing was 
discussed there except calumnies against 
us. The honest Communist militants 
who did not know anything about "Trot- 
skyism" .who had heard only some fan- 
tastic and slanderous remarks about the 
"Trotskyista" began to think more ser- 
iously about us. Since then, they have 
been able to see in practise what we are 



and how we work. They have under- 
stood us and have come to us. Elements 
who had attacked the Communist Left 
Opposition at the party congress with- 
out knowing what it stood for, now come 
to us. Police repression grows parallel 
with the adherence of new elements to 
our banner. And so, the reprisals, In- 
stead of destroying our organization, 
fortify it organically. There are exam., 
pies to prove this. In EstremaduTa, at 
the time of the Conference, we had about 
a hundred comrades. Now we have more 
than three hundred. In Salamanca we 
had about fifty. Now we have more than 
a hundred in several groups. The same 
thing holds true for Galicia and other 
places. 

Our organization has learned to stand 
the test, because it is composed of real 
Bolsheviks, many of them old militants, 
tested in the active struggle. Our or- 
ganization now is a genuine Communist 
party, destined to play a highly impor- 



tant role in the Spanish labor move- 
ment. While the other working class or. 
ganlzations are becoming demoralized 
and begin to disintegrate, while the de- 
pression in the labor movement is be- 
coming accentuated and the C- N. T. is 
going through a sharp crisis and the 
Commanist party witnesses detections 
from Its ranks in great numbers — our 
organization continues to grow and to 
increase its activities. But we also are 
going through a crisis, an economic crisis 
which obstructs oor action. The great 
majority of our comrades are' unemploy- 
ed. Our groups, in increasing their 
membership, also increase their local 
needs, and therefore their support of the 
Executive Committee from the economic 
point of view, is more feeble than before. 

Trie Spanish Communist Left has be- 
fore It a great revolutionary future of 
which it must not fail to take advantage. 
But it also has enormous responsibilities, 
a perspective of titanic struggle with all 
its consequences. As the proletarian 
vanguard, it will know how to fulfill its 
Madrid, June 20, 1932. 
duty. —HENRI LACROIX. 



Spanish Opposition Youth Makes Appeal 



The National Youth Committee has 
considered the letter of our Spanish 
youth comrades and decided to appeal 
for funds to aid them in the publica- 
tion of the contemplated magazine,! 
Joven Espartaco. We pledge ourselves to| 
raise twenty-five dollars for the drive 
and are theefoer appeaing to our com-r 
rades and sympathizers to aid the Span- 
ish comrades in their valiant efforts to 
establish a Left Communist youth paper 
In Spain. Now is the time to display a 
bit of real internationalism. Make your 
donations as soon as possible. Every 
little bit will help. Send all contribu- 
tions to: 

Albert Glotzer, Secretary, 
The National Youth Committee, 

84 East 10th Street, 

New York, N. Y. 
♦ ♦ ♦ 
To the National Youth Committee, 
Communist League of America CO.): 
Dear Comrades: 

We have started to organize the youth 
sections of the Left Opposition. At the 
present time we have numerous groups 
In Madrid, Barcelona, Cadiz, Sevllla. 
Salonica, Aslllero, Sama de Langero, 
Lugo, Gijon, Oviedo, Maguilla (Bodajoz) 
etc. In the organ of the Left Opposi- 
ion starting with the next issue, we 
will begin to publish our page, The Young 
Soviet. But the big progress achieved 
in the organization of youth sections of 
the Left Opposition obliges us to break 
with the small and narrow frame of a 
monthly page and to widdta our sphere 
of activities with the publication of a 
16-page magazine. The publication of 
the magazine which will be a monthly, 
will permit us to come In more close 
contact with the working youth in gener- 
al and the young communists in parti- 
cular. But this imposes big economic 
sacrifices upon us. The situation of the 
young workers, due to the deep crisis 
that Spain is going through, is desperate. 
For the publication of our magazine we 
need 300 pesetas. We are counting upon 
your help and for this we are sending a 
subscription list. In assuring the first 
issue, for which we need to collect 300 
pesetas, the magazine will be able to 
live on its own account and its publica- 
tion for the future will also be assured. 
,We await material that you will send 
for publication in the magazine which 
will be called joven Esparaiaco (Young 
Spartacus), not only informatory articles 
about the life of the working youth in 
America and of the young communists, 
but also articles of collaboration. We 
will do likewise; for which purpose the 
National Committee of the youth dele, 
gated comrade Eugenio F. Granell. We 
await also the names of three or foui> 
comrades to be included in our list of 
collaborators. 



We urge you to reply to our appeal for 
financial aid as soon as possible so that 
we shall be able to publish Joven Espar- 
tac« immediately. 

With fraternal and Communist 
greetings, 
For the National Committee 
of the Left Communist Op- 
position Youth of Spain. 
—EUGENIO F. GRANELL. 



With the Food Work 



ers 



In a recent issue of The Militant we 
pointed out that the maneuver of the 
Trade Union Unity Council to take the 
co-op camps out of the hands of the 
union was a scheme to force a wage cut 
Events have fully confirmed our fore- 
cast. 

About two months ago a proposal was 
made to the leading food workers frac- 
tion of the Communist party by the T. 
U. U. C. that the work at the Co-op 
camps this year would be on a volun- 
tary basis. The leading fraction, how- 
ever, emphatically, rejected the proposal 
and appointed a committee to interview 
Browder, the secretary of the party and 
erplain to him the disastrous consequ- 
ences that would result to the Food 
Workers Industrial Union from the de- 
cision. 

A Bureaucratic Reply 

Bureaucrat Browder replied to the 
committee's arguments with an attack 
on the food workers. He charged the 
union with ruining the camps by insist- 
ing on a union wage scale ; that the 
food workers were as bad as the printers 
who were sucking the life-blood out of 
the Daily Worker, Browder was merely 
repeating the arguments of the camp 
managers who for years have agitated 
for the open shop, while the managers 
were drawing over $50 a week in salar- 
ies along with board and room for their 
families. 

After the tussle with Browder, the 
Central Committee of the party handed 
down another decree to the union In the 
form of a wage cut. And what a slash! 



A Letter from China 



I write you this letter in the hope 
that it will be published in the Militant. 
It will at least show the general move- 
ment of the Chinese Opposition during 
this year. 

At the outset, there were three fac- 
tions. Of course, each of them bore the 
banner of comrade Trotsky. They were 
"The Proletarian", "The October", and 
"Our Word". But after receiving the 
proposals of comrade Trotsky, all these 
were at once united together to form a 
strong organization. 

Unfortunately, the terror was immedi- 
ately launched against our united organi- 
zation. At first, we lost our central pro- 
paganda bureau, organizer, and nearly 
all the members of the Central Commit- 
tee to the White terrorism of the Kuo 
Min Tang, the ruling class of China. 
The second time, one of our district sec- 
retaries and several worker-comrades 
were imprisoned. The last time, the 
Hong-Kong organ of the Opposition was 
smashed by British Imperialism and the 
Canton government. 

But we 'are still at work. The fiercer 
the White Terror, the wider our ranks 
eitend. In Peking, Tientsin, Wuhan, 
Canton and Shanghai, we have a con- 
siderable number of comrades at work. 
Shanghai is our center and everything 
is proceeding more rapidly. 

Comrade C. is our central secretary 
and he is working for the movement en- 
ergetically, enjoying the trust of all our 
comrades. 

However, there have recently developed 
two views on the political situation la 
China since the Kuo Min Tang, ruling 
China, settled the Shanghai war. Our 
Central Committee contends that the 
Chinese revolutionary movement Is 
bound to grow at an uninterrupted pace 
day after day, and at the same time 
warns us not to neglect the influence of 
the Red Army. But the others oppose 
this view. They declare that the Chi- 
nese ruling class will not suffer bank- 
ruptcy so soon. The economic crisis of 
the Chinese nationalist bourgeoisie, aris- 
ing out of the Manchuria n and the 
Shanghai wars, will be gradually over- 
come. The Chinese revolutionary move- 



ment will be able to grow after a re- 
storation of the economics of the coun- 
try. I Incline to oppose the latter view. 

Furthermore, we can consider the 
Chinese Stalinist party. We all know that 
the Chinese Stalinists are always glad 
to engage In their work of division. 
Two years ago, they strove to crush 
Tsu-bekism; one year ago, they worked 
to smash the leadership of LI LI San. 
Regardless of anything else, Tsu-bekism 
and the leadership of Li Li San are what 
Stalinism was originally. Stalinism is 
incapable of advancing the general prin- 
ciples of the movement beforehand ; it 
is always engaged in "correcting" the 
errors after the fact. In a word, Stalin- 
ism is good for hunting down historical 
shadows and for burying the Chinese 
revolution. 

The Shanghai Stalinists have not. 
much work to do. If what I learn is 
right, then they are just loafing in wait 
for the Red army. But curiously enough, 
in the places where we have comrades 
working, they have some, and where we 
haven't any, they have none. They al- 
ways put the names of our comrades in 
their papers, sometimes unconscious- 
ly, but often deliberately, enable the 
police of the ruling class to jail them. 

These are certainly hard times. But 
dear comrades, I ask you not to worry. 
The Chinese revolutionary movement will 
gain its triumph in any case. The 
guidance of comrade Trotsky wlil carry 
our banner to its final victory. 

Most of the revolutionary Chinese in- 
tellectuals agree with us. They continue 
to discuss our theses, although the rul- 
ing class oppresses them cruelly. We 
have organized a literary society to help 
guide them, and comrade D.-W. and I 
bear the responsibility for It. I shall 
not write more about it ihere because it 
is too long to write about. 

My letter must stop now. But 1 hope 
you will regularly send me the Militant 
and other literary and social magazines. 
I should also be happy to receive some 
of comrade Trotsky's works, like "Lit- 
erature and Revolution". "The Perman- 
ent Revolution", etc. 
Shanghai, June 7, 1032. — Y. M. T. 



Nine Years or the Struggle or the Left Oppoiition 

The Break in the Right-Center Bloc and 
the Left Zig-zag of Stalinism 



(Continued from lust issue) 
With that Marxian penetration and 
foresight that marks out the who to 
course of the Left Opposition, it had 
forecast this very struggle long before 
it broke out. A good three years before, 
fei September 1926, Trotsky had written 
with prophetic exactitude in the Opposi- 
tion document 'On the Unity of the 
Party" : 

'The aim of all these discussions and 
conclusions leading to displacements In 
the organization, is the annihilation of 
the nucleus which, up to very recently, 
was called the old Leninist guard, and 
the substitution for it of the personal 
leadership of Stalin, leaning on a grbup 
of comrades who always agree with him. 
Only a blockhead or a hopelessly harden- 
ed bureaucrat can believe that the 
Stalinist struggle for 'the unity of the 
party' can guarantee this unity, even If 
it were only at the price of the annihila- 
tion of the former leading group and, 
in general, ot the whole present Opposi- 
tion The closer Stalin appears to be 
to this aim the farther away, in real- 
ity, he will be from It. A party leader- 
ship reduced to a single individual, which 
Is what Stalin and his group of Intimates 
call 'the unity of the party', requires for 
its establishment not only the destruc- 
tion the elimination and the decapita- 
tion of the present united Opposition, but 
also the gradual removal from tfce lead- 
ership of the most authoritative and in- 
fiuenfial representatives of the faction 
now in power.. -It is quite dear that 
neither Tomsk!. Bncbarin nor Kykov, by 



reason of their past, their moral author- 
ity, etc., are capable of placing the role, 
under Stalin's rule which devolves upon 
Uglanov, Kaganovitch, Petrovsky and con- 
sorts. To cut off the present Opposi- 
tion would mean, m fact the Inevitably 
transformation into an opposition of the 
remnants of the old group in the Cen- 
tral Committee. A new discussion would 
rise upon the agenda, during which Kag- 
anovltch would expose Rykov, Uglanov 
would do as much with Tomsky, while 
the Slepkovs, Stalin and Co. would lash 
out at Bucharin. Only a blockhead can 
fail to see how inevitable this forecast! 
is. In the meantime, the more openly 
opportunist elements In the party would ' 
begin to flght Stalin as too contaminated ; 
by the 'Leftist' prejudices and for pre- 
venting too rapid and public a dewnaUd- ' 
tag." ! 

With the transposition of one or two 
names, this "Trotskyist calumny" was 
borne out some three later with almost 
mathematical precision. The three lead- | 
ers of the Right wing were presented by , 
Stalin to the "Russian party and the 
whole world as the banner-bearers ofi 
the capitalist restoration. The president 
of the Communist International, the 
head of the Soviet government, and the| 
leader of the Soviet trade unions, were, 
depleted by Stalin as the agents of the 
Thermldorian counter-revolution ! But ■ 
ft is precisely this "trio" with whom 
Stalin had for five-six years been in the 
most intimate "indissoluble" alliance 
against the Left wing of the party. If 
Stalin's indictment of the Right wing had 



any meaning at all — and It did — it wa» 
at the same time a murderous arraign- 
ment of the Centrist faction itself. For 
what pretense could it make to Bolshev- 
ism when it had admittedly been In dis- 
tinguishable solidarity for half a decade 
with restorationists? Where In all his- 
tory could an instance be found of the 
genuine revolutionary tendency having 
been in an inseparable bloc with another 
tendency which, within virtually twenty- 
four hours, proved to be the champion 
of black reaction? 

Given the fact that both sections of 
the leadership had a common principle 
basis, given the fact that to cut off 
the Right wing Stalin had te> borrow 
copiously from the fdeaJogical arsenal 
of the Left Opposition (the Right wing 
did not hesitate to accuse him of "Trot- 
skyism" Just as Trotsky foretold in 
1926!) Stalin's campaign against the 
Right wing served at the same time as 
a deadly self-revelation of Centrism, and 
an Involuntary tribute to the justice of 
the whole Opposition struggle. 
The Kulak Uprising 

Let us return to the Fifteenth Con- 
gress. All its proceedings were conducted 
under the flag of denouncing the Opposi- 
tion as panic-mongers for warning 
against the growing Eulak danger. Just 
as Rykov before him had taunted the 
Opposition with the question : If the Ku- 
lak Is do dangerous why hasn't he play- 
ed us some bad tricks?— So Molotov cried 
Impatiently in December 1927 that the; 
Kulak was nothing new, that there was 
no need of alarm or of special measures 
beyond those already In force. Every- 
body "agrees" argued Molotov, who, to- 
gether with the other Stalinists, insist- 
ently minimized the magnitude of. the! 
exploiting farmers, "it exists, and there 
is no need to speak about it." 

This bureaucratic self-contentment, ■ 
turned to fury when the Opposition ! 
which did find a "need to speak about 



lit", had to be expelled, waited only 
a few brief weeks before the whole So. 
vlet Union was shaken to its base by 
a demonstration of the tremendous power 
which the Kulak had amassed all the 
while that Bucharin- Stalin-Molotov. 1 
Rykov had been covering him up from; 
Trotsky's criticisms. In January 1928, ' 
right after the congress and emboldened, 
as we have said, by their success in hav-' 
ing the Left wing cut off from the party, 
the Kulaks rose in what came to be 
known as their "bloodless uprising". 1 
Powerful and confident, they refused to 
turn over their hoarded stocks of grain' 
and. In effect, declared : Unless the Soviet 
power yields to our demands for prices 
above those fixed by the proletarian 
state we shall keep our stores and starve 
the cities the working class centers, into 
submission ! 

So effective and alarming was their 
resistance that for the first time In 
many long years, the Soviets were com- 
pelled to requisition the vitlages's grain 
by armed force. All the official philos- 
ophy of "Enrich yourselves!", the vici- 
ous self-consolation about the insignific- 
ance of the Kulak, the rabid hounding 
of the Opposition for its timely warnings, 
were now whipped to tatters by the 
sharpness of the visible realities. 

On February 15, 1928, the leading edit- 
orial of Pravda was compelled to hang 
its head and acknowledge: "The village 
proved to be perverted in a whole, 
has grown and become rich. The kulak, 
above all, has grown and become rich. 
. . . The line of our party in the vll- 
series of districts ... In our organiza- 
tions, certain element 3 alien to the party 
have grown up in recent times, which 
see no classes in the village, which do 
not understand the foundations of our 
class policy, which strive to carry out 
the work in 'such a manner that nobody 
in the village is alientated, so that they 
live in pe&ca with the Kulak, so that. 



In general, popularity is preserved 
amongst 'all the strata'." 

What Pravda was compelled to admit 
after having violently denied the truthi 
contained therein when the Opposition 
advanced them, was only a mild exprea. 
sion for what the most advanced sections 
of the working class, despite having 
been lulled with Stalinist drugs for 
years, were now thinking. The revolu- 
tionary, class spirit which had by no 
means been entirely eliminated by the 
campaign against the Opposition, forced 
its way Into the open in spite of the 
obstacles put in its path by the bureau- 
cratic regime. It is this pressure from 
below which gave the real impulsion to 
the break-up of the hitherto solid Right- 
Center bloc. This still unclear revolt 
against the previous line of yielding to 
the capitalist elements inside and out- 
side the country, jerked the helm out 
of the hands of the Right, forced a 
change in the course and marked the 
inauguration of the subsequent zig-zag 
to ■ultra-Leftism undertaken by Stalin, 

At the same time it revealed the still 
unexhausted revolutionary forces in the 
party and the country as a whole, forces 
still at the disposal of the Marxian wing 
of the party in Its fight for a radical 
reform of the party and its course. An 
unprecedented combination of factors, 
which made possible the organizational 
crushing of the Opposition, also prevent- 
ed it from guiding these forces towards 
firm and stable ground. But on the 
basis of this Leftward current in the 
masses, the Stalinist faction opened ufc 
a new phase of its development, the 
"third period" of Its blunders on a So- 
viet and an International scale, which 
only draged the revolutionary movement 
from one rut Into another. It is to this 
stage of the struggle that the next arti- 
cle will be devoted. 

— SHACHTMAN. 



Chefs and cooks whose wages were from 
$50 to $75 a week were reduced to $12 
a week and unakllted help from $22 to 
$10. 

The Party Workers Hit Back 

The general fraction unanimously re- 
jected [his decision and elected another 
committee to take up the question with 
the Central Committee. The fraction 
condemned Browder's attitude, pointing 
out that he and the Central Committee 
were subordinating the interests of the 
union and the industrial line of the 
Party to the making of profits. 

Joseph Zaek, Lenin School graduate, 
who is in charge of the Con-coop activ- 
ities ot the T. U. L'. C, was not present 
at the general fraction meeting, due, it 
is believed, to an unpleasant experience 
he hud some time ago with the Con-Coop 
employes in the Bronx when he locked 
out the union workers because of their 
refusal to uccept a wage cut. Zack made 
a "united front from above" with the 
managers and was bitterly denounced 
by the workers. So he assigned Sam 
Welshman, former secretary of the Food 
Workers Union to tile task of braving 
the wrath of the general fraction meet- 
ing of the food workers. Weissman was 
unable to control the members so the 
meeting was adjourned until the fol- 
lowing evening when the committee was 
scheduled to report on how it tared with 
the Central Committee. 

The committee reported that the Cen- 
tral Committee refused to grant an in- 
terview, .so they decided to call on Israel 
Amter, New York .district organizer. 
Amter greeted the committee with threats 
of reprisal for daring to disagree with 
the decree handed down to them from 
the C. E. C. He also expressed his in- 
dignation over their impudence in erit- 
Iciziufi Browder, evidently acting on the 
theory that whatever quarrels bureau- 
crats may have with one another they 
must present a united front against the 
worker-Communists. 

Pointing an index finger at the door, 
Amter told the committee to scram. 
"If you don't like the decision", he roar- 
ed, -get out. There Is the door. 

When the committee made Its report, 
the members of th General Fraction were 
vigorous in protesting against the bur- 
eaucrats treatment accorded them by 
the party functionaries and renewed their 
criticisms of Browder. Then George 
Siskind appeared on the scene as the 
party representative and took the mem- 
bers for a trimming. He denounced them 
as enemies of the party and trotted out 
the well-known formula that sooner or 
later they would find themselves in the 
camp of the enemy. 

The Managers Sit Pretty 

Here we might as well insert the fact 
that while the C. B. C. was engaged In 
the "revolutionary" task of reducing the 
wages of the Co-op employees to the 
starvation point, there were two man. 
agers ill Camp Nltgedaiget alone drawing 
forty dollars a week each with room and 
board for their families thrown in, while 
the number of guests in the camp did 
not total more than twenty-five, it be- 
ing early In the season. 

On June 23, a special membership 
meeting of the cafeteria department of 
the Food Workers Union was called to 
vote on the wage cut decision. The 
party fraction was mobilized and forced 
under threats of discipline to put over 
a decision that is a disgrace to the Com- 
munist movement and a heavy blow at 
the task of organizing the workers into 
industrial unions under the leadership of 
the party. As pointed out in a previous 
article in The Militant this decision and 
others of the same kidney strengthens 
the anarchist and syndicalist elements 
who hold that the Communists are not 
interested in organizing unions to help 
the workers better their living conditions 
but use them as milch cows for the party. 
Fourteen Party members voted against 
the wage cut in defiance of the bureau- 
cracy and a considerable number ab- 
stained from voting. Now for an Inter- 
esting postcript to this wage cutting de- 
cision. After the wage cut went through, 
tho C. E. C. notified the union that its 
members would be employed at the camps 
for one week only, that is the week Of 
Jtily 4, at $1S a week. After which date 
bungalows would be rented to the guests 
and they ooold prepare their own meals. 

This sounds fishy to the members of 
the union. They wonder if this is a 
subtle maneuver to get rid of the union 
and return the cumps to the open shop 
conditions that existed prior to the or,, 
gaiiimtfoii of the industrial union. We 
urge the comrades to insist on maintain- 
ing union conditions in the camps 
whether they remain in the hands Of 
the party or are turned over to private 
enterprise. 

The whole time of the union leadership 
and a guild part of the party's time Is 
occupied with tin- co-operatives despite 
the optimistic statement made by John 
Steuben at the close of li>31 when he told 
the delegates to the convention that the 
union had made such an advance that 
it was now necessary (or the convention 
to devote only a small part of Its time 
to a discussion of the union problems in 
the co-operative institutions of the party. 

The serious situation that exists in 
the Food Workers Union- demands the 
attention of nil militants. The policy of 
organizing workers into unions so that 
they may be exploited to maintain their 
iiureauerucy, must be thrown in the gar- 
bage can. 

— FOODWORKBJR. 



Young Spartacus, official organ of the 
young comrades of the Communist League 
of America (Opposition) is cut and ready 
for distribution. All those interested In 
the paper should communicate with the 
YOUNG SPARTACUS, 84 East lfttfc St, 
New York, N, Y... 
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An Admission of Bankruptcy 



Several weeks ago, when we carried an 
article in The Militant entitled "The 
Bight Wing International on the Verge 
of Collapse", the Lovestone sheet waxed 
indignant, confounded us together with 
the genuine liars fom the Stalinist camp 
and in a feigned gesture of contemptuous 
pride, stuck out its chest— upon which, 
alas, blows are soon to pound in loud 
repentance, . . . 

A Damaging Admission 

Three weeks later— we can hardly be- 
lieve our eyes— the columns of the 
Workers' Age itself carry statements to 
this effect: "The International Commun- 
ist Opposition (read: the International 
Right wing— Ed. >, considered as a pol- 
itical unity, as a cohesive, smoothly func- 
tionary international faction in the C. I. 
has failed to measure up to the tasks 
which the situation in the world labor 
movement and In the Comintern has 
placed before it. The International Com- 
munist Opposition (read: the Right wing 
— Ed.) today is in a serious crisis, poli- 
tical as well as organization" (^Workers' 
Age, June 25.) 

But even more damning than these ad- 
missions, watch the Bight wing leaders 
are forced to make before their alarmed 
and awakening rank and die, is their 
confession that there never actually was 
anything like an organized international 
Right wing. The "Resolution on the 
International Conference", from which the 
above passage was quoted, tells us that 
"except for the transmission of corres- 
pondence between the various groups, 
the international Center has hardly func- 
tioned." (!) That this was the case all 
along we have never doubted and we 
have more than once pointed out that 
the Itight wing were merely drawing 
thereby the logical practical conclusions 
flowing f.rom the theory of socialism in 
one country. 

The "Besolution on the International 
Conference" is Lovestone's Declaration 
of Bankruptcy. Been in the light of re- 
cent developments, it represents an at. 
tempt of Lovestone to square himself 
with his taskmasters of tomorrow by 
cutting himself away from his allies of 
today. 

"The chief manifestations of this crisis 
. . . ", the resolution says, "Is the fact 
that the substantial unanimity in prin- 
ciples (?) upon which it (the Bight wing 
international— Ed. ) was built up has now 
to a considerable extent been reduced to) 
merely agreement on tactical questions". 

Here we have, then, on black and 
white, an avowal from the lips of Love- 
stone himself that his international alli- 
ance has no principle basis. But— there 
remains the basis of agreements on tac- 
tical questions. What tactical questions? 
Is It the tactical question of reform of 
the Communist internaional or the esta- 
blishment of a new International? His 
resolution itself tells us that "There are 
some (Swedish Opposition) who regard 
the present crisis In the world Communist 
movement as essentially incurable on the 
basis of the rehabilitation of the exist, 
ing Communist International. . . ." 

Is it the tactical question on how to 
negotiate for readmtssion into the Com- 
munist International? Let us see. While 
Lovestone carries on negotiations with 
Comintern representatives in America, 
his erstwhile allies, in Germany, the 
Brandlerites, write in their resolution : 
Brnndler's View 

"The International Communist Opposi- 
tion (Right wing— Ed.) and the organi- 
zations belonging to it reject the maneu- 
vers of the officials of the C. I. and their 
sectors in approaching individual na- 
tional organizations, local groups or in- 
dividual members for the purpose of re- 
joining, so far as to play them off against 
one another". (Gegen den Strom, June 
18, 1932). This declaration on the part 
of the Brandlerites gives the lie, by the 
way, to the Lovestones contention, In 
their "answer" to us referred to above, 
that "the unify moves . . . which the 
C. P. Majority Group (Lovestoneites) 
have made, have been made with the 
full knowledge an approval of the Ger- 
man Opposition (Brandlerites) . . . " 
Workers' Age, May 21). But this is just 



another typical trick of the Lovestone 
fakers and does not surprise anyone who 
knows them. Lovestone pulled his fol- 
lowers into the Brandlerist camp in the 
dark of night. There Is no reason why 
he should be expected to pull them out of 
it by any different methods. 

Is it perhaps, we ask ourselves in ex- 
haustion, the tactical question of the 
attitude towards the Left Opposition that 
the Right wingers agree on. Even there, 
no agreement exists. The Lovestone re- 
solution tells us : 

"In general, only a few of the Opposi- 
tion groups have worked out a definite 
viewpoint on the question of Trotskyism". 
But it does admit that "in the now-ex, 
peiled minority of the German Opposi- 
tion and In the group around Neurath in 
the Czech Opposition, definitive and 
avowed Trotskylst tendencies have be- 
come manifest". He merely forgets to 
mention that the reason why "only a 
few of the Opposition groups have work- 
ed out a definite viewpoint on the ques- 
tion of Trotskyism" is that they are not 
quite safe with their rank and file on" 
this point. 

Finally, the resolution informs us, 
"There is not sufficient agreement, on the 
question of Centrism (the Left wing re- 
formists) and the relations of the Op- 
position towards it ... In the discussion 
which arose in the International Com- 
munist Opposition (Bight wing), the ex- 
istence of certain unclarity on and even 
toleration of ce:ttrism in a number of 
Opposition gfosps become visible." 

The fact that Centrism has been tol- 
erated In a number of groups with which 
tie has been associated for nearly two 
years does not, however, restrain Love- 
stone from giving the following, alto- 
gether baseless, estimate of the relation- 
ship between the Left Opposition and 
Centrism. 

A Right Wing Lie 

"... Trotsky himself has Initiated 
a deliberate policy of political rapproch- 
ement (sic) with the Centrist organiza- 
tions, a move generally welcomed by the 
latter. It Is not an altogether unfamiliar 
role for Trotsky to play as the crystal- 
Izing force for various Centrist teneneies 
as a grouping. The political platform of 
this new Trotskyist alliance can be clearly 
seen from recent developments (which de- 
velopments?) : Trotsky lends the Centr- 
ists the much needed mantle of revolu- 
tionary integrity, while they agree to 
operate as the West European supports 
of the Trotsky faction in the C. P. S. U. 

Truly conceived according the tradi- 
tional Lovestoneite horse-trade crlteron. 
But comrade Trotsky and the Russian 
Opposition will thank Lovestone very 
kindly for this very Lovestonlsh "pol- 
itical platform" and remind him that 
we — the Left Opposition have got an 
International Center and that it does 
function and not only "for the transmis- 
sion of correspondence between the var- 
ious groups." 

» • * * 

The only thing that stands out clearly 
In this confused, equivocal, characterls. 
ticaliy opportunist "Resolution on the 
International Conference" is the resump- 
tion by Lovestone of the fight with all 
the necessary flourishes, aganst — -"coun- 
ter-revolutionary Trotskyism", in this 
document, still — the "counter-revolution- 
ary phase of Trostkyism". The hazy 
charges of "Thermidorian accusations of 
Trotskyism against the Soviet State and 
the C. P. S. U.". with which the Right 
wing fishermen hope to hook their rank 
and file bait. The talk about our "scep- 
ticism as to the possibilities of socialist 
construction (!) in he U. S. S. R.— is 
beneath reply. And so on. 

Lovestone must Ingratiate himself once 
more with the top sergeants of the Stalin 
faction. There is no better way for him 
to do this, there is nothing more palat- 
able of flattering for these subaltern^ In 
the cloaks of generals than sustenance 
in the fight against Trotskyism. And 
Lovestone is an expert in this. 

The negotiations for the re-establish- 
ment of the Right-Center bloc are going 
on full blast. The Bight wing Is toppl- 
ing over. No time must be lost. 



And so Lovestone makes haste, digs 
up his old clothes— -"principles" and 
"tactics"— rushes over to the pawnshop 
of Uncle Stalin, gets the pure coin of a 
new assignment in the fight against 
"Trotskyism' and a new lease of political 
life for himself. But these are hard 
times. And who knows how long this 
coin will last? 

—SAM GORDON. 



Smash Hitler Now 

(Continued from page 1) 
united front of the Communist party 
with the Social Democratic Party and 
the reformist trade unions, are still be- 
ing taken half-heartedly and in a dis- 
torted maimer. But a start has been 
made. 

A Complete Revision Needed 
If matters are to rest with this "start" 
the danger wilt remain in ail its force. 
We already have more than an inkling 
of what Hitler's victory would mean. The 
increasing arrogance of the Fascists, the 
daily assassination of radical workers in 
the streets, is a foretaste of what the 
Brown-Shirts would give the workers if 
they gained power. The negotiations 
at Laussane between von Papen and 
Herriot for the establishment of an al- 
liance which can be directed only against 
the Soviet Union, is another indication 
of what Hitler will aim at — for von 
Papen is only warming the seat of power 
for the Austrian adventurer. After bab- 
bling for years their abstract slogans 
of "Defend the Soviet Union!" the bur- 
eaucrats averred themselves to be incom- 
petent to deal with thq mtost adtfual 
threat to the existence of the workers' 
republic. The best defense of it at the 
present stage is a smashing defeat of 
Hitierlsm. The latter can only be ac- 
complished by a fundamental, open, ser- 
ious revision of the criminal policy thus 
far pursued by Stalinism. 

Days count now. The time to flght 
Hitierlsm is not after It has conquered 
power, but before. The way to flght It 
is to throw overboard the vaporings about 
"social fascism" and to set up a genuine 
united front for the extra-parliamentary 
mass struggle against Fascism. The 
Bolshevik pointed the way in 1917. The 
German Bolsheviks must tread the same 
path, and do it without delay. 



EXTRA ! EXTRA! FINK 
DISCOVERED IN 8. L. P.? 

It la hard to believe it. We simply 
refuse to believe it. Even the Weekly 
People is In doubt, though the story ap- 
peared on the front page of a recent Is- 
sue of the official organ of the Socialist 
Labor Party. The story is that the 
section organizer of the South Bend sec- 
tion of the 8. L. P. was arrested and 
charged with making bombs in co-opera- 
tion with an individual alleged to be a 
Stool-pigeon for the Bettdix corporation. 
Of course the scoundrel was Immediately 
expelled from the S. L. P. and the fig- 
urative tin can tied to his coat tall. But 
what bothers the Weekly People and In- 
deed ourselves is how in hades did he 
manage to be elected section organizer 
In the S L. P. and what the hell was he 
doing there anyhow? As the W. P. truly 
observes, the S. L. P. Is down on anarch- 
ists, wobblles and Communists and re- 
peatedly warns the government and all 
detective agencies that when an S. L. P. 
member is mistaken for a character dan- 
gerous to the existing order he Is con- 
tused with a couple of other fellows. 



Stalinism's Straits; Opposition's Rise 
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(Continued from page 1) 
ship Is decomposing the Communist 
ranks, destroying the will of some, caus- 
ing aversion in others. 
Redoubled Blows at the Opposition 
The settlement for the sins of several 
periods of epigone errors and crimes is 
face to face with us. Doomed by history, 
the Centrist bureaucracy with redoubled 
efforts clutches after tried methods. Hav- 
ing fallen Into a vice between Its classes 
enemies and the consequences of its own 
crimes, it redoubles, trebles its blows 
against the Left Opposition. 

Seemingly everything has been tried 
already: vilifications, arrests, exiles, and 
firing squads. But no! In the Stalinist 
kitchen new dishes are being prepared 
from the decoctions and dregs of hatred 
and perfidy. Not so very long ago, 
Pravda reproduced photographic facsi- 
miles of articles by Polish Fascists, pass- 
ing out falsifications for the sacred 
truth. It was only yesterday that 
Isvestta reprinted with raptures the can- 
ards of a German Fascist sheet on the 
hoardings regarding the conspiracy of 
the Left Opposition with the social dem- 
ocracy. The matter did not rest here. 
A certain Buech'ner is writing, on in- 
structions from the Stalinist bureau, a 
German book in which he attempts to 
link the Left Opposition with the police. 
Everything that was written and said In 
1917 by the Mensheviks, the Social Rev- 
olutionists and the Kadets is here sur- 
passed not only in stupidity but also In 
vileness. 

When demonstrating the inner deprav- 
ity of Bolshevism, the Mensheviks clutch- 
ed at least at facts: they cited Malinov- 
sky, a member of the C. B. C. who wto 
put by the police into the State Duma. 
They cited that the poltee department as- 
signed its secret agents to sustain that 
course, which was directed toward a 
Bplit of the Bolsheviks with the Men- 
sheviks. And finally, they cited that Lud- 
endorff "patronised" Lenin, by bringing 
him through in a sealed train. The Bol- 
sheviks replied with contempt to the 
scoundrels who attempted to turn the 
plots of the police, against the most rev- 
olutionary party, Into a polemical weapon 
against that same party. Today Stalin 
completely repeats the tactics of Mlllu- 
kov, Kerensky, Tseretelli, and Dan. With 
the sole difference that Stalin lacks even 
a vestige of facts. He manufactures 
them. The shady personage who writes 
i under the name Buechner, relates that 
■ It seems that Trotsky's "Autobiography" 
is published in Warsaw by the political 
police. And this canard is published Is 
all languages ; on this they desire to 
educate the Communist youth. 
I A certain Hungarian Fascist "dedic- 
ates" his book to Trotsky, and expresses 
his ironical "thanks", in which hatred 
masquerades as wit. What conclusions 
could one draw from this episode? Did 
not revolutionists apply, only with great- 
er success, that same method against 
their 'elass enemies? Did not Lentfn 
print his thanks to the English paper 
"Times" for some articles, or other,' 
which he utilized In his own way? But! 
there is a scoundrel to be found who in 
the columns of Pravda speaks out on this 
foundation of a union between Trotsky 
and the Fascists. 

In an article I expressed myself to 
the effect that Japanese imperialism 
would hardly dare to throw an open 
challenge to the Soviet Union before it 
intrenches Itself in Manchuria. In this] 
connection the central organ of the Am- 
erican Communist (!!!) Party writes 
that Trotsky acts in the interests of the 
Japanese. To explain this away by 
stupidity would be too superficial; after 
all, stupidity baa its limits. Here we 
have to deal with a corrupt functionary 
who will stop at nothing In order to 
earn his salary The purport of my ar- 
ticle was to the effect that a struggle 
with the Bed Army la too hard a nut for 
the teeth of Japanese militarism. The 
General Staff in Tokio has reasons to 
believe that I am better able to evalu- 
ate the strength of the Red Army than 
the New York yawpers who are under 



orders to snap at my calves. It Is self- 
evident, of course, that great world pro- 
blems are not resolved by isolated arti- 
cles. But if one was to weigh the influ- 
ence of articles, then my evaluation of 
the Red Army and the perspectives of 
the Soviet-Japanese War could serve In 
Japan only those elements that desire 
to hinder the war. But Is it possible to 
answer barking and howling with argu- 
ments? 
The "United Front": Who with Whom? 

These gentlemen depict Rakovsky as 
an enemy of the Soviet Union. For 
that, they seek a champion In Barbusse 
who in turn wants to lean on Vander- 
velde. With its hat in hand the Stalin- 
ist bureaucracy is now begging alms 
from the petty bourgeois pacifists. And 
Inflexible warriors such as Sosnovsky, 
heroes of the Civil Wur, such as Muralov 
and Gruensteiu, such as hundreds and 
thousands of Bolshevik-Leninists, are in 
isolation and confinement, bound hand 
and foot. 

Giving us over into the hands of the 
bourgeois police, the Stalinists declaim 
about our united front with the bour- 
geois counter-revolution. But in the eyes 
of the working class the capitalist gov- 
ernments of the world are aiding Stalin 
to surround the Oppositionists with a 
circle of barbed wire. No matter how 
Stalin's agents lie, this single fact ex- 
poses to the ultimate the actual group- 
ing of forces. 

They wish to tie us with the Japanese 
staff and the Polish police. Kerensky 
in his time tried already to tie up the 
Bolsheviks with the German staff and 
the Czarist police. Kerensky proceeded 
with th.s all the more licentiously the 
hotter the ground under his feet became. 
Today he has found imitators. And of 
what Bort? These people shot down 
Blumklns and sent out in their stead 
Agabekovs. We brand the name Aga- 
bekov on your foreheads. With this 
brand you shall walk about to the end 
of your days. 

What does Stalin want? He wants to 
utilize the war danger for a new and if 
possible, physical annihilation of Bol- 
shevik-Leninists. Letters from the U. S. 
S. R., that have reached us lately bear- 
witness to the fact that the Left Opposi- 
tion Is achieving now throughout the en- 
tire land a second enrollment in the 
industrial centers, in plants, factories 
and mines a new generation of Bol- 
shevik-Leninists has appeared. Creative 
ideas do not die. Political facts teach. 
The Left Opposition has demonstrated 
that it Is unconquerable. 

Stalin on the contrary has comprom- 
ised himself on all sides. During the 
XVII conference he disgracefully kept 
silent on all problems. Not a word about 
the problems of Soviet economy! Not a 
word about the problems of Soviet eco- 
nomy! Not a word about the situation 
in Germany! "The Chief who in the 
most responsible situations recognizes 
himself that he had best keep quiet, is 
a complete political bankrupt. Already 

THE BOOK ON CHINA 

Revolutionary, Marxist dynamite. 
That's what Problems of the Chinese 
Revolution is ! No one who is not a case- 
hardened, irredeemable bureaucrat can 
read it and remain unaffected by it. Its 
argument, supported by documents, la 
conclusive, unanswerable. 

The story of how the documents came 
Into our hands reads like a piece of 
detective fiction. Suppressed speeches, 
documents smuggled out of the U. S. S. 
R., the proceedings of a whole plenum 
suppressed, articles written for Pravda 
and circulated Illegally, all these are con- 
tained for the first tfme In their entirety 
— in any language — in Problems of the 
Chinese Revolution. 

Its publication is a significant achieve- 
ment from the point of view of revolu- 
tionary publications. No publishing 
house to our knowledge has ever put out 
a work of this size at this price. Its 
low price is no accident. The book Is 
priced so low because of the absolute 
necessity of spreading it far and wide 
in the shortest possfble time. 



in the circles closest to Stalin— we are 
written from Moscow — the functionaries 
are ironically whispering "Hadn't we bet- 
ter ask for instructions from Rakovsky 
or Trotsky?" Out of this bureaucratic 
impotence has been born the most re- 
cent International campaign against the 
Left Opposition. 

The work done by the Bolshevik- Lenin- 
ists has not been done in vain. The fun- 
damental documents and works of the 
Left Opposition have been issued in all 
languages of the civilized and semi-civ- 
ilized world. In tens of countries there 
exist Oppositionist cadres that are to the 
marrow of their bones saturated with 
conviction in their correctness and in 
their historic right to victory. A great 
and an ineradicable conquest ! 

Unable to answer our criticism, en- 
meshed In contradictions, convicted by 
events, forced to keep quiet on the basic 
problems of politics, the Stalinist clique 
is making a filial jitempt to separate us 
from the official Communist parlies by 
a crimina logical-political novel, the in- 
eptitude of which in no wise palliates its 
vileness. 

The Stalinists by their persecutions 
would like to push us on the road of a 
second party and the Fourth interna- 
tional. They understand that a fatal 
error of this type on the part of the 
Opposition, if it would not nullify alto- 
gether all its successes, would for years 
slow up its ascent. To counterpoise one- 
self Inimieally to the Communist parties 
would mean under the given conditions 
to fulfill the program i-.t the centrist 
bureaucracy. No, that is not our road! 
The intrigues of Stalin, his Bueeh tiers 
and his Agabekovs, exposed and unex- 
posed, will not force us lo change our 
course. We stand on the soil of the 
first four Congresses of the Comintern, 
and the doctrines and traditions of Bol- 
shevism. The lessons of the October 
revolution, we and only we are applying 
to all the tasks of the world proletariat. 
Over our heads waves the banner of the 
Third International. We lay all claim to 
its historical inheritance. 

The Opposition is Invincible! 

Proletarian politics knows neither the 
feeling of chagrin nor the feeling of rev- 
enge. It is directed by revolutionary ex- 
pediency. Before the working masses 
of the U. S. S. B. and of the entire world 
the Bolshevik-Leninists repeat, "Today, 
as on the day when we first, raised the 
voice of warziing against the epigone 
bureaucracy, we are ready to a man to 
place ourselves at the disposal of the 
Comintern and of the Soviet state for 
tile most common, the most onerous, and 
, the most dangerous work. We are bound 
I thereby to preserve steadfastly the dis- 
cipline Of action. Our condition is this 
alone : within the framework of the 
Comintern we must have the possibility 
of defending our ideas, 1. e., the ideas of 
Marxism, in conformance with the ele- 
mentary principles of party democracy. 

We know that the Stalinists will not 
aecept cur proposal : they lock the guts 
for it. In order to agree to it, they must 
not be afraid of us. But therein Is the 
whole business, It is the fear of the Left 
Opposition that Is at present one of the 
most Important springs of activity of 
the utterly compromised apparatus. 

We seek not friendship with the bur- 
eaucracy but a fighting collaboration with 
the proletarian canguard. In reply to 
provocations and the abject plots of the 
Stalinists, the Bolshevik-Leninists will 
come more closely to the Communist 
mass. As before, so now, our adherents 
will not limit themselves to exposing 
political mistakes and the crimes of 
leadership. Hand in hand with the rank 
and file of the party members they will 
fight for the banner of Communism— in 
the strike, in the street demonstration, 
in the election campaign, and in the more 
decisive battles when their hour shall 
strike. 

Stalin may be able to make short shrift 

of individual Bolsheviks. But he will 

not strangle Bolshevism. The victory of 

' the Left Opposition is assured by history. 

Prlnklpo, June 16, 1932. 

— L. TROTSKY. 
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17. Forcing his way ttirough from 
abroad at last, Lenin rends and fulmin- 
ates against the "Kautskianist" Pravda 
(Lenin's own expression), Stalin stei« 
aside. At the time when Kamenev do- 
fends himself, Stalin remains silent. 
Gradually, he enters on the new official 
line laid down by Lenin. But we can- 
not find one Independent thought, one 
generalization over which it is worth 
stopping. When circumstances permit, 
Stalin stands between Kamenev and 
Lenin. Thus, four days before the Octo- 
ber overturn, when Lenin demanded the 
expulsion of Zlnoviev and Kamenev, 
Stalin declared in Pravda that he didn't 
see any principle difference (See in the 
same issue the article, *'An Awl in a 
Sack"). 

18. Stalin did not occupy an indepen- 
dent position during the period of the 
Brest negotiations He wavered, waited 
and remained silent. At the last mo- 
ment he voted for Lenin's proposals. 
Stalin's confused and helpless position 
at that period Is sufficiently, clearly, 

hough not fully characterized by even I 



the officially dressed up report of the 
C. C. (See "An Awl in a Sack"). 

19. In the period of the civil war, 
Stalin was against the principles laid 
down as a basis for the creation of the 
Red Army, and behind the scenes. In- 
spired the so-called "military" opposi- 
tion against Lenin and Trostky. Facts 
bearing on this are partly set forth in 
Trotsky's "Autobiography" (Vol. 2, page 
167, "Military Opposition"). See also 
Markin's article in No. 12-13, Bulletin 
of the Russian Opposition, page 36. 

20. In f922, during Lenin's illness and 
Trotsky's leave of absence, Stalin, under 
the influence of Sokolnikov, carries a re- 
solution undermining the monopoly of 
foreign trade. Thanks to the vigorous 
protests of Lenin and Trotsky this re- 
solution was withdrawn (see "A Letter 
to the Bureau of Party History" by Trot- 
sky). 

21. In the same period, on the na- 
tional question, Stalin occupies a posi- 
tion which Lenin accuses of bureaucratic 
and chauvinistic tendencies. Stalin, on 
his part, accuses Lenin of national lib- 
eralism (see "A Letter to the Bureau! 



of Party History" by Trotsky). 

22. What was Stalin's condnet on the 
question of the German revolution in 
1823? Here again, as In March 191T, 
he had to orient himself Independently 
in a question on a large scale: Lenin was 
ill, a struggle was being waged against 
Trotsky. Here is what Stalin- wrote to 
Zlnoviev and Bucharin In August 1623 
about the situation in Germany : "Should 
the Communists (at the present stage) 
strive to seize power without the social 
democracy — are they ripe for this al- 
ready, — this in my opinion is the ques- 
tion. On seizing the power we had in 
Russia such reserves as: (a) peace, (b) 
land to the peasants, (c) the support of 
the great majority of the working class, 
(d) the sympathy of the peasantry. Ths 
German Communists have nothing like 
this now. True, they have the Soviet 
Union as a neighbor which we didn't 
have, but what can we give them at tht« 
moment? If now in Germany the power, 
so to say, will fall and the Communists 
will seize it, they will fall through with 
a crash. This is the 'best' ease. And 
in the worst— they'll be smashed to bits 
and thrown back. The thing Is not lr 
this, that Brandler wants to teach the 
masses, but that the bourgeoisie pins 
the Bight social democracy would surely 
rum this teaching-demonstration into a 
general slaughter (at present they have 
all the chances for It) and would destroy 
them. Certainly the Fascists are not 
napping, but it is more advantageous to 
us for the Fascists to attack first: this 
will rally the whole working class around 
the Communists. (Germany Is not Bul- 
garia). Besides, the Fascists in Ger-j 
many, according to the data we have, are I 



weak. In my estimation the Germans 
must be restrained, not spurred on." 

In this manner, in August 1923, when 
the German revolution was knocking at 
all doors, Stalin reckoned that Brandler 
had to be restrained, not spurred on. 
For missing the revolutionary situation 
In Germany Stalin carries the weightiest 
share of the responslbllty. He support- 
ed the procrastinators, the sceptics, the 
delayers in Germany. In a question of 
world-wide historical importance he not 
accidentally took an opportunist posi- 
tion : in reality he only continued that 
policy which in March 1917 he, conducted 
in Russia. 

23. After the revolutionaiy situation 
was ruined by passivity and indecision, 
Stalin for a long time defended the 
Brandlerist C. C. against Trotsky, In 
this way defending himself. Thus Dec- 
ember 17, 1924— a year after the wreck 
In Germany! — Stalin wrote: "This pecu- 
liarity must not be forgotten for a mo- 
ment. It particularly has to be remem- 
bered in analyzing the events in the fall 
of 1923. First of all it has to be rem- 
embered by comrade Trotsky who indis- 
criminately (!) traces an analogy (II) 
between the October revolution and the 
revolution In Germany, and unceasingly 
flays the German Communist party." 
(Questions of Leninism, 1928 edition. 
Page 171.) 

In this manner Trotsky was guilty in 
those days of flaying Brandlerlsm and 
not patronizing it. From this it Is 
clearly seen how fit are Stalin and his 
Molotov for the struggle against the 
Rights in Germany. 

24. The year 1924— a year of great 
turn. In the spring of this year Stalin 



still repeats the old formulas about the 
impossibility of building socialism in one 
country, and a backward one at that. 
In the fall of the same year he breaks 
with Marx and Lenin In the fundamental 
question of the proletarian revolution 
and constructs his theory of socialism 
in a single country. Properly speaking 
this theory was nowhere unfolded or 
even expounded in a positive form by 
Stalin. It is based on two deliberately 
falsified quotations from Lenin, To not 
one refutation of it has Stalin responded. 
The theory of socialism In one country 
has an administrative not a theoretical 
basis. 

25. In the same year Stalin creates 
a theory of a dual composition, 1. e., a 
two class party of workers and peasants 
for the Bast. This Is a break with 
Marxism and the entire history of Bol- 
shevism in the fundamental question of 
the class character of the party. Even 
the Comintern in 1928 was compelled to 
retreat from a theory that for a long 
time ruined the Communist parties of 
the East. But the great discovery con- 
tinues to flgure even today In Stalin's 
"Questions of Leninism". 

26. In the same year, Stalin conducts 
the subordination of Chinese Communism 
to the bourgeois party, the Kuo Min 
Tang, designating the latter as the 
"worker's and peasants" party according 
to the model invented by. himself. The 
Chinese workers and peasants are poli- 
tically enslaved to the bourgeoisie by 
the authority of the Comintern. Stalin 
organized in China that division of labor \ 
which Lenin prevented him from organ!- ' 
zing in Russia In 1917: Chinese workers! 
and peasants are "om>nn»w»««i-" ™.i.. 



Kai Shek Is "consolidated". Stalin's 
policy was the direct and immediate 
cause of the wreck of the Chinese 
revolution. 

27. Stalin's position — his zig nags — oa 
the questions of Soviet economy are too 
fresh in the memory of our readers and 
we therefore do not stop to comment 

. on them here. 

I 28. In conclusion we recall Lenin's 
Testament. It is not a question of a pol- 
emical article or speech in which one 
can justifiably surmise unavoidable ex- 
aggerations liowing from the heated 
struggle. No, In the Testament Lenin, 

] calmly weighing each word, gives his 
last advice to the party, appraising each 
of his co-workers on the basis of the 
entire experience of their work together. 
What does he say about Stalin? (a) 
"rude", (b) "disloyal", (c) inclined to 
"misuse of power". Deduction: "to be 
removed from the post of general sec- 
retary". 

: A few weeks later Lenin dictated a 
note to Stalin in which he declared his 
intention of "breaking off all personal 
and comradely relations" with him. 
| This was one of the last expressions of 
Lenin's will. Ail these facts are estab- 
lished in the records of the July plenum 
[ of the C. C. of 1927. 

• » • * 
Such are some of the landmarks of 
Stalin's political biography They give a 
sufficiently complete picture in which 
energy, will and determination are com- 
bined with empiricism, near-sightedness, 
organic Inclination to opportunist deci- 
sons in big questions, personal rudeness, 
disloyalty and a readiness to abuse power 



WORKERS 
OF THE 
WORLD. 
UMTE 



THE 



Weekly Organ of the Communist League of America [Opposition] 





Published weekly by the Communist League of America (Opposition) at 84 East 10th Street, New York. K. Y. Entered as second class mall matter, November 2S, 1028 at the Post Office~t New Y ork. N; Y. under the act of March 3, 1879 

NEW YORK, SATURDAY, JULY 16, 1932 PRICE 5 CENTS 



VOLUME V, x\Q. 89 [WHOLE NO. 1851 



ON THE SPOT 




LETS SHAKE HANDS 
ON THIS 

This is not good hot weather stuff but 
even dating the glare of an election cam- 
paign and the fury of peace proclama- 
tions there are indications that some .of 
our best professors are devoting their 
brains to serious thinking. The French 
Academy of Science, than which there Is 
none more savantlc, approved by a maj- 
ority vote that it Is safer from the hygi- 
enic point of view to osculate than to 
shake hands. The learned doctors blam- 
ed this hygienic deviation on the unfor- 
tunate germ who is unable to speak up 
for himself but we dare to state that the 
doctors simply prefer to kiss than to 
shake hands. 



SMITH MAY KEEP 
HIS SHIRT ON 

.When Al Smith, lost leader of the Dem- 
ocratic Party, issued his expected state- 
ment pledging fealty to the Democracy in 
the election campaign, he avoided men- 
tion of the presidential candldadte as if 
Franklin D. Itoosevelt were Martin LMth- 
er running on the platform of the ProhL 
bition Party. Four years ago when Al 
got the nomination at the Houston con- 
vention, William Gibbs McAdoo, his old 
rival, announced that he was going to 
take off his coat for Al and Democracy. 
Instead be put on a new suit and took 
a boat to Paris where he stayed >until 
the weather got cooler in the United 
States, if the working class voters who 
work themselves into a lather over the 
confidence men of the capitalist parties 
took of their coats to work for Com- 
munism In the election campaign and all 
the year around before long the genus 
capitalist politician would be issuing 
statements from the zoo. 

• • • • 

OLIVE IS WASTING 
HER OIL 

In an effort to lubricate the Du Pont 
soul, Mrs. Olive Johnson, editor of the 
Weekly People, write an open letter to 
the powder barons. Of course she proba- 
bly believes that the bourgeoisie of this 
country, like the ruling classes of all 
times will not surrender their power 
without a violent struggle, hut just a 
letter from the editor of the Weekly 
People might induce those dynamitic 
gentlemen to step down gracefully. Per- 
haps they manufacture dynamite in order 
to provide employment, and promote 
wars with the same worthy aim in view. 
It is too bad people get killed in the 
process. It is also too bad Mrs. Johnson 
did not make her appeal to the exploited 
wage slaves of Du Pont. They would 
probably pay at least as much attention 
to it as the T. N. T. mahatmas. 

• • • • 

WHOEVER WINS WE 
ARE FOR THIS FIGHT 

We are informed that there was a wild 
session at the Fourteenth Annual Con- 
vention of the American Legion of New 
York County over the bonus question. 
The Legion bosses fought hard to prevent 
the passage of the revolution for pay- 
ment but their patriotic efforts were of 
no avail and we must announce with 
great regret that those boys (hie, hie, 
horray) who fought for their country in 
France and even in Paris, insisted on de- 
manding now what they were only sup- 
posed to get when tbey were dead or 
damned near it. I feel as keenly about 
the Leglonaires fight for a bonus as I 
do for the troubles of the King of Slam 
who had his fun and still is having a lot 
of it if my spies correctly report on him, 
and in a tight between a bunch of pa- 
triots who were organized to smash the 
labor movement and their bosses who 
organized them but now refuse to pay 
them for their patriotism, I am some- 
what like the Irishman who was neutral 
in the late war, "1 am not for England 
nor against Germany." 

• * • • 

THE RASCALLY POOR 
SIMPLY WON'T BE GOOD 

1'he nawsty report is hitched on to a 
drive for funds but there is reason to 
believe that the moral turpitude of the 
working class knows no bounds. In the 
years of prosperity— write your own 
editorial about that— they went around 
riding in automobiles, wearing silks and 
satins and indulging in other debauch- 
eries which were supposed to be strictly 
within the domain of the ruling classes. 
But it seems they are bound to sin in 
periods of depression as well as in per- 
iods of prosperity. The Salvation Army 
is raising a fund and in the press agent's 
report that I have on my desk, or what- 
ever you want to call it, the heart appeal 
is based on the amazing fact that this 
is the most bastardly year in the history 
of this country. We have no objection 
to the bar sinister at all. In fact before 
our. respectability became so shocking we 
used to quote with great gusto the axiom 
used by a Monarch of England when he 
was repulsed by the daughter of the Earl 
of Warwick. "A king's bastard ts a 
house's pride", quoth he. Yes, there 
were kings in those days. But any- 
how the working class should have more 
sympathy for the Salvation Army than 
they seem to have. 

— RIDBSM. 



There has recently been an increase in 
the number of violent physical encounters 
between members of the Communist 
party on the one hand, and members of 
other labor organizations on the other. 
On several occasions, organized groups 
of party members have attempted to 
break up meetings of the Left Opposi- 
tion — only quite recently at Wilklns and 
Intervale Avenues, Bronk. At the same 
corner, a number of nights later, a vio- 
lent battle took place between members of 
the Communist and Socialist parties at 
an S. P. meeting. On another evening, 
a similar fight took place at a socialist 
meeting at a downtown corner of Second 
Avenue in New York. In still other 
places, meetings of the Lovestone group 
hare been disrupted by organized groups 
of opponents. 

Should such a course be perpetuated, 
It can bring only the greatest discredit 
and harm to the Communist cause in 
general and to the party in particular. 
A stern warning throughout the party 
ranks against such an attitude towards 
working class opponents, and particularly 
towards the socialist workers, must imme- 
diately be issued so that everybody may 
know that the Communists will not take 
any responsibility Cor street fighting of 
any kind between workers. 

In 1925, a severe crisis broke out in 
the German Communist party. The ultra- 
Leftist line of the party leadership, or- 
iginally inspired by the Comintern 
chiefs themselves, produdced the inevit- 
ably disastrous results for the party. The 
party had become increasingly isolated 
from the non-Communist masses. A 
huge wall had been erected between the 



Communist and socialist workers— to the 
tremendous satisfaction of the socialist 
leaders. Innumerable cases were re- 
corded of fights in the streets and halls 
between both sides, which only further 
alienated the socialist workers from 
the party. 

So harmful had such a development 
become that the Executive Committee 
of the Communist International was com- 
pelled to refer to it publicly, before the 
whole working class of Germany, in its 
famous Open Letter to the German party 
in the middle of 1925. We quote a sig- 
nificant passage: 

"In order really to find a path to the 
best section of the German social dem- 
ocratic workers, a struggle must he 
launched against thosee excesses which or- 
iginate in the period when the struggle 
was conducted with arms in hand. The 
greatest harm to the cause of the work- 
ing class is brought, for example, by 
cases of mutual fights between Commun- 
ists and social democrats (at meetings, 
among the youth, etc.), which still take 
place to this very day, for which the 
social democrats are to blame without the 
Communists being blameless either. Such 
mutual fights play right into the hands 
of the counter-revolutionary leaders of 
the German social democracy, and there 
leaders naturally instigate deliberately 
such a struggle. The Communists must 
take the initiative for a final elimination 
of such phenomena, which naturally pre- 
supposes the good will of the social dem- 
ocratic workers." 

With little change, this entirely sound 
and necessary advice of 1925 applies to 
the American party at the present time. 



It is quite ludicrous to read the lamenta- 
tions of the socialist press about the 
party's disruption of S. P. meetings, es- 
pecially when it is remembered that the 
Hillquits were the first to introduce 
violence as a means of settling their dis- 
putes with the Left wing, not only inside 
the party in 1919, but in the trade unions 
under their control; .and further, that 
the socialists in power have not hesitated 
a moment to crush the Communists un- 
der an iron heel. At the same time, the 
falsifications in the official party press 
about the increasing encounters do not 
conceal the well-known fact that the 
party not only encourages hooligan dis- 
ruption of opponent meetings, but frequ- 
ently initiates and organizes them. Work- 
ers who are moving towards Communism 
— non-party workers as well as rank and 
file Left wingers in the S. P.— are re- 
pelled from the party by such conduct. 
They are caught once more by the re- 
action, and so far as the Socialist party 
is concerned, Hillquit owes more to the 
criminal stupidity of the Stalinists than 
he thinks. 

The party which talks today about 
"overcoming our Isolation", must call a 
halt Immediately, openly and in unmis- 
takable terms. The lessons of 1925 must 
not be allowed to pass by without leav- 
ing clear traces on the consciousness of 
the Communist workers. Those who are 
seriously concerned with the movement 
will repeat the warning of the past and 
demand that it be heeded today. 

Put an end to hooliganism and »tre»t 
fighting between workers of different 
views ! Burn such a disgraceful method 
out of the revolutionary movement! 



Socialist Edict Paves 
Road for Hitlerites 

Communists Must Form United Front Now 



While the danger of a Fascist, victory 
in Germany becomes increasingly accen- 
tuated, the social democrats are playing 
the.r classic role of restraining the 
workers from any concerted mass action 
to crush the Hitlerite viper before It 
is too late. Under the guise of oppos- 
ing a concentration of Fascist power, the 
social democratic leaders are working 
hand in hand with the reaction to prevent 
"violence on both sides" — that is, to pre- 
vent the workers from uniting militantly 
against the Nazis. A special cablegram 
to the New York Times of July 14 gives 
the following significant report about 
Severing, the social democratic minister 
of the Interior for Prussia: 

"While Baron Wilhelm von Gayl, 
Iteich' minister of the Interior, was on 
his way to confer with President von 
Hindenburg at Neudeck in East. Prussia 
on what was to be done about the carn- 
age in connection with the election cam- 
paign, Carl Severing, the Prussian In- 
terior Minister, issued orders today for- 
bidding local police authorities to allow 
demonstrations and meetings unless they 
were sure that a sufficent police force was 
available to stifle violence at Its first 
sign. The edict stipulated that the police 
must be adequate not only to control as- 
semblies but to provide safe conduct 



Five Expelled from YC.L 

Chicago Communist Youth Fight Campaign against Opposition 



CHICAGO.— 

The expulsion of four members of the 
Young Communist League, and the exclu- 
sion of one more, for refusing to de- 
nounce the Left Opposition as counter- 
revolutionary, and for conducting a fight 
against the paralyzing bureaucratism in 
the League follows right after the expul- 
sion some months ago of comrades Satlr, 
Gould and Andras. Unable to refute the 
telling charges of incompetence and bur- 
eaucratism, in the League, the petty fun- 
ctionaries have resorted to their classic 
reply : expulsions. The ideas of the Left 
Opposition, which the Stalinists have 
sought to repress by force, are making 
their way to the Communist workers and 
particularly the younger, militant com- 
rades. The new addition of forces ac- 
cruing to the Left Opposition in this case 
Is a most welcome and significant sign 
of the progress we are making. 

The expulsion of the comrades In 
question brought forward the following 
statement signed by all of them. We urge 
all comrades in the League and Party to 
take up this question and demand an 
end to the destructive, bureaucratic pol- 
icy of suppression of Communist opin- 
ion within the movement. 
* • • • 

STATEMENT OF THE EXPULSIONS 
OF PERN, BARSHEVSKY, SOLD, 
AND HANKIN AND THE EX- 
CLUSION OF FAREFIELD 

TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE YOUNG 

COMMUNIST LEAGUE: 

Last July at the District convention of 
the Y. C. L. a group of comrades pre- 
sented a series 'of criticisms regarding 
the intolerable situation in the League 
and condemned the bureaucrats activ. 
Itles of the leadership. These criticisms 
were confirmed by the Young Communist 
International In Its resolution on the 
American League. The I. C. I. although 
It condemned the Satlr group by name, 
was forced to make the same criticism 
of the American leadership as was made 
by that group. Comrade Satlr, Gould 
and Andras, leading comrades of District 
No. 8 were expelled by the bureaucrats 
so that their incompetence might not be 
exposed and that they might remain at 
their sineoures. 

The criticisms of these comrades were; 

1. Rooting ourselves in the factories 

2. Against bureaucracy. 

3. .Raising the Ideological level of 

the League 

4. Insufficient anti-militarist work 
and numerous other points. 

Again the bureaucratic and terroristic 
leadership has manifested itself not only 
In wholesale expulsions but also in the 
exclusion from membership of Dave 
Farefield. 

The latest victims of the bureaucratic 
and terroristic lash are Phil Sold, Irving 
Bern, Yetta Barchevsky, Dave Farefield 
and H. Hankin. 

Phil Sold, organizer of the Lake Street 
Unit and vey aetve among the young 
Negro workers was expelled six months 
ago for fraternising with Satlr and Gould, 
whom he considered revolutionaries of 
high standing and for refusing to con- 
demn without study the Left Opposition. 
He has applied for readmitance, and upon 
maintaining his stand was refused rein- 
statement. 

Bern and Barchevsky, both young 
Communists who have proven themselves 



active sincere fighters since pioneer 
age. and who have been brought up to 
believe in Leninist democratic centralism 
have been expelled for 

(1) fighting the bureaucracy, which is 
undermining the Y. C. L. and Is so de- 
trimental to the League's growth as a 
leader of the working class youth. 

(2) Refusing to denounce as counter- 
revolutionary comrades who have proven 
themselves sincere fighters. (Satlr and 
Gould) 

(3) They dared to study the question 
of the Left Opposition. 

(4) These two comrades refused to 
condemn the Left Opposition as counter- 
revolutionary since the Y. C. L. leader- 
ship had failed to prove the incorrect- 
ness of certain policies of this group. 

Dave Farefield, a young comrade who 
after being convinced by members of the 
Tuley fraction applied for membership 
In the Y. C. L. and was refused admit- 
tance because he dared to question the 
policies of the Y. C. L. This especially 
illustrates the bureaucratic attitude of 
the leadership, since comrade Farefield 
was refused the right to study both sides 
of the question. Furthermore, In spite 
of the fact that the leadership was un- 
able to prose wherein the counter-rev- 
olutionary tendencies or activities of the 
comrades lay, they insisted that Farefield 
condemn Bern and Barshefsky as counter- 
revolutionaries. 

Comrade Hankin, a new member of 
the League had several misconceptions 
of Negro work. Upon being shown his 
error he quickly, sincerely and openly 
recognized his mistake and condemned 
his previous stand at an open meeting. 
The comrades of his unit, especially the 
Negro comrades, greeted this frank speech 
with loud applause. Yet, for questioning 
the position of the Y. C .L. on the ex- 
pelled comrades and the Left Opposition 
he was expelled as a while chauvinist 



with Trotskyiat tendencies This is a 
disloyal, rude, underhanded method be- 
fitting only a degenerated bureaucracy. 

The Communist movement under the 
guidance of Leninism had a system which 
is the opposite of burea-ucracy : that of 
democratic centralism. Democratic cen- 
tralism is ; 

(1) Ail questions are discussed in de- 
tail for an adequate length of time ao 
that it might be understood by the entire 
membership. 

(2) After the discussion a vote is 
taken and the minority must submit to 
the majority. 

(3) All leaders are elected by the 
members and under the control of the 
rank and file. 

Bureaucracy, the contrary to this, Is 
the prevailing method within the League. 
No discussion of problems facing the 
League ; decrees are delivered from above ; 
the membership's duty is to obey, never 
to question or understand All function- 
aries, even unit organizers, are appoint- 
ed, seldom elected. For any serious cri- 
ticism the cost is expulsion. The result 
is an impotent Inactive league of low 
idealogical level. 

We the undersigned call upon all sin- 
cere Communists 

(1) to further the fight against the 
rotten, bureaucratic, opportunist, 
careerist, adventurist leadership 
which is the cause for the stagna- 
tion of the League. 

(2) To demand the reinstatement of 

all expelled young revolutionists. 

(3) To demand an open democratic dis- 

cussion of all points raised. 
(+) To study the question of the Left 
Opposition before taking any posi- 
tion. 
(5) To demand the right to study the 

question of the Left Opposition. 
Furthermore we extend a challenge to 
the leadership to debate our position at 
an open membership meeting. 
(Signed) PHIL SOLD 

YETTA BARSHEVSKY 
IRVING BERN 
DAVE FAREFIELD 
H. HANKIN. 
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Hoover&Unemployment 

Republican Party Platform Ignores Vital Problem of Jobless 

More than 13#O0,OOO men pound imploring some kindly capitalist to give 
the pavements of plentiful America, out them employment, 
of work, with no hope of finding em. j Jobless in Extreme N«ed 

ployment. Both the conservative De- 1 Two years ago unemployment meant 
partment of Labor and William Green, | the loss of a few luxuries. One eoufd 
president of the A. F. L. corroborate , manage to exist without a radio and an 
these high figures of unemployment. All . automobile. But as the crisis continued. 



data published to date point to a dally 
increase of the jobless army 



the lack of a job forced the worker to 
make payments on his home, and tens of 



It is no longer a matter of being job- thousands have gone under the auction- 
less for a few weeks. These weeks have eer's hammer. Whatever savings the 
turned into months, and the months are , worker possessed have either been used 
rapidly becoming years. The prospects up or have passed into the bankers' hands 
for work are as slight as the greatly : in the innumerable bank crashes. For 
reduced wages. The crowds at the fac- i some time, thousands of jobless have been 
tory gates are dwindlfng into mere hand- : kept afloat by assistance from more for- 
fuls. Even the brazen lies of Henry ' tunate friends and relatives. But this 
ford, of putting thousands back on the situation is coming to an end, If it is 
Job attract far less attention from, the not already concluded. The proletarian 
unemployed than they did some months friends and relatives have been cast into 
ago. The most gullible begin to eye the workless army. Or, if still working, 
these deceptive statements with suspicion. [ their wages have been cut so low, that 
One finds the curious anomaly in the ', not only is assistance impossible, but 
want ad sections of the newspapers. It they themselves are in dire need of relief 



is no more the bosses who ask for "help". 
Today the workers spend their last dol- 
lars In advertisements, begging, pleading, 



of some sort. The picture Is changing. 

The unemployed are ceasing to look for 

(Continued on page 2) 



"THE 
BARBUffE 
CONGRESS 

Dear Comrades: 

I have before me the June 4 number 
of the Paris Magazine Monde. Monte is 
published by Barbusse and serves at the 
present time as the central organ for 
the convocation of the -great Anti-War 
Congress". On the third page of this 
magazine there is an extract from an 
appeal by Romain Rolland and Henri 
Barbusse. The character and spirit of 
the appeal are sufficiently clear from the 
following words: "We call upon all peo- 
ple, ali groups, regardless of their poli- 
tical affiliations and all labor organiza- 
tions—cultural, social and trade union— 
upon all forces nnd all mass organiza- 
tions! Let all join us in the Interna- 
tional Congress of War against War. 

Then follows a passage from a letter 
addressed by Holland to Barbusse ; '"I am 
wholly of the opinion that the Congress 
should he open to all parties and non- 
partisans on a common basis of sincere 
and determined struggle against war. 
further on, Holland expresses his agree- 
ment with Barbusse, that the first place 
in this struggle should be occupied by 
the working class. Still further, we 
read the first list of those who have 
Joined the Congress. It consists of rad- 
ical and half-radical French and German 
writers, pacifists, members of the League 
of the Rights of Man, and so forth. 

This is followed by an aphorism from 
the well-known Emlle Vandervelde. 
•'Everywhere war gives birth to . . . ex- 
plosions of revolutionary dissatisfaction 
on the one hand and the rabid reaction 
of fanatical nationalism on the other. 
It is of the utmost necessity that the In- 
ternationals unite their forces closely in 
order to prevent war." 

Finally, after these words by Vander- 
velde, quoted from the socialist journal 
Le P«uple of May 29, 1932, we read a 
quotation from the central organ of the 
French Communist party, I'Humatilte, of 
May 31, 1962: "Reply 'Present!' to the 
call of Romain Holland and Henri Bar- 
busse for participation in the Interna- 
tional Congress at Geneva." 

In the last issue of La Vie Ouvriew, 
the central organ of the Unitary General 
Confederation of Labor, there is an arti- 
cle in which complete agreement Is ex- 
pressed with the initiative taken by Rol- 
land and Barbusse. 

The picture is now perfectly clear. 
The French Communist Party and the 
trade union organization led by it, stand 
behind the initiators of the Congress. 
Behind French Communism stands the 
leadership of the Comintern. What la 
Involved is the danger of a new world 
war. In the struggle against this danger 
It is necessary to utilize also the fellow- 
travellers, who appear or may appear 
to be, to a certain extent, the most hon- 
est and determined in the ranks of the 
petty bourgeois pacifists. However, this 
Is in any case a question of tertiary or 
still lesser importance. The initiative 
in this matter. It would seem, should 
be taken before the eyes of the interna- 
tional proletariat, by the Comintern and 
Proflntern. The most important problem 
Is the successful attraction to our side 
of the working masses of the Second and 
the Amsterdam Internationals. As a 
(Continued on page 4) 



home for all participants as well as re- 
strain them from committing acts of 
violence after the meeting's dispersal. 

'"Herr Seve ring's orders rest on the 
last presidential emergency decree, which 
made political demonstrations reportable 
to the police In advance." 

Such an edict can apply essentially 
only to the Communists, even though 
ostensibly it is to include Fascist meet- 
ings as well. The Fascists are now un- 
der the direct protection of the federal 
government, which has removed the most 
important bans that existed prior to the 
formation of the von Papen government. 
The police administrations are shot 
through with Hitlerites and sympathizers. 
The Fascists are already organized on an 
efficient military basis, with strong sup- 
port from the Reiehswehr. They can be 
checkmated only by the united manifes- 
tation of working class strength in the 
country. By a "fair" opposition to "all" 
demonstrations, the social democratic 
priesthood is really playing right into 
the hands of Fascism, clearing the 
streets of proletarian demonstrations so 
that Hitler may have a clearer road to 
power. 

At the same time, the Stalinist leaders 
are playing a dangerous game of hide- 
and-seek with the key to the whole sit- 
uation — the united front of all the work- 
ers against the Nazis. Under the crush- 
ing weight of the situation, the fantastic 
theory of "social- Fascism" Is being slow- 
ly shattered. But the desire to main- 
tain the bureaucratic prestige of the 
party leaders prevents them from throw- 
ing the whole business overboard, bag and 
baggage, publicly, frankly, so that all 
the militants may understand the why 
and wherefore and be able to act ac- 
cordingly. The situation cries out im. 
peratlvely for clear-cut policies. The 
Stalinists are fooling around. 

In some sections, the party has made a 
shamefaced turn towards the united front 
policy. In Berlin, It has gone so far as 
to address Itself to the social democratic 
party. Why In Berlin and not nationally? 
Does "social- Fascism" hold good feder. 
ally but not locally? Can a real united 
front be fought for If the old theory 
which prevented It is kept In reserve? 

The half-measures being taken now are 
worse than no measures at all, in one 
sense, because it makes confusion worse 
confounded. In 1925, the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Communist International 
had to declare to the ultra-Leftists In 
the German party, in connection with the 
Hlnden burg-monarch 1st danger, which 
was far from being as acule as the 
Fascist danger today : 

"The Red Front Fighters League musi 
address an open letter to the Relehsban- 
ner with the proposal for a common 
struggle against the monarchists. Our 
■logan is : Wherever you will fight against 
the monarchists, we shall support you 
unconditionally ... It Is necessary to 
adopt a new tone towards the social dem- 
ocratic workers, emphasizing with all 
strength the readiness of holding back 
much of what separates the Communist 
party from the social democratic work- 
ers in the name of the common strug- 
gle against the monarchist danger . . . 
It is necessary to make clear to all the 
members of the German C. P. and all 
workers that the main thing is the ap- 
proaebment to the social democratic 
workers in the factories". (Inpreeorr, 
June 16, 1925.) 

While some of the formulations con- 
tained here are not entirely accurate, the 
spirit applies a hundredfold stronger to 
the present situation A plain, public, 
candid turn completely away from the 
miserable theory of "social -Fascism". A 
■ recognition in full of the Opposition's 
proposal for a united front of the Com- 
munist and social democratic parties 
against the Fascist danger, a united front 
that will mobilize the million-masses of 
i Germany's proletariat not only against 
! Hitler and Co., but also against the 
I treacherous policy of the socialist lead- 
ership. The party leadership which has 
already accumulated a menacing heap 
, of blunders, must be driven to the wall 
on the question. The Communist work, 
era In this country must lend their sup- 
port to the policy we advocate. 

It Is not too late yet but neither Is 
there too much time. Events are mov- 
ing with express speed, and the party's 
policy must be changed accordingly. 
Fascism must be crushed now ! 



NEW YORK BRANCH PICNIC 

The New York Branch of the Com- 
munist League of America will hold a 
picnic at Tibbetts Brook Park, on Sun- 
day, August 7th. It Is planned to get 
all members, friends and sympathizers of 
the Left Opposition in New York to at- 
tend. 

Keep the date open. Watch The Mill, 
tant for further Information. 
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Republican Platform and 
Unemployment 

(Continued from page 1) 
for jobs— they are seeking relief, food 
and shelter. 

The coming winter shows no signs of 
improvement. More people will be out 
of work. Death from starvation will 
threaten every proletarian family. But 
before the commencement of the winter 
season, an election campaign will be con- 
cluded. Four parties. Republican, Dem- 
ocrat, Socialist and Communist have 
drawn up platforms and nominated pre- 
sidential candidates who stand on these 
platforms. With more than one-fourth of 
the American working class out of work, 
there can be no doubt as to the main 
issue of the campaign. It is unemploy- 
ment. The acid test for the parties is 
their stand on this burning Question. 
What have they to offer the jobless in 
their platforms? What have their ac- 
tions been in obtaining relief for the 
unemployed? This article will deal with 
the record and the stand of the Repub- 
lican party on this problem. 

What have the Republicans done for 
the jobless? One word can sum up their 
deeds—nothing. They were elected on 



I See War With Germany 

World politics have at present two tne g ov iet Union stands Pilsudski. Pil- querora, as history testifies, are always 
focal points unusually remote from each \ ^fe^g help, or at least his friendly inclined to "pacifism", because they dread 



by 
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other: one on the Mukden-Pekin One, 
the other on the Berlin-Munich. Either 
one of the.se points of infection Is enough 
to destroy the "normal" course of events 
on our planet for years—for decades. 
However, the day-by-day work of the 
diplomats and official politicians looks as 
though nothing unusual were happening. 
It looked the same along In 1912 during 
the Balkan War which was the overture 
to 1914. 

For some reason— grossly slandering 
an intelligent bird— people call this an 
ostrich policy. The ornamental decision 
adopted by the League of Nations on the 
Manchurian question is a document of 
impotence without equal even in the his- 
tory of European diplomacy : no self- 
respecting ostrich could possibly sign his 
name to it. This blindness — in some 
eases, of course, quite voluntary — to 
what Is preparing in the Far East, has 
at least this mitigating circumstance: 



neutrality, will be infinitely more im- 
portant to Hitler, absorbed in the Fas- 
cizatioa of Germany, than the liquida- 
tion of the Polish Corridor. How insig- 
nificant this question will seem to Hitler 
— and indeed the whole question of the 
boundaries of Germany — in the midst of 
his bitter struggle to get the power and 
to keep iti 

Pilsudski would be for Hitler a bridge 
toward friendship with France — if indeed 
there were no other bridges closer by. 
Even now there are voices heard in the 
French press— -as yet only in its secondary 
■-irgans— "It is time to steer our course 
by Hitler !" To be sure the official press, 
led by Le Tenipe, takes a hostile attitude 
to the National -Socialists. But this is 
not because the masters of fate in contem- 
porary France take Hitler's martial ges- 
tures seriously. No, what frightens them 
is the path by which Hitler can alone 
come to power — the path of civil war, a 



that events there will develop at a com- : thing whose outcome cannot be predict- 
parativcly slow pace. The East, although , 6 j by anybody. May not hk policy of 

the promise of eternal prosperity. One j ^^.ning to a new life, is still far from a st ate overturn from the Right unleash 

year passed and their prosperity bubble i tIig "American", and even the European, 

burst. 1 tempo. 



a revolution on the Left? That is what 
the ruling circles in France are worry- 



centrated expression in Germany, where 
it has taken the political form of "Na- 



For almost a year following the stock' Germany is a different matter. The i„ g about—and quite justifiably, too. 
crash, with industry shutting down andj blind alley into which Europe, Balkaniaed 
lay-offs rising to the millions, their main; a t Versailles, has now run rinds a con- 
occupation was pulling the wool over the 
eyes of the people. There was no crisis, 
Hoover said. It was only a temporary 
fluctuation. Then— when it became im- 
possible to deny what was so obvious, 
Hoover had another gas- It would all 
be over in GO or 90 days. Or if these pre- 



dictions proved false 

around the corner. Like Diogenes who 
looked in vain for an honest man, the 
American workers are searching for 
this corner. 

Hoover's Grand Scheme 

But even if thousands of workers at 
the start, might have been inclined to be- 
lieve in the shams of the "great en- 
gineer", he himself placed no stock in 
them. He embarked on a "grandiose pro- 
gram" The papers were full of it for 
days. $~>O0,O0O,000 was invested in a 
huge "public works" scheme. Millions of 
men were to be returned to work. Result 

a huge fizzle. And the jobless army 

kept growing. Wall-Street-Hoover admits 
today in vetoing the Wagner-Garner "re- 
lief bill" that —$300,000,000 will only give 
jobs to a mere one hundred thousand 
men. 

The next publicity scheme (the only 
thing the unemployed got out of the Re- 
publican administration) was the "stag- 
ger system". The Republican platform 
says that this scheme of "part time 
employment— limited unemployment". It 
yielded nothing of the kind. Every suc- 
ceeding month showed an increase in the 
number of men thrown out of work. What 
it really did was to cut the standard of 
wages in half. And you may be sure, 
the bosses are thankful. 

To the Hunger March on Washington 
that demanded unemployment insurance, 
Hoover responded with an emphatic No. 
And to give force to his statement the 
Capital was surrounded by the militia j ag 0gue 
armed with all the weapons of modern j 



But one thing is clear: If Hitler did 

overcome all obstacles and arrive In 

power, he would be compelled, in order 

to get a free hand within his own coun- 
tional-Soeialism." In the language of t rv , to begin with an oath of loyalty to 

social psychology this political tendency j Versailles. Nobody on the Quai D'Orsay mC ans of armies improvised along the 
might be described as an epidemic hys- oas any aoabt of that. Moreover, it it border or simple landing operations. Even 

well understood there that a military 

dirtatorship of Hitler, once- it was firmly 

established in Germany, might become 



the revenge of the conquered. ! 

A Fascist regime — a thing which could 
be realized only at the price of bloody i 
convulsions and a new exhaustion of j 
Germany — would bo for that very reason 
an invaluable element in French hege- j 
mony. From the Bide of the National- 
Socialists France and her Versailles sys- 
tem have nothing at all to fear. ] 

Would Hitler in power, then, mean! 
peace? No, Hitler in power would mean 
a re- enforcement of French hegemony. ] 
But exactly for this reason Hitler in 
power would mean war— not against 
Poland, not against France, but against 
the Soviet Union. | 

The Moscow press has spoken more 
than once in recent years about an ap- 
proaching military intervention in the 
Soviet Union. The author of these lines 
has more than once objected to this kind 
of snap prognoses — not because he 
thought that there was in Europe, or on 
i he rest of the planet, any lack of the 
evil will to war against the Soviet Un- 
ion. 'No ; there was no lack of that. 
But for such a risky undertaking the 
disagreements and resistances were too 
great, not only between the different Eur- 
opean states, but still more within each 
of them. 

There s hardly a politician worthy men- 
tioning who now imagines that the So- 
viet Republic could be settled with by 



teria of despair among the intermediate 
classes: the ruined small trader, crafts- 
then prosperity was man , and peasant ; in part, too, the un- 



employed proletarian; the officer and non- a considerably more reliable element in 
commissioned officer of the great war, I the French hegemony over Europe, than 
still wearing the symbols of distinction ' t ne p res ent German governmental sys- 



tem, whose mathematical formula con- 
sists almost entirely of unknown quan- 
tities. 



WAK WOULD BE INEVITABLE 



To imagine that the ruling circles in 
France would be "embarrassed" to act as 
patrons of a Fascist Germany would be 
quite childishly naive. France is now 
relying upon Poland, Roumania, and 
Yugoslavia, three countries ruled by a 



Winston Churchill no longer believes 
that, notwithstanding the very wide 
gamut of his political vocal exercises. An 
experiment of this kind was more than 
well made during the years 1918-20 when 
Churchill, according to his own proud 
boast, mobilized "fourteen nations" 
against the Soviet Union. How happy 
the British exchequer would be now to 
have hack those hundreds of millions of 
pounds spent on intervention in Russia ! 
But we mustn't cry over split milk. 
Besides a good lesson was paid for with 
that money. If at that time, in the first 
years of the Soviet Republic when the 
Red army was sill walking in its baby 
shoes— alas, in those years it often had 
nothing on its feet at alii — the troops 
of "fourteen nations" could not win the 
victory, bow much less hope there is 
now, when the Red Army is a mighty 
force, with a victorious tradition, with 
young and yet experienced officers, with 
Inexhaustible reserves raised up by the 
Revolution, and with sufficiently opulent 
military stores! ■ 

The united forces of the encircling na- 
tions, even if they could be dragged into 
the adventure, would be small for the 
task of intervention in the Soviet Union, 
she! Japan is too far off for an independent 
nst the Soviet Union, 
Mikado's government 

. - .- — .... - enough near-by in the 

Yet they flow inexorably from the logic ductive forces, ber national income— all earning years. To make intervention pos- 
©T the European and international B itna- ; these are obviously Inadequate to sup- Bible, a great, highly industrialized, and 



but without rations; the clerk ot the 
closed-up office; the bookkeeper of the 
bankrupt bank; the engineer without oc- 
cupation; the journalist without salary 
or prospect ; the physician whose clients 
are still sick but have forgotten how to 
pay. 

Hitler has refused to answer questions 
about his domestic program on the 
ground that it is a military secret. He 
is not obliged, he says, to give away his 
secret methods of salvation to his poli- 
tical enemies. This is not very patriotic, 



military dictatorship! Is this aecident- 
but it is clever. In reality Hitler has no[ al? Not ln tfle least _ The present French 
secrets at all. However, we are not hegemony over Europe is a result of the 



here concerned with domestic policies. 
In the matter of international politics 



fact that France still remains the sole 
inheritor of the victory of the United 



his position seems at first glance a little states, Great Britain, Italy, and herself, 
more definite. In his speeches and arti-j {I do n(lt name Russia here since she did 
cles Hitler declares war on the Versall- ' not participate in the victory, although 
ies Treaty, whose creature he himself Is. j ebc paid for it with the greatest number 
He specialises in terms of abuse direct- <rf human lives.) From the hands of the 
ed against France. But as a matter of mflst powerful combination of world 
fact if he came into power he would be- ; forces which history has known, France 
come one of the chief pillars of Ver- has received an inheritance which 



tradictions of the international situation. 
A war against the Soviet Union would 
grow out of these circumstances with 
fatal necessity. 

To this pessimistic prognosis you might 
reply by citing the example o£ Italy, 
with whom the Soviet Union has estab- 
lished a modus vivendi. But that objec- 
tion is superficial. Italy js separated 
from the Soviet Union by a series of in- 
tervening countries. Italian Fascism 
rose with the yeast of a purely domestic 
crisis— the national claims of Italy having 
been satisfied liberally enough at Ver- 
sailles. Italian Fascism came to power 
shortly after the great war, at which 
time there could be no talk of a new 
war. And finally Fascist Italy remained 
lonely, and nobody in Europe knew how 
stable the Fascist regime would prove, 
on the one hand, or the Soviet regime on 
the other. 

In all these respects, the position of 
Hitler's Germany would be fatally dif- 
ferent. An external success would be 
necessary to it. The Soviet Union would 
be an intolerable neighbor. We remem- 
ber how long Pilsudski hesitated before 
signing the pact of non-aggression with 
Russia. Hitler side by side with Pilsud- 
ski — that aloue almost answers our 
question. On the other hand France 
cannot help understanding that she is 
not in a position to keep Germany per- 
manently disarmed. The French policy 
will be to turn Fascist Germany against 
the Kast. That will offer an escape 
valve for the national indignation against 
the Versailles regime, and — who knows? 
— maybe we will have the good luck to 
find along this road new sources for the 
solution of that most sacred of all world 
problems, the problem of reparations. 



RUSSIA MUST BE PREPARED 




tion when correctly analyzed— when the 'port her lordly position. The Balkaniza-; 



moreover continental European empire 



analysis starts, that is, from the basic tion of Europe, the stirring up of antaJ would be needed— one which would de- 



factors of politics, and not from phrases, 
gestures, and the other trash of the dem- 



warfare. 

But this wasn't enough. The Recon- 
struction Finance Corporation was organ- 
ized. The purpose of this institution was 
to hand out a subsidy of over a billion 
dollars to the banks and the ml roads. 
They were supposed to start the wheels 
of industry turning with this money. So 
Hoover said. The bankers and railroad 
magnates, however, took the money and 
divided it among themselves, under the 
high soundidng title of "overdue liabil- 
ities". 

Relief "Un-American" 

The Republicans say in their platform 
that federal relief is un-American ; only 
local relief is permitted. Hardly a month 
had passed since the platform was adopt- 
ed and a bill is passed giving federal 
relief to states in need, to the tune of 
three hundred million dolars. And this 
is to be divided among the unemployed 
and their families who total over forty 
million people. Even if ail the red tape 
were eliminated it would amount to 
scarcely ten dollars per person. And 
this for a whole year! 

In a platform of more than twenty 
thousand words hardly a hundred are 
devoted to unemployment. To the de- 
mand for social insurance, the Repub- 
licans give lectures on "rugged American 
individualism". To the cry for relief 
they answer with platitudes about "cour- 
age, fortitude and patence". Starve — 
but starve quietly! They boast to their 
masters that there have been "few strikes 
and social disturbances" under their re- 
gime. They will eat these words yet! 

Is any more proof necessary? The Re- 
publican party remains the most consci- 
ous and willing agents of the exploiters 
of the working class. 

Tffe must organize to destroy both the 
Republicans and the capitalist system 
which they represent. We must vote 
Communist as a sign that we understand 
the first task in our historic mission. 

— CLARKE. 
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HITLER WILL NEED ALLIES 



The German Fascists declare that they 
have two enemies : Marxism and Ver- 
sailles. By "Marxism" they mean two 
German parties — the Communists and the 
social democrats, and one state — the So- 
viet Union. By Versailles, they mean 
France and Poland. In order to under- 
stand what will be the actual interna- 
tional role of a National-Socialist Ger- 
many, it is necessary to weigh briefly 
these elements ot the problem. 

The relation between Fascism and 
"Marxism" is sufficiently clear from the 
experience of Italy. Mussolini's program, 
up to the day of the operetta march on 
Rome, was no less radical and no less 
mystical than that of Hitler. The real- 
ity turned out to be merely a struggle 
against revolutionary and oppositional 
forces. Like its Italian protoype, Ger- 
man National-Socialism can come to 
power only after breaking up the work- 
ers' organizations. This, however. Is no 
simple task. Civil war lies on the road 
between the National -Socialists and the 
power they seek. Even if Hitler should 
get a parliamentary majority by peace- 
ful methods — which may safely be en- 
eluded from things possible — he would 
And it necessary just the same, in order 
to inaugurate a Fascist regime, to break 
the backbone of the Communist party, 
the social democracy, and the trade-un- 
ions. And this is a very painful and 
prolonged surgical operation. Hitler 
himself, of course, understands this. That 
is why he is not at all disposed to ac- 
commodate his political plans to tne un- 
certain destinies of German parliament- 
arianism. 

While covering himself with phrases 
about legality. Hitler 'is awaiting the op- 
portune moment to strike a short and 
sharp blow. Will he succeed in this? 
It is no easy task. But it would be un- 
pardonably light-minded to consider his 
success impossible. And by whatever 
roads Hitler might come to power — 
whether through open doors or by break- 
ing in— the Fascizatlon of Germany 
would mean in any case a severe domestic 
conflict This would inevitably paralyze 
the forces of the country for a consider- 
able period of time, and compel Hitler 
to seek in surrounding Europe, not re- 
venge, but allies and protectors. From 
this fundamental consideration our an- 
alysis must begin. 

In their struggle against Fascism the 
German workers Will naturally seek sup- 
port in the Soviet Union, and they will 
And it. Can you imagine for a moment 
that in these circumstances Hitler's gov- 
ernment will risk getting into an armed 
conflict with France or Poland? Between 
the proletariat of a Fascist Germany and 



gonisms, the struggle against disarms- 1 sire, and be able, to take upon Itself the 
■lent, support to military dictatorships—! principal weight of a holy pilgrimage 
these are the methods necessary to pro-| against the Soviets. To be more accur- 
long the hegemony of France. j ate— a country would be needed which 

The forcible splitting-up of the German had nothing to lose. A glance at the 
nation enters into the system as a link political map of Europe will convince 
quite as necessary as the fantastic bound-' you that such a mission could be under- 
ary lines of Poland with its famous Cor- taken only by a Fascist Germany. More 
ridor. in the language of Versailles, than that, a Fascist Germany would have 
"Corridor" is the name given to an op- no other road left to go. Having come 
eration which other people call removing to power at the price of innumerable vic- 
a rib from a living organism. When' tiros, having revealed its bankruptcy in 
France, while supporting Japan in Man- jail domestic problems, having- capitul- 
churia, swears to God that she seeks] ated to France and consequently to such 
peace, this only means that she stands for] semi-vassal states as Poland, the Fascist 
the inviolability for her own hegemony— r regime would be inexorably compelled to' 
that is, her right to dismember Europe' seek some soTt of gambling way out of 
and reduce it to chaos. Immoderate con- 1 its own bankruptcy, and out of the con- 
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If you take on faith the assertion of 
the Fascist prophets that they will come 
to power during the first half of 1032— 
though we are far from believing thesej 
people on their mere word— it is possible 
to lay out m advance a sort of political: 
calendar. A couple of years must be' 
set aside for the Faselzation of Germany 
— for crushing the German working class, . 
creating a Fascist militia, and restoring 
the cadres of the army. Along about 
1033-34, then, the conditions for a mili-j 
tary intervention in the Soviet Union 
would be adequately ripe. I 

This "calendar" of course assumes 
that the government of the Soviet Union 
will be meanwhile patiently waiting. 
My relations with the present Moscow 
government are not such that I have 
any right to speak in its name or refer 
to its intentions, about which I, like 
every other reader and man of politics, 
can judge only on the basis of all the 
information accessible. Rut I am all 
the more free to say how in my opinion 
the Soviet government ought to act in 
case of a Fascist state revolution in Ger- 
many. Upon receiving the telegraphic 
communication of this event I would, 
in their place, sign an order for the 
mobilization of classes. iWhen you: have 
a mortal enemy before you, and when 
war flows with necessity from the logic 
of the objective situation, it would ge 
unpardonable lightmindednoss to give 
that enemy time to establish and fortify 
himself, conclude the necessary alliances, 
receive the necessary help, work out a 
plan of concentric military actions — not 
only from the west bt from the east — 
and thus grow up to the dimensions of 
a colossal danger. 

Hitler's shock troops are already sing- 
ing all over Germany a marching song 
against the Soviets, composed by a cer- 
tain Doctor Hans Buchner. It would be 
imprudent to let the Fascists drawl this 
martial air. If they are destined to sing 
it, let them sing it staccato. 

Whichever of the two might happen 
to take the formal initiative, a war be- 
tween a government of Hitler and the 
Soviet Government would be ineviable, 
and that too at a very early date. The 
consequences of this war would be in- 
calculable. But whatever illusions they 
might cherish in Paris, one thing could 
be confidently asserted: In the flames of 
a Bolshevik-Fascist war, one of the first 
things to burn up would be the Versailles 
treaty. 

— L. TROTSKY. 



YOUTH NOTES 



JULY ISSUE OF 
YOUNG SPARTACUS 

Send for the July issue of Young 
SparbuJus. Order a bunddle and ddistri- 
bute the papers to the working and Com- 
munist youth. The issue contains arti- 
cles of interest to ail youth. An article 
by N. Gould explains the recent situation 
in the Chicago Young Communist League 

NEW YORK 

The Spartacus Youth Club at its last 
meeting, Friday, July 8, held a discus- 
sion on the "Communists and the Presi- 
dential Elections". Comrade Morris Kent 
led the discussion and a number of com. 
rades participated. On July 15 comrade 
H. Capelis will lead a discussion on the 
"Reasons for the Backwardness of the 
American Working Class". 

A number of highly successful open-air 
meetings were held by the club in the 
past few weeks. Last Thursday a meet- 
ing was held on the corner of Second Ave. 
and 4th St., at which Young Spartaeus 
The Militant, and "Germany, the Key to 
the International Situation" were sold. 
A number of youth contacts were made. 

The picnic held for the Spanish youth 
and the Mexican comrades last Sun.iay 



June 25, 1032. 
Communist Party, 
New Jersey District 7, 
7 Chariton Street 
Newark, New Jersey. 
Dear Comrades :- 

On June 11th, a mass meeting was held 
under the auspices of the Friends of 
the Soviet Union, in Ne\Vark. At this 
meeting a report was made Iiy the dele- 
gation which recently returned from a 
visit to the Soviet Union. One of the 
speakers, comrade Leo I'otrovsky, who is 
also a leading party member, made a 
report in whicli he attacked the Inter- 
national Left Opposition and especially 
comrade Leon Trotsky. 

The members of the Newark branch 
of the Communist League of America 
(Opposition! protested his remarks and 
proposed that an open discussion be ar- 
ranged on the pint form of the Interna- 
tional Left Opposition. Our proposition 
was accepted by comrade liosfcivsky in 
behalf of the party. We therefore re- 
iiuent that you appoint a committee to 
meet with our committee nod make ar- 
rangements for organizing this discussion 
whicli iu our opinion win help material- 
ly to clarify the confusion that exists 
in the Communist ranks with regard io 
the policies of the Left Opposition which 
have been .slandered, misrepresented 
ami distorted by the Party leadership 
and in the Party press. 

With Communist Greetings, 
LOUIS NAOY, 
Secretary of the Newark Branch, 
Communist League of America 
(Opposition) 



Pioneer Publishers Notes 



In a short two weeks What Next by 
comrade Trotsky will be off the press. 
The timeliness of t tie work makes us 
confident that we are going to hang up a 
record for quick sales. We are making 
every effort to achieve this result. In 
next week's issue we expect to be able 
to make a significant announcement 
about the price which Willi make our 
first expectation almost a certainty. 
Watch for it! 

The book will run to about one hun- 
dred and eighty page.-; and will be both 
paper and cloth bound. It will he up 
to our publishing standard in appearance 
and work. Arrangements are being made 
to ship them out against orders immedi- 
ately they come off the press. 

Coming on the heels of the Problems 
of the Chinese Revolution, the publica- 
tion of What Next marks a high point 
in our publishing activities. But we are 
not stopping with this significant achieve- 
ment. We are already preparing for 
our next publication. From this time 
forth we expect to issue a steady stream 
of works by the teachers and leaders, 
both living and dead, of the international 
revolutionary movement. In a short time 
wo will announce what our next publica- 
tion will be. 

BOUND VOLUMES 

Our small supply of the bound volumes 
of comrade Trotsky's pamphlets is get- 
ting steadily smaller. In these bound 
volumes are contained three earlier works 
by comrade Trotsky which are out of 
print and are unobtainable except in 
these bound volumes. These are : The 
Turn in the- C. I. and the Situation in 
Germany which deals with the question 
of social-Fascism; World Unemployment 
and the Five l'ear Plan, which deals with 
the question of economic collaboration 
with Soviet Union ; and The Draft Pro- 
gram of the Comintern which deals with 
the question of socialism in one country. 
We may reprint one or all of these works. 
If we do it will be some time in the fu- 
ture. In the meantime the only oppor- 
tunity our comrades and readers have to 
read and study these important works 
is in the bound volumes. And these are 
going fast. 

Publications hi Foreign Languages 

A number of the works which we ad- 
vertise in England are also obtainable 
from us in Jewish, Russian, Italian and 
Spanish. Comrades who read English 
with difficulty or feel more at home in 
their native languages should apply to 
us for information about thefce publica- 
tions. We may not be able to fill every 
order but we will try. 

Earn A Free Copy of Problems 
of Hie Chinese Revolution 

Have you read Problems of the Chi- 
nese Revolution? How many copies have 
you sold? Comrades who are unemploy- 
ed and cannot afford to buy a copy can 
easily earn a copy by getting orders for 
four paper bound espies. Upon receipt 
of orders for four copies we will send 
the remittee free a copy for himself. This 
offer holds until further notice. It ap- 
plies, of course, only to orders for the 
book itself. That is, it does not apply 
to Militant subs with which the book is 
given as a premium. 

Now comrades, this is your opportun- 
ity i We are of the opinion still that no 
worker who has a dollar can refuse to 
buy this work when all its qualities are 
explained to him. Our experience here 
confirms us in our opinion. If you go 
to it you can do it. 



at Tibbetts Brook Park failed to raise 
any substantial sum of money. A num- 
ber of youth comrades and friends were 
there but few adult sympathizers coop- 
erated. 

Comrades should send in donations for 
the Spanish youth comrades so as to 
help them put out their monthly maga- 
zine, Ycaing Spartacus. 

The Club will hold a camp-fire at Pal- 
isades, Saturday evening July 23rd, com- 
rades will meet on the New York side 
of the 125th St. ferry at 8:30 P. M. All 
comrades invited. 
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The Crisis in the A. C W. 

Independent Clothing WorkersJ Union Formed in Canada 



In the July issue of the Advance, ofli-' 
eial organ of the Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers Union we read a report of a 
ten percent wage cut put over on the 
Philadelphia membership through the de- 
cision of the "Impartial Chairman", 
Judge Stern. This wage cut is one of 
the seasonal wage cuts that are foisted 
upon the membership of the A. C. W. by 
oliicial agreement with the Clothing 
Manufacturers' Association, in addition 
to the unceasing wage reductions in the 
shops that are not recorded. 

It has been the accepted theory and 
practice of the A. C. W. that all disputes 
between it and the clothing manufactur- 
ers are settled by arbitration. Hillman 
has made this system renowned, aa the 
iast word of the ''higher labor strategy" 
in contradistinction to the "uncivilized", 
•jungle" method of the strike. 

To our great amazement however, we 
read further in connection with the 
above wage cut in Philadelphia the fol- 
lowing ponderous edi'orial remarks: 
Hi'.lmaji's New "Militancy" 

"It is all turning in a vicious circle. 
The Philadelphia manufacturers, of 
courae, want the wage cut tor whatever 



dent, been conceived out of the Impot- ault of this incident, was reduced. Hill- 



directly through Hillmaii's offices. 

So what has become of all these great 
"achievements" and the class collabora- 
tion methods which are responsible for 
them? Have they failed? Has Hillman 
decided to discard the "civilized" meth- 
ods and turn to more union power", to 
the "court of last resort"? Does he 
really intend to "square accounts", even 
though "only in the future"? If anyone 
thinks so on the basis of the hypocritical 
pronunciamentos of his lickspittle editor 
on the Advance, he is simply a fool or a 
novice. 

Collapse of "Higher Strategy" 

The Hillman bureaucracy feels that 
all the things mentioned above are al- 
ready too well known and properly evalu- 
ated, especially by the A. C W. members 
themseves. The "higher labor strategy" 
of the Hillman bureaucracy, which so 
closely tied it to the clothing manufac- 
turers and gained a high reputation, pres- 
tige and medals for Hillman in the bour- 
geois world, have brought starvation, 
slavery, demoralization and despair to 
the tens of thousands of clothing work- 
ers. There is hardly a clothing center, 
here or in Canada, where the clothing 



ency of the Hillman bureaucracy to save 
its hold on the Canadian organizations 
and are naturally expressive of that 
mood That is why it accuses the new 
union of granting bigger and better wage 
cuts to the manufacturers ! (They only 
regret that they could not succeed with 
such methods.) "Obviously", writes the 
AdTSnce, "our organization cannot com- 
pete in this policy of unlimited reduc- 
tions. "We are not interested in being 
a preferred company union." (They pre- 
fer to have the monopoly.) "It is the 
business of the union to play a protective 
part in the bargain between the union 
and the employer and not merely to be 
sanctioning every demand of the em- 
ployer!" {Does it really do it?) 

Has the editor forgotten what he has 
written in the previous column about the 
present policies of the Amalgamated and 
the "vicious circle" the Amalgamated is 
in, due to these policies? But this is 
impossible. One might thick that in 
Montreal, at least, the A. C. ,W. pursued 
different tactics. But here we read in 
the declaration of the Committee of 50 
that conducted the struggle against the 
A C. W. bureaucracy In Montreal, the 
following : 

"... If you are not familiar with 



has. But they also want 1 workers have not had the opportunity to 



cash vane it 
it as an advertising device. They can 
tell the trade press and the buyers that 
labor now being cheaper, they can turn 
out better Quality goods for the same 
money or the same quality for leas 
money. So they get the advantage and 
use it. And there the vicious circle be- 
gins, first Chicago and Rochester wanted 
reductions to enable them to compete 
with New York and Philadelphia. They 
got w-hat they wanted. Now Philadel- 
phia must have a further wage reduction 
to be enabled to compete with Chicago 
Rochester and New York. The next in 
line is New York ! It must compete with 
Philadelphia. Then presumably Chicago 
and Rochester will folow. . . 

•The game will have to be stopped soon- 
er or later. Perhaps later will be late and 
the industry will have gone to the dog*. 
The game will not be stopped by holy in- 
vocations or righteous indignation. It la 
up to the union and the union only. It 
may not be in a position today, SO it 
must prepare for the task — today, tomor- 
row, every day. Not impartial arbitra- 
tion but more unio» power Is the court 
of last resort. Accounts will be squar- 
red even though it may take time and 
eftort." 

What has become of that "higher labor 
strategy" to which are attributed all the 
'achievements" of the A. C. W., and on 
which Hillman prides himself on every 
occasion? Has not Hillman by the grace 
of this "higher labor strategy" gained re- 
cognition and prestige among manufac- 
turers, politicians, judges senators, th« 
clergy et al? The monumental achieve- 
ments of the A. C. W. in the sphere of 
"civilization" are recalled with pride by 
Hillman and his lieutenants not only on 
the pages of trade union journals but 
also, and more so, in the capitalist press. 
The Amalgamated "Labor" banks (which 
serve loans to the clothing firms and 
thereby assume responsibility for their 
stability at the expense of the workers) ; 
tiie cooperative houses (where dwellings 
are provided for the union officials and 
business people) ; the unemployment in- 
surance schemes {which serve as a means 
to insure the high salaries of the offici- 
als) ; and above all the famous "Impar. 
tial machinery" to settle disputes In the 
industry and avoid strikes,, are held up 
by Hillman and the bosses alike as a 
model to be copied by the rest of the 
labor unions. 

I recall an editorial that appeared in 
a New York liberal paper some time ago 
in which the Amalgamated system of 
unemployment insurance was cited as an 
example of a successful solution of the 
unemployed problem. According to that 
editorial the A. C. ,W. membership were 



man's agents rati the show in Montreal 
by vicious terror . . . The subterranean 
opposition in the Amalgamated has only 
been organized a year ago. Why had 
the opposition to be secret? . . . 
Autoeracy in the Union 

"More than four years ago the Am- 
algamated leadership had made a pogrom 
on all the Left and progressive tailors. 
They were thrown ou( of the union and 
deprived of their jobs. When the Lefts 
had been chased out of the trade, the 
problems in the union still remained. 
The Left-baiters became the persecuted 
of tomorrow for their open criticism of 
the self-rulership of the Amalgamated 
bureaucrats . . . Democracy was abolish- 
ed ! Elections for local officials were a 
farce. Workers had to vote for candid- 
ates of the cliques. This was only for 
the Executive and Joint Boards. No 
elections for paid officials had been held 
for the last live years. They were ap- 
pointed by a Hiilman agent" and so 
forth. 

The lies and slanders of Hillman and 
his sycophants of the Advance will not 
stop the revolt of the tailors in Canada 
and elsewhere. Their deeds are already 
too welt known. As regards the new un 
ion in Canada we may hope that the 



The Civil War in Chile 

Motive Forces Behind South American «Revolution$» 



the methods of the Hillman agents, give tailors there have learned enough from 

your attention to this example : ( their experience with the Hillman bur- 

"Samuelson's is an open shop. Some eaucracy and its "civilized" union meth- 

tlme before the boas was paying $3.25 ods of class collaboration not to let them- 



get a taste of Hillman's "civilized" union 
methods. And many of them are al- 
ready beginning to react to these methods 
in a direct and efficacious manner. 

The Amalgamated bureaucracy feels 
the bankruptcy of its "higher labor 
strategy" It feels it considerably and 
substantially. It feels it financially and 
organizationally. Its prestige is faliing 
precipitately : both with the manufactur- 
ers and the workers. Ha banks are crash- 
ing. Local unions and centers are re- 
belling. They openly break away from 
the A. C. W. decaying body. The Hill- 
man bureaucracy is experiencing a sink- 
ing of the foundation under its feet. It 
must seek a way of rescuing itself. 
Hence this talk of a change of tactica. 
Hence the hypocritical references to 
struggles . . . "in the future". This la 
essentially the purport of the ponderous 
remarks of the mandacious, hypocritical 
sheet, paradoxically called Advance, It 
Is perfidy multiplied by crass insolence. 
It will not misead anybody. 
* * • 

On the same page of the same Issue of 
the Advance, a slanderous attack Is made 
on the new Clothing Workers Union re- 
cently formed in Montreal, Canada, out 
of the former Amalgamated locals. This 
new union was born in the open revolt of 
the membership against the A. C. W. bur- 
eaucracy for their granting of wage cuts, 
their terroristic methods, expulsions, and 
so forth. The patience of the member- 
ship reached the breaking point. First 
the pressers threw into the face of the 
A. C. W. officialdom their union "protec- 
tion" and the benefits of the A. C. W. 
and quit the union. They were followed 
by the operators and tailors who joint- 
ly organized themsleves into the All- 
Canadian Clothing Workers Union. This 
new union has practically succeeded in 
wresting control from the Amalgamated 
in the clothing centers of Canada and is 
proceeding with further plans of organi- 
zation. 

Hillman Sank in Montreal 

The strategy of the Hillman bureau- 
cracy did not avail. The manufacturers 
have not long enjoyed the benefit of the 
wage cuts, reieived from Hillman as the 
prire of union recognition. Of no avail 
were also the terror and the shrewd, 
tricky maneuvers of the Hillman agents 
who sought to save their dominance over 
the workers. When the Hillman agents, 
in order to save the sinking Amalgam. 
ated ship, at the eleventh hour made 
promises of union democracy and better 
protection only to keep the tailors from 
leaving the Amalgamated, It was already 
too late. The tailors had already cross- 
ed the threshhold. To make them come 



for making a garment. The business 
agent of the A. C. W. came along and 
offered the boss to euB the price to *2J25. 
The condition was that the employed 
force the workers to join the Amalgam- 
ated and collect dues from them. The 
boss' lawyer demanded a written agree. 
ment. The union did not sign the agree- 
ment because the firm Is still in posses- 
sion of an Injunction procured against 
the Amalgamated some time before. The 
price of the garment, however, as a re- 



aelves be led into a new swamp by the 
leaders of the All-Canadian Congress 
with which the new union has been af- 
filiated. They roust remain on guard for 
their interests and build a foundation 
for a real class struggle union. Only 
then will they have achieved a great 
historical task in the interests of the 
masses of tailors and the labor movement 
in general. Only then will their revolt 
against the A. C. W. be fully justified. 
—ALBERT ORLAND. 



We have witnessed recently a series of 
"revolutions" in Chile, expressing them- 
selves in the overthrow of several gov- 
ernments. First of all, the military, ul- 
tra-reactionary dictatorship of Ibanez 
was supplanted by Montero. The latter's 
regime was overthrown, in turn by Davila 
in conjunction with part of the military 
camarilla of which Col. Marmaduke Grove 
is one of the outstanding represeitatives 
Constituting itself a "revolutionary" 
junta and declaring itself to be a "social- 
ist" government, the Davila clique later 
renounced their original views as too ra- 
dical. 

Marmaduke Grove, who has been em- 
ploying even more demagogical phrases 
of an "anti-imperialist" character, for a 
short time succeeded to power In place 
of Davila. Whereupon the latter broke 
with the "revolutionary" junta altogether 
and prepared another coup d'Etat which 
was crowned with success. As we are 
writing these lines. Grove and his fol- 
lowers have been exiled and Davila is 
master of the Chiean household. On the 
one hand, he plays around with ideas 
of a fake working class and "socialist" 
character. On the other, he has initiat- 
ed a most brutal jiersecution against the 
proletarian revolutionary organizations. 
The Communist party and the red trade 
unions have been declared illegal and ac- 
cording to information furnished by the 
bourgeois press, hundreds of Communists 
have been arrested and deported. 

We must pose before us the question : 
What are the reasons flor these con- 
tinual "revolutions" resulting in changes 
of regime of such un instable character? 
And what are the causes for the "radical 



The Stalinists and the Waterfront Work 



NEW XORIt— 

For the last Cve years the Communist 
party and the Trade Union Unity League 
have been functioning on the waterfront 
in New York and the other ports of the 
U. S. A. The writer has come to the 
conclusion that after five years of work 
among the seamen and harbor workers, 
the time has come when it is absolutely 
necessary seriously to take an account 
of what has been accomplished during 
this period. What have been our gains? 
What our losses? What influence have 



the Clyde line a few weeks ago, their, what their political beliefs may be. These 



shameful desertlo* of Soderberg, Bunker 
and Trajer, who were seamen after all, 
good militant marine workers no matter 



Why not the 4 Marx Bros.? 
(Not to Speak of Greta Garbo) 



The event for which the American 

working class has searched the horizon 

like a stranded mariner, has finally been 

we got over the seamen, "harbor" workers 'announced in the public prints. The 



receiving as mch as eighty percent, four- back was impossible. The Amalgamated 
fifths of their average wages (and their ship in Montreal had sunk, 
wages, as you know are very high). The The attacks on the All-Canadian Cloth- 
editor, of course, obtained his information ing Workers Union have, as tt is evi- 

Nine Years of the Struggle of the Left Opposition 

The Ultra-Left Zig-zag in the Comintern 
and the «Third Period» 



and longshoremen?. What has actually 
been achieved? 

Have we a strong, fighting, Industrial 
union? Have we engaged in important 
struggles? Do the seamen and long- 
shoremen come to us for leadership in 
their struggle? Are they ready to tight 
under our banner? 

A truthful answer to the above ques- 
tions, everyone Involved will have to ad- 
mit, can be given only in the negative. 
We must then ask ourselves, why haven't 
we any substantial influence? What is 
wrong ? 

Has our policy toward the seamen 
and harbor workers been correct? Again 
the correct answer is, no The piecards 
and bureaucrats will say : We have got 
influence, but times are bad. Take no 
notice of these social-Fascists and coun- 
ter-revolutionary Trotskyists, etc. 
Fiasco of Bureaucrats 

Answers like these will not, however, 
explain away the fact that after five 



Times of July 15, anonunces the forma- 
tion of the American section of the 
"World Congress Against War" organized 
by Barbusse and Holland as a pacifist 
masquerade for the Comintern. The 
American Committee Is characteristic. 
Here are the names of some of the people 
who are to constitute the organizers of 



facts cannot be side-stepped. And the 
workers in the M. W. I. U. must ask 
themselves: What are we heading for 
under the present leadership? What has 
become of the militants who built up the 
International Seamen's Club, the Marine 
Workers League and founded the Indus- 
trial Union? Why is Harvey, for in- 
stance, in the coal fields? Harvey is a 
seaman and his place is on the water- 
front Why is McGrath in the Soviet 
Union? The seamen are organized one 
hundred per cent over 



there. They 
don't need any organizers from the U. S. 
A. We need all the organizers we can 
get. We are suffering at present from 
too much talk about revolution and 
too little action about organizing. 
For a fighting Opposition 
The seamen and harbor workers ought 



demagogy which makes up the political 
baggage of the various factions fighting 
for power? The answer to these ques- 
tions, we iind in the semi-colonial charac- 
ter of the national ewuomy of Chile, 
which has been going through a veritably 
catastrophic downward development in 
recent years as a consequence of the deep 
world crisis in the capitalist system. 
This economic crisis has been transform- 
ed into a sharp political crisis which. has 
penetrated the entire life of the nation. 
Discontent is extending to all parts of 
the population. In order to be able to 
give a better grasp of the real import 
of the present situation In Chile, we shall 
review in brief the state of its national 
economy and the effect of the world crisis 
on It. 

Chile is one of the most industrialized 
countries in Latin America, But the 
structure of its economy bears a semi- 
colonial and mono- productive character. 
The basic industry of the country is the 
nitrate industry. Copper is next in 
importance. Nitrates represent 46 per 
cent Of its total exports and copper 34 
per cent. This shows us to what degree 
the national economy is dependent upon 
these two products. 

The nitrate industry has been badly 
shaken for years. The international 
agrarian crisis has exercised a strong 
check on the nitrate market through the 
decreased demand for fertilizers. An- 
other cause is the high development in 
the production of synthetic nitrates. The 
coup d'Etat of Ibaness in 1927 was an 
attempt on the part of the national bour- 
geoisie to overcome this crisis (under 
the leadership of American imperialism 
by introducing methods of rationalization 
in production, leading to the shifting of 
the burden of the crisis to the shoulders 
of the working class. To this end, Ibanez 
applied a fierce persecution against even 
the most elementary organisations of the 
proletariat. 

The brutal rationalization which cul- 
minated in the reorganization iof the 
nitrate industry took place under the 
leadership of the Cosach trust, dominated 
In turn by American capital. The gov- 
ernment ceded to this trust all the nitrate 
fields owned by the state, at the same 
time exempting it from the export tax. 
These privileges granted to the Cosach 
outfit by the government made possible 
the existence of enterprises standing out- 
side of the trust. In this manner th* 
British, Jugoslav and Chilean, etc, com- 
panies were forced to enter into the trust. 



the revolutionary movement against Im- to ask these questions at the next meet- 
perialist war: Harry Elmer Barnes, lib- ing of the M. W. I. U. The bureaucratic 



eral historian for the petty bourgeois 
Scripps chain ; Upton Sinclair, well- 
known supporter of peace in peace times 
and of war during war times ; Robert 
Morss Lovett, another petty bourgeois pro- 
fessor ; and Corliss Lamont, the only one 
of the noted family whom (to Daily Work- 
er treats with respect. As if this were not 
enough to form an anti-war center to 
which the Stalinists give, at the very 
least, their tacit support, there are also 
Alia Nazimova, who is undoubtedly a re- 
markable tragedian on the stage ; Leopold 
Stokowski who wields a nifty orchestral 
baton ; Lillian Wald, who also pities the 



years on the waterfront there are not poor; and not the least, Thornton Wilder, 
five functioning ship committees in the' who now treads the Bridge of San Henri 
whole U. S. Mercantile Marine. No dock Barbusse. 



committee whatever. No fraction in re- 
formist I. L. A. or any of the other 
existing unions in New York City and 
elsewhere. j 

The Minks and the other bureaucrats 
will point to their success with the 
River Boat Men of Stockton, California. 



We ask : Why not the four Marx Bro- 
thers? Why not Eddie Cantor, Albertina 
Rasch and Dorsha? Why not Greta 
Garbo and the Hall Johnson choir? Why 
not George Gershwin and Minnie the 
Moocher? And what about Amos and 
Andy, Felix the Cat, Israel Amter and 



But they cannot cover up thereby their Betty Boop-Boop-a-Doop? We don't 

fiasco in the criminal handling of the know if they're all against war or not, 

Philadelphia longshoremen's strike, in and it doesn't matter. But we bet they'll 

the New Orleans strike ; in the strike on put on a much better show at Geneva. 



machine cannot be allowed to continue 
wrecking what has been built up by the 
militants with their sweat and blood. A 
fighting opposition has got to be organ- 
ized, a machine that will counter the 
machine of the Stalinist wreckers. That 
is the one way of making our union a 
real militant, industrial union. 

Beware of the Andersons and the other 
Lovestoneite hangers-on who try to buy 
you with a bowl of greasy stew. Act 
like union men, the union rightly belongs 
to you. Organization is the need of the 
hour, among the seamen as everywhere. 
But we must organize correctly. We 
know how to get what we want, not 
the swivel chair leaders, the ftlinks, the 
Andersous.etc. 

The class conscious seamen and har- 
bor workers must get busy. There is a 
lot of organizing to do, if we are to es- 
cape the threat of starvation that stares 
us in the eye. The way to do it is by 
establishing rank and file control. Get 
into the union and let us all get to- 
gether to run out the pie-cards and bur- 
eaucrats. We have got to choose leaders 
with backbones, not fish bones. 

— B. F. 



The ultra-Left zig-zag in the Russian 
party, which began after the grain crisis 
that followed the Fifteenth Congress ot 
the C. 1'. S. U. at the end of 1927, was 
very soon projected in a direct line to 
the whole of the Communist Internation- 
al. This flight of the frightened bureau- 
crats from yesterday's rank opportunism 
to adventurism is embraced in what has 
become known as the "third period" 
The Tiim at the Ninth Plenum 

The arbitrarily defined period does not 
commence in the Comintern's history 
with its proclamation at the Sixth Con- 
gress, but even more definitely at the 
9th Plenum of the C. I. early in 192S. 
At that time the first signs of a working 
class resurgence in Europe could be de- 
tected, but only the first signs. The vote 
cast for the Communist parties, particu- 
larly in Germany, was increasing, but 
with it, also, the vote cast for the so- 
cial democracy. In a number of other 
countries, however, the working elass was 
either writhing in the pain of a still 
unsurmounted defeat, as In China, or else 
passive under the soporific effects of a 
temporary high conjuncture, as In France 
and the United States. 

The Ninth Plenum, Instead of establish- 
ing the precise stage of development of 
the international labor movement, pro- 
claimed the rise ot a "new and higher" 
stage of the Chinese revolution (not 
counter-revolution, but revolution!), gave 
its blanket endorsement to guerrilla ad- 
venturism, and announced from the mouth 



of Thaelmann and the other spokesmen 
of the Comintern that the working masses 
throughout the woi'ld were becoming 
"more and more radicalized". The warn- 
ings against this light-minded conception 
of an automatic, horizontal progress of 
the revolutionary movement, were of 
no avail, for they were uttered by the 
Opposition. And comrade Trotsky's clear- 
sighted analysis of the real status of the 
movement was not only passed over in 
silence at the Sixth Congress to which 
it was presented, but it was not even 
given to the assembled delegates. 
His study on this subject, never- 
theless remains the first work written 
against the superficial exaggerations and 
ultra-Leftism of the post Bight wing per- 
iod of bureaucratic Centrlsm. 

The Sixth Congress In the middle ot 
1928 carried the Ninth Plenum a lew 
steps further in absurdity. Formally, it 
marked the culminating point of the col- 
laboration between Centrism and the 
Right wing (Stalin and Bucharin). Ac- 
tually, it incorporated into the founda- 
tion of the next period a mixture of 
opportunist premises and ultra-Left de- 
ductions which have been at the root of 
all the eonfusion and defeats suffered by 
Communism since that time. 

The Sixth Congress had many points 
of similarity with the Fifth, which was 
held In 1824 after the defeat in Ger- 
many. In 1924, no defeat was acknow- 
ledged ; on the contrary, the revolution 
was proclaimed to be right ahead. In 



1928, virtually the same atrocious error 
was made with regard to the Chinese 
revolution. In the period of the Fifth 
Congress, Stalin made the novel discov- 
ery that the "social democracy was the 
most moderate wing of Fascism". In 
1928, the Sixth Congress laid the basis 
for the unique philosophy of "social- 
Fascism". The Fifth Congress celebrated 
the victory of "Bolshevlzation" and 
"monolithism", at a time when the very 
basis under the various "Bolshevisk lead- 
erships" imposed upon the national sec- 
tions was being undermined. In 1928, 
the most violent internal struggles were 
being fought behind the scenes of the 
•'unified Communist Intern atonal". The 
Fifth Congress, with ail its ultra-Leftist 
palaver, contained not merely the germs 
of a brief spurt to the Left but also a 
protracted swing to the Right, to the per- 
iod of the Anglo-Russian Committee, of 
the Chiang Kai-Shek alliance, the Anti- 
Imperlalist League and the "Peasants' 
International". The Sixth Congress, for 
all its endorsement of adventurist con- 
elusions, consecrated the revisionist 
theory of socialism in one country and 
established the slogan of the "democratic 
dictatorship of the proletariat and pea- 
santry" (that is, the Kerenskiad or the 
Kuo Min Tang tragedy) as an iron law 
governing the doctrines of the revolution 
on three-tpiarters of the earth. 
Stalin and the Right Wing 
The struggle against the "Eight dan- 
ger" launched at the Sixth Congress, 
which Bucharin had resisted only as re- 
cently the Fifteenth Congress of the 
Russian party, was platonie and anony- 
mous. Its value may be estimated from 
the fact that such a struggle was pro- 
claimed by the international leader of 
the Right wing, Bucharin, from the Con. 
gress tribune. In this manner, the for. 



mal unification of the ruling bloc was was naked'. From his exile in Alma- 
preserved and used to cover up the bit- ' Ata, Trotsky summed up this aspect of 
ter internal dispute. It is instructive to the Congress in a letter to a comrade : 
observe that at the very time that Stalin ! "The theses announce a 'Bolshevlzation 
was busily engaged in sapping the ground and internal consolidation' of the parties 
under Bucharin and Co., going so far of the Comintern and the 'suppression of 
«s to organize an unofficial congress of the internal struggle' The Congress, 
his own, simultaneously with "Bueharin's however, (even as seen through the bars 
Congress", he nevertheless took the lead- set up by the editorial censors) presents 
ership in condemning any rumors about a picture of an entirely different char- 



disagreements in the Russian party lead- 
ership as "Trotskyist slanders" In a 
special report on the subject made by 
Stalin himself to the Council of Elders 
at the Congress, he repudiated ail rumors 
regarding differences in the Russian 
Political Bureau. He empathieally den- 
led that there were any Right wingers 
or Right wing views in the Political 
Bureau or even the Central Committee, 
and. to confirm his assertions. Introduced 
a resolution, signed by himself and every 
other member of the Political Bureau 
which declared : 

"The undersigned members of the Pol- 
itical Bureau of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union declare before the Council of 
Elders of the Congress that they most 
"emphatically protest against the circula- 
tion of rumors that there are dissensions 
among the members of the Political Bur- 
eau of the Central Committee of the C. 
P. S. U." Needless to say, the assem- 
bled marionettes listened solemnly and 
approvingly to this criminally ludicrous 
deception of the Communist Internation- 
al, concocted jointly by Stalin and Buch- 
arin. Everybody at the Congress knew 
the truth ; everybody knew that Stalin 
was simply lying with a straight face; 
but unlike the boy in the crowd of obedi- 
ent and respectful subjects through whom 
the king was passing, nobody could be 
found to rise and shout that the king 



acter. A violent and muffled struggle is 
developing all along the line. Factional 
groupings, large and small, revealed them- 
seves at the Congress in the delegations 
from Germany, England, Poland, the 
United States, Rumania, Juglo-Slavia, 
etc. The delegation of the U. S. S. B. 
naturally was no exception. On the 
contrary, it is the one which transplants 
schisms into the other parties. In a 
multitude of speeches, complaints were 
heard about sharp factional battles 
'which are not justified by any serious 
political differences'. No one took the 
trouble to ask himself how these 'faction- 
al struggles devour' the 'internally conso- 
lidated Communist International'. The 
answer is nevertheless clear. At pre- 
sent, the Comintern is basing itself on 
a bloc composed of the Right and the 
Center, or to speak more precisely, of 
the opportunist faction. The situation 
in the U. S. S. R. and the regime in the 
C. I. have retarded the development of 
the differences of opinion between these 
groups, whereas the class struggle makes 
their coalition, shot at from ail sides, 
insupportable. That is Where the bitter 
factfonal struggles come from in the ab- 
sence of 'important political differences'." 
(Continued in next issue) 

— SHACHTMAN. 



BEAD AND SUBSCRIBE TO 
THE M1UIT>ANT 



Production which had Increased consider- 
ably in the first years of the Ibanez dic- 
tatorship, has suffered of late, an enor- 
mous decrease, in which overproduction 
is the determining factor, although the 
intentions of the trust to maintain the 
price level also have their effect. 

This can be seen from the following 
figures. In December 1922, production 
stood at 285,000 tons. In September 1930, 
at 185,000 tons. We have no recent data 
on hand, but there can be no doubt thai 
with the sharpening of the crisis, pro- 
duction has decreased much more yet. 
As a consequence of all this, more than 
halt the workers in the industry are out 
of jobs. 

While the nitrate industry is divided 
up among the capitalists of the various 
countries, the copper industry is almost 
entirely in the hands of Yankee capital. 
As a result of the crisis, this industry 
is working at about two thirds of its 
capacity. Prices have fallen in alarming 
proportions. Thousands of workers have 
been thrown out of work and those who 
are still working have had their wages 
reduced 40 per cent. 

The nitrate and copper crisis has been 
converted into a national crisis. The 
situation in the other industries follows 
closely along the same lines. The crisis 
lias gripped with just as disastrous con- 
sequences the coal and the transport in- 
dustries. Commerce and agriculture are 
likewise caught in its grip. 

The unstable economic structure of 
Chile, which must depend upon its ex- 
ternal market so lavishly, is manifest In 
the present economic crisis and its poli- 
tical implications. The struggle between 
the imperialists, the weakness of the na- 
tional bourgeoisie, the parasitic role it 
plays as the prostitute servant of what- 
ever imperialism has more to offer, also 
calls forth the instability of the govern, 
mental camarillas, the "revolutions", the 
constant intrigues in which the represen- 
tatives of the various imperialist powers 
participate. The heterogeneous charac- 
ter of the ruling class further aggravates 
the vacillations of the political power 
and create the ground for military dicta- 
torships and reactionary regimes known 
for their fierce persecution not only of 
the working class but also of their poli- 
tical adversaries in the contending bour- 
geois cliques. 

This accounts for the continual "rev- 
olutions", not only in Chile but in all of 
Latin America. In Chile it merely came 
to a sharper point than elsewhere. The 
crisis is more acute there and results In 
a sharpening ot the class struggle, ex- 
pressed in strikes and working elass de- 
monstrations. This state of development 
of the class struggle also explains the 
"proletarian" demagogy and the "antt- 
tmperialist" phrases employed by the dif- 
ferent bourgeois camarillas to shunt off 
the strong militant sentiments of the 
working class along harmless channels. 
Unfortunately, these sentiments have nol 
reached the point of clear class consci- 
ousness. —ALBERTO GONZALEZ. 
(To be continued) 
CORRECTION 
In the sixth paragraph of comrade 
Trotsky's article "Stalinism in Straits; 
Opposition on Upsurge," on page 1 of 
our last Issue, an unfortunate typograph- 
ical error was made. It reads : "The 
general line Is incorrect, but the execu. 
lives are poor." It should read, of 
course: "The general line is correct, but 
the executors are poor," 
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Aftermath of Lausanne 

European Powers Seek United Front Against United States 



Contrary to expectations, the European 
powers did manage to come to at least 
a temporary agreement on reparations at 
Lausanne. Faced witli the perspective of 
a bankrupt and politically tottering cap- 
italist Germany, the Allied vultures have 
agreed for the time being to release their 
claw's grasp from the throat of their 
Teuton competitor. 

The German Junker delegation at Lau- 
sanne spoke hard words and came off 
with a sigh of relief. The governments 
of Great Britain, France, Italy and Bel- 
gium have decided to give German cap- 
italism a breathing spell on the exter- 
nal front so as better to lie able to en- 
trench reaction with'n the country and 
to prepare the crushing o£ the internal 
enemy — the awakening German proletar- 
iat. 

What the Agreement Consists of 

The agreement arrived at by tlie dip- 
lomats in the conference reduces the ori- 
ginal reparations sum demanded of the 
lteich -- ijKW.OOaOOO.OOO-- to a mere $730,- 
000,000. $8,000,000,000 of the original 
sum had already been paid under the 
Dawes ana the Young plans. The pay- 
ment of the remaining $750,oOO,(X!O is to 
take the form of bond issues which are 
not to be redeemed for more than three 
years. The Germans are thereby granted 
a greater concession than ever before. 
A new alignment o£ the imperialist forces 
is in the offing. 

It is well known that American press- 
ure had a great deal to do with the ac 
cord finally achieved. Herriot, the lead- 
er of the French delegation has admit- 
ted as much in his report before the 
Chamber of Deputies. American private 
capital has some $0,000,000,000 dollars 
at stake in Germany not counting various 
trade advantages, concessions, etc. The 
action of the European powers was, in 
this sense, a gesture to draw out of the 
Wall St. government a compromise with 
regard to their own war debts, amounting 
to some $10,000,000,000 at this date. 

But the continental imperialists do not 
restrict themselves to gestures, nor do 
they store great hopes In the good faith 
of their American creditor. Perhaps 
even more sensational and more impor- 
tant than the settlement made at Lau- 
sanne is the new entente that has been 
formed or rather, reformed by Great 
Britain and France "'in the spirit which 
has inspired the Lausanne agreement". 
The entente provides for coordination in 
the efforts of each country to obtain a 
favorable deal on war debts from Wash- 
ington, It further proposes to find a com- 
mon '"solution for the disarmament ques- 
tion which will be beneficial and equit- 
able for all the powers concerned". That 



of European governments in opposition to 
the hypocrytically pacifist {for the other 
powers | plans of Ihe Hoover administra- 
tion. Finally, the official statement an- 
nouncing the entente expresses the 
■"hope that other governments will join 
them in adopting their procedure", an 
obvious feeler extended to the Germans, 
considering that this organized coopera- 
tion will also preoccupy itself with the 
'■practical preparation of the world eco- 
nomic conference". 

The Significance of the New Entente 

Just how serious this newest step of 
the diplomats actually is, can be gath- 
ered from the manner in which they pro- 
ceeded. Immediately after the adjourn- 
ment of the Lausanne gathering, rumors 
of a Franco- British accord began to 
spread. At first, there were vigorous 
denials by both parties concerned. Things 
went so far that even the parliamentary 
bodies of the two powers were not in- 
formed of the affair. Only one hour be- 
fore Parliament was dissolved for the 
summer period did Mir John Simon, the 
British Foreign Minister inform the 
House of Commons of the action taken, 
so that, no debate would be possible. 
Immediately after Sir John's announce- 
ment, all sorts of "interpretations" came 
pouring in from Downing Street. In 
Parts, a similar atmosphere was created. 

All these indications point to the con- 
clusion that the European front is be- 
ing organized against the American ra- 
tion master. As a confirmation of this 
conclusion can .be considered tlie fact 
that the official announcement of the new 
Franco-British entente followed only af- 
ter the American Secretary of State had 
denied any and every sort of participa- 
tion of the Washington administration 
in the agreement accomplished at Lau- 
sane. It was really Stimson's state- 
ments that called forth the publication 
of the treaty. 

It is altogether unlikely that the Eur- 
opean united front against Yankee cap- 
ital wili reach the point of realization. 
The conflicts on the continent are too 
deep-rooted and much too dependent up- 
on national consideration for a solid in- 
ternational front to be established. The 
American colossus still holds the fate of 
many of tlie lesser countries in the bal- 
ance. An agreement like the present can 
be prompted merely by temporary neces- 
sities. The Lausanne accord still re- 
mains tenative to decision by the various 
national legislative organs. It is only 
the threat of proletarian uprising, with 
Germany as the power house, that forces 
the imperialist robbers to bring their 
heads together in parley. 

The German working class has gained 



is, it advances the idea of a united front; nothing by Lausanne. There is not a 



The «Bonuseers» at Washington 



By withholding or misrepresenting 
the facts, by refusing to "advertise" the 
cause of the soldiers, the bourgeois pa- 
pers thought the bonus movement would 
die a natural death. The notices in the 
press would give you the impression t&at 
the ex-soldiers are acting as their own 
pallbearers. 

What are the facts? There are now 
(and this is a conservative estimate) 
30,000 ex-soldiers In the camps. la oae 
camp alone there are 15,000 men, an in- 
crease of a 100 per cent over last month, 
and more are coming in. For every one 
going out at least ten are coming in. 
In all, about 200 have returned home — 
most of them sick, their nerves all shot. 
Those known to be welt are given the 
"grand razaberry" and marked "yellow- 
bellies." 

Veterans Stick 

The ex-soldiers have thumbs down on 
the $100,000 appropriation which would 
provide for each one of them a railroad 
ticket to go home and 75c for food lor 
each day's traveling. This amount ex- 
pended wouid be deducted from tlie bonus 
when it is due, in 1945. This insult is 
being buried by the curses of the soldiers. 
Out of the bars of the "Veterans Admin- 
istration" ticket window in Union Sta- 
tion, the idle clerks stare blankly. 

While the press is playing a sort of 
hide and seek w-ith these men who "bum- 
med" their way to Washington, the gov- 
ernment officials are trying to palm them 
off as pleasantly as possible for benefit 
of tourists. About a hundred feet away 
from the camp, they have put up about 
thirty army tents. Though condemned 
by the army commission, they are com- 
paratively neat and clean looking. They 
are set up in the form of a right angle 
that holds, as It were, within its span, 
and at the same time hides from the 
vehicular approach, the squalor of the 
camp. Police Commissioner Glassfoid 
personally took a hand in putting up these 
tents. 

Not only this. The newsreel photo- 
graphers have been ordered not to show 
anything of the soldiers which would 
arouse other veterans to join them, or 
create for the marchers favorable public 
opinion. (However, the photographers 
are to be ready to take riot scenes or 
other disturbances!) 

Observe how they're arranging the 
"show-window" for display. It pays to 
advertise. But the advertisers reckon 
without their "product", the soldiers 
themselves. The officials will have to re- 
sort to a couple of other tricks, and 
there's no doubt they've got them up their 
sleeve. But it will be a tough thing to 
put it over on the men. 

The 30,000 soldiers are there to stick 
until decent relief is provided. 'What 
■would be the use of our going home", said 
one of the soldiers. "There's not a day's 
work to be gotten. Many of us have no 



homes. Those of us who have homes are 
going to lose them because we can't pay 
the taxes. If we turned back there'd be 
nothing to do out bum around and beg. 
We've got some pride. We'll stick to- 
gether. There's hope in that." 
BoBUseers Still Deluded 
But still pumped up with some of the 
bourgeois prejudices, the ex-soldiers are 
passive. They still believe that tolera- 
tion of the Waters' leadership is best 
for getting them what they want. B-ut 
under this passivity is deep resentment 
and they are watching to see what the 
"leaders" will actually do for them. 

So there they are in this squalid camp. 
Government ollicials urge them to be 
clean : — to be clean in a garbage heap 
beside a filthy river ! The food supply 
Is running out. The men are compelled 
to send out committees to "chisel" meat 
from this butcher, lard from that grocer, 
etc. You will know the quality of the 
food from the fact that hundreds of the 
men, and children too, are suffering 
from diarrhea. The children— there are 
200 of them — are especially hard hit be- 
cause of the dlificulty of getting sufficient 
.' fresh milk for them, 
i '"We must have relief!", said a soldier 
, to me. "They better come across. They 
' think us bums. Yes, but they better 
i come across! — -When women and children 
roll in the mud and s . . . , it's: beginning 
to be time to do something about it. 
Afraid, eh? Let them call the militia. 
In one minute we've got more experience 
than they have with all their training! 

It is now almost seven weeks since the 
marchers entrenched themselves in Wash- 
ington. Of all the sections of the work- 
ing classes, they have been hardest hit. 
They have been compelled by the class 
struggle to take this means of demand- 
ing relief for themselves. True, they are 
not yet class conscious. But they are be- 
ginning to think a little of their enemies, 
as witness in the camp the mock graves 
of Hoover, Mellon, Heed, and Dawes, 
(the sculptured images of these gentle- 
men on top of the graves). "Millions 
for war ; starvation for the soldiers", 
t reads one of their slogans. 
' The bourgeoisie will find this situation 
a hard nut to crack. They will resort 
to all sort of tricks and maneuvers t» 
buy the soldiers out at the lowest possi- 
ble price. When the government is con- 
vinced of their determination to stick, 
it may institute some plan to .pay tfcera 
a pittance, getting the money back for 
example thru a special bonus tax; or 
they may have a plan to give them 2 or 
3 days work, a week, provided by each 
state. These jobs to be open to them by 
firing those now working on relief jobs. 
So they may try to substitute this job- 
less army for another. It's safer. 

Whatever the plans, what they want 
ti» do Is to win them over to the reac- 
tion. 



thought in the minds of the German re- 
action to release their stranglehold on 
Germany's workers. The lease of life 
which German capitalism has received 
on the international front will surely in- 
stigate an even harder drive than before 
to push Fascism into power. 

The struggle of the German working 
class against the Fascist menace Is a 
struggle of international significance. 
The victory of the German working class 
alone will open the road for a solution 
of the impasse on the continent by 
paving the way for a Soviet United Sta- 
tes of Europe. Only a Soviet United Sta- 
tes of Europe can help the old world to 
ward off the shackles of Wall Street dom- 
ination and save it from degeneration 
into barbarism. 

—SAM GOKDON. 
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The Barbusse Congress Against War 



(Continued from page 1) 
means to this end the policy of the un- 
ited front can be of great service. The 
last session of the Executive Committee 
Of the Second International pronounced 
itself against Japan and "for the defense 
of the U. S. S. R." We know the weight 
and the value of this defense inasmuch 
as the decision of the leaders is con- 
cerned. But the very fact of the adop- 
tion of this decision is an Indication of 
the force of the mass pressure (the crisis 
and the danger of war). The Comin- 
tern was duty bound in these circum- 
stances to develop the policy of the un- 
ited front on an international scale, i. 
e., to propose to the Second and the Am- 
sterdam Internationals openly before the 



world proletariat a definite, carefully 
weighed program of practical measures 
against the danger of war. 

But the Cominten is silent. The Pro- 
fintern is silent. The initiative is sur- 
rendered to two pacifist writers, one of , 
whom — Somain Holland — is undoubtedly : 
a great writer and a prominent person, ! 
but a man who is not engaged in poli-j 
tics, and the other — Barbusse — is a paci- j 
fist and a mystic, a Communist or one 
expelled from the Communist party, but 
at any rate an advocate of the complete 
fusion of the Communist parties with the 
social democracy. "Join us", say Holland 
and Barbusse. Answer "Present!", l'Hu- 
manite joins In the refrain. Is it possi- 
ble to imagine anything more monstrous, 
more capitulatory and more criminal 
than this crawling of official Commun- 
ism before petty bourgeois pacifism? 

Id Germany, it is declared Impermissi- 
ble to apply the tactics of a united 
front to the mass organizations of th» 
workers, with the aim of exposing the 
reformist leaders. At the same time, a 
united front on an international scale is 
being applied, of which the first steps 
are turned into a boosting campaigE foi 
the worst of the gallery of reformist 
traitors. Vandervelde is surely "for 
peace". He reckons that it is more ad- 
vantageous and convenient to serve in 
the ministry of his king in time of peace i 
than in time of war. And thus, the im- 
pudent aphorisms of this social patriot, 
whose signature, if I am cot mistaken, 
appears on the Versailles Peace Treaty, 
are made into a program of the huge 
anti-War Congress. And l'Humanite 
gives its support to this treacherous and 
pernicious masquerade. 

In Germany, it is a question of ward- 
ing off the Fascist counter-revolutionary 
pogrom, which immediately and directly 
threatens not only the working class but 
Its reformist organizations and even its 
reformist leaders. To the social dem- 
ocratic gentlemen, It is a question of 
salaries, of state privileges and even of 
their own hides. One must be in a state 



of complete bureaucratic idiocy to refuse 
to utilize correctly and systematically the 
great, sharp contradictions between 
Fascism and the social democracy in Ihe 
Interests of the proletarian revolution. 

In the question of war, however, it 
is an entirely different matter. War 
does not at all constitute a' direct threat 
to the reformist organizations, particu- 
larly to their leaders. On the contrary, 
experience has shown that war opens 
up dizzying careers for the reformist 
leaders. Patriotism is just that ideology 
which most closely ties the social dem- 
ocracy to its national bourgeoisie. If it 
is possible, even inevitable, that the so- 
cial democracy will be forced in some 
form or other, within certain bounds, to 
defend itself against Fascism, when tlie 
latter will seize it by the throat, (and it 
will seize it), the possibility that the 
social democracy of any country should 
conduct a struggle against its bourgeoisie 
in the case of a war declaration, be it 
even against the Soviet Union, is entirely 
excluded. The revolutionary campaign 
against war has as its particular and 
specific aim the exposure of the deceit 
and the putrefaction of social democratic 
pacifism. 

But what docs the Comintern do? It 
prohibits the utilization of the absolutely 
real and deep antagonism between the 
national social democracy and national 
Fascism, while it attempts to grab hold 
of the illusory, hypocritical antagonism 
between the international social dem- 
ocracy and Its imperialistic master. 

If in Germany the united front is al- 
together prohibited, on the 'international 
scale the united front is from the very 
b*glnning given a decorative, masquerad- 
ing, deliberately deceptive and rotten 
character. Exploiting the idealistic naiv- 
ete of the absolutely sincere Remain Hol- 
land, all falters and dirty careerists, re- 
tired social democratic ministers and can- 
didates for the ministry will declare: 
"Present!" For this gentry the Congress 
will serve as a sanaturium where they 
will improve their somewhat besmirched 
reputations in order to sell themselves at 
a higher price. This was the manner in 
which the participants in the Anti-Im- 
perialist League acted. We are faced 
with a repetition of a Kuo Min Tang 
and an Anglo-Russian Committee on a 
world scale. 

There are pedants who doubt if we 
are correct in defining the international 
Stalinist faction as Centrism. Those who 
have been poisoned by ill-digested textn, 
are incapable of learning from living 
facts. Here you have ideal, classic, uni- 
versale Centrism in full bloom : its nose 
turned to the Right, its tail still strongly 
inclined towards the Left. Draw a line 
uniting its nose With its tail and you 
will find the orbit of Centrism. 



History is at a breaking point. The 
whole world is at a breaking point to- 
day. And so is Centrism. In the U. B. 
S. R. the Stalinists still continue to 
prattle about the abolition of classes in 
live years and at the same time they 
are restoring the free market. The ultra- 
Left tall docs not yet know that the 
wise opportunist head has decided. In 
the domain of cultural policy in the U. 
S. S. It. a sharp turn has been made to 
the Right. The mute turn, to be sure, 
without any commentary, but a so much 
the more threatening one. The same 
has taken place in the policies of the 
Comintern. While the luckless Piatnlt- 
zkys are still showing tlie remnants of 
the ultra-Leftist cud, t lit* Manuilskys 
have already been ordered to turn their 
heads to the Right without regard for 
their spinal vertebrae. Never a-i yet In 
the nine years of it* practise has the 
epigone school revealed its iiiiprincipied- 
ness, its ideological shallowness and its 
practical knavery in so naked and shame- 
less a manner as this. 

Bolshevik- Leninists ! The symptoms 
of a great historical turn are accumul- 
ating in the world atmosphere This 
turn is bound to have its effects on the 
destiny of our faction. Already we are 
charged with tasks of truly great his- 
torical significance. The struggle against 
war menus above all a struggle against 
pacifist masquerading and Centrist bur- 
eucratic quackery. It is necessary to 
launch a pitiless campaign to expose the 
contradictions of the Stalinist apparatus, 
whose bankruptcy in the impending 
great events is inevitable. 

The defense of the U. S. S. K. is not 
a parlor phrase with which tile not al- 
ways disinterested friends of the Stalin- 
ist bureaucracy parade The intwnatlou- 
al defense of the L\ S. S. It. is becoming 
increasingly more dependent upon the in- 
ternational revolutionary struggle of the 
proletariat. Where the blood and fate of 
millions are at. stake, the greatest clar- 
ity is needed. Nobody today is rendering 
better service to the class enemy thuu 
the Stalinist apparatus which In the 
struggle for the remnants of its prestige, 
is sowing confusion and chads every- 
where. 

Holshevik-Lenlnists ! You will be charg- 
ed with an enormous task. Weeks and 
months are approaching when every rev- 
olutionist will have to show Vhat he Is 
worth. Carry the ideas of Marxism and 
Leninism into the ranks of the advanced 
workers. Help the international prole- 
strait jacket of the Stalinist bureaucracy 
tarian vanguard extricate itself from tlie 
which has lost its head. What Is In- 
volved is no small matter: It is the 
fate of the U. S. S. R. and the world 
proletarian revolution. 
June 13, 1932 

—LEON TROTSKY. 



The Census Report and the Middle CI 



ass 



The government, the press, the cinema,' 
the church (which has set up tent in 
the Right. A mute turn, to be suret, 
solation"), together with the liberal mis- 
leaders, are allied and linked together in 
this task of winning them over to tie 
reaction. 

What Is Our Task? 

The marchers are approaching the bor- 
ders of class consciousness. We must 
help them over tlie border. | 

The task is most difficult. The er- 
soldlers and the rest of the American 
working class has no deep-rooted revolu- 
tionary traditions. It has had no long 
sustained revolutionary activity, due to 
the country's comparatively steady eco- 
nomic expansion. Hut now under the 
blows of a terrific crisis, the masses b*- 
gin to awaken to class consciousness. The 
American worker is extremely slow to 
change. But when he does change, he 
moves in quick tempo. And he change* 
strong. 

In so far as we enlighten these ex- 
solfiters, awaken them, in bo far as we 
arouse their class Initiative we arouse 
the initiative of millions of workers. 

For this a patient, persistent prepara- 
tory work ia necessary. The class con- 
scious soldier must mingle with Ore 
others in their camp, fraternize with 
them, be devoted to them, awaken litem 
to class consciousness. Thus he will be 
able to fight more effectively for free 
speech in the camp, for direct rank and 
file control of the officers, etc. 

Hut he will not be able to fight for 
influence among the men by wanting an a 
priori leadership, by a display of verbal 
fireworks, by wanting "officially success- 
ful" isolated demonstrations Irrespective 
of time and circumstance. Such vulgar 
theatrical Leftism will not do. 

Patient, persistent explanation. Con- 
centrate your strength to enlighten them. 
Fraternize with each contingent. Root 
yourself amongst them. Win them over. 
Consolidate the employed and unemployed 
around them. And fight : For cash relief. 
For unemployment Insurance, For tie all 
hour day, For extension of long term 
credits and resumption of trade with 
Russia, For the defense of the Soviet 
Union ! q. j>. 



The government has just released the 
1930 census figures of the gainfully em- 
ployed. These figures list workers own-' 
ers, bankers and managers. Like all 
statistics of the capitalist, they must be 
analyzed before they are of value for 
the working class. These figures pre- 
sent a decline in the number of foreign- 
born workers. The native white and 
Negro workers show an Increase, but this 
can be accounted for by the natural popu- 
lation increase and not the influx of 
workers Into industry. There are 7,411,- 
127 foreign-horn "employed", 5,503,535 
Negro and about a half a million Spanish- 
Americans. The census lists all who are 
able to work as gainfully employed re- 
gardless of the six million workers un- 
employed at the time the census was 
taken. 

Labor Shifts 

These figures show a shift of labor 
power from the division of production 
to the division of distribution. Farming, 
lumbering, fishing and mining show a 
decline of labor power employed at 
production while those occupations 
listed under distribution show an 
increase. Manufacturing and transporta- 
tion show a total gain due to population 
increase but basic occupation divisions 
of this total show a marked decline. 
The ligkt industries such as: dressmak-} 
Ing, tailors, millinery, upholstery, leather, 
tobacco, food, etc., show & decline in 
labor power. In heavy industry : iron, 
steel, metal, molding machine, boiler- 
making, lumber, and railroad transpor- 
tation show a decline. These figures pre- 
sent the effects of the contradictions 
capitalism is moving in, with increased 
production and a permanent army of un- 
employed, with a lower standard of liv- 
ing, and increased capital and wealth is 
the hands of fewer capitalist. 

More light will be thrown on these fig- 
ures when we divide them into classes. 
The following is a list of the non-worker 
gainfully employed taken from the 
census : 

Non-Workers Gainfully Employed 
Finance, bankers, 

brokers, etc. 221,504 

Industry, owners 245,008 

Transportation 138,707 

Wholesale, owners 83,525 

Domestic, owners 258,340 

Retail, owners 1,703,522 

Farmers Owners 

and tenants 6,012,012 

Professional, credit 

agents, etc. 3,541,562 

Government employees 600,513 
Managers, officials, In- 
spectors, real estate 
agents, etc. 1,179,760 

Foreman, overseers, etc. 595,029 
14,750.504 
Gainfully employed Total 48,829,92© 
Non- workers 14,750,407 



34,079,522 



The fifteen million non-workers gain- 
fully employed make up the exploiting 
class and their office boys. Over four- 
teen million of these make up the "great" 
American middle class The ideology as 
well as the line of march of this class 
is as varied as ther rainbow and is con- 
stantly changing colors. 

For example, the retail merchants in 
struggle against the chain stores react 
than the managers of the chain stores 
who carry on the business for the own- 
ers. The personnel of the industrialist 
see things somewhat different than the 
personnel of the financier. The tenant 
farmers do not view matters like the 
farm owners. The poor farmer, middle 
farmer and rich farmer have their dif- 
ferences. Some of the petty bourgeois 
want to turn the wheels of Industry back- 
ward. Others trail behind the industrial- 
ist, others behind the financier, and some 
behind the workers, but all of them think 
they are capable as a class of leading the 
workers. 

The more one considers the middle 
class, pressed between the capitalist and 
the workers, the more otic can realize 
the vacillations and different layers at 
juxtaposition to each other. The van- 
guard of the workers must be able to 
utilize this division within the enemy. 
In America the parliamentary structure 
gives the middle class great advantages 
in the general administration of city, 
county, and state politics but the whole 
structure is well organized to leave the 
determining forces of the government in 
the hands of the dominating imperialist 
group. 

Middle Class in U. S. 

The middle class within the American 
structure is able to press heavily upon 
the developing working class. It takes 
organizational forms in many ways, from 
farmer-labor parties to Anti- Imperialist 
Leagues; from craft job control to anti- 
political action ; from a struggle to re- 
duce the cost of living to the fight to 
obtain a glass of beer under the leader- 
ship of Green and Walker. 

The Communist can only utilize the 
petty bourgeoisie against the bourgeoisie, 
If this class is considered In Us nianfold 
divisions and sections and not as a homo- 
geneous mass. In the class struggle the 
middle class must always be considered 
as fellow travelers. Individuals of this 
class, who leave their class, who throw 
overboard their ideoogy, who learn Marx- 
Ism, are an entirely different problem 
for us. The petty bourgeoisie as a class 
cannot lead and can only be of value 
if they follow the proletariat In the 
struggle against capitalism. The main 
danger of the working class is to trail 
behind the middle class. Our key to 
this problem is the program, policies and 
tactics of the Communist party. Centr- 
ism has failed in this task. Today, Stal- 
inism 1b sot winning individuals from 



this class on the basis of Marxism; Stal- 
nism is incorporating petty bourgeois 
policies which cause this class to lloek 
to the banner of "revolution". TIte Mili- 
tant from week to week elaborates on 
these son-Marxism policies of Centrism. 

Under Stalinism the workers are not 
brought to the movement on Ihe basis 
of Marxism ; they are won on the basis 
of opportunism, adventurism, and petty 
bourgeois ideas. I'ndcr such a regime 
these woikors do not and cannot shake 
off completely their bourgeois ideology. 
Under a Marxian leadership the "green" 
worker is assimilated in the Bolshevik 
current. Stalinism warps the new re- 
cruits. 

Our task is to win the working class 
and with this class pressure to force 
layers of the petty bourgeoisie to sup- 
port our position. Only in this sense 
do we want the middle class as a class 
ally. With increased class struggles and 
increased class pressure, under Commun- 
ist leadership, having a Marxian policy, 
layers of the middle class are forced to 
support our position. As the struggle 
increases, new layers of workers brought 
into action will force up new layers of 
allies. Only on this basis can allies be 
of value to us. 

Regain Proletarian Base First 
An ebb or defeat In the line of march 
of our class will cause sections of our 
allies to withdraw and often turn on 
us. We cannot regain these allies by 
compromise, as Stalinism does in all 
parts of the world. We can only regain 
these allies by regaining our own class 
position first. Necessary steps must be 
taken, reorganization or retreat, to con- 
solidating our own class forces at a 
level suitable for [he task, enabling us 
to maintain our position and to strike 
out in new class battles for new posi- 
tions. 

The Communist league of America 
cannot ignore the large middle class In 
America as a valuable ally or bitter en- 
emy. The best way not to Ignore this 
class is to learn from the blunders' of 
Stalinism, replace It with a Marxian line 
and give our full energy to our own 
class, the working class. The Commun- 
ist must point out the road for the work- 
ing class. The greater the numbers of 
workers we move Into action against cap- 
italism the broader is our class base and 
the greater will be the layers of allies 
forced to move In our line of march. With- 
out this class base, the class guarantee 
Is lacking, and the allies will lead the 
workers to defeat. Such Is the logic of 
Stalinism in Germany in 1923, in China 
in 1927; and such is the road their line 
of march is leadng to in America. The 
Communist worker must fight against the 
Stalin stranglehold for Marxism, for the 
Marxian policies of the Left Opposition. 

— H. O. 



WORKERS 
OF THE 
WORLIK 
1/iVITE 



THE 



Weekly Organ of the Communist League of America [Opposition] 





Published weekly by the Communist Lc-s<we of America (Opposition) at 84 East 10th Street, New York, N. Y. Entered as second class mail matter, November 28, 1928 at the Post Office at New York. X. Y. under the act of March <, 1879 



VOLUME V, NO. 30 [WHOLE NO. 126] 



NEW YORK, SATURDAY, JULY 23, 1932 



PRICE 5 CENTS 



On THE SPOT 



BATA QUITS A 
BATTY SYSTEM 

As these lines are written Thomas Bata 
of Czechoslovakia, the big boot and shoo 
man, is putting all the other suicides in 
the capitalist world next to pure reading 
matter. Not sinee Krueger of Stock- 
holm addekl an additional hole to the 
oriftcial equipment of his head la a Paris 
hotel did the death of any capitalist 
magnate cause as much consternation as 
that of Thomas Bata. While I am will- 
ing to go a long way in believing that 
the capitalist papers will print almost 
any story that is not fit to print they 
are liable to put their penthouse and 
airpane cases on the inside pages with 
the "I refuse to pay for the bed and 
hoard" stuff if suicides in high places 
continue at the present rate. In times 
of crisis the capitalist papers get their 
orders to cut out all the movie stuff about 
printing the story and be damned. 



KKUEGER ROSE FROM AND 
WENT TO THE BOTTOM 

A few years back magazines flourished 
by giving the stories of men high in the 
capitalist system who rose from the bot- 
tom. But so many of those men of 
genius have gone to the bottom since the 
panic of 1929 that only an official organ 
of a mortuary association could now 
make capital out of their lives. Krueges 
operated in almost all capitalist coun- 
tries. Even the old financiers paid hom- 
age to him. He dictated the policies of 
governments by loans. His financial-in- 
dustrial pyramid was based on the toil 
of hundreds of thousands of wage-slaves. 
It was the same old system by which 
the many are compelled to pay toll to the 
few ever since the birth of capitalism. 
> * * > 

KRUEGER, INSULL, CAFONE 
— ALL SELF-MADE MAN 

Thomas Bata literully started on a shoe- 
string. Like a good many of the big men 
of business he got his real start during 
the war. He got government contracts. 
Perhaps he did not put good leather in 
the shoes he made for the Austro-Hun- 
garlan soldiers who tramped to death for 
a cause that meant nothing but a con- 
tinuation of slavery for them if their 
armies were victorious. Not so with the 
ruling classes. The Bat as and Insulls 
and Kruegers make money oa wars even 
if the countries to which they owe nom- 
inal allegiance ose. The workers always 
lose except when they fight for them- 
selves. Soviet Russia pointed the way. 
» • « • 

BATA BELIEVED IN 
FORD METHODS 

Bata was ar; admirer of tl-.t eftclancy 
methods practised by our own Henry 
Ford who will be regarded as one of 
those industrial Messiahs untdl he is 
caught in th' c-a&h. Like Hetty, Kit a 
did not permit his employees to Join 
unions. We C.on't know whether he had 
inspectors smelt their breaths wne-i they 
punched Lha time clocks In the morning 
hut he 'assisted that they brsitrlia leu 
minutes C> i.y before open window*. WeH, 
that's 3-i.>:;»a 

• • < • 

BROTHER DOAK SOUNDS 
AN OPTIMISTIC NOTE 

It is a pleasure to turn from a contem- 
plation of death and disaster to 9«n«- 
thing that uwght give even ,, few tools 
hope and <l-oer. We have wtu ua ladee* 
and sjenflenten the honpriul-* Brother 
Doak, see-efm;- of Labcr in the Hoover 
cabinet. The depression has brought the 
workers and the employers closer' to- 
gether, he says. Well, Jthere is some 
truth in that. There are approximately 
twelve millions unemployed, so since they 
have nothing to do and the few who 
dominate the industrial machinery never 
did anything but loaf and make the other 
fellow work, there is a. certain bond be- 
tween them. Of course, the unemployed 
are' pretty near the starvation line; many 
of them are actually starving and we 
have yet to hear of the big fellows going 
without their meals. So much for Dottk. 

Now we shall turn to our old friend 
Aimee Semple McPherson Hutton. TVe 
bunch people together in this column 
rather indiscriminately. 

• • • • 

DOG AND CANARY GREET 
ROOSEVELT NOMINATION 

Eoosevelt campaign headquarters "an- 
nounce quite seriously that a poodle 
barked and a canary that was dumb for 
a whole year sang when Roosevelt'i nom- 
ination was announced on the radio. We 
are not surprised at the dog's action. A 
dog usually howls and acts foolish in 
the presence of lunatics. But we doubt 
the story about the canary. We are. 
anxiously waiting for a report on th* 
Missouri mule and that strange bird 
native to Mexico who Is obliged by 
physical misconstruction to turn on his 
back whenever he has to answer a call 
of nature. It looks like Roosevelt for 
next president. It is reported that the 
Bronx Zoo Is for him to the last Jack- 
ass. 

— KIDEM. 



Communism 
or Pacifism? 

The Party and the Barbusse 
Congress 

The American section of the "World 
Congress Against ,War", led by Theodore 
Dreiser, and heavily watered down with 
pacifists like Uptfon {Sinclair, Harty 
Blmer Barnes and Robert Morss Lovett, 
has called a conference in New york to 
select flfty delegates to be sent to Geneva 
to attend the world congress. 

The Daily Worker, which has given 
its endorsement to the Comintern -inspir- 
ed Barbusse venture, has maintained a 
complete silence on the New York con- 
ference. The confused, paClfistieally- 
tainted oall of the American section of 
the congress, its petty bourgeois composi- 
tion, has not met with a single word of 
criticism from the official party or Its 
press. 

The proclaimed object of this movement 
is to mobilize the masses throughout the 
world in the "struggle against the war 
danger". But the danger of imperialist 
war is not something separated from the 
class struggle in general, separated In 
such a manner that some mystically 
"special" form of fight against it la per- 
missible or required. The revolutionary 
Communists codduct themselves on the 
economic field upon the foundation of 
the class struggle against the bourge- 
oisie. Politics Is concentrated economics. 
War Is the continuation of politics by 
other means. The leadership of th* 
masses in the economic struggle which 
belongs to the Communists, cannot be 
surrendered by the latter In the struggle 
against the war danger to any petty 
bourgeois pacifists — without creating the 
outmost confusion in the ranks of the 
workers and producing the most perni- 
cious effects. 

This is not the first time this surren- 
der, in the form of a masquerade, has 
occurred in the Communist Internation- 
al. In 1926, the Cominterii actually 
yielded the leadership of the struggle 
against world imperialism and Interven- 
tion against the Sovet Union, to tl« 
"Anglo-Russan Committee", which wt 
proclaimed by Stalin and Bucharin to be 
the "organizatory center of the struggle 
against imperialism*. The Anglo-Rus- 
sian Committee, on its English side at 
least, proved to be a prop of imperialism 
and a monstrous deception of the work- 
ers whom the Comintern xold to follow 
Purcell, Hicks and Co. In 1927, the 
Stalln-Bucharin regime told the workert 
that Chiang Kai-Shek's Kiuo Min Tang 
was ordained to lead the struggle against 
foreign imperialism, with the Commun- 
ists playing a subordinate role. The Kuo 
Mn Tang proved to be a prop of imper'- 
iallsm and an agent in the struggle 
against the Soviet Union and the revolu- 
tionary Chinese masses. 

For the Comintern to invest ths pre. 
sent Barbusse- Holland- Sinclair-Ma nn-Sun 
Yat Sen-Dreiser* movement with the rola 
of organizing the "struggle against' the 
war danger and for the defense of the 
Soviet Union", is to lead the world'! 
class conscious masses into a new de- 
bacle of the AnglojRussian Committee 
and Kuo Min Tang variety. 

The struggle against the Imperialist 
war danger 1 cannot be organized and led- 
by Barbusses and Slnclalrs, but only by 
the Communists. The initiative for such 
a movement cannot be given into the 
hands of confused pacifists behind whom 
the Comintern hides: Can we imagine 
Lenin turning such a task over into the 
hands of Gorky and then announcing 
that the Bolsheviks will affiliate with It? 

The Communists should participate 
even in this. Congress of pacifists, career- 
ists, and politicians. But only in the 
manner In which Lenin advised the Com- 
intern to participate in the Hague pacifist 
congress of 1922 : to expose the reaction- 
ary role of pacifism and to advance the 
Communist position on the class nature 
of war and its solution. The party In 
particular, which bears so much respon- 
sibility for this venture, must speak out 
clearly and stop playing at hide and seek. 
The Left Opposition will not fail to play 
its part in the accomplishment of this 
task. 



Germany on Eve of Civil War 



THE PARTY "ANSWERS" OUR WARNING 



The warning we issued in the last is- 
sue of the Militant against the hoodlum 
tendencies manifested in the Communist 
party against the meetings of other work- 
ing class organizations, has called forth 
a characteristic reply. In the Daily 
Worker of Tuesday, Joily 19, the editor- 
ial writer harks out a hysterical column 
of venom in which the customary "am- 
algam" Is made of Hoover, Dies, Love- 
stone, Hillqult and the Trot sky ists— all 
engaged In the service of the bourgeoisie. 
This reply to a revolutionary criticism 
Is too hoary and does not fmprove with 
age. We warned that the attacks made, 
on meetings not organized by the official 
party were bringing discredit 'Upon Its 
name and the cause of Communism as a 
whole. We brought an example out of 
the past of the German Communist Party, 
which lost its hold on the masses by sim- 
ilar policies. It is true that the social- 
ists first introduced these methods 



against the revolutionists. That is no 
reason for the party to adopt the same 
course. An even more disastrous result 
than the one we have already mentioned 
is this: in these disgraceful street-fight, 
it is the police who eventually "settle" 
the dispute, regard les of responsibility 
for them. Such tactics make the police 
the "arbitrator" between contending 
workers' organizations. The Daily Work- 
er, without a blush of shame coming to 
its cheek, accuses us of helping the in- 
itiators of the Dies Bill. Quite the con- 
trary: it i3 the tactics of the Stalinist 
that play into the hands of our enemies. 
The revolutionists will better he able to 
resist the growing terror against the 
militant workers by seeking to preserve 
the traditions that the labor movement 
has won for itself, and not by contribut- 
ing to their violation. A half must be 
called ! It is high time. The thinking 
party members will demand it. 



15,000 Workers Strike 

Textile and Furniture Plants Shut Down in North Carolina 



The spontaneous strike of hosleT/ 
workers against a 25 percent wage cut 
has spread throughout the city of High 
Point, North Carolina, closing every fac- 
tory, uniting 15,000 workers in strike in 
over 150 mills. Hosiery workers, furni- 
ture factory workers, laundry workers 
and the unemployed bave joined In the 
strike which Is spreading to nearby 
towns and has already spread to Thomae- 
Tille, KernerjjTllle, Lexington, Jamestown 
and Forsyte where strikers have held 
demonstrations of solidarity. 

Downs of Isolated mill strikes in th* 
laet fe f months against the starvation 
culminated in this strike, and 
has frightened the bosses and their state 
into action to head off the spread of the 
strike and unity of employed and unem- 
ployed starving workers. The police 
from all nearby cities have been rushed 
to High Point as the first measure 
against the workers. General Metz-, of 
the National Guards, who led the troops 
against the Gaston ta and Marion strik- 
ers was sent to High Point at once by 
Governor Gardner to plan the next step 
against the striking workers. 

Strike After Wage Cut 

The strike began July 19, In eight 
plants involving 3.000 workers. It 
spread to all .mills and factories is and 
around High Point until complete shut- 
down was had. Mass marching and 
mass picketing brought thousands of 
more Workers into the ranks of the 
strikers. The wage cut of the hosiery 
workers was from $2.25 to $1.50 per hun- 
dred. 

As the strike spread the mass picket- 
ing increased. All night long they went 
from factory to mill, calling out the 
workers, shutting ofT the power, and 
smashing down locked gates hindering 
their progress. 

Already the bosses fear the mass pres- 
sure. Already they are negotiating with 
fhe workers. It is reported that several 
mills have already consented to recall 
the 25 percent wage cut 

The U. T. W. union, and the Musteites 
have rushed organizers to High Point. 
They hope to gain the confidence of the 
strikers and prevent them from moving 
into the channels of the N. T. W. U. and 
Communist leadership. The whole his- 
tory of the U. T. W. in the south is" a 
history of the worst kind of betrayals. 
The recent experiences of the U. T. W. 
under Muste leadership carries out the 
same line, only in sugar-coated form. 

The Communists and the N. T. W. U. 
struggling upon the basis of the class 
struggle is the only force capable of guid- 
ing the increased class motion of the 
southern workers Into the united class 
struggle against the bosses and their 



The Fate of the World Revolution Hangs 
in the Balance! 



government. The Stalinist control of th* 
Communist party and the unions under 
our influence tjave committed a series 
of major blunders which has Isolated 
the vanguard frln the class in North 
Carolina in spite of our favorable op- 
portunities in the Oastonia struggle. 
These mistakes l*ave been dealt with 
from time to time In the columns of 
the Militant. 

The StafinJst Course 

The party is frantically trying to make 
<up for lost time, and past mistakes, but 
their present line of march, even at the 
Inception 1 of the "turn" to High Point has 
germs of future blunders. The 5oper 
half-turn of the T. U. U. L. in united 
front activity, which has caused the pre- 
sent rambles of factional strife In the 
Circles of the bureaucrats already lays 
traps for the Communists and their 
class struggle followers. In the editorial 
of Juy 21 of the DaSly Worker (City 
Edition) they continue to say. "Only 
rank and tile leadership can win the 
strike. The editorial confuses rank and 
file control with rank and file leadership. 
Nowhere does the editorial, or the Daily 
Worker in this or previous issues speak 
of steps toward united front action that 
will Insure the N. T. jw". U. minority 
rights at this stage of the struggle to 
enable it through the class struggle and 
ideological influence to win the majority 
of the workers to our program, and at 
the same time prevent the U. T. W. uli- 
lon and the social reformers from gain- 
ing domination. Unless a Marxian lead, 
ership, a Communist leadership Is able. 
to win the decisive section of the strik- 
ers, the hammer blows of the bosses and 
thep government and the class collabora- 
tion policies of the reformers will bring 
defeat. If the Strike does not have a 
Marxian leadership the workers will not 
learn the proper class lessons If defeated. 
The trade union policy of the T. U. U. L. 
must not stop at the paper half-Ourn. The 
Leninist line prtsented by the Left Op- 
position must be adopted. 



A military dictatorship has been im-j 
posed upon the state of Prussia. Mar- 
tial law reigns in Red Berlin, the city' 
which in 1030 gave the Communsts the) 
largest vote. The soldateska of the] 
Junker General Von Schlecher rules the! 
streets. The socialist ministers of Prus- 
sia have been ousted from office on 
threat of arrest. The socialist police 
president of Berlin has submitted his 
resignation from the military detention 
prison at Moabit, to which he has been 
hailed by Von Schleicher's men. 

On the direct demand of Hans Kerrl, 
National Socialist president of the Prus- 
sian Diet and after a rabid campaign 
on the part of Adolf Hitler and Alfred 
Hugenberg, President Paul Von ilinden- 
burg issued the decree by which Prussia 
passed over into the hands of the mili- 
tary. The decree establishes the Chan- 
cellor of the Reich as Federal Commis- 
sioner for l'ussia with powers to Remove 
members of the Prussian ministry and 
to name commissioners for the conduct 
of the other Prussan cabinet posts. It 
proclaims the assumption of executive 
power by the Minister of the Reicb- 
swehr and declares "admissible restric- 
tions of . . . freedom of speech, press 
and assembly, invasion of the mails", 
etc. It announces the death penalty for 
strikers. 

The New Deeree In Practice 

Raids have already been carried out 
on the offices of the Rote Fahne, the 
Communist central organ and the paper 
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New York Painters^ Out on Strike 



Ten thousand painters of New York 
were calied out; on strike July 131m, 
by the strike committee of District 
Council No. 9. Ten thousand painters 
must register twice a day so that the 
officials are sure they are not scabbing. 
The strike committee calls this a young 
man's strike. \Tuey make a special ap- 
peal to the young painters. Already 
many bosses have signed up and thou- 
sands of painters supporting the admin- 
istration are back on the jobs. These re- 
employed workers pay a five dollar 
strike assessent ; the main thing the 
officials want, since the D. C. is finan- 
cially embarrassed. 

The Alteration Painters,' Decorators 
and Paperhangers Union of New York 
calls this a fake strike, but being true 
to their class, stand solid on strike with 



the A. F. L. workers. The Alteration 
Painters call for a united front to make 
the strike genuine and effective, and have 
sent a committee of 15 to District Coun- 
cil No. 9, calling for the following pro- 
gram of action in the joint strike: 

1. A committee of equal numbers of 
both unions be elected to lead the strike. 

2. The men in the ships should have 
the right to decide what union they 
wish to belong to. 

3. That in each shop a committee be 
formed to have full control over the con- 
ditions In the shop. 

The District Council has rejected this 
proposal. In spite of the rejection the 
Alteration Painters called a strike and 
are starting mass picketing. The action 
of the Alteration Painters was., correct 
(Continued on page 2) 



Workers Shot in Illinois 

One worker dead, three dying and 
thirty, more or less seriously wounded, Is 
I the anawer given the three hundred un 
employed workers demanding work at 
union wages at the Illinois Waterway 
Dam, in Marseilles, 111. 

The Illinois Waterway .Dam is a Fed- 
eral State Construction project. Work 
on Federal State Construction projects 
are usually of the most highly rational- 
ized character. The government expends 
the greatest amount of energy in ex- 
tracting the maximum of labor power 
from those whom it employs. The mis- 
erable condidtions of the workers em. 
ployed on the Boulder Dam project, 
Mississippi Levee, etc., are parallel ex- 
amples. Work on these Federal dams Is 
carried on under the glaring rays of 
the hot summer sun. Cases of sun- 
stroke, and heat exhaustion are a daily 
occurrence. For this miserable work 
the present rate of pay at this particu- 
lar Dam is 35 cents an hour for labor- 
ers, 40 cents for truck drivers and 90 
cents for crane operators. The unem- 
ployed union men demanded 50 cents, 
70 cents and $1.62 per hour respectively. 

The answer to these demands was 
the spatter of machine-gun bullets fired 
by Hoover's company guards at the de- 
monstrating workers. The workers 
fought back valiantly. Using every im- 
provized weapon at command, the work- 
ers showed a real militancy and courage 
in fighting back the government black- 
guards. 
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has been suspended. Police have dis- 
persed a Communist meeting in South- 
east Berlin by gunfire. The promulga- 
tion of the dictatorship by the Von Papen 
regime came about as a challenge to the 
growing resistance on the part of the 
workers in concerted local actions of 
Communist and socialists against the 
Fascist terror 1 . The dictatorship decree 
is a direct step in the Initiation of civil 
war against the working class. 

The newspapers report th» jubilant 
reception given the issuance of the act 
by Hugenberg and Hitler. It is only 
natural that Hitler should be Jubilant. 
For the seizure of Prussia cannot be In- 
terpreted otherwise than as an organi- 
zational preparative for the Fascist 
seizure of power. The Von Papen gov- 
ernment has been carrying out the de- 
mands of the Nazis consistently. They 
have already openly and officially come 
to the aid of the Fascist bands in their 
armed attacks iupon the working class 
organization, as is evident from the moti- 
vation of the Hindenburg document. The 
integration of the Nazi Storm Troops 
within the framework of the state 1* 
next on the order of the day. 

More shameful and more despicable 
than ever is the polley of the German so- 
cial democracy in this situation. Feeling 



hobnails of the react onary soldateska on 
their very skins, their ministers forcibly 
ousted, their officials placed under ar- 
rest, the reformist traitors arc, in spite 
of all this, calling upon their followers 
to "maintain order" not to "yield to 
provocation" and to "concentrate all 
forces on the Reichstag elections cam- 
paign"! Not a word about any kind of 
united working class action, not even a 
simulation of militancy. Kven today, 
when it is clear to all that the heads 
of the workers are at stake, the betray- 
ers of 1918-1910 play their old abomin- 
able role, cringing before the will of ths 
bourgeois masters, prepared for the most 
disastrous sell out of all. 

The Workers Strive for Unity 
Alfeady their attempts to spread the 
illusions of a legalistic and parliamen- 
tary resistance have been largely dis- 
sipated by semi-official announcements 
that the Reichstag elections are to be 
postponed. In the meantime the work, 
ers are becoming constantly more rest- 
less, their desire for united working class 
action is universal. 

'The establishment of a dictatorial 
power in the hands of Chancellor von 
Papen", says a Berlin dispatch of tbe 
New York Evening Post, "has increased 
the tendency of the social democratic 
and the Communist workers to draw to- 
gether in a united proletarian front". 

This tendency will yet increase mani- 
fold. The workers of Germany realize 
that they are facing a life and death 
struggle with their mortal enemy. They 
recognize distinctly in the setting up of 
the Prussian dictatorship — the hand of 
Fascism. Their" will to light is not im- 
paired. The showing they have made 
in the recent clashes with thra Hitlerite 
bands prove that they are fa<- *rom giv- 
ing up the struggle. 

Yet, wMle the natural class .bonds 
constantly tend to draw the workers, 
social democrats and Communists Closer 
and closer, the proletarian camp stjlH 
remains divided on the eve of battle. 

The Daily Worker of Thursday July 
tells us that the "workers have'* been 
lestablishing the Red United Front . . . 
over the heads of the social democratic 
leaders''. There can be nothing mors 
dangerous than this deceptive and illu- 
sory piece of information. There can 
be nothing more criminal than the main- 
tenance of the thoroughly false and 
splitting tactic of the "Red United 
Front" which poses the question of es- 
tablishing united front action on the 
basis of an ultimatum handed to the 
workers to accept in advance the leader- 
ship of the Communist party. And In 
the same breath, the Dally Worker dis- 
patch further informs us that "a mass 
political strike of the German working 
class was called for by the Communist 
party fraction in the Reichstag"— not by 
any united front body! 

If the information of the Daily Worker 
(Continued on page 4) 



PRESS PICNIC IN NEW YORK 

A picnic for the benefit of our press 
will be held at Tibbetts Brook Park, N. 
Y., Sunday, August 7th. Friends and 
sympathizers of The Militant, Unser 
Kamf, CommunJstes, and Young Sp«- 
tacus should cooperate to make this • 
big success. 

The last joint press picnic held in New 
York was very successful, socially and 
financially. A good time was had by 
al. The financial income substantially 
aided our papers. 

A social program is being arranged. 
One or more baseball games will be 
played. Food, refreshments, games and 
amusements will be supplied. 

Remember the date, Sunday, August 7. 
Keep it open. Notify your friends and 
fellow workers. Watch the Militant and 
the other Opposition press for further 
announcements and details. 



The Massacre of St. Louis Workers 



ST. LOUIS.— 

Following the forcible dispersion of 
approximately five thousand unemployed 
workers and their children who had gath- 
ered' at the City Hall in St. Louis undw 
the leadership of the local Unemployett 
Council, the local branch fo the Com- 
munist Leagite of America (Opposition) 
sent an open letter to the Communist 
party in hope of Immediate action In re- 
ply to our offer of aid and united action 
in the light against unemployment and 
poIWe terror by organizing a united front 
conference. 

As yet the Party has remained qulst, 
although Foster is scheduled to epeak in 
St. Louis on his election tour in two 
days. 

Jobless Position Amteness 

The unemployment situation In St 



Louis has recently grown acute; -the 
"relief" associations erasing 15,000 fam- 
ilies' names from their books within 
the past week "due to a shortage of 
funds" and the City operated Bureau 
For Homeless Men turning nearly 2,000 
men out into the streets because "all 
available finances are already spent". The 
Board of Alderman has held a special 
meeting with 2,000 business men but 
there was no general agreement on how 
to raise the necessary funds to "avert 
the crisis". Everything from a 5 million 
dollar bond issue to a cent tax on newi- 
papers has been discussed and debated — 
while the .unemployed starved or lived 
on garbage. 

The Unemployed Council of St. Louis, 
as the result of aoout *3,000 demonatrat- 
(Contlnued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 
ing oil July 8th, "seared" the city offi- 
cluss and thfc result was: $1-00 grocery 
orders were immediately given out af- 
ter the hunger march. That was Friday. 
On Monday, yesterday, the Unemployed 
Council sent, in their commit te of 12 
to the Alderman's Chambers demanding 
that immediate legislation be passed to 
raise funds so that the unemployed will 
receive a minimum of $7.00 a week for 
family of two and $2.GU addditional for 
each dependent. 

Police Bomb Workers 

But the committee never came out. 
After waiting, listening and speaking for 
three hours, a committee of 30 women 
and 100 ex-service men volunteered to 
■enter the City Hall to learn what was 
detaining the original committee of 12. 
The police immediately los.-ed a tear-gas 
bomb at. the crowd, and someone in the 
crowd eaught it and tossed it back in the 
midst of the police. The detectives and 
cops scampered back into the building, 
emerging a minute later with two mach- 
ine-guns, rear-gas guns and several 
dozen tear-gas bombs. A couple of. 
police began shooting point blank at the 
mass of people. Four workers falling 
down, one of them a Negro, who is seri- 
ously wounded and expected to die. 

The unemployed, in defense of their 
lives, fought back heroically. With only 
bricks picked up from the street and 
some soda botttes and apples and oranges 
necessarily expropriated from a fruit 
dealer in their midst, the workers with- 
stood the police fear gas and bullet lire 
for fully a quarter of an hour before 
the streets were cleaved and capitalist 
"law and order" established, 
in the event the Communist party does 
not immediately act against the police 
repressions, the St. Louis branch of the 
Communist League of America (Opposi- 
ion), despite ils numerical smallnoss, 
will institute the elementary united front 
campaign for the workers' right to free 
speech and public assemblage, against 
the police terrorism, and for immediate 
unemployment relief. 

* * * • 

ST. LOUIS.— 

To protest against last Monday's police 
massacre, the "united front" of the Un- 
employed Council, the International 
Labor Defense and the Communist pnrty, 
issued circulars calling upon the work- 
ers to attend a public protest demon- 
stration at Aloe Plasm, 18th and Market 
Streets on Wednesda3* at 5:30 I*. M. Hut 
the protest demonstration failed to ma- 
terialize. In compliance with the blue- 
coats' orders of "no congregating", the 
party members kept walking aiid walking 
and waiting and waiting. For a miracle, 
I suppose. The several hundreds work- 
ers who had come to join in the protest 
against the police terrorism waited an 
hour and some two hours trying to figure 
out why the party members were wait- 
ing, and then left, some in disgust, while 
party members continued looking at tlK 
sky, and tieing and re-tieiug their shoe- 
laces. I went up to one of the typical 
Stalinists (Schwartz,) and offered (In 
line with our tetter offering our support) 
to help start the meeting but was met 
with the parrot retort of "cc-u n tor- rev- 
olution ists—ive wouldn't' do anything 
with you." 

"Self-criticism" 

Now in "expbiining" the reasons for 
tbte failure of the mass protest the party 
members give the following Leninist self- 



criticism : "The police wouldn't allow any 
congregating and if anyone would have 
started speaking he would have been ar- 
rested. Besides some of our best speak- 
ers were in jail." BUT ALL OF THIS 
WAS KNOWN BEFORE THE MEETING 
WAS ARRANGED I 

The City administration, seeing that 
their edict of no Aloe Plaza protest meet- 
ing was a success changed their ruling 
of "no Communist assemblies anywhere 
in the city for any purpose" and stated 
the next morning that indoor meetings 
could be held, "if they were orderly", and 
that Foster would be allowed to speak at 
the Turner Hall in the evening. 

The election campaign meeting which 
had been prominently advertised by all 
of the capitalist newspapers, was well 
attended. The hall was jammed— with 
700 or 800 in attendance. Many of the 
party members and sympathizers who 
had failed to show .up at the proposed 
demonstration came down to hear Foster. 
Vote Communist undoubtedly is thfcir 
slogan. 

In addition to his talk on the national 
situation, Foster, the great Steel Strike 
Strategist, gave out the "general line" 
for the unemployment tight in St. Louis. 
Despite the non-materialization of the 
previous nights' protest demonstration 
an<[ despite the fact that almost every 
worker present was commenting on it, 
Foster did not even mention a word 
about it. He evidently figured the less 
said about it the better. 

"The General Line- 
Foster's "general line" wast The work- 
ers mint answer "the bullets" and 
"the concessions". (The "concessions" 
were $200,000 that the city administration 
gave to the charity associations following 
Monday's massacre). The workers must 
answer "the bullets with a fighting 
spirit of steel." And "the concessions" 
by registering and organizing every un- 
employed worker in the Unemployed 
Council. Lastly, "what about the work- 
ers who are in jaii?" "A Defense Coun- 
cil" must be organized <even with dele- 
gates from the A. F. of L. unions, frat- 
ernal organizations, etc., "for the pur- 
pose of" raising money for their defense ! 
Especially property owners are needed, 
the chairman explained, for bail pur- 
yoses. There were more cheers, but 
some of the workers went home asking 
themselves the question: "Was that 
Foster, the, great Steel Strike Strateg- 
ist?" 

About the immediate necessity of or- 
ganizing a mass movement to force the 
administration to permit the workers to 
publicly assemble, to protest against the 
police repressions, and to gain our un- 
employment demands^ Foster's ailence 
was golden. 

At the conference of the Defense Coun- 
cil (if and when called) the Communist 
league of America (Opi>osition) will 
fight for the adoption of our proposed 
line of action— the immediate necessity 
of a broad united front of all working- 
class organizations to fight for the work- 
ers right to free speech and to public 
assemblage, against the police terrorism, 
for the frcei 'g of the arrested unemploy- 
ed and for a political, religious or eco- 
nomic affiliations. 

—MARTIN PAYER. 
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Belgian Diggers 
]\esist Wage-cut 



The article below by comrade Lesoil, 
leader of the Belgian Opposition and 
active militant of the miners in the 
Charleroi coal fields, serves as a back- 
ground of information through which 
the more recent strike wave which up- 
set Belgium and required the interven- 
tion of the king and the government, 
may be more clearly .understood. 



New York Painters out on Strike 

Drastic Wage Cuts Meets Resistance of Building Trades Workers 



Right after the trade union congress, 
D elat.tr e wrote an article recommending 
to the miners not to allow themselves fo 
be maneuvered by he Communists. 

We are going to prove that the extra- 
ordinary congress of the Central was 
nothing but a maneuver of the leaders 
in order to subject the miners to the 
"employers. 

We will prove this by irrefutable facts. 

If the official index of May 15 fell so 
as to justify the bosses' demand for a 
general 5 per cent cut of the miners in 
the country, they would immediately 
have called together the Mixed Commis- 
sion and demanded the 5 percent. 

They didn't do it . . . because officially 
they had no right to a contractual re- 
duction. 

The fall in the index was invented af- 
ter the fact! Why? Because the boss- 
es having posted a cut of from 2 to 10 
percent in the Borinage district, the 
Borinese miners decided unanimously to 
quit in a strike against this reduction. 

Faced by the threat of a general strike 
in the Borinage, strike which might by 
its scope and vigor have unleashed a 
general movement of resistance to the 
wage cuts, the employees, the govern- 
ment retreated. 

They accepted and followed the advice 
of the Central trade union leaders who 
proposed to them to table the 5 percent 
reduction for all the miners in the coun- 
try. The result is that the bosses who 
wanted to cut the wages of 40,000 min- 
ers by 4 percent on the average, receive 
a general cut of 5 percent for 150,000 
miners. 

Instead of saving 060,000 francs (al- 
most $40,000) per month from the wages 
of the Borinese, the employers will save 
4.500,000 francs out of the totality of 
the miners. 

Furthermore, with the help of the 
trade union leaders, they avoid the Bor- 
inage strike and obtain a decision of 
the congress ordering the miners to ac- 
cept the contractual reduction manufac- 
tured at the last minute to deceive the 
miners and force them into this decision : 
to leave work in strike against their 
central organization so as to be able to 
defend their wages. 

What did the speeches of the delegates 
still working in the mines demonstrate? 

1. The will of the Borinese miners 
to fight in defense of their wages; 

2. The great dissatisfaction existing 
among the miners in all the fields; 

H. And this assertion, undisputed by 
the leaders of the union, that nowhere, 
in no field, is the contract respected by 
the bosses. 

At the same time the delegates declare 
that the wages are below schedule, that 
the employers do not respect them, that 
the trade union leaders impose tbe ac- 
ceptance of the new reduction upon the 
miners because the workers must respect 
the contract. 

Defenders of the employers' interests:, 
spokesmen of the employers at the head 



(Continued from page 1) 
and for class unity against the capital- 
ist class. The action of the District 
Council was against unity. The Altera- 
tion Painters want the unity of the 
painters. The District Council also div- 
ided the trades . by refusing to organize 
the alteration painters. 

A rejection of the United Front is the 
desire of the A. F. L officials. If they 
accept a ■united front proposal, it is not 
because they have a change of heart, but 
because the pressure from the rank and 
' file has forced them into a united front. 
We want a united front to expose the 
A. F. L. fakers, to protect the workers 
from the sell-out and to build and ad- 
I vance the workers industrial labor or- 
ganizations and movement. 
' Will the Alteration Painters Union 
succeed in preventing a sellout, succeed 
In winning the strike. To find out if 
j this is possible we mu^t investigate the 
action of the Alteration Painters offi- 
cals in their United Front proposal. The 
■united front of the Alteration Painters 
was only a half step, just like the half 
step taken by the T. U. U. L. in the "new 
turn". A paper proposal for a united 
front without proper organizational pre- 
liminary steps and follow-up steps is 
as hopeless in results as the former uni- 
ted front from below. | 
The proposal of the Alteration Paint- 
ers Union for equal representation on 
the strike committee when the District 
Council counts its members by the thou- 
sands and the Alteration painters count 
theirs by the hundreds, plays into tile 
hands of the A. F. L. officials ,for good 
excuses, to reject the class struggle uni- 
ted front. Neither union is an indus- 
trial union. The A. F. L. unions stands 
on the basis of class collaboration and 
the Alteration Painters Unions stands 
on that of the class struggle. The fail- 
ureof the Alteration Painters Union of- 
ficials to pose the question of uniting 
the two unions after proper preparations 
and with organizational safeguards for 
the class struggle wing of the unity, also 
gives the fakers weapons against the 
unity proposal. 

In calling for a united front, the Alter- 
ation Painters officials failed to carry on 
the preliminary preparation work within 
the A. F. L. When the unity commit- 
tee appeared before the District Council 
the rank and file, through written word 
and verbal, should have been well prepar- 
ed for the negotiations, should know our 
proposals, should be pushed into a posi- 
tion to support nityu, to bring pressure class struggle Alteration Painter's craft, 
upon their burocratic leadership for un- union. — K. 



ity. Before the committee called on the 
■District Council, no leailets of such a 
nature were issued. After the rejection 
of the unity proposal a leaflet -was is- 
sued presenting the program for unity. 
This is a swing from the united front 
-from below'' to the -united front from 
above. 

The leaflet issued after the rejection of 
the united front explained the rejection 
with one sentence. ■The District Council 
rejects our proposal." The rank and 
file of the A. i\ L. who are not let in 
on the "secrets" of the program knew 
nothing about the proposals before the 
committee of 15 called oh the District 
Council and have no information to ex- 
pose the fakers for tile rejection of the 
proposal, or about the plans for other 
proposals suitable lor both unions. Such 
an explanation does not educate or bring 
the rank and file over to the side of class 
struggle. Such an explanation helps the 
fakers rally workers to class collabora- 
tion. 

The first leaflet of the Alteration 
Painters, calling the mass meeting of 
July mh, to elect the united front com- 
mittee said nothing about a strike of 
the Alteration Painters in support of the 
A. F. L. strikers. Only after the rejec- 
tion by the District Council was a leallct 
issued calling their members on strike. 
This shows correct class support in spite 
of the District Council knifing of unity 
but it also shows poor tactics. 

The Alteration Painters Oiiicials are 
confused on the question of rank and file 
leadership and rank and file control 
within their own union. This is fos- 
Bered by their present "leaders". The 
leaders parade as though they were re- 
presenting rank and file leadership but in 
reality there is need of more rank and 
file Control and Iea,s of rank and 
file "leadership". If the member- 
ship had helped select the program 
for unity and if the leadership moved 
forward from their half turn, that is, 
follow the paper turn with proper or- 
ganizational measures, the Alteration 
Painters would not have missed the fav- 
orable chance to expose the A. F. L. 
leaders and to win rank and filers from 
the A. F. L. to the class struggle, as a 
Left wing within the painters craft un- 
ion. The organizing of the unorganized 
into Industrial Unions, the Communists' 
task in America, would be strong t honed 
by the tactical line pointed out here in 
the relations between the class colla- 
boration A. F. L. craft union and the 



MILITANT BUILDERS 



Who is a Militant Builder •> A Mili- 
tant builder is a comrade or sympathizer 
who is seriously interested in building the 
circulation of the Mill tit lit because he 
realizes that our point of view, the ideas 
for which we are lighting, our light must 
be carried to an e\er widening circle of 
Communist and lA'fl wing workers and 
to the working class generally. 

A Militant builder -understands that to 
build tile circulation of the Militant a 
group of people is necessary — a group of 
people who conceive it to lie one of their 
main tasks to see workers, talk o£ work- 
ers, to gel subs. lie ■understands that 
it is not enough io do this e\ery now and 
then. He understands ttuit it is neces- 
sary to do this steadily «\er a long per- 
iod of time. IIu understands that in 
the present period it is his revolutionary 
duty to get subs. It is the task in hand 
at the moment. 

It is by this steady plugging in this 
period that we :ire firmly sinking our 
roofs into the minds and thinking of the 
working class. Through the work of 
our stall of Militant builders we are 
making the name of (he Milil.iiit known, 
and we are making known what it stands 
for and fights for. 

Iiighl now we need recruits. We want 
every comrade to join up It is really 
a fairly simple matter to get subs. All 
lhat is needed is a little cneru.v. Com- 
rades, w e must get subs. We must 
build the circulation of [he Militant. It 
is our chief propaganda instrument, it 
is the voice in this country of revolu- 
tionary internationalism, its message — 
our message -must be carried to the 
Communist and Left wing workers, to 
the whole working class. 

To work ! Get subs ! 
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The Dollar Versus the 
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Pound 

Wall Si. and Lombard St. Fight for World Financial Supremacy 



For years the American imperialists 
have been fighting their British com- 
petitors, struggling to obtain Dollar su- 
premacy over the Pound, and now the 
capitalists of the United States can boast 
that they have accomplished this taak. 
Step by step, since the world war, th» 
Dollar has fought the Pound in every 
corner of the globe, taking advantage 
of the decay of the British Empire in 
order to gain world domination. The 
Pound ruled when capitalism was ex- 
panding, and was able to draw the best 
of the capitalist profits and plunder to- 
ward London, but America has this dol-, 
lar supremacy in the decay of capital- 
ism, and with the post war reparation 
tangle, the present deepening crisis, the 
American capitalists have only been able 
te reap a whirlwind of entangling world 
political problems that their Washington 
office boys are not capable of untangling. 

The titemeiMlous productive forces, 
the over abundance of capital and of 
means of production laid the base for 
the present Dollar domination. This en- 
ables the American imperialists to Stand 
on the top of the heap of the exploit- 
ing capitalist nations. But it is not an 
expandng and growing world economic 
structure, that is pouring tribute into 
the Wall Street. The tribute paid is 
the tribute of dying "victims" to a mu- 
ter who will give them a little longer 



<lu stria lists are being cared for satis- 
factorily. The class nature of the drastic 
measures taken by the government with- 
in the country stand out with distinct 
prominence but the increasing interna- 
tional problems have required even more 
drastic steps. 

In Germany the class struggle is at 
a higher level and threatening revolution 
or imperialist war needs measures equal 
to the task of insuring the position of 
the American capitalist. When the Am- 
ercan workers will begin to press hard- 
er upon the exploiting classes, when the 
revolutionary movement here will surge 
upward, the more drastic measures, as 
well as demagogic steps, will be taken 
internally. In this case It is up to the 
Communists to be equal the task. 

Several months ago when England 
was forced off the gold standard, the 
American Dollar won a signal victory in 
replacing the Pound. New York sup- 
planted London as the gold center. But 
the present reparations "settlement" 
throws light upon the manner in which 
New York replaced London in the per- 
iod of decay of capitalism. England has 
no choice in retreating from the gold 
standard. This was a move to reorgan- 
ize the British economic structure. Now 
England is trying to make a come-back. 
America is trying somewhat different 
steps. But the purpose of each is the 



lease on life. This forces the American saaiD — to reorganize in order to be in 
capitalists to face problems unparalleled a position to defeat the other imperiaU 
hitherto in the world of capitalism. Pro- >st in the struggle for the redivlsion of 
blems that will cut short the fruits of the world. By economic war as long aa 
the victory of Dollar domination. i possible— and by imperialist war when 

In an attempt to extract itself from] necessary. The lowering of wages, and 
the crisis,* American imperialism has I the reduction of the standard of living 
been forced to give more immediate at- in America are necessary capitalist steps 



tention to problems in South America, 
Asia and Europe than to internal devel- 
opments. The capitalists, however, have 
not neglected tbe problems within the 



in this direction. Our class tasks lie in 
the opposite direction. 

After America obtained Dollar dom- 
ination, other capitalist nations led by 



country. On the contrary, they have . France made drastic attacks on the dol- 
handled them remarkably well in the in- [ lar, hoping to dislodge it from the key 
terest of the financiers. Every measure : position. They ifere successful for & 
of importance taken has been by and , time in badly shaking the American 
for and of the financiers at the expense ! financial structure. It can now he said 
of the workers, the farmers, the middle , that the first victory over the Pound 
class, and the small Industrialist. The! has been followed up by a second victory 
financiers the monopolist and the big in- ' over the other imperialists In retaining. 



the dominating positon after the attacks. 
The question confronting American cap- 
italism now is— can the American imper- 
ialists follow this up and transform taa 
events into their favor? The American 
capitalists are not yet sufficiently reor- 
ganized to give a positive answer to this 
question. They are busy with measure* 
to strengthen their position to euabl« 
them to carry through the next step. It 
will not be the other imperialists who 
will prevent the fulfillment; it can only 
be the world imperialist under Commun- 
ist leadership. 

If the developing German civil war or 
an imperialist war does not alter the 
course, the American capitalists have a 
favorabe chancfe. At home the financiers 
have forced the other exploiters to fol- 
low their lead. The measures prior to 
the Two Billion Credit Pool were pre- 
liminary steps. The Credit Pool had its 
positive side for the bankers as well as 
its negative side for the other classes. 
The Class $1, 000,0 00,000 inflation bill 1* 
another step to peg up the Dollar in an 
attempt to enable it to hold its dominat- 
ing position. The inflation bill will 
force through another indirect wage cut 
upon the American workers and enabl* 
the bosses to garner a huge profit even 
though the rate of profit has fallen. 

It is only a temporary measure but 
such measures are necessary in these 
trying days. Any measure the capital- 
ists take today will only intensify the 
contradictions tomorrow. But they can- 
not wait. The life of dying capitalism 
is at stake and measures must be taken 
today. 

The capitalist remedy for deflation is 
inflation, yet neither can touch the core 
of the problem. The financiers are press- 
ing hard for the Branch Banking Law. 
And since they started the public cam- 
paign many months ago for Braneh Bank- 
ing they have gained considerable head- 
way. This measure will be a worthwhile 
breathing spell for them if they are able 
to push it through. 

The dollar stands, but the crisis deep- 
ens. The financiers have been able to 
deal some blows through their imperial- 
ist agents but the main test is still 
ahead. The moratorium, the repara- 
tions and the German situation holda 
much In store for the fate of Dollar su- 
premacy. — H. O". 



of the workers' organizations, capibulat- 
ors and defeatists, sabotagers of the 
workers' struggle — such was the role of 
the leaders of the Central at the extra- 
ordinary Congress of Hay 29 i 

And after that, Delattre writes, dem- 
ocracy prevails in the Central, that the 
leaders do not dominate and that the 
decisions are made by the workers. 

But how explain that in spite of the 
numerous speeches demanding the or- 
ganisation of a national strike referen- 
dum against the wage reductions, the 
bureau of the congress tables the pro- 
posal and would not put it to a vote? 

Because he knows that to organize a 
referendum would be to permit the min- 
ers to express their combativity and 
that the reply of all the mine fields would 
be: /We want to fight unitedly and de- 
fend our wages together. 

The holding of the extraordinary con- 
gress, the efforts of the leaders substi- 
tuted for the will to struggle revealed 
against the reduction, the illusory de- 
mand for the nationalization of the 
mines, have but one aim; to put the 
miners before an accomplished fact of 



accepting the wage reductions by the 
congress without consulting the miners 
and without permitting them to express 
themselves on it. 

The congress was a maneuver of the 
reformist leaders to subject the mass of 
the miners to the conditions of the em- 
ployers. 

It is not with impunity lhat this pol- 
icy of complicity and direct aid by the i 
leaders of the trade unon Central to the I 
coal bosses is to be practised, for the 
dissatisfaction is growing and anger is 
beginning to rise among the miners; and ' 
when it explodes their blows will be | 
directed not only against their starvation ; 
— bosses but also against their accom- , 
piioes, the reformist leaders. 
Charleroi, Belgium 

— L. LESOIL. 



CAMPFIBE POSTPONED 



Due to other arrangements that inter- ' 
vened, the camplire announced for Sat- 
urday. July 23, by the Sparine us Youth j 
Club, has' been postponed until further 
notice. Watch the Militant for further 
information. 



PROBLEMS OF 
THE CHINESE 
REVOLUTION 

BY LEON TROTSKY 



These 450 pages of analysis and record 
of the revolution and counter-revolution 
in China since 1325, offer the first in- 
tegral Marxian presentation of one of 
the greatest movements in modern times. 
The views of the Left Opposition are 
give here fnor the first time in system- 
atic, elaborated form, side-by-side with a 
stinging criticism of the catastrophic 
course pursued by Stalin and Bucharin. 
The suppressed writings of Trotsky are 
found here for the first time in English, 
together with appendices by Zinoviev, 
Vuyovitch, Nassunov and others. 



Cloth Bound 

$1.50 



Paper Bound 



$1.00 



Special Offer 
A one year subscription to the Militant is $2.00. A paper 
bound copy of Trotsky's book is $1.00. By speical acrange- 
ment, you can get both of them for only $2.50— offer valid 
only for the summer months. 



Orders from the 
PIONEER PUBLISHERS 

84 East 10th St., New York, N. Y. 



JUST ARRIVED FROM ENGLAND! 

We are in receipt of 30 copies of 
Whither England by comrade Trotsky. 
To our waders and comrade-; this book 
needs no introduction. It is a brilliant 
-Marxian analysis of the class forces at 
work in old England. The predictions it 
makes have been confirmed by time and 
are being confirmed by the onward sweep 
of I he class war. 

The book is paper bound and runs to 
ISO pages. It sells for 75 cents. Orders 
will be filled strictly in the order in 
which they arc received. 

WHAT NEXT? 

On July 31 the elections fo the Reich- 
stag will fake place in the midst of 
what is virt-ually civil war. On August 
1, we will issue comrade Trotsky's latest 
work dealing with the present situation 
in Germany. Ifs great timeliness in- 
clines us to believe that its sale will 
be quick. iWhat we want now is in ad- 
vance sale. Comrades, renders and sym- 
pathizers ! Order your copies now * 
Make the sale of the book a success ! Cet 
orders for it ! 

Comrades who fire unemployed and can- 
not afford to buy their own copies can 
earn a copy by getting orders for four 
copies and remitting for them. Upon re- 
ceipt of the order we will send free to 
the comrade a copy of the book. 

PROBLEMS OF THE 
CHINESE REVOLUTION 

"Problems of the Chinese Revolution" 
is moving but not fast enough. Once 
more we ask : How many copies have you 
sold? To .unemployed comrades we make 
file same offer we made in the para- 
graph above in connection with What 
Next? What we want is to place this 
book in the hands of as many workers 
as we can. To workers already infected 
with Stalinism this book will be a sort 
of ideological antidote. To workers im- 
mune from the ideological degeneration 
of Stalinism this book will be a sort of 
immunization. That is our job— to com- 
bat and destroy the poison of Stalinism. 
This book i>y V.*omr;ide Trotsky is B 
potent weapon in our hands— provided 
we apply it. If every comrade were to 
sell three copies a good part of our task 
would be accomplished. 

* a ■ • 

Publications in Foreign Languages 

A number of the works which wo ad- 
vertise in England are also obtainable 
from us in Jewish, Russian, Italian and 
Spanish. Comrades ,who read English 
with difficulty or feel more at home in 
their native languages should apply to 
us for information about these publica- 
tions. We may not 'be able to fill every 
order but we will try. 

* « » • 

BOUND VOLUMES OF 
TROTSKY'S PAMPHLETS 

Do you want a copy of these bound 
volumes;. There are still a few left. Do 
you know a worker who wants to make 
a serious study of the principle ques- 
tions in dispute between Stalinism and 
the International Left? Do you know a 
worker unclear on the basic question of 
Socialism in One Country? Do you 
know a worker who believes in the 
idiotic theory of social-Fascism? Do you 
know a worker who thinks we are coun- 
ter-revolutionists? 

If you know such a worker persuade 
him to buy a bound volume of these 
pamphlets by comrade Trotsky and study 
these questions for himself. Explain to 
him that while he can buy them singly, 
if he does this he will be unable to get 
three of the pamphlets which are out of 
print and .unobtainable except in these 
bound volumes. These pamphlets are the 
all-important and basic document. The 
Draft Program of the Comintern: The 
Turn in the C. I. and tine Situation In 
Germany ; and World Unemployment and 
the Five Year Plan, 
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The Civil War in Chile 

Motive Forces Behind South American « Revolutions* 



(Continued from last issue) 
The "socialist" and "anti-imperialist" 
mask of Davila and His former com- 
panion-in-arms, Marmaduke Grove, serv- 
ed the one purpose of derailing the work- 
ing masses from their genuine struggle. 
This demagogy also found an echo in the 
Right wing Lovestone group, which de- 
clared at tae time, that the ".Radical Ris- 
ing in Chile Triumphs" and that "'Davila 
Establishes Anti-Imperialist Regime'. It 
U not strange at all that the Lovestone- 
ite opportunists should fall for all the 
demagogy of Chile's bourgeoisie. They 
can't be expected to see further than 
their nose. They have in their time seen 
such '•radical" arid "autii-imperialiat" 
movements in the antics of Chiang Kai- 
Shek, Calles, Obregou, Sandlno, etc. 

But the "revolutionary" flirtations of 
Davila and Co. cannot deceive the con- 
scious proletarian. Davila and his "so- 
cialist" phraseology are not even a. 
novelty for us. For Ibanes (whom Dav- 
ila represented as ambassador to Wash- 
ington), when he came to power, used 
a moru or less analogous ruse. He also 
spoke about "anti-imperialism" and na- 
tional reformism. Bat his a nti -imperial- 
ism was directed against .the British im- 
peralists alone (whom his predecessor, 
Alle.ssandri, had served) and in favor of 
American imperialism. His national [re- 
formism" became concretized in throwing 
the whole weight of the crisis on the 
shoulders of the working cluss. 

For lack of information, we cannot 
devote ourselves sufficiently to the role 
played by the official Communist party 
in the latest events. We shall return to 
that subject on another occasion. From 
the information we can get through the 
bourgeois and the local Communist press, 
it appears that the party did not attempt 
a repetition of its put schist tactics, pur- 
sued at the time of the revolt of the 
navy. If this is so, then the party acted 
quite correctly, for the situation, nation- 
ally as well as on the whole continent, 
is not at a ripe for an insurection of an 
independent character. 

In order to understand better the pro- 
blems of the Chilean revolution we shall 
give a brief account of the social forces 
in Chile. The proletariat of the towns 
and countryside, about 400,000 in num- 
ber, quite considerable in proportion to 
the population of the country — about 
4,000,000— has not yet assimilated the 
ideas of Communism and still remains 
subject to great confusion. This la due 
in large part to the enormous ideological 
shortcomings of the official party. The 
working class movement of Chile is one 
of the oldest in Latin America. It is 
known for its strong spirit of militancy 
and for its abounding revolutionary en- 
ergy. But very often, due to its ideo- 
logical backwardness, its revolutionary 
energy is exploited for the interests of 
alien class forces, as demonstrated to a 
yertain degree by the latest events. 

The Communist party is also one of 
the oldest parties «f Latin America and 
today the strongest, enjoying a great deal 
of influence over the working class. But 
it is still very far from being able to 
give the necessary leadership to the rev- 
olutionary proletariat. For it is itself at 
a low ideological evel. The membership 
as a whole, as well as the leadership are 
lacking in a theoretical base. The lead- 
ership in its big majority is composed 
of confused revolutionists and petty bour- 
geois radicals. In this respect It is worth 
while mentioning that the situation in 
the other Latin American countries is 
not much better and in some even worse. 
A great share of the responsibility for 
this state of affairs rests upon the Stal- 
inist leadership of the Communist Inter- 
national. This bureaucratic internation- 
al leadership, with its national socialist 
base resulting in the practical abandon- 
ment of the international revolutionary 
movement — Latin America included — con- 
tributes predominantly to the retarda- 
tion and the disorientation of the Com- 
munist forces in these countries. Oppor- 



tunism and adventurism have their deep 
roots inside the Chilean Communist 
Pajty. And where was the Chilean party 
to learn otherwise? From the rotten 
maneuvers of Stalin-Bueharin with 
Chiang Kai-Shek in China and with 
Purcell, Hicks and Co. in the Anglo- 
Russian Committee? From the great 
wisdom of the "third period" which 
completely overlooked the revolution in 
Spain and instead put the insurrection, 
on the order of the day in France? No, 
the teachings and the tactics of Stalin- 
Ma nuilsky-Molo to v could not help the 
Latin American parties rid themselves of 
the ulcers of opportunism and adventur 
ism. On the contrary, they only helped 
to perpetuate them. 

Even greater than in the fields of 
daily struggle, is the confusion ism on 
the question of the character off the 
revolution. In the thesis presented by 
the South American Bureau of the Com- 
munist International on the situation in 
Chile, there is talk. In reference to this 
question, of the "agrarian and anti-im- 
perialist" revolution and the "workers 
and peasants" government. This vital 
and central revolutionary problem is! 
treated with the greatest confusion and 
ambiguity by the S. A. B. as well as by 
the whole Stalinist press of Latin Amer-' 
ica. It is only a logical consequence, 
sinee they are part and parcel of the 
Stalinist apparatus in the C I. which 
is responsible for the presentation of the 
problem of the revolution in the colonial 
and semi -colonial countries as a problem 
of the "democratic dictatorship of the 
workers and the peasantry". This slogan, 
which has been recovered from the 
"museum of Bolshevik relics" (to which 
Lenin had relegated it with just those 
words), at first applied to countries 
whose national economy bears an agrar- 
ian character, is today being employed 
by the Stalinists, not only fgr such coun- 
tries, but also for highly developed in- 
dustrial countries (like Germany or the 
United States). The Leninist slogan of 
the Dictatorship of the Proletariat, which 
carried the Russian revolution to victory 
and which alone can achieve its victory 
on an international scale, Is taboo for all 
the Latin American Stalinists. 

Without a clear view of the charac- 
ter of the revolution, the Communist 
movement will not be tjble to progress 
in the methods and tactics of struggle. 
The equivocal formula of the "agrarian 
and anti-imperialist revolution" can only 
lead our parties to a repetition of the 
Calles-Obregon policy of our Mexican 
party and the "Bloques Obreros y Cam- 
pesinos" in other countries. All these 
also iiowed from confusionist policies of 
the anti-Leninist leadershp of the C. I. 
and its scandalous "auxilaries" like the 
Anti-Imperialist League, which consider- 
ed Mexico under the Cailes regime ft 
country "where the process of the liqui- 
dation of feudalism is being realized and 
which endeavors to create its own econ- 
omy In spite of imperialist designs" (re- 
solution on Latin Aroerca at'the Antl-Im- 
. perialist Congress of Brussels). 

We have seen to what extent the Stalin- 
ist concept at the "anti-imperialist and 
agrarian revolution" in Mexico has dis- 
'• armed our party Ideologically. The 
I game danger exists for all the young and 
I 



weak Latin American parties. Its con- 
tinued propaganda spells disaster for the 
development of the revolution in South 
America. There can be no intermediary 
revolution. Neither in Chile, nor on the 
Latin Araeriean continent, nor in any 
other part of the world for that matter. 
There can be only two forms of rule — 
the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie or 
the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

The peasantry and the petty bourgeoisie 
of Latin America Is as backward and non- 
socialist as in the rest of the world, and 
therefore cannot participate at the pre- 
sent stage of history as a leading force 
in society. It can either turn to reac- 
tion and go with the bourgeoisie or 
follow the proletariat along the road of 
revolution. It is necessary to end the 
illusions and the Idealization of the pea- 
santry. It is necessary to take a Marx- 
ian position on the agrarian problem, 
so as to be able to adopt a correct rev- 
olutionary line in the development of 
the class struggle in Latin America. Such 
a position requires the recognition of the 
Dictatorship of the Foletariat on a na- 
tional, on a continental and on a world 
scale. 

In conclusion. The latest events re- 
flect the existence of wide spread intran- 
quility among all social groups and the 
sharpening of the class struggle in parti- 
cular. The bourgeoisie is not able to_ 
solve the crisis, which determines die 
changes in the government cliques and] 
which helped carry Davila into power.] 
The misery and the starvation of the | 
producing masses of the cities and the! 
countryside remain as before. The per- 
sonal dictatorships, or even Fascist die- 1 
tatorships, no matter what sort of 
demagogy they employ, will not be able! 
to revive the carcass of the semi-colo-j 
nial capitalist system in Chile. All the, 
fundamental problems stand unsolved and^ 
are increasing in acuteness. The con- 
tradiction wil take on even a sharper 
character in the future. 

This opens up broad perspectives for^ 
the Communist party. But In order to' 
be able to take advantage of this extra- 
ordinary, favorable situation for a pro- 
gressive development of the Communist 1 
forces, it is necessary to have a clear 
view of the problems of the revolution, 
not only of Chile, but of the Latin Am- 
erican continent in particular and the 
International situation in general. It is 
necessary to adopt a correct strategy and 
tactic by coordinating and systematiz- 
ing the Communist activities on a con- 
tinental scale, since the triumph of the 
revolution in Chile depends upon that in 
the most important countries of Latin 
America, as an integral part of the 
world revolution. That necessary stra- 
tegy and tactic can only be elaborated 
on the basis of the theory of the per- 
manent revolution. 

—ALBERTO GONZALEZ. 



What Is Happening in the Soviet Union 



Behind the scenes of the Stalinist 
apparatus a deep-going process is at 
work undermining the "monolithism" 
of the leading group which is narrow- 
ing down ever more threatening to 
the personality of Stalin. The official 
party press naturally maintains a 
censor-bound silence on what is going 
on in actuality. The present letter 
will give our readers an insight into 
some of the significant events taking 
place. 



FIRST MEETING IN ANTHRACITE 

The first meeting of the Left Opposi- 
tion in that part of Pennsylvania will 
be held on Sunday, July 24th at 3 P. M., 
in Luzerne. Pa., the heart of the anth- 
racite coal fields. The meeting will be 
held in the Italian Reunita Hall, in 
which comrade Mas Shachtman, editor 
of the Militant, will speak on "The 
"Crisis in the Communist Movement". 
This will be the first opportunity of the 
workers in that territory to hear the 
viewpoint of the Left Opposition evpress- 
ed from the platform. Admission is free 
to enable the maxim-am to attend. 



The chief characteristic of the present 
Situation, particularly in the mood of 
the party, is the disquieting indetennin- 
aton. The causes for it are ingrained 
in the international situation, and the 
economic manifestations as well as the 
subjective mood of the party. During 
the last years, the center of gravity In 
the party shifted ever higher and higher. 
The more the party became distended, 
the smaller became the number of In- 
dividuals that preserved an influence on 
the life of the state. In the course of a 
few years everybody was tutored to 
swear by the "Leninist C. C." ; but now 
the young Comsomol (member of the Y. 
C. L.) retainers in the apparatus refer 
to the C. C. with semi-ironical smirks; 
the matter, you see, rests not with C. C. 
but with given individuals and group- 
ings within the apparatus. 

The first two years of the five year 
plan undoubtedly uplifted the self-esteem 
of the upper crust and strengthened the 
personal authority of Stalin. Our papers 
reprinted the references of the foreign 
press to the successes of the industriali- 
zation and to its organizers. There Is 
no doubt that this exerted its influence 
on sufficiently wide circles. The highest 
crest of this wave can be considered, if 
you please, the moment of the trial 
against the Mensheviks. It would be in- 
correct to explain away their confes- 
sions and repentances by cowardice alone. 
The more honest among them were un- 
doubtedly under the influence of the suc- 
cesses in industrialization and collect- 
ivization. 

THE ALL-EMBRACING 
COLLECTIVIZATION 

But, comparatively speaking, from this 
same time the situation in food stuffs 
aad necessities begins to sharpen acute- 
ly. The all-embracing collectivization 
represented In Itself an extremely con- 
tradictory process. Very considerable 
strata of the peasantry went into the 
collective farm approximately in the 
same state of mind with which the un- 
employed flock into the community soup- 
kitchens. With only this difference, that 
in capitalist community kitchens are ex- 
pended philanthropic crusts of capitalist 
profits, whereas within an important 
number of the collective farms the basic 
capital was eaten up. At the present 
moment the bureaucracy of the People's 
Commissariat of Agriculture reckons— 
secretly, of course, — that only 10% of 
the collective fatms have become firmly 
established, while the remainder cannot 
be taken into account. It is quite possi- 
ble that this is an exaggeration to the 
other side; a disenchanted bureaucracy 
ia none too bashful in its dealings with 
statistics. But it is indubitable that the 
grandiose utopia of an all-embracing col- 



A Letter from Moscow 

leetivization of the peasantry has suffered 
in the course of two or three years a» 
equally grandiose defeat. This fact en- 
ters in an ever increasing scale into the 
consciousness of the cr.lire nation, and 
dominates i^ore and r.i <re the conscious, 
ness of the nation. 

All our e-ises and diliiculties following 
after October 1 1917 had one and the same 
profound source: the absence of the 
jqinture or the instability of the jointurj 
between the city and the villege. The 
vacillations in the matter of co lectivi- 
zation (dizziness, and then pulling oneself 
out of it only to be followed by new diz- 
ziness) meant for the hundred-miilioncd 
village, commotions on a grandiose scae. 
Here the revolution reached out to the 
deepest roots of the national-economk 
life. The bureaucracy perpetuated ev- 
erything in order to endow these pro- 
cesses, difficult as they were through 
the force of objective causes, with the 
most acute possible unhealthy character. 
The peasantry at the present moment is 
indubitably dissatisfied. They do not 
know what or how to gauge and they 
feel all too clearly in their everyday ex- 
istence that those on top do not know 
what direction to take. I speak in the 
main of the period preceding the restora- 
tion of the private market. The new 
reform came unexpectedly. Its consequ- 
ences may be very great. At the moment 
it is not easy to appraise it. The re- 
sponses and presuppositions it has called 
forth from all sides vary considerably 
and sometimes are directly contradic- 
tory. The leadership offers no general 
appraisal, 1. e., does not function as a 
leadership. But I shall write subsequ- 
ently about the markets because up to 
now they are in a large measure more 
of a symptom than an economic factor. 

Thwdiscord within the. villages and the 
discord between the city and the village, 
as always the case, is taken out on the 
worker, making his position as regards 
necessities worse. You have no doubt 
noticed In our press what a tremendous 
place in our inner life has been occupied 
by the problem of rabbit culture.. The 
entire party was mobilized and set on 
foot undet the slogan of breeding rab- 
bits. Rabbit nurseries were founded in 
factories. One might suppose that here 
one is dealing with Belgium or England, 
yet even in these thickly populated coun- 
tries the rabbit hardly appears as a sub- 
ject for such a governmental cult. Tens 
and hundreds of factory directors and 
expert economists have taken an absolute- 
ly negative attitude to the "all-embrac- 
ing rabbit culture" as being deleterious 
to the industry and economy In general. 
It Is entirely self-evident that the revival 
of factory truck-gardens and the crea- 
tion of factory rabbit nurseries denotes 
the attempt to found alongside of Indus- 
try "one's private", small, but reliable 
rural economy. Consequently in this fact 
is expressed the acute break in the join- 
ture between the city and the village. 
But none expresses oneself seriously on 
this topic out loud. You may recall how 
Lenin opened the period of revision In 
War-Communism. '"We must put it plain- 
ly : thte peasantry is not satlsSed with 
the character of the relations we have 
established." This statement is often 



The letter which we publish here 
may be considered as entirely ftuthora- 
talive, being written by a well-inform- 
ed comrade in Moscow who Is in a posi- 
tion to know what is taking place. 
The next issue of the Militant will 
contain the conclusion of the letter 
'and make it possible for our readers to 
be oriented more intimately on such 
questions as the status of the collecti- 
vization movement, the Internal party 
situation, etc. 
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Nine Years oF the Struggle of the Left Opposition 

The Ultra-Left Zig-zag in the Comintern 
and the «Third Period» 



(Continued from last issue) 
The dissolution of this state of affairs, 
as we have seen from previous articles, 
was not long delayed. In almost less 
time than it takes to tell it, virtually all 
the leading spokesmen of the Sixth Con- 
gress were either crushed organization- 
ally, expelled outright, or saved from 
expulsion by hunillitating capitulation. 
Just as the leaders of the Fifth Congress 
lasted but a brief moment in the seats 
of power, so did the Sixth Congress "Bol- 
sheviks" meet with a speedy end. Bueh- 
arln, the political leader of the Congress, 
the reporter on the program, the presi- 
dent of the Comintern, was denounced 
a few months later as the leader of the 
capltalist-restoratlonist tendency in the 
Soviet Union (no less!). Lovestone. 
Gitlow and Wolfe were unceremoniously 
expelled as agents of the American bour- 
geoisie. Roy, who had made a livelihood 
denouncing Trotsky as an agent of Cham- 
berlain, found himself designated in ex- 
actly the same manner. Jilek and Co. 
in Czeeho-Slovakia, Kilboom in Sweden, 
lirandler (and almost Ewert) in Ger- 
many, Sellier and Co. in France, and a 
host of others were expelled or withdrew 
fom the Comintern. 

The removal of any Right wing re- 
straint made possible the climb to the 
heights of absurdity at the 10th Plenum 
in 1929, to the very peaks of the "third 
period". In passing. It might be men- 
tioned that even among the Right wing 
politicians there is a somewhat academic 
dispute about the origin of the "revision 



of Leninism" (from the Right wing 
standpoint). The American Lovestone- 
ites, who tried to sell the Sixth Congress 
to the American party, declare that the 
"revision"' began only at the 10th Plenum, 
-The German Brandlerists, as well as M. 
N. Roy, declare that it began at the 
Sixth Congress. To the extent that this 
dispute is of practical importance, right 
Is undoubtedly to be found more in the 
erman than in the American sector of 
the Right wing. The 10th Plenum was 
the reductio ad- absurd um of the Sixth 
Congress, with a number of novelties 
added by Stalin and Molotov on their own 
account. 

It Is sometimes hard to determine 
whether this Plenum should he examined 
from the standpoint of politics or the 
standpoint of farce. It is the plenum 
par excellence of the "third period", the 
same "third period" which was at first 
denounced as an opportunistic idea by 
the Thaelmann- Neumann delegation to 
the Sixth Congress. 

The "third period", its proponents ex- 
plained, was characterized by a con- 
stantly increasing radicallzatlon of the 
masses, simultaneously In every country. 
There can be no fourth period, announc- 
ed Molotov, for the third period ends 
with revolution. The present "height- 
ened political sensitivity of the broad 
masses," added Losovsky, "is a charac- 
teristic sign of the eve of a revolution". 
Moirera, a member of the E. O. C. I., 
declared : "It is ray opinion from the 



May events as well as from the recent 
Polish events that there were a series 
of elements in them that recall our July 
days. The fact alone that the Commun- 
ist parties had to restrain the most ad- 
vanced sections of the working class In 
their surge forward, speaks for a ra- 
pidly approaching revolutionary situa- 
tion." This extravaganza is illuminated 
only if it is remembered that our "July 
days" were the direct precursor of the 
Insurrectionary October days in Russia. 
And it must further be remembered that 
all these fantasies were presented to the 
official Communist world as unshakable 
articles of faith more than three years 
ago! 

Third Period and Social -Fascisto 

And from this "third period" with its 
incessantly rising radicalization of the 
masses in virtually every country in the 
world. In which France was solemnly 
announced to be at the head of the rev- 
olutionary list (in 13291), flowed the 
theory of social Fascism, a disease of 
senile decay from which the Comintern Is 
suffering to this day. With Stalin's in- 
genious formula of 1924 in mind, Manuil- 
sky now announced that "The fusion of 
the social democracy with the capitalist 
state is not merely a fusion at the top. 
This fusion has taken place from top 
to bottom, all along the line." Improving 
on Lenin, Manuilsky announced that 
Noske back in 1918 was already a so- 
cial Fascist. 

The master strategist of the Hungar- 
ian revolution, Bela Kun, who destroyed 
that revolution by failing to understand 
the nature of the social democracy in 
1918, now tried some ten years later to 
repair the damage by advancing an even 
worse interpretation: "Social- Fascism is 
the type of Fascist development in those 
countries in which capitalist development 
-Is more advanced than In Italy ... In 



this stage of development, social reform* 
ism dies out; it is transformed partly 
into social demagogic elements and part- 
ly into the element of mass violence of 
Fascism." 

From' which Manuilsky drew the con- 
clusion concerning the united front pol- 
icy that "wa have never considered it 
as a formula for everybody, for all times 
and people . . . Today we are stronger 
and proceed to more aggressive methods 
in the struggle for ■the majority of the 
working class." What the lesser func- 
tionaries had £o contribute to the ques- 
tion may easily be imagined from these 
few quotations. 

The official motivation for the estab- 
lishment of the "third period" and all 
its commandments was false from begin- 
ning to end. But this does not mean 
that there was not a profound reason for 
the 180 degrees turn in the course of 
the Comintern. The reasons for the Left- 
ward swing here already been sketched 
here. Centrism, bereft of any anchor in 
principles, possessing no platform dis- 
tinctly Its own, was driven to the Left 
by the pressure of events and criticism. 
Having no real foundation, it must bate 
itself upon an artificially preserved pres- 
tige. In order to maintain the continu- 
ity of its prestige, that is, in order to ex- 
plain away the head-over-heels turn to 
the Left, or more precisely, in order to 
justify the change without in any way 
leaving room for criticism of its proceed- 
ing course, the "third period" was called 
into existence. 

A Convenient Theory 

By its proclamation, the Centrists were 
able to justify the "united front from 
the top" with Chiang Kai-Shek and Pur- 
eed as well as no united front at all. 
Both were justified by one brilliant 
theory :the arbitrary establishment of 
periods". In the "second period", ac- 



cording to this convenient dogma, it was 
the essence of Bolshevism to maintain 
a united front with proved strike-break- 
ers in return for their struggle (Ahem!) 
to defend the Soviet Union from British 
imperialism. In the "third period", how- 
ever, all social democrats from Purcell 
down to the socialist worker in the shop 
had become Fascist and the Communist 
must therefore have nothing to do with 
them. Not to prolong the comparisons— 
which are obvious enough— it can be 
said that the "third period" formulae 
were the philosophy by whHi Centrism 
linked together the two mutually supple- 
mentary periods of its blunders, crimes 
and ideological disorder without prejudice 
to itself ; at least, that was the intention 
of its artificers. 

The "third period" was, and to the 
extent that the remnants of it still clut- 
ter the road, it still Is, a milestone of 
Centrlsm's road of bankruptcy and decay. 
The more than three years since its pro- 
clamation have witnessed new series of 
defeats added to those accumulated be- 
tween 1923 and 1928. The Comintern's 
isolation from the masses on the political 
field as well as in the trade unions— 
against which the Opposition advanced 
its own proposals in time against the 
antics of the "third period" politicians — 
has proceeded hand in hand with, an un- 
precedented ideological and moral de- 
generation in the ranks of official Com. 
munism, which could not be expected to 
continue over a long period withf ut end- 
ing In a terrific crash, whether inside the 
Soviet Union or outside of it. 

The accumulated effects of this ideo- 
logical degeneration inside the Soviet 
Union, one of the most vital chapters in 
the history of the kussian revolution, 
have brought in their train the dangers 
of Thermldor and Bonapartism. It Is 
with these that the next article will deal. 
— SHAOHTMAN. 



recalled at present by many, but, of 
course, only among themselves, within 
a narrow circle. At this moment, in the 
summer of 1032, it is no less exigent to 
give oneself a lucid accounting of the 
actual situation than in the beginning 
of 1921. But here blocking thte road at 
every step the party regime looms in the 
way. . . . 

The situation in foodstuffs is grave 
to extremes. Not only in Crimea or 
Georgia but in the Urals, Ukraine and 
Siberia. The deterioration in the func- 
tioning of the transport system has not 
been restored by Andreyev. Miracles 
were expected from this precocious bur- 
eaucrat, a former "Trotskyist", who was 
put in place of the old Stalinist Rukhim- 
ovich, but the miracles did not material- 
ize. The root of the matter is in the 
provisions situation of the workers and 
the 'employees. All the arrears In and 
the failures and unfulfillineuts of plans, 
the falling in quality, etc., of the trans- 
port and both the light and heavy in- 
dustry have in the main the same source: 
the insufficient and irregular provision- 
ing of the workers. Wherever there is a 
scarcity of the most essential objects for 
personal subsistence there you Inexitably 
get the development of misuse, plunder- 
ing, speculation, etc. Such is the atmos- 
phere that surrounds the cooperatives and 
the government trade units. 

At the Congress of the Trade Unions, 
Molotov alone improvised on the theme 
that tire successes of the five year plan 
found their expression "in the consider- 
able betterment of the well-being of the 
working classes and of the laboring vil- 
age." Molotov, in general, Is reckoned 
as the leader of the Left flank of the 
Stalinist bureaucracy. It Is rumored 
that he personally is against all retreats 
and modifications in the questions of col- 
lectivization and industrialization. But 
Rudzutak spoke at that same Congress 
in an altogether different tone, "Why are 
we so badly off in matters relating to 
supplying the workers? First of all be- 
cause we allotted too little attention to 
this sphere of activity. We were ab- 
sorbed in gigantic enterprises." In his 
old letter about the five year plan, C. G. 
Rakovsky long since sounded the alarm, 
warning that the Industrialization could 
break off and endanger the entire regime, 
if the leaders would henceforth "pay 
little attention" to the problems of pro- 
visioning the workers. But Rakovsky is 
even now in Barnaul. While Rudzutak 
in Moscow is forced to admit, "The great 
mass of consumers, the great mass of 
workers, and collective farms operatives, 
who are served by poor cooperatives, 
poor trade institutions are becoming 
imbued with nasty feelings." There is, 
of course, no exaggeration whatever in 
Rudzudak's words. This spring in Mos- 
cow factories — even in Moscow where 
the position Is privileged — there took 
place mass demonstrations of dissatis- 
faction. And the reasons? Xnerleased 
prices, scarcity of goods, increased dues 
and taxes, and particularly the deficiency 
in victuals. It became necessary to mob- 
ilize some 3,000 agitators to get to work 
on the workers. Of course all these 
"misunderstandings" have thus far borne 
a family character. In so far as one may 
judge, the bourgeoisie and its agents, the 
Mensheviks did not succeed in getting 
their hands warm from this ; but the 
symptomatic significance of these mani- 
festations of dissatisfaction is very great. 
This is apparent if only from the fact 
that blocks of stone such as Rudzutak 
have become articulate. 

The bureaucracy senses that thers is 
dissatisfaction with it from below and It 
transfers its growing alarm over to 
Stalin. While formerly the bureaucracy 
itself presented matters in such wise as 
to make Stalin the source of all suc- 
cesses, It is now inclined more and more 
in seeing in him the author of all fail- 
ures. There is an evergrowing discord 
between the official tone in rtelation to 
Stalin and the actual attitude toward 
him. Shvernik, Stalin's commissar in 
the trade unions announced in his report 
at the Congress, "One of the most impor- 
tant conditions for the victory of the gen- 
eral line of our party is the fact that at 
the head of our party, there stands im- 
movably the truest and most genial 
pupil of Lenin, the leader of the work- 
ing class, comrade Stain." The majority 
of the delegates sat through the pro- 
nouncement of these words with wooden 
faces. All tried to avoid looking at one 
another. No one believes in the "genius" 
of Stalin. Two years ago, even last year, 
many of these same delegates consider- 
ed, however, ustsful and necessary to 
sustain the fable of the genius. In this 
way the bureaucracy hoped to streng- 
then Its authority before the masses. 
Now thtere remains only a thin core of 
the bureaucracy which continues, like 
Shvernik, in sustaining a patently fallen 
Idol. The majority of the bureaucracy, 
even In the party, is seeking to remove 
Itself from the Stalinist faction, in the 
restricted sense of the word. 
(To be continued! 
NEW YORK BRANCH PICNIC 

The New York Branch of the Com- 
munist League of America will hold a 
picnic at Tibbetts Brook Park, on Sun- 
day, August 7th. It is planned to get 
all members, friends and sympathizers of 
the Left Opposition in New York to at- 
tend. 

Keep the date open. Watch The Mili- 
tant for further information. 
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Germany on the Eve of 
Civil War 



(Continued from page 1) 
in this instance ia correct, then the 
Stalinist leadership is guilty of a hein- 
ous crime against the German and in- 
ternational working class Tk> Issue a 
separate call, to call for action today, 
when the enemy is at the gaBes, before 
constructing a solid and unified prole, 
tartan front is an empty gesture. 
Communist Clarity Imperative 
The hour of decisive struggle is close 
at hand Whoever toys with a situation 
like the present toys with disaster. It 
is necessary for the leadership of the 
Communist party to take a bold step in 
order not to crash into an abyss. It 
must tell the working class in all frank- 
ness that its policies of the recent past 
— with its theory of "social Fascism" 
and its tactic of the "Red Unified Front" 
— have been false. The party must prove 
to the workers that it is earnest and sin- 
cere that it is capable of correcting its 
mistake, that it is their only genuine 
party. That requires an appeal to the 
followers of the social democrats and 
the reformist trade unions to put their 
leaders to the test, by demanding of them 
that they join in a united front of all 
the proletarian organization in the fight 
against Fascism. 

The Class Line-Up — International 
The imperialist powers are standing 
on the side, nodding with approval at 
the preparations for the Fascist seizure 
of power in Germany. France, *so loud 
in its official and unofficial protests to 
mere parades of German Nationalities in 
the past, is keeping strangely silent to- 
day, when Nationalist reaction spreads 
out in full force. Why? Because the 
French imperialists, like all the others, 
realize what their class stakes are in 
the impending civil strfe. Hitler and his 
herald. Von Papen, know very well that 
In the struggle against their own work- 
ing class, they will deceive the frill sup- 
port of French imperialism. They know 
that in return for this support, they will 
have to act with (heir French supporters 
against the class brothers of the German 
working class in Soviet Russia. The 
struggle of the classes in Germany In- 
volves the struggle of the class on an 
international scale. The seizure of power 
by the Fascists in Germany will give 
the signal for a general mobilization 
among the world jxtwers against the 
U. S. S. It« — -against the world working 
class. 

It is plain that the seizure of power' 
by the Fascists can he answered only 
by a mobilization of the working class 
of the U. S. S. It. and of the world. It 
ia under such circumstances, in a situa- 
tion pregnant with great events of in- 
ternational and historical significance, 
that the Comintern and the Stalinist 
leadership of the Soviet Union maintain 
an ominous silence. Is the leadership of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Un- 
ion, is the Executive Commttee of the 
Communist International to persist in 
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its silence? Or .will the revolutionary 
movement of the world -eceive a clear 
and loud word from its eneral staff?" 

The w ; orkefs of Germany are facing a 
fateful, epoch-making struggle, the im- 
perialists are artning for war, through 
a robber Japan in the Bast. The silence 
of the Stalinist leadership of the Com- 
munist movement must be broken. Work- 
ers, revolutionists, bombard your Com- 
munist party organizations with demands 
that the Comintern speak out, that the 
Soviet leadership speak out and act de- 
cisively ! 

Demand the adoption of the Leninist 
United Front, demand that the Commun- 
ist Party of Germany put the reformist 
leaders to the test in action! United 



working class action of the Communist 
and social .democratic organizations must 
be posed in an international manner : a 
fight against Fascism on the basis of the 
jnost intimate and concrete collaboration 
of the German working class and the 
U. S. S. R. Let the social democrats ans- 
wer in action. Let the workers who fol- 
low them judge them on the answers they 
give in action within the United Front- 
That Is the only way to avoid defeat in 
this fateful hour. 
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Democratic Party & Unemployment 



The Republicans and the Democrats 
are two sides of one medal. The only 
difference between them is that the Rep- 
ublicans are in and the Democrats are 
out. If one understands this, then It 
is not difficult to grasp the meaning and 
purpose of the two old parties. 

In the final analysis, they are both 
employed by the same master— Wall 
Street. But these parties do not say or 
even do the identical thing. There is 
a division of labor between them. The 
fact that they have special and different 
duties to perform towards their com- 
mon master, is partial a rly noticeable 
during a crisis. 

The Republican party holds the reins 
of government. Consequently all Its 
statements and actions .must not only 
be directed towards maintaining the 
status quo (the capitalist system) but 
also to defend the methods employed 
during their tenure of office, to perpetu- 
ate the system. The task that falls to 
the Democrats, in this election campaign. 
Is a horse of a different color. 
Problem of Democrats 

The pernicious duty of the .Democrats 
springs entirely from present conditions 
— the economic crisis. Discontent is rife 
throughout the land. But It Is still 
vague, embryonic and undirected. It is 
not yet clear to the American * masses 
how to turn or against which enemy 
their blows should be levelled. The trick 
of the Democrats is to seize hold of this 
disgruntiement and to guide It into 
harmless channels. 

The thing to do — and the Democrats 
make no hones about their little job- 
is to prevent the masses from seeing 
things as they actually are. It is not 
the Capitalist system tt *. is responsible 
for the unprecedented c,„Js and the un- 
paralelied misery. The profit system is 
both perfect and eternal. This Is the 
theory of the Democrats. But the Repu- 
blican party has misused and abused the 
"precious" system. And this is the main 
plank in the Democratic platform. The 
crisis is due to the Republcans, starva- 
ton, wage cuts and evictions, and unem- 
ployment — all are due to Republican mal- 
administration. Drive the G. O. P. out, 
put us in, and everything will be hunky- 
dory. This sort of tripes is being peddled 
around by the ton, and no doubt ft will 
have its effect. 

The economic catastrophe of today is 
not the first in American history. They 
have recurred every few years, as long as 
the parasitic few, known as "capital", 
have held sway over the large majority 
of exploited wage slaves. And crises 
have recurred Irrespective of which party 
was in office. We have known "Dem- 
ocratic" crises as well as "Republican". 



Problems of the Unemployed 



The Democrats, with their candidate, 
Roosevelt, will stand by capitalism to 
their dying day. But that docs not hind- 
er them from selling their demagogic 
wares in open market. They pose as sav- 
iors of the worker and petty bourgeois 
who are called,, the "forgotten man". 
They will "restore employment, improve 
present conditions and afford permanent 
relief to the people". There is as much 
truth in this statement as there is in 
one of Baron Munchhausen's notorious 
fables. There is nothing in this program 
that could accomplish such a miracle. 
Only the Communists, with their program 
for the proletarian revolution can solve 
this knotted problem. 

For the unemployed the Democrats 
have nothing but fake promises and 
polished words. The shorter working 
week is promised only as a measure to 
include government employees. In a 
previous Issue we pointed out the posi- 
tions of the Democrats on the bill cut- 
ting the hours of the civil service em- 
ployees. B^t they also gave them a 
corresponding reduction in wages. And 
the Democrats want to make this a 
national program. Morgan is with them. 
But what about the "forgotten man"! 
Unemployment Insurance 

Unemployment insurance is slipped 
Into the platfom on the ly — but only as 
a state measure. Roosevelt has been 
governor of New York State for four 
years. jWhcre is the unemployment in- 
surance? 

Unemployment relief Is held out as a 
big snare for votes. But — the Democratic 
mayors of New York, Chicago and Detroit 
have all cut off immediate relief to the 
unemployed, even though the demand for 
it necomes mone urgent 

The real program of the Democrat!* 
lickspittles has already been shown with 
unmistakable clarity. It is a program of 
lead. In Democratic Detroit, when the 
starving demanded relief, Mayor Mur- 
phy's polios poured a hail of bullets into 
their demonstrating ranks, killing four 
and wounding many others. In Melrose 
Park, Chicago, Cermak's Democratic 
cops trained machine guns on the job- 
less, murdered one and wounded five. 

The program of the Communist League 
Is one of action : 

The six hour day, five day week— no 
reduction in pay. 

Immediate federal and local relief. 

Unemployment insurance. 

Recognition of and credits to Soviet 
Russia. 

Vote for Foster and Ford ! 

This ia the program for the workers— 
the Democrat's is for the bosses,. There 
can be no mistake in the choice of the 
proletariat. —CLARKE. 



The unemployment crisis has become 
an enormous factor in beginning to de- 
velop a change of ideology and — what 
will flow from it — a change of political 
allegiance within the American working 
class. These trends of a change are 
appearing first among the unemployed 
section. Its course will naturally lead 
away from the prevailing bourgeois in- 
fluence. But its direction, whether re- 
formist or revolutionary, as far as the 
Immediate future la concerned, is not yet 
decided. 

Within the unemployment movement 
both of these two opposites are repre- 
sented. They are represented on the one 
hand in the Unemployment Councils in- 
itiated, organized and controlled by the 
official Communist party. On the Other, 
we have such as the Unemployed Cit- 
izens' League of Seattle and other Paci- 
fic Coast cities, the Superior Labor Un- 
employment Committee, the 'Unemploy- 
ment movement of the West Virginia 
Miners Union and the unemployment or- 
ganizations of the Socialist Party. 

It is not the purpose here to describe 
these latter organizations in their history 
and development, or to try to make a 
thorough analysis; that will be found in 
another article in this issue. Here it is 
only the purpose to develop a few points 
by way of comparison. 

The Party Councils 

The Unemployment Councils, organized 
by the party, took on features from its 
inception which ordinarily should have 
been to their advantage. But they also 
took on features, and a good many more, 
which seriously hindered their develop- 
ment. In both respects it was a matter 
of party policy. First of all they were 
founded on the idea that nothing can be 
obtained by the working class except 
through struggle and naturally they be- 
come militant In character not so much 
concerned with the purely practical, and 
usually shortlived, methods of self-help. 
(In this connection we are leaving out 
of consideration the Browderian idea of 
soup kitchens which was, fortunately for 
the party, also shortlived). The Coun- 
cils had a semblance of a national scope, 
being Initiated in the main cities through- 
out the country under a centralized dir- 
ection. This was all to their advantage. 
But one particular feature of disadvan- 
tage alone was pretty well sufficient to 
offset all this. The councils were not 
at all, in the real sense of the word, 
organized as united front bodies. As a 
matter of fact the restrictions and limit- 
ations put upon them, with the bureau- 
cratic methods of control entirely pre- 
vented them from becoming representa- 
tive of a mass movement. To this it ia 
necessary to add the adventurist tactical 
policies pursued by the party and swing- 
ing from the extreme of "capturlnn tfca 
streets" to the opportunist metVi' 
propagating only unemploym« | 

which constantly reduced the movement 
to smaller proportions. For these rea- 
sons the Unemployment Councils have 
marked a fairly constant downward 
curve despite the exceptional opportun- 
ities available. 

By way of comparison we have on the 
other hand the unemployment organiza- 
tions mentioned of which perhaps the 
Unemployed Citizens* League of Seattle, 
Wash., is one of the best examples. Its 
objectives were distinctly those of "prac- 
tical" reform measures. It attained 
considerable success in the methods of 
mutual self-help such as collections ol 
food and other necessities. It also used 
Its influence in a political way to obtain 
certain relief measures from the city 
government. Its practical advance* 
turned It rapidly into becoming a mass 
movement. But it was not only in the 
features already cited that it represented 
an opposite tendency to the party con- 
trolled Unemployed Councils, that held 



true in almost ew;ry other respect. It 
is a localized movement, loosely organized 
with few regulations and, while remem- 
bering that it is still a comparatively 
new movement, its existence has so far 
marked an upward curve. 

The Reformist Dileniuia 

Nevertheless this movement is about to 
come to its crossroads. That is above 
all determined by its distinctly reformist 
direction and the alternatives it will face 
at the crossroads are already cleary in- 
dicated. It has already begun to take 
on the political parliamentary features 
of indorsing so-called favorable candi- 
dates for elections. It is speaking of 
"establishing factories" to produce for 
the league members. Of course, the 
means of production are not expropriated 
that way nor will such parliamentary 
politics establish a workers government. 
So in both cases these alternatives can 
lead at best only to reducing the move- 
ment to either a purely reformist parlia- 
mentary party or a mutual self-help so- 
ciety, neither of which will afford it the 
possibility of playing a very serious or 
positive working class role. 

There is, of course, still another alter- 
native at hand, namely ; for this move- 
ment to change its course and progress 
toward a revolutionary direction. Of 
that, however, there will be little likeli- 
hood uness the revolutionary, the Com- 
munist elements consciously penetrate 
the movement with this as the distinct 
objective. But to realize such an ob- 
jective it would be necessary first of ail 
for the official party policy to change, 
by an earnest adopfiion of the united 
front tactic in the unemployment move- 
ment. Both of these measures would go 
hand in hand and would he entirely 
in accord with the needs of the working 
class movement as well as the require- 
ments of a revolutionary policy. 

But these two comparisons bring to 
the fore also the serious question of the 
stage of development of the broad work- 
ing class movement today. Have we 
reached a point at which the Commun- 
ist party can assume to function as the 
controlling center of the whole, broad 
mass movement? Hardly! An unem- 
ployment mass movement In the United 
States Is yet !n its infancy and its po- 
tential political level is so far only a 
very elementary one. In such a sttbua- 
tion the party must still conceive its 
roie and function as the Left wing within 
a general movement. However, if this 
Is the correct analysis, and It could 
hardly be contested, then that fact alone 
so much more reinforces the imperative 
necessity of the party utilizing its pre- 
sent strategic position of being in con- 
trol of the Unemployment Councils, to 
endeavor seriously to build the unemploy- 
ment movement on a national scale into 
a genuine united front movement, not 
only embracing the unemployment organi- 
zations mentioned, but all existing work, 
ing class organizations, political trade 
unions and fraternal bodies. 

Bnt even these questions touch only 
one side of the problem. There are now 
special features developing within Amer- 
ican capitalist economy, accelerated by 
this crisis. On the one hand there is 
the phenomenon of a permanent unem- 
ployed army. Its permanency is quite 
well recognized, and need not be further 
substantiated by arguments. On the 
other hand there are the specific measures 
being applied by American capitalism in 
an effort to get out of the crisis. The 
first one noticeable is the beginning to- 
ward restoring profits on existing capi- 
tal, i. e., Increasing the mass of profit. 
In this respect "Broadstreet's" tells us 
some interesting examples: 
Capitalist Income 

"The Baltimore and Ohio ... in Feb- 
ruary 1932, nearly doubled Its February 
1931, net operating income despite a 



$2,7i>0,000 reduction in gross. The. New 
York Central lowered its operating ratio 
to T4."), the lowest for any mouth since 
1920, and also increased its net with a 
smaller gross. Altogether some 20 rail- 
roads were able to report higher incomes. 
Mr. W. W. Colpitts, of Coverdale & Col- 
pitts, railroad enginers, has estimated 
that if railway caiiondiiigs return to but 
halfway between their present level and 
the 1929 figures, the net operating Income 
for the roads in the United States as 
a whole would be greater than in 1023." 

Here we have a practical illustration 
of what the restoration of profits means. 
It represents an enormous increase in 
the intensity of exploitation; more pro- 
fits realized with less men employed. The 
violent depression of the wage level is 
already weil konwn, and known by actual 
experience to all employed workers. But 
by these very facts, the problems of the 
crisis, the problems of unemployment 
becomes even more distinctly problems 
of the working class as n whole, not at 
all confined to the unemployed alone. 
And tiie conclusion which we must of 
necesity draw therefrom will be that an 
■unemployed movement confined to the un- 
employed alone is doomed to impotence 
and extinction. The unity of action of 
the employed with the unemployed must 
be assured. 

The possibilities for this .are available 
particularly in the stage we are now en- 
tering. Its permanent army of unem- 
ployed, its Increase in intensity of ex- 
ploitation and its depression of thr wage 
level also bring the immediate and most 
pressing needs of the working class as a 
whole down to a more general, a more 
common level for all sections concerned. 
This will serve to harmonize its demands. 

It is from such considerations as tIiese 
that the party leadership must draw its 
conclusions. Its great; opportunities it 
has so far recklessly frittered away, bur- 
eaucratically stifled all criticism and 
driven away again from the party ranks 
the many workers who came sincerely to 
Communism but could not agree with 
such methods. The party Is now faced 
with a serious contest for influence with 
social reformism within the unemploy- 
ment movement. The direction this 
movement will take, toward revolutionary 
objectives or merely toward reformism Is 
still to be decided. If the party is to 
cast its weight in the scale for the de- 
cision and seriously bring its nfiuence 
to bear, it must change its course. Not a 
change toward emulating the "practical- 
ness" of the reformists but a change to- 
ward uniting the workers in struggle and 
bringing forward, more clearly the rev. 
olutionary objectives. 

The unemployment movement must be 
thoroughly integrated with the general 
working class movemen «»rticularly 

the trade unions. It is *rativ» 

necessity that ail worke . -ations 

be drawn into a united front movement 
for the struggle growing out of the ■un- 
employment situation. Only the Com- 
munists are really capable of organizing 
such a united front. But for that the 
party must also become integrated with- 
in the general movement. It must pene- 
trate the broad workers' organizations, 
particularly the trade unions. 

— ARNE SWAliECK. 
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The Fascist Firing Squads in Action 
From Maggiora to Sbardeliotto and Bovone 



The first time the firing squads insti- 
tuted by Mussolini following the excep- 
tional laws (November 192G) was order- 
ed to function, it was against Michel 
Delia Maggiora, a Communist worker. 
Since then (November 14, 1928) the Spe- 
cial Tribunal has several times had re- 
course to the black shirt rities for the 
"defense" of the Fascist state. After the 
execution of the Communist worker Delia 
Maggiora, .we had that of the Slovene 
nationalist Gortan (October 17, 1929) and 
of the anarchist Schimi on May 29, 1931. 
At dawn on June 17, the engineer Dora- 
enico Bovone and the mason Angelo 
Sbardeliotto fell under a rain of Fascist 
lead, shot in the black. Both had been 
condemned to death by the Special Tri- 
bunal under the indictment of being "ter- 
rorist agents of the Anti-Fascist Concen- 
tration which has its center in Paris". 

Under the same indictment, other ac- 
cused have been condemned to from 10 
to 30 years of confinement. In the suc- 
cession of death verdicts executed by the 
blaek shirt squads — from Delia Maggiora 
to Bovone and Sbardeliotto — there is a. 
sort of demonstration by blood and fire 
fo the Italian situation. 
* • * • 

From the whole Fascist experience, it 
becomes clear that Mussolini is forced to 
have recourse to a redoubling of the 
terror every time Fascism comes to a 
critical turn. In order to facilitate its 
task, it makes use of provocations, which 
have ebcome a system in Mussolini's art 
or governing. From numerous evidence 
in our possession, the provocations organ- 
ized by the O. V. It. A. (a sort of Fasc- 
ist Okhrana) never or almost never fall 
to play their part in the various unsuc- 
cessful attempts on the life of the Duce 
and In the many arrests of antl-Fasclst 
militants working secretly in Italy. But 



one fact is certain : the impotence of the 
defense organizations of the Fascist state 
(O. V. R. A., Special Tribunal, etc..) In 
their efforts to uproot anti- Fascism. 
"We must put an end to this rabid 
growth", the public prosecutor exclaimed 
at the trial of Bovone, in demanding a 
death verdict against him. But this "ra- 
bid growth" of anti-Fascism does not 
cease its bloom. It is growing and its 
roots are spreading. AVhlle the jails 
are bursting with prisoners and the 
ditches filled in with the corpses of the 
assassinated, new fighters are produced, 
prepared to dare anything, to sacrifice 
everything. 

The Weapon of Terror 

The weapon of the terror is being trans- 
formed into a weapon against the regime. 
Yesterday, still with a hesitant band, a 
worker was shot, a fighter of Commun- 
ism, Michele Delia Maggiora ; today the 
needs of the butchers have increased and 
it is necessary for them at the dawn of 
the same day to assassinate the engineer 
Bovone, terrorist of the Irish school and 
the worker Sbardeliotto, both accused of 
having acted for the Anti-Fascist Con- 
centration. 

The particular and immediate signi- 
ficance of the two new victims of the 
black shirt executions rests precisely in 
the fact that the trial of Bovone and 
Sbardeliotto were trials against the Anti- 
Fascist Concentraion against "democra- 
tic" anti-Fascism. The public prosecutor 
through whom the Fascist state has 
spoken, demanded a regular punitive ex- 
I peditlon against the democratic anti- 
Faseist exiles. The Italian press hai 
even gone so far as to demand the extra- 
dition of the leaders of the A. C. in 
Paris or at least the carrying out of 
the expulsion decrees issued by the Tar- 
dieu government. The Fascist offensive 



against the democratic anti-Fascist part- 
ies who compose the Concentration is also 
a manifest sign of the deep economic 
and social crisis which is undermining 
the blaek shirt regime. The process of 
the going over of ever larger layers of 
the population into the camp of the op- 
position to Fascism is accelerated by the 
constant aggravation of the economic 
crisis. AH the governmental promises 
are belied by the facts. No recovery In 
the field of produdction, but stagnation 
and further decline. Unemployment had 
more than doubled (from 4000,000 to 
more than 1,000,000), the deficit in the 
state budget has risen to nearly 2.5 bil- 
lion. The domestic debt has increased 
enormously (92 billion lira). Taxes are 
so intolerable that the tax payers can 
onger pay them and the state cannot 
enforce payment. Consumption has been 
reduced in thei extreme. There has been 
a general decline in stocks ; the industries 
can get no credit ; failures are increas- 
ing (from 894 in 1917 to 1668 in Febru- 
ary 1932). 

A problem which strikes at the very 
heart of the regime is the crisis of tlw 
young generations of the petty bourge- 
oisie— -the crisis of the youth that teave 
the universities and the secondary 
schools and presses upon the state f.ir 
jobs, for work. In 1919-1920, the unem- 
ployment of the intellectual petty bour- 
geoisie gave birth to Fascism. Aftt>r 
ten years of Fascist rule, a swing in the 
opposite direction is becoming manifest In 
the various strata of the petty bourge- 
oisie to such a point that friction can he 
observed even inside of Fascism between 
the "young and the old". 

Fascism Losing Support 

Contrary to what is taking place in 
Germany, Fascism In Italy is losing 
more and more its social supports, which 
explains its evolution in the direction of 
ever more brutal forms of terror and op 
presson. From the factories, anti-Faae- 
ism is penetrating into the universities, 
among the petty industrialists and mer- 



The shake-up of the Fascist cabinet 
which has just been anounced, with 
Mussolini dropping one of his most 
prominent ministers, Dino Grandi, plus 
four other ministers and eleven un- 
der secretaries of state, indicates the 
Increasing difficulties which the Fasc- 
ist regime is encountering in Italy. 
Mjussolini, who has already concen- 
trated In his hands several of the 



cabinet posts, now fakes over the min- 
istry of foreign affairs as well. The 
international complications of Fasc- 
ism's foreign policy are being added 
to the internal difficulties of Fascism 
at home, which are dealt with in the 
following article by comrade Feroci, 
one of the prominent spokesmen of 
Italian Communism and of the Left 
Opposition. 



chants, among the artisans and the pea- 
sants. Out of fear of being isolated 
from its allies — the middle layers — the 
bourgeoisie itself has become hesitant. 
The fear of the immediate future Is 
manifest from the attitude of the Home 
government in International politics. One 
expression of it is to be found in the 
telegram of Mussolini to the Lausanne 
Conference ("It is necessary to insist 
and to make a decision, if we are to have 
world recovery"). 

• t • • 

One task of the Communist party in 
Italy consists in understanding how to 
profit from the vacillations of the mid- 
dle class forces who are turning away 
from Fascism, in order to win them over 
from the bourgeoisie as allies of the 
working class. But the leadership of the 
Italian Communist Party is also follow- 
ing the theory of social-Fascism. It 
also combines all the anti-Fascist, non- 
Communist parties into one reactionary 
mass. In this manner it only succeeds in 
making the policy of the Communist 
party incomprehensible and In preventing 
the revolutionary proletariat from ex- 
tending its influence also to certain sec- 
tions of the middle classes. 

Democratic anti- Fascism (the Anti- 
Fascist Concentration), in fighting 
against the Fascist dictatorship, Sghts at 
the same time against the proletarian 
direction of the anti-Fascist movement, 
that is to say, it fights to prevent the 
proletarian, the Communist solution of 
the Italian crisis. Therein consists the 



teal counter- revolutionary function of 
thte A. F. C, its reactionary substance. 
But it is stupid to present the democratic 
anti-Fascist movement as a movement in 
competition with Fascism, as Stato Op- 
erate (theoretical organ of the C. P. I.) 
does. That only makes everything con- 
fused, does not teach the masses anything 
of the real nature of the Concent ration- 
ist type of anti-Fascism. Curious com- 
petitors, these "social Fascists" who 
throw bombs against the black shirt re- 
gime and who get themselves shot in the 
back by this same regime. By grouping 
together In this single reactionary mass 
the butchers and their victims, by wip- 
ing out all distinction between Fascism 
and democratic anti-Fascism, one only 
aids the latter in its role of deceiving 
the working class and of preventing it 
from accomplishing Its revolutionary 
aims The Communist party can succeed 
In showing the real counter-revolutionary 
function of democratic anti-Fascism only 
by the way of action, in the process of 
Che struggle, that is to say, by pushing 
the anti-Fascist struggle to its ultimate 
consequences up to the expropriation of 
the bourgeoisie and the establishment of 
the proletarian power. For such a pol- 
icy it is necessary to return to a Bol- 
shevik-Leninist application of the united 
front with all the proletarian antJ-Fascist 
organizations (reformists, maximalists, 
syndicalists, anarchists, republicans, etc.) 
and to alliances with the peasant masses 
and the petty bourgeois masses of the 
towns who are under the influence of the 



democratic anti-Fascist groupings. 
Task of the Party 

The Communist party will gain the 
leadership of the anti- Fascist masses not 
because it says so in the resolutions of 
the Central Committee, but when and to 
fhe degree in which It is capable of really 
placing itself at the head of the masses 
which are entering into struggle and of 
guiding them toward the overthrow of 
Fascism and capitalism. To the degree 
in which it is capable of proving that 
the struggle for democracy cannot be 
conceived as separate and opposed to the 
struggle for socialism, that is to say, the 
struggle for the proletarian power, for 
the creation oE a new state, a workers' 
state. The necessity for the Communist 
Party of Italy of re-examining Its policy 
once more is demonstrated not only by 
the Italian events but by the whole in- 
ternational situation. The Fourth Con- 
gress of the Italian Communist Party 
was described by the leadership as the 
last before we reach the threshold of the 
Italian revolution. From this descrip- 
tion alone, the bureaucratic character 
of this congress is evident enough. It is 
time that comrades now pose the demand 
for a genuine congress of the party with 
a broad and thorough preparation among 
the membership and with the direct 
participation of our opposition. The 
urgency of this congress is felt by every 
comrade who follows the Italian and the 
International situation. The convoca- 
tion of a congress of our party is also 
necessary for a discussion of the inter- 
national policy and that in the U. S. S. R. 
It should serve as a preparation for the 
Congress of the Communist Internation- 
al, the necessity of which can well be 
realized, if one takes into account all 
the events that have unfolded during 
the four years that separate us from the 
■unfortunate Sixth Congress. 

Our demand must become the demand 
of all the comrades who are conscientious 
about the present situation. 

—FEROCI. 
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'What Next? - 
Book of Hour 



WHAT NEXT? by Leon Trotsky Trans, 
lated from the Russian original by 
U. Vanzier. 200 pages. Pioneer Publish- 
ers, New York, Paper; 3Se; Cloth, 85c. 

Events are moving with dazzling ra- 
pidly in Germany. Within a brief two 
years span, government control has pass- 
ed over from the hands of the socialist 
coalition under Hermann Mueller and 
into the hands of the Junker dictatorship 
under Von Papen. Only a few months 



All Out on Aug. First 

Demonstrate against Imperialist War and the Hitlerist Menace 



Ah entirely new generation has grown 
to maturity since August 1914, eighteen 
years ago, when the most murderous 
imperialist war history has every known 
burst in Europe and dragged the most 
important nations of the whole world 
into its vortex. Yet so deep a gash did 



ago, the main popular prop of the gov-, the world war leave on the body of the 
erument— then led by Bruening— was ' world that the workers and peasants 



constituted by the reformist trade union* 
under the control of the social dem- 
ocracy. Today, the government of Ger- 
many leans for its mass support upon 
the motley following ol Hitler and the 
Fascist party. 

From H an burg to Von Papen 
As late as December of last year, the 
French jingoes were still howling blue 
murder because the Harzburg meet of 
the Hitler-IIugenburg Opposition had 
been permitted by the authorities. In 
thfese days, when nationalism runs ram- 
pant in Germany, when Minister of the 
Iteichswehr Von Schleicher announces 
disregard in the future for the armament 
provisions of the Versailles Treaty, the 
Paris press appears to garget all its 
fears for '■French security". Von Papen 
even suggests ■'occasional conversations 
between the general stalls of Germany 
and France" to Premier Herrlot (Inter- 
view of Von Papen, N. Y. World-Tele- 
gram, July 27, 1932.) 

A year ago, Bruening appealed for aid 
from American financiers against the 
threat of "Right wing radicalism". To- 
day, the Junkers call for help to fight 
against Communism. 

l>ark doings are going on behind tire 
scenes of international politics. Dense, 
black clouds hang over the heads ol the 
peoples of all nations. 

What Nest?, by Leon Trotsky Illumin- 
ates this sombre situation with the bril- 
liancy of an acetylene lamp. It pene- 
trates into the deepest background of 
recent happenings. It supplies the thread 
that links them with the social develop- 
ments of the past. It brings out with ut- 
most clarity and sharpness, the stagger- 
ing implications o£ the facts we have 
seen with our own eyes. 

This latest pamphlet by the great in- 
ternational revolutionist gives an ap- 
praisal of German political life in the 
incomparably lucid terms of Marxist 
thought. What are the caustes for the 
rise of Fascism, what is the social com- 
position of the movement, what is its 
specific role in the capitalist system, 
what does Fascism mean in so far as 
the workers are concerned, what are Its 
international connections — all these ques- 
tions are treated with Trotsky's charac- 
teristic incisiveness. The problems, the 
reactions, the reflections evoked by the 
German situation are painted on the 
broad canvass of historical continuity. 
Each event, every factor is seen as part 
of an all-embracing whole. 

Lessons of the Past 
German political developments of the 
present day are tested on the touchstone 
of past experiences. No lesson of the 
past, whether It be connected with. 'the 
rise of Mussolini in the Italy of 1920-21 
or 1 the crushing of the reactionary Korn. 
ilov in pre- revolutionary .Russia of Sept- 
ember 1917 is left out of account. The 
whole post-war period of world political 
development, is deftly utilized to set off 
the struggle of the classes in Hlnden- 
burg-Germany, in bold relief. 

A scathing analysis of social democratic 
activity in the last 18 years, beginning 
with the vo*e of socialist Reichstag frac- 
tion for the war credits in 1914 and 
coming down to their policy of the lesser 
evil, serves to lay bare the putrid and 
decadent character of the reformist 
movement of our times. Trotsky ex- 
poses the inexorable logic of the collapse 
of the social democracy by voluminus 
quotations from their press, by citing an 
abundance of incidents and actions which 
strike at the very core of this diseased 
and outlived political organism. But 
even more convincing than the bare 
facts — which are enlightening enough — 
is the Marxian explanation given to them 
as they are woven into the texture of 
declining German and European capital- 
ism as a whole. fThe puny soul of tM* 
withering reformist pillar of backsliding 
capitalist Germany — the social democra- 
tic functionary — shrivels and shrinks in. 
to insignificance before the masterful so- 
ciological and psychological scrutiny of 
Trotsky's eye: The question of the 
struggle against the social democracy i» 
posed on the following premises : " (a) 
the iK>litical responsibility of the social 
democracy for the strength of Fascism; 
(b) absolute irreconcilability between 
Fascism and those workers organization! 
on which the social democracy itself da. 
ponds." 

A Critique of Stalinism 
On the basis of these premises, tae 
Bolshevik leader proceeds to a thorough- 
going criticism of the Stalinist leadership 
of the German Communist Party and the 
Communist International. The hopeless 
blunders of the Stalinist bureaucracy, 
(Continued on page 4) 



everywhere are still suffering from the 
effects of it. The anarchy of capitalist 
competition, the struggle for world pow- 
er of each imperialist nation, which gave 
birth to the "war to end all wars", has 
not only produced again one of its per- 
iodic crises, more terrific in its consequ- 
ences than any which preceded it, but 
it has also brought closer to reality the 
danger of a new world war. 

At the extremities of the capitalist 
world the preliminary shots of war al- 
ready ring in the ears of those who fight 
them in the interests Of their imperialist 
overlords. Manchuria is occupied by the 
armed forces of Japanese despotism who 
have encountered an unlooked for resist- 
ance from the Chinese people. In Latin 
America, one country after another is on 
the verge of military combat, impelled 
by the rivalries of the. Imperialist na- 
tions of America and Great Britain who 
seek to hold their own and gain an ad- 
Tantage by displacing each, other from 



during the days before 1914, the prepara- 
tions for war are proceeding at a frenz- 
ied pace under the smoke-screen of "dis- 
armament". Out of each conference 
which the pacifist idiots or scoundrels 
seek to palm off on the working class as 
a guarantee against war, the imperialist 



OPPOSITIONISTS! ATTENTION! 

All members and sympathizers of the 
Communist League of America (Opposi- 
tion) are urged to gather at our head- 
quarters on 84 East 10th Street, New 
York, at 4:30 P. M., August First, so 
that the Left Opposition ,may be able to 
go to the party's demonstration as a 
unit. Be there on time! 



powers emerge with increased and bet- 
ter equipped .military and naval forces. 
The "disarmament" conferences have be- 
come an absolute pre-requisite to the im- 
perialists in their preparations for war. 
The August First demoinstrations this 
year, therefore, will have to become im- 
posing, clear-minded protests against the 
monstrous swindle which militarists and 
pacifists are Jointly practising against 
the people. They will have to be aimed 
at clearing away the fog la the workers' 
minds, caused by the poisonous gases of 



the sources of profit In their respective pacifism. They must not only be a de- 
colonial and seml-colonlal empires. In monstration of protest against war In 



the sorely torn metropolises, the insid- 
ious idea is eagerly cultivated that a 
large-scale war would provide jobs for 
the millions who now tramp the streets 
without work. 

Imperialism on a Volcano 

With the world crisis having drawn 
all lines taut, with world capitalism 
sitting on a volcano, each important 
political event reveals fever more clearly 
the truth which the Marxists have for 
decades sought to bring home to the pro- 
letariat; capitalism today Is sitting on 
a vast powder deposit which may be 
blown into consuming flames by the tin- 
iest, most unexpected spark! 

That is why August 1st of this year 
becomes an appropriate occasion for the 
assembling of the proletarian millions in 
the streets of the capitalist world fof 
an enormous demonstration of opposition 
to imperialist war. One of the principal 
forces that has thus far restrained the 
Imperialist war-mongers from an open 
struggle on the battlefields has been the 
fear of the answer which an aroused 
working class will make. The unfor- 
gettable lesson taught by the Russian 
revolution, which brought the Imperialist 
war to an end by the overthrow of the 
ruling capitalist class, has penetrated 
the minds of the advanced ranks of the 
working class. The imperialists know 
that a new world war would bring with 
it the revolutionary reply of the world 
proletariat But their fears of this 
eventuality is sometimes dominated by 
their greed for power and expansion, and 
driven by the inexorable laws of imper- 
ialist society, they are moving towards 
war in spite of everything. 

At the present time, even more than 



Bullets* Gas for the Vets! 

Hoover and Co. Make a Repayment for Soldiers' Services 

By order of bhe arch-reactionary, force of the class struggle! 



Hoover, amid clouds of tear gas, "gently 
prodded by bayonets", struck by the 
flats of sabers, the veterans encamped 
in Washington have been driven from 
their billets by infantry, cavalry, tanks 
and machine gun detachments. Tear gas 
bombs were hurled into the midst of 
women and children standing on the 



sent Stalinist policy, which results in 

effect into transforming the August First 

demonstrations into a ritualistic parade, 

disconnected from the most vital qnes-| sidewalks, booing the misguided soldiers. 

tions of the day. When the August First It was a mopping-up sortler reminiscent 

demonstrations were first proclaimed by of world war days, say the capitalist re- 

the Comintern in 1929, they were deeply porters. 



general, but a mobilization of the work- 
ers for the prosecution of the class war 
whose triumph really means the end of 
all war and the commencement of a new 
epoch for humanity. 

The Treat of Hitlertsm 

The drive towards new imperialist war 
is inextricably inter-twined with the 
growing threat of war against the Soviet 
Union. Japan continues to lie in wait on 
Russia's Eastern borders, attending the 
most appropriate moment to Cing its 
legions against the workers' republic in 
an attempt to exterminate what it fail- 
ed to crush in the wars of intervention 
a decade ago. On the Western frontier, 
an even greater threat is growing against 
the Soviets. The swelling of the foro.es 
of Fascism in Germany, which are be- 
ing nourished on an inplacable hatred 
for Bolshevism, whose marching songs 
reveal their fiendish desire to annihilate 
the Red Army and its Soviet republic, 
constitutes the most serious menace to 
Russia in recent years. 

No more timely defense of the Soviet 
Union can be .made than the concentra- 
tion of the world's revolutionary forces 
to smash the Fascist monster before it 
comes to power. No more urgent task 
faces the Communist movement than that 
of redressing the line of German Com- 
munism so that it .may be able to tread 
the right road : the establishment of a 
genuine united front with the social dem- 
ocratic masses for a mortal struggle 
against Hitlerism. To shout about war 
without making the German Situation 
the center of agitation is to convert 
August First into a meaningless meet- 
ing. 

The failure to do this up to now re- 
veals one of the sore spots in the pre- 



tingod with the spirit of mad adventur- 
ism. Three years later, Stalinism has 
gone through another of its periodical 
zigzags, and now August First is associ- 
ated with the opportunistic game they 
are playing with the Barbusse "Congress 
against War." The working class could 
not play into the hands of its enemy 
more surely than by thus hiding tta face 
behind the mask of confused and perni- 
cious pacifism. Here too, the line of 
official Communism, turned and twisted 
into a hopeless knot, must be unraveled 
fnstantly so that during and after August 
First a revolutionary position may be 
presented to the workers. 

August First, finally, will be a mere 
anniversary commemoration if it is not 
associated with a strengthening of the 
class movement in this country. To ac- 
complish this without a change in the 
course of the party, has been proved inv 
poasible. It is here that the criticisms 
of the Left Opposition gain point and 
timeliness. 

On August i Erst, the working class 
must fill the streets. Join with the 
Communist party and the revolutionary 
militants in a demonstration of opposi- 
tion to imperialist war, loyalty to the 
Soviet Union, and organization of resist- 
ance to the capitalist offensive! Every 
worker out ! 



Hoover and the «Relief» Bill 

Millions of Unemployed Workers Swindled by New Congress Bill 



The press reports that Hoover has at 
last signed a "relief" bill which releases 
(3,800,000,000 to help the country out 
of its present fix. Just how is this money 
to be used and whom will it relieve? 

With the growing army of unemployed 
clamoring for aid from the government, 
it would seem "logical" that this money 
should immediately go to them. But alas, 
the father of his country seems to have 
his own ideas aobut how to aid his 
people. Out of this whole enormous sum 
of close to four billions of dollars, exactly 
three hundred millions will go to the 
states for "direct unemployment relief". 
Three billion, five hundred millions are 
to be used In the same way as have all 
the so-called relief schemes that have 
been adopted up to now. How? 

The Reconstruction Finance Corpora 
tion gets the biggest chunk— $1,800,000,- 
000. "Public construction", private loans, 
and financing of agriculture through 
credit corporations receive a small dona- 
tion of 51,500,000,000. The rest of the 
kitty goes for various improvements in 
roads, highways, parks, etc. 

What, then, do the starving millions of 
workers east on the scrap heap of in- 
dustry, actually get? The pitiful sum of 
three hundred millions— and before state 
agencies of distributing this money get 
through dishing it out, the bigger part 
of it will have found its way into their 
own pockets in the form of salaries! How 
many times have the workers already 
seen these "relief" sums loudly announced 
in headlines of all newspapers — and ev- 
ery time, the same hypocritical praise of 
these ideas. Always the same end of the 



This incident, foreshadowing what 
capitalism holds in store for the future 
revolts of lis wage slaves, followed a 
skirmish earlier in the day in which the 
enraged veterans drove off the police and 
Treasury agents who attempted to evict 
them from their makeshaft homes. In 
this affrays veteran lost his life, a num- 
ber of others were injured, and several 
policemen received as well as they gave. 

For hundreds of thousands of work- 
ers all over the country the true nature 
of American democracy has been re- 
vealed. Before their very eyes the 
views of the Communists have been 
proved. Capitalism rules by force. It 
spares nobody. 

The veterans have reaped the only re- 
ward their capitalist .masters will give 



The Veterans' Progress 

How far they have came on the road 
to class consciousness can be seen from 
the fact that these are the men whom 
the capitalist class had organized into the 
American Legion and the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars as instruments to smash 
strikes and working class demonstra- 
tions. Now, having learned by their own 
experience what capitalism is, they will 
no longer allow themselves to be used 
for this kind of capitalist dirty work. 

But they still have a long way to 
reach the ranks of the class conscious 
vanguard. They must learn that the 
fight for the bonus must be made a part 
of the class fight for relief from the 
crisis at the expense of the capitalist 
class and its government; that their fight 
must be made a part of a unitfed work- 
ing class fight embracing with employed 
and unemployed workers. 

It is the task of the Communists to 
teach them. They must advance the cor- 
rect slogans, and work in the ranks of 
the veterans to raise them to class con- 
sciousness. The Communists must sup- 
port the fight for the bonus— as a special 
measure of relief for a special section 
of the working class. In this connection 
it must be noted that the Daily Worker 



them. This Is what they get for their 

defense of "innocent, bleeding Belgium.". has ^ db f J^^^l^L^J^t^ 

This is their reward for making the ' 



"world safe for democracy". The gas 
bombs they once hurled at equally mis- 
led German workers have now been hurl- 
ed at them by "their own countrymen" 
The bayonets which they once used to 
rip and slash the bodies of "enemy" sol- 
diers have been applied to their own 
skins by men wearing the same uniforms 
they wore in the Argonne and Chateau- 
Thierry. What a bitter education these 
workers are getting under the driving 



Eleventh H< 
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eventnnourmvjermany 

Socialists Restrain Workers: Stalinists still Reject United Front 

Events in Germany are rushing swift-r many several months ago — would be 
tly towards a climax. Sunday's elections fatal if it became the general view of 



to the now dissolved Reichstag will serve 
as another milestone on the road which 
leads Germany to the final decision : the 
triumph of Fascism or proletarian em- 
ancipation. 

For those to whom it was not clear at 
the outset, it should now be plain: the 
von Papen regime of Junkers and mili- 
tarists is a stop-gap of no permanency. 
It cannot be expected to last for any 
length of time except that required by 
the Hitlerites to demoralize the work- 
ing class forces and strengthen their own 
to the point where Fascism, may seize 
power in its own name. To expect, fur- 
thermore, that the Fascists will take 
power only after they have gained fifty- 
one percent of the votes is to suffer from 
the same stupid illusion, turned upside- 
down, which the social democrats the 
world over have fostered in the minds 
of their followers by telling them that 
they will come to power after they have 
gained a majority of the ballots. Hitler 
cannot and will not wait until he has 
attained that Par-ofC objective. The 
acuteness of the struggle does not allow 
time for such a "peaceful" advent to 
the seat of power for Fascism. More- 
over, Hitler realizes as well as anyone 
else that his social reservoirs are being 
rapidly exhausted ; that the discontent- 
ed and despairing petty bourgeoisie from 



the German workers. 

Thaelmann's New Theory 

It is only after he attains power that 
Hitler will be able to fortify himself in 
Mich a manner that every vestige of 
labor organization on an Independent 
scale would be exterminated with a fury 
exceeding anything known in the history 
of Mussolini and his blackshirts. It is 



ing the fight for unemployment insur- 
ance and relief to a position second to 
the bonus fight. If the light for the 
bonus Is to yield results in relief and 
class consciousness the correct relation 
between It and the broader fight for un- 
employment insurance must be observed. 

Communist Opportunities 

The Communists now have a splendid 
opportunity to take over the leadership 
of the bonus fight. In the crucial mo- 
ment when the veterans needed leader- 
ship and direction their commander. 
Waters, turned out to be, as the Com- 
munists foretold, a coward and faker. 
The tide of battle swept him aside. The 
men are now leaderless. The prestige 
of the Workers' Ex-Serv Icemen's League 
will rise if it steps into the breach 
and leads. It has In this situation an 
opportunity to smash through the isola- 
tion into which its incorrect tactics led 
It. It can demonstrate that it is cap- 
able under Communist guidance, of lead- 
ing not only isolated demonstrations of 
the vanguard, but the masses of the vets. 

The Communists must rally the vets, 
draw for them the lessons of their fight 
for the bonus and the most recent ac- 
1 tions of the Hoover starvation govern- 
ment, and Taise the fight for the bonus 
to the higher plane of the general class 



which he has hitherto drawn the bulk lacking is the determination and con- 



consciousness and raise the prestige of 
Communism in the eyes of the whole 
working class. — T. S. 



NOW that Hitler must be annihilated, fi £ ht for reIil -'*- If th, ' v wlli do thiH 
before he comes to power-, and not after-! tQ ey will advance the vets toward class 
wards. The German workers are begin- 
ning to realize this elementary truth. 
Elsewhere in this issue we indicate the 
growing, spontaneous urge of the German 
proletariat towards a united front. Un- 
der' this mighty impulsion from below — 
to which should be added the stinging 
criticisms of the Left Opposition — a half 
turn is being made by the Stalinists. 
Bnt it is far from enough. In the latest 
issue of the German party's theoretical 
organ, Thaelmann a Ivances the theory 
that a "united front from above" is now 
permissible provided that the masses 
have already been convinced of the need 
for a united front. This stupidly op- 
portunistic Idea Is still advanced under 
a Leftist cloak! The indisputable facts 
show that the masses have long since 
gained this conviction : what has been 



whole rotten bunk— graft for the dispens- 
ers of relief, lovely talk and no cash 
for those who really need it. 
* • • • 

At the same time something happened 
that the ^unemployed workers of these 
United States should open their eyes to 
and learn from. Hoover actually signed 
an act which will permit 215,000 veterans 
to receive, after July 25, half the value 
of their bonus certificates! Why does 
Hoover do this now after Congress and 
HerMe himself have time and again re- 
fused to help the ex-soldiers out of their 
misery? 

There can be only one answer to that. 
The demonstrations and growing mili- 
tancy of the vets at the very doors of 
the old man in Washington are beginning 
to have their effect. The Increasing 
threat of the marchers, the picketing on 
the lawn of the Capital have forced this 
half-way move of Hoover. 

iThe unemployed and employed work- 
ers are seeing before their very eyes 
a picture of the only way they ever will 
get real relief— by organizing and fight- 
ing for it. Hoover is }ust about as much 
concerned about the plight of the unem- 
ployed and actual relief, as he is over 
the scene of misery enacted by the bonus 
army on the disease-infected banks of 
Anacostia fiats. Hoover and the boss 
class for which he stands, will continue 
to turn deaf ears to the pleas of this 
starving mass of wage slaves until those 
pleas become mighty, roaring commands 
of an organized force of employed and 
unemployed invincibly united. 

—HERBERT CAPEHS. 



of his electorate, have been tapped to 
the utmost ; that he is rapidly nearlng 
tiie height of any possible parliamentary 
triumphs; that unless power is seized 
violently — and that is the only way in 
which the proletariat will allow it to be 
seized — it will not be seized at all. 

The Eeventh Hour Nears 

That is why the crucial moment, the 
eleventh hour, is approaching. That ia 
why the workers must be vigilantly on 
guard — not only In Germany but through- 
out the rest of the world: for on the 
triumph or defeat of Fascism in Ger- 
many hangs the fate of the world revolu- 
tion and the Soviet Union for the en- 
tire coming period. 

But the vigilance of the working class 
of Germany is being broken from two 
directions. The first is from the social 
democracy, which is drugging the pro- 
letariat and paralyzing its limbs while 
Hitler advances. Its policy of restrain- 
ing the workers, soothing them! wjth 
empty, treacherous promises of salva- 
tion, is demoralizing the ranks of the 
workers and sowing the spirit of despair 
and capitulation. Their attitude is sum. 
raed up by the pessimistic analysis of the 



vfction of the Stalinist leaders! 

We repeat a hundred times over : In- 
valuablfe time has been lost, but it is 
not yet too late! A mass united front of 
Communists and social democrats can 
still crush Hitlerism. To arouse the 
militants to this idea and to the acute 
ness of the German situation, is the 
task of the moment. The criminal sil- 
ence of the party' press here, the fail- 
ure to take up the situation either In- 
side the party or in mass meetings out- 
side, must be countered by the conscienti- 
ous party members demanding discussion 
and action by the party. The Left Op- 
position is doing its duty. The worker- 
Communists must join their voices with 
ours ! 



200 at German Meeting 

Despite a heavy shower shortly before 
the meeting, and the intense mid-summer 
heat, more than 200 workers packed the 
hall of the Stuyvesant Casino last Wed- 
nesday to hear the viewpoint of the Left 
Opposition on the crisis in Germany. 
Hugo Oehler introduced the subject 
with an analysis of the events leading up 
to the present situation and the signific- 
ance of the struggle between Fascism 
and Communism. He was followed by 
Max Shachtman, who sketched the false 
course pursued by the official party lead- 
ers for the past few years in connection 
with the social democracy on the one 
hand, and Fascism on the other. The 
seriousness of the situation in Germany 
was emphasized and the standpoint of 
the Left Opposition revealed to have 
been vindicated by life itself. The 
speakers were followed with the strict- 
est attention, and the audience included 
not only a large number of party and 
Lovestone group members, but dozens of 
workers who had never before attended 
a meeting of the Left Opposition. The 
Casino meeting was the first in a series 
of meetings' being organized throughout 
the country by us In an endeavor to 
arouse the American militants to the 
vital importance of the situation now 
developing in Germany. 



New York Branch Starts Important Drive 



We're moving again with our activity 
centering around our latest publication, 
What Next? The New York branch has 
started out with a bang by launching a 
Literature and Finance Campaign whose 
„ .. . pivot is What Next? The details are re- 
New Leader of July 30, the organ of the' ported elsewhere In this Issue. 
American socialists: "If Hitler ascends As our ad announces, until further 
to power, he will be deflated within a notice, we are offering a free paper copy 
few months, as he Is an ignoramus and of What Next? with each half year sub 
conditions will certainly not Improve' of twenty-six issues; and a free cloth 
because a child mind has been heaved copy with each year's sub of fifty-two 
into eminence." This curious comWna- issues. Militant Builders, this is your 
tion of surrender in advance, ignorance opportunity! You have in this offer a 
of recent history and the elements of great inducement to workers to subscribe, 
politics, knavery, and an imitation of the We think that this is so great an op- 
vain boastings of the Stalinists in Ger- portunity that it is possible for every 



comrade to get subs. We are therefore 
throwing out all our old records and 
starting from scratch. Every comrade 
now has the same opportunity. 

Beginning with the next issue we will 
record the progress of the staff and our 
branches. We want to see this record 
grow by leaps and bounds. There is no 
reason why it shouldn't. 

To the two comrades who stand high- 
est in the list at the end of August we 
will open our literature closet— they may 
make their choice of any one of our 
publications. 

Now then to work! We have here an 
opportunity we may not get again so 
soon. Action is needed to realize it. 
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The Fascist Terror Is Let Loose ! 



July 1, at tbe University of Berlin 

Fascist student bandits attacked anti- 
Fascist students with clubs and knives. 
Three Communist students, three social 
democrats and one other, from tlie S. A. 
P., were seriously wounded. 
At Dresden 

June 21, in the suburb of Leubau, a 
Nazi group attacked two social-dem- 
ocratic workers who were seriously in- 
jured. When numbers of workers ran up 
to protect them the band of Nazi cow- 
ards ran away. 

At Halle 

On June 29, a uniformed assault band 
provoked some revolutionary workers in 
a laboring district. When the police ar- 
rived they took the side of the Nazis 
against the Communists. Alleging that 
they had been attacked with rocks, tbe 
police used their arms. Two policemen 
were wounded, and we cannot ascertain 
whether there were any losses on the 
side of the workers. 

July 2 

At Janowita Bridge (Berlin) a worker 
was beaten up by six Fascists. Some 
marble-workers in the vicinity immedi- 
ately ran to his aid. A section of the 
League for Struggle and several young 
socialist comrades interfered, and the 
Nazis ran away. (On this occasion a 
permanent committee of defense was or 
ganlzed.) 

At two-thirty, the Nazi bandit Trum- 
peimann, in Schenoberg, fired ten revolver 
shots on two revolutionary workers out 
on the street. One was seriously in- 
jured by two bullets, and the other by 
three. These two victims of the Fascist 
vermin are at present struggling against 
death in the hospital . . . This act of 
aggression took place after a discussion. 
Nine Workers Killed In One Day 

At Hattmgeu (Ruhr) comrade Lubber- 
ich was assassinated, and comrade Schola 
felled by a revolver bullet in the lungs. 
At Cologne, a Fascist motorcyclist killed 
a worker, head of a family. Two other 
workers were injured. At Berlin a pol- 
iceman beat up our comrades Gericke and 
Scbonock. At Frank fort- on-the Oder, two 
social democratic workers fell under the 
fire of Hitler's bandlta. 

July 3, Hamburg 

After their C. P. meeting, in Dittmar- 
chen, our comrades from Lunden, return- 
ing to their homes, were suddenly attack- 
ed by a hall of bullets from 300 «azis, 
Comrade Frahm was killed by a bullet 
iu the abdomen, and comrades Blesch 
and Krach were wounded in the arm and 
head. 

In Berlin 

A comrade in Berlin was assassinated, 
seated on motorcycles, a group of Nazis 
organised an annul attack against the 
Fischer workers' local (Vogtstrasse). Six 
or eight shots were fired in the local — 
another comrade was seriously wounded. 

At eleven o'clock a group of Nazis in 
an automobile sped by the Karl Itichter 
local (Berlin N. Gottschedstrasse) , and 
fired six shots, which struck two women, 
both wounded in the thigh. Twenty min- 
utes later the police appeared. One Fasc- 
ist was arrested. A short time before 
this attack the same Fascist automobile 
drove through Oudenarde Street and 
passed before the Koch local. Several 
people were wounded. 

At Mariendort 

A private automobile drove very slowly 
in front of the local which is situated on 
Kurfurstunstrasae. Fifteen to twenty re- 
volver shots were fired, wounding a few 
diners. At Steglitz some Fascist bandits 
on a Fascist motorcycle fired on the 
workers' local in Albreehtstrasse. For- 
tunately nobody was wounded. In the 
Angriff, Goebbols officially boasts of these 
murderous assaults. 

At Wedding 

In the night of Friday- Saturday, the 
Assault Battallious fired revolver shots 
and used knives in various localities. The 
black dogs stabbed the worker Zalibel in 
the back with daggers and sent him to 
earth with a pistol shot. Comrade O. 
Zahbet is in the hospital, gravely wound- 
ed. 

In Neue Hochests and in Leuzener'- 
platz the S. A. bands provoked some seri- 
ous encounters. Seized with bestial 
sadism a group from the S. A. mistook 
a crowd of Nazis, who were coming in 
their direction, for the "Commune", and 
fired among them. One Nazi was killed 
by a bullet wound in the neck. 

On Friday Fascist provocations started 
again at about eight-thirty in the eve- 
ning, in Neue Iloehstrasse. In front of 
Lassam workers' local the Nazis in- 



posted in different corners of the street 
fired from every direction, with the re- 
sult that 40 or 50 bullets struck the local 
building. At that same moment another 
Fascist band arrived coming from the 
other side of the street. The Nazis who 
had just flred took them too for' Com- 
munists and turned on them. Wounded 
in the neck, the Nazi, Steinberg, fell. 
Three others were wounded. 

The "home group for self-defense" sec- 
tion assembled and the Nazis fled. A 
policeman ran to meet him, revolver in 
hand, but allowed the Nazis to pass, al- 
though they were obviously armed. The 
policemen asked some i>assers-by who 
had done the firing. He was told that 
it was the Nazis who had just passed 
him ; in spite of this the policeman con- 
tinued in the opposite direction. In their 
llight the Nazi bandits in the Neue Iloeh- 
strasse knocked down a porter named 
Kniest and slashed him with knives. 

At a quarter of one Goebbels' bands 
returned. At Lenzenerplatz they tried to 
enter Neue Hochstrasse. Seeing that the 
street was filled with workers they as- 
sembled ; in the commotion they fired on 
each other once more. 

The Police Assassins 

Bertin — During the night at 1 o'clock, 
the pullcc took unheard of measures in 
Rostock erstrasse (Moabtt); because of 



Hitler's bands are increasing their 
bloody deeds. Just as in Italy, they 
aTe laying a crushing burden of 
terror on cily and countryside. Al- 
ready acts of aggression and assas- 
sinations take place every day. We 
draw up here a record of Fascist 



aggressions since July 1, taken from 
the Bote Falme. May our comrades 
realize by these few examples that 
today it is the fate of the whole Eur- 
opean proletariat which is being de- 
cided in Germany! Let us line up 
to help them i 



the beat many of the inhabitants had left 
their window open. The patrol demand- 
ed that the windows be shut immediately. 
As several of the inhabitants expressed 
their indignation over this demand, one 
of the policemen drew his ride from his 
shoulders and fired (hree shots. Another 
patrol arrived and alio fired. An assault- 
truck and an armored car came up. The 
porter of the house on 2 Iiosfoekerstrassc 
was aroused from his bed and forced to 
turn over the keys of the cellar and 
stort>room. The police ransacked the 
house from fop to bottom. In the middle 
of the night the inhabitants were rudely 
aroused from their beds. The bourgeois 
press claims that 1'here had been firing 
from the windows. 

July 5 

At the entrance of the Stadium wher'e 
the trials of the Spartacus took place in 
Essen (Ruhr), the Fascists and the 
police provoked the workers. A serious 
conflict resulted, the police trying to 
prevent the workers from singing certain 
song*". Twenty-four workers were wound- 
ed and one policeman killed. 



lit the evening there wore new encoun- 
ters between the workers, who were go- 
in;,' home, and the police and Nazis. Al- 
legedly, stones were thrown at the pol- 
ice trucks; the police fired in every dir- 
ection. A worker was killed by a bullet 
in the head, another seriously wounded 
in the abdomen. The Nazis waylaid the 
youth comrade Werman and stabbed him 
fatally. 

Kassel 

On the occasion of the filing off of 
Fascists at Eschwege, near Kassel, yes- 
terday, there occurred some .serious con- 
flicts between the entire workers' popula- 
tion and the S. A. provocateurs. By 
their shouting the masses kept the Fasc- 
ist, orator from speaking in the market 
place. In league with the S. A. the pol- 
ice used brutal measures against tho 
workers. From a distance of several 
meters Severing's police fired on the 
workers. Two workers, a Communist 
and a social democrat, were killed by the 
shots of the Severing forces. 

Minden (Westphalia) 

Last night, with no excuse whatsoever, 



Spontaneous United Front Developing 



Nazi bandits opened fire on a working 
class street. A worker, coming out of 
a saloon just at that moment, was so 
gravely wounded that he died a short 
time later in the hospital. 

Kottbustfrter (Berlin; 
Last night an S. A. bandit lired on a 
groi.p of workers wounding two slightly, 
and killing one lteichsbanner worker. The 
workers punished the cowardly assassin, 
who had to be taken to the hospital. The 
workers, forgcttng all party considera- 
tions, next hastened to the lair of the 
Nazi assassins in Skalitzerstrasse, and 
demolished it. The workers decided to 
organize a joint demonstration in the 
banquet-hall at Ewalcl, in order to weld 
the anti-Fascist united front still more 
solidly. 

July 6, Essen (Ruhr) 

The worker Heinrich Steinweg, from 
Dortmund-Braeke, whom the police 
wounded in the neck on Sunday with a 
revolver shot, died this morning. 
July 7 

Yesterday four young unemployed 
workers took some food in Diana House, 
and were pursued and attacked on the 
Krckener'-Neu-Zittar road by a car full 
of policemen. One of the unemployed 
youths, seriously wounded by a bullet in 
his back, fell fom his bicycle while 
riding. He, as weil as one other boy, 



The German Communist Party and the United Front 



The German workers' press gives daily 
abundant testimony of the development 
of the class struggle in Germany. Pub- 
lishing extracts from Thaelmann's 
speech, 1'Humanit*, central organ of the 
French Communist Party, is finally forced 
to write (7-G-3SJ) "The French workers 
who follow with ever deepening Interest 
the vicissitudes of the class struggle — of 
the CIVIL WAK already begun in Ger- 
many— must read the answer of Thael- 
mann", etc. What! civil war is already 
unleashed In Germany, in the most de- 
veloped capitalist country of Europe, 
and yet the official party press contents 
itself with giving the workers minutest 
doses of information. Is it in this fash- 
ion that the party can appeal to tbe work- 
ers to aid the German proletariat in the 
struggle? We will try to give here some 
extracts from the German workers' press 
to htelp our readers form an opinion, 
and to have on hand data necessary In 
the daily polemics: unfortunately, even 
so we cannot replace tbe immense work 
which could have been carried on day 
by day by the party press. 
THE TURN OF THE GERMAN C. P. 
TOWARDS THE UNITED FRONT 

We have already spoken of the begin- 
ning of a turn on the question of the 
united front which the C. P. of Germany 
was forced to make under the pressure 



Is it Really Possible to Establish a Unified Proletarian Front 
Against the Growing Danger of Fascism? 



Ing but an anti-social democratic action. Germany refuse to bring about the 'Uni- 
They openly declare that they will not 
have a united front with the leaders of 



the social -democracy. All the Invitations 
of the social-democracy to cease first the 
struggle and to concentrate the forces 
against the common enemy were disdain- 
fully repulsed. The circular of the C. C. 
of the C. I'. of Germany of June 4 con- 
firms clearly that even In the present 
fights the main attack should be directed 
against the social democracy. 

"This proves that the C. P. of Germany 
does not really want a united front of 
the workers, which it recognizes in 
words. This slogan is to serve only as 
a means of attracting social -democratic 
workers and voters. Everyone to whom 
the idea of a true unit of proletarians is 
a serious and sacred thing will turn 
away with indignation from sucb a dis- 
loyal maneuver. 

"Had the C. P. of Germany desired It, 
ft could have had enough, opportunity to 
concentrate in the electoral struggles on 
winning the masses of voters who left 
it to join the National-Socialists. By 



such an orientation in the struggle, it 
of the workers and due to the penetra- ! could have reduced to a minimum the 
tion of the Meas of the Opposition. This' f fiction with the social -democracy. But 
is how Remmele presents the matter in 1 it is not this that they want, since they 
a speech at Tef.Iow : "After the elections; direct their main attack against us, so 
in Prussia a mighty will of common that the front of brass as well as the 
struggle against Fascism manifested it-! front of defense .must also remaia firmly 
self in the hearts of the working class.' against them. 

In his speech at the Sport Palace, our "Therefore, comrades, open your eyes, 
comrade Thaelmann declared to all the p The one who is educated politically 
workers: "We, Communists, we want a j knows that only the central leadership 
united front in the struggle against Fasc-; of the parties are in a position to carry 
ism and for the demands of the workers Ion negotiations which can meet with 
with ALL ORGANIZATIONS ready to; success. Local negotiations, instead of 
fight. We do not pose the question of! creating unity and clarity, lead only to 
a ■united front in a formal manner. We: dissension and confusion. Therefore, 
set only one single condition; it is true, 1 they must absolutely avoided." (Vor. 
a condition of decisive importance: we waerte, 6-29-32.} 



demand a real struggle against Fasc- 
ism and for the workers. 



ted front? This Is the question which 

every worker asks. 

AKISE NOW, RED BERLIN! 

At the same time the heads of the 
social-democracy are themselves forced to 
prohibit the Vorwaerts, that means their 
newspaper. They are wedged between 
the Right wing of the bourgeoisie which 
makes them capitulate In every Instance 
and the mass of workers who want to 
carry them into the struggle. On the 
eve of the suppression of the Vorwaerts 
(for five days) it appeared with the 
following heading in enormous letters: 
"NOW, ARISE YOV, BED BERLIN" 

And on the morrow a tremendous de- 
monstration assembled tens of thousands 
of reformist workers. That is the very 
reason why we must pursue our action 
of the united front. This is the only 
road which will turn the direction of 
the social-democracy and gather the 
great masses of workers under Eire ban 
ner of Communism. 
THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 
AND THE UNITED FRONT 

If the C. P. has not taken the initiative 
in. this matter, there arc other inter- 
mediary parties like the S. W. P. (So- 
cialist Workers Party), which try to 
make use of it. But the leadership 
of this party does not call for a united 
front to gather th"> masses with a view 
to action, in order to tear away the 
masses from the leadership of the social- 
democracy. They want a UNIFICATION 
OF THE PROGRAM of the working 
parties. It is the bankruptcy of their 
party that allows them to write the fol- 
lowing : 

"That which seemed unimaginable only 
a few weeks ago, is now being realized 
in a number of ways : through all the 
differences, the working class of all 
parties and of all organizations finds a 
road to a common struggle against Fasc- 
ism and scfcial reaction. We can say 
with pride that these are the fruits of 
tbe minutest work, full of sacrifices, of 
the S. W. P. Already in the heart of 



A Letter to a Party Member 



Uy perserVing along this lice, the 
C. P. of Germany wil drive the leadership 

"History had a similar situation in the ; of the social-democracy to its last re- 
Stvuggle of the Russian working class.: trenchment. Without making any con- 
WHEN THREATENED WITH THE IN-] cessions on its political program, it will 
SURltECTION of Kornilov, the Bolshe-I gain the masses of reformist workers, 
viks made the Kerensky government give' Messrs socialists, why do your friends ofj the Socialist party, the cadres of the S. 
them arms and Kornilov was defeated. 
From the victory over Kornilov emerged 
the victorious October revolution and the 
power of the Soviets. 

"The Von Papen government legalized 
anew the Fascist bands and let loose the 
assassins and a wave of murders against 
the workers. Wte demanded of Severing 
and Grzeshinsky the abrogation of the 
decree which chained the working class. 
I ask the social democratic workers, 
would the Van I'apen government come 
if there had been and demonstration of 
TOO-SOO.OOO Socialist and Communist 
workers? I. ask: which social-dem- 
ocratic workers would be opposed to 



iured some workers; but when members Severing's lifting the ban against th3 
of the "home groups for self-defense" Red Front ftgh'ers? etc." (Rote Fahne, 



arrived immediately, they fled. Sudden- 
ly, at eleven o'clock, a motorcycle with 
an unliglited side-car arrived. In front 
of the Lassam local, four or five revolver 
shots were fired from the cycle. The 
workers withdrew to the local and closed 
the shutters ; by doing so they saved their 
lives for at that very instant, Nazis 
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of 17-C-32.) 

Thus, tiie C. P. of Germany has been 
forced to follow the road of a united 
front. But is a half-turn, without ex- 
planations, sufficient: Is it sufficient to 
address only once the reformist organi- 
zations? No ! It is necessary to per- 
severe, to push the leaders of the social- 
demcracy against the wall. 
SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC LEADERS 
AGAINST THE UNITED FRONT 

It was sufficient that the C. P. of Ger- 
many took the road of the united front, 
even though in a confused and not suf- 
ficiently sincere manei", for the social 
democratic leaders to become uneasy and 
to unmask themselves. Here is a circu- 
lar published by the Vorwaerts In which 
the leaders of the social democrats try 
to put stop brakes on the pressure of 
the workers towards a united front in the 
struggle: 

"... The avowals of the C. C. of 
the C. P. of Germany, as well as of the 
leaders and the Communist press, show 
very clearly that the so-called anti-Fasc- 



A comrade in the party answers my 
criticism with the reply "I know the 
party is wrong in important points, but I 
do good work here, teaching Communism 
to the workers. That work is my In- 
spiration." 

* » * • 

Why cannot you do this fine work, com- 
rade, and at the same time express your 
opinion on party mistakes? Because you 
would be expelled. Fear of thia makes 
you choose the work you love even at 
the sacrifice of two tremendously impor- 
tant issues : First, the working out of a 
correct strategy in the party, and second, 
the right of a party member to partici- 
pate in the clearing up of important pro- 
blems. 

Which is the more important, the edu- 
cation of the masses to Communism or 
a correct strategy? Both are essentials. 
Either one is useless without the other. 
However, the masses are hound to come 
to us™ economic forces are driving them 
to Communism — hut if we are not pre- 
pared to offer wise leadership their 
forces will be smashed on the rocks of 
mistakes and deceit, and the triumph of 
Communism is delayed. 

The Opposition offers any comrade the 
opportunity to keep up his ABC educa- 
tional work. We have our Street meet- 
ings (often broken up by party members, 
it is true} but we combine with this ele- 
mentary work the equally important task 
of learning to apply correct strategy. 
» * » * 

Communism bad the masses In China ; 
a strong trade-union movement (3 mil- 



ist action on their part is in reality nothJ lions according to Losovsky), a tremen- 



dous peasant force, many army regiments 
ready to support us— but false strategy- 
working hand in hand with Chiang Kai- 
Shek — smashed the revolution. 



In Germany we have five million voters 
and the socialists nine million yet this 
is not preventing the Fascist or Junker 
dictatorship, which will mean attack upon 
Soviet Russia. Why? Wrong Stalinist 
strategy in alienating the socialist work- 
ers. 

* * * • 

A general must have an army but his 
army is worse than useless without a 
correct strategy. A builder must have 
bricks, but his house will topple, if his 
plans are incorrect. The Communist 
party today has no leadership, no correct 
strategy. In every important historical 
event where correct action was necessary, 
it has failed — in England, in China, in 
Germany and in Russia itself with the 
peasants. 

When the world Is In an uproar- 
Stalin has nothing to say-— he is silent 
at the XVII party conference. In the 
streets of Moscow it Is murmured "He is 
expecting directions, from Trotsky." 

—A. K. 



BOUND VOLUMES 

Like the tide they're still going out. 
We're almost down to the point where 
we can announce: Last Call. Let this 
he a reminder or a warning that corn- 
fades who want a copy should lose no 
time. 



W. P. have defended unswervingly the 
united front. The words which Seyde- 
wltz has pronounced "Rather ten times 
with Thaelmann than once with Gree- 
ner's", became a favorable ground for the 
work of the S. ,W. I'. 

"Even though the propaganda of the 
idea of unity has not yet been capable 
of giving great exterior results to the 
S. W. P. Even though the idea itself 
serves at the present moment as an ob- 
stacle to the rapid growth of our organi- 
zation nevertheless we can already today 
see how Just is the demand for a class 
front, of a bloc of workers, and how this 
idea, thanks to our indefatigable propa- 
ganda, has taken root in all working 
class organizations. Moreover from a 
bloc in the extra-parliamentary struggle 
the workers will demand more and more 
forcily a common list of all working class 
parties in the coming elections to the 
Reichstag. This fact should not only bear 
evidence of the common lot of all groups, 
but should besides prevent the loss of 
working class voices. 

"Workers are still falling daily under 
the bullets and knives of the Assault 
Battalion bandits. Doisens of workers 
are shot or stabbed every day. But the 
working class is already uniting for ac- 
tive resistance. A will for struggle such 
as has never before existed rules in the 
working class today; it is calling a halt 
to fratricidal struggle in order more en- 
ergetically and successfully to carry on 
the struggle against class enemies." 
(Kamf. signal of 7-3-32.) 

On July it, Kamfsignal again carried a 
story on the huge mass meetings of the 
previous week; 

"The C. I', and S. P. demonstrations 
of last Sunday and Monday showed that 
the workers understand the present crisis. 
Masses such as we have been unable 
to assemble during the past ten years 
gathered from the laboring districts to 
the midst o£ the city. But not only the 
masses themselves but their spirit too 
was significant. For the first time there 
was no friction between the social dem- 
ocrats and the Communists. On the con- 
trary, numerous social democratic par- 
ticipants were to be seen at the Commun- 
ist demonstrations, and conversely, there 
were many Communists at the social 
democratic demonstrations. 

"Although the two bureaucracies have 
not been able to agree on a joint demon- 
stration, the a leals published by their 
press have been completely distinguished 
from those of the past. The Vorwaerts 
stated specifically that 'the demonstra- 
tion is directed exclusively against our 
enemies on the Right, and we must ab- 
stain from all polemic against other 
workers' imrties, particularly the C. P. 
G.' " 

To sum up, it is evident that the turn 
outlined by German party is beginning 
to bear fruit. But in order that it may 
not be the social democracy or the S. 
W. P which ultimately reaps the re- 
ward of this tactic, the C. P. (:. must 
make its program of action much clear- 
er, and above all must show that behind 
the united front struggle against Fascism 
will inevitably arise the problem of 
power. 

For the last several weeks, the party 
has been seriously altering Its organi- 
zation methods. It has built .up a strong 
movement of "ant i- Fascist action". In 
numerous places it has conferred with 
trade union and political reformist or- 
ganizations. New problems arise. The 
anti-Fascist struggle is not an tend in 
Itself. It is at present the most urgent 
need to fulfill ; all our forces must be 
directed to this struggle. But in order 
that this struggle may be advantageous 
for the revolutionary wing, we must 
trace out a broad perspective of the 
struggle for power. We must advance 
a program of proletarian government, 
for today the question is no longer that 
of a return, according to fhe wishes of 
the social democracy, to a "second repu- 
blic" ... a bourgeois democracy. In- 
stead, side by side with our anti-Fascist 
struggle, we must' march towards the 
proletarian revolution, towards the dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat. 



was a ['rested. The two others succeed- 
ed in escaping. 

Tuesday afternoon, a motorboat bear- 
ing the Fascist flair went along the 
Spamtau canal (Berlin). The occupants 
of the boat burled insults at the unem- 
ployed men who were bathing between 
the Muheritz and Hinkeldey bridges, 
shouting out at them "Limg live Hitler!" 
One man shouted back, "Down with Hit- 
ler!" whereupon the Naxis drew revolv- 
ers and fired on the unemployed men. 
Two youths were wounded, ime by a 
bullet, in the arm. (he oilier in the knee. 
The bathers, bitterly aroused, threw rocks 
at the boat, wounding one of the assas- 
sins. 

July 8, Golluov 

In the course of the wood-workers' 
strike, which has grown more serious 
during the last few days, some encoun- 
ters between the strikers and scab-; oc- 
curred. The manager summoned the 
police, who lired on the strikers, one ot 
whom was seriously wounded by Sever- 
ing's police. 

July 9 

Wednesday evening, at a quarter of 
eleven, a Nazi band fired on the lieeck- 
man workers' local, at I'aiikow, Berilcg- 
strasse, 2. The bandits threw some 
hand-grenades and rocks and beer-bot- 
tles through the windows. Oise worker 
was seriously injured and had to be 
taken to the hospital. The Hitlerites 
fired three revolver shots at the eafe- 
proprei tor's wife who fortunately escaped 
their bullets. When the police arrived, 
Ihe mob had long since disappeared. The 
next day thirty Fascists came out of 
their barracks to provoke the popiila-" 
tion. The workers and passers-by de- 
manded that the police search them. A 
revolver was found on one of I hem, who 
was recognized as a participant in the- 
nssault against the workers' local the 
previous evening, and he was arrested. 
July 10, Frankfort- on. Hie- Main 

Last night the bandits of the S3. A. 
passed through the workers' borough oX 
NIed, proceeding towards Hochst. Al- 
though the march had been forbidden, th« 
police brutally cleared the street for the 
passage of the brown plague, knocking 
down men and women. The alarmed 
workers assembled In front of the town- 
hall, where about fifty Nazis were thor- 
oughly thrashed. Intimidated by the un- 
confinable anger of the workers, the pol- 
ice put away their clubs. 

Shortly before midnight a police car 
drove up; it too was greeted with stones 
thrown by the workers. The police 
started firing and wounded a worker. 
Near NIddabrueke the workers threw up 
barricades to block Ihe road for the 
Fascists. Not until early morning did 
they dare to return to their homos, un- 
der a strong police escort. 

Hirschberg (Silflsin) 

Last night Nazi bandits from the entire 
region tried to attack a camp of young 
socialist workers at Schmcidebcrg. The 
S. A. bandits surrounded the camp and 
bombarded i* with rocks. When the 
workers, who were instantly awakened, 
ran towards them, they tried to run 
away. In the melee 16 Nazis and 10 
workers were seriously injured. The 
police searching the Nazi bandits later, 
found several dozen revolvers, clubs, and 
brass knuckles. 

Assault battalion 33 of Char lot ten burg 
(Berlin), once more attacked and fired 
upon the workers. Under police protec- 
tion fhe Nazis had distributed leaflets 
in Havelstrasso during the morning, but 
they finally had to withdraw to their re- 
treat in Hebbelstrasse. Along the way 
they attacked a worker's' local in Gruu. 
strasse. 

The Nazis threw a worker off his 
bicycle, crying out, "There's a lesson for 
the Commune T'TIie police arrested the 
worker but had to release him soon. 
While the Fascist mob, with a Strength 
of about thirty men, was beating the 
workers with clubs and stones, while 
Scheffler leading his Nazis, was hitting 
the workers with shovels and the work- 
erS were running away, police car num- 
ber 3A-i,1,flTil passed up and down Gru-u- 
strasse, where the workers local is sit- 
uated. 

Child Killers 

The capitalists live in Grunewald (Ber- 
lin) ; the proletariat lives in Fischer- 
keitz. When the assault battalions want 
to undertake punitive expeditions, where 
do fhey go? Not to Grunewald, but to 
Fisoherkeitz. There lives Helmut Seiten, 
a lad of thirteen. He is a puny child, 
the youngest of eight brothers and sis- 
ters. 

Thursday evening, June 23, Helmut 
and his friends were playing in the 
streets. Suddenly one of the little ones 
cried out, "Look out for the Nazis!" 
Before they had a chance to run away, 
the Nazi rifles swept the street. The 
wounded were bathed in blood — among 
them Helmut. The Nazis cried out, "Get 
out of here, you red curs! This is the 
Third Empire!" A bullet wounded Hel- 
mut in the thigh, severing an artery. 
The hole where the bullet entered Is the 
size of a five mark piece. 

The old mother ran to her son's aid. 
She was weeping; Helmut tried to con- 
sole her. "Don't cry, mamma, it's not so 
Reritfus." His blood was flowing fast. 
Some firemen carried him to the. hos- 
pital. In order to save his life it was 
necessary to give him a blood trans- 
fusion. One of the firemen put himself 
at the surgeon's disposal for this opera- 
tion. 

Helmut Is still at the hospital. His 
leg is shattered to fragments. The ass- 
assins gleefully make ready for their 
next cowardly blow. 
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What Is Happening in the Soviet Union 



Behind the scenes of the Stalinist 
apparatus a deep-going process is at 
work undermining the "monolithism" 
of the leading group which is narrow- 
ing down ever more threatening to 
the ixjrsonality of Stalin. The official 
party press naturally maintains a 
censor-bound silence on what is going 
on in actuality. The present letter 
will give our readers an insight Into 
some of the significant events taking 
place. 

(Continued from last issue) 

To all sorts of critical remarks and de- 
monstrations of Stalin's ideological in- 
sufficiency, the average Stalinist replied, 
"Yes, all that may be true, hut lie sure 
is a sly bouts; you won't break your 
neck following him." Moreover the suc- 
cesses of Industrialization and collectivi- 
zation covered up all sins. The sharp 
about fat*; came with the aggravation 
of the situation in necessities. "Hunger 
iH an aunt to none." In deliberations 
concern in y the situation in necessities, 
general formulas do not suffice. The Voiz 
nuclei, which as you are aware, are, or 
are reputed to be, the most reliable, i. e„ 
those in which thtey swear by Stalin lit 
every other phrase. But here is quite a 
novel fact, very symptomatic in the pre- 
sent atmosphere. In tile nucleus of the 
Klectro-Teelmicul Institute, during a dls- ( 
cussion over the foodstuffs-situation, one, 
of the petty apparatus retainers made 
an attempt at an exposition to the effect 
I hat "the situation was improving". Then 
and there one of the students threw in 
reply, "You, like Stalin, can see noth- 
ing." This insolent reply was taken up 
by tiie assembly with open sympathy, 
despite the presence of the members of 
the nut-Sous bureau, who pretended to b» 
absent. The winged phrase, "You like 
Stalin, can see nothing", at once began 
to circulate about the town. 

The forms of declination from Stalin 
take on a passive and temporizing char- 
acter. The average functionary adapts 
himself to the party mass in the sense 
that he denies Stalin the manifestations 
of enthusiasm. Many episodes on thU 
subject are circulating. Each one In it- 
aelf Is not very Important, but taken 
together they fill in the picture. I Wft* 
personally a witness to one of these In- 
cidents. On February 23, Stalin attend- 
ed the Bolshoy Theater. Such visits are, 
of course, always prepared for, not only 
from the point of view of security (which 
is self-evident) but also as regards the 
proper "reception". In recent years the 
plaudits of the elacquc invariably called 
forth the support of a considerabe num- 
ber ot the theater-bureaucrats. On Feb- 
ruary 23 Stalin's appearance was met, 
befoit! my own eyes, with an icy silence. 
Kvidentiy the clacyue itself, fearful of 
fulling through, did not give the signal 
for the plaudits. However, what is more 
significant, is what taktes place in this 
sphere at aU kinds of subordinate meet- 
ings, at festivals, conferences, etc. At 
elections of honorary presidiums, or in 
sending of collective greetings Stalin's 
name appears obviously first. But while 
two years ago the pronouncement of this 
name was met with applause (the more 
violent, it is true, the more select, 1. e., 
the more official the character of the 
assembly) now on the contrary the roll 
call headed by Stalin's name calls forth 
no "enthusiasm". 

The reason for this is to be found in 
the entire situation and in the hitter ex- 
perience. At present wide circles in the 
party and in the Soviets are becoming 
more and more convinced that what ob- 
tains "is a great master on little things". 
Of course, even three years ago those 
Communists who at least could put two 
and two together took stock quite clearly 
of the fact that after he had consum- 
mated the organizational struggle against 
the Left Opposition, Stalin then grabbed 
its platform as life-saving anchor. But 
even this was not debited against him. 
"Sly-boots" — that was the honorary epi- 
thet bestowed upon Stalin by the func- 
tionary, and it was often repeated after 
the functionary by the workJer, 

Among the academic youth, the auth- 
ority of Stalin as a "theoretician" has 
fallen greatly. Everyone knows how long 
and with what persistence he strove to 
assure his theoretical reputation. Vari- 
ous flunkeys, like Milonov, the former 
theoretician of the Workers' Opposition, 
have inscribed, it is true, Stalin among 
the "Marxian Classics" just as Schver- 
nik enrolled him among the geniuses. 
But amidst our students and our Red 
professors, notwithstanding how this 
audience has been depraved by the Stal- 
inist regime, there are still to he found 
not a few honest and clear 1 young minds, 
and, in the last analysis, it is they who 
determine the unoiticlal public opinion of 
the proletarian students, and the cream 
of the working class in general. Stalin's 
far-famed report in the Society of Agro- 
nomists has cost him dearly. Trotsky's 
criticism has reached few directly, but 
indirectly, through intermediaries, It has 
penetrated into rather wide circles. But, 
indeed, we ourselves, "have grown beards 
too." There is no lack of people among 
us who are well acquainted with the 
Marxian system. No matter how the 
scandalous Stalinist report was adver- 
tised in the press, (Pravda even cele- 
brated in its time the anniversary of the 
world-historical report) the results ob- 
tained were the opposite: the more solid 
academicians in the apparatus refer to 
the report with restrained but significant 
smiles : within the circles of the most 
advanced youth, it has become the source 
of numerous jokes and anecdotes. 

STALIN'S DISCBEET 
SILENCE 

But even Stalin's purely political re- 
putation has suffered exceedingly during 
the last year. At the XVII party confer- 
ence Stalin did not utter a word. His 
silence produced a tremendous effect, and 
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thereto a fatal one. In the party, this 
conference was awaited not without agi- 
tation. None, of course, presupposed that 
ttie assembly of functionaries could 
change or revive anything. But aH were 
convinced, that at the conference, the 
Jong-silent leader of the party, would 
speak out his thoughts on the contem- 
porary situation. In the course of the 
winter, I happened more than once to 
listen in Moscow, as well as in a pro- 
vincial industrial town, where I chanced 
to pass a few weeks, to discussions on 
the theme as to what Stalin thinks of 
the situation in Germany, of the world- 
wide crisis, and of the international 
position of the Soviet Union. "Why does 
he keep mum?" many asked each other. 
"Now is time that he should speak out 
in Ilyitch's manner" ... To this the 
more solid interlocuter would ordinarily 
reply, "J'ust bide your time, he'll come 
out with it yet ; why, the party confer- 
ence takes place in a few weeks." Thus | 
within the party and around it a firmi 
conviction became established that Stalin' 
was keeping a tight upper lip, in order 
to speak out all at once at the party i 
conference. The greater was the dls-' 
enchantment that awaited the party. Af- 
ter each session, the delegates and visit- 
ors were pestered by the query : And 
how about Stalin? — Nothing,— so far . . . 
How come? Don't know, perhaps he'll 
speak out yet . . . the delegates replied 
more and more wearily. Toward the 
close of the conference, the delegates 
themselves began to beeome upset and 
began respectfully insisting that "the 
big-chief" make himself heard. But 
Stalin refused point blank. This really 
was yuite a shock to many. A few be- 
gan to speak out. In their circles of 
course, "Why doesn't he say anything? 
Because he has nothing to say." It is 
in such an atmosphere that the words 
of- the student, "You like Stalin, can see 
nothing" grew their wings with greatest 
facility. 

Those more "Informed'' in the average 
bureaucratic circles spoke a great deal 
with significance after the conference, 
"Stalin kept quiet because there Is a div- 
ergence of opinion on top both as re- 
gards the spheres ot domestic and foreign 
policies." The Japanese provocations' 
shook up the party and the working class. 
Some decisive steps on the part of the 
Soviet government were awaited, but at 
the same time there was douht abroad 
lest a provocation be instigated. All 
awaited and sought for courses to take. 
But no instructions were forthcoming. 
I personally heard in the course of a 
single day in several places the jocular, 
phrase, "We must ask L. D. to rush in- 
structions post-haste." Such ironical 
formulas circulate very rapidly around 
Moscow, sometimes from above down, at 
other times upward from below. In a 
certain sense the course was outlined and 
received. The 25-26 number of the Bul- 
letin with the article, "Germany — the 
Key to the International Situation" un- 
doubtedly produced a restraining effect 
upon the bureaucracy. References to 
this article penetrated' into the party 
from different sides. If above, on the 
question of the Far-East policies there 
were rcaEy disagreements, then they 
were solved obviously to the effect not 
to fall Into Far-Eastern provocation. We 
consider this to be entirely correct 

Another disagreement among the heads 
touched evidently the question of restor- 
ing the domestic market. Molotov, it 
would seem, was against it, However, 
one must add that the upper crust of 
the party now is such a closed corpora- 
tion as to almost prevent any penetra- 
tion of information regarding its Inner 
life into the layers beneath. And thereto 
the inner fights take plaee not in official 
institutions such as the Politbureau, the 
C. E. C. etc., but within the fouf walls 
of the general secretariat, in the Inner- 
most re*sses of the inner circle. 

THE NEED FOB THE 
BULLETIN 

Could we receive at present in the 
Union a few hundred copies of each num- 
er of the Bulletin, the situation in the 
party would take on another 1 aspect. The 
need of the critical elucidation of the 
situation and of perspectives which was 
submerged in the period of "dizziness" 
successes, has now reasserted itself and 
has taken on the character ot a thirst. 
But the Bulletin arrives in isolated and 
accidental copies. The bureaucratic 
tops, of course, read it. But the aver- 
age party member gets a chance at a 
Bulletin only abroad. Seldom does any- 
one decide to venture bringing in a new 
numbcf in his pocket, for on this topic, 
as it is relayed to us, there have been 
considerable un pleasantries even in the 
midst of highest dignitaries. But noth- 
ing, of course, can interfere with those 
returning from abroad of transporting 
the Bulletin in their heads. From them 
the ideas of the Bulletin circulate into 
much wider circles. In addition there- 
to, the official press deems it neeessary 
on all important problems to produce the 
slogan against "the counter-revolutionary 
Trotskyism". In Pravda. and in the Bol- 
shevik, In the Leningrad Pravda* In the 
provincial papers, in the Literary Gaz- 
ette, etc. one can always run across a 
citation from the Buletin or a rehash of 
one or another article. The Opposition- 
ists from this point of view, open a new 
number of the paper or cut the pages of 
new Issue of a magazine with the thought 
uppermost, perhaps there is something 
about us there? The extracts, It is true, 
are almost always twisted around, the 
ideas are lied about, but after all these 
years we have learned a great deal, and 
among other things, how to re;-l be- 
tween the lines. In nine cases out of 
ten we unmistabably guess how you ae- 



The letter which we publish here 
may be considered as entirely authora- 
tative being written by a well-inform- 
ed comrade in Moscow who is in a 
position to know what is taking place. 
The present issue of the Militant con- 
tains the conclusion of the letter 
and makes it possible for our readers 
to be oriented more Intimately on such 
questions as the status of the collecti- 
vization movement, the internal party 
situation, etc. 



tually have posed the question in the 
Bulletin. 

Despite the unremitting organization- 
al raids, the Left Opposition iives. Op- 
positionist units and groups are dissem- 
inated everywhere, and in many places 
considerable Oppositionist nests are un- 
covered. There was hardly ever in this 
world at any time or anywhere such 
difficulty for a genuine Marxist trend to 
carry on its work, in the technical sense, 
as thete is for >us at present In the So- 
viet Union. This is one of those vicious 
jokes of history, on which the most ex- 
pert dialectician can break his teeth. The 
more respectable part of the captulators 
motivates its capitulation precisely In 
this manner, "It is anyway Impossible 
to carry on any illegal activities; at any 
rate, it is better to serve as an honest 
functionary of the workers' state." But 
it appears that the Oppositionist idea 
finds its channels. As regards this 
sphere, I, of course, am compelled to be 
exceedingly careful. I shal enumerate 
therefore only such facts as have already 
received a certain publicity, or to put it 
more exactly, which have reached the 
ears of the rulers. 
THE OPPOSITION IN 
THE FACTORIES 

In the factory "AMO", during the com- 
plications mentioned above, placards ap- 
peared inscribed, "Hands off the Working 
Wage" and a portrait of comrade Trot- 
sky was bung up. The portrait was re- 
moved by the administration. The Im- 
port of this fact does not require com- 
mentaries. It is to the point to add 
that the factory "AMO" was not bo 
long ago renamed after Stalin, but here 
too there Is no crorespondenee between 
the official name and the actual content. 
In another factory, the name of which I 
prefer not to mentiuo, a portrait of 
Lenin was hung up, bait drawn so that 
when approached from the Sides it turn- 
ed into a portrait of Trotsky. 

The authority of those Oppositionists 
who neither bent nor broke is terri- 
fically great with the party mass, and 
among the number there are apparatus 
retainers also. "Now, there are men!" 
say even the antagonists. Others ex- 
press themselves even more directly, 
"[Real Bolsheviks !" Individuals Ilka 
liadek evoke a genuine contempt, even 
within the bureaucracy. Recently, N. I. 
Muralov arrived in Moscow, on personal 
business, with the special permisson of 
the authorities. It is possible that this 
trip was permitted in order to test his 
staunchness. One or two of the more 
respectable cap! bula tors were sicked 
onto Nikolai 'Ivanovitch. He replied, "If 
you are all set to talk me over, there Is 
no point to our meeting." This phrase 
immediately made the rounds of Moscow 
and called forth nothing save praise, 
"Atta boy, Murfelich!" There were no 



interviews held. Muralov departed back 
to Siberia. 

In the beginning of March a search 
was made in the house of V. U. Kaspar- 
ovs and her son; it seems that something 
or other that was "compromising" was 
found in the son's possession. Was it 
Lenin's testament perhaps? Or perhaps 
a copy of that letter written on hi* 
deathbed in which Lenin severed all 
comradely^ relations? Not a (ew "com- 
promising" documents were left behind 
by Lenin. But whom do they compro- 
mise? K. K Gruensteiu and his wife 
were also searched. They are in Sara- 
tov. Stalin will not allow the old, irre- 
proachable revolutionist Bolsheviks like 
Kaspaiova and the Gruensteiu couple, 
etc., to draw a carefree breath precisely 
because he knows how great their auth- 
ority is, and what respect their names 
bear. 

It is good that such "old-timers" re- 
main who were not rendered impotent 
and drained by three revolutions, decades 
of struggle, years in prison and hard 
labor, and who did not succumb to the 
bureaucratic milieu. But still the most 1 
consoling fact is the new recruitment of 
the Oppositionist youth. In Sverdlovsk 
recently was discovered an organization 
of 75 members, of them eight are already 
in isolation. Sverdlovsk is not an excep- 
tion. The arrests are almost unceasing, 
and serve as a gauge of the influx of 
new forces to us. In the places of exile 
are growing up ever newer and newer 
colonies of Bolshevik- Leninists. 

RUMORS ABOUT 
RAKOVSKY 

A few days, a rumor suddenly spread 
in Moscow about Rakovsky's death and 
it produced a fearful impression, actu- 
ally, oppressive. Is Hakovsky really 
dead? People asked one another with a 
kind of horror. It's impossible! In these 
words was expressed the thought that it 
cannot be that the crime committed by 
Stalin in relation to Kakovsky has be- 
come irreparable. Happily, the rumor 
was shortly proven 'unfounded. It is re- 
markable that three months ago the same 
kind of rumor was spread about L. S. 
Sosuovsky and produced approximately 
the same impression. The memory of Sos- 
uovsky amidst the workers of Leningrad, 
Moscow and the Urals Is very fresh and 
strong. It was a puzzle to me — whence 
do these rumors originate? I am of the 
opinion that they are born of the pro- 
found disquietude, the acute alarm of 
the wide circles of the party for the fate 
ot their honored and loved comrades, 
incidentally, the last bulletin we have re- 
ceived from Barnaul is to the effect that 
both Christian Georgievitch and Alexan- 
dra Georgievna (Bakovsky's wife) suffer 
from heart fatigue, a great deal but de- 
spite the onerousness of their daily lives 
and their existence as recluses, their 
mood is cheerful and optimistic. 

The report of Byazanov's death, t hi* 
time, unfortunately, was true. It shocked 
all his friends greatly, and they are not 
a few throughout the land. He was one 
of the firmest, purest and immutable of 
men, despite his grave Illness. Aa a 
Marxian a^d an agronopiifct, he very 
attentively followed all the processes in 
rural economy and the collective farms 
in particular. >We shall miss very much 
indeed his Judgments that were so serious 
and so well grounded both in theory and 
experience. So it Is that life flows on, 
bringing us sorrow and happiness, we re- 
main and some comrades are lost to ua, 
and others, new and young, step forward 
and join hands. 
Moscow. — m. M. 



Organizing the Jobless 

The Need for Change of Course in the Official Party Policy- 
workers who have serious concern for First o£ al!) tn(! purty must g i ve up 
the interests of their class cannot avoid the idt , a of a separate unemployment 
[losing the timely question of what is to movement narrowed by artificial limita- 
become of the unemployment movement. tIori;j wnieh dema nd that the party Iead- 
Wlth our advance toward the fourth el . sni p . lm! control be accepted in ad- 
crisis winter it naturally enters with so^ vance. 
much more presistency, pressing for a' 
solution. No actual relief measures have 



as yet been obtained. The numbers of 
the unemployed army are mounting high- 
er but the emergence of a serious move- 
ment is still lagging. 

Will anybody question the fact that 
such a movement, to have real meaning, 
should bring into its sphere of activity 
the trade unions, the various existing un- 
employment organisations and the work- 
ing class political parties. Or, to put it 
more bluntly, the problem is to secure 
the necessary unity of action of all of 
these working class sections to light for 
actual relief measures and to advance the 
movement to a higher plane. This does 
not at all leave out of account the sharp 
differences of aims and . objectives. Of 
course, these fundamentally opposing 
differences remain. There can be no 
common ground between the alms and 
objectives of revolution and those of 
retorm. Nor can there be any commun- 
ity of interests whatever between the 
revolutionary party and the reactionary 
capitalist lieutenants now In control of 
the trade union official positions. Never- 
theless the united action of the workers 
from all of these organizations remains 
the imperative need when obtaining 'un- 
employment relief is to be seriously con- 
templated. 

* The Various Relief Programs 

In surveying these various organiza- 
tions it Is apparent that the pressure of 
working class need exerts itself every- 
where. Hence there is a good deal of 
Identity in the programs of immediate 
demands. While the objectives differ 
sharply the immediate needs stand out 
clearly. The various organizations de- 
mand immediate governmental- relief. 
They demand unemployment insurance 
and the shorter workday. Reformists 
make these demands to obtain reforms 
within capitalism and to cater to the 
working class support, though when the 
support Is obtained, they will without 
scruples betray their own reforms. The 
revolutionists advance the demands for 
the working class needs to obtain them 
and to advance the struggle toward its 
revolutionary conclusion. 

Even the American Federation of La- 
bor, under pressure of these needs, is 
now compelled to somewhat change its 
front. The Executive Council at its re- 
cent meeting, In the swell resort of 
Atlantic City, instructed the meek Bap- 
tist, Wm. Green, to draw up a program 
for unemployment insurance. This rein- 
forces the foundation upon which the 
revolutionists must put these organiza- 
tions, including their leaderships, to the 
actual test. It Increases the opportun- 
ity for the revolutionary party to forge 
ahead, initiating a mass movement. 

If the party fails to do this it will 
be on the penalty of the reformist for'ces 
assuming uncontested leadership of the 
unemployment movement which will then 
develop without it and in spite of It. 
It is therefore necessary that the party 
without delay change its course in this 
respect. 
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"WHAT NEXT" OFF THE PRE3S! 

Well, we've done it. What Next? is off 
the press. And at reduced prices. When 
the sews of the military dictatorship In 
Prussia reached us we sat down and 
went over our figures carefully to see 
whether we could not reduce the price 
and thereby make possible a quicker and 
wider sale. The result is the price an- 
nounced In our ad. 

■What is required now is the collective 
efforts of all our comrades, sympathizers 
and friends to sell the book. It should be 
easy to sell this book: it is extremely 
timely ; it is priced low ; it is the only 
Communist publication in this country 
on the present situation in Germany ; It 
is written by comrade Trotsky whose 
wond is eagerly and attentively read by 
the workers who have not been con- 
vinced and never will be convinced that 
he is a counter revolutionist. And on 
top of all this the book is offered freb 
as a premium with a sub to the Militant. 

Judging from the increase in sales of 
Germany — The Key to the International 
Situation since the latest developments 
in Germany the new book could go very 
fast. The thing to do Is to hustle around 
and sell it. 
WHITHER ENGLAND? 

Since our announcement last week ot 
the arrival from England 'of Whither 
England? by comrade Trotsky we have 
received orders for a few. We want to 
remind our readers that our supply is 
limited (we received only thirty) and 
comrades who want a copy should order 
it at once. 

GERMANS— THE KEY TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL SITAUTION, 
IN GREEK AND SPANISH 

We have been reminded by our Greek 
and Spanish comrades that In our an- 
nouncement of comrade Trotsky's writ- 
ings in foreign languages we omitted 
mention of the fact that The Key can be 
had In these languages. 

In Russian we still have a number of 
copies of What Nfcxt? In Jewish we have 
a supply of comrade Trotsky's open let- 
ter to the C. E. C. of the U. S. S. R. on 
the subject of the deprivation of his 
citizenship. In Italian we have a num- 
ber of copies of the Spanish Revolution 
In Danger. In Spanish we have the fol- 
lowing titles by L. Trotsky : The Spanish 



Revolution in Danger ; The Last Peppery 
Dish of the Cook, Stalin; Xhe Five Year 
Plan; The Spanish Revolution; by An- 
dres Nin— The Proletariat and (he Span- 
ish Revolution; What Are Soviets?; The 
January General Strike and Its Lessons; 
by Henri Lacroix— What Is Trade Union 



Unity?; What Are Shop Committees?; by 
L. Fersen — What Is Trotskyism?; by Es. 
teban Bilbao — Communist Unity; by Luis 
Garcia Palacios — Communism and the 
Agrarian Revolution. All of these pam- 
phlets sell at two for five cents. 



PROBLEMS OF 
THE CHINESE 
REVOLUTION 

BY LEON TROTSKY 



These 4G0 pages of analysis and record 
of the revolution and counter-revolution 
in China since 1925, offer the first in- 
tegral Marxian presentation of one of 
the greatest movements in modern times. 
The views of the Left Opposition are 
give here fnor the first time in system- 
atic, elaborated form, side-by-slde with a 
stinging criticism of the catastrophic 
course pursued by Stalin and Bucharin. 
The suppressed writings of Trotsky are 
found here for the first time in English, 
together with appendices by Zinovlev, 
Vuyovitch, Nassunov and others. 
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Secondly, it should utilize its present 
position of leadership in the Unemploy- 
ment Counciis to buiid a much broader 
unemployment movement. It should offi- 
cially and genuinely propose to the trade 
unions, to the workers' unemployment 
organizations of the various groupings 
and to the Socialist party to join the uni- 
fied front for unemployment relief. It 
should particularly appeal to the workers 
of all these organizations that they put 
their leaders to the test by demanding 
that their organizations join the united 
front fighting for the needs of the unem- 
ployed. 

Thirdly, the party must maintain its 
independent position, patiently explain- 
ing its objectives to the workers, making 
Its tactics of the united. front clear and 
constantly criticizing the reformist forces 
in the united front. The party has the 
duty of clarifying its revolutionary ob- 
jectives by pushing the actual struggle 
for relief measures and demonstrating 
in practical experience that .they can be 
only temporary measures, that the unem- 
ployment situation can find its final solu- 
tion only through the proletarian revolu- 
tion. 

In the Leninist party these elementary 
requirements used to be accepted as the 
ABCol the movement. The fact that 
they have been forgotten, emasculated 
and pushed aside to give way to false 
policies makes necessary that they be 
re-stated again and again -until accepted 
in practice. Mere lip service will not 
suffice, it is the actual practise which 
counts and it is the future life of the 
movement which is at stake. 

We could well conceive of » structure 
for the movement 4n which the workers, 
employed and unemployed alike, are or- 
ganized in the city block councils and 
centralized on a territorial or city wide 
basis into delegated bodies where the 
trade unions and other workers' organi- 
sations will send their representatives. 

On the Program of Demands 

Naturally the program of immediate 
demands for a genuine united front 
movement will first of all reflect the 
pressing needs of the present situation. 
But it is of the utmost importance that 
it be so construed as to take into account 
the identity of interests of the working 
class as a whole and not only its separ- 
ate sections. It must particularly har- 
monize the needs and the objects of both 
employed and unemployed workers and 
unite them into one common stream. Vi 
must recogni/.c the lntertiatioua.1 aspect of 
the unemployment problem in such a 
way that it will strengthen the interna- 
tional class solidarity and help to break 
down the artifically erected national bar- 
riers. It must give articulate expression 
to the community of interests of the 
workers of the Soviet Itepublic and ol 
the capitalist countries. That is why 
the Left Opposition has long since ad- 
vanced the slogan of long-term credit* 
to the Soviet Union. This has been re- 
jected by the Stalinist leadership. But 
the continued failure to adopt this time- 
ly and correct slogan may easily play 
into the hands of reformist demagogues 
who may grasp it as an opportunity 
purely and simply to extend the capital- 
ist market and endeavor to take It out 
of the realms of a working class Issue. 

In all of this, it Is necesary to em- 
phasize again the importance of the de- 
mand for the Six Hour Workday With- 
out Reduction of Pay. There could be 
no objections to its timeliness. More- 
over, with the advance of the crisis and 
the permanency of unemployment, a seri- 
ous movement for its attainment could 
above all draw into its orbit and unite 
In action the employed and the unem- 
ployed workers. This demand would 
beeome a potent weapon of the united 
front. It does not in the least, however, 
obviate nor conflict with the other de- 
mands. For example, unemployment In- 
surance still remains as necessary and 
as pressing as ever. And suffice to add 
only the fact of the growing misery and 
destitution bringing to the flore more 
sharply the need for immediate govern- 
mental relief. 

The Party's Duty Is Clear 

Illusions held of help coming from 
other sources outside of what the move- 
ment itself, by its pressure, can obtain, 
should soon be completely dispelled. The 
force of necessity will more positively 
propel the American working class into 
motion. The logic of coming develop- 
ments will emphasize its community of 
interests and give it expression in the 
unemployment movement. From this 
point or view the position of the party 
assumes ever more importance which its 
leadership must not dare to fritter away. 

Its duty should be clear. It is from 
the elementary needs and objectives that 
It must take its starting point. The 
genuine united front offers such a real 
starting point. It is a necessary pre- 
requisite for the working class today 
without which it cannot hope to unify 
its forces for the greater revolutionary 
tasks. It is a necessary prerequisite for 
putting the misleaders of labor to the 
test and of finally separating them from 
their control and influence over large 
sections of the working class. It Is the 
starting point to prevent their designs 
of sell-out and betrayals and to advance 
the class struggle to a higher level. The 
Left Opposition will fight with the party 
for these objectives. 

— ARNE SWABECK. 
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Lenin and the War Danger 

Instructions to the Hague Anti-War Conference Delegation 



On the question of combating the dan- 
ger of war in connection with the Hague 
Conference. I think that the gieatest 
difficulty is to overcome the preconceived 
Idea that this question is quite simple, 
clear and comparatively easy to solve. 
"Our reply to war will be a strike or a 
revolution, "say the reformist leaders 
when addressing the working class. And 
very often the apparent radicalism of 
this statement satisfies and appeases the 
workers and peasants. 

Perhaps the most correct approach to 
thia problem would be to begin with a 
sharp refutation of all such opinions; to 
declare that especially now, after the re- 
cent war, only the most hopelessly stupid 
or confirmed hypocrites can believe that 
such an answer" to the question of the 
struggle aginst wur would have the 
slightest effect anywhere; to declare that 
it is impossible to "answer" war with 
a revolution, in the simplest and most 
literal meaning of the term. 

It is necessary to explain the circum- 
stances and the secrecy in which war Is 
hatched and the helplessness of the or- 
dinary workers' organizations, even 
though they may call themselves revolu- 
tionary, in the face of the actual ap- 
proach of war. 

It is necessary to explain concretely 
over and over again Just what happen- 
ed during the last war, and why it could 
not have happened otherwise than It did. 
"Defense of Fatherland" 
Particularly is it necessary to explain 
the circu instance that the "defense of 
the fatherland" becomes the inevitable 
question which the great majority of the 
workers will inevitably answer to the ad- 
vantage of the bourgeoisie. 

Therefore, the elucidation of the ques- 
tion of "the defense of the fat her land" 
In the first place, in the second place 
the explanation in this connection of the 
question of "defeatism", and finally, the 
explanation of the only possible means of 
struggle against war, namely, the forma- 
tion and conservation of an illegal or- 
ganization of all revolutionists partici- 
pating in war — for a prolonged work 
against war, all these things must be 
brought to the front. 

The "boycott of wan"— Is a stupid 
phrase. The Communists must be ready 
to enter any reactionary war. 

It la desirable, through, let us say, 
examples of German literature before the 
war, and In particular, through the ex- 
amples of the Basle Congress of 1912 
to point out very concretely that mere 
theoretical recognition of the fact that 
war is a crime, that war Is not per 
misslble for socialists, etc., means noth- 
ing, that these prove to be empty phrases 
because there is nothing concrete in such 
a presentation of the question. We give 
to the masses no really vital presentation 
of the question as to how war may break 
out and does break out. On the contrary, 
the press of the dominating class ob- 
scures the issues by spreading lies about 
it In vast numbers of copies against which 
the weak socialist press is entirely pow- 
erless, the more so, that in the time of 
peace they maintain a radically wrong 
attitude toward this very question. The 
Communist press in the majority of coun- 
tries also disgraces itself. 

I think that our delegates at the Inter- 
national conference of co-ope raters and 
trade unionists should divide these ques. 
tlons among themselves and examine all 
those sophisms with which it has at- 
tempted to justify war at the present 
time, In the most careful detail. 

It may be that the most effective means 
of attracting the masses to warfare are 
just these sophisms with which the 
bourgeois press operates on them, and 
the most important circumstance explain- 
ing our own powerlessness against war 
qonsists in the fact that we either have 
not examined these sophisms beforehand, 
or that we ourselves have spent our 
energy getting off cheap, boastful and 
empty phrases to the effect that we will 
not allow war, that we fully understand 
tae criminality of war, etc., in the spirit 
of the Basle manifesto of 1912. 
Task at Congress 
It seems to me that if we will have a 
few people who are able to make speech. 
es against war in various languages at 
the Hague Conference, then oui most im- 
portant job will be to refu'e the idea 
that those participating in the conference 
are real opponents of war, that they 
understand how war may and can burst 
upon them at the most unexpected mo- 
ment, that they have the least compre- 
hension of the means of combating war, 
or that they are in any way capable of 
undertaking an Intelligent and effective 
course in combating war. 

In connection with the recent experi- 
ence of the war we must clear up that 
great mass of theoretical and practical 
questions which arose the day after the 
declaration of war, and which made it 
impossible for the great majority of those 
summoned to apply themselves to these 
problems with clarity of judgment and 
without prejudice. 

I think that the elucidation of this 
question demands exceptionally detailed 
consideration, and from two angles: 

In the first place, relating and analyz- 
ing what happened during the recent 
war and declaring to all those present 
that they do not know or that, they pre- 
tend to know It, and at the same time 
shut tthelr eyes to the very core of the 
question without the knowledge of which 
there can be no talk of any straggle 
against war. On this point I think, we 
must examine all the points of view, all 
the shades of opinion which arose at 
that time among the Russian socialists in 
regard to the war. It must be pointed 
out that these viewpoints arose not by 
Chance, but were generated in the very 



nature of war. It must be proved that 
without an analysis of these opinions, 
and without an explanation of the inevit- 
ability of their arising and of decisive 
important in any consideration of the 
question of the struggle against war, 
there can be no discussion of preparation 
for war or even of any Intelligent atti- 
tude towards It. 

In the second place — we must take ex- 
amples from conflicts now going on even 
though they may be of the most insigni- 
ficant nature, and point out from these 
examples how war may break out any day 
from the sport of England and France 
over some details of the treaty with 
Turkey, or between America and Japan 
over some nonsensical disagreement on 
some question about the Pacific Ocean, or 
between any of the great powers over 
some colonial quarrel or from some dis- 
pute over their customs or general trade 
policy, etc., etc.. It seems to me, that if 
there is the slightest doubt as regards 
the possibility of completing an entire 



portent languages who will devote their; 
time to conversations with the delegates I 
clearing up just how far they have un- 
derstood the basic arguments and, in so 
far as there is any necessity, in bring- 
ing up other arguments or in pointing out 
the necessary examples. 

It may be that in certain questions only 
actual examples drawn from the last war 
will have any serious effect. It may be 
that in certain other questions only the 
explanation of the present conflicts be- 
tween the governments and their 1 connec- 
tion with a possible armed conflict will 
carry any weight. 



«The Foundations of Socialism* 



by LEON 
TROTSKY 



Errors of Communists 

On the question of the struggle against 
war, I am reminded that there are a 
whole series of declarations by our Com- 
munist deputies, both in Parliament and 
in speeches outside of Parliament, which 
contain the most amazingly mistaken and 
superficial ideas on the sujeet. I think 
that we must take a decisive and relent- 
less stand against all declarations of 
this nature, especially if they have been 
made after the war, mentioning the name 
of every such orator. You may soften 
alt you like, when it is necessary, your 
denunciation of such an orator, hut It is 
impossible to pass by a single such in- 
stance in silence, because a light-minded 
attitude toward this question is so mts- 
speech against war at the Hague, then ' chievous that it permeates everything 
it is necessary to invent a whole series else, and must on no- account be treated 
of clever devices in order to include at with indulgence. 

least the most important things in the] There have been a succession of un- 
speech and then to print in brochure form pardonably stupid and hare-brained de- 
what has not been included in the speech. ' cisions of workers' congresses. We must 
We must be prepared for being cut short gather at once all the material on this 
by the president. ■ question and consider in the greatest de- 

I think that for this purpose there' tal1 eTer y P art and P artic, e of this mater- 
must be invited to join the delegation ! iai - and Prepare our "strategy" for the 
not only capable orators pledged to make congress. 

speeches, setting forth the entire easel Not oa ^ will no mistakes be permissi- 
against war, that is, developing all the ote ' but we slla11 refuse to tolerate any 
important arguments and all the neces- ' substantial defects in the handling of 
sary conditions for the struggle against j question, 

war— but in addition there must be peo- December 4, 1922. 
pie speaking all three of the most im- 1 



The German liberal newspaper Berlin- 
er Tageblatt, dedicated a special number. 
In May, to the economic construction in 
U. S. S. B. The political article was 
written by Radek. To the question as 
to which direction the development of the 
Union is taking, ltadek answers as fol- 
lows, "In the fourteen years, which sep- 
arate us from the October revolution, in 
Hussfa have been created the founda- 
tions of socialism. In monstrous strug- 
gles, in unceasing labor, a new society 
is being born." In such a general form 
these words, of course, can evoke no ob- 
jections, particularly since they are pub- 
lished in the columns of a bourgeois pa- 
per. But Radek does not confine him- 
self to this. Spurred on by an insati- 
able need to prove the sincerity of his 
repentance, he goes on to write, "This 
situation la denied not only by outright 
enemies of the Soviet Union, but it is 



the honored readers of Berlinger Tage. 
Itkatt- about it. Unfortunately, however, 
the proletarian overturn and the expro- 
priation of the possessing classes took 
place as early as 1917-1018. And In the 
meantime the entry into socialism was 
made public In 1930-1931. We were ad- 
vised about it not on the basis of the 
exprapriation of the expropriators (we 
knew about this fact even formerly) but 
on the basis of the 100 percent collect!, 
viz at ton, and the elimination of the kulak 
as a class. Why then, does Radek sur- 
render without a blow the first line of 
trenches, "the Stalin line"? Why, while 
so bravely assuming military activities 
against Trotsky, does he immediately re- 
treat far, far to the rear, and intrench 
himself in the line of 1018 that is threat- 
ened by nobody? 

There is no gainsaying it, in the first 
years after the October overturn, all of 



also impugned by Leon Trotsky; as he us said tens and hundreds of times, "the 
puts it, at such a time when in Russia- foundation of socialist construction is 
there! s a scarcity of milk, lie who talks' laid with us." And that was correct. 



—LENIN. 



The Stalinists and Barbusse 



The invaluable document from the pen 
of Lenin which we publish above is the 
most timely contribution of the day to 
the movement for the struggle against 
war. When It was first made public 
several years ago, shortly after the death 
of Lenin, it was just characterized as a 
historical document which constituted one 
of Lenin's last and most mature words 
to the party. Its timeliness Is emphas- 
ized particularly by the confusion which 
prevails at the present moment in the 
ranks of the revolutionary movement in 
connection with the anti-war fight. The 
grossest example of this confusion is the 
socallcd "Congress Against 'War" which 
has been called by an international com- 
mittee of petty-bourgeois pacifists and 
liberals, together with unofficial repre- 
sentatives of the Communist Internation- 
al, to be held in Geneva on August 28. 

The C. I. and Barbusse 
The collusion of the Stalinists in this 
venture — ludicrous at best and pernicious 
at worst— is beyond dispute to anyone 
with the slightest knowledge of the ap- 
partaus mechanism employed In similar 
affairs. The mere presence on the Bar- 
busse Committute of Sen Katayama, the 
Stalinist leader of Japanese Commun- 
ism and at least formerly a member of 
the Executive Committee of the Com- 
unist International, is already sufficient 
indication that the initiative and behind- 
the-scenes backing for the whole affair 
comes from the laboratories of Stalinism. 
In the United States, this admixture 
of Communism and petty bourgeois paci- 
fism — or more accurately, this disgrace- 
ful subordination of Communism to paci- 
fism — is represented by the socalled 
"Dreiser Committee", the American 
section of the Barbusse venture. It 
has called a conference in the Labor 
Temple for August 8 which is to elect 
delegates to the world congress at Gen- 
eva. 

In the New York Herald-Tribune of 
July 15, we read the announcement that 
"ihe purpose of the world congress, Mr. 
Cowley (the secretary of the Dreiser 
Committee) said yesterday, was not 
merely to arouse articulate opinion but 
to 'try to get some definite, practical, 
realistic methods of stopping the war 
which seems Imminent in the next year". 

The composition of the American Com- 
mittee is already sufficient for an un- 
derstanding of what is .understood by 
"definite, practical, realistic methods of 
stopping tlie war." On the Committee 
are to be found not merely confused 
Communist sympathizers like Dreiser" 
and Lamont, but ex-war patriots and re- 
formists like Upton Sinclair, out-and-out 
bourgeois reformers like Lillian D. Wald, 
of the Henry Street settlement; petty 
bourgeois liberals like Harry Elmer Bar- 
nes, Robert Lov^tt and Franz Boas, pine 
a number of s ars from the world of art 
and letters. What the vast majority of 
these people have in common with a 
straggle against Imperialist war, except 
to contribute a dose of erroneous ideas 
and confusion, is an enigma that must 
1 remain unsolved to all but those who 
understand the policy of the Stalinist 
faction. 

For the latter, the struggle against war 
is some special task disconnected from 
the general struggle of the proletariat 
against the bourgeoisie. With this 
treacherous approach to the problem, 
Stalin and Bucharln conceived the notor- 
ious Anglo-Russian Committee as thfe 
"organizing center of the struggle 
against war and imperialism" only to 
have it-fall with a crash that inflicted 
a series o£ deep wounds upon the Soviet 
Union and the Communist International. 
The hope that the petty bourgeois labor 
leaders like Purcell and Cook would 
conduct a "definite, practical, realistic" 
struggle against war, was shattered up- 
on the rocks of the class struggle. The 
similar hope entertained for the "world 



League against Imperialism", which h»» 
came a stamping ground for every dis- 
credited and discreditable political ad- 
venturer who need a momentary protec- 
tive coat of "revolutionary" coloration, 
suffered a like fate. By fostering the 
Barbusse adventure, the Comintern, is 
preparing another debacle this time per- 
haps more disastrous in veiw of the 
growing need for clarity and action in 
the struggle against war and reaction. 

Lenin's brilliant contribution to the 
subject of the struggle against the danger 
of war, in connection with the periodic 
conferences of pacifists and their allies, 
demands the widest popularization at the 
present moment. The Left Opposition, 
true to its duty, will carry on a fight 
for the victory of these revolutionary 
views even inside of the Barbusse Con- 
gress movement, both In Europe and tilt 
United States. That, our readers will 
take as a foregone conclusion, for the 
past of the Left Opposition Is an Index 
of Its stand in the present case. 

The question Is: WHAT POSITION 
WILL THK OFFICIAL PARTY TAKE? 
WILL IT SUPPORT THE VIEWS OF 
BARBUSSE OR THE VIEWS OF 
LENIN? 



aobut the creation of the fundament of 
socialism compromises socialism. This 
remark shows only", continues Radek, 
"that the author has lost those scales 
which formerly he was capable of apply- 
ing to evaluate historical events." Ra- 
dek, who renounced his own platform, 
is accusing others of losing their histor- 
ical scales ! However, of what should 
these consist? We quote the answer ver- 
batim, "Milk is the produce of cows, and 
not of socialism and in truth, one 
must really confuse socialism with the 
picture of that land where How rivers 
of milk in order not to comprehend that 
a country may rise to the highest stage 
developments without temporarily there- 
by raising materially the condition of the 
naf ional masses." 
WHAT IS THE MEANING 

OF "FOUNDATIONS'" 

For the moirfent let us put aside the 
clownish tone of the discussion. And let 
us try to extract from It the serious ker- 
nel. There is, first of all, in Radek's 
answer the theoretical subterfuge, to 
which, in truth, Stalin resorted more than 
once when he was pressed to the wall. 
The matter concerns the tiny word, "the 
fundament" of Socialism. The present 
leaders of the Soviet Union have officially 
proeaimed that the country "has entered 
into socialism.". This assertion we call- 
ed and continue to call criminal bureau- 
cratic charlatanism. ltadek keeps mum 
on the entry into socialism. Instead he 
advises us that in the Soviet Union there 
have been created the foundations or 
; the fundament of Socialism. One can 
agree with this or disagree, depending 
upon what one understands by "funda- 
ment". 

Radek does not leave ois without an 
answer on this point, "If we are con- 
vinced — says he — that 
of Socialism 

Russia, it is because our judgment rests, 
in the first place, upon the fact that 
the possessing classes have disappeared 
and that the means of production are con- 
centrated in the hands of the proletarian 
state." In this sense the fundament has 
been indubitably laid. But in such a 
formulation nhe subject of the dis- 
pute disappears altogether. Kadek re- 
duces Tiis proof to the fact that Russia 
has passed through the proletarian over, 
turn. There is no harm in reminding 



But this meant only that the political, 
and the legal property pre- requisites for 
the socialist transformation were created. 
And that is all! 

SOCIALIST FOUNDATION 
IN 1931 

If it were possible to speak in any 
manner seriously with Radek on serfous 
subjects, we would have made an attempt 
to explain to him that it is impossible, 
in li)32, in answer to the question whi- 
ther does the development of U. S. S. R. 
lead to refer to the political "fundament" 
of the socialist construction. The In- 
sufficiency of this reference alone was 
exposed for the first time on a major 
scale In 1921 when the question of the 
reciprocal relations with the peasantry 
was posed point blank. The creation of 
the economic jointure between the 4 city 
and the village was then proclaimed to 
be the creation of the genuine foundation 
of socialist construction. Of such nature 
was the basic task of the N. B. I\ The 
theoretical formula of the jointure is very 
simple: the nationalised industry must 
provide the peasantry with products in- 
dispensable to it, in such quantity, of 
such quality and at such prices as would 
entirely eliminate or reduce to a min- 
imum, in the reciprocal relations between 
the state and the basic mass of the pea- 
santry, the factor of estra-ecouomtc 
force, that is, the administrative seizure 
of peasant labor. The discussion con- 
cerns of course not the kulaks, in rela- 
tion to whom a special task is posed ; to 
limit their exploiting activities and not 
to allow them to turn into the dominant 
power in the village. The establishment 
of a reciprocal relationship of voluntary 
"barter" between industry and rural 
economy, between the city and village 
would impart an immutable firmness to 
the fundament, the political Interrelation beween the pro 
has already been laid in letarlat and the peasantry. To socialism. 

of course, in such a case, there would 
still remain a long and a difficult road. 
But on this fundament— on the funda- 
ment of a jointure between the city and 
the village acceptable to the moujik, the 
economic work could be confidently push- 
ed ahead, without rushing apace or drop- 
ping back, by maneuvering on the world 



socialism, but it would have been of use 
to nobody. It would sutiice. if the still 
isolated economy of the Soviet Union be- 
came one of the preparatory elements of 
the future international socialist society. 
He who talks aobut "the fundament of 
sootalism" in 1932 has no right to re- 
treat to the line of 1018, without even 
making an attempt to hold to the line 
of 1921; i. e., without giving an answer 
to the question : Did we summed, during 
the 12 years that elapsed since the in- 
troduction of the N. E. P. to realize the 
jointure, in the Leninist souse of the 
word? Did the 100 percent collectiviza- 
tion assure such reciprocal relations be- 
tween the city and the village as would 
reduce the extra-economic force, if nol 
to zero, then clearly approximately to it? 
In this is the whole question. And in 
this fundamental question one is still 
compelled to give a negative answer. The 
100 per cent collect ivii-.af Ion has come 
about not as the crowning and tlie 
fruition of an achieved jointure, but as 
an admini-trative screening of its abs- 
ence. To keep mum on this question, to 
circumvent It, to beat around Ihe bush 
with words, is to call the greatest dan- 
gers upon the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat . . . But of course, it is not from 
Radek that one should except an analy- 
sis of the problem of the jointure. 
LENIN ON 
RADEK 

From Radek one s an only expect jour- 
nalistic pirouettes. One cannot without 
some squeamish uess observe those capers, 
let me say in conclusion, that Radek 
cuts on the question of the substance of 
socialism in the pages of a liberal paper. 
Socialism is not the l»nd of rivet's of 
milk. Do not demand milk from social- 
ism. "Milk is the produce of cows." If 
one takes into consideration that pre- 
cisely around cows in the Soviet Union 
at present a battle Is occurring, which 
takes on at times tragic forms, then Ra- 
dek's grimaces become utterly unbear- 
able. One cannot but recall the merci- 
ess, reserved as it Is, evaluation which 
Lenin placed on Radek at the VII party 
Congress, at the time of the controversy 
over the Brest-Litovsk peace. In refer- 
ence to a remark of Radek that Lenin 
"conceded space in order to gain time", 
Lenin remarked, "I take notice of com- 
rade Radek, and I want to make note 
here that he has succeeded accidentally 
to say a serious thing. This time, It has 
so happened that comrade Radek has 
come out with an entirely serious state- 
ment." 

Lenin meant unequivocally to make 
clear that serious statements could em- 
anate from Radek only accidentally, and 
in the guise of the rarest exceptions. 
With the years, matters on this score 
have no whit improved. There is less 
hair outside, and more light mmdfcdness 
within. Stalin proclaimed, *}We have 
made entry into Socialism." Dont' boast 
prematurely, objected the Opposition, for 
the babes still lack milk. A jester takes 
the spotlight, and jingling his bells an- 
nounces that milk is the produce of cows 
and not of socialism. In Radek's tone, 
one might answer with the Russian p ra - 
yerb, "Bide a day, bide till you're gray, 
you can't get milk from a buck-goat." 



oTthJdeH 7 da , nc t wlth *• tempo Even a buck-goat grown bald is capable 
tLnJZ T V Tl th9 revoIution in ; on >y of Poncing, not more. That is 
would the road not have lead to national I tions on mom serious occasions. 



«WHAT NEXT?»-the Book of the Hour 



(Continued from page 1) 
their theoretical confusion — "social 
Fascism" ; their disastrous slogans — 
"For National and Social Emancipation 
of the German People", "People's Revolu- 
tion", "Down With Versailles" ; their 
self-discrediting actions — the support of 
the Fascist referendum in Prussia dur- 
ing July of last year ; their hapless policy 
of the "Red United Front under tha 
leadership of the Communist party" — 
all of which have kept the German Com- 
munists from measuring up to the tasks 
imposed by the needs and possibilities 
of the hour, from uniting the working 
class for a victorious struggle against 
Fascism — all these are traced through the 
zigzag course of the post-Leninist Com- 
intern to their roots, to the principle 
political character of the Stalin faction 
and its basic tenet : socialism in one 
country. The why and the wherefore 
of the Stalinist policies, their flesh and 
blood expression stands out as clear as 
daylight after a reading of What Next? 
These sharp and penetrating lenses of 
historical research and theoretical anal- 
ysis are all focussed on the present Ger- 
man scene: 

"The contradictions within German 
capitalism have at present reached such 
a state of tension that an explosion is 
inevitable. The adaptability of the so- 
cial democracy has reached that limit 
beyond which lies seir-annihilatlon. The 
mistakes of the Stalinist bureaucracy 
have reached that limit beyond which 
. lies catastrophe. Such is the threefold 
formula that characterize the situation 
In Germany. Everything is now poised 
on the razor edge of a knife." 

The Leninist Program Unfolded 
In this poignant, epigrammatic rhythm, 
the leader of the International Opposi- 
tion unfolds the Communist program for 
the German erisis in full. His criticism 
Is positive as well as negative. There 
is not a trace of pessimism in his words. 
Every line breathes an Inspiring, optim- 
ism. And If his negative crttciems have 
the effect of stinging needle points, his 
positive proposals react like hammer 
blows. We read : 

"... In voluntarily the questidn arises: 
Won't It be altogether too late? And 
each time one answers oneself: No! The 
armies that are drawn up for battle are 
too colossal that one need fear a simul- 
taneous settlement of the Issues at the 
speed of greased lightning. The strength 



of the German proletariat has not been 
drained. Its powers have not been 
brought Into play. The logic of facts 
will make itself heard more imperiously 
with every passing day." 

The propositions are put forward. The 
manner of correcting the mistakes of 
the Communist party leadership. The 
methods of establishing the united front 
of the entire German working class. The 
role of the Communists to leader- 
ship and control of the class. The 
ways of International revolutionary co- 
operation in the proletarian solution of 
the epoch-shaping social crisis in Ger- 
many. We have before us an outline of 
Communist action as precise, as concrete, 
as complete as a military campaign plan. 

What Nexty is the book of the hour. 
No other work on the German events 
exists, as informative as instructive, as 
thou ght -provoking as this masterpiece 
by Leon Trotsky. For the Communists 
everywhere it is an indispensable source 
of education and training, a guide to 
Deninist action. For the world at large, 
it is a clarion call to rally against the 
Inevitable relapse into barbarism that a 
prolongation of the capitalist system en- 
tails. It is the voice of historical truth 
speaking. — S. g. 
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Luzerne Hears Opposition 

A meeting of the Left Opposition was 
held in Luzerne, Penn., on Sunday July 
24, with over 40 miners present. The 
party and the Lovestoneites were well 
represented. The majority of the work- 
ers present were sympathizers and form- 
er members of the Communist party. 
Prior to the meeting the Stalinists In- 
formed the comrades that they would 
break nip the meeting. However, all the 
miners who attended wanted to hear 
what the Left Opposition had to say and 
prevented the carrying out of the threat. 

Hugo Oehler presented the position 
of the Left Opposition. The miners 
showed great interest in the program of 
the Left Opposition and the present sit- 
uation In Germany. The question and 
dicussion period, was sharp but very 
orderly. The Marxian teachings of the 
Left Opposition and comrade Trotsky 
are being planted in this mine region 
and return meetings are assured. 



With Germany on the edge of the volcano that threatens to erupt at 
any moment, Leon Trotsky's penetrating analysis of what is next on 
the order of the day in Germany is the most timely revolutionary 
document of the moment. It Is priced so low for a quick sale. Order 
your copy now ! 
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Mooney Case Now 
16 Years Old 

July 21} was the date of the close of 
the sixteenth year of Mooney 's imprison- 
ment. It closed another chapter of the 
foulest frame-up in the long and black 
record of American capitalism. It 
marked another milestone on the longest 
road a man has ever trod. After sixteen 
years of agony Mooney still stands forth 
as the dauntless symbol of working class 
militancy. Ills spirit is unconquerable. 
In spirit lie stands In the ranks of the 
revolutionary vanguard. He has never 
said in so many words that he is a Com- 
munist but his spirit matches ours and 
of late lie has begun to talk our langu- 
age, and think as we do. He is ours. 

This places on us all the more directly 
the great task, of forcing his release 
trom the prison in which capitalism is 
determined he shall end his days. This 
places squarely on the shoulders of Com- 
munism the task of removing from the 
banner of the working class the stain of 
its failure to free Mooney. For our suc- 
cess or failure in this task we shall have 
to answer to the working class. 

Again we say, that as we have said so 
many times in the past, that the workers 
the world over no longer have to be 
convinced of Mooney 'a innocence. They 
are profoundly convinced of that Not 
out of doubt did they fight in demonstra- 
tion after demonstration to demand that 
capitalism open its ravenous maw and 
let Mooney go. 

If today they atfe not to be found in 
the streets battling for Mooney's free- 
dom, It is not because doubt of his in- 
nocence has entered their minds. Their 
conviction is as Arm as ever. 

Lull in Fight Is Temporary 

The lull in the fight is temporary. To- 
morrow the agitation and the flght will 
rise to new heights. Great battles are 
on the order of the day fof the Amer- 
ican working class. Not the least of 
these will be the fight to free Mooney. 

Will the fight to free Mooney be con- 
ducted as an isolated struggle and there- 
by insure its own defeat? Or will it 
follow Mooney's and our advice and be 
made an integral pari of the class fight 
for relief, and the light to free all class 
war prisoners with which it is insepar- 
ably bound"; That depends on us. We 
must teach the workers that only such 
a light as we project can free Mooney. 
Ami we must convince the workers by 
our deeds that they should follow our 
leadership. 

This requires of us that we break 
through our isolation and In doing bo 
unite the working class on this issue. 
For this we need the tactic of the united 
front of working class organizations. Wte 
cannot look to the labor fakers who be- 
trayed Mooney, the Socialists who hate 
us more than they do capitalism, the 
liberals, the numerous sects that dot the 
movement like weeds in a garden— to 
take the Initiative in organizing the uni- 
ted front of the working class. White 
they speak of unity they live on the 
division of the working class. Unity 
will never comfc from them. They wilt 
do all they can to oppose and sabotage 
It. 

The initiative .must come from us. In 
projecting this united front we appear 
before the workers as the spokesmen for 
the unity of tire whole class. And by 
our deeds we must prove that we not 
only advance the idea of unity but fight 
for it. 

That is in the best case. Unfortun- 
ately a cancer is eating at the vitals of 
Communism — Stalinism. Today it is the 
chief obstacle the Communists have to 
overcome to take the first step toward 
unity of the working class. Stalinism, 
has divided the ranks of the Commun- 
ists. It stands in the way of their un- 
ity, the essential prerequisite to unity 
o£ the working class. Its record in the 
Mooney case is all too clear. We have 
recorded it in previous issues. Stal- 
inism has done much to discredit Com- 
munism in the eyes of the workers and 
is primarily responsible for the failure 
of the Communists to win the leadership 
o£ the fight to free Mooney. 
Opposition's Task 

The light to free Mooney must be 
fought against the labor fakers, against 
the socialists, against the Stalinist pol- 
icy of our party. That Is tbe special task 
of the Left Opposition in this fight. It 
must open the eyes of the party rank 
and file to the crime being committed 
by the Stalinist leadership. This it has 
done and will continue to do. With its 
success are bound up the hopes and 
future of the whole class and its fight 
to free Mooney. 

So now in the seventeenth year of 
Mooney's imprisonment we pledge the 
Deft Opposition to renewed struggle, to 
greater efforts and sacrifices in the fight 
against capitalism — for the release of 
Mooney and all class war prisoners. 



MILITANT IN DANGER 

Immediate Aid Must Be Sent if We Are not to Suspend 



The issue of th Militant was printed 
only as a result of the .most desperate 
measures undertaken by the office. We 
were able to get it out by over-exhausting 
our credit in every Held and by a last- 
minute scraping together of every spare 
nickel we could squeeze. To allow such 
a situation to exist for even the briefest 
length of time makes the danger of sus- 
pending the Weekly Militant a matter to 
be dealt with immediately. Without ex- 
aggerating the situation in the least, we 
must - tell our readers that unless prompt 
and generous aid is sent us from *ivery 
part of the country, we shall not be 
able to bring out the next issue of the 
Militant and in general, the Weekly pub- 
lication of our paper will be seriously 
crippled. 

The cumulative effects of the crisis 
upon our comrades and supporters, plus 
the general let-down that occurs in the 
summer period, have struck the Militant 
heavy blows. We have deliberately re- 
frained from making alarmist appeals 
base'd upon momentary difficulties. But 
now we are compelled to appeal— urgent- 
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ly and strongly — for the fate of our 
Militant, into which so much sacrifice 
and energy have gone, is immediately in- 
volved. 

The suspension of the Weekly Militant 

at the present time would bring with it 
a stiff set-back to the whole movement. 
The sharpening ot the struggle in the 
United States and elsewhere in tbe world, 
demand the systematic, frequent appear- 
ance of the organ of the Left Opposi- 
tion. Above all, the developments of the 
civil war in Germany, where the Left 
wing alone has made a Marxian analysis 
and advanced the correct revolutionary 
program, make it imperative that every 
week the MilitUnt shall appear with in- 
formation and its viewpoint on what is 
going on. 

Hut for this, a prodigious effort is re- 
quired. It means that every comrade, 
every sympathiser, every friend of the 
Militant must Immediately raise as much 
money as possible, from his own re- 
sources and those of his fellow- workers, 
and send it by air mail to tbe Militant, 

We are in a crucial iwsition— make 
no mistake aliout it. Our. financial pro- 
gress has not kept pace with our poli- 
tical advances. We need aid right away. 
We need a great deal of It. We are 
counting upon YOU to send the urgently 
required assistance. Act now! 

Send all funds to the Militant, 84 Emt 
10th Street, New York, N. V. 



All Eyes on Germany! 

The Hitler Danger is a Danger to the Workirw 



A Sham Turn 
OnBarbusse 

The hammerings of the Opposition on 
the character of the "World Congres« 
Against War" organized under the dir- 
ection of Henri- Barbusse, Itomaln Hol- 
land, H. G. Wells, Upton Sinclair and 
other muddled pacifists, have finally com- 
pelled the Stalinists behind the scenes 
to break their silence. For months since 
the announcement that the Congress 
would be held, the international Stalin- 
ist press has either been silent, or has 
given an unreserved endorsement to the 
Congress without uttering a solitary 
word of criticism. So far as the work- 
ing class readers of the official party 
papers are concerned, the Communist In- 
ternational has given a blanket support 
to the pernicious confusion on the ques- 
tion of righting imperialst war when is 
Inevitably associated with such typically 
pacifist, petty bourgeois movements as 
that of Barbusse. 

The criticisms made since the incep- 
tion of this movement, and the Commun- 
ist position presented by us, the Left 
Opposition, has finally driven the Stalin- 
ists out of their retreat In the latest 
issue of the "International Press Corre- 
spondence", Maurice Thorez, one of the 
leading French Stalinists, ventures (for 
tbe first time to our knowledge) into 
a mild criticism of one of the lesser 
pacifist lights of the Barbusse Congress, 
Victor Marguerite. As far as It goes, 
the criticism is, of course, entirely valid. 
For the proletarian millions to follow 
the course advocated by such pacifists 
as Marguerite, who know nothing about 
the revolutionary struggle against im- 
perialist war, or who oppose It to the 
extent that they do know about it, 
would mean to render themselves impo- 
tent in the face of a new world slaugh- 
ter. 

But this very article by Thorez shows 
how the Stalinists are playing an op- 
portunistic game or hide and seek with 
the whole question. Marguerite is sub- 
mitted to a gentle criticism, but Bar- 
busse and the other, more prominent 
spokesmen for the movement, get away 
unscathed, with the implication left that 
aside from this or that individual in the 
"Congress", the movement as a whole is 
impeccable from the revolutionary stand- 
point. An article by Barbusse of recent 
date shows how baseless is such a view. 
In a "Message to England" (reprinted 
by the socialist Industrial Democrat of 
Louisiana, under date of July 2, 1832), 
he writes : "I thank you and gladly avail 
myself of the opportunity of confirming to 
the representatives of a great and noble 
nation my belief in pacifism, and anti- 
mi lit a r Ism." 

The other "leaders" of this movement 
are generally worthy of their Barbusse. 
They would not constitute such a dan- 
gerous source of befuddlement were ft 
not for the initiative taken by the Com- 
munist International in promoting them, 
in supporting them, and in presenting 
their pacifist movement as an organiza- 
tional center for the struggle against 
imperialist war. 

When a similar congress was held un- 
der the auspices of the Amsterdam and 
Seoond Internationals at the Hague on 
December 10, 1922,the Communist repre- 
sentatives of the Russian trade unions— 
tbe only revolutionary organization in- 
vited — made plain from the tribune of 
the congress the Communist standpoint 
In clear contrast to that of the pacifists 
and social democrats. Thfcy did not play 
at opportunist politics, as is being done! 
now. The Left Opposition will seek to 
fulfill a similar task with the Barbusse 
Congress. The Communist League has 
already notified the American Committee 
that it is sending three delegates to the 
August 8 conference in the Labor Tem- 
ple, New York. The revolutionary forces Hoover, came up Pennsylvania Avenue, 
there must unite to present the Commun- sabres and bayonets flashing In the sun. 



*fytartial Law for 
Indiana Stride 

The Governor of Indiana has declared 
martial law In the vicinity of the Dixie 
Bee Mine, in Vigo County. He has sent 
1,000 National Guardsmen to enforce this 
order. For what purpose is all this dis- 
play of martial strength? 

Is the governor driving out the gang- 
sters or the bootleggers? No! The Na- 
tional Guard is seldom used in that capac- 
ity. As was to be expected the N. G. 
is used against the workers of the dis- 
trict. 4,000 union miners have been en- 
gaged in an attempt to keep scabs from 
working in the mine. With arms in hand 
the union miners have driven the scabs 
from the colliery, in one of the encoun- 
ters between the union miners and the 
deputy thugs, one of the union men was 
murdered and several injured. 

The standard of living of the miners 
has; been ground down to the starvation 
level. Throughout the country, even in 
the midst of this crisis no section of the 
American workers are more poverty- 
stricken than the miners. Every class 
conscious action on their part is noth- 
ing short of a revolt against hunger. 
The capitalist class counters with bul- 
lets^nartial law and armed troops. In 
these small skirmishes of today can be 
seen the fierce battles of the not far-off 
future. All support to the fighting min- 
ers of Vigo County, Indiana. Down with 
martial law! Withdraw the National 
Guards! 



Communists Gain in 
Reichstag Elections 

Leninist United Front Tactics Vindicated 



The Reichstag elections of July 31 were 
a reflection of the unstable and extreme- 
ly precarious position of the present Ger- 
man state. They resulted in a political 
stalemate in so far as government power 
is concerned and definitely proved that 
no durable solution can be found for the 
political crisis of the country on the 
parliamentary plane. No single party, 
no bloc of parties exists, capable of rul- 
ing along the lines of the Weimar con- 
stitution. 

The Fascists, of course, rose to the 
crest of their wave, but showed no ap. 
preciable increase in their vote over 
the amount Hitler received in the run- 
off elections in April. Both votes stand 
around the 13,000,000 mark. The re- 
sources of popular support for Fascism 
have thereby been d mined. National 
Socialism, the party of Hitler, If it is 
not to disintegrate piece-meal, if it is 
to utilize the following it has' amassed 
by vociferous promises, by tall talk about 
a radical transformation of the economic 



A Manifesto of the Communist 
League of America (Opposition) 

Class of the Whole World 



The working class of Germany is to- 
day facing the most serious menace in 
Its history. Preparations are going 
ahead with lightning rapidity to bring 
the Fascist heel down upon our German 
class brothers. 

The acts performed by the reactionary 
Junker government of Colonel Von 
l'apen, the establishment of the military 
dictatorship over Prussia and its rule 
by martial law are tne grand rehearsal 
for the bloodcurdling regime of Hitler 
and his Nazi hordes. 

The powerful black forces arrayed for 
this nefarious objective can be defeated 
in but one way — by a solid, fighting work- 
ing class united front. 

It is time for thinking workers, for 
the Communist militants to awaken to ft 
realization of the enormous, catastrophic 
danger before us. It is time to demand 
from the Communist party that it sound 
the alarm. The threat of Fascism in 
Germany is a threat to the existence of 
the Soviet Union, the threat of the mailed 
list of world imperialism in the face of 
the international working class. 

The events in Germany are a serious 
warning to the workers everywhere, 
they are of grave concern to the Amer- 
ican workers as well. The alarm must 
resound throughout the ranks of the 
party, the party of the revolutionary 
proletariat. It must resound with tre- 
mendous force. It Is our task to reach 
out our hands in solidarity to the Ger- 
man workers in their hour of trial. 

Already the military Is tramping with 
hobnails upon the backs of the German 
toilers. Their elementary political rights 
are being flaunted, their meetings pro- 
hibited, their papers suppressed, the 
Communist party headquarters raided. 
Tie threat of illegality is already hang- 
ing over the head of the revolutionary 
party 

Workers are attacked, beaten and kill- 
ed in the streets by armed Fascist bands, 
unemployment Is constantly on the in- 
crease and misery and poverty are mount- 
ing to appalling proportions. 

It is to this that the German prole- 



tariat has come since 1818, when the 
leaders of the yellow social democracy 
took over the government after the fall 
of tbe Kaiser. Step by step they have 
allowed capitalism to regain its foothold. 
They have ruled for capitalism. They 
have permitted the rats' nests of bour- 
geois reaction— the Hitlerist pest — to 
spread out, to take root, to infest the 
nation and to endanger the very life 
of the organised working class. They 
have paved the road for Fascism by re- 
formist treachery, by their betrayal of 
the revolution. 

Even today these despicable social re- 
formers are surrendering without a 
struggle the mandates, which despite all, 
they have held in the name of the work- 
ers, before whom their true character 
had not yet been revealed. Severing, 
Brauc, Grzezinsky — all the social dem- 
ocratic worthies, are dispersed from their 
posts like so many flies by the military 
agents of Von Hindenburg — their erst- 
while savior. 

Not one word of working class unity 
against Fascism comes from the mouths 
of the yellow traitors. They still do all 
in their power to sabotage the proletar- 
ian united front. They are like a trap- 
ped mouse standing between tbe men- 
ace of Fascism and the increasing pres- 
sure for a common workers' front. Both 
mean destruction for this decayed and 
degenerated, for this outlived social de- 
fer mist organism. 

Where is the German Communist Party 
in this fateful moment? Is it discharg- 
ing its duty to its class? Has it leader- 
ship taken the necessary step to unite 
the workers for the decisive struggles? 

It must be said in all frankness: It 
has not. And it must be added: It has 
no time to lose. 

Weighed down by the blundering pol- 
icy of the Stalin regime In the whole 
Communist International, committing 
mistakes after mistake, its erroneous 
course has served only to isolate the 
Communist workers and to weaken their 
position by the thoroughly false and eon- 
fusing theories of "social Fascism" and 



but one way out: 
forcible seizure of 



Police, Troops and Vets 

Eye- Witness Account of the Wash. Massacre of the Bonuseers 



On the morning of Thursday, July 28 
about a hundred policemen gathered in 
Pennsylvania Ave. and 3rd St. (Wash- 
ington proper) to evict the bonuseers 
from Federal property comprising four 
old, moldy, half-torn down, buildings and 
several adjacent "wreckage lots". 

About noon-time there were 800 blue- 
ooats still trying to evict the "squatters" 
now numbering over 5000, over 1 2000 of 
whom came over from Anacostia to help 
resist the eviction. 

The tension between veterans and 
police reached the breaking point about 
1 :30 P. M., when several lights broke out. 
One officer, panicky before the rage of 
the veterans, flred his gun. 

The brawl was on. Fists Were pound- 
ing flesh, bricks came flying at the heads 
of- police. IB the turmoil six or seven 
shots were fired by the poltce. Police 
Cavalry, Intantry and Tanks 

At 3 P. M. about 200 cavalry and 600 
infantry, under orders of President 



ist standpoint against the muddle-head- 
edness of pacifism! 



Five black tanks equipped with machine 
guns came rumbling behind ihcm. 



The crowds along the walks heckled 
and Jeered the military who proceeded 
to order the ex-soldiers out of their 
"dwellings". They were greeted by the 
bonuseers with a barrage of bricks. Cav- 
alry and infantry quickly adjusted their 
gas masks, and with little or no warn- 
ing, cut across the lot, throwing gas 
bombs in and about the buildings and 
shacks. The vets were taken by sur- 
prise. They scurried to a nearby lot, — 
another bonus encampment, — where they 
stood their ground. 

Gas bombs were thrown into their 
midst, but the men caught them and 
threw them back at the approaching 
cavalry so that many of the horses, 
without gas masks, reared and bolted. 
A number of the horses came prancing 
right up on the men, The vets grabbed 
tbe reins and jerked the horses around 
Several men were pulled off their horses. 
The cavalry swung their sabres at the 
vets. Scores were cut about the face, 
neck, arms and back. 

When the soldiers at Camp Marks 
(AiiitfiMfia) received word in the after. 
(ConUnucd on page 3) 



tbe "Ited United Front" — which posed 
tne leadership of the Communists as an 
■ultimatum Detore the workers pressing 
tor united action and thus has kept them 
divided. By Its opportunist slogan of the 
■I'eoples devolution" (Volksrevolution) 
wii.cn mimicked the nationalists, it sow- 
ed contusion where clarity and decis- 
iveness were necessary. The continua- 
tion of bucQ a policy today becomes a 
neiuous crime against the German and 
ilie international proletariat. 

This iS why we are sounding the alarm, 
it must resound throughout the ranks of 
the Communist Party of the United 
States aud the parties everywhere. 

Fascism is at the gates ! It aims to 
crush the German working class, to 
sinasn its organizations, to destroy its 
lnstitutions,to become the spearhead of 
world imperialism in the struggle against 
the Soviet Union— the fatherland of tha 
international proletariat. 

Fascism will seek allies and find them 
among all the capitalist powers, the 
Wall Street imperialists, the Washington 
government. 

The imperialist vultures are already 
now nodding their approval. The seizure 
of power by Fascism, if it comes to pass, 
will be the signal for a world-wide mob- 
ilization against the U. S. S. R. and the 
international working class movement. 
This course will proceed unhampered if 
the German workers are crushed. A 
victory for Fascism in Germany would 
Inaugurate a perioji of the darkest rea«- 
&oa throughout the entire world t 

Shall it come to this? We of the In- 
ternational Left Opposition say: NO! A 
thousand times: NO! We have demanded 
time and again that the Communist In- 
ternational recognize this danger and 
change its fatal course, so that it will 
be able to meet it effectively. 

The Stalin regime, however, continue* 
to remain silent. The Communist In- 
ternational, in the hands of the Stalinist 
faction, leaves the working class of the 
world without a message in this most 
critical hour in Germany. 

We call upon all militant workers to 
join with us in our demand that the 
leadership of the Communist Interna- 



aud social life — has 
Tbe immediate and 
power. 

On the Eve of a Coup d'Etat 

When we remember that the .Hitler 
movement is in a very specific sense in- 
dispensable to the further existence of 
CJermun capitalism we can draw the 
necessary conclusion? Germany is stand- 
ing this very day before a Fascist coup 
d'Etat. 

The social democracy fared badly, as 
was to be expected, in last Sunday's 
poll. The S. D. P. G. of all parties lost 
the largest number of votes. This fact 
is fully consistent with Ihe general de- 
cline of this party. Based on a plat- 
form of reforms— which have been shorn 
to shreds from day to d;ty in the past 
few years ; and of kowtowing to bourgeois 
democracy — which the bourgeoisie Itself 
considers outlived, the social democratic 
betrayers of the working class cannot 
be expected to continue very long to 
hold on to the huge .mass following 
which Is growing constantly more dis- 
satisfied with it, ever more suspicious 
of the reformist leaders, 

Communist Gains 

The Communist party aione made de- 
finite gains in the elections, receiving 
the highest vote yet cast for Commun- 
ism in Germany— 5,278,094. The small 
but very significant and heartening par- 
liamentary victory of the C. P. G. Is full 
of lessons, full of indications. Accord- 
ing to an International Press Correspon- 
dence dispatch to tbe New York Daily 
Worker, the largest increase in the Com- 
munist vote took place in Berlin and 
the area around it. It must be remem* 
tiered that it was specifically In the 
province of Berlin- Brandenburg that 
the Communist party leadership recently 
made offers of united front action to 
the heads of the local social democracy. 
The S. D. P. leaders rejected the united 
front proposals of the Communists and 
It was in Berlin -Brand en burg that the 
Communists in this manner began to 
expose the treacherous, splitting charac- 
ter of the social democracy before the 
workers. The big Increase of the Com- 
munist vote in Berlin. Brandenburg is a 
victory for the application of the Lenin- 
ist intited front policy, liitherto disregard, 
eri and trampled under foot by the Stal- 
inist leadership of the C. P. G. 
"The Defeat of the Trotskyists" 

When the Daily Worker (August 1, 
1932), greeting editorially the election 
advance of our German brother party, 
calls it "a defeat . . . for the follow- 
ers of Trotsky . . . ", it is lying mis- 
erably, it is consciously deceiving the 
Communist workers. The election ad- 
vance was, on the contrary, nothing more 
clearly than a confirmation of the correct- 
nessof the line of the International Left 
Opposition headed by comrade Trotsky. 
For it was the Left Opposition, which by 
its tireless propagation of the Leninist 
united front tactic against Fascism, by 
its unremitting criticism of the harmful- 
ly confusing and stupid theory of "social 
Fascism", by its timely evaluaton of the 
political factors involved in the German 
scene — it was the Left Opposition, we 
repeat, which more than anything else 
. contributed to the happy change in the 
course of the Communist Party of Ger- 
many, reflected in the united front ac- 
tions at Berlin. This, at a time when it 
was slandered for its criticisms as "coun- 
ter-re volutonnry", when the Stalinfats 
taught everywhere that the social dem- 
ocracy were "social Fascists" and that 
united fronts cannot be offered to "so- 
cial Fascists"; when the Stalinists 



tional speak up. The Stalinist faction ( R « ram ele-Thaelmann ) proclaimed every- 
must not be allowed to maintain its cow- where that Fasdsm 



ardly silence. The fate of the world 
revolution Is hanging in the balance! 

The hour of decisive struggle is close 
at hand. To play with a situation like 
the present is to play with disaster. A 
bold step is required of the Communist 
Party of Germany In order not to crash 
into an abyss. 

The Communist Party of Germany 
must tell the working class In all frank- 
ness that Its policies of the recent past 
were wrong. The party must show the 
workers that it is sincere and earnest 
in the attempt to correct, in the race to 
make up for lost time. Only in that 
way can the C. P. prove to the masses 
(hat Itj is their 1 genuine leader, their 
trusted revolutionary vanguard. 

Tho Communist party must hammer 
away persistently at an appeal to the 
followers of the social democracy and 
the reformist trade unions to put their 
leaders to the test, by demanding of them 
that they join in a united front of all 
the proletarian organizations in the light 
against Fascism. This alone will reveal 
the truly treacherous face of the social- 
ist misleaders before their adherents. 
The masses can only learn through the 
tests of struggle. 
Already the demands of the Left Op- 
(Continued on page 3) 



was not really a 
menace, that the Hitler movement would 
rapidly fall apart and collapse — But the 
Left Opposition does not content itself 
with pointing out the correctness of Its 
policies in the past. Our chief task 
(Continued on page 3) 



The New York Picnic 

This Sunday, August 7th, the New 
York brancii of the Communist League 
of America (Opposition) will hold a 
picnic at Tibbetts Brook Park. As at 
the last picnic a large group of comrades 
and sympathizers are expected to attend. 
Headers of the Militant who have at- 
tended the previous picnics of the or- 
ganization do not have to be agitated to 
come to this one. 

Attend the picnic this Sunday (August 
7). Bring your friends and' fellow- 
workers. Food, refreshments, and games 
will be on hand. Here is a chance to 
meet the members and sympathizers of 
the Left Opposition. 

The place Is Tibbetts Brook Park, Plot 
2. Take the I. R. T.— Wood lawn- Jerome 
Ave. train to the last stop, Woodlawn. 
At 10 :30 A. SI., comrades will meet there 
and walk to Plot 3. You can take, a 
[street-ear or bus to the park. 
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A Scandal in the Red Food 
Workers* Union 



NEW YOBK, N. X.— Last week, the 
Lett wing workers of New York wit- 
nessed a sorry spectacle. There was a 
"picket line" formed in front of the 
Foodworkers Industrial Union on 28th 
Street. The men were picketing their 
own collective organization! Placards, 
slogans appeared along the line. 

An investigation of the whole matter 
shows, as wo suspected, that the initia- 
tive for this action came from shady 
elements within tie union, men with a 
doubtful record like Ki-nnessey. It is also 
more or less established as a fact that 
these people sought and got the aid of 
the yellow fakers from the S. P.— types 
as notorious as Augie Claessens. The 
latter, of course, (ltd his darndest to 
turn the affair into a campaign of vile 
slander and calumniation against the 
Left wing as a whole and against Com. 
munism. 

The "picket line" of the dissatisfied 
and restless worlcers within the Food- 
workers Industrial Union was an ill- 
starred attempt, an action which only 
drives water to the .mill of the disre- 
putable "socialist" racketeers and which, 
in the last analysis, can only harm their* 
own cause— the interests of the working 
class. As elass conscious workers, who 
fcnow (he treacherous role of the 8. P. 
and who reoBw how eager and anxions 
these bosses' lackeys- am to take advan- 
tage of disagreements between militant 
unionists for purposes of betrayal, we 
must categorically condemn the "picket- 
ing" of the union headquarters as an act 
detrimental to the working class. The 
militant industrial unionist rejects and 
disdains such methods. 

At the same time, we must take into 
account that there were sincere if mis- 
led militants participating in this anti- 
union acton. It is necessary patiently 
to explain to them how false, how harm- 
ful their conduct was. They have to be 
made clear, that no matter what their 
grievances against the industrial union 
leadership may be, no matter how wrong 
this leadership may act, a fight against 
them jnlust be confined to the limits of 
the union itself, if it is to be effective, 
tf it is not to play into the Hands of the 
bosses and their yellow agents. 

And we must admit that the food 
clerks who took the altogether' false road 
of "picketing" the I'. W. I. U. headquar- 
ters did have genuine grievances. Much 
as we have to condemn their hasty and 
thoughtless behavior, we cannot overlook 
the fact that the Stalinist leadership of 
the -union bears a good share of the re- 
sponsibility for this disgraceful Incident. 
We have time and again pointed out in 
The Militant that the bureaucratic and 
high-hatted manner in which the F. W. 
J. U. functionaries deal with the mem- 
bership, in the distribution of jobs, in 
the suppression of the elementary right* 
of union democracy, in overriding the 
decisions of the rank and file can only 
lead to such uncontrollable and disastrous 
outbreaks on the part of the workers. 

The "picket line" incident has its roots 
In the past It is a direct result of the 
non-Leninist policies of the Stalinist 
leadership in the union. Mechanical con- 
trol, the subordination of the elementary 
interests of the workers — which caused 
the workers to join the union — to the 
needs of the party and the T. U. U. L. 
apparatus (as was the case in the Con- 
Coops, in the Cooperative Camps, etc.) 
can only stir up dissatisfaction and un- 
rest among the rank and file. These 
facts cannot be dismissed by the Stalin- 
ists merely by calling those who raise 
them — stool-pigeons and counter-revolu- 
tionary Trotskyists. This method of the 
Stalinists only helps the real stool- 
pigeons, the real disrupters in our midst 
to cover themselves up and to strike * 
blow against the union at the critical 
moment. — us was the case with the "pick- 
et line". It only confuses the rank 
and rile workers and makes them unable 
to distinguish between the actual dis- 
rupters and those sincere militants who 
oppose the leadership on matters of 
policy because they want to help their 
union make progress. 

The "picket line" is a dangerous symp- 
tom. It should be a warning to the 
leadership of the .union and to the Stal- 
inists la control of the party. If they 
look at it objectively, they will see the 
grave dangers it indicates. 

It is high time now for the Communist 
workers in the F. W. I. U. to wake up, 
if they have the interests of the union 
at heart, if they want to fulfill their 
tasks as revolutionists. We must pre- 
vent the recurrence of such "picket 
lines" in the future. 

There is only one way in which to do 
this : By demanding the restoration of 
workers' democracy within the union. 
By fighting for an open and frank cor 1 , 
rection of the party line of mechanical 
control in the union, by making the union 
a genuine class struggle union, devoted 
to the broader interests of the class. A 



turn must be made in the policy within 
the union, not by picking out scape 
goats, not .merely by a lot of talk about 
"cliques"— but by admitting openly the 
mistakes of the past and by steering the 
course of the union back to the Denlnlst 
trade union line. 

—FOOD WORKER. 



American Foreign Trade and the Question 
of Credits to the Soviet Union 



A Run-in 
in Duluth 



With the Party 



DULUTH, MINN. 

A rousing open air meeting was held 
Sunday night by the Communist League 
on the Court House Square. Listening 
attentively to an excellent speaking pro- 
gram, GOO workers applauded vigorously 
the light of the Left Opposition for the 
unity, of the Communist movement on the 
basis of Leninism. For the first time on 
the streets of I>uluth the truth about 
the Chinese revolution and the crisis in 
Germany was told. Comrades Dunne and 
Skoglunri, respectively, clarified these 
questions and demonstrated the Interna- 
tional basis for the struggle of the Op- 
position, especially the menace of Fasc- 
ism in Germany, which now constitutes 
'the main danger to the Soviet Union. 

Comrade Bloomberg's analytical report 
of the tour national conventions of the 
political parties held In Chicago was 
frequently interrupted by stormy ap- 
plause. In a speech filled with fighting 
exposure of the Republican and Dem- 
ocratic platforms, and satire and scorn 
for the Socialist party platform, he called 
on the workers to rally behind the Com- 
munist party candidates in the coming 
elections. 

It was not until the collection that the 
party bureaucrats became concerned. 
Somfe minor functionary called out to the 
audience that the money collected was 
not going to the Communist party. We 
can sympathize with the anxiety of one 
who makes a living from s-uch collections 
on the street, bu.t, as comrade Bloom- 
berg immediately pointed out, the chair- 
man, Miles Dunne, had openly an- 
nounced the meeting under the auspices 
of the Communist League. All funds 
are to be used for our publication and 
organization work. The audience re- 
sponded splendidly. 

Comrade Cowl then made an appeal 
for the unity of the Communists in the 
name of the Communist League. He 
urged all class -conscious workers to de- 
mand of the party bureaucrats a cessa. 
tion of their splitting tactics concealed 
under pseudo-revolutionary slogans of 
social Fascism, and their slander against 
the Left Opposition. He challenged the 
hecklers to debate the disputed questions 
then and there or any other time or 
place they might designate. Workers 
who accept our program for reform of 
the party should not hesitate to support 
our press and join our ranks. 

Instead of rushing to the defense of the 
position of the party as self-respecting 
Communists should, the Stalinists pro- 
ceeded to start another meeting in the 
center of the crowd, amidst boos and 
angry shouts of the workers, who saw 
that the issue at stake in this instance 
was clearly the attempt of the party to 
break up tiie meeting, after they had 
been invited to participate. 

One Stalinist bureaucrat, with the 
bureaucrat's contempt for the wishes of 
the working class, sneeringly launched 
a tirade of maid-slinging and personal 
slander against the character of Trot- 
sky and the record of Bloomberg and 
Cowi. All of which, as is to be expected, 
left the audience cold. So that it was 
not difficult, in the midst of comrade 
Sara Avrin's speech on the "Washington 
Massacre.'" to bring the entire audience, 
with the exception of the few faithful, 
to the other side of the monument which 
served as our platform. Here our meet- 
ing continued with greatly increased In- 
terest and closed with a number of ques- 
tions and discussion. We called on all 
the workers present to participate in the 
anti-war demonstration the following 
night. 

As these lines are written for the cur- 
rent issue of the Militant, a public chal- 
lenge to the Communist party to debate 
the proposition: "That Trotsky Is An 
Enemy of the Working Class" has been 
issued in the capitalist press by the 
C6mmunist League for Tuesday night on 
Court House Square. The results of this 
meeting and other organization wort in 
Duluth will be reported in the next issue 
of the Militant. 

— C. C. 



C. P. S. A. most of which were left to 
collapse after his expulsion from the 
party: Verelnlging, Fotchefstroon, Pre- 
toria, Paaredskop, Evaton, Blomenfon- 
tein, Ndabein Location, etc., etc. At 
present the only branch that still sur- 
vives is the last mentioned. 
The Party Slogan 
In 1928 the Centrists forced this slogan 
on the C. P. S. A. : "Native Republic" as 
a stage towards tlwj "Workers' Republic". 
Almost all the Negro members opposed 
this slogan as it tended to create a racial 
feeling and national hatred. I believe 
in "Workers' Republic", not in the native 
or European Republic, but I do not bind 
any one to come to the same conclusions. 
After that slogan was adopted at the 
Sixth World Congress of the Commmiint 
International no one tried to propagate 
it with the exception of those who oi>- 
po.wed it- The Stalinists were silent on 
this slogan in all public meetings. All 
the history of the C. P. H. A. is full of 
blunders that have been made particular- 
ly since comrade Lenin died. 

There is not a single white or black 
trade union at this present time that 
the C. P. S. A; can boast of. One thou- 
sand members of the Laundry Workers 
Union left Ihe C. P. S. A. in disgust; so 
did even the "Clothing Workers Union". 
Tho-ie were the only two Trade Unions 
which constituted the Federation of 
Trade Unions (A. F. T. U.) 



Dear Comrade : 

Your letter of the 30th May last and 
the 50 Militants has provoked some life 
amongst the Stalinist bureaucrats of the 
Communist Party of So. Africa. Priv- 
ate meetings are now being held to dis- 
cuss the best methods for killing the 
Trotskyist views, before penetrating into 
the minds of the opposed i»eople of 
Africa, to these meetings only those who 
are known to be auti-L. Trotsky have 
been privately invited. Expelled and un- 
expelli*! ant i -Trotskyists are now oinited 
on an anti-Trotsky campaign. Some of 
our members (of the «roup, I sent you 
the names) have also been privately 
invited and since then the man that acted 
as chairman and treasurer of our meet- 
ing held on the 22 April last, has now 
completely taken quite a different atti- 
tude towards the Communist Leayue of 
Africa (Opposition). They sing to the 
tune of anti-Trotskyism, and the first 
two lots of the Militants have been pur- 
posely held up, not to be sold, better to 
be returned to your League, but the last 
lot has been disseminated amongst the 
African Negro workers with good results. 

Stalinist Threats 

It is perfectly clear to us that those 
who oppose the formation of the Com- 
munist League of Africa (Opposition) do 
so with a specific object that the Stalin- 
ists In So. Africa might value them so 
as to be reinstated into the C. P. S. A. 
Since I started this Opposition 1 am 
told of various things that would hap- 
pen to me if I was in U. S. S. R- That 
I have committed an unpardonable crime 
by propagating the views of the Inter- 
national Left Opposition. I am asked 
why do you write to a group of men who 
oppose the leadership of the Communist 
Party of U. S. S. R.? Then they give 
as a kind of reasoning that L. Trotsky 
has tried to oppose the leadership of the 
party and has completely failed. You, 
too, will fail and you shall be condemned 
for life never to be reinstated Into the 
C. P. S. A. Again I replied to all this 
talk that I do not see any mistake in 
the views expressed in the Militant. 
see no crime that L. Trotsky has com- 
mitted. I see nothing that might bo poverty existing throughout the German 
styled a blunder but as to Stalin I can. working class, and particularly among 
only come to the conclusion that he is] She revolutionary militants, has for 



Some figures on the decline in tlie 
foreign trade of the United States since 
the crisis set in, published in the New 
York Times of July 31, tell heavily in 
support of the slogan of the International 
Left for large scale, long term credits 
to the Soviet Union. According to the 
Times the decline in volume has been 
drastic. It arrives at this conclusion 
on tiie basis of the facts that the de- 
cline in the wholesale price level of 



times in excess of its present volume, in- 
cluding the volume embraced by its pre- 
sent trade treaties. The result in the 
construction of socialist industry is too 
apparent to need elaboration. As one 
result the volume of exports could be 
Increased with a further increase in 
imports. So the whole cycle of imports 
and exports could be increased. 

The prestige of the Soviet Union 
would be increased in the eyes of ihe 
commodities shirt) June 1029, is 33.7 per] workers bj . ifs n i,tuty to work out large 
cent; while the decline in value is W-8 jf=( , ale )tlalls p i vot ed „„ its export and 
per cent. "These heavy losses" says the im[)ort ^.^t^s w ith the world market, 
Simes, "amounting in several cases to aj]d Ujj , thmty to mei ,, its obligations, 
more than SO per cent, art: not the re. A]) org , uliZ p d f , gh t for credits is a 
.wit merely of a decline in prices, but !evor (() set tnj> m.,,,^ i„ motion against 
also of a sharp contraction in volume." their c|a[js em . m i ( . H . It creates the basis 
MACHINERY DECLINE | for n united front with Ihe socialist 

Among the commodities which the' workers agalnsl their leaders should 
United States is exporting iu diminish-] they, as is most likely, oppose tbv united 
ing quantities are plows, which declined: front. 

from 100,908 in 1929 to 8,204; and grain [ Tlie opportunities such a struggle af- 
harvesters, which declined from ll.STI tO' fords to Communism to appear before 
213. In the first five mouths of] ,. ue class as the. leader in the fight for 



1929 the United States exported GO mil- 
lion dollars of agricultural machinery ; 
whereas in the first five months of'1932 
this figure fell to four million seven hun- 



We desire to have a complete set of'dred thousand. Similar, figures obtain 



the literature published by you but you 
should also not lose sight of the fact 
that we are a much poorer lot than you 
are, and do not forget sending also com- 
plete volumes of the Militant from No. 1 
to the latest. From now onward I shall 
be writing you fortnightly. 

Non-Europeans are the most unorgan- 
ised of the South African Trade Unions. 
Youfs for a speedy Revolt, 

— T, W. T. 
Johannesburg, So. Africa 
July 6, 1932. 
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Extracts from Earl Browder's 
Autobiography 

Discerning readers of the official party 
press will have noticed that Earl Brow- 
der, the present leader of the party, has 
heen presenting us his auto-biography 
(or his confessions, if you like) In the 
guise of this or that political report 
Shyness alone has prevented him from 
naming himself, but even the dullest 
reader ran see whom he means when he 
talks. One extract from a recent con- 
fession wilt show what we mean: 

"I have noted a widespread opfnion 
that if a party or trade union function- 
ary speaks in a loud, sharp tone, this 
Is bureaucratic, 'but if he speaks gently 
and softly then this is a good, non-bur- 
eaucratic approach. As for myself I 
am all for the soft voice as opposed to 
harsh speaking, but I object to this being 
put forward as the essence of the ques- 
tion of bureaucracy. In fact, some of 
the worst bureaucrats that I have bump- 
ed»into in my life were the softest speak- 
ers." (The Communist, July 1933, page 
595.) 

Always boasting about his gentle 
tongue! 



an opportunist of the worst type the 
world has ever produced. In support of 
this conclusion let me say Stalin is the 
stumbling block of the world revolution. 
He should not have expelled and exiled 
comrade L. Trotsky from the C. P. S. U. 
and from the U. S. S. R. He knows quite 
well that if Trotsky is given complete 
freedom in the U. S. S. K. he (Stalin) 
would no longer be at the head of the 
Soviet Union ; some one else would be. 
The International Left Opposition must 
see that comrade L. Trotsky is given the 
necessary freedom and returned to the 
U. S. S. R. 

On the 2nd of July I was taken by sur- 
prise. The chairman and treasurer re- 
ferred to above threatened to hand me 
over to the police for having sent their 
names to the Communist League of Am. 
erica (Opposition) applying for member- 
ship, and I was dragged at about 8 P. M. 
of the same day to Doornfontein Police 
Station but no charge has as yet been 
laid against me, so they threatened to 
murder me in the street. Comrades, thl3 
Is just the beginning. I expect quite * 
lot of trouble from the Centrists, but 
we .must not be down-hearted. The In- 
ternational Left Opposition must pene- 
trate into the minds of the mine, town, 
and agricultural workers of Africa whe. 
ther the Stalinists like it or not. 

In following the instructions of the 
Stalinist bureaucrats there are serious 
blunders that have been and are being 
committed in the Communist Party of 
So. Africa and I have not doubt that It 
shall be the duty of the Communist 
League of Africa (Opposition) to induce 
the C. P. S. A. to follow the correct line 
and never ignore their mistakes. 
The African Opposition 

In reply to your question. The Com- 
munist League of Africa (Opposition) is 
newly constituted. It is not a section of 
the Communist Party of So. Africa and 
has not been in touch with the Com. 
munist International. It is organized 
by an expelled Negro foundation member 
of the Communist Party of So. Africa 
(T. ,W. Thibedi). Although many of the 
expelled members expressed sympathy 
with the formation of the Opposlttai 
there is quite a lot of hesitation on their 
part to come forward like real revolu- 
tionists. They are in the main afraid 
that if they join the Opposition they 
would be condemned and never again be 
reinstated into the Party. We have been 
Carrying on open air meetings and 
nuclei have been formed at these places. 
KringerSdorp, Vrededorp, Prospect Town- 
ship, and Pretoria and we are also re- 
organizing the trade unions of native 
workers which (in 1928 had 10,000 mem- 
bership but has since 1930 been left by 
the Stalinist bureaucrats of the Com- 
munist Party of So. Africa to collapse. 
We have behind us the "Laundry Work- 
ers Union", 1,000 members strong, and 
the "Baking Employees Association" is 
speedily coming up. Amongst the Negro- 
miners, nuclei have been set up at these 
mines : "City Deep Mine" and "Crown 
Mines." I must say this is the first time 
in the history of the revolutionary party 
in So. Africa that Negro miners are seri- 
ously being taken up. Again, a nucleus 
has been set up against the "Municipal 
Employees" at the "Doornfontein City 
Power Compound." 

For many years T. N. Thibedi was the 
only Negro member of the C. P- S. A. 
and during this time succeeded in or. 
ganizing the following branches of the 



for industrial machinery. Included In 
this decline is a precipitate decline in 
Soviet purchases of agricultural and In- 
dustrial ma-ehinery. In a statement is- 
sued by the Amtorg in October of last 
year the value of Soviet purchases was 
shown to have declined by 51 per cent. 

But the years 1929-32 are the period 
of the great growth and expansion of 
Soviet industry; of the growth of its in- 
ter-relation with the world market. From 
August li>30 to June 1931, bo take but 
one example, the Soviet Union doubled 
its exports to Italy and increased its 
imports aeven foid. So said Commissar 
of Foreign Trade, P. Rosengoltz to a 
delegation of 32 Italian industrialists, 
who visited the Soviet Union in June a 
year ago. 

What is the cause for the* decline in 
the purchase of what the Soviet needs 
to build its growing industry? The Am- 
torg statement of last October says, "The 
drastic decline in purchases is due to the 
lack of favorable credit facilities in this 
country as contrasted with long term 
credits extended to Soviet organizations 
by European countries." (Our emphasis.) 

Credits are what the Soviet Union 
needs, long-term credits. But the Stal- 

„ ,. . . , * -™ „*• i inlzed Comintern, hamstrung by the fatal 

some time stood in way of imperatively. „ .... \ j ., 

... „ :, , u . lU ' theory of socialism in one country, dartes 

needed advance. Now, the growth of the J ,, „_ , . \ . 

not call on the working masses to de- 
mand credits from their capitalist gov- 
ernments for the workers' fatherland. 



German Left Will 
Issue Weekly 

The latest issue of Die Permanent* 
Revoltttijn, official semi-ntiOHtMy organ 
of the Left Opposition in Germany an- 
nounces that beginning with its next 
number our German brother organ 
will appear as a weekly. The terrific 



ideas, influence and strength of 
German section has succeeded in sur- 
mounting even this great obstacle. The . ^ . . , , .. . 
appearance of Die Fernranente Revolution !t w ™' d be «" <*« ****** «f ***** 



as a weekly paper will enable our com. 
rades to intervene more frequently and 
powerfully in the struggles of the Ger- 
man proletariat, bringing to them the 
Ideas and teachings of Marx, Engels, 
Lenin and Trotsky which the Stalinists 
throughout the world have so violently 
preverted or ignored" and the Left Op- 
positionists have borne aloft. 

The American Oppositionists send their 
German comrades warmest wishes in the 
success they have already attained and 
are convinced that the immediate future 
Is rich with even greater progress for 
our cause. 



The advance of Die Fermanente Rev- 
olution comes a few weeks after the sim- 
ilar success obtained by our Bulgarian 
comrades who have been battling might- 
ily not only against the stream of Stalin- 
ist abuse and violence, but the persecu- 
tions of the Bulgarian reaction. Their 
organ, Osvoboriidenye, (Emancipation), 
which commenced as a monthly paper, 
is now appearing every week. 

Our Swiss comrades, with the great 
traditions of internationalism associated 
with their land, have succeeded in a 
brief span of time in converting their 
mimeographed organ, Bolsthewik, into a 
well -printed, well-edited monthly. 

Finally, our Spanish comrades have 
just issued the first number of Joven Es- 
partaco (Young Spartacus), a 16-page 
monthly magazine of the Opposition 
Youth. This step forward Is a reflection 
of the gratifying progress our Spanish 
comrades have been making among the 
young revolutionists of the country, in- 
creasing numbers of whom are being 
organized into the ranks of the Left 
Opposition. Joven Espartaeo .makes the 
second paper in the International Left 
Opposition devoted to the youth, the 
first having been X«ung Spartacus, our 
own youth paper in the United States. 

To Osvobonhdenye, Rolschewik, Joven 
Espartaco^go our heartiest revolutionary 
salutations. The International Left Op- 
position is invincible! 



possibility of building a socialist society 
in the Soviet Union with the efforts of 
the Soviet Union alone. And this admis- 
sion Stalin cannot make. 

He seeks to attain the same end— not 
through the class struggle; but by dip- 
lomatic maneuvers. That the Soviet 
Union has made diplomatic approaches to 
various capitalist governments for creditB 
is no secret. The Times of July 15, 1931 
reported the discussion between the So- 
viet delegation to Paris and the French 
negotiators in the following words : "The 
discussions center around a plan by 
which the Russia ns would obtain two 
to four year credits from France." 

In fact trade treaties have been signed. 
One was signed with Italy last June. 
Duranty reported it from Paris. "The 
chief Soviet benefits from the trade 
agrement are credit for buying Italian 
machinery, aid from Italian specialists, 
use of the Italian merchant marine for 
shipping exports and a convenient market 
for grain, oil and coal." (N. Y. Times, 
June 20, 1931). 

But, the Stalinists have argued, the 
Soviet Union gets Its credits by treaty. 
■What need Is there of making a mass 
fight' of it? ! ! As comrade Trotsky 
pointed out in his World Unemployment 
and the Five Year Plan, the interest of 
the workers all over the world, in the 
Soviet Union and its socialist construc- 
tion remains an abstraction unless it Is 
concretized, in the present situation of 
world unemployment, by mobilizing the 
masses to fight for long term credits 
upon the basis of their understanding 



relief, and the opportunities for class 
education are enormous. To i«iss them 
by and call the slogan counter-revolution- 
ary, as the Stalinists have done, is not 
the least' of their crimes. 

The Stalinist idea of diplomatic man- 
euvering for credits without calling on 
the masses who are vitally interested in 
the question rests upon a lack of faith 
in the masses. But the masses. learning 
from the Left Opposition, will force the 
Comintern to place this slogan in the 
forefront of the fight for relief. In the 
United States the workers nnder the 
pressure of the deepening crisis will force 
the party to translate its paper turn of 
half a year ago into a real class light 
for long-term, large scale credits to the 
Soviet Union. — T. S. 



New York's Aug. 
First Meet 

Between 13,000 and 15.000 workers 
answered the call of the Communist 
party in a demonstration on Union Sq. 
against Imperialist war. In comparison 
with the two previous "lied Day" de- 
monstrations, this year's meeting was 
one of the best — but only numerically. 

The intensification of the economic 
crisis and the more recent attack on the 
veterans in Washington has served to 
awaken thousands of workers from pas- 
sivity. But if the N. Y. demonstration 
was large in numbers, it was low in 
spirit. The meeting followed a stereo- 
typed plan. The speakers were poor. 
The speeches of Sheppard, Trumbull and 
Amter in no way made the impending 
world slaughter clear to the assembled 
workers. They rambled on incoherently, 
discussing practically everything else. 
The war danger came in for the usual 
cut-and -dried slogans. 

Germany — the key to the whole inter- 
national situation, scarcely a mention. 
Only in the speech of Amter, did he make 
some vainglorious boasts about the large 
vote of the C. P. (!. in the recent elec- 
tions. Only one placard carried by the 
¥. C. L. called for the smashing of Hit- 
ler's Fascist hordes. But this was ob- 
scured by the multitudinous slogan* 
which helped to confuse and mask the 
importance of the war danger. 

If the .placards of the 1929 demonstra- 
tion against the war danger reflected the 
mad adventurism of the "third period", 
those carried in this year's meeting bore 
witness to the opportunism of the "new 
turn". One of the slogans read : "Hoover 
is responsible for the riot in Washington. 
We demand his impeachment". The S. P. 
must have turned green with envy when 
they saw this placard. 

Amter, of course, did not fail to attack 
the "renegades from Communsm" — the 
Lovestoneites and the Trotskyists''. 
While the crowd booed and jeered any 
mention of Hoover, Roosevett and the 
socialists, they greeted this attack on the 
L. O. with an icy silence. Apparently 
they did not see its connection witli the 



that the resulting orders would go some war <I a "S er - If words w' 1 &> jt i^' 
*ay toward relieving unemployment by. haps silPnce might W™""'* Amter's 



opening up a number of factories. 



thick bureaucratic skull. We haw our 
doobts. 



In the United States It would mean 
that the index of employment in the' The struggle against the war danger 
agricultural machinery industry, for ex- must not end with this demonstration, 
ample, would rise from 22.1 at which which is only a small beginning. The 
it stood in June of this year. A similar party must awaken the masses to the 
rise would take place in every branch of j dangers awaiting the Soviet Union if 
industry with which the Soviet would. Hitler sclaes power. Only in this way 



place orders. An identical result would, 
be achieved in all capitalist countries in 
which the Soviet was able to place orders. 
The volume of Imports the Soviet 
would he able to command would be many 



will it fulfill ifs duty to the American and 
international proletariat. The L. O. has 
sounded the alarm. What is your ans- 
wer, party members? 



MILITANT BUILDERS 



We're under way. Subs are coming 
In. They're not exactly rolling in hut 
they are coming in a little bit faster 
than in the past month. And that's 
something. But seriously ! A real effort 
must be made on the basis of the great 
timeliness and importance of our litera- 
ture to bring In even more subs. 

All the articles by comrade Trotsky 
and the other leaders of the International 
Left that we print in the Militant will 
not sell the paper. We m<ust do that by 
getting subs and placing it on news- 
stands. Bight now we ntust place a great 
emphasis on getting subs. You see, com- 
rades, we need money, desperately. One 
of the best ways of getting it is by get- 
ting subs. 

Now, who is going to come out on 
top at the end of the month? 
be that neadliner from Minneapolis, com- 



rade Hedkmd? Or will some other com- 
rade take his laurels away from him? 
And what branch will come out on 
top? Will it be the old stand-bys. New 
York and Minneapolis? Or will our 
younger branches dispute the title with 
them? 

It is too "early to say. All we can do 
is point to the record of the staff to date 
which we give below : 

A. Weaver 1 1.2 

L. Goodman 1 

II. Schwartz 1 

J. Edwards 1 

W. Wynne 1 

The record by branches is as follows : 



New York 
Minneapolis 
Chicago 
Philadelphia 



4 1-2 
2 1-2 

1 
1 



THE DRAFT PJtOGRAM OF THE 
COMI.VTEKN is out of print and is 
Will it available only in the BOUND VOLUMES 
of comrade TROTSKY'S pamphlets. 



Pioneer Publishers Notes 



MARXIST CLASSICS 

Through an exchange Btrangement 
with a local bookseller we have got a' 
number of copies of the Communist 
Manifesto; Socialism, Utopian and Scien- 
tific-, Wage Labor and Capital; and Value 
Price and Profit. In the past we have 
received requests for this literature. In 
the course of our propaganda work 
among workers we frequently find it nec- 
essary to begin at rock bottom. This is 
all the more nex*essary today because of 
the terribly low ideological level that 
obtains in the party ranks under Stalin- 
ist leadership. 

Unfortunately because of the terms of 
our exchange arrangement we are un- 
able to offer any discount on this litera- 
ture. The selling prices in the order 
in which they arc listed above are: 10 
cents; 25 cents; LO cents; 25 cents. 
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Great Britain and the U. S. at Ottawa 



The Imperial Economic Conference 
held in Ottawa, Canada, for the past 
lew weeks ia of the deepest significance. 
Gathered here are tie representatives of 
the domains comprising the British em- 
pire. The ostensible purpose of the 
gathering is to unite in closer bond the 
King's "minions". But as the conference 
progresses its object becomes clearer and 
all the more decisive. It is necessary 
to seek the driving force ot th« confer- 
ence and for this we will divert for a 
moment from the actual proceedings. 

The post-war period witnessed pro- 
found changes in the world economic and 
political situation. Upon the debris of 
the war arose unforeseen a new power, 
fresh and vigorous, unexhausted by the 
conflict. The United States of America 
became transformed then from a debtor 
into a creditor nation to whom the en- 
tire capitalist world is today indebted. 
In the course of a few years she dom- 
inated the Kuropean scene and opened 
war upon the world markets. Today 
America is the dominant world power. 
America's Rise to Power 

American capitalism, through her' own 
enormous resources, without experienc- 
ing the long winding road from feudalism 
to capitalism but building fresh upon a 
capitalist structure, her industries the 
most modern in the world, her technique 
of the highest, drove ahead to the top- 
most pinnacle of capitalist development. 
She displaced England as the 



The Struggle Between the 
Two Imperialisms 



challenged the seniority rights of Eng- 
land. To avoid open rifts, the Imperial 
Conference in 1926 establiaed and re- 
cognized full equality of the dominions. 
That conference diminished their. subor- 
dination to Great Britain. But it hardly 
solved anything. While politically hold- 
ing the Empire together, it could not and 
did not solve the hard economic problems. 
They exist today. Represented by Stan- 
ley Baldwin, Britain demands that the 
dominions establish greater trade with- 
in the Empire. It demands that the dom- 
inions give prefefence to British-made 
gfeods for which in turn preference will 
given theirs. Britain will charge no 
duties on dominion goods if the domin- 
ions will likewise remove all tariffs on 
British goods. They plan to solve the 
crisis in that manner". But more than 
that the Imperial Economic conference is 
a direct challenge to the United States. 
To establish a balance of trade within 
the Empire means to strike a blow 
against American capitalism. At present 
Canada is principally involved. The same 
condition however exists in the other 
dominions and in discussing Canada we 



speak for the general trends elsewhere. 

financial Of foreign capital in Canada, the share 

harono'fthrworll" Tn "the" field of mili-' of G rea ' B rft&fn fell from 77% to 39% 

while that of the United States rose 
from 16% to 57%. The U. S. finds an 
outlet market here for 40% of her ex- 
ports. On the reverse side of the picture 
68% of Canadian imports come from the 
United States, as against 15.2% from 
Great Britain. Of 100 principle import 
Items In 1930, Canada was supplied in 
the following ratio: The United States 
79%, Great Britain 14%, and. the rest 
of the world 7%. The following table 
of Canadian imports supplied by the 
United States is of extreme importance 
berause of the key rhararter of the in- 
dustries : 

Ratio of Imports supplied by the United 
States to Canada in 1930: 

91% Electrical products 
80% Steel and Iron. 
90% Machinery. 
99% Automhile parts. 
98% Automobiles. 
90% Coal. 

98% Farm implements 
76% Crude petroleum 
99% Gasoline. 
98% Raw cotton. 
Great Britain exceeded only in textiles. 
In money values the relative Import trade 
in 1930 was as follows: 

Total Imports: $1,248,273,582 



tarism she has also surpassed the Em- 
pire. World polities Is now dominated 
by the United States. And meat impor- 
tant of all, in the Held of foreign trade 
she has also displaced Great Britain. It 
is only necessary to cite the relative 
changes In the world market to under- 
stand fully what this displacement has 
meant. Prior to the ,World War the 
United Statles had 12% of the world 
export trade and Great Britain 18%. 
Toward the close of the past decade the 
figure was reversed with America in 
England's place and England where Am- 
erica once stood. 

Great Bfitain has not kept pace with 
this development of America. Her in- 
dustrial technique for years remained 
unchanged. 19th century England could 
not keep abreast of the industrial appar- 
atus of Uncle Sam. Her markets were 
grasped from her. Even her own domin- 
ions cast loving eyes to the United States. 
America invaded her South American 
markets seizing them one by one. Eur 
ope was already under the heel of Wall 
Street. In Asia the dollar penetrated 
deeply, ripping big holes in the British 
trade structure. And as has already 
been cited, in her dominions this same 
process took place. 

It must be borne in mind, that tha 
tremendous rise of American capitalism 
comes at a time when world capitalism 
is In decline. The hegemony of the Un- 
ited States exists at the expense of the 
rest of the world. Only by crushing 
Europe and putting her on rations has 
she been able to dominate there. By 
carrying on an Intense assault «pon the 
world market was she able to replace 
England. And thefe the conflict rages. 
The United States, seeks to perpetuate 
itself in power on the basis of domina- 
tion of the world markets, made all the 
more necessary through her huge produc- 
tive apparatus and by the contraction of 
the home market. England stands ready 
to defend her fortresses of world trade. 
Jarred and groggy she cannot stand many 
more Steady blows. 

Britian'g Demands 
The stage is set ; the play goes on. 
Great Britain is seeking closer ties with 
the dominions. The industrialization of 
the domnions brought them in constant 
conflict with the mother country. They 



United States 
Great Britain 
Dominions 
Foreign 



$847,442,037 

$189,179,738 

$63,523,066 

$148,127,841 



In addition It must be stated'tnat of 
Canadian exports, 45% went to the Uni- 
ted States. The aims of the conference 
become clear now. The conference aims 
at a general diminution of American 
trade within the Empire so as to allow 
for a general increase of Great Britain's 
trade as one of the steps leading out 
of her severe crisis. The steps already 
taken to curb American products such 
as steel, machinery, electric will fail 
however from reaching their mark. There 
are 1400 branch factories of American 
concerns in Canada. Any encroachments 
upon American trade will result in in- 
creased production of the Canadian 
plants to offset such restrictions as re- 
sult from the conference. Almost the 
entire electrical industry in Canada is 
dominated or influenced by the United 
States. As soon as the announcement 
was made of an Increase in the steel 



trade between Canada and Great Bri- 
tain, which would necessarily result in 
a fall of American steel trade, the U. S. 
Steel Corporation declared its intention 
of expanding its Canadian mills at 
Ojlbwa. Similarly thfs would take place 
with the automobile industry, electrical 
supplies and machinery. 

Effects of Crisis 

Thus Britain's attempt' to offset Am- 
erican trade in the dominions will be 
met with a powerful opposition. The 
crisis has had terrific effects on both na- 
tions. While America is adjusting her- 
self for a big drive, Great Britain has 
already girded itseir for battle. She is 
driving her first blow through the Em- 
pire. In the midst of the present crisis 
Canadian imports declined 27%. In this 
general decline American imports receded 
to 64.5% while that of Great Britain 
rose to 16.5%. The figures themselves 
while expressing the general effects of 
the crisis show the efforts ot Britain to 
pull itself up by its bootstraps while the 
United States is acutely involved in the 
worst crisis of her history. 

The loss of the immense Canadian mar- 
ket compromising 40% of American ex- 
ports would indeed be a severe blow to 
the United States. While heretofore for- 
eign markets absorbed only 10% of the 
surplus production Tn the United States, 
the present crisis has established this 
all-Important fact: Imperialist America 
will open a planned and concerted drive 
upon the foreign markets of an immense 
character reinforced by the greatest mili- 
tary activity heretofore witnessed. There 
is no othter way out for her 1 . Her huge 
Industrial apparatus which during the 
"prosperity days" functioned at only 
60% of capacity, needs a far greater 
outlet than the shrinking home market. 
The absorption of surplus production 
must be sought elsewhere. It can find no 
place except in the field of foreign trade. 
The world markets continuing in a state 
of contraction are already divided. 
The United States arrived on the scene 
late: the division of the earth had al- 
ready taken place. She must now win 
these from the other imperialist powers. 
And foremost of these is England. 

In Europe Bhe has already replaced 
her to a vast extent. She is dominant 
in Britain's own dominions. In South 
America the trend is toward the United 
States. During the years 1913-27, the 
U. . share of South American imports 
showed an increase from 24% to 38%, 
while that of Great Britain declined 
from 25% to 16%. In the rest of the 
world the same trend. At the expense 
of Great Britain the United States has 
gained hegemony. To maintain this it 
will he necessary for her to expand even 
more. But further expansion can come 
only in continued struggle with Great 
Britain. That involves a deep conflict. 
It has been raging for almost a decade. 
It will become more tense now. The Im- 
perial Economic Conference is an exam- 
ple of this fierce antagonism. Here lies 
its significance. 

To transform this into the language of 
politics is the task of the Communists. 
Even today the Stallnized Communist 
International, warped by its nationalist 
orientation, fails to grasp and fully un- 
derstand the changes in post-war capi- 
talism. In 1923 L. D. Trotsky, already 
established this fundamental change. 
In his brochure Europe and. America, a 
few years later, he explained these new 
factors, tracing the decline of Great Bri- 
tain's power and Its replacement b.y the 
United States. I[e pointed out that this 
significant change demanded the applica- 
tion of a policy on the part of the Com- 
munists concentrating specifically and 
orientating around this new situation. 
Had this been understood, it would per- 
haps in part have prevented such a mis- 



erable debacles in recent Comintern his- 
tory as we have seen. 

The dollar dlspfaces the pound. Am- 
erica versus Britain. That is the tune 
of the world struggle. And therein lies 
the importance of the Iraperal Eeonomc 
Conference at Ottawa. 

—ALBERT GLOTZER. 



The Vets in Washington 

(Continued from page 1) 4 

noon, of the fighting with the Hoover 
army on Pennsylvania Ave., they started 
in a body to the scene of trouble. But 
they were cut off when the bridge over 
the Potomac was raised. 

But if they were impatient to meet 
their enemy, tiie enemy was still more 
impatient to meet them. 

At 11 I*. -M. cavalry and infantry, a 
thousand strong, hove into sight. Sev- 
eral army plarees zoomed above the camp. 

In the camp, the women and children 
had already "retired" ; the vets them- 



Opposition Delegates for United Front at 
Party's Anti-Injunction Conference 



selves were "turning in", when Federal 

planes and soldiers came to disturb thelrl the Communist League, Saul and Weber, 



The Anti-Injunction Conference called 
by the Provisional Committee of which 
John Steuben is secretary (appointed), 
held its first meeting at the Manhattan 
Lyceum, July 28. The new "turn" in the 
party's method of approaching the masses 
was mueh in evidence. Neither the Com- 
munist party nor the Young Communist 
League sent a single delegate to the con- 
ference ! This was Indeed to he a broad 
conference including particularly A. F. 
of L. locals and general working class 
organizations. Yea, the chairman (ap- 
pointed) introduced th* main reporter 
as BROTHER Steuben. AH through the 
conference it was "fellow workers and 
friends", "brother so and so" and "I tell 
you, friends, and follow workers". A 
most disgusting and nauseating spectacle 
of attempts to fool oneself into believing 
that this was actually a mass conference. 

The comrades of the N. Y. Branch of 



workers of the party and i!s auxiliary 
organizations. 

—HERBERT CAPELIS. 



Lea$ue Manifesto on 
German Crisis 



th« 



peace. It took them by surprise. It wa» 
a day of surprises. 

Whistles were blown as an alarm. 
"Victorious" officers ordered immediate 
eviction from Government property. The 
vets didn't move fast enough. They were 
baptized "with a shower of gas bombs. 
The sweet-smelling, smarting, blinding 
gas put the vets on the move. Women 
and children ran screaming and weep- 
ing: the men followed cursing. 

"Victorious" General MacArthur was 
weeping — Erom the gas. The whole 
field was covered with gas fumes. Sol- 
diers lit torches and were applying them 
to the shacks. 

The next morning you could see a 
charred and ashy field, filled with twisted 
and cnished-in sheets of tin, hurnt-down 
autos, broken, soot-black bottles of glass, 
broken, burned beds, sooty pots, pans, 
black heaps of tin cans, unburned heaps 
of stinking garbage, several half-burned 
dolls and even a plaster bust of Geo. 
Washington, "Father of his country", 
lying in the ashes with his nose, lips 
and chin knocked off. 

The work was done against defenseless 
half-starved workers in the name of law 
and -order, in the name of private pro- 
perty, so that Hoover and the bosses 
could continue their work of receiving 
"fair and legitimate return on their 
money." 

Some "Strange" Facts 
The work was done. But there were 
strange facts which cannot be overlook- 
ed. 

Why could not the police, of whom 
there are 1400 in Washington, cope with 
the situation? Was there a shortage of 
tear gas bombs for them? 

It is a fact that of the 1400 policemen. 
1200 are ex -servicemen. They did not 
care for the dirty work. They passed 
the buck. 

Not only the police. About 600 sail- 
ors were ordered to be ready for duty. 
They replied that they were sea fighters: 
if the authorities would get a warship 
alongside of the camp, (which was out 
of the question), they would carry out 
the orders. In this way they passed 
the buck. 

The sentiment of the marines at Quan- 
tico was similar. 

One more thing. Why were the troops 
ordered to the main camp at night7 
Here it is a question of psychology. It 
was feared that if the vets and soldlera 
met in the daytime face to face, eye to 
eye, there might result a serious breach 
of discipline. 

Here we see indications of the coming 
breach in the strongholds of the bour- 
geoisie. Hoover and the bosses have 
something to be uneasy about! 

— JERDICK. 



and Ruth Cannon and Herbert Capelis 
of the Spartacus Youth Club attended the 
Conference as delegates. They were un- 
able to get the floor and make concrete 
proposals of work such as (1) immediate 
printing of 50,000 leaflets to be distribut- 
ed by the organizations represented; (2) 
immediate sending of speakers to trade 
unions, political and fraternal organiza- 
tions in a real attempt to 'broaden the 
conference through the united front tac- 
tic; (3) each organization to send dele- 
gates to assist the strikers on the picket 
line; (4) each organization to hold at 
least one open air meeting per week and 
popularize the fight against the isjunc- 
tion. 

The meeting and discussion turned out 
to be, as usual, organized beforehand. 
The chairman seemed to know every 
speaker, even motioning to them indivi- 
dually to come to the Sore as he called 
their names. When the report of the 
Credentials Comm. (appointed) came in. 
It was announced that there were 267 
delegates representing 12 A. F. of L. 
locals, numerous trade unions and frat- 
ernal and mass organizations. All the 
organizations were read off, a long list 
of them; but when it came to reading 
the list of thirty "mass" organizations 
the reporter said it was too long and un- 
necessary. In this way they spared them- 
selves the embarrassment of announcing 
that the Communist League (Left Op- 
position) and the Spartacus Youth Club 
had their delegates and were ready to 
support the conference with all the mean* 
at their disposal. 

Then came the election of a Permanent 

Committee to build the Conference. To 
■ 'facilitate" matters, the Provisional 
Comm. already had its list of thirty 
recommendations to compose the Perman- 
ent Comm. The chairman asked for addi- 
tional nominees from the floor, and com- 
rade Weber and Capelis were nominated. 
A vote was taken and many hands went 
up for their being added to the committee. 
Steuben, somewhat nonplussed at this 
showing, took the floor and said this 
would invalidate the committee of thirty, 
which was already proposed and elect- 
ed. Comrades from the floor objected 
and pointed out that this merely meant 
adding two. 

Although we are not on the official 
committee, the Opposition and the Spar 
tacus Youth Club intend to support fully 
the activities of the Conference. The 
proposals enumerated above will be car- 
ried out and plans are already under 
way. The club will send as many mem- 
bers as possible down to the picket line 
and there demonstrate our solidarity with 
the striking workers. We hope the near 
future will witness a real unity of our 
forces with the fighting Left wing work- 
ers and the advanced revolutionary 



(C'onlimied from page 1) 4 

position have brought positive results. 
In the province of Berlin- Brandenburg, 
the' Committee of the C. P. G. after 
months of pressure from the ranks, made 
offers of united front demonstrations and 
action to the leadership, the Social Dem- 
ocratic Party there. The yellow social- 
ists refused to accept the offers. The 
result was a tremendous increase of the 
Communist vote in Berlin. Brandenburg 
at tiie expense of (he social democracy 
in the Reichstag elections of July 31. 

Now is not the time to gloat over elec- 
tion gains. The struggle is proceeding 
in tiie streets. The lessons of Berlin- 
Brandenburg show the absolute correct- 
ness of the Left Opposition's demands. 
The Communists must repeatedly and 
constantly put the social democratic lead- 
ers on the carpet They must push them 
to the wall on every available occasion. 
Their masks must bo torn from their 
faces at every new step! The Com- 
munist Party of Germany must concen- 
trate all its attention upon this task, it 
must speak out loudly in correction of 
the past mistakes. It must gain the full 
confidence of the workers by a frank and 
open change in policy from the top to 
the bottom. That is the way to estab- 
lish thfs fighting, united front o* the 
Class for revolutionary action. 

The silence of the Stalinist leadership 
of the Communist International, of the 
American party must be broken. Work- 
ers, revolutionists, bombard your Com 
munlst party and revolutionary organiza- 
tions with demands that the Comintern 
speak out, that the Soviet leadership give 
its message In this hour of need to the 
working class of the world that! the 
Communist Party of Germany act de- 
cisively ! 

Demand the complete and open adop- 
tion of the Leninist United Front ! De- 
mand that the Communist Party of Ger- 
many put the reformist leaders to the 
tost in action! The day of big battle* 
is right at hand. 

United working class action of the 
Communist and social democratic organi- 
zations must be posed in an International 
manner : a most intimate and concrete 
collaboration between the German work- 
ing flass and the U. S. S. R. 

Upon such a basis the working class 
of the world will be rallied against re- 
action. Unity in action will make the 
workers' front invincible. There is the 
way to defeat Fascism. There lies the 
road to proletarian victory. 

Workers, show your international sol- 
idarity ! 

Long live the World Revolution! 

Communist League of 

America (Section of the 

International Left Opposition) 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE. 



Nine Years of Struggle of the Left Opposition 

The Burning Questions of Bonapartism 
and Therm id or 



History is rich in analogy and analogy 
is rich in instruction. The events of 
the day have their roots in the events of 
yesterday and the one can best be under- 
stood by understanding the other and 
making comparisons. And while event* 
do not repeat themselves in the same 
manner, but under new conditions and 
with new social forces and people work- 
ing to produce them, it is nevertheless 
true that only by knowing, how to utilize 
the method of analogy can the processes 
of historical development be best under- 
stood. 

In utilizing this method, one must of 
course know not only its great scope 
but also its limits. That it is sometimes 
abused is an argument only against the 
abuse of it. If It is rejected out of 
hand, then history has only the moat 
narrowly academic significance. Every 
event must then be approached as if it 
were entirely unique, entirely dissimilar 
from anything that ever went before It, 
entirely disconnected from our yester- 
days, approached as if we were blind 
men groping for something without the 
benefit of the light thrown upon out of 
the past. Not only does such an ap- 
proach make today unnecessarily difficult 
to understand, but it renders impossible 
an analysis of what tomorrow w'll bring. 
Two Great Revelations 

An analogy, invaluable for an under- 
standing of the powerful forces at work 
in the Soviet Union, is offered us when 
the Russian revolution is compared to 
the great Freneh revolution of the eight- 



there is no mystic, automatic guarantee 
that the Russian revolution cannot meet 
with the same tragic defeat that was 
suffered by the Jacobins in France. To 
proclaim such a religious doctrine, which 
is foreign to the objective Martian 
spirit, is in reality to drug the revolu- 
tion into a spirit of false security and 
to facilitate the operation of the forces 
inimical to its preservation. 

The Ninth of Thermidor (July 27, 
1794) was the day on which the revolu- 
tionary Jacobins, Robespierre, Saint- 
Just, Couth on, Lebas — -"the Bolsheviks 
of the French revolution"— were over- 
thrown by a combination of the Right 
wing Jacobins, the vaeillators and the 
royalist reaction. The guillotine which 
sent the 21 Jacobin intransigeants to their 
death the next morning amid the In- 
sulting ories of the counter-revolutionary 
mob, thenceforth bit no longer into the 
reaction. On the contrary, the epoch of 
the Therm idorlan Reaction was opened 



It was accomplished to all external ap- oncd and banished, as "counter-revolu. 
pearances virtually under the same old tiouists". Could an analogy be more 
flag, with the old watchwords scarcely [ startling? In a report he made on the 



altered. No claim was 
negade Jacobins to any 
change; they pretended only— and many 
of them, no doubt, in all sincerity— that 
they were purging the revolution of a 
"few isolated individuals", of a "few 
aristocrats" who were undermining the 
united fatherland. In faet, the wretched 
Jacobins who had moved far away to the 
Right, ever eloser to the Gironde, to 
the "Marsh", continued to write on the 
morning after the execution of Robes- 
pierre that "we have exterminated a 
handful ot individuals who disturbed the 
tranquility of the party ; now that they 
are dead, the revolution will finally 
triumph". 

In its manifesto to the people of the 
revolution a ry fatherland, issued after the 
execution of Robespierre, the Convention 
declared: "Citizens, in the midst of the 
brilliant victories gained over the for- 
eign foe, a new peril threatens the Re- 
public . . . The work of the Convention 
will remain fruitless, the valor of the 
army will lose all its meaning, if the 



laid by the re- : Convention which condemned the Left 
fundamental ' wing Jacobins, Brival, one of the Right 



wingers, said : 

"The intriguers, the counter-revolution- 
ists who covered themselves with the 
toga of patriotism, sought to destroy lib- 
erty, the Convention has decided to put 
them under arrest ; these representatives 
arc Robespierre, Couthon, Saint-Just, 
Lebas, Robespierre the Younger." 

Do not all these one hundred and fifty 
year-old words and acts have an astound, 
ingly modern ring? The "counter- revolu- 
tionists" the "few individuals", the 
"malevolent aristocrats.", the "royalist 
agents" (In those days they were the 
"agents of Pitt" just as they are today 
the "agents of Chamberlain"!) — do these 
designations require much change to be- 
come Identical with the slanders direct- 
ed against the Left Opposition today? 
Reasons for Thermidor 

The Thermidorlan reaction in France 
was made possible by a degeneration and 
corruption of the revolutionary party 
of that time— the Jacobin clubs. It was 
facilitated by the yearning for "peace 
of Certain sections of 



citizens hesitate to choose between the 

fatherland and a few isolated individu- j and tranquility" 

als Hearken to the voice ot the father, the people and above all the politicians, 

up, climaxed five and a half years la'tTr land, do not take your place in the ranks wearied of revolutionary struggle, who 

by the triumphant ascension to power <* the malevolent aristocrats and the were moving away to the Right. It 

enemies of the people, and you shall gained impulsion from the pressure of 

once more save the fatherland'!" royalists and reactionaries who had 

The "isolated individuals" to whom adapted themselves to revolutionary ^cus- | tionary party.^ It has been deprived of 

they referred were those who sought to 



of Bonapartism, the Eighteenth Brunalro 
of the ex-sansculotte, Napoleon. 

The whole Thermidorian epoch is one 
of such sterility, such degeneration, such 
shame, that it is generally skipped over 
by historians, both revolutionary and 
conservative. Mlchelet as well as Krop. 
otkln bring their histories of the revolu- 
tion to an end witti the Ninth of Ther- 
midor. Yet this epoch of degradation is 
replete with illuminating lessons. 

Thermidor is not the counter-re volu. 



eenth century. It is true that we live 1 Hon as it is ordinarily referred to— the 



in a different epoch, that the Russian 
revolution is proletarian, that it has at 
its disposal far more vigorous and sub- 
stantial forces to maintain its victory 
to the end than did the revolution of 
1793-1794. But history, observed Lenin, 
"■wa degenerations of all sorts, and 



naked, open counter-revolution of Nap- 
oleon, of Chiang Kai-Shek, of Korniiov. 
The Thermidorian transference of power 
to another class was accomplished by 
Jacobins, in the name of "true" Jacob. 
Inism, of the true revolution, presum- 
ably to save the revolution from its foes. 



tion of Robespierre with, let us say, the 
exiling of Trotsky, who hunts for iden- 
tical occurrences and individuals in the 
two revolutions, will not only hunt in 
vain but will have missed the point en- 
tirely. At the head of the Russian rev- 
olution stands a proletariat, not a petty 
bourgeoisie mixed with artisans and a 
still amorphous working class. In the 
leadership stands a revolutionary Marx- 
ian party, steeped in proletarian revolu- 
tionary traditions, not an immature mot- 
ley of Jacobin clubs. After the French 
revolution, a counter-revolutionary class 
took power which was able to -rise and 
even to play a progressive role. The Rus- 
sian revolution takes place in an epoch 
of the decay of world capitalism, when 
the leadership of the proletarian alone 
is progressive and can. bring humanity I 
forward. Factors like these form the | 
limits of the analogy. But they do not 
eliminate it. 

The Bolshevik party today is not the 
party which took power in October 1917. 
It has experienced a period of social and 
political reaction since the revolutionary 
wave broke on the defeat of the German 
October in 1923. Its doctrine has been 
sapped at the foundation, distorted and 
corroded: It has been swollen into a 
vast, shapeless mass by having hundreds 
of thousands of indiscriminately com- 
manded workers and peasants poured into 
its ranks until it lost that distinctness 
and Independence essential to a revolu- 



preserve the real essence of the revolu- 
tios, who responded the interests of the 
nethermost social classes against the 
onslaught of the bourgeoisie, the royal- 
ists, the counter-revolution. 

"Their enemies," writes the historian, 
Aulard, "were not content with having 
killed Robespierre and his friends; they 
calumniated them by depicting them to 
the eyes of France as royalists as people 
who had sold out to the foreigners." 

The unwitting Thermidor ians, the 
Right wing Jacobins who were blazing 
the trail for the genuinely counter-rev- 
olutionary Bonapartist dictatorship, de- 
nounced the men they executed, impris- 



toms and speech to just the extent re- its principal functions by a usurpatory, 
quired by the times to save their hides bureaucratic apparatus, which raised it- 
from the wrath of the rising classes.' self above it and replaced it. Its revolu- 
The weak-kneed among the revolutionists tionary wing has been torn from it vio- 
yielded to the social pressure of the lently by the Thermidorian expulsions of 
cunning among the reactionaries. The the Left Opposition. For the free inter- 
latter staked their cards upon the Right play of forces which can be controlled 
wing of the Jacobins to destroy th# Left and checked by a trained party mass, 
wing, and in the period of reaction which has been substituted the manipulations 
followed, all that remained of Jacobinism of the apparatus which is itself manlpul- 
was destroyed and the Directory gave ated, helplessly at times, by alien social 
way to the naked and frank dictatorship forces pursuing their reactionary class 
of Napoleon. , , , , aims through the channels of this ap- 

Ruch a process has been at work in paratus. A Thermidorian corrosion has 
the Soviet Union for many years now. boon eating away the vital organs of the 
The pedant who seeks an analogy of party, and paralyzed it. (To be con- 
personalities, who identifies the exe'eu. tinued) —MAX SHACIITMAN. 



After the German Elections 

(Continued from page 1) 4 

still lies ahead of us. 

Tho Fascist bands are murdering work- 
ers, revolutionists in the streets of Ger- 
many. Raids are taking place on the 
Communist headquarters in town and 
hamlet The leading pifjisitariim milt- 
tants are masssacred by Hitler's Brown 
Shirt assassins (remember Koenigs- 
berg!). The white terror is in full swing. 
From his Munich citadel, the German 
Mussolini is planning the march on 
Berlin. 

The economic crisis tears on unabated. 
The ranks of the unemployed are still 
swelling. The productive apparatus of 
German capitalism is choking in its own 
vise. Utter subjugaton of the wage 
slaves— that is the slogan of the German 
bourgeoisie. That Is why capital- 

ism In Germany depends for its life on 
the daggers of Fascism, directed against 
the German proletariat. 

Fascist Demands 

The Fascists are demanding the sup- 
pression of the Communist party al- 
ready. Von Schleicher, the de facto 
dictator of the Reich, the man who con- 
trols its military, is reaching out a 
hand to his Fascist friends, to help them 
into power. Civil war, war against the 
working class is on already. Fascism 
in power can and will only legalize it, 
unfurl It In full and extend It to the 
borders of the Soviet Union with th« 
aid of the world imperialists. 

The Hitlerite coup d'Ktat — the form, 
whether "legal" or open, is of secondary 
importance— is the threat of the hour. 
The establishment of the fighting unity 
Of the German proletariat Is a question 
of do or die. United working class ac- 
tion against Fascism can and must be 
achieved. The task of achieving it rests 
upon the shoulders of the German Com- 
munist Party alone. 

The lesson of Perl in- Brandenburg fore- 
bodes success for the Communists in the 
application of the Leninist united front 
tactic. The Leninist tactic must be car- 
ried out in full. Not partially, not in 
isolated cases, but all over and every- 
where. Not only in Berlin-Bra ndonburg, 
but on a national scale. Not once, but 
at every step and stage. The social 
democratic betrayers only last week urged 
"order and discipline" upon their fol- 
lowers, urged them to "concentrate upon 
the elections". The elections have solved 
nothing for the workers and they know 
it. The influence of social democracy In 
the German working class has been 
shaken as never hefoic. For the work- 
ers realize that determined ciass action, 
militant and forceful, is the demand of 
the hour. — S. G. 
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Hands off Rosa Luxemburg 



by LEON 
TROTSKY 



Stalin's .arUcle, "On ^..Q^ Rep | y ^ fa SUnderC!^ of 



In the History of Bolshevism' 
me after much delay. After receiving it, 
(or a long time I eoultf not force my- 
self to read it, for such literature sticks 
In one's throat like saw-dust or mashed j 
bristles. But still havng finally read It, 
I came to the conclusion that one cannot 
ignore this performance, if only because 
there is included in it a vile and bare, 
faced calumny about Kosa Luxemburg. 
This great revolutionist is enrolled by 
Stalin into the camp of Centrlsm! He 
proves— not proves, o£ course, but asserts 
—that Bolshevism from the day of its 
inception held to tire line of a split with 
the Kautsky Center, while Rosa Luxem- 
burg during the time sustained Kautsky 
from the Left. I quote his own words, 
"Long before the war, from about 1903- 
1904 when the Bolshevik group had form- 
ed in Russia and when Lefts first made 
themselves heard in the German social 
democracy, Lenin took the course to- 
ward a break, a split with the oppor- 
tunists both at home, in the Russian so- 
cial democratic party, and abroad in the 
H international, and the German Social 
Democracy in particular." That this, 
could not be uchieved was due 



Revolutionist 



however, 



sary organizational conclusions. It Is 
not to be gainsaid that Rosa Luxemburg 
did not pose the question of the struggle 
against Centriam with the requisite com- 
leteness,— in this advantages were entire- 
ly on Lenin's side. But between October 
IMU, when Lenin wrote about Juuius's 
pamphlet, and 1903, when Bolshevism had 
/its inception, there is a lapse of thirteen 
years; in the course of the major part 
of this period Rosa Luxemburg was to 
be found In the Opposition to the Kaut- 
sky and Bebel C. C, and her fight against 
tile formal, pedantic, and rotten-at-the- 
core "radicalism" of Kautsky took on an 
ever increasingly sharp character. 

Lenin did not participate in thin fight 
and did not support Kosa Luxemburg up 
to 1914. Passionately absorbed in Rus- 
sian affairs, he preserved extreme cau- 
tion in international matters. In Lenin's 
eyes Bebel and Kautsky stood immeasur- 
ably higher as revolutionists than in the 



eyes of Rosa Luxemburg, who observed 
entirely to the fact that "the Left social lhcm flt c i 08er - range, in action, and who 
democrats in the II International, and waK mucn more directly subjected to the 
first of ail, in the German social dem- ' atmosphere of German politics, 
ocracy composed a weak and impotent The cap i tulatiou 0I the German social 
group . - - that was fearful even of Xit- democracy on August 4 was entirely al- 
tering aloud the word, break, split. 0lpecte(i bj Lenin. It is well known Kautsky, especially in 1910-1914, an tm- 
Such is the basic formulation of the arti- fta( . tne lssue of tne yorwaerts w tth the portant, place was occupied by the cpies- 



she long ago understood that Kautsky 
had the highly developed 'servility of a 
theoretician' ..." Lenin hastens here 
to recognize that "verity 1 ' which he did 
not see formerly, 'or which, at least, he 
did not recognize fully on Rosa Luxem- 
burg's side. 

Such are the chief chronological guide- 
posts of the questions, which are at the 
same time important guide-posts of 
Lenin's political biography. The fact la 
indubitable that his ideological orbit is 
represented by a continually rising curve. 
But this only means that Lenin Waj? not 
born Lenin full-fledged, as he Is pictured 
by the slavering daubers of the "divine", 
but that he made himself Lenin. Lenin 
ever extended his horizons, he learned 
from others and daily drew himself to 
a higher plane than was his own yester- 
day. In this perseverance, in this stub- 
born resolution of a continual spiritual 
growth over his own self did his heroic 
spirit find its expression. If Lenin in 
1903 had understood and formulated ev- 
erything that was required for the coming 
times, then the remainder of his life 
would have consisted oniy of reiterations. 
In reality this was not at all the case. 
Stalin simply stamps the Stalinist im- 
print on Lenin and coins him into the 
petty small-change of . numbered adages. 
LUXEMBURG'S STRUGGLE 
AGAINST KAUTSKY 

la Rosa Luxemburg's struggle against 



theoretical biography of Lenin. In the 
autumn of 1826, at the time of our col- 
lective work over the platform of the 
Left Opposition, Radek showed Kamenev, 
Zinoviev and myself— probably also to 
other comrades as well — a letter of Lenin 
to him (1911?) which consisted of the de- 
fence of Kautsky's position against the 
criticism of the German Lefts. In ac 
cordance with the regulation passed by 
the G. C. Radek, like all others, should 
have delivered this letter to the Lenin 
Institute. But fearful lest it be hidden, 
if not destroyed in the Stalinist factory 
of fabrications, Radek decided on pre 
serving the letter till some more oppor- 
tune time. One cannot deny that there 
was some foundation to Radek's attitude. 
At present, however, Radek himself has— 
though not very responsible still quite an 
active — part in the work of producing 
political forgeries. Suffice it to recall 
that Radek, who in distinction to Stalin 
is acquainted with the history of Marx- 
ism, and who, at any rate, knows this 
letter of Lenin, found it possible to make 
a public statement of his solidarity with 
the insolent evaluation placed by Stalin 
on Rosa Luxemburg. The circumstance 
that Radek acted thereupon under Yaro- 
slavsky's rod does not mitigate his guilt, 
for only despicable slaves can renounce 
the principles of Marxism in the name of 
the principles of the rod. 

However the matter we are concerned 
witii relates not to the personal charac- 
terization of Radek but to the fate of 
Lenin's letter. What happened to it? 
Is Radek hiding it even now from the 
Lenin Institute? Hardly. Most prob- 
ably, he entrusted it, where It should 



Fascism -U.S. & German 

It Was Discovered in U. 5. and Ignored Where It Really Was 



It is not correct to assume that the 
petty bourgeoisie, which formed the bulk 
of the troops of Fascism in Italy and 
Germany at its inception, are automatic- 
ally guaranteed to support s-uch. a move- 
ment elsewhere, always and from the 
very outset. Fascism, attaining power 
in Italy, very swiftly demonstrated that 
the desperate hopes placed In it by the 
petty bourgeoisie as a defense against 
the big bourgeoisie, were grounded in 
nothing substantial. Mussolini very soon 
revealed the elementary political truth of 
the present epoch in particular : the petty 
bourgeoisie can play no independent 
role: it lollows either the big bourgeoisie 
or the proletariat. In Italy, Fascism is 
the instrument of naked rule by the 



sword of the industrialists and the large crisis conferences has grown a powerful 



Lenin 

"Two 

"When 



cle. beginning with 1903, the Bolsheviks 
stood for. a break not only with the 
Right but also with the Kautsky Center ; 
white Rosa was afraid even to mention 
openly the world "split". 
STALIN'S IGNORANCE OF 
PARTY HISTORY 

To put forward such an assertion, one 
must be absolutely ignorant of the toa- 
ster y of one's own party, and first of all, 
of Lenin's ideological course. There a 
not a single word of truth In Stalin s 
point of departure. In 1903-1904, Lento 
was indeed, an irreconcilable foe of op- 
portunism in the German social dem- 
ocracy But he considered as opportun- 
ism only the revisionist trend, which 
was led theoretically by Bernstein. 

Kautskv at the time was to be found 
fighting against Bernstein. Leom cw- 
*Uu*L Kautsky as hfe teacher and 
stressed tfiis everywhere he could In 
Iain's work of that period, as well for 
a number of years following, one must 
find «ven a trace of criticism in prin- 
ciple directed against the trend of Bebel- 
Kautsky. Instead one finds a series of 
declarations to the effect that Bolshevism 
is not some sort of an independent trend, 
but is only a translation into the lang- 
uage of Russian conditions of the trend 
of liebel-Kautsky. Here is what 
wrote in his famous pamphlet, 
TacUcs", in the middle of 1900, 
and where did I call the revolutionism 
of Bebel and Kautsky 'opportunism ? 
When and where did any divergences 
come out into the open between me on 
the one hand and Bebel and Kautsky? 
The complete solidarity of the inter- 
national revolutionary social- democracy 
in all major questions of program and 
ttfcttc is an incontrovertible fact." 
Lenin's words are so clear, precise, and 
categorical as to entirely exhaust the 
question. 

A year and a half later, on December 
7 1906 Lenin wrote, in the aitiele "The 
Crisis of Menshevism", ". - -From the 
very first (see "One Step Forward. Two 
Steps Backwards") we affirmed that we 
are not creating any special sort of Bol- 
shevist' tendency ; we only take our stand 
everywhere and at all times In defense 
of the point of view of the revolutionary 
social democracy. And within the social 
democracy, right up to the social revolu- 
tion, there will inevitably be an oppor- 
tunistic and a revolutionary wing." 

Speaking of Menshevism, as the op- 
portunistic wing of the social democracy 
Lenin compared the Mensheviks not witb 
Kaiutskyism but with revisionism 
Moreover he looked upon Bolshevism as 
the Russian form of Kautskyism, which 
in liis eyes was In that period identical 
with Marxism. The passage we have 
Just quoted shows, incidentally, that 
Lenin did not at all stand absolutely for 
a Split with the opportunists ; he not only 
admitted but also considered "inevitable" 
the existence of the revisionists in the 
social democracy right up to the social 
revolution. 

Two weeks later, on December 20, 1906, 
Lenin greeted enthusiastically Kautsky's 
answer to Piekhanov's questionaire on 
the character of the Russian revolution, 
"What we have claimed — that our fight 
for the position of revolutionary social- 
democracy against opportunism, is in no 
manner whatsoever the creation of some 
'original' Bolshevist tendency — has been 
completely confirmed by Kautsky. ..." 

Within these limits, I trust, the ques- 
tion is absolutely clear. According to 
Stalin, Lenin, even from 1903, had de- 
manded a break in Germany with the op- 
portunists, not only of the Right wing 
< Bernstein) but also of the Left (Kaut 
sky). Whereas in December, 1906, Lenin 
as we see was proudly pointing out to 
Plekhanov and the Mensheviks that the 
trend of Kautsky in Germany and the 
trend of Bolshevism in Russia were — 
identical. Such is part one of Stalin's 



patriotic declaration of the social dem- tt ons f wai . p militarism and pacifism, 
ocratic faction was taken by Lenin to be Kautsky defended the reformist program, 



a forgery by the German staff. Only af- 
ter he was absolutely convinced of the 
awful truth, did he subject to revision 
his evaluation of the basic tendencies 
o£ the German social democracy, and 
while so doing, he performed that task 
iu the Leninist manner, i. e., he finished 
it off once for all. 

On October 27, 1914, Lenin wrote to 
A. Schllapnikov, "... I hate and. despise 
Kautsky now more than all the rest, the 
filthy, vile and self-satisfied brood of 
hypocrisy . . . R. Luxemburg was right, 
she long ago understood* that Kautsky 
had the highly developed 'servility of a 
theoretician' — to put it more plainly, he 
was ever a flunkey, a flunkey to the ma- 
jority of the party, a flunkey to oppor- 
tunism." (Leninist Anthology, Vol. II, 
page 200, (my emphass). 

Were there no other documents (and 
there are hundreds), these few lines 
alon« could not unmistakably clarify the 
history of the question. Lenin tleemed it 
necessary at the end of 1914 to inform 
one of the colleagues closest to him at 
the time, that "now", at the present 
moment, today, in contradistinction to 
the past, he "hates and despises" Kaut- 
sky. The sharpness of the phrase is 
an unmistakable indication of the extent 



landowners. Nor could it be otherwise. 
This disappointment of the illusions of 
the petty bourgeoisie causes many of 
them, particularly in other countries, to 
develop a certain hostility towards Fasc- 
ism, which they envisage, and with 
a certain jus tl Ilea tion as the betrayer of 
their hopes for relief from the upper 
and nether millstones of the class strug- 
gle. 

This hostility we see manifested In a 
small measure by the cries of fear utter- 
ed in this country by typical spokesmen 
for the petty bourgeoisie. In the United 
States, so thoroughly dominated by 



limitations of armaments, international 
court, etc. Rosa Luxemburg fought de- 
cisively against this program as illusory. 
On this question, Lenin was In some 
doubt, but at a certain period he stood 
closer to Kautsky than to Rosa Luxem- 
burg. From conversations at the time 
with Lenin I recall that the following] 



be entrusted, as a tangible proof of an monopolist capitalism, the crisis has been 
Intangible devotion. And what lay in extremely severe for the middle class 
store for the letter thereafter? Is It pre-: citizen. The goliath of bureaucratic gov- 
served in Stalin's personal archives' eminent, arch -representative of big cap- 
alongside with the documents that com-l i£ai - looras before him like some mon- 
promlse his closest colleagues? Or Is It = trcms nightmare. At every repressive 
destroyed as many other most precious 1 measure taken by the executive commit- 
docuraents of the party's past have been tt!e ° f the sovereign class, our petty 



destroyed? 

WHERE IS LENIN'S LETTER 
TO RADEK? 

In any case there cannot be even the 



argument of Kautsky made a great lm-j shadow of a political reason for the con- 

pression .upon him: Just as in domestic eealment of a. letter written two decades 

questions, reforms are products of the ago on a question that holds now only! 

revolutionary class struggle, so Id fat«r-!*o historical Interest. But It is precise^' identity" has unfolded la surprising. 



bourgeois burgher utters a shriek of ter- 
ror: "Fascism is growing in the United 
States i The government Is turning 
Fascist! There is a Mussolini in the 
■White House!" 

Dewey's Theory 

The extent to which this "mistake in 



national relationships it Is posibl* to 
fight for and to gain certain guarantee* 
( "reforms" ) by means of the interna- 
tional class struggle. Lenin considered 
it entirely possible to support this posi- 
tion of Kautsky, provided that he, after 
the polemic with Rosa Luxemburg, turn- 
ed upon the Rights (Noske and Co.). I 
do not undertake now to say from mem- 
ory to what extent this circle of ideas 
found its expression in Lenin's articles: 
the question would require a particular- 



ly the historical value ot the letter that John Dewey, the pathetic figure who Is 
li exceptionally great. It shows Lenin] seeking to organize a third party of 
as he really was, and not as be is being liberalism, rarely misses an opportunity 
recreated In their own semblance and to give vent to his theory about the 
Image by the bureaucratic dunderheads, growing movement of American Fascism, 
who pretend to infallibility. We ask, The Nation and the New Republic echo 
where is Lenin's letter to Radek? him. along the whole scale of their feeble 
Lenin's letter must be where It belongs! tones. The plagiarist par- excellence frcm 
Put it on the table of the party and ' the ideas of liberalism, social democracy 
of the Comintern ! I and Stalinism, A. J. Muste, sings the 

If one were to take the disagreements same song of dread. Norman Thomas 
between Lenin and Rosa Luxemburg In ' « cl1 the other member of the American 



ly careful analysis. Neither can I take their entirety, then the historical cor- ' socialist priesthood are of course also 



upon myself to assert from memory how 
soon Lenin's doubts on this question were 
settled. In any case they found their 
expression not only in conversations but 
also In correspondence. One of these let- 
ters Is in the possession of Karl Radek. 
I deem it necessary to supply on this 



to which Kautsky betrayed Lenin's hopes qucst;olt evi d e nce as a witness in order 
and expectations. No less vivid is the t attempt in this manner to save an 
second phrase "R. Luxemburg was right, exceptionally valuable document for the 



rectness is unconditionally on Lenin's t found in this motley chorus, 
side. But this does not exclude the fact | But this inability to make a dlstinc- 
that in certain questions, and during tion between the growth of repressive 
definite periods Rosa Luxemburg was measures against the working class, vio- 



ately followed by the futile conferences 
held by Hoover, the big industrialists 
and labor leaders, the Daily Worker 
suddenly announced that "the Commun- 
ist Party and the most conscious sec- 
tions of the working class — which more 
and more recognize the Communist party 
as their leader in all present-day strug- 
gles—accept the challenge of Hoover's 
National Fascist Council" (November 23, 
1929). This in the leading editorial. 
And to make cleur the extent to which 
the Stalinists considered that Fascism 
bad already established its sway in this 
country, it was announced four days 
later, •under the headline "Big Fascist 
Body Aimed at Workers— Act as Govern, 
merit", that "Out of the White House 



correct as against Lenin. In any case, 
the disagreements despite their import- 
ance, and at times — -their extreme sharp- 
ness, developed on the bases of revolu- 
tionary proletarian policies common to 
them both. (To be concluded). 



The Socialist Party and Unemployment 



The Socialist party has written In 
some forty pla»ks into its election pro- 
gram. Its promises run all the way 
from the abolition of child labor to 
"planned production and social control". 
The Socialist party la the party of grad- 
ualness, According to this conception 
they expect to gain all their demands, 
■excluding the very last one, and then 
the capitalist system will have been so 
greatly reformed, that its abolition will 
be a mere triviality. In this, the Hill- 
quits claim, resides the "realism" of 
their program as opposed to the '"fana- 
ticism" of the Communists. But the 
TCry "realistic" German social dem- 
ocracy, the blood relations of the party 
of Thomas, Oneal and Lee have pursued 
their realistic program to the very end. 
And where has it led them? Into the 
camp of the road makers for Hitler's 
brown shirted hordes. 

The 8. P. Program 

The Socialist party haB a "bold" pro- 
gram on unemployment. They advocate 
social insurance, the six hour day — five 
day week, as measures to relieve the 
suffering of the jobless. And they say 
further that the curse of unemployment 
is due to the capitalist system and will 
not be eradicated until the system itself 
is done away with. The economic crisis 
works wonders on the physiognomy of 
political parties. It gives the democratic 
party marks of resemblance to the social- 
ist party, and makes the socialist party 
look somewhat like the Communists. But 
this is more apparent than real. All 
these parties have their specific place 
and specific function. The Communist 
party is the party of the working class, 
of the proletarian revolution. The so- 
cialist party is the third capitalist party 
which the bosses call upon when their 
old standbys have proven unequal to the 
task. This is easily proven, not by ths 
radical-sounding words lit their platform 
— the treacherous leaders of the S. P. 
are past masters at this trade — but by 
their deeds which always hurl the lie 
right back into their very £Hb mouths. 
How are the unemployed to attain so- 
cial Insurance, and the shorter work 
week, according to the S. P.? By strug- 



gle? By mass action to force the capi- 
excurslon Into the ideological history of &.]$& c i a ss to grant them these burn- 



Bolshevism. Our investigator's scrupu- 
lousness and his knowledge rest on the 
same plane l 
LENIN AND 
LUXEMBURG 

Directly after his assertion regarding 
1003-1904, Stalin makes a leap to 1916 
and refers to Lenin's sharp criticism of 
the war pamphlet by Junius, I. e., Rosa 
Luxemburg. To be sure, In that period 
Lenin had already declared war to the 
finish against Kautskyism, having 



Ing necessities? No, heavens no! That's 
a Bolshevik method, and we Americans 
disdain to use Imported Russian tactics. 
We stand by the constitution or the U. 
S., vote for us, and you, the workers, 
will get everything that your heart de. 
sires. Thus the Socialist party through- 
out Its history — in place of action, the 
holy paper of the ballot box. This, in 
Itself, constitutes outright treason to 
the working class. It Is a trick to lull 
the workers into satisfied slumber" all 



drawn from his criticism all the neces- year round and to rely solely upon the 



franchise on election day. 

When, in the history of the labor 
movement In this or any country, has 
the capitalist class granted the workers 
one single thing except where they have 
been forced into it by mass pressure? 
The ballot box did not get even one iota 
of consideration. Why, the very right 
to vote for the expropriated masses was 
achieved through the force of working 
class power. The eight hour day was 
not attained by voting one party In and 
another out The struggles that finally 
secured the eight hour day for the Am- 
erican workers, (one of the brightest 
pages in U. S. labor history) constitute 
tke greatest denial of this fake teaching. 
Meaning of Ballot Bex 

The capitalist class well understands 
the significance of the ballot box. Votes 
are a clue to the strength of a party, 
but they do not indicate that the voters 
are anything else but a discontented, 
passive mass. It is strikes, demonstra- 
tions and huge movements that make the 
capitalist class sit up and take notice. 
The S. P. fears to embark upon this 
course. Thus, as an avowed party of 
reform, It can never gain any reforms 
at all 

But, if one wants further proof as to 
the real meaning of the promise of the 
S. P. for unemployment insurance and 
relief, he has only to look to Europe. 
There the Socialist parties have already 
had the honor to serve the bourgeoisie. 
In governmental capacity. 

In Great Britain the last Set of the 
late "labor" government Is indicative of 
this fact. Faced by a growing deficit 
in the budget, the McDonald-Henderson 
cabinet decided to save the capitalists 
from bankruptcy. How? By eliminating 
the allowance to the parasitic royal fam- 
ily? Oh, no! The Labour party leaders 
are the 'umble servants of his Majesty 
George V. No, their method was to 
place this burden on the shoulder of the 
proletariat, by cutting trtelr already 
paltry dole. 

We have even a more glaring Irutanc* 
la Germany. There the criminal leaders 
ot the German S. D„ on pretext that 
Bruenlng was preventing the advent of 
Fascism slashed the unemployment insur- 
ance several times, in the notorious emer- 
gency decrees. Thomas is shouting aloud 
about Fascism being prepared for Amer- 
ica today. This Is laughable. But the 
workers can rest assured that when 
Fascism actually threatens, he will bow 
his knee before the American Bruenlng. 

But the Socialist party says that capi- 
talism Is the cause of unemployment 
They propose the abolition of the sys- 
tem—by the ballot box. No forcible 
confiscation of property— they promise to 
the fearful petty bourgeoisie. When will 
they "abolish" the capitalist system? 



Only when they get a parliamentary 
majority. The nearest the S. P. will get 
to this "revolutionary" act Is to hold 
the reins of government for the bosses. 
Today they are already In the saddle 
In the city of Milwaukee. The same evic- 
tions and police terror against the un- 
employed reigns in Milwaukee as in any 
city controlled by the democratic and 
the Republican parties. This is a sign- 
post for the futuie. If the Republican 
and Democratic parties are outspoken 
representatives of Wall St., the Social- 
ist party is its concealed, demagogic, 
radical.tongued servitor. And as such 
it is all the more dangerous to the 
working class in its straggle for eman- 
cipation. A vote for the Communist 
party is an indication that you ' are 
aware of the heinous role of the S. P. 

—CLARKE. 



lence and brutality used against it. on 
the one hand, and on the other hand 
Fascism^ that Is, the naked rule of the 
bourgeois dictatorship in wlilch every 
fragment of the democratic raiment of 
capitalism has been ripped off com- 
pletely, including the most elementary 
rights of the working class movement — 
does not originate with Dewey, Muste 
and Thomas. In this country, it is the 
contribution to political science made by 
the Daily Worker and its party directors. 

The announcement that there is not 
.merely a powerful Fascist movement 
already in existence in this country, but 
that it has virtually taken over the 
government, is an extravaganza origin- 
ally displayed for the instruction of the 
American workers by Stalinism. In the 
light of the uninterrupted series of blun- 
ders made by the German party leaders 
In relation to Hitlerism in Germany, the 
theory of the American party leaders 
stands out in all the bolder stupidity — 
a striking revelation of the studied In- 
competency of the present-day leadership 
(save the mark) of the International. 

Almost three years ago, with the out- 
break of the crisis which was immedl- 
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With Germany on the edge of the volcano that threatens to erupt at 
any moment, Leon Trotsky's penetrating analysis of what is next on 
the order of the day in Germany is the most timely revolutionary 
document of the moment. It is priced so low for a quick sale. Order 
your copy now ! 
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Fascist organization . . . Hoover and Ids 
cohorts And the usual 'democratic' mach- 
inery of Uie capitalist state iiiadecfuate 

to meet the onrush of the growing crisis 
and have created this new, more facile 
muchine to take over the most important 
f mictions of the capitalist- govsTiuucnt 
at the present time . . . Tito Fascist 
nature of the itgrurian-imperialist-'Iabov' 
body makes it more useful to the capital- 
ists tiiati their existing state maclginery" 
(November 80, 1920.) 

Fascism Is the Government in U. S.! 

If the English language has any mean- 
ing at all, the Daily Worker whs seeking 
to convey to its readers the idea that 
the "ordinary democratic" state mach- 
inery of the bourgeoisie was no longer 
serviceable to it and that a Fascist coun- 
cil was now acting as the government. 

Another few days later, a headline an- 
nounced that "Congress Takes Rack 
Seat For Fascist Council", aiid the arti- 
cle read : "Congress, which meets next 
week, will be merely an appendage to the 
new Fascist, capitalist grouping, Hoover 
will act as the executive of the Fascist 
economic council, and attempt very lit- 
tle through Congress In the present 
crisis" (December 2, 1920). "Organiza- 
tion is rapidly growing," boasted the 
Worker on December 5, "to meet the 
threatened drives of Hoover's Fascist 
state apparatus." 

Plainer speech could not be asked for. 
A Fascist council had been organized in 
America. It was already the state ap- 
paratus. The "iusual democratic" Con- 
gress was "merely an appendage to the 
new Fascist, capitalist grouping". TrL 
umphant Italian Fascism has not achiev- 
ed very much more than this In order 
to establish the dictatorship of, the 
Black Shirts. 

In England Too! 
But not merely in the United States, 
With the boldness of conception and 
sweep that characterizes genius and in- 
sanity alike, the Daily Worker proceeded 
to overrun Great Britain as well with 
its brand of Fascism-tu rued -out -on-the- 
fditorial-typewriter-while-yoti-wait. On 
December 5, 1029, a news story a.inounc. 
ed "the swift transformation of Mac- 
Donald's government into Fascism thin- 
ly disguised as a 'Council 'of State' to 
meet the economic emergency'. The edit- 
orial writer on the first page of the 
same issue (about three years ago, re- 
member! -what foresight! What pro- 
phetic gifts!): "Following the example 
of Its world-rival, the United -States, the 
British capitalist class has begun organ- 
izing for an open i'asclst dictatorship 
to replace the famous British 'democracy' 
. . . Hamsay MaeDonald's and the 'Labor' 
"arty's function Is precisely to prepare 
the way for the open Fascist dictator- 
ship in England." 

But enough is enough. Even an ordin- 
ary doctor, not to speak or an intelligent 
Communist, knows that the stomach can 
stand just so much and no more. In 
November-December 1D29, the American 
Stalinist crystal-gazers had hoisted Fasc- 
ism into power iu the United States and 
were swinging it into the same seat in 
England. Outstripping the wildest phan- 
tasmagorias of fear which possess the 
frightened soul of John Dewey, they saw 
the monster of Fascism (to say nothing 
of "social Fascism") in the United Sta- 
tes, in England, iu Abyssinia, in Iceland, 
everywhere, in short, except where it 
really was: Germany! 

And Germany? 

In Germany, where Fascism was on 
the inarch, where it was growing strong- 
er by leaps and bounds, where it was 
unfolding into a hideous menace to the 
working class— the Stalinists at first 
denied it altogether, then they ignored 
t with a wave of the hand, then they 
proclaimed that it had reached the 
heights of its strength, then they en- 
tered into a vulgar competition-in.natlon 
allsm with it— to tlve present day, when 
they are still ignorant aolrat how to 
crush it, after having allowed It to as 
sume the proportions it has. Fascism was 
not a danger in Germany; no, only in 
the United States and England. Fascism 
was not the danger in Germany; no only 
"social Fascism", the "specific form" 
according to the gifted Bela Kun at the" 
10th Planum, which Fascism assumes in 
the highly developed industrial coun- 
tries. 

Isn't this little contrast a dazzling 
tribute to the wisdom, the foresight, the 
perspicacity, the discrimination, the in 
fallibility of the present Stalinist lead 
ership, nationally and internationally' A 
meteorologist who persistently predicted 
snowstorms In the Sahara Desert and 
hot spells at the North Pole, who on 
nounced squalls for a sunny Tuesday and 
sunshme for a rain-drenched Friday- 
has a place set aside for him as a mem- 
ber of the PollticalBureau of the party 
He will flt It Hire a glove. _ s 



THE TURN IN THE C. I. AND THE 
SITUATION IN GERMANY Is out of 
print and is available only in the BOUND 
VOLUMES of comrade TROTSKY'S pam- 
phlets. 



PARTY MEMBERS ! 



MILITANT WORKERS! 



Read carefully the resolution presented by the Left Opposition to the New York Conference Against War at the Labor Temple on August 8. It is printed on page 3 of this 
issue. The resolution contains Lenin's revolutionary views on the struggle against war. It is Lenin's language, in letter and spirit! It is the language of Bolshevism which every 
Communist and militant worker must agree with. Why did the Stalinist leaders force the 300 Party members, delegates to the New York Conference, to vote against it? Why 
were Lenin's views rejected by the bureaucrats in favor of a petty bourgeois pacifist resolution? Why was the "Christian pacifist'* Barbusse hailed while Lenin was howled down? 
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Left Opposition Alone Raises the Voice of Lenin at N. Y. 

Congress Against War 

Stalinists Unite with Liberal Pacifists to Reject Resolution of League Delegation on Fight Against the War Danger 



A conference composed of more than 
200 Communist workers at which a re 
solution giving Lenlns views on how to 
combat imperialist war, is jeered at and 
voted down. A conference to discuss the 
war (lunger at which only a smalt hand, 
ful of Opposition delegates, representing 



an expelled faction of the Communist voice of the revolutionary followers of mitting the use of his name as a screen 



party, defends the standpoint of Bolshev- Lenin. A conference which not only 
ism. A conference at which the repre- turns down a Lenin resolution, but gives 



senfatives of official Communism take 
upon themselves a stubborn defense of 
paciiists, advertise them, praise them, 
rtiid at the same time seek to gag the 



The Hitlerites at the Gates! 

Alarm Signal! 

On the anniversary of the German republic, Hitler stretches out Ws hand 
for power. The bloodthirsty Storm-Troops of Fascism are mobilizing outside of 
Berlin, The social democratic hero o* the "Iron Front", Hindenborg, is nego- 
tiating directly with the Fascist chieftain concerning participation or leadership 
in the government. It is now no more a question of months and weeks; it Is 
a question of days and hours. The blindest of the blind must now see the 
imminency of a Fascist coup d'Etat. Shall Hitler come to power without the 
most furious resistance of the proletarian masses? From the social democratic 
leadership, we expect nothing but the playing of the last act of treachery. But 
what is the Communist party doing? Dreadful, menacing, fatal silence! With 
Hitler on the threshold of power, we say openly to flhe working class: 

If the Communist party allows Fascism to take the heun in Germany with- 
out organizing the broadest and most violent movement of mass resistance, it will 
have committed an act of betrayal which will brand it eternally in the history 
of the proletariat! 

If the Communist party does not fight to the bitter end agonist the Fascist 
triumph, its betrayal will stand at the same abysmal depths as the social dem- 
ocratic treachery on August 4, 1914! 

A terrific, historical responsibility rests upon the shoulders of Stalinism. It 
is being tried before the masses of the world. A greater responsibility rests upon 
the party members and Communistic workers in general. Speak out, workers, 
speak out before it is too late! The knife of Fascism descends upon oar throats! ! 

Fascism Musi Not Take Power Without Armed Resistance 



a thunderous vote of endorsement to a 
resolution presented in the name of a 
committee of pacifists and petty bour- 
geois liberals. 

That was the Conference on August 8 
at the Labor Temple in New York call- 
ed by the American Committee of the 
World Congress Against War organized 
by Henri Barbusse, Romain Holland, H. 
G. Wells, Albert Einstein, Upton Sinclair, 
Theodore Dreiser, Maxim Gorky and 
others. 

We intend to present here an extensive 
report on all the important phases of 
this conference, not only in order that 
the misleading and deliberately Inadequ- 
ate report in the official Communist party 
press may be rectifled, but to enable the 
militant, class conscious workers to 
have a complete picture of the depths of 
opportunism to which the Stalinist bur- 
eaucracy has sunk in the crucial question 
of working class politics: the question 
of war. 

The Petty Bourgeois 
Liberals Set the Tone 

The conference, as the report of the 
credentials committee showed beyond 
argument was composed overwhelmingly 
of Communist workers and the closest 



All dispatches confirm- the news of the 
Fascists' concentration of forces around 
Berlin. Hitler himself is right on the 
scene, but remains incognito. There are 
well-founded rumors of pressure from 



the Brown Shirt ranks for a march on Party of Germany. Driven from its 



Berlin is of secondary importance, Ger- 
many stands before the deluge. 
Social Democracy — Perennial Betrayer 

Most wretched of all, clinging on as if 
to a last straw, is the Social Democratic 



the capital, for a coup d'Etat. Hitler is 
said to utilize the threat of this press- 
ure in his bargaining for a "legal" seiz- 
ure of power with the Junkers in con- 
trol. Constitution Day also brings with 
it, ironically enough, the information 
that President Von Hindenburg is to of- 
fer Hitler the portfolio of Chancellor. 

But most ironical of all Is the proclama- 
tion of the new decree "against rioting." 
This decree provides for nothing more 
nor less than a counter- revolutionary 
tribunal. The chief provision in the 
establishment of the bloody tribunal 
which is to mete out capital punishment 
to "Whoever commits homicide on an 
assailant from political motives (that is, 
la the struggle with the Fascist assa#- 
slns) or on a policeman or any person 
summoned to his aid (read : the Brown 
Shirt auxiliaries) is: "a special court 
which ean refuse to take evidence for 
the defense." All of this is proclaimed 
in the name of Article 48 of the Weimar 
Constitution — the Ingenious handiwork of 
Hilferding, Weis, Kautsky and Co. 
The Governmental Manipulations of the 
Bourgeoisie 

Hindenburg'a offer of the Chancellor- 
ship to Hitler Is accompanied by several 
"conditions" : 

"1. The Constitution is to be respected. 

"2. The Fascist militia must not be 
employed as auxiliary police. 

"3. There must be no equality between 
the Fascist militia and the Reichswehr, 
or Regular army. 

"4. There must be no party govern- 
ment relying on storm detachments for 
support." 

The sham of these conditions is all 
too apparent. Hitler is to be asked to 
respect a constitution which the spoke- 
sman of the present government Itself 
declares "does not unite but divides the 
nation." These are the words of Von 
Gayl's, the Minister of the Interior in 
the Von Papen cabinet, at the Reichstag 
celebration. 

The "conditions" and the proposal of 
Von Hindenburg are the farce behind 
the scenes of which the Junkers are 
handing over the reins of power to the 
logical heir of a capitalism seized by 
the throes of social agony. The appar- 
atus for the "legal" extermination of 
the workers' organizations has been rig- 
ged into shape. Only the finishing touch- 
es are still to be applied to the Nazi 
coup d'Etat. Whethter this will be done 
with the official sanction of Ilohenzol- 
lern's Field Marshal or by a march on 



tor the organization! manipulations of 
the Conference behind the scenes by the 
Stalinists. But for this, he received in 
return an infinitely greater concession 
from his opponents : the uncritical ad- 
option by them of his pacifist program. 
With Baldwin's speech, from one 
standpoint at least, there can be no 
quarrel. He adhered rigidly to the aims 
of the Congress as expounded by its In- 
itiators and directors, and repeated them 
faithfully. Need his speech be given 
here? It is better to present it in the 
form of a quotation from the Anti-War 
Congress call sent throughout the world 
from Paris : 

"We make an appeal to all peoples, 
to ail parties, to all men and women of 
good will. It is not a question of the 
interest of one cation, of one class, of 
one party. All are concerned. All are 
in danger . . . We do not have to make 
a plan of action in advance. That would 
mean hampering the liberty of those we 
are summoning, and it is they who in 
the Congress will freely present their 
different plans and finally try to come 
to a decision as to common action. What 
we want is to raise an immense wave 
of opinion against war whatever war it 
may be, wherever it may come from, 
whomever it may menace." 

This call was signed not only by such 
social patriots as H. G. Wells and Upton 
Sinclair, who have the right to sign it 

to ttteir 



spoke. For, as we shall see, the original 
plan to hide the face of the Communist 
party was changed and by a forced 
march the party sent its delegates at 
the last minute. 

Baldwin delivered the speech of a sin- 
cere liberal opponent to war, to war in 



general, *o war as something beyond the 
realm of classes and the class struggle. 
But that is the limit or the criticism 
that may be levelled against him. He 
spoke according to his lights. 
But Baldwin not only was allowed to 
(Continued on page 2) 



MonarchistPutschinSpain 

Militarist Coup in Seville and Madrid is Quickly Crushed 



sympathizers of Communism. The Com- because it really corresponds 

mittee at the door, the committee on the confttsed petty bourgeois pacifism, but by 



Prussian government posts by a little 
band of 13 Infantry soldiers, dispersed 
by Von Papen, who rules by the grace of 
the Hindenburg dictatorship, it never- 
theless still stuck to its democratic pop- 
guns. It appealed to the Reich Supreme 
Court for a decision against Von Papen! 
The Supreme Court knew its class task 
and told the social democracy In so many 
words that it does not glxe a fig about 
the democratic forms. But the last de- 
fenders of bourgeois legality are not to 
be outdone. After dragging the German 
working class from debacle to debacle, 
from Weimar down to Von Schleicher, 
they now resort to a pure declaration of 
faith : '"Hitler will perish, democracy is 
eternal" 

The social democracy is even today 
holding back the proletariat of Germany 
from establishing the united front of the 
class, from open and determined action 
against the murderer clutching at its 
throat. The social democratic flunkies 
are scared for their own skins, they 
know that working class action will 
sweep them away with one blow and 
clear the road for the proletarian rev- 
olution, for the dictatorship of the pro- 
letariat. They are ready to sell out the 
worker's of Germany on a last and de- 
sperate speculation on saving their hides. 
They would still rather trust the bour- 
geoisie which is kicking them down with 
both feet than break the inaction of 
the working class. 

Where is the C. P. G.? 

Where is the German Communist 
Party, tha revolutionary party of the pro- 
letariat? After a half-turn in the direc- 
tion of the Leninist united front on 
June 20, when it proposed to the leader- 
ship of the Berlin district of the S. D. 
P. G. common action against the sup- 
pression of the social democratic Vor- 
waetts, after participating together with 
the socialist workers in demonstrations 
conducted by the S. P. D. G. fakers and 
in spite of them and their rejection of 
the Communist proposals — after reaping 
profit therefrom by an appreciable in- 
crease in the C. P. vote at the Reich- 
stag elections of July 31, the Stalinist 
leadership of the German Communist 
Party has slunk back into its old, catas- 
trophic error, content to rest upon its 
meager parliamentary laurels at a time 
when the class struggle is about to be 
decided on the arena of brutal, open 
combat. The latest reports reaching us 
from Germany bring the information that' 
(Continued on page 4) 



platform, the chairman of the confer- 
ence, and its real managers, were all 
Communists, taking painful precautions 
to conceal their political Identity. Yet, 
it was left to the outstanding liberal 
at the Conference to strike the keynote 
— pacifisttc through and through. 

With a repulsively unctuous parade of 
studied respectability — the polite intro- 
ductions of "Mister So-and-so" and "Miss 
So-and-so" — -Roger Baldwin, the director 
of the American Civil Liberties Union, 
was called on to open the Conference 
in the name of the absent Theodore 
Dreiser, in an introduction by a Com- 
munist secretary whose party press only 
yesterday catalogued the same Baldwin 
as a "social Fascist". Baldwin purchased 
immunity from a similar attack by per- 



Sen Katayama, member of the Executive 
Committee of the Communist Interna- 
tional, that is, by the real organlaer of 
the whole enterprise! 

Baldwin expressed his support for 
civil liberties and his opposition to war. 
He pledged the support of the Left wing 
intellectuals to a movement against war. 
He had no idea to present as to what 
the program of such a movement should 
be to deal effectively with the problem, 
nor could he be expected to have. He 
was in favor of revolutionists being in 
the movement. "The Communists must 
be in this movement", he said, "Not as a 
party, because no political parties are 
to participate." In this he was only 
partly correct; more accurately, he was 
correct up to forty-eight hours before he 



Trotsky Elected to Anti-War Meet 



On June 27, 1932, the Fourth National 
Congress ~of the League of War Invalids 
and Victims of Greece met In Athens. 
Fifty-seven delegates from all parts of 
the country participated in the delibera- 
tions. The years of existence of this 
militant organization have been filled 
with heroic struggles against the bour- 
geoisie and militarism, and the report 
rendered the delegates by the National 
Committee was not only accepted but the 
complete confidence of the membership 
was expressed in the leadership it had 
presented. The National Committee of 
the League Is composed entirely of mem- 



bers of the Greek Left Opposition, Bol- 
shevik-Leninists (Archio-Marxlsts), and 
it was unanimously re-elected at the end 
of the sessions. 

The Congress decided to send delegates 
to take part in the international "Con- 
gress Against War" organized under 
the names of Henri Barbusse and Rom- 
ain Holland. As an indication of the 
sentiments of the former soldiers of the 
Greek bourgeoisie, the Congress elected 
as Its first delegate the leader of inter 
national Bolshevism, comrade Leon 
Trotsky ! 



Mass Mceliwa! 

THE COMMUNISTS AND THE 

WORLD ANTI-WAR 

CONGRESS 

LENINISM VS. PACIFISM 

HOW SHOULD THE COMMUNISTS FIGHT AGAINST WAR? 
WHAT RELATIONS HAS STSTALINISM WITH PACIFISM? 
HOW SHALL WORKERS DEFEND THE SOVIET UNION? 

Hear the Opposition Delegates to the New York Anti-War Conference Deliver 
the Speeches Suppressed by the Bureaucrats 

JAMES P. CANNON MAX SHACHTMAN 

HUGO OEHLER, Chairman 

en WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17, 1932, at 8 P. M. 
at STUYVESANT CASINO, 2nd Avenue and 9th Street 
Admt sslonlOCents 

Auspices: N. Y. Branch, Communist League of America (Opposition) 



The military cabal headed by general 
Sanjurjo which sought to overthrow the 
republican regime in Spain and raise 
again the banner of the degenerate Bour- 
bon dynasty, has been crushed by the 
governmental forces without great dif- 
ficulty. In Seville itself, where the mon- 
archists had concentrated about 8,000 
troops, they were swept out of control 
within 24 hours. in Madrid, where a 
putsch was attempted by a smaller 
group, the monarchists received even 
shorter shrift. Their whole movement 
now appears to be thoroughly dissolved. 

Significant in the whole affair is the 
■ prompt popular response to the monarch- 
ist challenge. The hatred accumulated 
1 in the breasts of the masses under the 
bloody regime of Alfonso, Primo de Riv- 
era and the Jesuits, was given furious 
vent again on this occasion, just as last 
year when the threat of a monarchist 
plot Ln Madrid brought the whole city 
to its feet in militant reprisals which 
took the form of burning to the ground 
several of the ecclesiastic and lay centers 
of the black reaction. Immediately up- 
on learning of Sacjurjo's attempt, a 
simtlar popular storm burst upon Mad- 
rid, Seville and other centers, with the 
people emphasizing their hostility to the 
reaction, which has been watered dowa 
systematically by the republican-socialist 
governmental coalition, by razing num- 
erous monarchist and militarist ciubB 
and centers, destroying their press and 
demonstrating in every spontaneous form, 
a relentless opposition to the return of 
the dynasty and all the things associ- 
ated with it. 

That the monarchists should choose 
the present day — scarcely more than a 
year after the proclamation of the re- 
public — for an attempted comeback, is it- 
self a reflection on the present regime, 
which, the leaders of the uprising hoped, 
had created sufficient discontentment 
with itself among the masses to make 
possible a monarchist victory. The dis- 
contentment of the masses is indubitable, 
only the militarists gauged its temper 
Incorrectly. The opposition to them has 
not been altered in thte minds of the 
mass. 

The government of Azana, supported 
by the socialists, has remorselessly rob- 
bed the masses of levery achievement 
that was looked forward to when the 
republic was proclaimed. Not one of 
the problems confronting the country has 
since been solvfed satisfactorily. The 
land-hungry peasantry, still groaning un- 
der the exploitation of the large land- 
owners, the agricultural laborers whose 
lives are a monotonous permanency of 
misery, have not received an iota of as- 
sistance from the Madrid government. 
The sole "advance" written into thte 
statutes for the workers, the eight-hour 
day, remains a dead letter; for the suf- 
fering masses of the unemployed it is a 
cruel mockery. The expectations Of the 
Catalonians have been traduced, and 
they are as far away from independence 
as they ever were. The civil rights 
promised the people have been ruthlessly 
torn from them by the law for the "De- 
fense of the Republic", which contains 
Draconic measures of suppression and 
despotism directed exclusively at the 
working people. Strike movements have 
been suppressed with Bourbon cynicism. 

In all this, the working class and pea- 
santry has groped blindly for a way 
out, deprived of leadership. The social- 
ists have betrayed them into the hands 
of the bourgeois republicans. The an- 
archo-syndicalists, themselves leaderless 
and Utopian, have only brought confusion 
into the ranks. The official Communist 
party has made a terrible debacle since 
the beginning of the revolutionary events 
in Spain. That is why the recent pro- 
letarian rising in Alto Lobregat, instear 
of becoming a new point of departure 
for progress, marked a high point In- 



troducing a wave of depression among 
the masses. 

The emergence of the monarchist pes- 
tilence may have the effect of re-invig- 
orating the proletarian movement, and 
thus offer increased opportunities for the 
Communist movement. It is notable 
that in Seville the aroused populace re- 
leased the imprisoned Communists and 
syndicalists from Jail and bore them on 
their shoulders. A Leninist— not a 
Stalinist course — could make this sym- 
bolic gesture a national revolutionary 
reality in the not distant future. 



Lessons of the Bonus 
March 

With their dispersal following their 
forceful eviction from Johnstown, th* 
worker- vets have rung down the curtata 
on the first act of the light for the bonu«. 
It is the close of the first act but It 
is not the final scene. The fight they 
put up against the Iron fist of "dem- 
ocracy" was too dramatic, too fraught 
with forebodings of the treatment the 
capitalist class holds in store for it* 
wage slaves for the working clan t* 
forget it. 

Under the remorseless pressure of the 
steadily deepening crisis, goaded to ac- 
tion by the cynical indifference of "their" 
government to their misery, and still 
permeated by illusions about the insti- 
tutions of democracy, the vets spontanea 
ously marched on Washington from all 
parts of the country to demand their 
"back wages". The outstanding aspect 
of that march was its spontaneity. I* 
was not prepared for. It was not or - 
ganized in advance. In this sense It may 
be said that the vets were throws u» 
by the flux of the class struggle. 
Waters Leadership 

During the six weeks they were eft- 
camped in Washington they tolerated tha 
leadership of the Oregon cannery ex- 
superintendent who watched their fight 
with the police and their heroic resist- 
ance to the military from the side lines. 
This individual organized a military 
police which beat up the Reds, and 
worked with the secret service men te 
terrorize and intimidate the men. Ha 
conferred regularly with chief of police, 
Giassford and together with him ar- 
ranged for the segregation of the vet* 
who followed the leadership of the Work- 
ers' Ex -Servicemen's League. 

Under Waters' leadership the fight as- 
sumed a narrow character, limiting It- 
self to a demand for relief without any 
class content or class Issues. No attempt 
was made by the vets to link up their 
fight with the broader fight for class 
relief led by the Communists. By this 
policy the vets were condemned to fight 
an isolated struggle without the actlr* 
support of the masses of the working 
class who watched their fight with the 
greatest interest. 

By all this the vets gave abundant 
evidence of their lack of class consci- 
ousness Perhaps this was to be »x- 
pected. The average age of the veta was 
somewhere between thirty-five and forty. 
They had come through the years *f 
"prosperity" with profound illusion* 
about the "difference" of American cap- 
italism from the old world imperial isroe. 
They were deeply impregnated with the 
democratic nature of "our republic". 

The tactics of the workers' Ex-Serrtce- 
men's League in denouncing everybody 
not a faithful follower of the one true 
Bolshevik, Stalin, alfenared them Worn. 
the masses of the vets and made thefr 
isolated demonstrations easy for the 
police to break up. They failed In their 
elementary Communist duty of raising th% 
class consciousness of the vets. For tbta 
(Continued on page 4) 
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set the official tone of the conference by 
his speech, but it was enthusiastically 
applauded by the assembled Communist 
workers disorientated and intellectually 
demoralized by their leaders who, all 
during the conference, did not utter ft 
single word of criticism of the speech, 
did not make a single reservation, did 
not indicate in any way that the Com- 
munists would not identify themselves 
with the point of petty bourgeois paci- 
fism. It is at them, that the criticism 
should be directed! 

Left Opposition 
Makes Itself Heard 

If the party spokesmen maintained an 
oyster's silence on the role of pacifism 
at the conference, they made amends by 
their vociferous attacks upon the Left 
Opposition. It is no exaggeration to say 
that the real center of attention at the 
Conference was the Left Opposition and 
the standpoint if presented. 

AH the preliminary arrangements went 
off smoothly, in accordance with the pre- 
vious decisions of. the party. As an in- 
novation in the party's "united front" 
conferences, the chairman and committees 
were not appointed this time, lint for- 
mally at least elected from the floor. 
Let nobody he deceived about this change 
of heart. It was not diclated. by any 
concern with elementary principles of 
workers' democracy, bah rather as a con- 
cession to its "prejudices on fairness" 
entertained by the liberal partners of the 
party in the movement. What constant 
protests from Left Opposition delegate* 
ami other non-Stalinist forces at similar 
conferences failed to gain from the party 
bureaucracy, the petty bourgeois pacifists 
and men of letters were able to gain 
with little difficulty, if only as a formal- 
ity without real meaning [There was only 
one slight slip-up in the party's plans: 
the selection of the credentials commit- 
tee. One non-Stalinist delegate, I. 
Dryar, who represented a branch of the 
International Workers' Order, was elect- 
ed on the committee as the fourth mem- 
ber in addition to the three already 
chosen for the posts in advance. Their 
report will come up later on. 

The delegates of the Communist League 
of America (Opposition) were comrade* 
James V Cannon, Hugo Oehler and Mai 
Shachtman. Despite the presence at th* 
door of the Argus-eyed Ludwig Landy, 
the professional Stalinist manager of 
such projects, the Opposition delegate* 
were permitted to enter the hall without 
being challenged. As other delegate* 
came in, they invariably had in their 
hand either a copy of the Militant, or 
a mimeographed copy of the resolution 
we had prepared in advance for sub- 
mission to the Conference, or both. To 
prevent in advance the complete Sup- 
pression of our point of view, we had 
made adequate arrangements for the 
distribution in the lobby of our resolu- 
tion so that, in any case, the hulk of 
the delegates would at least have a writ 
ten memorandum of the standpoint of the 
Opposition. 

In contrast to oui resolution, printed 
elsewhere In this issue, the chairman, 
Jackson, a party member in the Marin* 
Workers' industrial Union, presented a 
resolution in the name of the American 
Committee. A more wretched piece of 
hollow pacifist literature could hardly 
have been read by a Communist without 
gagging. The tone set by the liberal 
"keynoter" was to be consecrated in the 
form of a resolution, undoubtedly drawn 
op by the party fraction in the American 
Committee for the purpose of satisfying 
the totally disparate elements collected 
its the directors of the struggle against 
war, ranging from Harry Elmer Barnes 
and Upton Sinclair to . . . Moissaye J. 
Olgin, and presented by a Communist 
chairman for adoption by a Communist 
audience. 

The resolution, which we challenge the 
party press to reprint as it was read at 
the Conference, endorsed the whole en- 
terprise without reserve, endorsed the 
call sent, out by Romain Holland. In 
other words, the chairman called upon 
the Communist workers present to en- 
dorse a call which declares that war is 
not a "question of interest of one na- 
tion, of one class". To endorse a move- 
ment to "raise an immense wave of opin- 
ion against war, whatever war it may 
be, wherever It may come from, whom- 
ever it may menace", that is, to oppose 
a war — if the words have any meaning 
at all — of the working class against the 
bourgeoisie, to oppose a war of national 
liberation of an oppressed colonial people 
against an automatic imperialist oppres- 
sor, to oppose a revolutionary war of 
a victorious proletariat against a bour- 
geois enemy — to oppose all those wars 
which Lenin tried to teach the exploit- 
ed of the earth to carry on unremittingly. 

By this resolution, the Communist 
workers were to commit themselves, for 
example, against the idea symbolized by 
the war of the Russian workers and 
peasants against their bourgeoisie in 
1917-11918, the war of the Chinese people 
against the imperialists in 1825-1927 or 
their war against Japan in Manchuria 
today, against the war conducted by 
the Soviets against Pilsudsky's Poland in 
1920 or against tiie Menshevik agency 
of imperialism in Georgia more than a 
decade ago, concerning this reactionary 
document, the Communist stage-ma nag. 
era of the Conference had only words of 
praise. They sewed their condemnations 
for something else. 

No sooner had the .chairman announced 
that there would now be discussion from 
the delegates, than comrade Shachtman 
at the C. L. O. (O.) delegation, jumped 
up to request the floor to read a substi- 
tute resolution. Taken aback, the chair- 
man replied that there would be "adequ- 



ate opportunity for everybody" to speak 1 little too much. Discretion alone should 



if the names of the speakers and their 
organisations would be sent up to the 
platform on slips of paper. We have 
never had any illusions about this pro- 
cedure. It is employed for the purpose 
of enabling the chairman to make an 
arbitrary selection of speakers, for the 
audience is left in the dark as to who 
has asked for the floor until the chair, 
man announces his name and place. 
However, immediately upon this an- 
nouncement, a slip of paper was sped 
to the platform in so ostentatious a man- 
ner that the whole audience could see 
ihat we had been the first to make the 
relates t. After a hurried consultation 
on the platform with the Central Com- 
mittee prompter in charge of the floor 
arrangements for the party, Joseph 
B rod sky, the chairman gave the floor 
to Shachtman. 

By a snap vote, it had already been 
decided that on (he burning question of 
war, the speakers from the floor would 
be limited to live minutes each. In view 
of tire delays in getting started, this left 
less than an hour for discussion on the 
most inqiortant Conference question : the 
resolution of opinion and policy. Com- 
rade Shachtman was therefore able only 
to read our resolution. It was heard in 
an intense silence throughout the hall 
and when, at the end of the first live 
minutes, a few zealots began shouting 
that Ills time was up, the chairman, 
with half an eye to his liberal partners, 
announced that the speaker would be 
permitted to llnish his reading. 

The Opposition's resolution is printed 
on the third page. Let every worker 
read it and see for himself if it isn't al- 
most a word for word transcription in 
condensed form of all that Bolshevism, 
has taught on the question of the wai 
struggle, which every Communist work 
er should be duty-hound to support. 

But instead of fulfilling their revolu- 
tionary responsibility of mobilizing the 
Communists in support of such a resolu- 
tion as against the pacifist resolution, 
of supporting Lenin as against Barbusse 
and Sinclair, the party spokesmen at 
the conference did two significant things 



The Stalinists 
Reply to Us 



First, they felt compelled, for the first 
time in years at such conferences at- 
tended by them and the Opposition, to 
discuss the two points of view : tha 
Stalinist and the Leninist. ■ At previous 
conferences, where comparatively sec- 
ondary questions of dispute were in- 
volved, they felt their mechanical 
strength to be sufficent to settle the 
question in the usual manner, i. e., by 
merely ignoring our standpoint or by 
shouting us down with infamous sland- 
ers or by ridding themselves of the pro- 
blem by expelling us forthwith. At this 
conference, where a fundamental ques- 
tion of principle was Involved, where the 
party leaders had worked themselve* 
into a position where f.hey had to de- 
fend pacifism as against Bolshevism, the 
mechanical majority apparently did not 
suffice and the principle objections to tha 
party line had to be met, at least to out- 
ward appearances, by an open discus- 
sion of the merits of the respective stand- 
points. In this lies the greatest victory 
for the revolutionists: the fact that for 
the firt time on any extensive and public 
scale, in the presence of hundreds of 
Communist workers, the views of the 
Opposition were presented in head-ou 
collision with the views of Centrjsm with 
the latter compelled to defend themselves 
from the criticisms of the I,eft wing. 

Second, in defending themselves, the 
Stalinists not only made an elaborate 
apology for pacifism and pacifists, but 
a demagogic attack upon Leninism. This 
was the only significance of the speech 
delivered by Olgin. 

As soon as Shachtman concluded the 
reading of our resolution, the chairman 
introduced Moissaye J. Olgin for the job 
of replying Lo the Opposition was highly 
characteristic. The only ubing for 
which Olgin is "well-known" to any de- 
gree in connection with war and the de- 
fense of the Soviet Union, is his ardent 
support during the last world war of 
Wilson and his Fourteen Points, and, 
after the Russian revolution, his faith- 
ful services as a scribbler on the yellow 
Jewish Daily Forward, where he tried to 
convince the readers that Lenin and 
Trotsky were not only German spies hut 
that they were strangling the Russian 
democracy in the biood of the people. 
But if Upton Sinclair, another hero of 
the "war to end all war", and H. G. 
Wells, who played a similar role, are fit 
to lead a movement now against the 
danger of imperialist war, there is no 
reason why Olgin should be excluded. 
Only, one should retain at least a slight 
sense of proportion and values. Of air 
the people available fn the party to "fight 
Imperialist war and defend the Soviet 
Union" in the course of a vicious at- 
tack upon the spokesmen at the Confer- 
ence for Lenin's standpoint the selection 
of the man with the least rights of any- 
one to speak on the question, was a 



Because of the importance of the 
"Congress Against War", this issue of 
the Militant is being ire voted largely to 
the New York Conference and other as- 
pects of this movement. Consequently, 
we have been compelled to omit a num- 
ber of other articles and other material 
which was intended for publication thi* 
week, including the next article in the 
series on "Nine Years of the Struggle 
of the Left Opposition". We ask the 
indulgence of our readers for a week, 
since the next issue of the Militant will 



have dictated another choice. 

Olgin feebly and half-heartedly mum- 
bling a repetition of the vulgar drivel 
with which the Daily Worker of that 
morning had greeted the conference — 
tenderness for the pacifists and calumny 
and rudeness for the Opposition — sought 
in vain to put some "revolutionary 
spirit" into his remarks against the 
"Trotsky ists". At the same time, he in- 
troduced a new idea into Communist 
politics: the substitution of moral stan- 
dards for political and class criteria. 
"Men like Henri Barbusse and Romain 
Holland are at least sincere in their 
opposition to war. They will defend the 
Soviet Uuioli. The 'radical' phrases of 
this Trotskyist resolution," he continued, 
"criticize the Communists for uniting 
with Barbusse and Holland. And what 
d:> they propose in their place? That 
the Communist International shall make 
a united front with the Second Interna- 
tional and the Amsterdam International! 
They pro | lose", cried this maestro of 
irony and revolutionary intransEgoance, 
"that we shall unite with Norman 
Thomas and Morris Hillquit to defend 
the Soviet Union!" The indignant sarc- 
asm almost robs us of reply. However 
that may be, the fact remains that we 
never sat down with Hillquit and Abe 
Cahan to attack the Soviet Union, where- 
as Olgin did. His conversion to irrecon- 
cilability towards -Hillquit is very grat- 
ifying, but it lacks the humility of the 
neophyte that should accompany it. 

In any case, the manner' in which 
Olgin posed the question is both ludicr- 
ous and unworthy of a revolutionist. The 
problem of fighting war and defending 
the Soviet Union is not exhausted or 
even approached by moral considera- 
tions. Sincerity and honesty of this or 
that individual is a great virtue, but 
it is not decisive in politics. The de- 
fense of the Soviet Onion is a political 
question which is decided by the process- 
es of the class struggle. Not Barbusse'* 
sincerity or Sinclair's repentance Is of 
great consequence, but the masses. Bar- 
busse, Holland, Einstein, Alia Nazimova, 
and even .Michael Gold, do not have nor 
will they ever have the masses follow- 
ing them. 

The masses, that is, the majority of 
them, still follow the social democrats. 

Without the support of these masses, the 
struggle against war and for Russia will, 
at best, limp along on one foot. Tb« 
problem is to mobilize these masses. 
But this can not be done by a Venetian 
carnival where the Communists hide be- 
hind "respectable" petty bourgeois 
masks. It can only be done by a cor- 
rect policy, the policy of the united front 
as adopted by the Comintern lm der the 
leadership of Lenin and Trotsky. 



seems to us that the reformists of all 
oouiitrtcs are patting more and more 
with the working class and that they 
follow a policy contrary to the daily de- 
fense and welfare of the proletariat. We 
do not doubt that they will be, under 
any conditions, the adversaries and sab- 
oteurs of the real united front of the 
working masses." 

Like Olgin at the Conference, and like 
his masters in the Politbuieau, they 
could not understand how the Comintern 
could denounce the reformists as trait- 
ors and at the same time join in a uni- 
ted front "from the top" (Horror of 
horror.-*!) with the same traitors. They 
could not understand it, because they 
simply neglected to notice that the re- 
formists hail millions of workers be- 
hind them, ju-*t as they have today— 
the social democratic parties, and not 
the Sinclairs and Barbusses and Wellses! 



Lenin's Comintern 
in 1922 



Olgin's Irony—at the 
Expense of Lenin 

Olgin was followed several speakers 
later by his fellow party delegate, Dr. 
A. Markoff, who lias been equally suc- 
cessfnj in the professions of dental sur- 
gery and Stalinist officialdom. Both oi 
them worked up considerable merriment 
in the audience with their principal ob- 
servation on our resolution: "Just look," 
they jeered, "in one sentence they call 
tiie social democrats traitors and social 
patriots. And in the very next sentence 
they propose that we should make a uni- 
ted front with these same traitors and 
patriots to fight against the war danger!" 
The fact that the scores of party mem- 
bers present joined In the laughter, is 
a deplorable, hut quite comprehensible 
commentary on the low level of undei- 
standing to which their leaders have 
driven them. We shall be unremitting 
in our endeavors to change that situa- 
tion. 

But Olgin and Markoff, who have the 
res ] ions ibili ties of the leadership, even if 
it was obtained by disemboweling them- 
selves, who know that our resolution, far 
from being a subject for mockery amonj 
Communists, is merely a simple state- 
ent of established Bolshevik ideas, dis- 
played a demagogic scoundrel ism which 
is unforgivable. Their labored irony was 
exclusively at the expense of Lenin. More, 
it was at the expense of the revolution- 
ary training indispensable to the work 
era present. Were the "counter- re volu 
tionary Trotsky ists" the "danger" at the 
Conference, or was the danger constitut 
ed by the stifling pacifist vapors which 
rose fco drug the senses of the workers? 
Obviously, the latter, for the pacifists 
are the outstanding leaders of the move- 
ment, it is their resolutions which are 
presented . . . and adopted with Stalin- 
ist assistance. The duty of a Com- 
munist leader was to center his criticism 
on the pacifists and not on Lenin. 

In deriding our resolution, the., Stalin- 
ists not only took up the cudgels for 
pacifism, but brought out the graveyard 
of the Communist International those 
sorry remnants of sham radicalism, 
against which Lenin and Trotsky fought 
such a terrific battle at the Third Con- 
gress of the Communist International, 
and iii the event of whose victory at 
the Congress, Lenin said, the Interna- 
tional in February 1922, on the question 
of the conference of the three Inter- 
nationals proposed by the Vienna (Two- 
and-a-Half) International, the "ultra- 
Leftist" opposition was represented by 
the Spanish, French and Italian delega- 
tions. In their name, Cachln, the pro- 
genitor of Olgin and Co., moved : 

"The enlarged Executive, after dis- 



What was the Comintern resolution 
adopted against the standpoint of Cachin? 
What was its attitude towards the In- 
ternational headed by such proven trait- 
ors and social patriots as Vandervelde, 
Henderson, Wels and Co.? It declared; 
"The Enlarged Executive of the C. I., 
taking note of the proposition of the 
Vienna International declares for the 
participation of the parties of the Com- 
munist International in the projected 
Conference. The Enlarged Executive of 
the Communist International also pro- 
poses the participation in the Conference 
of all the Industrialist federations and 
associations, both national and interna- 
tional; of the Rod International of La- 
bor Unions ; of thi- International Fed- 
eration of Trade Unions (Amsterdam 
International); of the C. G. T. U. of 
France; of the Italian Syndicalist Un- 
ion ; of the American Federation of La- 
bor (even Gompers you see!) and of 
other autonomous industrial asscoiations. 
The Communist International also consi- 
ders it necessary to invite the principal 
anarcho-syndicalist organizations; the I. 
W. W., the Shop Stewards, etc. . . . The 
Communist International accepts the 
agenda of the Conference as proposed by 
the Vienna International, via., a defen- 
sive light against the capitalist offensive 
and a struggle against reaction, as aa 
addition it proposes to complete the 
agenda with the following items: 

"1. Preparations of the fight against 
new imperialist wars. 

"2. Belief action for the reconstruc 
tion of the economic life of Soviet Kus 
sia."Ktc., etc., etc., to the permament dis 
eomriture of all past, present and future 
C.uchiiis and Olgins! 

We can still hear, ten years after 
wards, the echo of the words of a Mark- 
off of those days: "How? You denounce 
Vandervelde as Belgian imperialism'* 
war minister, Henderson as His Maj- 
esty's war minister, Wels and Scheide- 
mann as the Kaiser's war ministers, the 
Georgian Mensheviks as the armed 
counter-revolutionary agents of Allied 
imperialism — and yet you propose to sit 
around one table with them to discuss 
as point 1 on the Agenda 'Preparations 
of the fight against new imperialist 
wars'? Down with the Executive Com 
mi t lee of the Communist International! 
Down with Lenin, Trotsky, Zlnoviev and 
all the other Trotskyist renegades! Howl 
them down, workers of the world!" 

And yet, on April 2, 1922, comrades 
Hadek, Bucharin, Zetkin, Rosmer, Kata- 
yama, Vuyovitch and the rest of the de- 
legation of the Communist Internation- 
al literally sat down in Berlin with such 
confirmed and tested social patriots as 
Hlysmans, Vandervelde, Stauning, Otto 
Wels, Ramsay MacDonald, Tseretelll (the 
Georgian Menshevik, whose party had 
shot down scores and hundreds of rev- 
olutionary workers and peasants of 
Georgia!), for the Second International, 
and Cri-'pien, Longuet,' Marfov, Abram- 
ovitch, Adler and Bauer of the Two-and- 
a-Half International to discuss a uni- 
ted front against war and the capitalist 
offensive. Isn't it strange, Dr. A. Maiic- 
off, D. D. S.? 

And do you know, Messrs Olgin, Brow- 
der and Markoff, what Mr. Emile Vander- 
velde said at tile Conference to the 
Communists'? "Whilst we are being told, 
for example, that men like Jouhaux, 
Merrheim, and Henderson, Vandervelde 
or Longuet are serving the interests of 
the bourgeoisie, it is, to say the least 
of it, strange that these same men should 
be invited to take part in the defense of 
proletarian interests." Now, Citizen 
Olgin, do you see who is the originator 
of this argument? Is such flagrant plag- 
iarism from a social democrat, a social- 
Fascist, so to speak, permissible for a 
"leader in the struggle against war"? 
And further do you know what reply 
Vandervelde and Confreres received from 
the Communist representative? Hadek 
declared : 

"But then you say: 'If this is so, what 
do you want of this Conference, what 
tactical maneuvers are you after?' And 
I wilt tell you boldly and clearly to your 
face what you want. You came to this 
Conference because you had to ; you were 
the instruments of world reaction, and 
now, whether you want it or not, you 
must be the instruments of the struggle 
for (he interests of the proletariat. And 
withont confidence we say to you : we 
sit down at the same table with you, 
we will fight with you, and this fight 
will decide whether 1 it is a maneuver, 
as you say, in favor of the Communist 



further world ruin — then in this Strug- to speak at least once, not to mention a 
gle the proletariat will come closer to-' summary, on a resolution accepted by the 
get her, and then we shall judge you not] chair for a vote by an assemblage, was 
on the ground of this terrible past, but^ simply and literally ignored. The Stalin- 
ists were determined that the Left Op- 
position should not get the lioor again to 
present its point of view, which had al- 
ready caused so much embarrassment in 
their ranks. While comrade Cannon was 
still on the Hour attempting to get a re- 
sponse from the chairman, the latter 
put tiie pacifist resolution to a vote. It 
was overwhelmingly adopted, with nega- 
tive voles from less than ten percent of 
the delegates, and the chairman tried to 
praceed to the next order of business 
without putting our resolution to a vote, 
apparently under the impression that this 
was a iMirty membership meeting- Voices 
of protest again were raised throughout 
the hull, and the steering committee de- 
cided to put our resolution forward. It 
received a small minority of the body, 
a voice vote which included over twenty 
delegates. 

Thus the Conference, which gagged the 
OpiKKiitlpn speaker and cheered the 
pacifists, voted overwhelmingly for Bar- 
llsse and howled down the words of 
Lenin ! 

The gagging of the Opposition on the 
floor came only after an unsuccessful 
attempt lo -unseat the Opposition dele- 
gation. When the credentials committee 
met, Ludwing l.audy, nut a committee 



on the ground of fresh facts. So long 
as these are not present, we go with 
cold hearts into these negotiations, and 
into this common action with deep mis- 
trust that you may fail us ten times 
in this battle. But we will try to fight 
together", not for love of you, but because 
of the unprecedented need of the hour 
which drives us and comj>els yon to 
confer in this hall with the very Com- 
munists you have treated as criminals. 
(Conference Minutes, pp. 32-33.) 

Our readers will pardon our extensive 
quotations from the past. The Stalinist 
marauders have brought such de-educa 
tion into the movement, they have so 
violently obliterated the past, the Lenin- 
ist past, that the very foundations of 
our movement have become obscured and 
remain unknown to the new generation 
of Communist workers. The maraud- 
ers compel us each time to dig up ABC 
truths out of the past, to elucidate them 
with painfully elaborate simplicity, not 
merely for the prematurely senile bureau- 
crats but primarily for the new Com- 
munist forces whom they are so cruelly 
mised uca ting. 

In any case, the quotations we have 
cited a few out of thousands — are 
enough to show that when Olgin and 



Markoff played upon the emotions and' member, pointed to our credentials and 
ignorance of the workers present, when ! observed : "That's from the Trotskyists. 



they sought ttr whip up a mob spirit 
against the Left Opposition, they were 
actually jeering at— Lenin! 

Cheer Conrusionists 
-Gag Oppositionists 

Olgin and Markoff were not the only 
speakers, although they spoke offiieally 
in the name of the Communist party. 
The lloor was also given freely to various 
other representatives. The terrible con- 
fusion existing among party members 
who spoke on this fundamental question 
of the struggle against war, could only 
leave a saddening impression upon Com- 
munists acquainted with the elements 
of Marxism. Few indeed spoke on the 
question from the standpoint of the class 
struggle and revolutionary policy. One 
was opposed to the war because a rela- 
tive was killed in the last war. Another, 
an engineer who had been to the Soviet 
Union, and who continued to emphasize 
that he represented nobody but himself 
(and isn't that the ease with the rest 
of the respectable window-dressing be- 
hind which the Stalinists arte practising 
their opportunistic policy?) delivered a 
speech which was a disgrace, not so 
much to himself, but to the conference 
of Communist workers who cheered him. 
One of his relatives, too, had been 
wounded in a war and he demanded (and 
how militantly!) that we shall no longer 
petition our governments against war, 
but demand that they do not unleash the 
dogs of war. Is the distinction plain to 
you? Furthermore, proposed this ingen- 
ious represe n t a ti ve-o f- nobody -but- h im self , 
this movement should carry on a cam- 
paign to enlighten the "soldier's, the 
police, the government spies" (we quote 
literally!) to "humanitarian ideas against 
war." He was thickly applauded, but 
not one party member in his speech had 
a word to say ah out his standpoint— 
they were too occupied with defending 
the pacifists against the Left Opposition. 

Another speaker was Roth, a member 
of the Socialist party from Ithaca, New 
York. The discovery of this or that iso- 
lated socialist worker who supports the 
Soviet Union, and his decorative presenta- 
tion by the Communist party at its "uui- 
ted front" conferences, is the substitute 
which Stalinism offers today in place of 
winning the masses of reformist workers 
in a genuine united front. Hoth's speech 
was also wildly applauded and exempted 
rom a word of comradely criticism by 
the party speakers. After having heard 
the sharp Communist criticism we made 
of the social democracy in our resolu- 
tion, not only consonant with participa- 
tion in a united front but quintessential, 
this Socialist declared: "I am glad to 
see that the fratricidal war in the Left 
wing movement of labor is confined to 
a few factions in the Communist and 
Socialist movements." By "fratricidal 
war", he evidently meant our revolution- 
ary criticism. His gratification, too, 
was justified. He met with no such rev- 
olutionary criticism from the Stalinists; 
nor did the pacifists who have been im- 
posed upon the "Anti-War Congress" as 
its leadership. 



cussing the invitation addressed to the 

Communist international by the Vienna j International or a stream which will un- 
International for the participation in a ' 'te the working class. What you do will 
common conference of the Second, Two- 1 decide the meaning of our action, if 
and-a-Half, and Amsterdam Interna- j >'0a fi S Q t with us and with the prole- 
fionais. decides not to accept." Ami af- '«riat of all hinds— not fight for dicta- 
publish the important articles we have't"' this motion was defeated, the 1922 torship, we do not expect so much, but 
been forced to hold over. I Olgins and Manuilskys declared: "it . fight for a crust of bread, fight against 



Unseat them!" Dryar, a committee 
member, turned upon him and demand- 
ed: "Are you a committee member? If 
not, we dont take any instructions from 
you!" Nevertheless, the proposal to un- 
seat us was made in the Committee, and 
were it not for the resistance of Dryar 
and his promise to the Stalinist mem- 
bers that he would bring the matter to 
the floor and fight to have us seated, 
their proposal for exclusion would un- 
doubtedly have been reported. As it was, 
the report was brought in to "seat all 
delegates" and before you could say 
"Jack Robinson!" the report was declar- 
ed accepted and the chairman hurried 
on to the next order of business. 

What they did not succeed in doing 
with us, they succeeded in doing with the 
delegate from the Weisbord group who 
presented his credentials at the door 
while the conference was in session. 
Upon his protests, the doors were imme- 
diately closed at the rear of the hall, 
a scuffile took place and he was barred 
— without any of our delegation inside 
the hall knowing what had happened un- 
til after the conference. In the course 
o£ the scuffle, when members of our 
League had come to the assistance of 
the excluded comrade who was being 
attacked by Stalinists, the police were 
called to "preserve order" They remain- 
ed thenceforward at the credentials table 
near the entrance, supervising the new- 
comers to see that they conformed with 
the "requirements" established by the 
Committee! Their supervision was un- 
doubtedly of great assistance in preserv- 
ing the level of the conference at the 
point of unruffled peace so desirable to 
its organisers. 

All doors open to petty bourgeois paci- 
fists! Suppression of the Marxists! 
Cheers and applause for the liberals, the 
"honest", the "rtellable"' friends of Rus- 
sia, the people who are, at best, weak 
.reeds to lean on and, at worst, treach- 
erous allies! Boos and hisses for the 
revolutionary Communists! This is the 
balance-sheet of the party's policy at the 
Xew York Conference. 



London in 
New York 



1915 and 
in 1932 



There is a striking analogy with our 
position contained in what happened at 
the obscure "London Conference" of Feb- 
ruary 14, 1915, called by the Allied so- 
cial patriots and Centrists, to which 
Lenin's Central Committee sent as its 
representative, Maximoviteh ( Lit vino v ) . 
to present the Bolshevik standpoint on 
war. His report is included in Lenin's 
article of March 3, 1915, "On the London 
Conference". Here is a brief, instruc- 
tive quotation: 

"I take the floor and protest against 
the official representative of our party 
not having been invited to tiie Interna- 
tional Socialist Bureau. The chairman, 
interrupts me and contends that all those 
'whose names are known' have been in- 
vited. I protest a second time against 
the failure to report on the actual re- 
presentatives. Thereupon I refer to our 
manifesto which expresses our standpoint 



But if every well-intentioned muddle- 1 towards the war and which was sent to 
head could get both the floor and acclaim' ,fle l - s - B - Before we can speak of 
of the Stalinists, a different atitude was' i' ( ' nt ' ( ' terms, we should establish with 
adopted towards the delegation of the wnat m eans we shall strive for them and 
Left Opposition. Towards the end of towards that end it must be established 
the meeting, Brodsky, who manipulated! if " general revolutionary social dem- 
the conference of the pa try with the, " crat 'c basis exists, if we are conferring 
skill and cynicism common ot the legal i,s chauvinists, pacifists or as social dem- 
professlon, suddenly made a motion to' 0<! 'ats. 1 read our declaration, but the 
bring the discussion to a close. Why?! chairman does not let me conclude and 
Because comrade Cannon had sent up his declares that it is not yet made clear 
name to the chairman to speak Bn de-j ' ■' ' f * am " delegate and that they 
fense of our resolution which Stalinist navc come together 'not for the purpose 
speakers had Ween given extended time- of criticizing the various parties' (!) ... 



to attack and misrepresent, Immediately, 
comrade Cannon rose, as did other de- 
legates in various parts of the hall, to 
demand if he would be given the right 
to make a concluding defense of the 
resolution before the hoiuse. The hall 
was in an organized tumult. Stalinist 
"plants" sought to shout down comrade 
Cannon's request for a point of infor- 
mation from the chair as to the pro- 
cedure on the resolution. Without pay- 
ing tiie slightest hit of attention to his 
Insistent calls to the chairman, the latter 
kept pounding the table with his ga»el, 
admonishing all to sit down and remain 
silent. 
The elementary right of a delegation 



I . . . seek to continue the declaration 
in order to establish If r, may remain. 
The chairman interrupts me and does 
not permit me to put 'conditions' to the 
conference." Etc., etc., in almost stup- 
efying similarity to the New York Con- 
ference at which the Bolshevik delegates 
were also denied the right to present 
their standpoint in contrast to that of 
petty bourgeois liberalism. 

Lenin's views on the question of war 
finally managed to make their way 
through the working class world despite 
the gavels of a whole race of "chair- 
men" who "interrupted". Our views, 
which we learned from Lenin, which we 
(Continued on page 3) 
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A Letter to Roger Baldwin 

On Stalinist-Pacifist Relations at the Anti-War Conference 



August 9, 1932. 
Mr. Rdger Baldwin, Director 
American Civil Liberties Union 
New York City 
My dear Baldwin : 

You left the anti-war conference at the 
Labor Temple last night after your open- 
ing speech as the representative of the 
"American Committee for the World 
Congress against War." Allow me to In- 
form you of what transpired after your 
departure and to put some questions 
to yon. 

Two resolutions were presented for 
consideration — the official (pacifist) re. 
solution presented in the name of your 
committee, and a different resolution, 
outlining the Leninist program for the 
fight against war, presented by the de- 
legation of the Communist Left Opposi- 
tion (Bolshevik-Leninists). 

The iloor war then given to a number 
of speakers who defended the official re- 
solution and attacked the resolution of 
the Left Opposition. Pacifists, "Left 
Socialists, official Communists and others 
spoke. The leader of the attack on the 
Leninist resolution, appropriately enough, 
was Olgin ; the same Olgln whom you will 
remember as the ardent patriot who at- 
tacked the Lenin program in 1917-18 
from the standpoint of Wilson's "14 
points." Our request far the floor to de- 
fend our resolution and answer the at. 
tacks made against it was refused by the 
chairman. 

Was it a pre-arranged plan on your 
part to leave the meeting and thus give 
tacit support to the steam-rolling of the 
Bolshevik-Leninists, or did you have 
other engagements, more important and 
more pressing at the moment, than the 
question of the fight against war and the 
principle of free speech in a movement 
under your leadership? 

I am Inclined to the first assumption. 
And, from a political point of view, your 
indirect support of the suppression of 
the Left Opposition at the conference is 
quite comprehensible. You, and the tend- 
ency you represent — pacifism — were in- 
dubitably the victors at the conference. 
In the united front between the Stalin, 
ists and the pacifists in the anti-war 
movement the Stalinists have yielded the 
principle positions all along the line, 
from Paris to New York. The program, 
the character of the preparatory pro- 
paganda and the leadership are pacifist. 
In return for these concessions you al- 
low the Stalinists to manipulate the 
movement organizationally and to sup- 
press the voice of the Left Opposition 
which they fear more than anything else. 
That is what your united front looks 
like to us. 

It must be admitted, again from a 
political point of View, that you and your 
fellow- thinkers have made an excellent 
bargain. "We cannot condemn it on those 
grounds, for we have never put the ques- 
tion of free speech and democracy as 
the fundamental question. We have 
stated more than once that we could re- 
concile ourselves even to bureaucracy if 
it could be demonstrated that it serves 
a revolutionary end. It is precisely be- 
cause the Stalinist hureaucraoy works 
in an opposite direction, because it 
serves as a blind instrument of reac- 
tion, that we oppose it so intransigeant- 

ly. 

But some clarification is needed as to 
your position. Hitherto you have de- 
fended free speech as a principle, even 
to the extent of demanding it for the 
Menshevlks in Russia and the Ku KIux 
Klun in America. That was your right, 
jf course. But if you have modified your - 
standpoint ; if you have decided to 
sacrifice the principle of free speech 
where we are concerned in a movement 
under the direction of your national com- 
mittee in return for the truly enormous 
concessions in principle made by the 



Stalinists, then you ought to make a 
frank public explanation of your change 
of position and the reason for it. 

Frankness and clarity are of special 
importance in every aspect of the strug- 
gle against war which incorporates at 
the present moment all the interests of 
the U. S. S. R. and the world proletar- 
iat. In the struggle against war noth- 
ing is more dangerous and disarming 
than ambiguity and deception. Let the 
position of every group be made clear 
in every respect! The faction to which 
I belong— the Bolshevik -Leninist faction 
— devotes itself especially to this work of 
clarification, not only of Its own posi- 
tion but also of others. 

In putting these questions to you I 
trust you will understand that they are 
meant invidiously in a personal sense. 
I do not doubt the sincerity of your in- 
tentions in the ant i- war movement. It 
Ik your program that we oppose. It is 
the ambiguity as to your attitude to- 
ward the right of the Left Opposition 



to participate and defend Its viewpoint 
in the conferehces organized under the 
auspices of your national committee that 
we seek to clear up. 

The Left Opposition is not against the 
participation of sincere pacifists in the 
antiwar conferences. It is against the 
pacifist program and the pacifist leader- 
ship, aided by the treacherous sanction 
of the Stalinist bureaucrats. To that we 
will always counterpose the Lenin pro- 
gram and the revolutionary leadership. 
This aim motivated our appearance at 
the conference last night and our request 
from the floor there. It will be the same 
In the future. 

The specific question to which we de- 
sire an answer now stands: Do you and 
the "American Committee for the World 
Congress against War" of which you are 
a prominent member, recognize our 
right to participate in the conferences and 
meetings under Its direction and to de- 
fend our views there, or have you come 
to a tacit agreement with the Stalinists 
to exclude us? .We will find the way to 
popularize the Lenin program in any 
case. We ask no favors. The sole object 
of this inquiry is clarification of your 

position. „ 

Yours, 

JAMES P. CANNON. 



The Party and the 6-Hour Day Slogan 



The New York Anti-War Confence 



(Continued from page 2) 
accepted because they were tested in the 
very crucible of war and revolution, will 
also make their way. Of that we have 
always been confident, and our convic- 
tions were strengthened manifold by the 
feeble, cowardly, apologetic defense the 
Stalinists made against our criticisms at 
the Labor Temple. 

The Conference, we said, centefed 
upon our standpoint, much to the chag- 
rin of the Stalinists. They had origin- 
ally planned the whole affair as an ela- 
borate masquerade, a repetition of ths 
catastrophic experiments with the An- 
glo-Russian Committee and the Anti-Im- 
perialist League. Instead of a revolu- 
tionary presentation of the Communist 
position, as an absolute pre -requisite for 
a united front with the non-Communist 
masses, the party planned a "respect- 
able" movement for which the liberals 
would furnish the window-dressing, 
thereby presumably enabling the party 
to win the masses — without the masses 
knowing a thing about it! Listen to how 
the party -con trolled New Masses of this 
August, with the distinguished Olgin on 
its editorial board, speaks thus of the 
movement : there must be built "a real- 
istic, uncompromising, American, peace,) 



movement, cooperating actively with tbej 
sane and determined forces of peace in 

other countries to the end that the war- 
makers may be exposed and checkmated 
on every front". "Sane and determined 
forces of peace" — how smoothly these; 
Stallnized dilettantes slip back into the 
language of "sane" liberalism, of the 
Nation and the New Republic! 

In harmony with this dazzling plan to 
present pacifism as revolutionary, while 
revolutionaries are dressed up-lnto paci- 
fists, the party had decided not to send 
official delegates to the anti-war confer- 
ence, apparently under the impression 
that this would somehow prove that 
the conference was nothing if not 
respectable. We are able to state 
here confidently and on incontroverti- 
ble authority that this was the or- 
iginal plan of the party strategists. 
They decided only at the very last min- 
ute to change this plan — only after the 
appearance of last week's Militant, 
where we exposed this cowardly piece of 
opportunism and announced that we 
would go to the Conference to present 
our point of view. Not even Baldwin, 
apparently, was tipped off to th*e change 
in the party's plans, because he referred 
in his speech to the fact that "of course" 
the Communist parti would not parti- 
cipate officially. 



Further indications that this was the 
original plan is seen in the fact that 
officially the T. U. U. L., the red trade 
union central organization, sent not a 
single delegate. The Young Communist 
League, which has as one of its highest 
tasks the struggle against war and mili- 
tarism, was not represented by a single 
delegate ! And even the party did not 
send any of its prominent leaders. To 
represent official Commomism, it sent a 
successful dentist, an equally successful 
lawyfer, a business man, and a second;- 
hand journalist. The conference must 
not be "too Red". It must be respect- 
able. It must satisfy the liberal au- 
thors, painters, poets and actors. It 
must confirm to the idea of a masquer- 
ade. 

A big debacle is being warmed up for 
us in the Stalinist kitchens. It in no 
other question, then at least In the ques- 
tion of the straggle against war the Stal- 
inists have had a "consistent" policy. 
Daily, deafening, endless cries about ttte 
"war danger", and opportunistic, com- 
binations with all the shady and dubi- 
ous elements inside and outside the labor 
movement to "lead" the struggle against 
war and for the defense of the Soviet 
Union as a substitute for the leadership 
of the Commuist party. This was the 
meaning of the combination with Pur- 
cell and Co., with Chiang Kai-Shek, 
Wang Chin Wei and Feng Yu-hslang, as 
well as with all the other adventurers and 
traitors who used Stalin's "Anti-Imper- 
ialist League" either as a refuge from 
working class storms at home or as a 
Communistic Monte Carlo where their 
fortunes might be replenished. In no 
case was this hollow substitute for a 
revolutionary struggle successful in ad- 
vancing the genuine anti-war movement 
by an inch or in adding to the defense 
of the Soviet Union. 

The present course being followed by 
the Comintern in the Barbusse Congress 
enterprise can lead to only one conclu- 
sion: catastrophe. One more or less 
will not matter, say tbe cynics. They 
are wrong. The capital accumulated by 
others and usurped by Stalin is far from 
inexhaustible. Each debacle has served 
to diminish it. Sta'lin continues to 
squander it and brings the world rev- 
olutionary movement and the Soviet Un- 
ion increasingly closer to a horrible end. 
It is high time for the Communist work- 
ers to awaken and act. The Opposition 
will be at their side. 



In the first period of tbe crisis the! 
Communist League of America advanced 
a series of slogans for the fight againat| 
unemployment. Among these, and as an 
outstanding propaganda slogan, we ad- 
vanced the slogan, "For the Six Hour 
Day, the Five Day week WITH NO RE- 
DUCTION IN PAY." Today, Hoover, 
Green and Hearst are making capital out 
of the six-hour day, five-day week pro- 
posal. It is advisable to review the pre- 
sent struggle and find out why the capi- 
talists have stolen a march on the work- 
ers, WHO is responsible, and FIND OUT 
WHAT THE RESULT WliL BE. The 
slogan for the six hour day has been ad- 
vanced in one form or the other by un- 
ions for over a decade, but not until 
the present crisis and the establishment 
of a permanent army of unemployed has 
the slogan attracted wide-spread atten< 
tion by different classes, for different 
ends. This must be explained. 

The tremendous increase in productive 
forces, the rationalization since the last 
war, has laid the economic base for' a 
corresponding change in the use of labor 
power. Around the value form of the 
product 'the capitalists attempt to reor- 
ganize the American labor power, on the 
basis of the reorganized Industrial struc- 
ture of American- Imperialism. From 
this flows increased class struggles. 
Around the attempted reorganization of 
the labor power, will first develop strug- 
gles on immediate demands til at can 
lead in short order into deeper channels. 
If we allow the capitalists to reorgan- 
ise the labor power to their own liking 
the workers will have less space neces- 
sary for the running jump to overthrow 
capitalism. If we allow the capitalists 
to reorganize the labor power' without 
presenting a Marxian analysis, the class 
must again condemn the vanguard for 
failure. The Stalin policy has already 
failed in this field. 

The Capitalist Aim 

In" this period of capitalism, the fall 
In the rate of profit forces the capital- 
ists to make tip the loss by the most 
drastic steps. They must change the 
ratio of necessary labor (wages) and 
surplus wages (surplus value) to their 
interest. The lengthening of the work- 
day has given way to the speed-up and 
drastic reduction of wages in order to 
reduce the necessary labor and increase 
the surplus labor' to keep up the falling 
rate of profit. In crises, and in sections 
of the industrial structure the capital- 
ists are still able to lengthen the work- 
day, but the general trend is in the op- 
posite direction, due to the developed 
productive forces which fofces them to 
resort to speed-up and general wage 
I cuts. The developed productive forces 
' since the war have forced into the strue- 
1 ture for the first time an absolute de- 



in the ranks of Communism. The edltor-j 
lal tells us in terms none too mild that 
the Hoover-Green, and we may odd, 
Hearst Five-Day week proposal is a man- 
euver against the working class. To be 
opposed to the Hoover-Hearst-Gieen 
shorter week proposal is not a dif- 
ficult thing for a Communist pa- 
per but to present class reasons why 
take up. To pass off the shorter work- 
day proposal of the capitalists as an- 
other stagger plan is to miss the very 
center of the contradiction, the relation 
of production and the commodity labor 
power. Not to understand this A 
B C of Marxism economy, makes im- 
possible an adoption of Marxian tactics 
and strategy for the class. 

A Stalinist Muddle 
The editorial further, either through 
ignorance or lies, confuses the stagger 
plan with the struggle for, "The six hour 
day, the five day week and no reduction 
in pay." The editorial says, "The so- 
cialists, the Musteites, the Trotskyites are 
putting forward the slogan of 30-hour 
week without reduction of pay. In 
reality they are helping put into effect 



crease of the number of workers em- 



1 ployed in production, which opened the 
I door for a permanent army of millions 
of unemployed workers. 

This new condition called for new 
action on the part of the capitalists to- 
ward the commodity, labor power, if they 
intend to continue to exploit the work- 
ers. Likewise, it calls for bold steps by 
the workers' vanguard ; to utilize the con- 
tradiction in the capitalist system to en- 
able the class to take one or more steps 
forward. This can be done in many 
ways, but in this field it can only be done 
one way— and that is by presenting a 
Marxian analysis of the higher relation 
of labor power to production and pre- 
sent a Marxian program of action for 
the class. The party under Stalinist 
leadership not only failed in this task 



MILITANT BUILDERS 



THE MIRACLE ISSUE 

As our readers know from our front 
page appeal tor financial help we are 
facing extraordinary difficulties in get- 
ting the Militant out each week. Last 
week they seemed so insuperable that 
after the paper was sent off to the post 
office we still could not believe it. And 
when tbe happy realization was borne in 
on us we felt that we had performed a 
miracle. Last week's issue will go down 
in the history of our movement as th» 
miracle issue. 
MOVING UP 

Of course, one of the best and sound- 
est ways of obviating such miracles and 
the situation which makes them neces- 
sary is to get subs. We are doing thi« 
but the tempo is too slow. Some tlms 
ago we warned that the number of subs 
which expire each week must be mora 
than balanced by new subs. Comrades, 
we are barely holding our own. We ar« 
moving up but too slowly. The record 
for this week which we give below if 
compared with last week's will show 
that. 

Comrades, the Militant is In danger. 
We ourselves must save it. Part of th« 
work must take the form of raising subs. 
Subs, get subs, get renewals. We must 
get subs. 

A good sign in the staff record is th« 
fact that the old timers are being crowd- 
ed for their places. New comrades ar« 
stepping out ahead of them. 



J. Weber 
A. Weaver 
C. Cowl 
P. Schulman 
H. Nashua 
L. Goodman 
II. Schwartz 
J. Edwards 
W. Wynne 
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-MAX SHACHTMAN. 



I hut now comes out with action that 
closes the door to the whole problem. 

] Tbe Editorial of the Dally Worker of 
August 4 (city edition) dealing with 
Hoover-Green shorter week proposal 

! plays Into the hands of the capitalists 
and presents another heap of confusion 



The record by branches is as follows: 
New York 10 1-2 

Minneapolis 3 1-2 

Chicago 2 

Philadelphia 1 

Other branches — get busy! 
GERMANY— THE KEY TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL SITUATION 

As might have been expected with the 
present developments in Germany tthe 
demand for this pamphlet has shot up 
like a sky rocket. Our supply Is almost 
exhausted. All that we have left are 
some hundred copies. And at the rate 
they are going they won't last another 
ten d,ays. This is last call for this pam- 
phlet. In next week's issue we will have 
to announce it as out of print. 



The Left Opposition's Resolution at the New York Anti=War Conference 



The Conference Against War assembled 
on August 8th at the Labor Temple, re- 
presenting numerous labor and fraternal 
organizations of New York, declares 
that the problem of imperialist war and 
aggression against the Soviet Union has 
now become a most acute question re- 
quiring the immediate consideration of 
the working class of this country and 
the rest of the world. 

The present world-wide crisis of cap- 
italism is accentuating the conflicts 
among the Imperialist powers to the high- 
est degree and by the very nature of 
capitalist society is driving them head- 
long towards another bloody conflict for 
the re-division of the markets and other 
sources of power In the world, in which 
each of the great powers, expecting a 
victorious outcome, hopes to emerge 
from the crisis raging In its midst. The 
numerous "disarmament" conferences 
which have been held in Geneva are an 
enormous swindle, comparable to the 
various "peace" conferences and maneu- 
vers of the days before the world war of 
1914-18, which were calculated by the 
imperialist powers merely for the pur- 
pose of jockeying for position in the 
field of armaments and for lulling the 
working class of the world Into a feel- 
ing of false security during which all 
the preparations were actually being 
made for war itself. The preaching of 
"disarmaments" is pernicious, hypocrisy 
which, In reality, serves to disarm the 
working class at the same time that the 
capitalist class is arming itself to the 
teeth. 

War and the Soviet Union 

The preparations for a new imperialist 
world war go on simultaneously with the 
preparations for an aggressive assault 
upon the Soviet Union. The imperialists 
have a permanent hatred for the So- 
viet Union not only because of the eco- 
nomic advances it has made, but prim- 



Lenin's Fundamental Views Which Were Voted Down 
By the Stalinists in Alliance With the Pacifists 

arily because it is the fatherland of the eial democracy, today also, are the petty 



workers everywhere, the beacon light 
which inspires the proletariat throughout 
the world to intensify its fight for em- 
ancipation from capitalism. 

The strength of the International pro- 
letariat Is the best defense of the Soviet 
Union. The attack upon the latter, 
therefore, Is commenced by the capitalist 
offensive and the assaults of Fascism 
upon the working class outside the So- 
viet Union. iWar against Russia ia a 
military continuation and- prolongation 
of the attack upon the proletariat in 
every country. The defense of the So- 
viet Union cannot be conceived of with- 
out a revolutionary struggle of the work- 
ing class in all lands, led by the Com- 
munist parties, against their own bour- 
geoisie. Defense of Russia without posi- 
tive participation In this revolutionary 
struggle is merely a liberal gesture. 

War is not an arbitrary act of evil- 
doing individuals. It is the inevitable 
product of captallst imperialism -which 
cannot be abolished without the over- 
throw of the ruling class and its systfem. 
Only to the extent that the working class 
is united under the leadership of the 
Communist party will it be able to con- 
duct an effective struggle against the 
danger of imperialist war and military 
Intervention against the Soviet father- 
land of the proletariat. 

The war of 1914-1918 not only reveal- 
ed the bankruptcy of capitalist society, 
but above all the bankruptcy and treach- 
ery of the social democracy of all lands, 
including the pacifists, who served as an 
obstacle In the path of working class 
struggle against war. Pacifism and so- 



bourgeois agencies of imperialism in the 
ranks of the working class. The confer- 
ence condemns and rejects the views of 
these tendencies as dangerous to the 
genuine struggle against war. "Resist- 
ance to war", "general strike to stop 
war" and similar slogans of pacifism 
are deceptive phrases and gestures, 
without the revolutionary unification of 
the working class under Communist 
leadership which can put an end to war 
only by working systematically to con- 
vert the imperialist war into a civil war 
of the proletariat against the bourge- 
oisie. 

In the event of an outbreak of imper- 
ialist war, the working class decisively 
rejects the reactionary idea of "defense 
of fatherland", for it has no fatherland 
except the Soviet Union. In a war of 
imperialism, the working class takes a 
defeatist position. While participating 
in the armies of the capitalists for the 
aims of its own class, the proletariat 
works for the defeat of its own bour- 
geoisie as the first step In the overthrow 
of its capitalism. The struggle against 
war, therefore, Is primarily the strug- 



viet movements on Russia's western 
frontiers, the conference declares that 
the present situation in Germany con- 
stitutes not only the gravest danger to 
the Soviet Union but to the existence 
of the working class and revolutionary 
movement throughout the world. Upon 
victory or defeat of German Fascism 
will depend the fate of the world work- 
ing class and the Soviet Union for the 
next epoch. Hitler can preserve himself 
in power only as a counter-revolutionary 
agent of France and the other great 
powers, only as the butcher of the Ger- 
man proletarian vanguard, only as the 
primary instrument in a military attack 
on liussia. The defeat of Hltlerism is 
therefore the immediate problem of the 
whole working class, and requires the 
utmost concentration of forces. The 
conference therefore urges upon the 
German Communist Party a consistent 
application of the policy of the united 
front towards the social-democratic mass- 
es to annihilate Fascism in the form of 
a proposal to the social democratic 
party for a united front on the basis of 
concrete minimum demands, aimed at a 
united death-blow to the Hitlerites. The 
policy of the united front developed un- 
der the leadership of Lenin and Trot 
sky at the Third and Fourth Congresses 
of the Communist International, the 
unity of the working class will make it 
possible to smash Hitlerlsm and thus 
destroy the instruments of reaction dir- 



gle againt one's own ruling class and 
does not begin only when war has broken ected at the Soviet Union. The problem 
out. It must be carried on In the same| of the struggle against war Is now posed 
class spirit: before, during and after the' most acutely by the Fascist menace in 
outbreak of war. Germany and it is there that the battle 

The Key Danger— Hltlerism j is concentrated at the moment. 

While calling the attention of the ' *<* Revolutionary Struggle Against War 
workers to the acute threat to the Soviet j The acuteness of the situation requires 
Union contained in the Japanese at- that the Communist International shall 
tacks on Manchuria, supported by French | tstfcf the initiative and leadership in the 
imperialism, which is the most active development of an international strng- 
supporter and organizer of the anti-So-, sic against war and for the defense of the 



Beginning with the next issue, the 
Militant will print brief sketches of 
the individuals chosen to head the 
Barbusse- Holla nd - Wei Is-Gorky- Slnclai r 1 
"Congress Against War" From these 
sketches our readers will be able to 
gain an idea of the records of those 
to whom the leadership of a "strug- 
gle against Imperialist war" has been 
entrusted. Watch the next issue! 



Soviet Union. To leave such a move- 
ment in the hands and under the leader- 
ship of confusionists and pacifists like 
Henri Barbusse, Romain Holland, H. G. 
Wells, and their American followers can 
only prevent the unfolding of a revolu- 
tion it ry anti-war struggle. 

As against a movement led and domin- 
ated by such elements and ideas, the 
conference urges the Communist Inter- 
national and the Red International of 
Labor Unions to convene an Interna- 
tional Congress to which shall he public- 
ly invited the Second International, the 
International Federation of Trade Un- 
ious (Amsterdam), the International 
Worklngmen's Association (Anarcho-syn- 
dicalists), in order to prepare a world- 
wide struggle against the danger of im- 
perialist war, against the threat of Fasc- 
ism in Germany and for the defense of 
the Soviet Union. Convocation of a 
similar gathering In Berlin In April 1922, 
initiated by the Communist International 
and including the Second and Two-and- 
a-Half Internationals served admirably 
to broaden the movement for a revolu- 
tionary struggle against capitalism. 

In the meanwhile, the Conference urges 
that such a plan be executed immediately 
on a national scale in the United States. 

The Conference instructs its delegates 
to the World Con-res* against War to 
adopt a position there in harmony with 
the views expressed in this resolution. 



the stagger plan." The above argument 
is about us effective as the ultra-Leftist 
who says ; because the capitalists rule by 
the parliament and the Communists par- 
ticipate in parliaments, both are fakers; 
because the capitalists advocate social in- 
surance and the Communist advocate 
social and unemployment insurance the 
Communists are no better than the cap- 
italists. Every immediate demand has 
two sides to it, its exploiter and ex- 
ploited side, its reformist and revolu- 
tionary side. In the struggle for imme- 
diate demands the capitalists and reform- 
ers struggle for one end, and the revolu- 
tionists for the other. Such is the case 
with unemployment insurance, with elec- 
tions, with strikes, with civil war and 
likewise with the demand for the six- 
hour day the five day week, and no re- 
duction of pay. 

The Stalinists present the seven-hour 
day slogan as correct, and the six-hour 
day slogan as false The editorial bases 
its argument upon, "the full time work 
week bi-lng iininnd 50 hours, the demand 
for the 30 hour week without reduction 
of pay would be not to take the strug- 
gle of the workers seriously and to 
pave the way for the stagger plan." The 
bourgeois average of 50 hours a week 
for full time workers (bow many at full 
time work in the crisis?) does not de- 
termine the sloaan for the class, as Stal- 
inism contends. 

The six-hour day, five-day week, with- 
out reduction in pay is based upon the 
needs of the workers at the present stage 
of American capitalism. The editorial 
says, "Through speed-up the capitalists 
hope to get out of the workers the same 
production in the six hours as they now 
set out of an eight hour day." The 
capitalists have already accomplished 
this In the past and In the future the 
speed-up will be increased, even though 
the workers don't get any reduction in 
hours. Seven hours, under capitalist 
speed-up, is too much. The workers can- 
not stand the pace. The hours must be 
reduced to six if ordinary health is to 
he had. The struggle for the six-hour 
day does not rac;m the 30 hour week av- 
erage. The eight hour movement of the 
eighties did not mean a 48 hour average. 
The six hour day struggle is the driving 
force to reduce all hours in industries 
that run ail the way from 8 to 16 hours. 
If we win the six hour day it will only 
menu about a 40 hour AVERAGE for 
the American industries 

Hours and Wages 

A reduction of hours for the class, on 
the basis of class struggle, regardless 
of the bosses ability here and there to 
lower wages — has the directly opposite 
effect on wages. History proves the re- 
duction of the hours of work per day 
causes wages to rise. Marxism also 
pi'oves this — in case some Stalinists care 
to consult their Marxian economics. 

We have warned the party many 
months ago in the columns of the Mili- 
tant about the danger of playing around 
with the six-hour day slogan. We said 
if the party did not take the lead, the 
reformers and the capitalists would take 
the lead and turn it into a campaign 
against us to reduce the standard of liv- 
ing further The capitalists and reform- 
ers, through the neglect of Stalinism now 
have their hands on a weapon and will 
use it on our heads In the eight-hour 
day struggle in the Eighties the workers 
hud the weapon and used It over the 
heads of the capitalists. Every immedi- 
ate demand ia a race between the classes 
for the lever; and the tactics and strat- 
egy, based on Marxian analysis will de- 
termine If we can obtain the lever, in- 
stead of the capitalists, in the class 
struggle 

The slogan, advanced by us many 
mouths ago for "Long Term Credits to 
the Soviet Union." has also met the same 
fate in the hands of these Stalinist mud- 
dle heads. The Communist League of 
America must intensify its activity with- 
in and outside of the party in the class 
struggle to win a greater organized Left 
Opposition to give us more pressure upon 
Stalinist revisionism, to enable our class 
and vanguard more effectively to fight the 
capitalists. 

The slogan for the six-hour day, the 
five-day week, with no reduction in pay, 
is the central proiMiganda slogan for the 
struggle against unemployment. To unite 
the employed and unemployed upon a 
solid organizational basis. It is not a 
question of social insurance, or immediate 
relief, or the shorter work day, or long 
term credits to the Soviet Union or the 
United Front— -which Is first and which 
is second. Immediate relief Is the most 
pressing problem for the class at the 
moment but this does not mean we build 
a movement around the slogan of Imme- 
diate relief as the first or central slogan. 
Depending upon ebbs and flows, upon 
sharp turns or victories, other slogans 
will be shifted to the spotlight and then 
replaced by one of the other slogans. The 
structure must he _built on a solid or. 
ganizational base, that touches the roots 
of the capitalist system that spans the 
whole period of unemployment, and at 
the same time enables the other slogans 
to build upon this structure. This 
slogan is the slogan for the reduction of 
hours, "The six -hour day, tbe five-day 
week, with no reduction In pay." 

— H. O. 



PORTRAIT OF A YOUTH 

By good fortune we have picked up a 
copy of Max Eastman's biography of 
comrade Trotsky which Is out of print. 
The title of it is — Leon Trotsky, the Por- 
trait of a Youth. We have only one copy 
and we refuse to sell it. But we will 
turn it over to the Militant stair to be 
included in its premiums to be offered 
to the highest standing member of the 
staff of Militant Builders at the end of 
August. 
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Hands Off Rosa Luxemburg 

«mrM«.t- R«ply to the SUnderin S of 

-m. m October 1919 (."Greetings to D*„«l.,ti rt m«f 



by LEON 
TROTSKY 



German Corn- 



wrote in October 

the Italian, French and 
munists"),".- -in the moment of £e 

seizure of power ana the creation of the 
Soviet Republic, Bolshevism rema ned 
alone in the Held, it had drawn to 1 self 
the test or the tendencies closest to It la 
socialist thought." 1 repeat,' «ben Lenm 
wrote this, he unquestionably had in 
mind also the tendencies of Rosa Luxem- 
burg whose closest adherents, e. g., 
Markhlevsky, Djerjinsky *«* ***** 
were working in the ranks of the Bol- 

Sh Lenin understood Rosa Luxemburg's 
mistakes more profoundly than SUlta. 
but it was not accidentally hat Lenin 
once quoted the old couplet in relation 
to Luxemburg, 

Betimes the eagles down swoop and 

'neath the barnyard fowl fly, 
But barnyard fowl with outspread 
wings will never soar amid the 
clouds In the sky. 
Precisely the case! Precisely the point. 
For this very reason Stalin should pro- 
ceed with caution before expending his 
vicious mediocrity when the matter 
touch figures of such stature as Rosa 
Luxemburg. 

In the article "In relation to the His- 
tory of the Question of the Dictator- 
ship." Lenin (October 1820} touching 
upon questions of the Soviet State and 
the dictatorship rl the proletariat, al- 
ready posed by the 1905 Revolution, 
wrote, "Suel! outstanding representatives 
of the revolutionary proletariat and ol 
the unfalsifted Marxism as Rosa Luxem- 
burg evaluated immediately the signific- 
ance of the practical experience 
came forward at meetings and in the 
press with critical analyses of it." On 
the contrary, -people, of the type of fu- 
ture Kautskyites " . - evinced an utter 
incapacity to understand the significance 
of this experience.- In a lew Hues, 
Lenin fully pays the tribute of recogni- 
tion to the historical significance of Rosa 
Luxemburg's struggle against Kautsky 
the struggle, which Lenin himself had 
been far from immediately evaluating 
Its true worth. If to Stalin, 



Revolutionist 



alty, he did not even take the bother 
of verifying what he himself had said 
on the same subject Ave years before, 

The new variant of the history of the 
ideas of the Permanent Revolution wa» 
Indicated first of all by an urge to pro- 



gle against Leninism. . ' ." Such Is tire 

unexpected history of the origin of th« vide a dish more spicy that all those 

theory of the Permanent Revolution, in^ preceding. It is needless to explain that 

accordance with the latest hfstorlcal re-' Martov was dragged in by the hair for 

searches of Stalin. But, alas, the in- the sake of the greater piquancy of theor- 

vestigutor forgot to consult his own pre- etical and historical cookery. Martov's 

vious learned works. In 1925 this same attitude to the theory and practice of 

Stalin had already expressed himself on the Permanent Revolution was one of ^a™^,,^.,.™— ~ ™ 

this question in his polemic against Ra- unalterable antagonism, and in the old ^ Trotsky and 

dek. Here is what he wrote then, "It is days he stressed more than once that ^/^^ oomrade9 . AiI Lne revolution. 

ary honor and the capacity for action, 
which the social democracy of the West 
so lacked, were demonstrated by the Bol- 
sheviks. Their October insurrection was 
not only tiie true salvation of the Rus- 
not a single major question of interna- 



that the shade of Rosa Luxemburg is 
irreconcilably inimical to him. But this 
does not hinder the great shade from re- 
maining the bannef of the international 
proletarian revolution. 
LUXEMBURG AND THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION 

Rosa Luxemburg criticized very sev- 
erely and fundamentally, incorrectly the 
policies of the Bolsheviks in 1918 from 
her prison cell. But even in this, her 
most erroneous work, her eagle's wings 
are to be seen Here is her general eva- 
luation of the October .overturn, '"Every- 
thing thut the party had the power to 
perform in the sphere of valour, of force- 
ful action, of revolutionary farsighted- 
ness a?id con sequential i less — all that was 



not true that the theory of the Perman. Trotsky's views on Revolution were re- 
jected equally by the Bolsheviks as well 
as the Mensheviks. But it is not worth 
while to pause over this. 

What is truly fatal is that there is 



at 



ent Revolution . . was put forward in 
1905 by Rosa Luxemburg and Trotsky. 

As a matter of fact this theory was put 
forward by Parvus and Trotsky." This 
assertion may be consulted on page 186, 
'•Questions of Leninism", Russian edi- 
liou, lf>2(5. Let us hope that it obtains 
in all foreign editions. 
LUXEMBURG AND THE 
PERMANENT REVOLUTION 

So, in 1925, Stalin pronounced Rosa 
Luxemburg not guilty in the commis- 
sion of such a cardinal sin as partici- 
pating in the creation of the theory of 
the Permanent Revolution. "As a mat- 
ter of fact, this theory was put forward 
by Parvus and Trotsky"' In 1931, we 
are informed by the identical Stalin that 
it was precisely, "Parvus and Rosa Lux- 
emburg . . . who concocted the Utopian 
mid semi -Men she vist schema of the Per- 
manent Revolution". As for Trotsky he 
was innocent of creating the theory. It 
was only "caught up" by him, and at 
sume time by . . Martov! ! ! Once 
again Stalin is caught with the goods. 
Perhaps he writes on questions of which 
he ean make neither head nor tall Or 
is he consciously shuffling marked cards 
in playing with the basic questions of 
Marxism? It is incorrect to pos# this 
question as an alternative. As a matter 
of fact, both the one and the other ob- 
tain here. The Stalinist falsifications 
are conscious in so far as they are dic- 
tated at each given moment by entirely 
concrete personal interests. At the same 



time they are semi-conscious, in so far 
the ally of Chiang Kai-Shek, and the' as his congentlal ignorance place no im- 
comrade in arms of Purceli, the theore- 1 pediments whatsoever to his theoretical 
ticlan of "the worker-peasant party", of propensities. 



"the democratic dictatorship" or "Kon- 
antagonialng the bourgeoisie", etc.,— if 
to him Rosa Luxemburg is the represen- 
tative of Centrism, to Lenin she is the 
representative of "unfalsifted Marxism". 
What this designation meant coming as 
it does from Lenin's pen is clear to 
any one who is even slightly acquainted 
with Lenin. 

THE BANNER OF THE 
PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION 

I take the occasion to point out here 
that in the notes to Lenla's works there 
Is among others the following said about 
Rosa Luxemburg "During the florescence 
of the Berstelnian revisionism and later 
of ministerialism (Millerand), Luxem- 
burg carried ou against this tendency a 
decisive fight, taking her position in the 
Left wing of the German party ' . . In 
1907 she participated as a delegate of 
the S. 1>. of Poland and Lithuania in the 
London Congress of R. S. D. L. P., sup- 
porting the Bolshevik faction on all 
basic questions of the Russian revolu- 
tion From 1907, Luxemburg gave her- 
tfelf over entirely to work in Germany, 
taking a Left-radical position and carry- 
ing on a fight against the Center and 
the Right wing . . . Her participation 
in the January 1919 insurrection has 
made her name the banner of the prole- 
tarian revolution." 



But facts remain facts. In his war 1 
against "the Trotskyist contraband 
Stalin has fallen foul of a new personal 
enemy, Kosa Luxemburg! He did not 
pause for a moment before lying about 
her and villifyiiu* her ; and moreover be- 
fore proceeding to put into circulation his 



(ioual proletarian revolution, on which 
Stalin has failed to express two directly 
contradictory opinions. We all know 
that in April 1924, he conclusively de- 
monstrated in "The Questions of Lenin- 
ism" the impossibility of building social- 
ism in an one country. In autumn, in a 
new edition of the book, he substituted 
in its place a proof (i. e., a bald pro- 
clamation) that the proletariat "can and 
must" build socialism In one country. 
The entire remainder of the text was 
left unchanged. On the question of the 
worker-peasant party, of the Brest-Lit- 
ovsk negotiations, the leadership of the 
October Revolution, on the national 
question, etc., etc., Stalin contrived to 
put forward, for a period of a few years, 
sometimes of a few months, opinions 
that were mutually exclusive. It would 
be incorrect to place the blame in every- 
thing on a poor memory. The matter 
reaches deeper here. Stalin fcamfrilete- 
ly lacks any method of scientific think- 
ing, he has no criteria of principles. He 
approaches every question as if that 
question were born only today and stood 
apart from all other questions. Stalin 
contributes his judgments entirely de- 
pending upon whatever personal interest 
of his is uppermost and most urgent 
today. The contradictions that convict 
him are the direct vengeance for his 
vulgar empiricism. Rosa Luxeburg 
does not appear to him in the perspec- 
tive of the German, Polish and interna- 
tional workers movement of the last half- 
century. No, she is to him each time 
a new, and, besides, an isolated figure, 
regarding whom he is compelled in every 
new situation to ask himself anew, "Who 
goes there Friend of foe?" Unerring 



sian Revolution but it also saved the 
honor of international socialism." Can 
this perchance be the voice of Centrism? 
In the succeeding pages, Luxemburg 
subjects to severe criticism the policies 
of the Bolsheviks in the agrarian sphere, 
their slogan of national self-determina- 
tion, and their rejection of formal dem- 



Ferment in the British Party 

Open Letter from^Comrade Stewart Purkis to Harry Pollitt 



Dear Comrade Pollitt, 

You have asked a straight question: 
you have a straight answer. You have 
asked me how far I go with "The Com- 
munist" — the bulletin which contained 
comrade Trotsky's article "Germany i the 
Key to the International Situation", and 
other material by the British Group of 
the Left Opposition. My answer to you 
mid to my comrades iu the British party 
U: "1 go with it all the way." Not only 
does this answer inevitably incur expul- 
sion: it also entails misunderstanding, 
disappointment and condemnation among- 
st valued comrades. It is my duty to 
them and to the Party, that I state 
clearly why I take any stand with the 
British Group of the Left Opposition. 
Stand — One of Policy 

First 1 wish to say that my reasons 
are political, not personal. During my 
five years of Party membership, I have 
experienced — with few and trifling excep- 
tions — nothing but good will and com- 
radeship in my Party iife: the rank and 
lile of the Party are, as a whole, splen- 
did comrades and fellow workers. The 



ocraey. In this criticism we might add,! leadership of our Party has in It men 
directed equally against Lenin and Trot- f outstanding gifts: a writer as acute 
sky, she makes no distinction whatever as K. P. Dutt ; an organizer as skilled 
between their views; and Rosa Luxem- as Kinile Burns; a speaker, tactician and 



burg knew how to read, understand, and 
seine upon shadings. It did not even fall 
Into her head, for instance, to accuse 
me of the fact that by being in solidar- 
ity with Lenin on the agrarian question, 
1 had changed my views on the peas- 
antry. And moreover she knew these 
views very well singe I had developed 
them in detail in I9D9 in her Polish 
journal . . . Rosa Luxemburg ends her 
criticism with the demand, "In the policy 
of the Bolsheviks the essential must be 
distinguished from the unessential, the 
fundamental from the accidental '"The 
fundamental she considers to be the forte 
of the action of the masses, the will to 
socialism. "In this relation", she writes, 
"Lenin and Trotsky with their friends 
were Ihe first who have set an example 
to the world proletariat. Even now they 
remain the only ones who can exclaim 
with Husk, This, I have dared !" 

Yes, Stalin has sufficient cause to hate 
Rosa Luxemburg. But all the more im- 
perious therefore becomes our duty to 
shield Rosa's memory from Stalin's 
calumny that has been caught by the 
hired functionaries of both hemispheres, 
mid to pans on this truly beautiful, heroic 
and tragic image to tile young genera- 
tions of the proletariat in all its grandeur 



instinct has this time whispered to the and insplritional force. 



stallion's doses of vulgarity and dlsloy- theoretician of socialism in one country Prinkipo, June 28, 1932 



The Black Hordes of Fascism at the Gates of Power 



(Continued from page 1) 
the Central Executive Committee of the 
C. P. G. has condemned the Berliri-Bran- 
denburg united front action of June 20. 
The whole theory of "social Fascism" 
with all its disastrous appendages is to 
remain intact. The "red united front 
under the leadership of the Communist 
party" is to remain the line. 

Nothing can be more fatal, nofhing 
can be more tragic than this thought- 
less and irrt^sponsible action of the Ger- 
man Stalinists. At a time wtien the 
deadly enemy is at the doorstep, the 
Stalinist bureaucrats persist in their 
headless and giddy ultimatist game. They 
simply refuse to tear the mask oft the 
treacherous social democracy at this, the 
most propitious moment. They are throw- 



swept away the Reichstag, the dictator-] international proletariat is standing be- 



ing away the opportunity of uniting the 
Of course, the author ol these noteSj Communist vanguard with the social 
will in all probability on the mortow democratic workers in one common front 
confess his sins and announce that in w hich the workers all want and for the 
Lenin's epoch he wrote in a benighted sa k e f which they will break wlt,h the 
condition, and that lie reached complete treacherous leader's who want to sabot- 
enlightenment only in the epoch of lge j r> fpi, e criminal, headless German 
Stalin. At the present moment announce- 
ments of this sort— combinations of; 
sycophancy, idiocy and buffoonery— are 
made daily in the Moscow press. But 
they do not change the nature of things, 
"What's once set down in black and 
white, no ax will hack nor all yoWr 
might". Yes, Rosa Luxemburg has be- 
come the banner of the proletarian rev- 
olution ! 

How and wherefore, however, did 
Stalin suddenly busy himself— at BO be- 
lated a time— with the revision of the 
old Bolshevik valuation of Rosa Luxem- 
burg? As was the case with all bis 
preeeeding theoretical abortions so with 
this latest one, and the most scandal- 
ous, the origin lies in the logic of his 
struggle against the theory of Perman- 
ent Revolution. In his "historical" arfl- 



cle, Stalin once again allots the cnier^ haye crashe|1] (ho worliers . rf hts nave 
place to this theory. There is not a sin- 
gle new word In what he says. I have 
long ago answered all his arguments in 
my book "The Permament Revolution". 
From the historical viewpoint the ques- 
tion will be sufficiently clarified, I trust, 
in the second volume of "The History of 
the Russian Revolution" {The October 
Revolution), not on the press. In the 
present ease the question of the Per- 
manent Revolution concerns us only In- 
sofar as Stalin links It up with Rosa 
Luxemburg's name. We shall presently 
see how the hapless theoretician has con- 
trived to set up for himself a murderous 
trap. 

After recapitulating the controversy 
between the Mensheviks and the Bol- 
sheviks on the question of the moving 
forces in the Russian revolution and 
after masterfully compressing a series of 
mistakes Into a few lines, which I am 
compelled to leave without an examina- 
tion, Stalin indites, "What was the at- 
titude of the Left German social dem- 
ocrats, Parvus and Rosa Luxemburg to 
these controversies? They concocted a 
Utopian" and a seroi-Menshevlst schema of 
the Permanent Revolution . . . Suhsequ- 



ship was Instituted in Prussia — all with- 
out a struggle, all without any resist- 
ance. The Communist party has simply 
played the role of a helpless onlooker. 
It has not given tiie working class lead' 
ership. It has paralyzed by the Stalin- 
ist line of policy. The bourgeoisie has 
been pushing through an unobstructed of- 
fensive. The Fascists are primed for 
power. Germany is to be iianded over 
directly to the butchers of the working 
class ! 

The Next Step of Fascism— 
War Against the ti. S. S. R. 
But not only Germany. The next step 
in the bourgeois offensive is war — the 
international, the imperialist extension of 
Fascism — imperialist war against the 
workers' state, against Soviet Russia. 
The Fascists have gained their follow- 
ing by vague and magnanimous promis- 
ing. There fs no other way for German 
capitalism than the bloody rule of Fasc- 
ism. There is no other way out for Fasc- 
ism than the adventure of Imperialist 
war against another nation, war in which 
it will receive unconditional support 
from the money bags abroad. That na- 
tion is and can be none otfier than the 
U. S. 8. R„ the fatherland of the inter- 
national working class, the fortress of 
the world revolution! 

We are at a turning point In history. 
The German working class is not yet 
crushed. The institution of fascism Is, 
however, a matter of days. The Stalin- 
ist leadership has enormously failed in 
its task. Without the guidance of its 
revolutionary Communist party, left in 
the hands of the petrified and putrifying 
social democracy, the working class of 
Germany will be lost and with Germany 
lost, defeat, terrible, bloody defeat stares 
into the eyes of the Soviet Union and 
the working class of the world. 

Tet, yet, It is not too late. But the 
fatal moment i« almost here. Not a 

been trampled under foot, the press (even [single hour, not a minute is to be lost. 

the (Vorwaerts) suppressed, Von Papen [ Workers, Communists, the destiny of the 



Stalinists must be stopped ! 

Where is the Communist Internation- 
al? What has the Stalinist faction in 
control of the C. I. and of the Soviet 
Union to say in this hour of despera- 
tion? Stalin and his faction arc main- 
taining a dastardly silence, a silence 
which condones the criminal policy of 
flic German leadership. We stigmatize 
this unheard-of, cowardly, silence on the 
part of Stalin as an act of treachery. 

The Stalinist leadership has allowed 
the working class of Germany to pass 
from one defeat to another In the last 
year alone. Emergency decree has fol- 
lowed emergency decree. The workers 
have received wage-cut upon wage-cut, 
unemployment has swelled to fantastic 
proportions and unemployment insurance 
has been stripped to the bone, the banks 



LESSONS OF THE BONUS MARCH 



(Continued from page 1) | 

failure the vets and they have paid a 
heavy price. 

The tactic of passive resistance which 
the vets pursued finally exhausted th« 
little patience of the capitalist class. 
The armed forces of the government 
were called into play. First, the police 
proved unreliable — 1200 of the 1400 cops 
were themselves ex-servicemen !The .sail- 
ors who were summoned next, notified 
their masters that thtey were "sea fight- 
ers", and did not enlist to fight on land. 
Ttie marines gave a similar answer. 

The newspapers, hungry for sensation- 
al stories, spread the story far and wide 
in all its gory details. No item of the 
gruesome butchery was spared. The 
New York Evening Journal reporter said 
that he saw a vet who was lying prone, 
face to the ground stabbed In the back by 
a bayonet ! No one can be mistaken 



ently "this" "serai- II en she vist schema was| 'H'out the job Unit was done in Wash- 
caught up by Trotsky (partly by Mar-, i»#*>» 
tov) and turned into a weapon of Btrug- 



by Hoover's orders. 
The working class will not soon forget 



what It learned from the bonus fight. 
The fight put up by the vetferans will 
yet become one of the traditions of the 
revolutionary working class movement. 
The traditions of American democracy 
and legalism have become thinner in the 
minds of the workers. We are nearer to 
the day when they will snap. This we 
owe in part to the fight put up by our 
class brother's in Washington. 

The capital which this fight has given 
us must tfecome the special weapon of 
the Communists to advance the cause 
of the revolution. We must proceed by 
raising the class consciousness of the 
vets by Unking up their fight with the 
fight for general class relief from tm» 
crisis at the expense of the capitalist 
class and its government. The national 
conference called by the Workers' Ex- 
Ser'vldemen's League for the end of 
September must work out a program of 
accomplishing this task. We will sup- 
port it with all the means at our dis- 
posal, — T. S. 



fore a disastrous deelsino, years of 
black reaction threaten the International 
working clitss. 

Make your voices heard. It Is now or 
never! Together with the Left Opposi- 
fon blast the silence, the criminal un- 
concern, Hie treacherous tranquility of 
the Stalinist leadership! Send telegrams 
and cables by your units, by your selec- 
tions to tiie address of the Communist 
International, to the Central Executive 
Committee of the German Communist 
Party. 

Take your fate — the fate of the inter- 
national revolution— into your own 
hands. Demand the adoption of the 
Leninist policy of the International Left 
Opposition. Demand the return to lead- 
ership of Lenin's comrades and co-work- 
ers, the Russian Left Opposition with 
comrade Trotsky at its head. The vic- 
tory of world Communism lies along the 
road of Lenin and Trotsky! 

A new, a most terrible war is threaten- 



raass leader as able as Harry Pollitt. 
Much is the character of the rank and 
file : such is the quality of the leadership. 
This is my estimate of our Party and 
its leadership. I state it that it may be 
clear that it is not because of unsatisfac- 
tory personal relationships with the rank 
and file, not because I underestimate the 
ability and gifts of its leadership that 
I line up with the Left Opposition. I 
sup iort the Left Opposition because I 
believe that the policy of the British 
party and of the Communist Interna 
tionnl fs at fault on those very root is- 
sue.! for which comrades Trotsky, Rakov- 
sky and the many comrades of the Left 
Opposition have fought and have been 
expelled. 

Reviewing Past of Party 
The very facts I have indicated — the 
gifted leadership of the British party, 
the comradely and industrious rank and 
file, the developed objective conditions — 
all these contrast so vividly with the 
Party's failure to win the leadership of 
the British working class, that every 
Communist has it us his plain duty to 
ask hmself whether the Party is on the 
correct line. The position in Britain to- 
day, after ten years of hard struggle 
is: (1) Parliamentary : 70,000 votes for 
the defence of the U. S. S. R.: (2) In 
dustriah no roots in factories or trade 
unions: (3) Political: complete failure 
to make the revolutionary way out plain 
to the workers. This position repeats 
itself in the Communist parties through- 
out the world. These facts have moved 
me to accept the Left Opposition critic- 
ism of the strategy of the Communist 
International. 

At the time of the Left Opposition 
struggle and the expulsion of comrade 
Trotsky, I was a new member of the 
Party. Even then it was difficult for 
me not to oppose the contention that 
Trotsky, who had shared the leadership 
with Lenin, who — in the words of Stalin 
"had the immediate direction of the 
practical organization of the uprising" 
and to whom "the Party was first and 
foremost indebted for the garrison's 
prompt going over to the Soviet" could 
be the "counter- revolutionary" into which 
Party calumny slowly pictured him. Lit- 
erature was sparse. The Party's little 
great men the Arnots the Ernie Browns, 
the Murphys, they said their say. One 
remained unconvinced but Ill-equipped 
and so refrained from voting. With 
others I worked on in the Party and 
continued to study the issues raised by 
the Left Opposition. 

The literature has come slowly to 
hand. On the past issues— Poland, 



fng the Soviet Union and the working _. 

class of the world. The Bolshevik-Lenin- j China, Russian industrial and agricuU 
tets are needed at their posts: at the fore- tural development, the Anglo- Russian 
front of the world revolution! Committee, all the evidence I have se- 
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VII Al Questions for tfae German 
Proletariat 



cured justifies the Left Opposition and 
condemns the line of the Communist In- 
ternational. But though the Left Op- 
position has been correct, it seemed In- 
advisable to risk expulsion from the 
Party, even to take part in a tight to win 
the re-admission to the Communist In- 
ternational of comrades whose past line 
had been tiie correct one. Past issues 
were past. One turned to the work which 
clamoured to be dune at every depot 
gate and street corner. 

The Crucial Issue of Germany 
Then hard on the heels of the disturb- 
ing attitude of the Communist Interna- 
tional towards the Spanish Revolution, 
came the crucial issue of Germany. Party 
comrades "in the know" whispered that 
the Fascists were to take power unchal- 
lenged, German Industry is so impor- 
tant to the success of the Five Year 
Plan, that nothing raust disturb the rela- 
tions between German Capitalism and 
Russian Socialism. The Five Year Plans 
were to be completed with the help of 
German industry: whatever the govern- 
ment! 

But comrade Trotsky's writing on the 
German issue, especially "Germany : the 
Key to the International Situation", the 
"Letter to a German Comrade" and 
"What Next?" have vividly shown the 
position in Europe. They have made it 
Clear that "Who wins in Germany wins 
in Europe". They have presented the 
danger of war on the U. S. S. R., not as 
an annual August shibboleth, but as a 
living reality. 

In 1930 Trotsky warned the Party that 
their forecasts of the early collapse of 
Fascism were not justified. Twelve 
months ago, Trotsky pointed to the Un- 
ited Front of the Communist iind social 
democratic organizations as the only 
policy which could ensure the defeat of 
Fascism, the break-up of social dem- 
ocracy, and successes In the struggle for 
proletarian power. Today events tardily 
compel the Party towards Trotsky's line. 
But time in this struggle is the life and 
death factor. The line which Trotsky 
pointed out two years ago, the Party 
begins to shuffle towards to-day. These 
delays and weaknesses of both the Com- 
munist International and the German 
leadership threaten disaster to the U. S. 
S. R. and to the whole working class 
movement. In the present situation it is 
to me a clear duty to put comrade Trot- 
sky's writings in the hands of the Party 
membership, that Ms leadership may be 
available to the working class In this 
hour of need. That is why I support 
the work of the Left Opposition in Is- 
suing the bulletin for circulating in the 
Party and to militant workers. 

When I was expelled from the Rail- 
way Clerks Association, the R. C. A. 
leadership saw and condemned my action 
as a "breach of rule". Many of my fel- 
low members and my comrades in the 
Party saw and supported my action as 
the course whfch loyalty to the working 
class demanded. 

I know that I may now be condemned 
by you and by many valued comrades for 
breaking rules by circulating this mater- 
ial on Germany. But we who do this 
hold that loyalty to the Party's cause is 
more important than keeping rules which 
ban vital discussion in the Party. 

In this short letter I cannot set out 
the Left Opposition case on the major 
political issue: the case for the policy 
of International Revolution against Na- 
tional Socialism (even when it wears the 
guise of "Socialism in one country!"), 
and all, the tactical issues which follow 
from it. I ask every comrade who sees 
the importance of mastering these issues 
to write to me for details of the publica- 
tions of the Left Opposition. 

I write this letter to make it clear 
that my course of action is dictated by 
political and not personal motives: and 
that if my acceptance of the Left Op- 
position position and support for its 
works entails my expulsion, I shall from 
without the Party do my utmost— to- 
gether with my Left Opposition comrades 
within the Party— to strengthen the 
Party for its real task: the organization 
of the working class for the world strug- 
gle for world socialism. 

With Communist greetings, 

STEWART PURKIS. 
4- Hogarth Hill, 
London N. W. 11. July 27th, 1932. 
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With Germany on the edge of the volcano that threatens to erupt at 
any moment, Leon Trotsky's penetrating analysis of what is next on 
the order of the day in Germany Is the most timely revolutionary 
document of the moment. It is priced so low for a quick sale. Order 
your copy now! 
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MARXIST CLASSICS 

Through an exchange aVrangement 
with a local bookseller we have got a 
number of copies of the CwnmnnlBt 
Manifesto; Socialism, Utopian add Sclen. 
tifte; Wage Labor and Capital; and Value 
Price and Profit, in the past we have 
received requests for this literature. In 
the course of our propaganda work 
among workers we frequently find ft nec- 
essary to begin at rock bottom. This is 
all the more necessary today because of 
the terribly low ideological level that 
obtains in the party ranks under Stalin- 
ist leadership. 

Unfortunately because of the terms of 
our exchange arrangement we are un- 
able to offer any discount on this litera- 
ture. The selling prices In the order 
in which they are listed above are: 10 
cents ; 25 cents ; 10 cents ; 25 cents. 
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«l MUST SPEAK OUT* 



Warns Party on Germany 

Leading C.P. Member Appeals for United Front against Hitlerism 



To the Members of Unit 2, Bee. 3 

To the Party Members of Dist. Two 

To the Central Executive Committee 

of the Communist Party of the U. S. A. 
Comrades : 

The latest events in Germany make it 
impossible for me to remain silent any 
longer. The coming into power of Von 
Papen, the dictatorial action of Hinden- 
burg in Prussia, the direct aid given by 
the government to the Fascists ("Na- 
tional Socialists")— ill: ting of the uni- 
form ban, special permits tor demonstra- 
tions, suppressing of the working class 
press, etc., in their attacks against the 
workers— are unmistakable danger sign- 
als lor every conscious revolutionist. 
At the Brink of the Abyss 

The ruthless military dictatorship es- 
tablished by the reactionary Junkers is 
pushing Germany to the brink of the 
Fascist abyss. A disunited German work- 
ing class is facing an increasingly ar- 
rogant and confident army of Fascism 
marching to power. Germany Is already 
in tiie midst of a civil war. The blood- 
thirsty hordes of Hitlerism are on the 
streets, shooting down the mill taut 
workers, creating an atmosphere of ter- 
rorism, while beliiud the scenes the final 
preparations are being made to drive tha 
Communist party underground and— for 
the seizure of power by Fast-ism. The 
government of Von Papen is only a stop- 
gap. It is there only to clear the path 
for the triumph of Hitler. 

The victory of Fascism is a horrible 
event to contemplate ! We know already 
from the tragic experience of the Italian 
working class what if lias meant in the 
past. If it comes to powei in Germany, 
the consequences would he much greater. 
Hitler in power means the crushing of 
the Communist movement. It means the 
wiping out of every other working class 
Institution. It means a set-back for the 
whole proletarian movement, throughout 
Europe and the rest of the world. It 
means the beginning of a new and len- 
gthy i*riod of reaction everywhere, the 
strengthening of the bourgeoisie in every 
country. It means that our proletariat! 
fatherland, the Soviet Union, Is directly 
and immediately menaced by tlie stran- 
gulating blow of reactionary nations all 
along its western frontiers. 

In a civil war, in a tight between the 
dlasses in Germany, all of the imperial- 
ists will undoubtedly take the side of 
Hitier against the workers. They will 
extend the fight against the German 
workers to a struggle against the inter- 
national working class, and in the first 
place— against tlie D. S. S. B. Hitler 
would be tlie outstanding military agent 
of world imperialism in a war to crush 
the workers' republic. 

Arouse the Working Class! 

To arouse the working class of Ger- 
many and of the rest of the world to 
the imminent danger of Fascism imme- 
diately, to crush Hitier before he comes 
into power— that is the task of the hour, 
if the revolutionists are to defend the 
interests of the world proletariat, and 
above all— to defend the Soviet Union. 

But this is just where the tragedy lies 
at the present moment. When Fascism 
threatened in Italy, Lenin and the whole 
C. I. left no stone unturned to arouse 
the working class of the world against 
the danger. Now, when far greater dan- 
gers to the proletariat are involved, our 
world leadership, the Communist Inter- 
national and the Ited International of 
Labor Unions, are silent. No burning 
appeal— one that would stir the Com- 
munists into action — has come from the 
Executive Committee of the Communist 
international. Our press, particularly 
our central organ, the Daily Worker, 
has maintained a virtual silence on the 
threatening developments in Germany, 
bringing only scant news reports. The 
party has not even attempted to awaken 
the American working class to the terri- 
ble danger that impends. Not a single 
leaflet has been issued on the subject of 
Fascism moving toward power. Not a 
single mass meeting has been arranged 
to arouse the interests and activity of 
the American workers. Not even the 
party membership has been awakened! 
"I Must Speak Out Now" 
That is why I feel that I must speak 
out now as loudly as I can in an attempt 
to arouse my party comrades to the dan- 
ger that threatens, so that we may be 
able to fulfill our duties as international 
revolutionists. In this declaration, I 
am moved only by the deep interests of 
the proletarian revolution and of my 
Communist party, to which I have be- 
longed and which I have served loyally 
for many years, and in many struggles. 
The first obligation of an International- 
ist is to arouse the active interest and 
participation of the workers In the life 
and struggles of the comrades in the 
other countries. 

Trotsky first indicated in his pam- 
phlets "The Turn In the Communist In- 
ternational and the German Situation" 
and especially ''Germany — the Key to the 
International Situation" — the great seri- 
ousness of the Fascist danger, the mis- 
take of looking upon Fascism as a move- 
ment that will swiftly disintegrate. He 
and the Left Opposition pointed out the 



serious danger of confusing the workers 
by throwing tlie Fascists and the reform- 
ists into one pot under the theory of, 
'"Social Fascism". They correctly re- 
stated from the first the Leninist policy 
of the united front in thle struggle 
against Fuscism. 

My studies and observations have 
brought me tq the following serious eon-, 
elusions: The viewpoint of Trotsky, and 
the Left Opposition in the German situa- 
tion has been fully confirmed by tlie 
events. It is now absolutely necessary to 
give full attention to this viewpoint and 
to discuss it, so that our party and our 
International may draw Immediately and 
witiiout delay the greatest benefits from 
it. 

The Party's False Course 

Our party leadership in Germany and 
tlie C. I. have been following a false 
and dangerous course toward the danger 
of Fascism on the one hand, and the 
social democracy on the other. While 
the Fascist danger was minimized for a 
long time, the party continued to set up 
a wall between itself and the socialist 
workers by the theory and practice of 
"Social Fascism". Instead of proposing 
a united front of all the workers against 
the on wand march of Hitler's bands^ 
our party compromised Itself with the 
slogan of "National and Social Emanci- 
pation" and by Its aetlve support to the 
Hitlerite referendum (July 1931) in 
Prussia. Our party played into the hands 
of Fascism by this policy and made it 
possible for the social democratic trait- 
ors to continue their murderous policy 
(Continued on page 3) 



Seb. Pap pas 
Expelled 

As we go to press, we learn from 
the Daily Worker of the expulsion of 
Sebastian Pappas, leading Communist 
militant and strike leader in many of 
the battles of the Food Workers In- 
dustrial Union. Pappas is expelled 
from the Communist Party of the U. 
S. A. "as a Trotskyite and a disrup- 
tive element". 

The specific charge against him la 
that he "recently issued a letter to 
the party, hundred of copies of which 
were printed and distributed to party 
and non-party workers. In his letter 
he not only disagrees but attacks the 
line pf the party. He accused the 
Party leadership and the Comintern of 
following a false and dangerous course 
toward Past-ism and social democracy. 
He proposes that the Party and the 
Comintern make an open demand for 
united front with the social Fascist 
leaders and disagrees with the party's 
estimation of the social democratic 
leaders as social Fascists." (Daily 
Worker of Thursday August 18, 1932.) 
Stalinist Silence Broken 

The expulsion of Pappas follows 
upon a whirlwind change in the atti- 
tude of the party leadership toward 
the German situation. It is only to- 
day, on Friday, August 18, that the 
party Is first calling a mass meeting 
on the danger in Germany at the Cen- 
tral Opera House in New York. The 
change has indubitably been brought 
about by the intense campaign on 
Germany of the Left Opposition and 
particularly by the response this cam- 
paign is receiving inside the official 
Communist party itself, as evidenced 
by the Pappas letter. Not only has 
this mass meeting been called, but 
more than that, the apparatus of the 
Stalinist bureaucracy has been thor- 
oughly alarmed and has seen itself 
forced to call special functionaries 
meetings to take up the German sana- 
tion. 

The statement announcing the ex- 
pulsion of comrade Sebastian Pappas 
does not, as will be observed, even 
make an attempt to take up any argu- 
ments, It does not even mention the 
word Germany, the word war danger, 
which run through the Pappas letter 
like a red thread. The Stalinist bur- 
eaucrats mean to suppress the rev- 
olutionary alarm cry sounded by com- 
rade Pappas and to drown it out with 
filthy catcalls and by hasty, insincere 
and half-way concessions to the de- 
mand made in the letter. 

The Left Opposition greets the ac- 
tion of comrade Pappas as a co'/> 
ageous and important step in support 
of the revolutionary reawakening of 
the Communist party and the Comin- 
tern, as first aid within the American 
official party to the cause of the Ger- 
man revolution and proletarian In- 
ternationalism. 

The party document of comrade 
Pappas, which the bureaucrats of the 
Stalinist apparatus are attempting t(] 
hush up. Is In the fir's t column. Let 
fhc Communist workers judge for 
themselves ! 



THE Q1IV ROAB 

VON PAPEN * HITLER 

BOIIPARIIMU AMI* FASCISM 



By Leon Trotsky 



Let us endeavor briefly to realize what 
has occurred and where we stand. 

Thanks to the social democracy, the 
Brueuing government had at its disposal 
the support of the parliament for ruling 
with the aid of emergency decrees. The 
social democratic leaders said : "In this 
manner we shall block the road to power 
of Fascism". The Stalinist bureaucracy 
said: "No, Fascism has already triumph- 
ed, it is the IJrueaing regime which is 
Fascism." Both were false. The social 
democrats palmed off a passive reced- 
ing iiefore Fascism aa the struggle 
against Fascism. The Stalinists pre- 
sented tire matter as If the victory of 
Fascism was already behind them. The 
fighting power of the proletariat was 
sapi>ed by both sides and the triumph of 
the enemy facilitated and brought closer. 



In its time, we designated the Bruen- 
ing government as Bonapartism ("carica- 
ture of Bonapartism") i, Uhat is, as a 
regime of the military -police dictator- 
ship. As soon as the struggle o£ two 
social strata— the haves and the have- 
nots, the exploiter and the exploited — ■ 
reaches its highest tension, the condi- 
tions are given for the domination of 
bureaucracy, police, soldiery. The gov- 
ernment becomes "independent" of so- 
ciety. Let us once more recall : if two 
forks are stuck symmetrically into a 
cork, the latter can stand even on tire 
head of a pin. That's precisely the 
schema of Bonapartism. To be sure, 
such a government does not cease being 
the clerk of the property-owners. Yet 
the clerk sits on the back of the boss, 
{Continued on page 4) 



Illinois Miners Revolt 
Spreads Thru State 

Thousands of Miners on Strike against 
Lewis Machine and Wage-Cuts 

The Illinois miners' struggle has sustained its first victim. Joe Colbert, 
president of Local 303, Orient, Illinois, was murdered in cold blood by Lewis- 
Walker gunmen Bring from an automobile in front of his home. 

Joe Colbert was known as one of the staunchest militants. He held a long 
record of fight agahist the corrupt, Lewis maciilne. He acted as dluiirman of the 
miners revolt mass meeting at Benld, IIL, at which tlie present strike found Its 
organizational Initiation. Colbert held his post in the ranks to the last. He dM 
fighting. All honor to the fallen militant! 



Tbfe Illinois coal fields are again seeth- 
ing with revolt spreading throughout the 
various sections and directed against the 
most brazen official treachery yet re- 
corded. A powerful rank and file move- 



Opposition Campaign On Germany 



With the rising tide of Fascism in 
Germany and the enormous crime being 
concocted in the Stalinist kitchens the 
Left Opposition has been struggling to 
discharge the gieat tasks Imposed on 
it by the historic situation. The League 
has opened a national campaign of mas» 
meetings In an attempt with the forces 
at its disposal to reach the masses of 
workers who are instinctively watching 
the development of the German situa- 
tion with the greatest interest. We have 
printed and are distributing thirty-two 
thousand leaflets stating our position on 
the German situation. 

Yorkvllle Meeting 

In New York City we have Increased 
the number of our street meetings in 
addition to our other activities. Recent- 
ly we have bfoken into new territory 
where we have shown the face of the 
Left Opposition for the first time and 
delivered our message. In Yorkvillo 
which has a large German population we 
have held a number of successful meet- 
ings. The last one was attended by be- 
tween three and four hundreds workers. 
They listened attentively to the speak- 
ers' analysis of the German situation, 
the unspeakable, despicably treacherous 
role of the degenerate social democracy, 
the fatal policy of the central com- 
mittee of the German C. P., the coward- 
ly and treacherous silence of the Stalin- 
Ized Comintern, and what must be done 
if the workers are not to be deluged in 
a frightful biood bath. 

They found nothing "counte ^-revolu- 
tionary" in what we said, asked a num- 
ber of Q-uestions which revealed their 
intense interest In the German situation 
and their slowly growing grasp of thte 
nature and role of the International 
Left. So systematic were they that when 
late-comers, party members on their way 
home from other meetings, tried to dis- 
rupt our meeting by heckling they warn- 
ed the misguided party members to keep 
quiet and listen. 

Brownsville Meeting 

More recently we broke new territory 
in a section of Brooklyn, the outskirts 
of Brownsville. We spoke to an inter- 
ested audience of about a hundred worfc- 
ers who appeared to be impressed by our 
position on the German situaton, askted 



many questions and bought our literature, hundred workers. Our speaker mounted 



Not ail of our meetings have been 
as successful as the two just reported. 
Lust Saturday, August 13, our meeting 
at Avenue A and Seventh Street was 
broken up by an organized gang of party 
members and members of the local Un- 
employed Council which Is situated a few 
doors away. From the account which 
ioiloHS it can be seen that they were 
whipped into a lynching spirit by the 
party bureaucrats in retaliation for the 
powerful blows we have dealt them at 
the Anti-War Conference and in connec- 
tion witli the German situation. Not 
since the battles In the Labor Temple In 
the early days of the Opposition and the 
tours of comrade Cannon and Shachtman 
has an Opposition meeting been broken 
up with such premeditated and organized 
violence. 

The meeting was one organized by >us 
in our regular schedule of speaking ac- 
tivities. Comrades Milton, Carmody, 
Glee and Wynne attempted to open the 
meeting with comrade Milton on the 
speaker's stand distributing our leaflet 
on the German situation. In a few min- 
utes a crowd of more than one hundred 
workers gathered around the stand to 
listen to the speaker. Across the street 
a party bureaucrat mustered his mis- 
guided gang. Suddenly they rushed 
across to the stand, snatched our litera- 
ture, hurled comrade Milton from the 
stand and overthrew it. 

To the credit of some party members 
it must be said that they protested verb- 
ally against such gangsteristic tactics, 
and a few even attempted to assist our 
comrades physically. One Y. C. L.er 
said in the heat of his indignation that 
he was going to resign from the Y. C. L. 

Our comrades retired to another corner 
with the platform to await help for 
which one comrade was sent. When all 
thta comrades that could be mustered on 
short notice had assembled, a short meet- 
ing among themselves was held to or- 
ganize the defense of the meeting. Our 
comradtes then returned to the corner 
from which they had been driven, in a 
second attempt to hold the meeting. 

They set up the platform unmolested 
amid an ominous silence. By this time 
the crowd has grown to more than five 



NewYorkTailors on Strike 



This article was written a few days 
after the stoppage was declared. At 
the present moment when we are go- 
ing to press most of the workers are 
back in the shops. Hillman has car- 
ried out his program completely. Wage 
cuts have been foisted upon the tail- 
ors in most shops. In addition a 5% 
and 10% tax has been levied on them. 
Hillman has thru this stoppage streng- 
thened lils hold on the New York or- 
ganization. The tailors have suffered 
another defeat and gained a little 
more experience with Hillman 'a 
treachery. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
A stoppage has been declared in the 
New York Clothing shops. The ostensi- 
ble purpose of this stoppage, as present- 
ed by the A. C. W. officialdom, Is the 
enforcement of the following demands : 
(1) stop wage cutting; (2) stop the ex- 
odus of bundles to sweat shops; (3) re- 
establish union control of labor condi- 
tions in plants in which such control Is 
now lacking. 

After the experience of the New York 
clothing workers with last year's stop- 
page, called for similar purposes, and 
ending in a general wage cut and wor- 
sened conditions, the tailors had no 
reasons to believe that the present stop- 
page will bring them any Improvement 
in their conditions. Moreover, the whole 
atmosphere surrounding the preparations 
for the stoppage are extraordinarily 
peculiar. Only a couple of weeks ago 
the Now York Joint Board of the A. C. 
,W. decided to givj the officialdom a free 
hand in granting reductions to the manu- 



facturers, considering the situation un- 
favorable and even disastrous for a 
strike. 

Hillman (grants Cuts 
The biggest shops of the Clothiers' Ex- 
change received considerable wage cuts 
amounting in some cases to 25%. What 
is the purpose, then, of this sudden gen- 
eral stoppage"/ Despite these sus- 
picious circumstances, the masses of 
tailors left their shops, manifesting trem- 
endous courage on the picket lines, con- 
ducting a heroic fight against the scab 
expressmen and the police, exposing 
their bodies to the police clubs and bul- 
lets. Only their intolerable conditions 
and their desperation can explain this 
fact. The tailors in this stoppage, Just 
as In last year's, looking for a way out 
of their misery, have clutched at this 
stoppage as a drowning man grasps at 
(Continued on page 3) 



the platform whlie our comrades formed 
a ring around it. With the usual words 
of address, "comrades and fellow work- 
ers", a tremendous boo arose from the 
Stalinists who surrounded the platform 
and the ring of our comrades around it. 
For almost an hour this continued. 
Every time the speaker opeaed his mouth 
a tremendous boo arose. With the boos 
was growing a mingled chorus of threats 
and dirty epithets. Gradually the Stal- 
inists who outnumbered us many times 
were working up the small stock of 
courage to the point at which they could 
attack the revolutionary representatives 
of Leninism. 

Finally a Stalinist .more frenzied than 
the rest rushed the platform only to be 
thrown back by the defense squad. The 
chorus of jeers and threats rose higher 
and the number of workers grew to al- 
most a thousand. They looked on in am- 
azement and confusion. It was obvious 
that they could see no reason why we 
should not speak. 

A second time the Stalinist rushed 
and a second time he was repulsed. The 
Stalinist chorus rose still higher. No 
word the speaker uttered could be heard 
even by himself. 

A third time the Stalinists rushed 
through a gap in our defense and be- 
fore their assault the platform gave way. 
Like a pack of wolves waiting for their 
prey to be brought down the Stalinists 
closed iu on us. Comrade Gordon was 
thrown face down to the ground by 
two Stalinists. A maniacal Stalinist 
female scratched comrade Beardslee's 
face. Other comrades and some of our 
sympathizers received blows, marks of 
honor in the struggle for the ideas of 
revolutionary internationalism. 

We defended ourselves as best we could. 
More than one Stalinist will remember 
us ruefully. 

Some workers from the crowd rushed 
in to stop the fight and the Stalinists, 
disappointed in not rousing the workers 
to the same lynching mania, desisted. 

With the announcement to the assem- 
bled workers and Stalinists that the Left 
Opposition would not be prevented from 
delivering its message to the working 
class by the Stalinists or by anyone we 
marched off In a body singing the Inter- 
nationale. 

What the thousand or more workers 
who were attracted to the scene witness- 
ed, was a battle between two factions of 
the Communists initiated by the Stalin- 
ists. Instead of seeing the Communists 
everywhere in the front rank of the fight 
for free speech for every faction of the 
working class movement they saw the 
Stalinists break up a meeting of the Left 
Opposition before it had begun. 

The League will return to this corner 
to explain to the worker^ the significance 
of what they saw last Saturday. And in 
so far as we are able we will redeem 
the prestige of Communism squandered 
so heedlessly by the Stalinist masters of 
the party. And we will explain to the 
workers what our position is on the Ger- 
man situation and why the Stalinists 
attempt to beat us up for speaking the 
truth about Hitler and about Stalin. We 
invite all party members and all work- 
ers who are interested In free speech 
for workers to attend our meetings and 
help us defend them against all attempts 
to break up our meetings, — T. S. 



ment has sprung up in which the young 
militant nihHT Gerry Aliard is one of 
the leading spirits, gigantic mass meet- 
ings have been held from which marches 
are being organized to close down the 
mines which reopened mufcr the operat- 
ors' reduced scale of wilges. 

Since April first, the Illinois miners 
have been on strike refusing to retreat 
from th<e basic wage scale of $6.10 per 
day formerly obtaining. The operators 
called it a suspension and meanwhile 
prepared to have their trusted agents in 
control of the union, John L. Lewis and 
his handmaid, "weeping" Johnny Walker, 
make all arrangements ready for the 
treacherous sell-out. A new contract 
with a reduced basic wage scale waa 
offered. It was submitted to a refer- 
endum and defeated by a vote of more 
than 20 to 1. But this did not at all 
deter the official leeches. They had more 
ways than one to attempt to defeat the 
will of tHe rank and file and. pursue their 
deadly work of destroying the union. So 
they arranged to have the tabulated 
tally sheets of the referendum vote 
stolen, declared an "emergency, signed a 
new contract providing for a $5.00- a day 
basic wage scale and manipulated a 
counterfeit referendum vote, which they 
now "confidently expect to be carried." 
Life of Union At Stake 
It is»this new outrageous action which 
gave the signal for the present revolt 
movement. The rank and file is once 
more taking matters into their own 
hands. They know only one method and 
when set Into motion they do not hesitate. 
Their method is the one of militant fight- 
ing fully recognizing their class enemy. 
In that lies their strength. They have 
learned from many bitter experiences 
that the union officials have long ago be- 
come part and parcel of the enemy class, 
ready, at every favorable opportunity, 
to do its bidding and yet, these officials, 
skillful in the art of treason, have suc- 
ceeded again and again to circumvent 
their militancy and to inflict heavy de- 
feats upon theni step by step reducing 
the union. Now it is the very life of 
the union itself which is at stake. 

The Illinois coal fields harbor the last 
stronghold' of the United Mine Workers 
of America, and practically the last of 
the organized miners' movement which, 
thoroughly proletarian in composition, 
has established such a glorious tradition 
in American labor history. It is due to 
the Indomitable spirit of the rank and 
file, despite wreckage of treason Inflict- 
ed upon them, that they have been able 
to preserve an organization. But the 
biggest job still lies ahead of them. 
There can now be no thought whatever 
of further preserving the union until that 
job Is finished, until the whole crew of 
corrupt officialdom is completely cleaned 
out. In this sense the movement must 
be clear on its doubie aim, viz: To de- 
feat the attempts of the operators to 
further reduce the now miserable stand- 
ard of living prevailing and to clean 
out, root and branch, their agents in the 
official union positions. 

Extent of Present Movement 
There are good indications that such 
is actually tlie aim of the present move- 
ment. Despite the great confusion de- 
liberately provoked by tlie whole method 
of defeating and betraying the referen- 
dum vote, the opposition to the sell-out Is 
rapidly organizing. Reports at this 
stage of developments are still some- 
what unclear, but it appears that every- 
where the local unions are meeting and 
deciding to reject the put-over agreement 
and to prevent the mines from resum- 
ing operation by throwing strong picket 
lines around them. In rapid succession 
the locals are falling in line with most 
of the sub districts remaining solid on 
strike. 
A mass meeting in Benld had an at- 
( Con tinned on page 3) 



August 22: Fifth Anniversary of the Murder of Sacco -Vanzetti 



Five years ago, at midnight of 
August 22, 1927, two revolutionists 
of immortal memory were martyred 
in the electric chair in Boston at the 
hands ot the bloodthirsty bourgeoisie 
of the United States. The legal mur- 
der of Nieolo Sacco and Bartolomeo 
Vanzetti was relentlessly executed 
after millions of workers throughout 
the world had raised their voices in 
behalf of the two Italian anarchist 
workers. Supremely contemptuous 
of these protests, the executioners 



took their toll of these workers who 
had dared commit the crime of loy- 
alty and devotion to their class. 

Five years afterward, another legal 
murder is being prepared, this time 
against the Negro boys in Scottsboro. 
The voices of Sacco and Vanzetti, 
which are not still even in death, 
call out to the working class of the 
world to join hands In a ring of soli- 
darity around these boys which will 
break the death clutch reaching out 
to assassinate them. The scores of 



militants still imprisoned are the 
biood -brothers of Sacco and Vanzetti 
and a heavy obligation lies upon the 
working class to free them: Mooney, 
Billings, the Centralia men, the Com- 
munists throughout the country. 

Remember Sacco and Vanzetti, 
shining martyrs of the proletariat! 

Unite in millions to save the 
Scottsboro boys from murder! 

Join hands to liberate our political 
prisoners ! 
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Stalinists Split Trade 
Unions in Spain 

Third T. U. Center Formed 

We reproduce below extracts from 
the circular issued by our Spanish 
comrades relative to the creation in 
Spain of a third "trade union center." 

Comrades : 

Against tlie will of the existing trade 
union centers, against the will Of the 
Spanish workers, against the interests 
of the Spanish proletariat and even 
against the very interests the trade un- 
ion unity o£ the Spanish working class 
—just us we foresaw and forewarned— 
the criminal act has beer, perpetrated of 
(treating a third trade union center, 
which will even more divide the forces 
of the Spanish proletariat precisely at 
the moment when it is more necessary 
than ever to achieve the uniticatlou of 
all workers. The Stalinist bureaucracy 
has realized its arbitrary aim. 

It will be said that the Conference of 
Madrid has been an enormous success, 
it will be claimed that it was not a 
matter of creating a new trade .union 
center. But in reality, underneath the 
words, we have seen the culmination of 
a split in the name of unity, in order 
to give satisfaction to the ambitions of 
some and in order to secure their posi- 
tions. No matter what name is given to 
what has been perpetrated at Madrid, 
the fact remains that the conference 
created an organism called the -'Unitary 
General Labor Confederation". 
Conference a Swindle 

The Madrid Conference was a swindle 
carried out on the working class. In 
the first place, why was it proclaimed 
that it would be held with the aim of 
making a decisive step toward trade 
union unity? Secondly, why, in order to 
justify a splitting act (which hus been 
realised) have thousands of adherents 
been invented which have never existed 
and do not exist today? Two or three 
examples will clarity the matter. The 
Association of Commercial Employees of 
Madvid figures on the Upt rf those that 
attended at thy conference wita PQQ 
memtaew. The Spanish Tobacco Work«w 
Fedeiation, with 18,000. It is quite cer- 
tain that both of these organisations, 
after the conference, will break oft all 
relations with the splitting elements. The 
Unitary Federation of Aaturlan Miners, 
of which It has been aaid at the confer- 
ence that it represented close to 10,000 
members, in reality does not number more 
than 2,000 ever since It has come under 
the leadership of elements from the of- 
ficial party. In this manner all the fig- 
ures have been puffed up to prove that 
numerous unions with thousands of mem- 
ebrs belong to the new trade union cen- 
ter 

AH argumentation attempted against 
these facts Is futile and false. What the 
Left Opposition has warned against 
from the first has boon confirmed by the 
acts. The trade union split has become 
a reality. The conference was an obvious 
organizational defeat. The workers were 
not represented at it because they knew 
what was going to be brought about. All 
this, which should hare sufficed for some 
of the leaders more conscientious about 
their responsibilities to change their at- 
titude, has, on the contrary, given our 
Stalinists the pretext to consider this 
conference as a success unprecedented 
in the history of the Spanish labor move- 
ment. 

Opposition Fights in Trade Unions 

We have said what in our opinion con- 
stitutes the correct manner of arriving 
at the unification of all the Spanish trade 
union forces by normal means — by be- 
ginning with the penetration of the un- 
ions for the purpose of propagating our 
revolutionary and unitary points of view. 
That is why, in spite of the splitting ac- 
tion of the elements who convoked the 
conference in question, Ihe militants of 
tfie Communist Left will remain within 
the trade unions and will light inside of 



them for the unification of the trade 
union forces in the only possible manner, 
that is, by bringing the autonomous un- 
ions into the C. N. T. (the class strug- 
gle trade union center) and by fighting 
that all the expelled militants, whether 
expelled through the sectarianism of the 
anarchists or through the adventurous 
policy carried on by the official C. P., 
be readmitted. 

The Executive Committee of the Span- 
ish Communist Left knows that In the 
future the struggle inside the trade un- 
ions will become sharper and will be 
made even more difficult and painful, 
precisely because of the state of split of 
which we have liefen speaking. The 
Stalinist elements bear the principal re- 
sponsibility in this question insofar as 
they have contributed more than anything 
else to exhaust all spirits and all ef- 
forts, especially within the C. N. T. 

The working class must be aroused 
against the maneuvers of those who 
place above the interests of the prole- 
tarian organizations the interests of their 
Jobs and servile obedience to those who 
hand out the pay. A fratricidal strug- 
gle is being started in tire trade unions. 
In order to achieve the thing which the 
. masses mock at as a miserable abortion 
of a new trade union center, the trade 
union movement is to be enfeebled and 
the working class disarmed before the 
enemy ! 

In the struggle to prevent these con- 
sequences, the Spanish Communist Isft 
will occupy the first place, by demon- 
strating that we have nothing in com- 
mon with those who in this case have 
proved to 'be the avowed enemies of 
trade union unity. 

Against the splitters! Against this 
new trade union center, created and 
dressed up in a hypocritical mask ! For 
the revolutionary trade union unity of tie 
Spanish proletariat ! For the consolida- 
tion of the C. N. T. and for the strug- 
gle to change the orientation which still 
remains the same— Inside of the organi- 
zation. Madrid, July G, 1932. 



Bolshevik-Leninists Head 
Miners Strike in Belgium 

Left Oppositionists on the Charleroi Firing Line I 



Letter to the Zurich Wor ker s 

(Continued from page 4) 
democracy la oonoealing Its task of 
treachery with calumnies against the 
proltetarian revolution. It ie undermin- 
ing the authority of the workers' state 
to the great profit of the authorly of 
the bourgeois state by placing on the 
same level the violence of the revolu- 
tion and the violence of* reaction. 

I hope that every Zurich worker, the 
social democratic worker inclnded, will 
deeply reflect upon these events and upon 
the role which the socal democratic lead- 
ers have played in thfem in order to 
draw the necessary political conclusions. 
Only then will we be able to say that 
the June victims will not have been 
sacrificed in vain. 

LEON TROTSKY. 
Prinkipo, June 25, 1932. 



Bulletin: 

Our heroic comrades Lesoil, Huet 
Vanderborght, Henin and Lebrun are 
languishing in the Jails of Belgian 
capitalism. Mad with fury over the 
success of the strike, the bourgeoisie 
Is seeking vengeance, in an attempt to 
embroil our comrades In one of its 
infamous "conspiracy trials". 

But they will not stop our advance. 
The meetings of the Left Opposition 
are packed to the doors. The circu- 
lation of our Belgian paper, La Volx 
Commandite, has been quadrupled. 
The Left Opposition which has show- 
ed its ability to create the united 
front of the striking workers is on 
the lips of all and sundry. 

In Belgium, in Spain, in China, in 
Hungary, in Greece, everywhere the 
Left Oppositionists are in the fore- 
front on the firing line, facing bour- 
geois repression. This is the true face 
of the Bolshevik -Leninists, whom the 
miserable mercenaries of the Stalin- 
ist bureaucracy characterize as "the 
vanguard of the counter-revolution"! 



means — prohibition of all demonstrations, 
of gatherings of more than live persons, 
of all vehicular traffic. ].n spite of the 
police apparatus, equipped with machine 
guns and supported by the military, the 
proletariat declared its will to demon- 
strate. But unfortunately, the provoca- 
tions of the police did not permit this 
to go on very long. Anil soon tierce bat- 
tles ensued, barricades and little forts 
were erected against the armed forces. 
Everywhere, our Opposition comrades 
stood at the head of the struggle. 

The socialist leaders of the trade un- 
ions had shut themselves in, in their 
Malsons clu I'eupie, their citadels, in 
fear of the wrath of the thousands of 
workers who wanted to confront their 
leaders. Even Yandervelde could not 
get their attention and called for the 
police, fleeing shamefully under the pro. 
lection of the bourgeois powers. Then 



Now, when the bourgeoisie, with the 
aid of the social democrats, demand the 
heads of the active elements, who for 
the most part belong to the federation 
of the Chevaliers du Travail (miners), 
the socialists are coming out of their 
cellars. They are returning to the strik- 
ers and are attempting to get the work, 
ers under their control. They arc mak- 
ing parliamentary maneuvers with the 
bourgeoisie, achieving only wretched 
promises, which in the last analysis can 
change nothing in the situation of the 
proletariat. Above all, they are attempt- 
ing to instigate the strikers to return to 
work. It still remains to be seen what 
the workers will do altout these new 
proposals of capitulation which are being 
made by the three big parties, the 
Catholics, the Liberals and the Socialists. 

Hut these are only plasters on a wood- 
en leg which will break again and once 
more reveal the really deep contradic- 
tions of a regime which can. never satisfy 
the demands of the working class. 

The winds is our sails and although 
we have momentarily been weakened by 
the many arrests, our activity will go 
on as always. ( We are counting upon 
a serious strengthening of our group 
after this battle. 

In the course of the skirmishes, we 
have had to mourn the loss of the dead 



police were posted in front of the reform-, and of the numerous wounded. On the 
isf citadels, to guard them against the . other hand, class consciousness has risen 
workers who had wanted to storm them. | tremendously. An irreconcilable hatred 
In the Maisou du People at Gilly, the has been sworn to against the police 



BOUND VOUMES OF COMRADE 
TROTSKY'S PAMPHETS 

So many comrades and sympathizers 
come in and write In for comrade Trot- 
sky's brilliant pamphlet, "The Turn in 
the O. I. and the Situation in Germany", 



A Letter from »ur Charleroi Comrades 

Dear comrades: 

As you have probably seen from the 
press reports, we have passed through 
some very significant events in the his- 
tory of the Belgian labor movement. 
Mainly— In Hainant, Mons, Le Center, 
Charleroi. 

We wish to report here as briefly as 
possible but with all desirable clarify 
several essential details of this battle, 
which has superseded in its energy ail 
the struggles of the past, in this report 
we will naturally describe the circum- 
stances which brought the Communist 
Left Opposition to the head of the column 
in the struggle of the unions. 

The Miners' Slitaatlon 

The situation of the Belgian miners 
had sunk to a level of mlserj and de- 
privation which they could no longer en- 
dure. For some time great dissatisfac- 
tion has been current without finding any 
means of expression. The diplomacy of 
the trade union leadership succeeded to 
the last day in suppressing this need 
and in carrying through all of the pro- 
posals of the employers for wage cuts, 
one after another. In Le Bortnage, the 
presumptuousness of the bosses gets its 
first shock. The poor standard of living, 
the spreading strike and the newly plan- 
ned wage reductions serve to stir up un- 
rest among the miners participating In 
an isolated strike. The social democratic 
leaders maneuver desperately to localize 
(he conflict, which in spite of everything, 
expands over the entire region. In this 
manner, the leaders of the district cen- 
ter of the reformist miners are forced 
to declare a strike. The militant spirit 
rises swiftly. The miners of the Bor- 
tnage, who know that, isolated, without 



center of the revolutionary forces, the 
police forced their way through to the 
bureau, to chase out the workers and 
had the soldiers clear the nearby build- 
ings. 

Signs of the times! The workers 
awakening! A new stage begins. The 
socialists beat :i retreat. The influence 
of the Communist Left Opposition is on 
the increase in fhfi region of Charleroi. 
Opposition Progress 

Under this threat, to the bourgeoisie- 
it is not over yet — numerous arrests were 
made among the Communist elements. 
From the ranks of the Oppositionists, 



hordes. To the soldiers a fraternal hand 
has been extended. 
Need for Revolutionary Leadership 

We ean openly say that this struggle, 
which is not ended yet, arose from tho 
depths of the proletariat. We couid 
sense that the workers wanted more 
than the programs proposed. The work- 
ers have realized more than ever the 
necessity of creating for themselves a 
revolutionary leadership. It is lacking 
in (he present action 

This struggle is a precious exiierience 
for the working class youth of Belgium, 
which had already forgotten the history 



ouf comrades Lesoil, Huet, Vander- 1 of th( " struggles of 1883. The year 1032 
borght, Henin and Lebrun were arrest- | is a m ' w B,n ee for the entire Belgian 
ed. At the present moment, that is quite ' proletariat. 

an unsalutnry bargain. But we shall do' —The Left Opposition of 

all that Is necessary to see that ourj the C. P. B. The 

paper, La Voii Communis te (The Com- Charleroi Group, 

munlst Voice) appears twice a week. | July 16, 1932. 



that we want to announce again that 

this pamphlet together with "The Draft ' t ' h e Support of" the miners in the rest of 
Program of the Comintern", and "World tfte ^jntry, they will be defeated, occupy 
Unemployment and the Five Year Plan" , j^ c^,.,.^ marcIl forward toward Char- 
are out of print and available only !c lefoi _ tQ ealI upon aI1 for so na ar tty in 



Who Was Actually Caught 3 ? 

Under a sensational headline "Caugftt!". form because of a wave of revolutionary 
the Daily Worker about ten days ago ex-, radicalism sweeping over the fields and 
posed a flagrant .swindle practised by the mines of Kansas. Is it, then, possible 



the bound volumes of Trotsky's pam- 
phlets. 

The number of these bound volumes 
is small and slowly diminishing. We 
watch them go with mingled feelings : 
happy to see them reach workers who 
will study them and carefully weigh 
their' contents ; sorry to realize that with 
each one we are getting closer to the 
point of befng unable to supply what 
we consider the texts of the future cadres 
of the revolutionary movement. But we 
have no choice and since we must, strike 
a balance we advise all our readers and 
sympathizers who have not done so yet 
to buy their copies at once before it is 
too late. 
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the struggle. The federation of the 
Chevaliers du Travail (Knights of La- 
bor) quickly issues a call on the evening 
of July 8, appealing to the miners in all 
the pits to show their solidarity and to 
establish a program of action. Monster 
mass meetings are called. The Immedi- 
ate declaration of the general strike Is 
decided. The miners in every pit pre- 
vent the transport. of coal right in the 
middle of the night— a thing that has 
never yet happened in the Belgian labor 
movement. The miners demand lamps, 
go down into the shafts, persuade their 
comrades to lay down their tools andd 
proclaim the general strike in the places 
of work. In the morning the strike is 
universal in the mines, in the metal in- 
dustry and in all the other labor unions. 
The worker has had enough of misery, 
he wants to banish it by struggle. 

The activity of the working masses 
rises everywhere, monster demonstrations 
take place, calling for the stoppage of 
all work and for a drive to victory. The 
leadership of the movement in the Char- 
leroi district lay in the hands of the 
Chevaliers du Travail, led in Its entirety 
and completely -under the Influence of 
the Communist Left Opposition. 
The Bourgeoisie Acts 

Against the militant zeal and will of 
the masses to go through to the bitter 
end, the bourgeoisie employed radical 



well-known socialist mountebank, Mr. E. 
Haldeman Julius, editor of the socialist 
weekly, the American Freeman, and So- 
cialist party candidate for Senator i»' 
Kansas. This respectable elder had sim- 
ply taken the official acceptance speech 
of William Z. Foster, tho Communist 
party candidate for president, copied it 
word for word, and presented it to his 
readers as the platform of the Socialist 
party. Virtually the only change made 
in the whole text was where the word 
"Communist" was replaced by the word 
"Socialist". The two texts, Foster's 
original and Ilaldeman-Julius' bald 
plagiarism, were published side by side by 
the DSHy Worker and the merest glance 
at the two i*e veals one of the most de- 
spicable pieces of political fraud that 
has been practised in recent times. 

But in its rightful indignation, the 
Daily Worker fails to note a feature of 
this theft which we cannot refrain from 
indicating. Mr. Haldeman- Julius is a 
fairly notorious social reformist, who 
does not even enjoy that distinction of 
dubious "radicalism" to which the shoddy 
"Left wing" of the Socialist party pre- 
tends. We are hardly inclined to believe 
that he felt obliged to decorate himself 
with a 



that he found Foster's speech, an official 
Communist party declaration, of such a 
nature flint as a social reformist he 
could adopt It— words, commas, exclama- 
tion marks and all — without altering a 
line. Is it possible that the 0. 1'. platform 
is cut, trimmed and styled by the Honor- 
able Socialist Candidate for Senator from 
the State of Kansas? We find it hard to 



French Opposition's 
German Campaign 

Bureaucrats Resort to Violence 

After months of intense agitation by 
our French comrades inside ami outside 
of the Communist Party of France, and 
under pressure of the events themselves 
as well as the alarm of the party mem- 
bership, the Stalinist bureaucrats in Paris 
were forced to call a meeting on the 
situation in Germany at the Salle lint- 
lier 

The French Jjpff Opposition immediate- 
ly welcomed this imiiorlaiif step and an- 
nounced by placards all over the city 
Unit representatives of Ihe Opposition 
would be on hand lo present the Lenin- 
ist point of vrew. 

On the date of the meeting, July -J,S, 
our comrades took their pluccs in the 
hall. Immediately iijkhi entering, they 
were intimidated by the bureaucrat 
Reynaud, who called out U> our com- 
rades in his wrath: 

'■You had better make sure you've 
some iodine and bandages on hand." 

From that moment on our comrades 
were subjected to an uninterrupted bar- 
rtige of provocations, which they met 
with fearless discipline, marching in 
group formation to the center of Ihe 
meeting room. 

The chairman, one Arraehiml, opened 
the meeting under the sign of Anti-Trot- 
skyUm and declared lhat the Left Op- 
positionist wuuld not be granted tho 
floor. Gabriel, Peri, one of the parlia- 
mentarian creatures of French Stalinism 
was the main speaker and restricted 
himself almost entirely to an attack full 
of slander and calumny against the 
Uolshevik-Loninists. Pierre S cm a id, the 
general secretary of the C. P. F. and one 
of the most corrupt of the international 
Stalinist Imr'eaucrats followed along the 
same lines. 

After a whole series of insults and 
epithet -slinging, Semard finally said a 
few words about the united front. Ati- 
plauae greeted these remarks. That was 
all-— And Semard picked this very moment 
to give the algnal ! "Throw them out I", 
he shouted. 

About fifty of the bureatterat'a Leneb- 
men immediately pounced on the Opposi- 
tion comrades. At their head was the 
whole bureaucracy of the Paris district. 
A disgraceful and repugnant scene en- 
sued. Oppositionists were thrown to the 
ground, kicked in stomach, in tho head, 
one youth comrade was beaten till he 
lost consciousness. AH this time, Sem- 
ard and the chairman were excitedly ap- 
plauding the attackers and egging tlwcn 
on right from the platform. After about 
a (jnarter of an hour of this pogrom, 
our comrades were bodily ejected from 
the hall. 

The bureaucrat Thorp/, took the floor 
after this incident. He raised his foot 
demonstratively and pointed to it: ''This 
is the method to deal wilh them!" and 



believe. 

Tiie Daily Worker has been asking rh ™ proceeded to si>out his share of in- 



Norman Thomas questions concerning the \ 
plagiarism which must undoubtedly be 
very embarrassing for him to answer; 
nor has he answered. May we be per- 
mitted to put our question to the Dally 
Worker? 

.Was it Haldeman -Julius alone who 
was caught? Wasn't somebody else 
caught too, or almost caught? .... 
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With Germany on the edge of the volcano that threatens to erupt at 
any moment, Leon Trotsky's penetrating analysis of what is next on 
the order of the day In Germany is the most timely revolutionary 
document of the moment. It is priced so low for a quick sale. Order 
your copy now! 

In Paper 

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 

84 East 10th Street, New York, N. Y. 



In Clot* 



A REMINDER 

This Is to remind our comrades that 
we haVe on hand a number of pamphlets 
that are veiy useful in our daily pro- 
paganda work. These are the Commun- 
ist Manifesto; Socialism, Utopian and 
Scientific; Wage-Labor and Capital; 
Value, Price, and Profit. We still have 
a number of Whither England by com- 
pel utTo^ryVomn^ radte Tr <f ky ; ,? hc umotmts tha * we ** 

are small and they move fast. Comrades 

who want them should order at once. 
PROBLEMS OF THE 
CHINESE REVOLUTION 

The second wave of sales of Problems 
of the Chinese Revolution is about to 
break. A number 1 of publications like the 
Nation, Ihe New Republic and the Labor 
Age hav6 undertaken to rfeview it. Tho 
Modern Quarterly which is edited by 
Schmalhaussen and to which Sidney 
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REFOLUTIONJRY 

LESSONS 



By N. Leniti 



Containing Lenin's famous APRIL 
THESIS with which, in comrade Trot- 
sky's phrase, the Bolshevik party was 

rearmed; the Thesis submitted by Lenin Hook contributes will review both Pro- 

to the First Congress of the Comintern blems of the Chinese Revolution and 

at Moscow, March 2-26, 1919, under the hat Next? in their next Issue? 

title, BOURGEOIS DEMOCRACY AND TH E KEY— OUT OF PRINT 



THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PRO- 
LETARIAT; A LESSON ON TACTICS; 

and other short pieces. Paper cover — 
82 pages; Limited number on hand. 
Price 35 Cents (no discount) 
Order at once from 

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 

84 East 10th Street, 

New York, N. Y. 



As we warned in the last Issue, Ger- 
many—the Key to the International Sit- 
uation, is out of print. The only way 
to get a copy now is by buying a copy 
of the Bound Volumes of comrade Trot- 
sky's pamphlets of which we still have 
a dwindling number. 

We have a very few of the Key in 
German and Greek. 



suit and venom. 

Numerous party comrades in all parts 
of the meeting room protested and some 
even left the place In protest. The si>oc- 
t stele of the Salle IJiilIier has not gone 
without effect. Letters from party mem- 
bers and militant workers are streaming 
in daily to La Verite, the central orgaa 
of our French comrades, declaring their 
sympathy with us and their disillusion- 
ment with the Stalinist bureaucracy, 
subscribing to our journal and enclosing 
donations. Whole columns of the cur- 
rent issue of La Verite are filled with 
these letters. 

Bureaucratic Impotence—All over 
tiie World 

As in New York, in Athens, in Shang- 
hai and everywhere, so in France too 
the bureaucrats of the Stalinist camp 
express their bankrupt despair, their ut- 
ter political impotence by violent physi- 
cal assault against the Left Opposition. 
Rut these arguments will not hold. The 
Communist workers very well know tho 
meaning of this argument with Ihe fist, 
from their struggles against the bosses 
and against their yellow reformist, agents. 
They will not fail to draw their -con- 
clusions—In France and iiiierti&Hoiially. 

Our French comrades have only inten- 
sified and accelerated their campaign for 
the German revolution — the key to the 
international situation— with even great- 
er determination since the incident of 
the Salle Ittillier. Fresh from batile 
with our own — American Stalinist bur- 
eaucrats, we send them unr revolution- 
ary salutations. The Left Opposition is 
driving ahead with invincible force. The 
cause of Proletarian Internationalism, 
of the world revolution, will pierce its 
way through. 

"Bolshevik-Leninists, Forward!" 



A Conversation With a Party Member on the Question of the German Situation 



Party Member: There you are! . . . You 
Trotskyltes gathered gloom and pre- 
dicted disaster in Germany, and in- 
stead we won a glorious victory, poll- 
ed a tremendous vote, and smashed 
the Fascist advance. 

Oppositionist: iWe predicted and still 
predict disaster for your tactics, but 
not for Communism. How was your 
victory won? 

P. M.: First by fearlessly exposing the 
social Fascists, and then by resolutely 
applying the correct party line : th» 
united front from below. 

Opp.: What do you call a united front 
from below? 

P. M.: Calling upon all Socialist and 
other workers to unite and to follow 
the Communist leadership ,and thus 
cfeate a real united front against th* 
enemy. 

Opp.: How have the workers of Germany 
responded to your tactics? Did they 
accept them? Not at all. The union 
between the Socialist and Communist 
workers takes on an entirely different 



and a spontaneous form. Workers all 
band as workers without in any way 
accepting one or the other leadership. 
The Communists support a Socialistde- 
monstration and Join them in fighting 
the Nazis ; the Socialists in turn help 
and support the Communists in the 
same way. That Is not the tactic of 
the united front from below, but an 
inevitable step toward the program of 
a true united front, as It was out- 
lined In the Opposition program; real 
unity without forcing party leadership 
upon Socialist workers. 
P. M.: You would twist it around. That 
is the way we always understood the 
united front. 

Opp.: Yet curiously enough, you never 
applied it as such. In fact the changed 
attitude of both Socialist and Com- 
munist workers was quire unexpected 
by the leadership of both parties. The 
workers feel the urgent need of un- 
iting their forces — and Trotsky's 
thundering voice aids them in finding 
ttte correct ways of bringing it to real- 



ity at once. The only way to destroy 
Fascism Is by bringing about the true 
united front. 

P. M.: United front with the workers, 
not with the leaders and the traitors. 
We are going to gain more and more 
Socialist workers, until there will be 
nothing left of the social Fascist or- 
ganizations. 

Opp.: Comrade, you must wake up, and 
stop mumbling in your sletep. If there 
were yeara before us, perhaps what 
you say can be accomplished- But then 
tl>ere would be no need to speak of any 
kind of a united front. At the pre- 
sent moment, we have reached the 
danger mark. The only place where 
you will find Fascism smashed 13 in 
the columns of the Daily Worker But 
in Germany the Nazis are now at the 
height of their power. The stage is 
set for their coup. In the government 
they have secret or passive allies. It 
took over the police force of 00,000 
from the Socialists in Prussia and it 
restored to the Nazis the right to their 



military organisation. They have the 
direct support of 13 1-2 million voters 
and ean expect, support from another 
1-2 million. Who opposes them? A 
divided working class. Five million 
Communist voters alone cannot stop 
the Nazis. To lull the Communists 
now with the fable that tho Nazis are 
stopped or smashed— is to commit a 
crime against the proletariat of Ger- 
many and of the world. Only the 
united efforts of Communist and So- 
cialist workers will save Germany from 
Fascism. The workers of Germany 
are doing It themselves, and this action 
spells the doom of the Nazis. Trot- 
sky's correct application of Marxian 
tactics may save the situation for the 
party leadership. The Communist party 
will have to actfept a united front from 
above, from below and from ail tho 
other sides— the onset of events and 
the pressure exerted by the workers 
will force it. 

—A. K. 
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Miners on Strike against Lewis Machine and Wage-Cuts 



(Continued from page 1) 
tendance of 10,000 revolting miners, sim- 
ilar big meetings have been held in 
Springfield and else where. At the time 
of this writing miners are marching up- 
on Taylorville where the Pea body Coal 
Company is making desperate efforts to 
reopen its four mines. Though the min- 
ers march without arms this company 
has already succeeded in making a. vir- 
tual armed camp out of their little com- 
munity. One press dispatch says: "Busi- 
nessmen and members o£ the American 
Legion were recruited into a hastily form- 
ed home guard to repel any invasion." 
This town was also the scene of mili- 
tary forces moving in rapidly during the 
ill-fated strike of the National Miners 
Union in 11)20. 

The rebel movement is feverishly or- 
ganizing its forces knowing that quick 
and decisive action Is imperative. It 
has entrusted the leadership to an elected 
policy committee. Petitions have been 
placed in circulation among the local 
unions calling for a special state con- 
vention to abrogate the put-over agree- 
ment, and, as inevitably roust follow, 
to clean out the traitorous officials. 
Meanwhile John L. Lewis is doing his bit 
for the operators sending proclamations 
to the miners' locals that "picketing and 



success of which the Left Opposition 
supporters in the Illinois coal fields will 
bend all their efforts. 

To make the present strike state-wide 
is, of course, imperative. That Is the 
direct ion of the present movement. In 
this the Illinois miners are now carry- 
ing the brunt of the burden of leading 
'tiro worlcing class as a whole forward 
in resistance upon the attacks on their 
standard of living. Closely bound up 
with this must be the completion of the 
long overdue task of cleaning out the 
treacherous officials and asving the union 
from destruction. 



owever, as once more a situation ex-j 
ists of the miners battling separately Inj 
several territories with, their several or-] 
ganizations struggling alone for tbeiT, 

lite preservation, the creation of a ani-j The window . front ol the "World Con- 
ted front » more pressing than ever. A War „ organizM by tae 
There is now an opportunity for the, Commu[llst In ter national, is composed of 
Illinois revolt movement to perform a of shm , ights (rtm the ut . 
real duty by leaving no stone unturned, ac(J sciectiflc 6 world . The tnitia- 
to endeavor to unite their immediate 



Who Is Leading the Barbusse Congress 



aims and their immediate struggle with 
those of the National Miners Union, with 



. tive for organizing an international ga- 
thering to mobilize the working class 
for a struggle against Imperialist war 



he Miners Union of West Virginia with ^^ b tta stallntsts 

the battling miners in Indiana and Ohio. a of padfists . Behtnd them. 

But these are objectives the complete g^,,^ tua maneuve r 9 with 



fulfillment of which can be conceived of 
alone on the basis of creating a strong 
Left wing, conscious of its task within 
this movement. This is the duty of the 
hour for all revolutionary miners, 

—A. S. 



Its opportunistic line of policy. The Open 
Leninist fight against the war danger 
is replaced by a melange of pacifism and 
confusion directed by individuals largely 
disconnected from the live stream of 
the class struggle who, moreover 1 , in most 



Hillman «Leads» the New York Amalgamated in a Stoppage 



(Continued from page 1) 
a straw. 

Hillman and his assistants, the local 
officials of the New York organization, 
have been utilizing the situation created 
by the economic crisis to justify the pol- 
icies of betrayal they have been pursu- 
ing in all these years. They have been 
throwing sand in the eyes of the members 
and the general public, covering up the 
fact that their present concessions to 



the employers are only a link in the long 
mass meetings must cease", and that op- chain of betrayals which they began to 



position leaders are to be penalized. In 
this he is in complete accord with the 
agencies of the capitalist forces, includ- 
ing the government. It is reported that 
the young militant leader Gerry Allard 
was '"quickly cut off the air by radio 
station WEBQ. when be launched into 
a vehement attack on union officers who 
supported the $5.00 agreement." 

This was under date line of Aug. 12th. 
The reports are that (jerry Allard and 
his wife, Irene, have been arrested in 
Wesct Frankfort. Such, of course, are 
the celebrated capitalist methods — to 
strike the heavy blows at the militant 
leaders. There need be no doubt that 
a powerful answer will bo given by the 
rebel movement. 

Illinois, Seen* of Many fiereUs 
The history ol the Illinois coal Holds 
is replete with rank and file revolts 
dating back to the days of the Verdin 
battle and even farther. Here was often 
found the backbone of the fight to 
break the stranglehold of John L. Lewis 
upon the union. But this Is yet an un- 
finished task because of the various ways 
in which the miners were time and again 
switched off the path by their resistance 
being insufficiently organized, by leader- 
ship which faltered in the decisive mo- 
ments or by other groups of eorrupt ele-. 
meats capitalizing on the situation leav- 
ing the miners to suffer new disillusion- 
ment. 

In the above is contained a serious 
How a It combination, ostensibly in op- 
position to Lewis, proved a disastrous 
deception and illusion. The revolt led 
by the Kdmonddson-Musteite combination, 
which lacked backbone and a clear pro- 
gressive program, failed utterly. But the 
results in both of these instances is to be 
accounted for in large measure by the 
failure of the Left wing under 1 the official 
party leadership to penetrate these 
movements and its subsequent complete 
isolation. 

Now the Illinois miners are marching 
again. The deepseated discontent Is 
again flaring into a mighty flame. Ten- 
acious struggles against the lowering of 
the standard of living are in progress 
also in the Indiana coal fields and the 
Mahoning Valley, Ohio. 

In the above is conatined a serious 
lesson of what the revolutionary forces 
must not do. It is the policy pursued 
by the official i>arty which led to isola- 
tion and impotence of the Left wing. Its 
mistakes in this respect began with the 
stupid boycott of the revolt movement 
which found its expression in the Walker- 
Fish wick -Ho watt combination, and re- 
peated toward the Edmond-son-Mustelte- 
Ied revolt. The serious consequences of 
these stupid tactics are not to be meas- 
ured alone by the sliortcomings and. fail- 
ures or betrayals of the revolt movements 
but more so by the isolation and final 
disappearance of an organized Left wing 
movement. 

Duties of the Revolt Movement; 

It, Is yet time, however 1 , to make good 
in a measure on the mistakes made and 
to regain the time and opportunities 
loat. The present revolt movement has a 
very serious duty to perform for the 



practise several years before the crisis 
bad set in. They want the tailors to 
forget all the crimes up till now and to 
allow themselves to be caught by the 
new awindle which the present stoppage 
constitutes. 

What do the above-mentioned demands 
in the present stoppage (?] signify? 
Hillman's Points 

The point about stopping wage-cuts is 
highly deceptive. Hillman has not made 
it clear that this means the return of 
the last wage-cuts which he granted the 
manufacturers in recent weeks, since the 
last dedalou of the union to that effect. 
The tailors are deluding themselves 
that this la what the point means. They 
will be bitterly disappointed. 

The other two points on stopping the 
exodus of bundles to sweat-shops and the 
re- establishment of unio^i control over 
labor conditions in the shops, do not 
have the same significance to Hillman as 
they have for the general public. To 
him, union control means an agreement 
with the bosses to collect dues and as- 
sessments from the workers and. not un- 
ion conditions in the shops. Such agree- 
ments have been made by him with manu- 
fact overs and employers in numerous 
towns around New York. The conditions 
there are just as rotten as in the non- 
union shops. But for the tailors, he 
seeks to create the Impression that he 
alms to keep the work inside genuine 
union shops. This is how he practises 
the swindle with success. 

The true aim of Hillman's call for 
the present stoppage is the strengthening 
of the considerably weakened union mach- 
ine. The financial situation is close to 
bankruptcy. For weeks and months, 
the officials have received no salaries. 
The bosses are seeking to evade the pay- 
ment of unemployment (?) insurance. 
The work sent out of New York slips 
into new shops, out of town, not under 
Hillman's control, that is, from which 
Hillman draws no dues. By the pre- 
sent stoppage Hillman hopes to tighten 
up the machine, oil it and put it into 
faster operation, in order to squeeze out 
a little more sustenance for the Impov- 
erished bureaucrats. This is the aim of 
the present stoppage In so far as Hill- 
man is concerned. The near future will 
clearly reveal this aim and the cause 
whieh led to the sudden stoppage after 
Hillman's declaration not so long ago 
that a strike or stoppage is impractic- 
able. 

As for the tailors, they have been 
drawn into this stoppage, first of all, 
as I mentioned before, because of their 
deplorable conditions, and second because 
of deceptive slogans. Were there a well- 
organized Left wing in the Amalgamated, 
it would be possible to convert the stop- 
page into a genuine strike struggle 
against wage-cuts and for the smashing 
of Hillman's plans. 

A Vicious Combination 
Hillman's machine supports itseif upon 
the Clothiers' Exchange, the Contractors' 
Association and certain trucking express 
companies which carry the cut work and 
piece goods into the clothing shops. This 
combination brings in enormous profits, 



when it is working harmoniously, for 
all the partners in question. They all . 
live at the expense of the workers, tail- 
ors, who are gripped in their vise. The 
tailors can liberate themselves only by 
breaking this combination, smashing the 
Hillman bureaucratic machine and thus 
releasing their own organized forces In 
the struggle for better conditions. 

In the present hour, the tactics of the 
Left wing must be turned in this direc- 
tion. 

The Left wing in the Amalgamated, 
under the control of the Communist 
Tarty (the Rank and File Committee) 
has up to now not made clear its tasks 
in the Amalgamated. It continues to 
swing between the tactic of isolation of 
the '"Third Period" and the recently al- 
tered new tactic which is far from being 
clear and comprehensible to the broad 
masses. 

Up to the present stoppage, the Rank 
and File Committee has adhered to the 
policy that there should be no participa- 
tion In strikes and stoppages of the Am- 
algamated because it is a "company un- 
ion". Although the old policy has been 
changed, the Left wing has stood on 
the side- lines, ridiculing and disparaging 
any real activity in the A. C. W. This 
attitudo gained them the result that the 
Bailors regard them, as light-minded 
babblers. Their Influence among the 
tailors has considerably diminished in 
recent years. 

The Rank and File Committee 

In the present stoppage, the Rank and 
File Committee has adopted a different 
position. It has made the decision to 
participate in the picket lines together 
with the other tailors and to seek to con- 
vert the stoppage into a genuine strike. 
This Is the best means of unmasking the 
Hillman bureaucracy and smashing its 
plans in the stoppage, to strengthen the 
influence of the Left wing in the Amal- 
gamated. 



We greeted this new step of the Rank 
and File Committee in the direction of a 
true I-eninist course. We regret, how- 
ever, that this step was taken at the 
last minute. This made it impossible to 
prepare the necessary organization for 
the struggle, to create the possibility for 
decisive success and for real resistance 
to wage-cuts. The developments of the 
coming days will find the Left wing in 
the above-mentioned position unless 
speedy preparations are made. 

As we go to press, the stoppage still 
continues on the lines drawn by the 
Hillman machine. But the militancy of 
the tailors and the active participation 
of the Left wingers who march in the 
front ranks and were the only ones to 
receive blows at the hands of the police, 
have already had a certain effect upon 
the bureaucrats and their assistants. 



cases have in no way stood the test. 

The Communist International of Lenin 
and Trotsky alone embodies the tradi- 
tions of the revolutionary anti-war strug- 
gle. The pacifists of all shades embody 
the miserable tradition of treachery dur- 
ing the last war and opium peddling 
to the people In between wars. A glance 
at the records and standpoints of some 
of the leading figures chosen by the 
Stalinist apparatus to lead and organize 
the struggle against war will indicate, 
first, what reliance can be placed by the 
proletariat in such a leadership, and 
second, what a sinister masquerade of 
opportunism the Stalinists themselves 
are engaged In. 

The Case of H. G. Wells 

Among the members of the "Interna- 
tional Committee" of the Barbusse-Stalin- 
Rolland Committee, we find the name of 
II. Q. Wells. Wells is a notorious petty 
bourgeois philistine who has covered 
himself with a thin socialistic veneer 
throughout his literary career. During 
the last World War, Wells was to be 
found on the side of British imperial- 
ism, adding his voice to the howl of the 
jiugoist mob that drove the proletariat 
into the trenches for the greater glory 
of the ruling class. An inkling of his 
position during those crucial days, an 
insight into the political and social out- 
look of this latter-day assistant of Stal- 
inism, may be gained from the following 
excerpt from his article, "The Question 
At Ussue", written at the height of the 
war: 

"First let us deal with that postcard 
(on whieh, according to Wells, the gist 
of the war dispute could be written., — 
Bd.) and way what is the essential aim 
of the war, the aim to which all other 
aims are subsidiary. It Is, we have 



Thus, they have been compelled to make 

a number of settlements without wage- he a r d repeated again^r^d 1 again by every 

statesman of importance in every allied 
country, to defeat and destroy military 



cuts. Coming from Hillman, this is "too 
good to be true". The previous wage- 
cuts conceded by him cannot but press 
heavily upon the present settlements, 
rendering them temporary and ineffec- 
tive without the vigilance of the ranks. 
Possibilities for Left wing 

The present stoppage contains tremen- 
dous posslbllltes for the Left wing, pro- 
vided It develops Into a sefious strike. 
Will the party come to the aid of the 
Rank and File Committee with the sup- 
port so essential at the moment? 

The situation In the men's clothing In- 
dustry Is highly serious. The struggle 
there is no less important than it Is else- 
where. Until now it has been the weak- 
est point of the Left wing. The party, 
with its false tactics, bears a large mea- 
sure of responsibility for the present 
situation. <Wiil it apply the proper tac- 
tics to the very end, and help to build 
up a genuine Left wing movement in the 
A. C. W.? It now has the opportunity to 
act. —ALBERT ORLAND. 



imperialism, to make the world safe for- 
ever against any such deliberate aggres- 
sion as Germany prepared for forty 
years and brought to a climax when she 
crossed the Belgian frontier in 1914. We 
want to make anything of that kind on 
the part of Germany, or of any other 
power, henceforth Impossible In this 
world. That is our great aim. What- 
ever other objects may be sought in this 
war, no responsible statesman dare claim 
them as anything but subsidary to that; 
one can say In fact this is our sole 
aim, our other aims being but parts of 
it. Better that millions should die now, 
we declare, than that hundreds of mil- 
lions still unborn should go on living, 
generation after generation, under the 
black tyranny of this imperialist threat. 
"There is our common agreement. So 
far at any rate we are united. The 
question I would put the reader _is this : 
are we all logically, sincerely, and fully 



The Opposition and N.Y. «United Front» Unemployment Confab 



The "conference" called by the Unem- 
ployed Council of New York under the 
direction of the Communist party at the 
Manhattan Lyceum, August 15 "to work 
out a plan to further advance the fight 
for Immediate relief and unemployment 
insurance" was a pure brew of opportun- 
ism. From beginning to end it was sat- 
urated with the spirit of reform- 
ism. Every speech was devoted to the 
faker y of the relief agencies, the col- 
lusion of the city government with the 
real estate sharks and landlords, etc., 
etc. 

In themselves these exposures are In 
order 1 — provided they are linked up cor- 
rectly with the revolutionary goal of the 
working class and the Communists. This 
was nowhere apparent. In fact its abs- 
ence made it impossible to distinguish 
the ideological approach of the confer- 
ence from a Left wing socialist meet- 
ing. 

Winters, the reporter by appointment, 
wortded himself into a minor heat over 
the "insult the city offered the unemploy- 
ed by allowing the Board of Estimate 
to take a four month's vaeatloM." He 
made an "analysis" of the failure of the 
unemployed movement to build organiza- 
tionally, to build a stronger movement 
from which he deduced the necessity of 
building a movement strong enough, to 
wring from them tens and hundreds of 
millions of dollars for relief. 
Insurance Relegated 

Even unemployment insurance was re- 
legated to the background. It was men- 



Pappas Appeals (or a United Front Against Hitlerism in Germany 



(Continued from page 1) 
of restraining their followers from strug- 
gle and from unity with the Communists 
against the advances of the Brown 
Shirts. 

Life itself has proved the best test of 
the policies. The Hitler party has con- 
tinued to gain strength throughout Ger- 
many. From an insignificant group it 
has grown to the largest party in the 
country. The Communist party has also 
grCwn, but due to Its mistakes, only 
very little in comparison with the pos- 
sibilities offered by the situation. It 



the social democratic politicians over 
millions of socialist workers. And at the 
present moment of acute danger, our 
party offers no clear program of strug- 
gle that can unite the German masses, 
to sweep out of existence the Fascist 
gangs of petty hourgeois agents of Ger 
man and world imperialism. 

For a United Front 

The situation criey aloud for action. 
What is imperative is that our German 
brother party adopt the policy of Lenin, 
the policy of the united front. Against 
>he danger of Korniiov's putsch in 1917, 



(he Bolsheviks made a united front with 
the Menshevlks and Social Revolution- 
ists. By this means, Kornilov was 
crushed, tile Menshevlks and S. iR.s were 
weakened and the Bolsheviks enormously 
strengthened, and the door was opened 
directly for the revolutionary victory In 
October. The same problem confronts 
German Bolshevism today. The party 
there must make a radical and frank 
turn in its policy. It must make an open 
demand for a united front to the Social 
Democratic party, the socialist trade 
unions and tlte Reichsbanner— -a united 



has not been able to break the hold of 'rout to crush the Fascist monster, to 

stamp it out before it reaches power. A 
unified proletariat can accomplish this 
aim without great difficulty. The inter- 
ests of the proletarian revolution, the 
fate of the Conmranfet International, 
hang upon the achievement in the speed- 
iest possible time of this objective. 

The defense of the Soviet Union de- 
pends directly upon the extermination 
of the Fascist hordes. 

Comrades! Days count now where 
months counted before. We Communists 
in America have our part to play. We 



must help our German comrades trend 
the correct road. We must awaken the 



American proletariat to their interna- 
tional duties just as we awakened them 
in the early days of the Russian Rev- 
olution. The party comrades here most 
raise the demand: an immediate discus 
slon of the burning problems of the Ger- 
man situation in their units and in the 
trade unions. Civil war has broken out 
and we must aiet before It is too Iat«! 

Remember, comrades : 

The victory of Fascism in Germany 
means a crushing defeat of the working 
class of the world and a direct threat 
to the life of the Soviet Union! 

The victory of the proletariat of Ger- 
many over Fascism means opening of a 
new era of revolutionary struggles and 
triumphs throughout the entire world! 

We still have time left to choose. The 
decision lies in the hands of our German 
brother party ! We must help it make 
the correct decision. We must show our 
genuine solidarity with it in its hour of 
need — right now. 

Fraternally, 
(Signed) SEBASTIAN PAPPAS 
690 Allerton Ave., - 
Apt 5o W. 
Bronx, N. X. 
August 1, 1932. 



tioned only by way of obeisance to a 
discarded but still living god. Relief, any 
kind of relief, was the note of the con- 
ference. This is not a new development 
of the party's efforts to build a move- 
ment or relief from the crisis. It Is only 
the latest phase of the opportunist turn 
initiated a little more than a year ago 
by Browder in tie Daily Worker of 
March 8 and 12. 

The difference lies In the fact that this 
conference, as th*e reporter's speech 
showed, had a programmatic character. 
The National Committee of the Unem- 
ployed Councils of the U. S. A. has Is- 
sued a "Proposed Draft Program of 
Fighting Methods and Organization 
Forms of the Unemployed Councils. 
Whereas before the party pursued its 
opportunistic way by twists and turns in 
the party press it Is now definitely com- 
mitted to a program opportunistic 
through and through. We will return to 
this program in the next issue. Time is 
needed to plough through the swamp and 
reduce it to its opportunist elements. 

The conference was a model of bur- 
eaucrat Is machine control. It ran 
smoothly on all six cyclinders of mech- 
anical control and ideological oil. The 
conference was opened by Winter who in 
the name of the arrangement committee 
nominated Wiseman, organizer of the Un- 
employed Council. Attempts, to make other 
nominations were ignored and Wiseman 
rode into the chairmanship on a wave 
of "ayes". Wiseman introduced the main 
reporter, Winter, "who will speak for 
forty minutes". Winter consumed an 
hour and a half of one of the hottest 
nights in memory. 

He outlined the fakery of the relief 
ageneies, the collusion of the city gov- 
ernment with the landlords In evicting 
workers; he spoke much of "our" fail- 
ure to embrace masses of workers but 
failed to explain ite ca>uses in the in- 
correct policy of the party. He also 



the movement were no whit differ- 
ent from those which the move- 
ment has been struggling to carry 
out. As these are contained in 
their entirety In the Draft Program of 
the Unemployed Councils we will deal 
with them next week. Here it is neces- 
sary to remark only that they did not 
advance us one step toward uniting the 
unemployed and employed, toward mak- 
ing a serious approach to the socialist 
workers and the workers in the A. F. of 
L. unions. Jn short Winter left us stand- 
ing exactly where we were, marking time 
furiously in a circle from which thte 
Winters, big and little, cannot lead us. 

When Winter was through the floor 
wa3 thrown open for discussion. The 
procedure was amazingly simple. The 
chairman announced that the floor was 
open for discussion and that the first 
speaker would be comrade so and so from 
the Gold Dust Lodge. When the comrade 
was through the chairman informed <us 
that the way to get the floor was to| experiment is 
hand a slip of paper bearing the name 



carrying out the plain implications of 
this war aim? Or are wo to any extent 
muddling about wifh it in such a way 
as to confuse and disorganize our allies, 
weaken our internal will and strengthen 
the enemy; 

"Now the plain meaning of this sup- 
reme declared war aim is that we are 
asking Germany to alter her ways. We 
are asking Germany to become a differ- 
ent Germany. Either Germany has to 
be utterly smashed up and destroyed or 
else Germany has to cease to be an ag- 
gressive military imperialism. . . . 

"But do we as u nation stick closely 
to this clear and necessary, this only 
possible meaning of our declared war 
aim? That great, clear- minded leader 
among the Allies, that Englishman who 
more than any other single man speaks 
for the whole English-speaking and west- 
ern-thinking community, President Wil- 
son, has said deiinitely that this is his 
meaning. America, with him as her 
spokesman, is under no delusion ; she is 
righting consciously for a German rev- 
olution as the essential war 1 aim.' {New 
Republic, February i), 1018.) 

Isn't it quite clear that Wells is a 
logical choice for tlio leadership today in 
the struggle against wurV Doesn't his 
whole record speak in his favor? 

Ay, to speak in favor of peace during 
times of peace — thai, costs nothing. No- 
body is "in favor" of war during peace 
times. Even the most rabid militarist 
is usually to be found expressing his 
horror at war, bis opposition to it. At 
the same time he systematically prepares 
the ground for imperialist war. The 
softest pacifist is always opposed to war 
in peace times. When it breaks out, his 
love for peace is so strong that he urges 
his fellow-country men to support the 
war of the fatherland in order that It 
may, you understand, be brought to a 
speedy conclusion at the end of which, 
isn't 11 logical?, peace may prevail again. 
Wells is one of these pacifists in "Rein- 
kult.ur" as the Germans say — in a chem- 
ically pure state. He is the man to whom 
Stalin Is sending the class conscious 
workers for leadership In . . . the strug- 
gle against war. 

The Case of Remain Koliand 

The case of Holland Is somewhat dif- 
ferent from that of most of the pacifist 
witch doctors who seek to exercise war 
by mystic Incantations Holland's sincerity 
and devolion to the cause of the under- 
takings is beyond question. His allegi- 
ance to the Soviet Union is not of that 
base metal whose counterfeit ring clanks 
from the speech of the bough t-and-paid 
for intellectual henchmen of Stalinism. 
During the World War, he opposed the 
hideous slaughter and fled chauvinistic 
France to take refuge in Switzerland. 

We have no reason to believe that 
Holland, one of tlie really great intel- 
lectual spirits of our time, will ever be 
found fighting on the side of imperial- 
ism, or sink to the level of H. O. Wells 
and Upton Sinclair, his fellow-member 
on the "International Committee." 

But Holland Is a pacifist, the most 
honest and sincere amongst them, but a 
pacifist nevertheless. His profound ad- 
miration for Lenin and the Bolshevik 
revolution Is vitiated by his equally ar- 
dent admiration for Sun Yat Sen . . . 
Ghandi. Among these three contempor- 
ary figures Holland gets himself hope- 
lessly lost. He has a fatal inability to 
distinguish the yawning gap that divides 
the latter two from the great proletar- 
ian revolutionary tribune. In a word, 
he is unable to distinguish between the 
treacherous morass of Ghandism and the 
eminance of Marxism. One cannot be a 
Ghandhist or Sun Yat Senist for Asia 
and a Leninist for Europe. That impos- 
sible combination was attempted by 
Stalin and Bucharin all during the rev- 
olutionary upsurge in China in 192Q-192T. 
The result is commonly known ; the Chi- 
nese revolution was not only inundated 
in its own blood but the war danger, 
particularly against the Soviet Union, 
was greatly accentuated. This dreadful 
a warning against itself. 
"I say to the U. S. S. It. of Lenin" 



of the delegate and his organization — writes Holland, "and I say to the Asia 



"the next speaker will be .... " It 
was beautifully simple. How these peo- 
ple ■fear and hate the Left Opposition ! 

It will help them nothing. From such 
bureaucratic stultification can come noth- 
ing but confusion. No serious worker 
can learn anything more about his pro- 
blems from such spectacles, then he can 
from the Corpus Christl processions of 
the Roman Catholic Church. What the 
Stalinists must be made to realize is that 
the ideas of Marxian-Leninism, cannot 
be stifled by bureaucratic machines in 
the Stalinist era any more than they 
were by the eorrupt and degenerate so- 
cial democratic bureaucracies in the 
days when the Leninist tactics of the 
Comintern under Lenin and Trotsky 
smashed their way through all obstacles. 



suberibed to the Stalinist article of [ We wl]1 Jet throw down the wall that 
faith, that the line is correct, benedictum scpara tes us from the party rank and 
sit, but th'e execution poor. I flle We w m t together with them, work 

Winter reached the pinnacle of 8talin- out a genuine Leninist program for re- 
ist theory and logic in explaining that [ lief from the crisis. It will be a rev- 
the arrangement committee some time olutionary program tfrfcn which every 
prior to the convening of the conference ' vestige of opportunism will be rootetd 
had changed the name of the demonstra- ' out. T. S. 

tion on September 10 which the confer- 
ence was called to organize, from "Bread 



Parade" to "Relief March". The reason? 
Shades of Marx and Lenin ! Said jWlnter : 
This is not to be just another demonstra- 
tion limited to our members and sym- 
pathizers shouting the same slogan for 
relief and unemployent insurance. It la 
to be a march of workers already strug- 
gling for relief. We are going to indic- 
ate that we are going to carry on con- 
crete struggles In every flop house . . . . 
The words and music ae only too fam- 
iliar to our readers. .Winter's little 
quirk did not make this sort of Stalin- 
ist pap any more palatable. 
The tasks which Winter imposed on 



Due to extreme technical difficult- 
ies Young Spartaous, the youth organ of 
the Left Opposition, was compelled to 
omit its August issue. The next issue 
will of course appear In September. This 
will be the first Issue of the 8-page Young 
Sparta* us, and will appear with a new 
and more attractive mast head. Because 
of the doubling of the number of pages, 
new features and richer content, more 
and better articles are promised by its 
editorial committee. Bundle orders and 
subscriptions should be sent in immedi- 
ately. 



of Sun Yat Sen and Ghandi: Brothers, 
count on me!" Lenin is a name which 
means the unrelenting revolutionary 
struggle of the exploited of the earth 
against the imperialist slaved rivers. 
Ghandi is a name which stands for the 
bartering of the interests of the oppres- 
sed masses to the Imperialist overlord 
of the native colonial bourgeoisie. No 
man can stand for both Lenin and Gan- 
di. 

Lenin means active, organized, militant 
resistance not only to war but to the 
whole bourgeoisie. Gbandi's non-resist- 
ance is the highest development of the 
practise of disarming the armies of the 
people in face of the imperialist forces 
armed to the teeth. The preachment of 
Leninism and Ghandism do not simply 
cancel each other; the tatter ri< hides 
the former. 

The presentation of the leadership of 
a struggle against imperialist war to a 
man like Holland, however eminent, Is to 
build a movement on a slope at the end 
of which lies defeat— S. 
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Bonapartism and Fascism 

An Analysis of the Present Moment in the German Situation 



(Continued from page 1) 
rubs his neck raw anil does not hesitate 
at times to dig his boots Into bis face. 

It might have been assumed that Bruen- 
tng would hold on until the final solu- 
tion. Yet, in the course of events, an- 
other link inserted itself: the Papen 
government. Were we to be exact, we 
should have to make a rectification of 
our old designation: the Bruening gov- 
ernment was a pre-Bonapartist govern- 
ment. Bruening was only a precursor. 
In a perfected form, Bonapartism came 
upon the scene in the Papen- Schleicher 
government. 

Wherein lies the uifference? Bruening 
asserted that lie knew no greater hap- 
piness than to "serve" Hindenburg and 
Paragraph 48. Hitler "supported" with 
his fist Bruening's right hip. But With 
the left elbow Bruening rested on Wels' 
shoulder. In the Reichstag, Bruening 
round a majority which relieved him 
of thte necessity of counting on the Reich- 
stag. 

BRUENING AND THE 
BUREAUCRACY 

The more Bruening's independence from 
the parliament grew, the more independ- 
ent did the summits of the bureaucracy 
feel themselves from Bruening and the 
political groupings standing behind 
them. There only remained finally to 
break the bonds with the Reichstag. The 
von Papen government emerged from an 
immaculate bureaucratic conception. With 
the right elbow it vests upon Hitler's 
shoulder. With the police fist it wards 
oft the proletariat on the Left. There- 
in lies the secret of its "stability", that 
Is, of the fact that it did not collapse 
at the moment of its birth. 

The Bruening government bore a cleri- 
cal-bureaucratic- police character. Th* 
Iteichswehr still remained In PM^TT* 
Next to the police, the "Iron Fp>nff* 
served as a direct prop of Order. It 
i» precisely in wiping out the dependence 
of the "iron Front" that lay the easene* 
of the Htndenburg-Papen coup d'Etat. 
The Generality moves up automatically 
to first place. 

The social democratic leaders turned 
out to be completely duped. And It is 
no more than proper for them In periods 
of social crises. These petty bourgeois 
intriguers appear to be clever only un- 
der those conditions where cleverness 
isn't necessary. Now they pull the covers 
over their heads at night, sweat and 
hoi>e for a miracle: Perhaps in the end 
we may yet he able to save not only our 
necks but also the overstuffed furniture 
and the small, innocent savings. But 
there won't be any miracles. . . . 

Unfortunately, however, the Commun- 
ist party has also been taken complete- 
ly by surprise by the events. The Stal- 
inist bureaucracy was unable to foresee 
a thing. Today Thaelmann, Remmele 
and others speak on every occasion of 
"the coup d'Etat of July 20." How is 
that! At first they contended that 
Fascism is already here and that only 
"counter- revolutionary Trotskyists" could 
speak of it as something in the future. 
Now it turns out that to pass over from 
Bruening to Papen— for" the present not 
to Hitler but only to l'apen— a whole 
"coup d'Etat" was necessary. Yet the 
class content of Severing, Bruening and 
Hitler, these sages taught us, is "one 
and the sanve thing." Then whence and 
wherefore the coup d'Ktat? 

But the confusion doesn't come to an 
end with this. Even though the differ- 
ence between Bonapartism and Fascism 
has now been revealed plainly enough, 
Thaelmann, Remmele and others speak 
of the Fascist coup d'Etat of July 20. 
At the same time, they warn the wort- 
era against the approaching danger of 
the Hitlerlst. that is, of the equally 
Fascist overturn. Finally, the social 
democracy is designated just as before 
as social Fascist. The unfolding events 
are in this way reduced to this, that 
species of Fascism takes the power from 
each other with the aid of "Fascist" 
coups d'Ktat. Isn't it clear that the 
whole Stalinist theory was created only 
for the purpose of gluing up the human 
brain ? 

FINISHING OFF THE 
SOCIAL DEMOCRATS 

The less prepared the workers were, 
the more the appearance of the Pnpen 
government on the scene had to arouse 
the impression of strength : complete 
ignoring of the parties, new emergency 
decrees, dissolution of the Reichstag, 
pressure measures, .state of seige in 
the capital, abolition of the Prussian 
"Democracy". And with what ease! A 
lion you kill with a shot ; the flea you 
squash between the fingernails ; social 
(Democratic ministers are finished off 
with a fillip. 

Only, in spite of the appearance of 
concentrated forces, the Papen govern- 
ment "as such" is weaker yet than Its 
predecessor. The Bonapartist regime can 
attain a comparatively stable and dur- 
able character only in the event that It 
brings a revolutionary epoch to a close ; 
when the relationship of forces has al- 
ready been tested in battles ; when the 
revolutionary classes are already spent 
while the possessing classes have not yet 
freed themelves from the fear : will not 
the morrow bring new convulsions? 
Without this basic condition, that is, 
without a preceding exhaustion of the 
mass energies in battles, the Bonapartist 
regime is in no position to develop. 

Through the Papen government, the 
barons, the magnates of capital and the 
bankers have undertaken the attempt to 
secure their weal by means of the police 
and the regular army. The idea of giv- 
ing up all power to Hitler, who sup- 
ports himself upon the raging and un- 
leashed bands of the petty bourgeoisie, 
is far from a pleasant one to them. They 
do not, of cour-se, doubt that In the long 



run Hitler will be a submissive instru- 
ment of their domination. Yet this is 
bound up with convulsions, with the 
risk of a long and weary civil war 
and great expenses. To be sure, Fasc- 
ism, as the Italian example shows, leads 
in the end to a militarist-bureaucratic 
dictatorship of the Bonapartist type. 
But for that it requires a number of 
years even in the event of a complete 
victory : a longer span of years in Ger- 
many than in Italy. It is clear that the 
possessing classes would prefer a more 
economical path, that is, the path of 
Schleicher and not of Hitler', not to 
speak of the fact that Schleicher him- 
self prefers it that way. 

The fact that the source of existence 
of the Papen government consists in the 
neutralization of the irreconcilable 
oamps, in no way signifies, of course. 
that the forces of the revolutionary pro- 
letariat and of the reactionary petty 
bourgeoisie weigh equally on the scal» 
of history. The whole question shiftft 
here onto the field of politics. Through 
the mechanics of the "Iron Front" the 
social democracy paralyzes the proletar- 
iat. With the policy of brainless ultim- 
atism the Stalinist bureaucracy blocks 
the revolutionary way out for the work- 
ers. With a correct leadership of the 
proletariat, Fascism would be extermin- 
ated without difficulty and not a chink 
could remain open tor Bonapartism. Un- 
fortunately that Is not the situation. The 
paralyzed strength of the proletariat has 
assumed the deceptive form of a 
"strength" of the Bonapartist clique. 
Therein lies the political formula of the 
present day. 

WHAT PAPEN 
REPRESENTS 

The Papeb goTemm«nt represents th* 
ItaporMMl ootttoa potal o* great M«- 
tortonl forces. It« Independent weight 
la next to nil. Therefore it could do 
nothing but take fright at Its own ges 
ticulatlons and grow dizzy from the 
voids arising on all sides of it. By this 
and only by this is to be explained that 
in the deeds of the government up to 
now there have been two. parts of cow- 
ardice to each part of audacity. With 
Prussia, that is, the social democracy, 
the government played a sure game: it 
knew that these gentlemen would offer 
no resistance. But. after it had dissolved 
the Reichstag, it summoned new elections 
and did not dare to postpone them. After 
proclaiming the state of martial law, 
it hastened to explain: It is only in order 
to facilitate the capitulation without a 
struggle o£ the social democratic leaders. 

HoWever, isn't there a Iteichswehr? 
We are not inclined to forget it. Engels 
designated the state of the armed de- 
tachments of people with material auxi- 
liaries in the form o£ prisons, etc. With 
respect to (he present governmental 
power, it can even be said tlutt the 
Iteichswehr alone really exists. But the 
Iteichswehr in no way represents a sub- 
missive and guaranteed instrument In the 
hands ot that group of people at whose 



head stands Papen. In reality, the gov- 
ernment is rather a sort of political 
commission, of She Reichswehx. 

But with all its preponderance over 
the government, the Reichswehr can 
nevertheless lay no claim to any inde- 
pendent political role. A hundred thou- 
sand soldiers, no matter how fused and 
steeled they may be (which still requires 
testing), are incapable of commanding a 
nation of sixty-five millions, torn by the 
profoundest social antagonisms. The 
Reichswehr represents only one element 
in the interplay of forces, and not the 
decisive one. 

In its fashion, the new Reichswehr 
does not reflect baldly the political sit- 
uation in the country which has led to 
the Bonapartist experiment. The parlia- 
ment without a majority, with irrecon- 
cilable wings, offers an obvious and irre- 
futable argument in favor of dictator- 
ship. Once more the confines of dem- 
ocracy emerge in all their obviousness. 
Where it is a question of the foundations 
of society itself, it is not parliament- 
ary arithmetic that decides. What de- 
cides is the struggle. 
PROSPECTS FOR 
TOMORROW 

We shall not undertake to counsel from 
afar what road the attempts at form- 
ing a government will take in the next 
days. Our hypotheses would come 
tardily fn any case, and besides, it is 
not the possible transitional forms and 
combinations which decide the question. 
A bloc of the Right wing with the Center 
would signify the "legalization" of thu 
seizure of power by the National- Social- 
ists, that is, the most suitable cloak for 
the Fascist coup d'Etat. What relation- 
ships would develop in the early days 
between Hitler, Schleicher and the Cen- 
ter leaders, is more important for them 
than it is for the German people. Polit- 
ically, all the conceivable combinations 
with Hitler signify the dissolution ol 
bureaucracy, courts, police and army in- 
to Fascism. 

If it is assumed that the C«tit*r will 
not agree to a coalition, is whfefe N 
would hat* to p»j wlUi * rtpCtB* Jrf** 
tti own worker* for th* rot* fft ft t**JM 
In Hitler's looonottv*,— tbttt t» tMf pm 
only the unoonce«ie4 extra-pa rlUn«Bt- 
ary road remains. A combination with- 
out the Center would more easily and 
■peedlly Insure the predominance of th* 
National -Socialists. If the latter do not 
VmmedlaPely unite with Papen and *t 
the same time do not pass over to the 
immediate assault, then the Bonapartist 
character of the government will have to 
emerge more sharply : von Schleicher 
would have his "hundred day*" . . . 
without the preceding Napoleonic years. 
Hundred days — no, we are figuring far 
too generously. The Reichswehr does not 
decide. Schleicher does not suffice. The 
extra -parliamentary dictatorship of the 
Junkers and the magnates of financial 
capital can be stood firmly on its feet 
only by the 'method of a wearisome and 
relentless civil war. Will Hitler be able 
to fulfill this task! That depends not 
only upon the evil will of Fascism, but 
also upon the revolutionary will of the 
proletariat. 

— L. TROTSKY. 
Prinkipo, August 2, 1932. 



A Letter to the Workers of Zurich 



BEAD AND SUBSCRIBE TO 
THE MIIilTANT 



In the night of the 15th of June, vio- 
lent encounters took place in Zurich be- 
tween the workers and the police. I 
learned of these events from the cables 
of the bourgeois press agencies, which 
were, consequently, very teudeuclous and 
hostile to the workers. But even with- 
out knowing the details, it is not very 
difficult to get a general idea of the char- 
acter of these events. Encounters be- 
tween workers, especially striking work- 
ers or the jobless, and the police are 
abundant in the whole history of capi- 
talism. The present terrible crisis which 
is revealing all the rottenness of the 
capitalist system is stretching the ner- 
vous tension of the bourgeoisie to the 
extreme and is driving it to make use 
of the police and the army at the slight- 
est alarm. On the other hand, the very 
just indignation of the workers against 
the bourgeoisie is growing and is seeking 
a way out. IS'o matter what political 
tendency was heading the strike and tha 
demonstration at Zurich, the character 
of the bloody encounter is one and tha 
same. Capitalism has reduced the work- 
ers to starvation, to misery, to despair. 
Capitalism is throwing them out into the 
streets. Capitalism is beating them down 
by armed force. The lackeys of the 
capitalist press calumniate the workers 
and the capitalist judges condemn the 
"leaders" to jail if the bullets of capi- 
talism do not fell them beforehand. 

This was the simple and obvious ex- 
planation I gave, far from Zurich, to the 
■events of June 15 and 18. Today, on 
June 25, I have received from friends a 
leaflet issued by the " Socialist! Party 
of Zurich" entitled "Settling Accounts 
with the Communists.'. In this docu- 
ment the Zurich Social Democracy, 
which is running the municipality in 
that town, attempts to vindicate itself 
of all responsibility for the repression 
a gains* the strikers and the demonstrat- 
or*. J*oonUne to this document, th* 
f»«H «# tk» eomfBot la Inoumbent not 
apo* cmtftollnii but upon Communism. 
Id 4«f*nM of its actions against the 
Zurich vork«re, the social democracy 
wrlt*»; 

"Lenin and Trotsky, in similar situa- 
tions, were levere against all the ultra- 
Left syndicalists of the anarchist tend- 
ency. They pitilessly crushed In blood 
all the put schists." 

This leaflet has instigated me to ad- 
dress myself by means of the present 
letter to the Zurich workers. It is the 
aim of the present letter to denounce 
this calumny. Lenin and myself have 
more than one been fhe objects of 
calumny. You doubtless know that we 
were ovten accused of being in lhe ser- 
vice of the German general staff. Never- 
theless 1 have never known a more men- 
dacious and a baser calumny than the 
one cast on us by the leaflet of the Zur- 
ich social democracy. 

The whole life of Lenin was dedicated 
to the overthrow of bourgeois society, 
of its state, its privileges, its laws, its 
justice, its police, its prisons and its 
army. How then can anyone employ the 
name of Lenin to justify the reprisals of 
the bourgeoisie against the workers, 
also protest against the utilization of 



Trotsky Replies to a Calumny 
of the Social Democrats 



my name because during the thirty-flve 
years of my conscious life I have served 
and continue to serve in so far as my 
forces permit me, the cause of the em- 
ancipation of the working class. 

— But the Soviet power, the Messrs. 
Social Democratic journalists will reply, 
didn't it employ measures of reprisal 
against the anarchists of the Left Social 
Revolutionists who attempted to organize 
an insurrection? To be sure! But the 
difference lies precisely in this — -an in- 
significant difference, isn't it, comrades, 
workers? — that with us it was a matter 
of defending, not a bourgeois state, but 
a proletarian state. The Bolsheviks had 
previously organised the October Insur- 
rection (1917) by means of which the 
proletariat overthrew the bourgeoisie, 
took possession of its banks and factor- 
ies, confiscated tiie laud of the rural 
gentry and turned it over to the peasants, 
chased out the parasites from their pal- 
aces and put up ttie workers' children in 
them, deprived the exploiters of their 
voting rights, concentrated the power 
and the weapons in the hands of the 
workers and thus guarded the first pro- 
letarian state against Its enemies. It is 
precisely therein that the regime of the 
proletarian dictatorship consists. Yes, 
we have defended this reginie effectively 
with guns in hand. For its defense we 
created the Red Army. Social democracy 
of the entire world condemned us and 
hurled all sorts of curses on our heads. 
The Cerman social democracy supported 
tlic Ilohenzollerns who tried to strangle 
the Soviet republic. But the Bolsheviks 
did not allow themselves to be strangled. 
With an iron fist they defended the 
workers' state. The domestic enemies of 
the proletarian diotatorahip were tiie 
bourgeoisie diverted of their rights, the 
bourgeois office rw and atudents, gentle- 
men of the type of Conradi who assas- 
sinated my f i lend Vorovsky. The Rus- 
sian social democrats (the Mensheviks 
and the Social Revolutionists) directly 
and indirectly supported this struggle 
against the workers' state. In all In- 
stances In which they rose against it 
with guns in hand, we treated them 
without mercy. 

But tla; Zurich social democracy is 
deceiving you when it refers to Lenin 
and Trotsky to justify Its bloody violence 
against the workers rising against the 
capitalist state. Violence is used, to be 
sure, in both instances. Wherever the 
classes are conducting an implacable 
struggle, in the last analysis, we always 
arrive at a point where violence is re- 
sorted to. This will always be the case 
as long as the classes continue to exist. 
But the whole Question is determined by 
what class exercises the violence. 

At one of the sessions Of the Brest- 
Litovsk conference, on January 14, 1918, 
General Hoffman, the actual head of the 
German General Staff on the Eastern 
Front, protested against the violence em- 
ployed by the Soviet governmet. 1 take 
flue occasion to quote verbatim from 



The Theory of Permanent Revolution and American Imperialism 



National Reformism 



The united states has held the domin- tl^ Co n f| ict Between Proletarian Internationalism and Stalinist 

at.ing position in the world chain of cap- 
italism over since the world war. Prior 
to the world war American capitalism 
struggled to obtain this position. Now 
the American imperialists must wage a 
constant struggle to maintain and extend 
this power against the onslaughts of the 
other capitalist nations. This new posi- 
tion places greater responsibilities upon 
the United States in tho maintenance of 
world capitalist conditions. 

The contradiction between socialized 
production and capitalist appropriation, 
between produdeticn for a world market, 
and national boundaries, lie at the bot- 
tom of the contradiction between the 
international responsibilities and intern- 
al needs of the American imperialists. 
Thb international responsibilities of Am- 
erican capitalism can only be properly 
i'ullilled on the basis of the solution of 
the internal needs. On the other hand, 
the American imperialists can only solve 
the internal difficulties confronting than 
on the basis of world capitalism. 

The solution of this contradiction is 
not possible under the rule of the Amer- 
ican capitalists or any other capitalists. 
At the bottom, it is the same contradic- 
tion which brought on the last world 
war and now has developed to greater 
proportions, endangering the proletariat 
of the world and the Soviet Union. The 
real solution of this problem can be 
had only on the basis of the proletarian 
world revolution. 

The imperialist struggle for the rediv- 
ision of the eartii Is the central problem 
of the American imperialists, to which 
other problems are subordinated. 



But within this Imperialist problem 
there is- contained another contradiction 
of a more menacing character. Each 
delay In "solving" the question of the re- 
divislon of the earth enlarges the pro- 
spects of the extension of the October 
revolution, of the social revolution. On 
the other hand, each step toward the 
"solution" of the problem of the redlvi- 
sion of the earth sets into motion the 
forces of the social revolution. This 
clearly reveals the present stage of cap- 
italism as the decay stage. 

Although a solution for capitalism is 
not possible, a breathing spell for some 
imperialists by obtaining markets, by 
establishing Fascism in Germany, by 
smashing the Soviet Union is possible. 
A lease of life for capitalism depends 
as much upon the action or rather, in- 
action of the proletarian vanguard as it 
does upon the action of the leading im- 
perialists. 
The American imperialists are as 



much concerned with the world revolu- 
tion as the Communists are, but for op- 
posite reasons. Therefore, the interven- 
tion of the II. S. dollar, for economic 
or military purpose, to hold in check the 
October revolution has been a major task 
of the American Imperialists since 1817. 
The danger of the extension of the Oct- 
ober revolution is a life and death mat- 
ter for world capitalism and the United 
States representing the dominating fac- 
tor. This compels Wall Street to pro- 
ceed in a fashion altogether contrary to 
the lingering "isolationist", ideology of 
the 19th century. 

The burning question of the capital- 
ists is the opposite side of the burning 
problem of the proletariat. Our pro- 
blem is the understanding and applica- 
tion of the theory of the Permanent RaY- 
olution. Theirs — the defeat of the Per 
maiient Revolution. 

The word permanent, like the word 
dialectic or imperialism or a whole ser- 
ies of other words are used in the poU- 
flicai sense and not in the bourgeois 
dictionary sense. The theory of the 
permanent revolution has nothing in 
common with the old Bucharin concept, 
which on the basis of the October rev- 
olution, estimates that a mounting wave 
of revolutions, one right on top of the 
other, would sweep capitalism from the 
earth in one straight line. The theory 
of the Permanent Revolution does not 
don»ddter as "permanent", the time ele 
ment in the series of revolution. The 
theory of the Permanent Revolution 
considers the development of the revolu- 
tion from country to country, in their 
interrelationship, regardless of ebbs and 
flows, PERMANENT until the class pro- 
blems of the proletariat are SOLVED. 
IJet us follow the process of the Class 
struggle, explaining the meaning of the 
Permanent Revolution and its relation to 
American imperialism. 

The most important Marxian concept to- 
day, repeated by Stalinism in dead form 
but not understood in living reality, is 
the Lenin formula, "Without a revolu- 
tionary theory there can be no revolu- 
tion." In 1917, Lenin and Trotsky filled 
this formula with reality by applying 
the theory of the Permanent Revolution 
to the weakest link In the capitalist 
chain. Other weak links of the capital- 
ist chain followed, in Italy, in Germany 
1018, in Hungary, in Finland, In Bul- 
garia, in Gerraeny in 1023 and In China, 



but all were drowned in thte workers' 
blood. Weak links and favorable ob- 
jective situations but — wrong policies. 

Thte vanguard fighters already know 
the role social democracy played in these 
revolutions. It is the task of the Left 
Opposition to explain the role Stalinism 
played in these revolutions since 1923. 
History will look to Stalinism for an 
answer. And the question can only be 
answered upon the basis of the applica- 
tion of the theory of the Permanent 
Revolution. Stalinism as a bud and now 
as the flower of tho reaction against 
October did not then, nor does it now, 
understand the theory of the Permanent 
Revolution. Stalinism has merely us- 
urped the herftage of the October Rev- 
olution, which is the first fruit of the 
theory of the Permanent Revolution. 

There are reasons for the one success- 
ful revolution and the many failures 
that followed. The determining factor 
in the problem was not the objective 
condition which was the most favorable, 
but the vanguard and its policies or lack 
of policies. The major defeats of the 
proletariat and the Communist vanguard 



to the proletarian 



the minutes the following extract from 
my reply: 

"The honorable general has remarked 
that. our government rests on force and 
employs violence against all those who 
profess adverse ideas which are stigma- 
tized as counter-revolutionary. The 
honorable general is absolutely correct 
when he says that our government rests 
on force. Up to the present, history has 
not known any other type of government. 
As long as society will be composed of 
classes engaged in struggle, the state 
will inevitably be an arm of compulsion, 
and will make use of a coercive appar- 
atus . . . That, in our actions, which 
astonishes and outrages (he governments 
of other countries- -is the fact that we 
arrest not tho strikers but lhe capital- 
ists who lock out the workers, fhe fact 
that we do not shoot down the peasants 
who demand the land but arrest the land- 
ed gentry and the officers who attempted 
to shoot down tho peasants." 

The leaders of the Zurich democracy 
have not gone any further tha General 
Hoffman in so far as they speak of vio- 
lence without defining the class which 
employs this violence. And for ^ood 
cause: the social democracy cannot pose 
this question openly and honestly, since 
Its leaders themselves serve the capital- 
ist regime. In the petty local questions, 
fhe secondary ones, for example — the 
municipal questions, the social democracy 
attempts to bargain with capitalism for 
the workers, in order to maintain its 
authority among them. But wherever 
it is a matter of the fundamental inter- 
est of the capitalist order and of pri- 
vate property, the very foundations of 
fhe exploitation of man hy man, there 
the social democracy, in Hwltxeriand, in 
Germany, in Austria, in France and in 
fhe entire world, invariably takes the 
side of the exploiters. It has once more 
demonstrated this in o striking fashion 
by the June events in Zurich. 

Since the gentlomon of the social dem- 
ocratic leadership have taken advantage 
by referring to Lenin and to myself in 
easting off their guilt. I will say the 
following in conclusion: although I can- 
not Judge the events In Zurich except 
through the accounts rendered by the 
bourgeois journals to which I can hardly 
accord more than ten percent of credence, 
I nevertheless declare in all security, 
since the labor movement is involved, 
that all my sympathies are without the 
slightest reserve on the side of those 
who participated in the strike, who pro- 
tested against the brutalltay of the police 
and who have fallten victims of the new 
attacks. No matter what the tactical 
views of the Zurich Communists may be, 
I will always be found on the same side 
of the barricade with them. IOven if 
they have committed one mistake or an- 
other — I do not know of any — these are 
the mistakes of our class, these are thte 
mistakes of the proletarian revolution 
which Is raising its bead against the 
capitalist yoke. In .spite of all the 
"democratic" peacock -feat hers with 

which thte social democracy is covering 
itself up, it has acted and it is acting 
in the events of Zurich as the direct 
agent of the class enemy. The social 
(Continued on page 2) 



must be smashed. The October revolu- 
tion must he extended. The iron ring 
of the world capitalists, (with the back- 
ing of the American dollar) around the 
Soviet Union mu,st be broken. The ex- 
tension of the October revolution means 
to fight, not only fhe national bourge- 
oisie, but to tight world capitalism and 
particularly the economic pressure of 
American imperialism. 

The break-down of capitalism, in the 
economic and political crisis st ays the 
hands of world capitalism in their' fight 
against the world proletariat and the 
revolutionary workers lighting the cap- 
italists on the "weak link". The inter- 
vention of the imperialists in support of 
the capitalists of the "weak link" only 
becomes effective when the vanguard of 
the proletariat does not. present a policy 
based on a Marxian rt:volutionary theory. 
In Russia with Lenin and Trotsky, the 
correct revolutionary theory and action 
held at bay the world capitalist inter- 
vention. But fhe non-Marxian revolu- 
tionary theory of Stalinism, for n series 
of revolutions, since 19-JJi did not enable 
the proletariat to hold in check the coun- 
ter-offensive of the imperialists. 

Only after the defeat of the German 
revolution in 1023 were the world im- 
perialists successful in their' interven- 
tion through the Dawes Plan and then 



commenced with fhe 1923 revolution in ship, the internal and external contradic- 



dlrect introduction 
revolution." 

"The second aspect of the 'permanent' 
theory already characterizes the socialist 
revolution as such. Por an indefinitely 
long time and in constant internal strug- 
gle all social relations are transformed. 
The process necessarily retains a political 
character, that is, it develops through 
collisions of various groups of society 
in transformation. Outbreaks of Civil 
War and foreign wars alternate with per- 
iods of 'peaceful' reforms. Revolutions 
in economy, technique, science, the fam- 
ily, morals and usages develop in com- 
plicated reciprocal action and do not 
allow society to reach an equilibrium. 
Therein lies the permanent character of 
the social revolution as such." 

"The international character of the 
social revolution which constitutes the 
third aspect of the theory of the per- 
manent revolution, results from the state 
of economy and social structure of hu- 
manity. Internationalism is no abstract 
principle, but a theoretical and political 
reflection of the character of world eoo 
nomy, of the world development of pro- 
ductive forces, and the world scale of 

the class struggle. The social revolu- the Ywlng MaH . Aml likl , wis(% tll ever 
tion begins on national grounds. But It otni , r revolutionary situation, the world 
cannot be completed on these grounds." eapitaiists intervened at. the start but 

"In an isolated proletarian dictator- were only successful to tlrts degree that 



Germany. Up to that time the Russian 
revolution under the leadership of Lenfn 
and Trotsky was consolidating itself, 
the International was building a world 
party, and the workers were in motion 
against world capitalism. Upon the de- 
feat of the 1923 revolution the American 
dollar propped up decay capitalism, and 
Stalinism replaced Marxism in the Com- 
munist International. The theory of 
socialism in one country replaced the 
theory of the Permanent Revolution, na- 
tional reformism replaced international- 
ism. 

The theory of the Permanent Revolu- 
tion may be outlined in the following 
manner: "First, it embraces the problem 
of the transition of the democratic rev- 
olution Into the socialist. This is really 
the historic origin of the theory. The 
conception of the permanent revolution 
was set up by the great Communists of 
the middle of the 19th century, by Marx 
and his adherents, in opposition to the 
democratic ideology which, as is known, 
presumed that all questions should be 
settled peacefully, in fhe reformist or 
evolutionary way. by the erection of the 
'rational' or democratic state. Marx re- 
garded the bourgeois revolution as the 



tinns grow inevitably together with the 
growing successes. Remaining isolated, 
the proletarian state must finally be- 
come a victim of these contradictions. 
The way out for It lies only in the vic- 
tory of the proletariat of the advanced 
countries. Viewed from this standpoint, 
the national revolution Is not a self-suf- 
ficient whole! it is only a link in the in- 
ternational chain. The international rev- 
olution presents a permanent process In 
spite of all fleeting rises and falls."' 

What is the relation of American im- 
perialism to this theory, or to be more 
exact, the continuation of the Russian 
revolution to the world revolution? The 
United States as the strongest link of 
world capitalism struggles to prevent the 
proletarian revolution from absorbing 
the world, no matter where the civil war 
breaks out. World capitalism, which in- 
cludes American Imperialism as the 
dynamo of the system of reaction, in- 
tervenes in every class struggle between 
the exploiters and exploited. 

The weak links of the capitalist chain 



* All quotations from L. D. Trotsky, 
The Permanent Revolution, New York, 
1931. 



the policies of the vanguard deviated 
from Marxism, from the theory of the 
Permanent Re volution. Correct theory 
and correct action is no guarantee to 
victory but only through the Marxian 
poliey and action can the proletariat 
gain power. 

American Imperialism in its "peace 
role" stands as the bulwark against the 
extension of the October revolution. We 
expect nothing else from America and 
fight accordingly. Today we have another 
problem. Stalinism is a new growth of 
revisionism, poisoning the Marxian 
stream with the theory of socialism in 
one country. A theory which stifles and 
checks the action of the Communist 
parties in the struggle to extend the 
October revolution. 

To extend fhe October revolution, 
means to understand the relation of Am- 
erican Imperialism to world capitalism 
and world economy. To exfend the Oct- 
ober revolution means to reject the Stal- 
inist revisionist theory of socialism in 
one country and all that flows from it. 
To extend the October revolution means 
in the first place, [ arm the vanguard 
with the Marxian theory of the Perman- 
ent Revolution. 
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Stalinis ts in Monstrous Frame-Up Against Left Opposition 

Bureaucrats «Answer» Our Policy by Inciting to Pogrom 



EMERGENCY CALL! 



A vicious campaign, inciting to black 
hundred pogrom action, has been launched 
against the Left Opposition and Its sup- 
porters. It la a desperate last resort. 
Physical violence in place of political ar- 
gumentation — that is the method of the 
depraved Stalinist bureaucracy stooping 
to the lowest depths. By copying the das- 
tardly frame-up from the capitalist en- 
emy they hope to squelch the ideas of 
the Left Opposition. 

But our ideas live and grow. Our 
answer is political hammer blows to 
strike yet deeper roots for the Marxian 
views within the party and within the 
working class. We will cut this dirty 
murder frame-up to pieces ; and we pledge 
ourselves to fight for the eradietlcn of 
these vile methods from the proletarian 
ranks. We fight with clean hands to 
■uphold the banner of our revolutionary 
leaders and to restore the movement of 
Marx and Lenin to its rightful place. 

But we need your support, you readers 



views and you who agree with our de- 
termination to maintain the principle of 
freedom of expression for working class 
opinions within the labor and revolution- 
ary movement. 

You can do your part now. -You must 
help us banish the pogrom method from 
the movement. You must help us edu- 
cate the misguided workers who have 
become caught in the Stalinist vise. It 
is a momentous tusk, it requires enor- 
mous efforts at which we do not hesitate 
in the Ieasf. But it entails almost un- 
surmountable expenditures on our part 
in the form of leaflets, enlarged issues 
of The Militant, agitation and propag- 
anda. You can help us make this part 
of the burden lighter. BJut you must 
help immediately for quick action. The 
object is worthy of your greatest sacri- 
fice. We ask that much from you. 

Will yon help and do your share? 
Will you help immediately? Will you 



of the Militant, sympathisers of our scad funds to The Militant without delay? 



With 111 <- Embattled Miners 



Diggers Reply to Terror 
With Increased Militancy 

Defy Bosses, Fakers, and Police in Tremendos Advance 

Latest developments in the Illinois miners' strike carry the clear indications 
of this being the most powerful movement yet witnessed in that state. A pic- 
keting army of 30,000 miners are, at the moment of this writing, maTChicg upon 
the southern field to strike the few small mines still at work there. Three of 
the largest mines in that territory, in Franklin County, were forced to close al- 
most immediately after the murder of Joe Colbert. The widow of this martyred 
miner single handed struck one of them, a. mine of 1,100 men. The heroic work- 
ing woman thus payed the highest tribute to, the memory of her husband felled 
in battle by the bosses' hired gunmen. 



Sheriff Itobinson of Franklin County 
has boasted that 30,000 "citizens" will 
meet the "invading army", but the press 
simultaneously reported a measly 250 
men deputized. And how could he make 
good his vain boast. This is a mining 
community. The miners have already 
shown where they stand. 15,000 miners 
marched in the funeral procession of the 
fallen Joe Colbert. Others workers In 
the community are making common cause 
with the strikers. These are the reasons 
why the operators and the degenerate 
union officials are restoring to intensified 
gunmen methods, killings and woundings 
of striking miners increasing and riot 
warrants being issued wholesale. But 
even this is destined to melt away in \he 
face of the splendid mass formations of 
the embattled miners. 

From the Front 
SPRINGFIELD, ILL.— 

All the forces of the coal operator* 
have been hurled against us in the 
present bloody struggle that rages in the 
Illinois coal fields. The Federal govern- 
ment with its deportation terrorism, the 
entire state apparatus under the thumb 
of Governor Emmerson, the county sher- 
iffs, Lewis and Walker sluggers, and gang- 
sters from the underworld jun at large 
throughout the mining camps as "open 
season" is declared on reds and Com- 
munists. 

Miners are coralled, terrorized, Jailed 
and beaten. Leaders of the rank and 
file opposition are jailed and never know 
when they are to be "spotted". Miners' 
wives are jailed, beaten and molested. A 
group of students from various univer- 
sities, led by their professors are 



ball on a hot July day as 17,000 of our 
army invade the Harlan counties of Ill- 
inois. Mine guards are disarmed and 
disciplined, gangsters are driven from 
mining camps. The Illinois miners' 
strike gains impetus, day by day. 

Already 45,000 of the 50,000 Illinois 
coal diggers have closed their ranks and 
production of coal in Illinois will cease 
as long as there is a breath of energy 
left in the leadership and rank and file 
of the opposition movement. — This is a 
newsreel glimpse of the struggle that 
takes place at present in the iBllnois 
coal fields. 

Why the Fight 

And why do the miners of Illinois fight 
like they never have In years? Because 
the miners fight for the very right to 
breathe and live. That is why. For 
forty-two years we have had a union 
in Illinois. For thirty-five years we have 
been solidly organized. The fight to 
build the Illinois United Mine Workers 
df America was no bitterer than the 
present fight to retain a miners' union. 

We have again been sold on the block 
to the highest bidder by our faking, 
thieving leadership. They have taken 
from us every liberty that we have ever 
achieved during those long years of 
(Continued on page 3) 



Left Opposition Demands an Open 
Hearing on the Stalinist Frame-up 



The National Committee of the 
Communist League {Opposition! has 
addressed the following self-explana- 
tory letter to each of the organizations 
specified : 

In the Daily Worker of August 23, 
there appears an accusation that mem- 
bers of the Communist Iieague of Am- 
erica (the ' Trotsky 1 tes" ) were respon- 
sible for the killing of a worker named 
Michael Semen and the wounding of 
another worker named Nick Kruziuk, 
who has since also died, at a meeting 
last Saturday night at 7th St., and 
Avenue A. 

Today we came into possession of 
leaflets In the English, Russian, and 
Ukrainian languages, repeating and 
amplifying the accuation against us. 
On the night of August 23rd a mass 
meeting was held at 7th St., and 
Avenue A, where Communist Harty 
speakers incited the crowd against the 
"Trotskyites" as the murderers of 
the two workers. There is taking 
place a general campaign of Incite- 
ment for a pogrom against us which 
also has the elements of provocation 
to the authorities. 

Ln order to bring the truth of the 
whole affair before the working class 
public, we propose the holding of a 
public trial and hearing rander the 
auspices of a joint committee repre- 
senting the following central organi- 
zations ; 

Communist Party of U. S. A. 
Trade Union Unity League 
International Labor Defense 
American Civil Liberties Union 



Conference for Progressive Labor 
Action 

Communist Party (Majority Group) 
Industrial Workers of World 

We are prepared to submit to this 
commitee at public sessions complete 
and indisputable proof that the mem- 
bers of the Left Opposition had no 
part whatever, In the attack which 
resulted in the killing of the two 
workers. 

We are prepared to bring before 
such a committee at public sessions 
complete proof that the Left Opposi- 
tion has always opposed any physical 
attacks on the meetings of other labor 
organizations, and that we have pub- 
licly protested even when these at- 
tacks were directed against those in 
sharpest political conflict with us. 

We leave aside here the motives for 
this provocation against us. Our aim 
in addressing this letter to you is to 
ask if your organization will partici- 
pate through a delegate to a joint 
committee before which the tmth can 
be brought out in public. 

We realize quite well that the ac- 
cusation of murder makes our mem- 
bers liable to inquiry and prosecu- 
tion before the courts of the class 
enemy. But we are not Concerned 
with the capitalist court. We want 
to defend ourselves in public before 
the court of working class opinion. 

In view of the extreme seriousness 
of the accusation, we request a prompt 
reply to this communication. 

National Committee, 
Communist League of America (O.) 
SECRETARY. 



Slander the Opposition as Murderers o 
Two Workers at N. Y. Street Meeting 



f 



The hammer blows of the Left Opposi- 
tion (Bolshevik-Leninists) against a pol- 
icy of capitulation before German Fasc- 
ism and against the pacifist masquerade 
in the anti-war conference aroused a 
wave of support in the party ranks. The 
expanding movement of protest against 
the official policy has thrown the Stalin- 
ist bureaucrats into a panic. The at- 
tempt to expel the movement by expul- 
sions, which held the Communist work- 
ers In check before, is breaking down. 

Great world events are on the agenda, 
and nobody can stop a discussion of 
them. It is a question of the fate of the 
U. S. S. It., of the working class of the 
entire world. The Communist workers 
are awakening to this burning fact. No- 
body can stop their mouths with the 
threat of expulsions. Sebastian Pappas, 
the heroic Communist militant who is 
loved by every Left wing trade union 
fighter, has raised his voice for the posi- 
tion of the Left Opposition on Germany. 
They have expeled him, but behind 
Pappas stand others who also are deter- 
mined to speak out at any cost. And 
behind them are others. Deeper and 
deeper into the Party the Left Opposi- 
tion is penetrating. 

Confronted with this rising tide of 
sentiment for the Left. Opposition, and 
powerless to cope with it by political 
means, the panic-stricken bureaucrats, 
corrupted to the core, have resorted to 
a desperate adventure. 

They are trying to frame up the Left 
Oppositionists as murderers! 

They are organizing and inciting black 
hundred pogrom against the Bolsnevik- 
Leninbts, whose criticism they fear and 
whose arguments friiey cannot answer! 

They are directing the attention of the 
police to the "Trotskyists" as the tour- 



Party Holds First Meeting on Danger of G 



erman fascism 



After months of ardent and persist- 
ent agitation on part of the Left Op- 
position, the Stalinists of the official 
Communist Party of the U. S. A. final- 
ly yielded to the pressure our agita- 
tion caused within the party ranks 
and called the first meeting on the 
Fascist danger in Germany at the 
Central Opera House in New York 
last Friday. It is significant that this 
meeting was called at the very same 
time that Sebastian Pappas, the lead- 
ing party comrade who raised the first 
strong voice of alarm against the 
Hitler threat within the party, was 
officially expelled. It is character- 
istic of the Centrist bureaucrats to 
stifle every word of criticism coming 
from the rank and file and simultane- 
ously to camouflage by a semi-accept- 
ance of the same criticism and by 
half way concessions to it behind the 
scenes. 

Nevertheless, the convocation of the 
meeting shows that the Stalinist lead- 
ers have been forced- to take a step 



forward on this most important of all 
the present day issues, the German 
Situation — -the key to the international 
situation, the key to the concrete war 
danger against the Soviet Union. In 
this sense, the step of the party lead- 
ership is a victory for the Interna- 
tional Left Opposition. 
Opposition Ideas Penetrate Party 
The German meeting was strongly 
undef the influence of the Left Op- 
position propaganda. For the first 
time, slogans directly borrowed from 
our literature appeared above the 
signature of the party. The leaflet 
that was issued by the New York Dis- 
trict of the C. P. read in part as fol- 
lows: "An open Fascist dictatorship 
will attempt to drive the whole work- 
ing class of Germany to starvation 
and slavery. A Hitler dictatorship in 
Germany means immediate war on the 
Soviet Union and world war. A Fasc- 
ist dictatorship in Germany means 
sharper international reaction and 
more brutal capitalist attacks on the 



living standard^ and rights of 
workers of the United States." 



the 



These words, which have been ring- 
ing forth from these pages week after 
week were actually subscribed to by 
the New York District of the Com- 
munist Party of the U. S. A.! More- 
over tliey were supplemented by a cor- 
rect and sharp Communist character- 
ization of the treacherous roie of the 
social democratic leadership in which 
the silly and absurd theory of social 
Fascism found no place... To be sure 
the leaflet still retained the vaguely 
misleading claims about the strength 
of the "Red United Front" and some 
of the ultima tist illusions attached to 
it — -but all this was couched in very 
vague and extremely reticent langu- 
age. The half-turn toward the Lenin- 
ist United Front tactic was especially 
prominent in the closing slogans : 

"Rally to the Mass Meeting ! Sup- 
port the German Communist Party 

(Continued, on page 2) 



ieon trotsky Let Us Reenforce Our Offensive ! 



The physical attack of the Stallnltes 
against the Bolshevik- Leninists in the 
pre-^ Salle Bullier at Paris evokes, alongside 
vented from bringing food to our starv-j with intense indignation, a feeling of the 
ing industrial army. Professor Carlson deepest shame for the present leadership 



of the Chicago University and a student 
group from the Commonwealth Labor 
College and Chicago University, »Te 
beaten and jailed, later told to leave the 
county and never return. Gerry AHard, 
one of the leaders of the opposition move- 
ment and his wife Irene, are also 
Jailed. Allard is openly told, in the pre- 
sence of the student group that he will 
be murdered ; this Is resolutely told by 
Marion Hart, States Attorney Prosecut- 
or of Franklin County. The following 
morning Joe Colbert, close personal and 
political associate of Allard's and one of 
the leaders of the Illinois miners op- 
position, is murdered while picking mush- 
rooms for something to eat. 

In Tteylorville deputy Sheriffs shoot 
down a miner's wife. The coal fields 
run mad with killers driven to despera- 
tion by the greatest offensive ever 
launched against the coal operators and 
the Lewis-Walker combine. ,War Is de- 
clared as 7,500 troopers move southward 
from Camp Grant stationing themselves 
30 miles from strategic coal centers. The 
rank and flle root themselves firmly. A 
picket army 14 miles long also starts 
southward from Gillespie, Springfield, 
Benld, Breeze and from every nook and 
corner of northern Illinois, striking every' 
coal mine on the road. 1,500 deputies 
in Christian county, owned by the Pea- 



of the Comintern. For it is not a mat- 
ter of >rank and- file Communists, not of 
workers — these would never debase them- 
selves with such abominations ! — but of 
a centralized bureaucracy which is carry- 
ing out the demands of its higher staff. 
The aim : to provoke within the Com- 
munist ranks such furious embitterment 
that all arguments of reason would lose 
their force. Only in this way can the 
Stalinist bureaucracy yet save Itself from 
the criticism of the Left Opposition. 
What frightful degeneration! 

The history of the Russian revolu- 
tionary movement is particularly rich in 
bitter factional struggles. For three and 
a half decades I have observed this strug- 
gle very closely and participated In It. 
I cannot recall a single instance in which 
differences of opinion, not only within 
the ranks of the Marxists but also be- 
tweeen Marxists, Populists and Anarch- 
ists, were settled by the organized reign 
of the fist. In the year 1917 Petrograd 
seethed with continual meetings. At 
first as an insignificant minority, then 
as a strong party and finally as the over- 
whelming majority the Bolsheviki con- 
ducted an annihilating campaign against 
the Social Revolutionists and the Men- 
shevik I cannot recall a single meeting 
where the political struggle was re- 



body Coal Company, melt like a snow- placed by fist fights. I have not been 



able to And a single indication of such regard the Stalinist system with grow- 



an instance in the press of that time, 
although in the course of the last two 
years I have been studying the history 
of the February and October revolution 
thoroughly. What the proletarian mass 
wanted was to listen and to understand. 
What the Bolsheviki wanted was to con- 
vince. Only In this manner can a party 
be trained and the revolutionary class 
united about It. 

In the year 1923, Ordjonikidze, In the 
heat of the disputes between the Cau- 
casian Stalinists and Leninists, struck 
one of his opponents in the fact. Lenia 
lay seriously ill in the Kremlin. The 
news of Ordjonikidfze's conduct literally 
shook him up. The fact that Ordjon- 
kidze stood at he head of the party ap- 
paratus in the Caucasus only magnified, 
his guilt in Lenin's eyes. Lenin sent' his 
secretaries Glasser and Fotieva to me 
several times urging the expulsion of 
Ordjonikidze. Lenin recognized and fore- 
saw in Ordjonikidze's thuggery a waol« 
school and an entire system : the school 
and the system of Stalin. On the same 
day Lenin wrote his last letter to Stalin 
in which he declared that he was break- 
ing off all "comradely relations" witb 
him. A whole series of great historic 
causes has since led to the triumph not 
only within the C. P. of the Soviet Un- 
ion but also in the Comintern, of the 
school of "rudeness" and of "disloyalty". 
The abomination of Bullier is its indubit- 
able and unadulterated expression. 



ing alarm if not with direct disgust 
But they cannot tear themselves free 
from its claws. Bach of the decisive 
links in the chain has its Semards and its 
Yaroslavskys, as well as its Bessedov- 
skys and Agabekoffs. From slander and 
falsifications these gentlemen have now 
gone over to organized physical attack. 
The Initiative comes from Stalin. The 
command is now being transmitted to 
all sections of the Comintern. Will it 
be of any avail? No, it will not. The 
necessity of ever stronger means proves 
the ineffectiveness of the preceding strug- 
gles against the Bolshevik-Leninists. 

Tremendous events are taking place in 
Germany. The Comintern maintains its 
silence. The leaders appear to have 
filled their mouths full with water. Do 
not the German events require the imme- 
diate convocation of a world congress 
of the Comintern? Of course, they do. 
But at the congress an answer will have 
to be given. The Stalinists, however, 
have nothing to say. By their mistakes, 
their zigzags and Crimes they have com- 
pletely devastated themselves. To remain 
silent, to go into hiding, to wait passive- 
ly for the outcome — therein lies, at pre- 
sent, the whole policy of the Stalinist 
faction. 

But the Bolshevik- Leninists will not be 
silenced. And they will not allow others 
to remain silent. Despite their small 
number, our French comrades are giv- 
ing evidence of splendid pi'i'scveivuce in 



derers of the two workers. Semen and 
Krusluk, who lost their lives In a tragic 
street fight with which the Left Opposi- 
tion had no connection whatever. 
Here are tlie Facts 

1. We started a meeting on the eve- 
ning of August 20th, at 7th St., and Ave. 
A, as one of a .series in our campaign 
on the situation in Germany. 

2. Immediately after wo started, or- 
ganized attempts were made to disrupt 
our meeting by Ktiiliuist elements. 

3. A fist fight en-inert in which the 
Opposition held its ground :md after 
which it once more set up (lie platform 
for a brief meeting. 

i. The Left Opposition held the plat- 
form until word came of the impending 
arrival of the police. Then it wsis decided 
to wind up the meeting in order to pre- 
vent the tlisgr:wfnl spectacle of the 
capitalist police intervening and deciding 
a conflict between factions of the Com- 
munist movement. 

5. The Left Oppositionists and a num- 
ber of sympathizers then assembled in 
close formation, singing the Internation- 
ale, and returned to headquarters. 

G. That was the end of all our con- 
nection with the events at 7th St. and 
Avenue A on the evening in question. 
What happened after that happened with- 
out any participation on our part. 

The Daily Worker of August 23 (city 
edition), which contains the criminal 
provocation against us, admits that we 
left the mcefing-place and that another 
meeting under Party direction began af- 
ter our departure. We know nothing 
whatever of what occurred at that second 
meeting. We do know that that neigh- 
borhood is infested with all kinds of re- 
actionary elements— white guards Rus- 
sians, etc. There is a post of the Amer- 
ican Legion in the same block. Commun- 
ist meetings have been attacked on thla 
corner time and time again by these re- 
actionary elements with brick-bats and 
other missiles. 

The Party bureaucrats know very well 
that this was the case at the meeting 
in question. They know that the Left 
Opposition had nothing to do with the 
affair. They know that we are opposed 
in principle to the breaking up of other 
working class meetings and that we have 
persistently explained in THE MILI- 
TANT the reasons why such hooliganism 
plays a reactionary role. 

But It does not serve their purpose 
to tell the truth. They have lied about 
us systematically and misrepresented Our 
position on every occasion. But this 
game is playing out. The Communist 
workers have begun to see through these 
lies. They are beginning to see the 
principle line of the Opposition through 
the fog of official misrepresentation. 

That is why the desperate and furious 
Stalinist leaders had to resort to this 
shameful method of frame-up, provocation 
and pogrom. The bodies of the martyred 
workers are to tie lifted up as a banner 
for a bankrupt political clique which is 
not worthy to touch them with one fin- 
ger. They want to coin the grief and 
rage of the Communist workers against 
the murder of their comrades into a wea- 
pon against the revolutionary Marxists. 

Communist workers 1 Be on your guard 
against this monstrous deception. Stop 
and weigh the consequences of this das- 
tardly black hundred scheme. Raise 
your voice in protest against it. Do not 



proletarian world revolution before the 
workers. By pouncing upon them like 
hooligans, the Stalinists have only paid 
tribute to their revolutionary energy, i be intimidated by the reactionary cam- 
Just as soon as the Bolshevik-Leninists 1 paign of terror unleashed against those 



Nine-tenths of the apparatus people unfolding the burning t] ue«ntni» of the 



In Moscow warned against Chiang Kai- 
Shek, the Stalinist bureaucracy incited 
against them, persecuted and smashed 
the Bolshevik- Leninists. Just as soon 
as the Parisian Bolshevik-Leninists beat 
the alarm against Fascism, the Stalinist 
clique is organizing to smash the Bol- 
shevik-Leninists. These facts will not 
remain unpunished. From great facta 
the party learns, the class learns. 

We are not, naturally, making the rank 
and file Communists responsible for the 
crimes of the Stalinist bureaucracy. The 
Bolshevik -Leninists will not change their 
positfon toward the French Communist 
party nor toward the Comintern. The 
attempt to erect walls of hatred between 
ourselves and the millions of Communists 
in the entire world will not succeed. 
That justice is on our side, is patent. 
The workers are listening with ever great- 
er attentiveness to our words. 

The more the Stalinists lose their 
heads, the more perseverance the Lenin- 
ists will show In their activity. Under, 
our criticism, under the sweep of our 
arguments the bureaucracy is twisting 
and squirming. All the more apparent, 
therefore is our correctness and our 
force. Let us doable, treble and decuple 
our offensive! 

— L. TROTSKY. 
Prinkipo, August 6th, 1932. 



who criticize and ask questions. 

Look to the heroic example of the 
Bolshevik -Leninists of Russia, the true 
inheritors and representatives of th« 
October revolution. They hold the ban- 
ner of Marxism in the face of every- 
thing, just as they did in 1917, as they 
did in the civil war, in the red army — 
on every front. Frame-ups were devised 
against them also by the Stalinists (the 
affair of the "Wrangel officer"). Pogroms 
were conducted against them. They were 
slandered, expelled, Imprisoned, exiled, 
beaten, shot. But for all that their 
ideas remain unshaken and will prevail. 

We stand by their banner, for It Is 
the banner of Communism. We hurl 
back into the craven faces of the Brow- 
ders, Fosters, Amters, Hathaways, and 
all the rest of the depraved and soulless 
functionaries of Stalinism, the answer 
of revolutionists : 

You cannot terrorize .us with your 
black hundred pogrom! 

You cannot break the bonds which tie 
us to the Communist workers with your 
dirty frame-up! 

You cannot prevent the victory of the 
Left Opposition by any means, for it Js 
the veritable representative of the teach- 
ings of .Marx and Lenin with great his- 
toric events are vindicating with light- 
nlllj; speed. 

—NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
Communist League (Opposition) 
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The Communist and Election Activity 



Methods in the Campaign 



The approaching election finds the * Cr'Alr'nm of the StdlmiSt 
parties of reaction, reform and revolt f\ WHICISm Or tne OMIinilS 

tion in full swing. The stock market is 

bolstered up, the bourgeois economists 

apeak of a revival, the papers talk of 

wage increase, the politicians dodge the 

real issues and spout demagogy. The 

reactionaries do this in an effort to keep 

the workers fom moving to the Left. 

And to the left, the parties of Re- 
form: the .socialist party; the socialist 
labor party; the farmer-labor party, etc, 
are struggling in their own way, to 
keep the workers trom moving into tap 
revolutionary stream, toward the. Com- 
munist party, to paralyze their militancy. 

The capitalists have done all in their 
power to keep the revolutionary party 
off the ballot. At present we have only 
11 states on the ballot. In many states 
a struggle to get on the ballot has not 
yet been won. Meetings throughout the 
country have been broken up by the 
police. Foster, the presidential candi- 
date, has been arrested several times in 
different i>arts of the country on his na- 
tional tour. 

Favorable Chances for Communism 

This third presidental election cam- 
paign of the Communists in America is 
the most favorable we have yet entered. 
The reactionary parties have exposed 
thenrsehes and have shown 
enee in handling the situation. The 
reformist parties are weak and as yet 
cannot be compared to the reformist 
parties in Europe. This leaves the Com- 
munist party an open field. 

Can the party be equal to this task? 
This depends upon the program the Com- 
munists present in the present campaign 
and how the Communists conduct the 
campaign. Previous articles in The 
Militant criticized the C. P. platform for 
its opportunism. The program divorces 
the immediate demands from the ulti- 
mate demands, and presents immediate 
demands that are not satisfactory. A 
program that does not formulate the 
immediate needs of the class in coordin- 
ation with the revolutionary goal is op- 
portunist. Let us determine the party ac- 
tion since the Nominating Convention in 
Chicago and find out if it has corrected 
these mistakes. 

The party must present its immediate 
demands as the election platform, de- 
ands based upou class struggle and con- 
encted with the revolutionary end to be 
attained. In the campaign, local, na- 
tional and international issues develop 



ens Germany and devoted their main 
blows at Hoover who drove the veterans 
out of Washington with machine guns, 
tear gas combs, and tanks. This im- 
portant climax of the Bonus March was 
elevated above the more important ques- 
tion, rather than used as a springboard 
to the explanation of the war danger 
connected with threatening Fascism in 
Germany. We pointed out before that 
the demand for emergency relief for the 
farmers was wrong and must be changed 
to emergency or immediate relief for the 
WORKERS and Farmers. In New 
York the party tried to correct this 
error but onlv created more errors. The 
party-con trolled unemployment councils 
called a conference on August the 15th, 
and a Relief March on September the 
10th. The whole program is based upon 
immediate relief for the workers. They 
first separate the demand for immediate 
relief from the more fundamental de- 
mands against capitalism and second, they 
forget entirely that capitalism which is 
the cause of unemployment must be over- 
thrown. Nowhere in their propaganda, 
incompet-! articles, or speeches are these three 



and campaign can only put life into the 
slogan of the defense of the Soviet Union 
by mobilizing the workers to support the [ 
fight against Fascism in Germany. The: 
Stalinitcs fail in this major task. 

In New York the party has issued the ( 
Slogan, "For Bread and Freedom, — With 
Foster, Ford and Amter." As the elec- 
tion date nears we find Stalinism floun- j 
dering deeper into the swamp of oppor- 
tunism, j 

These activities — the Bonus march, 
reduction of hours, immediate relief, 
Anti-War activity and German struggles 
are not utilized in the election campaign 
to contrast the party of revolution to the 
parties of reform and reaction. Rather 
the party's way of handling these tasks' 
under the Stalinist leadership has pushed 
the membership and the party farther to 
the right, farther into opportunism. Not 
satisfied with the distance to the right 
the leaders have dragged the members 
they top tile whole thing with a state- 
ments in the Daily Worker which has 
nothing in common with Marxism. 

Who Was Exposed? i 

First they issue a blast against K. 
Haldeman-Julius, the well-known reform- 
er, a socialist. They "expose" him. 
Catch him red handed stealing Foster's 
acceptance speech. lie changes the word 
Communist to socialist and prints Fosters 
speech for his platform. We know 



factors coordinated. First to leave the 

demand out of the program and then to Haldemann-Julius. It is not Haldemann- 
base a campaign in New York exclusively j u u us wno has made a mistake. It is 
on the demand of immediate relief that | no t Haldeman-Julius who should be 
was omited from the platform — these j criticized. He recognized his reformist 
are Hip-flops, detrimental to the party wares even when they were labeled 



and the class. 

The platform forgets the struggle for 



Communism. Labels don't mean much 
to reformers. Purcell and Hicks recog- 



the shorter work day. However, the' nized the wares of the "four-class party." 
houses have not forgotten this struggle 1 sian Committee. Chang Kai-Shek lecog- 
and are busy trying to reorganize labor 



power (overpopulation to production 
accumulation), a necessary step for 
their way out of the crisis. If they suc- 
ceed in reorganizing and "reducing 
hours" at the workers' expense it will 
give then) a breathing spell. On the 
other hand if, through class struggle 
we force through the "Six Hour Day, 
Five Bay Week, with NO REDUCTION 
IN PAY", our class will be able to take 
a big step forward. The Communists 
must give the lead in this struggle. 



nized the wares of the "four-class party." 
Rarbusse, Rolland and Sinclair recog- 
nize the wares ot the Sialihinst World 
Anti-War Congress. The name. Com- 
munism, without the content of Marxism 
frightens no one. 

The election campaign must be based 
upon the pressing immediate needs of the 
class, formulated concretely, but not 
divorced from the class struggles of the 
world that develop between the conven- 
tion and election day. The political 
consciousness of the workers during the 



For a Keailstfc Defense of the U. S. S. R. election campaign can only be transform- 
In the election i tatfonu the defense [ ed into class consciousness by the correct 
of the Soviet Union is linked with the coordination of these two factors on the 
defense of the Chinese people Events br'oad basis of our International program 
have proven that the danger of Fascism which must run as a red thread thrugh 



German Campaign of Czech Opp. 



... ... . ,. .i-j.. ,,*' in Germany is the determining factor in the election platform and the election 

which momentarily gam he spot hght of j Qrm , _ H . a 

the class attention, lhe Communist 1 
must utilize these straggles to more force- 
fully bring to the attention of the work- 
ers, a revolutionary program in opposi- 
tion to the reformist and reactionary 
ones. Or, one may pose the problem this 
way: The election campaign should be 
used by the Communists to bring our 
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM to the 
attention of the class through our imme- 
diate demands in conjunction with the 
national and international struggles that 
develop in the election period. Only on 
this basis will we be able to put in mo- 
tion the class and bring recruits to our 
racks, workers who come to our ranks 
on the basis of Marxism. 



The Opportunist Course of Stalinism 

Several important events have happen- 
ed since the Chicago Nomination Con- 
vention, events showing how far into the 
swamp of opportunism, Stalinism has 
taken the Communist party. The Ronus 
March flared across the political horizon 
and the Sfalinites dashed in uncondi- 
tionally for the bonus. They carried on 
a campaign in th£ Daily Worker that 
overshadowed the election campaign and 
shifted to the background the main 
slogan for Social and Unemployment In- 
surance. 

On August first — the calendar day set 
aside by Stalinism lo fight against im- 
perialist wars — the demonstration on 
Union Square in New York forgot the 
War Danger, forgot that Fascism threat- 



Months ago, the International Left 
Opposition already declared that Germany 
had become the key to the International 
situation. The Czech Left also pointed 
to this crux of the world situation and 
the general tasks of the proletariat flow- 
ing from it, at its Spring conference, in 
its newspaper, in many discussion meet- 
ings and wherever the opportunity arose. 
Rut the Stalinists, elsewhere, here too 
did not notice the decisive struggles ap- 
proaching in Germany at a rapid tempo 
They subscribed for the most part to the 
view that the influence of Fascism would 
be liquidated by Hitler seizing the 
IxHver himself. 

Sabotage German Campaign 

This salutary thought was always be- 
hind the lethargy of the Stalinists dis- 
tinctly expressed in the following Incid- 
ent. When, upon the proposal of the 
Left Opposition comrades, the Prague 
leadership of the Red Ruillding Trades 
Union called a plenary meeting with 
the subject "The Struggle of the German 
Proletariat against Fascism", the meet- 
ing was called off at the last moment 
through the bureaucratic intervention of 
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With Germany on the edge of the volcano that threatens to erupt at 
any moment, Leon Trotsky's penetrating analysis of what is next on 
thp order of the day in Germany is the most timely revolutionary 
document of the moment. It is priced so low for a quick sale. Order 
your copy now ! 
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the Red Trade Union Central Committee. 

The reasons given for calling the meeting 
Off are significant: "Due to an over- 
abundance of work, there is at present! 
(that is, in June 1332) no man available 
In the Central Committee of the Unions, 
who is informed on the situation in Ger- 
many at the same time, has the time to 
speak on it." 

The leaders of the C. P. C. conduct 
themselves with such manifest shameless-; 
ness in fateful hours like these. Even 
the sympathetic layers of intellectuals 
showed a better understanding of the 
political situation. In an open meeting 
Effects of ttie Prnstan Coup d'Etat 
The Prussian coup d'Etat and the 
half-turn of the German C. B. C. in the 
united front tactic first woke up the 
C. C. of the C P CZ from its slumber. 
It finally called upon the Czech and 
Slovak workers to come to the aid of the 
German proletariat, but postponed con- 
crete action till August I. The Left 
Opposition immediately issued a mani- 
festo to the members of the C. P. Cz. in 
which it demanded the acceptance of the 
proposals of the German Left Opposition 
made in October 1931. The leaflet created 
very favorable repercussions. When . Left 
Oppositionists distributed the leaflets 
before a meeting of party functionaries 
in Greater-Piague, the party leaders at- 
tempted to provoke physical attacks by 
sending- out uniformed and falsely in- 
formed shock-troops against the alleged 
"counter- revolutionists" But the party 
proletarians recognized in the Trotskyists 
comrades-in-t he-struggle, and instead of 
attacking them, they discussed with them 
the situation in Germany and the tasks 
of the International. 

Last week there was an open meet- 
ing in a Prague suburb in which there 
was introduced, expectionaliy enough, 
a free discussion. The Left Opposition 
took advantage of the situation immedi- 
ately and its representatives presented 
the situation in Germany and explained 
the tasks of the German proletariat. 

The predominantly proletarian audi- 
ence expressed its agreement with the 
proposals of the Left Opposition in vivid 
fashion. Characteristic for the develop- 
ments in the International is the fact 
that the Left Opposition speakers were 
"refuted" with "arguments" which have 
in Germany already been dropped. The 
official party speaker stressed the view 
that the .united front can never be made 
with the "top" and further said that 
the situation in Germany ia not at all 
so critical, it is only a matter ot chang- 
ing the methods of bourgeois rule! 

No matter how threadbare and shop- 
worn these phrases may sound for our 
German comrades in their struggle, they 
have nevertheless a special sense in this 
country. They show that the Stalinists 
in Czecho- Slovakia are not prepared to 
draw the necessary lessons from the 
German mistakes on the one hand, and 
on the other hand, that the progressive 
proletarians of Czechoslovakia are com- 
ing closer to the International Left Op- 
position and are partly, already showing 
their warmest sympathies for the fight- 
ing German Left Opposition. 
Prague, August 2, 1932 

— K. SCHMIDl. 



Tke Party's Meeting onj 
German Fascist Danger 

(Continued from page 1) 
and the United Red Front Against 
Fascism, Hunger and War! Fight 
the Socialist leaders, the Forerunners 
and Allies of Fascism! etc." 

The meeting itself was poorly at- 
tended and lacked the enthusiasm and 
the vitality that the issue requires. 
This is easily comprehensible. For it 
was called in all haste, without any 
serious preparation and advance pro- 
paganda, on the spur of the moment, 
under the direct fire of the Left Op- 
position campaign and under the 
pres-ure from the ranks. It was 
meant by the bureaucrats largely to 
offset and to side-track the flow of 
rising criticism within the party and 
to screen their own, previous miser- 
able silence and lethargy. 
The Meeting Itevolves Around fc. O. 
Max Bedaehl spoke before an audi- 
ence of no more than 400. Since the 
manifesto of the National Committee 
of the Communist League of America 
(Opposition) was carefully and en- 
ergetically distributed to the particip- 
ants, the speakers naturally had to 
revolve their speeches around the 
position of the Left Opposition, The 
chairman, Alexander, as well as Bed- 
ai-ht slandered and attacked the Left 
Opposition very feebly before an al- 
together unresponsive audience of 
workers. As if in answer to the im- 
potent screeching of the bureaucrats; 
the workers in every part of the ball 
held the Opposition leaflets in their 
hands, many of them reading it on the 
spot. 

The Stalinist speeches were domin- 
ated by all sorts of apologies and 
sophistries. On the other hand, Bed- 
acht tried to prove that the Berlin- 
Brandenburg United Front action con- 
tradicts the Opposition's criticism, on 
the other, he queried indignantly: 
"Can comrade Thaelmann be expected 
to sit at one table with the Noskes?" 
All without an attempt to reconcile 
these two conflicting views, without 
any attempt at a Marxian explana- 
tion, displaying ignorance of even 
elementary facts. For instance, he did 
not even know that the Central Com- 
mittee of the German C. P. had repu- 
diated the Berlin-Brandenburg United 
Front action. And as (i matter of 
fact, Bedacht expressed approval of 
it! But if we know our Max, he'll 
manage to come clean again — if it 
isn't too late. . . . 

With this party meeting, the Left 
Opposition has won a heat. Our 
campaign has gained ground. The 
treacherous, bureaucratic silence of 
the Stalinists have been broken. The 
international struggle against Hitler- 
isni has gathered momentum. We 
will not stop at this point, we will 
continue our campaign tirelessly, un- 
til the whole party wakes up to its 
task, until every party member be- 
comes a conscious fighter for the 
German revolution, a powerful agit- 
ator for international solidarity with 
the German working class in their 
struggle against Fascist reaction, 
again^ the danger of imperialist war 
on the Soviet Union. 



Expulsion of Carl Coster 

Mink and Bureaucracy Run Rampant on the Waterfront 



On Thursday, August 11, the Daily 
Worker, [n an obscure corner of an in- 
side page, announced the expulsion of 
Carl Coster from the Communist Party 
and the Marine Workers Industrial Un- 
ion "for gangsterism and Lovestonism". 
The name of this comrade is not unfami- 
liar to readers of Tile Militant. ;We have 
referred to the struggle against bureau- 
cracy in the Marine Workers Industrial 
Union lucfore and to the parts played 
by such militants as Coster, Johannesen 
and Jacobsen in this fight. The expul- 
sion of Coster is another outrageous act 
of the Stalinist bureaucracy which de- 
serves the attention of all revolutionary 
workers. 

Carl Coster has been one of the most 
active leading workers of the party on 
the waterfront Cor many months past. 
His organizational ability, his courage, 
his devotion are unchallenged facts. He 
has been entrusted with responsible 
posts ever since he joined the Marine 
Workers Union From the first, he car- 
ried on a struggle against the bureau- 
cracy within the union, all the time re- 
maining at his post and fulfilling his 
tasks in exemplary fashion. About a 
year ago, the struggle against the Stalin- 
ist bureaucracy came to a head on the 
New York waterfront. The bureaucracy 
countered by breaking up what it termed 
the "clique" of the militants fighting 
again-t it. Johannesen was "exiled" to 
Dulnth, Coster to Boston. 

The Boston party bureaucratism it ap- 
pears, sabotaged the work of Coster, 
who was sent there as port organizer. 
After several months of futile attempts 
to combat this saboiagc, Coster returned 
to New York lo take up the case with 
the leadership at the center. The Stalin- 
ists in New York did everything possible 
to pill off the case, they successively as- 
signed the comrade to responsible work 
in the Workers' Ex-Servicemen's League, 
the Independent Shoeworkers Union, the 
T. U. U. L. etc. Every task was ful- 
filled by Coster with his customary cour- 
age and energy, in spite of the despica- 
ble behavior of the bureaucrats, he re- 
mained firmly disciplined. 

One day last week, the Stalinist water- 
front bureaucrat, George Mink, one of 
the yellowest and most corrupt wretches 
in the whole bureaucratic outfit, made an 
unheard-of, unprecedented, shameful 
Ihrcat against some militant non-conform- 
ist rank and file workers up for trial 
before the State Supreme Court for 
participation in the April Unemployed 
demonstration at City Hall — in the pre- 
sence of Coster and others. Exasperated 
and outraged by this unexampled .piece 
of skunkery, Coster issued a warning to 
The Mink in unmistakable proletarian 
terms, lest the threat be carried out. 
Tli is took place in a crowded union hall, 
in the full view of numerous .- workers. 
That is what the •■gangsterism" amounts 
to. 

The outrageous threat of the bureau- 
crat was, therefore, not carried out. The 
Mink i.'unk back into the woods. But for 
that, q-.-, Wednesday, August 10, the ex- 
pulsion of Coster from the M. W. I. U. 



anil from the C. P. was announced at a 
membership meeting of the union. This 
happened at 9 o'clock in the evening. 
At 11 o'clock, the Daily Worker appear- 
ed with the expulsion statement. Coster 
was not even given the formality of a 
party trial, he received no hearing. The 
expulsion took place in typical, ungarn- 
ished. bureaucratic style. 

Nevertheless, members of the Marine 
Workers Industrial Union were aroused 
by this treacherous act of arbitrary ac- 
tion and the bureaucrats became uneasy. 
On Wednesday night. August IT, the 
membership meeting fo the M. W. I. V,. 
was packed with the henchmen of Mink. 
Coster demanded to lie admitted for a 
hearing of his case. Several Stalinists 
immediately pounced on him and carried 
him Iwdily out of the hall. Workers on 
the Inside protested vigorously and re- 
quested the floor. The bureaucrats run- 
ning the meeting, Mink, Hudson and Co. 
quickly got their heads together and or- 
ganized a steam-roller. 

Speeches from the lloor were immedi- 
ately restricted to 3 minutes, under 
-bouts of protest from the rank and tile. 
In their brief and forcibly limited 
speeches, the comrades from the rank 
and tile nevertheless forced the bureau- 
crats to eat their words and retract the 
charge of "'Lovestonism''. Cosier has been 
known far and wide as an unremitting 
fighter against the Itisiht wing oppor- 
tunists. They pushed Mink to tlie wall 
and made him admit his dastardly, anti- 
Communist and reactionary throat. Rut 
the bureaucrats had the meeting packed 
and in spite of their damaging admis- 
sions, made in the presence of all work- 
er-, they nevertheless succeeded in rail- 
roading the militant Coster by a fake 
vote. 

The marine worker, Iiobert Kohl, a 
Communist militant with a revolution- 
ary past l>oth in Germany and in this 
country left the meetings in disgust af- 
ter protesting stron'gly but to no avail 
against the tactic employed by the bu- 
reaucrats against Coster. The latest 
reports have it that Kohl too lias been 
expelled from the union with no other 
charge against him except his action in 
defense of Coster's membership rights. 
The bureaucratic frenzy knows no 
bounds! 

The revolutionary marine workers 
have with their own eyes witnessed a 
spectacle that reflects the very height 
of bureaucratic degeneracy. They have 
seen the whole repulsive Face of the 
Stalinist bureaucracy. They are just 
aroused. Their task is now lo draw the 
ixilitical conclusions from the light 
against bureaucracy. It is the whole 
reactionary, non- Leninist line of Centr- 
ism that makes bureaucratism possible 
in the Communist Party and in the 
class struggle unions. The fight of the 
marine militants is the fight of the Left 
Opposition. The bureaucracy can be 
swept away only by returning the Com- 
munist movement to the path of prole- 
tarian internationalism— to the path of 
Lenin and Trotsky. _p. s. 



The Convention of Father Cox*s Quasi-Fascist «JobIess Party» 



August 18th, 1032. 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Father Cox is a priest who has grown 
politically ambitious. He went to Europe 
to "talk it over" with the Pope of ltome, 
with the agents of Mussolini and Hitler. 
He received more support and the Jobless 
Party was organized "to solve the hard- 
ships and injustices of the present social 
order". 

The "Jobless Party's" demagogic plat- 
form included— Government control oi 
the banking system and public utilities, 
immediate payment of the soldiers' bonus, 
conscription of wealth "in case of an 
emergency", pros- beer -ity, "mighty" 
army, navy, and air forces, unemploy- 
ment insurance ind old-age pensions, 5 
day week and 6 hour day abolition of 
"unjust'' injunctions and yellow-dog con- 
tracts, relief for the farmers, and right 
to "peaceful"' picketing in strikes. This 
was similar to Colonel "Coin" Harvey's 
Liberty Party's confused program 
'"against usury and for the free coinage 
of sliver, etc." and inasmuch as both 
agreed "down with the communists", 
agreements were made to merge both 
parties and to hold a national conven- 
tion of the fusion, the Jobless- Liberty 
Party. 

The site picked out was St. Louis. 
Cox to lead the masses from the East, 
and Harvey to come with the hordes from 
the West. Cox issued advance press no- 
tices stating that one million jobless 
from all parts of the U. S. would be 
In attendance. Naturally immediate ob- 
jections to the convention were raised 
by the St. Louis police. The Chamber 
of Commerce visualized riots of hungry 
unemployed. Cox replied that "no hun- 
gry bums will be delegates", that oitiy 
"business men' 1 would be elected and 
that they would spend upwards of a mil- 
lion dollars for hotel accomodations, food, 
etc. 

But the city administration remained 
adamant ; the contemplated program was 
too radical. Accordingly advance ar- 
rangements were made for the convention 
to be held on Aug. 17th and ISth, in an 
old mosquito-bitten race track, in St. 
Louis cdunty, at Creve Coeur Lake. 

Cox now revised his figures downwards 
and stated "only" 50,000 would be at 
Creve Coeur. Then the St. Louis County 
Health Officials threatened an injunction, 
claiming that there was not sufficient wa- 
ter for such a crowd, nor laboratories, 
nor garbage dispensaries, and that the 
convention would be a "health menace" 
unless adequate preliminary arrangements 



were made for the necessary sanitary 
facilities. Cox replied he would defy the 
injunction if it was issued, and if neces- 
sary would hold the convention on the 
state highway. 

Thus was the situation when the Har- 
vejites with their "White Ribbons" (Lib- 
erty Party delegates! came to Creve 
Coeur Lake. Fifteen concession stands 
were waiting for the 50,000 customers 
and only two persons were in sight, 
lolling about, nibbing mud on their mos- 
iiuito-bites, both of whom admitted they 
were curiosity seekers, and incidentally 
"broke". The press stated Cox was on 
the way from Pittsburgh with a motor- 
caravan of approximately 500 people. 
The National Committee ot the Liberty 
Party was exasperated. They had brought 
about fifty people with them (from Ar- 
kansas, Oklahoma, Washington, Califor- 
nia) and were beginning to see that they 
had been buncombed by Cox as to the' 
number he would bring. The (Liberty! 
Party immediately issued statements to 
the papers saying they would hold a sep-' 
arate mass-meeting under their own 
auspices several miles from the site of 
the proposed united convention. Harvey 
said they still expected to merge with 
Cox but that Cox had bitterly disappoint- 
ed them by the smallness of his delega- 
tion. 

The automobile arrival of Cox's car- 
avan was to have heralded the fusion of 
the co n fusion is ts. Meeting in a one room 
cabin, the national committees of both 
parties met, helloed, shook hands and 
posed for the newspaper photographers 
before getting down to brass tacks. In- 
stead of the celebration of the birth of 
the Jobless-Liberty Party a furious fight 
started over who should be the political 
god-father. 

The Job less- Liberty Party split right 
on the hyphen. Th» fight was not con- 
cerning their respective platforms — they 
both agree they have practically iden- 
tical programs. The demagogues debated, 
discussed and disagreed on — who should 
be the presidential candidate? Cox or 
Harvey? Priest or Colonel* Tweedle- 
dee or tweedle-dum? 

Forty-five minutes of verbal fighting, 
and shouts of "liar" ; one minute the 
reverend priest denouncing religious in- 
tolerance, the next moment the old Colo- 
nel repeating that he had just celebrated 
his 81st birthday and should be the peo- 
ple's choice. Father Cox's hopes that 
Harvey would approve him as president- 
ial candidate and Colonel Harvey's ex- 
pectation that Cox would see the wis- 
dom of him being the nominee both were 



groundless. Neither withdrew, except 
for mud to plaster their mosquito- bites, 
and the meeting was summarily adjourn- 
ed. Harvey and his 50 "White Bibbou" 
Libertyites holding their own convention 
several miles from Cox. 

The "'"Blue Shirt" Jobless Party, with 
approximately 1,000 in attendance (500 
or more curiosity seekers) ratified the 
proposals and program of their national 
committee, nominating Father Cox for 
presidential candidate and Doctor Tis- 
dale, 312nd mass-degree mason of 
Elk City, Okla., as candidate for vice- 
president. Then everyone jumped in 
their machines and immediately started 
returning home. The Missouri mos- 
quito was the real victor. 

However despite all the setbacks and 
mosquito- bites and trials and tribula- 
tions that beset Father Cox in launching 
his Jobless Party, the importance of the 
enire affair is ha his be eaoihrnQIu 
entire affair is that this is the FIRST 
APING OF THE EUROPEAN FASCIST 
MOVEMENT IN THE UNITED STATES. 
The blood brother of Hiller and Mussolini 
can be readiiy recognized by its dema- 
gogic platform and all of the well-known 
Fascist trimmings, vehemently anti-com- 
munist, hlue-shirt, caesar salutes, etc. In 
the words of the Reverend Cox, its mem- 
bers are to be "not only working people 
but business men who have been pushed 
out of their business enterprises and un- 
employed professional men." And "we 
are hot reds — we are anti-Communist. 
Our Party is the only organization that 
can save the country from a Communist 
revolution this winter." 

Of course, none of the Communists 
have the perspective for a "Communist" 
revolution this winter (U. S.) but it is 
indisputable that a section of the capi- 
talist class quiver in their hoots e very- 
time the workers hold protest meetings 
or mass demonstration, and a portion 
of them would support a Fascist move- 
ment in the United States. The only 
reason all of the capitalists are not in 
favor' of Fascism (except as a last re- 
sort ) is because the Fascist system of 
continual, unrelenttfig terror, armed dic- 
tatorship, spies, and general thuggery Is 
more expensive than maintaining the 
democratic Illusions of "freedom, justice 
and equality". 

If Hitler comes to power in Germany, 
It. will mean the Immediate strengthening 
of the reactionary forces in the United 
Slates, and their simultaneous growth 
So ali eyes and all support to the Get 
man workers. 

—MARTIN PAYER. 
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Miners Reply to Terror 
With Increased Militancy 



{Continued from page 1 
bitter and bloody straggles. John L. 
Lewis, in cahoots with all the forces of 
reaction, was about to complete his life 
long ambition — the shackling of militant 
unionism In the coal mining industry. 
But the Illinois miners have hurled 
back in the teeth of the iron heel that 
thi'y will take tlieir union in their own 
hands and rebuild it nationally. 

The twenty-nine demands that we pre- 
sented to the coal operators as a basis 
for a new contract were flatly turned 
down by our officials. They answer our 
progressive demands by taking away 
from us the meager rights that we work- 
ed under prior to the beginning of the 
kt like. We demanded the 6 hour day, 
our '■leaders" siyn a contract permitting 
the operators to work twelve. We de- 
manded a 00c raise, our leaders cut our 
wages 18 to 35 per cent. Lewis says 
as consolation to the mine watfe earn- 
ers: "I am astounded that under the 
present conditions the coal operators tan 
Day such high wa^os." Walker re-echos: 
"One dollar now will buy more than any- 
time since the war, and besides Illinois 
produces the best com in the world. The 
best of foods are made from corn. The 
minors should not fear hunger." 

This cynicism is almost openly (Jelling 
the miners that they ought to take a 
greater wage cut than what the operators! 
have agreed to. Walker's statement is as 
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«Daily Workcr» and 
the Miners' Strike 



movement of Illinois Is a broad united 
front of all militant and progressive 
forces. Hunk and File members of C. P., 
Communist League of America (Opposi- 
tion), I. W. W., Socialist Labor Party, 
Socialist Party, 0. P. L. A. and various 
independent groups have united with us 
for tlfe common cause of fighting the 
immediate struggle before us. The offi- 
cial Communist party is the only organi- 
sation that thus far has attacked our 
leadership and the movement. We ap- 
peal to the party [Members to change this 
false course and fall in line with this 
movement that will defeat the coal op- 
erators and their agents. We plead for 
Ibeir solidarity at a tin* when our men 
are being shot down, hounded and jailed. 
Basts of the Battle 
We have centered our struggle against 
the coal operators on this basis: 

1. We (fcmand the six hour day and 
five day week. 

2. Kuualizutlon of all wort. 

3 No discrimination on account of 
age or youth. 

■i. No reduction in pay. 

■">. Abolition of the docking clause. 

f>. More air in the mines. 

7. Unemployment Insurance. 

8. The operators arte to deal with the 
rank and hie leaders. The old leaders 
are no longer our representatives. 

!i. No victimization. AH militant 



The official Communist party, due to 
the criminally false policies which its 
leadership has attempted to foist upon 
the Illinois miners over a period of time, 
today finds itself practically isolated 
from the strike movement. To make up 
for this, the incompetent bureaucrats re- 
sort to the vilest, insinuations and slan- 
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Cities » — An 
Idyll of 1932 



Every industrial city in the United 
States today has its ' -Hoove rvi lief'. 
Patriotic citizens consider them blights 
and attempt to disperse them or to cover 
them up. In each city, provided you look, 
you wilt find them . . . under bridges, 



good as telling the miner of Illinois to' " li " ei " l"«t have t|een fined for their 



build stalls. And even horses die from 
eating too much corn. These are the' 



, jobs. 

We have indicated our officials on five 

har- 



words of wisdom and consolation we fret! "" "„* T "^T , ° 
from our official staff, while they r£ ' w H < "^repudiate them, 

from *15.000 to |2S.00O salaries $ '" 8 T f™ ofll ™ lomot for: 
n „„„ m ^ !■ Reding to comply with the n 



der against such sterling militants head-l » ™«»' «»m =«' S^age plants. . . 
ing this gigantic scrap us Gerry Aliard ! f L \° UiS ' f ° r c ' xilnl P le ' lhert; *™ 

throwing in pthe, leaders of thta splen-' f ™\ un<ier * e *«* M*»i»«W« "P™. 
did movement for good measure. Exam- 1 In Chl f s °' *>»* » re ottered, usually 

Pie l : the Itaily Worker of August ID : ' ,°" ™ nd « n » rt c *>' J*™*"** ; Akro " and 

6U i Cleveland have theirs on the outskirts; 

"There are aobut 5,000 working in the Minneapolis on the river "cliffs". And 
whole state, mainly in Taylorville, West so on. 

Franforf, Zeigler and Johnston City.' They are standing condemnations of 
West Frankfort, Zeigler and Johnston' the capitalist system, and it is not sur- 
City are the home towns of Gerry Aliard, prising that social workers and lackeys 
the Trotskyite, and the Musteite leaders ( of big business studiously avoid this as- 
"■ i Ansbury and Jack Allen."— Yes, the' peet of human degradation. For that 
citadel of world Imperialism, Wall St.j reason serious students of American 
Is located in Wall St., the home town <->f conditions should analyse this pheno- 
of the Fosters and Bowders and all the menon from the standpoint of a deceased 
other raving Amters. 

Example 2, the Daily Worker of Aug. 
21. An account of the Benld mass meet- 
ing . . . "the Musteite Ansbury and 



eruption on the surface of capitalist 
economy. 

On first observation, they appear to be 
Tlorified -jungles", spots every town iu 



the Trotskyite Gerry Aliard were sharp- COMii >V »>»* them— where migratory 

ly criticized for their program . . . Her- wolkt ' rs li,de improvised cooking equip- 
shv in-mie-h* wy,™ ^r. .. !__■__., m «nt. Closer inspection reveals a tofal- 



annum. 

Fakery of the "Leaders" 
The constitution of the United Mine 

Workers of America and the convention 

decisions call for a referendum vote on 

the part of the membership to decide the 

acceptance or rejection of the tentative 

proposals. This has never been carried 

out by the rais'Jeuders within our union. 

Tlie first referendum rejected the wage 

cut and all the other inhuman imposi- 
tions by an overwhelming majority of 

13,000 votes. The returns of the second 

referendum were stolen by Hughes, view- 
president of fhe district organization at 

the instigation of Walker and Lewis. 

Lewis and Walker then proclaimed a 

"state of emergency" and declared that 

a contract had been signed by them with 

the coal operators association. A copy 

(if the contract has never been given to 
the membership for their consideration. 

Reports leak out from the circle of the 
fakers and operators that the new eon- v ""'' , ln:lrt ' h 1° rehabilitation— to success 
tract calls for the operators to check off ""'" vlct( 'ry. 

dues and assessments and to send them V, ' iUl y0!lr solidarity, with your col- 
direct to Lewis at the International ioclive intelligence and understanding, 
headquarters! A Pit Committeeman 1 with ■™ ,,! ' undaunted determination we 
cannot he elected by the local union un-j ,vi!l ilievi tal>ly march forward to the 
less his candicacy is endorsed by John L. finaI victol ' y "'at will place the control 
Lewis! Other enslaving clauses are 1 of Production and distribution in the 
contained in the contract, the member-! h ''" uis of the toilers of the world, 
ship is flatly refused the right to have; c< "no to our defense and aid quickly' 
a copy of the contract until they return —GERMINAL, 

to work ! 

These oppressive measures coupled 
with the many years of unemployment, 
part time work and a terrific speed up 
system, have left the minors of Illinois 
with but one thing to do and that Is 
to FIGHT! And they are fighting now 
agaiust the greatest combine that has 
ever openly come out against them. Thev 



g to comply with the major- 
ity decision of the membership. 

2. Discrimination against foreign 
born miners. 

■i. I'se of pangsters and all agencies 
of the law against meml/crs of our union. 

■1. Robbing tally -beets of referendum 
vote. 

-">. Openly allying themselves with 
the coal operators and violating the oath 
of obligation and the constitution of thfc 
I'nitodMine Workers of America. 

Miners and workers of America ! We 
ask for your solidarity in our fight. We 
ask you not io do the same thing as was 
done in the Mooney case, when Tom ask- 
ed all progressive fighting labor organi- 
zations to close their ranks in the fight 
for his release. We are fighting a strug- 
gle for the entire American working 
cities. Some of our comrades have al- 
ready fallen, more will fall. But no 
prison bars, no terrorism, no gunman"s 
bullets will slop the miners on their on- 



shy brought before the meeting instead 
the Rank and File Opposition program 
. . . Aliard, an expelled Communist Party 
member then demagogically attacked 
Hershy as a Communist." These Stalin- 
ist scriveners know that they are brazen 
liars. They know only too weU the. 
fighting qualities, the abilities as a lead- 
er and the actual leadership of Aliard 
in this as well as in previous battles 
which iiave earned for this young mili- 
tant the deep respect and confidence of 
the thousands <>r Illinois coal miners. 
The miners of Illinois are already giv- 
ing the proper answer to the Stalinist 
slanders in their splendid tight in their 
sterling solidarity with Aliard and the 
others. 



BEAD THE MILITANT 

THE MILITANT will carry week by 
week a survey of the great struggle the 
Illinois miners are fighting against the 
terror and oppression of the coal oper- 
ators and their agents. 

From the front, the Left Oppositionists 
will write as they fight. Besides the 



IN OUR NEXT ISSUE 

TWo New Articles by I*on Trotsky: 

1. Alliance or Struggle Between 
Social Democracy and Fascism? 

2. Bourgeoisie, Petty Bourgeoisie 
and Proletariat, 

Both highly actuei, dealing with 
latest development in Germany. 

My Fallen Comrade— Joe Colbert, by 
Gerry Aliard, A tribute to a Fel- 
low Fighter by one of the rev- 
olutionary leaders of the striking 
Illinois miners. 

Lessons of Hie N. ¥. Furriers' Strike. 



have turned the battle from almost com- 1 events week by week, healthv analytical 
plete demoralization into victory that in- " 
spires the miners and workers of Amer- 



di*cussion and the correct Leninist course 
will lie brought forcefully fo all mili- 



ica to surge forward to militant action. (ailts who read our official organ. 
The present rank and file opposition SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 



REVOLUTIONARY 
LESSONS 

By N. Leniu 

Containing Lenin's famous APRIL 
THESIS with which, in comrade Trot- 
sky's phrase, the Bolshevik party was 
rearmed; the Thesis submitted by Lenin 
to the First Congress of the Comintern 
at Moscow, March 2-26, 1919, under fhe 
title, BOURGEOIS DEMOCRACY AND 
THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PRO- 
LETARIAT; A LESSON ON TACTICS; 
and other short pieces. Paper cover— 
S2 pages; Limited number on hand. 

Price 25 Cents (no discount) 
Order at once from 

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 
S4 East 10th Street, 
New York, N. Y. 




inspection reveals a total 
ly different purpose and mood. The jun- 
gle spirit is carefree, transient, on the 
go: here, however, you find the haggard, 
despairing psychology of men driven to 
the last extreme, their spirits at the 
breaking point. 

What Capitalism Has in Store for Us 
If the readers of The Militant would 
really like tc see a typical American 
Ilooverville". if they are not already in 
one — k>t them go down to Youngstown, 
in the heart of America's steel industry. 
There, on the o or ti acres behind the 
municipal incinerator plant, they will 
see in brutal outline, the squalor and 
destitution resulting from the capitalist 
mode of production. Here is a picture 
of what capitalism has in store for us 
when we are no longer necessary for 
profit making. 

1'pward of 1000 shacks, huts or shelters 
hastily constructed from radio contain- 
ers, boxes, crates, etc., some just large 
enough for a man to crawl into out of 
fhe weather, some buried in holes in the 
ground, on property that has for years 
Ween the .dumping ground of filth, are 
the homes of several hundred men, who, 
having spent the best years of their lives 
in rhe steel mills and coal mines of Ohio 
and Pennsylvania, are now literally 
thrown on the garbage heap to starve, 
or — to claw over the miserable refuse 
collected each morning by the City Sani- ' 
tary Department. You will not believe 
it till you see it. Restaurant cast-offs 
make the choicest morsels. The alterna- 
tive is die notorious "soup line." The 
men prefer to mull over garbage than fo 
expose themselves to the miserable soup. 
It is almost imposible to beg food in 
Youngstown because of the large num- 
bers of the hungry. 

The writer personally interviewed a 
number of these men. It was ea-=y to 
see that they are not of the hobo type. 
Tlieir calloused hands and powerful 
frames are not characteristic of the lum- 
penproletariut.hTey arc men who have 
spent 10. 20 and 30 years of their lives 
In fhe steel mills, in the coal mines, in 
the rubber mills of Akron and on the 
Great Lakes traffic. They are men who 
have learned the industry from fhe bot- 
tom. They know steel, how it is made, 
bow coai is mined, all about rubber 
railroads, shipping, step by step the 
ruthless Plutocracy of Steel lias crushed 
them with fhe brutal club of starvation 
and exposure. Recently fhev built a 



A SUPPRESSED f TALINIf T DOCUMENT EXPOSED ! 



We publish below a suppressed Stalin- 
ist document, it is the resolution that was 
passed by the New York Anti-War Con- 
ference on August S, 1032 at the Labor 
Temple. Thin in Hie resolution Ol«in, 
Markoff, Brodsky and die other Stalinist 
leaders present Wunterposed to the Len- 
inist resolution of the Left Opposition 
delegates, which they helped to defeat. 

This shameful pacifist document, en- 
tirely imbued with the spirit of Holland, 
Barbusse, Arthur Garfield Hayes and the 
oUie» petty bourgeois -'friends of the 
Soviet Union" enjoyed the official support 
of representatives of fhe Communist 
Party of the U. R. A.: 

Nowhere in the Stalinist resolution is 
the capitalist class character of imper- 
ialist war stigmatized, nowhere is any 
distinction drawn between revolutionary 
wars of emanaipetion and the capitalist 
wars of oppression. The approach to the 
war question is thoroughly petty bour- 
geois humanitarian, has no thing whatever 
to do with the Marxist class struggle in- 
terpretation of war. 

Nowhere is the approach to the war 
danger made from the angle of the class 
struggle, from the point of view of the 
revolutionary working class. Instead, 
the approach is to "all sincere anti-war 
forces"— the approach of the impotent 
pacifists, iof The Nation, of the New 
Republic. 

Nowhere does it take up the burning 
war danger of the moment— tlie threat 
of Fascism in Germany. 

Nowhere is there a bold enunciation of 
our own concrete task— the Sght against 
American imperialism. 

Nowhere is the proletarian anti-war 
slogan of Lenin— "Turn Imperialist War 
into Civil War"— even given mention! 

Instead, the Stalinist resolution, "ans- 
weiing the call of Romain Rolland"— to 
"all peoples (sic) and all classes"— 
"declares Its whole- hearted support" of 
the RolIand-Rarbu.sse congress with all 
their vagueness, with all their pacifist 
Illusions, with all their confusionlst aims. 



by the Stalinist henchmen to ihe Lenin- 
ist views of the Left Opposition. Our 



Yt«, this is the view that was opposed the Irff Opposition to cover up their own 

hideous, opportunist face. 

The resolution printed below has never 
appeared in print before. The Daily 
Worker does not dare publish it! The 

Stalinist Centrists do not dare defend 
their views before the onslaught of our 



CiiniDaijrii for a .Marxian struggle against 
war has* struck the Stalinist regime to Its 
putrid core. The bureaucracy has be- 
come frightened. That Is why they are 

supitresstng their own wretched, pacifist ! '-eninist criticism! 
resolution, that is why they are initiat-| Communist workers! 



Read this docu- 



iist. views expressed within this resolu- 
lion and the Leninist views of our re- 
solution (The Militant of August 18, 
lfl; f— i- Decide between the petty bour- 
geois methods of the Stalinist bureau- 
cracy and Ihe proletarian methods of the 
Bolshevik- Leninists. Demand an account 
of the Daily Worker, demand an expul- 
sion of the Centrist leadership of the of- 



ii'g a campaign of physical terror against ment carefully. Judge between the paci- 1 ficiai Communist party. 



Resolution Submitted by the American Comm. for the World Congress against W 



War is no longer merely a threat. 
Today war is raging in the far East. 
Japanese imperialism has invaded China, 
has slaughtered thousands of helpless 
women, children and old people and 
forced its government on Manchuria in 
order to make this a jumping-off place 
for a war against the S. I'.— a war which 
cannot be confined to the Far East, that 
will inevitably lead to a world war. 

In the last World War workers and 
farmers were sent to the battlefields to 
slaughter and be slaughtered. They 
were told they must fight to make the 
world safe for democracy". This war 
took twelve million lives and left 22 
million wounded and permanently 
maimed. 

The League of Nations and the Kel- 
logg Pact, which are supposed to peace- 
ably settle disputes between the Nations, 
proved in practice to be the smokescreen 
behind which Japanese imperialist at- 
tack on the Chinese people was and is 
being carried on. This same "peace" 
body turned down the proposal of the 
Soviet (iovernment for complete disarm- 
ament of nations, ihe only sincere peace 
proposal to be offered by any govern- 
ment. Not only this, but practically all 
the member nations of the League of 
Nations, as well as the U. S., are today 
shipping munitions, gas bombs, and 
chemicals to arm Japan in its war on 
China. 
The great powers and their vassal 



ar 

Ail this will be done under some new 
bat t leery, as false as the least one. "To 
make the world safe for democracy" ; 
again we will be called upom to pro- 
duce, load and ship munitions, to fight in 
defense of the profits of the rich, to be 
slaughtered in order that a few profit- 
ing their full capacity. World imperial- eers and bankers mav increase their III- 
ism, thru its statesmen, profiteers and ' gotten gains, 
politicians, is offering another war as a 
way out of the present economic crisis). 



states are armed to the teeth. War bud- 
gets are mounting sky-high. While 40,- 
<XK),O0O workers are 'unemployed and 
starving in Europe and America while 
most other iirfustries are at a standstill, 
munition factories are increasing their 
production schedules and rapidly reach- 



In the next year the wholesale slaugh- 
ter will not be confined to the men at 
the front. Entire civilian populations 
will be wiped out by poison gases andd 
disease germs spread over whole cities 
by death-dealing planes. 
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Answering the call of Romain Holland 
and the American Committee for the 
World Congress agaiust war, be it 

BESOLVED, that this Anti-War Con- 
ference, representing meeting in session 
at Labor Temple, N. Y. on August 8th, 
I93£, declares its whole-hearted support 
of the World Congress Against War. Be 
it further 

BESOLVED, that we urge the World 
Congress to adopt a program of action 
that will unite all sincere anti-war 
forces in the struggle against the grow- 
ing war threat on Soviet Bussia. Be It 
further 

BESOLVED, that we call upon the 
entire working class to halt the manu- 
facture and transport of war munitions 
against the Chinese people and the So- 
viet Union. He it further 

BESOLVED, that we call upon all 
organism lions to intensify their anti-war 
activities, to give full publicity to the 
work of the World Congress, and send 
resolutions of support and greetings 
thereto. 



sign over the huts with this legend: 
IIOOVBit CITY. The local bourgeoisie 
considered this a dangerous affront to 
their rule. And rightly so. They swoop- 
ed down on them with a threat that 
they would be driven off even this pro- 
perty, and they demonstratively de- 
stroyed the sign. 

II. 

The Steel industry is shot to hell. 
Never operating at more than S'>'/c of 
capacity at the peak of prosperity, it 
now functions at 10'/; or less. In Youngs- 
town, the Brier Hills Mills, subdivision 
of the Youngstown Sheet and Tube, con- 
sisting of two blast and 12 open hearth 
furnaces, closed down completely In 
April. Carnegie steel has been working 
two to four days a week since 1929 and 
closed down June 24th for good. Only 
the Republic Steel seems to be able to 
eke out one or two days a week, and 
that only in some departments. Others 
are closed down completely. 

Less than Vt'/r of the workers in the 
entire steel industry are now employed. 
Those still working part time have been 
cut 10'/.. in October 1031 and again 15<~,{ 
on May Ifi of this year As if that wen 
not enough, the vicious "'deductions''' 
system assails every pay envelope. These 
are taken out of the 'workers' wages 
without his consent. First, Life Insur- 
ance (only for period of employment, on 
the "group" basis] then, Community 
Chest ("make the workers pay their own 
damn relief!") then. Unemployment Be- 
lief (which means nothing to those per- 
manently laid off). It is therefore not 
uncommon to see pay envelopes of fiOc 
and "lie for the week. This will serve 
to indicate how near to "Hoover City" 
even the employed workers are. 

It would seem as though there is ab- 
solutely no way of housing these unem- 
ployed worekrs except in crates and 
filth. It would seem as though the 
housing problem is insoluble. Still there 
are more empty house- and buildings 
iu Youngstown today than there have 
ever been in its entire history. Those 
that are occupied hardly yield rent. 
Large sections of the population have 
simply ceased paying rent. Landlords 
encourage the better class of tenants to 
remain or to move in on the prospect 
of future rent — or at least to protect the 
property from vandalism done to plumb- 
ing and fixtures. Most of the buildings 
have fallen into the hands of the bank- 
ers, who can't take care of their pro- 
perty themselves. Only under capitalism 
is the housing problem insoluble. 

In the poorer sections, evictions go on 
apace. Gas and electricity are promptly 
shut off. City water was eut off to 
4,(100 families in the middle of June. 
Of the 50.000 workers in the city of 
Youngstown. approximately 42,000 are 
on the relief list and these have been of- 
ficially warned by the city fathers that 
there will he no more relief after July. 
Will these workers be cast into "Hoover 
City'"? Can't the bankers, bloated with 
wealth, see the handwriting on the wall, 
the spectre of Communism embracing 
these destitute workers? Will they not 
understand that this misery marks tlie 
decay of capitalism an the end of their 
system? 

The Creed of Capitalism 
I think not. As a class they are too 
selfish, too stupid. Engels has magnific- 
ently described their attitude in his 
'Conditions of the Working Class in Eng- 
land in 18-14.' He says : "I have never seen 
a class so deeply demoralized, so incur- 
ably debased by selfishness, so corroded 
wit Iiin, so incapable of progress, as the 
English Iwurgeoisle . . . For it nothing 
e\iste In (he world, except for the sake 
of money, Itself not excluded. It knows 
no bliss save that of rapid train, i»o pain 
save that of losing gold. In the presence 
of this avarice and lust of gain it is not 
possible for a single human sentiment or 
opinion to remain untainted ... It is 
utterly indifferent to Hie bourgeois 
whether his workingmen starve or not, 
if only lie makes money. All the condi- 
tions of life are measured by money, raid 
what brings no money Is nonsense, im- 
practical, idealistic bosh. Hence, poll 
tical Economy, tlie Science of Wealth, is 
the favorite study of these bartering 
Jews. The relation of the manufacturer 
to his operatives has nothing human in 
it . . . He could reach his highest, per- 
fection in a wliolly ungoverned anarchic 
society where each might exploit the 
other to his heart's content. Since, how- 
ever, the bourgeoisie cannot dispense with 
government, but must have it to hold tlie 
equally indisi»ensable proletariat In check, 
it turns tlte power of government against 
the proletariat and keeps out of its way 
as far as possible." 

The class interests of the bourgeoisie 
I are identical the world over, and this 
description is particularly applicable to 
the American ruling class. One can find 
no better characterization of the Capi- 
talist atitude towards relief and charity 
than the following remarks of Engels in 
tlie same book : 

"Philanthropic institutions, forsooth: 
As though you rendered the proletarians 
a service, first sucking out their very life 
blood and then practising your self-com- 
placent, Pharisaic philanthropy upon 
tliem, placing yourselves before the world 
as mighty benefactors of humanity when 
you give baek to the plundered victims 
the hundredth part of what belongs to 
them!" 

—CARL COWL. 
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N.Y, FICKIC 

Sunday, September Ilth 

at 

Tibbetts Brnofc Park, Plot 8 

Take I. R. *\ Woodbiwn- Jerome 

train to last slop. Street cars 

or bus to park. 

SPKCIAL: 

OPEN AIK BANQl'ET 

(In c-;..-o of rain we will hold 

b:uu-pic> :il M [-iis! Kllh St.) 



Lovestonites Play 
Lackies in Doll Strike 



The Doll and Ti>y Workers Union have 
called u strike. About one third of the 
workers in :-;,'w York, the center of the 
industry, have answered tlte call. They 
are fighting for a 3o*7( increase in pay 
a 4-1 hour week, recognition of the union 
and other important union demands. 

The success of the strike depends upon 
the extension of the strike, upon mass 
picketing, in order to close all the factor- 
ies now when I lie busy season starts. 
Negotiation.-, can only be effective upon 
this bu-is. To win the strike we must 
first obtain a shutdown in the decisive 
section of the industry and bring these 
workers into fhe union. At this stage 
of the struggle the members must see 
that Ihe union spends h-ss time neKOti- 
atinj; and running after individual boss- 
es, and more time to close alt the fac- 
tories with mas* picketing. 

Kowtow to A. F. L. Fakers — Prevent 
Left from Speaking 

The I'nion is at present independent. 
The officials are negotiating with the A. 
!•". L. Within the uni<m there are many 
class conscious workers and some Love- 
stoneites such as Rosea and Kavitch who 
have influence. On the picket lines, 
members of (he Left Opposition have 
been iightiii.s; to extend the strike. 

The strike meetings are well attended 
and have been addressed by Tresca from 
the anarchists. Thomas from the social- 
ists, and Oitlow from the I.ovestoneites 
who was introduced as a "Labor Lead- 
er"'. Members of the picket committee 
and officials of the union were in favor 
of having Hugo Oehler from the Com- 
munist League of America speak to the 
strikers, but when Kavitch and other 
I.ovestoneites Mind this out they ob- 
jected and used their influence to pre- 
vent Oehler from getting the floor. The 
I.ovestoneites believe it is alright for 
socialists and anarchists to >peak but 
not for the Lett Opposition. 

After we were refused the floor. Marks 
of the A. !■'. of L. spoke for affiliation 
and practically took charge. He in- 
formed strikers that thp sub-contractors 
carry A. F. L. cards and are members 
of the union. He spoke fiercely against 
the Communists. The I.ovestoneites did 
not take the floor and oppnse his line. 
They were content to serve to keep Com- 
munist speakers off the platform when 
they knew that Marts of the A. V. L. was 
on hand. Tor thi< capitulation the Love- 
stoneites were later rewarded by Marks 
with a curt "Shut rp"—-thi> reward of 
lackeys. 



READ THE DECLARATION OF THE 
BOLSHEVIK-LENINISTS (LEFT OP- 
POSITION OP THE COMINTERN) TO 
THE WORLD ANTI-WAR CONGRESS 
AT AMSTERDAM ON PAGE FOUR. 



Our Successful 
Anti-War Meet 
In New York 

On August IT, the Ciiitiuiuuist League 
of America held an Anil War meeting 
at Ihe SinyvesaiJt Casino where the de- 
legates from the New York Anti-War 
Congress spoke to a packed hall of over 
2IK) workers. Many party members at- 
tended, to hear I he suppressed speeches 
of (he Left Opposition. The speakers 
presented the position of Leninism and 
contrasted if to the pacifist position and 
Ihe pacllist resolution the Sfatlnlte ap- 
paratus supported at the New York Con- 
ference. An analysis of the world condi- 
tions, how the Communist must tight 
agaiust war and how tin- workers can 
defend the Soviet I'nton was presented. 
II can be said »ithoal fear of con- 
tradiction that this nu-iilinx has been 
tlie only Anti-War meet ing held in New 
York in fhe present campaign organized 
around the World Anfi War Congress 
that presented [lie Marxian position on 
Imperialist Wars and Civil Wars. The 
series of meetings held throughout Dis- 
trict Two of the party, primarily by 
auxiliary Mrcaiiizaiions mid the F. .S. U. 
were a disgrace to the Communist move- 
ment. Ail of these Xtalinite meetings, 
decoiatcd with liberals presented, the line 
as outlined in the suppressed Stalinite 
document published in ihi< issue of The 
MtEilaiit. In contrasts t,> this pacifist line 
our meetim.' held to the line of the Bol- 
shevik-Leninist resolution. 

A period of questions followed the meet- 
ing. enai>iiiiL' the speakers to elaborate 
on the .Marxist position on War. One 
worker who was a delegate to the Anti- 
War Conference was allowed the floor 
to defend the Wtalinite position. It is 
unfortunate that the meeting did not have 
more such workers to "defend" the 
Stalinite line, because this worker as 
well as the audience left the meeting 
with a new- understanding of the position 
of the Left Opposition, 



ATTENTION! ! ! 
Entertainment ami Dance 

(iiven by fhe 

SI'AHTAcrs YOCTH CLUB 

Saturday, September 3rd, at 

84 Kast 10th Street, N. Y. 

Refreshments — — Admission 25e 
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A Declaration of the Bolshevik-Leninists 

(Left Opposition of the Comintern) 



The danger of a new world war is becoming mors 
manifest every day. The causes of this danger have 
been bared in irrefutable fashion by Marxism. 

For a long time now, the productive forces of hu- 
manity have grown beyond the limits of private pro- 
perty as well as beyond the boundaries of the national 
states. The salvation of humanity lies in a socialist 
economy based on an international division of labor. 
Under the influence of a conservative leadership, the 
proletariat iias not fulfilled its revolutionary task. 
The world war of 1914-1918 was its retribution. The 
democratic champions of "peaceful development", the 
opponents of the revolutionary methods bear the di- 
rect ^responsibility tor the dozens of millions of dead 
and wounded incurred by the imperialist slaughter. 

The h'fteen years that have passed since, have proved 
that the imperialist world has learned nothing and 
forgotten nothing. Its internal contradictions have 
been further sharpened. The present crisis has re- 
vealed a frightful picture of the social disintegration 
of capitalist civilization, with its clear symptoms of 
developing gangrene. The salvation of humanity it 
possible only through the surgical action of the pro- 
letarian revolution. 

Capitalism in Blind Alley 

The ruling classes are turning and twisting about 
in the straits of this hopeless situation. Their finan- 
cial difficulties and their fear of the masses of the 
people prevent them from seeking a solution in the 
limitation of armaments. On the other hand, by 
raising the tariff walls ever higher, by restricting im- 
ports, the rulers are further strangling the world mar- 
ket, deepening the crisis, making more acute the na- 
tional antagonisms and preparing new wars. The re- 
formist parties who are today, just as yesterday, op- 
posed to the revolutionary solution along the road ol 
socialism, are once more taking upon themselves the 
whole weight of the responsibility for the misery of 
the crisis as well as for the approaching horrors of 
a new war. 

Only in Czarist Russia power was wrested away 
from the hands of the bourgeoisie. Due to its revolu- 
tionary leadership, the young Russian proletariat 
was able, for the first time in world history, to show 
concretely what inexhaustible possibilities are con- 
tained in the regime of the proletarian dictatorship 
and of planned economy. The gigantic economic and 
cultural achievements of a backward country trans- 
formed into the country of the workers and the pea- 
sants show where the real road to salvation leads for 
all of humanity. 

We are now awaiting from the Soviet government 
the completion of the second five year plan by a plan 
of a broad economic collaboration with the advanced 
capitalist countries and the development of the gig- 
antic perspectives of human power before the masses 
languishing under the yoke of the crisis and of un- 
employment. No matter what practical, immediate 
results such a plan would have, its power of attracting 
to socialism would be immense for millions and millions 
of proletarian minds. 

Soviet Union in Danger 

The present social regime in the land of Soviets is, 
to be sure, still a long ways off from socialism. But 
its incommensurable significance liei in the fact that 
it is started on the road toward socialism. It will all 
the more surely and quickly go over to socialism the 
sooner the proletariats of the advanced countriei 
seize the power from the hands of the bourgeoisie and 
create tho definitive premises of a new society, one that 
can only be achieved on an international basis. 

The danger of world war is a danger to the very 
existence of the first workers* and peasants' state. 
No matter what the causes will be, no matter in what 
states the war will break, out, in its ulterior develop- 
ment it will inevitably turn -against the U. S. S. B. 
The world and the European bourgeoisie will not leave 
the scene without attempting a transfusion of blood 
from the arteries of the young workers* state int© 
those of agonizing imperialism. 

The past year alone has showed precisely how the 
flames of war lunge at the frontiers of the Soviet Un- 
ion simultaneously from the Far East and from the 
closer West. At the same time strangling the inde- 
pendence of China, Japan constructs in Manchuria 
fortresses from which to strike at the Soviets. The 
antagonism between Japan and the United States can- 
not hold back the militarists of Tokio, for in a future 
war against the Soviets they will consider themselves 
in advance, as the very vanguard of world imperialism 

On the other hand, the coup d'Etat carried out by 
Hindenburg on Hitler's orders not only clears the 
road for the Fascist regime in Germany but also opens 
up the perspective of a struggle for life or death be- 
tween a Fascist Germany and the Soviet Union. Big 
events are approaching for Europe &nA for the entire 
world. 

The struggle against war signifies under these con- 
ditions the struggle to save the lives of dozens of mil- 
lions of workers and peasants belonging to the new 
generation which has grown up since the great slaugh- 
ter, to preserve all the conquests of labor and of 
thought, to save the first workers* state and the whole 
future of humanity. 

Clarity on War Danger 

All the greater, therefore, is the taik and all the 
more necessary is clarity in the question of its solu- 
tion. To condemn war is very easy, to conquer it is 
difficult. The struggle against war is a struggle 
against the classes which rule society and which com- 
bine in their hands all its productive forces and all 
its destructive weapons. By meetings, by resolutions, 
by moral indignation, by newspaper articles and by 
congresses it is not possible to prevent war. As long 
as the bourgeoisie will have at its disposal the banks, 
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paratus, it will always be able to drive the people to 
war whenever its interests demand it. But the pos- 
sessing classes never cede power without a struggle. 
Look at Germany. When the fundamental interests 
of the propertied classes are threatened, democracy 
cedes its place to open violence. The overthrow of 
the bourgeoisie is possible only with guns in hand. That 
is to say: to imperialist war there can only be opposed 
— civil war. 

We Bolshevik -Leninists absolutely reject and de- 
nounce the deceptive differentiation between a "defen- 
sive" and an "offensive" war. In the armed struggle of 
the capitalist states such a differentiation represents 
only a diplomatic screen with which to deceive the 
masses. In reality it so happens that the capitalist 
brigands always conduct a "defensive" war, even when 
Japan marches against Shanghai and France against 
Syria or Morocco. The revolutionary proletariat only 
distinguishes between wars of oppression and wars of 
emancipation. The character of a war is for us de- 
fined not by diplomatic falsifications but by the class 
which conducts the war and by the objective aims for 
which it proceeds with it. The wars of the imperial- 
ist states are, independently of the external pretexts 
and of political rhetoric of an oppressive character, 
reactionary and hostile to the people. The character 
of a war of emancipation cannot be anything else but 
that of the wars of the proletariat and of the op- 
pressed nations. The armed insurrection of the pro- 
letariat against its oppressors is inevitably transform- 
ed after its victory into a revolutionary war of the 
proletariat state for the reinforcement and the exten- 
sion of its victory. The policy of socialism is not 
and cannot be of a purely "defensive" character. It 
is the task -of socialism to conquer the entire world. 

Pacifism — Poison for Masses 

Therefrom we deduce our position with regard to 
all forms of pacifism, purely imperialist pacifism 
(Kellogg-Briand-Herriott, etc.) as well as petty 
bourgeois pacifism (Rolland-Barbusse and their par- 
tisans in all parts of the world). The essend; of paci- 
fism lies in this, that in a hypocritical or in a sincere 
manner, it condemns the use of force in general. By 
weakening the will-power of the oppressed, it serves at 
the same time the cause of the oppressors. Idealist 
pacifism opposes its moral indignation against war as 
the lamb opposes its plaintive bleating before the 
butcher's knife. But the task consists of this : of 
opposing the knife of the bourgeoisie with the knife 
of the proletariat. 

The most influential pacifist force is the social 
democracy. In a period of peace it is not niggardly 
with cheap grades against war. But it remains on 
the ground of "national defense". This decides the 
question. Every war no matter in what manner it 
may begin, menaces each of the warfaring nations. 
The imperialists know in advance that the pacifism of 
the social democracy will at the first roar of cannon 
be transformed into a most servile war patriotism and 
become the most important reserve of militarism. 
That is why the most intransigeant struggle against 
pacifism, the unmasking of its treacherous character, 
is the very first step on the road toward a revolution- 
ary struggle against war. 

The League of Nations is the citadel of imperialist 
pacifism. It represents a transitory historical group- 
ing of capitalist states in which the stronger ones 
command and buy out the weaker, craw] on their bell- 
ies before America or attempt to resist her ; in which 
all are equally enemies of the Soviet Union and pre- 
pared at the same time to cover up any and every 
crime of the most powerful and the most rapacious 
among them. To consider the League of Nations 
directly or indirectly, today or in the future, as an in- 
strument of peace — this only the politically blind are 
capable of, only those who are altogether helpless or 
the avowed poisoners of the conscience of the people. 

Disarmament — a Lever for War 

The question of this pretended "disarmament" has 
nothing and can have nothing in common with the 
question of preventing war. The program of "dis- 
' armament" only signifies an attempt — up to the pre- 
■ sent only on paper — to diminish in peace-time the ex- 
pense of this or that sort of disarmament. It is above 
all a question of military technique and of the im- 
perialist coffers. The arsenals, the munition factories, 
the laboratories and finally, what is more important, 
capitalist industry as a whole— p reserve their force 
in all the "disarmament programs". But men do not 
fight because they have arms. On the contrary they 
forge to fight. In case of war all the peace limita- 
tions will fall aside like so much chaff. Already in 
1914-1918 the states did not fight any more with the 
armaments which they had provided for themselves in 
peace time, but with those which they manufactured 
during the war. It is not the existing arsenals but 
the capacity of production of the countries which is 
decisive. For the United States a limitation of arma- 
ments in Europe during peace time is very favorabl* 
because it allows it to manifest all the more decisively 
its industrial domination in time of war. The Ger- 
man bourgeoisie tends toward a reduction of armaments 
so as to equalize the handicap in case of a new bloody 
conflict. For Germany, general "disarmament" has 
the same meaning as naval parity with France has for 
Italy. Of what value all these plans will really be 
depends upon the combination of imperialist forces, 
the state of the budgets, the international financial set- 
tlements, etc. The question of disarmament is one of 
the levers on the arena of imperialism in which the 
new wars are being prepared. It is pure charlatanism 
to attempt to distinguish between defensive and of- 
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can program is also dictated therein by the particular 
interests of American militarism the most terrible of 
all. War is not a game yhich is conducted according 
to conventional rules. War demands and creates all 
the weapons which can annihilate the enemy with the 
greatest amount of success. Petty bourgeois pacifism 
which sees in the project for ten percent, thirty-three 
percent, or fifty percent disarmament the "first step" 
towards prevention of war, is more dangerous than 
all the explosives and all the asphyxiating gases, be- 
cause Melinite and Yperite can only do their work 
because the broad masses are poisoned in peace time 
by the pacifist fumes. 

Who Has the Weapons? 

Without the slightest confidence in the capitalist 
programs for disarmament or for the limitations of 
armaments, the revolutionary proletariat poses one 
single question: In whose hands are the weapons? All 
sorts of weapons in the hands of the imperialists are 
identically directed against the working classes, 
against the weak nations, against socialism, against 
humanity. On the other hand, weapons in the hands 
of the proletariat and of the oppressed nations are the 
only means of sweeping our planet clean of oppres- 
sion and of war. 

The struggle for the self-determination of nations, 
for all peoples, that is to say, for all parts of human- 
ity which are oppressed and which strive for independ- 
ence is one of the most important parts of the strug- 
gle against war. Whoever supports directly or in- 
directly the regime of colonization and of protector- 
ates, the domination of British capital in India, the 
domination of Japan in Korea or in Manchuria, of 
France in Indo-China or in Africa, whoever does not 
fight against colonial enslavement, whoever does not 
support the uprisings of the oppressed nations and 
their independence, whoever defends or idealizes 
Ghandism, that is to say, the policy of passive re- 
sistance in questions which cannot be solved except by 
force of arms — is, no matter what his intentions may 
be, a lackey and an apologist or agent of the imper- 
ialists, of the slave holders, of the militarists, and aids 
them in preparing new wars in the name of the old 
chains or the new. 

The principal force against war is the proletariat. 
It is only through its example and under its leader- 
ship that the peasants and the other plebeian layers of 
the nation can rise up against war. Within the pro- 
letariat two parties are struggling for influence: the 
Communist Tarty and the social democracy. The in- 
termediate groups (The S. A. P. in Germany, the P. 
U. P. in France, the I. L. P. in England, etc.) cannot 
expect to rise an indedpendent historical role. In 
the question of war, which is the other side of the 
question of the proletarian revolution, the irreconcil- 
able opposition between Communism and social pa- 
triotism will reach its extreme acuteness. 

C.I. Capitulates to Pacifists 

Whoever attempts to put all the programs, all the 
parties, all the flags into one bag in the name of 
pacifism, that is, of the superficial struggle against 
war, in words, renders the best service to imperial- 
ism. In the question of war, no less than in all the 
other questions, the Communist Party must seek to 
free the working masses from the disintegrating and 
demoralizing influence or reformism. 

Monde, the organ of Barbusse, Gorky and the other 
organizers of the Anti-War Congress, is pursuing a 
systematic agitation for the fusion of the Communist 
and the Second Internationals. For a struggle against 
war, Barbusse addresses himself in the same manner 
to Lenin as to Vandervelde. That is merely falsify- 
ing Lenin and rehabilitating Vandervelde. We reject 
the policy of Barbusse and his followers and we con- 
demn it as the most dangerous political poisoning. We 
consider as a serious mistake of the Communist Inter- 
national and of the Red Trade Union Internationa) 
their leaving the initiative for the call of the con- 
ference to the unprincipled and impotent pacifists. 

We consider the non-entrance of the U. S. S. R. into 
the League of Nations as altogether correct, prac- 
tically as well as in principle. We regret all the 
more, therefore, the fact that the Soviet Union has 
covered with its authority the Kellogg pact, which is 
a complete humbug and whose role it is to "justify" 
only such wars as correspond to the American inter- 
ests. 

We also consider as erroneous the tendency of So- 
viet diplomacy to embellish the policy of American 
imperialism and particularly its initiative in the ques- 
tion of disarmament. We recognize fully the import- 
ance for the U. S. S. R. of normal economic and dip- 
lomatic relations with the U. S. A. But this aim 
cannot be achieved by verbal capitulations before the 
maneuvers of American imperialism, the strongest 
and most rapacious of all. We are awaiting from 
Soviet diplomacy a clear and public expose on the 
question of the war danger and the struggle against it. 
It is necessary to alarm the peoples in a loud voice. 
The less Soviet diplomacy adapts itself to the maneu- 
vers of the imperialists in this burning question, the 
more courageously it raises its own voice, the more 
closely they. will allign themselves with the U. S. S. R. 
the' more surely they will defend it against the rising 
danger. 

Free the Bolshevik-LeninistsI 

At the same time we consider it our task to declare 
here openly: Now, in the face of the terrible danger 
that is drawing close, it is necessary to finally repair 
tho crimes of the Stalinist bureaucracy against the 
revolution and Communism ; it is necessary to free the 
thousands of Bolshevik-Leninists, the organizers of 



the October -revolution, the creators of the Red Army, 
the participants of the civil war, the inflexible rev- 
olutionary fighters from the prisons and exile. For 
the dictatorship of the proletariat and the world rev- 
olution, against imperialist war, they want to fight 
and they will fight with an energy incomparably great- 
er than that of the drawing room pacifists and the 
numerous Stalinist bureaucrats. 

The years of the furious campaigns of slander, of 
the most cruel persecution and violence against the 
Russian Bolshevik-Leninists have been and will remain 
also years of the uninterrupted and unimpeachable 
confirmation of the criticism exercised by them, of the 
perspectives outlined by them and of the policies 
proposed by them. Through the action of Stalin, 
with the blessings of "humanists" a la . Barbusse, 
Lenin's most trusted companion-in-arms of the Red 
October is confined to Fascist Turkey, laid open to the 
murderous plans of the White Guards. While the 
Stalinist bureaucracy maintains in the face of the 
fateful events and the gigantic tasks, an embarrassed 
silence — there is ringing forth from Prinkipo and 
Barnoul the voice of the genuine champions of rev- 
olutionary Marxism, the voice of L. D. Trotsky, the 
voice of Ch. G. Rakovsky. In this hour of approach- 
ing decisions, this alone must be demand: Return to 
the vanguard of the world proletariat its revolution- 
ary leadership. Bring back Trotsky to the Soviet- 
Union! Bring back Rakovsky from the Siberian 
exile! Put them and the thousands of Bolshevik- 
Leninists at their revolutionary battle posts! 

The policy of the united front in the struggle 
against war demands special attention and revolu- 
tionary perseverance. The Communist Party can and 
must propose openly, without these doubtful inter- 
mediaries, to all the working class organizations to 
coordinate their efforts in the struggle against war. 
For their part the Bolshevik-Leninists propose the 
following points on the basis of which struggle agree- 
ments are possible, at the same time maintaining a 
complete guarantee of the independence of the organi- 
zations and of their banners. 



We Propose: 



1. Renunciation of all hopes in the League of Na- 
tions as well as other pacifist illusions. 

2. Denunciation of the capitalist "disarmament" 
programs, which serve to dupe the peoples. 

3. Refusal of all votes for military budgets and 
drafts to the capitalist governments — not a man, not 
a cent. 

4. Exposure of the humbug of "national defense", 
because the capitalist nation defends itself by op- 
pressing and dividing the more feeble nations. 

5 : A campaign for economic collaboration with the 
U. S. S. R. on the basis of a broadly laid out program 
in the elaboration and realization of which mass or- 
ganizations of the working class are to be drawn into 
participation. 

6. Continual and systemaitc exposure of the im- 
perialist intrigues against the first and only work- 
ers' state. 

7. Agitation against war in the war factories, 
among the soldiers and sailors. Preparation of rev- 
olutionary points of support in the war industries, m 
the army and in th« navy. 

8. The training of the Red Army not only in the 
spirit of a courageous defense of the socialist father- 
land but also in the spirit of constant readiness to 
come to the aid of the proletarian revolution in the 
other countries and of the uprisings of the oppressed 
peoples. 

9. Systematic education of the laboring masses of 
the entire world in the spirit of the greatest devotion 
to the first proletarian state. Despite the indubitable 
mistakes in the policy of the present ruling faction, 
the U. S. S. R. remains the_ genuine fatherland of 
the international proletariat. Its defense is the un- 
flinching duty of every honest worker. 

10. Indefatigable explanation to the workers of the 
entire world that a socialist society can be established 
only on an international scale, and that the real sup- 
port of the IT. S. S. R. lies in the extension of the pro- 
letarian world revolution. 
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Massacre Striking Miners 
in Franklin County, Illinois 



The Coal Diggers Regather THeirJForces After the Slaughter 

SPRINGFIELD, III., August 25: 

Forty thousand miners and families. 



in six thousand cars and trucks, forming 
an army eighty miles long, were am- 
bushed and brutally attacked at. the 
Franklin County border. The trek-worn 
miners were about to arrive at their 
destination, when hired killers of the 
coal operators opened are about 8 P. M. 
Wednesday, August 24, 1932. From 
their ambush of brushes and weeds, the 
murderers permitted some five hundred 
cars to enter the county and without 
warning opened fire with machine guns, 
rifles, shot guns and pistols. 

As the niiners scattered, caught off 
guard, teror-stricken women and chil- 
dren wounded by their men sprawled on 
the hard roads and ditches amidst splat- 
tered glass off from automobiles. The 
killers, provided with torches, ignited 
gasoline, burning up cars, truck- loads of 
food and First Aid ambulances. The 
killers singled out lost miners, they 
pounced on them and never stopped 
beating them with pistol and rifle butts 
until the miners fell completely uncon- 
scious. 

About one hundred and fifty men, 
women and children were shot down. The 
number of slain is undetermined as yet. 
The miners came peacefully and unarmed. 
They marched right into the Jams of 
death, only being able to resist with bare 
bands. 

The caravan teading the Luge amy 
was t sopped all along the roffd. The 
strategy of the state forces was to thne 
the armies' arrival in Southern Illinois 
by night-fall so they could lead the© to. 
slaughter. 

At Plckneyvillo we were stopped for 
three hours, finally we were permitted to 
pass through. We were then seventeen 
utiles f rom Darnell where all prepara- 
tions were made for camp. Our board 
of strategy stopped at Du Quoin for a 
conference. This was Ave miles from 
our destination. Our army proceeded as 
per instructions to pitch camp at de- 
signated place. Arriving two miles from 
Darnell, our vanguard was forced by 
several hundred deputies, at the point of 
machine guns, to move on to Franklin 
County. Our vanguard hesitated, but a 
few sluggings and cocked triggers forced 
our vanguard to move Eastward and 
there lay the killers in weeds and brush- 
es only eight miles off. The state 
patrolmen and deputy sheriffs of Perry 
County brazenly forced our peaceful army 
into the slaughter. 

We gave definite instructions to camp 
at Darnell in Jackson County for the 
night, then to walk in a body across 
the border to Franklin County. Two of 
the vanguard members who got away 
with minor injuries reported they were 
forced to traverse Franklin County at 
the point of machine guns and were 
even escorted almost to the nest of the 
murderers. 

The army retreated to Coulterville and 
Pickneyvllle, twenty miles Northwest. 
To what extent the army has held Its 
forces is unknown as yet. There are 
three camps, twenty thousand miners 
are camped in one woods. 

We used airplanes (his morning. The 
Hunter Brothers of Sparta, endsjrance 
flyer 1 How thoir planes for our cause. 
Our planes were spied immediately by 
Scott Field Scoute but all the damage 
they did was to give dirty looks and 
circle us. We dropped thousands of 
leaflets on Franklin County miners early 
In the morning. The miners greeted our 
leaders with waving of hadderchieffc 
and caps. The leaflets called on the 
Franklin miners to meet their brothers 
at the County line. 

Several miners In this territory went 
down today. No reports from Franklin 
County today yet. Martial rule by de- 
puties. Miners' meetings barred by 
statement of Sheriff and Lewis headquar- 
ters 

Status of Strike 

Sub District No. 1 100% out 

(Pekln— La Salle) 

Sub District No. 2: 100% out 

(Peoria) 

Sub District No. 3 75% out 

(Danville) 

Sub District No. 4 100% out 



N.Y. PICNIC 

Sunday, September 11th 

at 

Tibbett* Brook Park, Plot 8 

Take I. R. T. Wood lawn- Jerome 

train to last stop. Street cars 

or bus to park. 

SPECIAL : 
OPEN AIR BANQUET 

(hi ease of rain we will hold 
banquet at 84 East 10th St.) 



(Springfleld) 

Sub Disrtk-t No 5 100% out 

(Taylor ville ) 

Sub District No. 6 100% out 

(Staunton) 

Sub District No. 7 100% out 

(Belleville) 

Sub District No. 8 50% out 

(Du Quoin) 
Sub District No. 9 (Franklin County) 
7 mines working out of 19 (losing 
ground ) , 
Sub District No. 10 No Strike 

(Herrin) 

Sub District No. 11 One mine out 
(Harrispurg) 

Si* thousand miners still working. 
Porty. lot r thousand out solidly. 

The Straggle continues. We will go 
directly to the coal operators and form 
our own contract when w,e have en- 



The Stalinist Bureacrats Bac1( Out 
On Murder Frame- Up Hearing 



To date, the Stalinist leadership of . 
the official party has not yet replied to' 
our challenge for an open hearing on the 
framed up murder charges they direct- 
ed against us in the Daily Worker last 
week. They have contented themselves 
with exploiting the tragic deaths of the 
workers Semen and Krasiuk in a mouth 
to mouth campaign of incitement agaidst 
tie Deft Opposition. 

Bureaucrats Retreat 
Jn their public press, the bureaucrats 
have been forced to retreat all along the 
line. The Daily Worker and the FreUielt, 
which on August 23 and 24 were filled 
with venomous lynch propaganda against 
the Communist League, have sinced hush- 
ed up the affair entirely. Not a single 
statement has issued forth from the 
responsible organs of the official party, 
not one editorial comment stating pu- 
blicly what the attitude of the central 
leadership itself Is on the subject. The 
cowardly Stalinist henchmen hare deem- 
ed it safer to hide behind surreptitious 
insinuations in the guise of "news arti- 
cles". 



trenched ourselves as broadly as possl-1 

ble. Win, lose or draw— Lewis and 1 Fa<:ed with the wide-spread disapproval 

Walker are through from so far out as. of tho Communist rank and file, the Cen- 



Northern and Central Illinois are con- 
cerned. 

Will let you know definite steps day 
by day. 

— GCRMINAL. 

(Continued on page 3) 



trist apparatus of the party is swallow- 
ing its words, covering up the traces of 
its disgraceful pogroTn tactics against 
the Bolshevik- Leninists, in leaflets pu- 
blished since the provocative articles in 
the Daily, the Stalinists no longer refer 
to the "Trotskytsts" as those responsible reactions to the Frame-Up) 



for the deaths of the two workers, but 
more vaguely and— -more safely, to "dis- 
ruptive elements expelled from tbe Com- 
munist party". Replying to a press re- 
lease issud by Gitlow for the Lovestone 
group on the affair in question, the 
Freiheit restricts its editorial remarks 
exclusively to an attack against the 
Right wingers and does not even once 
make refereuce to the Left Opposition! 
The pressure of tho outraged party ranks 
has made Itself felt. The dastardly scheme 
of the bureaucrats has suffered ship- 
wreck. 

Must Be Brought to Account 

Hut the spokesmen of Stalinism must 
not be allowed to retreat in silence. They 
have got to be made to face the working 
class openly for an accounting. Their 
wretched policy of disrupting working 
class meetings of employing violence 
in the dispute with the Lejitnlst Opposi- 
tion has already by their own admissions 
(see the Daily Worker of Saturday, Aug- 
ust 27) led to a general attack by ttte 
city authorities upon all Communist 
meetings. The rude tactics of Stalinism 
play into the hands of the enemy. 

Communist workers, demand that the 
leadership of the official party bring its 
shameful accusations against the Left 
Opposition before a public hearing! De- 
mand that they face a working claes 
tribunal. 

(See Page Four for party members' 



The Political Programs of the Petty Bourgeosie 

by LEON TROTSKY 



Any serrous analysis of the political situation must 
take as its point of departure the relationship between 
the three classes: the bourgeoisie, the petty bourgeoisie 
(including the peasantry) and the proletariat. 

The economically powerful big bourgeoisie, in itself, 
represents an infinitessimal minority of the nation. To 
enforce its domination, it must ensure a definite mutual 
relationship with the petty bourgeoisie and through#its 
mediation, with the proletariat. 

To understand the dialectic of the relationship be- 
tween the three classes, we must differentiate three his- 
torical stages: at the dawn of capitalist development, 
when the bourgeoisie required revolutionary methods 
to resolve its tasks' in the period of bloom and matura- 
tion of the capitalist regime, when the bourgeoisie en- 
dowed its domination with orderly, pacific, conserva- 
tive, democratic forms; finally, at th» decline of capi- 
talism, when the bourgeoisie is forced to resort ; to 
methods of civil war against the proletariat to protect 
its right of exploitation. 
ThE Politic*i, Programs of the Petty Boubgeoisib 

The political programs characteristic of these three 
stages: Jacobinism^ reformist democracy (social dem- 
ocracy included) and Fascism are basically programs 
of petty bourgeois currents. This fact alone, more 
than anything else, shows of what tremendous — ra- 
ther, of what decisive, importance the self -de termina- 
tion of the petty bourgeois masses of the people is for 
the whole fate of bourgeois society. 

Nevertheless, the relationship between the bourge- 
oisie and its basic social support, the petty bourge- 



oisie, does not at all rest upon reciprocal confidence 
and pacific collaboration. In its mass, the petty bour- 
geoisie is an exploited and disfranchised class. It re- 
gards the bourgeoisie with envy and often with hatred. 
The bourgeoisie, on the other hand, while utilizing the 
support of the petty bourgeoisie, distrusts the latter, 
for it very correctly fears its tendency to break down 
the barriers set up for it from above. 

While they were laying out and clearing the road 
for bourgeois development, the Jacobins engaged, at 
every step, in sharp clashes with the bourgeoisie. They 
served it in intransigeant struggle against it. After 
they had culminated their limited historical r61e, the 
Jacobins fell, for the domination of capital was pre- 
destined. 

For a whole series of stages, the bourgeoisie en- 
trenched its power tinder the form of parliamentary 
democracy. Even then, not peacefully and not volun- 
tarily. The bourgeoisie was mortally afraid of uni- 
versal suffrage. But in the last instance, it succeeded, 
with the aid of a combination of violent measures and 
concessions, of privations and reforms, to subordinate 
within the framework of formal democracy, not only 
the petty bourgeoisie, but in considerable measure also 
the proletariat, by means of the new petty bourgeoisie 
— th labor aristocracy. In August 1914 the imperial- 
ist bourgeoisie was able, with the moans of parliament- 
ary democracy, to lead millions of workers and pea- 
sants into the war. 

(Continued on page 4) 



Fascists Waiting, 
Ready to Strike 

Clara Zetkin Calls For International Solidarity Against Fascism 



The bourgeois and the socialist press, 
in commenting upon the breaking-up of 
the negotiations between the Hindenburg- 
Papen regime and Hitler, has generally 
spoken of a set-back for the latter. Noth- 
ing is further from the truth. What is 
actually evident from the turn events 
have taken in German politics of recent 
days, is the fact that a part of the big 
bourgeoisie, which generally fears the 
expenses and disturbances and Instabil- 
ity of a Fascist regime, Is content for 1 
the time being to play another card. It 
is their aim to see if it is not possible 
to exploit the deadlock between Fasc- 
ism and the working class on the arena 
of popular sentiment for the purpose of 
entrenching a less expensive and more 
efficient dictatorship — the Junker govern- 
ment of Schleicher-Papen. 

That the Nazis have not been defeated 
is evident from the extreme caution and 
cowardice with which the Reich's gov- 
ernment is treating the Fascist assas- 
sins of the Communist worker Pletczuck, 
a case which bas rocked the whole nation 
with its repercussions. In spite of its 
emergency decree covering "political ex- 
cesses" with special "Schnellgerichte" — 
courts of extraordinary, speedy action — 
the murderers of the Communist worker 
still remain without a trial, government 
action is being delayed notwithstanding 
the popular indignation aroused by the 
incident. 

Attitude of Hitterism 

Nor are the Hitlerites themselves un- 
conscious of their position. Immediately 
after the rupture in the negotiations, the 
Fascist Gfoebbels wrote in the Berlin or- 
gan of National- Socialism, Der Angriff: 

"A dictatorship against the whole 
country is impossible in the long run, no 
matter how many bayonets one has at 
his disposal. We have no intention of 
blurting out our plans. At any rate, we 
National Socialists would be least of all 
inclined to fched tears over the shipwreck 
of the negotiations. What has been 
denied us last Saturday, will perhaps in 
the very near, future be laid before us 
pleadingly. Then it will be up to us to 
pose conditions.' 

The Fascists are quite conscious that 
they are the indispensable arm of big 
capital, that they control its only base 
of operations in the broad masses of the 
people fer the purpose of the capitalist 
solution of the sharp economic and pol- 
Itllcul crisis. They know that sooner or 
later, the big financiers wlli have to re- 
sort to thMt pirtty bourgeois battaltens. 
to stem The tide of working class resist- 
ance against their attempts to "solve" 
the crisis by the drastic reduction of 
the standards of living of the workers, 
by the strangulation of the proletarian 
vanguard. They know and they are 
aware that their masters know, that the 
regular army of 100,000 alone will not 
suffice for this purpose. The policy of 
the Fascist is — the policy of watchful 
waiting. The danger of the Fascist coup 
d'Etat has not been decreased by one 
iota. 



Calls for International Solidarity 

At the opening of the Reichstag, Clara 
Zetkin, speaking in the name of Com- 
munism, called for the formation of the 
extra- parliamentary united front of the 
working class "without distinctions of 
party, etc.", and for demonstrations of 
solidarity with the German proletariat 
on the part of the international work- 
ing class. Yes, the formation of the ex- 
tra-parliamentary united front Is the 
only method of saving the German work- 
ers and workers' Russia from a fearful 
catastrophe. But It is not enough to talk 
about it, to veer around helplessly by 
successive turns at "united fronts from 
below" and "with tbe lower tops" as the 
Stalinist leadership of the C. P. G. has 
been doing. 

International solidarity with the Ger- 
man workers in their bitter straggle — 
that is the utmost tusk of the hour. But 
for the present the foremost duty of 
this International solidarity is: to bring 
pressure upon the German party to adopt 
the Leninist united front, to establish 
the proletarian front by putting the leth- 
argic and treacherous social democracy 
to the test. Workers, Communists, ans- 
wer the call for international solidarity 
with the German proletariat by demand- 
ing within the party and the working 
class organizations the adoption of the 
Leninist line of the Left Opposition. 



Youth Hold Anti- 
War Meeting 

September marks the eighteenth an- 
niversary of the celebratthn or the first 
International Youth Day as the day of 
stmggte against capitalist war and 
militarism. When the Berne conference 
of the International Union of Socialist 
Youth organizations held in 11)15, Sent 
out the call to demonstrate on this day 
Uhder the slogan of "war against war", 
it set aside, an international holiday of 
the working youth that has grown larger 
and stronger every year. 

The year 1932 is no exception. The 
danger of war exists In reality. The 
world Is an armed camp, while the bur- 
den of this huge militarization falls 
upon the shoulders of the working class, 
especially upon the broad mass of young 
workers. The demonstration this year 
must be larger than ever before. 

As part of the general participation 
in International Youth Day, the Young 
Spartucus Club of New York is holding an 
open meeting. This meeting will discuss 
the various phases of the history of the 
International Youth Day and the strug- 
gles of the youth of the entire world. 
Comrndes Joe Carter and Albert Glotzer" 
will bo the speakers, and Manny Gar- 
rett, the chairman. The meeting will be 
held at the Stuyvesant Casino, 2nd Ave., 
and gth Street, on Sunday, September 
4th, at 8 P. M. Admission is free. 



«Farmers Holiday* in Iowa 

A New and Militant Type of Middle Class Revolt 



The strike of tho farmers in Sioux 
City has spread [o other parts of taju 
state, of Iowa and Indiana, and into 
nearby states. Truck gardeners ana 
dairy farmers have joined the movemen* 
and threaten the law and ord»r of the 
authorities. Minneapolis reports show 
the strike has reached the Northwest. 
ThiB new strike action »f this section 
of the pety bourgeois indicates the deep 
changes the agriculture of the United 
States ia undergoing. 

The reduction of whojesale food prices, 
tbe bosses' hold on the farms and the 
reduction of the purchasing power of 
the workers has upset the standards of 
the rich farm regions which were able 
to survive this oonetant agrarian crisis 
up to the present. Jn Sioux City and 
Council Bluffs, Iowa & higher plane of 
the struggle hoe been reached. Mass 
picketing, flghta, and clashes wgith scans 
and authorities are Penorted dally. In 
Council Bluffs the Striking farmers 
marched upon the jail and forced the 
«« thorite* to release 60 striking farmers. 
Alt reports indicate the strike is spread- 
ing. 

Press reports from western papers 
show that in spite of minor ebbs and 
flows, the farmers revolt against condt 
tions is growing. The farmers can no 
longer argue against the striking work- 
ers beeause now the striking farmers 
have joined them as allies in the strug- 
gle against the financiers and their 
henchman. 

August 22, the striking farmers stop 
ped two trains enroute to Sioux City 
with livestock and milk. 400 farmers 



ol the Missouri valley agree to begin 
a blockade of highways leadidg to Omaha. 
On August 28, the press reports . re- r 
enforced picket lines on all reads leading^ 
to Council Bluffs from the Iowa side. 
At Sioux City the 8S arrested strikers 
were released on habeas corpus proceed- 
ings, Iowa national gttards are In readi- 
ness to be sent id any part of the state. 
The Nebraska farmers started picket- 
ing roads In and around Omaha. In Iowa, 
the state power of tho eapltallsta has 
been used against the striking farmers, 
arresting strikers, routing them with 
teas gas and general intimidation that 
striking workers are well trained In. 
The fanners of Iowa, Nebwaaka, North 
and South Dakota and Minnesota are 
following up the strike movement in one 
form or the other. In other farm region* 
preliminary steps in this direction are 
being taken. The middle class Btate farm 
organisations are endeavoring to give 
leadership to the movement* and link 
them up in a general struggle against 
the monopolists. Reports from Lewlston, 
Idaho inform us that 400 farmers in this 
rich wheat distr-iet are bound by agree- 
ment to sell none of their wheat for 60 
days unless a profit can be made. They 
control 5 million bushels of wheat. 
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Significance of Farm Strike 

What significance has the farmers 
strike? What is the relation the farm- 
ers strike has to the workers struggles? 
A survey of thfs struggle is essential to 
prevent the vanguard from being shifted 
into opportunist channels by Stalinism 

(Continued on page 2) 



Last week we Informed you of the 
financial emergency. We told you how 
the Stalinists concocted the frame-up 
against us in an attempt to rebuild the 
erumbllng walls hotwenn our comrades 
and tbe Communist workers In the party. 
Now the capitalist and socialist press 
have picked up the Stalinist frame-up 
against us and are using it against tbe 
whole Communist movement and particu- 
larly against the Left Opposition. 

■The emergency for the Militant is not 
over. The financial condition calls (or 
renewed effort on the part of the Mili- 
tant supporters. 

In spite of the increase in membehs 
and. sympathizers, the mass unemployed 
and the low wages reduce considerably 
the financial returns from our expanding 
activity. 

The Militant is the main organ in Am- 
erica that upholds tho banner of the 
Bolshevik- Leninists In theery and action. 
TJie suspension of The Militant, its delay, 
like last week, when tho press broke 
down, or the retreat to a semi-monthly 
would be a blow to the whole Interna- 
tional Communist movement. Unless we 
are able to meet the present difficult sit- 
uation our press and movement will suf- 
fer. Collect funds for the Militant from 




Strike in Lancashire 

Big Wave of Struggle of British Workers Rising 

The cotton and textile mills In Lancas- The British capitalists are desperately 



hire district, have come to a virtual 
standstill. More than 135,000 working- 
men and women engaged in the British 
Textile Industry have downed tools in 
response to a strike call and practically 
paralyzed one of the mainstays of the eco- 
nomic life of Great Britain. The capi- 
talist press states that the scope of the 
strike will exte.nd ao far as to effect 
the existence of more thad 10,000,000 
people whose life depends upon the pur- 
chasing power of the textile operatives. 
British capitalism, astounded at the force 
of this general strike is moving all Its 
power and Influence to corral "public op- 
inion", to discredit the strike and Is pre- 
pared to move in with more decisive 
measures if necessary. 

The purpose of the strike is ostensibly 
the reinstatement of 3,000 union mem- 
bers who struck while the misleaders of 
the British textile workers were conduct- 
ing negotiations with the manufacturers 
who had abrogated the general agreement, 
concerning wages, hours and conditions. 
The parleys came to a standstill but noth- 
ing was done about the re-employment of 
these three thousand workers who placed 
no tru^t In their Perfidious leaders. We 
learn, however, although it is but vaguely 
stated, that there is also the question of 
a 10% wage cut. The slick British labor 
fakers would never permit au official 
strike in sympathy with members that 
have flaunted their treacherous decisions. 



your fellow workers I Readers of The 
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trying to rationalize their Industry— at. 
the expense of the workers— and they 
have brought all their trusties Into ac- 
tion, the "labor government", the labor 
skates of the Hicks, Citrine stripe, in 
order to prime themselves for an attack 
on the world market. 

We can rest assured that If the fate 
of the strike is to depend upon the trade 
uhlon "leaders" the sell-out fa a foregone 
conclusion. The labor fakers who work 
In collusion with the bosses and their 
government lackeys will drive the work- 
ers back into as great a slough of misery 
as the bosses desire. Already they are 
rushing to "His Majesty" begging him 
to assort hla "royal Impartiality" and to 
"arbitrate" the strike. To the only ones 
that can really arbitrate the strike— the 
workers, who by their unflinching solid- 
arity can force the bosses to yield — the 
British Labor fakers have no thought of 
appealing. That means ciass Jtrug- 
gle. Tbe fakers still having nightmares 
of tho great general strike of 1926, are 
exceedingly aware of the militancy of the 
working class. What will the footstool 
of the British bourgeoisie, tbe king who 
Is fed from crumbs off their table, arbi- 
trate? In whose interest? The answer 
is self-evident— he who pays the piper 
picks the tune. 

Only by dumping these fakers will the 
strike make any progress whatsoever. 
The British textile strike is one of the 
big battles that Is shaking the capital- 
ist world today. The opportunities for 
| Communism are mounting by leaps and 
More power to the Lancashire 
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JOE COLBERT -LABORS MARTYR 



It was back in 1927, during the great 
national strike, when the coal miners of 
the United States were making a gallant 
ii-ht for the preservation of their union, 
mat ; lirst wet Joe Colbert. That was 
an early September morning when 1500 
strikers hud gathered at Old Ben num- 
ber 15 "ear Uest Frankfort, aad persu- 
aded the miners of tiiat mine not to 
return to work under the separate agree- 
ment policy that would desert the heroic 
minors of Pennsylvania and Ohio aad 
inevitably wreck our union. Joe was 
there for the first time actively partici- 
pating in the affairs of his anion. From 
then on he became a constant fighter for 
a more militant union until the morning 
he was assassinated by a guard from 
the mine where he was employed. 

Colbert had been a trip rider in the 
mines and his missing right hand wa3 
the credential to prove that be had gone 
through tiie mill. The injury left a stub 
above the wrBl but still his youth and 
robust health per mi ted hiin to work on 
the conveyors ot the Chicago, Wilmiag- 
ton Franklin Coai Company. 

In 14*26 we elected Joe the president 
of our local union, for ids courage and 
his constant struggle against the oper- 
ators' abuse of conditions, endeavored hiin 
in the heart of his fellow men. Later 
he served in the capacity of Financial 
Secretary, then served three years as 
recording secretary and I'll Committee- 
man of our local in which capacity be 
served until his death. He was also 
Auditor of sub-District number 9. Uni- 
ted Mine Workers of America. 

1 had occasion to serve with Colbert 
on several committees. Acting on our 
local union s resolution committee for 
the International Convention held last 
January Colbert stood by a militant 
program and led the light for the re- 
cognition of the Soviet Union and against 
the Criminal Syndicalism law. Some of 
the most constructive resolutions, num- 
bering 3(i in all, were presented to the 
International convention by our delega- 
tion. Colbert collaborated with me in 
the presentation of these resolutions. 
During the district scale committee nego- 
tiations we were delegates and side by 
side we' fought Igor an energetic program 
of struggle against the fakers within 
our union and the coal operators. 

During my expulsion from the United 
Mine Workers of America tor my activ- 
ities in the National Miners Union Col- 
bert almost single handed struck Orient 
number 1 in solidarity with Mine 2, 
over an equal division of work. The 
strike took place during the rank and 
tile movement in which Colbert played 
a constructive part. Colbert and Ans- 
bury held the strike intact for weeks. 
And not until the operators had brought 
into play the Federal government, which 
arrested every active foreign-born miner 
were they able to break the strike for 
which seven Communists are now facing 
long prison sentences on the charges 
of violating the Crimial Syndicalist laws. 

Colbert had become known throughout 
the mining regions. His courage, tenac- 
ity and leadership had developed thou- 
sands of friends throughout the coal 
fields of the state. At the same time he 
had aroused the enmity of the coal op- 
erators and their agents — the fakers 
within the Unite Mine Workers of Am- 
erica. 

A Fateful Conversation 

Returning home from the Benld con- 
ference of a week ago, where Colbert and 
I had again acted as delegates from our 
local union, we stopped at a filling station 
on the out.-klrts of West Frankfort. There 
we observed James Sutton Company 
guards with shot-gun in hand. The fol- 
lowing interesting conversation took pTace 
between Joe and the mine guard. 

'Where are you going with that?" 
Joe queried. 



Goto 1 to look for rabbits", was the 
cynical reply. 

"I assume that there will be plenty 
around here pretty soon". Joe asserted. 

"What are you fellows going to do?" 
the killer asked. 

-We are going to strike every mine 
in Illinois until they give us an honest 
count." Joe countered. 

"Well, you fellows better not come 
out there," was the threatening re- 
joinder of the gunman. 

"We will be out there in spite of all 
your army, there is nobody going to tell 
the Illinois miners to work under con- 
ditions that they never had an opportun- 
ity to decide upon", were Joe*s last re- 
marks as we went on. 

The following mor.ning deputy sheriffs 
arrested me and threw me into the 
county jail along with a student body 
that 1 was accompanying. That night 1 
was released and the following conversa- 
tion took place between myself and the 
states attorney: 

'■You had beter not stay at home to- 
night", stated the S. A. i 

"Who Is to tell me where I am to 
go and where to stay? 

"Well, I am merely telling you what 
I know, they are goiug to kill you and 
some other leaders of this movement if 
you do not watch yourself", said the 
S. A. 

"This industrial war could not be any 
worse than a military war ; if war was 
declared 1 would not be consulted as to 
whether I, would go or not, therefore 
1 refuse to be told what I shall do in 
a fight that determines the very life of 
thousands of my men", I answered. 

"At any rate, I am telling you what 
1 know," was the answer. 

"Very well, since you, as the leading 
authority in this county iel! me that my 
ilfe is in danger I demand a permit to 
carry a gun for my protection," he replied. 

"Can't do that, I am disarming peo- 
l>le," was tire last response of the state's 
attorney. 

Threats Fulfilled 

The next morning I learn that the 
threats were not bluffs. Joe was mur- 
dered with a full shot-gun lead right 
through his heart. Joe had gotten up 
early and was busily engaged picking 
mushrooms in tch pits tare near his home. 
He was accompanied by his father who 
had gone out to stake a cow. At 15 
minutes of six, an open touring car ap^ 
pea red, the driver got out and called for 
Joe. Joe turned and started toward 
them. He no doubt recognized the three 
meii in the car. When he arrived ten 
feet from the car, the gunman opened fire 
shattering his manly chest piercing his 
heart. Joe died almost instantly with a 
faint smile. . . 

Joe's wife, Frankie ran out on her 
porch and the killers laughed openly in 
her face as her husband lay crumbled 
to earth 

The murder of Colbert by the gun- 
man of the coal operators is part of the 
program of the Lewis-Waiker-Edmundson 
combine in the attempt to force 
a wage cut down the throat of the Ill- 
inois coal miners. They feared Colbert 
because of his bravery and influence. It 
was necessary in their desperation to 
stop the rank and file movement from 
taking hold of the nnion for the move- 
ment threatens to engulf them forever 
for flie miners— therefore desperate men 
use desperat tactics. 

The death of Joe Colbert will be 
avenged. We. the militant miners of Ill- 
inois, pledged in mass funeral of 15,000 
strong that we will carry the fight to the 
bitter end. Joe Colbert is dead but the 
things that he fought for will be real- 
ized as long as there Is a breath of life 
left in the militant working class move- 
ment. 

— GRRRY ALLARD. 



The » Farmers Holiday* 

(Continued from page 1) 

today as was the case in the past when 
Pepper, as a representative of the Right- 
Center bloc, lost the Communist move- 
ment into opportunism with his two- 
class party idea. 

The crisis is throwing upon toe sur- 
face new layers of rebels. These new 
layers crystaliie around issues of Imme- 
diate demands at hand. The Bonus 
March was a typical example of this. 
The Bonus Army with the exception of 
the minority Left wing, was a force 
made up of patriotic Americans, "Loyal 
Americans", who wanted relief from 
mass hunger and starvation. The Gov- 
ernment answer' to their cry for bread 
with bullets shifted the "army" and many 
of its sympathizers to the Left, and away 
from their patriotism. 

The farmers' strike follows this new 
trail, but throws to the surface an en- 
tirely different layer o£ "enemies" of 
capitalism. The reorganization of agri- 
culture — to coordinate it with industry— 
by the American imperialists pushed 
the farmers forward into struggle. Their 



The Left Opposition at Work 



Recent advances have been registered 
by the League in several directions. This 
is first of all due to our campaign for a 
Bolshevik policy in the present fateful 
situation of the German proletariat and 
our tight against the pacifist anti-war 
masquerade. Support in the party and 
Communist sympathetic ranks has came 
forward. Comrade Pappas issued his 
open letter, which has already been 
printed in these columns, and aroused 
considerable discussion. His arbitrary 
expulsion has resulted in protest by sev- 
eral New York party units. Our mem- 
bers have distributed a total of 30,000 
leaflets on the German situation. 

How Regime Reacts 

The attitude of the party regime, cul- 
minating in the dastardly frame-up 
against us, intended to squelch this wave 
of support, has already proven to have 
the contrary effect. Quite a few new 
sympathizers (o the Left Opposition have 
come forward. We do not mention names 
tin this connection for very good reasons 
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movement, restricts it to a struggle at- 
tempting to hold in check the concentra- 
tion and centralization of wealth. They 
want to turn the wheels of industry 
backward. 

Workers* Strike and Farmers' Strike 

When the workers strike it is a blow 
against capitalism, at the basic contra- 
dictions of the system, a blow at the 
relation of the exploiting machine owner 
and the exploited producing wage slaves. 
But thie farmers' strike turns on a dif- 
ferent axis. The farmers strike does not 
unearth the same relationship to the 
basic contradictions of capitalism. The 
farmers' strike reveals the relationship 
of a section of the petty-bourgeoisie, the 
farmers, fighting another section of the 
capitalists who have monopolized the 
avenues between production and distri- 
bution. The workers solution is for- 
ward to the social revolution. The "soiu- 
tlqn" of the farmers is an attempt to 
cheek the march of Industry, to turn the 
wheels backward. This does not mean 
that we reject the farmers' struggles as 
reactionary. It means that It is doomed 
at the start to certain limitations and 
must be supported in this light, as an 
auxiliary struggle in the class struggle 



influential positions in the party and its 
Auxiliary organizations. 

Some of this sympathy is expressed in 
letters sent to the office directly or to 
individual members. We quote a part of 
one such typical letter sent to a New 
York comrade: "The minute I read that 
story of the street meeting in the Dally 
Worker, I, of course, knew that It really 
was not so. I spoke that same day to 
two other party members who work in 
my shop and they also agreed that it 
could not be so. We do not know you so 
well but anyway we would not believe 
this, it has just so much surer to tre that 
we must study this question of the Trot- 
sky program. This we will do and we 
wish you success for your ideas." 

During the recent few weeks we have 
received ample proof that the Left Op- 
position views on the present vital work- 
ing class issues have penetrated deeper 
into the party ■ and its sympathizers' 
ranks considerable sections having re- 
gistered a response, wanting to know, 
wanting to discuss. Secondly due to this 
the party leadership has become impel- 
led to engage in somewhat of a discussion 



against the capitalists. Not a struggle a3f f or sample, in its recent New Year 
on an equal basis with the workers'. raeef j, ig on Germany and the discussion 
struggle, as indicated by the slogan of 011 ".Trotskyism" now to be taken up in 
"Workers and Farmers Government", but' tn8 Y . C. L. Thirdly, that the bureau- 
as a struggle of allies in the fight of cra tic regime has become alarmed and 



the workers to overthrow capitalism. 

The Middle Class in the Crisis 

Large sections of the middle class have, 
already been ruined by the crisis and the 
attempted reorganization of American' 
industry by the financiers. The farmer, j 
as a section of this class, has been in a 
permanent crisis. The financiers have 



become frantic is well illustrated in its 
attempts at physical retaliation, and base 
frame-up method. 

PROSPECTS FOR DCLL'TH 

The results of the successful mass 
' meetings and anti-war demonstration in 



already won a section of the "new" mid- l 



i Duluth ore excellent for further organi- 



zation work for the Communist League. 



die class as flunkies. Not so with the, , ,. . ... 
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is not correct to contend that the im. 
perialists have won the middle class as 
a whole to their side, nor is it correct 
to say the middle class will not survive 
this crisis. The problem is many-sided 
and not so simple. The whole middle 
class is divided and moving in many 
directions and no solution of their pro- 
blems can be expected under capitalism T „ . . . 
. ,, , , „ .. , j .< rade Bloomberg to come up here and 
and particularly from the leaders of. . ... ,„ _f . .. , , 
,. „..., , , ,„ „ ,t. deny this Bloomberg immediately ac- 
the middle class. As allies of the pro- 1 

letariat, they are of va]ue to the further 
development of society. 

This new farmers struggle is on an en- 



in which we publicly advertised that we 
would participate. For this reason, all 
the speakers turned their guns on the 
Left Opposition, the meeting turned 
into an anti-Trotsky revival. We refused 
to be provoked, expect when one embold- 
ened bureaucrat said, "I challenge com- 



and of the Communist party on the basis 
of Marxism-Leninism. 

The party was decisively defeated in 
their attempt at disruption, but we were 
not able on this night to complete our 
speaking program. We therefore an- 
nounced our third and concluding mass 
meeting for the following night, where 
about 800 workers assembled and listened 
attentively to our message. Comrade 
Avrin spoke on the Washington massacre. 
Comrade Bloomberg related the history 
and problems of the Left Opposition. 
Comrade Cowl gave the united front pol- 
icy of the League in the organization of 
the Unemployed. The Party members 
this time listened without making a 
ppep. only once Gardner shouted: "Look 
what a jackass Bloomberg is making of 
himself". The speaker snapped right 
biu-k : "After your performance last night, 
there is no doubt in anybody's mind who 
is the jackass!" The crowd laughed 
their appreciation. A number of new 
party members and sympathizers asked 
serious questions alter the program and 
discussed before the crowd until after 
eleven which is a late hour in this town. 

The methods we used in handling the 
Party members were completely vindic- 
ated by the results we obtained. What 
remains to be done however is some in- 
tensive organization work in Duluth 
with the view of organizing a branch, 
a youth group and possibly an auxiliary. 
The Minneapolis comrades who have been 
organizing the work in Duluth will en- 
deavor to follow up in an effort to estab- 
lish a firm foundation for the Left Op- 
position in Duluth. 

—CARL COWL. 



MINNEAPOLIS.— 

Some time ago the Minneapolis "Farm- 
er-Labor" Mayor appointed an unemploy- 
ment relief committee composed of city 
politicians, businessmen and a sprinkling 
of "workers' representatives. "Among the 
latter were our comrade C. B- Hedlund, 
of course given this "honor" without the 
least effort to obtain his consent or even 
to inform him before the appointment 
became public. The fact that the Farm- 
er-Labor mayor should hit upon the idea 
of including Iledlund among his appoint- 
ed committee is in itself an enormous 
tribute to our comrade. In inverted 



form It i-s a recognition of the fact that 
his loyal and devoted efforts at the head 
of numerous rank and file revolts against 
corrupt union officials, against opportun- 
ist Farmer-Labor Party politicians as 
well as in strike movements, has earned 
for him the deep respect and confidence 
of the Minneapolis workers. 

The question of comrade Hedhmd's 
acting on such a committee, however, was 
an entirely different matter and he did 
not delay in completely dissociating him- 
self from it in conformity with our 
League policy. The Farmer-Labor Party 
administration in the first place attained 
tn its position largely due its promises 
for unemployment relief. After being 
elected it did exactly the same as its 
capitalist predecessors, a few miserable 
charity crumbs, even sponsoring a new 
innovation in the form of forced labor 
of the unemployed. The sprinkling of 
workers' representatives on the commit- 
tee was designated only to give the work- 
ing class stamp of approval to their dis- 
gusting .-cheuK'R. Comrade Iledlund in 
his statement of dissociation from the 
commitee made this clear, declared his 
complete lack of confidence in such a 
committee of city politicians and busi- 
nessmen and demanded serious action for 
unemployment relief. 

Comrade Hedlund stated that there 
must he immediate governmental relief— 
a system of unemployment insurance — 
the six hour workday without reduction 
of pay for those employed. Comrade 
Hedlund also pointed to the necessity of 
large scale credits to be extended to 
the Soviet Union, together with demands 
corresponding to the local situation in 
the city. 

This our comrade declared that he 
would continue to fight for as a 
member of the Left Opposition but he 
added the one question which is assum- 
ing growing importance with every day 
passing by. He reitirated the imperative 
need of a united working class front in 
the struggle for mi employment relief, in- 
eluding with the revolutionary forces 
also the trade unions and workers' poli- 
tical organizations. This is the way to 
put the Farmer-Labor Party politicians 
to the lest before the eyes of those work- 
ers who may still retain confidence in 
them. 



Unemployed Activity in Retrospect 



tirely different plane when compared to 
the struggles of the former centuries. 



cepfed the challenge and moved to the 
J platform. "No, no", shouted the speaker 
in regret, "'we don't want to hear what 
you got to say!" "Why did you invite 
me?" asked Bloomberg simply and the 
crowd roared. 



The struggle against capitalism in 
America is the struggle of the workers, 
industrial and agrarian, black and white, 
etc. The farmers must be used as al- 
lies. The Communist workers must 
guard agafnst the Stalinist attempt to 
elevate the farmers' strike above its 
proper level In the class struggle. The 
Stalinists attempt to elevate the farm- 
ers' strike to the same level of the work- 
ers' struggle against capitalism must be 
rejected, if we are to approach the pro- 
blems of the farmers with a correct 
Marxian policy. 

— H. O. 
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REVOLUTIONARY 
LESSONS 

By N. Lettiu 

Containing Lenin's famous APIUIi 
THBSIS with which, in comrade Trot- 
sky's phrase, the Bolshevik party was 
rearmed ; the Thesis submitted by Lenin 
to the First Congress of the Comintern 
at Moscow, March 2-26, 1919, under the 
title, BOURGEOIS DEMOCRACY AND 
THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PRO- 
LETARIAT; A LESSON ON TACTICS; 
and other short pieces. Paper cover — 
82 pages ; Limited number on hand. 

Price 25 Cents (no discount) 
Order at once from 

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 

84 East 10th Street, 

New York, N. T. 
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EXCHANGE OFFER 

This is a notice to all and sundry 
that we are willing to open negotiations 
with the lucky holders of those works of 
comrade Trotsky that are out of print, 
or rare, etc., on the basis of an exchange 
of our current stocks for these rare 
works. We are particularly anxious to 
get copies of Democracy versus Dictator, 
ship; Lessons of October; Our Revolu- 
tionary Lessons; Comrades who have 
spare copies — name your price and let 
us bargain. Or if you know where we 
can get these works please let us knowj 
at once. ' 



We issued a challenge to the Party, 
the following day to a debate on the 
question of their base slander that Trot- 
sky is an enemy of the working class. 
1200 workers came down to the square. 
This was one of the biggest mass meet- 
ings held on the streets of Duluth in 
recent times. This turnout decisively 
proves that the workers and especially 
the Left wing do want to know the truth 
about the struggle of Trotsky and the 
Left Opposition. What they want to 
know especially is how this relates with 
the day (o day struggle of the working 
class. And this we were prepared to 
tell them. 

The party bureaucrats had organized a 
squad of hecklers and eveu hoped fo be 
able to capture the platform. But we 
hit every attempt squarely on the nose 
by exposing their tactics before ihe work- 
ers present. The workers understood 
the reactionary role the Party plays in 
organizing to break up meetings, and 
create disturbances and in mass threat- 
ened the individual party hoodlums to 
be quiet or go home. When a vote was 
put whether to go on with the meeting or 
not, a forest of hands voted yes, and a 
solitary hand voted no. The hoodlums 
feared to vote lest it would be construed 
as "participation" in our meeting. From 
that time on the din lessened. "What is 
your program?" shouted a YCLer. "That 
is exactly what we are here to explain, 
we answered, and proceeded to our pro- 
gram of unity of the working class a» 
a whole on the basis of the united front, 
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Three milestones mark the party's 
course in its uiveinployment work since 
Browder, a little more than a year ago, 
turned the helm away from the fight for 
unemployment insurance and set the 
course for immediate relief, to the ex- 
clusion of every revolutionary demand. 
These are: Browder's pronouncements In 
the Daily Worker of March G and 12, 
1931, the Tl U L - N B C resolution ad- 
opted in Pittsburgh on October 3 and 4, 
1031, and now the Proposed Draft Pro- 
gram of Fighting Methods and Organiza- 
tion Forms of the Unemployed Councils. 
These are the theoretical fruits of the 
course which has led into the opportun- 
ist swamp. 

It will be remembered that February 
'li>, 1S31 marked the close of a year's 
nation-wide, fighting demonstrations for 
unemployment insurance under the lead- 
ership of the Communist party. Febru- 
ary 25 marked a tremendous decline in 
Ihe influence of the Comunist party over 
the masses, insofar as its unemployment 
work was concerned. In the March Gth, 
15)30 demonstrations the party claimed 
a million and a quarter workers. In 
the February 25th, 1931 demonstrations 
it claimed only four hundred thousand. 
That both figures were grossly exagger- 
ated goes without saying. Rut that the 
decline was great is equally true. 

The great loss in influence, at a time 
when the crisis was deepening and the 
struggle against it should have been 
rising to greater heights and embracing 
broader masses of workers, presented the 
Stalinists with the necessity of making 
a turn. Marxists would, have begun 
with an examination of their past pol- 
icies to find in them the cause of their 
failure. Not so the Stalinists. The cor- 
nerstone of their faith is the dogma that 
the line is correct. To doubt it is 
heresy. 

To Browder was entrusted the ideolo- 
gical legerdemain of pronouncing a turn, 
yet absolving the previous line of any 
suspicion of error. This he sought to 
accomplish in a series of two articles 
in the Daily Worker < March G and 12, 
1931f, under the tile: On the organiza- 
I ion of Relief Work by Unemployed 
Councils. 

The Turn 

Browder called for the creation of 
food collection committees "to get food 
from the larger capitalists and corpora- 
tions of the locality, [>articu!arly in 
those institutions where the unemployed 
were formerly at work." Anticipating 
failure for this idiotic nonsense, Browder 
provided : "When the committee is un- 
able to get food from the corporation* 
and large capitalists, they shall then 
begin to solicit small merchants and 
petty bourgeoisie generally, calling upon 
these elements at. the same time to join 
the Unemployed Council in demanding 
relief from the government treasuries and 
in demanding unemplos'meut insurance 
nationally." 

Under the' leadership of Browder and 
Co. the movement was plunged into sys- 
tematic, organized beggary. It became a 
fish-wife haggling with the charities over 
pennies. The revolutionary link be- 
tween the day-to-day, reform demands 
and the revolutionary goal was cast off 
like so much unnecessary ballast. 



On the key questions of policy : of un- 
iting the employed and unemployed 
workers, and working out broad organi- 
zational forms to include workers of alt 
shades of opinion, .regardless of their 
political affiliations; the success or fail- 
ure to attain which is the nveasure of 
every unemployment program, Browder 
was silent. He let his renders infer that 
us with the line, so with its results in 
these essential questions. 

"Two steps backward in order to make 
one step forward," said a worker, mis- 
quoting Lenin. Browder's directives were 
the first step backward on the road which 
has led inexorably to the opportunist 
swamp where the movement is bogged. 

The TUUL NEC Resolution 

Contrary to the Stalinists' expectations 
the pursuit of this policy, the orientation 
of the movement on relief, the relega- 
tion of unemployment insurance to the 
background, the failure to organize a 
lighting movement of a shorter working 
day, for credits to the Soviet Union, did 
not see the unemployed councils "grow 
and stabilize themselves as powerful or- 
ganizations." They continued to be weak 
and ineffectual instruments embracing 
only unemployed workers, and only 
workers sympathetic to Communism. 
With the exception of Chicago and sev- 
eral other cities they took no d'eep root 
in the masses. 

By October the failure of the new 
turn was apparent to oil. Time had de. 
monstrated its bankruptcy. Yet the T. 
U. U. L.-N E C resolution of October 3rd 
and 4th affirmed the correctness of the 
line: "The present developments do not 
require a change in policy of the T U 
U L." 

That this whitewash was meant to 
apply to the unemployment policy as well 
as the trade union policy is evident from 
the text of the resolution. Our readers 
can iind this monument of confusion and 
distortion in the tiles of the Daily Work- 
er. It was published as a supplement to 
the issue of November 11, 1933. 

The unemployed and "red union" move- 
ments are conceived in this document as 
separate movements. This marks a re- 
treat from the previous policy of the 
party which conilned the unemployed 
councils to the organizational control of 
the T U I) L.This ir, a necessary sfep 
toward establishing the correct base for 
a broad movement for unemployment re- 
lief. 

But the party has made the division 
a formal one. In its resolution it posed 
Ihe question of uniting the unem- 
ployed movement with the "red union" 
movement. This is fundamentally incor- 
rect. It is not at all a question of un- 
iting the two movements but of building 
one united movement of employed and 
unemployed workers. This must ho a 
broad movement, much broader than the 
as yet weak "red union" movement. It 
must embrace, in -the first place, the or- 
ganized labor movement. This means the 
A. F. of L. unions. 

In the question of the organizational 
forms the resolution made no advance 
over the party's previous narrow con- 
ception of the united front as applied to 
the unemployed councils. The united 
front projected in the resolution is es- 
sentially a united front of unorganized, 
unemployed workers. 
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WITH THE INTERNATIONAL LEFT OPPOSITION 



Oreece 

Tlie economic crisis has been sharply 
aggravated in Greece, drawing in its 
wake the depreciation of the drachma, 
raising the prices of commodities and 
consequently the weakening of the con- 
sumers' power. 

Since most of the public works in 
Greece are controlled by foreign enter- 
prises and due to the difficulties the 
Greek government lias had in paying Us 
foreign debts, the work has ceased and 
the workers have been thrown into the 
a liny of the unemployed. The consequ. 
ences of the crisis strike directly or in- 
directly at the workers, the poor peasant 
and sections of the petty bourgeoisie as 
well, who can no longer accept the im- 
possible living conditions which have 
surpassed all extremes. 

Great Social and Revolutionary 
Struggles Ahead 
Already in the months of May and 
June Greece has seen in the principle 
winters the upsurge and the rising of 
masse* of workers. Unfortunately they 
are far from being organized and led by 
the Communist Party. 

During the strike of the letter car- 
riers, the railroad workers of Macedonia, 
the tobacco workers of Patras and the 
workers of Cavalla, they have shown 
that the proletariat is not only disposed 
not to tolerate the bourgeoisie repres- 
sion but also that it does not fear to 
fight to stay the worsening of its situa- 
tion and obtain better living conditions. 
The workers have also shown that if 
they remained outside of the movement 
for the counter offensive to the bour- 
geois offensive, it was because they lacked 
a powerful vanguard, the forces of the 
working class being divided and having 
no guarantee o£ a unified Wee for suc- 
cess. 

The Greek Bolshevik- Leninists believe 
it impossible that this movment will not 
have gigantic repercussions in other 
branches of industry and agriculture 
and that this agitation will not become 
more energetic and more general. They 
are issuing the slogan of transforming 
this movement into a general strike of 
a political - character. 

The Greek comrades of the Left Op- 
position are preparing for struggle. But 
what is the Communist party doing? 
What are its perspectives, its slogans and 
its prepaations? What is it doing to 
apply the methods of struggle which cor- 
respond to reality? 

The organization of Bolshevik-Leninists 
(Archio.Marxists) consequent upon its 
Marxist positions, after having examined 
the organizational situation of the work- 
era has come to the conclusion that the 
working class needs firm organs of strug- 
gle, applying the slogan of the united 
front. This Is explained in the follow- 
document, an appeal to the Greek work- 
ers. 

"AN APPEAL TO THE COMMUNISTS 
AND TO THE WORKING CLASS 

'■The workers can neither be mobilized 
nor can they struggle when their ranks 
are divided. The need for unified strug- 
gle and for unity is making itself more 
and more felt in the consciense of the 
workers and becomes more and more 
imperative. The application of the tac- 
tic of the united front is the only guar- 
antee for the success of the mass strug- 
gle of the workers. Our organization has 
advanced the slogan that the united front 
must embrace all workers' organizations 
independently of their political concepts, 
and the largest possible masses. Because 
of this, we consider that the only organ 
which will assume the leadership of the 
struggle must arise from the heart of the 
working class. With the present trade 
union which has so few workers and 
with the manifold political influences 
which predominate in the organization; 
the one excluding or restricting the ex- 
istence of the other in the same union, 
'we cannot guarantee that they will lead 
the present struggle success fully. 

"Only in the small number of unions 
led by the Archio-Marxists dots prole- 
tarian democracy exist. Our organiza- 
tion proposes the convocation of a .Work- 
ers' Congress in every city where re- 
presentatives elected by the factories and 
industries will participate. In the branch- 
es where no industries exist, representa- 
tives of each trade can be elected. 

"The unemployed workers, organized 
into districts, are to delegate their own 
representatives. This Congress will 



elect a council of representatives which 
rt ill uudertuke the leadership of the 
workers' struggles, strikes, the fight 



tolerable for us, Every day we are 

plunged deeper into poverty. 

"The bourgeoisie causes and will con- 
agaiust unemployment, for political and tinue ^ catl8e a]1 tue weignt of the crisi3 

trade union freedom and will head the 

working class iu the counter-offensive 
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against the bourgeoisie. 

Tnese representative councils of all 
Greece will have to elect a central or- 
ganization for the leadership of the 
whole struggle. The councils are to con- 
stitute the highest form of the united 
trout, in which each political fraction of 
the working class movement will have 
the right tu express its viewpoint on the 
basis of proletarian democracy and will 
at the same time be submitted to the 
discipline aud resolutions of the council 
adopted by the majority. 

lfce councils are to be renewed at 
eacu Congress, which will be called as 
otten as possible. 

"To prepare for this Congress, our or- 
ganization proposes the creation of a 
committee iroin the existing trade uu- 
ious, which will concern itself with the 
organization of the Congress and other 
details of tlie election of representatives. 
This committee will convoke the Con 
giess on the iollowing platform. 

"Adaptation of wages to the high 
cost of living. 

Abolition ot arbitrary dismissals 
and rehiring of all licensed work- 
ers. 

Unemployment subsidies equal to 
wages — abolition of armaments. 
Social insurance at the expense of 
the bosses and the government. 
Protection of women and children 
workers. 

7 hour day without wage cuts. 
"Adoption of working class legis- 
lation. 

Equal salary for workers of both 
seres. 

Abolition of indirect taxation— 
increase of tax on capital. 
"10. Annulment of the public debt. 
"11. Abolition of debts of refugees and 

poor peasants. 
"12. General amnesty — Abolition of 
special laws of co « n ter- rev oluti nary 
suppression. 
"IS. Political liberty (of press, 
speech, organizations and meet- 
ings.) 
"14. Trade union freedom. 
"15. Abolition of laws for the use of 
tlie army against strikers, against 
Communists — abolition of resolu- 
tions for the dissolution of uniens. 
No organization which considers itself 
proletarian can refuse to collaborate on 
this platform. 

These problems are faced by the work- 
ers : they realize the necessity of fighting 
for their solution because they stand at 
the basis of their existence ; they are 
questions which preoccupy them inde- 
pendently o£ their political opinions. 

These councils, higher than parties, 
higher than factions, than dissenting 
groups and groupings, will be capable of 
uniting masses of workers for common 
action. 
"Comrades and fellow- workers : 

"Each day the situation grows more 
and more serious. Life is growing in- 



to fall upon us; the needs of the strug- 
gle demand the creation of a united front 
of city and farm workers having as its 
organ the council of delegates elected by 
the Congress. 

"In loyalty to its principles and obliga- 
tions, the Bolshevik -Leninist organization 
will work on this basis with all its 
powers for the realization of a workers' 
united .Vont and for the success of the 
Congress which will elect the council of 
delegates. Long live the workers' unL- 
ted front! 

"For the expulsion of the bourgeois 
offensive ! 

"For political and trade union rights ! 

"For the struggle against dictatorship 
off the bourgeoisie and for the installation 
of the proletarian dictatorship!" 

Tlie Greek Opposition is advancing the 
slogan of workers' and peasants' Councils'; 
while silence aud inertia prevail in the 
C. P. which continues to practice its 
tactic of disintegration. Our comrades 
have been working for the establishment 
of a committee of temporary councils 
and are moving toward this goal through 
the trade unions. 

This temporary committee of councils 
on Juno 22 called an enlarged meeting 
at which 1700 workers participated; they 
voted for its resolution to undertake ac- 
tion for general amnesty, etc. 

It was decided to maintain the tem- 
porary committee, which stands under 
the leadership of the Left Oppositionists. 
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solidarity with the miners. 

This threat of a general strike, which 
the bosses and government dread, has 
been dispelled for the moment. Con- 
sequently the ministry has been able to 
reply to the journalists that it consider- 
ed the convocation of the mixed com- 
mission useless ; in addition, the coal 
bosses failed to reply to the summons. 

The bosses' attitude is significant: they 
have at their disposal the police, militia, 
the army, the tribanals— to defeat the 
strikers; and in addition, the leaders of 
the Belgian Labor Party and the syndi- 
calists to keep the workers of other in- 
dustries from solidarity with the miners, 
they count in this way, on putting an 
end to the miners' resistance. 

But the miners are firm, in spite of the 
difficult conditions under which they are 
struggling; they are alone against the 
bloc of bosses, the government and the 
reformist leaders, united In the com- 
mon will not to let the miner carry off 
the victory ; but the miners are resolved 
to continue the strike, which they do not 
regard as useless and aimless, because 
they want to prove their determination 
to end the regime of famine which was 
imposed on them before strike. 

Harder than ever must the miners ex- 
pend all their efforts, in order to spread 
their movement to other industries, de- 
spite the trade union leaders. 

This is the condidtion that must be 
realized to win a speedy and decisive vic- 
tory over the bosses and government 
which, terrified by the general strike, 
retreated ; but they are only awaiting 
the miners' defeat to begin their attacks 
against the whole mass of workers once 
more. 



Some Experiences of the Illinois Miner** 
Struggle and the Policy of the Communists 



In the present crucial battle of the 
Illinois miners one question stands out 
of decisive importance for the future of 
the American labor movement. It is the 
question of life or death to the last 
solidly organized section of the miners 
union in the soft coal territory. But it 
is so 3specially by virtue of the fact 
that we are here concerned with a basic 
industry, once well organized, and a un- 
ion, once attaining to a high degree of 
militancy, composed entirely of basic pro- 
letarians as separate and distinct from 



simultaneously on strike under the ban- 
ner of th>"r independent union, and the 
Illinois miners were in revolt against 
the U. M. W. of A. officials. Our united 
front proposal to be organized through a 
conference or these .sections was rejected 
by the official party. Now such a step 
is becoming an ever more pressing duty. 
We can go back further into the his- 
tory of developments. At the time of 
the Illinois miners break with the Lewis 
administration, cleverly utilized by the 
Fish wick-Walker- Ho watt combination, we 



the skilled strata of which most of the warne a against any false illusions toward 



The splendid miners' strike is continu- 
ing. The reformist leaders are con- 
tinuing their maneuvers to destroy it. 
Our comrades, particularly in the Char- 
leroi region, continue to lead the strug- 
gle in the front line. Five comrades, 
among them Lesoil, are still Imprisoned 
at Mons. Nevertheless, La Voix Coni- 
imuiiste, the Opposition's paper, now ap- 
pears every week and sells five thousand 
copies, in spite of the police persecutions. 

The influence of our comrades Is grow- 
ing. The workers place more and more 
confidence in them and in the leadership 
they give in the struggle. The Infamous 
slanders of the Stalinists are shattered 
in the face of this reality, on which 
every proletarian in Belgium can lay 
his hands. Immediately below is the 
latest bulletin on the situation, which 
appeared August 12 in La Voix Commun- 
ist*: 

Wednesday, August 12— -Since a consi- 
derable section of the Limbourg miners, 
who have regathered their forces and 
gone back into the struggle side by side 
with the miners from the other basins, 
has gone out on strike again, the strike 
has become general throughout tae 
country. The new important develop- 
ment of the week is the fact that the 
leaders of the Belgian Labor Party, of 
the Trade Union Commission and of 
the Trade Union Federation have openly 
pronounced themselves against the gen- 
eral strike and also against expressing 



Spain 



Not only was the Azana government 
not ignorant of the plans for a military 
coup d'Etat but underhandedly toler- 
ated them. The abortive "revolution" 
of the Spanish bourgeoisie really 
is supported by the landlords and the 
cadres of the old regime ; it is massacr- 
ing and imprisoning tlie workers. The 
reaction of the popular masses to the 
hated militarists has been growing po- 
werfully. It has even reached their ac- 
complices in the Azana government. 

At Barcelona our comrades of the 
Opposition immediately issued a leaflet 
which they distributed in thousands of 
copies, ami held very successful open 
air meetings. As soon as the authorities 
got word of this comrades Fersen and 
Rabies were arrested. 

Our comrades' leaflet declares: "The 
government has made use of the rebels 
(Monarchists) as agents of repression 
against the proletariat, strengthening the 
former and weakening the latter. Faith- 
ful to Its conduct, the government, 
which is not in the least embarrassed 
by legal considerations when it is a ques- 
tion of imprisoning and deporting work- 
si's, involves the law to leave the generals 
unpunished. But the working class 
will not allow this, and, forming its uni- 
ted front, will demand the firing squad 
for the generals and the arming of the 
people to struggle against reaction." 



at present remaining unions are com- 
posed. In view of the enormous retreats 
made by the existing trade unions on 
every field, both in regard to loss of 
wages and working conditions as well as 
in loss of organized strength, this 
Illinois miners battle becomes decisive 
for the future. 

It becomes decisive in more respects 
than one ; but particularly by what is 
already clearly indicated, that a victory 
in this strike must necessarily open up 
a now chapter laying the basis for an 
entirely new method and practice of un- 
ionism. It must be a final and complete 
separation from corrupt, treacherous 
practices of the past and from corrupt 
officialdom. 

A mere victory on the wage proposi- 
tion with union conditions and leader- 
ship remaining as before would at best 
be only a short truce to be utilized tot 
preparation of new betrayals. 

Union Future Hangs in Balance 

This strike has gone beyond the bounds 
of a mere ordinary shut down. There 
are virtual armies arrayed with mass 
picketing on a scale never witnessed be- 
fore. There is additional Importance 
in tlie miners being tne very spearhead 
of workers resistance against the wage 
cut onslaughts, and in the double ob- 
jective of their fight — to also decisively 
defeat the wrecker's from within. It is 
a struggle of gigantic proportions. 

The future of the Illinois miners uu- 
ion now hangs in the balance. To esti- 
mate its prospect it will be well to note 
some of the experience of the past, and 
particularly the all important question of 
policy pursued by the revolutionists. In 
this respect a comparison of the views 
advanced by the Left Opposition and the 
policy and practice of the official Com- 
munist party will prove illuminating. 

The Illinois miners do not stand alone. 
There are sections in rebellion against 
the U. M. W. of A. administration in ev- 
ery field, some having already definitely 
split away. The question of fature unity 
of these sections, as a temporary measure, 
at least a united front on minimum ob- 
jectives, is atill a crucial one. It was 
therefore completely in accord with the 
fundamental principles of working class 
interest and proceeding from a basis ot 
revolutionary policy that we, at the time 
of the Pennsylvania -Ohio miners strike of 
last year urged a united front of these 
various sections to fight foi their common 
immediate objective. The Pennsylvania- 
Ohio miners struck under the banner of 
the party controlled National Miners 
Union. The West Virginia miners were 
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this combination but at the same time 
emphasizing the need of the Left wing 
continuing the struggle within this mass 
movement. The official party pursued 
the opposite course and isolated its 
forces from the movement and from the 
union. 

There was a repetition in the revolt 
following shortly after headed by the 
Fdmonson forces. Once again a mass 
movement, though practically ieaderless, 
a new opportunity. The course pursued 
by the Left Oppositionists in participat- 
ing in that movement and to point toward 
the right direction for the future is now 
bearing its fruits. The Left Opposition 
Communists has now all the prospects 
for, and is taking shape as a force in 
reality, fighting for a correct direction 
to the present gigantic movement. The 
official party policy of boycott of mass 
revolts not entirely controlled by it has 
led it to its present fatal isolation from 
the Illinois miners. 

This can be repaired still; but only by 
the official party leadership rectifying 
its mistakes and changing its attitude 
and policy. The course, which it must 
adopl has been very clearly indicated by 
the position we have taken. The correct- 
ness of this position has been fully vin- 
dicated by the event. The logic of the 
party position adds only one additional 
sad commentary further reinforcing this 
lesson. 

The present Illinois miners struggle 
must start a new chapter in the history 
of their organization. Only a complete 
break with the past, with the corrupt 
union bureaucracy, can secure (he vic- 
tory they have set out to win against 
the operators, against the armed state 
forces and against the official traitors. 
The Left Opposition is developing a force 
in this struggle callable of constantly 
more serious intervention, and it will 
show the way. — A. S. 



The New York Marine Workers in Revolt Against the Stalinist Bureaucrats 



The Home Stretch 

Do our Militant Builders remember 
that the comrade who stands highest in 
the staff at the end of the month receives 
a copy of Max Eastman's biography of 
comrade Trotsky, Portrait of a Youth? 
Very little time is left. A last spurt, 
comrades, to go ovw the top with a 
bang as they say in the sporting columns 
of the capitalist press. 
NEW BUNDLE ORDERS 

For soma time now we have been 
watching the Chicago branch send in 
new bundle orders. New York occasion- 
ally adds one or two. But in Chicago 
they go at it hammer and tongs. We 
have an idea that it is principally due 
to the driving force of that unparalleled 
literature agent out there that bears the 
name, Sacharow. Readers of this column 
will see her name near the top or at 
the top of every drive or eontest we 
conduct. 

A number of new orders are coming in 
of their own accord, so to speak. This 
is a good sign. But it Indicates that 
we are not realising all that can be done 
in this direction. From which we draw 
the conclusion : to work. All those in 
favor get busy and send fn new bundle 
orders; or go around to the stand that 1 FELLOW SEAMEN: 
already carry the Militant and increase' ' rno ship owners shifted the burden of 
their orders. the present crisis on to the shoulders of 



■The revolt against the Stalinist bu- 
reaucracy and their wrong policies lr^ 
throwing up layer after layer of Com- 
munist workers who no longeir intend 
to keep silent while the party and the 
industrial unions flounder in opportun- 
ism and adventurism. The following 
statement issued by J. Johannessen, mem- 
ber of the National Buro of the M. W. 
I. U„ shows how deep the fight against 
the corrupt Stalinist regime has pene- 
trated. In all sections of the party and 
its auxiliary organizations these strug- 
gles against the opportunist policies and 
bureaucratic methods are springing up. 
Many of these struggles are in the be- 
ginning process. 

Unless these comrades are able to trace 
these surface sores to the cause, the 
Communist movement and the Marxian 
wing will not gain by the first steps 
against the Stalinist revisionist. An in- 
creased number of these workers are 
tracing these errors to the source and 
are moving toward the Left Opposition, 
realizing that the policy of the Bolshevik- 
Leninist faction is the only policy that 
has gone to the root of the matter and 
stands on the -Marxian principles. 

Entirely too many of these Commun- 
ist workers drop by the wayside. Some 
take a back seat in the party and keep 
silent, others drop out in diigust, others 
who have not assimilated the funda- 
mentals of Marxism move either to the 
camp of the socialists or the syndicalists 

The methods of Stalinism in the In- 
dustrial Unions play in the hands of the 
Syndicalist, while their general political 
strategy has rearmed the Social-Dem- 
oci'ats. 

For the past period the policies and 
action of the Stalinist in the Marine 
Workers have played into the hands of 
the syndicalists. Many of the most ac- 
tive syndicalists on the waterfront are 
former members of the M. W. I. U. who 
left or were driven out by the Stalinist 
policies which the workers have confused 
with Communism, with Marxism. 

The main danger that the present 
struggle against the Slhlinists in the 
Marine Workers Industrial Union must 
guard against is the relapse into the 
camp of syndicalism. That is not 
solution to Stalinism. The policies 
the Left Opposition, the Marxian 
icy, is the only remedy. 
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the marine workers. Wages of the sea- 
men have been cut down gradually to as 
low as thirty dollars per month for A. 
B.'s. The two-watch system has been 
reestablished on many ships. Crewe 
have been cut about thirty percent Work- 
aways are the order of the day. Long- 
shoremen and all other categories of 
marine have received similar treatment. 
Complete lay-offs and part-time work is 
wide spread in the industry. In New 
York harbor alone there are twenty 
thousand seamen "on the beach". 

What has our union the M. W. I. U., 
done to fight these attacks of the bosses 
on our standard of living? Has the un- 
ion ever made any serious efforts to give 
honest efficient leadership to the marine 
workers? The anwser must be no. It 
has not. Therefore we must examine the 
history of the American marine industry 
of tlie last three years and also the his- 
tory of the union. Thus we will be able 
to find the reason why the union failed 
to carry its self-appointed task of lead- 
ing the marine workers in struggle. 

The union was launched in April 1830 
at a time when shipping was already 
on a great decline. Great enthusiasm 
prevailed among the seamen and especi- 
ally among the delegates attending the 
convention. The convention, attended by 
bona fide rank and file delegates from 
ships and docks, through the steam 
roller methods employed, killed the union 
at its birth. The steam roller methods was 
used to foist upon the marine workers 
(tie bureaucratic regime of Mink and 
Co, who, through various grand stand 
plays, constantly covered up their poli- 
tical bankruptcy. No real program of 
work was laid down but the union 
launched out on an adventurous polLey 
led by adventurers. 

Iju 1930 the union had a membership 
of 5,000, today there is leas than 400 
nationally. Practically all those that 
there were ever active were driven out 
or are expelled, for the simple reason 
that they opposed the putschist tactics 
of Mink and Co. Philadelphia, Houston, 
New Orleans and Boston speak for them- 
selves. Several times the union came 
dangerously near the point of playing the 
role of strike-breakers (Boston longshore- 
men's strike, Grace line) fiue to the 
utter mi sunde standing of the united 
front tactic and the inexperience of the 

■ leadership plus their irresponsibility. No! 
attempt what ever was made to light the 

\ wage cuts of the seamen. Instead of or- 



ganizing on board the ships, propaganda 
was carried on only on South Street, on 
shore. There are not ten functioning 
ships' delegates to-day. The struggle of 
the unemployed seamen has been waged 
solely for the purpose of making political 
capital iu the form of headlines for the 
party but no organizational nor beneficial 
results have been gained for the marine 
workers. Prior to the hunger march, 
the seamen were rallied around demands 
peculiar to the industry. They were not 
allowed to present them in Washington 
They were solely used for defense corps 
and for nothing else, the same as at 
other demonstrations. 

International struggles have not been 
utilized to get the American seamen into 
motion. The German seamen's strike 
was sabotaged by Mink and Co. due to 
factional strife within the I. S. H, The 
struggle against imperialist war was 
taken up by staging burlesque demonstra- 
tions Instead of organizing on tie job. 

The inner life of the union is at the 
lowest level possible. No trade union 
democracy, the right of discussion and 
constructive criticism is abolished, sec- 
retaries are removed against the wishes 
of the membership, no convention has 
been called although it is a year and half 
over -due. 

The present national bureau elected it- 
self, 'When the flames of revolt grew I 
was removed to Duluth and a campaign 
was. launched against all those who tried 
to lead the union toward a course in 
accordance with the most fundamental 
principles of the class struggle. The na- 
tional committee of the T. U. U. L. aud 
tke party press was bombarded by us 
with articles and protests. Mink and Co. 
grew desperate and for the purpose of 
establishing an adventurous and oppor- 
tunist campaign ostensibly for immediate 
relief of the unemployed, nationalistic 
unemployed council* were launched 
claiming preposterously that every na- 
tionality has different demands. They 
did not organize as yet a Jim-Crow local 
in New York as wag done when a Jim- 
Crow local was organized in Galveston — 
but — that is only being inconsistent. Then 
when they set the whole-sale expulsions 
— -to counteract the resentment of the 
class conscious rank and file — a raid was 
staged oh the Seamen's Institute. The 
man that was supposed to have baggaget 
there actually had none. One man was 
shot, cfthers wounded and what did it 
get the seamen? Nothing. To force the 
Institute to come across we must launch 



a boycott and hit the Institute in its 
pocket-book, a boycott with thousands 
on the picket line. 

In the excitement, all the militant 
workers present in New York were ex- 
pelled from the union without a hearing. 
Especially outrageous was the expulsion 
of Coster, a good, honest, able, active, 
class-conscious worker, who carried out 
all tasks assigned to him. Coster's tem- 
per got the best of him when Mink 
threatened to stool on an other worker 
because he would not obey Mink. Coster 
pulled a gun. This was doubly wrong 
but Coster should have been criticized and 
Mink should have been immediately ex- 
pelled. Mink admitted that he had 
threatened this fellow worker. 

I, myself, was removed by a hand-pick- 
ed national bureau from the National 
Committee and instructed to proceed to 
the West coast — for the simple reason 
that I dared to write an article for the 
Dally Wwker (which was not printed) 
criticizing the shortcomings of the union. 
I was not even given a hearing. I 
came to New York and the national T. 
U. U. L. appointed a committee con- 
sisting of Johnstone, Stachel and Hudson. 
I was ordered immediately to return to 
Buffalo, furthermore to have nothing to 
do with the expelled members or those 
who were still members of the union 
but not considered "kosher" by the 
clique. The idea of that committee in- 
vestigating the union is the same as 
Tammany Hall investigating itself. 
Furthermore, I refused to go to Buffalo 
because the purpose of sending me there 
is to isolate me from the membership. I 
believe that by remaining on the New 
York water front I will be better able 
to prevent Mink from carrying out pol- 
icies detrimental to the seamen In order 
to cover up the political bankruptcy of 
Mink and Co. 

Fellow seamen ! We must organize and 
fight for the four watch system, for a 
sufficient manning scale and we must 
immediately boycott the revenue bearing 
departments of the Institute for the de- 
mand that all relief funds be under the 
control of a committee of three seamen 
and one official of the Institute. 

But, before we can wage any success- 
ful struggles we must rid ourselves of 
the bureaucrats who will not even shrink 
from fctooling in order to enforce their 
arbitrary will. On the waterfront there 
is no place for these reptiles. 

—J. JOHANNESSEN. 



A Letter From China 

We have received the following brief 
message from our Chinese comrades: 
Shanghai, August 2, 1932— 

Several of our comrades (all Lenin 
students returned from Moscow) have 
been missing for eleven days. One of 
them is the chairman of the Organiza- 
tion Committee of the Chinese Left Op- 
seen at Jesfleld Park (west of Shanghai). 
We lost trace ot them immediately after 
our last secret meeting. We believe that 
they have been captured by the "Blue 
Coat Society" . . 

The Blue Coat Society is a new secret 
party. Its full name Is the Blue Coat 
Society of the Kuo Min Tang of China. 
It is of about the same type as the Nazis 
in Germany, its Hitler is Chiang Kai- 
Shek. Its basic nucleus consists of Stu- 
dents recently returned from the Moscow 
Sun-Yat-Sen University, renegades from 
the party and students of the Wampoa 
Military Academy faithful to the Chi- 
nese Hitler. One of its mediums of ac- 
tivity is assassination. All the intellec- 
tuals est General Chiang's troop find 
many notorious politicians are Hocking 
to this group. In short, it Is the rising 
Fascist movement of China. . . , 

The History of the Russian Revolu- 
tion is being published In Chinese . . . 
By the end of August or September, we 
hope to reestablish our legal Shanghai 
weekly. . . . 

Fraternally yours, 
CH. 
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LITERATURE SALES 

A new wave of interest in the publica- 
tions of the League is sweeping over us. 
Our campaign on the German situation, 
on the Anti-War Congress, on the expul- 
sion of comrade Pappus, and now on the 
frame-up charge of murder by the Stal- 
inists has aroused new Interest in our 
point of view. Orders are coming in. 
Our stocks are dropping. Some numbers 
are out. Germany — the Key is completely 
out of print. The Revolution in Spain is 
pretty nearly out. There are only some 
twenty copies of the Real Situation in 
Russia left. And so it goes. Now is 
the time to order. 
TROTSKY'S COMPLETE WRITINGS 

A number of sympathizers have sent in 
orders for bound volumes of Trotsky's 
"complete writings". We did not an- 
nounce the Bound Volumes as his com- 
plete writings. We could not. It is our 
understanding that comrade Trotsky's 
complete writings which have not yet 
been collected would fill some sixty or 
seventy volumes. Some day we will 
bring them out in a uniform edition. 

In the meantime we continue to adver- 
tise the Bound Volumes as a collection 
of nine of his recent writings; all of 
them dealing with the current struggle 
in the Communist movement in relation 
to the problems of the international 
proletarian revolution. And may we re- 
mind our reader* ouce more that these 
Bound Volumes contain four pamphlets 
that are out of print and unobtainable 

1 otherwise ; and that the Bound Volumes 
are going ? 
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Leading Functionary Exposes Stalinism in Greece 



Wherever the Left Opposition raises 
its head, the Stalinist bureaucracy puts 
its machinery of slander, calumny and 
falsehood in motion against it. The 
stronger the Opposition movement, the 
fiercer the bureauc ratio meLhods of. the 
Centrists against them. As the readers 
of The Militant already know, the Greek 
Bolshevik-Leuiiiists (ArcMo-Marxists) 

11 r« the strongest Communist organiza- 
tion ol that country. 

Counting a few thousand members in 
every part of Greece, organized iirinly 
under the tested Kolshevik plan (legal 
and illegal), enjoying a broad and power 
l'ul iiiliueaco in the trade unions and ill 
the mass organizations of the Greek 
proletariat, the A ichio- Marxists have been 
a particularly uncomfortable thorn in the 
side of Stalinism. All the despicable 
methods of the international bureaucracy 
have been applied against them and 
still they continue lo grow and take 
root. 

The methods of open violence and 
physical destruction— these are the most 
recent methods of the Centrists against 
ihe Left Opposition. They are the 
methods of. utter despair, they Indicate 
the complete state of bankruptcy of the 
Stalinists. Of late, the successes achiev- 
ed by the American Left Opposition 
(anti-war congress, Germany, etc.) have 
called forth especially sharp manifesta- 
tions of these selr-same flowers of Cen- 
trist bankruptcy and despair. The Amer- 
ican Stalinists incite to pogroms against 
the Left Opposition, provoke police ac- 
tion against it — for the same reasons as 
the Greek Stalinists, because they are 
alarmed at the growth of its influence 
and sympathy in the ranks of the OOm- 
muuist workers. 

Below we publish an account of th* 
Stalinist methods of fighting th« Left 
Opposition by a former member of the 
Greek C. 1'., who has since joined the 
Arcliio-Marxist*. It is interesting and 
instructive hecause it paints a nocture of 
Stalinist corruption that is universally 
applicable. The experience of comrade 
Uambukas, the author of this account, U 
undoubtedly the experience of numerous 
Communist militants all over the Inter- 
national and in the American party as 
well. Sooner or later, they too will draw 
their conclusions — Just as this comrade 
did. The regime of Stalinist Impotence, 
the regime of degenerated, disorganizing 
Centrlsm, the regime of physical violence 
against the Bolshevik- Leninists is doomed 
in advance. The organizers of defeat 
have seen their best days. The victory 
of the luternatioaal L/eninist Opposition 
is assured by history, nothing can pre- 
vent it. 

* * * • 

TUB STATEMENT OF 
COMRADE BAMBAKKAS 

What forced me to realize the dishon- 
esty and corruption of those who do not 
follow the Oommunist line but rather 
the tactics of Stalin was the policy of 
the party toward the Archio-Marxists. 
la the policy of the party any means 



Statement of Comrade 
J. Bambakas 



whatever is justified provided It leads to 
the extermination of the Opposition. 

In 1028, when for the first time the 
Archio-Marxists appeared In our district, 
the party decided to use methods of sab- 
otage to prevent them from getting em- 
ployment so that they would be com- 
pelled to leave the city. While, on th« 
one hand, we were telling workers the 
A re bio- Marxists were stool-pigeons, on 
the other hipd, we told the bosses the 
Archio- Marxists were Anarchists and dis- 
rupters. 

When it was reported to the district 
committee that these means of sabotage 
were not sufficient, that in spite of it the 
Archio-Marslsts were making progress, 
the party decided to turn to murderous 
attacks. Arming them with knives and 
iron bars tile party organized groups and 
sent them out on their attacks. These 
attacks still continue. 

In (he district of Gyftica, they attacked 
a shoe worker who was later brought to 
the hospital unconscious. While the 
leaders were celebrating their "heroic" 
victory, this comrade refused to reveal 
the murderers to anyone although he 
knew them. 

ADMIT CONSTANT ATTACKS 
O.N LEFT OPPOSITION 

Another instance: at Suguglou another 
Arc-hio-Marxist was attacked at the time 
he wan speaking to a meeting of work- 
ers. Also, two Archio- Marxists were 

beaten up in Cbaticu. Comrade Str , 

fanatlcized by the leadership, fired a gun 
at a carpenter, member of the Opposi- 
tion, but luckily the gun jammed. This 

comrade Str , who later realized tjie 

corruption of the party bureaucrats, con- 
fessed this to the Archio-Marxists and 
to me. 

Further: we attacked comrade Alfudi, 
u tobacco worker, at the time he was 
leaving his work, and beat him up badly. ' 
Comrade Alfudi is a well known member 
of the X. C L., with a splendid revolu- § 
tionary record. He is now serving a two 
year term in the medieval dungeon of 
Itzedlii and will be exiled for one year 
after the Jail term is ended. This com- 
rade was refused admittance to the jail 
collectives — (comrades in Jails organize 
collectives which are supported by the 
I. L. !>.— Ed.) because ha was a member 
of the Archio-Marxists since 1928. | 

All the Archio-Marxists were upder a' 
continual vicious attack from our part, 
and had they not taken protective meu- ' 
sures, there would have resulted many \ 
more victims. This was verified, as you 
know, in the district committee. 

The£e are not accidents nor isolated 
cases, but a part of the international 
policy of the Stalinist bureaucrats. When 
Stalin assassinates JJluniljlu and Ztn- ' 
zadze and acquits iiamsin & Co., it is ' 
not at all surprising that the Greek! 
Stalinists do not hesitate to soak their I 
hands in the blood of two mlitant -com- ' 



rades, Lada and Georgopapadatou. — (The 
above comrades were murdered on the 
way home from a meeting by a group of 
Stalinists who were hidden in a hall- 
way.— Ed. ) 

Time and again the party sycophants 
accused the Archio-Marxists of being 
stool pigeons. Today, when hundreds of 
facts speak for themselves and the work- 
ers see in the face of the Archio-Marx- 
ists the true Bolsheviks, the party bu- 
reaucrats are forced to shift these ac- 
cusations to only a few of the Arcllio- 
Marxist leaders. This is a miserable dis- 
grace to the party bureaucrats, for not 
a single fact can prove the above ac- 
cusations against the Left Opposition, 
while on the contrary a pile of facts 
prove that there are many stool- pigeons 
within the Communist party. Because of 
the corrupt conditions within the party, it 
is difficult to discover and expose them. 

ARCHIO MARXIST EXCLUDED 
FROM PRISON-COLLECTIVES 

I categorically declare I was not be- 
trayed by Archio-Marxists, but by mem- 
bers of the district committee Y. C. L., 
Sfambulis and Kokino. The former in a 
semi -co vert form confessed to me when 
I was released from jail The latter was 
caught in our trap which we had set for 
him and was proven to be a stool-pigeon. 

Any betrayal that leaks out of the 
party is ascribed to the Archio-Marxists. 
The party bureaucrats poison the minds 
of the members against the Archio-Marx- 
ists to such an extent that even in their 
dreams they see the Archio-Marxists con- 
spiring with the police. For this we can 
not blame the party member*. 

The altitude of the party against the 
Archio-Marxists in jail is absolutely 
shameful and disgusting. Comrades who 
courageously faced the courts and raised 
high the banner of Communism before 
the capitalist judges, for which they-were 
sentenced to long prison terms, are not 
permitted to enter the jail collectives 
iu apito of the decisions of the central 
commitee of the I. L. D — (brought about 
by the mass-pressure of party workers) 
not to exclude them. 
PARTY MEMBERS RESENT EX- 
CLUSION OF ARCHIO-MARXISTS 

Why is this happening? The corrup- 
tion is so great that the bureaucrats 
fear the whip of criticism from the Op- 
position. This attitude of the party 
against the Archio-Marxists is strengly 
condemned by every honest, thinking 
party member. Comrade Floros, who was 
jailed with five other Archio-Marxists 
but later released while his comrades 
still had to serve two year jail sentences 
and one year exile, speaks with great 
enthusiasm about the Archio-Marxists. 

"The brave heroic attitude of Ajchto- 
Marxists t>efore the courts and their com- 
radely attitude In jaiL, left a profound 
impression on me", he said. And still the 
five Archio-Marxists are refused admit- 
tance in jail-collectives of Komotlals. 

In the Kavalla Jail we instigated some 
soldiers, who were sympathisers of the 
movement, to attack the ArehloMarxists 



in their cells. This dirty tactic must be 
fully stigmatized and condemned. How 
contemptible were the words spoken to 
the soldiers when the latter were Inform- 
ed that the Archio-Marxists were not 
jailed for revolutionary activities but 
were deliberately sent by the police in 
order to spy on the prisoners. 

When the party and Y. C- L. members 
will fraternize with the Archio-Marxists, 
when they will break down the barriers 
that have been mechanically built up by 
the adventurist and corrupt leaders of 
the party then, and only then will they 
realize that the Archio-Marxists are the 
genuine and militant -revolutionists, and 
they will understand the true meaning 
of the party's policy towards the Bol- 
shevik -Len Inists. 
PARTY MUST CHANGE TACTICS 

Under the present crisis great sections 
of the exploited masses are turning to 
the left, toward Communism. Will the 
party be able, even if its influence is 
strengthened, to utilize these conditions 
for the final victory? The strength of 
the party is measured not only by its 
influence but primarily from its internal 
ideological base and iis organizational 
ability. No victory can be expected from 
an organization whose foundations are 
decayed and rotten. History has proven 
this and especially In the history of the 
G reek movement. 

—J. BAMBAKAS. 

Sec'y of Section Committee 

of Dramas. Sec'y of Y. C. L. 

of K aba Has, Member of Dist. 

Committee of Eastern 

Macedonia and Western Thrace. 



Pa.ty Voices on the Frame-Up 

Condemn Disgraceful Action of Stalinist Leaders 



We have received a number of let- 
ters from party members and sympath- 
isers, expressing their indignation and 
resentment against the latest Stalinist 
frame-up against the Left Opposition. 
Voices are coming up from the ranks, 
speaking out clearly, denouncing the 
shameful, provocative actions of the 
party bureaucrats. We have no doubt 
that these voices will grow even more 
powerful In the future. The Impot- 
ence of Centrism is revealing itself 
more and more every day. The eyes 
of the Communist rank and file are 
being opened. Below we give excerpts 
from a few of the letters we have re- 
ceived : 
"August 27, 1932 

"The moment I read the first article 
on the question in the Daily Worker, I 
was indignant like h— — . I understand 
from the very beginning that some 
"party hooligans" busted up your meet- 
ins. This action of the party will not 
add an iota of prestitre to its name, but 
instead will antagonize workers towards 
tie movement. . . 

"1 have spoken to some of the com- 
rades in my shop and they also condemn 
the party for its provocative tactics. 

'I also want to state that nobody In 
the shop believes the statements in the 
Daily Worker and those that are in the 
movement or are acquainted with It know 
very well that the party is to blame more 



Unemployed Activity in Retrospect 



(Continued from page 2) 

|n one respect the resolution marked 
an advance over Browder's directives. 
The resolution restored the fight for re- 
lief to a more nearly correct basis. It 
placed on the agenda again the fight for 
unemployment insurance. It made it the 
central slogan. It reaffirmed the seven 
hour day without motivating the demand 
tiy any reason or figures. And it added 
at the end of its program, the demand 
for ''the development of trade relations 
with the Soviet Union, in order that the 
idle factories may work, till the constant- 
ly growing demands of the successful 
construction of the workers' government 
and its Five Year Plan." 

Around the slogans of the resolution 
the National Hunger March to Washing, 
tion was organized. With this march 
and its repercussions the party resur- 
rected the fight for unemployment In- 
surance. Tn this sense the resolution 
marked a limping, half-step forward. 

The Draft Program 

With the termination of the Hunger 
March of last December the fight for un- 
employment Insurance was again rele- 
gated lo the background. And the fight 
for "more not less relief" as one placard 
ill a demonstration announced, was more 
oriented on the road which led to the 
opportunist swamp. 



It is now, in full swing headed toward 
the Relief March, scheduled for Sept. 
ember 10. Its demands, slogans and or- 
ganizational forms are incorporated in a 
Proposed Draft Program of Fighting 
Methods and Organization Forms of the 
Unemployed Councils— A Manual for 
Hunger Fighters. It is issued by the 
National Committee of the Unemployed 
Councils of the U. S. A. 

It is understood that this is not a 
Communist program in the sense of, let 
us say, a party election program. It 
cannot he a statement of Communist aims 
and receive the endorsement of work- 
ers In the unemployed movement who are 
just awakening to class consciousness. 
But it must present Communist ideas in 
an elementary form so that when they 
are applied in the class struggle they be. 
come steps toward the final, inevitable 
goal. If the program ful HI Is this re- 
quirement it is a Communist doc anient. 

But this is precisely what the Draft 
Program Is not. It is enough to glance 
at the section, The Typical Issues and 
Demands, to realise that it is not a 
Communist document. The first typical 
demand is concerned with ©ash relief ; 
the second with flophouses; the flilrd 
with breadlines and food -kitchens ; the 
fourth with food for children ; etc. 

— T. STAMM. 
(Continued in Next Issue) 



than anybody else. 

"I have read the leaflet (The leaflet 
Issued by the N. 0. of the Communist 
League with regard to the frame-up — 
Ed. ) and I fully agree with what is 
written there. 

"I sincerely hope that ideas of your 
organization will grow in the hearts and 
minds of all the workers. ..." 

—PARTY MEMBER. 

* * « * 

"August 25, 1932. 

"The accounts given in the Dally 
Worker of August 23 and 24 of what 
took place on Avenue A and 7th Street 
at your meeting last Saturday night and 
the little hints and insinuations that go 
with it are outrageous. The editors of 
the Dally Worker seera to be Intent on 
whipping up a lynch spirit against the 
comrades of the Left Opposition. 

"No matter what disagreements we 
may have with the Opposition, such tac- 
tics arc impermissible, I didn't lielieve 
that Stalinism is so corrupt. I never 
really grasped what you meant by Stalin- 
ism before. Such disgraceful methods 
could never issue forth from a healthy 
Communist movement. . . . 

'•The method employed by the Dally 
Worker shows that there is something 
wrong that goes deeper into the policy of 
the party. It is setting a good many of 
us thinking. . . . 

"As Communists we cannot allow this 
shameful action to go on unchallenged." 
Comradely yours., 

—A Y C. L. er. 

• * * • 

"August 27, 1933 

"The accusations of the party against 
the Left Opposition are a plain frame-up. 
Nobody In the movement can take them 
seriously. . . . 

'"You must come before the Left wing 
workers and explain to them what hap- 
pened and what the action of Ihe party 
leaders means. They will listen to you 
and I am sure will support you." 

—NEEDLE TRADES WOKKEK. 

"August 28, IP32 

"I wish to let you know that many of 
us, members of the I. L. D. and of the 
F. S. U. protest against the attitude of 
the Daily Worker and the C. P. in con- 
nection with your meeting on August 20 
and the dfcaths of Semen and Krasiuk. 

•The leadership of the party Is capi- 
talizing the tragic deaths of these two 
workers to arouse hostile sentiment 
against your Opposition. The workers in 
the movement we are sure will disap- 
prove of fhiis, just as they have in gen- 
eral disapproved of the party s methods 
of breaking up open air meetings of other 
organizations. . . . 

"A leadership is bankrupt which has 
to resort to such methoHs." 

—MEMBER OF THE I. L. D. 



WORLD UNEMPLOYMENT AND THE 
FIVE YEAR PLAN is out of print and 
la available only in the SOUND VOL- 
UMES of comrade TROTSKY'S pam- 
phlets. 



Bourgeoisie, Petty Bourgeoisie and Proletariat 



(Continued from page I) 
The Decline of the Democratic Poems 

But precisely with the war there begins the distinct 
decline of capitalism and above all, of its democratic 
form of domination. It is now no longer a matter of 
new reforms and alms, but of cutting down and abolish- 
ing the old opes. Therewith the bourgeoisie comes into 
conflict not only with the institutions of proletarian 
democracy (trade unions and lolitical parties) but 
also with parliamentary democracy, within the frame- 
work of which arose the labor organizations. There- 
fore, the campaign against "Marxism" on the one hand 
and against democratic parliamentarism, on the other. 

But just as the summits of the liberal bourgeoisie 
in its time were unable, by their own force alone, to get 
rid of feudalism, monarchy and the church, so the 
magnates of finance capital are unable, by their force 
alone, to cope witli the proletariat. They need the 
support of the petty bourgeoisie. For this purpose, 
it must be whipped up, put on its feet, mobilized, 
armed. But this method has its dangers. While it 
makes use of Fascism, the bourgeoisie nevertheless 
fears it. Pilsudski was forced, in May 1926, to save 
bourgeois society by a coup d'Ktat directed against 
the traditional parties of the Polish bourgeoisie. The 
matter went so far that the official leader of the Polish 
Communist Party, Warski, who came over from Rosa 
Luxemburg not to Lenin, but to Stalin, took the coup 
d'Etat of Pilsudski to be the road of the "revolutionary 
democratic dictatorship" and called upon the workejs 
to support Pilsudski. 

At the session of the Polish Commission of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the- C. I. on July 2, 1926, the 
author of these lines said on the subject of the events 
in Poland: 

A Few Lessons of the Pilsudski "Coup" 

"Taken as a whole, the Pilsudski overthrow is the 
petty bourgeois, "plebeian" manner of solving the burn- 
ing problems of bourgeois society in its state of de- 
composition and decline. We have here already a 
direct resemblance to Italian Fascism- 

'These two currents indubitably possess common 
features: they recruit their shock troops first of all 
from the petty bourgeoisie; Pilsudski as well as Mus- 
solini worked with extra-parliamentary means, with 
open violence, with the methods of civil war ; both were 
concerned, not with the destruction, but with the pre- 
servation of bourgeois society. While they raised 
the petty bourgeoisie on its feet, they openly alligned 
themselves after the seizure of power, with the big bour- 
geoisie. Involuntarily, an historical generalization 
props up here, recalling the evaluation given by Marx 
of Jacobinism as the plebeian method of settling ac- 
counts with the feudal enemies of the bourgeoisie . . ■ 



Jacobinism, Social Democracy and 

of the Petty 



Fascism - - The Political Programs 
Bourgeoisie 



That was in the period of t)ie rise of the bourgeoisie. 
Now we must say, in the period of the decline of bour- 
geois society, the bourgeoisie again needs the "plebeian" 
method of resolving its no longer progressive, but en- 
tirely reactionary tasks. In this sense, Fascism is a 
caricature of Jacobinism. 

"The bourgeoisie is incapable of maintaining itself 
in power by the means and methods of the parliament- 
ary state created by itself, it needs Fascism as a 
weapon of sejf-defense, at least in critical instances. 
Nevertheless, the bourgeoisie does not like the "plebe- 
ian" method of resolving its tasks. It was always 
hostile to Jacobinism, which cleared the road for the 
development of bourgeois soeiety with Us blood. The 
Fascists arc immeasurably closer to the decadent bour- 
geoisie than the Jacobins were to the rising bourge- 
oisie. Nevertheless, the sober bourgeoisie does not 
look very favorably evon upon the Fascist mode of 
resolving its tasks, for the concussions, although they 
are brought forth in tfie interests of bourgeois society, 
are linked up with dangers to it. Therefore, the op- 
position between Fascism and the bourgeois parties. 

"The big bourgeoisie likes Fascism as little as a 
man with aching molars likes to have his teeth pulled. 
The sober circles of bourgeois society have followed 
with misgivings the work of the dentist Pisudski, but in 
the last analysis they have become reconciled to the 
inevitable, though with threats, with horse-deals and 
all sorts of trading. Thus the petty bourgeoisie's idol 
of yesterday becomes transformed into the gendarme 
of capital." 

To this attempt at marking out the historical place 
of Fascism as the political reliever of the social dem- 
ocracy, there was counterposed the theory of social 
Fascism. At first it could appear as a pretentious, 
blustering but harnfless stupidity. Subsequent events 
have showed what a pernicious influence the Stalinist 
theory actually exercised on the entire development of 
the Communist International.* 



Is the Alliance Between the Bio and the 
Petty Bourgeoisie Indissoluble? 

Does it follow from the historical role of Jacobin- 
ism, of democracy and of Fascism that the petty bour- 
geoisie is condemned to remain a tool in the hands of 
capital to the end of its days? If things were so, 
then the dictatorship of the proletariat would be Im- 
possible in a number of countries in which the petty 
bourgeoisie constitutes the majority of the nation 



and more than that, it would be rendered extremely 
difficult in other countries in which the petty bour- 
geoisie represents an important minority. Fortunate- 
ly, things are not so. The experience of the Pari* 
Commune first showed, at least within the limits of one 
city, just as the experience of the October revolu- 
tion has showed after it on a much larger scale and 
over an incomparably longer period, that the alliance 
of the petty bourgeoisie and the big bourgeoisie is not 
indissoluble. Since the petty bourgeoisie is incapable 
of an independent policy (that is also why the petty 
bourgeois "democratic dictatorship" is unrealizable) 
no other choice is left for it than that between the bour- 
geoisie and the proletariat. 

In the e-poch of the rise, the growth and the bloom 
of capitalism the petty bourgeoisie, despite acute out- 
breaks, of discontent, generally marched obediently in 
the capitalist harness. Nor could it do anything else. 
But under the, conditions of capitalist disintegration 
and of the impasse in the economic situation, the petty 
bourgeqisie tends, seeks, attempts to tear itself loose 
from the fetters of the old masters and rulers of so- 
ciety. It is quite capable of linking up its fate with 
that of the proletariat. For that, only one thing Is 
needed: the petty bourgeoisie must acquire faith in the 
ability of the proletariat to lead society onto a new 
road. The proletariat can inspire this faith only by its 
strength, by the firmness of its actions, by a skillful 
offensive against the enemy, by the success of its rev- 
olutionary policy. 

But, woe if the revolutionary party does not measure 
up to the height of the situation! The daily struggle 
of the proletariat sharpens the instability of bourgeois 
society. The strikes and the political disturbances 
aggravate the economic situation of the country. The 
potty bourgeoisie could reconcile itself temporarily 
to the growing privations, if it arrived by experience 
to the conviction that the proletariat is in a position 
to lead it onto a new road. But if the revolutionary 
party, in spite of a class struggle becoming incessantly 
more accentuated, proves time and again to be incap- 
able of uniting the working eless about it, if it vacil- 
lates, becomes confused, contradicts itself, then the 
petty bourgeoisie loses patience and begins to look upon 
the revolutionary workers as those responsible for its 
own misery. All the bourgeois parties, including the so- 
cial democracy, turn its thoughts in this very direc- 
tion. When the social crisis takes on an intolerable 
acuteness, a particular party appears on the scene with 
the direct aim of agitating the petty bourgeoisie to 



- By LEON TROTSKY 

a white heat 'and of directing its hatred and its despair 
against the proletariat. In Germany, this historical 
function is fulfilled by National-Soeiahsm, a broad 
current whose ideology is composed of all the putrid 
vapors of disintegrating bourgeois society. 

The Responsibility for the Growth of Fascism 

The principal political responsibility for the growth 
of Fascism rests, of course, on the shoulders of the 
social democracy. Kver since the imperialist war, the 
labors of this party have been reduced to uprooting 
from the consciousness of the proletariat the idea of 
independent politics, to implanting within it the belief 
in the eternity of capitalism and to forcing it to its 
knees time and again before the decadent bourgeoisie. 
The petty bourgeoisie can oniy follow the worker when 
it sees in hiin the new master. The social democracy 
oisie will not follow a lackey. The politics of refocin- 
teaches the worker to be a lackey. The petty bourge- 
ism deprive the proletariat of the possibility of leading 
the plebeian masses of the petty bourgeoisie and there- 
by alone conyert the latter into cannon fodder for 
Fascism. 

Politically, however, the question is not settled for 
us with the responsibility of the social democracy. 
Ever since the beginning of the war we have denounced 
this party as the agency of the imperialist bourgeoisie 
within the ranks of the proletariat. Out of this new 
orientation of the revolutionary Marxists arose the 
Third International. Its task consisted in uniting the 
proletariat under the banner of the revolution and 
thereby to secure for it the directing influence over 
the oppressed masses of the petty bourgeoisie in the 
towns and on the countryside. 

The post-war period, in Germany more than any- 
where else, was an epoch of economic impasse and of 
civil war. The international conditions as well as the 
domestic ones pushed the country imperiously on the 
road to socialism. Every step of the social democracy 
revealed its decadence and its impotence, the reaction- 
ary import of its politics, the venality of its leaders. 
What other conditions are needed for the development 
of the Communist party? And yet, after the first 
few years of significant successes, German Communism 
entered into an era of vacillations, zigzags, alternating 
turns to opportunism and adventurism. The centrist 
bureaucracy has systematically weakened the proletar- 
ian vanguard and prevented it from bringing the class 
under its leadership. Therewith, it has robbed the 
proletariat as a whole of the possibility of drawing 
under its direction the oppressed masses of the petty 
bourgeoisie. The Stalinist bureaucracy bears the 
direct and immediate responsibility for the growth of 
Fascism before the proletarian vanguard. 
psinkipo, August 4, 1932. L. Trotsky. 
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Will The Militant continue to appear 
regularly? Tha.t i-i the question which 
looms before us and which we pass on 
to our- readers and supporter's. The con- 
ditions imposed upon us give us no other 
choice. 

We sounded the alarm when the Stalin- 
ist bureaucrats attempted to incite a 
pogrom campaign against us, based upon 
its frame-up murder charge. Wo could 
pursue no other course than to ask for 
your help in the additional needs as well 
as the additional difficulties which this 
situation imposed. 

As you ure being informed elsewhere 
In the.-e columns, sum.' New York's 

capitalist papers, and their near relative, 
the Jewish Daily Forward, took the 
frame-up charge at face value for the 
purpose of utilising it against the Com- 
munist movement as a whole. Also the 
New York police department lias taken 
the tip from the Stalinist leaders 
are being investigated. 

At the outset we can say very confid- 
ently that the frame-up charge will not 
stick, nor will serious party member's or 
Communist workers believe it. But in 
an indirect sense It can well be utilized 
as a starting point for serious interfer- 



We 



fully live up fo the confidence which you 
have reposed in our movement. But let 
us now hear from you. Send your con- 
tributions speedily to The Militant at 
S4 Kast 10th Street, New York, N. Y. 



Stalinists Reject 
Offer of Help 



CHICAGO,- 



Communist League Greets New 
Progressive Miners Union 



The Communist League of America. If tin* new union is to fulfill the great 
(Opposition) greets the formation of the tasks thai confront it, it is neeessary 



"Progressive Miners of America." It re- 
presents a serious step forward for the 
American working class and one which 
is destined to mark the beginning of a 
new chapter, not only for unionism In 



Following the Communist Party Cen-j the mine fields, but for trade unionism as 
tral Committee's appeal in the Daily a whole. 

Worker of August IStli. the Chicago Th( , il( . tUln taken at Gillespie, ill., on 
Branch of the Left Opposition sent the Septt , ra]per i, by the 'J?;! delegates, re- 
f olio wing letter to the District Campaign |, rewll n n g 35,000 miners, in laying down 
Committee. This letter is self-expiami- a foundation and building a framework 
tor j- : ; for the new union was made inevitable 

Dear Comrades : | by the progress of developments. That 

The Chicago liranch of the Left Opposi- action was correct and will be but more 
tion has discussed the appeal of the fully justified by future history. It can 
Central Committee, C. 1'. V. S. A., which liecome an enormous aid to the working 
appeared In the August 18th issue of the class in the serious striates which it 
Daily Worker, regarding the danger of is about to face. It opens up the road 
the party not getting on the ballot in to unity of action and final unification 
various districts through the lack of with the National Miners Union, the 
Aware that this danger e\.\ West Virginia Miners Cnion and with the 



... signatures. .- ..-. . - . 

ence In the activities of the movement byt fsts i„ this district, we made the follow-, other similar miners sections who have 
the enemies of Communism. This we] jm» decisions: 
must be prepared to fight. In this con. 



nection you will all understand the enor- 
mously important role which the con- 
tinued existence of The Militant will 
play. 

Its existence is not at all secured. AS 
a matter of fact the recent delays In 
its appearance were caused by shortage 
of funds and In several instances we 
have feared that a suspension would be- 
come unavoidable. YW, in the present 
situation, not only in respect to the at- 
tacks upon us, but also because of the 
growing intensity of the class struggle, 
as attested to by the Illinois miners 
struggle, we must get out more material 
and the scojie of our activity Is increas- 
ing. The Militant has an increasingly 
important duty to perform. We are now 
sending large supplies to the Illinois coal 
fields and we afe issuing more leaflets. 
We. have sent a couple of young com- 
rades, organizers to Illinois. Our tasks 
are growing but our means are entirely 
too small. 

The continued existence of The Militant 
U endangered. It must be secured. Hence 
our appeal to you. We have received 
some response to our appeal but it is 
.entirely insufficient so far. We ask you, 
•every reader of The Militant, to do your 
bit. ' We think it Is a duty on your part. 
We can assure you that we shall leave 
no stone unturned at our <>iid to faith- 



broken witli the past corrupt practices 
1 That we immediately secure the' and are attempting to eradicate the trail 
necessary material and involve our rnern- 1 of wreckage and treason i*erpetrated by 
l«*rs and sympathizers in the collection of the olticial clique in control of the rem. 
signatures. 



nants of the l.\ M. W. of A. Pursuing 



2. To put at the disposal of the Dis-; this course the road will be open for the 
trict Campaign Committee all of our building of a powerful miners' union, na- 



nion 

Raise Struggle to New Height 

National Unity -- Aim of Militant Illinois Body 



speakers who shall be ready at all times r tonal in scope, militant in make-up and 

to speak on street corners, at indoor solidly lodged on a class 

meetings, or go before labor organizn- Such a course in obligatory 

tlous to solicit support for the party militant miners. 

campaign. 



foundation, 
upon the 
There should be no 



immediately to take the following steps: 

1. Flying in the face of the disastr- 
ous, reactionary tradition of class colla- 
boration under Lewis and Walker, the 
new union should base itself frankly and 
solidly upon the recognition of the ela^s 
strttggle and the practical program of 
action which flows from it. 

2. The new union must break funda- 
mentally with ail forms of 
particularly by establishing in its own 
ranks the most democratic procedure 
compatible with union organization. To 
prevent the formation of a reactionary 
bureaucracy, the new union ougJit to be 
based from the start ui>oii rank and tile 
control of the movement. 

:i. The new union must he imbued 
with the knowledge that it cannot solve 
thlc problems even of the Illinois miners 
by confining itself to a district scale. 
Tin; miners' problems are nation-wide in 
scope; their organization must corre- 
spond to this fact. Consequently, the 
Illinois union should promptly endeavor 
to associate into one big national union 
all the militant, progressive, radical and 
independent miners groups and unions 
now in existence throughout the land. 

4. All tendencies f n tilrt with such 
out-and-out reactionary forces as Lewis 
or 1 Walker, or with such unreliable 
propj who play the game of the reac- 



. doubt that the "Progressive Miners of i tioiiaries, like Muste, Howat, Edmundson 
3." To take part in all phases of activ-' America" will know how to advance sure- J and their like have to be sternly resisted 
[Continued on page 4} . ly ">"l steadily along that road. j (Continued on page 2) 



Thirty-seven thousand Illinois coal 
miners assembled in extraordinary ses- 
sion voted to secede from the United 
Mine Workers of America and organized 
the PROGRESSIVE JI1NEHS Ol'' AM- 
ERICA. It was a dramatic moment in 
the deliberations of the >tate wide con- 
ference when (Jercy AHurd, secretary of 
the Policy Committee, made his report in 
behalf of the committee. He concluded 
his report by a tersely written statement 
analyzing the coal industry, the Lewis- 
Walker misleaders with their "machine 
Lewi'sism gua c<>lltract " :lIid "'dieting these offi- 
'jCiuN on live basic counts. Allard slow- 
ly read the recommendations of the 
Policy Committee: 

■'We propose that a definite break 
wifh the officers of the Coiled Mine 
Workers of America be immediately 
carried out and that we proceed at 
once to set up an apparatus for the 
ijormatiou of a new auioij,"' 
Tile c-onchue broke into a spontaneous 
outburst of applause and by unanimous 
vote of the conference the recommenda- 
tions of the policy committee were ad- 
opted. The decision of the 273 delegates 
was the only constructive way out. They 
hud exhausted ail other recourse. 

The above mentioned recommendations 
were the same made by the members 
of the I*ft Opposition at the St. Louis 
convention of last year. K vents had 
strongly confirmed the perspective of the 
Left. Opposition, which had been turned 
down by the Party bureaucracy and 
Muste elements who were in control of 
the convention. 
The complete recommendations of tiie 



British Left Comes Out Openly in Fight for Leninist Policy 



The great historic events shaking onr i»t Party and constituting one of the gee of a new world war: 

. . . J . I -■ *.t .- *.-* ,.Y.-i % i, itin T Jll%v1 Olt *1 Tf ■ m il ^imi/, .^ vn .-. + r.l.il," fill 



plane! these days do not remain without 
IHeir effects on the cadre- of the Com- 
munist International. Everywhere in 
the world party of Communism, the 
militant, coast-lent ion*, Left wing ele- 
ments are coming to the fore, alarmed 
by the discrepancy between the objective 
situation and the lethargy of the leader- 
ship, pressing forward along the road 
of the Left Opposition. 

Among the latest of these movements 
within the Comintern is the struggle of 
the well-known "Balham Croup", a 
group long active in the very forefront 
of the struggles of the British Commun- 



Police Act on Stalinist Frame-Up 



As we go to press, word has corae 
from the authorities demanding 
the appearance of Hugo Oehler, or. 
ganizer of the New l'ork Branch of 
the Communist League of America 
(Opposition) and Tom Stamm, 
chairman of the open air meeting 
on August 20th before the District 
Attorney! All workers, attention— 
be on your guard! Communist 
Workers, members of the party, 
make your voices heard now! 



The shameless and unexampled frame- 
wp of the Stalinist bureaucracy against 
the Left Opposition has reached a new 
stage of abominations! The Stalinists, 
campaign ha* been picked up by the pol- sentful of the disgrace the bureaucracy 



who claim to belong to the revolution- 
ary camp? 

Only desperate bankrupts can act the 
way the American Stalinists are acting. 
Their whole utter impotence is revealed 
in thE-i procedure. 

They fear the threatening voice of 
the Communist rank and die, they fear 
to come before the revolutionary working 
class with their scandalous accusations, 
they fear to face the Leninist Left Op 
position in the open ! 

Rank and File Aroused 

But the Communist rank and file, the 
revolutionary workers will not permit 
this outrage to remain veiled in the dark. 
They will not stomach It. The party 
ranks are already as tir, bitter and re- 



ice and is being used against the Bolshe- 
vik -Leninists 1 

We have pointed out in a previous is- 
sue that the dastardly and demagogic 



is heaping upon the party. 



decisive party nuclei in the London dis- 
trict. The group at Balham has recently 
come to clashes with the bureaucracy un- 
der Pollitt over the Question of the at- 
titude of the Stalin regime toward the 
pacifist antiwar congress of the petty 
bourgeois intellectuals headed by Rolland- 
Barbusse as well as on the Germaa. 
question. The Pollttts have retaliated 
with an ■■■Ideologic)*, I" campaign which 
begins with the expulsion of the out- 
standing comrades of the Balham Group I 

These tried and tested methods of the 
Stalinist bureaucracy have proved of no 
avail in the past, they will help even lets 
In the future. The Leninist ideas wiil 
not be suppressed ! .Nothing can stop 
their victory. We greet our British com- 
rades as fellow lighters and extend onr 
hands to them in international solidar- 
ity. Their tight Is our light. In spite 
of the bureaucracy, in spite of ail Its 
headless and desi«eraite tactics against 
the Left. The Bolshevik-Leninists wilt 
not be deterred. Together, we will re- 
double our offensive! 

The declaration of the Balham com. 
rades follows below : 
TO Ollli COMRADES IN TUB CoM- 
MCN1ST I'AHTY FROM TUB 

"LIQI'IMATEIV BALHAM GKOI'P 

Dear Comrades: 

"No other party or working class or- 
ganization provides such opportunity of 
full and open discussion by all worker-s." 
With these words the Party pre-congress 
discussion was opened in last Honda)"" 
Daily Worker. 

Two days Inter the London Disfrkt 
Party Committee "liquidated" the Bal- 
ham Group; expelled Reg Groves and 
Harry Wicks, and suspended Henry 
Kara. The principal charge against the 
croup and against these comrades is that 
of "Opposing the line of the Party in re- 



the lives of 
millions are at stake. Full and serious 
consideration of every stage of the strug- 
gle against war is imperative. Yet the 
criticism of this Congress advanced by 
this group hits been refused publication, 
and even our right to voice such critic- 
ism denied. Because we maintain this 
.right tihe.1 1 attempt to difive us from 
the party. 

On the .Anti-War Congress 
This World Anti-War Congress has 
been convened by Barbusse — the advocate 
of fusion between Amsterdam and the 
Comintern, and Holland, the devotee of 
Ghitndi. Around these two have gather- 
ed intellectuals, pacifists and Left so- 
cialists, th'e parior defenders of the 
I,'. K. S. It. To seek allies among the 
most sincere and courageous of the petty 
bourgeois pacifists is one thiug; to en- 
trust to them tlte leadership of the strug- 
gle against war, is quit* another. Yet 
this is what Pollitt, by signing the mani- 
festo, 'has declared the Party agrees to 
do. Our group holds that the first task 
of the party is to build the workers' uni- 
ted front against war ; for upon the in- 
ternational proletariat rests the defense 
of the XL H. X. it. A world anti-war 
congress must be a workers' congress 
Initiated by the Comintern with the aim 
ol' bringing to our side the masses of the 
workers now organized under the banner 
of the Second International. But the 



to the march of events in Germany. 
There are s'JIl no lealiets. no pamphlets, 
tio solidarity meetings on this question. 

On these and oilier issues we feel 
that we are justified in breaking the ban 
on real discussion. The falling party 
membership, the declining Daily Worker 
circulation, the absence of Minority 
Movement influence, proves a real dis- 
cussion to be imperative. By discussion 
we mean, not formal acknowledgments of 
the correctness of the party line, but a 
critical examination of the line, and par 1 , 
ticularly of its operation during the Iat- 
(Continued on page 3) 



Policy committee were accepted reading 
as follows : 

• * a • 

THE REPORT OF POLICY COMMIT- 
TEE ELECTED AT GILLESPIE CON- 
FERENCE SEPTEMBER I, 1933 

The crisis confronting unionism in the 
mining industry of Illinois makes it im- 
perative that wo assemble In a rank and 
Hie conference to solve the problems con- 
fronting us. The problem confronting us 
today, is whether unionism will continue 
to function in the mining industry of 
III., or whether the last remnants will 
bo dominated and controlled by the Lewis- 
Walker forces acting as agents of thte 
coal operators. 

Our industry, is indeed, in one deplor- 
able situation, rnempioyment, mechani- 
zation, substitution of coal by other fuel 
along with other general and particular 
conditions present the coal iudustry as 
the most chaotic one in our whole eco- 
nomic system. The far reaching nature 
of the present economic crisis forcefully 
pictures to us that the future for those 
who depend on the coal inkling Indus- 
try is one that will mean the continua- 
tion of untold misery and destitution 
that has prevailed in our industry for 
over a decade. 

Our once powerful U. M. W. of A. 
has for over 42 years championed the 
cause of the downtrodden miners of the 
laud. Since Lewis has come into power 
our union has steadily disintegrated due 
to the erroneous and betraying policies ea- 
uneiated by this despot who has bent all 
his efforts to the complete destruction 
of militant unionism in the coal mining 
Industry. The history of the U. M. W. 
of A. under the Lewis-Fa rrington- Walker 
regime has been one of healthy devoted, 
self sacrificing struggle on the part of 
the rank and file, and on the other hand 
the most treacherous betrayals ever ex- 
perienced in the labor movement. The 
mistakes and surrenders of our officials 
since 1010 are facts known to every mine 
worker throughout (he whole jurisdiction 
of our organization. 

The latest betrayals in Wyoming, In- 
diana, Illinois the policy of out-scabbing 
the scabs in West Virginia, the stifling 
of real unionist policies in the anthrac- 
ite, is the continuation of a whole series 
of betrayals, that has wrecked our or- 
ganization in every important field ex- 
cepting Indiana and Illinois. Only heroic 
methods on the part of the rank and 
(Continued on page 2) 
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The paet week has marked several ag. ance olt tne ft oE tne b 

gressive steps of the German bourgeoisie clm in one form or another, but o? 

on the fore gn front The pronuncia- po *. tion of large aectfons Qf ^ £ 

mentos- of A on Schleicher with regard to ance capital as well. On the other hand 



The Communist workers are protest- 
ing within the party organizations. L'n- 

auc ii.... - fortunately some, disgusted with the , 

agitation of the Daily Woriier of August wljole ^m-rllou* affair, arc simply ans-' 1 ** 1011 to the World *»«•«««■ Congress. 

23 and 24 against the Iirft Opnoattton, wering with their feet -leaving the Demanded Party Congress 

and the charges made therein that the ( jm . fy _ As part of our group work we have 

Communist League is responsible for the! of 1)art i c „ mi . interest is the unrest in 

tragic deaths of the workers Semen and t]le revolutionary ranks in the very sec- 

Krasiuk, victims of the Avenue A and | tlon in wh , ch ([le traj , i( , j llcWent o( Sat . 

Seventh St. Incident, could not be inter- m . Aai% August 20th occurred. In the L T n- 

preted as anything but a provocation. employed Council controlled by the party 
This past week there have been three and situated there, three 4 comrades have 

investigations by the police at onr Na- resigned from the Executive in protest 

against the Stalinist frame-up against 
us! 
The comrades tell us that 



tional Office. The investigating officers 
themselves openly stated that they had 



come after receiving information in the 
form of a leaflet and verbally at the 
headquarters of the Downtown Section 
of the Communist party! This Is to 
what the degenerate Stalinist-? have 
stooped— 

The Left Opposition has asked for a 
working class hearing on the hair-raising 
charges brought by the Stalinist leaders 
of the official Communist party. against it. 
They refuse to answer. But the police 
answered. 

Pogrom Fails but Police Act 

Their pogrom scheme, their scheme of 
inciting the Left wing and party work- 
ers has failed miserably. But from this 
a new and more disgraceful stage has de- 
veloped, the stage of police investiga- 
tion. Such are the results to date. Can 
anything more outrageous, can anything 
more damnable be imagined of people 



the sym- 



the military plans and ambition, of the (ney fal that they have amassed greai 
Junker government have created quite a po wer and they are disinclined tTsquan- 
stir among the world powers. Nevcrthe- „„ u reck]e 4 ly . Th( , v ^J^Z™ 
leas, the reaction against Von Schleicher's 

ront tram the top. on a pacifist slogan] a gg res3 h-eness has not been too sharp. 

f -.resistance to war." . „ u mng takon ^ cepallj . as an a „ em t 

tor this anti-war campaign our Party ftt bareainhn.' hv the Germn,, ™m, n .v,i„ 



present Congress is ft.ased upon a united hese, the reaction against Von Schleicher's 
front ' "■- -— — - — '"-■ -' ' 



is distributing, not the message of Uenin 
but the Holland -Barb usse appeal. The 



at bargaining by the German monopoly 
capitalists. The Heich imperialists na- 
, , , . turaily figure on propping up their mlli- 

message of these two conveners of tae |tal . y world p^t^ whlle the Nituatton 
Congress invoking the aid of all classes ih most favorable &r thera> 
—this pacifist pot.son.gas — is distributed i _ »,,,,..„ 

to workers by Communists all over Bri- [ Temporary Neutralization of 



tain. Congress social-pat riots are given 
advertisement a« genuine anti-war fight- 
ers ; and new victims are thus taught 
to trust old and proven traitors. Pollitt 
appears united with Maude Royden and 
all th'e other peace time war resisters. 



discussed such vital issues as the German 
position, the anti-war campaign and the 

state of our party; we have reached For the *•** of '■unity" with paciflets 
conclusions and have fought for them w™™. Humbug* and politicians, 
» a group. We have for some long Lo,,1, ' s ™^ of ^'ing war is pushed 

out of sight. For appealing to Lenin's 



i pit thy of workers in that section is ris- 
i ing for us and that no worker, who has 
seen us in action there, wants to believe 
the Stalinist slanders against the Left 
Opposition nor accept Kheir appelation 
of "counter-revolutionaries." 

Demand Open Workers' Hearing! 
Let the workers speak. The Commun- 
ist League (Opposition) is ready to ans- 
wer for itself before them. Let the 
Stalinists give up their disgusting game 
ami bring their charges against us be- 
fore the workers. Let the worker's judge! 
We reiterate here our challenge to the' 
party leadership, to the T. U. U. L. and 
I. L. I), to appear at a public hearing to- 
gether with us, to leave the ease for 'the 
workers at large to decide. 

Let the miserable Stalinists answer 
or admit their frame-up! 



time urged the opening of a party dls. ,..,,,. , „ . 

cussion and the holding of the long over- ™ ,,,od against Holland and Barbusse at 

due party Congress. Now that the dis-l hla f ' rae ' °? ,he ev e of war the Bal- 

cussion has been opened, and the party lialn Grou " 1S ijuuidated and its point of 

Congress fixed for October, the Balham v, * w s"I>l>ressed. 

Group has been "liquidated", and itsj 0l1 Germany 

leading members expelled and suspended. While this criminal farce at Araster- 

"Free and Full Discussion" — dam is described as the fight against 

Phrase and Fact | war, the actual danger grows greater. 

What a contrast of words with deeds! The growth of Fascism in Germany men- 

Beassuring phrases about " full free and aces the existence of the party and the 



organizations and brings Ger- 
a n ti- Soviet bloc. 



o**en discussion," but drastic action workers' 
against those who advance serious erit- many nearer to the 
icism of the party's policy. The great, What happens in Germany will decide for 
tradition of Bolshevism, the method of years ahead the fate of the European 
Lenin— that of open discussion precod- workers. Our group discussed the Ger. 
Ing party decision— is being replaced by ma« situation, organized, through the 
orders from above, phrase-mouthing and local anti-war committee, solidarity meet- 
bnreancratic stifling of criticism. Bu-}in.as; demanded discussion throughout 
reaucracy has already weakened our. the party, and a wtde campaign amongst 
Party: If persisted in, it will smother ( British workers. But the party remain- 
real Congress discussion and prevent our 1 , ed silent on the German events. Not utt- 
party achieving the clarity necessary for til the von.Papen coup d'Etat in July 
struggle. | did the party move; and then It only hur- 

On out position to the World Anti-War rledly organized week-end meetings. 
Congress we stand firm. There is dan. 1 EVen today the party fails to respond 



Social Forces 

The temporary neutralization of the 
social forces in the country— wording 
class versus Fascism — has lent the Junk- 
ers a certain balance, which they Intend 
to exploit in their negotiations for eon- 
cessions from the other governments. To 
be sure, the main aim of the German 
bourgeoisie remains the same ; In the 
words of Schleicher— first of ail to "set- 
tle accounts with the internal 8clmein«- 
hnnd"— that is, with their working class 
enemy. 

The capitalist class of Germany knows 
full well that to settle accounts with 
its proletariat, it will be immediately 
dependent upon its basis of mass sup- 
port: the Nazi movement. And here too, 



recklessly. They prefer to hold 
out In all readiness -until the big bour- 
geoisie sees itself forced to resort to 
them. And of that they can be quite 
sure. 

In the meantime, the National Social- 
ist are counteracting the attempts of 
monopoly capital at wringing conces- 
sions from them, by parliamentary horse- 
trades with the Catholic Center Hitler 
announces very boldly that he will unite 
with any other party in votes of non- 
confidence against the present government 
and that he will not be stopped by ever 
so many conneeutlve dissolutions of the" 
Reichstag. But behind tho scenes, nego- 
tiations have already been set afoot to 
receive government support for the full 
assumption of power by the Nazis in 
the provinces of Prussia and Thuringia,. 
Domestic Actions of Von Papen 

The Von Tapen government, in addi- 
tion to its drastic measures in external 
policy, is also forging ahead with its re- 
actionary program on the domestic front. 
There are definite rumors abroad of the 
complete abrogation of the Weimar con- 
stitution. The voting age is to be raised 



the. Hitler 
a bargain 



capitalism is trying to force concessions. 1 to zi years. An upper-and-lower house 

.i>, ", llme f^K*™ "P «s political system is to be instituted. Vote by tic- 

„_. ,. .. ^ basefl on proport'Qj^i representation 

is to lie replaced by vote for persons, etc. 
On the industrial front, "labor service 
duty" or compulsory labor is to be intro- 
duced. All this with the active colla- 
boration of the social democracy and the 
reformist trade union leaders of the 
A. D. B. G. (The German General Labor 
Confederation). Tiie reformist leaders of 
the "Iron Front" are utilizing the con- 
flict between the Junkers and the Nazis 
to spread new dangerous illusions among 
the masses about the possibility of de- 
feating the Fascists with tne cooperation 
of thtf Von Papen government. 
(Continued on page 2) 



independence entirely to 
rorces. It wants to strike 
with them. Hence we witness a situa- 
tion in which the big bourgeoisie, while 
denying full government power to the 
Fascists, nevertheless stoops to some of 
their most onfraseous demands. Thus, 
for instance, in tile case of the five Nazi 
murderef.s of file worker Piezcuck, whose 
death verdict has been commuted to life 
Imprisonment. 

The Maneuvers of the Hitlerites 
The Hitlerites, for their part, are con- 
tent to wait. They realize that a direct 
and violent attack at the present time 
would incur, not only tremendous resist- 
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New Coal Miners* Union Organized 



(Continued from page 1) 
file will preserve the lust basis of un- 
ionism in the bit ominous fields. 

Io our district no agitation is neces- 
sary to convey to the membership the 
savagery, the terrorism and murder that 
have prevailed, as the methods of our 
high salaried officials in the attempt to 
force a wage cut, and sacrifice 
every important condition ever derived 
thru long years of bitter struggle. 

Our international and district officials 
utand indicted ou the following counts in 
direct violation of the oath of obliga- 
tion, and the constitution of the U. M. W. 

of A.: 

Refusal to adhere to ihc majority 
decision of the membership. 
'Refusal to carry out flic mandates 
of the district convention. 
Discrimination against foreign born 
members of oar Union. 
The outright robbery of the refer- 
endum vote ou the Wage Scale. 
Use of gangsters, police, sheriffs, 
state highway patrolmen, and all 
agencies of force and oppression, 
in murdering and terrorizing loyal 
members of U. M. W. of A. 
Every method of discussion and per- 
suasion has been exhausted in our honor- 
able struggle to present our grievances 
within the organization. 



1. 



2. 



3. 



4. 



5. 



cers of our Union decide otherwise. 
X. 

We recommend that Pit Committees 
and Local unions settle all disputes on 
the basis of the contract. In the event, 
that it is agreed by both sides to refer 
the matter to higher tribunal; tnat two 
members of the district board of our 
union and two members of the coal op- 
erators association meet to decide any 
controversial matters. 

The Salting l'p of an Apparatus 

The conference proceeded then to com- 
plete its task in setting up of an appar- 
atus of provisional officers to take care 
of the new union until n constitutional 
convention be held. The date set for 
the convention will be October S, at 
Gillespie. There the complete program 
of the PROGRESSIVE MINERS OF AM- 
ERICA will be set up. In the meantime 
a program of severing all relations with 
the United Mine Workers of America is 
to be carried out. Injunctions, legal 
tangles and law suits make it impera- 
tive that certain preliminary steps be 
taken for the establishment of the new 
order. 

Claud Pearcy, of Gillespie, Tim Jones 
of Taylorville and Willian Keck, of 
Helloville were elected by acclamation 
ftir the positions of President, Vice- 
President and Secretary -Treasurer re- 
These officers are to serve 



ing leaders of the struggle. 

The Communist Party, issued a state- 
ment attacking the conference and the 
leaders of the movement. Especially levy- 
ing th'eir attacks of Gerry Allard, Pat 
Ansbury and Joe Goett. These three min- 
er- have been fn the forefront of the 
struggle, fighting shoulder to shoulder 
with the rest of the brothers under ter- 
rific strain. Joe Goett was former pro- 
visional president of the Illinois miners 
appointed by John I, Lewi- His record 
is not of (he best character. Yet he 
severed bis relations in the Lewis ad- 
ministration and lias' been instrumental 
in solidifying the strike in the Peoria 
district which is now 100?: on strike. 
He nnhesitantly endorsed the idea of a 
new union, Goett was in a position fo 
center the most conservative elements 
around him and split the conference, but 
he refused to do this. What his future 
policies may be is difficult to determine 
at this time. However, it must be i*e- 
cognized ttiat he was elected by his mem- 
bership to attend this convention, and 
for over two years now he has been in 
the mines loading coal, ile can only be, 
classed as a rank and filer. 

Party Leaders Negotiate Secretly 
But Denounce Publicly 



struggle. He Is a militant trade unionist 
with a clean cut record. He enjoys the 
confidence of the broad section of the 
rank and file". He ha3 for over a year 
cooperated with the Party In fighting the 
Criminal Syndicalist cases In Franklin 
County. The Communist Party has ex- 
pressed confidence in him personally ou 
more than one occasion. Several times 
leaders of the Party have conferred with 
him on the Illinois miners struggle. The 
main attack of the Party against him 
is the fact that he is a close personal 
and political associate of Gerry Allard, 
The Party has asked him to sev^r rela- 
tions with Allard, but he has steadfastly 
refused to do so claiming that the Party 
was wrong in its policies in the mine 
struggle and that the policy of Allard's 
group were morV applicable to the situa- 
tion. At the present time a groat price 
has liicn placed ou his head by the en- 
uaics of Hie Illinois coal miners. He is 
msnhite. resourceful and a dynamic fig- 
ure, but his main weaknesses He in the 
lack of theoretical understanding having 
only been active in the labor movement 
for t\ra years. During the rank and file 
: movement of :i year ago he was a victim, 
' losing his job at the mines and faced 
courageously deportation charges of the 
Federal government at the instigation of 
John L. Lewis' brother who is an agent 



CLA. Hails New Union 



(Continued from page 1) 

if the new movement is not to sink into 
a state of paralysis and finally be ren- 
dered impotent like so many rebel move- 
ments before it. 

This was the direction clearly indic- 
ated by the Left Opposition and by its 
members and supporters actively engag- 
ed in the Illinois movement over a per- 
iod of time. At the convention in St. 
Louis of last year our members recom- 
mended the building of a new union and 
a program of unity of action. It was 
rejected then by the Musteites in control 
of the convention, as well as by the Com- 
munist Party leadership who boycotted 
the convention. Our members continued 
their iijrht within the movement. And 
the correctness of I be direction which 
we recommended then has now, in its 
first step, become vindicated not Only 
by theoretical conclusion but a*o by 
the realities of the class struggle. 

THE Fl TTRE PATH OF 

THE ILLINOIS MINERS 

The sterling fighters of the Illinois coal 
fields, the thousands of miners who have 
proven themselves as worthy upholders 



J of ihe department of justice. All through of the early splendid traditions of the 
| the convention he pursued a correct line miners' union, have accepted this as 
i of struggle against the operators and the their direct io i of travel. The road is ai- 



ramn me uigmuwuuu. . s . JL , crive!v 'j 

We have petitioned for a special district, ,„.,„. j^",^. until S „ CQ , ime tnat a «_ 

ierendum vote can be held throughout 



convention, we have used every consti- 
tutional method to eradicate the destruc- 
tive forces within our union. The ans- 
wer of our officials hn^- been more terror- 
fallings-clubbings-inlimidation and whole- 
sale expulsions of the true lighters that 
weije the backbone of our organization. 
Having exhausted every method of con- 
stitutionality we have come to the con- 
clusion that an energetic program of 
Struggle must be formulated for the pre- 
servation of Unionism in the mining in- 
dustry of Illinois and for the best inter- 
eats of ail dependent on the mining in- 
dustry tor' existence. 

Realizing the responsibility that his- 
tory had placed upon us. We your 
POLICY. COMMITTEE elected by state 
wide conference held in Gillespie, III., 
Sept. 1, 1932 to which was delegated the 
task of presenting a program herewith 
wish to submit the following rV'port for 
your consideration. 
I. 
We propose that a definite break with 
the officers of the V. M. W. of A., be 
immediately carried out and we proceed 
at once to set up an apparatus for the 
formation of a new union. 
II. 
We recommend to the conference that 
the name of our new industrial Union 
shall be the PROGRESS I VK MINERS 
OF AMERICA. 

III. 
We recommend that a temporary Ex- 
ecutive Committee be selected by the 
conference Consisting of one member from 
each sub-district. Also that one tempor- 
ary Pres., one Temp. Vice Pres. and one 
temporary Secy. Treasurer be selected 
by the conference. These officials to act 
until such time that a referendum vote 
of our whole membership be held. These 
officers to serve for actual expense until 
such time that a constitutional conven- 
tion be held, or that work is resumed. 
In the event that one of the officers' mine 
resumes operation he will be paid the 
basic scale and expenses until constitu- 
tional convention decides otherwise. Re- 
ferendum for perhianent officers to be 
held within sixty days after constitu- 
tional convention is held. 
IV. 
We recommend that the check-off sys- 
tem be temporarily abolished until con- 
stitutional convention for further consi- 
deration of this mutter and that dues and 
assessments be paid by individual mem- 
bers to Local Union Secretary who in 
turn will give the member a badge and 
card which will be furnished to every 
member joining the PROGRESSIVE 
MINERS UNION. 

V. 
We recommend that one scale commit- 
tee member be elected by this conference 
from each sub-district to work in con- 
junction with temporary executive of- 
ficers and Temp. Officials in order to 
invite mine operators to a joint confer- 
ence for the purpose of consummating a 
contract. Representatives from the solid 
sbootim; and strip mines be elected by 
general caucus of these miners working in 
this particular class of work. We sug- 
gest that, no less than two from each 
classification be chosen as representatives. 
We recommend that an official organ, 
named the ■•pitnOHB.sSIVE MINER" be 
established and to be published weekly. 
The supervision of our Official organ, 
shall be left up to the executive Officials. 
VII. 
We recommend that pending the secur- 
ing of a wage agreement with the Ill- 
inois coal operator's, by association or 
associations, that individual operators 
desiring to operate mines will be given 
a contract signed by the officiils, as re- 
presentatives of the "PROGRESSIVE 
MINERS OF AMERICA. This agreement 
to be temporary at the wage scale and 
conditions that existed up until March 
31. 1932. It. is understood that any 
operator must include all the mines own- 
ed and controlled by him and that all 
coal operators shall grant nn equal divi- 
sion of work in all classifications of 
labor. 

VIII. 
We recommend, that an attempt be 
made to get the attorneys of the "AM- 
ERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION" to 
render legal talent for the purpose of 
collecting death funds due our deceased 
brothers and also to supply all legal 
support necessary in the course of our 
struggle, against the coal operators and 
all enemies of our movement. 

IX. 
We recommend that we have our state 
headquarters at Gillespie temporarily, 
until such time, that the executive offl- 



ine whole jurisdiction of the Progres- 
sive Miners Union. 

Joe Perona, H. V. Machlin, Edward 
Pope. .W. J. IBoberts, Thomas Cowell, 
Barney Flaherty, S. L. Jones, George Mc- 
Cleudon and Gerry Allard were elected 
Executive Board Members, also to serve 
provisionally. 

Gerry Allard, Pat Ausbury and I. O. 
Dudley were selected to attend the con- 
ference of the Canadian rank and file 
miners that is lo be held in Glace Bay, 
Novia Scotia. September IStth. The 
Novia Seotia miners pledged their whole 
hearted support, to the new movement. 

Joe Goett, Dan Magill, Andrew Steed, 
Gerry Allard and Albert O'Brien were 
elected on a committee to present the 
cause of the Illinois miners and demand- 
ing that all rights of picketing meet- 
ings, riding on the highways be guar- 
anteed. The committee will also demand 
from Ihe state authorities an investiga- 
tion of conditions in Franklin County 
where two members of the opposition fac- 
tion were murdered and hundreds wound- 
ed. 

The conference was in session for threw 
days and deliberated on ail phases of the 
mining situation. The ladies auxiliary 
were busily engaged in preparing meals 
for over TiOO miners. The spirit prevail- 
ing at the conference was perfect. Nevoi 
had ;t conference been held in the his- 
tory of the Illinois coal miners where 
men, women and the whole. populace 
were so harmonious in cooperating to 
the end of overcoming the horrible condi- 
tions that prevail throughout the mining 
fields of Illinois. 

Some Necessary Criticism 

The main weakness developed in the 
conference was the fact that the more 
capable leaders of the movement would 
not accept positions. Everyone serving 
as delegates were so deeply imbued over 
the bureaucracy that has existed in th'e 
miners union for years, that they believe 
to accept positions would make them out 
as office seekers. This was a wrong tend- 
ency. It is not too late however and it 
is hoped that a stronger leadership will 
be elected into the leading offices after 
the constitutional convention is held. 
iRank and fileism" was prevalent in the 
minds of the best of leaders. Everyone 
wanted to fight and make the greatest 
sacrifices possible to build the new union 
but tliey wanted to serve as buck pri- 
vates and on the firing lines. 

This was especially the attitudes of 
Pat Ansbury, Joe Picek, Joe Bnrrell, Joe 
Ilattueilo, .Toe Goett and other ontsfand- 



I'at Ansbury Is unquestionably one of Lewis-Walker 
the most popular leaders in the Illinois 



forces. 



—GERMINAL. 



ready emblazoned with struggles of gig- 
antic proportions, miners fighting tenac- 



Allard Answers Party Bureaucrats 



Christopher, 111. \ 

August 31, 1!«2 | 

Dear Comrades: j 

I was approached the other day foi 
the purpose of trying to come to an "ii-. 
derstuudin;; with the i>ai'ty. John Shaw,' 
organizer of the party, had a lawyer of. 
Ihe I. L. 1). from St. Louis, Irvingj 
Spencer, briny ,i nie««ago advising me 
lhal all could bo threshed out so that „ 
Ihe party and I would come fo, an un- 
derstanding. I am willing Io strengthen. 
Communism, but have become firmly con-j 
vineed that the way Io build Communism; 
is not through the bureaucrats of the 
party. The Daily Worker continues to: 
conduct'a campaign of lying, vilification.'' 



Herewith we are publishing a let- 
ter from comrade Allard which deals 
wiih the important question of our 
attitude to the official party. Its con- 
tents retlect comrade Allard's person- 
al reaction in the present, situation 
which require an answer and clarifica- 
tion. The answer we will publish in 
our next issue— Ed. 



and participated in the lirst picket lines 

were picked off by the 



vausuard of ihe 



where they 
■dieriiis. 

A lew more facts 

Allard was jn tin 
marchers. 

and the slimiest sort of publicity everi Allard worked three days and nights 

experienced by coal miners In Ihe labor, organizing the state march. 

movement. ! Albird is being bounded by killers of 

The rank and file miners arc swarming' the underworld, called by the state forces 
to the Socialist party and believe me. it the "brains'' of the present movement, 
hurts my heart to see tlii-> gang of re- Allard is now doing work in Franklin 
formists taking in the best lighters of. County where no organiser dares set 
the labor movement here. Yet. when Lfoof at ihe present time, 
speak of the Communist party, i hoy point; Allard is getting delegates from work- 
out the numerous articles attacking me! ing mines to go to the state-wide con- 
and wonder how 1 have the gall to do- ferouce at Gillespie tomorrow. Quite a 
fend them in .the face of the barrage' tail;, by the way. In the face of two 
of lies that have been leveled at my thousand dcpulies guarding Franklin 
head. ! County. 

I have made up my mind that thej ] w ni leave 't up to the miners to 
farther away the Party bureaucrats keep^ (]l . ci;ie ()ll wuo j s more devoted to Ihe 
their noses out of our affairs, (he better _ ,,,-e-enl cause. But. as far as helping a 
it will be for the labor movement. We communist party of that kind goes, well, 
will demonstrate to the labor movement , |„,iie>e that I am through. I know 
how a real miners union will be bniii in !(]at < nis does not conform exactly to 



the Cnited Stales, And the pride of j 



at! ii tide but I am caught in a 



me I o come t n t his point. The party 
and CoinmuniMit loses ground while a 
bunch of fakers and mislcadct's like the 
S. P. makes headway. . . . 



1 have only one course to pursue in -. 
this fight and that is for me and the preliminary steps for the formation 
other sympathizers fo fight for a m i)i- ■ the nniou will bo considered, 
lanl revolutionary union program and j Fraternally yours, 

for independent working class action. ' GRRIIY ALLARD. 



this achievement will be ihc fact that M ,„ V emoiit that makes it necessary for 
the rank and file coal diggers build if. 

We appreciate cooperation from real 
working class organizations. The Left 
Opposition is continuously an inspiration. 
Rut the profe-siomil liars make person- 
al issues out of our besl lighters, while 
our comrades are being murdered., jailed 
and beaten. Well, that is too much for 
mc ever to forgot. .1 could not be hon- 
est with myself and with the labor 
movement to ever forgive such crimes. 
Facts About Allan! 

A recent i>sue of the Dally Worker 
says that Allard and the Musteites civ 
very conspicuously absent from the 
picket lines and it is only Ihe pressure 
of the i-iink and tile under the leader- 
ship of the party that forces ihe fakers 
to move forward. The facts are that 
Allard and his wife were Ihe first ones 
arrested in I he Illinois miners struggle 
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lint as far as to come out and fight for 
the party as it Mauds today— that is im- 
possible. 

The Party in the Situation 

What is the party yoing to do in the 
present situation'; Thus far, they have 
not fiot one active or prominent member 
from within. The party demands hege- 
mony of the present moveent. Kven if 
the miners would give it to them, they 
would not know what to do With it. They 
push forward the N. M. II., totally dis- 
credited and dead. What part have they 
played' in bringing about the present 
movement? Nothing, excepting to de- 
nounce us from the very beginning Now, 
then, they arc the saviors and have not 
as yet denned a policy for this movement 
to pursue. They say we have no pro- 
gram and continually harp on the fact 
that we have no policy. But yet, we 
have held our own. We have made, labor 
llisloij. we have some 40.000 miners un- 
der our control and we are pushing for. 
ward a new union. 

Tomorrow's conference will have de- 
finitely Ijofore it the program for a new 
onion on (he- following basis; 

1. The building of a new industrial 
class simple union, 

2. For the national rank and 
unily of alt the miners. 

:s. Stop the check-off. 

4. Immediate negotiation with 
coal operators for rank anil file contracts, 

o. Wetting up of apparatus for na- 
tional organization. 

fi. Liquidation of Lewisism in the 
mining industry. 

7. Invitation of the West Virginia 
miners' union and the rank and file of 
the National Miners Union. 

These along wilh a number of other 

of 



file 



the 



Stalinist Bureaucrat Expelled in N. Y. 
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Some lime ago, The Militant, in dial 
inj; with the situation in the Food Work- 
ers Industrial I'nion, gave some sketch- 
es of the Stalinist bureaucrats in ils 
leadership. Among these sketches there 
wns one oi a certain Joe .Newman, a 
racketeer type sheltered by the bureau 
cracy in the cooperative camps under 
the coulol of the party. Months after 
The Militant exposed this heinous Hunky, 
the nKtriot Secretarial of His- 2, New 
Vtirk, now. at last, announces the n'- 
Itulsion of Newman — nevertheless— -olily 
Kir tilt' period of one year. 

Newman will be remembered by Mili- 
tant readers as Ihe abominable Stalinist 
functional!, who in the .summer of 1931. 
considered il proper and lit to settle a 
di.nule with a worker employed at camp 
Kitnlerland — which Ihe notorious New- 
man Wiis -running" — by eailing the 
Si ate Troopers! 

I 'pen the pressure of Ihe Left Opposi- 
tion and the rank and file of the !■'. \V. 
1. 11.. Newman was sti-iK'uded by the l,n 
rcaucr.icy lor si\ months last winter 
For six mouths — s<; as to- enable him to 
re time his abominable practices and 
obedient sen ice to the top bonnes when 
summer came around again. This time 
lie i>. being expelled for one year! line 
year in which to rehabilitate himself for 
bis regular job with I he bureaucracy 
niiie more, next summer. . . . 

I tut the foodworker's will remain at- 
tentive and vigilant — let I lie Stalinist 
leadsr-hip rcsi assured of that. Newman 
was expelled for an allegedly wretched 
piece of bureaucratic impudence and 
heedlessness, if is charged that, suspic- 
ions that some workers were absconding 
with property of the enterprise, he went 
ahead and in the most arbitrary fashion 
en! up the tires of an auto which these 
worker's had occupied; Of course, the 
workers took him io account, a little 
••caadal en>ued, the workers were clear- 
ed of the bureaucrat's unfounded susplc. 
ion and M. Newman was hauled on the 
carpet. His Stalinist protector's found the 
.situation altogether too embarrassing 
and had to "double-cross'' him; the ev 
pulsion followed, with the typical bureau 
i-ratic proviso: for one year! 

The expulsion of Bureaucrat Newman 
Jg& is undoubtedly a victory of the rank and 



tile food workers. It is only one in- 
stance in which their pressure upon the 
bureaucracy is making itself felt. But 
they must not rest contented with this. 
They must push on until final triumph 
over the bureaucrats, until their union 
and their Communist party are returned 
to Ihe Leninist palh, until workers' dem- 
ocracy once more becomes a fact in the 
Left wins organizations, until the line of 
Lenin is (irmly reestablished. ]u Ihis' 
fighi, the Left Opposition will work iir'e-| 
lesslv side by -dde with them. ! 

i'MODWOKKKItS. 



iously against the imposition of starva- 
tion wa^e-, against the capitalist lackeys 
who attempted to sell them out and 
against the open and brutal terror of 
the henchmen hi governmental positions. 
These miners have organized their fight 
with picketing on a mass seaie never 
witnessed before thus giving a militant 
birth to their new union. 

There is now a stronger basis avail- 
able than a year ago. The miners have 
gained additional experiences which will 
fortify thezn against encroachments of 
new faker combinations who will inevit- 
ably attempt to iijtten on the new move- 
ment. They will have learned to discard 
such false illusions of the past as the 
confidence given fo the Fishwick-Walker- 
Howatt combination, or to the leader- 
ship of self-styled progressives of the 
Kdmondson type. In this sense the Ill- 
inois miners must watch the leaders who 
are thrown forward today and who have 
not been tested in the Sire of struggle. 

For the Illinois miners the destiny now 
lies in their own hands. But their union 
is slill to face lis test. The serious 
struggle with the rapacious operators 
is slill ahead. So is also the case with" 
the -light to a finish with the Lewis mach- 
ine and above all the serious matter of 
future policy. 

The Illinois miners have also learned 
some valuable lessons from their experi- 
en' ■ with policy pursued by Hie official 
par. y Stalinist leadership. It pursued 
the opposite course from ours. It re- 
jet .-d the policy of a genuine united 
front oi approaching the existing inde- 
pendent miners' unions as bona fide bodies 
and of recognising the Illinois miners' 
revolts as a genuine mass movement 
even though infested in the past with 
ml -leaders. It refused to recognise any 
other union than the one over which 
it itself held mechanical control, the 
National Miners Vnion. It failed, as a 
logi/al conclusion from this course, en- 
tirely in the essential task of developing 
and organizing the Left wing within the 
fl. M. W. It boycotted and attacked re- 
volt movements which were not ready 
to aicepl its mechanical doaiiuation and 
its wrong course. As a result of this 
ihe party is today isolated from the Ill- 
inois mine fields. 
THE rOMMUMIST »L'T¥ IN 
COMING DEVELOPMENTS 

The oiganizaiion of the "Progressive 
Miners of America" and the objective 
possibilities for 1 unity in the mine fields 
imperatively demand a change in this 
false course pursued by the party lead- 
ership. It is becoming more pressing 
than ever. The Communists must be in 
the vanguard of the working class strug- 
gle; but they have the additional serious 
obligation of leading in the correct dir- 
ection. In this sense the party leader- 
ship faces a new test when the hands 
for nnity of action is extended to the 
National Miners I'nion. That hand It 
mast grasp and strive honestly "for such 
unity. 

Enormous tasks lie ahead iii the mln# 
fields. Great struggles are iiending. 
However, this is but one of the focuss- 
ing points at the moment. The workers 
elsewhere are not. exempted. The cap- 
italist rulers of the country still cher- 
ishing the hope of issuing out of the 
crisis by -shilling the whole burden on 
to Ihe shoulders of the working class 
are increasing their attacks. The Am- 
erican workers have suffered serious set- 
backs but they have not been defeated. 
A new stane of more intense struggles all 
along the line is in the making. To 
prepare for this the " experiences in the 
Illinois mine fields furnish a valuable 
lesson. That is a lesson particularly 
for the Communist party. 

Preparation fd*r these future strugges, 
which will .sure as day and night involve 
the present existing unions, demands that 
the Communists penetrate deeper into 
these unions. Every Communist must 
find his place there. Away with the 
policy of self- isolation and with all the 
rubbish of the -Third. Period". In its 
place um^f be posed fhe question of a 
genuine united front policy and of trade 
union unity. 

National Committee 

Communist League of America 

(Opposition! 



Sept. Young Spartacus Out 

The Special September International 
Youth I )aj issue of Young Sjiartactis is 
now off the press. This issue is an 8- 
p.-tsei'. Feat a fed is ;( reprint of the call 
tor the tlrsf International Youth Day ad- 
dressed to the working youth of the 
world by the Berne Conference of the 
international I'nion of Socialist Youth. 
There are also extracts from Lenin's ar- 
ticle on the "Causes of the World War", 
and Trotsky's "P:icilism in the Service of 
Imperialism." 

The September fsue also contains an 



Hitler a Von 



Papen 



New Betrayals of Social I>emocracy 
Opportunity for Communists 

The new betrayals of the social dem- 
ocracy and the temporary conflict among 
the bourgeoisie offer fhe Communists an- 
other excellent op]x>rlunity to rally the 
whole working class of IScrmany for uni- 
ted action, to prepare the proletariat for 
the deathblow against capitalism. Will 
the Oerman Communist Parly take ad- 
vantage of the situation. That depends. 

In the tlrsl place, the whole Stalinist 
I'onfusionisai of "national and social 



article on the original of International \ liberation" must be thrown overboard. 
Youth Day by Albert Olotxer. a call to Instoad of Thaelraann's dangeronslv na- 
demoustrale wtth the Young Communist , io iiali~tic "People's Revolution Against 
League. fl review of the resolution by Versailles", the German Communists 



the Y. C. 1. Io the American League by 
Joe Carter, and a report on the con ven- 



al ust use. the military formula of the 
conscious bourgeoisie — Schleicher's 
[ion of ihe Youn-.- Peoples Socialist! phra-e about "tlrsf settling accounts with 
League by comrade Gould. Cartoons and' the internal Schweiuehund"— against the 
a snappy make-up help to make the is-, capitalist foe. Now, more than ever 
sue an appealing one. j - th( , main t , nemv is .„ on% ,. K own CQUn _ 

All comrades are asked to send in their f rj -." 
orders immediately to Young Spartacus.; ,'secondlv. the German Communists 
'I here are only a limited edition on hand, must realize that il is high time to re- 
Order your copies and sec that i hey ; turn to the Leninist united front tactic 
earch your acquaintances and connec- ,„,] t0 give up the bureaucratic anima- 



tions. 



VOTE 
COMMUNIST I 



tism of the Stalinists. 

Thirdly, international solidarity must 
lie aroused in the widest possible forms, 
the Comintern must be brought into ac- 
tion. The need of the moment, is a world 
congress of the Communist Internation- 
al with the participation of the Lenin- 
ist Left Opposition. 

—SAM GORDON. 



SATURDAY, 



tf» 10. 1982 



THE MILITANT 



PAOB» 



Comrade Trotsky *s Letter to the Weisbord Group 



Comrade Weisbord : 

Your organization on its own Initiative 
has delegated yon to get an exchange of 
views on questions which separate you 
from the Anna-lean League which is the 
section of the International Opposition 
(Bolshevik-Leninists). In the course of 
several talks you have explained the op- 
inlous of your organization over the 
fundamental litigious questions. You 
have proposed that I put down in writ- 
ing my conclusions from the talks which 
we have had. In the following lines " 
shall try to do this without pretending 
in any way to exhaust the questions 
raised by you. 

1. I am inclined to consider as the 
most important the question of the 
Labor Party". Here it is a question of 
the essential Instrument or the proletar- 
ian revolution. Every lack of clarity 
or ambiguity on that question is pern- 
icious. The ideas developed by you for 
the defence of the slogan of the "Labor 
Party" I have criticized, in a special 
document which I have given you. Here 
I .deem It necessary to add only several 
words. 

On the question of the Labor Party 
your' organization is very near to the 
position of Lovestone which Is notorious, 
ly opportunistic. The Loves tone group 
Is consistent in -its dental of the inde- 
pendent historic role of the Communist 
Party. That group approves up to today 
the policy of the Comintern in regard to 
the Kuo Min Tans and the British Trade 
Cnions, that is to say, the capitulation in 
principle of Communism in the one case 
before the bourgeoisie and in the other 
case before the lieutenants o£ the bour- 
geoisie within the working class. 

Your group, as far as I know, con. 
acmes the politics of the Stalinists In 
China and in Great Britain but at the 
same time it accepts the slogan of the 
Labor Party. That is to say: In ttikin : 
or trying to take n Marxist position to- 
wards the past events in other coun- 
tries you take an opportunist position 
towards the future of your own coun- 
try. I believe that without a radical re- 
vision of your position in the central 
question of the party an effective rap- 
prochement between your' organization 
und the International Left Opposltino 
cannot be affected. 

2. Your group has rejected up to the 
present the definition accepted by us of 
the International 8ta;linist faction as 
Bureaucratic Centrism. You start out 
from the view that one can give the 
name 'iCentrism" only to those groupings 
which occupy the place between the of- 
ficial camp of reformism (Social-Dem- 
ocracy) and the official camp of Com. 
munism. I.' miter this purtily formalist, 
schematic, undialectieai conception of 
centrism is hidden tn fact a lack of clar- 
ity of the political position of your own 
group. You a>re concerned to efface the 
difference between tlie official party, the 
Right wing fraction (Lovestone group) 
and even the American League. This 
makes it easy for you to remain in an 
eclectic position and defend your right 
of a bloc with the Lovestone group. 

That the Lovestone group does not re- 
present a purely reformist organization 
is incontestable, but the question is In 
Its tendency and political orbit. The 
Lovestone group represents a variety of 
Itlght wing centrism which Is evolving 
from Communism to Social-Democracy. 
The German Socialist Labor Party (S. A. 
P.) which broke from the Social-Dem- 
ocracy, contains a more progressive ten- 
dency than the Brandlerites although ac- 
cording to the theoretical formulae the 
last are apparently nearer to us. Static- 
ally, the Loveston'e group, the German 
Brandlerites as well as the S. A. P. re- 
present varieties of Right-wing Centrism. 
But dynamically one is different from the 
other and It is the dynamics which de- 
cides. 

Certainly, in a number of partial 
questions, the Lovestone group has taken 
a position more correct than the official 
party but to conclude a bloc with the 
Lovestone group would mean to augment 
its general authority und by that to help 
it to fulfill its reactionary historic mis- 
sion. 

I shall not slop here to go into more 
details on the question of centrism. I 
permit myself to refer you to my last 
brochure which will soon appear in Am- 
erica (What Next?) 

Without clarity in this most essential 
question in my opinion a rapprochement 
between your fraction and the Interna- 
tional Ijoft Opposition cannot lie 
achieved. 

3. Your criticism of the American 
League starts to considerable degree 
from wrong premises (the most import- 
ant of which are given above). At the 
same time you give to your criticism a 
character so immediate, exaggerated and 
embittered that it forces us to see in you 
an ideological nuance not in the camp 
of the International Left Opposition but 
of its adversaries if not of its enemies. 
Upon the bases of criteria which are 
partly false, partly insufficient and arbi- 
trary, you deny, as I have said, the ex- 
istence of differences in principle between 
the American League, the Lovestene 
Kioup and the official party. With this 
you declare not only that the leader- 
ship of the League is classed in an op- 
portunist position but also that the In- 
ternational Left Opposition as a whole 
is absolutely incapable of distinguishing 
between Marxism and opportunism on a 
most essential question. Is It that you 
are astonished after that, that the Bol- 
shevik-Leninists demand what binds you 
to the International Left Opposition? 

4. You stress with special energy the 
necessity of active participation on the 
part of the Left Opposition in general 
in the movement and the struggle of 
the working masses. Although at the 
present stage, the X,eft Opposition is, in 
the majority of countries, a propagandist 
organization, It puts forth propaganda 
not in a sectarian but in a Marxist man- 



We are publishing herewith a letter 
by comrade Trotsky to comrade Weis- 
bord, which was written as a conclu- 
sion to discussions held between them. 
In subsequent issues we will publish 
the answer of comrade Weisbord to 
this letter and a statement by our 
National Committee In regard to this 
answer,— Ed. 



ner, that Is to say, upon the basis of 
participation in all the life o£ the pro- 
letariat. I am not able to admit that 
anyone of the leaders or of the members 
of the American League denies this prin- 
ciple. The question reduces itself to a 
great extent to the real possibility to 
which pertains also natural capacity, in- 
itiative and experience. 

Let us admit, for a minute, that the 
American League lacks this or that pos- 
sibility in muss work. I am ready to ad- 
mit that your group would be able in 
that respect to complete the work of the 
Aiift-Ticaii League. But mass work must 
be on the basis of definite principles 
and methods. Tutil the time that, in 
a number of fundamental questions a 
necessary unanimity will be attained 
disputes! on "mass work" will inevitably 
i ! emain lifeless. 

5. Above, 1 have culled the position of 
your group eclectic. By this I do not 



for its Ideas and methods it has pi&rlned 
its ranks of foreign elements. The in- 
ternational conference can and must 
start from the ideological work already 
accomplished and to fortify its results 
and to systematize them. To enter on 
the road which was proposed by your 
group would mean to make a cross over 
the past and to return to the state of 
original chaos. Of that we cannot even 
poeak. 

The Left Opposition is not a mechani- 
cal sum of vacillating groups but an in- 
ternational Traction created on the 
granite basis of the principles of Marx- 
ism. A rapprochement and a fusion 
with the International Left Opposition is 
not able to be obtained through organi- 
zational manipulations or through adven- 
turistle combinations a la Landau. I 
was giud to hear from you that your 
group has nothing in common with 
Landau and his methods. Precisely for 
this reason it is necessary to renounce 
once for all the thoughts of transform- 
ing the International Left Opposition into 
a Noah's Ark. It is necessary to choose 
another road less precipitate but more 
^rious and certain. 

Before everything you mn't keep clear- 
ly In mind that the road to the Inter- 
national Left Opposition leads through 
the American League ; a second road does 
not exist. Unification with the Ameri- 



wish at all to express any condemnation ,. ail league is possible only on the basis 
as a whole which liars the possibility of f un ity of principles and methods which 
a future rapprochement. The question is mus t be formulated theoretically and 
hetv also decided dynamically. You verified by experience, 
must openly, clearly and attentively re- 1 The best thing would be, in my opin- 
vl-e your baggage so as to take cure to itm, if you would devote a coming issue 
uncover' by that not only your manifest' f your organ to a critical revision of 
political faults but also the historical and your ideological baggagte, especially in 
principled roots of these faults. I have regard to the litigious questions. Only tho 
reacted with such warm praise to the| character of this revision [before all na- 
thesis of the Xecond Conference of the rurally its content but particularly also 
America 1 League on the Labor Part.V| Its form) can demonstrate just to what 
bec.au-.-e in this thesis there was taken 



not only a correct position hi the essence 
of the question but also there was given 
an open and courageous criticism of its 
own past. Only in this way can a rev- 
olutionary tendency assure itself serious- 
ly against a relapse. 

ti. Your group I: as raised up the 
slogan of an International conference 
with the participation of all the or- 
ganizations and groups who count them- 
selves with the Left. This way presents 
ltseif to me to be false to the roots. The 
international Left Opposition does not 
exist for the first day. In the struggle 



degree the practical steps on the side 
of unification are really ripe. 

The most important extracts of your 
article could be printed in the Interna- 
tional Bulletin a-: information material. 
Naturally thfe question will be decided by 
the American League. But all our sec- 
tions will want to be informed. Not one 
of them will demand concession in prin- 
ciple from the American League. But 
however all of them will cooperate com- 
pletely in the cause of a rapprochement 
and fusion if the existence of a common 
basis of principle will be confirmed. 

It is not necessary to say that I shall 



he very glad if your trip here and our 
discussion will contribute to the going 
oveir of your group to the camp of the 
B ols h e v Ik- Len i n ists. 

May 22, 1032. — L. TROTSKY. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
Postscript to the Letter to Comrade 

Weisbord 
For the sake of better clarity I wish 
to add some remarks : 

1. If I speak about the inadmissabil- 
ity of direct or indirect support of the 
Lovestone group or the Brandlerites in 
general I do not wish at all to say by 
that, that the^e elements could not, under 
any circumstances, find for themselves a 
piac-e in the Communist ranks. On the 
contrary : under a healthy regime of the 
Comintern the majority of the Brandler- 
ites would have executed, without doubt, 
this or that useful work. One of the 
pernicious consequences of the Stalinist 
bureaucracy consists in this that it is 
compelled by each new empiric zig-zag, 
under fear of its own collapse, to push 
out of the party its allies of yesterday. 
Zinoviev and Kameneff represent high- 
ly qualified elements. Under the regime 
of Lenin they accomplished very respon- 
sible work in spitle of their insufficiency 
which was well understood by Lenin. 
The regime of Stalin condemned Zinoviev 
anil Kameneff to political death. Vfee 
same thing can be said of Bucharir, an 'J 
many others. The ideological and mdralj 
decomposition of Radek is witness not: 
only of the fact that Radek is not made 
oi' first class material but also of the 
fact that the Stalinist regime can rely 
only upon impersonal chinovniks or mor- 
ally decomposed individuals. 

However, it is necessary to take facte, 
as they are in reality. The Brandler- 
ites chased out of the Comintern, and 
fheir worst section (the Lovestone group) 
have proved themselves condemned to 
political degeneration. Their ideological 



Opposition and the S. A. P. with its 
actual obvious centrist leadership one 
cannot even ipesi. The progressive 
tendencies within the S. A. P. can be un- 
covered only by our implacable critic- 
ism against the leadership of the S. A. 
I*, and also against the old Brandler- 
ites who are under it and who play with- 
in the S. A. P. a manifestly reactionary 
role. 

We cannot put your American Left 
Socialists at all on the same plane even 
with the Centrist leaders of the S. A. P., 
who at least have, broken with thte Social- 
Democracy. By a correct policy of the 
Communist Party, the S. A. P., before its 
disintegration, could become a precious 
auxiliary instrument for the decomposi- 
tion of Social-Democracy. As for the 
American Lett Socialists we do not have 
the least reason to distinguish them 
from Hillquit that is to say, to see in 
them anything else than agents of the 
bourgeoisie in the working class. 

3. In the question of the Labor Party 
you refer to the decision of the Fourth 
Congress. The Left Opposition stands 
entirely on the basis of the decisions of 
the first four congresses but distinguish- 
es the decisions of principles and pro- 
gram from tactical and episodic deci- 
sions. The decisions of the Fourth Con- 
gress on that question could be only a 
tactical hypothesis. After that the hypo- 
thesis was submitted to a gigantic test. 
The Left Opposition grew, in a certain 
sense, from that test. The fault of your 



English Opposition 
Expelled from Party 



' ii'.f :p consists precisely in that you ignore 
the work of the Left Opposition in this 
fundamental question. 

4. The same thing applies to the ques- 
tion of Centrism. You refer to Lenin. 
But the task does not consist to refer 
to this or that quotation ftom Lenin 
which is concerned with other times and 
other conditions, but to use correctly the 
method of Lenin. In Lenin you do not 
find, naturally, anything about bureau- 
cratic Centrism because the Stalinist 
fraction was fortned politically after the 
death of Lenin. In the struggle with 



(Continued from page 1) 

ter part of lffiil. We hold that wrong 
part;; policy and bureaucracy in th* 
party are responsible for its unsatisfac- 
tory position. 

Answer to Tiueat of Expulsion 

Unless we give up our point of view, 
we are threatened with expulsion. But 
we joined the Party believing it to be 
the only party for the workers; we Still 
think this, ami we shall bold both to 
our point of view and to the party. We 
shall not be harassed, as was Murphy, 
into desertiug the party. We shall work 
to win the membership to our point of 
view. Expulsions and "'liquidations" will 
not be the last word in this struggle. 
We shall light within the party for 1 re- 
instatement, we shall appeal to the Cen- 
tral Committee, to the party Congress, 
to the Comintern. Meanwhile, we shall 
constantly put before the party our crit- 
icisms and suggestions, and shall— in 
this area — keep a working for Com- 
munism and for the parly, side by side 
with all other party members. 

We do not want to return in order to 
"vote and keep quiet," we want to play 
our part in I he struggle against wrong 
policy, against bureaucracy, and for the 
correct policy essentia! for Communist 
work for the revolution. Only by Strug- 
gle can rhe party be changed from a 
paper-distributing, phrase- mouthing, re- 
solution-passing machine, info a live and 
vigorous section of rhe International. 
We want to lielp with this job. We ask 
you. comrades, to demand our reinstate- 
ment as a group. 

We are, comrades, yours fi eternally, 



resources are zero. 



not and cannot have As an independent 
group they are capable only of bringing 
confusion and decomposition. The 
sooner they will be liquidated the bet- 
ler. H'hk-h part of them will be trans- 
formed by this into Stalinist chinoujkfl 
and which into Social -Democrats is a 
matter of indifference. 

2. The remark made above that the 
K. A. P. elements ar"e more progressive 
than the Brandlerites must in no case be 
submitted to an enlarged interpretation. 
About a political bloc between the Left 



Masses they have this fraction, the International Left Op- 
position grew. Also in this question, you 



ignore its critical activity. 

7>. I do not wish to say at all that 
your group defended in the past the un- 
worthy methods of the Landau group. 
However, you are In error in thinking 
that this question is an internal question 
of the Left Opposition. The Left Op- 
position does not have and cannot .have 
anything in common with the Landau 
group nor with those who support that 
group. 

May 24, 1932. — L. TROTSKY". 



Unemployed Activity in Retrospect 



(Continued from last issue) 

We do not mean to create the impres- 
sion that it is Incorrect to light for these 
demands wherever they are issues. But 
by an almost exclusive concentration on 
these demands the larger objectives of the 
movement are lost sight of and these 
demands do not become steps leading to- 
ward thv development of class conscious- 
ness and the raising of the struggle to 
a higher plane, but ends in themselves. 
They become reformist, opportunist de- 
mand". And they sow confusion in the 
minds of the workers by wiping out the 
essential differences between the revolu- 
tionary -Communist program, and the 
Socialist and other reformist programs. 
This can best be seen from the text 
itself. The program is based on 
recognition of the fact that those who 
own and control the wealth and govern 
ment are willing to allow millions to 
suffer hunger and want in order that 
their great wealth shall not be drawn on 
for relief." (Emphasis in the original). 
"The Unemployed Councils are the organs 
for the determined, uncompromising 
struggle against all who are responsible 
for and all who assist in imposing upon 
the workers the miseries that result from 
mass unemployment." Again: "In the 
effort to safeguard the masses from the 
effects of unemployment the Unemploy- 
ment Councils organize and conduct the 
daily struggle — — " 

It Is in keeping that such "theoretical" 
opportunism should, find its counterpart 
in the schema of fighting methods. Un- 
der the heading. How to Formulate and 
Fight for Immediate Demands, there is 
to be found the following axiom of op- 
portunism; 'It should be obvious that if 
we constantly appear in a given relief 
agency to dispute over the contents of 
every basket— the authorities will soon 
find it more convenient and safer to 
grant the demand for cash relief or more 
adequate relief as the case may be." 
(Emphasis in the original). 

What working class content do these 
formulations and methods have? What 
is there In them to which a well-mean- 
ing, Christian clergyman cannot sub- 
scribe? Have the Stalinist authors of 
the program, like the Socialist Party, for- 
gotten the class struggle? Who are the 
"all" who are responsible for mass un- 
employment? This is degeneration to 
liberalism. It makes of the occasional 
militant phraseology of the program a 
ghastly masquerade. 
It Is true that the program lists in its 



does not motivate with figures or reason 
any more than did the T. U. U. L. re- 
solution, and "recognition and unham- 
pered trade relations with the Soviet 
Union". But they are present as window 
dressing. They are not explained In the 
text of the program, nor is their con- 
nection with the fight for relief estab- 
lished. They do not outweigh the ex- 
cessive weight laid on the fight for relief 
as an end in itself. 

The result is that no basis is establish- 
ed by the program for drawing into the 
movement the Socialist and A. F. of L. 
workers without whom no broad move- 
ment can be built. And, consequently, 
no directives are issued by the program 
to accomplish this vital task. The pro- 
gram thus makes the same blunder made 
by the T. U. V. L resolution of last 
October. It is forced to present the two 
movements as separate, and it is forced 
to pose the question of uniting the two 
movements. Its solutions are a repetl. 
tion of the solutions of the T. U. U. L. 
resolution which have been tested by 
time and found to be no solutions at all. 
In short the program does not advance 

us a single inch toward building one. Opp osi"tiou ~has 're'peatedly warned. It 
united movement of employed and unem- has (lmle more tlmn tlm£ It n3S offered 
P'oycd. J a program in place of the ideological 

But it does narrow the chasm separat- mess of porridge the Stalinists have 
ing the Communist relief program from s. er yed up. In its Open Letter to the 
the Wobbly charity — begging schemes q_ q_ or GPL'SA, issued early in 1931, 



the movement the united fronts which 
the program projects must become united 
fronts of workers sympathetic to Com- 
munism, which is to say, no united fronts 
at all. More than this, because of the 
movement's orientation on relief unem- 
ployed workers for the most part, are 
drawn into the movement and the united 
fronts will be, are composed of unem- 
ployed workers sympathetic to Commun- 
ism. The united front which begins so 
happily In the program can, in practice, 
turn out to be nothing more than an- 
other party auxiliary good for useful 
woik in demonstrations, etc. 

What remains is another milesfone on 
the road to the opportunist swamp. The 
program in practise cannot bring us 
closer to our revolutlonay goal. It 
leads in another direction. Jt will not 
serve to develop class consciousness 
through struggle because the struggle 
which it will conduct Is conducting, is 
based on reformist premises. The pro- 
gram attempts to put a programmatic 
seal on the flight to opportunism— It con- 
summates the turn initiated by Browder 
last year. It is the second step back- 
ward. 

One Step Forward 

Against this opportunist course the 
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and the Socialist reformist program 
dressed up in militant phrases. In this 
sense the program becomes not an in- 
strument of clarity in the direction of 
class consciousness, but a vehicle of con- 
fusion. 

This narrow conception of the unem- 
ployed movement is thus, of necessity 
carried over to the organizational forms 
worked out for the movement. The un- 
employed committee Is established by the 
program as the basic form of unemployed 
movement. This is defined as an elected 
body (o which is eligible "any worker 
. . . regardless of any other opinion or 
affiliation who agrees with the program 
adopted in the meeting (of workers) 
where the election takes place . . . " 
These unemployed committees are groups 
of "from three to fifteen workers who 
have been elected by a body of worker's 
in any given place ..." The commit- 
tees elect delegates to a larger territorial 
Unemployed Council. 

This formulation seems to establish 
the basis of a united front. But it is 
only an appearance. There are some 
fatal limitations to this happy beginning. 



"basic" demands the "seven hour day) With no basis laid for drawing the So- 
wlthont reduction in wages** which it; eiallst and A. F. of L. workers into 



ever, did not make it incorect. Today 
it is as correct as it was when issued. 
The party's failure to build a movement 
around its program omphasies the cor- 
rectness of our program in a negative 
sense. 

The class struggle will yet force the 
adoption of our program. But we can- 
not wait while unparalleled opportunities 
are being wasted by the Stalinists. It 
is time now to make a step forward. 

The party should adopt our program 
now. It should begin by opening up a 
discussion in its ranks on the entire 
question of unemployment and the fight 
for relief. The discussion should be 
free. Party members seriously interest- 
ed in learning from the Party's failures 
and in building a movement for relief 
should raise their voices for such a dis- 
cussion. They should also demand that 
the Left Opposition be given an oppor- 
tunity to participate in the discussion 
and defend its program. — T. S. 
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Well, the August contest is over. At 
the head of the staff stands a new name 
—comrade Webm- of the New York 
branch. He lops the list with a total of 
four dollars in subs. To him goes, very 
reluctantly, the Eastman biography of 
comrade Trotsky. 

Close behind him was a Minneapolis 
Standby, comrade H. Schwartz; and close 
behind him were a number of comrades 
who usually score bullseyes in these eon* 
tests. The staff record tells the story: 
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It emumerated six basic points of a 
Marxist program upon which to build a 
fighting working-class movement for re- 
lief. 

It predicated it program on the ab- 
solutely correct assumption that the 
fight for relief must be a general class 
fight embracing both employed and un- 
employed workers. It rested its program 
on the obvious truth— for Marxists 
that, for revolutionists, a relief program 
had to be linked up with the final rov- 
olutionary goal as a step toward that 
aoal. As its third major premise it de- 
clared (hat the slogans of today had to 
prepare the movement for tomorrow and 
act as a bridge. 

On this basis it placed in the fore- 
front of its program the slogans of the 
ylx-hour day, five-day week with no re- 
duction in pay ; unemployment insurance 
ttt the expense of the capitalist class and 
its government ; and long-term, large- 
scale credits to the Soviet Union. It 
called for a fighting movement around 
these centr 1 slogans and stated that 
such a movement could be built only on 
a genuine united front basis. 

That this program was not accepted by 
the party ever.-one knows. That, how- 



LITERATURE RUNNING OUT 

We want to sound a serious note of 
warning to all our propagandists and 
comrades. For some time we have, all of 
us, been speaking of a wave of member- 
ship coming over to us from the inevit- 
able smash-up of Stalinism. As one of 
the results -of this wave of membership 
we anticipated a tremendous demand on 
our literature stocks. The wave is very 
definitely on the horizon. Ip a short 
time it will break and surge up to the 
shore. 

Hut as it often happens in life and 
the class struggle, a secondary, so to 
speak, and component part of the process 
precedes the primary proeess itself. W,e 
are speaking of the order in time. That 
is what is happening with our literature. 
The demand is shooting up like a very 
light. It is a source of no little gratifica- 
tion to us. But it is making great In- 
roads on our stocks of literature. 

Orders are pouring In from every cor- 
ner of the globe. Our stocks are dropping. 
Whoever* is lacking a copy of this or 
that work by comrade Trotsky had bet- 
ter order it at once. Whoever Is busy 
propagandizing workers had better lay 
In a supply now before some of the titles 
are unavailable. 

The great interest in our literature 
can be seen in part from what comrade 
Bushier writes fnom Kansas City. It 
is quoted in The Militant Builders Column 
This is not an exceptional instance. The 
daily mail brings evidence Mter evidence 
of our growing influence. 
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PROBLEMS OF THE CHINESE 
REVOLUTION 

450 pages Cloth cover $1.50 

paper cover 1.00 
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INTERNATIONAL SITUATION* 

—SHALL FASCISM REALLY 
BE VICTORIOUS 

(Out of print) 
THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION 
158 pages paper cover 60c 

cloth cover $1.00 



HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION— Vol. I 

522 pages Retail at $4 

By Special arrangements with the 
publishers of this book we can 
offer it to certificate holders at $3 
PROBLEMS OF THE DEVELOP- 
MENT OF THE U. S. S. R.* 
48 pages paper cover 15c 

COMMUNISM AND SYNDICAL 
ISM" 
64 pages paper cover 15c 
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86 pages 25c 
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30 pages paper cover 10c 
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«4 pages papej cover 15c 
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(out of print) 10c 



WORLD UNEMPLOYMENT AND 
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48 pages paper cover 10c 
(Out of Print) 
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Part 1 and 3 140 pages, 

cloth bound $1-00 
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York away out in front with 15 1-2 dol- 
lars in subs. In second place, displacing 
Minneapolis, comes Chicago. 

New York 15 1-2 

Chicago 

Minneapolis 5 1-2 

Philadelphia 3 

Cleveland 2 

Boston 1 

Miscellaneous 7 1-2 

In a week or so we will be back at 
you comrades with a brand new idea. It 
will put all of you on your toes and 
have you up early and iate getting subs. 
While you are waiting breathlessly for 
our announcement suppose you run 
around and get new bundles orders. It 
is only ft thin trickle. It indicates they 
are coming in of their own accord. But 
that if you go after them you can do it. 
From Kansas City comrade Buehler 
writes very, very encouragingly "Farm, 
era froin Nebraska and Texas come and 
hunt us up now. Trotsky seems to be 
their favorite. Even cloth bound books 
are in more demand now. Enclosed find 

check ". Tbafs the language to talk. 

Farmers, workers, everybody wants to 
read The Militant. Let's give it to the*. 
After the subs! Get bundle orders! 



REVOLUTIONARY LESSONS AND 
WHITHER ENGLAND 

The first of these two works by com- 
rades Lenin and Trotsky is out. We have 
on more. But we still have a few of 
Whither England. This will probably be 
the last call on this book. 



THE MILITANT 

Entered at second class mail mattu 

Nov«iB«r 28. 1928, at th« Post OfflM *t 

Ntw York, N. Y. Under th* act •* 

March 8, 1879. 

Published weekly by th* CommiMtet 

League or America (OppetitiM) 

at 84 East 10th St, N. Y. 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

Martin Abern Jamas P. Caaaso 

Max Sliachtman Maurice Spector 

Arne Swabeek 

SATURADY, SEPTEMBER ? * ^32 

vol. v, No. ?"• '""^ie :;* . ' 

gubacrlptic txs 00 wr y««r; fot> 
tlfn «.S0. Firs cents pur 
Bbb41* rU-u, » MBtf t*r 



PAGE 4 



TBfi MILITANT 



an 



SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 10, 1933 



Alliance or Struggle Between Social Democracy and Fascism? 



National-Social- 



To understand the interrelationship of the classes so l u tion, i. e., either end with the victory of the pro- 
in the form of a schema, fixed once for all time, is com-' fctariat or with the triumph of the Fascist counter- 
paratively simple. The evaluation of the concrete re- revolution. If the Communist party 
lations between the classes in every given situation is policy of stupid ultimatum and thereby 
immeasurably more difficult. _ 

The German big bourgeoisie is at present vacillating 
—a condition which the big bourgeoisie, in general, 
very rarely experiences. One part has definitely come 
to be convinced of the inevitability of the Fascist path 
and would like to accelerate the operation. The other 
part hopes to become master of the situation with the 
aid of a Bonapartist military -police dictatorship. No 
one in this camp desires a return to the Weimar "dem- 



one 
ocracy". 

The petty bourgeoisie is split up. 
ism, which has united the overwhelming majority of 

the intermediate classes under its banner, wants to take _ 

the whole power into its own hands. The democratic anteed. Even the Stalinists hardly believe m the 

. , 1 ' 1. .llll 1.,/. mil |inn{- 



continues its 
saves the so- 
cial democracy from inevitable collapse; if Hitler does 
not. within the near future decide upon the overthrow 
and thereby provokes disintegration inside of his own 
ranks; if the economic conjuncture takes an upward 
trend before Schleicher falls — then the Bonapartist 
combination of Paragraph 48 of the Weimar Consti- 
tution, of the Reichswehr, the semi-oppositional social 
democracy, and s em ^oppositional Fascism could per- 
haps maintain itself (up to a new social impetus, 
which is to be expected in any case). 

But offhand, we are still far from such a happy ful- 
fillment of the conditions, winch form the subject of 
social democratic day dreams. It is by no means guar- 



wing of the petty bourgeoisie, which still has millions 
of workers behind it, wants a return to democracy ac- 
cording to the Ebertian example. In the meantime, it 
is prepared to support Jie Bonapartist dictatorship 
at least passively. The social democracy figures as 
follows: Under the pressure of the Nazis, the Papen- 
Schleicher government will be forced to establish a bal- 
ance by strengthening its Left wing; meanwhile, an 
alleviation of the crisis will perhaps ensue; the petty 
bourgeoisie will perhaps "sober up"; capitalism will 

perhaps decrease its frantic pressure upon the work- the abolition of the social democracy. 
ing class,— and with the aid of God everything will 
once again be in order. 

The Bonapartist clique actually docs not desire the 
complete victory of Fascism. It would not by any 
means be disinclined to utilize the support of the social 
democracy within certain bounds. But for this pur- 
pose, it would have to "tolerate" the workers' organi- 
zations, which is conceivable only if, at least, to a 
certain extent, the legal existence of the Communist 
party is to be allowed. Moreover, support of the 
military dictatorship by the social" democracy would 
push the workers irresistably into the ranks of Com- 
munism. By seeking a means of support against the 
brown devils, the government would very soon become 
subject to the blows of the red Beelzebubs. 

The official Communist press declares that the tol- 
eration of Bruning by the social democracy paved the 
road for Papen and that the half-toleration of Papen 
will accelerate the arrival of Hitler. That is entirely 
correct. Within these boundaries, there are no differ- 
ences of opinion between ourselves and the Stalinists- 
But this precisely signifies that in times of social crisis 
the politics of reformism no longer turn against the 
masses alone but against itself. In this process the 
critical moment has at present come into play. 

Hitler tolerates Schleicher, the social democracy 
does not oppose Papen. If this situation could really 



fixed by the incompatability of social democracy and, Gizesinsky has not become transformed into a revolu- 
Fascism; when, based upon this, we rejected the theory tionary tiger; that we will readily grant. But never- 



of social Fascism which was not disclosing but con- 
cealing the approaching conflict ; when we called at- 
tention to the possibility that the social democracy, 
a significant part of its apparatus along with it, would 
be forced by tfie march of events into a struggle against 
Fascism and that this would be a favorable point of 
departure for the Communist party for a further at- 
tack, very many Communists — not only hired func- 
tionaries, but even quite honest revolutionists — ac- 
cused us of . . . "idealizing" the social democracy. 
Nothing remained but to shrug our shoulders. It is 
hard to dispute with people whose thought stops 
there, where the question first begins for the Marxist. 
In conversations, I often cited the following exam- 
ple: the Jewish bourgeoisie in Czarist Russia repre- 
sented an extremely frightened and demoralized part 
of the entire Russian bourgeoisie. And yet, insofar 
as the pogroms of the Black Hundreds, which were 
in the main directed against the Jewish poor, also hit 
the bourgeoisie, the latter was forced to take up its 
self-defense. To be sure, it did not show any remarkable 
bravery on this field either. But due to the danger 
hanging over their heads, the liberal Jewish bourge- 
oisie, for example, collected considerable stuns for the 
arming of revolutionary workers and students. In this 
manner, a temporary practical agreement was arrived 
at between the most revolutionary workers, who were 
prepared to fight with guns in hand, and the most 
frightened group of the bourgeoisie, which had got into 



power of resistance or the durability of the Papen- 
Schleicher regime. All indications point to the de- 
composition of the Wels-Schleicher-Hitler triangle 
even before it has begun to take shape. 

But perhaps it will be replaced by a Hitler-Wels 
combination? According to Stalin they arc "twins, 
not antipodes". Lot us assume that the social dem- 
ocracy would, without fearing its own workers, want 
to sell its toleration to Hitler. But Hitler does not 
need this commodity: he needs not the toleration, but 

The Hitler 
government can only accomplish its task by breaking 
the resistance of the proletariat and by removing all 
the possible organs of its resistance. Therein )ie« a scrape 
the historical role of Fascism. I Last year I wrote that in the struggle against 

The Stalinists confine themselves to a purely psycho- Fascism the Communists were duty-bound to come to 
logical, or more exactly, to a purely moral evaluation a practical agreement not only with the devil and his 
of those cowardly and "avaricious petty bourgeois who granddam, but even with Grzcsinsky. This sentence 
lead the social democracy. Can we actually assume made its way through the entire Stalinist world press. 
that these inveterate traitors would separate them- Was better proof needed of the "social Fascism" of 
selves from the bourgeoisie and oppose it? Such an the Left Opposition? Many comrades had warned me 
idealistic method has very tittle in common with Marx- in advance: "They arc going to seize on this phrase". 
ism, which proceeds not "from what people think about I answered them: "It has also been written so that they 
themselves and what thev desire but from the condi- | seize on it. Just let them seize upon this hot iron and 
tions in which thev are placed and from the changes burn their fingers. The blockheads must get their 
which these conditions will undergo. ! lesson." 

The social democracy supports the bourgeois regime, The course of the struggle has led to Von Papen 
not for the gains of the coal, the steel and the other getting Grzcsinsky acquainted with the inside of a jail, 
magnates, but for the sake of those gains which it itself ^ Did this episode follow from the theory of social Fasc- 
can obtain as a party, in the person of its numerically' ism and from the prognoses of the Stalinist^ bureau- 
great and powerful apparatus. To be sure, Fascism cracy? No, it occurred in complete contradiction of 
in no way threatens the bourgeois regime, for the de-' the latter, Our evaluation of the situation, however, 
fense of which the social democracy exists. But had such an eventuality in view and had assigned a 
Fascism endangers that role which the social democracy definite place for it. 

fulfills in the bourgeois regime and the income which But the social democracy this time, too, avoided 
the social democracy derives from this r&le jt plays. 1 the struggle!, some Stalinist will object. Yes, it did 
Even though the Stalinists forget this side of "the mat-' avoid it. Whoever expected the social democracy, 
ter, the social democracy itself does not for one mo- over the head of its leaders and their carrying-on, to- 



be assured' for a long period of time, then the socialjment lose from its sight the mortal danger w.th which, dependently to take up the struggle and at that 
democracy would befome transformed into the Left j a victory of Fascism threatens if-not the bourgeoisie, undy conditions m which the Communist party -showed 
w ng of Bonapartism and leave to Fascism the role of but it-the social democracy itself even incapable of struggle naturally had to ex- 

the Right wing. Theoretically, it is not, of course, About three years ago, when we pointed out that penence d, s appoint men t. ttc dad not expect such 
"eluded that the present, unprecedented crisis of the point of departure to the com.ngpol.bca crisis m.racles lhereforc we could no lay ourselves open 
Jerman capitalism will not lead to any conclusive ' in Austria and in Germany would »n all probability be to any disappointment, about the social democracy. 



thetess, there is quite a difference between a situation 
in which Grzesinsky, sitting in his fortress, sends out 
police detachments for the safeguarding of "dem- 
ocracy" against revolutionary workers and a situa- 
tion in which the Bonapartist savior of capitalism 
puts Grzesinsky himself in jail, is there not? And are 
we not to take this difference into account politically ; 
are we not to take advantage of it? 

Let us turn back to the example cited above: it is 
not hard to grasp the difference between a Jewish 
manufacturer who tips the Czarist policeman for beat- 
ing down the strikers and the same manufacturer who 
turns over money to the strikers of yesterday to ob- 
tain arms against the pogromists. The bourgeois re- 
mains the same. But from the change in the situa- 
tion there results a change in relations. The Bolshe- 
viki conducted the strike against the manufacturer. 
Later on, they took money from the same manufacturer 
for the struggle against the pogroms. That did not, 
naturally, prevent the workers, when their hour had 
come, from turning their arms against the bourgeoisie. 

Docs all that has been said mean that the .social 
democracy as a whole will fight against Fascism? To 
this we repiv. part of the social democratic function- 
aries will undoubtedv go over to the Fascists; a consi- 
derable section will creep under their beds in the hour 
of danger. The working masses also will not fiwht in 
their entirety. To guess in advance what part of the 
socia democratic workers will be drawn into the strug- 
gle, and when, and what part of the apparatus they 
will tear along with them, is altogether impossible. 
That depends upon many circumstances, among them, 
also, upon the position of the Communist party. The 
policy of the united front has as its task to separate 
those who want to fight from those who do not; to 
push forward those who vacillate; finally to compro- 
mise the capitulationist leaders in the eyes of the work- 
ers in order to consolidate the fighting capacity of the 
latter. 

How much time has been lost — aimlessly, senselessly, 
shamefully! How much could have been achieved, 
even in the last two years alone ! Was it not clear 
in advance that monopolistic capital and its Fascist 
army would drive the social democracy with fists and 
blackjacks toward the road of opposition and of self- 
defense? This prognosis should have been unfolded 
before the eyes of the entire working class, the initia- 
tive should have been taken for the united front and 
this initiative should have been retained firmly in our 
hands at every new stage. It was not necessary to 
shout, nor to scream. An, open game could have been 
played quietly. It would have sufficed to formulate, 
clip and clear, the inevitability of every next step of 
the enemy and to set up a practical program of the 
united front, without exaggerations and without hag- 
gling, but also without weakness and without conces- 
sions. How high the Communist party would stand 
today if it had assimilated the A B C of Leninist policy 
and applied it with the necessary perseverance! 
Prinkipe, August 9, 1932. — L. TROTSKY. 



On the Proletarian Revolution in the United States 



Tbe accelerated pace of the decay of 
capitalism in the present period, regard- 
less of the ebbs and flows, raises more 
sharply the question of tbe coming Amer- 
ican evolution. Many workers dismiss 
this question with a sentence or- two 
It Is either around the corner ; a general 
strike will usher it in ; or the revolution 
in America is decades away. Commun- 
ists cannot leave this question unanswer- 
ed We cannot draw a blue print but we 
can define the general features of the 
coming revolution, to enable us to work 
out tactics and strategy leading toward 
revolution. 

In the post-war period it was the duty 
of the Communists to settle the question 
of the state because the leaders of the 
Second international revised the Marx- 
ian concept on this fundamental pro- 
blem It was necessary to reexamine the 
state, explain what it is, and tell the 
workers that our road to power leads 
through revolution, to the smashing of 
the capitalist state and to the establish- 
ment of Soviets and the Dictatorship of 
the Proletariat. For the vanguard this 
is a settled question, especially since the 
1917 revolution. Under Denin and Trot- 
sky this abstraction was brought to life 
in Russia, but under Stalin the concept 
of Soviets and of the Dictatorhip Is kept 
in the abstract for all other countries. 

Unless the Marxists proceed to clothe 
this abstraction with nt least the gener- 
al outlines of the American form we 
will be lost on the road between here and 
power. Up to the present we have not 
accomplished this task. Due to this 
shortcoming the Communist party, first 
under the leadership of the Right wing 
and now under the leadership of Stalin- 
ism has presented tactics and strategy 
leading in the wrong direction, a direc- 
tion which will, If continued, prevent us 
from establishing the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. 

American Revolution— When? 

It Is our task to explain the American 
form, its peculiarities as well as the re- 
lations to the first Soviet Republic, not 
only from We standpoint of the Dicta- 



revolution of 101T and what followed cor- 
rected this non-Marxist theory, but in Its 
place the mechanical materialists, p$rad 
ing as Marxists, have developed the 
theory that the United States will be the 
last To haw the social revolution, be- 
cause it is too strong, because It is so 
highly developed. Marxism gives no 
grounds for either concept, but some 
muddle-headed Communists do. 

The idea of strong links and weak links 
of the capitalist chains does not flow 
mechanically from the idea of highly 
developed and under- developed capital- 
ist countries. Backward countries are 
not strong links of the capitalist ehain 
but it is false to think that developed 
countries are strong links of the capital- 
ist world system. Such a concept does 
not explain the contradictions In this 
decay stage of capitalism. Germany as 
a highly developed capitalist country Is 
the best example to refute such mechanic 
eal reasoning. 
The World Position of U. S. Imperial Ism 

In the present stage the American Im- 
perialists play a dominating role In world 
politics. From this world position flow 
the factors undermining this strong link 
of world capitalism. It Is laying the 
ba«is. with coming sharp turns in world 
events, to America's becoming a weak 
link of the chain. 

Will the Communist party be equal to 
its task? Only we can answer this 
question. The economic foundation of 
American imperialism no longer rests 
upon the 48 states. Its structure rests 
ujion the quicksands of world capitalism -. 
in Month America, Asia and Europe as 
well as the whole North American con- 
tinent. The contradictions of the world 
capitalists have become the contradictions 
of American capitalism. 

The redivision of the world markets 
becomes the hnrnlng problem of the 
world imperialists. The revolutionary 
storms of any nation become of utmost 
importance for the capitalists in America. 
American wealth and capital today requir e 
a world police force and a world out- 
Inok. The economic stability of tbe Uni- 



torehtp, but especially from the point of ted States depends upon the economic 
view of the process on the road to power. 
In this respect we can present variants 
which are possible and eliminate what 
is not possible. This will enable us to 
offset the incorrect, harmful, non-Marx- 
ian trend of Centrlsm today. 

At one period in the development of 
the Marxian current in America, before 
the 1917 revolution, many "Marxists" 
were positive the revolution would pro- 
ceed from the maturing highly developed, 
capitalist countries rather mechanically, [ breathing spell for decay capitalism. The 
in their industrial order. The Russian contradictions between the imperialist 



stability of world capitalism. The In- 
ternal contradictions of American capital- 
ism are so great that the American Im- 
perialists ure forced out into deeper wa- 
ter for a solution, and this in turn shakes 
the whole structure. 

The developing civil war in Germany, 
with the danger of a Fascist dictatorship 
hanging as a living menace over the So. 
viet Union and the world proletariat, 
looms as a military guarantee and a 



powers themselves and the contradictions 
between the Imperialists and the Soviet 
Union are bundled up into a knot in 
the present German situation. The re- 
lation of the German situation to the 

U. s. will be taken up later. 
Our Approach 

We must approach the coming revolu- 
tion in the United States from two 
angles. First, a theoretical analysis: to 
consider what kind of a revolution is in 
store for the United States. Second: a 
review of the line of march of the party 
under Stalinist leadership In order to 
find out if Stalinism is leading In the 
correct direction. 

The American revolution of 1775 was a 
product of the birth stage of capitalism. 
The coming revolution will be a pro- 
duct of decay capitalism. The first Am- 
erican revolution was a struggle to estab- 
lish the bourgeois system. The coming 
revolution in America will be a strug- 
gle to destroy the capitalist system In 
America. The first revolution was a war 
between a rising colonial bourgeoisie and 
Its mother country. 

The American colonies were unham- 
pered by feudal carry-overs and were 
able to plow forward swiftly. But the Am- 
erican revolution did not settle all of the 
probems of the rising .bourgeois class. 
The problem of state power was not en- 
tirely to their liking. In Europe, the 
capitalists were forced to share their 
power with the feudal landowners. In 
America the capitalists were forced to 
share their* power with the chattel slave 
owners. Both groups of capitalists hod 
(to compromise with other exploiters be- 
cause a new enemy, the proletariat, was 
developing from the left. The bourge- 
ois revolution could not be considered 
complete so long as the class did not 
have the state power in their hands, as 
their own instrument of suppression. 

No sooner were accounts with Kneland, 
the mother country, settled, after 1S12, 
than the struggle between the two Am- 
erican exploiting classes, the rising capi- 
talists and the chattel masters, took on 
new and sharper forms. A' struggle for 
state power, for example control devel- 
oped. The carry-over in America was 
more backward than (hat which the 
capitalists of Europe contended with, a 
backward system warping the substance 
of the struggle with the race Issue, cloak- 
ing the class problem in the race form. 

Tbe Capitalists and the Civil War 

Every expansion move the American 
capitalists made met with resistance 
from the plantation owner of the South. 
Only by compromise and Joint expeditions 
of conquest wtere the capitalists of the 
north able to push westward. Such 



conquests were planned and carried out. 
Mexico was defeated, land whs "bought" 
from Spain and France and in all of 
these joint struggles the landowners of 
the South obtained more than their share 
of the robbery However, the parallel 
needs of expansion soon crossed each 
other, became entangled, and finally led 
to the Civil War. 

Texas was ''ceded" long before the final 
conflict and showed the uncompromising 
position the two forces were bending to- 
ward. They planned to divide it Into 
three states that would send six senat- 
ors Instead of two to the Senate. In thte 
race for the colonization of Texas, the 
landowners of the South had more than 
an even break. The fight for control of 
the government shifted more and more 
away from "peaceful" struggles into 
open conflicts. A struggle for' the West 
followed. Bloody Kansas was a prelude 
to the Civil War to follow : just like John 
Zrown's action, it also cast a shadow on 
the future from the cass angle. 

The Civil War was the second edition 



of the bourgeois revolution and settled 
the question as to who was master of the. 
state. Following the let-up of the post- 
war dictatorship against, the landdiords 
in the South, the world crisis of 1873 
ushered In a new period for American 
development. The capitalists moved for 
ward with rapid strides — towards mono- 
poly capitalism. 

A Third Edition of the Bourgeois 
Revolution? 

The question must now be asked : Will 
America have a third edition of the 
bourgeois revolution? Are there still 
cany -overs, are there democratic de- 
mands the capitalists must fight for in 
America, as they did in Russia, In Spain, 
and in other countries? To say that all 
of the democratic demands have been real- 
ized for ail the people of the United 
States is the height of ignorance but to 
confuse this with the question of the 
necessity of a third edition of the bour- 
geois revolution is even worse. 

Thei'e are democratic diemunds and 
economic needs large sections of the 
workers and the farmers have which can- 
not be fulfilled under capitalism. \Ve 
must light for these demands as work- 
ers. The capitalists arc not fighting for 



these demands. IWhom ure they strug- 
gling against for these democratic de. 
mauds V The democratic demands and 
tire economic needs of the Negroes, Mul- 
attoes, Asiatic, Mexican, the foreign 
horn and Indians are not even questions 
of a bourgeois stage of the coming pro- 
letarian revolution, no 'matter how short 
its duration. American conditions have 
not only passed beyond the February 
period of Russia in 1917 but have also 
passed beyond the bourgeois stage of the 
October revolution. 

The capitalists of America do not 
share their power with other exploiters. 
Other Exploiters obtain part of the 
plunder as subordinated flunkies. Shar- 
ing profits as subordinated plunderers 
docs not In any way signify sharing po- 
wer, os for example, the sharing of power 
by the landlords, in Europe and Asia. 
In America there are no exploiting class- 
es preventing the "good progressive" 
capitalist from carrying out the dem- 
ocratic demands and economic needs. It 
is the capitalists who thrive and main- 
tain their system by the prevention of 
the <■:» -vying out of the democratic de- 
mands and economic needs. 

(To be continued) 



Chicago Stalinists Reject Otter of Help 



l Continued from page 1| 

ity after the filing of the petitions up to 
election day. 

We, therefore, request you to immedi- 
ately supply us with the necessary blanks 
and instructions for the obtaining of 
signatures, and to nolifj us of any meet- 
ing to which we can send our speakers 
and to. In general, Indicate to us any ac- 
tivity that we can conduct to help make 
this campaign a success. 

This stand is taken by its iu all sin- 
cerity, our object being to lend all as- 
sistance In the campaign of the Com- 
munist party of which we are a fac- 
tion. We are not deterred in our de- 
cision by the fact that our delegates were 
forcefully ejected from the party Uni- 
ted Front Conference. That we have 
differences on the political contents of 
the six adopted slogans ; criticize the 
complete lack of the real vital slogans 
which would connect the immediate de- 
mands with the goal or proletarian dicta- 
torship ; that we criticize the general 
course of the campaign whose slow pro- 
gress is symptomatic rather than acci- 
dental ; all this does not shake us in a 
resolution to do all that lies within our 
power to help bring the Communist posi- 
tion before the masses. 

We stand ready to carry out work. Are 
you ready to accept our profferred help? 



Vfp awiiit your immediate reply. 
Fraternally, 
Organis-.cr, ('. U of A. Chicago Branch 

o » e * 

Several precious days elapsed during 
which the Parly made frantic appeals 
for signatures but no reply came to our 
letter. A committee from the Branch 
went to the party district office to find 
out the reason. It seems that our visit 
was totally unexpected, since there was 
no strong-arm reception committee on 
hand to throw out the "conn ter- revolu- 
tionary Trotskyites". who for some un- 
known reason wanted to help collect 
signatures in order to put the party on 
the ballot. 

The spokesman for the Committee, 
comrade Giganti, reminded the acting 
district organizer, John Williamson, about 
our letter and requested to know the 
reason why we had received no response. 
The worthy D. O. cracked a smile and 
stated that they had received our letter 
and would take it up and let us know 
their decision. Comrade Giganti there- 
upon drew Williamson's attention to the 
short time left for the signatures to be 
tiled and stated that the Left Opposi- 
tion was willing to set to work Immedi- 
ately to collect signatures providing we 
were supplied with the necessary blanks. 
But Johnny very cooly replied that they 
had no blank petitions on hand, and 



that we need not fret; the District would 
take up our letter' and let us know. 



had terminated 
us were greatly 



After the interview 
thus, we left. Ail of 
astonished at the fact that the District 
Campaign headquarters should he all out 
of petition blanks. Of course the thought 
that Johnny was merely stalling never 
entered our minds. Neither did we Im- 
agine that possibly Johnny was afraid 
to commit himself definitely on such a 
very ticklish point, because Home aspir- 
ing fellow bureaucrat might, on some 
future occasion, use it against him. But 
now after a week has almost gone by nnd 
still there Is no answer, we are becom- 
ing very suspicious. 

Meanwhile, members of the Left Op- 
position, who are members of party aux- 
iliaries and T. l\ V. L. unions are col- 
lecting signatures and turning them over 
to these organizations. At our street 
corner meetings we speak on the election 
campaign and urge the workers to vote 
Communist. In contradiction to the semi- 
Soi-ial I>emocratle speeches of the partv 
which concern themselves entirely with 
Immediate demands, we present the Len. 
lnist position on parliamentarism. The bu- 
reaucrats" attempts to isolate us from the 
party ranks and from the working class 
will not succeed. By our practical ac- 
tivity as well as by the popularization of 
our theoretical stand, wo shall draw the 
party masses ever closer. 

— BANZEI*. 
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New Wage-Cuts Start 

Accentuated Attacks on Workers Prelude to 4th Crisis Year 



The fourth winter of the crisis is at 
hand. The fourth winter of hunger and 
starvation for millions .of unemployed 
workers in the United States. Many of 
these workers are eager to know Just 
when a revival will bring back prosper- 
ity so they can, obtain employment. Many 
of these workers are looking to the Wall 
Street boom with hope tliat it is the first 
sign of the revival. 

Regardless of a brief upturn or a pro- 
longed protracted crisis the fact remains 
that neither condition ~holds in store 
any promises for the workers in thelf 
present -anorganiKed condition. While the 
press speakS of an upturn the bosses 
are giving the worker.-; an introduction 
to the fourth winter by a new wave 
of wage cuts in the liasic industries. The 
defensive struggles of the workers have 
not. yet been transformed Into offensive 
straggles. Much preliminary activity will 
have to be carried on before we can ac- 
complish this, even with a brief upturn. 
The capitalists are still on the offensive. 

The last three years of the crisis have 
witnessed drastic inroads into the Stan- 
dard of living of the workers. Mass un- 
employment, wage cuts, speed-up and 
worse conditions are the general while 
victorious defensive struggles to retain 
purl of the gains o£ the j>ast has been 
the exceptional. Now the fourth winter 
is to be baptized with a wage cut in 
the basic industries. This will be fol- 
lowed by wage cuts in all the other in- 
dustries, with a worsening of the condi- 
tions of the workers unless we follow 
the heroic example of the Illinois miners 
and light back. 

If one really wants to look for more 
fundamental conditions paving the way 
for revival, one must look deeper than 
the stock market, or the price movement 
and look to more basic factors. One of 
these . factors is the reorganization of 
labor power to industry at a much lower 
wage scale. The American capitalists 
have been successful in reducing the 
cost Of necessary labor in production. 
All signs indicate that they are preparing 
the fourth winter for further reductions 
of the cost of necessary labor in order 
to increase the surplus lubof to coun- 
teract the falling rate of profits and 
enable the capitalists to retain more 
production in the form of surplus value. 

The soft coal miners were slated for 
a drastic wage ctit primarily in the re- 
maining organized fields. They Intended 
to smash the last stronghold of the U. 
SI. W. A. The officials of the UMWA, 
hay_e already given their consent but 
they forgot to take into consideration the 
workers who rebelled against the bosses 
and their agents in the ranks of the 
union. The establishment of a new mn- 
lon 'and the mobilizing of the workers 
against the wage cuts have strengthened 
the workers' struggles. Much will de- 
pend upon how the workers in the othei' 
basic industries act to the pending wage 
cuts. 

The operators ami "Union leaders" of 
the Anthracite region met in New York 
to discuss a 20 to 25% wage cut. The 
union committed headed by John L. ' 
Lewis, -gave no inkling as to Its atti- 
tude but it is understood a strong pro- ' 
test would be made against the oper- 
ators' proposals", says the New York 1 
Times. Nothing but betrayal ean be ex- 
pected from Lewis and Company. The ' 
only road for the anthracite miners, is 
to follow the lead of the Illinois miners 
and Join hands with them. I 

The second meeting of the Operators 
and the Labor Fakers resulted in a 
"frank discussion" and was a "construc- 
tive meeting", according to the New York 
Times. The Labor Falters did not op- 
pose the "wage modification" but instead ' 
proiwsed a CUT IN' TAXES FOR THE 
BOSSES TO AVOID WAGE REDUC- 
TION. 

In the Railroad section of the Ameri- 
can Industries the railroad executives 
propose a second wage cut. The rail- 
roads were so successful in their "Uni- 
ted Front" in the last 10 per cent wage 
cut that they want to increase It by an- 
other 20 percent cut. The ieaders of 21 
unions are "amazed" by the idea- of an- 
other cut. But it is their own sell out 
in the last negotiations which htelps make 
the present demand possible. The rail- 
roads have laid off. an increasing number 
of workers, at least 100,000 since last 
February, rather than reduce hours and 
employ mofe workers as desired by the 
Unions. 

On Monday, September the 5th the 
■Longshoremen and Ship Owners held a 
conference in New York. The Ship Own- 
ers insisted that a big wage cut is neces- 
sary If they are to compete with other 
shipping lines. Joseph T. Ryan, presi- 
dent of the Longshoremen's Association 
and Tammany boss says the men will be 
"reasonable". But it is well to remem- 
ber that .Ryan like Lewis Is an agent of 
the bosses and nothing but betrayal can 
be expected from him. 

In New York, Mayor McKee's economy 
drive has made drastic inroads on the 
workers' standards. He demands wage 
reductions all around : the 30,000 teachers, 
however, have announce they will resist 



The Stock market had its boom and 
in a few days ran up a paper profit of 
over 7 billion dollars but at the same 
time unemployment has increased, wages 
are going down, retail trade has fallen 
off over 30% from a year" ago and ear- 
loads for the week ending August 13th 
were down more than 30% from a year 
ago. 

The wage cuts announced in these basic 
industries are the opening guns of a wage 
cutting campaign .that will sweep the 
whole nation, down to the lowest paid 
.sections of our class.. Twice before in 
the present crisis such organized wage 
cutting campaigns have run their course 
throughout the country. Each time they 
have been started by talk of a return 
to prosperity and each time the first 
guns were fired at the steel, railroad or 
coal mine workers. 

American imperialism is. reorganizing 
industry. They are reorganizing indus- 
try at the expense of the workers. If 
they succeed and thereby become en- 
abled to compete on the international 
market with other imperialists there will 
be some "prosperity" for the capitalists. 
This does not include the workers. The 
capitalist prosperity will mean a new 
form of greater exploitation, mass unem- 
ployment and misery for the workers. 



SIX VOTEf 
AGAINST 2 
THOUSAND 

Stalino- pacifism Wins in Amsterdam 

Six delegates, those of the Interna- 
tional I^eft Opposition, voted to reject 
the pacifist manifesto of the notorious 
Amsterdam Barbusse Congress. Not be- 
cause they reject the struggle against 
war but because they remain true to the 
Leninist position against any shoddy 
compromise with" pacifism. Even if these 
two thousand delegates had not been, for 
the most party, doctor's widows, sop- 
ranos, bureaucratic clerks and the like, 
the relationship of numbers would have 
been no reason for a Communist sur- 
render of principle. It Is precisely in 
the question of war that revolutionary 
Marxism had to base itself upon meager 
forces. In spite of that, it arrived at' 
victory. In this case, it was a question 
of two points primarily : to advocate 
clearly the revolutionary standpoint to- 
wards the war question and further, to 
sound the alarm before this international 
forum about the fact that the best fight- 
ers of the civil war against Imperialist 
war are today languishing in exile and 
imprisonment. 

This aim was attained. The sidewalks 
all around the place where, the Congress 
was held in Amsterdam, were inscribed 
with our slogans. Not & step could be 
taken without encountering slogans like 
"Bring Trotsky back to the U. S. S. It. !", 
"Long live Trotsky and Rakovsky!", etc. 
Cur material was in everybody's hands, 
in spite of every attempt to terrorize our 
comrades. The speech of our Indo-Chinese 
comrade, Ra, delivered on Sat. amidst 
the greatest applause, was, significantly 
enough, omitted from the Congress bul- 
letins. Our comrade Molinier of France, 
as representative of the Congress War 
Victims, was howled down in the Sunday 
discussion, and another French comrade 
was manhandled, so that even the Pre- 
sidium had to apologize, but all of this 
only with the result that the same eve- 
ning everybody spoke only about Trotsky 
and Muenzenberg had to wheel into posi- 
tion his whole artillery of falsehood 
against Trotsky, the — "pacifist"! 

The Left Opposition was represented 
by Greek organizations like the Carpen- 
ters' Union, the iron Workers' Union, the 
War Victims, etc., and several French 
organizations. Because of police and ma- 
terial difficulties, our Greek comrades 
were compelled to transfe their creden- 
tials to proxy delegates abroad. 

Our declaration to the Anti-War Con- 
gress, published in the Militant two 
weeks 'ago, was distributed in hundreds 
of copies to all the delegates, translated 
into the German, French, English and 
Russian languages. So also were a mass 
of other leaflets and pamphlet distributed. 

At the time of voting, our comrades 
presented a special declaration, advocat- 
ing the Leninist struggle against pacifist 
confusion. On the basis of the Congress, 
we succeeded in convincing numerous 
Communist workers that the 'YTrotsky- 
ists" are the best representatives of 
Lenin' teachings. Two thousand to six — 
figures to be proud of in these times of 
Stalinist degeneration and demoraliza- 
tion! 

In coming numbers, we will present a 
detailed report of the Congress. 



Urgent Appeal 



i 



Last week we addressed the question: 
to our readers and supporters: "Will 
The Militant continue to appear regu- 
larly?" We were compelled to address 
it to you. We had no other choice. 
We can record a few responses to our 
appeal ; but entirely insufficient. We 
must say frankly that the continued 
regular appearance of The Militant Is 
very seriously endangered. 

Our obligations have increased and 
with them our expenses. Our opportun- 
ities for new gains are enhanced but 
we have not the means to take advan- 
tage of them. We are now printing 
enlarged editions and shipping bundles 
to the mine fields. That we must 
continue. We have a couple of young 
organizers there building up The Mili- 
tant circulation and building our or- 
ganization to help in this vital strug- 
gle. We had to get out additional 
materia T to fight back the Stalinist 
pogrom campaign. We are moving 



forward on these opportunities avail- 
able but the creditors are threaten- 
ing to close down on us. As a matter 
of cold fact we cannot meet our ex- 
penses unless you come to our assist- 
ance. 

You would not want to see The 
Militant discontinued or any enforced 
retrenchments upon its regular ap- 
pearance. But that is what we face, 
and that we say to you openly and 
frankly. Unless our readers and sup- 
porters assist, there is no other way 
out. We know 3-ou ean do something 
either in the way of a contribution 
yourself, or by enlisting some of your 
frirnds and comrades to help. But 
that min-h we absolutely depend upon 
you to do. ,.We leave the decision in 
your hands. If you want to secure 
the continued appearance of The 'Mili- 
tant you will do your utmost. If not 
we will be compelled to retrench. 
Your assistance is urgent U- needed.! 



Trotsky Barred from Czechoslovakia 



After reports that Leon Trotsky would 
be grafted permission to spend a few 
weeks In Pistyan Spa, Czechoslovakia, 
purely for the purpose of improving his 
health, it is now announced that "Czech 
Nationalist propaganda against Leon 
Trotsky's proposed visit to the 1'istyan 
Spa apparently has been successful . . . 
At a Cabinet council today Minister of 
the Interior Sxiavik, who is an Agrarian, 
declared he would be unable to take re- 
sponsibility for M. Trotsky's safety at 



Pistyan. The Consular Service also 
states it is unable to grant M. Trotsky 
a visa as he does not possess a passport" 
(New York Times, September 15' 1&32.) 

So muchforthe counterfeit democracy 

of the Czech republic, vassal state to the 

• 
country which "embodies" the traditions 

of democratic revolution, France. Nor 

was very much else to be <!spected from ' 

the puppet states of imperialism in view ' 

of the attitude of their masters. Comrade] 



Trotsky now- has the distinction of hav- 
ing been refused, not merely the right 
of asylum, but even the opportunity to 
enter a capitalist country for a short 
period for his health — a refusal now 
undersigned by the British Labor govern- 
ment, the French republic, Holland, (he 
Germany of the nodal democracy and 
the Catholic, the "republic" of Spain — 
and the Soviet Tnion. 

I'pou the announcement that permis- 
sion had been granted, the Stalinist 
press, of course, launched another of its 
old stink-bombs against the Opposition : 
"Trotsky has been invited to Cziech- 
slovakia to help lead the imperialist 
struggle against the Soviet Union." 
Yillification of this sort cannot conceal, 
try though it may, the crime committed 
by Stalin in Sending comrade Trotsky 
into the midst of the Russian White 
Guards concentrated in Constantinople 
under the rule of Stalin's bosom friend, 
Kernel Paseha. 



Unity Is Urgent Need 
of Illinois Miners 



National Class Strug S le Union Will Win I 



An Open Letter to John Wat- 

Standpoint of the Left Opposition in the Present Miners' Struggle 




John J. Watt, 
Springfield. III. 
Dear Comrade (Watt: 

The purpose of this letter is to review 
the outburst that occurred on Friday, 
Sept. 8, at the local Socialist party branch 
at whieh you were the main speaker, and 
also to give you my opinion of what I 
think of the whole affair. 

First a brief resume of your speech : 

1. You began by saying that you were 
very glad to hear the message that was 
delivered on the previous night by the 
Socialist party candidate for Governor 
of Indiana (Powers Hapgood) and the 
Socialist party organizer of West Vir- 
ginia (Most), that the only reason the 
Socialist party got such a small audi- 
ence was because the miners of Spring- 
field did not know that such distinguish- 
ed socialists were in Springfield and if 
the miners of Springfield really knew 
that they were in town that the. largest 
hall in Springfield would have been filled. 

2. That you were not affiliated to any 
political group. That there was some 
good In all groups together 

3. Then you went on to a general 
expose of the general economic situation 
in the country and the mining situation 
in particular. Reading from a mass of 
documents — the Illinois Miner — United 
Mine Workers Journal— and the Congres- 
sional Record. 

4. You answered the mis-statements 
that are being circularized against you. 

5. You criticized the miners for the 
way they are carrying on the fight 
against Walker-Lew is- coal operators. 

(a) That instead of marching to West 
Frankfort,— they should have marched on 
Lewis' and Walker's homes. 

(b) Instead of signing .up individual 
coal operators with the Progressive Min- 
ers Union, to strike until able to get a 
district contract. 

(c> And a number of other noints. 

6. You brought forth your proposals 
for winning the strike and building the 
P. M. U. of A Such as: 

1. Broad United Front 

2. Mass Demonstrations 

3. 6-hour day, 5-day week. 

4. Reinstatement of expelled. 

5. Etc.— etc. 

7. You ended your speech with the read- 
ing of the United States Declaration of 
Independence. 

Angeio's Reply 
In my reply to your speech, I tried, 
to stress the following points: 

1. That the present miners' struggle is 
part of the general political struggle 
against capitalism. That only with the 
living weapons that Marx, Lenin and 
Trotsky gave us through their teachings 
and their actions can we understand cor- 
rectly the role which the working class 
as 'a whole must take part In. 

2. The fight of the Left wingers in 
the new Miners' union must be class 
struggle i. class collaboration. 

H. I icttd. the Socialist joarty l«Ub 



ersship as indirect agents of Lewis- 
Waiker, who arc the agents of the coal 
operators. 

(a) The National Committee's (of the 
Socialist party) decision on the Illinois 
miners' struggle which is: "Hands off the 
internal struggle between the miners and 
union officials." 

(b) The part played by Jack Hind- 
marsh, Richard Glover and Jack Reed, 
all lea-ding Socialists, in trying to defeat 
the miners in their fight aj;ainst the coal 
operators and their flunkeys, the Lewises 
and Walkers. 

(Continued on page 4) 

«Pacifism» at Work 
in Gran Chaco 

Some figures which have leaked out 
of the league of Nations give away the 
whole capitalist ballyhoo about disarma- 
ment. The war which is raging in the 
Gran Chacos is only the latest form of 
the struggle between Bolivia and Para- 
guay, which they began in 1923, and 
which is a reflection of the greater and 
profounder' struggle of the world-wide 
imperialisms, British and American, Since 
1928 this dispute has been pending before 
the League Council, of whieh Britain is 
a member. In the same year the dis- 
pute was submitted for settlement to 
the Pan-American Commission in which 
the United Slate* is the dominating mem- 
ber. 

Both of these "peace" bodies have Wade 
desultory plays at "settling" the dispute. 
At the same time they have been ship- 
ping munitions in increased quantities to 
both countries. With charming imparti- 
ality the United States sold, between the 
years 1928 and 1930, $49,000 worth of 
powder to Bolivia; and $24,000 in mach- 
ine guns to Paraguay. 

The two countries were a futile market 
for munitions shipments for Belgium, 
Chile, Czechoslovakia, France, Great Bri- 
tain, and the United States. Yet all of 
these countries' did not fail to place 
themselves on record as opposed to the 
forecful settlement of disputes and some 
of them signed by the Kellogg Peace Paet. 
But business is business, and a treaty 
Is only a scrap of paper. Capitalist paci- 
fism and morality are intended for the 
workers to keep them faithful slaves of 
the capitalist juggernaut. As for the rest 
it is a question of cold calculation around 
profits and the political, diplomatic, and 
military, positions and maneuvers neoes- 
sary to maintain the profit. 



Preparations are now being completed 
for the launching of the Worketfe' School 
of the Communist League of America 
(Opposition), which will open its classes 
In approximately one month. Further 
announcements* on the School will be 
made In an early Issue so that all those 
lstereat«d tit it m** obtain fall dstaSa, 



SPRINGFIELD, ILL. 

A great many of the present leaders 
of the new Progressive Miners Union ex- 
pect to solve the present coal problem 
in Illinois within the limits of capital- 
ism in Illinois, that if the 'fReds" keep 
ther feet and hands out, they will be 
able to settle their differences with the 
Lewis machine and the coal operators. 
Then again, efforts are made to push the 
political struggle into the background, 
as for instance the attempt by Buck Rob- 
erts who was acting as chairman at the 
Taylorville meeting, to gag comrade 
Mayer who attempted to speak about the 
conditions of the miners in the S. U. 
Buck was prevented because Of the mili- 
tancy of tiie miners. Then again, the 
attack against the International Labor 
Defense at the Gillespie convention be- 
cause it was a Communist organization. 
And again, the statement issued by Gil- 
lespie headquarters with reference to 
Foster' speaking in' Gillespie which de- 
clares as follows : 

'■We, the U. M. W. of A. of Illinois, 



WHERE IS 
7th WORLD 
CONGRESS ! 

What Is Happenins to the C. I. ? 

The Communist International was 
fotu«6ed in March 1919 as the General 
! Staff of the World Revolution. In the 
: days preceding the death of Lenin and 
1 the removal of Trotsky, and the. Left Op- 
position [torn effective participation in 
the councils of the International, it lived 
up to this proud title. From the Com- 
munist International and its Congress 
emanated words of inspiration and guid- 
ance to the international revolutionary 
vanguard. No situation was allowed to 
pass without the energetic and timely in- 
tervention of the world Communist lead- 
' ership. 

Such an intervention, along the lines 
set out by Lenin and the other great 
founders of the Comintern, is perhaps 
more imperative at the present time than 
at any other period in the past several 
years. The convulsions shaking the 
structure of world capitalism in the pre- 
sent crisis demand a clear line of rev- 
olutionary action, expressed by those who 
have the authority and the responsibil- 
ity that goes with it. The threat of war 
in Manchuria, connected as it is with 
all the problems of the Chinese revolu- 
tion, add greater weight to the demand 
for international direction. On top of 
these and other acute questions, is the 
problem of Germany ,the key to the 
international situation. 

The Siieiice of the Executive 

Yet the Kxeeutive Committee of the 
Communist International remains entire- 
ly silent. Not a single pronouncement 
has appeared in its name in the eventful 
month after month that have passed In 
recent times. The individual national 
parties, a "secretariat" here and there, 
express or half-express an opinion on 
the burning problems of the International 
proletarian movement, hut the "General 
Staff" maintains its frigid, ominous sil- 
ence. 

Why ? Because the Stalinist clique 
which has usurped the leadership of the 
Comintern hopes thereby to escape £ 
responsibility for the catastrophes wbj 
its present course is preparing with 1 
exorable certainty. Stalin is as silent 
as the tomb into which he has converted 
the Comintern — the movement of which 
he is today the "acknowledged leader. 
The Comintern itself is Silent. Its sil- 
ence is uo^ merely in violation of its 
own statutes, but it is a political crime 
of far-r'eaching historical consequences. 

IjCft without guidance, or the possibil- 
ity of coming together in order to take 
counsel, Judge the situation and subject 
the preceding course to a minute, critical 
examination with the aim of changing 
It, the international Communist movement 
is floundering about in the storm of 
events without chart, sails, rudder or 
helmsman. 

The absolutely imperative Initial step 
that must be taken in order to emerge 
from this blindness and Impotence is the 

Convocation of the Seventh World 
Congress of the Comintern! 

The First Congress was held on March 
2, 1919. The Second World Congress was 
held on July 19, 1920. The Third Con- 
gress opened on June 22, 1921. The 
Fourth Congress was held on November 
'5, 1922.' As we see, In Lenin's time the 
World Congresses of the Communist In- 
ternational were held i£ Intert '1 of one 
(Continued 011 wure 4 



are fighting "against the illegal con- 
tract forced on us by our officials 
and will not allow any outsiders to 
interfere with our policy adopted at 
our la.- state-wide conference held 
in Benld." 

The plain brutal truth is that If the 
miners of Illinois maun to build a new 
militant miners' union and secure better 
conditions they must not only put up an 
Intense struggle against the coal opera- 
tors and the Lewis machine; not only be 
prepared to endure hardships; but the 
Illinois miners must broaden out on a 
more comprehensive scale. In other 
words, the Progressive Miners Union in 
building and leading the miners of Illi- 
nois must find allies, sympathizers and 
supporters from the working'-class. Not 
only unity with miners in other stales, 
but a united front with ail working-class 
organiattions. Further it is necessary 
to set before the miners the class strug- 
gle in sharp and simple terms, so that 
they may be able to understand the true 
nature of the capitalist system. Finally 
they must endeavor to bring about a 
fighting combination with the railroad 
and other workers. 

Who Is Leading? 
This is a brief characterization of the 
miners who are taking a leading part In 
directing the affairs of the Progeasive 
Miners Union. 

Dan McGill, the leader of the Springfield 
group. Democrat. While President of 
the Springfield Central Labor Body 
(A. F. L.) ran for senator from this 
district on the Democratic ticket. Was 
removed by President Green as resi- 
dent of the Central body because he 
supported Walker-Fish wick and was 
against Lewis. 
Ed. ftlabie, was one of Lewis' leaders In 
Springfield until this present struggle. 
Delegate to the last convention of 
Lewis' at Indianapolis. Joined Socialist 
Party in the last two weeks. 
Bryon Humpries. Lived in Springfield 
for many years — never took any part in 
any struggle against any officials until 
the rank and file convention that nom- 
inated him for Vice-President Always 
against all "Reds". As is apparent, 
an opportunist of the worst type. 
Buck Roberts. Formerly a mine boss. 

100% American. Springfield. 
Win. Keek, Belleville, Socialist. Secretary 
of the Rank and File Union and now 
Secretary of the Progressive Miners 
Union. Known to be sincere and honest 
ATex Fraser & Andy Stefcd. The two al- 
ways go together. Product of the 
British Minority Movement. Leaders 
of the Gillespie sub-district in the pre- 
sent struggle. Good timber in any 
movement. 
Joe Goett, Peoria, formerly sub-district 
president of the Peoria sub-district, 
and then vice-president of Lewis' pro- 
visional officials in Illinois. 
Pat Ansbury, formerly a Lewis supporter 
against Fish wick- Walker fight. Took 
an active part in the rank and file Un- 
ion that was organized at Belleville 
and when the Rank and File Union 
merged with Walker's clique, Pat was 
elected Board Member from the Frank- 
lin county sub-district. Aggressive 
fighter and has guts. Got his experi- 
ence In the British Labor movement 
In my opinion, It was Ansbury that 
started the presest struggle against 
Walker and Lewis when Ansbury or- 
ganized the Franklin county march on 
Springfield of 3,000 miners, a few days 
after the miners found out that Walker 
had signed the first contract. It was 
that march which aroused the miners 
of Illinois. I don't know his present 
status politically. But in all of his 
speeches that I have heard he already 
brought In the class Issue and called 
for a broad united front with all work- 
ing class organizations. At the Gil- 
lespie convention where the Progres- 
sive Miners Union was formed, the 
International Labor Defense offered de- 
fense and the services of their lawy- 
ers and It was Ansbury that made the 
attack against the I. l. D. because it 
was a Communist organization. Of 
course, much of the bitterness against 
Communism is due to the past mistakes 
of the Stalinists and due to its present 
mistake of creating a condition in 
which the party drives all its would-be 
allies, and elose supporters and sym- 
pathizers away from Communism. 

Role »f the Socialist Party 
True to its historic role as capitalist 
agents in the ranks of the workers, the 
Socialist party, in the present struggle 
in the Illinois coal fields is giving support 
to Walker and Lewis who are the agents 
of the coal-operators. The National 
Committee of the Socialist party has 
made a decision that the National Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the SociaUt party 
will take no sides fn the struggle between 
the miners of Illinois who are flghtln* 
coatonetatpis,- *ad their agentv to* 
Walkers and Lewises, but leaTeslt <nm 
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The Opposition at Work 



Shachtman* Meetings 
in Chicago 

CHICAGO.— 

A series of successful meetings held 
here during the brief stay of comrade 
Max Shachunan resulted in a spurt lor- 
ward for the Left Opposition in Chicago. 
The largest meeting held was one^ in 
Hmboldt Hall where with the intense heat 
of the evening, more than 100 workers 
appeared and listened With close Interest 
to the unfolding of the Left Opposition's 
standpoint on the German events, which 
was lollowed by a number of questions 
from all over the hall on various pro- 
blems affecting the views of our group. 
Very few of the many Party and i!. C. L. 
members and sympathizers present show- 
ed that blind hostility which the- bureau- 
crats seek to instill In them, and comrade 
John Edwards, chairman of the meeting, 
received a warm reception when he ex- 
posed the frame-up launched against the 
Opposition in New Xorfc in connection 
with the death of two workers at the 
7th Street meeting. A good collection 
whs taken up for the Militant. 

At the end of the same week, a com- 
radely supper party was Held at the 
home of comrade Mashow, which was 
filled to the very doors; with League 
members and sympathizers, and even 
Party members s and friends. Shacht- 
man spoke on the role of the Lett wing 
in the Communist movement and the his- 
torical tasks imposed upon ,i,t by trie 
bankruptcy of the Stalinist regime. Here 
too several questions were asked and 
answered to clarify' the standpoint of our 
movement. Some twenty-five dollars 
were taken in as a result of the get- 
together and .ail those who attended left 
in good spirits. 

Youth Meetings 

Shachtman. also met with the members 
oi the Young Spartacus Club which has 
been formed here around a group of 
Young Oppositionists who were expelled 
fro the ioung Communist League by the 
desperate bureaucrats, although they were 
among the most active and advanced 
comrades in the League. Shachtman 
gave an outline of the development of -the 
revolutionary youth movement in Amer- 
ica and the task to be performed by the 
young Oppositionists coming into our 
movement. The youth organisation here 
is advancing rapidly despite all attempts 
of the Stalinists to dam our progress. 
Threats made by the latter have not 
availed to stop the fraternization of the 
young comrades in both orga nidations, 
and increasing sympathy among the X. 
0. L. members Is being constantly mani- 
fested. 

The Spartacus Youth Club also held 
an open meeting which was attended by 
more than 50 comrades, most of them 
young comrades, who came to hear 
Shachtman speak on Ant 1 War Congress 
masquerade of Stalinism. Until midnight 
the questions and answers flew thick and 
fast between the speaker and the Stalin- 
list representatives, one of whom dis- 
graced himself thoroughly, as well as 
the league of which he is an active func- 
tionary. He argued in favor of Com- 
munists joining capitalist ministerial 
cabinets as "a step toward taking power"! 
Ateo, he declared, the fact that Tang 
1'iag Shan, as Minister of .Agriculture in 
Ihe Hankow government in 192T, headed 
an army to suppress the peasant upris- 
ings was to be explained by the fact 
that "Communists must do anti-militar- 
ist work"! So sad is the low state to 
which the militants in the Stalinist move- 
ment have been debased, that even the 
friends of the Stalinist who were pre- 
sent urged' him to remain silent and vir- 
tually apologized for him on the floor. 
The Young Spartacus Club comrades, in 
addition, are beginning to make headway 
also among the members of the young 
Socialist organization who have been 
moving towards Communism but have 
been repulsed by the antics of the Stal- 
inist bureaucrats. The Opposition places 
great hope in the development of the 
youth movement, especially in Chicago, 
where an excellent group exists. The 
need for drawing more working youth 
into the group is keenly felt and meas- 
ures will be taken to meet the situation. 

The following night, Shachtman spoke 
on -'Problems of the Development of the 
U. S. S. R.", upon the invitation of the 
Educational Committee of the north side 
section o* the National Students' League. 
At the last minute the Y. C. L. priest- 
hood tried to maneuver the meeting in 
order to prevent Shachtman from speak- 
ing. Another speaker was arbitrarily 
sent to the meeting so a« to shut out the 
Oppositionist, but the trick did not suc- 
ceed. The audience ot 50 students, work- 
ers, Party and League members, voted 
by a majority to hear the scheduled lec- 
ture and comrade Shachtman was able 
to proceed under the chairmanship of 
comrade Nathan Gould, one of the most 
active militants of the Young Communist 
League who was recently expelled. The 
interest of the audience may be gauged 
by the fact that the meeting was ad- 
journed at 1 :30 in the morning, after 
hours of discussion and questions. 

A day later, Shachtman spoke briefly 
at the meeting of 'be Chicago branch of 
the Opposition on the growth of the 
movement in Europe, Asia, the American 
continents and South Africa. The late- 
ness of the "hour prevented more than 
a short discussion. At the eairoe meet- 
ing plans (were laid for "the winter.'s 
activities ot the Chicago League which 
are to be facilitated by the, acquisition 
of a regular headquarters, the holding 
of forums and other meetings, etc. 
South Side Meeting 
The last Sunday of his stay was oc- 
cupied by two more meetings for Shacht- 
man. The first took place at the South 
Side Forum in Washington Par*, where 
Shachtman again spoke on the German 



situation, the danger of Fascism to ttaa 
Soviet Union, the German and interna- 
tional working class, and explained the 
standpoint of the Opposition. Several 
hundred workers were in attendance, and 
although he -spoke during the dinner 
hour, they listened attentively to the 
very end. 

The same evening Shachtman spoke on 
the role of the Left Opposition at a 
foundation meeting for the "Friends of 
the Militant Club" which has been or- 
ganized by friends and sympathizers of 
the Militant in Chicago. All those who 
were present pledged to join the club. 
The Labor Day week-end prevented a full 
attendance by many who had signified 
their intention of becoming members, 
and it is expected that, the Club will 
grow rapidly and become a rallying cen- 
ter for the radicals in Chicago. Doctor 
Ruby was selected as secretary and 
plans are being made for the elaboration 
Of activities for the coming fall and 
winter period.— X. 



Opposition Expands 
Its Activities 

With the rising tide of the class Strug- 
gle everywhere the I^cft. Opposition is 
striving to carry out the tasks Imposed 
on it by iU historic mission. It is break- 
ing new ground wherever the objective 
situation and its forces enable It to. The 
small sisse of its membership still imposes 
on it a certain modesty In its efforts. 
But these are only, we may say, the 
acorns from Which will grow the revolu- 
tionary oaks oE tomorrow. 

Host important «f out present activ- 
ities is the work we are doing In the 
Illinois coal fields. There we have ex- 
cellent prospects and a tremendous up- 
hill struggle. But the party's false and 
damaging, policies in the past period have 
estranged the bulk of the miners from 
.Communism with the result that they 
look on every spokesman for Communism 
with suspicion. Against this obstacle 
our comrades in the field, both those who 
live and work there and those who have 
gone out as Held organizers, are striv- 
ing to redeem the lost prestige of Com- 
munism. 

They are trying to organize branches 
of the L. <). and groups of sympathizers. 
They are following up the shipments of 
the hundreds of Militants we are mak- 
ing weekly to establish a base for a wid- 
er circulation. And they are trying to 
establish workers' correspondence direct 
from the miners themselves. 

All reports from the field; to date tell 
a story of the great work being done In 
the front rank of the struggle. The re- 
ports tell, too, mi alarming story of the 
swift ri.se of the Socialist party and the 
isolation of the Communist party, held 
back from i!w rightful place at the head 
of the si niggle by the Incorrect policies 
of Its .leadership. What is needed from 
u>{ is a great effort to put forward the 
banner of Communism, For this we need 
organizers, literature and money. We 
are asking our sympathizers to help Im- 
mediately with donations. Kusb all funds 
to the MILflTANT, S* Kast 10th Street, 
New York, N. Y. 

Davenport, Iowa 

Recently, possibilities for work for the 
Left Opposition have developed in Daven- 
port, Iowa. Comrade Satlr from Chic- 
ago has gone to Davenport He will also 
do organizational and propaganda work 
in Muscatine, and Council Bluffs. Re- 
ports from that area tell another story 
of a politii-al group making political and 
organizational capital of the blunders of 
the Stalinists. This time it is the Pro- 
letarian party which is trying to salvage 
for its own ends the wreckage left be- 
hind by the Stalinists. Watch the Mili- 
tant for reports of. comrade Satir's work. 

Two comrades from the .Minneapolis 
branch are working in Des Moines to- 
gether with comrades in the party. They 
are distributing Militants and literature 
and are sowing the ground for' future or- 
ganizational reaping. Watch the Militant 
for reports of their work. 

N. y. Picnic A Success 

The New York picnic was a success. 
The weather was the best we could ask 
for, allowing a large turnout of com- 
rades and sympathizers who were well 
taken care of by the food 'committee's or- 
ganization of the banquet and refresh- 
ments. The Young Spartacus Club trim- 
med the League team and won the ball 
gamy. 

Comrade Shachtman spoke on the Left 
Opposition, dealing with the German 
struggle. The Frieuds of the Soviet Un- 
ion and the Tremont Workers Clubs held 
picnics in adjoining plots. Friendly 
discussions were held by comrades all 
day, but the climax was reached when 
over fifty of these workers came over 
to listen to our speaker The discussion 
period was lively, interesting and order- 
ly. Many Stalinist sympathisers left the 
discussion with a better understanding of 
the Marxian position of the Left Opposi- 
tion. The Communist worker of the 
Centrist faction is showing greater inter- 
est in our meetings, our indoor meet- 
ings, our street meetings and our picnics. 
The Militant received $40.00 from the 
.picnic. 



The Four Portraits of Chiang Kai-Shek 

What Happened to the Ones Sent to Stalin, Rykov and 

Vorofchilov, and the One for . . . Trotiky 

EXTRACTS FROM THE ARCHIVES OF STALINIST UNITED FRONT FOLIC* 



On April 5, 182?, Stalin defended his 
alliance with Chiang Kai-Shek before a 
select meeting of party officials fn the 
Moscow Hall of the Columns. "Borodin 
is vigilant!" Through the Intermediary 
of a vigilant agent he hoped to co-oi-dln- 
ate the struggle of the classes and io 
utilize ft. On April 11, 1927. Chiang 
Kai-Shek after having smashed the pro- 
letariat, carried through his coup d'Mtat 
in Shanghai. Shortly before the over- 
throw, Chiang Kai-Shek still found time 
to exchange portraits with Stalin, ltykov 
and Vorosehilov, through the medium of 
Staiin's personal agent in China, Bubnov. 
It should not be forgotten that in those 
days the Kuo Min Tang belonged to the 
Communist International with an advis- 
ory vote. The fourth portrait of Chiang 
Kai-Shek was intended for an exchange 
with . . . Trotsky. The Secretariat, of 
the E. €. C. I. not only sent along Chiang 
Kai-Shek's portrait with a note to Trot- 
sky but also categorically demanded that 
Trotsky promptly send back to the Sec- 
retariat his own portrait for transmis- 
sion to Chiang, with a corresponding de- 
dication. Behind this whole action, it is 
plain, stood the Political Bureau of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. 
The supposition advanced in the Trotsky 
letter reproduced below, that all this 
was happening "without the knowledge 
of the leading persons" is naturally mteaat 
ironically. We already know that Stalin 
did at that time exchange his portrait 
for that of his Chinese ally. Here is 
Trotsky's letter : 



To the Has tern Secretariat of the E.C.C.I. 

Copy; To the Presidium of the E C C I, 
and the Political Bureau of the Cen- 
tral Committee: 

Nr. 45-c 

Returned from leave of absence, I 
found flic photograph of Chiang Kai- 
Shek sent me through the Eastern De- 
partment of the K. {.'. C. I. and the re- 
quest promptly to send him my auto- 
graphed picture Ilad I received such a 
request through the Foreign Office then, 
regardless of. my attitude toward this 
request. 1 would find the fact itself ex- 
plainable. Hut it is absolutely incompre- 
hensible to rae why the Eastern Depurt- 
ment of the E. C. C. L— the international 
organization of the Communist vanguard 
of the proletariat— occupies iteslf with 
such a thoroughly compromising matter 
as the spreading of portraits of Chiang 
Kai-Shek, on lop of that — -as a result of 
a malicious irony of fate— on the eve of 
the coup d'Etat carried out by him I do 
not doubt that this job, unseemly for the 
13. C. C. I., was done by some employee 
i,f fire Ka stern Department not enpower- 
ed to do it, without, the knowledge o'f 
the leading persons and especially of the 
Presidium of the E. C. C. I„ as a con- 
sequence of which 1 deem it necessary 
to bring tills distasteful affair to your 
attention The picture of Chiang Kai- 
Shek I am herewith returning. 

With Communist Greetings 
April 18, 1027 L. TROTSKY. 



Letters from Militants 



A Reply to Comrade Allard 



FAIRY TALES AND FAIR? TALES 

A returned delegate has said that > the 
most absorbing thing at the, Barbusse 
i Amsterdam Congress was the remarkable 
way Martin Anderson Xeso, Danish writ- 
er, had of telling fairy tales. An even 
more remarkable thing is the manner in 
which pacifist fairy tales are being told 
today by the Stalinists in the name of 
Communism. 



Dear Comrade Allard ; 

Your letter of August :it (published! 
as an answer to the party bureaucrats inl 
last week's Militant) calls for some! 
clarification. First of all let us sayj 
that we fully recognize the enormous 
provocation from the bureaucratic party 
leaders to which you have been subjected 
over a period of time. You have acted 
as a militant on the firing line anei in 
the leadership of a mass movement fight- 
ing for correct policies. This is the 
reason for the provocation. In view of 
this your reaction is understandable ; but 
your conclusion is faulty. 

Tlie Party and Its Errors 

Our attitude to the party we must de- 
fine correctly and precisely. We defend 
the Communist party at all times, but 
we defend none of its mistakes. Our de- 
fense presupposes a light against the 
false views, tactics, methods and policies 
of Jts leadership, in this sense we make 
a distinction between the party and its 
bureaucratic leadership, and only in that 
manner can we corcctiy defend the party. 

This is not a new conclusion which 
we have come to just recently. On the 
contrary, it has formed a basic principle 
of the Left Opposition platform since its 
inception, and all exeriences so far have 
fully substantiated its validity. iThis 
cotclusion proceeds from our recognition ' 
of the great role assigned isy history to ' 
the Communist party. The proletarian! 
revolution is inconceivable without the 
leadership of the Communist party. To 
prepare for the attainment of that goal 
the every -da j' working class struggles 
require the active intervention and direc- 
tion of the Communist party. In order 
to illustrate this latter point we need 
only cite the situation at. present <exlst- 
-ing in the Illinois coal fields. 

You have there a powerful movement 
now marching Ip a progressive direc- 
tion. It Is made up of workers who have 
learned many bitter lessons and who 
have therefore broken *wifh the past. Its 
leadership is composed of elements of 
various views and tendencies, ranging 
from the outright conservative of capital- 
ist ideology to the Communist view. 
These various tendencies will pull in 
different directions with the conservative 
ones applying the brakes upon the -pro- 
gressive development which is so neces- 
sary, and driving the movement back- 
ward. While a solid rank and tile con- 
trol Is essential for the success of the 
new union it is just as necesary that 
it have a leadership conscious of Its 
tasks and capable of pursuing a genuine 
progressive course. Is there any possi- 
ble way of guaranteeing this without a 
Communist nucleus functioning actively, 
constantly exerting its influence and 
clearly showing this direction. You will 
readily agree with us that all genuine 
Left wingers should function in an or- 
ganised manner within this mass move- 
ment to help insure a correct course. 
But that would also he a hopeless task 
without the initiative of a Communist 
nucleus. Needless to add that in gener- 
al, in the decisive struggles which, will 
face tire new union, this responsibility 
of the Communist forces only multiplies. 
These examples we believe are sufllcient- 
to emphasize the role, the duty and the 
tasks of the Communist party in the 
revolutionary perspectives as well as in 
the every-day working class problems. 
Blunders of Stalinism 
However, and here we come to an 
extremely important question, it is pre- 
cisely in this role and in these duties 
that the Communist party has failed 
mos.f glaringly since its leadership fell 
into the hands of the Stalin regime. We 
have repeated time and again the exam- 
ples of the fatally false policies pursued 
by this regime in the Chinese revolution 
of 1025-27, in the British general strike 
of 1926 and now being repeated in the 
extremely critical situation in Germany 
todav. It Is repeated again In workers' 



struggles of today in America, though on 
a smaller and less decisive scale. From 
these false concepts and wrong policies 
flow the bureaucratic method and prac- 
tices which not only stifles the party and 
renders it impotent, unable to develop and 
grow in objectively favorable situations, 
but strangles its activities and the move- 
ments if. influences and controls. This 
prevents the party from tuliilling its 
great historic mission, it prevents it from 
functioning as an active factor giving 
correct direction to the every -day strug- 
gles, n alienates the workers from the 
party. 

Despite all this, or we may say par- 
ticularly because of this, our duty be- 
comes the more clearly outlined. We re- 
cognize that the ConSraunist party can 
fulfill Its historic mission and Its tasks 
of today only through a correct Marxian 
orientation. We know how essential the 
Communist party is. and that it is the 
only workers political party. This is 
why we make 'the distinction between 
the Communist party and the mistakes 
of its leadership. This also defines our 
attitude to the party. We do not assume 
to function in its place in the sense of 
taking over the duties of the party. But 
we must combat the wrong reactions of 
workers who, because of these mistakes, 
turn against the ideas of Communism. 
We must uphold the banner of Commun- 
ism, and hence, to regenerate the party, 
io restore it to the basis of Marx and 
Lenin becomes the fundamental objec- 
tive. Combining this with our active 
participation in the class struggle, In 
the solution of the every -day problems 
of the working class, we will carry for- 
ward the banner of Communism and fight 
for the realization of its ideas. This is 
our task to which we must devote onr. 
selves in earnest. It proceeds through 
the kind of struggles In which you and 
others of our comrades are now so ac- 
tively engaged. 

Question of United Front 

It is in direct accord with the above 
that we also want io correct the state- 
ment in your letter of invitation to "the 
rank and file of the National Miners 
Cnion" (for a united front). Maintain- 
ing this attitude would be to imitate the 
mistakes of the Stalinist bureaucrats, in 
reversed form. The National Miners Un- 
ion we consider -as a hona tide workers" 
organisation. Moreover' it is a Left wing 
union. Our attitude to this union as 
well as to the other unions named by 
yon must' be that of a genuine united 
front. Hence we must approach these 
unions, and especially the Left union, 
officially, in our united front policy, as 
an organization to be invited through its 
elected leadership, simultaneously urging 
the rank and file membership fhat the in- 
vitaiton be accepted. 

Unpin™ this will help to clear up these 
few points. I remain 

Fraternally yours, 

AliNE SWABECk. 



Watch the coming number of the 
Militant! 

JAPAN 

Beginning in—the next issue of the 
Militant, we' plan to publish a series of 
fimeiy articles on the developments of 
capitalism in Japan and the present 
situation in that great imperialist 
power of the Orient. The series of 
articles is by Louis Weber who has 
devoted himself to an extensive study 
oi' .Japanese condilions and develop- 
ments and especially in view of the 
recent events in Manchuria, the theme 
of the series acquires extraordinary 
importance and interest. 



Shipstead Exposes His 
Bankruptcy 

MINNEAPOLIS.— 

Yesterday, Sunday,, September 4th. the 
Minneapolis Central 'Labor Union held 
its annuual labor pli-nic at I'owderhorn 
Park with its program of sports, re 
feshinents and speaking. The writer to- 
gether with other members of the Com- 
munist League attended the picnic 'to 
listen to the speakers and to place our 
constructive criticism on the political 
bankruptcy of their utterances while 
mingling with the workers present. 

During the entire program, speaker af- 
ter speaker reminded fhc Workers of 
their plight of mounting taxation and 
growing unemployment, of the heavy con- 
centration of wealth in the last twenty 
years on the one hand and growing 
.poverty with all its attendant miseries 
on the other. But not one single state 
ment was made by any of them which 
I heard as to what the workers ought to 
do about it. 

Senator Ilcurik Shipstead, who has 
spent ten years in the IT. S. Senate as 
a Farmer- Lab o rite and" during that timi 
has traveled extensively in America am. 
Europe for his own entertainment, was 
the main speaker of the afternoon. The 
platform was equipped with amplifiers 
to convey the words spoken at the micro- 
phone to>the thousands of workers, un- 
employed and partly employed, who wait- 
ed in vain for instructions as to what 
to do with their economic ills. It was 
a splendid opportunity for anyone per 
mitted to use that microphone to spread 
ideas to largo numbers of workers 
eager to listen and learn. The equipment 
was there, the workers by the thousand? 
were there but those who could and 
would give then} ad,viee were carefully 
kept from the platform. Instead it was 
used by labor bureaucrats, public offi- 
cials and Farmer-Labor politicians whe 
cither had no advice to offes'the workers 
or lacked the courage to do so. 

Skipstead Exposes His Political 
Bankruptcy 

The Senator spoke at length on the 
laborer and his labor power which the 
Creator had given him at his birth ant; 
collected at his death. That the crea 
tion did not stop on the sixth day a; 
stated in genesis, but that labor con 
tinues to create and produce. He spoki 
of wealth concentration, unsound, financ- 
ing on and off the gold standard and 
inflation and deflation of money, ■etc., 
efie. He also informed the workers of 
the misery and suffering which flows 
from prolonged and growing tmomploy 
ment. This was, no doubt, refreshing 
news and very Instructive to the fiaou 
sands of Minneapolis workers who hnvt 
been out of jobs for the last two years 
and stood in line for soup ami charity 
After his lamentation on bad conditions 
and 'poor statesmenship at Washington he 
abruptly ended his talk by paying his 
compliments to Governor Olson, who was 
absent speaking somewhere else. So af 
tvr Ihe workers had patiently wuited and 
listened to the •.flow of words from the 
amplifiers telling them of their suffering 
they were all of a sudden left there 
standing by the Senator without one sin- 
gle suggestion or practical proposal as 
to what to do about their growing tlif- 
fieuities. 

Of course wc Communists did not ra- 
pect anything else from the characters 
who spoke but, no doubt, many of thi 
workers did. We as Communists and 
trade unionists went to the .Minneapolis 
labor picnic to get more and eonerefi 
evidence of Ihe political bankruptcy oi 
those who spoke and whom the grem 
masses of workers have so far followed 
and supported for political leadership. 
This cumulative evidence we as Commun- 
ists use in a practical way to help and 
direct the Workers, step by step, towards 
the proper goal through the proper 
medium, the Communist parly, willi a 
Communist program. 

The League members distributed a 
large number of the leaflet, issued by tlu 
National Committee on the German sit- 
uation and handbills announcing our 
open forum meeting next Saturday, at 
1S30 Kast Franklin Avenue and our 
"Hard Time Weiner Roast" at Glenwood 
Park next Sunday, September llth. -The 
Attiude of the Farmer-Labor Party to- 
wards the Farmers' Strike" will be the 
subject for discussion at the open forum 
meeting, and "The Civil War in Germany 
Today" will be the subject discussed at 
the Glenwood Park affair. By attend- 
ing both of these meetings workers, em- 
ployed or unemployed, will get informa- 
tion concerning their problems which 
they were unable to get from those who 
were privileged to speak at the well at- 
f ended picnic of the Minneapolis Cen- 
tral Labor Union. — o, M. 
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Another * Leader » 
Asainst War 

LOS ANGELES.— 

Among .the Ch'osen leaders- of the 
•'World Congress Against War" appears 
the name of Upton Sinclair as one of 
the organizers of the movement, along 
with H, O. Wells-— another smug little 
bourgeois phllistlne, as Lenin once con. 
tempt n ous ly referred to him. 

Sinclair's shifly 'revolutionary" record 
—as a proletarian propagandist of Prohi- 
bition, socialism and patriotic pacifism- 
is pretty well known, even to his friends 
and comrades on Dally Worker and the 
New Mast.es; but the following data may 
ue of interest to your readers— other than 
the Stalinists (who have to read The 
Militant on the. sly, to keep posted on the 
revolutionary situation]. 

in opposition to the official stand 
taken by the Socialist Party fit America— 
in which -he was and is a shining light 
— -Sinclair issued a manifesto or "round 
robin ' letter during the World War, 
asobtlis-.fng the intellectuals in the party 
(o come out openly in support of the 
Allies. The leading Socialist workers were 
appealed to, to take sides in the great- 
est organized slaughter of human beings 
in the history of the world. Many of the 
most prominent Socialists in America re- 
sponded to the call. Spargo, Walling, 
Stokes, Ghent, A. M. Simons, Charles 
Bd ward Russell, Frank Born, Allan Ben- 
son (one time Socialist, candidate for 
President)— and other "Mar slat" rene- 
gades — Joined up with the forces of Im- 
perialism, and devoted their talents to 
the service of their capitalist masters — In 
persuading the workers to destroy one 
another *to make the world safe for 
Democracy"! 

In 191S. during the. progress of the 
war, Upton Sinclair — the great champion 
of peace (in pence-time) — declared to the 
writer, in just these words, that "the 
salvation of society depends on how many 
Germans we can kill!'' 

As a confirmation that these were the 
true sentiments of this professed paci- 
fist, I have in my possession a letter, 
dated Pasadena, California, June 23, 
191S, which Upton Sinclair wrote— (and 
sent to ine through the V,. S. Postofflce, 
where it was opened by the authorities — 
Mudemning my attitude toward the war. 
In this letter, he said: 

"I do not like misunderstandings and I 
will therefore make my position clear. 

"I take this war seriously. I believe 
that it is Ihe greatest crisis in history, 
and that the cooperafion of every lover 
nf liberty Is imperatively required. You 
do not agree with this. You regard the 
war with contemptuous indifference, and 
you declare your intention to remain 
aloof from It. 

"I am a Socialist, and consider it neces- 
sary to sacrifice one's personality to the 
community." 

(Signed) "U. SINCLAIR." 

This is not a mere hysterical outburst 
oi ill-considered opinion — as might be 
expected from this quarter. It Is the 
calm and reasoned expression of the 
antbor's 'sincere' conviction and belief 
(af the fimo— though some of us may be 
utterly unable to understand or follow 
bis line of reasoning. It recalls the dis- 
tinguished writer's freak war 1 - time maga- 
zine — or private journal of opinion — 
"Upton Sinclair's", which came to an 
early end in tlie heroic effort to give 
blnh io ■Wilsonion Socialism". 

This is one of the men to be trusted 
agnin to tell the workers what to do 
in case of war I 

When the threatened war breaks out 
etween the forces that stand for reac- 
ion and (hose that make for progres*^- 
between the forces behind the falling 
-truct.ure of capitalism, on the one side, 
ind those representing the rising power 
of the dispossessed workers of the world, 
on the other— we «hall know where to 
look for these peace-loving patriots, who 
lie always ready to "sacrifice" them, 
selves, and their professed principles, 
for the benefit of their country and their 
■lass. They will lie found in the camp 
't the enemy, exhorting the workers to be 
'aithful to their masters and fight tor 
Their "freedom"— to work and to starve 
^-driving them unwillingly into another 
ruthless war, "to preserve Humanity", 
•to slem the -tide of Asiatic barbarism", 
"to save Civilization from Communist 
chaos and ruin." 

In the last war, it was the ferocious 
'Huns" our young men were taught to 
fear and forced to fight— because they 
ate little Belgian children alive when 
they couldn't get rabbits; and they were 
on their way to America to take away 
our wives and daughters. In the next 
one, the "Yellow Peril" will be the scare 
and cry raised to stir the masses Into 
war frenzy ; the "Bolshevik Beast" will be 
the bugalmo spread throughout the west- 
ern world by the yellow capitalist press 
—with the help of hypocritical howlers 
for peace, prosperity and human brother- 
hood—under capitalist control. 

The^self-sitcrlHclng socialistic patriots 
and the humanitarian capitalistic paci- 
fists will fall into line when Uie bugle 
blows— and "do their bit" In the coming 
war "to make the world safe"'for Dem- 
agoguery. 

W. A. NELSON COLLIER. 



FILL REPORTS ON AMSTERDAM 
CONGRESS 

Just as the forms for this issue are 
being locked up, the mail brings us a 
detailed report of the deliberations of 
the Barbusse Congress in Amsterdam 
and the role played in them by the Left 
Opposition delegates. The brief sum. 
wary contained in this issue will there- 
fore be extensively supplemented in the 
nest number with the newly-arrived r- 
port. . All readers are urged to be on 
the lookout for this extremely important 
•Material. 
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WeisborcTs Reply to Trotsky *s Letter 



Comrade Trotsky: 

The Communist League of Struggle has 
carefully considered your lust letter to 
our organization. In considering this 
letter we also had before us the report 
of our representative, comrade Albert 
Wei-bord who has just returned from 
his visit to yon and to the various sec- 
tWiis of the Left Opposition. 

We are very happy to note that friend. 
Jier relations have been abie to he estab- 
lished and we fei'l that much misunder- 
-.t:iudiiig has been wiped away and tt 
,;, actlcal basis laid for the entrance of 
• /•it organisation into the Left Opposition 
llirotigh unification with the Communist 
League of America. 

wiLir new letter has. first of till, cleared 
iht- ground of a good deal of matter that 
stood in rhe way of our mutual eoming- 
lo-geiher and has taken an entirely dif- 
li'i'i nt approach to us. No longer' ore 
our views so misunderstood that wc are 
charged with deriding publishing work 
or opposing mass action to propaganda. 
No longer is the charge made that we are 
connected with Landau in Europe or with 
Lovestone in America. In this respect we 
are also happy to note that many of the 
loasons given by the loaders of the Am- 
erican League against us. have been 
ignored by yon and thus tacitly repudi- 
ated. No longer, for example, is the 
charge made that we want to help Ghandl 
•ti it.dla, that we are opportunist on the 
ijue-ition of China, that wo belong with 
Pay. 1 who has now, we hear, joined the 
Socialist I'afty; etc. Quite the contrary 
we are ^lad to learn that though the top 
leaders of the American League aided 
people who wrecked our headquarters 
and stole our library and document*; and 
even now welcome these wreckers at 
their meetings, and though one of these 
leaders had declared that only the rope 
could be the medium between us and that 
we acted us agent r. blowing the whistle 
for the police, you have welcomed our 
representative and in your letter opened 
the door for entrance into the Left Op- 
position. On our part we shall do all we 
can to join forces with the Lef% Opposi- 
tion. 

First of oil we wish to admit that on 
the question of the Labor Party we made 
a serious error in that our group had 
declared in Its general theses: "'The 
Communists at this time especially 
must not drop the sh>gan of a Labor 
Party."' 

Our error was serious in that in call- 
ing for the formation of the l^ibor Party 
we were making the same error, In a 
sense, as the Rigtii wing and the Comin- 
tern had made in its various adventures 
in which it had denied the legitimate 
role of the Parly and had acted as coolies 
for tile reformists. 

Oar group had laken Ihe following 
position : 

1. The Europeu nidation of American 
politic must bring about an inevitable 
ami imminent development of a mass 
party of workers destined to change the 
political face of the V. S. Historically, 
such a mass party has taken three forms, 
namely, a Socialist party, a Communist 
party, and a Labor {tarty. The question 
now arises what form is probable as the 
next step in the political history of the 
working class in the I'nited States, where 
Inert 1 is at present no mass Socialist 
party or Communist pai'ly and where as 
yet the Labor parly does not exist? 

2. There is no question that the great 
sharpening of the inner and outer con- 
tradictions of American capitalism gives 
the basis for a tenseness of relationships, 
a lestiveness of the mass which can en- 
able both Communists and Socialists to 
grow greatly, ft is a f:tct, however 1 , that 
despite the great and unprecedented 
severity of the crisis and of its effects, 
the American working masses have 
fought shy of both llfest parties or have 
not been effect I vely reached by them. 
Such it growth of a revolutionary Com- 
munist party is certainly not out of the 
question this depends both on the sharp- 
ening of the capitalist contradictions 
and the policy of the Communists— nor 
is the formation of a Labor party inevit- 
able. Nevertheless the existing situation 
is such that ihe American workers will 
be compelled to take independent polit- 
ical action of their own so as to try 
to counter pose their class interests to 
those of the bourgeoisie and to strive 
to ameliorate their conditions. That such 
political action may very likely take the 
form of a Labor party can be seen by 
Ihe great movement for a Labor party 
which sprung up after the lasi crisis in 
the mitcd States in 1921. 

;t. The formation of a Labor party at 
the present lime would mart a great .step 
forward for the American working class. 
Tills Is true precisely because the pre- 
sent sif nation shows it would be formed 
not due primarily to the great growth o£ 
Communism in Am-erlcn which the em- 
ployers fear and wish to forestall, but 
primarily as a symptom of the beginnin 
leftward drift of the masses who are 
still illusioneii by democracy and still 
misled by reformists and who form a 
separate Labor party' despite the hour, 
geoisie. Kntirely different from a So. 
cialist party, the Labor party in Its in- 
ception is really not a Party at nil but 
an amorphic mass movement. In fact, 
the Labor party, in one sense, can be 
conceived as an integrated series of ant 
ted fronts by which the masses launch 
their own indeifc-ndcnt struggle against 
th bourgeoisie on e very-day concrete 
questions. The Labor party although 
serving as a barrier 10 Communism yet 
under th'e present c i re am stances sets the 
masses against the will of its reformist 
leaders, on the road to overcoming those 
very barriers of reformism. This am- 
orphic political mass movement called 
the Labor party serves as mi arena with- 
in which the Communists can wrest the 
masses from the reformists." 

Where we made our .error was In eon- 

•ding from the;e premises, the general 

•hich we still hold to be correct, 
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that it was necessary for the Commun- 
ists to help organize that Labor party. 
What we failed to realize was that the 
Labor party was an amorphous mass 
movement thai rapidly became a PARTY, 
that It was more than an integrated ser- 
ies of united fronts but a I'AItTY. or 
to put it another way, we faired to real- 
ise lhai in INTKGHATING this series of 
united fronts »>■ were creating another 
PARTY, reformist and dual to the Com- 
munist. We faifed to understand that 
all united fronts created by us must be 
specific and definite, while a Labor party 
is a PEJtMANriNT organization with 
alms that vary, an organization that to 
the masses carries an entirely different 
meaning than ordinary united front. In 
this respect your recent article on the 
Lal*>r party question has proved of 
great value in correcting these errors in 
the position of the Communist League of 
Struggle. 

It is no more the task of the American 
Communists to organize a petty-bourgeois 
Pany standing between the bourgeoisie 
and the proletariat in the form of a 
Labor parly, than it would have been 
for the Chinese Communists to have 
helped organize the Kuo Min Tang in 
China. The Kuo Mln Tang also symbol- 
ized ihe Europcanlzation of politics- 



the leading sections of the International 
Left Opposition, which we have only 
just now had the opportunity to have. 
We cannot be condemned for being late 
in revising our views when you_ yourself 
have only recently written on the sub- 
pect, not having mentioned it even in 
your first letter to ub. 

We cannot leave this important ques- 
tion of the Labor party without calling 
attention to several errors In the posi- 
tion of the Communist League, of Am- 
erica. The American League, in its last 
thesis, has declared that the question of 
a lAbor party has less of a timely sig- 
nificance than in the past. How can this 
position be reconciled with your opinion 
that the question of the Labor party has 
now become decisive for the American 
groups adhering to the Left. Opposition? 
Does the American League believe that 
the Buropea nidation of American politics 
which yon have stressed as imminent 
will take only the form of mass Social- 
ist and Communist parties as in Ger. 
any? Such an analysis is far from a 
realistic appreciation of the American 
situation at the present time and is far 



blHtiea, never utilized by the Stalinists, 
for the large growth of the Communist 
party, in the !_'. S., but certainly uiso 
in rhe light of present day facts and 
conditions in America we can not agree 
that the most probable perspective to 
which we can mm is ihat the Labor 
party, like the Znbatov I.'iiions under 
the (V.ar. will be organized mainly as 
a deliberate move against Communism. 
As we see American conditions today (to- 
morrow may compel another analysis 
based on new world events) we can de^ 
dure that out of the great complex of 
social forces leading to the formation of 
a Labor party, the primary leading force 
will he the movement of the working 
chiss to the lefi on the road nt indepen- 
dent political cla-s action against the 
capitalists and even if .such a movement 
were lo have in it capitalist elements who 
are primarily concerned in utilizing the 
Labor party, against Communism and 
even if those conscious anti-Communist 
elements were dominant, yet the Labor 
party movement itself would be unleash- 
in" those very forces destined to over- 
throw ail antt-Oommunist plans. To 
eoneive of the Labor party primarily as 
a movement carefully controlled by cap- 
italists and formed to meet the menace 
of Communism 'rather than primarily a* 
a spontaneous movement of the workurs 



The Elections in Greece 

Left Opposition Holds Aloft Banker of International Communism 



from being born out by the facts. The aKiliust the capitalists is to distort the 
Communist League of Struggle wishes ,,i,.tu,e. Taking such a view, we believe 
here to reiterate its view that, far from it was i„ eorreu t for the American League 
being less Important, the Labor party j f0 mak( , it mere ij- an "open question" 
question will lend to become even more whether, under such circumstances the 



and more important, in the ranks of the 
working class. 

You declare in your statement on the 
Lahor party question that you cannot 
atiirm that the creation of a Labor party 



be created. 11 is also our position as 
well as yours that even If it were objee- 



Chinese politics — and it also historically , -,,,-., 

marked a progressive step forward , or j wo.Ud be a progr^sive step .n the Pmted 

the Chinese masses and provided «n ! * ,tart * h " (auw • vou Uo ' hnow und ^ 
arena for Communism (as Indeed it what ctrcumstan^s such a party would 

might be conceived that even the creation 

of a Socialist party might do in some , , . 

countries, vet historv has decisively , *}"** a Passive *'ep it i* not our 
-hown us what criminality it would be 1 ^ ° *f'P "^ni* *» ch « ■*"*< f 
if the formation of such a Kuo Min Tang P roclalnl ,ts Progressiveiiess. but on the. 
(or hypothetical Socialist party) were Contrary, its nisuffclency ambiguity and 
due to the actions and propaganda of lf»edness and its historical role as a 
tlre Communist themselves. hindrance to the proletarian revolution. 

Nevertheless the question goes deeper 
A party exists for the seizure of power. I than ft ^^ onp Thp ^ ^^ 

Kvery worker knows that, lo ask him to I)( whut lliwtori< , al p^^ , n Amer lcau 
organize a Labor Party is inevitably to 
give him the conception that the Labor I 
party is the instrument for seizure of 
jiowei'. Such a conception paves the way, 
for all the monstrous crimes committed 
hy .Stalinism and the Right wing. | 

However, we must declare that in your, 
.eiter to us we believe you have critic. I 
rue us loo severely. You must know that] 
i'oi over two years, up to very recently, ' 
ihe Communist League of America also 
had the same slogans as we did on the 
Labor party cjueiilion, changing its thesis 
only at its last national conference, 
all that time, the Labor party question 
\\a< not considered a decisive onte, cap., 

able of barring a group from the Left The Belgian working-class Is at present of the Communis! party and the llpposi- 
Opposition and it was not', [therefore, engaged in one of the greatest and most lion were arrested. 



politics are we in America at the present 
time? You imply that the more probable 
perspective in America is the huge growth 
of a Communist party putting such pres- 
sure on the employing class that the 
Labor party would be organised by cap- 
italist elements solely as a weapon 
against the Communist party. 

We believe such an analysis is not 
correct. Certainly there are great possi-l 



Communists should participate and worts 
within the Labor party. 

Of course, as the Labor party is not 
organized yet in America, this is music 
of the future Yet we wish to call to 
your attention that the American League] 
has taken an un-Leninist position on the 
wtio'.e question of the united front, even 
though on the Labor party question the 
American League did reach a correct 
conclusion. We have, for example, re- 
ported to you how. contrary to your op- 
inion, the American League is against the 
idea that tiie Communists in India should 
enter the Indian National Revolutionary 
Congress; iiow, contrary to your opinion, 
the American League failed to send dele- 
gates to general united front meetings 
called by labor organizations outside tiie 
Communist party and how it failed to 
organize united fronts where possible. If 
we have erred on the Labor party ques- 
tion, it was also because we zealously 
wished that the Left Opposition in Am r 
erica actively parlieiiiate in the life of! 
the American working class and enter 
into all its concrete kitties, 

(To be continued; 



tit Outcome of the Belgian Miners' Strife 



because of this question lhat the Com- important struggles if has witnessed for 
munist Ijcagifc of America or the Inter- yuars. The whole mining pproletariat is 
national Secretariat at first rejected col- striking! To understand the full import - 
lalinratio.il with us. For the first time, llnea of this fact, it is sufficient i.o re- 
then, through your letter to us, we have member that the coal-mining industry in 
learned lhat you considered this ques. Heigiura is one of the most important of 
lion a decisive one. ;t )l. 

In respect, to this matter of "decisive for months, the owners, encouraged 

questions'" permit us to add that there! ilm i supported by the social trade -union 



are other questions which we consider 
decisive and which you should put to 
the American League. To mention only 
two of these questions: Is it so '"deci- 
sive" ihat a League should be ran by 
people who voluntarily turn over the 
names and addresses of members and 
spm]>athi'/.ers, subscribers to their paper, 
to the I'nited States government? Is it 
not "decisive" that on such a burning 
question in the I'nited States as the 
Wgro question, the American League 
now For close to four years has token no 
official pod t ion. taking t*e ground it 
must "study the question" {great con- 
solation to the struggling Negro masses)? 
Certainly all questions can be "deci- 
-■ive'' one/e they are developed and ex. 
panded upon and brought into general 
relation with the general theoretical 
program of the organization. But what 



leaders' apathy and consent, were apply- 
ing successive 'cut.* In wages. Most. of | 
tile miners, moreover, were but working 
four or five days week. NotwUhstand-[ 
lug all the. danger's of their work, the 
miners and their families were literally 
driven to poverty and want. 

This situation couldn't last, and when 
a new cut was to be applied, the strike 
broke out In several pits of the Rorin- 
age. The trade union leaders did not 
advocate the extension o£ the strike, but, 



A Lesson to the Workers 

It was a great occasion for the work. 
itiK class to leani and see by ilsell' who 
its. defenders are, especially fol' the 
young, who hadn't even yet experienced 
a great proletarian struggle. They can 
now see by themselves what the several 
organizations who pretend lo group the 
young workers with the aim of fighting 
for their righteous claims, have done. 

Tiie "'Young Christian Workers" or- 
ganization, numerically the greatest youth 
organization in Belgium, dependent on 
the Catholic party (conservatives!, at its 
recent congress, doesn't even think it 
necessary to mention the esislem-e of a 
strike in Belgium! 

The Yomig Socialist tried, il must be 
said, to conduct an anti-mililarist cam- 
paign. As in Belgium military service 




and its extension 
and industries. 

This elementary mass movement was 
not foreseen by the leaders, and it wasn't 
conducted by them, it was imposed upon 



must be kept In mind in relation to the tho|n bj . thf , , LghtlnK wiu ((f the m ji K -rs 

Labor party question in America is: [hpmM q' VO s. AH that was left to the re- 
1. There was no large-scale move- ( f orm i a ts was to follow, and so they did, 

ment for a Labor party actually being tryina by all means to regain over the 

organized and that our error therefore minora the control that had slipped out 

was concerning a eontigency rather than of tni , ir . hands, 
an actualitv and this made it easier for 



us to fall into error. 

•2. It was never the position of the 
Communist League of Struggle to behave 
even remotely as Stalin in acting a.s the 
ccolFe for the Kuo Min Tang. We have 
constantly stressed, the necessity and 
historic independent role of the Commun- 
ist party. It was our intention to util- 
ize the Labor party movement for 1 the 
building up of a strong Communist 
party that would soon liquidate and 
make antiquated the Lahor party rather 
than that we should become subordin 
ate to it. We nevW had the theory that 
"hand in hand with the Kuo Min Tang" 
(or Labor party) we would accomplish 
the revolution. For us the Labor party 
was no substitute for a Communist 
party. Rather have we constantly stress- 
ed that only by a relentless light against 
the opportunism embodied in a I*tbor 
party would the workers he able to cross 
over the bridge the I^ahor party offered 
thVm, and move to the Proletarian Rev- 
olution. 

However, since the Labor party was 
not actually formed we were not ahle 
to show in practice how entirely different 
our whole conception and action was 
from that of the Right wing. 

Finally we must declare our confusion 
on the question of Ihe Labor party was 
also due to the fact that the Comintern 
in the time of Lenin had taken a position 
similar to ours not only In regard to 
Creat Britain but specifically and con. 
cretely in regard to America and tiie 
American Labor Party. In the light of 
these specific decisions of the Fourth 
Congress of the Communist international 
which we believed correct we felt we 
could not change our views at leaat with- 
out a long and thoroogh discussion with 



Strike Extends 

The strike was extending rapidly. With- 
out any direction at all, the miners, men 
and women, occupied the streets, march- 
ing and cycling from one mining village 
to another, to cease work. In a few days, 
all activity was stopped in the whole 
district of the Borinago, the Center and 
Charleroi, including the metallurgical 
works, glass factories. tramwaynVen, etc., 
etc., and the strike was extending to- 
wards Liege and Brussels. But this mag- 
nificent mass movement of solidarity of 
all workers towards their brother miners, 
was to be brutally cut off by the social- 
ist leaders' treason whose tactics it al- 
ways was to divide the working class 
in struggle, Indducing it to fight separ- 
ately for its own special claims. Indeed, 
as the metat workers arrived at a partial 
agreement with the bosses as to their 
wages, and as some promises were, 
made to the miners, the trade nnion 
tenders ordered the men back to work 
and all workers, except the miners, obey- 
ed, being faced with the threat of not 
.receiving any strike Indemnities. 

By now, still more than 100,000 miners 
are on strike, some of them since more 
than two months, but their fight is 
brought to a deadlock and their chance of 
victory greatly endangered by the so- 
cialists' maneuvers. 

From the beginning of the strike, the 
repression of the bourgeois government 
brutally prevailed. Police forces, gend- 
armeryi and troops were massed in the 
mining districts, preventing manifesta- 
tions, savagely provoking and even killing 
several worklngnVen during street riots. 
Especially fierce were the searches andi 
arrests directed against all those sus-| 
pected of Communism. Several members 



eiw. keeping th'e mines in repair and 
loading coal wagons, the >oung Social- 
ists appealed to the soldiers not to shoot 
their brother workers. 

As to the Young Communists, tin- Stal- 
inist politics have been so disastrous, 
thnt the Communist iiaity Is hardly ex- 
istent in Belgium, and its inilueuce very 
confined Indeed. Many of their leaders 
being arrested as soon as the Ktrike 
broke out, they were hardly able to do 
any revolutionary work at all during 
tht' strike, this especially on account of 
their tactics of "Revolutionary Trade 
Union Opposition", which bad cut them 
completely off from the centralized or. 
ga nidations. 

Anrt so it appears, that il was left 
to the young Oppositionists, to lead a 
reitl revolutionary action during the 
strike. But our youth group is numeric- 
ally very feeble, and apart from Its anti- 
militaristic action, couldn't work separ- 
ately during the movement, but all of our 
comrades were at their place at the 
sides of the adults. 

The Opposition, In fact. has done 
splendid work during this movement, 
greatly increasing its influence, especial, 
ly in the district of Charleroi, one of the 
fonr mining districts, where it is prac- 
tically leading the whole movement, 
through the strike committees. And the 
Opposition having been able to test in 
the action, its own capacities and the 
revolutionary capacity of the working 
elnss which seemed so low. can feel eon- 
Silent in the future. 
Chnrlcroi. -—NORA. 



NEXT ISSUE 

The next issue of the Militant will 
contain another one of the articles in 
the series forming the new book on 
Germany by comrade Leon Trotsky, 
'-The Only Road". The forthcoming 
chapter is entitled : 

The Twenty-One Mistakes of 

Thaehiiaiiii 



The beginning of this year wilnessed 
an hiic'iisilicatiou o( the crisis in Greece,' 
with no pi'os]M.«et of amelioration, since 
I lie main" revenues of the country: ex 
portatlon of tobacco and raisins, drafts 
from tin- immigrants of America de- 
creased and its main industry, shipping. 
is crippled by the lack of world trade. 

Premier Veuizelos. Ihe famous lackey 
of British and French imperial ism, vain- 
ly appealed to his master's for a loan in 
order to meet ihe payments of amortiza- 
tion and interi'st on the State's debts. 
In spite ( ,f his dramatic appeals (possi- 
bility of a Omiiiiuhi-t dictatorship in 
case he fails) his masters d.id not need 
his services as they did during the war 
and after, when he enthusiaticaily sup- 
ported Ihe French General Staff with a 
few lliwk divisions in order to help 
crush our proletarian fatherland; and 
therefore they totally ignored him. 

The Ifoisiievik-Leninists (Archio-Marx- 
ists] of Or'eece issued a Manifesto last 
March to the party and the working class 
outlining the events that took place in 
May with a correct Marxian prognosis 
and stressing the necessity of uniting the 
working class in workers' councils in or- 
der to resist effectively the capitalist of- 
fensive. The Stalinists refused any kind 
of co-operation and criminally neglected 
to undertake any sort of preparation. The 
Stalinists confined their activities to 
pointing to the police many militant 
Oppositionists, and asking the capitalist 
warllen to remove from Ihe prison col. 
lectin's every Archio- .Marxist, including 
some invalid comrades. Their sole con- 
cern is the creation of artificial barriers 
between the workers of the party and 
the Oppositionists. 

In the meantime the financial crisis 
sharpened and Veuizelos was forced on 
April 2-r.th to abandon the gold basis of 
drachma and immediately an inflation 
took place with the obvious result of 
sending the prices of foodstuffs to the 
sky without a corresponding increase of 
wages. The working masses were un- 
able to purchase even bread. Dissatis- 
faction was brewing among the workers, 
poor farmers, and state employees and the 
Opposition again urged tire Stalinists to 
form workers' councils, but to -no avail. 

On May -';"' many spontaneous upris- 
ings took place in the agrarian sections 
of the country, trains were halted and 
looted bv peasants. The reformists cali- 
<*l a jiviiernl slrikc which embraced even 
tin; State employees. Veuizelos was 
forced lo resign and his successor I'ap- 
anaslassiou the leader of the Workers' 
and Farmers' Parly, got the co-operation 
of tin- reformists ami called off the gen- 
eral strike, as was exiM'cted. Squad- 
rons of the British and French licet 
rushed to the Creek waters ready for 
any emergency, l'apanastassiou was re- 
moval by (he big bourgeoisie as soon as 
the crisis passed its danger point. Ven- 
izetos tiiiderlouk again the premiership 
promising to the masses a general elec- 
tion tor September 2r>. 

Factory afler factory closed lis gates 
and thus tens of thousands of workers 
wen* added to the unemployed list. Even 
[he (iovcrnmenl's public works, the so- 
called productive works, aimed to absorb 
pari of ihe unemployed, were discon- 
tinued. This u n precede n led crisis em- 
braced Hie pKly-butirgeoisie also and 
not convinced by the timid and capitulat- 
ing attitude of the pally, it is beginning 
to orieniatc itself towards the Monarch' 
ists. 

The Popular I'arly of Tsaklaris ( mon- 
archist i launched si vigorous campaign 
and *o far is making great inroads in the 
camp of the agrarian musses also. 

The progressives under KaPandaris and 
I'apHnastassiou'.s Workers' and Farmers' 
I'arly are opposing for obvious reasons 
the Venizolns party where formerly they 
themselves belonged. Also a new party 
has appeared on Ihe |MiliticaI scene, the 
Agrarian Party, led by reformist ele- 
ments. 

The big bourgeoisie aims with these 
theatrical combinations to deceive the 
masses by drawing the attention of the 
latter from their severe misery and 
orienting (heir attention to an election 
snuggle not based upon the class strug- 
gle. They exaggerate Ihe possibilities of 
a monarchi.st victory and thus attempt 
to revive the old political passions not 
upon the class struggle but upon the 
question of the king and 'Wemccracy". 
The prospects of it ltoyalist landslide 
similar to Die one of 1S120 are not at 
all likely. 

The only revolutionary party on the 
political arena is the Communist Party 
of Ureeee, even though It conceals itself 
behind the banner of a socalled '"Work- 
ers' and Peasants' Bloc." In spite of 
the confused and opportunistic form of 
its platform the Marxian criticism of it 
by the A r eh io- Marx ists, the Left Opposi- 
tionists of Greece are conducting a vig- 
orous campaign among the workers and 
poor farmers of Greece. The Stalinists, 
have resorted for support to every dis-' 
esedited element in the labor movement, 
and some paper unions, but refuse so far 
to accept the support of the Left Op- 1 
osition in the election campaign. The 
ArchJo-MarxIsls called mass meetings 
throughout Greece urging the workers 
to support the candidates of the Com. 
munist party and appealing to the party 
members to exorcise their' pressure on 
the bureaucrats lo stop this crimiaal 
attitude. 

We are sure that the party members 
in many sections of Greece will" follow 
the revolutionary example of the dis- 
trict of Lesbos and thus succeed in win- 
ning the majority of the working class 
and poor farmers from the clutches of 
the reformists and other r-eaCtionay ele. 
ments. Last year, the candidate of the 
Communist party of the island of Lesbos, 
comrade Achilles Contaros, accepted the 
support of the A rchio- Marxists and suc- 
ceeded in polling one-third of the total 



votes and approached thousands of 
workers in Ihe heart o£ the most reac- 
lionary section of Oreeee. 

The formation of workers' councils in 
Oi'ceee is imperative and must take place 
immediately, because the result of the 
election's will prove that no party will 
master a parliamentary majority and 
therefore in liie pretense of a Royalist 
coup d'Kiat ihe bourgeoisie will resort 
again 10 the services of the Military 
League to put an end to the fragmentary 
democratic rights that the workers still 
enjoy. The refusal of the Stalinists to 
co-operate with the opponit Ion ists in 
this important work places all the blame 
squarely upon their shoulders. 

— AR. CALDIS. 



Unity Urgent Need 
of Illinois Miners 

(Continued from page 1) 

to each individual branch of the .Socialist 
party in the Illinois coal fields, to make 
any decision that the branch may see 
fit. Such is the "leadership" that the 
Socialist party gives the workers. Of 
course, the real purpose of such a de- 
cision is to help Walker- Lewis and the 
coal-operatow to put over the wage cut. 
And the leading members of the Social- 
ist party In the Illinois coal fields under, 
stand clearly the purpose and are loyal- 
ly earying out th'e decision of the Na- 
tional Committee of the Socialist party, 

John Hindmarsh. leading member of 
the Socialist party in Illinois and a 
henchman of the Walker-Lewis machine 
was thrown out by rank and file miners 
from his local union because he tried to 
force the minor... to accept the wage cut 
and go back to work under the Lewis- 
Walker company union. Richard Glover, 
member of the Socialist party and Editor 
of the Illinois Miner, the official mouth- 
piece of the Walker-Lewis Union, is also 
very active in trying to put over the 
wage-cut for the Poabody -Coal Co. Then 
there is .lack Heed, member of the 
Springlield Socialist party and one of the 
members o! the Ijewis -Walker scale com- 
mittee thai made up the contract which 
the miners are now lighting against. 
Reed voted for the wage-cut and signed 
the present outrageous contract. He has 
refused again and again to face the min- 
ers of Springfield and explain why he did 
not carry out the instructions of the 
miners of Springfield. Then again, there 
is Adolph Germer. one of the leading So. 
elalists in the stale of Illinois and Edit- 
or of Rockford. 111., Labor News. He, 
too, is very active in trying to defeat the 
miners in their tight against the com- 
bination of the LewisAValker and the 
coal-operators. Such is the role of the 
leading members of the Socialist party, 
true agents of the coal-operators in the 
ranks of the workers. 

Communist Party 

Due to the incorrect policies pursued 
by the official Communist party leader. 
ship, the party has been unable to unite 
the miners under the banner of ela-as 
struggle. Instead of consistently and 
syjsl maticaliy trying to build united 
fronts with allies, sympathizers and sup- 
porters of the Communists and the Left 
wing, in order to defeat the main enemy, 
the American Stalinists, consistently and 
systematically attack every individual 
and drive them further away from Com- 
munism. The result of their incorrect 
bureaucratic policy, is isolation from the 
miners to such a point that the miners 
will not even listen to their proposals. 
The Stalinists have only one miner who 
Is really active in the new miners' union 
and he doesn't dare to come out openly 
and declare himself a member of the 
Communist party. 

The miners have great forces against 
them, yet the spirit and militancy of the 
Illinois miners was never as great as 
it is to-day. They have been winning 
some kind of a victory from the coal- 
operators almost every day. The strug- 
gle has not yet reached its height. It 
will probably be a long drawn-out strug- 
gle. Quite a number of the small In- 
dependent coal operators have signed up 
with the Progressive Miners Union, yet 
the key to the whole Illinois mine situa- 
tion is Franklin and Williamson counties. 
If the P. M. I". can break the power of 
Lewis in these two counties, then 
Lewis' union is done throughout the 
country. And I believe there is a good 
chance to break the hold of Lewis In 
these two counties— the conditions, under 
which the miners of Franklin and Wil- 
liamson counties must work will force 
the miners themselves to fight. The Im- 
portant thing is to keep the mines that 
are out on strike solid. —JOE ANGELO 
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f Article* in the Forthcoming Boole 'The Only Road' :-: by Leon Trotsky 



Tactics can be checked in the critical and most r«- question lies in what aim the compromise shall sub- 

sponSible moments. The strength of Bolshevism rests serve ; how it looks to the masses ; what its limits are. 

upon this, that its slogans and methods find their su- To confine the compromise to the Landtag or the 

preme confirmation as soon as the course of events de- Reichstag, to regard as an independent aim whether 

mands bold decisions. What value have principles the president will be a social democrat or a Catholic 

which must be renounced as soon as- the situation as- democrat instead of a Fascist, means to sink complete- 

sumes a serious character? h into parliamentary cretinism. Completely different 

Realistic policy bases itself upon the natural devel- is the situation when the party sets itself the task of 

opment of the class struggle. Sectarian policy en- the systematic and planned struggle for the social 

deavors to prescribe artificial regulations for the class democratic workers on the basis of the united front 

struggle. The revolutionary situation signifies the policy. A parliamentary agreement against Fascist 



highest accentuation of the class struggle. Just be- 
cause of that, the realistic policy of Marxism, in the 
revolutionary situation, exercizes a powerful force of 
attraction upon the mass. The sectarian policy, to 



predominance in the presidium, etc., would in this cy*se 
constitute merely one component part of the extra- 
parliamentary fighting agreement against Fascism. 
Naturally the Communist party would prefer to re- 



the contrary, becomes all the weaker the more mighty solve the whole question at one blow outside of par- 
is the impetus of events. The Blanquists and Proud- liament. But preferences alone are not sufficient where 
honists, taken by suprise by the events of the Paris the forces are lacking. The social democratic workers 
Commune, did the opposite of what they had constant- have demonstrated their faith in the magic power of 
ly preached. During the Russian revolution, the an- proceed. The former mistakes of the Communist 
archists were forced to recognize the Soviets, that is, the July 81 vote. It is from this fact that we must 
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the organs of power. And so on without end. 

The Comintern supports itself upon masses who 
were won over in the past by Marxism and fused to- 
gether by the authority of the October revolution. 



party (Prussian referendum, etc.) extraordinarily 
facilitated the sabotage of the united front practised 
by the reformist leaders. A technical parliamentary 
agreement — or even only the proposal for such an 



Only, the policy of the present leading Stalin faction agreement— must help free the Communist party from 

seeks' to command the class struggle instead of invest- ± ' L •■'— lL - t : * : "->--—» 

ing it with political expression. This is the essential 

feature of bureaucratism and in this it coincides with 

sectarianism from which it distinguishes itself sharply 

in other features. Thanks to the strong apparatus, 

to the material means of the Soviet state and to the 



the accusation that it is collaborating with the Fasc- 
ists against the social democracy. This is no inde- 
pendent action, but solely the clearing of the road to 
a fighting agreement or at least to the struggle for a 
fighting agreement of the mass organizations. 

The difference between the two lines is entirely ob- 



authority of the October revolution, the Stalinist bu- vious. The joint struggle with the social democratic 
reaucracy has been able, in comparatively calm per- organizations can, and in its unfoldment it must, as- 
iods. to impose for a length of time artificial measures sume a revolutionary character. The possibility for 



of restraint upon the proletarian vanguard. But to 
the degree that the class strugglt condenses itself into 
civil war, the bureaucratic prescriptions come into in- 
creasing collision with unrelenting reality. Faced by 
sharp turns in the situation, the arrogant and inflated 
bureaucracy easily lands in a muddle. If it cannot 
command, it capitulates. The policy of the Thai- 
mann Central Committee in recent months will some 
day be studied as a model of the most pitiable and 
miserable headlcssness. . 

Since the "Third Period" it was held to be inviolable 
that there could he no talk about agreements with the 
social democracy. It was not only inadmissible to as- 
sume the initiative in the united front, as the Third 
and Fourth World Congresses taught— but even pro- 
posals for common actions emanating from the social 
democracy had to be rejected. The reformist leaders 



an approach to the social democratic masses can and 
must be paid for, under certain conditions, oven with 
parliamentary agreements at the top. But for a Bol- 
shevik, this is merely the admission price. The Stalin- 
ist bureaucracy acts in the opposite manner: it not 
only rejects fighting agreements, but- still worse, it 
maliciously destroys those agreements which arise 
from below. At the same time, it proposes to the 
social democratic deputies a parliamentary accord 
This means that at the moment of danger it declares 
its own ultra-Leftist theory and praxis to he worth- 
less; only it does not replace it with the policy of 
revolutionary Marxism but with an unprincipled par- 
liamentary combination in the spirit of the "lessor 
evil". 

We will indeed be told, the Prussian and Hessian 
episodes were a mistake of the deputies and were made 



are "sufficiently exposed." The experience of the past good agR ; n ^ the Centrar Committee. In the first 
is sufficient. Instead of pursuing politics, the masses . ^ & d cc i s i n so important in principle should not 



ing: 




must be told history. To turn to the reformists with 
proposals means to acknowledge them capable of fight- 
ing. That alone would be Social-Fascism, etc. Thus 
intoned the ear-deafening melody of the ultra-Leftist 
barrel-organ in the last three-four years. And look: 
in the Prussian Landtag, the Communist fraction pro- 
posed on June 22, unexpected by all and by itself, an 
agreement with the social dtmocracy and even with the 
Center. The same thing was repeated in Hessen. In 
face of the danger that the Presidium of the Landtag 
might fall into the hands of the Nazis, all the con- 
secrated principles flew to the devil. Isn't this astound- 
g? And isn't it debasing? 

To explain these goat-leaps, however, is not so dif- 
ficult. As is known, many superficial liberals and 
radicals continue t 
religion and eel est 
when they face dcatl 

politics. The mark of Centrism is opportunism.^ Un- 
der the influence of external circumstances (tradition, 
mass pressure, political competition), Centrism is at 
certain times compelled to make a parade of radical- 
ism. For this purpose it must overcome itself, violate 
its political nature. By spurring itself on with all 
its strength, it not infrequently lands at the extreme 
bourne of formal radicalism. But hardly does the 
hour of serious danger strike than the true nature 
of Centrism breaks out to the surface. In so delicate 
a question as the defense of the Soviet Union the 
Stalinist bureaucracy always built much more upon. the 
bourgeois pacifists, English trade union bureaucrats 
and French radicals than upon the revolutionary move- 
ment of the proletariat. Scarcely did an external 
danger approach than the Stalinists promptly sacri- 
ficed not onty their ultra-Leftist phrases but also the 
vital interests of the international revolution— in the 
name of amity with uncertain and false "friends" from 
the genus of lawyers, writers and simple drawing room 
heroes. United front from above? Under no circum- 
stances! At the same time, however, the Top-Com- 
missar for Ambiguous Affairs, Munzenberg by-name, 
fished around after 
jabberers and radical 
S. S. R." 

The Stalinist bu 
other country— except in the Soviet Union — is ex- 
tremely dissatisfied with the compromising leadership 
of Ba'rbussc in the affair of the Anti-War Congress. 
On this field, Thai maim, Foster and others would pre- 
fer to be radical. Yet in their own national affairs, 
every one of them proceeds according to the same 
model as the Moscow authorities: at the approach of 
a serious danger they cast off the inflated, falsified 
radicalism in order to reveal their true, that is, their 
opportunistic nature. 

Was the initiative of the Communist Landtag frac- 
tion, as such, false and inadmissible? We don't think 
The Bolsheviks more than once proposed to the 



have been taken without the Central Committee: the 
mistake falls back completely upon the latter as well ; 
in the second place: how expain that the "steel-hard", 
"consistent", "Bolshevist" policy, after months of 
blustering and screeching, of polemic, of villification 
and expulsions, at once gives way at the critical mo- 
ment to an opportunistic "mistake"? 

But the matter is not confined to the Landtag. 
Thalmann-Remmele have absolutely renounced them- 
selves and their own school in a much more responsible 
and critical question. On the eve of July 20, the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Communist party adopted the 
following decision: 

"The Communist party, before the proletarian pub- \ 



(Continued from page 1) 

4. I disagreed with your eriticiam of 
the West Frankfort Miners March. I ad- 
mit that the march was not organized 
properly, but nevertheless, the miners 
have accomplished more by the West 
Frank tort march than they would if 
their march on Lewis-Walker was whol- 
ly successful. 

5. I disagreed with your criticism of 
the separate local agreements that, are 
being signed by the P. M. 0. I also 
believe in district and national agree- 
ments, but. under the present conditions 
mid circumstances the local agreements 
is the best lactic for the present time. 

i;. 1 did not think that it -is the 
proper thing to waste the miners' time 
with a lot of documents from the United 
Mine Workers Journal, the Illinois Miner, 
the Cony regional Record and the De- 
claration of Independence, but that at this 
time it is necessary to rally the miners 
on clearly defined class issues in consci- 
ous opposition to the power which stands 
against them as their master and re- 
ceives its most polished embodiment in 
the Lewises, Wuikers, the Socialist 
party, etc. 

11 was after my reply that you went 
completely wild. 

1. Yon accused rax* of trying to break 
up the Socialist party. 

2. You defended the Socialist party 
when you said that ■Hindmarsh just 
slipped in una wares into the Socialist 
party but that the Communist part y .had 
ever worse elements. 

3 t You accused the Communists as split- 
ters, disrupters. 

-4. You accused me of trying to pre- 
vent yon from speaking before the So. 
cialisf party local branch. 

Tills whole matter would have a ring 
of comedy, it it didn't have some polit- 
ical significance. I will sum up the whole 
matter as follows: 

Watt ami tlte Opposition 

1, You know yourself that it is not 
t rue when you accused me of trying to 
prevent you from Slinking at. the Social- 
ist party local. The lirst time that I 
heard of your speaking at the Socialist 
party local was Friday night at the 
Slavic Hal! before the MOst-Hupgood 
meeting, when you yourself told me, I 
told yon then that we ought to take this 
matter up afler, the meeting and you 
agreed. At oar meeting on Cook St., I 
proposed that you speak on the mining 
situation as a member of the Left Op- 
position and briny out the Left Opposi- 
tion i»licy for the miners' fight. You 
refused to do this saying (hat it is too 
late as yon hud prepared other matter. 
Yon said that you would not. support 
the Communist party In the next elec- 
tion because the party had nominated 
Foster fof president. 

Now in my opinion 1 had a right to ask 
you to speak as a member of the Left 
Opposition and on the policies of the Left 
Ojmsitiou for the miners' fight. You had 
time and time considered yourself a 
snpiiorter of the Deft Opposition. The 
Left Opposition is a Marxian group and 
the tlrst fundamental test of a Marxist 
as Lenin put it. is: 

"Upon what rests the discipline of a 
revolutionary party of the. proletariat? 
HOW IS IT TENTKD? How is it rein- 
forced, strengthened? Firstly, by the 
{■onsciouniiosK of the proletarian van- 
guard and by its devotion to the revolu- 
tion, by its sleadiness. spirit of self- 



sacrifice and heroism. 

"The problem here and everywhere 
always consists In the ability to apply 
the general and fundamental principles 
of Communism to the specific relations 
between classes and parties, to spaeific 
conditions in the objective development 
toward Communism — conditions that are 
peculiar to every separate country and 
which one must be able to study, under- 
stand and point out. 



Where Is 7th World 
Congress 

(Continued from page 1) 
year. liven the Fifth Congress took 
place less than two years ttfter the 
Fourth— on J tine -IT, 1J)24. 

Between the Fifth and 'he Sixth Con- 
gress (which was opened on -Inly 17, 
1928 f, four years elapsed, during which 
the Left Opposition throughout the world 
was crushed by the bureaucracy and 
even the leadership elected regularly at 
the Fifth Congress was illegally wiped 
out. 

Itnt now, more than four years have 
passed since the last World Congress, 
four years of tremendous significance, re- 
plete with Important struggles and pro- 
blems left unsolved or badly solved. And 
not (he slightest indication is given by 
the Comintern leadership that a Seventh 
Congress is even being considered. Yet 
it is one of the most urgent requirements 
of the present world situation. 

The eighth point of section 1 1 of the 
"Constitution and Rules of the Commun- 
ist International", adopted hy the Con- 
gress In 19^8, reads as follows: 

"The World Congress siutll be convened 
<mc* every two years." 

Why has this Important itolnt been 
contemptuously ignored? Why has a per- 
iod during which at least, two World Con- 
gresses should have been held — been al- 
lowed to pass by without calling even 
one? Is the Stalinist bureaucracy bent 
upon destroying even the formal existence 
of the Communist International, as it. 
has been engaged In overtime work to 
destroy it politically and organisation. 
ally? 

Let the Communis^ workers reflect on 
this vital question and Join us in the de- 
mand for the convening of the Seventh 
World Congress of the Comintern. Not 
o Congress of automatons and office 
clerks, bureaucraticaily called together 
and ordered about, without any signi- 
ficant to themselves or anyone else — 
but a Leninist Congress, adequately pre- 
pared in advance, with a previously pub- 
lished agenda to be discussed openly and 
democratically in the ranks of the [tarty, 
with the free selection of the delegations, 
and with the active participation of the 
Left Opposition! 

Without, these condldtions, a World 
Congress would be an even worse tragi- 
comedy than the recent '"Plenums" of 
the Comintern which have passed like 
ships in the night, unnoticed and un re- 
membered. 

The Seventh Congress of the Comin- 
tern must l>e convened immediately, in 
the spirit of Lenin and Trotsky. The 
cowar-dly, fatal silence and indifference 
of the bureaucracy must, be broken. It 
can be tolerated only at the cost of a 
dreadful calamity for world Communism! 



"We carry on the class struggle against 
the labor aristocracy in the name of the 
working-class in order to gain them on 
our side. And we do battle against the 
opportunist and sociabdemocrat leaders 
to achieve the same object. 

-The. attitude of a political party to- 
wards its errors is one of the most im- 
'poriant and surest criterion** of the seri- 
ousness of the party and how it fulfills- 
In practise its obligations towards Its 
class and towards the laboring masses. 
To admit a mistake openly, to disclose 
its reasons, to analyze the surroundings 
which created it, to study attentively the 
means for correcting this mistake— these 
are the signs of a serious party, this 
means educating and training the class 
and consequently the masses. 

"Our theory is not a dogma, but a 
manual of action, said Marx and Engels, 
and the greatest crime of 'patented' 
Marxists as Karl Kautsky, Otto Bauer, 
etc.. is that they have not understood 
this, that they were unable to apply it 
is (he most Important moments of the 
proletarian revolution." 

—(From Infantile Sickness— LENIN ) 

These quotations of Iienin's are tWe 
very essence for an understanding of 
what Communism is. And as a member 
of the Left Opposition. I have tried to 
apply them in my work among the 
working class to the best of my ability 
to organize the Communist movement on 
the basis of a Marxian policy and to 
strengthen the working class in its strug- 
gle for the overthrow of capitalism, but 
in order to do this correctly it is neces- 
sary to fuse oneself to a Marxian group 
which is the only organisation that can 
give ttoe correct iaedershlp. 

2. Imagine a man who has expressed 
his sympathy with a Communist group 
as the filei of the Militant will show, 
coming to speak before a Socialist party 
local and ending his speech with the 
reading of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence The Declaration or Independence 
is not a guide of action for the working- 
class in their fight against the capitalist 
system. Marxism is that guide. 

Wliirli Party? 

8. You said before' tlte S. P. meeting 
(hat the working class must organize 
Iiolitically into an organization to abol- 
ish the capitalist system. But that as- 
sertion means nothing, the workers de- 
mand a program of action now and 
WHAT PARTY. Ilo you believe that 
the workers should join the Socialist 
party that acceptc such men as Oscar 
Am e ringer, Jack Hinddmarsh, Adolph 
Oermer, .lack Held, etc., and which is 
part and parcel of the Second Interna- 
tional and that such a party will give 
correct leadership to the working class? 
Or do yon lielieve that the Lett Opposi- 
tion, with comrade Trotsky as our lead- 
er can give the correct leadership to the 
working class? A militant leader of the 
working class always takes a decisive 
stand on all problems pertaining to the 
working-class and I am sure that you 
will do the same. 

Finally, I don't want you to think that 
1 here is anything personal in this whole 
affair. I'm not like the Stalinists. We 
both have gone through many battles as 
friends and comrades for quite a number 
of years and I know we will go through 
many more, and so we can be frank and 
ask each other Just where we stand poli- 
tically. I am, 

Yours for Ours, 

JOSEPH ANGELO. 



On the Proletarian Revolution 
in the United States 



general strike for the proletarian demands. 

This so important and unxpected decision was ., 
made public by the Central Committee in its circular' 
letter of July 26 without any commentary. Can a 
mdje annihilating judgment be made of its whole pre- 
ceding policy? The approach to the reformist sum- 
mits with the proposal of joint actions was but yes- 
terday declared -to be social -Fascist and counter- 
revolutionary. Because of this question Communists 
were expelled. On this ground the struggle against 
"Trotskyism" was conducted. How then was this 
Central Committee suddenly able, at one stroke, on the 
eve of July 20, to bow before what it Itad the day be- 



( Continued from last issue) 
The needs of tiie Negro, Mulatto, Asia- 
lie, Mexican and foreign born workers 
cannot be solved by Hist taking steps to- 
ward democratic demands, as In Russia, 
and then proceeding to the socialist de- 
mands. Only by direct steps to socialist 
demands, to socialist reorganization can 



i what must our slogans drive at ? Our 1 
tactical slogans must coordinate the spe- 
cial grievances of the class and of sec- 
tions of the class with our programmatic 
slogans, our goal. The special forms of 
exploitation and suppression of the 
Negro, Asiatic, Mexican and foreign born 
workers can only be solved by socialist 



we solve the probtems of tfte American' measures in the first stage of the corn- 
workers. If the proletarian revolution ' ing revolution — the Proletarian Revolu- 



tion. The slogans Stalinism presents are 
not special tactical slogans but program- 
matic slogans. They lead in the wrong 



does not move with speed towards social- 
ist demands we will be lost. 

The exclusion of a bourgeois stage, no i 
matter how short, as the lirst stage of j direction. 

the Proletarian Revolution is made neces-' Once we brush aside the wrong pro- 
fore banished? And to what tragic statue has the bu- wiry by the dialectics of history. This grammatic slogans of Stalinism for the 
reaucracy brought the party when the Central Com- pelade* and condemns the road Sttiin- coming American revolution we will be 
,, , , if •!. -ii ■! „„.,;„„ ' s, » is following in the United States, able to proceed to the pressing tactical 

mittee could dare to come before it »ith ts amazing ^ Hy mtAcf CeatThlt tallllei , ship ad _ s!()gftllB t0 coor(1 „ iatf , lhl , l>rohl rm* of 

decision without explaining or justifying it . j vam .,, s tne flowing slogans for the the Negro race, the other subjected races, 

The policy is tested upon such turns. The Central united States: -Workers and Farmers [as well as other classes who will be our 
Committee of the German Communist Party in reality , Government". 'Agrarian revolution 

demonstrated to the whole world on the eve of July 20 : ; [^ ™''- " N ""° 11 " 1 „ in ^' a " on , of , the 
,. ,, ,, - „•■ Negroes in the South." " Self -deter mina- 

'*Up to this moment our course was good for nothing 



in allies. 

The Left Opposition must lead the way 
formulating the correct tactical and 



. Hon for the Negroes in the South", etc. [strategical problems for the coming rev- 

An involuntary but completely correct admission. un-| Thps0 Stalinist slogans are driving in oiution. The first in order is; to correct 
fortunately, even the proposal of July 20, which over- the direction, not of a proletarian rev- j the wrong programmatic slogans and then 




been previously prepared from below, that is, when it in backward countries. Stalinism skips be a 'Workers 

is based upon the whole policy in its totality. But the «ver democratic demands and economic men t." it will 

Stalinist bureaucracy repeated to the social democratic ""** "«? «7 "» nml for such prepara- 1 .. P( , 0I) i^ ltel 

aLttiiiiiBi. wiimuujm "-r ... thin in the class struggle toward revolu- 

workers, day in and day out: "We Communists re- 



tion. 



jeet any connection with the S. V. D. leaders" (see to face wi 
"Antworten von Thalmann"). The unprepared, un- countries i 



expected, unmotivated proposal of July 20 was suit 
able only for exposing the Communist leadership by 
revealing its inconsistency, lack of seriousness, inclina- 
tion to panic and adventuristic leaps. 

The policy of the Centrist bureaucracy helps the 
adversary and enemy at every step. Even when the 
miehtlv pressure of events drives a new hundred thou- 
Mensheviks andd Social Revolutionists in 1917: "Take sand workers under the Commnntst banner, it takes 
the power we will support you against the bourgeoisie place in spite of the Stahn-Thalmann policy Precisely 
ifit P sSd resist." Compromises arc admissible and, because of this the coming day of the partj ,» :,n no 
under certain conditions— obligatory. The whole way assured. -UIKUISIW. 



and Farmers Govern- 
not be the result of a 
opie's Revolution." In America, the 
form of the Soviets will right at the 
Rut when Stalinism arrives face ' beginning be at a higher level than the 
th the revolution in backward form of the Hovlets established in ltns- 
it does not intend to establish ' sin In 1!>17. In Russia the overwhelming 
a Dictatorship of the Proletariat, but ■ majority of the people are peasants and 
instead intends to establish a "Democra- 1 in America the overwhelming majority 
tic Dictatorship of the Proletariat and are workers. This reflects the different 
Peasantry. i stages of the two countries in economic 

In advanced capitalist countries Stal- j development. This lays the basis for 
inism swings to the other wrong extreme. | different forms of Soviets. The exist- 
It skips back to what economic condi-jence of the Soviet Union is another pow- 
tions have already surpassed and pre- ! erful factor favoring the coming rev- 
sents slogans that can only be classed ' oiution in America. Workers' Councils 
under bourgeois democratic demands and will be established on a higher plane in 
not socialist demands. [America and will usher in a higher type 

Wv are discussing programmatic Blo-'of proletarian democracy at the start, 
gans, not tactical slogans. In this ease, Our Soviets will lay a much stronger" 



foundation for the Dictatorship of the 
I'roiehiriat in America, mncli stronger 
than we had in the first stage of the 
Soviets in Russia after* October. The 
strength of the class dictatorship lays 
the basis for the higher class democracy. 
Class democracy mid "democracy" under 
a classless society are two different 
things, just as capitalist "democracy" 
and workers' democracy are the differ- 
ent expressions of different systems. In 
order to win the American workers to 
Communism it is necessary to explain 
the differences in the two forms of So- 
viets. Only in this manner can we really 
clear up the question of content and 
give a proper answer to the question of 
our Dictatorship of the Proletariat. 

On the continent It may be possible for 
(hk 1 of the leaser countries to overthrow 
its exploiter's before we do. Unless we 
give them support unequalled in the 
past, the new Soviets will not. be able 
to hold out against the American imper- 
ialists. This does not mean that the 
reactionary, non-revolutionary theory 
must be advanced — that we must not 
strike for power in these countries— lie- 
cause we cannot hold out. With proper 
support from the world proletariat and 
fhe Hoviet Union they can hold out and 
extend the revolution. The struggle for 
power always means the struggle against 
world capitalism at this stage of the 
class war. 

a successful revoIu : 

States will carry with 

Ktendlng far down into 

opens a broad 

rms the theory of 
the permanent revolution. The revolu- 
tion in the United States will flow os*er 
the continent in revolutionary storms 
which will wipe out fhe capitalists and 
their flunkies. The slogan for the Uni- 
ted States— For u "Proletarian Revolu- 
tion" leads directly to extension of civil 
war on the continent and. to the slogan 
of the "All-American Soviet Repubic." 
If the Soviet Union can withstand the 
coming storms, and the Left Opposition 
must see to it that our fatherland does 
in spite of the stranglehold Stalinism 
has on the world revolutionary move- 
ment, we can say the world proletariat 
has before it not only the realization of 
the Soviet United States of Europe, not 
only of the All-Amerlcan Soviet Republic, 
but also of the World Soviet. 

—HUGO OEHLER. 
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SUB DRIVE 

Oar CInb Plan 



HALF YEAR SUBS FOB 50 CENTS 

A half year sub of 26 issues to The 
Militant costs $1. But from now on it 
will be 50 cents— that is, provided you 
send them in clubs of four or more. Any 
comrade, sympathizer, worlter can get a 
half year sub to The Militant at the re- 
duced rate of 50 cents by getting three 
other workers to subscribe with him. 
All they have to do is nil out the blank 
provided betow and send it in to ub at 
84 East 10th Street. We will enter them 
on the mailing list and they will receive 
the Militant for the twenty-sis weeks fol- 
lowing the receipt of their club plan 
blank. 

Any worker in a position to get subs 
on this basis can have, free for the ask- 
ing, a number of blanks like the one be- 
low, for his use or for distribution. Jusl 
■write in to ask for them and we will 
shoot them out. Of course this reduc- 
tion in the subscription rate applies only 
to four half year subs sent in at tie same 
time on one club blank. Half-year subs 
sent in singly or in less than four will 
still be one dollar per sub. 
MILITANT BUILDERS 

From now on only those comrades and 
sympathizers will be considered Militant 
Builders who send in one or more of 
these club plan blanks — filled out Each 
week we will publish a standing of the 
builders. Anil we expect it to be long, 
and the standing elose. Past perform- 
ances are no guarantee of leading honors 
in this drive. Everyone is placed square- 
ly on his mettle. It will be nip and 
tuck from start to finish. 

IMPORTANCE OF THE DRIVE 

Comrade Carmody writes from the coal 
fields that the miners are reacting to 
The Militant very favorably. They read 
our point of view on working-class prob- 
lems and our policy on the present strike, 
and are very favorably impressed. A 
number of them would become subscrib- 
ers but for one thing : they have been on 
strike since April and cannot afford a 
subscription. 

With our new club plan we expect that 
a number of these wishes will be trans- 
lated Into subs, not all of them, to be 
Bure but a number that we could not 
get otherwise. Our organizers In the 
field, will see to that. 

This club plan lends itself to our ac- 
tivities in the class stnuggle. Illinois Is 
one example. The Spartacus Youth Club 
of New York is active in the Rex metal 
workers' strike, on the picket lines and 
In the strike hail. No doubt they will 
be able to use the offer of a fifty per- 
cent reduction in the sub rate to get a 
number of subs from the workers. 

This increase in subs Is what Is need- 
ed to complement the steady rise in 
bundle orders. Every day's mail brings 
ius new bundle orders and increases in 
the number of copies per bundle order. 
This side of the story affected us first 
because workers waking up to the bank- 
ruptcy of the Stalinist course and to the 
correctness of ours probably went from 
stand to stand looking for the Militant. 
As we know the Militant is on, compara- 
tively, so few stands that the search for 
it is a modern version of the story of 
Diogenes. 

Many of these workers will no doubt 
take advantage of this reduced rate. It 
will certainly pay them to do so. On 
the stand 20 issues will cost $1.30. By 
the club they will cost $.50. The trick 
Is to reach the workers with the offer. 
Today that is not difficult. 
BUILD THE FIRST STOREY 

For almost four years, now, we have 

poured forth" a steady stream of Marxlst- 

(Continued on page 4) 



The Militant Appeals Urgently for 
Aid from All Its Supporters 



Once more we appeal to you, our com- 
rades, sympathizers, and fritends, for fin- 
ancial assistance. We declare to you 
that this is no mere appeal for money. 
The financial crisis against which we 
ha-ve been struggling has assunred suck 
a threatening aspect that we are forced 
to sound a serious note of warning: 
Unless we can ruse money immedlateely 
we eamwt say whether we will be able 
1« get out the next issue of the Militant. 

We have tried every possible means of 
eeonomy ; every twist and dodge open 
to us. But despite our efforts the in- 
roads the crisis has made on us have af- 
fected us so badly that we have been 
drawn deeper Into the bog of debts. These 
weigh on us now with terrific pressure. 
It seems that when difficulties arise 
creditors dun us with merciless insist- 
ence. 

On top of all this a series of technical 
troubles with our press, arising directly 
from our poverty, have presented us with 
a number of problems. To solve them 
we have had to make terrific efforts. Such 
troubles may arise again unless we are 
able to get the minimum of equipment 
necessary to turn out our books and 
our papers. 



,We must have money at once. We are 
fighting on the financial front with our 
backs to the wall. With our fight is 
bound up the question of whether the 
voice of revolutionary internationalism, 
the clarion of the ideas of Marx, Engeis, 
L nln and Trotsky will continue to be 
heard regularly. 

Wtlh the tide of revolution rising all 
over the world, with the maturing of the 
great events that are on the order of 
the day, with ever greater historic tasks 
and responsibilities being placed on us 
by the development of the international 
revolution we must not retrench to a 
semi-monthly. We cannot miss even a 
single issue. To lose a day Is a setback. 
We must continue to appear regularly. 
We must go forward. 

■We look to our friends everywhere to 
help us Who will be the first? Start 
thte ball rolling ! Let every worker sym- 
pathetic to our cause contribute what 
he can. Make this a demonstration on 
a nation-wide scale of the fact that the 
cause of Marx and Lenin, the cause of 
the International Left is not without 
friends ready to support it and make 
sacrifices for it. 

Rush funds at once to THE MDL1TANT 
at 84 East 10th Street, New York, N. Y. 



Terror Rules in Illinois Coal Field 

Official Party Leaders Forced to Abandon Sectarian Attitude Towards New Union 



Chicago Stalinists Echo Barbusse 



MIHEMS! Read 

LEON TROTSKY 
ON 

The Trade Union Question 

Communism and Syndicalism 

Taper Cover: 64 pages: 15 Cents 
Cents In bundles of five of more. 
)rders from our literature agent in 
prlngfleld, Illinois— Joseph Angelo; 
r from Foster's Book Store, 410 
Vashington Street, St. Louis, Mo. ; 
or direct from 

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 

84 East 10th Street, 
New York, N. 1. 



SPARTACUS AFFAIR 

On Sunday, September 25, the Spar- 
tacus Youth Club of New York will get 
together for an all day good time affair. 
A bail game and other outdoor sports 
will be played. AH sympathizers and 
members of the club — come out and let's 
get better acquainted. Bring your own 
lunch as this is an informal affair. 

Ihe place is Tibbetts Brook Park. Time, 
from 10 A. M. on. Take I. R. T. Wood- 
lawn-Jerome Avenue line to last station, 
Walk to entrance of the park. Comrades 
will be there to direct your until 12 

Vclocfc 



CHICAGO*— 

Another example of the efficacy of the 
Stalinist method of fighting against the 
war danger occurred here today. In a 
beautifully appointed, luxuriously carpet- 
ed lodge room in the Masonic Temple 
there was held the Chicago sequel to the 
Amsterdam farce. The audience was en- 
tirely composed of well -dressed pinks, 
liberals, social workers and other well 
known lovers of the human race. After 
listening to the disgusting pacifist drivel 
one could only be glad that such was 
the composition and happy that the 
workers were conspicuous by their ab- 
sence. 

The meeting was; opened by the soft- 
spoken preacher chairman representing 
the Abraham-. Lincoln Center. After a 
churchly exordium he introduced the 
first speaker, Rabbi Friedhof, "as one 
of the foremost fighters against all 
wars". 

The Rabbi who went as far back as the 
Greeks for his inspiration, addressed 
himself entirely to the liberals. The 
only way to abolish wars, according to 
him, was for all liberals to band to- 
gether and "will" the nasty wars out of 
existence. He questions: "Will the over- 
throw of capitalism abolish war?" and 
he answers his own question by assert- 
ing that "the proletarian revolution is 
no guarantee against militarism." All 
that is required Is that "the greatest 
agencies of propaganda be directed in 
the channels of creating the good will 
which will abolish all wars." 

After this nauseating stuff, which was 
loudly applauded, the chairman intro- 
duces "Mr. Eugene Bechtold, an active 
member of the Chicago Committee for 
Aboiition of Wars who has an Interesting 



message". For an Instant there glim- 
mered a faint hope in the hearts of the 
couple of Left Oppositionists present that 
finally some sort of a Communist view- 
point would break through. Comrades 
all know Bechtold as one of the pioneer 
Communists in this country and one of 
the extremely few party members left 
who have more than a bowing acquaint- 
ance with Marxian principles. 

However, after the first few words 
our hopes were dashed, for the eloquent 
""Mr." Bechtold's mission was not to 
answer the liberals — but to take the col- 
lection ! Not one word of criticism. 

Next was introduced Mr Malcolm Cow- 
ley, editor of the New Republic and Am- 
erican delegate to the Amsterdam Con- 
ference. His speech consisted, of anec- 
dotes of the conference and what this or 
that pacifist luminary said. He mildly 
Insisted that the cause of wars wbb eco- 
nomic and showed by League of Nations 
figures how the cost of armaments was 
growing apace. When it came to the 
method of fighting for peace his was no 
different than Rabbi Frledhofs. 

The meeting ended by the reading of 
the "pledge to stand against war" as the 
audience stood. Not a few had their 
heads bowed in the attitude of prayer. 
The reading of the solemn invocation was 
ended and the lips of many naturally and 
perceptibly moved to an Amen. No dis- 
cussion was held. 

On the way out the writer expressed 
his disgust to Bechtold standing in the 
back. Bechtold apologetically replied, 
"this is not a Communist meeting, we 
don't want to scare them away. "This 
is what Stalinism has wrought. 



—J. GIGANTI 



League to Open School 

First Four Courses Will Begin in New York City Next Month 



The Communist League of America has 
carried on extensive propaganda in the 
United States for the Marxian position 
of the International Left Opposition. We 
have been laying a solid foundation of 
Marxian principles. Upon this base we 
hart 1 developed, and upon this base the 
International Left Oposltion continues 
to grow while the Right wing disinte- 
grates as the Stalinists move deeer into 
contradictions of their own creation. 

With this foundation, with our growth 
and with the increasingly favorable sit- 
uation in the United States the Left Op- 
position can now take another step for- 
ward. The extension of our propaganda 
activity into greater class activity. One 
part of this activity Is the transforma- 
tion of the New York study classes into 
a school— the INTERNATIONAL WORK- 
ERS SCHOOL. 

The INTERNATIONAL WORKERS 
SCHOOL is now a reality, and as a 
modest start we are opening an enroll- 
ment campafgn for four classes to begin 
October 17. Just as fast as possible we 
will organize other classes equally as 
important as the first four. 

By October 15 we will have a new 
headquarters for the Left Opposition and 
cins3 rooms for the International Work- 
ers School. There will be office rooms, 
cla.-s rooms and a Hall for our regular 
Friday Forums. The first four classes 
will be: 

The History of the American Commun- 
ist Movement — Jamtes P. Cannon, 8 les- 
sons every Monday from Oct. 17 to Dec, 
5. 

State and Revolution — Jack Weber, 10 
lessons every Monday from October 17 
to Dec. 19. 

The History of the Comintern— Max 
Shachtman, 8 lessons every Wednesday 



from Oct. 19 to Dec. 7. 

The Theoretical System of Marxism — 
Hugo Oehler, 10 lessons from Oct. 19 to 
Dec. 21, every Wednesday. 

Registration for each course is $1.00. 

The teaching of Marxism cannot be 
■carried on in the class rooms abstracted 
from the world-shaking class struggles 
of the proletariat. Communist classes 
cannot be carried on. by self-styled in- 
dividuals and study groups divorced from 
the class struggle. Nor can the members 
of the non-Marxian or revisionist cur- 
rents of Marxism in one degree or an- 
other conduct study classes in Marxism. 
Only thte Bolshevik-Leninists who trans- 
late the class events into correct theory 
aa a guide to class action can carry on 
Marxian teachings. The role of the In- 
ternational Left Opposition in the class 
struggles places a task and duty of de- 
veloping a national training center for 
the American Communists. The Inter- 
national Workers School is another step 
forward in this field by the Left Opposi- 
tion. 

We are determined to carry through 
this plan. To do this we need your 
help. We need a fund of $300.00 to 
launch the School and new headquarters. 
The followers of the Left Opposition 
throughout the United States must help 
in this The burden rests upon the New 
York comrades but all help, all dona- 
tions and contributions from any city to 
lay the foundation for "a national train- 
ing school is needed. 

The New York workers must come In 
the office and enroll at once. Registra- 
tion is ?1.00per course. ENROLL NOW. 
Call or write for our catalogue. Mail 
all contributions, and registration fee to: 
J. Weber, Administrator, 84 East 10th 
Street, New York City. 



Sisnifrcance of N.M.U. Offer of a 
United Front 

The National Miners Union, officially, 
through its secretary, Frank Borlch, has 
addressed a letter to the 1'rogressive 
Miners of America, at Gillespie 111., 
voicing the unanimous deep concern of 
Its nati6nal committee and its member- 
ship for the heroic struggle of the Illinois 
miners and proposing soms measures of 
unity of action. It proposes a confer- 
once to be composed of representatives 
of both organizations to discuss the fol- 
lowing points: "What can the National 
Miners Union do to help the Illinois min- 
«rs to defeat the wage cut, and the strike 
breaking Lewis-Walker machine?" 

This represents a complete round-about 
turn on the part of the official party lead- 
ership at the head of the affairs of the 
N. M. U. It is a change to be wel- 
comed. But while this one instance is 
still far from an open acknowledgment of 
a necessary change of attitude in gen- 
eral on the vital question of a working 
class united front policy, It is neverthe- 
less possible to say that, if followed up 
correctly, this beginning can become of 
enormous importance to the American 
labor and revolutionary movement. Those 
who set themselves up as the high priests 
of a so-called new 'revolutionary theory 
of a "united front from below", which, 
of course, is no united front at all, have 
become compelled, not by virtue of their 
own theoretical conclusions to be sure, 
but at least by force of the realities 
(he class struggle, to take a step to- 
ward a change in the right direction. 
The logic of the development of work- 
ing class forces in motion compelled the 
official party leadership to begin to draw 
the conclusions which, on the basis of 
its false theoretical position it was un- 
capable of rriving at. 
What the N. M. U. Can Do for the Strike 

It is quite clear that the pitiable posi- 
tion of the N. M. U-, its organizational 
weakness, its Isolation and disrepute 
suffered due to the strangulating bureau- 
cracy imposed upon it, resting upon a 
false tactical foundation despite the 
heroic struggles that union has conduct- 
ed, is in the main responsible for this 
change of front, i^ence it is much 
more necessary for the Communlrtt 
voices to continue relentlessly until this 
change becomes the true beginning to- 
ward a genuinely conceived working 
class united front policy. 

In this present condition of the N. M. 
V., it must be admitted that there is not 
so much it can do directly to help win 
the Illinois strike and defeat the strike 
breaking Lewis-Waliker machine. But as 
it representative of the Left wing forces 
there is much it can do. The N. M. U., 
despite its present shortcomings, express- 
es the ideas of the Left It is a Left 
union. As such its essence embodies the 
essence of future unionism in the Uni- 
ted States. It is in this light that the 
question of correct policy assumes Its 
enormous significance. 

It is a quite well known fact that the 
leadership of the Progressive Miners of 
America contains many elements whose 
ideological base is an outright reaction- 
ary one. There are opportunist elements 
and timid elements who particularly fear 
any contamination with "Red" issues. 
It is most likely that all these will unite 
to oppose the overture made and the hand 
extended by the N. M. U.— if not as yet 
in a direct sense, then at least indirectly 
for the time being, until they may feel 
themselves more ready to thwart the 
rank and file desires. And this is pre- 
cisely what needs to be guarded against. 
There need not be any doubt that the 
Illinois rank and file miners, to the very 
deepest core of their ranks, genuinely 
and seriously desire an honestly con- 
ceived unity of action in. this fateful 
Jnoment and for the future of their new 
union. 

However, this proposal made by the 
N. M. U. represents only one small step. 
The Illinois miners' strike and the defeat 
of the Lewis-Walker machine — there is 
only one side of the question. To what 
that must be added the one of the future 
of unionism, of uncorrupted unionism, of 
militant unionism resting on a class 
struggle basis, throughout the mine fields. 
That much the miners understood today. 
Bpt how to attain it? That la the 
problem. 

We are convinced that in this respect 
we have made and fought for the correct 
proposals, both by propaganda in these 
columns as well as through the direct 
and loyal activities of our comrades In 
the field. We can conceive of no better 
way than to follow up these proposals 
and we therefore take the liberty to ad- 
vise the militants in the Progressive 
Miners of Amreica to fight for their real- 
ization. To accept the invitation from 
the N. M. U. honestly and sincerely, but 
to broaden its base by proposing a con- 
ference to which shall be invited also the 
Miners Union of West Virginia and other 
sections which haev broken with the 
Lewis machine. To propose that this 
conference consider ways and means of 
& united front of these various organi- 



zations in the struggle for wages and 
working conditions, in the struggle 
against the remnants of the Lewis mach- 
ine as well as ways and means toward 
complete unity of militant unionism in 
the mine fields. -—THE MILHTANT. 



Frame- Up Challenge Stays 
Unanswered by Party 

Central Executive Committee 
Communist Party of the United States : 

The Daily Worker of August 23, con- 
talced a direct frame-up charge of mur- 
der against the Communist Left Opposi- 
tion. This was repeated by you in a 
number of leaflets Issued as well as In 
subsequent issues of the Dally Worker. 

We could consider this only as a vici- 
ous attempt to incite a black hundred 
pogrom campaign against us in lieu of 
the failure on your part to answer polit- 
ically a single one of our arguments on 
vital working class problems. We so 
branded it in our public declaration paV- 
lished in The Militant of August 27. We 
also declared our readiness to have the 
facts of the situation, which you turned 
into a dastardly frame-up, fully investi- 
gated at a public working class hear- 
ing. To this effect we addressed a let- 
ter to the following central organiza- 
tions : 

Communist Party of U. S. A. 
Trade Union Unity League 
American Civil Liberties Union 
Conference for Progressive Labor 

Action 
Communist Party (Majority Group) 
Industrial Workers of the World 
Xou failed to answer this letter, and 
so did the I. I. D. and the TUUL which 
you direct. The other organisations de- 
clared themselves ready to participate in 
a public hearing. To us this Is the most 
convincing proof that you were not at 
all prepared even to make an attempt be- 
fore the eyes of the working class to 
make good your charge. You found that 
your foui attempt of incitement did not 
succeed and you were compelled to back 
down. 

In view of this retreat from a false 
and unsubstantiated position on your 
part we intend not to make any further 
request upon the other organizations men- 
tioned for a public hearing. Your fear 
of meeting the issufe squarely before the 
working class has therefore closed this 
phase of the Incident. 

We do declare, however, that this con- 
temptible effort on your part, stooping 
to the worst methods of reaction, served 
to open the eyes of many serious Com- 
munist workers and render them more 
willing to listen to what the Left Op- 
position has to say. Of this we have re- 
ceived ample proof by growing sympathy 
for our ideas. We shall not fail in the 
least to continue our political hammer 
blows for a return of the Communist 
Party to a Leninist basis. 

Communist League of 
America (Opposition) 
— ARNE SWABECK, See'y. 



Progressive Miners Union Under 
Severe Attack 

SPRINGFIELD, ILL^- 

The Progressive Miners of America, 
the new union in this district, came into 
being as another sell-out was being per- 
petrated by the traitorous leadership of 
the old U. M. iW. A. headed by John J, 
Walker and John L. Lewis in their at- 
tempt to force the miners to accept an- 
other 257« reduction in the already re- 
duced starvation wages of the miuers. ' 

The leadership of the P. M. A. is com- 
opsed of varying shades of political op- 
inion. There are republicans and dem- 
ocrats, S. P. and Mt'-steites with Commun- 
ists In a very smalt minority, whflsH 
official Communism Is not represented in 
this great struggle of the miners. 
Confusion Sowed 

The various shades, expressing their 
opinions at mass meetings, sow confu- 
sion in the minds of the miners who 
are decidedly militant and class consci- 
ous. The rank and file of the bitumin- 
ous area are rampant and voice In true 
militant spirit that resentment engender- 
ed by the corrupt and degenerate leader- 
ship of th U. M. W. A. The miners have 
always been in the front ranks of the 
American class struggle and today they 
are showing the road which the entire 
American working mass must follow in 
this particular phase of the class strug- 
gle. 

This new union, born on the eve Of 
the betrayal by the reactionary mislead- 
ers, is not going to surrender to the 
bosses" agents, Walker-Lewis, without a 
merciless struggle. Those miners who 
have been months on the picket line 
are very watchful of the men they have 
chosen to lead them in this strike. The 
first false move of the leadership toward 
capitulation to the new scale proffered 
by the bosses will mean that the rank 
and file will again choose men who will 
not sell out their very meager demands. 

The miners know that this fight is the 
initial start of the general defense which 
the entire working class is taking up 
against the onslaughts of American capi- 
talism in its attempt to place the bur- 
dens of the crisis on the backs of the 
workers. In order to break the strike 
and have the mines guarded by the 
state militia, Lewis and his henchmen 
are pulling off some old tricks. East 
Sunday morning the offices of the Taylor- 
ville Breeze, an organ of the bosses, and 
the sub-district offijee of the V. M. W, A. 
were dynamited, a provocation to cover 
up Gov. Emmerson's willingness to bring 
the state troopers into action. Now at 
Taylor ville there are two companies of 
artillery who, working under orders from 
the Peabody Coal Co. and Lewis, pre- 
vent picketinR and mass meetings. Rut 
the mines remain closed. 

A Reign of Terror 

The state, Peabody, and Lewis, have 

their major concentration in Franklin 

Williamson and Saline Counties. Here 

their heavy artillery is brought Into play, 

(Continued on page 3) 



*< 



Barbusse-Stalin Congress 



Stalinists and Opposition 

Twenty-one Ijpindred delegates parti- 
cipated in the Amsterdam Congress. All 
around the Congress large inscriptions 
in chalk covered the sidewalks: "Long 
live Trotsky !", "Free Rakovsky and the 
deported Oppositionists !" These were 
the immense signs which met the dele- 
gates. 

The opening speech by Barbusse was a 
pathetic eulogy to the "manifestation of 
the strength and sincerity of the Con- 
gress", lyrically nailed as a decisive stage 
in human history. In greeting this as- 
semblage "above the parties", Barbusse 
nevertheless promised a "thoroughgoing 
discussfon and study" of all the propos- 
als. The declaration of Romaln Rolland 
to the first session addressed itself to 
"the army of men and women of the 
whole world" coming "to declare, to Im- 
pose, peace upon the world." This ap- 
peal by Holland, declaring that it does 
'toot call into question the doctrines and 
tactics of the parties", raised as a prin- 
ciple that "each front has Its owe free- 
dom of action". These declarations set 
the tone from the outset for the whole 
of the Congress. 

The election of the presidium took 
place in the atmospkere of passive un- 
animity to which the Congress was de- 
livered bound hand and foot. It was com- 
posed of a heterogenous succession of 
personages Chosen for their renown. 
Cachin and Mme. Duchene, Barbusse 
and Fonteny, wearing the rosette of the 
Legion d'Honneur, the leader of an asso- 
ciation of radical veterans, Muenzenberg 
and the General Baron von Schoeuaieh, 
Katayama, Patel and Mme. Sun Yat Sen. 
Behind them were called a few worker 
militants. In this manner was the show- 
front of the Congress constituted 
(Continued on page 2) 



The Barbusse «CHarter» 

The Amsterdam Congress came to an 
end on August 29 with the vote for a 
scandalous manifesto which is to serve 
as the "charter" of action for those who 
adopted It. The fourth of September, 
that is, a week aftcrwafds, this manifesto 
has not yet been published, anywhere, 
(In the United States, it has not yet been 
published!— Ed. ) . Why? 

L'Humanite (central organ of the 
French Communist Party) of September 
4 speaks of the "putting into effect of 
the Congrtess decisions". Which decisions? 
It is eight day,- since the rvpwts of the 
Congress have been made, but the essen- 
tia! part of them— the "charter", the 
manifesto, the "decisions" — has not been 
made public. 

Can it be that the text, after the vote, 
is still being retouched? 

However that may be, a test was sub- 
mitted to the Congress (in four langu- 
ages: French, German, English and 
Dutch). A few changes of detail were 
made in the text distributed through the 
Congress, changes known from the read- 
ing of the final text by Barbusse. 

On the vote the floor was refused to 
us in spite of our vehement insistence. 
It was accorded, however, to Mr. Patel, 
the former president of the Indian Na- 
tional Congress, who explained his objec- 
tions at length even though he had voted 
for the "charter". The presidium refused 
to put our text, regularly proposed, to 
a vote. It even refused to take the nega- 
tive, to ask who was opposed to the Bar- 
busse manifesto. We bad to intervene 
violently to record our vote Against. 

In I'Humanite of September 1, Cachin, 

speaking of the manifesto, writes: 'S>n 

this program of revolutionary action, so 

capital for us, no reservations were for- 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Wlicit Happened at the Barbn§§e Congress? 



(Continued from page 1) 
mutated by a single Congress delegate. 
Quite the contrary." He lies deliberate- 
ly. (The delegates of toe Left Opposition 
refused to make themselves accomplices 
in the criminal confusion of this mani- 
festo, they refused to grant their confid- 
ence for the permanent struggle against 
war to a committee composed of Gandh- 
iste, Barbusslsts, Pacifists and Stalinists. 
Th« Official Bulletin of the Congress re- 
cords our vote as follows; "The mani- 
festo is adopted amid delirious enthus- 
iasm of the Congress by more than 2,100 
votes against 6 votes of the French Trot- 
Bkylsts." And further; "In the same 
way, the list of tne members for the 
Permanent Committee of ihe Congress 
against War was adopted by more than 
2,000 votes against the 6 votes of the 
French Trotskylsts." 

Let us now examine briefly this char- 
acter on which the Centrist* at least 
made no reservations. 

The idea of class is totally absent from 
this manifesto. In our view, in the view 
of the Marxists, the question of waf is 
a class question, and the role of the 
proletariat in war 1b determined by the 
class character of this war. We are 
against the imperialist war, for the 
crjil war. ,We support certain national 
wars. Bach case requires a specific anal- 
ysts. In the manifesto, nothing of the 
sort is to be found. Its language is vul- 
garly democratic. 

The Congress, it says there, "does not 
deny the existence of ideological and pol- 



with tne profound conviction that the f e ato, this "charter", this platform, will 
struggle against war to not upright ex- oe an obstacle to the struggle against 



cept to the extent that it is effective and 
weighs down on affairs. 

"It urges the mass, the only invincible 
power in the tragical disorder oi our 
times, to enter with disciplined ranks 
into this disorder and make Its voice 
heard there loudly 1" 

And right after that, is added : 
"It is in this sense (but what sense? 
has any of it any sense?) that it in- 
tends to have the Committee of Struggle 
against War, which it has formed, work : 
to extend this labor front throughout the 
world." 

Here comes tbv grand it-iquent oath that 
was taken in common, without the least 
reservation, by the Patels, the Fontenys. 
the M*>nnets and Bergerys, the General 
von Schoenaichs, the Muenzenbergs and 
the Caching; 

Cachin's Pledge and 
. . . PatePs 

pledge and 



war. The party, the trade unions, the 
various committees, will be unable to 
engage in a real struggle against war 
except by trampling upon this text, by 
rejecting the advice of the International 
Committee, by fighting fiercely to put 
through in every meeting a precise, 
limited program of action of the united 
front with all the workers' organizations. 
There is no other way. 

For where in this "charter" is there 
anything precise and serious about the 
methods of struggle, on the revolutionary 
struggle, on the tactic and strategy of 
the struggle against imperialism? Now- 
whefe. You find nothing but badly bloat- 
ed literature ! 

The party leaders refuse the honest 
^united front, that is, one based upon 
limited, precise proposals, made by the 
party with full independence, discussed 
by the party and responsibly adopted by 
it, addressed to the responsible reformist 
organizations which embrace hundreds 
of thousands of workers. Instead of this, 
they camouflage themselves behind 
pseudo-united front committees, in con- 
fusion, and they are led to make a bloc 
from above with the enemies or Commun- 
ism! These are the facts which no in- 
sults, no quibbling, will conceal from the 
eyes of the vanguard. And the inevitable 
conclusion is this: for the moment, Cen- 
trism profits by this indefinite current 
started and exploited by it; but In the 
i:.si;j run, It is oppornmis' i t !io social 



"Each of us here takes 
we take it all together: 

"We pledge that we will never allow, 
the formidable unity which has been es- 
tablished here among the exploited and 
victimized multitudes to be broken up, 

"We pledge to fight with all our force 
and with all our resources against cap. 
Italism, purveyor to slaughter-houses. 
"We pledge to dedicate ourselves with 
itical nuances which may divide the ele- all our 1 strength and all our resources to democracy, which will profit by it, 1* the 
meets composing it" . Thus, betw«*o the immediate and urgent tasks, standing hour when the proletarian Communist 
the Indian bourgeoisie, between the up against ..." Here follow the gen- v 5ng will be oi/.igcd ^o ■^'•"i" 1 ' 1 J'*^ 
Western petty bourgeoisie and the revolu- eral slogans : 

tionary proletariat (all represented at Against armaments, against the pre- 
the Congress), there are nothing but . . . paration of war by the "public powers 
ideological nuances! After that, nothing' which rule .us", against chauvmism, 
stands in the way of unanimity for hoi- against Fascism 'Vhlch orgamzes the 
low generalities, devoid of anj class' civil war", against war budgets and loans 
6ense to Fascist states, against the campaign of 

Precisely, the whole of the manifesto, incitement against the U. S. S. R-, against 
Is a laborious assembling of paragraphs' the dismemberment of China, against the 
carefully doctored to give satisfaction to exploitation and oppression of the masses 
eterybody, and they bear the indelible of Colonial peoples, for the struggle for 

national and social liberation, for the 
support of the Japanese workers, for the 
support of the transport and munitions 
workers, for the struggle by "all means" 
against the "impending eatic'ysin." 

This is the substance of the manifesto 
which was adopted unanimously save for 

and 



mark of Centrism. 

The Indelible 
of Centrism 



Stamp 



, , .6 votes, amidst general confusion 

One finds a very vague analysis «. wit ^ ta 8INGLK COMMUNIST BWSAK- 

capitalist disorder and of the way in ER HAVIKO EXPRESSED THE 

which it engenders war, which concludes SUGHTB8T keSEEVATION OR AM- 

as follows: "The Congress __ Prodaims BNDMENT ON THB SUBJECT: 

And now, let ots put these questions: 
1. Why hasn't this manifesto, this 
''charter", this "basis for aetion", which 
is to "orient" the struggle of the party 
against war, been published to this day? 
What does this silence conceal? What 
alterations, after the fact, are being pre- 



that out of this whole state of affairs it 
is the human (?) masses who are and 
who will be its victims. By the effect 
of the crisis of over-production and the 
detective (!) distribution of production, 
derived by the action of an increasing 
unemployment, etc. ... the multitudes 
of labor are crushed, those who were cut ; ™ red "for" it? 



from the morass of the Patels and the 
Monnets, and when the social democrats 
will exclaim : "There you see how in- 
sincere they were ; they are now breaking 
up a bloc which they made wthout ex- 
pressing any reservations, without out- 
lining the limitations, without foreseeing 
the future!" And at that moment, the 
workers will feel the brutal effects of 
Centrist confusion. They will see that 
the Left Opposition was right. 

Still another feature of the manifesto 
should be emphasized. The text reviews 
the International situation and the war 
danger spots, but NOTHING IS SAID 
ABOUT THE GERMAN SITUATION! 
You do find this enormity, that it is Arti- 
cle 217 of the Versailles Treaty which 
is responsible for the rise of German 
Fascism, but not a line can be read 
which denounces the Hitlerite Fascist re- 
action as the greatest war menace to the 
U. S. S. R. The whole manifesto is 
vague in this respect. In spite of the 
war which Is tearing up the Far East, 
the decisive threat, the knife which is 
being wielded over the throat of the 
German, Russian and international pro- 
le, liat, is the Fasc>n. of Hitler, (he 



(Continued from page 1) 
THE LEADER OP THE HINDU 

BOURGEOISIE OPENS AND 
CLOSES THE DEBATES 

Special mention should be made of 
the speeches of tiie former president of 
the Indian National Congress, Patel, 
chief of the Hindu bourgeoisie, leader 
of its Right wing. Patel came to this 
congress for good cause, he knew the 
political benefit he could gain from it 
to cover himself before the toiling mass- 
es of India, to obtain in Europe points 
of support for the negotiations of the 
Hindu bourgeoisie with English imper- 
ialism and to stiHe the revolutionary 
class movement of the Indian workers 
and peasants. He cared very little, with 
the white uniform of his caste, about 
being a spike in the Congress. He play- 
fcd his politics. And this policy should 
be known to the Communists for whom 
the tragic experience with the Kuo Min 
Tang is still alive. In India, the Con- 
gress of the Hindu bourgeoisie and, at its 
head, Patel, have already committed acts 
of class repression against the proletar- 
iat and its revolutionary militants. And 
Patel himself did not fail to mention 
it from the tribune of the Congress. Not- 
withstanding, the Congress answered him 
with a unanimous chanting of the In- 
ternational ! 

In his appeal, R. Rolland, apologist for 
Gandhi, the man who is disarming the 
Indian workers and peasants, saluted 
India which "is pursuing with its own 
weapons of Satvagrapha, its silent, its 
invincible struggle of liberation". In his 
exposition, Patel, after expressing regret, 
amidst the applause of the Congress, 
over Gandhi, "whose place would be so 
distinguished at this Congress" {that's 
all that was missing!), declared that as 
for himself India was the central point 
of the imperialist war danger and, to 
the idea that "the end of capitalism is 
the condition sine qua non of the end of 
all wars", he opposed the central idea 
of "the end of the domination of Eng- 
land over India", which lie interpreted 
in the sense of the Hindu bourgeoisie. 
Patel indicated that he repudiates Com- 
munism and spoke of the attitude of the 
Indian National Congress towards it. 

On the "eve of the Congress, during a 
preparatory meeting, Patel had demanded 
for himself a speaking time without any 
limitations whatsoever, else he would 
quit the Congress with a statement for 
Hie press. At no moment during the 
Congress did he lose sight of his own 
policy. Pale' served up to the Congress 
the policy of the class he represented. 

When the Congress had concluded with 
(ho vote carried by the whole apparatus 
for the final manifesto, Patel demanded 
and again obtained the lioor to show 
that lie is in no way altered his posi- 
tion and that he still rejected violence. 



down by the last war and who for the, 2 what organizations, what Commun. BWilil W ..,_. J _ „_ „..„. _„_ ..^ 

last fourteen jtars atHl hear the sorrows ^ mmiogs _ £aye a maDQate to an4 au .' atus to remain silcnt about tQis lact ! to tne c^, 



crushing boot of bloody capitalism which The English delegation had to rise 
is writhing in eonvulsions. The mute agiiinst his declaration. Neither this final 
Stalin compels his international appar- speech nor this protest were translated 



and wounds of it. 

Then the manifesto comes out against 
"the maintenance of artificial (sic) fron- 
tiers imposed by the peace treaties", it 
asserts that "article 217 of the Treaty 
of Versailles incriminating Germany with 
the sole responsibility, constitutes a cry- 
ing untruth (sic) which, exploited by a 
play of demagogic mysticism has in part 
provoked the Fascist reactions of Ger. 
many" . . . 

It Is not possible for us to dwell upon 
each of these phrases. They contain a 
whole world of confusion. Let us mark 
out simply the passage that for the Con- 
gress the frontiers of Versailles are "ar- 
tificial". Are there, then, "natural" 
frontiers? According to the manifesto, 
there are; that is It sim« fully into 
petty bourgeois nationalism which simply 
reproaches the Versailles negotiators 
with having "badly cut up" the map of 
Europe ! 

Finally, the manifesto takes up its tac- 
tic of struggle against an imperialist war. 
Here Is literally what It says on the 
subject: "Determined to stand up as 
much as it Is humanly possible against 
this march to the abyss which involves 
all living beings, the Congress sees sal. 
vation only in the concerted action of 
the workers, the peasants and all the 
exploited and oppressed of the world.' 
And that is all. Immediately afterwards, 
is added: the Congress "declares that 
no other means of struggle against war 
is sufficient." 

What does this mean to say? We defy 



thortzed the Communist leaders to vote 
for such a text without reservations? 
How should the vote without reservations 
for the Barbusse platform be designated 
except as a swindle against the ranks of 
the party? 

3. Thi» confused text was adopted by 
the licensed representatives of the big 
bourgeoisie, of the '^social Fascist" 
LEADERS, of the petty bourgeois paci- 
fists, etc., who find nothing in it different 
from the resolutions of their own parties. 
To Vote jointly with them without re- 
servations, doesn't that mean to make an 
UNPRINCIPLED BLOC from above, in 
the dark of the moon? 

In the whole manifesto, one single 
paragraph makes allusion to revolution- 
ary methods of struggle. It is the fol- 
lowing: the Congress "asserts that the 
Japanese workers have already showed 
by heroic examples how the struggle 
against the imperialist war should be 
conducted, by standing up against their 
own bourgeoisie, by endeavoring to oppose 
the production and transportation o* 
munitions, and by opening the eyes of the 
soldiers themselves as to the rapacious 
Character of this war." Naturally, this 
paragraph was inserted to "satisfy" the 
Communists. But in spite of this, it sows 
confusion for it does not say that It Is 
a question of utilizing the war to beat 
the bourgeoisie, to vverthrow the capital- 
ist regime, to substitute the proletarian 
dictatorship for the bourgeois dictator- 
ship. As It stands, the paragraph may 
lead to the belief that it is simply a 



That is why the Congress directed by 
Muenzenberg, one of the leaders of the 
German Communist Party, was able to 
adopt a manifesto which passes over in 
silence the critical hour through which 
the capitalist universe and the interna- 
tional proletariat are passing in the class 
struggle in Germany, a struggle which 
today entirely dominates the problem of 
peace and war. 

Not a minute was granted the Opposi- 
tion to say this. And yet, we do not 
want to see socialist deputies, who vote 
the war budgets of Boncour, who ap- 
prove the tactic of treachery of Sever- 
ing and Braun, applaud Muenzcnberg 
when he evokes the sacrifices of the pro- 
letarians of Germany — we want positions 
to be taken on this point, clear engage- 
ments, so that everyone knows where he 
is going and how he will get there. 

Such a manifsto we rejected with in- 
dignation. We deposited with the pre- 
s.kl.r.m our own dec i»rr -t . ■ demanding 
that it be put to the vote. They refused. 
Tet it substituted for the pacifist-Cen- 
trist hotch-potch the clear thoughts of 
Marxism. It concretized the limited, de- 
■flnite program upon which a temporary 
united front (and not a perrnament bloc) 



Pacifist Speakers and 
Communists 

As soon a* Patel had concluded his 
remarks, the theater front to whom- the 
chairmanship had been entrusted, Mig- 
lioli, former Catholic deputy from Crem- 
ona, let loose and gave the floor to a 
new celebrity. From then on the fate 
of the Congress was sealed. No serious 
agenda was worked out The Congress 
was compelled to confine itself to a suc- 
cession of general speeches, of greetings 
indifferently delivered by literati, mili- 
tants, politicians or by genuine fighters 
from the proletarian front. Amazing 
speeches were delivered : the autonomist, 
Da hie t, demanded that the League of 
Nations declare it a d'uty, not to divide 
ill case of war. Echos of the real strug- 
gle of the revolutionary proletariat were 
nevertheless heard from the tribune in 
the course of the heterogenous and ster- 
ile procession : the voice of an Invergor- 
den sailor, the vokfe of a striker from 
the Belgian mines, of a revolutionary 
seaman, of Balkan revolutionists, of 



any sincere comrade, whoever he may b*, matter of a "pressure" upon the national 
to explain this paragraph. Is there in bourgeoisie to bring thte war to a halt. 



it the slightest serious explanation of 
the methods of struggle against war? 
Isn't it a purely social democratic hollow 
phrase? "Concerted action"? — What ac- 
tion? Concerted among whom and whom? 
By means of which organizations and to 
what end? etc. ... All these questions 
must be answered! 

After this, the manifesto adjures the 
""conscientious objectors" to renounce 
their tactics. It speaks of "noble dreams", 
of '♦unfortunately useless sacrifice", of 
"splendid moral attitude", of "heroic 
methods". Who can explain the meaning 
of this phrase: "To the men of character 
and courage who preach heroic methods 
and by accepting for themselves the very 
grave consequences, it asks to be also 
( !) with the others (?) in order to build 
up, stone by stone, from the bottom, a 
massive and collective barrier"? .... 

Finally, the last paragraphs must be 
quoted : 

"The Congress turns towards the In. 
numerable proletariat whose sovereignty 
depends only upon conscious organiza- 
tion (and not upon the overthrow of the 
bourgeoisie— a purely social democratic 
thesis). 

"Strong with the mandate confided to 



And it is just for that reason that Mon- 
net and Planche, who vote for the war 
budget of Herriot-Boncour, also voted for 
this resolution in all tranquility 1 

Take the text of the recent resolutions 
of the Second International in Zurich. 
Do we not also find there the slogan of 
the defense of the U. S. 8. R., of the 
sabotage of munitions transportation, 
etc.? . . . Don't we know that those are 
hdliow phrases which only serve, in the 
'■m: analysis to dupe t*i; masses? 

How could the Communist party rally 
to these hollow phrases without a word 
of reservation, of amendment, of critic* 
i'lii! At the inevitable i"i u.cnt when the 
Patels, the Fontenys, the Monnets, etc. 
will show that they stand in the long 
run for the interests of bourgeois dem- 
ocracy rather than those of the proletar- 
ian, revolutionary struggle against war, 
what will be the attitud* of the Centrists 
who united with them on the same plat- 
form? 

The bloc, without . conditions or limit- 
ations, without clarity, serves only con- 
fusion, opportunism, that is, in the last 
analysis, the social democratic and 
treacherous petty bourgeois leadership. 

Against that, the party must be warn- 



it by a multitude of persons risen from cd, as well as the revolutionary vanguard 
all the horizons of the universe and dlf-| who -we been caught In the snare of 
ferent tendencies, but united in the sin-j ambiguity and confusion, 
cere and ardent desire for peace: strong! " must be asserted loudly: this mani- 



could be offered and pressed before the colonial militants. But all these speech- 
responsible reformist workers' organize- es were included ia an endless chain of 
tlons. , others punctuated by revoutionary songs 

Let every party comrade reflect upon it. I with which the Congress too frequently 
Let those who greeted- the speech of the greeted irresponsible literati, 
social democrat, Nicole, with cries of A pacifist speaker proposed as against 
"Unity"!, who acclaimed Rolland, Bar- 1 the Sacred Union of War, to constitute 
busse, Fonteny, Patel and Co. as their i a Kaered Union of those who do not 
leaders in the struggle against war, pon-l want war. 

der again : the facts will open their eyes. I Pressed to explain themselves about 
They must demand in the party the re- i this confusion, the militants of the Com- 
radiation of this manifesto. They must _ munist party and the revolutionary trade 
force the apparatus to uncover its double unions showed their passive skepticism 
game. They must demand an independ- ■ or else replied : We've got to win them, 
ent declaration of the party. Let them over. We are not here as Communists. 



adopt the position of the Left Opposition, 
contained in our manifesto. Right now, 
the best elements will understand us. 
And tomorrow, it is the whole party that 
we will succeed in snatching out of the 
Centrist combinations which ruin the 
Marxian doctrine of the proletariat in the 
vital question of war and peace. 
Paris, September 1932 

—P. NAV1LLE. 
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THE COMMUNISTS ON THE TRIBUNE 
OF THE CONGRESS 

Several Communists orators intervened. 
Among the French, Caehin and Raca- 



with these diplomatic* impersonal and 
abstract conclusions* what purpose could 
have been served by Kacamond's speech 
on the necessity of "destroying the nerv- 
ous system of preparation for war?" 

In the Presidium, the "social Fascist" 
deputies Monnet and Planche fraternized 
with Barbusse and the organizers. Af- 
ter the categorical declarations of refusal 
to sit at the same table as the "social- 
Pascfet murderers oi the proletariat", 
the Centrist representatives showed that 
at the table of Barbusse and Monnet, 
they themselves were contributing noth- 
ing less sterile, nothing more capable 
of efficiently serving the interests of the 
proletariat and of causing its revolu- 
tionary vanguard to advance. 
THE INTERVENTION OF THE RE- 
FORMISTS AND SOCIAL^DEMOCRATS 
Among the pennants carried in the 
Congress hall, one bore the inscription: 
Fight the international socialist reaction. 
On the second day the word "Socialist" on 
the banner was obliterated. About three 
hundred of the delegates belonged to the 
Second International. They stood up 
against the cynical boycott of action 
against imperialist war by the Adlers and 
Vanderveldes. But they were summoned 
to sj>eak only on the confused basis of 
Barbusse's speeches and manifestos. 

The director of the Geneva social dem- 
ocratic journal, the Left socialist Nicole, 
Intervened in a more significant way, 
politically. He used the language of a 
Left socialist with the borrowed scraps 
which that language has taken from 
Communist ideas: On the basis of such 
a speech he was able to declare hfanself 
in perfect accord with Marcel Cachin's 
speech. At the same time he urged the 
political unity of the proletariat and the 
reunion of its parties. Extraordinary as 
it may seem, these declarations were 
received with great enthusiasm by the 
French Communists. Mnenzcnberg had 
to make some remarks on this demonstra- 
tion imediatoly. But such Congresses 
are not called to dissipate the confusion 
in which Centrism throws its good work- 
ing class elements. 

Similarly, an Intervention by Rosen - 
feld, leader of the German Socialist Lab- 
or Party, remained unreproached. 
MUENZENBERG'S SPEECH 

However, Nicolas intervention demand- 
ed a reply from Mneuzenberg, upon 
whom, In fact, rested the whole burden 
of the Congress. Muenzen berg's interven- 
tion had the job of bringing the whole 
discussion to the point. But in such a 
Congress, the discussion can be brought 
to the jxiint only at the cost of a radical 
transformation of the Congress. And it 
was exactly this which Muenzcnberg did 
not want. 

Besides, despite several vigorous pas- 
sages, Muenzcnberg, who was announced 
as one of the leaders of the 3rd Inter- 
national, did not speak the language of 
the 3rd International. "Today I do not 
speaii here ii> the name of the 3rd Liter- 
national, but in the name of the Con- 
gress, whose sentiments I am sure I ex 
press." Furthermore, the recollection of 
the socialist leaders* treason In 1914, the 
ambiguous reference to the French dele- 
gation's outburst with reference to 
Nicole's intervention, the necessity that 
"the promises given should bte followed 
by actions", remained hollow phrases 
without class content, without the party 
conclusions. To Patel, Muenzcnberg 
merely replied that non-violence serves 
the interests of the Indian bourgeoisie; 
he refuted it with several literary 
phrases. 

Muenzcnberg also replied to the left 
Opposition. 

He -said literally : "It is the Trotskylst 
fraction which is most active In this Con- 
gress." He rejected our proposals in a 
few sentimental phrases about devotion 
to the party, and the only thing with 
which he reproached Trotsky was his 
alleged consideration of himself as high- 
er than the party. In reality he tried 
to defend this confusionist Congress 
against our criticisms, and our comrades 
protested vigorously when he distorted 
our position. 

The Opposition at 
the Congress 

For thte balance of the Congress' dura- 
tion, the six delegates belonging to the 
International Left Opposition fought en- 
ergetically. They made themselves heard 
despite the Bureau's obstruction, they 
held conservations with the workers, sum- 
moning the Communist party to define 
clearly its line of principle and action, 
and proposing concrete objectives of com- 
mon struggle to the responsible workers' 
organizations. 

From the opening of the session, when 
it became obvious that the Congress was 
engaged in an endless stream of greet- 
ings, one of our comrades, after having 



mond delivered long expositions, and on vainly asked the Presidium for the right 



the whole these speeches appeared to be 
of organization and of action, transform- 
the attenuation of all formulations, the 
total absence of conclusions in principles, 
of organibation and of aetion, transform- 
ed these speeches into embrolderings on 
Communist themes: that is, into un-Com.- 
raunist acts. For Communist speeches 
are distinguished by their conclusions in 
principles, by organization and by ac- 
tion : they were wanting in the appeals 
of our representatives. How could things 
have been otherwise in a Congress held 
''outside of parties?" Also, in place of 
the precise assertion on the principle 
line underlying the Communist party's 
actions, on the concrete platform which 
It should have proposed for the mobili- 
zation of workers' organizations, Caehin 
ended his speech with this vague re- 
mark: "We proclaim that sectarianism 
here would be a crime against the pro- 
letariat itself." Under these conditons, 



to speak on the agenda, demanded from 
his seat the privilege of Intervening so 
that the Congress might determine its 
proceedings in a fruitful manner, consider 
the various doctrinal positions, and con- 
clude with serious results. But when re 
had gained the tribune, he was brutally 
driven off it by the strong-arm squad, 
while Miglioli and Gibarti tried to lec- 
ture the Congress against these "anar- 
chistic methods." 

Starting with that moment, and during 
the entire Congress, the united appar- 
atus defended the proceedings of the 
Congress from our persistent efforts, 
straining ceaselessly and in every way 
possible way to gag us. The Miglioll- 
Gibart.t-Muenzenberg trinity redoubled 
false promises, alternating with threats, 
to oppose the constant interventions of 
our ocmrades, and to try to keep the 
Left Opposition from uttering the opin- 
ions of the Opposition to this Congress. 



Literature of all tendencies and from 
all organizations was distributed to all 
delegates at the Congress. The Daugh- 
ters of Peace and the Women's Peace 
League distributed their pamphlets. The 
anarchists distributed a leaflet against 
the Congress. 

But the distribution actively undertaken 
by our comrades of the "Declaration of 
the Bolshevik-Leninists" In German, Eng- 
lish and French, twice caused incidents 
of such great violence from the function- 
aries of the Dutch, French and German 
parties, that they necessitated the inter- 
vention of the Congress apparatus which, 
finally, refused us and us alone, the op- 
portunity to distribute the writings of 
tfio Left Opposition. 

Our Indo-Chinese 
Comrade Speaks 

On the first day, the floor was given to 
comrade Ra, delegate of a group of colo- 
nial workers ; we here reproduce the es- 
sence of his speech : 

"In the imperialist epoch capitalism 
cannot avoid conquering and fighting 
with guns over the colonial countries, 
which are tremendous sources of raw 
material and markets for the capitalist 
states. 

"J.n the colonies capital creates a prole- 
tariat and a peasantry which it ex- 
ploits harshly. The exploited colonials 
organize and struggle. Their desperate 
struggle in China, Iudo-China, India, 
Africa, already honors the names of 
Shanghai, Canton, Yen Bay, Vinh, 
Chauri-Chaura. To the raising of the 
Indo-Chinese workers' standard the im- 
perialists oppose mach'we-guns, airplanes 
and the guillotine, ami unite to crush 
the vanguard, the colonial Communist 
parties. Of this type are the decapita- 
tions at Yen Bay, the repression at Vinh, 
the arrest, followed by their death, of 
N'Guyan Ai Quoc. 

"These bloody colonial wars are in- 
evitably accompanied by class war in the 
colonies themselves. In this class con- 
flict imperialism guarantees itself, by 
means of the 2nd International's fakers, 
the aid of the native bourgeoisie and 
part of the petty bourgeoisie. The Ton- 
kin socialist section demands bloody 
measures of repression against the Indo- 
Chinese revolutionists, at the same time 
tkat the Sararuts and Leon Blums are 
urging the French government to ration- 
alize the exploitation of the colonials. 

"Among the reformist tendencies of 
the native bourgeoisie, those which the 
workers have bitterly experienced are Sun 
Vat Senism and Gandhism. Sun Yat Sen 
states in his Memoires' that in his sup- 
pression of revolts he assured himself 
the aid of French and American bank- 
ers. After him the Kuo Min Tang, with 
its leaders, Chiang K;ii-Shek, Wang Chin 
Wei and even Sun Yat Sen, fulfilled Itfl 
mission as imperialism's valet in the 
massacre of the workers in Shanghai 
and Canton as well as in the coups d'Ktat 
of March 1>6 and January 27. In Endia, 
Gandhi, by his concept of non-resistance, 
takes his share of responsibility for the 
peasant massacre at Chauri-Chaura. The 
colonial bourgeoisie, linked to imperial- 
ism in the exploitation of workers, in 
spite of their antagonisms, have inter- 
ests which ally them to imperialism in 
the wars of conquest and the wars of 
liberation. 

"The struggle against war can only be 
led by the working class with its van- 
guard, the Communist International, in 
the direction of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat allied to the peasantry. The 
struggle against war has no meaning out- 
side of the fierce battle for the overthrow 
of the imperialist regime. This struggle 
can be led only in opposition to the 
ideology and inflcnce of the imperialists' 
valets and supporters — the 2nd Interna- 
tional, the native bourgeoisie, and (I 
hope I don't hurt It. Holland's and Bar- 
busse's feelingsh all the petty bourgeois 
pacifist ideologies. 

"In this fight for liberation the colo- 
nial workers are assured the active aid 
of the world proletariat. The dictator- 
ship of the proletariat in the U. S. S. R. 
is a vital source of help for them. A 
victory of the workers lti the metropolis 
will give them inestimable support and 
vice versa. Here too the Comintern Cen- 
trist leadership's national reformist con- 
ception of 'socialism in one country' is 
revealed as anti-Communist. The colo- 
nial workers will fight this wretched 
tendency and will set their sole vanguard, 
the C. I., on the road of the world rev- 
olution, without which the realization of 
socialism is impossible aud peace is 
Utopian, 

"At this period, when the crisis of 
the bourgeoisie and its class contradic- 
tions force the German bourgeoisie to 
unleash Hitler's Fascism against the Ger- 
man proletariat, the struggle against war 
remains a dead letter if the C. I. does 
not realize a fighting united front of 
workers' organizations to crush Hitler's 
Fascism and defend the U. S. S. R. on 
a class basis." 

In concluding, Ra hailed the light un- 
dertaken by the International Left Op- 
position and its leader, Leon Trotsky. 
The applause which first greeted our 
comrade, whose tendencies were still un- 
known to any one, gave place to the boo- 
ing of the Communist functionaries. The 
speech was not translated for the other 
delegates who came in numbers to ask 
why the end of the speech had been 
hissed. Its appearance in the "honest" 
Congress Bulletin is carefully expurgated 
and completely distorted. 

On the second day, the efforts of our 
comrades caused the apparatus to gra'ht 
several minutes to comrade Molinier, who 
had credentials from the Greek organi- 
zations. He said, in substance: 
(Continued on page 3) 
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II. 

On the general question of Centrism, 
we feel that our differences are not very 
great and in some respects are only of 
& formal character. In giving the name 
"centrism" only to those groupings which 
occupy the place bat ween the official 
camps of reformism (social democracy) 
and the official camp of Communism, we 
have used the term, precisely as Lenin 
used it. However here the whole ques- 
tion seems to be one of name and we 
do not wish to quarrel over that. 

What we emphatically deny is the im- 
plications in your statement that "we 
were concerned to efface the difference 
between the official party, the Right wing 
fraction (Lovestone group) and even the 
American League" and the further state- 
ment. "This makes it easy lor you to 
remain in an eclectic position and defend 
your right of a bloc with the Lovestone 
group." 

First o£ all, it is not true that we 
do not distinguish between the Right 
wing and the Party. Wo consider our- 
selves a fraction of the PARTY and not 
of the Right wing. In the very begin- 
ning of the organization of our tendency, 
in January 1931, in his debate with one 
of the American League, our representa- 
tive declared : 

"It is true there is a difference between 
the Communist party ( Stall n-Browder- 
foster faction) and the Communist party 
, { Majority group) Bucharin-Brandler- 
Lovestone faction). These dlfierences 
can be summarized broadly as follows: 
1. The "official Communist party" has 
more members, more good militant fight- 
ers who must be won over, has more in- 
fluence in the radical movement, etc. 2. 
The opportunism of the Communist party 
takes on a different form from that of the 
C. P. (Majority group). 3. The tempo of 
development of their opportunism dif- 
fers. These differences the Comm»inist 
League (Opposition) must take into con- 
sideration. Its tactics must be to stress 
the winning of the ranks and file of the 
Communist party for there are the prin- 
cipal ranks of the militants today". 

What we wish to affirm is that Stalin- 
ism, or "Bureaucratic Centrism" is also 
oil tile whole a form of centrism that is 
to the right of Leninism, in spite ol 
ultra-Left zigzags, and is moving toward 
Reformism. The fact that Stalinism 
rests tipftn the Soviet bureaucracy still 
tied to the workers by the frame of the 
proletarian revolution in the Soviet Union 
means that on the one hand this cen- 
trism has a more permanent base than 
the ordinary forms of centrism which 
art by their" very nature ephemeral and 
transient, and that, on the other hand, it 
will be a tendency capable of movements 
of yielding to the pressure of the work- 
ing class and thus having leftward zig- 
zag peculiarities. 

If wfe ask whether* Bureaucratic Cen- 
trism is more to the right or to the left 
or the Bight wing, our answer must de- 
pend on a concrete analysis of the given 
time and place and set of circumstances 
and not on an abstract generality Cer- 
tainly it would be most mechanical and 
formalistic to declare, as the American 
League has done, that everywhere Stalin- 
ism Is a tendency between us and the 
Right wing. The problem Is not quit* 
the same in Sweden as in Russia, in Ger- 
many a« in America. A dialectical ap- 
proach to this question must be a con- 
crete on*e. 

In regard to the question whether the 
Right wing of Communism is dynamically 
further away from Marxism than Left 

Socialists this depends on concrete cir- 
cumstances in which we must examine (ft) 
the direction, (b) the tempo, (c) the 
distance covered by the different groups, 
on the roads which they have elected to 
travel. You yourself declare that under" 
a normal regime in the Comintern, Right 
wing Communists would not be expelled 
from the Communist party, and it is a 
moot point to be determined concretely 
whether the fact of the expulsion of the 
Right wing, etc., has forced it into such 
a position that it can no longer be taken 
back into a Communist party or consi. 
dered nearer to us than Socialists. 

And here we must energetically em- 
phasize the fact that we have never pro. 
posed a BLOC with the Right wing 
(Lovestoneites), meaning by a bloc a gen- 
eral value a Hi a nee. In our general 
thesis we wrote: "In the meantime the 
Communist League of Struggle must try 
to effect a united front so that all Com- 
munist groups can work together on con- 
crete issues on the basis of the recogni- 
tion of the Communist character of each 
group. This will also help to re-establish 
mass work, to resist the violent tactics 
of the party officialdom, and to place the 
Communist groups on a correct path." 

When, some time later, Lovestone is- 
sued a call for "Communist Unity" we 
replied (Class Struggle Vol. II, No. 4, 
April 1932). "But first of all we want 
to ask Lovestone: FOR WHAT do you 
want to unite? To fight the organization 
of the unorganized as you are doing ev- 
erywhere? To destroy the new unions 
such as the textile? To cover up the 
fakers such as you did in Paterson and 
elsewhere? Is it for* this that you want 
unite? . . . Are you not like Kautsky 
and the other opportunists in youT shouts 
for unity without specifying on what pro- 
gram and on what basis? ..." 

Is it not clear, from these quotations, 
that in our struggle against the terrible 
disintegration taking place within the 
ranks of the Communists, that we pro 
posed a united front not with the Right 
wing alone but with all Communist 
groups, and not a general vague alliance, 
but only on specified concrete questions? 

Further it is recognized by everyone 
here that in a number of instances we 
alone actually fought against the Right 
wing when the Communist League of 
America was not even present. 

We are in accord with you when yoa 

write "To conclude a bloc with the Love. 

% e group would mean to augment Its 
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general authority and by that to help it 
to fulfill its reactionary historic mission." 
We are also of the opinion that it is not 
for us to raise into prominence the ques- 
tion of a united front with an organiza- 
tion auch aa the Right wing which in 
America is barren and without masses. 
However, It is quite possible that cir- 
cumstances may arise where it will be 
advantageous for us to form a united 
front including the Right wing even 
where the Party refuses to join or even 
fights it. Here again it is the concrete 
circumstances that decide. The fact that 
the Communist League of America fin- 
ally was forced to organize such a uni- 
ted front (Marine case) is proof of the 
correctness of our position. 

In our general thesis we have declared 
that the Communist League, of America 
also was a Right wing organization. We 
reached this conclusion on the basis of 
its first thesis and actions. Since the 
time of our criticism the Communist 
League of America ha« made some steps 
in correcting its past errors but its gen- 
eral practice, its methods of correction. 
Its last general theses, its present un- 
principled internal factional fight, etc., 
show that it has a long way yet to go 
really to deserve being part of the In- 
ternational Left Opposition. 

,We wish to raise the general question: 
Is it impossible for a group to agree to 
certain formulate of the Left Opposition 
and yet fill these formulae with such a 
Right wing content as to nullify them? 
Such a situation can readily result from 
the present general weakness of the Lett 
Opposition. Under such conditions it is 
quite possible for groups to sign general 
international declarations and yet annul 
them in their national practice. 

It is not correct to say that our seri- 
ous charges against the leadership of the 
Communist League of America, which 
we believe are based on facts and which 
We stand ready to prove when necessary, 
and our criticism of the Communist 
League of America made us an enemy 
of the International Left Opposition. 
Quite the contrary, it was because we 
wished to further the interests of the 
International Left Opposition ttoat we 
made tills criticism. Certainly comrade 
Trotsky, you must recognize that with- 
out a congress, without a strong and 
uuthorative political bureau, the Inter- 
national Left Opposition has not pressed 
its sections sufficiently to carry into ef- 
fect its principles that the sections must 
behave as Communists sections in the 
struggles of the workers, and that pro- 
paganda must be put forth not in a sec- 
tarian manner but on the basis of active 
participation in the entire life of the 
proletariat 

In this respect permit us to state that 
we have endorsed the organizational 
statutes worked out by our representa- 
tive, comrade Weisbord, during his dis- 
cussions with you and that we are send- 
ing you further a special report on the 
condition of the sections of the Inter- 
national Left Opposition embodying cer- 
tain recommendations that we believe can 
aid the situation. 

Finally we must declare the actions 
of the Communist League of America 
have materially contributed to the sharp- 
ness of our criticism. Our collaboration 
has been steadily rejected, no aid given 
us when our class enemies attacked us, 
we have been ridiculed in a most vulgar 



and low manner, our headquarters has 
been raided and partially wrecked, we 
have been denounced as agents for the 
police, etc. Do you believe we could .reply 
to these provocations without sharpness? 
On the other hand never have we taken 
a sharp tone to the views of the Inter- 
national Left Opposition itself, although 
the Secretariat, under Mill, behaved to- 
ward us in an extremely hostile and un- 
warranted manner. 

III. 

It is on the question of mass work, 
a most important question to us active 
Communists used to field work, whose 
very life medium is the working ciass 
to which we arc indissolubly hound, it is 
on this question that we most heartily 
welcome your statement: "I am ready to 
admit that your group would be able in 
that respect to complete the work of 
the American League." What an enor- 
mous difference between this statement 
and the attitude of the leaders of the 
Communist League of America? It was 
this false view of the leaders of the Com- 
munist League which more than anything 
else, we believe, has alienated many 
honest workers and Communists from 
the Left Opposition of the U. S. 

In this connection permit me to stress 
the fact that the leadership of the Amer- 
ican .League in pursuing the sectarian 
policies (sectarian in the worst sense of 
the word) has been guilty not merely 
of failing to apply principles which it 
did not "theoretically" deny, but of 
gross theoretical erroi^ as well, errors 
totally in disharmony with the Left Op- 
position and which only strengthened its 
false line. 

In agreeing with you that we can com- 
plete the work of the American League 
we do not wish to deny that in the course 
of existence we ha^e made some serious 
errors lioth in our general program (for 
example on the Labor Party question, 
our mistake in alowing the impression to 
get abroad that we wished a bloc with 
the Right wing, and our mistake in ignor- 
ing on certain questions the great critical 
activity already done by the Left Op- 
position, etc.) and in our practice. How- 
ever we do affirm that you must recog- 
nize that on the whole we are part of 
the Left Opposition and belong inside it. 

You write that we "must keep clearly 
in mind that the road to the Internation- 
al Left Opposition leads through the 
American League." We have aiways 
fought for closer relations with the Am- 
erican League. As long ago as Decem- 
ber 31, 1931 we made the following pro- 
posals to the American League: 

"1. That joint membership meetings 
be held to discuss Mie differences between 
both organizations . . . 

"2. That special place be allotted in 
both the Class Struggle' and the Militant 
for articles from representatives of both 
groups . . . 

'"3. That opportunity be given in the 
Forums conducted by both groups for 
speakers of each group to state their 
positions . . . 

"4. That both organizations cooperate 
as closely as possible in all united front 
activities and rally to mutual defence 
when attacked by capitalist forces . . . 
In all united fronts it is necessary not 
only to separate Communism from Men- 
shevism as a whole but to separate the 
Communists of the right from those who 
adhere to the views of the International 
Left Opposition. In all united fronts 
where other labor organizations are pre- 
sent, both groups should strive to effect 
a unified policy agreeable to both groups 
and to act as a unit." 



We believe that in the framework of 
the Left Opposition we shall be able, 
in a loyal and helpful way, to struggle 
for that viewpoint which can round out 
the work of the American Section and 
help it live up to its historic mission. 
We ask that you and the various sections 
of the Left Opposition aid us in this 
task. 

We cannot close without expressing 
our warm appreciation for the hospitable 
and friendly reception given 'our repre- 
sentative, and for the autographed photo- 
graph and greetings which you have sent 
us. We are confident that our* discus- 
sions will substantially contribute to our 
formal entrance into the ranks of the 
Bolsbo v I k- Lenin ists . 

—Communist League of Struggle. 



P.M.U. Under Sharp 
Attack 

(Continued from page 1) 
here clubbings, heating of women and 
children and intimidation of all kinds 
are rife, a reign of terror similar tc 
Britain's Blacks and Tans during the 
Irish revolution. The bosses well know 
that to lose these counties will change 
the picture of the miners, will bring the 
miners from the defensive to the offen- 
sive and open up a new phase of the 
class struggle. In all towns, mass meet- 
ings are being held and when the speak- 
ers call for a return to Franklin Co. 
there is vociferous applause 

The Leland Hotel in Springfleld Is the 
headquarters of Lewis and his open gun- 
men who are Imported from all parts 
of the country. Six striking miners were 
shot by those thugs at Braidwood Thurs- 
day as they were sitting by the road- 
side. In their frenzy at the growth of 
of the new union the bosses stop at 
nothing. 

From New York, while Lewis was 
negotiating with the anthracite operat- 
ors to put over a 25% reduction in the 
wages of the hard coal miners, he sent 
a telegram to one Charles Bohanan, 
hand picking him as president of a local 
here. The telegram was most laudatory 
of Rohanau's rare qualities, honesty, in- 
tegrity, and loyalty to the U. M W. A. 
Only it didn't work. Bohanan came 
with the telegram to the P. M. A. head- 
quarters saying that ho couldn't be brib- 
ed. Lewis has but few tricks left. 

The Militant is playing an important 
role in this battie. It is the only rev- 
olutionary or^an with a correct policy 
in the field. The more militant and Left 
wing miners peruse it and fight for the 
policy it proposes, one that the new "un- 
ion must follow if it is going to march 
on the road to victory by broadening 
the united front as proposed by the 
Communist League of America. The Left 
Opposition is continuously gaining in 
prestige because it carries the banner 
of Communism aloft. The task would 
be easier but for the blunders of the 
Staliuhrt bureaucracy. Despite everything 
we forge ahead. — CARMODY. 



JAPAN 

Its Rise from Feudalism to Capitalist Imperialism 
and the Development of the Proletariat 

By Jack Weber 



When Marx and Bngels issued the 
'•Communist Manifesto" in 1848, Japan 
was still in its dark ages of feudalism, 
shut In as a hermit nation to hold back 
the threatening inundation by the rising 
tide of world economy. Today we must 
amplify the first sentence ot the "Mani- 
festo." Less than a century after its 
issuance, a scant sixty-four years after 
the beginning of the modern era In 
Japan, the spectre of Communism haunts 
Asia as well as Europe. And in fact the 
spectre lias materialized and taTten on 
flesh and stands with a foot in either 
continent, so that even as Japan reaches 
maturity as a world capitalist power, 
world economy already includes within 
itself at least the framework of a more 
advanced stage of society. 

Under the direct influence of the "in- 
dependent reality of world economy". 
Japan, the last of the powers to abolish 
feudalism, has itself become one of the 
capitalist powers. The unprecedented 
speed with which this process occurred 
has been the admiration of thos* bour- 
geois writers who attribute the "success- 
es" of Japanese capitalism to the planful 
foresight of its ruling class. An exam- 
ination of this planned economy will 
'throw light on the present relation of 
forces in Japan and will serve to con- 
trast Japanese with Soviet Russian plan- 
ned economy. A picture of feudal and 
post-feudal Japan will not come amiss 
as a starting point. 

The Feudal Period 

When in 1833 Commodore Perry knock- 
ed at the gates of Japan with his cannon 
balls in the Bay of Uraga, ordering them 
oi>ened in die name of the rapidly-ex- 
panding American capitalism, he found 
Japan in the rotten- ripeness of a stag- 
nant feudalism. More than two centur- 
ies earlier a, new shognm (the Emperor's 
chamberlain) had< brought to a close the 
period of perennial warfare between 



rival military lords struggling for sup- 
remacy. His family, the Tokugawas, suc- 
ceeded in maintaining the "great peace" 
among the "weltering mass of feudal 
atoms" until the Emperor's Restoration 
in 18G8. Simultaneously with the estab- 
lishment of the Tokugawa shogunate the 
entire Japanese feudal structure was 
threatened by the inroads of Portuguese 
traders and missionaries. The introduc- 
tion of the cannon and the musket was 
not the only consequence of the Impact 
with European civilization that aroused 
the fears o£ the ruling class for its pre- 
servation. One result of the trade with 
the buccaneer-merchants was the rapid 
draining of gold from Japan in exchange 
for silver, the ratio between the two 
being one to four as against one to 
sixteen in Europe. Shortly too the sil- 
ver was in danger of exhaustion as Japan 
had little to offer In trade except copper. 
The spread of Christianity disturbed the 
entire ideational basis of feudalism and 
when a Portuguese sea captain frankly 
boasted that the missionaries were mere- 
ly the advance guard whose function it 
was to undermine the existing authority 
so that the Portuguese could step In and 
rule, the shogun prompOIy closed: the 
country to all but a limited number of 
Dutch and Chinese merchants, at the 
same time decreeing a death penalty for 
any Jap who tried to leave the country. 
The Tokugawa Shogunate (1603 to 1868) 

The feudal system is essentially a form 
of military dictatorship over peasants. 
Its economy is a barter economy and, in 
fhc case of Japan, its wealth was reckon- 
ed in bushels of rice. Takimoto states 
in the "Economic History of Japan" that 
in the latter part of the Tokugawa era 
the annual production of rice was 143,- 
322,000 bushels. Of this amount 102,308,- 
000 went to the feudal lords. The Tok- 
ugawas assessed a 50% tax on the re- 
mainder, leaving 20,476,000 bushel** for 



RUSSIAN BULLETIN 

The two latest Issues of the Russian 
Bulletin have just arrived. These are 
numbers 28 and 20-30. Both numbers 
are extremely important ones, dealing 
with She latest developments in Soviet 
economy, the situation in the Commun- 
ist International and the activities of the 

We ask all eomrades to send their or- 
ders in immediately, since there are only 
a limited number of each issue on hand. 
Orders for copies of the (Russian Bul- 
letin should be acompanied with cash. 
The price per bulletin is twenty-five cents. 



the peasant producers. The great feudal 
lords, the heads of great clans, called 
daimyos numbered 437 at the end of the 
era. Thare were 420 000 samurais or 
military retainers whose families and 
servants brought the number ot non- 
producers entirely dependent on the lords 
to wet! over one million. The entire 
population numbered 27,000,000, the vast 
majority peasants. 

Despite the Intense exploitation of the 
peasantry, the daimyos, with few excep- 
tions, could not maintain their establish- 
ments without deficits met by borrowing^ 
from the rising merchant class. Fre- 
quently enough the debts were wiped out 
by the simple 'expedient of confiscation 
of the entire wealth of the rich merchant. 
The samurais were so deeply in debt that 
geural repudiations of debts were com- 
mon. Thus the shogun declared all 
debts of samurais null and void in 1716. 

Evidently money economy was growing 
up side by side with the barter economy. 
The money economy whose beginnings 
traced tack many centuries in Japan, 
secured a firm hold through foreign 
trade, although barter continued to exist 
side by side with it up to 1875 when the 
system of expressing wealth in terms ol 
bushels of rice was abandoned. In fact 
trade had not ceased with the decreeing 
of seculsion. Down to 1700 the Dutch 
exported from Japan a total of 100,000,- 
000 lbs. of copper. At the end of the 
18th century they Were still exporting 
800,000 lbs. a year and the Chinese were 
then sending to China from Japan 1 1-2 
million Il>s. a year. Several "progres- 
sive" feudal lords were enriched by en- 
gaging in this trade. 

The Peasants 

Terrible as had been the lot of the 
peasants before the Tokugawa era their 
sufferings became indescribable duping 
this period. "Even in normal times, the 
peasants did not have enough to live on. 
They ate the cheaper grains and potatoes, 
and very seldom tasted the rice they 
produced, for it was taken away as tax, 
and what little was left them had to be 
sold >to get necessary money." Under 
feudal economy crop shortages were the 
most frightful calamity (just as over- 
abundance for the market is the contra- 
dictory capitalist calamity). From 1690 
to 1840 there were 22 famines, — very de- 
structive of human life. The famines 



Congress at Amsterdam 



(Continued from page 2) 

"1. The comrades of the Greek or- 
ganizations, because of police and finan- 
cial -difficulties, had to forego sending one 
of their own active members to this Con- 
gress: they sent their credentials to com- 
rades of their political tendency, and it 
is in the name of the thousands of work- 
ers grouped around them that we express 
ourselves here. 

"2. On the question of the fight against 
war, the Greek veterans, the wounded, 
the revolutionary workers have a doc- 
trine based on the revolutionary action 
of those among them who, when sent In 
1917 and 1918 Into Soviet Russia, frat- 
ernised with the Red Army which 
breathed life into the Communist anti- 
war concept: the transformation of the 
imperialist war into a civil war, under 
the guidance of Lenin and Trotsky. 

"3. On the convocation of this Con- 
gress, we consider that it can have posi- 
tive results only to the degree to which 
It can disengage Itself from these de- 
bates, we. think that peace depends on 
civil war, that civil war depends upon 
the proletariat's capacity for action, and 
that this capacity for action depends 
basically upon the unity, the strength 
and' the correct orientation of its van- 
guardd. That Is why we assert that it 
is the duty of the C. I., which was born 
in the struggle against the socialist be- 
trayal of 1914, to take the initiative in 
summoning a common congress of all 
proletarian organizations, In order to 
make the masses deceived by social pa- 
triotism and pacifism come over into the 
camp of defeatism and civil war. This 
road outlined by Lenin and Trotsky is 
the road we urge. 

"4. In the series of debates, this Con- 
gress has uncovered fatal wants. Paci- 
fism must be condemned and those who 
intend to defend the U. S. S. R. with their 
lives must be separated from those who 
seek notoriety by talkin about its de- 
fense. The weakening of capitalism, the 
proletarian dictatorship, the true defense 
of the U. S. S. R. are subordinated to 
that 

"5. The organizations we represent as- 
serted their concept by giving their cre- 
dentials to this Congress to two men 
whom the repression against their In- 
transigeant revolutionary struggle has 
denied admittance to this Congress. 

"One of them was for several years 
Soviet Russia's ambassador to Paris; 
but French imperialism, the bloodhound 
of the counter-revolution, demanded his 
recall because Christian Rakovsky signed 
a manifesto urging the conversion of im- 
perialist war into civil war. 

"The second was Lenin's companion in 
arms In the decisive moments of 1917 — 
Trotsky, who vitalized the proletariat's 
answer to war by organizing and lead- 
ing the Red Army to victory. 

"These two names, the names ot thou- 
sands of Russian Bolshevik-Leninists — 
art; the expression of the program we 
urge upon the Congress — Iiuyalfcy to Len- 
inism.'' 

Every word of Molinier's speech was 
clearly heard. The consistent Commun- 
ists of the French delegation, who had 
acclaimed or tolerated Patel and r>ahlet 
could not for long tolerate tue voice 
of the Left Opposition ; they drowned out 
its end with hisses. 

The slanderers Bulletin of the Con- 
gress relates this speech as follows : 

"Mo! infer, who had credentials from 
the Greek war veterans, despite every ef- 
fort of the Presidium members, did not 
succeed In making himself heard above 
the uproar which the assembly made as 



a sign of protest. Molinier, a French 
Trotskyism attempted, by attacks against 
the 2nd International, to justify his pro- 
posal — the unification of the two inter- 
nationals. Molinier's speech ended in an 
Indignant clamor. 

"Dima Hopoulos got on the tribunal 
and announced that Molinier was not a 
delegate of the Gi'eek war veterans nor 
of any ofher organization. He protested 
against Molinier's speech in the name of 
these Greek comrades. (Vigorous ap- 
plause)." 

It is well to note that the proposal at- 
tributed by a slanderous cynic fo Molinier 
actually was mnde at the Congress, The 
proposal was made by Nicole, and it re- 
ceived the vigorous applause of the 
French delegation. As for Kopoulos' 
provocative speech, it was an impudent 
slander which had to be -disposed of im- 
mediately before Miglioil. Justice was 
dealt out by the Credentials Committee, 
which could not — and for good reason — 
contest the credentials of the Greek or- 
ganizations. After this speech, Barbusse 
took the floor for a short time and said 
he was opposed to "the action he hod 
undertaken falling under the power of any 
party or fraction of a .party." This 
speech, which signalized the obliteration 
of the Communist party in the anti-war 
struggle, the French comrades, in their 
blindness, appland'od as hard as they 
ctuld. 

THE CONGRESS APPARATUS RUNS 
AWAY WITH THE "FINAL VOTE" 

On the last day of the Congress, the 
sequence of speeches was brusquely in- 
terrupted by the announcement that the 
Presidium was going into session. The 
manifesto drawn by Barbusse. who was 
convinced in advance that the Congress 
must close with a unanimous act, had 
been distributed the night before. The 
Presidium just barely brought itself to 
a few stylistic corrections which were 
to ratify the agreement between patel 
and Mueneznberg, between Madame Buc- 
hene and Cachtn, between Fonteny and 
Katayama. Barbusse read the docu- 
ment. The Left Opposition's delegation, 
which had never ceased to protest against 
the gagging of the discussion and the 
pacifist confusion of the proceedings, was 
grouped around the foot of the tribunal, 
where it vigorously demanded a discus- 
sion and the reading of the resolution it 
had submitted. 

It was surrounded by the strong-arm 
squad, which endeavored forcibly to im- 
pose silence upon it. In the tumult, they 
proceeded to a rote by show of hands. 
The comrades of the Left Oppositon, 
arrayed In vigorous protest, demanded 
the negative vote; the six votes of the 
Left Opposition were the only ones cast 
against the Barbusse manifesto. The 
delegation immediately submitted a state- 
ment explaining its vote. -These votes, 
delivered before the entire Congress, were 
recorded in the Congress Bulletin and in 
Monde, Up to this very day the official 
party press has concealed them from the 
workers. This vote is the first wound 
from which will ultimately perish the 
paralyzed confusionist apparatus for the 
action of the proletariat against Imperial- 
ist war and against the capitalist class 
that was constituted by the Barbusse- 
Muenzenberg Congress. 
Paris, September 1032 
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were caused by floods, droughts, frosts, i 
typhoons, volcanoes, insects,— but the 
suffering was due to the low stage of 
social organization, a stage in which 
ease of communieaton is not desired and 
roads are made impassable to prevent 
invasion by neighboring enemies. Des- 
peration often drove the peasants to riot 
for rice. Fifty such riots are recorded. 
Fivte riots of national sdope occurred 
between 1830 and 184& 

Such poverty and misery kept the 
population stationary throughout this 
period. It is recorded indeed that dur- 
ing the first decade of the 19th century 
the peasant population decreased by 
1,400,000 due primarily to deaths by 
starvation, altho a small part of this de- 
crease was due to the fleeing of peasants 
to the towns. Under such conditions in- 
fanticide was so common that in many 
districts only boys were raised and in 
others it was the custom to kill 2 out 
of every 5 babies. Near Nagano the 
large rock still stands where old women 
past the age of usefulness were exposed 
to die. 

The Restoration 

The most powerful rivals of the Tok- 
ugawas were the wealthy Choshu and 
Satsuma clans, both near the seacoast 
and both of whom has learned more of 
the arts of the .West than any other 
groups In Japan. Jiust before the aboli- 
tion of the feudal system the Satsumas 
had imported the latest cotton spinning 
machinery with 6000 spindles from Eng- 
land, thereby starting the first great in- 
dustry In Japan. These clans headed a 
revolt for the overthrow of the -decadent 
Tokugawas and for the restoration of 
the Emperor, nominal overlord for many 
centuries, around whom had grown the 
usual numerous myths of divinity. Un- 
wittingly, Com. Perry, by his "visit" 
helped these clans end the shogunate. 
The New Militarist Bureaucracy 

Lengthy as this historical outline may 
appear, it te essential to an Intelligent 
understanding of modern Japan. In the 
Tokugawa regime, control was exercised 
by a feudal bureaucracy with the Em- 
peror as a figurehead. With the much- 
heralded Restoration" of the Emperor in 
change in form but remained exactly the 
same In essence, as it had to since the 
ruling class had not changed. The Em- 
peror still remained a figurehead for 



state religious purposes, the actual pow- 
er passing over to the new militarists of 
the successful clans, the Cboshu and the 
Satsuma in particular. The daimyos and 
the samurais of these clans formed the 
new bureaucracy that ushered in capital- 
ism under the leadership of feudal lords. 
Feudalism was abolished but the lords, 
now peers of the realm, retained most 
of their land and were compensated by 
a bond issue for the small part relin- 
quished, and the samurais were granted 
a state pension as well as a sum of 
money outright. Feudalism was abolish- 
ed but military dictatorship remains to 
this day. To the victors belong the 
spoils and so from 1808 to 1012 the 
samurais of the Choshu clan had com- 
plete control of the modern conscript 
army whfch they organized. Almost In- 
variably the generals have been Chos- 
hus. Similarly the Satsumas, who had 
to play second fiddle because of a prema- 
ture attempt to invade and annex Korea, 
ern navy. Almost every admiral has been 
a Satsuma. With minor exceptions these 
clans contributed between them the mem- 
bership of that extra-constitutional body, 
the Genro or Elder Statesmen, who do 
not give counsel but dictate his policy 
to the Emperor. True, elements of dem- 
ocracy exist today in Japan but it need 
only be recalled that the male workers 
(over 25) were granted the vote only in 
1926, 'exercising this right for the first 
time in 1928, to realize the role played 
by the military bureaucracy at the pre- 
sent time. The shadow government hard- 
ly conceals the mailed fist. Under the 
Constitution the Minister of War practi- 
cally controls the cabinet. By resigning 
he forces the resignation of the entire 
cabinet (or parliamentary administrative 
body) since no cabinet is permitted to 
function without a Minister of War who 
must be either a general or an admiral. 
No general or admiral will consent to 
become Minister without the consent of 
his confreres. Per cotitra the Minister of 
War need not resign with the rest of 
the cabinet. In short the military clique 
form a class apart, "responsible" only to 
the Emperor, that is, to themselves. These 
glaring contradictions In Japanese "dem- 
ocracy" became the focus or attention in 
the invasion of Manchuria and China. 
(To be continued) 
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Thaelmann's Twenty-One Mistakes 

AN ANALYSIS OF THE REPLIES MADE BY ERNST THAELMANN TO A SERIES OF QUESTIONS POSED TO HEW 

BY FORMER SOCIALIST WORKERS ON THE ATTITUDE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY TOWARDS THE 

PROBLEMS OF THE UNTTEDFRONT OF ALL WORKERS IN THE PRESENT GERMAN SITUATION 

From the Scries of Articles in the Forthcoming Book 'The Only Road' : -: by Leon Trotsky 



IK THE MIDDLE of July appeared a brochure 
With Thalmann's answers to twenty-one questions 
by social democratic workers on how the "Red 
united front" is to be created. The brochure begins 
with the words : "Mightily does the anti-Fascist united 
front rush ahead !" On July 20 the Communist party 
called upon the workers to come out in a political 
strike. The appeal met with no response. Thus with- 
in five days was the tragic abyss revealed between bu- 
reaucratic rhetoric and political reality. 

The party received 5,300,000 votes in the elections 
of July 31. By trumpeting forth this result as a 
tremendous victory, the party showed how greatly the 
defeats have diminished its claims and hopes. In the 
first balloting for the presidential election, on March 
18, the party received almost five million votes. In 
the course of four and a half months— and what 
months! — it therefore barely gained three hundred 
thousand votes. The Communist press repeated hun- 
dreds of times in March that the number of votes would 
have been incomparably larger had it been a Reichstag 
election: in a presidential election, hundreds of thou- 
sands of sympathizers deemed it superfluous to lose 
any time over a "platonic" demonstration. If this 
March commentary is taken into consideration — and 
it deserves to be taken into consideration — it follows 
that the party has practically not grown at all in the 
last four and a half months. 

In April, the social democracy elected Hindenburg, 
who thereupon carried out a coup d'&tat aimed direct- 
ly at the former. One would think that this fact alone 
ought to have suffced to convulse the structure of re- 
formism to its very foundations. Add to this the further 
accentuation of the crisis with all its frightful con- 
sequences. Finally, on July 20, eleven days before 
the elections, the social democracy drew its tail miser- 
ably between its legs at the coup d'etat of the federal 
president it elected. In such periods revolutionary 
parties grow feverishly. Whatever the social dem- 
ocracy, forced into a steel vise, may yet undertake to 
do, it must drive the workers away from it to the Left. 
But instead of striding forward with seven league 
boots, Communism marks time, vacillates, is on the re- 
treat, and after each step forward it takes half a step 
backward. To esult over a victory only because the 
Communist party suffered no loss of votes on July 31, 
is finally to lose the sense of reality. 

In order to understand why and how the revolution- 
ary party condemns itself to a debasing impotence un- 
der exceptionally favorable, political conditions, one 
must read Thalmann's answers to the social democratic 
workers. A wearisome and unpleasant job, but it may 
enlighten one on what is taking place in the minds of 
the Stalioist leaders. 

To the question : "How do the Communists evaluate 
the character of the Papen government?", Thalmann 
gives several, mutually contradictory, replies. He be- 
gins with a reference to "the danger of the immediate 
establishment of the Fascist dictatorship". Then it 
follows that it does not yet exist? He speaks with com- 
plete accuracy of the government members as "repre- 
sentatives of trust capital, of the generals and of 
Junkerdom". A minute later he says about the same 
government : "this Fascist cabinet", and concludes hii 
reply with the assertion that "the Papen government 
. . . has set itself the aim of the immediate establish- 
ment of the Fascist dictatorship." 

By disregarding the social and political distinctions 
between Bonapartism, that is, the regime of "civil 
peace" resting upon military-police dictatorship, and 
Fascism, that is, the regime of open civil war against 
the proletariat, Thalmann deprives himself in advance 
of the possibility of understanding what is taking place 
before his very eyes. If Papen's cabinet is a Fascist 
cabinet then what Fascist "danger" is he talking 
about? If the workers will believe Thalmann that 
Papen sets himself the aim ( !) of establishing the 
Fascist dictatorship, then the probable conflict between 
Hitler and Papen-Schleicher will catch the party nap- 
ping just as the conflict between Papen and Otto 
Braun did in its time.* 

To the question, "Is the Communist Party of Ger- 
many sincere about the united front?", Thalmann na- 
turally answers affirmatively, and for proof he refers 
to the fact that the Communists do not go hat in hand 
to Hindenburg and Papen. "No, we put the question 
of the struggle, of the struggle against the whole sys- 
tem, against capitalism. And here lies the kernel of 
the sincerity of our united front." 

Thalmann manifestly does not understand what it 
is all about. The social democratic workers remain 
social democrats precisely because they still believe in 
the gradual, reformist road to the transformation of 
capitalism into socialism. Since they know that the 
Communists stand for the revolutionary overthrow of 
capitalism, the social democratic workers ask : Do you 
sincerely propose the united front to us? To this 
Thalmann replies : Naturally, sincerely, for with us it 
is a question of overthrowing the whole capitalist sys- 
tem. 

Of course, it does not occur to us to conceal any- 
thing from the social democratic workers. Neverthe- 
less, one must know the measure of things and preserve 
the political proportions. A skilled propagandist 
should have answered in the following manner: "You 
put your stakes on democracy ; we believe that the only 
way out lies in the revolution. Yet we cannot and we 
do not want to make the revolution without you. Hit- 
ler is now the common foe. After the victory over him 
we shall draw the balance together with you and see 
whither the further road actually leads." 

The auditors, peculiar as this may seem at first 

•These lines were written at the beginning of August, be- 
fore tte negotiations between Hindenburg-Papen and Hitter. 



sight, not only listen forbearingly to the speaker but 
even agree with him many times. The secret of their 
forbearance, however, rests upon the fact that Thal- 
mann's partners in the conversation not only belong 
to the Anti-Fascist Action but also call for the cast- 
ing of votes for the Communist party. They are 
former social democrats who have gone over to the sid« 
of Communism. Sucli recruits can only be welcomed. 
But what is deceptive in the whole affair is that a con- 
versation with workers who have broken with the social 
democracy is palmed off as a conversation with the 
social democratic mass. This cheap masquerade is 
highly characteristic of the whole present-day policy 
of Thalmann and Co. I 

However this may be— the former social democrats 
put questions which actually agitate the social dem- 
ocratic mass. "Is the Anti-Fascist Action a Commun- 
ist party business?" they ask. Thalmann replies: 
"No!" The proof? The Anti-Fascist Action "is no 
organization but a mass movement". As if it were 
not just the task of the Communist party to organize 
the mass movement. Still better is the second argu- 
ment : the Anti-Fascist Action is non-partisan, for ( !) 
it directs itself against the capitalist state: "Karl 
Marx, in dealing with the lessons of the Paris Com- 
mune, already placed in the foreground in all sharp- 
ness, as the task of the working class, the question 
of smashing the bourgeois state apparatus." O hap- 
less quotation ! For what the social democrats want, 
regardless of Marx, is to perfect the bourgeois state, 
but not to smash it. They are not Communists, but 
reformists. Despite his intentions, Thalmann proves 
just the thing he would like to refute — the party char- 
acter of the "Anti-Fascist Action." 

The official leader of the Communist party obvious- 
ly understands neither the situation nor the political 
thought of the social democratic workers. He does not 
understand what purpose the united front serves. With 
every one of his sentences, he delivers weapons to the 
reformist leaders and drives the social democratic 
workers to them. 

The impossibility of any kind of joint step with the 
social democracy is demonstrated by Thalmann in the 
following manner: "In this connection we [?] must 
clearly recognize that the social democracy, even when 
it today mimics a sham opposition, will at no moment 
give up its actual thoughts of coalition and its com- 
pacts with the Fascist bourgeoisie." Even if this were 
right, there would nevertheless remain the task of prov- 
ing it to the social democratic workers through experi- 
ence. However, it is also false in essence. If the so- 
cial democratic leaders do not want to abandon com- 
pacts with the bourgeoisie, the Fascist bourgeoisie, 
however, does abandon compacts with the social dem- 
ocracy. And this fact may become decisive for the 
fate of the social democracy. In the passage of power 
from Papen to Hitler, the bourgeoisie will in no way 
be able to spare the social democracy. The civil war 
has its laws. The reign of the Fascist terror will and 
can mean only the abolition of the social democracy. 
Mussolini began with just that, so as to be able all 
the more unrestrainedly to crush the revolutionary 
workers. In any event, the "social Fascist" cherishes 
his hide. The Communist united front policy at the 
present time must proceed from the concern of the so- 
cial democracy for its own hide. That will be the 
most realistic and at the same time, in its results, the 
most revolutionary policy. 

But if the social democracy will "at no moment" 
separate itself from the Fascist bourgeoisie (although 
Matteoti "separated" himself from Mussolini), don't 
the social democratic workers, who want to take part 
in the Anti-Fascist Action, have to leave their party? 
Thus runs one question. To this Thalmann replies: 
"For us Communists it is a matter of course that so- 
cial democratic or Reichsbanner workers may take part 
in the Anti-Fascist Action without having to leave 
their party." To show himself free from sectarian- 
ism, Thalmann adds: "If you were to stream into it 
by the millions, in a serried front, we would greet it 
with joy, even if a lack of clarity still exists in your 
minds, in our opinion, about certain questions of esti- 
mating the Social Democratic Party of Germany," 
Golden words ! We consider your party to be Fascist, 
you consider it to be democratic, but let's not dispute 
over petty matters. It suffices for you to come to us 
"by the millions", without leaving your Fascist party. 
"Lack of clarity about certain questions" cannot con- 
stitute an obstacle. But, 0, the lack of clarity in the 
heads of the all-powerful bureaucrats is an obstacle at 
every step. 

To give depth to the question, Thalmann proceeds 
to say: "We do not put the question of party to party, 
but on a class basis." Like Seydewitz, Thalmann is 
prepared to renounce party interests in the interests 
of the class. The misfortune lies in this, that for a 
Marxist there cannot be such a contrast. Were not 
its program the scientific formulation of the interests 
of the working class, the party would not be worth a 
penny. 

Only, along with the crude mistake in principle, 
Thalmann's words contain also a practical absurdity. 
How is it possible not to put the question "of party 
to party" when that is just where the very essence of 
the question lies? Millions of workers follow the social 
democracy. Other millions — -the Communist party. To 
the question . of the social democratic workers : How 
shall we today achieve joint actions between your party 
and outs against Fascism, Thalmann answers : "on a 
class and not a party basis": stream toward us by the 
millions. Isn't this the most wretched bombast? 

"We Communists," continues Thalmann, "do not 
want unity at any price." We cannot, in the interest 
of unity with the social democracy, "disavow the class 
content of our policy . . . and renounce strikes, strug- 
gles of the unemployed, actions of the tenants and rev- 



olutionary .mass defense". The agreement on definite 
practical actions is misconstrued into an absurd unity 
with the social democracy. Out of the indisp ens abil- 
ity of the fmal revolutionary assault of tomorrow, is 
deduced the impermissibility of harmonized strike or 
self-defense actions for today. Whoever can see rhyme 
or reason in Thalmann's thoughts deserves a prize of 
distinction. 

The auditors press : "Is an alliance of the C. P. G. 
and the S. D. P. G. possible in the struggle against 
the Papen government and against Fascism?" Thal- 
mann mentions two or three facts as evidence that the 
social democracy does not fight against Fascism and 
concludes : "Every [ ! 1] S. D. P. G. comrade will say 
we are right [?] when we say that an alliance between 
the C. P. G. and the S. D. P. G. is impossible on the 
basis of these facts and also [ !] for reasons of prin- 
ciple [! !]." The bureaucrat again assumes just the 
thing that should be proved ultimatism acquires a 
particularly ludicrous character as soon as Thalmann 
replies to the question of the united front with organi- 
zations which embrace millions of workers. The social 
democrats must acknowledge that an agreement with 
their party is impossible because it is Fascist. Can 
Wels and Leipart be rendered a better service? 

"We Communists, who reject any accord with the 
S. D. P. C. leaders . . . repeatedly declare that we are 
at all times ready for the anti-Fascist struggle with 
the militant social dmocratic and Reichsbanner com- 
rades and with the lower [?] militant organizations." 
Where do the lower organizations come to an end? 
And what is to be done if the lower organizations sub- 
mit to the discipline of the upper, and propose that the 
negotiations shall be begun with the latter? Finally, 
between the lower and the upper there are intermediate 
storeys. And can one prophecy where the dividing line 
will be between those who want to fight and those who 
dodge the struggle? This can be determined only in 
action and not by anticipatory appraisals. What 
sense is there in binding oneself hand and foot? 

In die rote fah^e of July 29, in a report of a 
Reiehsbanner meeting, the noteworthy words of a social 
democratic company commander are mentioned: "The 
will to an anti-Fascist united front exists in the masses. 
If the leaders fail to take it into account, then I will 
go to the united front over their heads." The Com- 
munist paper reproduces these words without comment. 
Yet they contain the key to the whole tactic of the uni- 
ted front. The social democrat wants to fight against 
the Fascists in common with the Communists. He is 
already in doubt about the good will of his leaders. If 
the leaders refuse, says he, then I shall go over their 
heads. Social democrats similarly disposed can be 
counted by the dozens, hundreds, thousands, millions. 
It is the task of the Communist party really to show 
them whether or not the social democratic leaders want 
to fight. This can be demonstrated only through ex- 
perience, through a new, fresh experience, in a new 
situation. This experience will not be gained at one 
blow The social democratic leaders must be subjected 
to a test: in the factory and workshop, in town and 
country, in thje whole state, today and tomorrow. 
We must repeat our proposal, put it in a new form, 
from a new angle, adapted to the new situation. 

But Thalmann will have none of it. On the ground 
of the "principle distinctions shown to exist between 



workers, passing over to another theme. Thalmann 
replies in the affirmative. And how ! But he immedi- 
ately adds unexpectedly: "In legality as well as in il- 
legality, most particulary in the latter, the party must 
be on guard against spies, provocateurs and police 
agents." This interpolation is not made accidentally. 
The latest doctrine, proclaimed throughout the world 
in the brochure of a mysterious Biichner, justifies the 
strangulation of democracy in the interest of the 
struggle against spies. Whoever protests against the 
autocracy of the Stalinist bureaucracy must be de- 
clared a suspicious character at the very least. The 
police agents and provocateurs of every country revel 
with enthusiasm over this theory. They will hound 
Oppositionists louder than anyone else : this may divert 
attention from themselves and enable them to fish in 
troubled waters. 

The flourishing of democracy is also demonstrated, 
according to Thalmann, by the fact that "the problems 
are dealt with at World Congresses and Conferences of 
the E. C. C. I." The speaker fails to report when the 
last World Congress took place. We will call it to 
mind: in July 1928, more than four years ago! Ap- 
parently no noteworthy questions have arisen since 
then. Why, be it asked in passing, doesn't Thalmann 
himself convoke an extraordinary German party con- 
vention to resolve the questions upon which depend the 
fate of the German proletariat? Certainly not be- 
cause of an excess of party democracy. 

So runs page after page. Thamann replies to twenty 
one questions. Every reply— a mistake. In sum — 
twenty-one mistakes, not counting the small and sec- 
ondary ones. And they are numerous. 

Thalmann relates that the Bolsheviks broke with 
the Mensheviks in 1903. In reality, the split first 
took place in 1912. But even that did not prevent 
the February revolution in 1917 from finding united 
Bolshevik and Menshevik oganizations over a large 
part of the country. As late as the beginning of 
April, Stalin came out for the unification of the Bol- 
sheviks with Tseretelli's party — not the united front 
but the fusion of the parties ! This was prevented only 
by Lenin's arrival. 

Thalmann says that the Bolsheviks dispersed the 
Constituent Assembly in 1917. In reality this occur- 
red at the begining of 1918. Thalmann is not at all 
familiar with the history of the Russian revolution 
and the Bolshevik party. 

Far worse, however, is the fact that he does not 
grasp the foundations of the Bolshevik tactic. In his 
"theoretical" articles, he even dares to dispute the fact 
that the Bolsheviks concluded an agreement with the 
Mensheviks and Social Revolutionists against Korni- 
lov. As proof, he adduces quotations shoved under 
his door by somebody or other, which have nothing to 
do with the matter. But he forgets to answer the ques- 
tions : Were there Committees for the Defense of the 
People throughout the land during the Kornilov 
putsch? Did they direct the struggle against Korni- 
lov? Did representatives of the Bolsheviks, Menshe- 
viks and Social Revolutionists belong to these Com- 
mittees ? Yes, yes, yes. Were the Mensheviks and So- 
cial Revolutionists in power at that time? Did they 
persecute the Bolsheviks as agents of the German gen- 
eral staff? Were thousands of Bolsheviks confined to 
prisons? Did Lenin hide in illegality? Yes, yes, yes. 



the C. P. G. and the S. D. P. G. we reject negotiations what quotations can refute these historical facts? 
from the top with the S. D. P. G.". This shattering Let Thalmann appeal to his heart's content to Man- 
argument is repeated by Thalmann several times. But u ;i sk y 5 Losovsky and Stalin himself (if the latter ever 
if there were no "antagonisms in principle" then there opens his mouth). But let him leave in peace Lenin- 
would be no two parties. And if there were no two ; sm and the ^tory Q f the Russian revolution : for him 
parties, there would be no question of the united front. t h ev are books sealed with seven seals. 
Thalmann wants to prove far too much. Less — would * * 



be better. 

Did not the founding of the Red Trade Union Or- 
ganization, ask the workers, signify "a splitting of the 
organized working class"? >jo, replies Thalmann, and 
as proof he cites Engels' letter of 1895 against the 
assthetic- sentimental philanthropists. Who is handing 
Thalmann such treacherous quotations? The R. T. 
U. O. is created in the spirit of unity and not of 
schism. Also, the worker is in no case to leave his 
trade union organization in order to join the R. T. U. 
0. On the contrary, it were better if the R. U. T. O. 
members remained in the trade unions in order to carry 
on oppositional work therein. Thalmann's words may 
sound convincing to Communists who have set them- 
selves the task of fighting against the social democratic 
leadership. But as an answer to social democratic 
workers, who are concerned with trade union unity, 
Thalmann's words sound like a mockery. Why have 
you left our trade unions and organized yourselves 
separately?— asks the social democratic workers. If 
you want to enter our separate organization in order 
to fight against the social democratic leadership, we 
do not demand of you to leave the trade unions, 
Thalmann replies. An appropriate reply, right on 
the head of the nail! 

"Is there democracy within the C. P. G.?" ask the 



In conclusion one must throw into relief still another 
question, which stands by itself : it concerns Versailles. 
The social democratic workers ask if the Communist 
party isn't making political concessions to National 
Socialism. In his reply, Thalmann continues to defend 
the slogan of "national emancipation" and to place 
it on the same plane with the slogan of social emancipa- 
tion. The reparations — what is left of them now — are 
just as important to Thalmann as private ownership 
of the means of production. This policy is as if con- 
trived uniquely to divert the attention of the work- 
er from the basic problem, to weaken the blow against 
capitalism and to compel one to seek the principal foe 
and author of poverty on the other side of the frontier. 
However, now more than ever before, "the main enemy 
is at home!" Von Schleicher expressed this idea even 
more coarsely: before anything else, he declared on 
the radio on July 26, we must "put an end to the dirty 
swine at home" ! This soldier's formula is very good. 
We pick it up willingly. Every Communist must firm- 
ly adopt it as his own. While the Nazis divert atten- 
tion to Versailles, the Communist workers must retort 
to them with Schleicher's words: no, before anything 
else we must put an end to the dirty swine at home ! 

Prinkipo, August 17, 1932. — L. TROTSKY. 



New Sub Drive Launched (or Militant 



(Continued from page 1) 
Leninist propaganda. In these years we 
have made clear to a number of workers 
the ideas of the Left Opposition. We 
have firmly established the foundation of 
our future work. It is time to build 
higher. On the order of the day— the 
first storey ! In Illinois we are taking a 
direct part in one of the greatest fights 
the miners have waged against their cap- 



italist masters. Elsewhere we are ac- 
tive in the struggles of the workers, or 
are preparing to apply the principles and 
ideas of Marxism. In this work our 
central organ must play a leading role. 
It must become our best organizer. To 
fulfill this role it must increase its cir- 
culation many times. Build the first 
storey— get subs; use the club plan; 
spread the Militant far and wide. Every 
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sub from now on is a brick in the build- 
ing of the first storey. Build it well! 
Build it quickly ! 



XOUNG SPARTACl'S AID IN 
PICKETING OF REX STRIKE 

More than 200 workers, mostly young, 
have struck against the attempt of the 
Rex Products Corporation, to put over 
the four wage cut in recent times, some- 
times amounting to sixty percent of the 
wages. The workers, in a highly mili- 
tant mood, applied for aid to the Metal 
Workers Industrial Union which is now 
directing the strike. 

Members of the Spartacus Youth Club 
voted to participate every morning in 
the picket line of the strikers and have 
been down every morning since the deci- 
sion was adopted. In spite of this de- 
monstration of solidarity with the strik- 
ing young workers, one of the bureau- 
crats of the M. W. I. U., one Steuben, 
has sought to forbid our young comrades 
from participating in the picket lines 
and fraternizing with the strikers, giving 
as his "reason" that "we don't work with 
people we don't know," 
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One Road for Miners! 

Lay A Firm Class Foundation at the Gillespie Convention 



The Progressive Miners' constitutional 
convention, which meets at Gillespie, 111., 
Oct. 3, has a mighty job in hand and a 
great duty to perioral. Its actions will 
undoubtedly have far reaching consequ- 
ences for the future working class move- 
ment. 

First on the agenda, if not in numerical 
order, then at least in importance, is the 
task of solidifying the union foundation 
in a working class sense, to secure its 
progressive direction and clinch the ob- 
jective which establishes its militant 
character. Translated into the language 
of Its practical problems that means to 
defeat the corrupting influence of the re- 
actionary Lewis-Walker clique and to 
strengthen the fight against the operators' 
wage-cut drive. 

Your way to victory is the one of mili- 
tant struggle. That is your one main 
weapon and a powerful one. Of this the 
past has furnished ample proof to you. 
It is therefore logical that you should 
draw the conclusion of first of all secur- 
ing the class basis for your union by a 
recognition of the class struggle and the 
initiation of the practical program of 
action which flows from this recognition. 
RANK AND FILE UNITS AND 
CONSCIOUS LEADERSHIP 

It is the class struggle that you are 
now engaged in. Only the blind could 
fail to sea this. It is the bitter realities 
of the class struggle which determine 
every step you are taking and upon which 
your future is conditioned. Hence the 
necessity of its bold recognition. But 
the realization of the program of action 
demands the completes! possible unity 
of ail the forces within the union, sup- 
plemented by the widest working class 
democracy and freedom of expression of 
minority opinion. Given such unity the 
first steps are secured. Others will fol- 
low from them, which demand that this 
unity be extended to a national scale 
embracing the other miners' rebel sec- 
tions, the National Miners Union, the 
West Virginia Miner's Union and similar 
groups. First, In the form of unity of 
action in ways and means to obtain bet- 
ter wages and working conditions and to 
smash the Lewis machine. Secondly, 
in ways and means toward complete un- 
ification in one national militant union. 
The road to its accomplishment is 
through rank and file control plus a 
leadership conscious of its tasks. 
WHO RAISE THE BOGEY 
OF THE "REDS" 

The bogey of the "Red" issue is raised 
in order to swerve the miners from their 
progressive path. "Stay clear of the 
'red'," says the operators' propaganda 
designed to catch the weak-kneed fel- 
lows who fall subject to this propaganda 
in the delusive hope of gaining favors 
by appearing as "good boys" to the oper- 
ators. But a serious struggle cannot be 
won that way. The Lewises, the Walkers 
and their henchmen are much better boys 
to the operators and a thousand times 
preferred by them. Your road to victory 
is the radical road, the road of the 
'Tieds" which is forged through the 
power of your ciass forces in militant 
array. That is the road which the Com- 
munist Left Opposition proposes. 

We do not forget the fact that the 
many blunders and false policies of the 
official Communist party Stalinist lead- 
ership has helped to make it possible for 
such propaganda to appear. But beware 
of those in your own ranks who use it. 
We are not unmindful of the fact that 
these blundering mistakes have tempor- 
arily served to turn the miners away from 
the Communist party In disgust. But it 
Should be remembered that it was the 
party of Lenin and Trotsky which sec- 
ured the first serious working class vic- 
tory — the establishment of the Soviet 
Republic. Under the Stalin regime the 
party has departed from the basis of 
Lenin. But that gives us only so much 
more cause to strive to restore it to its 
rightful position. 
WHICH IS THE POLITICAL 
PARTY OF LABOR? 

In your deliberations at the convention 
and in your future course, you will likely 
meet the sleek office seeking careerist. 
You know how to deal with Mm. You 
will meet the kind of "labor" politician 
who tells you to cater to the capitalist 
party In power in order to gain favors ; 
or to support the democrats, in order 
to reaiize its "opportunities". It is an 
election year, and some of you will per- 
haps think your path should be toward 
a labor* party, while others may lend an 
ear to the plea for support from the 
Socialist party. But it is well to remem- 
ber that the parties in power, whether 
Republican or Democrat, have always 
been the bosses* tools willing to call out 
police and the military forces on the 
side of the operators. Remember that 
the Socialist party has not only failed to 
support your struggle, but some of their 
leading spokesmen like John Hindmarsh, 
Richard Glover, Jack Reed and Adolph 
Germer are right in the midst of the 
Lewis eamp working hand in glove with 
these traitors. The path of the miners 
is not through the labor party but 
through the revolutionary party, that is 
the Communist party. Its mistaken pol- 
iat*» today w mutt correct. And It It 
bMftttM^of th«M mistake* tint the Loft 
Opposition assumes the duty of pointing 
th# revolutionary road. 



When given the prerequisites of mili- 
tant unionism, resting on a class founda- 
tion, your best guarantee for victory in 
this present strike struggle is at hand. 
Even in the Southern part of the State 
the terror will be forced to relinquish 
its hold. The present added oppression 
is now so much more surely preparing 
the rank and file revolt there. It is your 
tusk to send in there your best organizers 
to perform their quiet function in pre- 
paration for another mass picket line. 
Stand fast for the basic $6.1t) wage scale 
and division of work. Continue your 
light for the six-hour day and for toler- 
able working conditions. In that you 
will be sure to have the full and unstint- 
ed support of the rank and file every- 
where. Militant unionism accepts com- 
promise only when it is weak and will 
never trade off the mere favor of union 
rcognitlon as a substitute for these es- 
sential conditions because without them 
the mere recognition would be an empty 
victory. 

PROGRESSIVE MINERS OF AMERICA 
CAN SHOW THE WAY 

Your future tasks are enormous and 
there are great difficulties in your way. 
But given a class foundation, a rank 
and file membership imbued with the will 
to win, the spirit to fight to the last 
and the readiness to sacrifice for the 
cause ; given a courageous leadership, con- 
scious of its class position, you will be 
able to overcome the greatest obstacles. 

The constitutional convention of the 
Progressive Miners of America has a 
great duty to perform to the Illinois 
miners, to the miners of the United 
States and to the American working 
Class. It is coming about as a serious 
revolt against the murderous employers' 
wage cutting offensive. It has the oppor- 
tunity of taking the first steps toward 
leading the working class forward to a 
serious resistance against this offensive 
and to support the forces charting the 
road toward working class freedom from 
capitalist oppression. — A. S. 
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Two More Expelled For «Trotskyism» 

Following the arbitrary expulsion of comrade Sebastien Pappas for "Trotsky- 
ism", the Stalinist bureaucracy In New York has summarily expelled from the 
party two more of the active militants for their refusal to denounce the Left 
Opposition and comrade Trotsky as "counter-revolutionists". The latest victims 
of tbe bureaucrats are comrades James Gordon and Sylvia Welner. Called be- 
fore the Control Commission on September 13, 1933, they were presented with the 
customary questions and demands for a "statement", which they refused to sign. 
They were thereupon expelled from the party. 

Comrade Gordon is a charter member of the Communist movement in this 
country, a foundation member of the Communist Labor Party in 1919. His ac- 
tivity In Cliicago, Detroit, Rochester and New York is well knos in wide circles of 
the party. For some time he has been an active functionary in the Food Work- 
ers' Industrial Union, a militant strike leader, as is attested by the numerous ar- 
rests in which he has been involved. Comrade Weiner, who has also been a 
Communist party tighter for several years, and a militant in the F. W. I. U., is 
equally well known for her devotion to the revolutionary movement hi strike lines 
and jail cells. The expulsion of botti these comrades is at onee a sign of the 
degeneration of the Stalinist officials and of the growing popularity of the Left 
Opposition's views in the ranks of the party. As for comrade Pappas, who was 
expelled a few weeks ago, the Militant will pnbish next week a statement by him 
announcing his reasons for adherence to tlte Communist League of America (O.). 



Lewis Gangsters Fail 
to Cow Miners 

Springfield Miners Resist Strike-Breaker Mobilization 



SPRINGFIELD, ILL.— 

William Sneed, generalissimo of the 
Lewis gunmen in this state, called a 
meeting at Knights of Columbus build- 
ing ou Sunday, September 25, for the 
purpose of organizing strike-breakers to 
open up mines in Sangamon County. The 
meeting ended in a riot created by Lewis 
provocateurs. Sangamon County is one 
hundred percent for the Progressive 
Miners of America and Sneed could only 
get 15 strikebreaking miners to attend 
his meeting. 

The riot resulted in the death of Porter 
Williams, a police detective. They have 
charged Garnett Smith, another of the! 
Lewis gunmen with the murder of Wil-] 
liams, although several eye-witnesses; 
saw Bill Sneed shoot down "Williams. 
United States Deputy Marshal J. O. 
Baules, who was assisting the police, 
states In a report* appearing in the St.! 
Louis Globe Democrat, "I plainly sawi 
Sneed shoot Williams." Garnett Smithj 
is at the point of death, so they are man-! 
euvering to cover up Sneed by accusing 
Smith of the murder. Some others of' 
Lewis' gunmen were also injured In the 
scuffle. | 

When news of the meeting appeared' 
in the local press the P. M. A. decided to 
picket the K. of C. building and 1,500 
P. M. A. members were on the picket line.| 
The meeting ended at 5:30 with another, 
one decided on for the Leland Hotel on 
Monday. At this meeting they tried to 
complete arrangements for the extension 
of the strike breaking offensive to San- 
gamon County. 
The local strike-breakers came first from 
the K. of C. building and were followed 
by Peabody-Lewis gunmen, with deadly 



Which Political Party Shall the Miners 
Support in the Coming Elections 



SPRINGFIELD, ILL.— 

The coal diggers of Illinois are fight- 
ing a great battle. It Is a battle against 
many foes, which promises no easy vic- 
tory. Yet every day is rich in lessons 
for every miner that wants to learn. 
Let us take an accounting of our enem- 
ies, why they are arrayed against us and 
why we fight them to the finish. 

1. There are the coal operators who 
would redudce our living conditions to 
the starvation level. 

2. There are Lewis-Walker and hench- 
men who steal ballots and club and shoot 
miners who protest against their cor- 
ruption and fakery. Their only service 
to the miners has been a Judas kiss. 

3. And then there are the courts, the 
prisons, the armed deputies, the state 
troopers and the militia. 

There can be no doubt about the real 
character of the Peabodys and their 
flunkies, Lewis and Walker. With them 
there can be no peace. But the troop- 
ers, the militia, the deputies — isn't their 
duty merely the prevention of speeding on 
the highways, apprehending thieves, and 
helping oid ladies across the streets? 

When we were children we believed in 
Santa Claus. Before the strike many of 



us entertained equally ridiculous notions 
about the troopers and the militia, even 
though we were quite mature Individuals. 
Then came the march on Franklin Coun- 
ty. All we wanted to do was to help our 
brothers down south maintain the $6.10 
wage scale. What did we get? Bullets 
clubs and machine guns — from troopers 
and deputies. In Taylorville the militia 
breaks up miners' meetings with tear gas 
bombs. 

It is clear now that Lewis and Walker 
are not the only agency of the coal 
barons. The whole governmental mach- 
inery 13 brought into action against the 
workers at the mere crook of the capi- 
talists' finger. It is a state with Its of- 
ficials, thugs, police, deputies and mili- 
tia whose purpose it is to Insure the 
rule of the parasitic, exploiting few over 
the overwhelming majority of the people 
—the working masses. Can the worker 
place any confidence In these lickspittles 
decorated with the badge of authority, 
and can he hope to win his fight against 
worsening conditions by merely a union 
battle? He cannot. He must transform 
the union struggle into a political strug- 
gle ; the scrap against wage reduction 
(Continued on page 4) 



MOSCOW LETTER 



Crisis in Soviet Economy 

Stalinism Endangers Alliance Between Town and Village 



The following document arrived 
from Russia in a foreign language, 
into which it had been translated for 
consptrative reasons. The first page 
was missing. Editorial revision was 
provided for by the Editorial Board 
of the Bulletin of the Russian Opposi- 
tion. 

There is a great and constantly widen- 
ing gap between the facts of the econ- 
omic life of the Soviet Union and their 
reflection in the press or even in the of- 
ficial reports. The truth about the real 
situation in the various enterprises does 
not penetrate Into the outside world. 
The attacks on innumerable supervisors 
serves only one purpose — to find the 
guilty ones. Production everywhere is 
below the level of the plan. 

The slowing up of the tempo has its 
deep causes In the increase of dispro- 
portionate relationships. Every sphere 
of industry, no matter how great the 
efforts made, restricts itself to its mini- 
mum element. Great construction enter- 
prises are often held up out of secondary 
causes, or cannot be set going after their 
completion because of one obstacle and 
shortcoming or another. A factory that 
hat not been completed or does not work 
at full capacity— eometlmes at only 20 
to 30 per cent of its capacity — sinks the 
general coefficient of growth weighs 



down like a millstone on the actual pro- 
duction achieved. But since the irregu- 
larities are heaping up and reaching an 
ever higher level, the sinking of the gen- 
eral figures' of growth becomes the in- 
evitable result. 

Cause For Decline 

The most Important cause of the de- 
cline In the productivity of labor, of the 
increase in the costs of production and 
the deterioration of quality at the same 
time as there Is an accumulation of sec- 
onds — lies In the poor, insufficient and ir- 
regular maintenance of the workers and 
the nervous instability resulting from 
this. 

There Is not now, naturally, any more 
talk of the fulfillment of the Five Year 
Pian in four years (actually — in 4 years 
and 3 months — Ed.). Shortcomings and 
breakdowns occur in various spheres and 
have been occur lug with insuperable 
force especially in this last year. The 
lack of something, sometimes of only an 
insignificant single part holds up the 
work In an entire enterprise. Dozens .of 
tractors, for Instance, arrive without 
radiators. Statistically, every tractor is 
95 or 99 pereent completed. Practically, 
it Is not at ail completed. The lack of 
radiators. In turn, also Is not simply ac- 
cidental: another factory has not deliv- 
ered the necessary metal. And this, In 
(Continued on page 4t 



Problems Before the 
of the Progressive 

SPRINGFIELD— 

The first eonstittioaal convention of the 
Progressive Miners of America which will 
convene in Gillespie, III., on Oct. 3, will 
be a very important event-In the history 
of the miners of America. With the 
brutal opposition of the coal operators, 
state and government forces from with- 
out and the treacherous sell-out policies 
of the Lewis-Walker machine within, the 
Progressive Miners Union will have a 
gigantic tasks to overcome in order to 
re-establish once more a real rank and 
file militant mines' union capable of 
helping the miners in their daily strug- 
gles with the coal operators. But in 
spite of the obstables that are against 
them, the miners have marched ahead 
with tremendous speed; both against the 
coal operators and the Lewis-Walker ma- 
chine and the detrmination and militancy 
of the rank and file miners will continue 
the onward march against the coal oper- 
ators and their flunkeys. 

The Progressive Miners Union is meet- 
ing in convention at a time when the 
whole system of capitalism is in a stage' 
of decay, with a crisis in the coal indus- 
try that is world wide and is made more 
acute by (a) world shrinkage of con- 
sumption; (b) increased industrial de- 
velopment in other countries, thereby de- 
stroying markets and creating new com- 
petitors; (c) developments of other 
sources of power, such as: oil, hydro- 
electric, etc.— this has created a general 
anarchy In produdction and contradic- 
tions in the capitalist system. The coal 
operators, through their flunkeys, the 
Lewises and Walkers propose to solve 
this problem and save their hides by a 
vigorous policy of wage- cutting and de- 
stroying every semblance of unify of the 
miners. 

For Class Struggle Program 

To meet this general capitalist attack, 
the Progressive Miners union must free 
itself from the illusions of capitalist dem- 
ocracy and unite on a program of class 
struggle. Since the present struggle be- 
gan, the members of the Progressive 
Miners union that went on the march to 
West Frankfort and Taylorville should 
henceforth be under no Illusion as to the 
nature of the State which everywhere 
revealed itself as an Instrument of the 
Peabody Coal Co., and the other 1 coal 
operators. The power in the new union 
must always rest with the rank and die. 
No individual must be made supreme In 
the Progressive Miners Union, individ- 
uals may become weak-sisters and fall 
by the wayside, but the rank and file 
will never go back on Itself. Efforts 
should be made at the convention to bring 
about the unity of all the existing Inde- 
pendent unions, such as: /West Virginia 
Mine Workers Union, National Miners 
Union, Amalgamated Miners of Nova 
Scotia, etc., Into one fighting miners' 
union. 

The Progressive Miners Union must 
make the experiences of the past, funda- 
mental object lessons for the future, (The 



Gillespie Convention 
Miners of America 

I Illinois miners since 1928 made quite a 
] few efforts to form a clean militant un- 
ion. The National Miners Union was the 
first atempt to form a new miners union. 
It put forth a militant program and the 
move was correct. But because of the 
hesitancy on the part of certain pro- 
gressives and due to the blunders of the 
Communist party, through its Stalinist 
leadership and their conception of mech- 
anical control, it became a small sectar- 
ian group. 

The second break was the Fishwlck- 
Walker-Howat "Re-organized U. M. W.- 
A. This attempt carried within Itself the 
germ of its own destruction because it 
was capitalized by the Fish wick- Walker 
combine, who, with their whole clique 
of petty officials, succeeded in turning 
this movement into one for personal 
spoils and finally making peace with the 
Lewis machine 

Then came the St. Louis conference, 
with delegates from West Virginia, Iowa, 
Penn., Indiana and Illinois. At this con- 
ference the delegate members of the Left 
Opposition correctly proposed the forma- 
tion of a new militant rank and file min- 
ers union and the amalgamation of all 
(Continued on page 4) 



weapons Haunted in their bands, incens- 
ing the strikers by threatening to shoot 
if a word was uttered. Dominic Dig- 
crolamo shouted, -'Long live the P. M. 
A.!" and immediately had a bullet shot 
through his chest. 

The miners, still displaying that mar- 
velous courage that has characterized 
them throughout the entire struggle, re- 
fused to be intimidated by the blood- 
thirsty savages employed by Peabody and 
Lewis. The firmness of the miners in 
their insistence that the gunmen be run 
out of town created a frenzy among the 
latter — who shot Detective Porter Wil- 
liams while aiming a miner. They also 
wounded Dan McGIll, a local leader of 
the P. M. A. In the ensuing fight, the 
gunmen got a deserved trimming. 

The miners, carrying out their decision 
to run the thugs out of town, pursued 
them to the Leland Hotel. Here they 
were met by State Cossacks, sheriffs, 
deputies and the entire detective and 
police force of Springfield, with mach- 
ine guns, tear gas bombs and the para- 
phernalia of modern warfare. Despite 
this, the miners milled around the hoteL 
Then, to subdue the rising tide that was 
beginning to surge through the ranks 
Buck Roberts, characterized in these 
columns last week, addressed the miners, 
telling them to disperse, that the police 
would arrest all the gunmen. The min- 
ers called for a rank and file committee 
of 100 to see that the arrests were made. 

The police, in their .usual role of 
bosses' lackeys, carried the gunmen to 
safety in the police station, while the 
street leading to the jail was guarded by 
the National Guardsmen. Hundreds of 
miners jeered them on the way. 

The miners are learning lessons in this 
struggle, lessons they cannot easily for- 
get. The role of the state as an instru- 
ment of the bosses is being keenly brought 
home to them. The state, Peabody and 
Lewis, feeling secure in keeping the 
mines in Franklin, Williamson and Saline 
Counties operating, have now moved the 
offensive to Christian County. Here the 
militancy of the P. M. A. is at a high 
level. The state, realizing that this is no 
ordinary struggle, has sent two batta- 
lions o£ machine gunners to reinforce the 
artillery already stationed here. Martial 
law, while not officially proclaimed, vir- 
tually exists. Tear gas is used to disperse 
women and children, as assemblage of 
more than three is not allowed, while 
the bosses' thugs and gunmen make a 
pretense of. operating the Taylorville 
mines. 

The duty of the leadership of the P. 
M. A. is to call for mass picketing at 
Taylorville right away. In this respect, 
they have already lost time. Mass pick- 
eting wiil shut down Taylorville! 

—JACK CARMODY. 



In spite of open terror and semi-leg- 
ality, the Communist party won a great 
victory in the municipal election at Sofia, 
the capital of Bulgaria, giving evidence to 
the constantly growing sympathies for 
Communism among the oppressed and 
enslaved masses. However, according to 
the Communists, the election victory Is 
to be nullified! 



BERLIN LETTER 



New Step Toward Fascism 

Struggle for Democratic Rights Now on Agenda in Germany 



At the very moment when the Reich- 
stag put the imprint of the most trem- 
endous vote of lack of confidence upon the 
Papen government, the social democratic 
president, Hlndenburg dissolved the 
Reichstag. The Communists sklllflly In- 
troduced this decision. The tactic of the 
only government party, the German Na- 
tionals, contributed, to them enormously. 
"The bridges ave burned. We are under 
the dictatorship", says the Deutsche 
Allegemeine Zeltuog, which ought to 
know. The Weimar democracy Is at an 
end. On this score even Papen leaves 
no room for doubt in his radio broadcast. 
Elections are Indeed to take place. But 
how and when — on that there is nothing 
concrete to be heard. Neither the old 
defenders of the grail of democracy, the 
social edmocratic party, nor the Nazis, 
who seek to come to power under the 
cloak of democracy were able to prevent 
this outcome. Not one of them found the 
strength of couiage to offer real resist- 
ance to this decision. The peace of the 
tomb prevails. 

Already in the preceding days, the 
Papen government showed similar signs 
of "strength": the parade of the Steel 
Helmets, the arminlstration reforms, etc. 
It proclaim! that In a short time It would 
continue unswervingly with Its program : 
the program of constitution changing, the 
program of millions in gifts to the capi- 



talists, the program of breaches in wage 
scales, the program of armaments. The 
struggle against the "dirty swine at 
home" proclaimed by von Schleicher na- 
turaly stands in the foreground. 

It would be ridiculous to underrate 
Pa pen- Schleicher, behind whom stands 
the will of German finance capital to re- 
main indepehdent; it would however be 
disastrous to develop a perspective out 
of the appearances of the present events. 
It should not be forgotten for a momnt 
that Papen's "main strength" is the in- 
decisive relationship of forces between 
the proletariat and Fascism, which may 
shift one way or another at any time. 
Let Papen feel towards the parliament 
like a Bismarck, yes, as a Cromwell, 
whose paths proceed through dissolved 
parliaments. In reality, he is lacking In 
everything for this role: the progressive 
aim, the outlook for a conjuncture, and 
primarily and over and over again, the 
mass movement. In the latter lies the 
distinction from the Nazis, a distinction 
which must eternally remain a book with 
seven seals to those who call Papen, 
Bruening, Wels and Hitler Fascists in one 
breath. That fs what will compel the 
bourgeoisie in the not very distant fu- 
ture to employ Papen together with Hit- 
ler. That Is why. for example, the semi- 
official Deutsche Allgemeine Zeiftmg does 
(Continued on page 4.' 
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demnsd and fought the revolt movemwit, with renegades, but we slap them down.' 



New York Gets Barbusse 
Congress Report 

NEW YORK CITY.— 

At a meeting held at the 14th St. Labor 
Tempiu, Thursday, Sept. 15, two dele- 
gates just buck irom the Barbusse Anti- 
war Conference held at Amsterdam re- 
porteu on the results of the '■historic" 
gathering. 

Grover Jlills, chairman, hailed it as 
"signiueant as the iirsl time workers and 
intellectuals have united in an interna- 
tional struggle against war 1 by this con- 
gress". And to demonstrate rurther the 
actual unity not only at the Congress, 
-an intellectual and a worker would 
speak to-night'. Sad to relate, it was 
really tnu intellectual of the pair who 
really uetlvereu the best speech, Profess- 
or liiiigaiet .delivered u sentimental, al- 
thougu undoubtedly sincere speech, in 
which =ne relates such thrilling occurr- 
ences <w the lormution of a physicians' 
comin.vtee to study the biological reason 
for war ; how beau li Dally one of the dele- 
gates, noieu for his ability to relate 
fairy tales, drew the analogy of war and 
capitu-ism to a huge dragon, etc- A num- 
ber oi interesting observations Of an in- 
formu.iv.; character were also presented. 
•'Not nil workers," stated the astute 
lady oiofessor, can do as Itoinain Hol- 
laed was able to do— when war broke 
out, he was able to go to Switzerland." 
Further typifying the lighting militancy 
with which tnese intellectuals have united 
with the workers in this "most signific-| 
ant evtint'' the intellectual side of the 
program matter of t'actiy "recognized" 
that it is of course the workers who 
must do tne actual lighting, this the 
intellectuals will have to leave to them". 
On the whole not a bad presentation of 
the viewpoint 01 petty bourgeois pacifism. 

Ani.u.=t tense siience we watched the 
worker side of the program wend his 
way to the platform and settled back 
contentedly lor a real speech. An ap- 
parently sincere young fellow, MacFar- 
land of the Murine Workers' Industrial 
Union, proceeded to shatter our illusions 
—and present as typical a product of 
Stalinist contusion as it has yet been our 
dismay to witness. After some details 
on the Congress hailing it as a great 
success, MacFarland greeted the fact 
that aome soldier delegate had reported 
that in case o£ war he and the others 
would refuse to light. several vague 
statements on the necessity of lighting 
capitalism in the shops, a call to every- 
body to unite, a few figures and the| 
representative of the revolutionary 
working class was through. After apolo- 
getically announcing that he was "no 
speaker, see, and I. can't shoot any line", 
our young comrade sut down — ending ai 
speech wnich at least had the value of! 
brevity in contrast to the usual Stalin-' 
ist harangues. | 

Our comrades Capelis and Glee then 
took the iloor, and gave the correct Com- 
munist position on the struggle against 
war. The miserable maneuver of the 
Stalinists with this petty bourgeois paci- 
fist crowd of Hollands and Barbusses was 
completely exposed ; the crux o£ the inter- 
national situation, Germany, analysed as 
representing the real danger of war with- 
in Germany and against Russia eventual- 
ly, if Fascism seizes power, and the ten 
points at the conclusion of the "Declara- 
tion of the Bolshevik-Leninists" to the 
World Congress on War were read (See 
Militant, August 27). 

Many questions asked, left MacFarland 
at a loss to reply. When asked whether 
the C. I. and Y. C. 1- were represented 
officially he clearly showed that he didj 
not know. Sen Kfttyama was there "re- 
pressing the Japanese workers" Re- 
peated i[u est Ions of this sort rightly in- 
sulted the comrade; and In rebuttal he 
annihilated the plainly Trotskyist dis- 
rupters, who had the impudence (and ob- 
viously malicious intention) of trying to 
learn just exactly where the Party stood, 
If it was still standing anywhwere, by 
loudly and indignantly proclaiming that 
he was "a member of the Communist 
party and damn proud of it!" We were 
not exactly sure whether someone had 
contested his right and we had missed 
this point— or if by some possible chance, 
our comrade MacFarland felt just a lit- 
tle bit ashamed of the whole rotten mess 
he had been shoved into and was at a 
loss as to what else to say. Several 
speakers, somewhat saddened by the 
confused proletarian, jumped to the 
rescue, and saved him and some applause 
with the usual repetition of the now 
tiresome string of ape natives that the 
Stalinites with such remarkable adept- 
ness and smoothness generously apply to 
their opponents. 

After the meeting, a copy of the Mili- 
tant with the above mentioned Declara- 
tion was distributed to each member of 
the small audience of about fifty. Even 
MacFarland accepted one and said he 
would read it. We hope he does, as he 
will have the opportunity to correct the 
bad and literally un -Communist speech 
he made there. 

— C. 



Socialists, Police Clubs 
and the Reds 

NEW YORK, N. X. — 

well, tne class struggle has come up 
lo our neighborhood at last. The Com- 
■nuuists and the Socialists were holding 
■.-lection campaign meetings on the corner 
,-i Walton Ave., and 170th Street in 
■he Bronx last week. The Commun- 
ists were speaking on the southeast 
.orner, the socialists on the southwest 
corner. Walton Ave. is a narrow street. 
Pretty soon it was filled from curb to curb 
v.ith people listening to the speakers, 
rraliic got through with difficulty. 

The police always on the lookout for 1 
,-xcuses to smash Communist meetings 
mid the Communists meeting to move 
..cross the street. The speaker refused. 
L'he cop insisted. The speaker was Arm. 
Che cop attempted to pull the speaker 
uf the stand. His comrades resisted, 
•tlier minions of the law tried to back 
;j> their "pal." 

The crowd was fast getting bigger and 
was hostile to the cops. But it lacked 
SutK. It booed and booed but it didn't 
make any serious effort to pull the 
speaker and the other comrades who were 
being held, one by the testicles against 
the wall of a building, from the cops. 
Some workers, with more guts, then the 
rest, pushed the cops around and hit 
ihem back. 

Then (he sirens screamed as the em- 
ergency squad came flying down the 
street. They must have picked a green 
squad. You never saw a whiter bunch of 
faces. Fifteen husky, white faced mugs! 
Yellow— that's what they were. These 
guys are all right for beating up work- 
ers in the station house but they're plenty 
afraid of masses of workers. They soon 
found out that the cr»wd was as afraid 
as they were and they began pushing 
everybody around. 

All this while the socialist meeting was 
going on. The speaker kept right on 
talking although no one could hear what 
he was saying. He knew that his meet- 
ing had nothing to fear from the cops. 
And the cops knew that the socialists 
were O. K. So while the Socialists who 
claim to represent the interests of the 
workers were making this united front 
with the workers enemies, the workers 
were being pushed around and some of 
Ihem were being beaten up in the police 
cars by these same enemies. 

In the thick of (he fight a cop came 
over to the socialist speaker and asked 
him to hold off for a short white. The 
servile lackey of capitalism got down 
pronto! After five minutes or so he got 
up again and told the crowd that the 
Communists were getting what they de- 
served, lie said that it was necessary 
for the i>oliee to act the way they were. 
He blamed the whole affair on the Com-^ 
munists. j 

Then Aaron Levenstein, another local,- 
socialist light got up to speak. He dev 
nounced the cops. That kind of talk is 
cheap, especially when they have just 
■iiven you an unmistakable demonstra-j 
lion of their attitude toward you. Ac-, 
lions spoak louder than words. What the' 
workers saw was a united front between 1 
police and socialists from both sides. 
1'hcy cooperated with each other to smash 
i lie Communist meeting. Each side con- 
:.rlbuted according to its particular role. 
i'Uis kind of demagogy is the chief stock 
•n trade of the confusion these people 
spread around. 

No doubt the Communists will return 
to this corner to protest against this 
latest piece of law and order and to ex- 
plain to the workers the significance of 
what they saw. —A WORKER. 



which had retused to hand over hege- 
mony to them. This they tried at first 
to do but the resentment <jf the Montreal 
tailors in general and particularly the 
Left wing was so great that the mass 
meeting cailed by the W. U. industrial 
union was cancelled. 

The obvious contradictions and false- 
ness of the policies of the Workers Un- 
ity League have not passed without 
sharp lermentation and dissatisfaction in 
the Toronto and Montreal induds trial 
unions and Worker Unity Leagues. The 
organizer of the Industrial Union in Mon- 
treal had to be recalled. In order to 
pacify the disquiet amongst the Indus- 
trial Union members in Toronto it was 
louud necessary to send a delegation of 
the Left wing tailors to investigate the 
struggle ol the Montreal tailors and re- 
port back. Further and more important, 
there took place in Toronto arid for the 
first time in Canada a grouping of Indus- 
trial Union and Worker Unity League 
members for Leninist policies In the 
Liade unions. 

Vacillations, more vacillations and still 
more vacillations, have marked the pol- 
icies of the Workers Unity League. It 
has become common talk "that the W. 
U. L. leaders no longer believe in their 
own policies but have to stick by the 
■lalse decisions of the last R. I. L. U. 
Congresses." 

Needless to say the Toronto Left Op- 
position has come in support of 



Then he declared that he had never de- 
livered any speech at a banquet but spoke 
at an open forum. 

Then I asked, What about the Commit- 
tee elected by the E. C. of the party to 
investigate the speech after he had made 
application to join the party, in which 
committe comrade Cannon was also a 
member. First he said he had never 
signed an application because he was one 
of the founders of the party and he and 
Ruthonberg signed the charter of the 
party. Then he admitted that a commit- 
tee had been elected, but Cannon wasn't 
on it ; there were Lansisky, who is now 
in Russia, Jakira who died some years 
ago and Bedacht who is now in New 
York. 

Now, in order to expose the profes- 
sional liar Wicks, I think that the Mili- 
tant should satisfy the demand of many 
workers of 1'iltsburgh by reprinting once 
more the speech with dates and proofs 
lo them about who <ire the socalled rev- 
olntionay leaders in the ranks of the 
Communist party who attack the Left 
Opposition as "renegades" 

— JAMKS SIFAKIS. 
* • « * 

Note: The Militant has on two occa- 
sions reprinted the full story from the 
Gary, Indiana, Post, which reports the 
renegade speech made by Wicks at a 
time when the Communist party was 
driven underground by the Palmer per- 
secutions. The accuracy of the report 
has not been challenged by Wicks in the 
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The members are determined to carry on 
to victory. 

Shop meetings of Left wing workers 
called by the W, U. Industrial Unions x^YoVk." N.~ ~Y. ' Under the 
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Industrial Union leader who had come' 

down and distributed copies of the Kamf jj ar {j B Abern 

which contained the attack against the j ]ax shachtman 



Left Opposition and the "former Left, 
wing workers" was sharply criticized by' 
the workers. In other shops the Left 
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SUBS FOR MINERS 

All eyes on Gillespie, Illinois! On Oct- 
ober 3 the first conference of the Pro- 
gressive Miners of America will go into 
session in this mining town. This will 
mark the high point of the first phase of 
our activities in the Illinois coal fields. 

Then will begin the second phase of our 
work — the steady, plugging, day-to-day 
work of getting subs, making contacts 
and mouih-to-mouth discussions. In this 
work the Militant must be our best and 
ever-present spokesmen. Our 1 present dis- 
tributions are good but whether a miner 
gets two sucecssive issues is a. hit-and- 
miss profit ion. If our policy is to be 
made clear to the miners, especially the 
more advanced miners, they must get and 
read ihe Militant regularly. 

The solution of the problem is to get 
subs lor the miners. Here is where our 
club plan comes in. You know that up 
to now a half-year sub of twenty-six is- 
sues was $1. And now you know that in 
club.-, of lour or more sent in at one time 
on a blank like the one below, a half- 
year sub is fifty cents. 

You do not have to be located in the 
coal lields to get subs for the miners. 
Wherever you live or happen to be locat- 
ed at the moment you can make a eon- 
ctete demonstration of your solidarity 
with our class brothers. Co out to sym- 
pathizers and Irieuds with our club plan 
blanks, explain the situation and our 
plan to them, and get a half-year sub AT 
THE OLD RATE. Explain that the 
exii'u fifty cents will he used for a sub 
for a miner. 

We have a list of miners who want 



the Militant but cannot afford even fifty 
cents for a half-year sub. Just as fast as 
we hear from you we will begin to trans- 
fer these names to the Militant mailing 
list, when you send in the club plan 
blank just fill in two names and address- 
es and leave two space blank. And be 
sure to send two dollars with the blank, 

500 SUBS FOR THE MINERS 

At a rough preliminary estimate there 
are five hundred miners out there In 
Illinois who are material for the Left 
Opposition. At the very least they can 
he easily interested in the Militant. It 
will take five hundred subs at the old 
rate to place a copy of the Militant in the 
hands of these live hundred miners for 
twenty-six weeks. Can we do it? We 
think it can be done. It is up to you. 
We are swinging into line on this ques- 
tion on a nation-wide front. 

,We realize that we are as yet only a 
small organization. Rut we are also 
aware of the certainty of our growth and 
we thing that now is the time to take a 
big step forward. We will carry a re- 
gular list every week from now on of the 
number of subs for miners that you send 
in. This will be a separate list. The 
comrades who send in such subs on these 
club plan blanks will be included in the 
staff of Militant Builders. 

MILITANT BUILDERS 

Since the announcement of the opening 
of this drive and the writing of this copy 
too little time has elapsed for us to get 
any returns from our comrades and sym- 
pathizers. We are therefore unable to 
idvc a list of Militant Builders. But 
watch next week's issue! 
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wing workers have a^ked the Progressive. Subscription rate: $2.00 per year. For-: 



Loft wing fraction to call Ihem to meet- 
ings. 

It is necessary that this new movement 
in the Workers Unity League for Lenin-:" 
ist tnide union policies should not be 
localized. Contacts have been establish- 
ed in other parts of the country. There 
exist- today the basis for a national 
movement. — M. QUARTER. 



eign $2.r<0. Five cents per copy. 
Bundle rates, 3 cents per copy. 
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The Fight for Militant 
Unions in Canada 

TORONTO.— 

A most important opportunity is open- 
ing up for the Left wing in Canada, in 
the present growing national movement 
of revolt of the trade unionists against 
the corrupt, deegenerated A. F. of L. un- 
ions. Amongst the miners, clothing work- 
ers, cloak makers, furriers, building trade 
workers, etc., etc., the cry is for united 
struggles against the worsening condi- 
tions and for new militant unions that 
will Sight. 

For us of the Left wing one of the 
outstanding features of the present re- 
volt, movement is the growing contradic- 
tions between the Stalinist policies and 
ihe requirements of the arising situa- 
tions. The official Left wing under the 
leadership of. the Workers Unity League 
is paying a very heavy price for the 3rd 
period policies of adventure and sectar- 
ianism o£ the past few years, in the lack 
of confidence of the workers in their 
Industrial Unions. 

Was it an accident that the revolt of 
over 3,000 Montreal tailors should break 
out as a spontaneous movement and not 
under the leadership of the official Left 
wing? Had the/W. U. Industrial Unions 
carried their analysis and policies to 
logical conclusions they should have con- 



The Opposition at Wicks' 
Meeting 

PITTSBURGH.— 

On September 22 I attended a lecture 
by II. M. .Wicks on the subject of 'The 
Conditions in Germany and the Soviet 
Union". But he devoted most of his 
time to falsifying the history of the Rus- 
sian revolution and slandering the Left 
Opposition led by comrade Trotsky. 

The lie-<, the incoherence and the dis- 
honorable methods the Stalinists use 
against the Marxian wing of our party 
did not prevent the audience from realiz- 
ing the aim of the charlatan Wicks, and 
when the question period arrived he was 
surprised to see that all the questions 
wore about Trotsky and "Trotskyism". 
One question was simply a remark that 
Wicks thinks the audience must be 
pretty ignorant to say that Trotsky did 
not organize the lied Army, that during 
the Deiiikiu-W range! attack, Trotsky re- 
treated while Stalin took over the leader- 
ship of the army and defeated the coun- 
ter-revolution. 

To my question if it was true, as stated 
in the Militant some time ago, that Wicks 
had delivered a si>eech in Gary, Indiana 



Despite our slender resources, our ac- 
tivities have taken a real spurt forward. 
We have organizers working in several 
lields giving their services voluntarily and 
without any compensation. They are 
making new contacts and building the 
Left Opposition. There are two young 
comrades active in the Illinois mine field 
helping our miner comrades in their ar- 
duous tavk. Our Chicago comrade is 
making a tour of several cities in Iowa. 
Two of our members from Minneapolis 
are similarly active there. Plans are 
complete for such organization work in 
Pittsburgh and we cun add that possibil- 
ities elsewhere press for similar action. 

But The Militant, of course, remains 
The main organizer. Yet its existence is 
seriously threatened. Wc have appealed 
for the assistance of our readers, how- 
ever, with only small response so far. 
More activities require a larger supply 
of papers and of literature. While our 
young organizers work without compen- 
sation wc still have the duty of helping 
them to get around. Thus there is plenty 
of reason for renewing our appeal and 
making it more insistent. 

Some of our comrades have responded 
with contributions, of which we list the 
following: Joseph Keller of Cleveland, I. 
Brady of Cleveland, hoping our organiz- 
ers get on their way, Sarah J. Linn of 



in 1923 at a banquet given in his honor, Birmingham, Ala., V. M. Johnson and 



by a bourgeois organization, where he 
said that the members of ihe socialist and 
Communist parties are only foreigners 
and advised the American Legion to 
knock them on the head because it is the 
only language they understand— he re- 
plied by "correcting" the dates. He said 
it was not in 1923 hut that the Militant 
had the right date, l!)20. About the ban- 
quet itself, he started to insult the Mili- 
tant comrades Cannon, Shachtman and 
myself as drunkards, renegades and 
counter-revolutionists. "if i had deliv- 
ered such a speech", he said in order to 
show what a big shot he was, "it would 
be. printed not only iu the small news- 
paper of Oary, but in the New York 
Times, the Chicago Tribune and the Sun- 
Telegram of Pittsburgh." When I ask- 
ed him if he would accept a debate on 
the question, he said, Yes, with Cannon. 
So I replied that we would bring comrade 
Cannon to Pittsburgh to debate with 
him. Immediately he changed his mind 
and said that he would first ask his 
party. When I asked him to elect a 
committee to come into touch with us 
for the arrangement of the debate, he got 
mad and answered, "We don't debate 



Ij. Kogau from California, C. Scheehet 
irom Boston, J. Hamilton from Chicago, 
J. Sif;tkis from Pittsburgh sends in his 
own contribution and those of other com- 
rades there. From New York we have 
received contributions from L. Miller, 
II. Norman, Harry C. and II, Norman. 
Then to mention a big item, our New 
York branch at its last meeting, in re- 
sponse to our campaign to establish the 
International Workers School and to 
locate it in new headquarters,- pledged 
from its membership a total of S12S.50, 
with part paid in cash. It is necessary 
to mention iu this connection also that 
since the middle of August the Chicago 
branch has responded excellently to our 
financial needs. 

We have all the arrangements made 
for the International Workers School, 
located at New York. With that is 
coupled up the question of new head- 
quarters, an absolute necessity for the 
growing activities of the organization 
and for the school. All of these steps 
taken are compelled by necessity. Our 
opportunities are increasing, our activ- 
ities are growing, our needs multiply. 
We are in a critical position. We must 



advance. We must secure The Militant, 
our main organizer. We ask you to help 
us. 

OV IE #CBOOL 

The $300.00 drive to establish a school 
and new headqm'ters iu New York is 
under way. This was a special order of 
business at the last branch meeting. 
Donations, pledges and enrollment am- 
ounting to $12.50 for the school started 
the (hive. Now we want ihe readers of 
the Militant to get behind this drive and 
help us put it over. Don't wait until we 
cull on yon — mail iu your contribution, 
your registration, or come down to the 
office and talk this over with us. When 
we call at your house, don't tell the com- 
rade that there is a depression on, that 
there are million unemployed, and others 
working at reduced wages, and that you 
have been hit by this depression. We 
have instructed our comrades not to take 
such '"flimsy" excuses. We are out to 
raise $300.00 for the school and head- 
quarters, to centralize our activity. And 



not even the depression is going to stop 
us from obtaining this fund. In this 
fight, don't side us with the depression- 
stand with the Left Opposition. 

If we put over the drive for $300.00 we 
will release the National Office from 
pressing burdens, enabling it to devote 
greater attention and activity to the coal 
miners' strike in Illinois and to other 
pressim; party and class problems con- 
fronting us. Help us take this step. 
Without the help of our sympathizers, 
without the help of the friends of The 
Militant, we will not be able to succeed. 
Let us bear from you at once. Enroll in 
our classes! 

The first four classes will be: 

The History of the American Commun- 
ist Movement — Janus P. Cannon,, 8 les- 
sons every Monday from Oct. 17 to Dec. 5. 

State and Revolution — Jack Weber, 10 
lessons every Monday from October 17 
to Dec. 19. 

The History of the Comintern— Mai 
Shachttnan, 8 lessons every Wednesday 
irom Oct. 19 to Dec. 7. 

The Theoretical System of Marxism- 
Hugo Oehler 30 lessons every Wednesday 
from Oct. 19 to Dee. 21. 

Registration for each course is $1.00. 




BOOKS BY TROTSKY 



PROBLEMS OF THE CHINESE 

REVOLUTION 
450 pages Cloth cover $1.50 

paper cover 1.00 
GERMANY — THE KEY TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL SITUATION* 
—SHALL FASCISM REALLY 
BE VICTORIOUS 

(Out of print) 
THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION 
158 pages paper cover 50c 

cloth «over $1.00 



HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION^VoI. 1 

522 pages Retail at f* 

By Special arrangements with the 
publishers of this book we can 
offer it to certificate holders at $3 
PROBLEMS OF THE DEVELOP- 
MENT OF THE U. S. S. R.* 
48 pages paper cover 15e 

COMMUNISM AND SYNDICAL- 
ISM* 
64 pages paper cover 15c 



STRATEGY OP THE WORLD 
REVOLUTION* 

Part 2 of the Draft Program 

86 pages 25c 
THE SPANISH REVOLUTION* 

30 pages paper cover 10c 

THE SPANISH REVOLUTION IN 

DANGER* 

64 pages paper cover 15c 

THE TURN IN THE C. I. AND 

THE GERMAN SITUATION* 

(out of print) 10c 

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 

84 East 10th Street, 



WORLD UNEMPLOYMENT AND 
THE FIVE YEAR PLAN* 

48 pages paper cover 10c 
(Out of Print) 
DRAFT PROGRAM OF THE 
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 

A Criticism of Fundamentals* 
Part 1 and 3 140 pages, 

cloth bound $1.00 



THE REAL SITUATION IN 
RUSSIA 

364 pages cloth cover 



New York. N. T. 



$1.00 
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League Replies to Weisbord Letter 



1. The Communist League, as the 
American section of the International 
Left Opposition of the Comintern, aims 
now as iu the past to unite in its ranks 
ail those who stand with us on a common 
basis of principles and methods, to facil- 
itate the approach and fusion of those 
who are consistently moving in our direc- 
tion, and to wage an implacable struggle 
against all elements of confusion which 
would blur the sharp distinctions be- 
tween the three basic currents in the 
Communist movement and thereby para- 
lyze the striking force of the revolution- 
ary Marxian wing. This fundamental con- 
siiieration has guided us in our attitude 
toward all the individuals and groups 
which have broken In one way or another 
with the official regime of bureaucratic 
Cent r ism. It determined our friendly 
attitude and attempts at collaboration 
with Weisbord when he first began to 
approach the League, as well as our de- 
termined struggle against him when he 
began his attempt to disrupt the organi- 
zation, to set up a rival against it on 
a platform in principle contradiction to 
ours, and to light the League with un- 
worthy methods and slanders. 

2. As long as Weisbord and his group 
("The Communist League of Struggle") 
stood on this ground and employed these 
methods we could only regard him as an 
opponent, if not an enemy, of the Left 
Opposition. The basis for ji comradely 
discussion of secondary differences and 
loyal collaboration in specific tasks with- 
in a general framework of principle 
agreement did not exist. Before every- 
thing the League considered and consi- 
ders it ncessury to mark off distinctly its 
principle line and its methods from those 
of all other groups and tendencies and to 
reject everything that stands in the way 
of this clarification. This course does 
not signify the splitting of hairs or the 
exaggeration of differences, but rather 
the bringing out Into prominent relief 
of those questions and differences which, 
are essential and fundamental. The 
struggle against the claims of Weisbord 
was a necessary struggle for the ideolo- 
gical clarity and organizational integrity 
of the League. 

3. The new statement of Weisbord 
and his group represents a partial turn 
in the direction of the Left Opposition 
on the most important principle questions, 
and a certain moderation in the form and 
tone of his criticism. Although in neither 
case is the corection made with the nec- 
essary frankness and thoroughness. This 
change of position, however, creates the 
possibility, which was previously lack- 
ing, to give consideration once again to 
the question of relations with this group 
and to point out what, in our opinion, 
stands yet in the way of its inclusion 
In the League. In yielding on the main 
questions of principle, which separated 
it from the Left Opposition, the Weisbord 
group removes the foundation of its 
right to a separate exist met 1 . Only when 
it takes this point of departure and takes 
serious and sincere steps toward inclu- 
sion in the League on the basis of its 
principle line, will its proclamations on 
the principle questions validate them- 
selves. Up to now this has not been the 
case. The actions of Weisbord since his 
return from Europe tend rather to con- 
tradict the political implications of his 
statement and bear the character of 
futile maneuvers. Only a radical change 
in this course and a direct approach to 
the League will make it possible to give 
more serious consideration to the prin- 



With the last issue, the Militant con- group originated in the Iiight wing of the 



eluded the statement drawn up by the 
Weisbord group in reply to the letter 
which had been adressed to It by com- 
rade Trotsky. With the present issue, 
we begin publication of the reply to this 
statement presented by the National Com- 
mittee af the Communist League of Amer- 
ica (Opposition). 
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ciple concessions as a basis of unity 
The Iait"niationaI Left Opposition, in- 
eluding its American section, is not only 
a system of ideas but a definite organi- 
zation toward which precise and unam- 
biguous relations are required. 

Whatever the result may be in the field 
of organization — and this depends on the 
sincere approach of th , Weisbord group 
to the league, which the League will not 
repulse — the ideological and political 
victory of the Left Opposition in the 
two-years dispute with Wei-bord is al- 
ready recorded in his own declarations. 
And in this there is to be seen not the 
victory of some persons and the defeat of 
others, but rather the invincible strength 
of the ideas of the Bolshevik-Leninists, 
in America as throughout the world. 
There is only one platform for the Strug- 



party. After participating in the party, 
campaign against the "Trotsky ists", he 
found himself in conflict with the party 
regime after the expulsion of the Love- 
stone group, and soon afterward was him, 
self expelled. After compromising him- 
self with the expelled Right wing, without 
formally joining it, he went through a 
period of vacillation between the Right 
and the Left. When be first approached 
us two years ago he said he had not made 
up his mind which faction to join, but 
intended to "join one or the other". At 
that time he was full of the idea of "the 
two groups working together", and made 
a number of bizarre propositions in this 
spirit. He proposed that he be allowed 
to write both for the Militant and the 
Revolutionary Age, as though the sharp 
lines of principle demarcation between 
the two organizations had not been estab- 
lished. He did in fact submit articles 
to both papers, and one of them — of a 
programmatic character — was printed in 
the Militant as a discussion article to 
inform our movement of his views. 

In this program article Militant, Sept. 
1 and 15, 1030) he expressed views iu 
basic eontradidetiou to those of the Left 
Opposition, especially on the question of 
Centrism and the bloc with the Right 



gle to free the vanguard of the prole- 
tariat from Centrism and the Bight wing wing, and he never clearly corrected them 
and restore the Comintern to the path of until his letter in reply to comrade 
Lenin, and that is the platform of the Trotsky's criticism (Class Struggle, Aug- 
Intemational Left Opposition. All inter- us t 1032). After a number of meetings 
mediary groups, all those who play with and friendly conversations between Weis. 



this or that idea of the Left Opposition 
without comprehending and embracing 
the system of its doctrines, are condemn- 
ed to futility and bankruptcy. The 
strength of the Left Opposition is de- 
monstrated not only by the steady inroads 
it makes in the party and the growth of 
its Influence there, but also in its capac- 
ity to draw to itself and absorb all 
groups and currents breaking away from 
the Centrist regime and the Right wing 
in a Leftward direction. From this 
point of view — as international experi- 
ence has shown— we can be assured that 
some, if not ail, of the Weisbord group rect. 
will iind their way to a complete fusion 
with us. And it goes without saying 
that the National Committee will do all 
in its power to facilitate and hasten this 
process, without putting unnecessary ob- 
stacles in the way or imposing any un- 
reasonable conditions. What is required 
for this is only the requisite clarity and 
agreement on principles and methods and 
a genuine attitude of good faith toward 
the Leage as an organization. 

The general direction of Weisbord and 
the comrade.-; associated with him, over 
a period now of several years, despite 
a number of contradictions and a great 
deal of confusion, has been toward the 
Left Opposition. But it is just these 
contradictions and this confusion, com- 
plicated in the highest degree by the one- 
sided, false, embittered and caricatured 
factional criticisms of Weisbord, and his 
impermissible methods, which justify the 



liord and members of the National Com- 
mittee, in which our attempts to convince 
him of his errors were unsuccessful, it 
was found impossible to accept his ap- 
plication for membership in the League. 
Our attitude was not determined by his 
criticisms on secondary questions, out by 
the differences of a principle- character 
which have been illuminated in comrade 
Trotsky's letter. In the light of all the 
sul>sequent developments it is now indis- 
putable that the attitude of the National 
Committee, supported by the entire mem. 
bership of the League, was entirely cor- 



organization ("The Communist League 
of Struggle") as a rival to the American 
section of the International Left Opposi- 
tion and sowed confusion by the claim of 
also "adhering" to the International Left 
Opposition. In this disruptive undertaking 
Weisbord brought himself into the sharp- 
est conlilct with us, both in principle 
questions and in methods, and evoked 
against himself the indignant resentment 
of the entire membership of the League. 
The fact that the "Communist League of 
Struggle" never succeeded in making a 
serious Impression anywhere did not alter 
the fact that it was aimed destructively 
at the League. In the course of that 
struggle against -us we could only see 
Weisbord as an enemy who fought the 
League with weapons to a considerable 
extent borrowed from the Stalinists and 
the Right wing. His clam to "adhere" 
to the Left Opposition while fighting 
against some of its most fundamental 
conceptions and against its American sec- 
tion worked exclusively in the direction 
of compromising and discrediting the 
cause of the Left Opposition. 

From the very beginning of the attempt 
to set up an independent organization 
against the League on a separate plat- 
form it was clear to us that Weisbord 
and his close associates had occupied an 
absolutely hopeless position on which he 
could not remain for long. The failure 
to make the slightest impression on the 
membership of the League, the inability 
to extend the organization beyond the 
single small group in which nearly half 
of the membership was lost — all these 
developments were unfailing signs of 
the poitical hopelessness of the venture 
and of the categoric necessity to make 
a decisive turn. That the group has now 
taken a definite turn toward the' Left 
Opposition iu the most important prin- 
ciple questions which separated it in the 
past is to the credit of the group and, 
if it is carried through, consistently, it 
will determine for us an alternation of 
our previous altitude of irreconcilable 
antagonism. 

Whether this is really the case or not 
can be established best, at least in a 
preliminary way, by an examination of 
the reply of the Weisbord group to com- 
rade Trotsky's letter in the light of the 



MAORI LETTER 



Checking Sanjurjo's Coup 

The Spanish Proletariat Replies to the Monarchist Insurrection 



fundamental objections, in principle and 
The position of the National Commit- j methods, which the League has previous- 
tee at that time was consistent, we be- i y mit de to collaboration or unity with 
lieve, with the position it takes now to- this group. 



ward the Weisbord group and all others 
moving in the direction of the Left Op- 
position. While pointing out the most 
important principle differences which ex- 
cluded a complete organizational unity, 
the statement of the National Committee 
(Militant, Kept. 15, 1930) took into ac- 
cent his trend toward us and said: "At 
the same time it expressed the hope and 
desire that further reflection and discus- 
sion would make if possible for comrade 
Weisbord to find his place as a fighter— 
and a valuable one — in the ranks of the 
Opposition . . . The National Committee 
decided, in view of Weisbord's closeness 
to the views of the Opposition, to invite 
his collaboration in fields of work con- 
forming to his jiosition". Matters did 
not work out that way In the ensuing 



League in submitting the new turn in j two years because Weisbord did not meet 



principle toward the line of the League 
to the necessary tests and in examining 
his actions with a certain caution. Suf- 
ficient proofs must be established that 
the contradiction between his previous 
course and ours is really liquidated and 
not simply transferred inside the League. 
Otherwise a fusion, instead of strengthen- 
ing and consolidating the forces of the 
Left Opposition, would only prepare the 
way for new convulsions. 

The nucleus of the present Weisbord 
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(Continued from last issue) 
It was fortunate for Japan that the 
Civil War absorbed American energies 
and that the conquest of India took all 
of England's attention after Perry's de- 
monstration. Japan was faced with the 
immediate task of providing for the na- 
tional defense against the encroachment 
af the imperialists. Without a breath- 
ing-spell she could not have withstood 
further onslaughts. In her weakness the 
government was forced to sign a humili- 
ating treaty (Tow send- Harris — 1857 with 
the Tokugawas) with America which 
granted extra- territoriality to American 
citizens and which restricted duties on 
imports ti a maximum of 5% ad valorem, 
creating an open market as the high 
tariff American government knew. This 
same treaty had to be granted to the 
other powers after the demolition of the 
batteries of Shimonoseki Straits in 1864 
by the combined fleets of England, Hol- 
land, France and America as punish- 
ment for the damaging of some vessels 
trying to pass through the forbidden 
straits. The shoguu wrote at this time: 
"These foreigners are no longer to be 
despised. The art of navigation, steam 
vessels, and naval and military prepara- 
tions have found (full development in their 
hands. A war with them might result 
in temporary victories on our part but 
when our country would be beset by their 
combined armaments the whole land 
would be involved in consequences which 
we can divine from China's experience." 
The Japs were fearful, observing that the 
Phillippine Islands has been in Spain's 
hands for 300 years; Java had come un- 
der IJutch influence in 170S and urder 
her complete control in 1S30 ; the dis- 
memberment of China had begun in !"i77 
with the Portuguese at Macao; only re- 
cently in 1S40 the British had ta^cen 
Hongkong as a result of £he Opium 
War»; the French were *lready in Indo- 
china. 

Modern military defense was unthink- 



able without advanced industrial devel- 
opment modelled on Western lines. The 
feudal system with its low estimation 
of the merchant class, with its sump- 
tuary laws defining narrowly the very 
food and clothing of the exploited, with 
its lack of accumulations from an econ- 
omy at the bare subsistence level, with 
its complete lack of technological train- 
ing for the use machinery— all this 
left the burden completely on the should- 
ers of the new bureaucracy. To begin 
a strenuous period of industrial devel- 
opment, only the government could pro- 
vide the necessary funds. The govern- 
ment had to take the initiative in de- 
ciding, what industries to begin, how to 
encourage scientific and technical train- 
ing. 

Foreign Aid 

Whatever similarities exist between 
the haphazard Japanese program and 
the planned Soviet program of indus- 
trialisation (despite its serious errors) 
can be observed iu the immediate invit- 
ing of foreign experts to construct and 
start new plants and to train workers.] Oenro, every premier selected 



us on this ground. For collaboration he 
substituted a violent factional straggle 
and a series of cheap, unworthy and 
easily repulsed maneuvers. 

Beginning first with the attempt to or- 
ganize a faction in the New York branch 
of the League, while ostensibly "colla- 
borating"' with us as instructor of a 
study class in economics, ( Weisbord soon 
went over to open struggle against the 
League. In the course of the past year 
and a half he attempted to set up an 



their own "infancy" so that today Japan- 
ese industry is more European than Am- 
erican. Just as in Soviet Russia, the 
dependence on foreign experts was not 
completely successful. The Japs were 
often imposed upon, some experts were 
bluffers and other out-and-out frauds (as 
with the beginning of Stalingrad). 

The government thus took the place of 
the entrepreneur in establishing the first 
arsenals, the first silk filature, the first 
glass factory, the first chemical works. 
It has operated porcelain works, siik and 
cotton spinning mills, linen factories, 
cement and brick plants, plants for soap 
making, type-founding, paint making, 
food factories, iron and steel plants. 
There are few industries that do not owe 
their existence to government initiative. 
The Feudo-Capitalist Alliance 

And yet by 1880 most of the govern- 
ment-owned plants were in private hands ! 
For the government took the unique step 
of handing these finished plants over to 
individuals — without the slightest com- 
pensation in the vast majority of cases! 
The meaning and results of this transac- 
tion must be clearly stated. That there 
was nothing queer to Japs in this hand- 
ing over of wealth to the few, is due 
to the left-over feudal psychology and to 
the fact of control by feudal lords. (The 
"lord" could hand over a "fief" to any- 
one he chose, usually for personal loy- 
alty, and almost always to previous 
samurai subordinates. That is 
what occurred. Every member 



I. The Question of Centrism and the 
Bloc with the Right Wing 

On these questions — which separated 
it from us fundamentally — the Weisbord 
group has made a retreat from its old 
position, but it has done so in the worst 
possible way — without criticizing its for- 
mer position or acknowledging its falsity. 
Thus they give no assurances whatever 
against a relapse into the fundamental 
errors which flowed inevitably from its 
original position. To say, "On the gener- 
al tftiestion of Centrism, we feel that our 
differences are not very great and in 
some respects are only of a formal char- 
acter", is not to clarify but to muddle up 
the really deep and fundamental differ- 
ence that existed on this Question. And 
likewise to "energetically emphasize the 
fact that we have never proposed a BLOC 
with the Right, wing (Lovestoneites), 
meaning by a bio a general vague alli- 
ance", leaves ns in doubt as to how they 
understood the fundamental conflict also 
on this question (directly related to the 
question of bureaucratic centrism) and 
whether they want to justify their form- 
er position and propose that the League 
should adopt it. In that ease there would 
be no possibility of agreement. Clari- 
fication on these points is indispensable. 
(Continued in next issue) 



The attempt at a monarchist restora- 
tion in Spain, carried out by the over- 
whelming majority of the commanders of 
the army and navy has considerable im- 
portance and demonstrates to what 
depths the Republic has sunk as a reac- 
tionary state, despite its title of "Re- 
public of all classes of workers". 

The Government and the Monarchists 

Even today the constitution approved 
by the Cortes is one of the most reaction- 
ary among the countries called republican 
and democratic. Of the democratic 
pledges made by the present rulers be- 
fore they seized power, there remains 
nothing but a memory of deceit. And on 
top of this reactionary constitution they 
have built up a series of Exceptional 
Laws, such as the Law for the Defense 
of the Republic, and the law on associa- 
tions, (which outlaws all organizations 
refusing to play the role of the reformist 
social-democratic organisms. This law 
was promulgated for exactly that reason 
by the socialist iabor minister, Caballero), 
and others. The Spanish republic, break- 
ing off all contact with the masses which 
caused it to triumph, has evolved toward 
the sharpest reaction and has fallen into 
the hands of more or less dlsgused ele- 
ments of the old monarchist regime. San 
jurjo, the general who raised the ban- 
ner of revolt against the republic in Sev- 
ille, was, until the very day of the up- 
rising, a confidant of the government en- 
trusted with wielding power against the 
people. 

The government had been warned 
many times of the reactionary maneu- 
vers of Sunjurjo and the monarchists ; 
but it did not know how nor did it want 
to take measures against them. The gov- 
ernment fully bore out the thesis defend- 
ed by comrade Trotsky and the Commun- 
ist Left Opposition, on the Impossibility 
of the Spanish bourgeoisie accomplishing 
a democratic revolution. Not only did it 
not accomplish the democratic revolution, 
but it allowed the enemies of the regime, 
the monarchists, to maneuver against the 
republic. 

We already know that the government, 
by losing the contact it had had (up to 
the proclamation of the republic), with 
the masses generally and with the work- 
ing class specifically (the anarchists and 
socialists were among those who helped 
the present leaders the most in seizing 
power), broke the "democratic" links 
between the republic and the popular" op- 
inion which had supported the new re- 
gime during the first days of its existence. 
Tlie Rotten Republic 
The reactionary forces, whicli are 
far more intelligent than the myopic pol- 
iticians of the present government, knew 
how to keep under cover during the 
earliest days of the Republic, just as they 
know how to rise up in the streets when 
they considered the government van- 
quished. The feebleness of the govern- 
ment has been the basic prop and the 
strongest animator of the reactionary 
.monarchists. 

Without the energetic defense of the 
workers against the monarchy, the gov- 
ernment would have offered no resistance 
to the monarchist reaction. Realising 
the significance of the monarchist mili- 
tary movement, and knowing that almost 
all the army and navy commanders were 
against the government and in favor of 
the uprising, the government and parlia- 



Durfng the years 1854 to 1859 the lord 
of Mito had already invited 22 Dutch 
experts to establish shipyards and to 
teach the latest arts of shipbuilding. The 
new government took this enterprise, 
over. It invited British engineers to 
build the first railroads; British work-, 
men were invited to assist in the erec- 
tion and operation of the early iron, 
works ; British teachers taught glass- 
making in Tokio ; American and British 
engineers introduced modern mining 
.methods and the use of explosives ; 
French and Italian experts westernized 
the silk industry ; Swiss taught the hemp- 
braid industry ; Germans introduced 
brewing, the smelting of zinc, the mak- 
ing of steel and the chemical Industries; 
French and Germans started dye making. 
By 1872 there were 300 forelgmftrs In gov- 
ernment departments acting ae experts. 
The Americans contributed little due to 



exactly 
of the 
by the 
Genro, lias had his particular protege^ 
whom he has enriched. Iwasaki ("Work- 
ing Forces in Japanese Politics") says: 
"'The way to get rich was to become the 
friend of some high officers of the gov- 
ernment." Thus Marquis Inouye be- 
friended the Matsuis, one of the "big 
five" capitalist families of modern Japan. 
Oku ma helped the Iwasakis, the present 
steamship kings. Baron Goto, while Gov- 
ernor of Formosa, made the Suzukis the 
sugar kings, the same Suzukis who profit- 
ed most during the world war by selling 
.munitions. The lliance between the 
feudal lords and the new capitalists has 
been very firmly cemented indeed. This 
is of utmost significance for the future 
agrarian democratic revolution. It need 
hardly be said that In war the militarists 
experienced not the slightest resistance 
on the part of the capitalists to the com- 
plete mobilization of industry for mili- 



tary purposes. 

The close and direct relationship be- 
tween capitalist industry and the govern- 
ment is one of the peculiarities of Jap- 
anose economy. Up to 1899 the "unequal" 
treaties of the Powers with Japan re- 
mained iu force, preventing the raising of 
tariff barriers to protect infant indus- 
tries. But every other device to encour- 
age industry and to enrich the capitalists 
was resorted to by the government. Thus, 
tax exemptions have been frequently 
granted, duty remissions are made prac- 
tically on request, subsides were and 
still are common and since 1899 the tariff 
has been an important weapon of defense 
and offense. Apart from the world war 
l>eriod the shipping industry could not 
have existed for a single year without 
large subsidies amounting to enough to 
cover a substantial slice of the operating 
expenses plus a large profit to the ship- 
ping interests. The main line railways 
were nationalized at the time of the 
Russo-Jap war, but there are a number 
of private branch lines whose profit is 
guaranteed by the govei nment. Loans 
are readily , granted to new enterprises 
with very little hope of their return. 
Contributions from the national treasury 
to private industry in 1928-9 amounted 
to 21.9% of the total budget. Under the 
conditions of industrial growth the gov- 
ernment itself has never been able to 
discontinue entirely its own operation of 
iitudstrial enterprises, as is evident from 
the fact that in 1928 there were as many 
as 371 government factories employing 
136,000 workers. 
Jnddustrial Handicaps and Japanese 

Imperialism 
World economy stimulated the growth 
of industrial Japan, — but that same world 
economy now holds Japan as in a vise, 
tending to strangle her capitalism. And 
it can be said with utmost confidence that 
Japan will find no real solution to her 
life-and-death problems under the world 
hegemony of capitalism. Imperialism at- 
tempts to overcome these handicaps with 
a sword but is doomed to failure. Japan's 
part in the international division of labor 
will be decided by her workers and peas, 
ants, not by domestic and foreign capi- 
talists. 

There are three great handicaps that 
condition Japanese Industrial growth. 
These are: (1) money stringency; (2) 
poverty in raw materials; (3) need for 
stable markets. 



(1) Money stringency and the financ- 
ing of industry. 

The growth of industry demands larger 
anil larger amounts of fluid capital. Quite 
poor in metallic and mineral resources, 
Japan has been forced continuously to 
import both gold and silver for the coin. 
ing of money, as domestic production 
scarcely meets industrial and art pur- 
poses. It was possible for Japan to es- 
tablish a more or less stable financial and 
banking system only with the aid of the 
200,000,000 taeis indemnity squeezed out 
of China after the Sino.Jap war. Through- 
out the modem era Japan has been an 
importer of raw materials and machin- 
ery resulting in an unfavorable net bal- 
ance of trade (except during the world 
war). If not through spheres of influ- 
ence, then economically the capitalist 
powers exploit Japan as a market. To 
pay for the imported materials Japan 
has had to make larger loans abroad. 
Although the total amount of the public- 
debt is smaller than that of any of the 
powers, the absolute amount and percent- 
age of foreign debt is greater, whereas 
the domestic debt is smaller than that 
of any other country. 

The money stringency of Japanese cap- 
italism is reflected in the high interest 
rates. Hanks pay around lO'/o on de- 
posits. The short-term discount rate is 
over 10% as compared with the 4-5% of 
Western countries. These rates impose 
a severe handicap on Japanese industry. 
Owing to their youth and to the failure 
to build up adequate surpluses, industrial 
concerns are under the necessity of bor- 
rowing a large part of their working 
capital. As the high rates are an import- 
ant element in the cost of production, 
they are a handicap to Japanese enter- 
prise in meeting foreign competition. 
Struggle as she may to overcome this 
difficulty, Japan falls more and more 
under the inlluenee of American finance 
capital. The unparalleled dependence of 
Japanese production on foreign markets 
makes Japan extremely sensitive to world 
economic conditions. Since 1920 she has 
been in the throes of a profound crisis 
causing her foreign exchange to fall cat- 
as trophically. The inflation caused by 
the tripling of her bank-note emission 
during and following the war has been 
aggravated by the heavy demands made 
on Japanese economy through the Imper- 
ialist seizure of Manchuria. 

(To be continued) 



meut created an impression of boundless 
cowardice, and quite literally they did 
not know what to do. 

After a good deal of delay and vacil- 
lation, the government took action 
against Sanjurjo. 'Die Seviiiian author- 
ities, for example, surrendered their pow- 
er to the monarchists without offering the 
least show of resistance. Today this 
same government sees itself compelled 
to imprison its own representatives at 
Seville in the face of the popular accusa- 
tions which hold them responsible for 
the power having fallen into the mon- 
archists' hands. Beyond a doubt the 
monarchists wanted to profit by the 
general discontent existing among the 
present rulers; but they did not under- 
stand that, though it is true that the 
popular masses are disgusted with the 
return to the state of affairs that existed 
before the republic, it was the working 
masses who defended the republic by 
snatching it from the hands of Sanjurjo 
and the monarchist geuerais. Bui iliat 
does not mean mat the masses were 
on the side of the Azaua government 
which expedited thu .monarchists' man- 
euvers by its weakness and its political 
incapacity. 

The Democratic Illusions of the 
Proletariat 
We must draw two conclusions from 
the recent events. The first is thai, de- 
spite the discontent of the working m*=ses 
with the present rulers' administration, 
democratic illusions still exist among 
them. It seems a contradiction that the 
workers' masses understood the reaction- 
ary role that the leaders of the repuulic 
were playing, that they felt keenly the 
injury dealt by the Law lor the Defense 
of the Republic, and that they should 
not yet have lost faith in abstract dem- 
ocracy. The working masses know mat 
of the official Communist leaders, who 
did not know how to destroy the con- 
fidence of the workers in bourgeois dem- 
ocracy. The working masses know that 
the present rulers have -betrayed" the 
interests of the republic, and that if they 
were governing as "'real republicans" 
matters would proceed in an entirely 
different fashion. This explains how cer- 
tain entirely disregarded elements in the 
previous period of the republic, such as 
those who today wave the banner of 
radical republicanism, succeeded in win- 
ning tremendous influence among the 
popular circles, especially the workers. 
Such are the consequences of the policy 
which consists, of giving "Soviet" slogans 
the very day of the republic's proclama- 
tion, at the moment when the republican 
and democratic enthusiasm of the masses 
was at its highest pitch. 

The other fundamental lesson of the 
' latest events consists in the tremendous 
progress realised by the reactionary and 
monarchist forces. It is not an unim- 
portant thing to note that all the army 
leaders were against the government. 
This fact had considerable effect in of- 
ficial circles and threw panic into the 
heart of the government. That is why 
nobody was executed : the government 
dreads the threatening reaction more than 
it does public opinion. This fact pro- 
duces a serious conilict for the govern- 
ment and a serious dauge: for the re- 
gime. 

For a Workers* United Front 
The working-class movement is at 
present in a period of outright depres- 
sion. No one can doubt that IE will 
rise up again very shortly, and more 
strongly than ever before, but for the 
moment, the proletarian factor is not 
exercising tire pressure that circum- 
stances require. This is a fact of the 
utmost importance in tiie present circum- 
stances. The united front of the pro- 
letariat is today more necessary than 
ever. At Seville we saw an exemplary 
case of the united front at the time of 
Sanjurjo's coup d'Etat, and it was this 
which produced the general's defeat. 
Only the united front can offer the de- 
sired solution — to require the execution 
of the reactionary generals and to halt 
the advance of the reaction. And it is 
not simply a question of settling the 
question of the penalties which the van- 
quished reactionaries must undergo, but 
of adopting really revolutionary means 
to put an end to the monarchist man- 
euvers. The government is powerless to 
do this ; the socialists bury their heads, 
without being able to determine for them- 
selves the orientation which the govern- 
ment should follow. The Spanish prole- 
tariat must demand from the socialists 
(today the slogan of "all power to the 
socialists" would be justified), that they 
act with energy, that they insist upon 
the punishment of those responsible for 
complicity and tolerance toward the re- 
action, either directly or indirectly. 

Without the united front of the Spanish 
proletariat, the perspective of this reac- 
tionary Spanish republic can only be pre- 
cipitation into a regime of dictatorship 
which, if it does not reinstate the mon- 
archy, wilt become a "republican" regime 
of the type of Portugal or Cuba. But 
the united front of the proletariat is 
easily realizable, as we have seen in the 
case of Seville, provided the myopia of 
some and the ill-will of others (the an- 
archist, socialists and official Commun- 
ists), do not oppose it. In this sense, 
the monarchist attempt has been preg- 
nant with lessons, and will be still more 
so in the processes and developments of 
these events. 
Madrid, September 1032. 

—II. LACROIX. 
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New Step Toward Fascism 



(Continued from page 1) 
not burn its bridges to Hitler. A Papen 
Hitler government is on no account more 
improvable than the conciliation that has 
taken piace before our very eyes between 
the iHUito and the Center. Neither can 
a Papeu-Hitler government, however, be 
o£ any permanency ; it leads further to 
the UiUer dictatorship. The dissolution 
of the Reichstag is a consummation of 
SchleicUeiian Bonapartism. But it is 
also a further important step to the 
Fascist dictatorship, in the sense out- 
lined ariove. We are today directly con- 
fronted with the dictatorship of the gen- 
erals But this should not in the slight- 
est degree atiect our vigilance against 
the fascist danger. 

* • « • 
It Is no accident that the government 
wa6 overthrown" in the parliament be- 
cause of its economic program. No mass 

parti, not e « u the Kasis ' COUld af£ 
open toleration tor this most unheard 
ot assault upon the standard of living of 
the toilers, so long as it must maintain 
some responsibility to the mass of its 
electors, so long as it still acts upon a 
parliamentary basis. Only with the eli- 
mination of the democratic rights can one 
risk such an attack. The question of 
.(Bffi.ise ueaiust the economic attack, the 

55ii on of the emergency decree is thus the expelled are reinstated. These steps 
m^ intimitely linked with the question' to the .united front are indispensable 
TtL defense of the democratic rights. That is shown by the terrifying calm of 
or toe fleieiiHeoi nu -n H mpnf is aeain July 20, of September 12. Out of the 

The moment when the parliament is again j > e 

«ent home out of hand, the moment when shattered fragments of bourgeois dem- 
eeui. uumc _ , ocracy, the proletarian united front can 

and must arise. The Communist party 
and only the party can create it if it re- 
turns to the tactic of Lenin. Let ail 
give their aid to the Left Opposition in 
its work of bringing the party to that 
point. 

— ROMAN WELL. 
Berlin, September 15, 1932. 



when the Reichstag has been sent home, 
today, and not in the nebulous future of 
a referendum, to decide before the masses 
who follow them: for or against the 
struggle. It is the masses who are in- 
volved, and nut the leaders. The demand 
to the leaders is no all-saving method, 
we know. But at the present moment, 
it is the link in the chain which must 
be seized if the wheel of the revolution 
is to continue turning, it Is the path 
that must be trod if we are to emerge 
from the blind alley into the united 
front. The demand must require that 
the united front should find organization- 
al expression in the formation of work- 
ers' cartels and fighting committees of 
all labor organizations on the Oranien- 
burg model. 

In this hour of confusion, an immedi- 
ately convoked congress of all factory 
councils, unemployed and unity commit- 
tees must deliberate on the next measures 
of struggle and become a signal for the 
concentration of the whole working class, 
further, the C. I', U., if it wants to es- 
tablish the united front in the factories, 
must undertake an open correction of Its 
trade union line, convert the Ked Trade 
Union Organization into an inner-trade 



Problems at 

Gillespie 

(Continued from page 1) 
the existing unions that were in opposi- 
tion to Lewis. But here due to the In- 
fluence and opposition of the Muste- 
Howat group and the weakness on the 
part of some of the Illinois delegation 
and the "stay-away" policy of the Nation' 
al Miners ,Union, the formation of the 
new union was postponed. 

The fourth attempt was at the Belle- 
ville convention where the "rank and 
file U. M. W. A." was formed. The 
•'Hank and File U. M. W. A." has a real 
mass support of the miners, but its lead- 
ership, as expressed through F.dmond- 
son, the president, (who has since become 
a gangster for Lewis), could not adopt 
aggressive fighting policies nor' make a 
complete break with Walker-Lewis and 
finally went back into the Lewis-Walker 
fold as the U. M. W. A. 

The Progressive Miners union is the 
fifth attempt. It is the healthiest of the 
whole lot. It has begun in a militant 
manner. It has already been baptized in 
the blood of five rank and filo coal miners 
who died by the bullets of the Lewis- 
union opposition, and openly declare its 'Walker gangsters ^ while trying to^build 
readiness to liquidate its own unions if 



A New Crisis in Soviet Economy 



a government rules which has nine- 
tenths of the parllameut against it— not 
to apeak of the masses— it is clearer than 
ever Before that the struggle for the 
defense of the minimum of existence, for 
defense of the democratic rights, can be 
conducted only outside of parliament by 
means of strikes. In spite of this, the 
social democratic party at the present 
moment dares to appeal for a referendum 
agalust the second section (!) of the 
emergency decree of September 4, 1932. 
This is the highest peak of parliament- 
ary cretinism. This is a refined as well 
as a ohanietul and fruitless maneuver 
for diverting the working mases from the 
real struggle, for beclouding the actual, 
renewed capitulation of the social dem- 
ocratic party. 
In contrast to this— just as on July 20 

the Communist party wants to fight; 

unfortunately, however— just as on July 
20 — it is unable to fight. In spite of all 
endeavors, after the frightful defeat of 
July 20, to "perfect" the Hue, the im- 
potence, the incapacity to action of the 
C. P. G-, is the same as on July 20. The 
evil has not been attacked at the roots. 
What is dreadful is not that the social 
democratic party is making this parlia- 
mentary swindle maneuver at the pre- 
sent moment — nothing else is to be ex- 



Brilliant Expelled 

At a regular meeting of the New York 
brunch on September 27, the branch un- 
animously voted to expel Robert Bril- 
liant from the Left Opposition. The trial 
for Brilliant has been carried on since 
September 9, when written charges 
were presented against him and at the 
meeting where he gave a report in his 
defense. Since then despite notices, 
personal and written. Brilliant has not 
appeared at the Trial Committee nor at- 



the P. M. A. The Progressive Miners 
union must avoid the mistakes of the 
past, build a militant rank and file con- 
trolled union and march forward to final 
victory. It has now become a life and 
death struggle for the miners of Illinois 
and there must be NO SURRENDER— 
but a fight to a finish. 

The Communist League of America 
(Opposition) will aggressively help the 
Progressive Miners union to build a 
strong militant miners' union that will 
be able to get from the bosses what 
rightfully belongs to the workers. 

— JOSEPH ANGBLO. 



Pioneer Publishers Notes 



WHAT NEXTr 

What Next? can now be had from us 
in the English, Russian, Spanish and 
Greek languages. The price of the Rus- 
sian copy is seventy-five cents; the Span- 
ish edition is twenty-five cents. The 
Greek is fifty cents. We have very few 
left in the foreign languages. 
EXCHANGE OFFEB 

Some time ago we offered to exchange 



tended any meetings or activity of thel our current literature , or ou t-of-p rin t 
Left Opposition. After' the committee 



works by Trotsky. Since that time we 
heard evidence from a number of League have heea aMe to ge[ fl of 0ur Rev . 

members and other union workers the olation wim :he i^o^^n by olgin 
committee came to a unanimous decision that prQved g0 embarrassjng to tnat 
for the expulsion of Brilliant. \ worthy _ Anot]ler t . omrado has offered t o 

The outstanding violations of Commun-' exchange a copy of Terrorism and Com- 
1st principles have been: that Brilliant munism. We like the idea so well that 
pected from it— the worrt Unngj* u« worked in another shop while his shop we are repeating it. But we want to 

was on strike. In this period he did not make one point clear. It is not a sell- 
carry on any strike activity he deserted, ers' market in these exchanges. Of 
his comrades who were forced to elect an-: course the advantage operates two ways. 
other shop chairman in his place. After, But we intend this exchange to function 
the strike was over, Brilliant asked the as a service to comrades and sympathiz- 
N. T. I. U. for a work card This ers who have these old copies on hand 
was refused on the grounds that he was and cannot afford to buy the current 
working during the strike. Instead of 
correcting his position or coming to his 
fraction or to the Leage to present his 
case, he went to the Right wing union 
officials and to persons connected with 
the Forward and gave them information 
which appeared in the Forward. 



it is able thereby to retain Its hold on 
the masses. If on the part of the C. P. 
G., it is to corcflne itself to tearing to 
critical bits this swindle maneuver, to 
carry on propaganda as in the past, it 
will run still further into the blind alley 
of powerlessness. If you want to fight 
estra-parliamentarily, then the prere- 
quisites for it must first be created. 
The United Front 
The only indispensable prerequisite for 
extra-parliamentary struggle today is the 
establishment of the united front. The 
only way out of this situation, out of 
the grip of Papen as well as Hitler, is in 
the establishment of the united front. 
That Is why the C. P. U. must do every- 
thing, which it has neglected to do up 
to now, in order to put the .united front 
into effect. Not to turn from the parlia- 
mentary cretinisms and swindles of so- 
cial democratic party leadership in moral 
Indignation, but on the contrary, by 
means of a concrete demand for joint 
extra -parliamentary struggle for the de- 
fense of the democratic rights, for de- 
fense against the Papen program, to com- 
pel them today, on September 15, when 
the program enters into effect, today, 



(Continued from page 1) 
turn, has its objective causes. To be 
sure, all these obstacles can be overcome 
in the last analysis but for that, time 
is needed. Constalnt work at a harass- 
ing tempo leads, not to the discarding 
of the disproportionate relations heaping 
up, but on the contrary, to their further 
growth. Every factory works at top 
speed. The correct organization of the 
production which is especially Import- 
ant in the belt-system, is not thereby 
perfected, but on the contrary, under- 
mined. This is the case, for instance, 
with the automobile factory at Nizhnl- 
N'ovogorod. The whole administrative 
force runs around from one department 
to the other, into the storehouses and 
back again into the departments, trying 
for today to get by something and dig 
up the missing part, and so forth. Thus 
the whole business is dragged along up 
to (he point of a serious breakdown, after 
which the shock brigades of Pravda, the 
Central Control Committee or some of 
the many other drivers are sent down. 
The latter send telegrams, look for the 
culprits, mock 'at the "objective causes" 
and reduce everything to "free will", 
1. e., to the muscles and nerves of the 
workers. 

Agriculture and Industry 

The itost difficul. of tie objective 
causes that disturb the development of 
industry according to plan, is naturally 
the Interrelationship between agriculture we counter-posed, 
and Industry. In this sphere, the task 
set has not only not been accomplished, 
but more than that, the leaders have 
forgotten entirely how to pose it cor- 
rectly. Lenin in his day formulated as 
the decisive task of the N. B. P., the 
creation of the economic alliance (smy- 
tchka) between city and country. In 
the course of a number of years the word 
"smytchka" constituted the central point 
of all articles and speeches. We Left 
Oppositionists were accused primarily of 
wanting to destroy the "smytchka" with 
our policy of accelerated industrialization. 
Now, the word "smytchka" Is entirely 
out of use. No one can find it any- 
where in printed articles. If some 
speaker or other should dare recall the 
"smytchka", he would surely be accused 
as a counter-revolutionist. It is consi- 
dered self-evident that the task of the 
alliance between city and country can be 
accomplished by the collectivization of 
the majority of the peasantry alone and 
that this theme does not have to be 
posd any more. The bureaucracy substi- 
tutes also in this question, as in many 
others, the form in place of the content. 
In reality, the administrative collectivi- 
zation has not only not solved the pro- 
blem of the "smytchka", but, at the 
present stage, under the given, concrete 
circumstances, it complicates extraordin- 
arily the solution of the problem and in 



After this non-Communist action was 
brought before the needle trades' fraction 
and the League and after Brilliant was 
called to the trial committee he con- 
tinued to carry on his struggle against 
fhe Industrial Union, by continuing his 
action with the Right wing officials, the 
Forward and the Day. 

These deeds and actions are contrary 
to elementary Communist proceedings 
and outside the bounds of membership 
in the Left Opposition faction of the 
Communist movement. 

—HUGO OBHLER, Organizer. 



literature. This is a warning against ex- 
travagant demands. You will find us 
willing to discuss but hard as nails. 

revolutionarx lessons 

Our English comrades inform us that 
another shipment of Revolutionary Les- 
sons by Lenin is on the way— 20 copies. 
As our comrades may remember the price 
is twenty -five cents. There is no discount 
on this pamphlet. As orders will be 
filled in the order in which they are re- 
ceived comrades who want them should 
order at once. 

ELECTIONS IN GREECE 

Early reports about the elctions just 
held in Greece indicate that the pres- 
sure of the crisis has brought many new 
recruits under' the Communist banner, 
since the party has made considerable 
gains. The Militant will carry the details 
of tlie election in an early number. 



a certain sense, it even impedes it. 

The "smytchka" can be secured only by 
a regulateVl, normal exchange of goodB, 
beneficial to both sides, between city and 
country, between industry and agricul- 
ture. 'Whether this exchange is strictly 
equivalent (in the Marxian sense of the 
word), whether and how much it de- 
viates from equivalence — that we do not 
have to consider at length in this place. 
The question is not posed in this manner, 
in practise. The peasant must receive 
industrial goods for his bread under con- 
ditions not worse than those existing 
under capitalism. That is the extreme 
boundary of the "smytchka". Naturally, 
the latter will be much more firm and 
much more reliable, if Soviet Industry 
begins to deliver goods in exchange for 
the peasant's bread under conditions 
which are not only more favorable than 
in pre-revolutionary Russia, but also 
more favorable than those of the world 
market today. From that moment on- 
ward, the relations I>etween city and 
country, between workers and peasants, 
will have a real protection against world 
capitalism, — not only by means of the 
foreign trade monoply and the Red Army, 
but. by (heir own economic advantages, 
which is more important than anything 
else. 

The Opposition's Standpoint 

We Left Oppositionist* have always 
understood the problem of the "smy- 
tchka" in this manner. For this reason, 
at the time, to the 
empty slogan "face to the village", the 
more serious slogan "industry to the vil- 
lage". For this reason, we have always 
posed the problem of the scissors between 
the industrial and the agricultural prices 
as the one of the foremost Importance. 
In the opening of the scissors we saw 
the most important signs of success or 
failure in Soviet economy and even in 
the solidification of the whole structure 
of the dictatorship. We are returning to 
these ABC questions once more, because 
they arc now consciously being banished 
from the memory of the party. All our 
comrades are fully agreed that the pro- 
blem of the "smytchka" must under all 
clrc n ms lances he pushed to the foreground 
now. The actual realization of the "smy- 
tchka" would signify the elimination of 
coercive measures in the sphere of econ- 
omic relations between city and country. 
The task consists in this: to make it 
advantageous for the peasantry to pro- 
duce as much as possible and to accu- 
mulate ns much of their goods as possi- 
ble so as to get a chance to sell them, i. 
e., to exchange them for the productions 
of the state industry. 

The consolidation of the "smytchka" 
would automatically have to ameliorate 
the foodstuff situation in the cities, not 
to speak of the village itself. In its 
essence, the question of the "smytchka" 
(or in inverted form,— the question of 



the scissors) retains its full force, with 
regard to the individual peasant hold- 
ings as well as with regard to the col- 
lectives. 

The experience gained is sufficiently 
far-reaching to take the results into con- 
sideration and to unfold anew a whole 
series of basic questions. The leadership 
forbids us to pose the problem of the 
"smytchka" in the general form; but 
since the foodstuff shortage has seized 
all of economic life at the throat, they 
are forced in one way or another*, to give 
a practical answer. In doing this, they 
have restricted themselves entirely to 
isolated patch work and to palliatives. 

In the factories, the road toward self- 
sustenance has been decreed: they have 
been ordered to set up their own vege- 
table gardens, their own hog, rabbit and 
chicken raising. On the other hand, it 
lias also been decreed In these same fac- 
tories, to produce, aside from the main 
products, goods of general utility — out- 
side of the plan. The factory directors, 
the technical personnel and the Commun- 
ist nuclei must rake their brains for the 
most part, at present, for ways and means 
of erecting, besides the given, main pro- 
duction a second— in a certain sense 
parasitic produdction. The automobile 
factory produdces spoons and forks or 
even small brushes, hammers, etc. 

These two new fields of economy : in- 
dustry's "own" agriculture and parasitic 
indudstry side by side with main pro- 
duction, are not only conducted outside 
of the framework of the plan, but they 
manifestly undermine its foundations. 
Side by side with the Soviet farms and 
the collectives there is arising a split-up, 
"artisan" agriculture, which deprives the 
workers of a great deal of time and the 
factories (i. e., the state) of many re- 
sources on the other hand, there is de- 
veloping outside, of the bounds of the 
Five Year Plan, artisan production of 
general utility goods in the giant enter- 
prises, once again at the expense of plan- 
ned industry. 

The necessity of an extraordinary agri- 
culture in the factories and of an ex- 
traordinary production of general util- 
ity goods arose due to the catastrophic 
way in which the lack of the "smytchka" 
between planned production and peasant 
eeonomj — the collectivized as well as in- 
dividual sectors — became apparent. The 
solution of the question can in no case 
rent on the means of accidental improve- 
ment, extension, and of the palliatives 
alone. It is necessary to re-examine all 
the basic plans and methods in the dir- 
ection of the amelioration of the dis- 
proportionate relationships, in order to 
achieve a more or less acceptable ex- 
change of goods between city and coun- 
try. — N. 
Moscow-Ijeningrad — M. 
July 1932 

(To be continued) 



Which Part/ Shall the Coal Miners Support 



I. W- O. Expels Three for «Trotsl<yism» 



The following self-explanatory let- 
ter sent by the undersigned to the 
National Ofiice of the International 
Workers' Order has not yet been re- 
plied to. 

At our regular business meeting of the 
I. W. O. John Reed Branch 546, com- 
rade Solomon requested the floor which 
was dented him by the chairman, com- 
rade Hammersmark. The reason given 
was that he was not a member of the 
branch any more. The chairman based 
his ruling on a letter received by the 
branch from the National Office which 
states as follows: 

"Social members are requested to take 
out insurance policy if they care to re- 
main an regular members of this organi- 
zation. They can do by paying up the 
back dues or rejoining the organization 
as new member." 

Comrade Solomon asked the chairman 
whether he was expelled. The reply 
was : "You expelled yourself." The 
name-' of ail social members were then 
read '::Y as follows : Solomon, F. Shevel- 
enko ^ r . Shevelenko, Golden, Dr. Broad 
H. H'i.-.how, J. Mashow. 

Haitle Mashow asked for the floor on 
a special request, which was granted her. 
Her statement was that Solomon and 
Mashow^ will comply with the request 
as s'-atcil In the letter of the national 
office and. as a matter of fact, Mashow 
has already paid part of the back dues 
at the previous meeting. She also added 
that in- view of this Tact we should be 
recogn'/ed as members at this meeting. 
If not, then she considers that we are 
being expelled not for the reason of not 
paying the back dues, but for being in 
sympathy with the program of the Left 
Opposition. In reply, comrade Hammer- 



smark, the chairman, made the follow- 
ing statement — that he personally will 
use everything possible to see that these 
three comrades should not he reinstated. 
The reasons given are — (1) That they 
were too critical of the Communist party 
and the Third International. (2) That 
they are using this organization as a 
platform from which to speak for the 
Left Opposition. 

The chairman was followed by comrade 
Sakular, a member of the executive of 
the branch, branding the comrades as 
Trotskyists and accusing them of doing 
disruptive work within the organization, 
altho he did not have one single fact 
to prove it and he also joined comrade 
Hammersmark in saying that he is op- 
posed to their reinstatement. 

A motion was submitted by comrade 
Tarlow, the former financial secretary, 
that the social members be reinstated at 
this meeting pon paying their back dues. 
The motion was seconded but still was 
not accepted by the chair. Comrade 
Tarlow also stated that it was not the 
fault of the three comrades that they 
became social members as they did so at 
his suggestion. He said that he had 
suggested this with the consent of the 
National Office and also of the executive 
committee of the branch. 

We, the undersigned, in view of the 
above-mentioned facts, consider the rul. 
ing of the chairman of that evening not 
In conformity with the principles of the 
organization or the spirit of the letter 
from the National Ofllce. 

We further condemn and protest 
against the bureaucratic method used by 
the chairman, comrade Hammersark, and 
other members of the executive in dealing 
with members of the branch. 



We condemn such action against com- 
rades on principle as it narrows down the 
I. W. O. to a mere sect. We thoroughly 
understand and approve the necessity of 
the I. W. O. as a workers' fraternal or- 
ganization based on the class struggle 
and recognizing the principles or the 
Soviet Union. 

We realize the Importance of the I. W. 
O. to the working class of the United 
States of America but we consider If this 
organization is to fulfill its historic mis- 
sion it must be of a broad mass charac- 
ter and must govern itself by the prin- 
ciple of democratic centralism. All forms 
of bureaucracy must be ruthlessly put 
down. 

The preamble of the I. W. O. states 
that anyone who recognizes the class 
struggle and is for the defense of the 
Soviet Union, is eligible to membership 
in the organization. This naturally does 
not bar anyone from the I. W. O. who 
does not agree fully with the party tac- 
tica Therefore, any attempt to expell a 
member from the organization due to 
differences of opinion with the official 
leadership of the Comintern and the C. 
P. is unconstitutional and detrimental to 
the growth or the organization. 

We, the expelled members, always 
agreed and now agree with the princi- 
ples and constitution of the I. W. O. and 
always have carried out the Instructions 
of the organization and took a leading 
part In all the activities of our branch. 
Therefore, we demand that we be rein- 
and privileges of members, 
stated in our branch with all the right* 

We, the nderslgned, submit thia state- 
ment to the National Office of the P. W. 
O. in New York, to the District Office in 



(Continued from pate 1) 
into the great battle for the overthrow 
o£ the capitalist system. 

The Capitalist Demagogues 

This is an election year and the air 
is thick with the glib phrases and pro- 
mises of the demagogues of the Repu- 
olican and the Democratic parties. They 
want votes and they will promise any- 
thing to get them. But actions speak 
louder than words. And the actions of 
the Republicans and the Democrats stamp 
them as lieutenants of the capitalist class 
In the body politic, just as Green, Lewis, 
Walker and Co., are the bosses' lieuten- 
ants in the trade unions. Look at their 
records. 

Hoover gives billions of dollars out of 
the government coffers to the railroads 
and the banks, while the millions of un- 
employed starve to death. He promises 
prosperity, talks patriotism and drives 
the hungry veterans from Washington 
with a tear-gas bonus. . Kmmeraon, the 
Hoover of Illinois, unleashes his brutal 
deputies, militia and troopers for a sav- 
age attack upon defenseless men, women 
and chidren thinking that thereby 
he will drive the miners back into the 
pits of poverty. 

And the Democrats *re their twin 
brothers. They can afford to howl at the 
Republicans— it is good politics. But 
their campaign funds come from the 
same capitalist sources — the Hearsts, 
the Youngs, the Raskobs, etc. The not- 
orious Samuel Insull is known to have 
contributed to the funds of both old 
parties. Governor Roosevelt talks of un- 
employment insurance but the nearest 
the New York worker has come to this 
insurance is a two mile long breadline. 



fere in the internal struggle In the min- 
ers union between the rank and file and 
their official" (Lewis and Walker). What 
does this mean? It means giving under- 
cover support to the fakers by not con- 
demning them openly and officially. It 
casts the shadow of doubt into the minds 
of the rest of the working class as to 
the guilt and perfidy of these misleaders. 
The S. P. harbors within its ranks such 
outspoken supporters of Lewis, Walker, 
and the wage cut as John Ilindmarsh, 
Adolph Germer, Richard Glover, etc. 
And this party says it stands for the 
workers ! 

The Socialist Progam 
It declares for a workers' government — 
Socialism. By what methods does it ex- 
pect to take over the mines and the fac- 
tories and the mills for the workers? By 
fhe ballot box — "peacefully". You min- 
ers that marched down to Franklin 
County try to picture this . . . The capi- 
talist class that uses machine guns 
against you to prevent you from getting 
a dollar more per day, is going to hand 
over their billion dollar industries to the 
workers because they cast more paper 



Letter from Party Member 



YOLNGSTOWN. 

Permit me to express my opinion in 
the Militant with regard to the present 
new decrees which my leaders are issuing 
one after another. I have been a member 
of the party for the past six years, ac- 
cepting all the orders which were given 
without question, because I was under _ ___ 

Democratic mayors of Detroit and Chic- thL ' impression that they were leading me ballots. We think nothing 

ago have sent police to murder workers ln tf »' right direction. As a worker I am 

not a theoretician but I always thought 



demanding bread and relief. And in 
Franklin County the democratic sheriff 
swears in deputies to assist the Repub- 
lican troops in their savage assault upon 
the miners. And Judge Horner is silent. 
Like Emmerson he must serve his class 
which is in bitter and mortal hostility 
to the miners. It is the class that revels 
in luxury while the workers have nothing 
to eat. Both these parties have nothing 
in common with the miners, their strike, 
their union. They stand on the side of 
Peabody and the parasitic ruling class. 

Now there Is a third party— the social- 
ist party. It claims to stand for the 
workers and a workers' government— so- 
cialism. Let us apply the acid test of 
deeds to this party as we have to the 
others. The National Executive Commit- 
tee has decided in Chicago "not to inter- 



Chicago and the Executive Committee of 
the Branch and request that action b"> 
taken .upon It immediately. 

Si»cad, H. MASHOW 

S. MAKH0W 

S. *OLOM0N 



that those leaders who never go to sleep 
without mentioning comrade Lenin's 
name are not trying to use his name for 
misrepresenting Marx's teaching. Not so 
long ago I think it was comrade Molotov 
who made a speech and told us that by 
1937 socialism would prevail In the U. 
S. S. R. I accepted as a good Communist 
should, but a few months later I saw a 
new decree that the peasantry were to be 
given a free hand to sell their products 
in the open market. Why all these de- 
crees, comrade Stalin, when socialism is 
being completed in the U. S. S. R.? 

Comrades of the Communist party, I 
am afraid that the Stalin clique is at- 
tempting to use all these methods to poi- 
son the mind of the youth of the U. S. S. 
R. in order to forget the promises about 
building socialism in one country, but let 
me tell you, comrade Stalin, it is too 
late. The youth of the U. S. 3. K. will 
march to victory of the world's revolu- 
tion under tta leadership of tia Thamt- 
dtfriau. 

—A MlUBMt »F TM PARTT 



ballots ! Can we believe these people 
who, like Lewis, have sold out more than 
once throughout the world. 

Jn 1914 the socialist leaders drove the 
workers into the worid slaughter for the 
profits of the bankers and the munition 
makers. In 1918 the German socialist 
leaders invested with the support of the 
majority of the working class did not 
establish a workers' government but turn- 
ed the reins of power back to the capi- 
talists and murdered thousands of Ger- 
man workers for protesting. (Like Lewis 
and (Walker who settle for a wage cut 
after the miners have already voted it 
down). In 192C the British socialist 
leaders of the Labor party betrayed the 
general strike of many millions of work- 
ers and then knifed the miners' strike 
of several hundred thousands. Need more 
evidence be produced to show the de- 
ceptive character of the socialist party 
which steers the workers straight back 
into the capitalist morass after promising 
to lead them into socialism? It is the 
third capitalist party. 

There is but one party which represents 
the workers— the Communist party. The 
Left Opposition (Communist League of 
Amreica) calls upon the miners to vote 
for its candidates — Foster and Ford — in 
this presidential election. 

Communism, which we will achieve 
through our mass strength and the dicta- 
torship of the proletariat is the only 
fundamental way out of this crisis of 
capitalism for the miners as well as the 
rest of the working class. Soviet Russia 
has shown the remarkable achievements 
possible in a land where the workers 
rule. 

The Communists make no bones about 

can be ob- 
tained by ballots except a guage as to 
how many workers are ready to go down 
the Hue for the abolition of capitalism. 

Vote Communist 

The Left Opposition Is aware of the 
blunders of the official party— Stalinism 
—in the miners' struggle as well as else- 
where. It takes no resopnsibility for 
them. It realizes and has pointed out 
the foolish policy of isolation followed 
by the Communist party, it has con- 
demned the indiscriminate name-calling, 
the lies and the slanders hurled against 
the militants of the new union by the 
Stalinists. The Left Opposition states to 
the miners that such tactics are not the 
tactics of genuine Communism. 

The force that represents Communism 
in the coal fields is the Left Opposition 
—in the election campaign the candidates 
upholding the Communist banner are 
Foster and Ford and the party is the 
Communist party. The Communist Lea- 
gue of America calls upon the miners to 
support the Communist candidates 
against the oandUUten af th» tan** «U 
p«rtt«s ! 
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The Miners* Convention 

Ravages of Lewisism; the Position of the Communist Groups 



October the third 'Undoubtedly turned 
the attention of thousands "' miners to- 
ward Gillespie, 111. Even from far away 
Nova Scot in, where the miners have 
completely broken with the Lewis regime, 
taken matters into their own hand and 
organized the Amalgamated Mine Work- 
ers, greetings go out to the constitution- 
al convention of the Progressive Miners 
of America. That is understandable. 
Illinois represents almost the sole solidly 
organized .miners section of some real 
substance left In the field- But whether 
this constitutional convention can make 
a serious beginning toward the solution 
of the all important problems, remains 
to be seen. 

The mine fields today In an organiza- 
tional sense present a picture of fright- 
ful devastation. In 1921 when John L. 
Lewis was solidly entrenched on his 
throne In Indianapolis the U. M. W. of 
A. reached its highest point of growth 
with a total membership of 515,243. By 
Dec. 1928 the number, including Canada, 
had been redudced to 172,632, of which 
83,446 were in the anthracite and 53,088 
in Illinois. Reports from the U. M. W. 
of A. of actual membership have been very 
scarce since; but obviously the drop has 
gone considerably further downward. In 
other' words while in 1921 about 75 per- 
cent of all the soft coal hoisted was 
mined by union labor there is today less 
than 10 percent of the total tonnage un- 
ion mined- What a frightful trail of de- 
struction ! 

How the Miners Were Eliminated 
The method of its accomplishment be- 
comes somewhat clear when one recalls 
how John L. Lewis in the 1922 strike be. 
trayed the 80,000 miners of the Fayette 
and Somerset counties in Pennsylvania. 
These miners had just been organized but 
were in the settlement left to shift for 
themselves and disappeared as an organ- 
ized factor. 

Frank Farrington, who was thn Presi- 
dent of the Illinois district, charged 
John L. Lewis with having received 
bribes to the tune of $750,000 from inter- 
ests closely associated with the Pennsy- 
lvania and Kentucky operators, to break 
the strike. This accusation was made in 
repayment for the Lewis' charge against 
Farrington of having received $27,000 to 
break the 1919 Illinois strike. Undoubt- 
edly both gentlemen were entirely cor- 
rect. And certainly both instances ex- 
emplify, though these alone only ih a 
small measure, what the miners had to 
endure during this kind of a regime. 

To the uninitiated it may appear as 
if the present break in Illinois occurred 
purely on the question of the wage scale, 
that is, the maintainance of the basic 
$6.10 a 4ay scale or the sell out agree- 
ment of Lewis-Wailker for the $5.00 a 
day scale. This is only one of the mani- 
festations. To the miners, though, it be- 
comes a quite important difference when 
one considers that an employed miner 
in the soft coal field is quite lucky to 
average about two working days in a 
week, aside from the large number total- 
ly unemployed. 

The fundamental cause is naturally far 
more deep-seated. It is the very question 
of union organization which is involved, 
and in that sense thousands of miners 
may justifiably turn their eyes toward 
the Gillespie constitutional convention. 
In that sense also the responsibility of 
that convention becomes a far greater 
one. 

The Parties and the Miners 
It is not at all Btrange that the Social- 
ist party officially takes the position of 
neutrality and non-interference In 



attitude. It is duty bound to turf its 
attention toward the unification and fur- 
ther development of all the progressive 
forces, maintaining its criticism of the 
conservative and react onary elements 
within them, but to support the move- 
ment in Its rebellion against the Lewis- 
Walker crew. 

ThoseWho Condemn a "Split" 

The Right wing Lovestone group chips 
in its bit with regard to the Illinois 
miners situation. It says in sum and sub- 
stance in an editorial in the Workers Age 
of Sept. 24, that any idea of uniting the 
anti-Lewis groups outside of the (J. M. W. 
A. would be false and share the same 
fate as the N. W. U., and that a new 
union should not have been organized. 
In other words, according to this advice 
the Illinois miners should be driven back 
again to the U. M. W. A. 

Is this reactionary attitude any bet- 
ter than that shown by the Socialist 
party? Not one whit. The figures cited 
.above, giving the present status of the 



Saturdays All Oat to Union Square 

For Scottsboro! 



The Communist League of America rails upon all its members and sympath. 
izers to participate In tlie demonstration In Union Square, Saturday, October 8, 
at 2 P. M. The demonstration Is to be one of the many called by the I. I- D. 
for thai day throughout the nation, demanding the release of the Scottsboro boys. 

The Supreme Court hearing begins October 10. The demonstrations on Hie 
8th must echo and re-echo throughout the land. The voke of the workers mast 
penetrate the Supreme Court walls. The Scottsboro boys must not die! 

Members and sympathizers of the League are requested to assemble at the 
Opposition headquarters, 84 East 10th Street, 1:30 P. M. Saturday, so thai We can 
go to the Union Square demonstration in a body... All attend! 



Elephant, Donkey and Socialists" 
Compete for Election Honors 



As the election campaign wears on to- 
ward its climax on election day the 
antics of the elephant, the cavortings of 
the donkey, and the darings of the torch 
more clearly reveal the true nature of the 
Ihree parties of capitalism as they swing 
'U. M. W. A., in addidtion to the well-] lnto tae final phase of their strategy. The 



known long series of betrayals by of its 
officialdom, prove, if anything, that condi- 
tions have long been roten ripe for 
a definite split away from this corrupt 
clique. But up till now the subjective 
factor, the membership itself, was not 
sufficiently matured to carry it through. 
Attempts were made, but mostly on a 
false basis. Now, it appears to be con- 
clusive, and at least with prospects of 
heading in the right direction. 

Unity of the mine workers throughout 
the field is the essential problem. That 
can no longer bo accomplished within the 
bounds of the remnants of the U. M. W. 
A. controlled by a reactionary clique of 
capitalist agents of the Lewis-Walker 
types, whose objective is exactly the op- 
posite. The place of the revolutionists is 
undisputably with the rebel movement, 
fighting for its necessary Leftward dir- 
ection and for unification outside of the 
deadening grip of the reactionaries. 

—A. S. 



'"issues" they pounded so heavily in the 
earlier stages of the campaign have gone 
by the board as they scramble madly for 
votes. 

Only a few months ago the Republican 
band-wagon was assuring the country 
that if the engineer was not measuring 
up to the publicity ballyhoo it was not 
his fault. lie was the victim of circum- 
stances over which no man or party 
could prevail. But a series of dramatic 
incidents in which the Communists did 
not play the least role brought out clear - - 
ly the reactionary character 1 of the ad- 
ministration and Its shining light. The 
Hunger March of last December, the 
shootings of workers demonstrating for 
relief in Cleveland, Chicago, Detroit, etc., 
fiocussed attention on the vicious resist- 
ance of the capitalist class and its ser- 
vant-engineer to the demands of the un- 
employed for relief. The nation-wide 
hunting down and deportation of foreign- 
born militants ; the passage of the Dies 



Illinois Conference Opens 

Miners Are Militant but Ri$ht Wing Forces Are Organized 



SPRINGFIELD, ILL.— 

Over 200 delegates, representing at 
least 22,000 miners of all sections Of the 
state, from the terror-ridden southern 
counties (Franklin, Williamson and Sal- 
ine) to the far northern Poor la- Wilming- 
ton fields, assembled In constitutional 
convention to deelde upon the form and 
aims of the organization of coal miners 
to replace the shell of an organization 
left by the Lew is-< Walker-Coat operators' 
combine. 

The opening of the convention on Mon- 
day, October 3 was marked by a parade 
of 3,000 coal miners and their women 
folk. The demand for clean fighting un- 
ionism has reached into elements hither- 
to dormant or nearly dormant. The spirit 
of the we 11 -organized women's auxiliary 
Is distinguished by its militancy. 



break the Illinois miners have made with 
the Lew is- Walker clique. That was to be 
expected. First of all, and this may be 
tiio smallest consideration, that position 
enables them to have their members in 
both camps to fish for votes and sup- 
port in both directions. But essentially 
this cover of neutrality enables the So- 
cialist party to give its support in reality 
to the reactionary camp and help stem 
the Leftward tide of the new movement. 
That part of its role will become in- 
creasingly clear with future develop- 
ments. 

But there should be no less concern 
over the attitude of the official Commun- 
ist party. From a lettef Issued by Joe 
Tasb, the U. M. U. and party organizer 
in the Illinois field, dealing with the 
foundation conference of the P. M. of A., 
we take the following excerpts : "How 
ever, it should be obvious just from a 
glance that the leadership of the con- 
ference succeeded in putting over another 
betrayal of the Illinois miners ..." And 
further', 'This further means splitting 
the ranks of the miners and defeating 
the splendid unity of the Illinois miners. 
It is the same policy that Walker and 
Lewis are known for and which smash- 
ed the U. M. W. A. as a fighting un- 
ion ... " If this be true, then there 
could be no distinction between the new- 
union and the old gang. In that respect 
the party is duty bound to change its 



The convention heard the secretary of 
the West Virginia Miners' Union with 
great attention and evinced their solid- 
arty wth that movement there. The ap- 
plause left no doubt of the position of 
the Illinois miners on the question of 
national unity when Shearer', the secret- 
the a-dy of the W. Va. Miners Union, raised 



this point in his speech. 

The convention was very Jealous of the 
rights of the membership. As a reaction 
to the mandatory fashion of the Lewis 
bureaucracy, this swing to rank and flle- 
ism goes to nearly ridiculous extremes. 
The spirit, however, is very healthy and 
very vigorous in its extreme care for 
democracy. 

As yet no Left wing has appeared in 
the convention. The proposal to hear a 
speaker from the N. W. U. was turned 



down. The first day was only taken up 
with routine business. 

The spirit of the delegates can be shown 
by the fact that many were forced to 
sleep on the floor of the city hall. All 
sorts of vehicles were pressed into ser- 
vice to bring these striking miners into 
Gillespie. The heroism of the under- 
ground, illegal Progressive Miner's of Am- 
erica groups in Franklin County was un- 
consciously and unwittingly expressed by 
the delegates from there. To belong to 
the i: M. A. meaus the loss of the job, 
und relief is automatically stopped. To 
be active is only iwssible by threat of 
life. 

The president, 1'earce, in his opening 
address gave a review of the month's 
activity since the provisional convention. 
The problem of Franklin County and the 
absorption of the miners therein into the 
state-wide strike will be a most import- 
ant topic. 

The Itight wing, however, Is active and 
seems organized. Their refusal to allow 
a speaker of the N. W. U. to speak was 
marked by demagogy, illoglc and the 
conspicuous waving of the red herring. 

The Left Opposition is proposing to the 
C, I>, joint Left wing action. 

— C. C. 

The above is a brief summary of the 
first day's imortant news items. More 
later. 



Scottsboro Case Up 
In Supreme Court 

Only Mass Action Can Save Framed-Up Negro Boys I 




Bill; the nation-wide terrorism against 
the bonus marchers culminating in the 
armed eviction of the bonuseers from 
Washington, make up a record of re- 
action too clear to be explained away 
as the result of circumstances. The Rep- 
ublican boosters are now prating that 
Hoover's policies saved the country. That 
is the only shred of demagogy left them. 

This blind alley into which life has 
forced the Wall Street elephant has given 
the Democrats a great opportunity. With 
windy demagogy they are parading them- 
selves as progressives. They are appeal- 
ing to the "liberal element of the com- 
munity". That is the line of Roosevelt's 
speeches in Iowa, Wisconsin and Detroit. 
The Donkey Brays 

How well the donkey is braying this 
tune will, of course, be decided on Elec- 
tion Day. But this strategy is already 
paying dividends. The New York Times 
of October 3 reports A. F. Whitney, pre- 
sident of the Brotherhood of Railroad 
Trainmen, as saying: "I am supporting 
(Jovrenor Roosevelt because I believe his 
liberal views pertaining to the welfare 
of the masses will result in general pros- 
perity". 

But it Is not alone the petty bourgeois 
strata of the working class, the labor 
aristocracy, which are singing Roosevelt's 
liberalism. Senators and congressmen, 
staunch and not-so-staunch supporters of 
the Republican machine in "normal" 
times, are coming out for Roosevelt. 
They arc alarmed at the Leftward drift 
of the masses, awakening to class con- 
sciousness from the illusion nurtured by 
Hoover and company. A section of their 
political base, the petty bourgeoisie, is 
also moving to the Left under pressure 
of the crisis. These windbags must move 
along with them or be left behind. And, 
finally, they see the handwriting on the 
wall: Hoover and the Republican party 
are going to get a beating. These new 
prophets of liberalism have a been eye 
for their political futures. They will 
lose nothing, they calculate, by climbing 
aboard the band-wagon now. 

The indicated success of the Democrats 
in corralling the "liberal" vote has alarm- 
ed the socialist party. They have been 
making a bid for this vote themselves. 
In their campaign book just issued, they 
make it plain, according to the New York 
1'knes, that they do not advance any rev- 
olt ionary objectives. They limit them- 
selves to reforms within the limits of 
capitalism. Their New York state elec- 
tion program reeks with the same re- 
formism. Jlr. Fuess of the Republican 
party hails the socialist party as re- 
spectable. In the rush for votes the so- 
cialist party leans, not on the working 
class it claims to represent but whose in- 
terests it betrays, but strains itself to 
the right, to allure the petty bourgeoisie 
with its respectability. 

Socialists and Liberals 

To offset the threatened Democratic 
sweep of the "progressive" and ''liberal" 
vote the socialfet party had undertaken 
a mobilization of the more ''radical" lib- 
erals. Together with them it has organ- 
ized the Commitee of 100,000 to support 
the Thomas-Maurer Ticket. The chair- 
man of this melange of philosophers, 
bishops, editors, and economists, is Paul 
Douglas, professor of economy in the 
(Continued on page 2) 



The case of the nine Negro boys who 
were framed in Scottsboro, Ala., by the 
white southern bourbons on a trumped- 
up charge of rape is now approaching a 
tentative conclusion. On October 10, the 
Supreme Cort of the United States is to 
review the case. That the case has gone 
so far Is entifely to the credit of the 
International Labor Defense and the Com- 
munist party which have fought in this 
case with an agitational ardor that is 
truly admirable. 

The Supreme Court is to review the 
case of only seven of the defendants. In 
previous trials the eases of two of the 
boys were eliminated in so far as a Su- 
preme Court hearing is concerned. In 
the case of one of the boys a mistrial 
was declared, as he was a minor. In the 
other ease a retrial was ordered. The 
Supreme Court hearing will, in any event, 
affect all of the nine defendants. 

The agitation carried on in behalf of 



country of the globe. In Chemnitz, Ger- 
many, a number of workers were shot 
while demonstrating for the release of 
the Scottsboro boys. The tour of Mrs. 
Wright, the mother of one of the boys, 
and J. Louis Engdahl through the coun- 
tries of Europe on behalf of the Inter- 
national Red Aid has been of tremendous 
significance in the cause of international 
working class solidarity. From some of 
the European countries they were sum- 
marily expelled. 

No Let-Up! 
But there must be* no let-up now. The 
lag in agitation in recent months, as the 
Communist press now points out, may 
have been unavoidable. But the point 
now is to multiply the agitation tenfold. 
The demonstrations called for 1 by the 
party for October 8, throughout the Uni- 
ted States, must be supported by every 
class-conscious worker. We must not 
leave to the socalled impartiality of the 



the boys has not only had a tremendous Supreme Court the fate of the Scottsboro 
echo in this country but internationally boys. We must demonstrate in mass for 
as well. Agitation for the Scottsboro. our demand that the Negro boys of Scotts- 
boys has been cafried on in almost every' boro do not burn! 

Opposition Youth Calls Scottsboro Meeting 



The Spartacus Youth Club of New 
York will hold a special meeting on the 
case of the Scottsboro Negro boys, whose 
trial comes up before the U. S. supreme 
court on the tenth of this month. The 
dastardly frame-up of these nine innocent 
boys will be analyzed in detail, a history 
of other eases of frame-up in the labor 
movement of this country given, and an 
investigation of the Negro question pre- 
sented. Three speaker's will handle the 
different topics, comrades Craine, Bord, 



and Capelis. 

The date is Friday, October 7, at the 
Stuyvesant Casino, 9th St., and 2nd Ave., 
at 8 o'clock sharp. All members and sym- 
pathizers of the club are urged to attend 
this important meeting. Y. C. L.ers are 
especially invited to be there On Satur- 
day, the Club and its sympathizers will 
participate In the demonstration called 
by the I. L. D. on Union Square in de. 
fonse of the Imprisoned boys. 

All out on Saturday! 



Convict 6th Harlan Miner 

5 Now Serving Life Terms While 37 Others Still Await Trial 



The sixth union miner to be sentenced 
to life imprisonment by the coal barons 
of Kentucky has just been announced. 
His name is Jim Reynolds. The five 
others who are now serving iife terms in 
the Kentucky dungeons are Jones, High- 
tower, Poore, Hudson and Eluie Phillips, 
a Negro miner. All in all there are 43 
miners facing life imprisonment on a 
charge of murder growing out of the 
buttle at Evarts, Kentucky, on May 5, 
1031. The case ot the six already indict- 
ed is under appeal by the state supreme 
court. 

The battle of Evarts came as a cul- 
mination of a feign of terror instituted 
by the coal barons and their hirelings, 
the police. After trying by individual 
shootings and terrorizing to break the. 
strike in Harlan, Ky., the mine owners 
organized a concerted effort to break 
the picket line. On May 5, when the 
mine pickets were attempting to stop a 
truckload of household goods from being 
shipped to strike-breakers in a nearby 
town, three auto-loads of thugs were 
seen approaching. The pickets sought 
cover in the adjacent bushes and be- 
hind rocks. The thugs then opened fire 
by splattering a hail of machine gun bul- 
lets into the bushes and down the hill- 
side. In self-defense some of the besciged 
miners who were armed expecting just 
such an emergency, returned lire. When 
the fighting ceased Jim Daniels, the 
leader of the gunmen, and two other 
thugs were found dead. One miner Carl 
Richmond, was killed by the thugs. Maf- 
fial law was then declared. Forty-three 
people were arrested and charged with 
murder as a direct result of the clash. 
Sixty-three others were picked up and 
charged with criminal syndicalism. 



Program of Action of the League on the Unemployment Situation 



THE NEXT ISSUE OF 
THE MILITANT 

WILL CONTAIN A FULL 
REPORT OF THE 
ILLINOIS MINERS' 

CONVENTION IN 
GIILLBSPIE 



The unemployment situation, which is 
growing continually more acute, presents 
an enormous problem to the American 
working class. With an ever accelerated 
speed this situation helps in the process 
of separating It from its former bour- 
geois political ideology and allegiances. 
On the whole the unemployment situa- 
tion constitutes, particularly by Its' de- 
finite aspect of permanency, an important 
factor in our revolutionary perspectives. 

There are no exact figures available 
as to the size of the unemployed army 
of the country, but even the conservative 
American Federation of Labor estimate 
grants a total of 11,400,000. There need 
be little doubt that the actual figure is 
much larger than this estimate. This is 
quite well borne out by the Department 
of Labor Index figures of unemployment 
based upon returns from 89 manufactur- 
ing Industries. The month of July 1932 
registered the lowest employment per- 
centage yet on record. The index figure 
had dropped to 55.2. The full year of 



1926 is reckoned as 100. 

In this connection It is necessary also 
to take into account the drop in total 
payroll for which the recorded index 
figures are based upon the same Indus- 
tries and with the full year of 1926 
reckoned as 100. The July 1932 total 
payroll index figure was 38.2. 

The disparity shown by the much 
greater 1 drop in total payroll gives con- 
clusive proof to the contention that un- 
employment and wage cuts go hand in 
hand and that the growing unemployed 
array becomes a particular Incentive util- 
ized by capitalism to reduce the standard 
of living of the worker's. In sum and 
substance this situation today within the 
imperialist stronghold reveals the Stag- 
gering working class misery accompany- 
ing the large scale overproduction of cap- 
ital. It shows also the picture of arro- 
gant flaunting of the demands of the un- 
employed workers and brutal suppres- 
sion of their' demonstrations. 



Efforts of the American bourgeoisie to 
issue out of the crisis have not been 
lacking. There is now beginning a mobi- 
lization of capitalist resources to restore 
confidence, within capitalism, in the con- 
tinuity of the process ot reproduction, 
to "expand" credits and to restore a 
profit rate in an endeavor again to re- 
sume the cycle of production. 

Fundamentally these efforts imply, on 
the one band, a greater accumulation and 
concentration of capital, and on the 
other, Intensified exploitation of the 
workers and a further reduction of their 
standard of living. The general results 
can be only that the unemployed army, 
In its main composition, remain perman- 
ently unemployed with its ranks grow- 
ing despite any temporary industrial re- 
vival. 

These are the two outstanding prob- 
lems: (1) Further attacks upon the 
standard of living of the working class 
by wage cuts and speed-up; (2) a per- 
manent, growing unemployed army. This 



holds in store the prospect of increasing 
resistance to the capitalist enemy. The 
perspectives of the unemployment situa- 
tion are therefore intimately connected 
with the coming serious working class 
struggles. 

Communist policies, tactics and slogans 
must particularly take this Into account. 
The tactics and slogans must change to 
correspond with an unemployment situa- 
tion bound to develop in growth, inten- 
sity and sharpness, even with coming 
temporary let-ups. The Communist pol- 
icy is the means by which we aim to 
reach the specific revolutionary goal. But 
in each separate stage of development 
our tactics must lay the correct basis for 
preparation and direction of the next 
one. Wrong tactics lead away from It 
and strengthen the enemy. A correct 
approach to the problem of ameliorating 
the working class needs of today, and 
now so acutely pressing, prepares the 
battles of the rising labor movement to- 
( Continued on page 4) 



The trials of the artested miners have 
been as indicative of American class 
justice as any one could hope to cite. 
In the case of Negro workers brought 
to trial, race prejudice and race hatred 
was the dominant key note stressed by 
the prosecution. In the Negro-baiting 
South a jury composed of petty bourgeois 
whites could 1* relied on to bring in 
the proper verdict — guilty. In the case 
of the white workers, class hatred was 
n rosed in the bosoms o£ the property- 
loving members of the jury by telling 
them hair-raising stories as to the .deeds 
of violence these men had committed 
against property. 

The General Defense Committee of the 
I. W. W. has carried on a courageous 
struggle for these imprisoned, miners. 
Fighting in the bourbon South for work- 
ers imprisoned by the class enemy is no 
easy task. All in all the Geneal Defense 
has stood nobly by the imprlsond work- 
ers. It has been Instrumental in having 
the indictments against five of the min- 
ers dropped. 

Not ail of the General Defense Comlt- 
tee's activity in the strike however can 
be placed on the credit side of the ledger. 
There is at least one important debit to 
record. The General Defense has relied 
too much on the legal aspects of the case. 
In a matter of working class defense be- 
fore capitalist courts, mass agitation and 
pressure is at all times of the utmost 
importance. It should be clear now even 
to the most die-hard of Wobblies, what 
with the mock trials in the courts of 
Kentucky, that extra-legal pressure from 
without by thousands and millions of 
workers can be the most effective weapon 
in fighting for the release of those of our 
comrades imprisoned by our class enemy. 



NEW 
QUARTERS 

On October 15, the League will move into 
new headqaiters at 

126 EAST 16th STREET 
New York City 

THE INTERNATIONAL 
WORKERS SCHOOL 

Will also be located there 

OPENING 
BANQUET 

On Saturday Evening, OCTOBER 15 

Friends ami sympathizers are cordially 

invited. Come and bring your fellow 

workers. Help us realize this for. 

ward step 



-•AGE 2 



THE MILITANT 



SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1932 



Letters from Militants 



All Eyes On 
Davenport 



DAVENPORT, IOWA.— 

For all Oppositionists and Communists 
in general, who are interested in the 
dispute between the Left Opposition and 
Stalinism, the humble city of Davenport, 
standing on the Iowa aide of the Miss- 
issippi ltiver, will become a point of at- 
traction between the hours of 8 to U 
P. M, on Friday, Sept. 30. In those few 
hours an event will take place such as 
has been unheard of since the occasion 
for such "" event was created in 1927 
by the expulsion of the loft Opposition. 
For the first time since the expulsion of 
the Opposition, has the opposition suc- 
ceeded in goading the official leadership, 
of the party into debating us, and over 
the most basic and fundamental principle 
difference, to wit— over the theory ol 
socialism in one country. 

For five years the Left Opposition has 
thundered a challenge to the Stalinists, 
openly to debate our differences before 
the party ranks and the working class; 
and for live years have the Stalinists re- 
fused. Everywhere this challenge was 
thrown into the teeth of Stalinism— In 
the capitals of Europe and the great 
metropolises of the world— and when the 
challenge was finally accepted, it had to 
be accepted in Davenport, of all places. 
Which shows, of course, that in Daven- 
port the party has not as yet been com- 
pletely "bolshevized" '(read Stalinlzed) 
in this respect; and which further proves 
cuat the district office will have to send 
many a bureaucrat to Davenport in or- 
uer to rectify the most "disgraceful" ac- 
tion of one party faction debating the 
other party faction over a principle dif- 
ierence whose importance is so great that 
me whole agenda at world revolution is 
arranged by the stand taken on this dif- 
lerence. But for the present, as long as 
„ne district office remains in blissful 
-suorance of the approaching debate, bear 
m mind that on Friday, Sept. 30, Jack 
„iison, the party section organizer of 
^Avcnport will debate comrade George 
iapcun, newly recruited into the Left 
opposition, over the subject "SOCIAL- 
ISM IN ONE COUNTRY OK WOBLD 
KB VOLUTION.'* An elaborate agree- 
ment as to arrangements and procedure 
has been drawn up and signed by com- 
rades Sekoy and Perron for the party and 
i-apeim and Brady for the Left Opposi- 
tion. 

Condition of the Party 

The party in Davenport and vicinity la 
in a moat deplorable condition. If one 
desires to study the evil effects of the 
Stalinist regime, he should choose the 
weak sections for his study. For in the 
same way as all of the contradictions of 
the capitalist system are most easily dis- 
cerned in the weak links of the system, 
go also do all of the contradictions of 
Stalinism reveal themseves most boldly 
in the weak links. Open party activity 
such as open-air meetings and demonstra- 
tions are very scarce ; all party organiza- 
tions extremely sectarian ; and the ideol- 
ogical level of the membership frightfully 
backward with no attempts to raise this 
level. Naturally therefore the party and 
its auxiliaries are a very negligible fact- 
or in the class struggle, tt'he backward- 
ness of the membership is so appalling 
that the party member is hardly to be 
distinguished from the ordinary worker 
us far as theoretical knowledge goes. 
But of course this condition is by no 
means to be blamed on the rank and file, 
but on the contrary must be attributed 
to the leadership which, being politically 
impotent, can only maintain its position 
as long as widespread ignorance prevails. 
To mention only two instances from 
among the many which show the result 
of the above-mentioned condition: (1) 
Communists hitching themselves to a 
plow and plowing up charity land, later 
selling pictures of this scene. (2) Party 
members in Muscatine participating in a 
strike in the button industry, refusing 
to admit out-of-town Communists to 
speak to and organize the strikers. 

A description of the local situation 
would not be complete without a de- 
scription of the section organizer 1 , Jack 
Wilson. To begin with, his social status 
is surrounded with very suspicious cir- 
cumstances. This individual is the acme 
of Stalinist bureaucracy, ignorance, co- 
wardice, stupidity, rudeness and disloy- 
alty. When shown a draft leaflet to ad- 
vertize the debate, a sub-heading o£ which 
read "Can Socialism be completed in one 
country-— In the Soviet Union" he out- 
Stalined Stalin by demanding that the 
phrase "in the Soviet Union" be stricken 
out, which task of striking out the Op- 
positionists performed with great alacr- 
ity. 

All through the Middle West the bu- 
reaucratic regime has wrought havoc in 
the Communist ranks. The most intel- 
ligent workers were either driven out or 
left the party in disgust at the bureau- 
cratic tactics. Paul Cline, the previous 
D. O. of that district (West of Musca- 
tine), performed such a complete job of 
destruction that he had to he removed 
to another district. Before his removal 
he had managed to cut a wide swath of 
destruction in the party ranks all through 
the Middle West. 

This territory offers good opportunity 
for the Left Opposition. Only the Left 
Opposition can go in and save the Com- 
munist workers from utter despair in 
Communism which they confuse wth the 
bureaucratic administrative acts of Stal- 
inist officials. By persistent work and 
education, the Left Opposition can gath- 
er up the best elements, forge out of these 
workers good Communists and true, and 
thus itrengthen Communism. 

— BEADY. 



Free Speech Struggle 
in Chicago 

CHICAGO, ILL.— 

a new wave of terror has been inaugur- 
ated in Chicago by the red squad of that 
city, in an attempt to place a ban upon 
tree speech, which the working class 
wrested from the iron grip of capitalism 
alter many years oi struggle and sacrifice, 
it is significant that the attack comes 
in the heart of the election campaign, 
when the activity of the Communist 
party haw increased and when the influ- 
ence of the party extends and grows with 
a tremendous rapidity. 

North Ave. and Fairfield St., has for 
some ten years been a gathering place 
tor the workers of the northwest section 
of Chicago to hear the propaganda of 
the numerous workers' parties. It is 
this corner that is the first to be attacked. 

The leadership of the Communist party 
has ■unconsciously paved the way for the 
recent assault by the police. For three 
years the party has pursued a policy of 
disturbing and breaking up of all other 
meetings on the corner. This developed 
a state of almost irreconcilable antagon- 
isms between the individual parties who 
had access to the corner. Much energy 
which the party should have exerted in 
its attack upon the bourgeoisie, was ex- 
pended in antagonizing the rank and file 
of other organizations, much to the pleas- 
ure of the leaders of these groups and 
to the stupendous satisfaction of the 
Chicago police. The police saw in the 
attack of the C. 1'. upon the Proletarian 
party, the I W W, the S L P, etc., 
the division of the working class which 
is so essential to the bosses it they are 
to be successful in their struggle against 
the proletariat. The 'victory' of the C. 
P. in driving all -other working class 
groups from the corner and 'monopoliz- 
ing' it for themselves was short lived. 
The police chose an opportune moment 
for the attack. 

The P. P., being harrassed by the C. 
P. whenever they attempted to speak, 
very cravenly approached the police tot 
protection. The P. P. meeting began; 
the C. P. members heckled and shouted, 
the police rushed to the 'assistance' of 
the P. P., and smashed the heads of 
many worker Communists. 

A protest meeting was arranged for 
the following Saturday and the meet- 
ing met with a similar fate. The police 
spared no one. Not even the old mili- 
tant, comrade Holman, was spared. A 
number of comrades were sent to the 
hospital for treatment. The party launch- 
ed a splendid fight for the corner which 
continued cfor almost 40 minutes after 
which they were forced to retreat. 

A third meeting was called for Sat. 
Sept. 17 on tiio samo eornei\ 8 P. M. 
found the four corners lined with peo- 
ple, nothing short of 3-4,000. The police 
too were very well represented. The 
roof tops had a scattering of the blue 
coats who leveled guns at the crowd. 

On the S. W. corner a Y. C. L. member 
began to speak A small defense corp 
formed around her consisting of Pion- 
eers, I. W. O. youth members, and some 
members of the Spartacus Youth Club. 
How the people managed to leave that 
corner so rapidly is still puzzling in my 
mind. The police came, the speaker 
walked away without resisting and again 
we were lost. 

Some twenty minutes later a battle 
raged of Communists and workers against 
the police. Shots were fired (into the 
air), the crowd was panicky and retreat- 
ed sweeping all the militants with them. 
This was the end of the organized bat- 
tle. Thereafter the polfce secretly arrest- 



The Parties in the Elections 



(Continued from page 1) 
University of Chicago. Among the vice- 
chairmen are John Dewey, chairman of 
the Leage for Independent Political Ac- 
tion; Morris Cohen, professor of philos- 
ophy in City College, New York ; Oswald 
Garrison Villard, editor of the Nation; 
and His Grace, Bishop Francis J. Mc- 
ConnelL There are others. They are of 
the same stripe. 

The organization of the Committee from 
the point of view of the socialist party 
is easy to understand. But what Is the 
meaning of this combination from the 
point of view of the committee? It does 
not stand tot socialism or the social dem- 
ocracy. It has Issued no statement en- 
dorsing the socialist party platform. It 
is not an auxiliary of the socialist party. 
It is not subject to it politically or ideo- 
logically. 

On the contrary it is opposed to so- 
cialism. Sitting in oNrman Thomas' office 
on September 23, Paul Douglas issued a 
statement to the press, in which the New 
York TJmes reported him as "frankly 
conceding his doubts of the ultimate vic- 
tory of socialism in the United States." 
The committee is for a "third party" but 
it does not see it in the socialist party : 
"A large vote for Thomas and Maurer 
will consolidate sentiment for a new 
party — — ". 

What is the game this band of con- 
fused intellectuals is playing? It wants 
to cajole a few reforms from the Hoovers. 
Said Douglas in the same statement: "A 
large vote for Thomas and Maurer' . . . 
wili throw such a scare into the old 
parties that no matter which one wins 
they will make some concessions." That 
is the extent of their pfogressiveness and 
liberalism ! 

But these people are also alarmed at 
the indicated success of the Democrats 
in capturing the "progressive" and "lib- 
eral" vote. They figure that if Roosevelt 
wins the election as a progressive, they 
themselves will have no leg to stand on 
as progressives. But if Hoover gets in 
this will tie a repudiation of lloosevelt's 
"liberalism" and will have them alone in 



ed many of the militants. The fight in 
itself was less stubborn than the two 
precdeing ones. The Chicago working 
class suffered a defeat. 

Here we have a splendid opportunity 
for a iunited front issue with all the 
workers' parties in Chicago fof the Right 
of Free Speech. This, however, was 
made almost completely impossible by 
the activity of the Communist party hith- 
erto (i. e., their breaking up of open 
air meetings of other organizations). A 
united front can be made between the 
party and other organizations only up- 
on the conditions that the party repudi- 
ates its former position toward the other 
working class organizations in regards to 
open air meetings. It can be accomplish- 
ed only If the party condemns its former 
policies, recognizes its mistakes in this 
regard and pledges to conduct a strug. 
gle for the freedom of speech for all 
working class organizations; only upon 
the condition that the C. P. guarantees 
to discontinue its hitherto atrocious and 
non-Communist physical attacks upon 
other working class groups. Jn this the 
party would also be compelled to recog- 
nize the correctness of the Left Opposi- 
tion on this question. 

The Left Opposition will continue to 
fight, as It always has, side by side with 
the Communist party for the right of 
the party to present its position to the 
working class on the street corners and 
elsewhere. And in this strupgle we will 
raise our voices for a united front, for 
freedom of speech, and against police 
brutality. 
Chicago, Sept. 21, 1932. 

—NATHAN GOULD. 



the field as the "progressive" opposition. 
That is the meaning of Douglas* state- 
ments that: "'I think tha we can get more 
out of the election of Hoover with a 
big vote for Thomas, than out of the 
election of Roosevelt with a small vote 
for Thomas" ; and : "We won't get a Lib- 
eral-Conservative line-up till we smash 
the Democratic party." 

Because of their confusion, of their 
lack of a clear political program on a 
class basis, these people are brought to 
a ( pass in which they are forced to desire 
and to lend objective support to the re- 
action they ostensibly set out to figth. 

To be sure we bold no brief for the 
donkey, any more than we do for the 
elephant or the socialist party. All three 
are the handmaidens of capitalism. Bach 
party plays its role in the class struggle. 
The reactionary nature of the Iloover- 
Bepublican line is now clearly establish- 
ed for large sections of the masses and 
the petty bourgeoisie. The equally re- 
actionary role of the Democratic remains 
to be established on a national scale. The 
treacherous nature of the socialist party 
leadership must also be established. 

From every street corner, in every Com- 
munist organ the story of this unprinci- 
pled combination of the socialist party 
with the "Left" petty bourgeois intelli- 
gentsia must be told and retold. 

— T. STAMM. 



Tour for Unser Kamf 

This Thursday, Oct. G, comrades Sylvia 
Bleeker and Morris Lewit set forth on 
an extensive tour that will take them 
as far West as Minneapolis. The purpose 
of the tour is to lay a firm foundation for 
our Jewish organ, Unser Kamf. The 
method the comrades will employ in es- 
tablishing this firm foundation will be 
to organize Unser Kamf Clubs where no 
such clubs exist now. Where Unser Kamf 
Clubs are already established, comrades 
Lewit and Bleeker will see to it that 
they are placed on an even firmer founda- 
tion. 

The first stop on the comrades' itiner- 
ary will be New Haven. Then in the or- 
der named will come Boston, Montreal, 
Toronto, Hamilton, Buffalo, Cleveland, 
Youngstown, Detroit, Grand Rapid s, 
Chicago, Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Des 
Moines, Kansas City, St. Louis, Pitts, 
burgh, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Trenton 
and Newark. The tour is to last two 
mouths. 

As can be seen this is to be quite an 
extensive trip. The undertaking at the 
present time is of tremendous signific- 
ance. At no time in the brief history of 
our movement has the needs of a Left 
Opposition organ in the Jewish tongue 
been of such singular importance as 
now. 

The future success of Unser Kamf rests 
to a large extent on the results of the 
tour now undertaken. It is up to the 
comrades— members and sympathizers — 
of the various cities that comrades 
Bleeker' and Lewitt will visit to make of 
this tour a tremendous success. 



STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, 
MANAGEMENT, CIRCULATION, ETC., 
REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF CON- 
GRESS OF AUGUST 24, 1812. 

Of THE MILITANT published weekly 
at New Y'ork, N. Y. for October 1, 1932. 
State of New York es 

County of New York ss 

Before me, a notary public in and for 
the State and county aforesaid, person- 
ally appeared Thomas Stamm, who, hav- 
ing been duly sworn according to law, 
deposes and says that he is the Business 
Manager of THE MILITANT and that 
the following Is to the best of his know- 
ledge and belief, a true statement of the 
ownership, management (and If a daily 
paper", the circulation,, etc., of the afore- 
said publication for the date shown in 
the above caption, required by the Act 
of August 4, 15112, embodied in section 
411, Postal Laws and Regulations, print- 
ed on the reverse of this form, to wit: 

1. That the names and addresses of 
the publisher, editor, managing editor, 
and business managers are : 
Publisher: The Communist League of 

America (Opposition) New York, N. Y. 
Editor : Max Shachtman 
Business Manager: Thomas Stamm 
Post Office Address: 84 East 10th St., 
New York, N. Y. 

2. That the owner is: (If owned by a 
corporation, Its name and address must 
be stated and also immediately thereun- 
der the names and addresses of stock- 
holders owning or holding one per cent 
or more of total amount of stock- If 
not owned by a corporation, the names 
and addresses of the individual owners 
must be given. If owned by a firm, com- 
pany, or other unincorporated concern, 
its name and address, as well as those 
of each individual member, must be 
given. ) 

The Communist League of America (Op- 
position) ; 84 East 10th St.,' New York, 
N. Y. : Martin Abern, 84 East 10th St., 
New York, N. Y. ; James P. Cannon, 84 
East 10th St., New York, N. X; Max 
Shachtman, 84 East 10th St., New York, 
N. Y.; Arne Swabock, 84 East 10th St., 
New York, N. Y. ; 

3. That the known bondholders, mort- 



gages, and other security holders owning 
or holding 1 per cent or more of total 
amount of bonds, mortgages, or other 
securities are: None. 

4. That the two paragraphs above, 
giving the names of the owners, stock- 
holders, and security holders, if any, 
contain not only the list of stockholders 
and security holders as they appear upon 
the books of the company but also, in 
eases where the stockholder or 1 security 
holder appears upon the books of the 
company as trustee or in any other 
fiduciary relation, the names of the per- 
son or corporation for whom such trustee 
is acting is given ; also that the said two 
paragraphs contain statements embrac- 
ing affidant's full knowledge and belief as 
to the circumstances and conditions un- 
der which stockholders and security 
holders who do not appear upon the 
books of the company as trustees, hold 
stock and securities in a capacity other 
than that of a bona fide owner ; and this 
affiant has no reason to believe that any 
other person, association, or corporation 
has any interest direct or indirect in 
the said stock, bands, or other securities 
than as so stated by him. 

THOMAS STAMM, Business Manager 
Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 4th of October 1932. 

M. 'R. KEEFE, Notary Public 
(My commission expires March 80, 1933) 



New Headquarters Banquet 

The drive for the International Work- 
ers School has taken another step for- 
ward when we engaged the school head- 
quarters at 12G East 10th Street, just off 
Irving Place. We will open the new 
school headquarters on the 15th, and be- 
tween now and then we will have a crew 
remodeling the place. We are arranging 
for an office, class rooms and form. Last 
year we were forced to engage outside 
halls for classes and forums. This loca- 
tion will enable us to centralize all of 
o£ our activity for' the coming season, 
untli we outgrow the place. The new 
school headquarters means wo arc tak- 
ing another step forward. 

Will you help us in this activity. You 
can do your' part. We must obtain a 
fund of $300.00 for the International 
Workers School and the new headquar- 
ters. If we do not obtain this fund- — our 
plans will not be realized. We urge you 
to send in your contributions at once. 
Enrollment for the classes is now in pro- 
gress. Send in your enrollment to J. 
Weber, or come down to the office at 
84 East 10th Street. 

We are planning an opening affair for 
the new headquarters. On Saturday, 
October the 15th, we will have a house 
warming party. A BANQUET with ex- 
cellent food prepared by the Greek com- 
rades. Dancing and entertainment will 
follow. Watch for further anouncement. 
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Oar Club Plan 



WE'RE OFF. 

A comrade from Chicago who modestly 
signs himself, H. A., has sent in the 
first club of four subs. One Militant 
Builder does not make a successful cam- 
paign any more than one swallow makes 
a summer. But this is only the first 
green shoot showing Its head above 
ground. Watch the oak tree grow 1 

Don't only watch. Go out among your 
friends, our sympathizers, and workers ; 
and fill up a few club plan blanks your- 
self. That's the way to increase the 
circulation of our' paper. 
THE CLUB PLAN 

Some comrades seem a little unclear 
on exactly what the club plan is. The 
club plan is a scheme to offer workers 
a fifty percent reduction in the price of 
a half-year sub in clubs of four or more. 
The regular price for a half-year sub of 
twenty-six weekly issues is $1. In clubs 
of four or more at one time it is $.50 per 
sub. 

Look at the blank below. It provides 
for fouf names. You can approach a 
worker and sign him up for a half-year 
sub. Ask him for only fifty cents. Do 
not send in the sub yet. Wait until you 
fill up the blank with the names of three 
other workers. You should now have $2, 
for the four subs. Send it In together 
wtih the filled-out, club plan blank. You 
are now a Militant Builder. 

Now see how flexible the idea is, to 
how many uses it can be put. Suppose 
one of the workers you approach is a 
little better off than others. Suppose 
he can afford to pay a dollar for the sub. 
Explain the club plan to him and ask 
him to subscribe at the old rate. Write 
his name down on the blank for a fifty 
cent, club plan sub. And enter the name 
of a worker who cannot afford even fifty 
cents for a sub, for the other' fifty cents. 

Now suppose you catch a subscriber 
who has had a run of work of four or 
five weeks and can afford a donation of 
say, two dollars. Ask him for the money 
and enter the names of four workers who 
want the Militant but cannot afford to 
subscribe. 
SUBS FOR THE MINERS 

Now suppose you do not know four 
workers to whom you want the Militant 



sent. Suppose you don't know any. Just 
send in the blank with two dollars and 
we will send the Militant for twenty-six 
isses to four workers. Be sure to put 
down your name -as you are a Militant 
Builder in this case as well as in the 
others. 

That is what we want to do for the 
miners in Illinois. Out there they have 
been battling the coal operators and 
Lewis and company since last April 
Many of the miners are on the verge 
of starvation. They certainly cannot af- 
ford to subscribe. But they want to read 
the Militant. And we cannot afford to 
give the paper away free. If we were 
able to we should place a copy of each 
issue in the hands of every miner In 
Illinois and every worker in the country. 

So, if you want to help the miner's 
reach class consciousness ; if you want 
to advance the cause of Communism; if 
you want to spread the ideas of the Left 
Opposition— get suhs for the miners! 

THE JUBILEE ANNIVERSARY ISSUE 
Esewhere in this issue we explain the 
significance and the details of the Jubilee 
Anniversary Issue. Here we want to 
announce that to the comrades who sends 
in the largest number of club plan subs 
between now and the Anniversary Issue 
we will give the only copy we have on 
hand of a rare work — "The Proletarian 
Revolution in Riussia" by Lenin and Trot- 
sky. It is out of print. Money cannot 
buy it from those comrades fortunate 
enough to own a copy. 

Here is something to work for. If 
you want it, get busy! It is sure to 
stir to life a comrade or two in Minnca- 
I>olis, whose past performances proclaim 
them to he formidable opponents. An- 
other high-batting, sub getter is equally 
certain (o be vitalised by the itch to own 
this bood, a denizen of Chicago, comrade 
Sacharow. Bt they will have to step 
fast and keep it p because with the club 
plan idea catching on it's a fight to the 
finish. 

They're off with II. A. away to a clean 
start. Is someone going to head him into 
the home stretch and across the tape, or 
is he going to win in a walk? Watch 
next week's issue! 
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Militant Jubilee Anniversary Number 



November 15 will mark the fourth an- 
niversary of the appearance of the Mili- 
tant. Much has happened In the inter- 
national revolutionary and labor move- 
ments since our comrades published that 
historic document on November 15, 192S, 
"For the Russian Opposition — Against 
Opportunism and Bureaucracy in the 
Workers (Communist) Party of America! 
A Statement to American Communists by 
James P. Cannon, Martin Abern and Max 
Shachtman." 

The course of the movement in this 
country and abroad has been more than a 



little inflenced by the stinging criticism 
and concrete Marxian platform of the 
American League and the International 
Left Opposition, its ebbs and flows have 
been discussed and analyzed in the col- 
umns of the Militant. 

November 15 will also mark the fourth 
anniversary of the publication of the first 
installment of comrade Trotsky's great 
work, "The Draft Program of'the Comin- 
tern", now out of print 

The November 12 issue of the Militant 
which is closest to the 15th will be a 
Jubilee Anniversary Issue. It will be 



devoted to a review of Four Years of the 
Militant. 

But the Militant is not only the organ 
of the American League. It is a part of 
the press of the International Lett Op- 
position. We expect to carry greetings 
Jrom comrade Trotsky and our brother 
sections. 

Wo will also feature greetings from 



our comrades, sympathizers, friends and 
auxiliary organizations, as well as work- 
ers' organizations sympathetic to us. The 
rate for a single name will be $.25. For 
a one-column-wide, one-Inch greeting — $1 
—for a two-inch greeting — $1.75 ; for & 
five-inch greeting— $3.00. 

Send in your name with a quarter 
at once. Use the blank below. 



THE MILITANT 

84 EAST 10th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Enclosed find for which please enter 1 my greeting In the Jubilee 

Anniversary Issue, November 12, 1932. 

Name Address 



City state 
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League Replies to Weisbord Letter 



(Continued from previous issue) 
Weisbord denied the existence of Cen- 
trism in the Communist movement and 
characterized the Stalinists and Love- 
stoueites indiscriminately as "Right 
wing" groups, and then to make confu- 
sion worse confounded he placed the 
Communist League in the same category. 
That is why he had so much difficulty 
in deciding which group to Join. That 
is also the principal reason why he de- 
manded that the Left Opposition and the 
ltight wing should "work together", and 
way he himself tried it, in the "Textile 
Unity Committee", with such disastrous 
results. 

The present attempt to evade a serious 
correction of this basic error by denying 
that it was ever meant that way, or" by 
maintaining that "the whole question 
seems to be one of name" (as though a 
precise attitude toward a political tend- 
ency is possible without denning it) does 
not square with the previous program- 
matic declarations on the subject, con- 
tinuously repeated in the conflict with 
us and contrasted with our "sectarian- 
ism" in rejecting them. In his article In 
the Militant lor September 15, 1930 
Weisbord expounded his theory as fol- 
lows: 

"However, it seems that comrade Trot- 
sky is incoi rect in designating the strug- 
gle between Bucharin and Stalin (and 
the national groups around them) as 
one between Right and Centrist tendenc- 
ies in the Communist movement. It is 
in reality a struggle between two forms 
of the Right. But philosophically and 
politically the conception of a Centrist 
COMMUNIST wing Is wrong. Centrism 
can be used as designating Socialists 
but not Communists. This was Lenin's 
usage of the term. Practically, it gives 
the illusion that the Centrists are more 
to the Left than the Right and that Cen- 
trists are more easily swayed and have 
no Teal policy of their own." 

It is quite obvious from the foregoing 
that between this viewpoint and that of 
the Left Opiiositiou there was no mere 
difference in words but in analysis, and 
consequently In the conclusions deriving 
from it. On the basis of this formula- 
tion, as well as the practical proposals 
repeatedly, made, comrade Trotsky was 
entirely correct in saying to Weisbord: 
"You are concerned to efface the differ- 
ence between the official party, the Right 
wing fraction (Lovestone group) and 
even the American League. This makes 
it easy tor you to remain in an eclectic 
position and defend youf right of a bloc 
with the Lovestone group." 

The reply ot the Weisbord group to 
Trotsky's letter "emphatically denies the 
implications" of this estimate, and 
further denies ever having proposed a 
bloc with the Right wing. Again the pre- 
sent contention is refuted by the previous 
declaration and proposals. In this 
same article in the Militant referred to 
above there follows from this analysis 
of the groups the following conclusion: 
"At the same time all Communist 
groups must work together on the basis 
of the recognition of the Communist 
character of each group. The Communist 
Majority Opposition group and the Com- 
munist League group by working togeth- 
er can help to reestablish mass work and 
to resist the violent tactics of the party 
officialdom. They can help to separate 
the Communist movement as a whole from 
the Mcnsheviks and can deal a death blow 
to the theory of Fascism and social Fas- 
cism, thus winning the advanced workers 
to a Leninist conception of party dem 
oeracy. Only such a working together 
of Communist groups (only this!) can 
raise those fundamental principles of 
Leninist organization that can reconsti- 
tute an International of Lenin." 

If this is not a bloc with the Right 
wing, what would such a bloc look like? 
How hopelessly the Communist League 
would have compromised itself before the 
Communist workers and before the In- 
ternational Left Opposition by the ac- 
ceptance ot such a platform! It ought 
to be i>erfectly clear now to everyone, 
including Weisbord, that the League 
National Committee was right in main- 
taining that such conceptions had noth- 
ing in common with the Left Opposition. 
We saw in this the crux of our conflict 
with Mm and still see it that way. Most ^--A-» 
of the other differences flowed from this. 
In our reply (Militant, September 15, 
1930 > we said: 

"It is with comrade Weisbord's pro- 
posals on the various groups in the move- 
ment that the Left Opposition has its 
sharpest disagreement. Advocacy of such 
views by a leading comrade is contrary 
to all we .stand for . . . That is false 
from beginning to end." 
And further: 

"How can we, the Marxist wing of 
the movement, unite with the semi-Men- 
shevik wing .(a bloc which under pre- 
sent conditions would mean a movement 
directed against the official Communist 
movement) in order to 'separate* the 
Communist movement as a whole from 
the 'Menshevik'? How can a bloc with 
the Right wing 're-establish mass work', 
when It Is the whole philosophy of the 
Right wing that has brought the Com- 
munist movement into such Isolation from 
the masses (Chinese revolution, British 
general strike, India, etc., etc.), into op- 
portunistic swamps from which Centrism 
is now trying, ineffectively, to issue by 
means of. the ultra-Leftist rope? 

"Such a policy, combined as it is with 
comrade Weisbord's entirely false esti- 
mate of Centrism (his denial of it, in 
fact), is the shortest road to destruction 
for tbe Left Opposition and a disavow- 
al of its historical function." 

From the preceding alone, It is obvious 
that Weisbord has not sufficiently reveal- 
ed the source of his own fundamental 
error in this key question, the nature 
of it, or even the fact that It existed in 
the form In which he really presented 
and Interpreted it. Without clarity oa 
this score, thefe Is no assurance whatso- 



We print here the final installment ot 
the statement ol' the National Committee 
of the Communist League of America 
(Opposition), on the Weisbord group's 
reply to comrade Trotsky. 



ever against the recurrence of the utterly 
false conceptions entertained byjWelsbord 
or against the introduction of them into 
the ideological stream of the League. We 
consider necessary a more candid and 
iess ambiguous re-statement of comrade 
Weisbord's position on this point. 
THE QUESTION OF MASS WORK 

The formula behind which Weisbord 
continues to take refuge from the attacks 
upon his false positions in principle, is 
■'mass work". The Opposition has never 
been and is not today able to agree ki 
any sense or to any degree with the 
standpoint in this question advanced by 
Weisbord prior to his recent statement. 
In Weisbord's conception, the question ot 
the Opposition's work among the masses 
was made an inseparable part of his idea 
of a bloc between tbe Marxian Left and 
th* Rignt wing liquidators. It is for 
this reason, and not because of our "sec- 
tarian opposition" to "mass work" that 
the League steadily rejected, and still 
does, the crude program advocated by 
Weisbord. As Trotsky wrote in January 
11)31: 

"Certain comrades— to be sure, only 
individual ones (in thft literal senBe of 
the word) — speak for a bloc with the 
Lovestoneltes in the name ot . . • 'mass 
work'. It is hard to imagine a more 
ridiculous, u more inept, a more sterile 
project than this. Do these people 
know at least a little of the history of 
the Bolshevik party? Have they read the 
works of Lenin? Do they know the cor- 
respondence of Marx and Engels? Or has 
all the history ol the revolutionary move- 
ment passed them by without leaving a 
trace? Fortunately, the overwhelming 
majority of the American League has 
nothing in common with such ideas." 

And again, in his recent letter to 
Weisbord, comrade Trotsky again points 
out that "mass work" as such does not 
exist us a question to be disputed in the 
ranks of the Left Opposition, but is in- 
dissolubly bound up with a correct posi- 
tion in principle, which Weisbord did 
not possess and which, consequently, 
vitiated his whole conception and 
dered it sterile and reactionary : 

"Mass work must be on the basis of 
definite principles and methods. Until 
the time that, in a number of fundament- 
al questions a necessary unanimity will 
be attained, disputes on 'mass work' will 
inevitably remain lifeless." 

And. several months ago, comrade Trot- 
sky pointed out in his letter' to Weis- 
bord, just as we had 'done in our dis- 
cussions with him : 

"Before one turns to the masses, one 
must construct a principle basis. One 
begins as a propaganda group and de- 
velops in tbe .direction oi mass action." 
(Militant, November 23, 1931.) 

The Communist League at no time op- 
posed mass work as such, but we always 
considered the question as part and par- 
cel of the means ot the organization, its 
resources, the concrete situation of the 
moment, the relation of forces and above 
all, the fundamental principles of our 
faction. This is evidenced by even a 
cursory knowledge of the past of the 
League. In Minneapolis, virtually at the 
inception of the League, when all our 
energies were bent upon the ideological 
and theoretical front, the Opposition even 
went so far as to present its own candi- 
date for Mayor in opposition not only to 
the bourgeois candidates but also to the 
Stalinist nominee, a step taken upon the 
basis of our estimation of the concrete 
conditions of the time and. place. This 
holds for several other 1 campaigns under- 
taken by the League in that locality. In 
the case of the three indicted New York 
Marine Workers, despite the active op- 
position of the official party (and unfor- 
tunately, of Weisbord himself), the 
League took the initiative in organizing 
the movement for their defense and bear- 
ing the largest part of the work in their 
behalf. In Illinois, not for the erst time, 
the League is even now engaged in its 
own independent campaign to advance 



the views of the Left Opposition among 
the miners in the present strike and new- 
union situation. 

In the first years of Its- existence, the 
League was of necessity obligated to bend 
all its energies to the task of marking 
iteelf otf organizationally and, above all, 
ideologically from all the other currents 
in the proletarian movement, especially 
from the Right wing and the Center, 
as well as from all confusionlst and ac- 
cidental streams. We had struggles in- 
ternally, sometimes of an acute nature, 
in order to attain the necessary degree 
of clarification in principle — against the 
advocates and tendencies of a second 
Communist party, against semi-syndicalist 
elements, and other currents of an equal- 
ly destructive nature. Especially, these 
circumstances inexorably and necessarily 
shaped the main characteristics of the 
League's activity. 

There is no doubt that conditions are 
now maturing for a turn. The intensive 
propaganda work carried on by the 
League has borne fruit in the consolida- 
tion of the initial cadre of the Left Op- 
position which is the pre-requlslte for the 
movement to "develop in the direction of 
mass action". The latter is an imperative 
necessity. But it stands in no contradic- 
tion to our past concentration upon pro- 
pagandists activities; on the contrary, 
the turn to mass work which must now 
be made could be accomplished only upon 
the basis of what has gone before it. As 
long ago as December 12, 1931, the Mili- 
tant declared in speaking about the ex- 
pansion of the press of tbe League: 

"The roots of our movement are 
spreading wide and going deep. In all 
these developments we see the proof that 
the conditions are maturing for a trans- 
formation of the form and character of 
our organization. There Is reason to be- 
lieve that we are on the way toward 
breaking out of the narrow confines of 
a purely propaganda body." 

At no stage in our development has our 
aim and perspective been akin to a sec- 
tarian abseutiou from the general class 
struggle, nor was our propaganda work 
ever conceived as an end in Itself. We 
regarded It as the absolutely essential 
preliminary means for a successful ap- 
proach to the masses in a revolutionary 
sense. 

We do not And ourselves in agreement 
with that part of comrade Trotsky's let- 
ter to,Weisbord. if it is to be given the in- 
terpretation placed on it by the latter, 
which says : "Let us admit, for a minute, 
that the American League lacks this or 
that possibility in mass work, I am ready 
to admit that your group would be able In 
that respect (I. e., mas work) to com- 
plete the work of the American League." 
Even in this hypothetical form it is nec- 
essarily based upon representations or 
Weisbord rathe* than upon our concrete 
experiences with him. 

In this respect, the "Textile Unity 
Committee", constituted as an anti-party 
bloc between ,Weisbord and the Love- 
stone group, is a shining example. Had 
the League adopted the Insistent propos- 
als of Weisbord for "mass work" as con- 
strued by him, It would have discredited 
itself, blurred the lines between itself 
and the Right wing instead of making 
them stand out more clearly and raised 
the authority o£ the Lovestone faction. 
Yet this is precisely what Weisbord did 
by his T. U. C, against our most com- 
radely contrary advice. The influence 
he had among the textile workers of 
Puterson went entirely to the profit of 
the Right, wing partner In the bloc, and 
under the circmstances, had to go there. 
The T. U. C. was the springboard for 
the Right wing to the position it sub- 
sequently gained in the Paterson strike. 
Weisbord bears a share of the responsi- 
bility for this, although it must be said 
that he later broke the alliance and tried, 
during the Paterson strike in particular, 
to repair the damage. But the damage 
itself, and the policy which inevitably 
produced it, is the important aspect of 
the whole point. 

We do not believe that the Weisbord 
group has a special formula for work in 
this field, or a special contribution to 
make, and we are in general opposed to 
the conceptions expounded by him on this 
subject. By this we do not aim to deny 



that the addition of the Weisbord group 
would add to the iorces,of the League, 
even if not fundamentally, and by that 
increase its capacities to expand its ac- 
tivities in direct and more extensive par- 
ticipation in the class struggle as well 
as m the other phases of iLs work. 
•X'HE TACTiC Of THE 
WElSliORD GBOUi? IN 

trmt.it ncEsnoNS 

Weisbord s letter raises a number of 
questions wmen we ao not consider 
Luuuaiueutui tor 'he present discussion, 
wmeu is calculated uol for u solution of 
mi tne questions in dispute, and cer- 
tainly not tnose of secouu. and tenth or- 
uer out sotely ior tne quintessential 
^unncutiou oi the basic questions oi 
p.mwu.e, That is why we omit from 
couawieratiou or eveu mention, on this 
occasion, many oi the points dealt wltn 
in tne letter ot Weisoord. it is impos- 
sible to pei-mii. these issues to pusn into 
t ue oucK B round tnose which we consider 
primary, 'ihus, .Weisbord raises among 
wnat nu designates as "decisive ques- 
tions" of dispute with tne opposition, 
certain points rroni wncli we take one 
as au example: "is it nut -decisive that 
a League should De run by people who 
voluntarily turn over tue uawes aud ad- 
dresses ot meiuDers und sympathizers, 
suuscriDei's to tneir paper, to the United 
Stales government ?" 

'l'tus is a sample of that distorted, ludi- 
crous and talse ' -criticism" wmch mud- 
uleu up tue discussion of the basic ques- 
tions and heightened the antagonisms 
against Him. What he refers to Is the 
met that postal regulations require a 
ulmg oi prooi oi circulation, etc., with 
tne autuoiitius at the time ot applying for 
convenient second class mailing privileges 
— which has been done by the entire labor 
press m this country for decades. Near- 
ly lour years ago, at the lime the Aliii- 
uuw applied for second class status and 
rates, tue initial orders from various parts 
of tne country were presented to the 
postal authorities in compliance with gov- 
ernmental regulations as proof of circula- 
tion. This has been done by all working 
class papers, witnout anyone, at any time, 
navmg made an issue of it In the labor 
movement— for such an issue would have 
met with the ridicule which Weisbord's 
present accusatou justly merits, lie could 
just as logically ouject to the liling of 
Communist petitions to put candidates on 
tne ballot, for they are signed, with names 
and aduresses, by thousands of workers 
sympathetic with the radical movement. 
We do not like the olhcial regulations, 
uut without the strength as yet to abol- 
isn them we adapt ourselves, for the 
sake of legal agitation, to bourgeois 
statutes, frankly and without apologies. 

Similarly with the Negro question, on 
which we allegedly have no position. This 
is not true. The League has taken a 
position on the fundamental aspects of 
the Negro question. The accusation of 
Weisbord is "true" exactly, and only, in 
so far as the League has not taken a 
stand on one phase of the Negro problem: 
the slogan of. self-determination in the 
"Black Belt", a subject upon which, the 
League has beeu conducting an internal 
discussion and will soon come to a con- 
clusion. It is certainly not the merit of 
the League that it has spent such a pro- 
tracted period in arriving at a conclusion 
on this question, but if Weisbord had 
used greater deliberation and caution, it 
is possible that he would not have arriv- 
ed at so thoroughly false a position as 
he has in his own thesis. Neither the 
American party nor the C. I. ever con- 
sidered this phase of the Negro question 
here of such decisive importance, from 
1919 to 1928, as to utter a single word 
on it, and it was raised only four years 
ago by the Stalinist apparatus as their 
improvement upon the Leninist stand- 
point. 

More important than these secondary, 
exaggerated or non-existent issues, is 
such a question as Weisbord's conduct 
during the Marine Workers' Defense cam- 
paign, and toward comrades of his own 
organization with whom he was in dis- 
pute. In the former case, Weisbord took 
a position which, from the class stand- 
point, we still hold to be incompatlblo 
with the basic principles ot class solid- 
arity against the class enemy. His step 
of bringing his own comrade Into court, 
called forth the sharpest condemnation 
from the League, and rightly so. From 



Archives of the Opposition 

«$ociJism in One Countr/» 



The central theory of Stalinism, 
around wmch vevotve or from which em- 
anate all the false policies which it de- 
lends, is the idea oi -socialism in one 
country". At one time, iu the early days 
ul the struggle ol the ttusslan Opposi- 
tion against this nationalistic revision 
of Marxism, Stalin, wnen confronted 
with an overwhelming array of excerpts 
trom the socialist classics, admitted that 
the question of the possibility of cou 
atructmg a socialist society in one coun- 
try was first raised by Lenin in lylS. Tne 
implication was that up to that time the 
prevailing conceptions w Marxian c-ir- 
uies ran counter to the theory. Since the 
expulsion ol the Opposition from the 
party, Stalin and his satellites have rid 
tneuiselves of the need ot any apologetics 
wr the tneory, or ol any quaiiiicatioiis. 
it is now auvauced, not as a revelation 
urst handed down from Mount Slaim iu 
' rjzi, nor even us au innovation urst in- 
trouueed into Marxism by Lenin in 1915, 
uut as au essential loundation stone of 
Marxism as such. 

We have frequently had occasion to 
present our readers with countless quo- 
tations ircin the works of Marx, Iflugels 
and Lenin which categorically contradict 
this Utopian — by your leave —theory. 
iNot a tow of the pre-lite* writings of 
liucharin and Stalin are available which 
speak u* a matter of course concerning 
tue impossibility ot constructing an in- 
dependent, nationui socialist society. 
To add to this iengthy collection, we pre- 
sent here a signiiicaut passage from the 
pampniet by the iiussiuu Marxist, A. 
xashchenko, "Socialism and Internation- 
alism", published in Moscow in 1907, and 
quoted approvingly m the -History oi 
tne Fir. international" ipage 11) oy G. 
M. oteaioK, the Bolshevik historian: 

•-from the economic point ot view, the 
characteristic leature Oi socialist organi- 
zation is unity in economic reiationsuips. 
m place ol tue extent system of produc- 
tion— devoid o£ 'oruer, pian, ana method, 
tntireiy suuoiuinated to cnance, competi- 
tion and the struggle of interests— so- 
cialism will create order and stability, 
rue work of proauctiou wilt then be in 
tne hanas ot tne whole community, as a 
unihed economy ; and it will be directed 
oy tne central authority . . . The near- 
est thing to such a cohectivtty can only 
be the btate, altuough even the establish- 
ment ot an isolated socialist State does 
not ot itself imply the introduction of 
complete order and harmony into econ- 
omic lite. In that case competition and 
the economic struggle between the various 



States will continue, and this competition 
will perpetually disturb the internal har- 
mony of their relationships, for under 
the present conditions of the life of man- 
kind, it is impossible to conceive of a 
State as economically Isolated and Inde- 
pendent. In fact, it is impossible to 

Imagine the existence of a national so. 

cialist State amid States organized upon 

the individual system." 

Fortunate is Ynshchenko that he did 
not live and write under the Stalinist 
dispensation ! For what he, as well as 
ail Marxists, took for granted as impos- 
sible, has not only been made "possible" 
by decree of the Secretariat, but those 
who question the correctness o£ the new 
theory are free to meditate on their 
doubts in tho prisons and places of exile 
to which the bureaucracy dispatches the 
Left Opposition. — S. 



On Hopelese Idiots 

On August 21, 1019, Lenin wrote: 

"Either tlie dictatorship (that is, the 
iron power) of tbe landowners and the 
capitalists, or the dictatorship ot the 
working class. There is no middle ground. 
In vain do the iordiets, would-be intel- 
lectuals and petty gentlemen, who have 
learned badly iu bad books, dream about 
u middle grouud. Nowhere in the world 
is there a middle ground or can there 
be one. Either the dictatorship of the 
bourgeoisie, covered with tlie pompous 
phrases of S. It.'s and Mcnsheviks aoout 
the power of the people, the Constituent 
Assembly, freedom, etc.— or the dictator- 
ship ot the proletariat. He who has not 
learned this from the history ol the whole 
nineteenth century is a hopeless idiot." 
(Works, Volume XVI, page 300.) 

What about the "democratic dictator- 
ship" which Stalin and Bucharin in- 
cluded in the program of the Communist 
International 'i It is obvious that the 
democratic dictatorship, it it differs from 
the dtctatorshp ot the bourgeois and the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, must 
stand somewhere between the two. But 
Lenin declares to us that "there is no 
middle ground", that only "petty gentle- 
men wiio have learned badly" cau dream 
about a middle ground, or worse yet, 
"hopeless idiots". Can it be assumed 
even for a minute that theoreticians of 
these two categories had a hand in the 
program of the Communist International? 



this we have nothing to retract. The 
Left Opposition distinguishes itself by 
a scrupulous adherence to the funda- 
mental concepts of class solidarity under 
all circumstances and can not tolerate the 
slightest departure irom them in its 
ranks. 

"UNlTi:" MANEUVERS OF 
fttilSBORD 

The partial turn which the Weisbord 
group has made toward the International 
Left Opposition, and thereby toward the 
Communist League, has to a consider- 
able extent been vitiated by the paltry 
maneuvers in which he has since en- 
gaged in the name of unity with us. 

He began with proposals to us for 
"united tronts" on single and subsidiary 
questions when the problem was the 
clariii cation ot his principled position to 
be made in a preliminary statement of 
his group in which, as comrade Trotsky 
advised, he would '"attentively revise 
your baggage so as to take care to un- 
cover by that not only your manifest 
political faults but also the historical 
and principled roots of these faults." Be- 
fore issuing this necessary statement, 
he called a public meeting to which mem- 
bers of the League were invited to dis- 
cuss the question. Without any formal 
proposals to the National Committee of 
the League, and before any public de- 
claration of a change in his position, he 
addressed himself to tbe branches of the 
League over the head ot the National 
Committee with the request that he be 
invited to "discuss" the question ot unity 



JAPAN 

Its Rise from Feudalism to Capitalist Imperialism 
and the Development of the Proletariat 

By Jack Weber 



(Continued from last Issue) 
II. The Dearth of Raw Materials 

Without ample coal and iron reserves no 
country can aspire to a place of first 
rank among modern industrial powers. 
Lacking In adequate home reserves of 
these essentials, Japanese capitalism Is 
under the Imperative necessity of Import- 
ing them from abroad. In this respect 
and more generally, Japan ranks with 

Italy. 

Influence of Iron Ores 

In 1028 Japan produced 8% of the total 
iron ores she consumed. Of the 92% she 
imported 11% came from Japanese col- 
onies and the remainder mainly from 
China and Straits Settlement. The 
known iron ores of the Far East, in- 
cluding Japan, Korea, Manchuria and 
China, are so small in quantity that if 
Japan were to consume these ores at 
the per capita rate of the U. S. the en- 
tire body of ores would be exhausted in 
15 years. Manchuria has reserves whose 
metallic content is equal to that of Ger- 
many or of Great Britain, but these ores 
are of such low grade that they are hard- 
ly reckoned as ores In the U. S. Large 
outlays are necessary for the extra op- 
eration of preparing them for use since 
they must first be chemically treated to 



obtain a higher concentration of metal. 
Thus no solid metallurgical basis exists 
for a steel industry of enduring import- 
ance. Nevertheless, despite the cost 
handicap, Japan maintains her steel In 
dustry through tax exemptions, high sub- 
sidies and protective tariffs, obviously 
for armament purposes. The government 
arsenal founded at Yawata in 1900 pro 
duces 1-2 the steel used by industry but 
operates at a serious loss each year in 
spite of the high rates charged for the 
steel products; for example, round steel 
bars costing $43 to 551 per ton are sold 
In Germany for $25 to $30. Japanese 
capitalists submit quite willingly to this 
handicap to strengthen imperialist mill 
tarism which aims first of all to seize 
those parts of Asia which can supply 
basic raw materials and food. 
The Problem of Coal 
Measured in terms of coal produc- 
tion, Japanese Industry is far from an 
advanced stage. The output Is 1-2 ton 
per capita as compared with over 4 1-2 
tons for the U. S. and over 5 for the 
United Kingdom. Even If we include 
hydro-electrie power (converted to tons 
of coal) Japan's position Is not Improved. 
The coal reserves of all Japan are only 
118 tons per capita, less even than those 



of British India, and far below the 
4,070 tons for Great Britain and the 
27,500 tons for the U. S. To make mat- 
ters worse the coal that Japan does 
possess, while good as bunker coal on 
ships, Is unfit for coking and therefore 
unfit for steel production. The high 
cost ot coke is a ma5or problem for the 
Japanese steel industry and renders her 
competition in this field utterly Impossi- 
ble under present technology. The cost 
of coke per' ton of pig iron In 1S27 was 
$3.25 in the U. S. and $7,50 in Japan. 
Only in China (with its 2,200 tons per 
capita reserves) is there coking coal in 
the Far East and even there not In large 
amounts. 

Coal mining Is far more difficult in 
Japan than In the othef capitalist coun- 
tries as the seams lie much deeper and 
are thinner. Less machinery being used, 
the output per miner is less. Thus each 
miner produced 1-2 ton per day in 1025 
as against 4 1-2 tons for the U. S. Nor 
is this cost made up by cheaper labor 
— the output being 1-9 as great but the 
wages being 1-5 those in the U. S. 
Textiles 
Barred from rapid progress in the 
heavy industries by her lack of the nec- 
essary raw materials, Japanese capitalism 
has been forced — for other reasons as 
well— to turn to the lighter textile in- 
dustries. Yet even here Japan is forced 
to import cotton, the raw material of 
greatest Importance to her manufactur- 
ing. Supplied with an abundance of raw 
silk, Japan is nevertheless not a great 
manufacturer of silk but rather a source 
of raw material for the U. S. 
dustry. 



It is above all this poverty in raw ma- 
terials that makes Japan a debtor na- 
tion, hyper-sensitive to world market 
conditions, unstable financially owing to 
difficulties of international payments. 
IH. The Imperialist Struggle lor Markets 
Japanese feudal- capital ism entered the 
world arena even later than German Im- 
perialism and her struggle for markets 
commenced at the very birth of her 
capitalism, particularly in competittion 
with the powers In China. China and 
India, with half the world's population, 
form a fabulous market. But India is 
pre-empted by England. More than any 
other power Japan depends on foreign 
markets, for no other country exports 
so large a percentage of the total produc- 
tion of goods. The desperate effort of 
Japanese imperialism to subjugate 
China as a colony to function as market 
and as source of raw material, is the re- 
flection of the stifling action of capitalist 
world economy on the further growth of 
Japanese productive forces. But China 
is also essential to U. S. capitalism and 
Chinese capitalists desire to exploit the 
home market themselves. Young as is 
Japanese capitalism, it has. already pass- 
ed through many crises and has had to 
limit its productive capacities again and 
again due to the competition for mar- 
kets. Japanese capitalism is faced with 
the task of carving out its own markets 
by seizing China or by wresting colonies 
from the established powers. This exter- 
nal struggle manifests the desperate ef- 
fort of the feudal-capitalist combination 
to maintain the Inner exploitation of the 
silk In- workers and peasants. 

| (To he continued) 



directly with them, attempting thereby 
once more to apply the well-known tactic 
of the "united front from below". This 
disruptive strategy which violated the 
whole essence of tho engagements he un- 
dertook and the warning of comrade 
Trosky that "before everything, you must 
keep clearly in mind that the road to 
the International Left Opposition leads 
through the American League; a second 
road does not exist"— bas very properly 
encountered the solid rejection of all the 
branches of the League. 

If Weisbord sincerely wishes to ap- 
proach the League in the spirit of un- 
ity, it will be necessary for him to alter 
tfiis strategy and retrace his steps in this 
respect. The Communist League is an 
organization and must be dealt with 
seriously as such through its duly con- 
stituted organs. 

The National Committee of the League 
emphasizes thiit it is desirous of consum- 
mating the unity of the Left Opposition 
with the Weisbord group wilh the great- 
est celerity, of putting no petty obstacles 
in the road but, on tlie contrary, of faci- 
litating the rapproachment to the extent 
that considerations of principle permit. 
It is ready to have aside small and 
secondary qestions for the moment, to 
refrain from converting them into condi- 
tions for unity, in the sense that within 
the framework of one organization the 
normal processes of internal democracy 
will permit a discussion and satisfactory 
solution of all the questions which still 
divide Weisbord from the League. But 
on the basic questions, the National 
Committee cannot and does not propose 
to make the slightest concession which' 
would only militate against the sound- 
ness and future progress of the Opposi- 
tion. 

Impelled solely by those considerations, 
the National Committee views the pro- 
blem from the point of view that the 
next step must now be taken by the 
Weisbord group. This step and what 
follows from it, we conceive as follows : 

1. The Weisbord group, on the basis 
of the present statement of tlie Commun- 
ist League, should reconsider its reply 
to comrade Trotsky and elaborate such a 
declaration as ill more seriously and 
more satisfactorily constitute a revision 
of its ideological baggage, especially on 
the ijuestions of Centrism and the bloc 
with the 'Right wing. We do not regard 
its letter to comrade Trotsky as ade- 
quate, for the reasons outlined In this 
statement, and we deem a restatement by 
the Weisbord group an essential prelim- 
inary to further steps of unification. 

2. Upon the basis of the statement by 
the Weisbord group which we propose in 
the preceding point, the National Com- 
mittee will request representatives of the 
"Communist League of Struggle" to be 
selected for the purpose of holding a 
joint meeting at which a formal discus- 
sion of the respective standpoints ot the 
League a*id the Weisbord group may be 
discussed with the aim of arranging both 
the remaining points of difference— which 
we hope wiil be reduced to a minimum 
at that stage—and any organizational de- 
tails that may be involved. 

—NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
COMMUNIST LEAGUE OF 
AMERICA (OPPOSITION) 
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The criticisms levelled by the Opposi- 
tion agaiust me Stalinist leadership lor 
the organizational imd ideological devas- 
tation it has produced in the ranks of 
the party, have never been met by our 
opponents. On the contrary, from time 
to time, under the pressure of the events 
themselves or the discontentment of the 
comrades in the ranks, the Stalinist offi- 
cials have been compelled to make ad- 
missions which confirm to the hilt every 
one of oar criticisms. A case in point is 
tht official internal bulletin of the New 
York district committee of the Commun- 
ist party. We take some excerpts at 
random from its leading article: 

"It is a known fact tliat the life pf the 
units is very sterile and dead." 

Could a more damaging confession be 
made in a more oil-handed maimer? The 
Communist party should be distinguish- 
ed from all other parties in precisely this 
respect, that is, in the existence of a 
virile, productive internal life at its base. 
In the revolutionary proletarian party 
there is no class distinction between lead- 
ership and ranks, there is no need of a 
leadership which must convert its follow- 
ers into dumb, footweary cattle. The ab- 
sence of this distinction serves as a terri- 
fic arraignment of those responsible— the! 
leaders. For how can the life of thej 
party units be other than sterile when 
the initiative of the ranks is systematic-, 
ally crushed for fear that its unfoldment 
may disturb the papal domination exer- 
cized by the bureaucracy? How can the 
"lite" in the ranks be anything but 
"dead" when the bureaucratic leeches 
confine their activities largely to bleed- 
ing the party of every vital element? 

For years now, the party leaders have 
promised a change in thin system by 
jneans of the biggest fraud since Bar- 
num's white elephant: Stalinist "self- 
criticism", i. c, the practice ot finding 
scapegoats in the second, third and fourth 
ranks for the crimes committed by the 
first rank. But the disease is not rooted 
below— that is only where its effects are 
manifested most disastrously ; it has its 
seat at the top. Like fish, the Stalinist 
hierarchy begins to decay und stink at 

the head. 

• t • • 

"The general understanding of the .mem- 
bership of political and economic events 
in the District", continues the bulletin, 
"is at an extremely low level." 

Nor can it be other-wise. The Com- 
munist party at its birth was to distin- 
guish itself from the social democracy 
and the syndicalists by vigorously com- 
batting that contempt for theory which 
was practically the only "theory" toler- 
ated in those movements. In the post- 
Lenin period, the Communist movement 
was inundated, with that "unprincipled 
practicalism" against which Lenin in- 
veighed so contemptuously, and which has 
received the acme of its expression in the 
Stalin faction. 

A leadership which has played dueks 
and drakes with such fundamental tenets 
of Marxism as its teaching on the class 
role of the State (China, "democratic 
dictatorship of the proletariat and pea- 
santry", etc.), as the independent role 
of- the proletarian party (subordination 
of Communism to Sun Yat Senism and 
the Kuo Miu Tang, the masquerades of 
Muenzenberg, Barbusse, Stalin and Co.), 
as internationalism and its economic and 
political implications ("socialism in one 
country")— to mention but a few of the 
points in which Stalin contributed only 
revisionist conceptious-HSUch a leadership 
could scarcely be expected to do anything 
but bring to "an extremely low level" 
the "general understanding of the mem- 
bership of political and economic events." 

Can a wolf instruct its cubs in vegetar- 
ianism? Can a catholic priest teach his 
flock the truths of evolution? Can a 
witch-doctor teach savages the elements 
of science? Can the man who is up to 
his neck in a swamp lift another to a 
safe and higher point? That is how the 
Stalin school teachers can raise the ex- 
tremely low level of the general under- 
standing of the membership. 

More: the raising of the level of the 
membership of the party will be accom- 
plished at exactly the same rate that 
the party bureaucracy is kicked out of the 
place it has usurped. Between these two 
forces in the party theVe is no liarmon- j 
lous link; there is a fatal conflict, a 
gnawing contradiction which can be eli- 
minated, only by an upheaval from below. 

• « • * 

.."Our trade anon work", we read fur- 
ther on, "despite the objective favorable 
situation is lagging far behind ... We 
have not developed any real struggle in 
the A. P. of L. . . . This Bulletin will 
give concrete aid in this work." 

If the aid to be furnished the party 
members by the editors of the Bulletin 
and their associates in the leadership, is 
of the same caliber as the aid given in 
the past, then the prediction may be 
freely ventured that next year's Bulletin 
and the resolutions of next year's Central 
Committee Plenum will contain the same 
lamentations about mysterious failures of 
the party. Here, for example, is the 
warning given as early as two and a 
half years ago by the March 31, 1930 
Plenum in an obscure reference made in 
the "Resolution on Party Fractions": 

"Party fractions must be established 
and must be engaged in active work in 
all A. F. L. unions. All tendencies to 
neglect work in the A. F. L. unions must 
be sharply condemned and corrected". 

Similar admonitions have not been lack- 
ing in the intervening period, nor will 
they be in the future. Nor, furthermore, 
will the work of the party in the A. F. 
of L. be improved one hair's breadth 
thereby. And that for the simple reason 
that the naked instructions: "must be 
established", "must be engaged", "inuBt 
be sharply condemned", have' proved 
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to be quite meaningless without a 
fundamental correction of the party's 
analysis cf the trade union problem in 
this country. The hierarchy may con- 
tinue to establish and engage, to condemn 
and correct until the stroke of doom, but 
the party will not advance one step in 
the reactionary unions until it proceeds 
beyond administrative orders of a tech- 
nical nature and into a political altera- 
tion of its line. 

Who is responsible for the party's com 
plete isolation in the reactionary .unions 
whun the two principal resolutions of 
the March 1930 Plenum do not by as 
much as one single word (literally!) 
mention the i need of working within the 
A. F. of L.? Is such an attitude con- 
ducive to the proper fun»tioning of the 
Communists among the mass of organ- 
ized workers? In the thesis on the "Eco- 
nomic and Political Situation", we read 
about "the reformist organizations and 
elements, some of which (A. F. of L.) 
are outright Fascist" (page 11) ; that 
(only!) on the basis of the Trade Union 
Unity League will the party be able to 
assume the leadership of these economic 
struggles" (page 20) ; that it "has been 
a mistake on our part (hear, hear! sell- 
criticism ! ) that we did not sooner' clear- 
ly unalyze and characterize the open 
Fascism of the A. F. of L." (page 33). 

Is there any wonder that with such an 
analysis and perspective, th« party's 
fractions in the A. F. of L. (they can be 
counted on your thumbs) "have not de- 
veloped any real struggle in the A. F. 
of L-"? 'What progress in this direction 
could be made by a Communist worker 
who, in his A. F. of L. local, would have 
to repeat after the blockheaded theses 
writers : This is an outright Fascist un- 
ion and we can move ahead only on the 
basis of theT. U. U. L.? 

But have no fear, the marauders are 
still at work, The doctor who reported 
that his "patient was Improving" until 
she died ... of improvements — cannot 
even compete with the directors of the 
Party Builder who promise to "give con- 
crete aid in this work". A little more 
concrete aid of the type they have given 
in the past and the poor patient. . . . 
• * • ■ 

"The straggle against social-Fascism In 
the district", we note finally, "is in an 
extremely weak shape. Despite the re- 
peated acts of treachery of the social- 
Fascist leaders, we have been unable to 
develop any real struggles and exposures 
ot these people . . . The Bulletin will give 
leadership and guidance. . . . " 

One would imagine that after the 
record rolled up by them in the past, the 
party chiefs would be more modest with 
their offers of leadership arfd guidance. 
But we are dealing here with people who 
have lost all sense of proportion and 
place. The party has now been shouting 
itself hoarse against all species of "so- 
cial-Fascism" imaginable. It has fought 
u furious battle in a vaccuum of its own 
invention. And yet, "despite the re- 
peated acts of treachery", the Bulletin 
observes with a puzzled air, no real 
struggle or exposure of the reformists 
has been developed. Why? The Bulletin 
scarcely bothers to attempt an explana- 
tion, it simply recommends more "persis- 
tent exposures" and volunteers Its leader- 
ship and guidance. 

But the question is important and re- 
quires an answer. How have the "social- 
Fascist" demagogues been able to make 
the steady headway which even the Stal- 
inist sascs can no longer ignore? Essen- 
tially because of the enormous blunders 
which the party leaders have chalked up 
to their account. Especially in the period 
of the crisis, when the weakened work- 
ing class feels most acutely the need of 
all its forces to resist the capitalist of- 
fensive, the Stalinists have met their as- 
pirations and appeals with a scornful 
rebuff. The workers who have not yet 
developed to Communism increasingly 
gain the conviction that the Commun- 
ists put their own party interests above 
the interests of the class. To answer 
them with the trite phrase that the party 
has no interests separate from those of 
the whole proletariat, means to substitute 
what should be, for what actually is. 

In this whole period of the crisis, the 
party had unexampled opportunities to 
champion the fight for the united front 
of the working class. By forcing the re- 
formist leaders to tho wall in every con- 
crete question of struggle, the party 
would have had chance after chance to 
break the workers' present allegiances 
and win them to Communism on the 
basis of concrete experiences through 
which the workers would then pass to- 
gether with their own leaders and the 
Communist leaders — experiences which 
would give them the best possible op- 
portunity to judge which group is su- 
perior. 

Rut the Stalinists, who only yesterday 
lay In tho arms of Chiang Kai-Shek and 
A. A. Purcell, were overcome with such 
a tremendous wave of remorse, you see, 
that they now indignantly reject any un- 
ited front with the reformist organiza- 
tions or leaders. From the ivory tower 
of splendid isolation to whieh they have 
retired, they choose to hurl down anath- 
ema and vocal thunderbolts upon tjje re- 
formist demagogues. The only trouble 
is that the mass of the workers shrugs 
its shoulders, In despair, in Indifference, 
or in contempt. Sueh exposures have 
just about the same practical political 
value as the campaigns of the socialist 
muckrakers in the pre-war days : they 
set no appreciable mass of people into 
motion. The "social-Fascists" continue 
their "repeated acts of treachery", the 
struggle against them continues to be 
"In an extremery weak shape", and the 
Stalinist bailiffs at the head of the 
party continue to be, we suppose, the 
v ry essence of Bolshevik wisdom, straln- 



(Contlnued from page 1) 
morrow. 

The Conditions of the Movement 

There is not yet in the United States 
a serious unemployment movement of a 
national character ; and hence to set the 
workers into motion around this issue 
still remains the task. It imposes a seri- 
ous duty upon the Communists. But it 
is precisely in this respect that the offi- 
cial Communist Party has failed despite 
the fact of masses, responding to its early 
demonstrations. This is entirely due to 
the false policies pursued. At a time 
when serious preparations on a broad 
basis and mass propaganda were re- 
quired the party frittered away Its op- 
portunity in adventurist extremes. The 
objectives of Its demonstrations were 
characterized by the slogans: "Fight the 
I>oliee" and -'Conc/uer the streets", which 
almost entirely isolated the Communist 
vanguard and left the workers disinter- 
ested in the party appeals. From this 
the party swung to the other extreme, to 
opjiortunist methods of lighting for un- 
employment relief, as, for example, the 
purely parliamentary petition campaign 
for the social insurance bill, not to 
speak of the almost exclusive centering 
of the struggle against petty cheating and 
thieving of local relief agencies and los- 
ing sight of the large objectives. 

In regard to the organizational prob- 
lem the party at first pursued the sectar- 
ian method of arbitrarily harnessing the 
unemployment movement within the ex- 
tremely narrow framework of the T. U. 
U. L. It Imposed upon it all sorts of 
bureaucratic limitations. While the force 
of objective reaiity and the weight of our 
criticism have compelled the party to 
abandon its extreme adventurism and the 
most sectarian organization methods, 
many of the above mentioned false pol- 
icies and bureaucratic limitations still 
remain. This presents a picture today, in 
the fourth year of the crisis, where 
workers who were attracted to Commun- 
ism have been expelled by the thousands; 
and where most of the once organized 
and party controlled Unemployment Coun- 
cils are non- functioning, some in the pro- 
cess of dissolution and some have en- 
tirely disappeared. Many workers who 
were attracted to the Communist Party 
have therefore again left its ranks in 
disappointment. 

The Social Reformists and the 
Unemployed 

With the decline of the party control- 
led Unemployment Councils other unem- 
ployment organizations have arisen, main- 
ly on a local scale, under leadership of 
the social reformists. There are, for 
example, the Citizens' Unemployment 
Leagues in the State of Washington, in 
Superior, Wisconsin, and the miners' un 
employment movement of West Virginia 
developed under the direction of the 
Musteltes. There are also the unemploy- 
ment leagues organized by the Socialist 
party In some cities. The first mentioned 
have attracted broad masses on a local 
scale because ot their "practicalness" of 
securing measure of relief largely by the 
methods of mutual self-help. All of these 
movements reflect the pressure of the, 
working class, but being essentially re- 
formist In character, they are taking the 
direction either of practical parliament- 
ary (reformist) politics or purely mutual 
self-help societies, in some instances 
promulgating the false illusions of run- 
ning the industries for capitalism to 
create jobs. 

While it is perfectly clear that neither 
direction will lead to a seiious fight for 
relief at the expense of capitalism, and 
not at all show the way out of the un- 
employment situation, nevertheless these 
movements are becoming effective instru- 
ments in the hands ot the reformists to 
attract the workers and to contest the 
Communist party for mass leadership. 
They are becoming serious contenders. 
The headway they have made so far Is 
in no small measure due to the false 
policies and the bureaucratic blunders of 
the party which, it should be remember- 
ed, at first held sway over the movement 
of the unemployed. 

This proves conclusively that the course 
of the American working class, even its 
unemployed section, is not at all yet 
decided in favor of Communism. It flows 
In both directions, both the revolutionary 
iind the reformist. Inevitably, however, 
the deception and the impotency of the 
reformist leadership will stand out more 
clearly in the more serious and the more 
decisive situations and therefore con- 
stantly offer new opportunities for Com- 
munist leadership, provided the party 
can learn to advance the demands and 
slogans which will attract masses, set 
them into motion and lead In a revolu- 
tionary direction. But to do that effec- 
tively the Communists must also penetr- 
ate the reformist unemployment move- 
ment to fight for the revolutionary pro- 
gram. 

An Unemployment Program of Relief 

An unemployment program must of 
necessity be in harmony with the ele- 
mentary needs of the situation. As such 
it must present Immediate demands and 
ygitation slogans which appeal to the 
broad masses by offering means of tem- 
porary amelioration. They cannot offer 
a solution In themselves and should not 
be so designed. They are by the very 



ed twice through cheesecloth and silk. 

The reformists make progress, the party 
stagnates, the trade amion work lags be- 
hind, the life of the units is sterile, the 
work among the Negro masses is at a 
standstill — but the party leadership is as 
inviolate and impeccable as the College of 
Cardinals. Aren't people with such a re- 
cord of achievement just the ones to com- 
plain Irritably about the extremely low 
level of the general understanding" of the 
membership? Thank God somebody in 
the party is on a different level. 

—M.S. 



nature of the class struggle strictly lim- 
ited to the character of a partial help. 
But they must also become a help to 
unite the workers on the basis of their 
common interests and to set them into 
motion against their class enemy. These 
demands and slogans cannot solve the 
problem. There can be no solution to 
the unemployment problem under capi- 
talism. Its solution can be found only 
in the proletarian revolution; In our 
agitation and struggles we must alwaye 
make this clear. 

Approaching the fourth year of the un- 
employment crisis the question of imme- 
diate relief has become a matter of life 
and death necessity for the American 
workers. The growing hunger and want 
has been met only by the miserable, de- 
basing charity rations. This must be 
substituted by immediate governmental 
relief, federal, state and municipal. By 
virtue of its pressing necessity this de- 
mand stands in the forefront as one which 
brooks no delay in organizing the fight 
for its attainment. 

The permanent feature of the unem- 
ployed army, however, makes imperative 
the advancement as an immediate objec- 
tive also of the demands for a system of 
unemployment insurance, the cost of 
which is to be borne by the state and by 
the employers. That it can be obtained 
only by mass pressure, by tenacious 
struggle against and over the opposition 
of the capitalist rulers, has been made 
amply clear by all experiences so far. 
The capitalist way out of the crisis is 
the opposite one, the one of forcing the 
working class to shoulder the whole 
burden. The reformist way of unemploy- 
ment insurance is the one of all classes 
alike carrying the cost and awaiting 
their mutual voluntary consent, which 
cannot be expected from capitalism. But 
(his is only so much more a reason for 
the Communists to make this demand a 
class demand and a fighting demand, one 
which must bring the broad masses with- 
in its scope. 

The Problem of the Shorter Workday 

The scourge of unemployment threat- 
ens all workers and is a problem of the 
class as a whole. Unity of the employ 
ed and the jobless is therefore essen- 
tial. That must be taken into account 
in a programmatic sense. When keep- 
ing in view the perspectives of a stand- 
ing unemployed army and a developing 
workers' struggle resisting the further 
attacks upon their standard of living, 
the necessity of advancing the slogan for 
the shorter workday assumes additional 
importance. The concrete slogan must 
be "the six hour workday, the live day 
week, without reduction in pay." 

The workers' struggle for the shorter 
workday Hows from the contradiction be- 
tween the constantly developing produc- 
tive forces and the enormous surplus 
labor power. The employers are now en- 
deavoring to reorganize this relationship 
at the workers' expense. Hence the bosses 
and their government are advancing their 
stagger plan proposals of the shorter 
workday with a corresponding reduction 
of the standard of living. This the Com- 
munist forces must counteract correctly. 

The demand for the six hour workday, 
fhu five day week, without reduction of 



pay is today a propaganda slogan ad- 
dressed directly to the working class for 
it to adopt to become a slogan for action. 
More than any other demand this has the 
quality both of offering real and tangi- 
ble improvement of the workers' condi- 
tions and of moving them Into action. 
Hence it will meet with serious opposi- 
tion from the employers. But its ad- 
vancement today as a propaganda slogan 
will help to prepare for the struggles of 
tomorrow. By virtue of this it becomes 
the slogan of the working class offen- 
sive. The demand for the shorter work- 
day is the most fundamental of all im- 
mediate demands from the standpoint of 
class relations. It possesses the yuaiity 
of welding the unemployed and employed 
workers alike into united efforts for its 
attainment and for the advancement of 
(heir struggle on a class basis. The Com- 
munist forces must take upon themselves 
particularly the duty of arousing the ex- 
isting labor unions and workers' organi- 
zations and unite them in a powerful 
movement for the shorter work day. 
Large Scale Credits to the Soviet Union 

An unemployment program must give 
correct attention to the worid-wide char- 
acter of the unemployed crisis which em- 
braces the whole of the capitalist world. 
To that appears the enormous contrast 
of the Soviet Union teeming with activ-' 
ity of industrial construction, but ser- 
iously hampered by the difficulty of ob- 
taining sufficient credits from the capi-' 
talist countries with which to buy the 
materials needed from the world market. 1 
This is still a decisive issue before the 
Communist movement. It involves es- 
sentially the question of the internation- 
al working class objective. It offers the 
opportunity of definitely uniting the needs 
of the Soviet Union with the immediate 
aims and demands of the proletariat in 
the capitalist countries. Therefore, the 
proposal of the Left Opposition to demand 
large scale credits from the capitalist 
world to the Soviet Union, remains as 
correct and as imperative as when first 
advanced. 

In the United States this becomes a 
particularly potent demand. Here Is a 
superabundance of credits available. The 
further success of the great industriali- 
zation progress of the Soviet Union is 
bound up with the Eaeilitatlon of an in- 
creased supply of machinery and mater- 
ial for the immediate future. The plac- 
ing of new orders for machinery in this 
country will provide more work for our 
unemployed. It would make the Amer- 
ican workers real participants in the 
struggle toward Socialism in the Soviet 
Union. 

The American Communist movement 
must unequivocally take up the slogan 
for the extension of 'arge scale credits 
from U. s. capitalism to the Soviet Un- 
ion. It should without delay Initiate 
united front conferences of all working 
class organizations for the purpose of 
laying definite plans for the promulgation 
of this demand on a practical concrete 
basis. 

To sum up we recapitulate our pro- 
posed concrete slogans for the unemploy- 
ment movement as follows: 

Immediate Governmental Relief, Fed- 
eral, State and Municipal. 



Unemployment Insurance at the Ex- 
pense of the State and the Employers. 

The Six Hour Workday, Five Day 
Week, Without lleductioa of Pay. 

Recognition and Extension of Long 
Term Credits to the Soviet Union. 

It goes without saying that the unem- 
ployment movement should generally take 
up slogans of special locai issues and 
also such concerning evictions, union con- 
ditions ami dues payments, etc., accord- 
ing to conditions prevailing and in con- 
formity with the general program. 
The Organization of the Movement 

The existing unemployment situation 
can be viewed correctly only in the light 
ot its revolutionary perspectives. In 
that sense the demands advanced today 
must become stepping stones toward the 
revolutionary goal, hence It is necessary 
to preserve their class content and or- 
ganize the fight for their realization on 
a class basis. They can become so only 
when the Communist forces thoroughly 
understand and, practice, in action, the 
tactics which enable them to become the 
leading force of ever broader masses and 
establish the logical unity between the 
struggles of today and the solutions of 
tomorrow. 

The unemployment situation cannot be 
considered as an isolated problem sep- 
arate and, apart from the general work- 
ing class problems, nor can the unem- 
ployment movement succeed as a separ- 
ate and isolated movement. It can re- 
main so only on the penalty of degenera- 
tion and impotency. Its objectives must 
become those of the general working class 
objectives, its struggles a part of the 
general working class struggle for the 
revolution. The potentialities for ad- 
vance on this basis are growing daily. 
When the Communist movement begins 
to employ seriously and genuinely the 
united front policy the first steps will 
have been taken to unify the workers, 
employed and unemployed, in common 
struggle for their common Interest of 
today as well as toward their ultimate 
objective. 

In this direction it is necessary to re- 
organize the Unemployed Councils. 
There should be block councils in the 
cities, composed of unemployed and em- 
ployed alike. These should be central- 
ized on a territorial or a citywide basis 
into delegated bodies fighting for the 
minimum program of the unemployed. 
To these central bodies all other work- 
ers' organizations should be invited to 
send representatives for common action 
for the needs of the unemployed. They 
should include the workers' political part- 
ies, such as the Communist party, the 
Socialist party, the Unemployment 
Leagues, w-here such exist ; and above all 
the trade unions. This is the way to put 
reformist and reactionary labor leaders 
to the test. It is the way to establish 
the working class united front for speci- 
fic immediate objectives and set the 
masses into motion for its immediate in- 
terests and needs. The duty of the Com- 
munist party in sueh a broad movement 
is the one of functioning independently, 
maintaining its right of criticism and of 
fighting for the revolutionary program to 
push the movement forward to a higher 
plane. 



A New Crisis in Soviet Economy 



(Concluded from last issue) 
Above all, the following unpostponable 
measures appear to us to be necessary : 

(1) To put a decisive stop to the in- 
flation. To stabilize the "chervonetz" on 
a realistic basis— by the introduction of 
a budget (industrial budget included.) 
that lies within the frame-work of the 
actual possibilities of economy. To rein- 
vest the "cherVonetz" with the means of 
playing a role in economic regulation. 

(2) To renounce the maintenance by 
coercion of collectives incapable of an 
existence. To elaborate a series of prac- 
tical measures so calculated, that (he 
disintegration of these socalled collectives 
into individual holdings does not effect 
the interests of the collectivized village 
poor and so that it does not burden too 
painfully the foodstuff and raw material 
situation in the country. 

(3) Formally and openly to liquidate 
the policy of "liquidating the kulaks as 
a class", which has already been torn up 
at the root by a series of decrees in the 
course of the last two years. But, to 
keep In mind at the same time that the 
re- establishment of private trade will 
deepen and accelerate the differentiation 
in the village (both between as well as 
inside of the collectives) ; to introduce a 
concretely thought-out system of meas- 
ures for the limitation of the exploitive 
activities of the kulak. 

(4) To create for the more promising 
of the collectives, such technical and eco- 
nomic conditions, that they, together with 
the Soviet farms, will be able to assure ! 
the feeding of industry and of the cities. 

The Second Five Vear Plan 

(5) To utilize as a basis for the 
second Five Year Plan, the actual and 
not the falsified results of the experience 
of the first Five Year Plan. To recog- 
nize that the economic irregularities, 
which existed even before the Five Year 
Plan, have been made more profound by 
the latter and that they have assumed ft 
menacing character. To make the high- 
est criterion of the second Five Year 
Plan, the problem of the "smytchka". 

(0) On the basis of the actual tech- 
nical and economic results of experience, 
but insofar as industry as a whole is 
concerned as well as with regard to the 
individual enterprises, to work out 
realistic possibilities of growth. The 
most important elements of every indus- 
trial and financial plan must be: (1) 
providing of each enterprise with labor 
power of satisfactory quality. (2) — pro- 
viding labor power with normal condi- 



The following document arrived 
from Russia in a foreign language, 
into which it had been translated for 
conspirative reasons. The first page 
was missing. Editorial revision was 
provided for by the Editorial Board 
of the Bulletin of the Russian Opposi- 
tion. 
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lions of life (3)— establishment of cer- 
tain qualitative standards, without which 
the process of production is converted in-! 
to the production of "seconds". 

7. A very serious danger for the en- 
tire economy is constituted by the de- 
terioration of all forms of calculation 
and accounting as well as by the decline 
in the reliability of all statistical data; 
connected with the Five Year Plan and 
with the economic situation In the coun- 
try as a whole. The false system of 
statistics can only be destroyed with the 
destruction of the whole system of bur- 
eaucratic lies. The economic atmosphere 
can be cleared and cured only by party, 
trade union and Soviet democracy. 

8. Clearly to take Into account that 
the prospective difficult, economic reori- 
entation, which will he inevitable even in 
the case of a turn toward a correct policy 
will favor the rise or' the temporary con- 
solidation of efforts at a bourgeois re- 
storation. The rebirth of the Bolshevik 
party as the independent proletarian van- 
guard will under these conditions become 
a question of life or death for the pro- 
letarian dictatorship. To bring about a 
change in the economic course, the Stalin 
regime must first of all be renounced, it 
is a regime which stifles the party and 
economy and threatens to destroy the 
dictatorship. 

Capitalist Crisis and Soviet Economy 
0. The years of capitalist crisis have 
been utilized extremely little and un- 
systematlcally by the Soviet government 
in the economic, and by the Comintern I 
in the agitational, sense. As the Left 
Opposition has more than once affirmed, 
both sides of this matter can and must be 
linked up with one another. With a 
correct approach to world economy the 
difficulties of the capitalist world could 
he exploited fn a far greater measure to 
weaken even the sharpest of the dispro- 
portionate relationships in Soviet econ- 
omy, thereby alone raising the standard 
of living of the masses. 

The question of collaboration between 
Soviet economy and capitalist world 
economy must be raised as a center of 
attention for the European and American 



working masses and especially the unem- 
ployed. It is not a matter of possible 
credits and orders, but of a developed 
plan going beyond the borders of Soviet 
economy and including the capitalist 
countries. As incomplete as our experi- 
ence is — it nevertheless permits, for the 
first time to show with figures and facts in 
hand, what enormous and at the same 
time close and immediate possibilities are 
opened up for planned economy once it 
extends to the advanced countries. 
■ • • • 

We do not consider these first drafts 
as a finished platform. Without discus- 
sion, such cannot be elaborated. The 
lack of party democracy is a double bur- 
den for the Left Opposition. At any 
rate, we believe that the L. O. of the U. 
S. S. It, must make haste with the ela- 
boration of a collective opinion, no mat- 
ter how difficult the conditions are at 
present. 

» » • » 

At the same time, we consider it timely 
and urgent to declare immediately In the 
name of the Left Opposition (Bolshevik- 
Leninists) that today as always we are 
prepared to render every possible aid to 
the present faction— in the defense of the 
country against the external dangers as 
well as in conducting it out of Its present 
economic difficulties. 

The Opposition's Attitude 

We have more than once declared that 
the sentiment of revenge— is not a poli- 
tical sentiment. We have not directed 
ourselves according to this sentiment and 
have no intention to. But it is to be un- 
derstood that the serious education of 
the party requires a serious and open 
re-examlnation of the policies In the years 
of the factional domination of the Stal- 
inists. But we are prepared, on our 
side, to switch this critical work onto 
the rails of mutual understanding and 
agreement. 

We are prepared to exert every effort 
In order to prepare the transition from 
the present, manifestly unhealthy and 
untenable regime to the regime of party 
democracy with the least possible con- 
vulsions and dangers, with the least pos- 
sible loss of our valuable time. 

The stoppage of the police measures 
of suppression against the Bolshevik- 
Leninists, the liberation and recalling of 
all the imprisoned, banished and exfled 
comrades must be the first signal for the 
rebirth of the Leninist party. 

Representing a group of comrades, 

— N 

Leningrad-Moscow, July 1932. M. 
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Zinoviev Expelled Again 

New Expulsions Denote Dangerous Crisis for Stalinist Regime 

i'or Ihe second time In less than five against the Right wing Bueharin-Tom- 
years, tin? former head of the Communist sky-Rykov group in 1929. Finally, there 
1 n tu niiil in mil, Gregory Zinoviev, and the are t Ql . professional eapitulators of the 



former chairman of the Russian party's 
Political Bureau, Leo Kamenev, have 
been expelled by the ruling faction in 
tin? Russian parly. 'Ihe tab leg ram from 
the Inprecorr to Ihe official party press 
leaves everything in obscurity, as is to 
be expected. From it? own internal evid- 
ence, only one thing is clear: the charges 
against Zinoviev and Kamonev, as well 
its the other twenty- two party members 
who were expelled along with them, are 
a typical product of that disloyalty and 
rudeness for which Lenin stigmatized 
Stalin and demanded his removal from 
the post of general party secretary. 

The "Counter-Revolutionary Plot" 

Is it possible to believe that the ex- 
pelled twenty-two were actually engaged 
in what the party press, without the 
slightest idea of the actual standpoint of 
the dissidents, already glibly denounces 
as a counter- revolutionary conspiracy to 
overthrow the Soviet power and re-in- 
troduce capitalism. Still less worthy of 
our cieueuci 1 is tiie charge that Zinoviev 
and Kamcnev, however wretched their 
political course in the past few years, 
knew of a real conntci'-revoiutionary 
plot and failed to inform the party of 
us existence. 

The whole affair, we are prepared to 
say even without the more detailed in-; 
formation which we know will shortly 
be available, smacks of those despicable 
Thermidoiian amalgams produced in the 
factional laboratories of the Stalinist 
clique, which seriously toid the Commun- 
ist workers that the Opposition was allied 
with Chamberlain and Chiang Kai-Shek 
and that the most trusted leaders yf the 
October revolution were working to- 
gether witli a "Wrangel officer" in li>*^7 
to overturn the Soviet regime. 

The Daiiy Worker reports that those 
expelled were in "counter- revolutionary 
groups. . . which drafted programs op- 
posing the party and aiming at restora- 
tion of capitalism and kulak power, a 
dissolution of the soviet and collective 
farms and the granting of important 
concessions to capitalists." The hnality 
and certitude with which the journalistic 
footmen of Stalinism speak is determined 
not merely by their subserviency, but also 
by their complete ignorance of the facts 
in the ease. 

The truth about the situation that has 
been revealed with such breath-taking 
abruptness is more closely approached by 
the report printed in the organ of the 
Left Opposition in France two weeks 
ago ; 

"A short time ago rumors began to 
lircnlato about dissension at the top of 
the party: the harbingers of a new and 
deep-going turn-about face to the Right 
have been perceived: furthermore, the 
rumors were recorded in the 'Letter from 
.Moscow' (priutd in tile Militant a few 
issues back). A dispatch from the T. 
A. S. S., published without comment by 
l'Hiuminile simply denied the report that 
Stalin was going to quit — of his own 
will or under compulsion — the post of 
secretary of the C. 1*. S. U. 

"Letter of the 18 Bolstjeviks" 

'Now, a document is being talked about 
which is called -the letter of the eigh- 
teen liolsheviks', which is circulating in 
the Russian party It appears to eman- 
ate from circles close to the Centrist ap- 
paratus. Its central slogan is: remove 
Stalin! It is a letter to the members of 
the party. Htalin is accused in it of 
having stilled the Communist Interna- 
tional, stilled all workers' democracy in 
the party, of having zigzagged in econ- 
omic policy, of hat ins broken the bridges 
between town and country, and having 
led the Five Year Plan and all of Soviet 
economy into a state of profound crisis." 

In a word, it is already plain that the 
new group which the Stalinists have 
"'discovered", is a manifestation of that 
profound crisis which is tearing away 
the foundation, of that structure of con- 
tradictions, patch -work and bureaucratic 
violence which the usurpatory ruling 



Leningrad school, Zinoviev and Kamenev. 
What common line these disparate ele- 
ments might have, it is difficult to say. 
Whether we have here a repetition of that 
hopeless venture undertaken some time 
ago by the socalled "Right-Left Bloc" of 
Syrzov and Lominadae, is also a de- 
claration which requires further details 
for its confirmation. 

The Crisis of Stalinism 

But enough infoimation is at our dis- 
posal for the confident assertion that the 
latest news from the Soviet Union speaks 
volumes about the insoluble crisis of the 
Stalinist regime. One fact alone : Zin- 
oviev and Kamenev, who capitulated so 
pitifully to the Stalinist machine at the 
loth Party Congress in 1927, and have 
since that time disavowed or swallowed 
their opinions for a party card and that 
contemptuous toleration shown them by 
{Continued on page 3) 
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Right Wing Wins at Gillespie 
Mine Workers Conference 

Miners Militant but Small Left Wins Fails to Stop $5.00 Day Scale Adoption 



initiation of all opposition, is attempting 
to consolidate its position iu the terri- 
torj that is predominantly Chinese and 
extremely hostile to the Japanese domin- 
ation. Putting up a stiff resistance, the 
Chinese are nevertheless being slowly 
subjugated. 

It was to investigate the present coa- 
diiions iu Manchuria, and to suggest ac- 
tion, that the Lytton commission was 
created by the League of Nations some 
time ago. On October 2 the lengthy and 
voluminous report was made public. The 
commission being dominated by America 
and Great Britain, the content of the 
report could very easily have been pre- 
dicted. As a matter of fact, a Washing- 
ton dispatch to the .New York Times of 
October 3 emphasizes the similarity be- 
tween the proposals made by the United 
States in the past, and those of the Lytton 
report. 

The report does not however devote 
itself only to the question of Japan and 
the invasion of Manchuria. One even 
gets the feeling that the above questions 
sort of occupy a secondary position. 
Throughout the entire report the danger 
and menace of Communism is stressed. 
The spread of the Communist movement 
in China represents a real and live dan-' 
ger to the bourgeoisie, and they mince . 
no words in expressing their opinion on 
the subject. "There is a new menace, 
which had its origin in China in 1021 — 
Communism." Til us reads the report, 
"in that country", the report continues, 



Lytton Report Aims at Partitioning China 
Among the Imperialist Bandit Powers 

Hardly a day goes by without some instead the existence of a strong Corn- 
report or other regarding engagements niunist movement. 

between Chinese and Japanese troops in Tilu reuor t does not stop there; it con- 
Manehuiia. Japan, by the ruthless exter-| ,j llm , B hy suggesting a solution— "inter- 

--.-.- • national cooperation". The American 

and British imperialists seeing in Japan 
a future ally in suppressing Communism, 
and recognizing their own technque in 
Japan's invasion of Manchuria are un- 
able to attack too strongly the actions of 
t licit' rival. But the hand of the United 
States is obvious even in the mild attack 
that is levelled against Japan. We thus 
find actual recognition of the fact that 
the government of Mauchukuo (Henry l'u 
Vi> was forced on the Manchurian peo- 
ple against their will, hy the Japanese, 
and would collapse should the Japanese 
troops be withdrawn. Does the report 
therefore demand the unconditional with- 
drawal of the Japanese bluejackets? 
Hardly. It points to the need for a 
force capable of coping with the so called 
main danger— Communism, and suggests 
the creation of an International police 
force to oppose this danger. The re- 
porters stress the importance of law and 
order to the safety of capital already in- 
vested, and that to be invested in the 
future. It recoguies that should Japan be 
given a free hand to establish its own 
"law and order", it would mean the vir- 
tual exclusion of the other imperialists 
from the enormous Manchurian market. 
The opposing imperialists are thus forced 
to demand "international cooperation" 
and the creation of an " 'in tenia tioal con- 
stabulary", as opposed to the Japanese 
marines only. 

In discussing the question of who 
started the war (Sino- Japanese) a thou- 
'' Communism has become an actual rival 'sand and one minor incidents are stress- 
or the National government." Created to I erf. Particular emphasis is given to the 
investigate the conditions attending the killing of one Nakamura, a Japanese cap- 
slaughter of many hundreds of thousands! tain. The by now universally accepted 
of Chinese workers and peasants by the 'fact that the complete plans and maneu- 
Japanese marines, the commission finds' (Continued on page 4) 



GILLESPIE, ILL — 

The first convention of the Progressive Miners of America 
has ended with the acceptance of the Waiker-Lewis Jive dol- 
lar wage scale. 

This is the result of the political confusion existing among- 
st the leadership, and the lack of an organized Left wing, 
which can be placed on the heads of our official Communist 
party. The militancy of the rank and tile still eii«ts. They 
raise no cry of betrayal or sell-out, and in all probability 
will change the existing temporary leadership at the coming 
elections in December of this year. They will replace the 
present leadership with militant fighters, who will more am- 
ply mirror the .degree of militancy displayed by the miners 
since the light began. 

An iudefiniteness and overcautiousness, due to the Red- 
baitiii"' campaign carried on by the bosses and reactionaries, 

were high-water marks during the pro- _„ 

ceedings. Tins was evidenced by the 
advice of Claude I'earcey, temporary 
president, to the delegates— "because of 
radicals who are trying to cause dissen- 
sion in our ranks, and whose only aim 
is to smash the union". This point was 
taken up by Joe 1'icek of Beuld, who 
spoke of brotherly love and an "equit- 
able share" in the products of labor. 
The Militant in former issues has had 
brief sketches of the other leaders. 

The miners, disliking the acceptance ef 
the new wage scale, are mighty glad to 
have rid themselves of the sterile bu- 
reaucracy created in the old U. M. W. A. 
by John L. Lewis and John H. Walker. 



Some Lessons of the 
Gillespie Conference 



IV THE ELECTIONS 



'Labor 7 or C.P. Ticket? 

The Lovestoneites Propose a Reformist 'United Labor' Slate 



The miners are Jubilant that no president 
of the I'. M. A. can hold office more than 
two years, and feel that the agreements 
entered into are only preparatory for a 
counter-offensive in the near future. To- 
ward that end, the militant Left wing 
workers are at the moment preparing. 

The preamble adopted, while not con- 
forming in its entirety to the class char- 
acter of society, demands that the work- 
ers receive the "full social value of their 
product.'' A motion by Gerry Atland, 
of West Frankfort, for a National Min- 
ers' Unity Convention, to be held on 
January 15, was defeated and an amend- 
ment carried which left the date to the 
discretion of the executive board. 

The N. M. U. made a plea for unity, 
which was turned down on the pretext 
that the N. M. U. never won any bat- 
tles. This, the leadership thought, was 
euqugh to prevent uaificjatioiij, forget- 
ting the great battles fought by the N. 
M. U. in Pennsylvania, Ohio and Ken- 
tucky, which, if not for the incorrect 
policies of the leadership, would have 
made the birth of the P. M. A. unneces- 
sary. The P. M. A. made another mis- 
take at its first convention by not joining 
hands in unity with the N. M. U. and put- 
ting all groups to the test of sincerity. 



GILLESPI1E, ILL.— 

The first convention of the Progressive 
Miners of America hits just ended. It 
was a rank and tile gathering with a 
Noah's ark of political tendencies. The 
convention adopted a constitution and pro- 
gram which is tar iu advance of its tem- 
porary otlicial leadership. Alt ho there 
was quite a number of delegates who 
were formerly members of the National 
Miners Union, the convention refused to 
seat the National Miners Union delegates 
of six. It would be wrong to create 
the impression that the refusal to seat 
the N. M. U. delegation was a victory 
for reaction. The reason for not seat- 
ing the N. M. U. delegation expressed it- 
self mostly against the blundering tactics 
and false policies pursued by the Htalin- 
Ized Communist Party in its work in 
the Illinois coal fields. 

That the convention was imbued with 
some internationalism is proven with the 
adoption of the resolution declaring itself 
in solidarity with the first workers rep- 
public and calling for recognition of the 
Soviet Union and the establishment of 
large scale credits to the Soviet Union. 

It adopted a preamble which vaguely 
recognizes the class-struggle and a clause 
in the constitution which provides that 



The Progressive Miners constitutional convention, just coa- 
cluded at Oillespie, 111., had belore it, as its main job, the 
matter of laying a militant union foundation. Second iu or- 
der came the question of the wage scale. The break with 
the decrepit Lewis- Walker clique, which led to the formation 
of the progressive Miners of America, ostensibly occurred 
over the issue of the betrayal oy the lormer of the basic 
$(i.lO a day wage scale. In reality, of course, it had a far 
more deep going cause. Nevertheless the question of the 
wage scale, the manner in which if found its "solution" at 
the convention and the consequences which will llow from it 
in the future, are of real importance. 

It is in respect to this that we can say confidently that 
the correctness of the fight made by the delegates of the 
Left wing, by Allard, Fraser, bleed and others against a 
retreat will be more than vindicated in the future. The 
,./„»v,-,ni,m however, concluded by ac- 
cepting the reduction to the :jj.00 a day 
I r.tiUo, recorded in a vote of SK> to 17. 

But even m this retreat the true rev- 
olutionists and the proven militants in 
' the field will know their duty. Their 
nytupiiihy, their warmest and unstinted 
siifl'Oit, their every ounce ot energy and 
ability of saciiiice as well as their re- 
sources of .strength extends to and be- 
longs to I lie cause of the new union. 
Tina we can atliim even with the know- 
ledge that the future course of the un- 
ion cannot yet be foreseen. We know 
today that it is a union created by the 
will and determination of the rank and 
lite to nave forever done with the cor- 
I'liptionists, lakers, grafters and capital- 
ist agents of the bygone days. They 
have taken measures to draft their con- 
stitution so as to give the utmost possi- 
ole guarantee against a repetition. It 
is a union belonging to the miners and 
it can become the harbinger of a real 
militant national coal diggers union. 



The Left Wing Position 

The Progressive Miners of America 
now constitutes a serious challenge to 
the rule of corruption and servility to 
the operators of the Lewis-Walker com- 
bine. That is its great capital which 
it is duty-bound to preserve. But it will 
be faced with a serious combat to sur- 
vive, to strengthen iiself and to grow. 

It is from this point of view that the 
light made by the Left wing against a 
wage cut retreat assumes enormous sig- 
nificance. There was serious substance 

. to the arguments made by Alex Fraser, 
officials can only hold two terms as of- Bhowillg lhM ml(iei . t!le $(U0 wa( , e seaIe 



licials and then must go back into the 
ranks; that salaries of the oiticials can 
not be over $1,700 a year and quite a 
few other improvements over the old 
United Mine Workers constitution which 
will give more power to the rank and file 
of the union. 

The wage-scale adopted was the same 



Frank Borich, secretary of the N. M. that the Lew is -Walker machine tried to 
U-, in a written appeal for unity said, pi[t ovei . the miners of Illinois. This was 
"it is only because we feel that we are a terrific step backward. The reason for 
duty-bound to do everything in our power , this wage-scale being adopted, it was 
to help you the Illinois miners, to win ; c | u iined by some of the leaders, was that 



Political elections at this stage of de- 
velopment In the United States offer, 
from our point of view, opportunities for 
revolutionary propaganda and activities. 
It is because of this that they can be 
utilized to advance the working class 
political level. More than this we should 
therefore not expect from them. 

Elections do not decide the important 
issues of the working class which we ap- 
proach in the sense of being essentially 
issues of power. That is, as the issue of 

clique has sought in vain to pass off as which class shall hold power In society. 

Bolshevism. The crisis in present day , There is no other way to approach it. 

Soviet economy, superinduced by thel But elections can become stepping 

whole series of incoherent, disastrous?, \ stones for working class advance only 

sag- /.urging blunders which make up the! when fhey are correctly utilized to help 

■•line" of Ci'iitrism, we have already an- make clear the existing class relation- 

alyzed in these columns. The reflection ships. The collisions of the conflicting 

of this state of affairs in the form of a 

new party crisis had to come to light. 

The expulsions just announced are uu- ] 

mislnkably the llrst tangible evidence of 

tlie new party crisis in the Soviet Union. 
It is as yet too early to pass judgment 

on the program of those who have been 

expelled. In the miserable inadequate 

reports, the official cables to the party 

press and the semi-official cables to the 

capitalist press, there is a lack of those 

si>ecifk: details necessary for a complete' 

analysis. Among those whoso expulsion? 

is announced we find the former' "Trot- 

skyir-t", Kiutin. We also read the namej 

of Uglanov, ihe former head of the Mos-I 

cow organization who was the first vic- 
tim of the organizational measures taken 



interests between capitalism and the 
workers are manifested daiiy in the shop, 
in the unions, in demonstrations and on 
the picket lines. There the economic 
basis is established. In the elections they 
can become the focusing points around 
which the workers can express their in- 
terest from a class point of view and 
to that extent further prepare themselves 
for the struggle for power. 

Reformist or Revolutionary Objective? 

In that particular objective the essen- 
tial difference between a reformist and a 
revolutionary policy becomes apparent. 
The reformist policy can never educate 
the workers to the concept of power, nor 
can it serve to advance them in that 
direction because that is not at all its 
(Continued on page 2) 



your fight, on the outcome of which de- 
pends much of the future of the miners 
throughout the country. And because of 
this we fee! we have the right and even 
the duty, to freely and in a comradely 
spirit discuss your and our problems. 
We feel that we have for many years 
been carrying on a fight similar to yours, 
and must imparl to you our experiences. 
Though we are separated into two differ- 
ent organizations, thanks to the strike- 
breaking policy of Lewis, who sold out 
the miners in the 1927-1928 strike we 
feel we are one, and must come closer 
together. The rank and file of the min- 
ers' union must be united for a common 
struggle." 

The voice of the Left Opposition, 
though feeble, was the only consistent 
organized fighter for a Left wing policy 
throughout the convention. We proposed 
a united front to the party on this score, 
and while not being called "counter-rev- 
olutiona.rists" the proposal for unity was 
rejected. 

More than 300 Militants were placed in 
the hands of the delegates. Our policies 



the striking coal-miners in the Peoria and 
(Continued on page 3) 



LEON TROTSKY 



the Illinois operators had gained SJ-4 per- 
cent in coal markets; that the operators 
could afford to pay the $0.10 was de- 
monstrated by more than 100 independ- 
ent mines signed up on the above scale 
with the 1*. M. of A. prior to Oct. 3; 
that it was not the 1" M of A but the 
Belleville operators who had called for 
the scale conference which showed their 
desperate eireumstanos and that a de- 
finite attitude and an intensive drive 
would also force Peabody to his knee. 
But the Left wing did not carry its 
point and it would be wrong to argue 
(Continued on page 2) 



The Peasant War in China 

The Standpoint of the Red Proletariat in the Present Situation 



Dear Comrades, 

Following a considerable lapse, we re- 
ceived your letter of June 15. There is 
no need of stating how much we were 
overjoyed by the revival and the renasc- 
ence of the Chinese Left Opposition after 
the most ferocious police persecutions it 
had endured. Insofar as one may judge 
from here, handicapped as we are by 
extreme lack of information, the posi- 
tion expressed in your letter corresponds 
to ours. 
The irreconcilable attitude to the vul- 



gar democratic view taken by the Stalin- 
were discussed by the assembled miners \ ists towards the peasant movement has, 
and met with a favorable reception. The | f course, nothing in common with a 
Militant will succeed in advancing Com-! careless or a passive attitude to the 
munism in the Illinois coal-fields. \ peasant movement itself. The Manifesto 

— CARMODY. : of the International Left Opposition 
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Banquet Saturday to Celebrate New Headpuarters and School Opening 



One more forward step is being real- 
ized by the Left Opposition. Saturday, 
October 15, we move into our new head- 
quarters at 12« East Ifi St., where the 
International Workers School will be 
located. 

Essentially the International Workers 
School is a part of the general program 
of the League, heading toward becoming 
ever more of a factor of active interven- 
tion in the class struggle. For this it 
is to be a training school. There are. 



for the first part of the winter' semester, 
four courses scheduled. They run as 
follows : 

The History of the American Commun- 
ist Movement. Instructor James P. 
Cannon. 

The State and Revolution. Instructor 
Jack Weber. 

Tlte History of the Conthitwn. Instruc- 
tor Max Shachtman. 

The Theoretical System of Marxism. 
Instructor Hugo Oehler. 



The first two courses are given on Mon- 
days and the second two on Wednesdays, j 
The first and third will be conducted as 
are still open. The fee is $1.00 for each 
popular lecture courses. Registrations 
eou rse. 

The acquisition of new headquarters 
will have its significance for the national 
center. It will in every sense enable us 
to establish a center for -the movement 
in New York, capable of housing our re- 
gular open forums, etc. 



Our opening celebration of the new 
headquarters takes place Saturday, Oct- 
ober 15 with a banquet, for which the 
nominal sum of 50c serves as an ad- 
mission. At this opening celebration we 
expect to meet all our friends and sym- 
pathizers who have stood by us in the 
past in the greatest of difficult ies and 
who we know will continue their sup- 
port solidly in the future. We expect 
you to corae and lend your final help to 
the realization of this new forward step. 



('■The Tasks and Perspectives of the 
Chinese I; evolution"), that was issued 
two years ago and that evaluated the 
l>ea.sanl movement in the southern pro- 
vinces of China, declared, "The Chinese 
revolution, betrayed, crushed and drain- 
ed of its blood, gives us proof that it 
is alive. Let us hope that the time is 
not far off when it shall once again lift 
up its proletarian head." Further on, 
it say.-, "The far-flung flood of peasant 
ln-.urrec ous will indubitably provide 
the impulse for the revival of political 
strupges in the industrial centers. On 
this we bank firmly." 

Your letter bears witness to the fact 
that under the influence of the crisis and 
of the Japanese intervention, against the 
background of the peasant war, Hares up 
once again the struggle of the city work- 
ers. In the Manifesto we wrote on this 
score with the requisite circumspection, 
■'None can foretell beforehand whether 
the bulwarks of the peasant uprisings 
will maintain themselves without a break 
through the course of that extended 
period which will be required by the 
proletarian vanguard in order for it to 
ga ( her its own strength, to lead, the 
working class into the battle, and to 
bring into accord its struggle for power 
with the general offensive of the peas- 
ants against their most immediate en- 
emies". At the present time, It is ob- 
vious, there are substantial bases for 

(Continued on page 4) 
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On Saturday Evening, OCTOBER 15 

Friends and sympathizers are cordially 

invited. Come and bring your fellow 
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Letters from Militants 



The Strike of the 
Embroiderers 

NEW YORK.— n „ 

Uii Tuesday, October 4th at 4 P. M-, 
Local W of the 1LGWU called a general 
strike ol the industry. 

At the meeting in Bryant Hall, Mc- 
Gradv of the A F of L spoke to the strik- 
ei-j, 'U ..owery words of How he will stand 
at the head of the strike and will lend 
us on to victory. Ho told of how he 
fought side by side with us in the strike 
that v. as carried on by this local last 
.March. .*..Ji&ti 

what was the purpose of this strike 7 
L-ki jou hear in the strike hall talk of 
U.e exploitation of the workers'; Did 
^■j wife about the organising of the 
^ a suops.' Did they talk about the 
.ut-ij-hour week which was promised to 
u.c workers lone ago? No! There were 
„ le>v words spoken about getting back 
t JttJ from me boss who broke their 
u^rc-omeiit on Sept 1 by not giving their 
implodes, who were working below the 
minimum wage scale, a ten per cent in- 
crease in wages. There were a few 
words spoken about time and a half that 
the bosses were supposed to give work- 
ers for overtime. 

The meeting was divided into three 

sections, and sent to three different strike 

hails When we came to the hail that 

■we were as.-igued to we were surprised 

lo see our bosse there before us. Our 

leaders, Leon llabbot, yuickstein and 

Heasel, then got up and loid us that a 

meeting beween the union oflicials and 

the bosses will take place that evening in 

the Hotel New Yorker, to come to an 

agreement on the strike. Meanwhile, we 

are to elect a committee from our shop 

to go to the Hotel.* After these small 

committees were elected from the various 

shops a member of the executive board 

came over lo discuss with the committee 

mull was to be taken up. The executive 

board member had a list of the workers 

u.at were working in the shop and they 

cv.-ccl the back dues. Each member of 

,. lt shop owed from $5.00 to $-15.00. The 

,.^„uu to straighten out the lists and 

c.iiuioiderers who are the most skilled 

j.^d the longest organized branch o£ the 

..„dc owed liie very large sums. These 

..„r..ors haven't hud a full week since 

_-:urch. The workers were not asked 

w.ioii they would or could pay up. The 

. ;,- 110:1 simmered down to the follow - 

'.. S ; ion cannot (speaking direct to the 

...»e.) get the workers back in your 

.j.,s unless you pay their dues for them. 

.d *iii leave it to you (bosses) as to 

,j„ io collect the money from your 

-kers. 

.am bosses paid the union as high 

j",.00, that night and in the morn- 

,,.e workers reported back to work. 

ui> ses deducted the money from the 

.. ..ci ■' pay. Some workers owed $18 

j that week all Uiey earned was $1S 

. ,ne bosses kept the whole pay. Other 



come to us with pretty stories. 

Organize so ihat you will be able to 
get your minimum wage scale, so that 
you will have a forty -hour week and that 
you will get lime and a half for overtime 
when there is work. 

—STITCHER. 



Elections in Pocketbook 
Makers Union 

NEW YORK.— 

Eight months ago the discredited Wal- 
iusky-Khipiacoff gang with all kinds of 
fake promises during an election cam- 
paign succeeded again in fooling the 
worker.-!, and elected a majority of the 
administration in the Pocket hook Work- 
ers Union. The workers have paid the 
price and will pay if they do not defeat 
the betrayers in the coming election that 
will take place Saturday, October 15. 

The present 'fraternal Club" admin- 
istration slogan during the campaign was, 
iirsl, a job lo every worker; second, 
they will bring back the out of town 
shops; third, a vigorous leadership is 
needed lo deal with employers and nego- 
tiate a new agreement whereby the 
workers will get back the best condi- 
tions, which their predecessors gave to 
the employers without a struggle. 

As soon as the "Fraternal Club" ad- 
ministration took office the workers con- 
vinced themselves that not only did they 
nor fulfill one of their promises,jbut they 
brought matters to a situation where 
conditions became deplorable since they 
took office. 

Now let us analyze and see what are 
(he aehie\ements of the S. I*, gang on 
the -'Fraternal Club'' administration Id 
the Pocket book Workers' Union for the 
last eight months. The misleadors sign- 
ed a treacherous agreement last June 
with the employers. They raved they 
had a victory over the employers; only 
once a year 5 percent reorganization 
will take place instead of twice a year, 
they claimed. 

What actually happened was this: in 
the agreement there is a clause that 
only 5 percent of reorganization will 
take place once a year, but the rank and 
tile pointed out at the meetings that the 
employers will have a right of readjust- 



eampaign. Who was the head of the or- 
ganization campaign? Abe Fine, who 
scabbed in the Binen shop when the 
worfcers were on strike. The adminis- 
tration claims they organized 48 shops, 
which I doubt. The significant thing is 
that in not one of these shops Ihe work- 
ers gained any better conditions, with 
the exception that they will have to pay 
dues and taxes. We can imagine what 
workers think of such unions. Let our 
misleaders deny it. 

Another thing — we have an unemploy- 
ment insurance fund; for the last five 
months not a cent was paid out to the 
workers. The only one who is making a 
living from the fund is the S. I', faker, 
Dr Hendlin, and his wife. He still gets 
75 dollars a week and his wife $35. Re- 
cently the trustees decided only workers 
who have books from 1932 will be en- 
titled to unemployment insurance, al- 
though the majority of the trustees are 
the labor group. .Which means that work 
ers who are unemployed for a year or two 
will be deprived of unemployment, insur- 
ance- -and who is to get unemployment 
insurance? -the clique, of course! The 
unemployed workers should be deprived 
and driven out from the industry al- 
together. 

The "Fraternal Club" administration's 
accomplishments are wage-cuts, reorgani- 
zation, readjustments, a reign of terror 
io keep the workers in submission, and 



above all to work with the employers 
hand in hand against the interests of 
the workers. This is the "Fraternal 
Club" administration's achievements 
since they are in power. 

On the other hand the rank and file 
carried on struggle against wage-cuts, 
agaiusi reorganizations, readjustments, 
etc. The rank and file always fought 
for a militant policy in the union. 

Therefore every worker should vote a 
straight rank unci file ticket and not 
let themselves be terori-zed by the "Frat- 
ernal Club'' gangsters. Workers, be od 
guard ! Do not let yourself be misled 
by the "Fraternal Club" fake progres- 
sives or the L. W. society. They are 
all united for the purpose of defeating 
the rank and file who fought and will 
continue to light for a militant union 
for the interests of the workers, not the 
interests of cliques and the bosses. 

Pocket book workers 1 A vote for the 
rank and tile is a vote against wage 
cuts, reorganization, readjustments, 
against terror, aginst gunmen, and for 
the union in the interests of the work 
ers. Vote a rank and lile ticket. These 
are the rank and lile candidates: for 
manager, II, Guffer ; secretary-treasurer, 
l'. Kassman; business agent, Ch. Shap- 
iro; oiganlzer. (;. Mohlman ; recording 
secretary, si. Lyons; chairman, M. Drev 
uowitz. — X. DAVIS. 
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Right|Wing Wins at Gillespie 



(Continued from page 1) 
that the convention was not made up 
of delegates at least a majority of whom 
were directly from the pits and knew 
the question involved. Undoubtedly even 
the majority of those 08 who voted for 
the retreat were rank and file working 
miners. The convention was an affair 1 
mainly observing the rules of working 
class democracy. We gather that it 
particularly felt the weight of a situation 
essentially created by the traitorous ac- 
tion of the Lewis-Walker sell-on t. But 
there were two aspects to the question 
which inllueneed the convention decision, 
deserving some special attention. 
The Opportnists Favor Retreat 
First of all, the opportunist elements 
within the leadership, who glaringly 
showed their timidity and laek of moral 
courage were essentially animated by 
fear of courting the displeasure of cap- 
italist society. Their cry was: "We must 



men! which is far more dangerous than! not soil our hands with the Reds". The 



reorganization. This, our leaders said, 
is untrue, and Communist propaganda. 
It did not take long and the workers con- 
vinced themselves. They also brought a 
gam; to the meeting and terrorized the 
workers. That's how they put over the 
agreement. 

The Chuck Bag Company have thrown 
out HO or (iO workers from their shops. 
Mexik's shops have thrown out the same 
amounts, and many other employers have 
done likewise. Wages under the pre- 
sent administration were reduced to about 
fifty percent. The 40 hour week which 
was so vital to introduce in the poeket- 



, P: .sx-s were kinder, they deducted only ), „j ( industry in order to relieve some- 
.,1'ihird of the amount due the union , w j ia t the unemployment situation was 
j.j will deduct the rest in the following K iven up without a fight. 

The "Fraternal Club" administration 
have promised to bring back the out 



o weeks. 

This was a fake strike of the first 
water. Not many union officials have 
the workers so well hoodwinked that they 
can do a thing tike that without being 
afraid. This was a united front of the 
union oiiieials and the bosses to make the 
workers pay their due)!. Many of the 



logic of their position drew the conclu- 
sion to avoid any sharpening of the 
struggle by any means. Their arguments 
showed clearly that they did not even 
approach this question from the point of 
a temporary retreat compelled by a sit- 
uation over which they had no control 
and to be overcome again by a renewed 
and strengthened offensive under more 
favorable conditions. No, their position 
was rather the one of admitting defeat 
in advance for the sake of collaboration 
with the enemy at all costs, and to re 
main respectable in his estimation. 



rades of the Left Opposition proposed to 
the leaders of the ollicial party, who 
were on the spot, a united front for the 
Left wing program of militant unionism, 
including a fight against proposals to 
accept a wage cut retreat. The party 
leaders refused this offer. They thus 
bear the responsibility for the weaken- 
ing of Ihe Left wing. 

To the" Right or to the. Left — Which? 



The new union is now starting out 
with it handicap. Only fools would con- 
lend Ihat it cannot be overcome, or that 
what is lost cannot be regained. But 
Ihe success of this depends entirely up- 
on the course the new union will steer 
in Ihe future. So long as the Lewis- 
Walker 1 machine will be able to maintain 
the remnants of tiie U 11 W A intact anil 
bolstered up by the favors of the Pea- 
body company, so long will the new union 
be in a ]>osition of a rival union. There 
should in that very position be many 
factors at work which will press it in 
a Leftward direction. As far as the ob- 
jective conditions are concerned such is 
undoubtedly the case, but the union 
course is not decided by the objective con- 
ditions alone. Much depends upon the 
union leadership. And it is time to say 
with all possible emphasis that the de- 
gree to which the opportunist elements 
are permit ed to hold sway in the leader- 
ship to that degree the danger of a back- 
ward direction increases. A sentiment, 
as expressed by them today, for coila- 
j bora t ion with the operators rather than 



of town shops and give every worker a' 
job. These promises they kept . . .more 
or less. The workers in New York un- 
der 
cheap as the out of town workers do. 



.struggle will tomorrow become a senji- 
Sueh was the essential character of mwlt !or rapprochement and collabora- 
te position taken by I'earcy, Keck Jones, (i on with' the Lewis-Walker clique as 
Picek, Humphries and others. By this well. 

they were marking out further their: It is hi , his respe ct particularly that 
Rightward course. They were speaking ih( , minew m| , s[ wa , ch , bem3elv(?s Q1 , 
to a young movement, as yet mexperi- . ]h( , ^ Qf ^^ ^.^ (hf , y have 

chosen. With a militant union leudev- 



enced in conducting its own union, and 

I the false position carried its wnight in 

; influencing the decision for a retreat, 
the present, administration work as, T , ]er( , " ^^^ be mtlfi dmlb ^ however; 

1 that the miners in general will look 
upon it only as a temporary one and 



About giving every worker a job — well, 
workers have not worked one single day; they give jobs to their own clique, but. turn thcjr attesltio toward s , ]e edy pre- 
side the beginning of June and that was ] not t.. workers who are idle for a year; [)amtions for a ncw offensive to regain 
their first week or' so back on the job. 
Host of the workers could ill afford to 
have sums deducted from their pay. 
Workers, you must organize yourselves 



MIMTAHT SUB DRIVE 



Our Club Plan 



WANTED— SLOT 

Comrade Hamilton of Chicago sent us 
a dollar with the following words: "This 
being the notable day of the P. M. A. 
convention in Gillespie, I fee! moved to 
celebrate by sending you the sura of a 
dollar to put a couple of miners on the 
list as per your liberal offer in the cur- 
rent Militant. I regret that this contri- 
bution is no larger but, as you have, 
no doubt heard, the spirit is what counts 
anyway. Chiefly I am writing to express 
my extreme gratification at the excel- 
lence of the material on the miners in the 
current, special miners' edition. Such 
work justifies the claim of the Left Op- 
position to be the expression of the true 
Marxian line, and should make every 
member of the L. O. enthusiastic all the 
more for his affiliation with this group." 

Now who will watch this spirit and 
donation so we can make up a complete 
club plan of four subs for' two dollars? 
Who will send us another dollar for this 
purpose? 
WANTED— $2.00 

Who is going to give the snowball an- 
other push on its way? Who will send 
us two dollars to start four more subs 
rolling on their way to the mine fields? 
In New York we have seen a number of 
comrades with their club plan blanks 
half tilled out, looking for workers to 
sign up in the blank spaces. They have 
promised to report in a day or two. We 
dropped them a hint about the mine field 
sub idea and they rushed oil hot foot. 
Watch next week's issue, 
GOOD NEWS 

Just as the issue was about to be 
closed the postman brought in some of 
the best news we have seen in a long 
lime. Here it is, comrade liuby of the 
Chicago Friends of tiie Militant Ciub re- 
porting: '-At the last meeting of the 
Friends of the Militant (Tub we collected 
Ihe following sums: donations for the 
Militant -?J.uil; for four new six month 
subs on the new club plan — $2; one new 
six month sub at (lie old rate and one 
sis months renewal." 

And listen to this from comrade Vom- 



vas in Pittsburgh: "Enclosed you will 
find $J. for four subs for the miners. 
The subs were given by Nick Leperis— 31 ; 
L. Fotimos — S.3t); and a worker — $.50" 
F.oy ! It's not going to be a snowball 
roiling downhill, but an avalanche. Come 
on. Who's Next? 
MILITANT BUILDERS 

With our plan beginning to hit on all 
six cylinders we are now able, for the 
first time, to give a standing of the staff. 
H. A. $2 

P. Vomvas 2 

Chicago Friends of 
the .Militant Club 2 

J. Hamilton 1 

Keep your eye on the Chicago Friends 
of the Militant Club. We'll tell you all 
about it in the next issue or so. Here's 
the record by cities. 

Chicago $5 

Pittsburgh a 

How about it New York, Minneapolis, 
Philadelphia and the other hives of Left 
Opposition activity? Are you going to 
take a licking lying down? Or are you 
going to stand up and fight? 
JUBILEE ANNIVERSARY ISSUE 

As the Militant announces elsewhere 
we have made a change in plan for the 
Jubilee Anniversary Issue. Instead of 
devoting the issue of November 12 to this 
celebration we are moving it up io the 
issue of November 5 and combining it 
with a celebration of the fifteenth anni- 
versary of the October revolution. 

We are going to put out an 8-page issue. 

It will carry documents on the Rus- 
sian revolution never before published in 
the English language. As previously an- 
nounced we expect to carry greetings from 
comrade Trotsky and our brother sections. 
We will also carry a page of greetings 
from our comrades, sympathizers, friends, 
and workers' organizations. The premium 
we offered to the Militant Builder who 
stands highest, at that time, "The Pro- 
letarian Revolution in Kussia" by Lenin 
and Trotsky still holds good. But as 
one week has been lopped off the time, 
get busy. Use the blanks below for subs 
and greetings. 



MILITANT BViLBERS CLtlB PLAW BLANK 

A $1 HALF YEAR SUB of 26 ISSUES for 50c in CLUBS of FOUR or MORE. 

THE MILITANT, 84 E. 10th Street, New York City. 

Enclosed find $2 for which send the MILITANT for 2G weeks to the following: 
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MI1L1TANT BUILDER Address 

cir 3' State '.'..'.'...'..'... 

Help Circulate a Marxian Paper for Class Conscious Workers 



A Double Anniversary 



or two- 
In New York there are about 200 non- 
union shops in the pocketbook industry. 
The rank and file always demanded an 



ship, one step backward, which some- 
limes may become unavoidable, will mean 
only preparation to gain two steps for- 
ward later. Given this condition the 
Progressive Miners of America will be 
able to perform its duty. But a militant! 
leadership is still to be created and 
the experiences which will inevitably 
But there was another factor of at How from this retreat wili help the rank 
least eiiual importance playing its part and lite miners in making their selec- 



what has been lost. 



so that things like this should not be organization campaign in order' to organ- in the decision. It was expressed in the tions. 



repeated. We must have a real union izc the open shops, which undermine the 

that is wilting to light for our demands conditions of the workers; but it always 

and not one that will unite with the fell on deaf ears. Finally the Joint 
bos. 



numerical weakness of the Left wing.. 
Those among the delegates in agreement! 
with the position we have advocated,! 



—A. S. 



sses, get drunk with them' and then Council decided to start an organization frad to make the fight alone. Tiie com- 



'United Labor 7 or Communist Ticket? 



(Continued from page 1) 
objective. It is definitely circumscribed 
by the limits of the existing capitalist 
society and conforms to the rules of the 
capitalist state. It cannot step beyond 
,hese limits because that would lead to 
a conflict with the state power and lead 
to revolutionary conclusions, which is 
something the social reformists would 
never permit. The logic of the class 
struggle, however, presses inexorably be- 
yond these limitations and the social i'e- 
formists, fearing the revolutionary con- 
clusions, betray the interests of the work- 
ing class and give up even the struggle 
for reforms. 

What is the Right Wing Position? 

The revolutionary policy, on the other 
hand, does not at all reject the strug- 
gle for necessary reforms. On tiie con- 
trary, considering reforms as by-pro- 
ducts of the revolutionary struggle, it 
takes the every -day needs of the work- 
ing class as the basis of its immediate 
demands. But it sets for itself the ob- 
jective of change in the class relation- 
ships, the objective of replacing the cap- 
italist power with the working class 
power, Ihe objective of revolution. Only 
when this is made clear in political elec- 
tions by the revolutionary party, will it 
fully perform ils duty and only on that 
basis can it fully justify its participation 
in them. 

It should follow from this, that the 
Communist party in a political election 
is also duty bound lo appear before the 
working class directly under its own 

ii' cr, planted solidly upon a revolu- 
■ i'h- Ty r-iat.'oi'tu. With this, the liight 
-'n : Loveslone sironp is in total dis- 
a-To-. meiit. True to its opportunist posi- 
tion in every respect, this group pro- 
poses a ''united liibor ticket" for the New 
York mayoralty elections. The fact that 
it is advocated for New York should not 



deceive anybody for if it is correct for 
that city there should be no particular 
reason for its being wrong elsewhere. 

In the Workers Age of September 24, 
a leading editorial, in addition to wax- 
ing extremely indignant at the "tin box" 
corruption of Tammany Hall and in the 
City Hall, gives precisely such advice. 
To make sure of no misinterpretation, 
we quote directly from this editorial : 

"The job of the labor movement in this 
situation is clear: to unite all its forces 
and all its organizations in support of a 
UNITED LABOR TICKET (emphasis in 
original), standing foursquare for the in- 
terests of labor and determined and able 
lo make a clean sweep of the whole dirty 
mess." 

jWhich labor movement is here refer- 
red lo? Perhaps the trade unions are 
taken into account. Be that as it may, 
there need be no doubt that the editorial 
aims at the Socialist party and the.Com- 
munist party as both are mentioned in 
this connection — a united election ticket 
(if the reformist party and the revolution- 
ary party. Only from a politically de- 
generated group could such a propasal 
emanate, despite its attempt at still cov- 
ering itself with the name of the Com- 
munists. 
A United Front or a Beformist Sham? 

We have often in these columns com- 
mented upon and emphasied the neces- 
sity of a working class united front for 
specific and limited objectives of strug- 
gle. We have important historical ex- 
periences of working class unity of ac- 
lion in the sense of revolutionary and 
reformist organizations or parties joining 
forces to attain specific and limited aims 
upon which members of both were in 
accord and which were of general Inter- 
est to the broad mass movement. The 
threatening Fascist menace in Germany 
still demands the united front of the 



Communists, the social democrats and 
the trade unions to defeat that menace. 
A united front in this country for the 
struggle for freedom of political prison- 
ers is a vital necessity. A united front 
of the Communist forces, the socialist 
forces and the trade unions in the strug- 
gle for the immediate needs of the un- 
employed would be entirely correct, and 
help to put the social reformists as well 
as the reactionary leaders of the trade 
unions to the test on their professed claim 
of favoring actual relief measures from 
capitalist society. But political elections 
are an entirely different matter. None 
of these issues is decided by elections. 
They are decided only by actual strug- 
gle. 

Where is the common point of interest 
between the two parties in an election? 
To proi>agandize and to rally the worker's 
for the attainment of reforms or for the 
working class revolutionary objectives? 
To win expression of support for the 
candidate voicing the reformist program 
or for the candidate voicing the aspira- 
tionsof the revolutionary program? To 
educate the working class in an election 
campaign, to obtain reforms under capi- 
talism or to educate to the concept of the 
struggle for power? Obviously there can 
be no iioint of common interest between 
the two. 

Among the brethren of the various re- 
formist stripes there would be no obsta- 
cles in the road to unity in elections. 
Their objectives in essence coincide. The 
Loves tone group should therefore have 
confined its proposal to that camp where 
they could find full harmony. Their 
group would only complete the circle, 
that is, with the exception of the work- 
ers within.it who still see the revolu- 
tionary objectives, who will separate 
from it and march with the revolution- 
ary sections, — A. S. 



SnacKtman in Boston 

Two lectures will be delivered in Boston 
and vicinity by .Max inuachtman, editor 1 
of the Militant, under the auspices of 
the Boston branch of the Communist 
League of America (Opposition ) . The 
first lecture on -'Communism or Fascism 
in Germany?", analyzing all the factors 
and parlies in the present situation in 
that country, will he beard at Olisfield 
Hall, corner of Blue Hill Ave., and Otis- 
field Street, Boxbury, Mass., on Friday, 
October 21, 1932, S P. SI. Admission to 
the hal! w in he fifteen cents. 

The second lecture, on the same topic, 
will be held in Lynn, Mass., 235 Summer 
Street. Admission to the Lynn meeting 
is free to all, and a silver collection will 
be taken to defray th« expenses. 

All workers interested in the burning 
problems created by the German situation 
today are cordially invited to attend. 



LITERATURE FOR THE INTER- 
NATIONAL WORKERS SCHOOL 

The reading matter required and sug. 
gested for the courses offered by the In- 
ternational Workers School can be had 
from Pioneer Publishers. List and 
prices will be supplied on request. 

This applies not only to students local- 
ly, but to out-of-town students as well. 
The school is preparing correspondence 
courses. The necessary texts will be 
indicated in the outlines and most pro- 
bably will be unavailable in smaller cities 
and towns. This is where we come in. 

For some time now we have been sup- 
plying the "Communist Manifesto" and 
other Mafxian works to our propagand- 
ists in the field. We are making these 
works staple items in our stock. 



ATTACK IN UNION SQUARE 
NEW YORK.— 

It has been brought to my attention 
that certain dubious characters, who 
pose as members of the Communist party 



After the Paris Commune, 1905. Af- 
ter 1U0,-), 1017, the March days, the July 
days and finally November 7, the vic- 
tory of the workers supported by the 
peasants, under the leadership of the 
Bolsheviks at whose head stood Lenin 
and Trotsky. 

Intervention, counter-revolution, civil 
war, the blockade, famine. But the 
aroused and victorious masses following 
the policies of Bolshevism hammered out 
by Lenin and Trotsky, fought their way 
through to a second victory against the 
imperialist brigands and their brothers 
at home. 

The dark days of Lenin's sickness, the 
mole-like work of the disloyal Stalin in 
gathering into his hands the apparatus of 
the party, the campaign against Trotsky; 
linally the birth of the Opposition. 

The fight for the policies of Lenin 
against the revisionism of Stalin and the 
Bights. The ultra-Left zig-zag, the cap- 
itulations, the banner of the Left Opposi- 
tion carried info the prison camps, into 
exile — throughout the Comintern. 

In the United States a handful of 
comrades, ''three generals without Bin 
army," raised their voices for the Left 
Opposition. They founded the Commun- 
ist League of America (Opposition). They 
issued the Militant as the clarion of the 
ideas of Ma rxism- Leninism against the 
American and International Stalinist re- 
gime. 

The publication of The Militant is a 
direct continuation of the fight for Bol- 
shevism, It is an extension of the Bol- 
shevik October. It floats Ihe banner of 
the great traditions of revolutionary in- 
ternationalism. 

For four years it has raised its voice, 
loudly and consistently for these ideas. 
It has stung the Stalinist leadership of 
(he party and the Comintern with its 



Marxian criticism of their opportunist 
policies and blunders. It has put for- 
ward (he policies of the League con- 
cretely in opposition to the caricature 
of Marxism that pass for policies and 
programs in the Stalinied Comintern to- 
day. 

November 10 will be the fourth an- 
niversary of the appearance of the Mili- 
tant. It comes close to the 7th of Nov- 
ember, the fifteenth anniversary of the 
Russian Revolution, Both days are ours. 
What more titling than a joint celebra- 
tion? We have decide to put out the 
November 5 issue, which falls closest 
to the November, as a joint anniversary 
number of the fifteenth anniversary of the 
Russian Revolution and as the fourth 
year of the Militant. 

It will be an 8-page issue. We will 
print historic documents of the Russian 
Revolution never before published in the 
English language. The issue will carry 
other appropriate material on the two 
great events. 

The back page will be a page of greet- 
ings from comrades, sympathiers, friends, 
and workers' organizations. If you 
want to greet the Militant make use 
of Ihe blank below. The rate for single 
names is 25 cents. The rate for a one- 
inch one-column wide greeting is $1. ; for 
a two-inch, one-column wide greeting 
!fl.7.">; for a five-inch, one-column wide 
greeting — .f;i.(lf). The rate for two-column 
widths is double the other rates. 

This Issue marks a significant day in 
the history of the League. It should be 
distributed and sold widely. We want 
our comrades and friends to help us in 
t his sale by ordering bunles now, jn 
avance. The rate is three cenls a copy. 
Order-; must be acomjianied by remit- 
tance in full. Use this blank : 



THK MILITANT 

SI EAST 10th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Enclosed find for which please enter my greeting in the Jubilee 

Anniversary issue, November 12, 1932. 

y ime Address 

City State 



and circulate in and about Union Square, i 
where thousands of workers congregate 
daily, try to incite to riots by picking 
first on the issue of 'Trotskyism," and 
gradually took the discussion into ' a' 
physical fight. I 

Last Saturday night one of our com-] 
rades was attacked and mauled about' 
by a bunch of such hoodlums, and only 
the interference of some workers who 
happened to be around prevented a more 
serious clash. Sunday, one of our sym- 
pathiers was threatened. 



We warn all class conscious workers 
and Communists to refuse to be provoked 
by such provocateurs and clear away 
from them. We must not by any means 
give an "excuse" to the police- to inter- 
fere and attack workers in the Square. 
Instead, we must unite our forces, expose 
the capitalist tools, who try to bring 
about confusion amongst the masses by 
picking on "Trotskyism", and strengthen 
our forces thereby to he able to fight more 
efficiently against the whole capitalist 
system. — p. 
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The Power Trust and the Elections 



Without electricity modern capitalism 
would not be writing history in its pre- 
sent form. Modern capitalism rests upon 
economic relations which have been acce- 
lerated, and the exploitation heightened 
by the use and control of electric power. 
Electric power grips the entire modern 
industrial structure. The electrification 
of the capitalist tools of production has 
not been completed and will not be com- 
pleted under capitalism, but in America 
there are still prospects for forward 
steps in this line by the capitalist class. 
Problem of Tower Control 
The comrot of power becomes a hum- 
ing problem oE the ruling class, not only 
between imperialist nations but also be- 
tween sections of the capitalist class 
within the nation. The control of elec- 
tric power, like other important capitalist 
industries has evolved and now confronts 
the -people" as the rower Trust. It is 
an octopus of modern capitalism, more 
power! ui in control of life than many 
other capitalist trusts and. more menac- 
ing to the "people"— say those out o£ 
oliice to those in it. 

The capitalist, private-owned power 
utilities are centralized into about a 
dozen gigantic holding companies. These 
power combines are -regulated" by State 
Utilities Commissions, but like the Sher- 
man Anti-Trust Act or the Interstate 
Commerce Commission they are of no 
value to the "people" but only cioaks for 
further concentration of industries. 

The State Utilities Commissions have, 
without a doubt proven bankrupt in safe- 
guarding rates for the consumers or pro- 
tecting the small investors. No wonder 
the small investors, the middle class, 
Have their representatives in Congress 
clamoring for revenge. No wonder they 
want to make "Power" an issue in this 
election campaign. 

The federal Trade Commission, like 
all government commissions have conduct- 
ed several costly investigations of the 
Power Trust, and as in all other investi- 
gations "abuses" and -'startling" informa- 
tion baie been unearthed -but nothing, 
absolutely nothing has been done about 
it, except as political capital for the outs 
against the ins, and as middle class cam. 
paign material. 

The Federal Trade Commission un- 
earthed many abuses liable to criminal 
action. For example, watered stock or 
arbitrarily 'writing up" the valuation 
of the utility property, was found pre- 
valent. This enabled the trust to increase 
the rate base. The books show a "fair 
return" and "normal rates" but facts 
prove (for the thousandth time) a tre- 
mendous return and robber rates. 
Fictitious Capitalizations 
The Federal Trade Commission found 
the following fictitious capitalizations: 
American Cas and Electric | 

Company $88,492,000 

American Power and 

Light 74,000,000 

Electric Power and 

Light Company 70,103,600 

Miss. Electric l'ower and 

Light 10,000,000 

Buffalo Niagara and 

Eastern ' 53,000,000 

La. Power and Light 10,000,000 

The inflation of only those investigated 
showed padding running into billions of 
dollars. This increased the consumers' 
hill by millions. Monopoly prices are the 
order of the day. 

The present crisis has hit the Power 
Trust too. The Tri-Utility System has 
gone under. The Middle West Utilities, 
the Instill economic and political organi- 
zation with ramifications in 31 states, is 
in the hands of receivers. They are still 
investigating the company. 

The consumers have no voice. The 
trusts control part of the government and, 
with the other financiers and monopolists, 
control the whole government. The mid- 
dle class investigations never complete 
the rounds and in the long run help let 
off steam, while profits continue to roll 
in. The shareholders have less say-so. 
The shareholders should, according to 



■'fair ethics", have a voice, but the rami- 
fications of the holding companies, of 
separte classes of bonds, prevent all this. 
It is well known that the great mass of 
'■unfortunate" and ''dJseontenteddV in- 
vestors are disfranchized and have no 
voice in the actual business. But these 
investors need not worry. Norman 
Thomas of the Socialist party has come 
to their rescue. Norris and Roosevelt 
are "doing" their share. So, all in all, 
the middle class is . . . well protected, 
while the monopolists move forward. 

The Muscle Shoals war project has not 
been of service to the middle class in 
spite of the "public sentiment" and the 
fight of the middle class and farm inter- 
ests. 

The Power Projects 

The l'ower Trust told Washington what 
to do — ami orders are orders. But in 
spite of this the Power Trust is a good 
campaign issue and will be used as such. 
Roosevelt pulled a fast one on Hoover 
over the discussion of the St. Lawrence 
project. The St. Lawrence project for 
navigation and power, is vital for a whole 
section of the American capitalists all the 
way over to Chicago and the two parties 
of the capitalists and their reformer 
brothers, the socialists, know this well 
enough. lie who serves his master on this 
big waterway and power project will ob- 
tain his just reward, because it has 
great value for American imperialism in 
the coming period. 

The economic and political organization 
of the Power Trust is great. Muscle 



Shoals was an early test of strength and 
the monopolist won. The urban and 
rural middle class are reorganizing for a 
fight in the present campaign. The four 1 
great power projects under way in one 
degree or the other in the United States 
are vital for the capitalists and the fin- 
anciers; the industrialists and the middle 
class are endeavoring to obtain their 
sectional interests now. Muscle Shoals, 
the Hoover Dam, the St. Lawrence dam 
and the Columbia River dam will lay the 
basis for a vast electrification. It will 
in turn accelerate the centralization and 
concentration of wealth. That is the 
reason the forces are again testing their 
strength in the present election. Certain 
control gained now will go a long way 
for future domination. 

The InsuII Collapse 
Instill is down but not out of the race. 
Years ago the Senate investigation proved 
that Samuel Insull was a campaign con- 
tributor to the Republican and Democra- 
tic parties in the Illinois fight for U. S. 
Senator. He gave the greater part of 
both campaign funds. Col. Smith acci- 
dentally happened to be chairman of the 
Illinois Commerce Commission which re- 
gulates utilities in the state as well as 
a candidate. 

The fail of the Insull interests in the 
middle West, has transferred control 
directly to the other financial capitalists. 
The "prosecution" of the Instills will not 
alter the process. The Morgan United 
Corporation, wtih assets above sis hun- 
dred million, through stock ownership 



and interlocking itnerests, dominates the 
Eastern field. Three groups, the Mor- 
gans in the East, the banks which took 
over the Insull interests in the middle 
West and one in the West are utilizing 
the depression for further domination ot 
the electric power. 

In Montana the Power Trust and the 
Anaconda Copper Company struggle for 
power. The two control the state. 
Wheeler, who had the backing of Ana- 
conda, made a heroic "middle "class" fight 
against the Power Trust Similar exam- 
ples can be multiplied manifold. Many 
prominent politicians, national committee- 
men and state officials are officers of 
Power Companies. The reformers object 
to this. The reformer seems to think that 
private capitalist ownership is alright 
providing these same robbers keep out 
of politics '. 

The Power Trust, the holding compan- 
ies, the monopolists and financiers have 
their sectional class interest, just like 
the industrialists, who need a large sup- 
ply of cheap power. They have their' 
objections to the monopolist prices as 
well as the midde class, urban and rural, 
who by all means want cheap power — 
and the mass of consumers who can be 
lined up to fight the trust. The Republi- 
cans represent this standpat Trust's in- 
terest. The Democrats and Roosevelt 
are not a bit better, but have their own 
sectional class interests. The progres- 
sives and socialist are the champions of 
the middle class. They want government 
ownership. Only the Communist party 
has a program suitable for the working 
class. The solution of the Power Trust 
like other Trusts is only possible through 
1 he proletarian revolution. 

—HUGO OBHLEIt. 



Highlights at Gillespie 

Observations at the Convention of the Illinois Miners 



Some Lessors of the Gillespie Convention 



(Continued from page 1) 
Belleville sections worj getting impatient 
and would go hack to work under Lewis 
unless something was done. There is a 
doubt whether this was true and even 
if this was true, by mass demonstrations, 
by mobilizing relief, by correct strategy 
and tactics these miners could have been 
strengthened. At the same time it would 
be necessary to continue the drive to bring 
the West Frankfort section out on strike 
and the miners of Illinois could have been 
able to negotiate a much better wage- 
scale. The yellow opportunism within 
the leadership is directly responsible for 
this present wage-cut. 

The miners must learn a lesson from 
this experience and in the future they 
must take more initiative in the affairs of 
their new union. The miners at all times 
must continue a ceaseless struggle 
against the coal -opera tors and their 
bosses because if this is not done then 
more wage- reductions become natural and 
inevitable in circumstances like the pre- 
sent situation under the decaying system 
of capitalism. The object of the capi- 
talist system is to maintain profits. And 
under the capitalist system the purpose 
of the coal -operators and their bosses is 
not to provide fuel but to make profits 
and the purpose of the railroads is not 
to transport people and commodities, but 
to transport gold into the pockets of the 
capitalists. Further the miners of Illin- 
ois have learned by the experiences in 
Franklin County, Taylorville, Canton and 
other places that in order to maintain; 
their 1 profits the capitalists are protected! 
by all the forces of the state, the courts, 1 
the legislatures, and aided by the church.. 
Only by a class- conscious organization,! 
only by a united front of the coal-miners 
against the united front of the bosses 
can the coal-miners defeat the onslaughts 
of the coal-operators and their bosses. 

The miners must watch eloseiy such 
men as Claude Penreyv and Joe Picek, 
who on the floor of the convention said 
that, 

"the coal-operators are good friends 

of the Progresive Miners of America 

and that they will help to build the 

new union," 
After all these years of struggle the 



miners know that the coal -operators' in- 
terests have always been diametrically 
opposed to that of the miners. The whole 



JAPAN 

Its Rise from Feudalism to Capitalist Imperialism 
and the Development of the Proletariat 

By Jack Weber 



(Continued from last issue) 
Present Status of Japanese" Manufacturing 

In the Western sense of the term, 
Japan, with all her speed of development, 
far from being advanced industrially, is 
still in the handicraft stage. Not more 
than 10% of her population (workers 
and their families) depend for their live- 
lihood on the factory system. Small 
scale industry is still the rule with high- 
er factories the exception. In 1928 the 
largest number of factories (29,116) em- 
ployed only from 5 to workers; 2,283 
factories employed from 100 to 500 
whereas only 537 factories employed 500 
workers and over. Three industries 
have passed entirely beyond the domestic 
stage and are concentrated in factories 
or establishments employing more than 
500 workers. These are cotton spinning 
(95%), shipbuilding (91..) and the pri- 
mary metal industries (73%), the percent- 
ages representing the number of work- 
ers in the large establishments. 
The Textile Industries 

The textiles industries form the line of 
least resistance in Japanese development. 
They require relatively inexpensive 
plants and light machinery, using little 
power. Above all they represent an in- 
tensive exploitation of cheap labof. 

Textiles engage T>0% of the factory | 
workers; thoy represent some 45% of the 
total value of all manufactures; they 
absorb 28% of the total capital invest- J 
ment in partnerships and stock compan- : 
ies; they use 24% of the total power con- 



I sumod by industry ; and finally they form 
08.7% of the value of all exports. These 
j figures do not include household produc- 
I lion which is extremely important. Thus, 
silk reeling, the most important industry, 
employs 39o,000 workers in 3,500 Matures 
(20% of all factory workers) but there 
are, in addition, 62,000 peasant house- 
holds engaged in reeling raw silk. 
The Contract System 
Just as in England before the indus- 
trial revolution, contracting is resorted 
to on a vast scale by wholesaler and 
jobber. Almost every farm household 
does some weaving as a necessary ad- 
junct to the farm labor. The women, 
the very old and the very young are used 
for this work at sweatshop piece rates. 
Women earn about 30c per day — 50c if 
12 hours). This home-sweatshop system 
applies to a large number of industries 
they work steadily ail day (more than 
besides weaving of cotton or silk. Where 
the articles are complicated they go into 
a number of separate homes, the final 
asembling or finishing being done by the 
entrepreneur in a "factory". Thus lan- 
terns are made by different families, 
each one specializing in some part of the 
work. 

Nothing illustrates better the poverty 
of Japanese agriculture than the willing- 
ness of labor to keep alive so parasitic an 
industry as the production of cocoons for 
the manufacture of raw silk. 81% of 
the cost of produdcing raw silk is due 
to the cost of the cocoons, produced al- 



The Demonstration of 
Solidarity 

After the splendid demonstration of 
solidarity in the face of terror and star- 
vation, the Progressive Miners union is 
writhing under the realization that they 
have been defeated in their fight against 
the wage- cut. 

The mass demonstration in Gillespie 
previous to the opening of the convention 
was estimated to be over 5,000 strong. 
Then in executive and closed session on 
the discussion on the wage demands. 
Dan McGill, of Springfield moved that 
the $5.00 wage-scale be accepted. The 
wage- reduction was strongly supported 
by Joe Picek, of Benld, the reactionary 
Musteite who even voted and spo£e 
against the preamble adopted by his 
own local union, which embodied the 
demand for the full social value of labor ; 
this noted expert on economics from 
Brook wood voted for a minority report 
submitted by another pseudo-exponent of 
industrial unionism which asked for an 
equitable share. This is exactly the way 
that the pious William Green of the A. 
F. of L. and his good friend John Walker 
puts it. But militant unionists fight for 
all that is due labor. This whining op- 
portunist and pious student of Brook- 
wood, according to his conduct seems to 
have ignored intentionally his duty as he 
voted against the mandates of his local 
union. 

The miners are riot satisfied and the 
leaders are realizing it is not so easy 
to keep the confidence of the rank and 
file when they could have made a more 
strenuous effort to obtain a wage higher 
than the Lewis-Walker wage-scale. The 
coal-operators have signed so as to fill 
their winter contracts and next year they 
will demand another reduction. The 
Progressive Miners of America led by 
militant leadership could have gained a 
higher wage-scale than what was ac- 
cepted. —JACK AYRSHIRE. 

most entirely in peasant households. The 
exacting labor for their production goes 
almost totally uncharged, the peasant 
relying on the small sum of money paid 
him for this ""extra" commodity to make 

Raw Silk in Foreign Trade 
up for the losses sustained in farming. 

Japan does not use her raw silk for 
manufacturing but exports 88% of it, by 
value, to the world's richest market, the 
U. S. The reason for 1 this lies in the pro- 
tective tariff set up by the U. S, (amount- 
ing in. 1930 to about 70% ad valorem) 
which acts to strangle Japan's attempts 
to establish a silk industry. Raw silk 
forms 40% of the value of all exports so 
that when "prosperity" gave way to the 
world economic crisis, Japan was placed 
in an extremely precarious position, the 
burden falling most heavily on workers 
and peasants. 

The Cotton Industry 

At the present time the competition 
for the cotton piece goods markets among 
the exporting countries is at the very 
forefront of the imperialist struggles on 
the economic field. Cotton cloth is a 
staple in great demand in densely popu- 
lated lands with little industrial develop- 
ment. Design and quality are of little 
importance in the largest markets (China, 
India) which buy the cheapest goods ob- 
tainable. The cost of labor is a vital 
part (more than 1-2) of the cost of the 
finished product, so that Japan, with its 
iower paid workers, has a great advan- 
tage over England and the U. S. in com- 
petitive markets. Thus England is in 
danger of being ousted from the Indian 
market, particularly with the Hindus 
boycotting British goods. Each year 1 
from 1923 to 1929 Japan exported consi- 
derably more cotton tissues and yarns to 
British India than did Great Britain. 
Similarly, in these years Japan practical- 
ly controlled the Chinese market. This 
has had far-reachng results of such tre- 



history of the coal miners of this coun- 
try, is a history of struggle against 
the coal -operators- How can the coal- 
operators be a friends of the miners un- 
ion when they ore sitting on the baek 
of the miners. When men like Pearey 
and Picek get up in the councils of the 
P. M. A. and advocate a policy of class- 
collaboration as they have done they are 
bringing rotten pus over from the old 
United Mine Workers Union that was 
inoculated and corrupted by the Lewises, 
Farringtons and Walkers. The new un- 
ion must make a complete break with 
Ihe past, and clean out from their midst 
all those practices of the past. 

In order to accomplish this the rank 
and file miners must be trained to a 
realization of the need of militant, class- 
conscious industrial unity. This is the 
work of the Left wing within the union. 
There is a iarge sentiment through the 
state of Illinois for a Left wing program 
and this sentiment must be crystallized 
into an organization. There was a small 
group of Left wingers in the convention 
and they raised their voices on many 
progressive matters pertaining to the af- 
fairs of tin; new union. If the Left wing 
was organized their voices would have 
been louder and the Progressive Miners 
Union would have been strengthened tre- 
mendously to cope with the every -day 
struggles. The task of the immediate 
present must be the organization of the 
Left wing within the union for purpose 
of currying out the strivings and pro- 
tecting the interests of the rank and file 
miners. — JOSEPH ANGELO. 
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mendous significance for world economy 
that it is worth digressing into a short 
history of the cotton industry in general. 

Cotton and Opium— A Study in 
Historic Materialisr 

Although known in ancient tlnr-s, cot- 
ton was virtually discovered for Western 
Europe by the East India Company in its 
trade with the Orient. In the latter half 
of the loth century the company bought 
Indian cotton pieee goods for England 
where a large market was create*). Soon 
the enterprising merchants decided to do 
their own manufacturing and they began 
to import raw cotton. Expert Hindu 
weavers were engaged to teach me Eng- 
lish workers their art. At the same time 
cotton seed were carried to the new col- 
ony in Virginia (1050) and shortly this 
colony became a more important source 
of supply than India. 

Mercantilism and Money 
The early stages of capitalism were 
marked by a shortage of the money 
medium which was in great demand. 
This shortage gave rise to the mercan- 
tilist theory of a favorable balance of 
trade, the exporU to be greater than the 
imports so that money would flow into a 
country rather than out. In its trade 
with the East, the India Company was 
under the constant necessity of shipping 
large sums of money out of England to 
pay for its purchases of spices, cotton 
goods, etc. This raised so loud an out- 
cry from other English merchants that 
the company's charter was twice with- 
drawn and the export of silver coins was 
forbidden. The India merchants were 
p thus forced to cast about for some means 
' of securing gold and silver elsewhere with 
which to finance their trade, particularly 
| in cotton. China appeared to be a fabul- 
_ ous source of wealth, with its accumula- 
tions of ages. 

(To be continued) 



SPRINGFIELD, ILL.— 

The report I give here is based upon 
an incomplete convention. I was in and 
around the convention from Monday 
until Thursday afternoon, and even 
though the convention was not finished, 
I believe the next two days would not 
basically alter my report. 

The Constitutional Convention of the 
Progressive Miners of America was called 
for one month after the preliminary, pro- 
visional convention. The events that 
preceded these meets are well-known— 
the months-long strike, ■ — Lewis' agree- 
ment with the operators for a slash from 
$(1.10 to $5 a day in the basic wage rate, 
the referendum and Lewis' insolent 
stealing of the miners' ballots marked 
overwhelmingly with '*No" and his amaz- 
ing nerve in stating that the miners sup- 
ported his wage-cut. Then came the gig- 
antic wild-cat movement, the march upon 
Taylorville and the forcing of the oper- 
ators and state out of the pits. Then 
the epochal crusade on Franklin county 
of 35,000 miners, the ambush and the 
shattering of the army but not morale 
of the northern and central Illinois 
miners. The result of all this was a re- 
solve never to go back to the mines at 
§5 a day and that Lewis had committed 
his last act of betrayal — the miners were 
going to form a rank and file controlled 
militant union. 

The crucially important convention, 
which was to lay the plans for the win- 
ning of the strike, as the miners hoped, 
and lay the foundation of the new union, 
was called lor Monday October 3, 1932 
at Gillespie. A miner upon arriving in 
this little coal-mining center would have 
seen the city bedecked with stars and 
stripes as if for a convention of some 
Babbitt organ i /a i ion. The flag was ev- 
erywhere and over a main street was a 
sign of "WELCOME PHOfiRESSlVlii 
MINERS Of AMERICA." 

Two Conflicting Currents 

The flags, I believe, represented the 
crossing point of two antagonistic cur- 
rents: the outside forces including the 
operators wiio were united with the 
Right wing of the convention (possibly 
the latter were unconscious of this) and 
who together wanted to psychologize the 
P. M. A. into becoming a class- collabora- 
tionist, anti-radical, "American" union; 
and travelling in an opposite direction, 
the militant miners, Leftward bound, who 
in their first steps towards radicalism 
unconsciously attempt to hide behind leg- 
ality, and mask their developing radi- 
calism from a possibly hostile public 
opinion and even themselves. 

The parade of 3,000 people, in which 
much in evidence were 750 members of 
the ladies' auxiliary, was full of pep. 
The women, with their cheering and sing- 
ing gave all to know that the female of 
the species was as deadly as the malt — 
a fact which has been proven even on 
the picket-line. The Lewis machine 
never aroused this dormant section of 
the class. The youth are also conspicu- 
ous for their part in the movement. The 
parade was led by the democratic mayor 
of Gillespie, who is a coal miner and a 
delegate to the convention. 

A preacher-delegate invoked the help 
of the celestial powers for the conven- 
tion at the rap of the gavei. While a 
majority or even a substantial minority 
of the miners are not as yet militant 
materialists, many who were far above 
this application for heavenly succor 
arose and bowed their heads for the sake 
of the protective coloration that this 
would lend the movement. This has 
been explained above. 

Pearcey, temporary president of the 
organization, gave a report on the month's 
term in office since the provisional con- 
vention, lie raised the point of suing 
Franklin County for damage done the 
persons and property of the miners dur- 
ing the ambush that ended the 'first march 
on Franklin County. This is a piece of 
faith in the capitalist courts awe-inspir- 
ing in its conviction. More important, 
he discussed the loss of spirit in Frank- 
lin County which had remained at work 
— explainable — although Pearcey did not 
point this out— to the white terror there 
and aot to the desire of the miners to 
scab, if such it can be termed. 

Pearcey also placed forward for dis- 
cussion in connection with the southern 
Illinois fields, the question whether sec- 
tionalism was springing up in the Ill- 
inois mine fields. The answer was to 
be given later in a most unexpected man- 
ner'. This about summarizes his report. 
A Jagged Course 

There seems to be a jagged, uneven de- 
velopment of the movement Sections 
once noted for their militancy, like 
Franklin County, have become passive, 
while regions once inert are full of vigor. 
The reasons for this will be discussed 
later. An important task will be to re- 
strain those champing at the bit, and 
the urging of those behind forward for 
the grand united counter- blow. The eve- 
ning-out of this unevenness by raising 
the backward elements up, will be a con- 
dition for a victory of the counter-of- 
fensive, otherwise the weight of the lag- 
ging ones will drag, hinder and defeat 
the more advanced. 

Greetings to the convention were given 
by the before-described mayor of Gilles- 
pie. A movement of this scope sweeps 
ail varieties of individuals along, who 
become and have become the Right wing 
of the movement : job-seeking ex-Lewis 
men who hasten to desert the sinking 
ship hut still retain the ideas and tradi- 
tions of Lew is ism, and politicians and 
ward-heelers of various sorts. 

While the credentials committee deli- 
berated, George Seherer, secretary of 
Ihe West Virginia Miners' Union ad- 
\ dressed the convention. The organiza- 
! tlon led by Keeney is typically Musteite. 
Scherer told the story of the West Vir- 
ginia miners, of Van Bittner's (Lewis' 
'tool) trail of wreckage in a once pow- 



erful district of the U. M. W. A., of the 
present bitter conditions and low wages, 
so low that after working a week, the 
miners, in order to reach an existence 
standard, must appeal to the Red Cross 
and county relief for help. Against de- 
termined opposition of all non-working 
class elements such as the petty business 
men, Scherer reported 24.000 members 
behind the West Virginia Miners' Union. 

Politically, the movement there has 
reached the "height" of a labor party, 
formed by and based upon the miners. 
Scherer is a candidate for sheriff on the 
Labor Party ticket in one of the coal 
mining counties of West Virginia. 

His speech was saluted with great ap- 
plause. The instinct of national and in- 
ternational solidarity, choked to hardly 
glowing embers by a half decade ot sep- 
arate agreements and Lewisism general- 
ly has been fanned into a blaze by the 
present struggle. The miners' eyes glow- 
ed with enthusiasm as they rose to give 
Scherer a vote of thanks, to pledge his 
organization and the miners everywhere 
unity. 

Later a telegram from an organization 
with a similar history, in Nova Scotia, 
was received with the same sentiments. 

The credentials committee then report- 
ed. There were 10!) delegates represent- 
ing 20,000 men. The Central and North- 
ern Illinois miners were represented by 
the old U. M. <W. A. locals who had 
i changed atliliations as a group. 

Contrast this convention with a Lewis 
convention ! There the delegates on per 
diem and expenses, sleeping and dining 
in the finest hotels, riding Pullmas, smok- 
ing expensive Ilavanas. Here rolling 
Bull Durham, freighting, walking, hitch- 
hiking, pressing into service trucks and 
old Fords whose days from the junk- 
henp are numbered, eating in the relief 
kitchen and sleeping with miners' fam- 
ilies and on floors. But here virility, 
powef, staunchness, comradeship and 
courage, while there decadence, impot- 
ence, cowardice, bureaucracy, and thug- 
gery. (To Bo Continued) 

International School 
to Open 

The drive for a school and headquarters 

is lagging on the financial end. We have 

I not yet succeeded in obtaining the $300 

ifnnd needed. We have another week to 

! complete this drive and we are urging all 

'of the comrades and sympathizers who 

'are going to contribute, to send in their 

'contributions at once. Those who are 

contributing now and are going to put 

their names on the INTERNATIONAL 

WORKERS SCHOOL sustaining fund 

list, should send in their pledges now. 

Next Saturday night we are holding a 
banquet and house warming party for 
the opening of the new headquarters and 
school at 120 East 16th St. The follow- 
ing week our classes and forums will 
start. The first lessons will be: 
Monday, October nth— 8 P. M. 

The History of the American Commun- 
ist Movement by J. P. Cannon. 

Primitive Society, by J. Weber 

Wednesday, October 19th— 8 P. M. 

Origin of the Third International by 
Max Shachfman 

Dialectic Materialism by Hugo Oehler 

Friday, October 21st— 8 P. M. 

Open Forum of the N. Y. Branch of 

the Left Opposition 

Watch for anouncement 

Registration fee $1.00 per course. J. 
Weber, Administrator, 84 East 10th St., 
New York City. 



Zinoviev Expelled 

(Continued from page 1) 
the hierarchy, have been expelled with 
the others. How critical must Stalin's 
position be at the present time if he is 
obliged to resort to the expulsions even 
of such abject capitulatory as Zinoviev 
and Kamenev ! How critical the whole 
situation must be, how pregnant with ter- 
rific, imminent consequences, when even 
Zinoviev and Kamenev dare to conduct 
Ihemselvcs in a manner which brings 
about their expulsion ! 

But where is the party in all this? It 
has not been informed, it has not discus- 
sed the question, it has not decided — in 
a word, it has not acted like an inde- 
pendent proletarian party. And for cause! 
There is no such party in the Soviet Un- 
ion — -the Stalinist bureaucracy has de- 
moralized, disoriented, strangled and 
crushed it! Only tile disconnected and 
scattered component parts of Lenin's 
party are still in existence. These parts 
must be welded together again, and that 
can be done only by ideas of Bolshevism 
and its banner-bearers, the Left Opposi- 
tion (Bolshevik-Leninists). Stalin is 
leading the October revolution into the 
abyss. Only the resurgent party can 
check his fatal course and steer the rev- 
olution back to solid terrain. 

Now more than ever before must 
Lenin's last counsel to the party be 
heeded : REMOVE STALIN! Restore the 
party to itself and to its rights and 
powers! Convene a democratically elect- 
ed special congress of the party, with 
a genuine preliminary discussion, and 
with the unhampered participation of L. 
I). Trotsky and the whole Left Opposi- 
tion ! 

The revolution is at a critical stage, 
and time is precious. "Bolshevik- Lenin- 
ists, forward!" — S. 
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The Road to Socialism 

THF SOCIAI DEMOCRATIC BLIND ALLEY; THE SOVIET SUCCESSES AND THE GERMAN SITUATION; ECON- 
OMIC COLLVBORATION BETWEEN HE I . S. S. R. AND GERMANY. THE UNITED FRONT WITH THE 
SOCIAL-DEMOCRACY AGAINST THE 1WPEN MILITARY-BON APABTISTIC DICTATORSHIP 

From the Series of Articles in the Forthcoming Book 'The Only Road' :-: by Leon Trotsky 



LEON TROTSKY 



KAUTSKY and Hiiferding, among others, have 
declared more than once in recent years that 
they never shared the theory of the collapse of 
capitalism which the revisionists once ascribed to the 
Marxists and which the Kautskyans themselves now 
frequently attribute to the Communists. 

The Bernsteinians outlined two perspectives: one, 
unreal, allegedly orthodox-"Marxian", according to 
which, in the long run, under the influence of the in- 
ternal antagonisms of capitalism its mechanical col- 
lapse was supposed to take place ; arid a second, "real- 
istic", according to which a gradual evolution from 
capitalism to socialism was to be accomplished. An- 
tithetical as tiiesc two schemas may be at first glance, 
they are nevertheless united by a common trait: the 
absence of the revolutionary factor. While they dis- 
avowed the caricature of the automatic collapse of 
capitalism attributed to them, the Marxists demon- 
strated that under the influence of the sharpening class 
struggle, the proletariat would carry through the rev- 
olution much sooner than the objective contradictions 
of capitalism could lead to its automatic collapse. 

This dispute was carried on as long ago as the end of 
the present century. It must however be acknowledg- 
ed that the capitalist reality since the war, approached, 
in a certain respect, much closer to the Bernsteinian 
caricature of Marxism than anyone might ever have 
assumed, above all— the revisionists themselves: for 
they had only portrayed the spectre of the collapse in 
order to bring out its unreality. Nevertheless, capital- 
ism proves in actuality to be closer to automatic decay 
the more delayed is the revolutionary intervention of 
the proletariat in the destiny of society. 

The most important component part of the theory 
of collapse was the theory of pauperization. The 
Marxists contended with a certain caution that the 
sharpening of the social antagonisms need not neces- 
sarily be equivalent to an absolute sinking of the stand- 
ard of living of the masses. In reality, it is this latter 
process which is experiencing its unfoldment. Wherein 
could the collapse of capitalism express itself more 
acutely than in chronic unemployment and the de- 
struction of social insurance, that is, in the refusal 
of the social order to feed its own slaves P 

The opportunistic brakes in the working class have 
proved to be powerful enough to grant the elementary 
forces of outlived capitalism additional decades of life. 
As a result, it was not the idyl of the peaceful trans- 
formation of capitalism into socialism which took 
place, but a state of affairs infinitely closer to social 
decay. 

The responsibility for the present state of society, 
the reformists sought for a long time to shift upon the 
shoulders of the war. But in the first place, the war 
did not create the destructive tendencies of capitalism, 
but only brought them to the outside and accelerated 
them; secondly, the war would have been unable to ac- 
complish its work of destruction without the political 
support of reformism; thirdly, the hopeless contra- 
dictions of capitalism are preparing new wars from 
various sides. Reformism will bo unable to shift the 
historical responsibility from itself. By paralyzing 
and curbing the revolutionary energy of the proletar- 
iat, the international social democracy invests the pro- 
cess of the capitalist collapse with the blindest, un- 
ruliest, most catastrophic and bloodiest forms. 

Of course, one may speak only conditionally of a 
realization of the revisionist caricature of Marxism, 
applicable to a definite historical period. The way out 
of decaying capitalism, however, will be found, even 
if after a great delay, not upon the road of the auto- 
matic collapse but upon the revolutionary road. 

The present crisis has swept aside with a final flour- 
ish of the broom the remnants of the reformist utopias. 
The opportunist praxis at the present time possesses 
no theoretical covering whatsoever. For in the long run 
it is pretty much a matter of indifference to Wels, Hii- 
ferding, Grzcsinski and Noske as to the number of 
catastrophes that will still hurtle down upon the heads 
of the masses of the people, if only their own interests 
remain immune. Only, the point is that the crisis of 
the bourgeois regime strikes at the reformist leaders, 
too. 

"Act, state, act !" the social democracy still cried 
a short while ago, as it fell back before Fascism. And 
the state acted: Otto Braun and Severing were kicked 
into the street. — ><ow, wrote the Vorwakhts, every- 
body must recognize the advantages of democracy over 
the regime of dictatorship.— Yes, democracy has sub- 
stantial advantages, reflected Grzcsinski while he made 
the acquaintance of prison from the inside. 

From this experience resulted the conclusion: "It is 
time to proceed to socialization!" Tarnow, yesterday 
still a doctor of capitalism, suddenly decided to become 
its grave-digger. Well, where capitalism has turned 
the reformist ministers, police chiefs and lord lieuten- 
ants into unemployed, it has manifestly exhausted it- 
self. Wels writes a programmatic article: The hour 
of socialism has struck! There only remains for 
Schleicher to rob the deputies of their salary and the 
former ministers of their pension — and Hiiferding will 
write a study on the historic role of the general strike. 

The "Left" turn of the social democratic leaders 
startles one with its stupidity and dcceitfulness. This 
by no means signifies, however, that the manceuver is 
condemned in advance to failure. This party, laden 
with crimes, still stands at the head of millions. It 
will not fall of its own accord. One must know how 
to overthrow it. 

The Communist party will declare that the Wels- 
Tarnow course towards socialism is a new form of 
mass deception, and that will be correct. It will re- 
late the history of the social democratic "socializa- 
tions" of the last fourteen years. That will be useful. 
But it is insufficient: history, even the most recent, 
cannot substitute for active politics. 



Tarnow seeks to reduce the question of the revolu- 
tionary or the reformist road to socialism to the sim- 
ple question of the "tempo" of the transformations. 
Deeper a theoretician cannot sink. The tempo of the 
socialist transformations depends in reality upon the 
state of the productive forces of the country, its cul- 
ture, the extent of the overhead imposed upon it for 
defense, etc. But socialist transformations, the speedy 
as well as the slow, are possible only if at the sum- 
mits ,of society stands a class interested in socialism, 
and at the head of this class a party which does not 
dupe the exploited, and which is always ready to sup- 
press the resistance of the exploiters. We must ex- 
plain to the workers that precisely in that consists 
the regime of the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

Only, even this does not suffice. Once it is a ques- 
tion of the burning problems of the world proletariat, 
one should not — as the Comintern does — forget the 
fact of the existence of the Soviet Union. With re- 
gard to Germany, the task today does not lie in com- 
mencing a socialist construction for the first time, but 
in tying together Germany's productive forces, its cul- 
ture, its technical and organizatory genius with the 
socialist construction already in process in the So- 
viet Union. 

The German Communist Party confines itself to 
the mere eulogizing of the Soviet successes, and in this 
connection commits gross and dangerous exaggerations 
But it is completely incapable of linking together the 
socialist construction in the U. S. S. R., its enormous 
experiences and valuable achievements, with the tasks 
of the proletarian revolution in Germany. The Stalin- 
ist bureaucracy, on its part, is least of all in a position 
to render the German Communist Party any assistance 
in this highly important question: its perspectives are 
limited to one single country. 

The incoherent and cowardly state capitalistic pro- 
jects of the social democracy must be countered with 
a general plan for the joint socialist construction of 
the V. S. S. R. and Germany. Nobody demands that 
a detailed plan should be worked out instantly. A pre- 
liminary rough draft suffices. Foundation pillars are 
necessary. This plan must as speedily as possible be 
made the object of action by every organization of the 
German working class, primarily of its trade unions. 

Into this action must be drawn the progressive forces 
among the Grman technicians, statisticians and econ 
omists. The discussions about planned economy so 
widespread in Germany, reflecting the hopelessness of 
German capitalism, remain purely academic, bureau- 
cratic, lifeless-pedantic. The Communist vanguard 
alone is capable of drawing the treatment of the ques- 
tion out of the charmed circle. 

The socialist construction is already in progress — 
to this work a bridge must be thrown over the state 
frontiers. Here is the first plan: study it, improve it, 
make it concrete! Workers, elect special planning 
commissions, charge them with entering into contact* 
with the trade unions and economic organs of the So- 
viets. On the basis of the German trade unions, the 
factory councils and other labor organizations, create 
a central planning commission which has the job of 
entering into contact with the Gosplan of the U. S. 
S. .R. Draw into this work German engineers, organ- 
izers, economists! 

This is the only correct preliminary to the ques- 
tion of planned economy, today, in the year 1932, after 
fifteen years of the existence of the Soviets, after four- 
teen years of convulsions of the German capitalist 
republic. 

Nothing is easier than to ridicule the social dem- 
ocratic bureaucracy, beginning with Wels, who has 
struck up a Song of Solomon to socialism. Yet, it 
must not be forgotten that the reformist workers have 
a thoroughly serious attitude to the question of so- 
cialism. One must have a serious attitude to the re- 
formist workers. Here the problem of the united 
front rises up once again in its full scope. 

If the social democracy sets itself the task (in words : 
we know that!), not to save capitalism but to build 
up socialism, then it must seek an agreement not with 
the Center but with the Communists. Will the Com- 
munist party reject such an agreement? By no means. 
On the contrary, it will itself propose such an agree- 
ment, demand it before the masses as a redemption of 
the only now exhibited socialist change. 

The attack of the Communist party upon the social 
democracy must proceed at the present time along 
three lines. The task of demolishing Fascism retains 
all its acuteness. The decisive battle of the proletar- 
iat against Fascism will signify simultaneously the 
collision with the Bonapartist state apparatus. This 
makes the general strike an indispensable fighting 
weapon. It must be prepared. A special general 
strike plan must be worked out, that is, a plan for the 
mobilization of the forces to carry it out. Proceed- 
ing from this plan, to unfold a mass campaign. On 
the basis of this campaign, to propose to the social 
democracy an agreement for the carrying out of the 
general strike under definite political conditions. Re- 
peated and made concrete at every new stage, this pro- 
posal will lead in the process of its development to the 
creation of the Soviets as the highest organs of the 
united front. 

That Pa pen's economic plan, which has now become 
law, brings the German proletariat unprecedented pov- 
erty, is recognized in words also by the leaders of the 
social democracy and the trade unions. In the press, 
they express themselves with a vehemence thev have 
not voiced for a long time. Between their words and 
their deeds lies an abyss, we know that well,— but we 
must understand how to pin them down to their word. 
A system of joint measures of struggles against the re- 
gime of emergency decrees and Bonapartitm must be 
elaborated. This struggle imposed upon the proletar- 
iat by the whole situation cannot, by its very nature, 



Proletariat and Peasant War in China 



(Continued from page 1) 
expressing the hope that— under a cor- 
rect, policy — it will be possible to fuse 
the workers, and the urban movement, 
in general, with the peasant war ; and 
this would constitute Ihe beginning of the 
third Chinese revolution. But meanwhile 
this still remains only a hope and not ft 
certainty. Tile most import ant work lies 
ahead, 

in this letter I should like to pose only 
one question, which appears to me, or at 
any rate from the distance, to be im- 
portant and acute to the greatest degree. 
Once again I must stress that the infor- 
mation at my disposal is altogether in- 
suilicient, accidental and disjointed. I 
would indeed welcome all amplifications 
and corrections. 

THE PEASANT ARMY AND 
THE INDUSTRIAL CENTERS 

The peasant movement has created its 
own armies, has seized upon great terri- 
tories, and has placed at their head its 
own institutions. In the event of further 
successes — and all of us, of course, pas- 
sionately desire such successes— the 
movement will become linked up with 
the urban and industrial tenters and 
through that very fact it will come face 
to face with the working class. What, 
will be the nature of this encounter? Is 
it certain that its character will be peace- 
able and comradely? 

At first glance the question might ap- 
pear to be superfluous. At the head of 
the peasant movement stand Communists 
or sympathizers. Is it not self-evident 
that in the event of tiieir coming togeth- 
er the workers and the peasants must un- 
animously unite under the Communist 
banner V 

Unfortunately the question is not at 
all so simple. Let tne refer to the ex- 
perience of liu-sia. During the years of 
the civil war (lie peasantry in various 
parts of the country created its own 
guerilla detachments, that sometimes 
grew into whole armies. Some of these 
detachments considered themselves Bol- 
shevik, and often had workers at their 
head. Others remained non-party and 
most often had at their head former non- 
commissioned officers from anion;,- the 
peasantry. There also was an 'anarch- 
ist" army under the command of Makhno. 
So long as the guerilla armies operated 
in the rear of the White Guards, they 
served the cause of the revolution. Some 
of them were distinguish-.! by exception- 
al heroism and trustworthiness. But 
within the cities these armies often came 
into conflict with the workers and with 
the local party organizations. Conflicts 
also arose during the encounters of the 
partisans with the regular Ited Army, 
and in some ^instances they took on a 
painful and an acute character. 

The grim exiterienee of the civil war 
demonstrated to us the necessity for dis- 
arming peasant detachments immediately 
after tho Red Army occupied those pro- 
vinces that were purged of the White 
Guards. Tile best, the most class-con- 
scious and disciplined elements were on 
the occasion absorbed into the ranks of 
the lied Army. But a considerable por- 
tion of the partisans strived to maintain 
an independent existence and often came 
into direct armed conflict with the So- 
viet authority. Such was the ease with 
the anarchist, entirely kulak in spirit, 
army of Maklmo. But that was not the 
sole instance ; many peasant detachments, 
which fought splendidly enough against 
the restoration of the landlords, beeame 
transformed after victory into the wea- 
pons of counter-revolution. 
PEASANTS' OUTLOOK 
AND THE WORKERS 

The conflicts between armed peasants 
and workers, no matter what their origin 
was in each isolated instance, whether 
called forth by the conscious provocation 
of tho While Guards, or the tactlessness 
of the Communists or by an unfavorable 
concatenation of circumstances, had un- 
derlying them one and the same social 
soil ; the difference between the class 
position and the bringing-up of the work- 
ers and of the peasants. The worker ap- 
proaches questions from the socialist 
standpoint; the peasant's viewpoint is 
petty bourgeois. The worker strives to 
socialize the property that is taken away 
from the exploiters ; the peasant seeks 
to divide it. The worker desires to put 
to common use palaces and parks; where- 
as the peasant, insofar as he cannot 
divide them, ieaus toward burning the 
palaces and cutting down the parks. The 
worker strives to solve problems on a 
national scale and in accordance with a 
plan; ttie peasant, on the other' hand, ap- 
proaches all problems on a local scale, 
and is inimical in his attitude to the 
plans from a center, etc., etc. 

It is understood that a peasant also 
is capable of raising himself to the so- 
cialist viewpoint. Under a proletarian 
regime ever larger masses of peasants 
become educated and brought up in the 



A Letter to the Chinese 
Bolshevik-Leninists 



socialist spirit. But this requires time, 
years, even decades. When one deals 
with the initial stages of tho revolution, 
then the contradictions between prole- 
tarian socialism and moujik individual- 
ism often take on an extremely acute 
character. 

But is it not a fact that at the head 
of the Chinese lied Armies are none 
other than Communists? Doesn't this 
alone exclude the possibility of conflicts 
between the peasant detachments and the 
workers' organizations? No, that does 
not exclude it. The fact that individual 
Communists stand at the head of (he 
peasant armies does not at all transform 
ihe social character of the latter, even if 
the Communists at the head bear a de- 
liuite proletarian stamp. And how do 
matters stand in China? Among the 
Communist leaders of the Red detach- 
ments there are indubitably to be found 
many declassed intellectuals and semi-in- 
tellectuals who have not gone through the 
severe school of proletarian struggle. In 
the course of two or three years they 
live the lives of partisan commanders 
and commissars, they wage battles, seize 
territories, etc. They absorb the spirit 
of the environmmeiit that surrounds them. 
Meanwhile the majority of the rank and 
file Communists within the Red detach- 
ments uonsists, indubitably, of peasants, 
who assume the name Communist in all 



The Lytton Report 

(.Continued from page 1) 
vers for an invasion of Manchuria have 
been reposing in the Tokyo war offices 
lor several years, is not even consider- 
ed by these august gentlemen. But then 
again, Japan may have to take a leading 
part in the attack against Communism 
for it to ha harshly dealt with. 

Interesting are the remarks on the 
question of the boycott. England still 
remem tie ring the successful boycott 
against itself several years, ago, and 
laced with one at the present time in 
India, and America constantly faced with 
the same threat, cannot bring themselves 
to ignore the question. In very dip- 
lomatic language, they question the right 
of one country to institute a boycott 
against another in times of peace. 

The Soviet Union is mentioned twice. 
The report, as is to be expected, calls 
for an international conference, and sug- 
gests that the Soviet Union be included 
in the call. In the words of Pravflo, 
tliey look upon the USSR as but another 
imperialist power. The inclusion of the 
Soviet Union may have some hidden pur- 
pose behind it. This only the future can 
(ell. But of greater danger are the re- 
ferences to the strategic Chinese East- 
ern Railway. Here they speak very bold- 
ly of the inclusion of the Sino-Roviet 
owned Chinese ICastern into a greater 
Jlanchuriau system. The designs of the 
imperialist powers are too obvious to be 
ignored. 

The report concludes with the repeti- 
tion of the necessity of the establish- 
ment, of law and order, again stresses 
the danger of the growing Communist 
movement and the spread of the "Soviet 
territory", and repeats the demand for 
tile creation of an international gendar- 
merie, as opposed to Japanese troops 
alone. 

Manehukuo, puppet state of Japan, re- 
mains yet unrecognised by the major im- 
perialist powers (except Japan). Am- 
erican imperialism has been instrument- 
al in delivering this left-handed slap to 
Japan in the form of the Lytton report. 
The western bourgeoisie are withholding 
otlicial recognition of Manehukuo in the 
hope that they will thereby be able to get 
:i share in the booty. The working class 
however looks upon Manehukuo as being 
but the tool of the Japanese in their at- 
tempt to exploit the Chinese masses. It 
is therefore with great satisfaction, that 
we read of the official denials by Moscow 
of the rumors that it intended to grant 
official recognition to the new state. The 
Lytton report has attempted to lump 
together the Soviet Union with the im- 
perialist powers. Now by means of a 
sharply defined policy exjiosing the aims 
of the American, British and Japanese 
bourgeoisie the workers' republic can 
give the lie to the above implication, and 
come forth as the defender of the rights 
of the Chinese peoples. — H. S. 
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honesty and sincerity but who remain in 
actuality revolutionary paupers or rev- 
olutionary petty proprietors. He is lost 
who judges iu politics according to de- 
nominations and labels and not according 
to social facts. All the more so when 
the mutter deals with politics in which 
bands are equipped with weapons. 

THE DANGER OF PEASANT- 
WORKER CONFLICTS 

The true Communist party is the or- 
ganization of tht: proletarian vanguard, 
une must nut forget that the working 
class of China during the last four years 
has been held in an oppressed and amor- 
phous condition and only recently does 
it evince siyns of reviving. It is one 
thing when the Communist party, firmly 
leaning upon the flower of tile urban 
proletariat, strives through the workers 
io lead the peasant war. It is an alto- 
gether different thing when a few thou- 
sand or even lens of thousands revolu- 
tionists assume the leadership of the 
peasant war and are in reality Com- 
munists or take on the name, without 
iuiwu£ serious support from the prole- 
tariat.. This is precisely the situation in 
China. This acts in the extreme to aug- 
ment the danger of conflicts between the 
workers and ttie armed peasants. In any 
event, there will be no dearth, one may 
rest assured, of bourgeois provocateurs. 

In Russia, in the epoch of civil war, 
the proletariat was already in power in 
the greater part of the country ; the lead- 
ership in the struggle was iu the hands 
of a stiong and tempered parly; the en- 
tire commanding apparatus of the cen- 
tralized Red Army was iu the hands of 
the workers. Xotwithstanding all this, 
the peasant detachments, incomparably 
weaker than the Red Army often came 
into eouiiict with it, alter it victoriously 
moved into the sector of peasant partisan- 
ship. 

in China the situation differs radically, 
and thereto entirely to the disadvantage 
oi the wotkers. In the most important 
regions of China the power is in the 
hands of bourgeois militarists. In other 
regions, iu the hands of armed peasants, 
t'roletarian power is as yet nowhere. The 
trade unions are weak. The influence of 
the parly among ihe workers is insigni- 
ficant. The peasant detachments liushed 
with knowledge of victories they have 
achieved stand under the wing of the 
Comintern. They call themselves, "The 
Ited Army", i. e., they identify themselves 
with the armed lorces of the Soviets. 
What results consequently is that the 
revolutionary peasantry of China, through 
the medium of its ruling stratum, seems 
to have accrued to itself beforehand the 
political and moral values which should 
by the nature of things belong to the 
Chinese workers. Isn't it possible that 
things may turn out so that all these 
values will be directed at a certain mo- 
ment against the workers'; 

Of course, the peasant poor— and in 
China they constitute the overwhelming 
majority— to the extent to which they 
think politically— and these compose a 
small minority— sincerely and passion- 
ately desire alliance and friendship with 
the workers. But Ihe peasantry, even 
when armed, is incapable of directing 
an independent policy. 

BOURGEOISIE LEADS 
OR PROLETARIAT 

Commonly occupying as it does an in- 
termediate, indeterminate and vacillating 
position, the peasantry, in decisive mo- 
ments, can follow either the proletariat 
or the bourgeoisie. Its road to the pro- 
letariat the peasantry does not find so 
easily and only after a series of mistakei 
and defeats. The bridge between the 
peasantry and the bourgeoisie is composed 
by tho urban petty bourgeoisie, chiefly by 
tho intellectuals, who commonly come 
forward under the banner of Socialism 
and even Communism. 

The commanding stratum of the Chi- 
nese "Red Army" has no doubt succeed- 
ed in cultivating in itself the psychology 
of commanders. The absence of a strong 
revolutionary party and of mass organi- 
zations of the proletariat make control 
over the commanding stratum factually 
impossible. The commanders and com- 
missars appear in the guise of absolute 
lords of tho situation and upon occupying 
cities will be rather apt to look down 
from above upon the workers. The de- 
mands of the workers might often appear 
to them cither inopportune or ill-advised. 
Nor should one forget such '-trifles" as 
the fact that within cities, tho staffs and 
the offices of the victorious armies are 
established not within the proletarian 
slums but within the finest buildings of 
the cities, within the houses and apart- 
ments of (he bourgeoisie; and all this 
facilitates the inclination of the upper 1 
stratum of the peasant armies to feel it- 
self as a part of the "cultured" and 
'■educated" classes, nowise the proletar- 
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be conducted within the framework of democracy. A 
situation where Hitler possesses an army of 400,000 
men, Papcn-Schlcicher, besides the Reichswehr, the 
semi-private Stahlhclm army of "200,000 men, the 
bourgeois democracy the half -tolerated lteichsbanncr 
army, the Communist party the proscribed Red Front 
army- — such a situation bv itself lays here the problem 
of the state as a problem of power. A better revolu- 
tionary school cannot be imagined! 

The Communist party must say to the working 
class: Schleicher is not to be overthrown by any par- 
liamentary game. If the social democracy wants to 
set to work to overthrow the Bonupartist government 
with other means, the Communist party is ready to 
aid the social democracy with all its strength. At the 
same time, the Communists obligate themselves in ad- 
vance to use no violent methods against a social dem- 
ocratic government insofar as the latter bases itself 



upon the majority of the working class and insofar as 
it guarantees the Communist party the freedom of agi- 
tation and organization. Such a way of putting the 
question will be comprehensible to every social dem- 
ocratic and non-party worker. 

The third line, finally, is the fight for socialism. 
Here too the iron must be forged while it is hot and 
the social democracy pressed to the wall with a con- 
crete plan of collaboration with the U. S. S. H. What 
is necessary on this point has already been said above. 

Naturally, these sectors of struggle, which are of 
varying significance in the strategical complete per- 
spective, are not separated from each other, but rather 
overlap and merge. The political crisis of society de- 
mands the combining of the partial questions with the 
general questions: precisely therein lies the essence of 
the revolutionary situation. 
peinxipo, September 10, 1932 
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Von Papen's Elections 

Our Appeal for United Front Struggle of the German Workers 



BERLIN.— 

I'u pen and Schleicher have once more 
proclaimed elect tons In accordance with 
Ihe Weimar system. At first sight, this 
must arouse wonderment, since our new 
Bo ii a partes have made no secret of 
their contempt for tills "new structure" 
— though they made good use of it in 
19111. Why therefore? Because they 
too realize their own weakness. They 
also know that "the source of existence 
of the Papon government lies in the 
neutralization of the irrecon el liable 
camps'" as Trotsky writes in "The Only 
Road". And all its strivings must be 
directed towards getting out of this 
tight-rope walker's position and to find 
a iirm meeting for itself. The develop- 
ment of the conjuncture on the basis of 
its economic program does not now give 
it any great hopes in this respect. In- 
satiable agriculture is rebelling. The 
foreign political sally has up to now pro- 
duced only negative results. There re. 
mains, then, only the renewed attempt 
at combinations and maneuvers with the 
parties, especially the Nazis and the 
Center. That there have been concrete 
attempts made in this direction is shown 
by the visit of Kerrl to Hindenbnrg, the 
conversations of Hapen-SchaeffeJr, p ap - 
en-Boilz, the Nazi retreat in the Prussian 
parliament, as well as the reflections of 
the Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung on 
September IS), for exumple, on the nego- 
tiations o£ Papen with the Bavarian Peo- 
ple's Party : 

Reconciliation Proposals 

"Is there really no longer any recon- 
ciliation, a reconciliation with the under- 
standing that it is a question of political 
collaboration within the framework of 
the national tasks which are common 
to the government and the National So- 
cialist? I rreconci liable antagonisms of 

today may become political alliances of 
expediency tomorow, the interior hostil- 
ity between compatriots is nothing final. 
Perhaps the next few days will again 
offer opportunities of tying together some 
threads. . .Should it not be possible, 
since precisely in Bavaria has there de- 
veloped a certain tactical approach be- 
tween the National Socialists and the 
Bavarian People's Party, to utilize this 
practical stimulation to building a 
bridge?" 

Pa pen -Schleicher hope to carry out 
this maneuver with ail the greater* suc- 
cess since they may after all succeed 
on the basis of their program in the new 
elections to strengthen the German Na- 
tionals or similars to such an extent 
that the absolute majority ' of Center- 
Naxis is broken. 

But should all these attempts never- 
theless fail, then new elections offer an 
excellent measure for demonstrating 
anew the futility of the ^eimaf consti- 
tution, and for ripening the ground, by 
means of Interminable elections, for 
changing the constitution, for carry in; 
on a "strategy of exhaustion". 

The Papen government can engage in 
all these hide-and-seek maneuvers so long 
as there is no serious extra -parliament- 
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ary mass resistaene. The popular refer- 
endum slogan of the Social Democratic 
Party, which aims at crippling a ay at- 
tempt at an extra-parliamentary strug- 
gle, and to postpone it, is in this respect- 
nothing but a prop to the Papen govern- 
ment. It also quite corresouds with the! 
pious belief which the S. 1). P. puts in 
the existence of the Papen government j 
and the imminence of a favorable con-' 
juncture. , 

For the Fighting United Front j 

It is clear that for a revolutionary 
worker, the elections have only one 
party for which to vote : the Communist 
party All experiments with non-voting 
tor little grouplets would only help the 
class enemy. It is certainly just as 
clear that this election, more than any ! 
that preceded it, has only the significance i 
of one demonstration out of many. The 
central question today is the unfolding 
of the extra-parliamentary struggle ; the 
premise for it is the establishment of 
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the united front. Consequently, there ' . 



The weekly paper of the German Left 
, Opposition, Dl« Permanente Revolution, 

can be no question for the C. P. U. of \ Ms just beell SU pp reBse d by the police, 
setting into motion the election machine | The vou rapcn government is sharpening 
la the good old socialist party manner, ' its struggle against the revolutionary 
but of doing everything tor the estab- j pi . ess jn geliel:a i. The party daily, Die 
lishmeut of the united front, that is, to &l)te Faiine, is now almost permanently 
change its tactics fundamentally. Only | , >rohibitl . d tvom appearing. The paper 
successes on this front, and not election! uf £he l ; 1 .i J ahn« group, Volksvfille, has 
votes, will represent a real value and hem aupl „. e;iiied f or 13 weeks. Thej 

weekly organ of the Socialist Workers 

Party, Kampf signal, has also felt the; 

iron list, • • j 

The latest victim of the Bonapartist; 

clique in power is the organ of ourj 



checkmate Pa pen's maneuver'. This is 
the first and most important '"electoral 
work". 
October 1933. 



School Term Opens 

The International Workers School was 

able to o]>en the new heaquarters on timer 
due to the successful banquet held lust 
Saturday night. Over one hundred dol- 
lars was obtained, from a good attend- 
ance of a hundred and thirty comrades 
and sympathizers. This brings the total 
fund collected on the Three Hundred Dol- 
lar Drive up to two hundred dollars. We 
must obtain the remainder of this fund. 
This amount has enabled us to obtain the 
lease, make the necessary alterations on 
the new hall and buy part of the new 
equipment. We must have the remainder 
for chairs and other necessary needs for 
the school and headquarters. 

The School opened its courses Monday, 
with a few weeks delay of the series of 
Lectures to be delivered by Cannon on 
Monday and Shachtman on Wednesday. 
The study class and lecture are to be held 
at the same hour, but sufficient funds to 
obtain folding doors and other needs to 
have two meetings proceeding at once, are 
lacking. Just as soon as the funds are 
raised the series of lectures by Cannon 
and Shachtman will be held. Registra- 
tion for these two classes is still open. 

Next week we have the following class- 
es: 

Monday, October 24, Second Lesson, 
Genesis of the State.— J. Weber". 

Wed., October 26, Second Lesson— The 
Dialectic process of Nature — Hugo Oehler. 



12 th Plenum of E.C.CI. 

The Need of the Hour: a Democratically Convened Congress 



We are reliably informed from abroad : 
The long since due Plenum of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Communist 
International took place in September. 
As the first point on the order of the 
day stood a report on the situation in 
the USSR. Upon the proposal of the 
Czechs and the Poles, it was decided to 
have a report on the situation in Ger- 
many as the first point. This report was 
delivered by Thaeimann, wherepon these 
participating in the session left the hall 
in protest. The representative of the 
Communist Tarty of Poland then went 
to Stalin, who, as the "leader of the 
world revolution", did not even conde- 
scend to make a single appearance at 
the I'lemn. The Polish comrade ex- 
plained to him the Insufferable situation 
presented by the fact that at the head 
of the second strongest party in the 
Comintern there shold be so politically 
incompetent a comrade as Thaeimann. 
When it is reported that Stalin shifted 
the whole matter on to Zinoviev as the 
one who appoined Thaeimann to lead the 
German party, the eharactteriistie rrre- 
sponsibiiity of this '"best disciple of 

Lenin" will stand out all the more clear- 
ly .... 

Why hasn't there been, to this day, 
a single report on this Plenum of the 
E. O. 0. I? Why do not the party mem- 
bers receive an accounting about what 
was said and done about the vital prob- 
lems facing the international revolu- 
tionary movement today? Damningly 
characteristic of the present situation in 
the Comintern Is the fact that the first 
intimation of the fact that the 12th 
Plenum of the E. C. C. I had been held 
was given the American Communists 
last week In a passing observation made 
at the end of a cabled report to the 
New York TkwSs by our well-informed 
Walter Duranty, on the expulsion of 
Zinoviev, Kamenev and the others. 

That the 12th Plenum had been called, 
was never' known. What its agenda, was 
to he, was never known. That it was 



in session, was never known until Dur- 
anty was permitted to inform the read- 
ers of the Times. The party mem- 
bers (as is customary In these days of 
Stalinist domination) had no opportun- 
ity to discuss the problems which face 
such a Plenum of the E C C I. They 
will be given precious little opportunity 
to discuss them now, after the fact. With- 
out yet knowing the exact nature of the 
decisions made in Moscow, it is unfortun- 
ately sate to say in advance that the 
party members will be made to swallow 
the latest revelation of bureaucratic 
ignorance and impotence. 

The Daily Worker informs us now that 
a bombardment was started at the 12th 
Plenum, against the Right wing concil- 
iator, Humbert-Droz, for the resolution 
he presented. We will have occasion to 
return to this phase of the Question. But 
more important than these by-products 
of the bureaucratic jugglery which pass- 
es for political struggle in the top ranks, 
is the imperative necessity for a dem- 
ocratically prepared, democratically con- 
voked, broadly discussed Seventh Con- 
gress of the Comintern, which is now 
more than two years overdue. The burn- 
ing need of the moment is not a machine- 
made Plenum of bureaucrats held in the 
dark of the moon, and guaranteed in ad- 
vance to leave no serious trace on' the 
movement, but a genuine Congress, pre- 
pared and held as was the custom in 
Lenins days, with the fullest opportun- 
ities granted the membership, and the 
expelled Left Opposition, to discuss and 
participate in it 



German comrades. Significantly enough 
—and as a damning reply to the dis- 
graceful slanders of the Stalinist calum- 
niators—the reason given for its sup- 
pression was the article in No. 23 of 
Die Permanente Revolution which voices 
an energetic protest against the suppres- 
sion of Die Rota Falrne, the central or- 
gan of the German Communist Party! 

The official text of the police order, 
which is printed in the last issue of our 
German paper (one sheet upon which 
nothing else is permitted to appear ex- 
cept the decree j, declares over the sign- 
ature of llerr von ^Verder that the mo- 
tive for the prose ri p t ion is that: 

"Number Si of Volume 2 of the weekly 
paper Die l'enuimente- Revolution, in 
the article Die Rote Faiine Prohibited', 

'Workers, protest against this infamy' 
and which concludes with the words: 
■Down with this regime which has re- 
course lo such measures in order to veil 
its infamies', contains a serious insult 
and the intention to render contemptible 
the government of the Reich, according 
to Paragraph 11, figure I, article 2 aa 0." 
How little this arcii-Bismarckiau mea- 
sure harmonizes with the claumnies of 
the Stalinists about the "Trotskyist uni- 
ted front with Hiudenburg" Is self-evid- 
ent 

Whatever tiie official reasons given for 
the suppression, it is a fact that the in- 
creased activity of the Lett Opposition 
in Germany, as well as the generally 
acknowledged growth of popularity of the 
views expressed on the German situa- 
tion by the Opposition and by comrade 
Trotsky in particular, have not given 
the East Prussian barons who are in 
power any cause for remaining inactive. 

Although the suppression of Die Per- 
manente Revolution has been a severe 
blow to our German comrades, it hais 
nevertheless just been found possible to 
issue the district paper of the Saxon or- 
ganization, Der Rote Hurler, which for- 
merly appeared in mimeographed form, 
in printed form, as the "Information Pa- 
per of the Left Opposition of the German 
Communist Party < Bolshevik-Leninists) 
and the Left Party Faction Within the 
G.. O. P. (Saxon District)". This paper 
is being distributed on a national scale. 



Indo-China Militants Held 

L'Humanite, official organ of the 
French Communist Party, is once again 
hiding the truth *rom its readers. Once 
more it is trying to draw a veil over the 
Left Opposition's activities in the class 
struggle, to keep the workers from know- 
ing the truth about the suppressions un- 
dergone by the International Left Opposi- 
tion in the course of its revolutionary ad- 
vances. This time the silence of the 
Stalinists is more damning than ever: 
Fifteen militant Oppositionists of Saigon, 
Indo-China have been thrown in jail for 
leading the fight against French imperial- 
ism, a fight in which the party's role is 
doubly and trebly opportunist — its sole 
slogan being ''For general amnesty!" Sev- 
eral weeks ago comrade Chan van Giac, 
secretary of the Red Aid, was sentenced 
to two years in prison for distributing a 
leaflet. But because the comrade is a 
'Trotskyist", the International Red 'Aid, 
which is organized to help class war 
prisoners regardless of political tendency, 
lifts not a linger in his defense. 



Oar RnsslaM Revolution Celebration 

An entertainment in celebration of the 
Fifteenth anniversary of the Russian 
Revolution, and the Fourth Year of the 
Militant, will be held on Saturday, Nov- 
ember 5, at our new headquarters, 126 
East 16 Street. We wil begin promptly 
at 8 P. M. 



The New York Branch of the League 
under whose auspices the celebration Is 
being held is preparing an appropriate 
sured to all our comrades and sympath- 
program. An interesting evening Is as- 
izers. We would like them to turn 
out in full force for this evening. 



Our Resolution 

Presented to the Convention of the! 
Needle Trades Workers Industrial Union: 
by the Needle Trades Fraction of the 
Communist League of America (Left 
Opposition ) . 

The convention o! the Industrial Un- 
ion and the necessity of making adequ- 
ate preparations for the coming dress 
strike raise once again in the most press- 
ing manner the problem of trade union 
unity among the needle trades workers 
in general, and the Ladies' garment work, 
ers in particular. The outstanding need 
of the hour is the consolidation of their 
forces into a single organization in which 
the militant program and leadership of 
the Left wing can be fused together with 
the mass strength of the workers and dir- 
ected effectively at the class enemy. In 
this question, as in all others concerning 
the interests of the workers, the Left 
wing must take the initiative and lead 
the way. The slogan which corresponds 
most directly to the requirements of the 
present situation, and which can move 
the workers more than any other, is the 
slogan of unity. The Industrial Union 
must iuscribe this slogan on its banner 
and begin a resolute struggle for its real- 
ization. 

The present division of the workers 
into separate organizations, with great 
masses unorganized and standing aside 
from either, plays into the hands of the 
bosses and their labor agents, the Itight 
wing bureaucrats. By the division the 
position of the working masses is weak- 
ened and undermined. They suffer heavy 
encroachments on their labor conditions, 
wages and standards. The workers who 
have been forced into the Right wing 
union are deprived of the vitalizing in- 
fluence of the Left wing and are unable 
to organize an effective straggle against 
ihe systematic treachery of the bureau-j 
crats and the oppression of the bosses. 
On the o.her hand the Industrial Union, 
containing the most experienced and ad- 
vanced r.iilitants, has been unable to 
ii:i>l-!!ize a sulliciuif mass support to en- 
force its program. For this state of af- 
fairs, with all the demoralization and 
hardship it has brought to the workers, 
the boss-serving bureaucrats of the Right 
wing are directly responsible. Jt must 
never be forgotten that the disruption 
and splitting of the unions was begun by 
their expulsion campaigns against the 
Left wing and their strike-breaking at- 
tacks on the workers in collaboration 
with the bosses, the police and the A. 
V. of L. officialdom. The errors of the 
Left wing, however, contributed to the 
demoralization and facilitated the reac- 
tionary game. The sectarian policy im- 
posed 011 the industrial union, and in 
particular the abandonment of the slogan 
of trade union unity, worked against the 
proper organization of tlie workers' 
struggle and defeated the purposes of the 
Left wing. It is high time now to cor- 
ed these errors and to steer a new 
course. 

One of the chief negative results of 
the division into rival organizations is the 
discouragement of wide masses of the 
workers in the industry and their loss of 
confidence in either union — the Right 
wing union because of its reactionary 
Ieadership and policies, and the Indus- 
trial Union because of its sectarian pol- 
icy and lack of mass strength to reen- 
forco its struggles. Under other condi- 
tions these same workers, who have de- 
monstrated their fighting qualities before, 
can be rallied and organized for new 
struggles. What is needed to revive their 
morale, and after that to reorganize them 
on a mass scale, is a sincere and genu- 
ine move for unity. In this the Left wing 
alone can and must take the initiative. 
By such a move the convention of the In- 
dustrial Union will greatly increase its 
influence and regain much of the prestige 
that has been lost by the sectarian pol- 
icies and practices of the past and pave 
the way for a revival of the lighting 
spirit and organisation o£ the needle 
trades masses. But it must be a real 
move for unitl ! Not a maneuver — the 
workers are sick of maneuvers— but a 
real step for the unification of forces in 
a single organization that will bear the 
stamp of genuineness on its face. 

The action to be taken by the conven- 
, tion of the Industrial Union must pro. 
j ceed from a realistic appraisal of the 
' present situation and the relation of 
I forces. Tlie Industrial Union must de- 
I monstrate here that it is concerned solely 
with the life interests of the workers; 
: that it has no separate interests of its 
own and does not impose on the work- 
ers an organization fetishism ; that it is 
not afraid to look reality in the face. This 
reality is the following: the flower of 
the needle trade militants remain faith- 
ful to the banner of the Left wing and 
to the Industrial Union. Its moral force 
in the industry, although weakened by 
false tactics of the leadership, remains 
a great and decisive factor. But it must 
he recognized and acknowledged that the 
Industrial Union did not succeed in be- 
coming a mass organization on a scale 
necessary to enable it to wage a success- 
ful struggle. As a result of a combina- 
tion of circumstances — the combined 
pressure of the bosses, police and labor 



fakers, and tactical errors of the Left 
wing — a large section of the workers 
have been again pressed into right union 
and thousands of others have remained 
organized. From this it is clear that 
the heroic struggle of the Left wing to 
unite the masses into the new union — a 
struggle which was forced upon it in the 
first place by the expulsions and split- 
ting activities of the bureaucrats — has 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Miners' Relief i 



Within the span of a few brief weeks 
the major sections of the Illinois coal 
fields have become transformed into what 
Siberia was under the regime of the 
czars. In the southern part of the state 
the miners are compelled to go to work 
in the Peahody mines at the point of 
sheriffs' guns. Those fighting for the 
progressive union are ambushed. This 
regime has now also extended to the 
Taylorville region.. 

It is the desperate attempt of the Pea- 
body coal company with the assistance 
of the Lewis machine and the state mil- 
itia to break any strike against its pay 
cuts. But the miners of Illinois are 
just as militant, just as determined as 
at the beginning of this struggle. When 
pickets will stay on the picket lines 
without food for two days, as they have 
done in Taylorville. and still continue 
to light, it is a battle that will not soon 
be over. The miners movement has been 
stirred to its very foundation- 
There need be no doubt that they will 
know how to fight on. But they need 
the help of the whole working class. 
They need relief fo curry on tlie strike. 
They are fighting the battle of the work- 
ing class as a whole and therefore the 
question of what the workers in other 
industries will do to help them becomes 
a much more pressing one. j 

We are sure that the readers of The; 
Militant will give their assistance. But 
it should be done in the most practical 
man iter possible. The League has al- 
ready decided to work as a unit for 
miners' relief, to help collect funds and 
clothing. We will endeavor fo influence 
other organizations to do likewise. GUI' 
members will be active in this respect. 
That much wo also expect from our 
sympathizers. We would suggest that 
you who read Ibis immediately take upon 
yourself, in addition to what you can 
do directly, also to try to get others in- 
terested. Try to bring it before any 
workers' organization you belong to and 
ask your friends and comrades to do 
likewise. Finally we urge you fo assist 
in this work of fhe organizations which 
hjave undertaken to collect funds for 
the Progressive Miners Relief. 

All funds should be sent to the Pro- 
gressive Miners of America, Gillespie, 111. 



The Bureaucrats Attack 

We go to press too early to enable 
us to give out readers a full report and 
analysis of the national convention of 
the Needle Trades Workers Industrial 
Union which is taking place as we write 
in New York. But we print below the 
resolution presented lo the convention 
in the name of the needle trades fra'c 
lion of the Communist League of Amer- 
ica (Opposition). As was easily to be 
foreseen, the whole convention is now 
revolving around this resolution, if only 
because it has no really firm axis of 
its own. But there is more to say for 
it than that : the analysis made 
of the situation in the industry 
and the relationships of forces be- 
ween the Right wing ami the Left wing, 
together with the concrete proposals we 
advance in the resolution to make it 
possible for the Left wing to emerge 
from the blind alley into which the 
Stalinist course has led it— these are 
matt/era which so vitally coueqrn the 
next future of the movement in the 
needle trades that the bureaucratic man- 
agers of the convention can no longer 
ignore them. 

The convention thus far has been silent, 
on the floor, and bombastic, on platform. 
As we go to press, not one of the rank 
and file delegates has yet spoken, even 
though the recently returned "president", 
Ilyman, has attempted — in his own words 
—to provoke a discussion from the floor. 
One after another, Hit! official union 
spokesmen have occupied the time of 
the convention with the customary ab- 
surdities on fhe '"successes"; plus the 
equally customary, and equally absurd, 
'■self-criticism". Stachel, the represen- 
tative of fhe T. U. U. L., centered his 
principal lire upon the "resolution of the 
Trotskyites", and thus set the tone for 
fhe rest of the irresponsible convention 
bosses. However, the slanders and mis- 
representations of the Stalinists will not 
succeed in covering up the deep, open 
wounds inflicted upon the needle trades 
Left wing movement by the disastrous 
policies they have pursued, against 
which Ihe Left Opposition has conduct- 
ed a persistent and systematic struggle 
for a correct line which is summed up 
in our resolution. No objective consi- 
deration of our analysis and proposals 
ean be looked for from the Ilymans, 
Golds and Stachel^. But we are confid- 
ent that the thinking militants in the 
movement will seriosly reflect upon the 
situation and draw Ihe conclusions that 
flow inevitably from if. 
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Chen Du-Hsiu Arrested 

Seven Bolshevik-Leninists Seized in Raid in Shanghai 



A special cable to the New York Times 
of October 17 announces : 'The most im- 
portant Communist arrest ever made in 
Shanghai was carried out this morning 
when International Settlement police, 
acting on warrants issued by Chinese au- 
thorities, raided secret Communist head- 
quarters and seized Chen Tu-hsiu, sec- 
retary general of the Chinese Commun- 
ist party, and six co-workers and con- 
fiscated a mass of documents and re- 
cords." 

The reference is obviously fo our com- 
rade Chen Du-hsiu, who was politically 
secretary of the party during the period 
of the revolutionary struggle of 1025- 
1927 and who subsequently came to the 
conclusion, which he expressed in an open 
letter to the Chinese Communists, that 
Ihe whole ytaliu-Bucharin course during 
the Chinese revolution had inexorably 
driven the movement to its catastrophe. 
In that letter, he voiced his agreement 
with the standpoint of comrade Trotsky 
and the Left Opposition. Founder of the 
Communist movement in China though he 
was, the Stalinists promptly expelled him 
from the party and sought to make him 
the scapegoat for the disastrous policy of 
the Comintern leaders. In the official 
literature he has since been denounced 
as a "counter- revolutionist." 

At the last conference where the three 
Left Opposition groups in China were 
unified, comrade Chen was elected to a 
prominent post. The white terror of 
Chiang Kai-Shek was imediately un- 
lossed upon the young Opposition move- 
ment in a raid at which several members 
of the Central Committee of the Chinese 
Bolshevik- Leninists were arrested. At 
that time it was reported that comrade 
Chen was among the victims, but the in- 
formation proved to be unfounded. It 
now appears from the Times account that 
in alliance with the police of the foreign 
imperialists stationed in Shanghai, the 
counter-revolutionary bourgeoisie has: 
finally arrested Chen D-j-hsm together 
with sii other comrades. 



The meager reports which penetrate 
through to us from the illegality in which 
our Chinese comrades are compelled to 
operate, indicate that the activities of the 
Bolshevik-Leninists, in spite of the terror 
of the bourgeoisie and fhe violence of the 
Stalinists, are on the increase. The raid 
just carried out is objective testimony 
to the progress being made and the fear 
it arouses among the bourgeoisie. 

We await with great anxiety a more 
detailed and authoritative report from 
our Chinese comrades about the fate of 
the arrested Bolsheviks. 

In the meanwhile, we ask : "Will the 
International Labor Defense in this coun- 
try, and the Red Aid movement interna- 
tionally, continue to maintain the same 
disgraceful silence and indifference to- 
wards the arrest of our seven Chinese 
comrades as it has manifested in the 
cases of so many other Opposition fight- 
ers who have been arrested in the United 
States, Belgium, Spain, Greece, Indo- 
China and elsewhere? 

The Dally Worker, taking the Times 
report without realizing that the Stalin- 
ist bosses expelled comrade Chen two 
years ago as a "counter-revolutionist", 
tirst informed its readers on the front 
page about, the arrest of the "general 
secretary of the party". The next day, 
on page 3, it made good its "mistake" 
by pointing out with triumphant relief 
that it was not the party's secretary 
who bad been seized, but a "Trotskyist 
renegade".. Acording to the Worker 
editors, apparently, this relieves them of 
all responsibility in the matter, and 
makes unnecessary the appeal they made 
on the first, day that the workers of the 
entire world should protest vigorously 
against the new crime of the Chiang 
Kai-Shek terror. With the livep at 
seven revolutionists in danger— if they 
are still alive— the blind factional cal- 
lousness of the Stalinists can be stig- 
matized only as a despicable crime. We 
do not believe that the class conscious 
fighters will condone such mendacious 
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Socialist Meetings 
In Youngstown 

iOLNGSTOWN.— 

Two members of the Opposition and 
two party members attended a recent lec- 
ture of the S. L. 1*. on "Historical Ma- 
terialism." The lecture was used as a 
"l.ake oil" for election campaign propa- 
ganda. The S. L. 1*. was represented as 
the ■only" revolutionary workers' party ; 
the Communist patty was criticized as 
"reformist" because it took a part iu the 
daily struggle of the employed and un- 
employed workers and encouraged them 
lo tight lor "reforms" or partial demands. 
When the chairman called for o,uestions 
an Opposition comrade immediately arose 
and defended the Communist standpoint 
pointing out the necessity of taking part 
in the daily struggle o! the masses iu 
order to prepare them . organizationally 
and politically for smashing the capital- 
ist slate and suiting up a dictatorship of 
the working class which will organise a 
socialist republic. The S. L. 1\ replied 
to the effect that tlie Communists were 
trying to apply the tactics which met 
the situation in backward Russia to "our 
advanced" America. "We ought to be 
thankful," he said, "for the ripened dc. 



who were the Communists and the Un- 
employed Council. He further e-xposed 
the conditions of the unemployed work- 
ers in the city. The workers were very 
enthusiastic and interjected several times 
very beginning that the Communists! during the trial - and the J a<i S e threaten- 
would begin to heckle Ihem. A youngjed several times to clear the courtroom 
V. 1*. S. J., introduced a local member but evidently didn't have the nerve to 



of the -S. 1'. who immediately announced 
that there were three workers' parties 
but that he wasn't thereto "throw mud." 
Referring to the S. P., S. L. i"., and 
C. 1'., he asked, "Why can't we all get 
together V" And this certainly was one 
tiling we as Communists wanted to ex- 
plain to the workers present. But after 
the last speaker, who was the Y. P. S. L. 
organiser tor Ohio, concluded, he announc- 
ed that if those present had any questions 
to ask they were to write them down with 
their name and address on application 
cards. "Then we'll send you literature 
dealing with these questions," he craven- 
iy announced as he stepped down, 
"QUESTIONS!" wo and the' party mem. 
bers and sympathizers called. 

The Y. I'. S. L. organizer got up again 
and with a lot of loud talk revealed very 
plainly to all the workers present that 
the "socialists" were afraid of the Com- 
munists and could not answer our ques- 
tions. Tlie crowd was with us and we 
explained to small groups of workers 
why we weren't "united" with the S. P.. 
that the "socialists" are mere salesmen 
for the capitalists when really we should 
kick them out, and also what the Mil- 
waukee "socialists" are doing to the 
workers with their sweet "right of emin. 



try to do so because of the mood the 
workers 'were in. The case was dismiss- 
ed after the American Civil Liberties 
Union lawyer made his appeal to the 
court. 



irauuiu u..o u.^.^y ■= --,-, --- ! domain." 

The workers have only to e ect the S illsli![ltes , thc H . U P . lec 

L -. R , >«/!- »^!^„f U ,i^.^r.tl,e Y. P. S . !, meeting, prove 



vetopment of American industry and the 
freedom and democracy we enjoy here." , 

cm ^jumuiJJ. 

lecture and 

and then everything will be hoisy-totsy — ^ u ^£ p^'nu^nSTU- 
and heaveu-bko in America! ^ ric ^ ^ wiu (jve[ . ^ tlassJ( . onsci(>ua 

A very odd thing happened then. For pnJ i,. t . L[i . m elements, who are now blindly 
the first time in this city, so tar as we | followi]lg tHe ^.j-aued "socialists", to the 
know, a parly member got up at a rival' iS8 o[ Commimism . we "can and must 
party'., meeting and very successfully <I<M con)1 ,.,f. it ( . tho ,j„tl>inkable confidence of 
fended the Communist strategy and tac- the ra , lsses - j„ t he .Socialist-Revolutionist 
ties as set forth by Lenin in "Left Com- 
munism". (This comrade is "new" in 
this town, probably a T. U. U. L. func- 



tionary]. All that the S. L. P. had to 
say after that only revealed their com- 
plete sectarianism and bankruptcy. In 
fact, it was so apparent to them that 
the small number of workers present had 
been won over to the Communist view- 
point more than to the S. L. P's. that 
after the meeting many of their members 
said, "Since we're trying to get now mem- 
bers of our party we had better not al- 
low the Communists to talk Communism 
at our meetings." 

Y. P. S. L. 

The following night the local Opposi- 
tionists attended a street meeting of the 
Y. V. S. L. which has recently organized 
a branch here. Four speakers exhausted 
the usual "socialist" twaddle, denouncing 
the capitalists, reciting a sweet poem 
about Jesus' return to earth and promis- 
ing to abolish unemployment by practic. 
ing their "right of eminent domain" (?) 
if elected. 

They wore obviously afraid from the 



and Social-Democratic parties — 'M. K.) 
ONLY ideologically, by comradely per- 
suasion, by reference to life's experience." 
(Lenin, WORKS, Vol. XX. B. I page 
135). "All party agitators, in factories, 
in regiments, in the streets, etc., must ad- 
vocate these views and this proposition 
(regarding Bolshevik position on Soviets 
— M. K.) by means of peaceful discus- 



That evening a meeting of the Unem- 
ployed Council took place where the party 
brought in a pian of reorganization which 
in itself is very good. They tried to 
cram it through without a discussion, 
but it was prevented by the workers and 
the comrades of the Left Opposition. A 
real discussion was had in the Unem- 
ployed Council for the first time, fifteen 
to twenty workers taking the floor. This 
surprised the party members, and many 
of them were enthusiastic over the fact 
that workers took the floor. One of our 
comrades of the Left Opposition was 
elected to the Committee to reorganize 
the Unemployed Council in spite of the 
fact that the party had a full slate of 
its own. 

On October 11 a meeting took place at 
which Ford, the vice -presidential candi- 
date, spoke. This meeting was held in 
Rock Island at the Workers' Hall, with 
about 200 in attendance. Ford made a 
very good agitational speech outside of 
the fact that he tried to make an attack 
on the Left Opposition and especially on 
our comrades in Illinois in the mining 
situation where he tried to leave an im- 
pression that they were working hand in 
hand with John L. Lewis, and in regards 
to the Five Year Plan in the Soviet Un- 
ion which he tried to show that the Com- 
munist Left Opposition was trying to de- 
feat. 

It seemed that this did not satisfy the 
Chicago district bureaucrat or Jack Wil- 
son, so they prepared a question period 
in which some of the comrades of the 
party were to ask questions concerning 
the Left Opposition and then he was 
forced to come out into the open with 
the usual tripe. Papcun then took the 
floor and in a very short statement ex- 
posed the real situation existing in the 
miners' fight. Then the crowning thing 



its affiliated organizations ail real ideol- 
ogical life has been criminally snuffed 
out by purely mechanical control— the 
puppets change continually but the strings 
are always pulled by essentially the same 
petty bureaucrats. In "Left Commun- 
ism" Lenin wrote that there are "'class 
representatives who neither think nor 
are capable of thinking"; we greatly re- 
gret that many of the local party func- 
tionaries fall under this classification. 
With our limited forces, we hope to 
salvage something from their wreckage 
and to prevent them from completely dis- 
gracing the theories of Communism and 
driving workers away from the move- 
ment. 

— M. KOEHLEK. 



MILITANT BUILDERS 

Oar Club Plan 



sions and peaceful demonstrations, as well happened. A party member or sympa th- 
us meetings everywhere . . . takingj i zer go t up on the floor and tried to 
great care to preserve strict order and_ show that comrade Papcun deserted 



comradely discipline." (IbW, pp. 245,24(5). 
It is the Leninist duty of every Commuu-; 
ist, particularly of Oppositionists, to pro- 
test against the breakup of workers' 
meetings no matter by whom organized. 
In the eyes of the workers, to refuse to 
take part in a comradely discussion of 
different ideas and programs is to admit 
the bankruptcy of your own ideas. 

The Yotmgstown members of the Op- 
position are few, but we intend to take 
n more and more active part in the labor 
movement, patiently propagandizing the 
revolutionary teaching of Marx, Engels, 
Lenin and Trotsky. 

— 11. KOEHLBR. 



The Opposition at Work 



The Opposition in 
Davenport 

SITUATION IN DAVENPORT 

On September 30, 1932, a debate took 
place over the question of ''Socialism in 
One Country or World Revolution" be- 
tween the section organizer, Jack Wilson 
of the C. I', and George Papcun of the 
Left Opposition. Immediately after the 
debate both of the speakers were taken 
to the Police Station, where Jack Wilson 
first was quizzed by the Chief of Police 
and detectives. He stayed in the room 
by himself with the Chief of Police for 
about one hour. Then he was let go and 
George Papcun was taken in under pro- 
test, demanding that the comrades be 
allowed to go with him. After about ten 

minutes of questions and answers about ; meeting and spoke wilh Peck and Wil- 
when Papcun was bori and the like, he 
was told that be must leave town. Then 
comrade Peck was called in and asked to 
prevail on Papcun to leave town. Peck 
immediately objected. This request of 
the Chief of Police to leave town was 
made as the result of a demonstration of 
the unemployed which took place on the 
morning of September 30 before the Civic 
Planning Commission. The Chief then 
decided to let Papcun decide by ten o'- 
clock Saturday morning, October 1, 
whether he would leave town or not. The 
comrades from the debate went over to 
the police station with the two comrades 
and demanded their' release. Immedi- 
ately on coming oul of the police station, 
about midnight, Jack "Wilson, who re- 
mained with the crowd of workers, imme- 
diately got hold of comrade Papcun and 
told him to ieave town, for that was the 
best thing to do. Comrade Papcun imme- 
diately refused to carry out this advice 
of the party section organiser, and the 
workers and party members backed him 
up in this decision. 

October 1 at ten o'clock in the morning 
I'apcun with a large group of workers 
came back and toid the chief of police 
that he was not leaving town. Then thc 
Chief of Police, Ward, threatened that 
he would be prosecuted on the charge of 
disorderly conduct, but he still refused 
and under the pressure of the workers 
was released. Then the workers and the 
party members present adjourned to a 
hall to discuss the situation, and it was 
decided that Ihe party should back up 
comrade Papcun. Jack Wilson also 
changed his mind as to him leaving town, 
and in fact extended an invitation to 
comrade Papcun to make a statement for 
re-entry into the party, and that Papcun 
should discuss it with the Section Com- 
mittee. October' 3, at the Unemployed 
Council meeting, it was also projwsed 
that the Unemployed Council back con*- 
rade Papcuii against police terror and it 



was endorsed very enthusiastically by 
the Tnemployed Council. And due to the 
fuel that (he newspapers have been rag- 
ing continually about Papeiiu's refusal to 
leave town, a meeting was arranged 
where Papcun and .Tack Wilson should 
speak to show that lliere was unity 
against the boss. 

In the meantime the capitalist press 
carried on a vicious agitation against 
Reds and Communists generally, tried to 
stir' up an agitation to ride Papcun out 
of town. Police haunted comrade Pap- 
eun's place of residence daily. On Oct- 
ober 1, about an hour before the meeting, 
Papcun was arrested, thrown in jail, and 
held under $200.00 cash bond, charged 
with vagrancy. Comrade Peck gave the 
bond for I'apcun's release. Comrade 
Papcun immediately proceeded to the 



sou. The comrades received him very 
enthusiastically and passed a resolution 
of protest against the persecution of 
workers, pled sins themselves to support 
Piipeun. From the meeting rdse a bureau- 
crat from Chicago by the name of Becker 
who was introduced by the chairman as 
a representative of the District 8 Execu- 
tive Committee. It seemed that in his 
opinion it was terrible that such a meet- 
ing should be taking place where the 
Section Organizer of the party should 
speak with a Left Oppositionist, so he 
got up and in an underhanded way at- 
tacked the Left Opposition though not 
openly. He began by utilizing the same 
old arguments, stressing the eocalled 
"outside interference" (meaning the 
Left Opposition). 

Ilis actual work of destruction and 
the Stalinfzntion of the membership be- 
gan the next day when he began to hold 
meetings with the Section Committee and 
the comrades generally, when he made 
statements to the effect that the party 
should never have allowed the debate to 
go on and they should never have support- 
Papcun in his fight against being de- 
ported by the police. Much of his inner 1 - 
party instructions and discussion was de- 
voted to the Left Opposition and how to 
get rid of them and their influence among 
the workers in the Tri-Cities, but de- 
spite this, on October 10, when the trial 
came up, the court room was paeksd full 
at. the city hall — about three hundred 
workers packing in the small room and 
many more standing outside in spite of 
the rain and snow that was going on. 
Many of the workers eame before eight 
o'clock though the trial was not to start 
until nine, and it didn't actually start 
until a quarter of ten. 

The trial was made into a political 
trial in spite of the Chief of Police and 
the prosecuting attorney who tried to 
make it a vagrancy charge. Comrade 
Papcun explained from the witness stand 



Council Bluffs about a year ago due to 
the attack of the police. This didn't go 
over so good because the workers knew 
differently, as Papcun did not leave Coun- 
cil Bluffs until ten months after the 
kidnapping and beating that took place, 
and that in the midst of the attack of 
the Fascist element he was deserted by 
the Party leadership who expelled him at 
that time because he was reading the 
literature of the Left Opposition. Then 
the meeting was in an uproar and Jack 
Wilson, from the platform made an at- 
tack and tried to incite to the idea that 
comrade Papcun should be taken for a 
ride from which he would not return 
to spread the views of the Left Opposi- 
tion. Very little applause was given to 
these remarks of Jack Wilson. In fact 
many workers resented that such re- 
marks should be made by a Communist 
party organizer, and some expressed 
themselves that if Papcun is taken for 
a ride Jack Wilson had better prepare 
himself to take the consequences. 

— G. P. 



Needle Trades Convention 

(Continued from page 1) 
not met with success. The Industrial 
Union must have the courage to acknow- 
ledge this fact and to adapt its tactics 
to the situation. Only iu this way can 
the lost ground be regained and a new 
stage of the struggle be unfolded. 

The next step of the Industrial Union 
is to make an open proposal to the I. L. 
G W U for the readmission of its mem- 
bership in a body in the field of its juris- 
diction. This proposal must demand the 
unity of the two organizations on the 
basis of no discrimination, no special 
conditions or restrictions imposed on the 
members of the Industrial Union, full 
rights for every member, union dem- 
ocracy, and rights of minority political 
expression. The proposal of the Love- 
stone group for the dissolution of the In- 
dustrial Union and the return to the 1-L. 
G. W. U. as individuals is in no way 
justified by the situation and the rela- 
tion of forces at the present moment.' 
This capitulatory and false proposal must 
be rejected. The Industrial Union mem- 
bers must demand their readmission in a 
body without any discriminations. This 
correct and reasonable demand can gain 
the enthusiastic support of the masses of 
workers in the industry if it is put 
squarely and sincerely and reenforced 
with the proper campaign of agitation. 

At the same time every encouragement 
must be given for the development of a 
genuine Left wing opposition within the 
1. L. G. W. U. which will work militantly 
and constructively for the program of 
unity with the Industrial Union and for 
a class program and leadership of the 
movement as a whole. All futile subter- 
fuges and camouflage "united Iront" 
bodies, designed to nibble off little sec- 
tions of the International must be done 
away with. The task of the hour is to 
penetrate deeply into thc ranks of the 
workers iu the International, to force a 
fusion of the two organisations by the 
pressure of the masses and to reunite the 
Left wing vanguard with the masses so 
artificially separated from it by the div- 
ision of the organizations. The concen- 
tration o£ the Left wing militants on this 
campaign is the foremost task of 
hour. 



A QUESTION BY COMRADE COOVER 

Last week comrade Coover, whom our 
readers may know as a star sub-getter 
from Minneapolis, sent in a couple of 
subs and raised a question about the 
club plan: "I collected $2 from the busi- 
ness agent of thc branch for a year's 
sub and then applied the two fifty cent 
pieces to two Left wing unemployed mem- 
bers' subs. Hope I can get by on this 
as a club of four." 

We don't like to be too formal about 
the legal aspects of the club plan. So we 
have decided to let comrade Coover get 
away with it. But it's wrong. A club 
of four is a club of four half-year subs. 
That moans just what it says—four half- 
year subs. It does not mean one one- 
year sub and two half-year subs. Nor 
does it mean one paid one-year sub and 
one free. Xo. It means only what it 
says. In the future we shall have to 
disallow any such doings. So beware. 

ALL AROUND THE CIRCUIT 

Since last week's report some addition- 
al club plan subs have come in. That 
was to be expected, of course. The en- 
couraging feature about this growing re- 
sponse is the fact that the subs are com- 
ing in from cities, which, as a rule, have 
been behind the others in our sub drives. 
It is a long time since we have heard 
from Montreal, but last week they step- 
ped up to the tiring line and delivered the 
goods. Boston, too, sent iu a club plan 
sub. And so did Minneapolis. We still 
have to hear from New York, Philadel- 
phia, Newark, Clevleand, Youngstown and 
several other places. Let us complete 
the circuit, comrades. 
SL'BS FOR THE MINERS 

Subs are still coming in for the miners. 
The latest is from comrade Nash of 
Montreal. We want more. Now more 
than ever it is important to reach the 
miners with the Militant. The Right 
wing victory at the Gillespie convention 



places upon us the task of presenting the 
Left wing program for the miners. We 
cannot draw back now. We must con- 
tinue to speak out for Communism and 
the Left Opposition. We must make the 
Militant the recognized spokesman for the 
views of the Communist Left, So get 
subs for the miners. 
THE DOUBLE ANNIVERSARY ISSUE 

Some greetings to the double anniver- 
sary issue have come in. Most of them 
have been gathered in by the New York 
branch. There is little time left, com- 
rades. If we are to realize our plan of 
printing a back page of greetings a lit- 
tle speed is necessary in getting the 
greetings. 

The eight pager will appear. The ques- 
tion is whether we can got a whole page 
uf greetings. We think we can. And we 
want you comrades to get busy and prove 
that it can be done. 



THE STAFF TO DATE 



S3 



II. Nash 
W. Konikow 2 

O. Coover a 

H. A. 2 

P. Yomvas 2 

Chicago Friends of 

the Militant Club 2 
,1. Hamilton 1 

The appearance of the name of Coover 
on this list means trouble for the others. 
If Coover broke into the list that means 
there will be local rivals in Minneapolis 
who make it a point never to let Coover 
go It alone. That means the whole mur- 
derers' row up there will swing into 
line. Let'er go. 

The record by cities follows: 



Chicago 


SC, 


Montreal 


:i 


Pittsburgh 


2 


Boston 


2 


Minneapolis 


2 


Watch it grow ! 
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Opposition Debates 
Socialists 

YOUNGSTOWN.— 

October 9, 1932 

Last Thursday we held a debate with 
the Socialist party of New Castle, Pa„ 
at their local headquarters. About thirty- 
five workers came to hear the debate 
and take part in the discussion, all of 
which was centered around the question 
of the different strategical and tactical 
programs of the social -democracy and 
Communism. Several rank and file mem- 
bers of the Communist party attended 
the meeting and took an active, com- 
radely part in the open discussion. 

It cannot be said that we disclosed 
conclusively the inability of the workers 
to succeed in overthrowing Capitalism 
and establishing Socialism under the 
leadership of the Socialists, and also the 
inevitable betrayal of these same leaders. 
The limited time and the inexperience of 
our comrade (this being his first attempt 
of this nature) made this impossible. 
His chief effort was made in explaining 
simply why Communists take part in 
elections, the capitalist nature of "our" 
democracy, what Soviets or workers' 
councils arc, what is the dictatorship of 
the workers (proletariat), and other 
such fundamental Marx ist- Lenin ist teach- 
ings. And this he did quite successfully. 

In New Castle we are gradually but 
surely making progress after over six 
month's contact with rank and file mem- 
bers and sympathizers of both the Social- 
ist and Communist parties. There is a 
good worker eiement in both groups ; 
the members of the C. P. especially have 
shown their unwillingness to follow their' 
socalled leaders blindly or to be bullied 
by them. We hold eomradely discus- 
sions with them, and frequently they 
have demonstrated their agreement with 
us on individual points by propagandizing 
our views and distributing our litera- 
ture, such as The Militant, Trotsky's 
pamphlets and our leaflet on the German 
situation. 

In Youngstown, however, it cannot be 
said that there is a good worker element 
among the Socialists ; we have success- 
fully mado contact with the few work- 
ers they have in their ranks. On the 
situation. We are going to try hard to 
ers misled by the Socialists. We plan to 
increase our activities In New Castle dur- 
ing the coming winter : we feel confident 
that our efforts will meet with success. 

It is very unfortunate that, on the 
other hand, in the Communist party and 



With the Greek Workers 

NEW YORK.— 

Last fall, as the readers of the Mili- 
tant remember, a group of our comrades 
were expelled from the Greek Workers 
Club ''Spartacus", because they Insisted 
upou the application of the Constitution 
of the Club which plainly states that the 
nature of the Club is educational and as 
such aims to approach every Greek- 
speaking worker of N. Y. City. The of- 
ficial Greek Stalinists could not tolerate 
such criticism and therefore resorted to 
the same destructive tactics of expulsion 
toward every comrade that attempted to 
put an end to the many shortcomings of 
the Club. Last week thirty workers, 
through their committee, appealed to the 
E. C. and the membership of the Club 
for reinstatement in its ranks, because 
they are sincerely convinced that only 
the unification of the revolutionary forces 
among the Greek workers can bring about 
the fulfillment of the goal for which we 
are striving. They stated plainly that 
as revolutionary workers they must par- 
ticipate in the class struggle and that 
it is impossible for them to expect in a 
fatalist manner the spontaneous awaken- 
ing of the Greek workers. 

They pointed out that the responsi- 
bility for the continuation of the division 
of the revolutionary forces rests upon the 
shoulders of those who expelled them or 
those who will prevent their reinstate- 
ment in the ranks of the Club. There- 
fore the organization of another' club 
could be prevented. 

Last Monday, October 10 the regular 
membership meeting of the Club was 
held. Before the meeting was called 
to order some Stalinists began to attack 
comrade Brass with every kind of slan- 
der. Brass demanded an explanation of 
the conduct of the Stalinists but they 
flatly refused to give one. When the 
point of correspondence on the agenda 
was discussed, comrade Brass requested 
that the letter of the thirty workers be 
read to the membership in order that 
every worker acquaint himself with Its 
content. Every epithet was hurled at 
him by some Stalinists and most of the 
members kept an icy silence. The comrade 
left the meeting protesting against the 
abuse of the elementary rights of the 
members, and was followed by other 
members who later returned to the 
meeting to fight out with the bureau- 
crats this shameful procedure. Next 
week we are going to print detailed re- 
ports of the proceedings of the meeting. 

• * » * 
The Empros 

As we pointed out many times in the 
past the Greek Stalinists, with their one- 
sidedness towards the National Herald, 
have clearly given the impression to the 
workers that they were under the control 
of the notorious lackey Vassardakis. The 
reasons of this suspicion were created 
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Our Anniversary Number 



We are only two issues away from 
our first eight-page issue — the double 
anniversary number, celebrating the fif- 
fteeuth anniversary of the Bolshevik Oct- 
ober, and the fourth year of the Mili- 
tant. We are busily preparing the nec- 
essary material ; the historic documents 
never before published in the English 
language, which we promised and other 
material dealing with the four years' 
fight of the Militant for the ideas of 
revolutionary ituernationalism. 

We know that everyone is eagerly 
awaiting the appearance of this issue. 
They are expecting us to keep our pro- 
mises. For our part we will do thc very 
best we can. We will come through. The 
question we want to pose now is : Is ev- 
ery comrade and sympathizer discharging 
his obligation to this isseV We must 
say frankly that there is a noticeable 
lag in the response on the part of our 
comrades and friends to our appeals for 
greetings and special bundle orders. 

Everyone knows that, the only way of 
meeting the added expenses of this is. 
se is through the support of our com- 
rades and sympathizers. Onless they 
send in greetings and special bundle or- 
ders we will be unable to meet the ex- 
pense. 



But more than that. We put the ques- 
tion even more emphatically. We want 
this issue, as far as the greetings are 
concerned, to be a demonstration of the 
sympathy and prestige which the Militant 
enjoys all over the country and abroad. 
The greetings will be one wa of making 
tl»i« derf onstratiot*, -Let ivs phow the 
world that we are solidly behind the 
fight of ihe Communist League ;\t\<\ the 
Militant In, its historic light for the line 
of Leninism,. 

A greeting is only a quarter'. Every- 
one must be able to raise at least that 
sum. Let us flood the Militant wilh our 
greetings Make it a political demonstra- 
tion! Use the blanks below. 

Xo much for individual greetings. Do 
you know workers' organizations sym- 
pathetic to usV There are good number. 
Get greetings from them. The rates for 
greetings are: ji one-inch, one-column 
wide greeting is $1. ; a two-inch, one- 
colmn wide greeting is .$1.75; a live-inch 
greeting is $■'- For two column greet- 
ings the rates arc double. These greet- 
ings can also be had from newsstands 
and bookstores which handle the Mili- 
tant. The blank below can also be used 
for this purpose. Now let us go to work 
in earnest and get greetings. 



THE MILITANT 

S4 EAST 10th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Enclosed find for which p lease enter my greeting in the Jubilee 

Anniversary Issue. November 5, 1932. 
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on account, of the total absence of any 
revolutionary news in the columns of the 
Empros and its entire preoccupation with 
the personal love affairs, religious rights 
of its editor and every other kind of news 
befitting a tabloid but not a Communist 
newspaper. The Greek party members 
protested to the high priests of Stalin- 
ism, and the scandal reached such pro- 
portions that they were forced to re- 
move the famous editor Sacellarios 
whose despicable rQcord In the labor 
movement we printed in the Militant last 
year. Tiie new editorial board condemned 
th<; past course and promised to the 
Greek workers that in the future they 
will follow a correct policy which will 
not give any suspicions of favoring the 
monarchist organ Atlantis. 

To dispel any suspicious of the work- 
ers they printed a statement which toads 
as foliows: The collection thieves, in 
their attempt to color' the revelations of 
Empros against them as a personal strug- 
gle, attempted to connect Mr. Vassardakis 
with the Empros. We considered this 
pretension of theirs as needing no re- 
pudiation, because every one knows that 
only members of Communist party par- 
ticipate in the direction of a Communist 
newspaper. And Mr. Vassardakis is not 
a Communist but belongs to the bour- 
geois class. (Empros, June 25, 1932.).. 



For the last 3 months they discon- 
tinued their one-sidedness and began to 
attack both newspapers as equally re- 
sponsible for the exploitation of the Greek 
workers. At that time we warned the 
Creek workers through CommuuistCs that 
they must always be alert in order to 
prevent the repetition of the old course 
because we were sure that the mere sub- 
stitution of one bureaucrat by another 
will not change the evils. How the course 
of time justified our warnings is proved 
by the last three issues of the Empros. 
Serious issues of the class struggle are 
either eliminated from the columns of 
the Empros or are given an insignificant 
space, and the main issue is becoming 
again the publication of Vassardakis' 
affairs with his former master in the 
Greek and American courts. About the 
Greek elections they preferred to men- 
tion nothing before the elections to en- 
lighten the Greek workers concerning the 
struggle of the Communists in Greece. 
Even the Scottsboro case is not consider- 
ed of such an important nature to be 
given, prior to the demonstration, any 
space at all. Well, the Greek Stalinists 
can pride themselves on being more ideal 
representatives of Stalinism in America. 
This claim of theirs we granted to 
them and they really deserved it. 

A.C. 
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A National Revolution in the South? 



Every important revolutionary question 
that Stalinism has attempted to solve and 
explain, to the party and to the class, 
has resulted ia greater confusion and 
further revision of Marxism. Since the 
1U2S revolution in Germany, Stalinism 
has grown to a full size menace to the 
Bolshevik-Leninist position of the prole- 
tarian revolution. In every part of. the 
world, where revolutionary situations 
have developed favorable to the exten- 
sion of the October revolution, Stalinism 
has stayed the hand of the Communist 
vanguard, sowed confusion, by a combina- 
tion of zig-zags, from opportunism to 
adventurism. 

In the United States we have not yet 
had a revolutionary situation favorable 
for the proletarian seizure of power, not- 
withstanding the fact that the VII Na- 
tional Convention of the Communist Party 
of the United States adopted a thesis 
which said we were faced with a revolu- 
tionary upsurge in 11*30 — that is, in the 
first year of the present crisis. Because 
our -test" is still ahead Stalinism has 
not been able to repeat its criminal ac- 
tion in America. 

The absence of a revolutionary situa- 
tion in the United States up to the pre- 
sent has prevented the Stalinists from 
presenting us with their directives in ac- 
tion. However, there is sufficient mater- 
ial on hand to determine what road to 
power the Stalinists have charted out for 
the American workers. 

The Stalinist "Chart for the U. S." 

In the present decay stage of capital- 
ism we are confronted with an era of 
proletarian revolutions which will be 
supported in the backward and under- 
developed capitalist countries by colonial 
uprisings and bourgeois- democratic rev- 
olutions, which have as their driving 
force, not the bourgeoisie, but the prole- 
tariat, with the support of the peasan- 
try. In the developed capitalist coun- 
tries, particularly in the United States, 
we are heading for a proletarian revolu 
tion. 

The Centrists present their position in 
the • 'Resolution of the Communist Inter- 
national on the Negro Question in the 
United States," of October 1930. The 
C. I. resolution says, 'iThe various forms 
of oppression of the Negro masses, who 
are concentrated mainly in the so-called 
•Black Belt' provide the necessary condi- 
tions for a national revolutionary move- 
ment among the Negroes." We are thus 
informed by Stalinism that the road to 
power In parts of the United States leads 
through the ''national revolution." Stal- 
inism says the "national revolution" will 
come first or that an agrarian revolution 
in the South will lay the basis for self- 
determination for the Negro masses. 
Let us see what the C. I. resolution says, 
"Therefore, the overthrow of tiiis class 
rule in the Blaek Belt is unconditionally 
necessary in the struggle for the Negroes' 
right to self-determination. This, how- 
ever, means at the same time the over- 
throw of the yoke of American imper- 
ialism in the Black Belt on which the 
forces of the local white bourgeoisie de- 
pend. Only in this way, only if the 
Negro population of the Black Belt wins 
its freedom from American imperialism 
even to the point of deciding itself the 
relations between its country and other 
governments, especially the United States, 
will it win real and complete self-detef- 
minatiou. One should demand from the 



Discussion Article on the 
Negro Question 



beginning that no armed forces of the 
American imperialists should remain on 
the territory of the Black Belt." 

The Faree of the "Democratic 
Dictatorship" in the South 

According to this quotation, Stalinism 
does not only believe in a national rev- 
olution in PART of the United States 
but considers this national revolution to 
be the prelude to the proletarian rev- 
olution. Or, that first we will have a 
national revolution in the South—which 
will overthrow American Imperialism — 
and then, sometime later, the proletariat 
will have its revolution. There are 
plenty of quotations in the history of 
the American Communist movement to 
prove that the party ia aiming at a pro- 
letarian revolution — but the present Stal- 
inist position on tbe Negro question, 
which speaks of an agrarian revolution, 
of a 'national revolution", shows that 
they are badly confused. They are now 
aiming, not only at a proletarian revolu- 
tion but are also aiming to establish a 
power in the South by a national revolu- 
tion. Stalinism will not be able to wipe 



not be "called a special colony of the 
United States", but at the same time the 
resolution says, "In the interest of the 
utmost clarity of ideas on this question, 
the Negro question in the United States 
must be reviewed from the standpoint of 
its peculiarity, namely, as a question of 
an oppressed nation, which in a peculiar 
and extraordinary distressing situation of 
national oppression not only in view of 
the prominent radical distinction (mark- 
ed difference of color of skin, etc.), but 
above all, because of considerable social 
antagonism (remnants of slavery)." 

After we are informed that remnants 
of slavery are a fact, the same resolu- 
tion tells us that slavery is a fact. "It 
is only a Yankee bourgeois lie to say that 
the yoke of Negro slavery has been lift- 
ed in the United States. Formally it 
has been abolished but in practise the 
great majority of the Negro masses in 
the South are living in slavery in the lit- 
eral sense of the word." Economic an- 
alysis has been replaced by "moral de- 
terminism." After we are told of rem- 
nants of slavery and then of slavery, the 
resolution continues, "More than three- 
fourtlis of -all the Negro farmers have 
been bound in actual serfdom to farms 
and plantations of white exploiters by the 
feudal system of 'share cropping'." The 
■ national question as well us the bind of 
I labor : slaves, serfs or workers and farm- 



this out of the Communist movement un- > ^ ^ ^ piia!ism Spends, ^ upon 



til it corrects its position on the Negro 
question. 

The resolution says, "Moreover, the 
party cannot make its stand for this 
slogan depend upon any condition, even 
the condition that the proletariat has the 
hegemony in the national revolutionary 
Negro movement or that the majority of 
the Negro population in the Black Belt 
adopt the Soviet form (as Pepper de- 
manded) etc." This is not an abstract 
sentence speaking of colonial movements 
where we will support revolutions against 
imperialism even though we do not have 
hegemony. It is a concrete statement 
for the southern part of the United 
States. In other words, they leave the 
door open for a revolution, a national 
revolution, in the southern part of the 
UNITED STATES which will not have a 
proletarian hegemony and will establish 
a power — other than a Soviet. ; What kind 
of a revolution have the Stalinists in 
store for us? What is their perspective? 
They can speak of a proletarian revolu- 
tion all they want to but if they at the 
same time speak of a "national revolu- 
tion" in the South, which will be the 
first or coming revolution — this in itself 
discounts what they say about the rev- 
olution to follow. To aim, first at a na- 
tinal revolution and then at a proletarian 
revolution in the United States is worse 
than the path of Stalinism in China, 
where they Erst aimed at the "dem. 
ocratic dictatorship" through the four 
class party— and then (?) later' (?) at 
the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

This false base in the United States is 
no accident— it flows from the false pre- 
mise of the theory of socialism in one 
country. On this revisionist base no 
Marxian theory for revolution for devel- 
oped or backward capitalist countries can 
be developed. 

The resolution is a bundle of confusion. 
A couple of examples can be presented. 
The resolution says the Blaek Belt ean- 



The condition of the Negro farmers is 
a remnant, a carryover which no one 
can deny, hut the uneven development 
within countries as well as between coun- 
tries which express the law of uneven 
development, not only skips stages but 
also bundles into knots different prob- 
lems, which can only be untangled if the 
key is found. The keys for colonial coun- 
tries and for the United States are dif- 
ferent. For colonial countries, the solu- 
tion of the agrarian problem, under the 
dictatorship of the proletariat expresses 
itself through giving land to the peasants, 
as a transition measure, essential, be- 
cause a machine base for proper collecti- 
vization is lacking. 

The solution of the agrariau problem 
in the United States, and this includes 
the Negro farmers, is not through 
TRANSITION STEPS (national revolu- 
tion, agrarian revolution, etc.) but 
through the transformation of these anti- 
quated methods of agricultural produc- 
tion into modern machine production. 
The collectivization of the farms, upon a 
machine base, and the transformation of 
oppressed farmers, black and white, not 
into free farmers with a plot of land, 
but into agrarian wage workers of the 
collectivized projects. This will be the 
product of the proletarian revolution. 

We ask you readers to read the C. I. 
resolution yourself. It is printed by the 
party as, "The Communist Position on 
the Negro Question." The sections of the 
book by Browder and others present the 
case in an even more confused manner. 
A Loophole for a Rotreat 
In the same resolution, they quote the 
Colonial Theses of the Sixth World Con- 
gress. ''But it is also clear that only a 
victorious proletarian revolution will 
finally deeitfe the agrarian question and 
the national question in the South of the 
United States, in the interest of the pre- 
dominating mass of Negro population of 
the country." The sentence says, "fin- 
ally decide", meaning that the first rev- 
olution will be a "national revolution" 
and later we will have a proletarian rev- 
olution. 

The socialists tell us they are aiming 
at a socialist mode of production. But 
what road do they follow to get it? The 
Stalinists tell us that hey are aiming 
at the proletarian revoluion too. But 
what road do they follow in the United 
States to get it? They tell us — first, a 
national revolution in the South, and 
then a proletarian revolution. The road 
to power cannot be separated from power 
itself, nor can the road to power be cor- 
rected if we tack on for the distant fu- 
ture the goal of the proletarian revolu- 
tion, or the socialist mode of production. 
So many good words and intentions, and 
that's all. 
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moral conclusions of double exploita- 
tion, but 'Upon economic relations. 

One cannot come to a correct conclu- 
sion by approaching the problem of the 
coming revolution in the United States 
from the standpoint of the parts (south). 
Only by considering the part, f the South, 
in relation to the whole, to the United 
States and world capitalism, can we find 
the Marxian road to power. The un- 
solved carry-overs in the South, the eco- 
nomic needs and democratic demands 
that capitalism thrives on can not be 
fulfilled by a national revolution. They 
can only be eliminated in the United 
States by the overthrow of American 
imperialism. 

The only force capable of this task 
is the proletarian revolution under the 
leadership of the Communist Party led 
by Marxists and not muddle-headed 
Stalinists. 

The C. I. resolution informs us that 
the agrarian problem is the basis of the 
national question. This is a return to an 
ecoonmic base. But this correct abstrac- 
tion is used for false conclusions. The 
agrarian problem of the Russian, Chinese 

or Mexican peasants is not the same rej(? ction of the Marxian theory 

agrarian problem of the American Negro. r ^ revo!ution Dy Stalinism 

es. From the standpoint of exploration * rf ^ ^.^^ 

or from the standpoint of moral consi- ^^ flf ^^ iu om> MUllt ,. y jg the 

base of these blunders, not only in Amer- 
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Rise from Feudalism to Capitalist Imperialism 
and the Development of the Proletariat 

Jack Weber 



By 



(Continued from last issue) 
China at that period was completely 
self-sustaining. The Chinese were skilled 
handicraftsmen whose labor was so cheap 
that it was impossible to undersell her 
goods iu her own market. China prac- 
tised both silk and cotton weaving so that 
no cotton goods could be sold in the Far 
East by Europeans. The English tried 
to sell their most important manfacture, 
woolen goods, but this was a drug on 
the market. 

The Snuggling of Opium 

There was only one commodity that the 
English found they could sell in China- 
opium ! Opium was grown extensively in 
I|ndia where it was used as a drink, but 
was little known in China. The English 
mixed the opium with tobacco brought 
Trom America and planted in Formosa. 
The Chinese learned to smoke this mix- 
ture, and then opium alone. As soon as 
its effects became known in China, its 
importation was strictly prohibited under 
penalty of death. But the Europeans, 
particularly the British, started to smug- 
gle it in using even the British Navy 
for this purpose. The traffic assumed 
such tremendous proportions that it liter- 
ally drained the gold and silver out of 
China, gold and silver that the British 
traders used to pay for Indian cotton 
of which they imported one million lbs. 
a year by 1700 and 50 million by 1800. 

So appallingly great became the illicit 
opium traffic— in time— that in sheer de- 
speration the corrupt Chinese officials 
were drivi'n to action. Around 1840 they 
seised a large number of chests of opium 
brought in by the English, and destroyed 
them. This was quickly seized upon by 
imperialist England as a good pretext 
for declaring war on China (the Opium 
Wars of the 1840's). China was forced 
to permit opium in and at the same time 
England was given a foothold in the 
Yangtse Valley at Hongkong. 

Queerly enough, however, the British 
need for opium in China had ceased at the 
very time China was being coerced into 
its acceptance. The reason for this 
change must be sought in the industrial 
revolution. The cotton industry had glv- 



deration wo can say the Negroes of the 
South are as bad off, if not worse off, 
than the others, but this does not solve 
the problem. The approach to the prob- 
lem must be te ECONOMIC RELATION- 
SHIPS. Carryovers in developed Amer- 
ica and feudal remnants of backward 
countries are two different problems. .We 
do not conclude after we have analyzed 
the relation of the share-croppers to the 
landowners and local bankers. This 
must be extended to the WHOLE, which 
is within the framework of the capital- 
ist mode of production of developed Am- 
erican imperialism. The question of 
the state and the ruling class cannot be 
ignored in the problem. 



stances, Soviet Russia considers that its 
participation would be useless." Making 
a market for opium means "'repeats" and 
how lucrative the business is, may be 
judged from the estimate that it amounts 
to some $000,000,000 per year in China! 
What chance is there that so vast a busi- 
ness will be abolished under capitalism? 
In 1917 Japan's imports of morphine from 
England— intended for China— amounted 
to 600,000 ounces. The exact revenue 
derived from opium in India Is unknown, 
a dark secret in the archives of a special 
revenue department. But it is known to 
supply 4y'/„ of the revenue in Straits 
Settlement, 21% in French Indo-China* 
11% in the Dutch East Indies, 2S% in 
Siam, 12 to 50% in Persia. The British 
government grants loans to farmers with- 
out interest to raise poppy, the govern- 
ment buying the entire crop. The price 
of poppy is regulated to spread the poppy 
acreage as against the competing crop- 
wheat! It is a foregone conclusion that 
capitalism will not solve this problem 
which will be liquidated only after the 



ica but wherever the Stalinists partici- 
pated in a revolution or where they pre- 
sent directives for the coming revolution. 
The coming revolution in America will be 
a proletarian revolution. It wll not only 
complete the unfinished carryovers but it 
will primarily solve the problems of the 
working class. 

—HUGO OEHLER. 



VOTE 
COMMUNIST ! 



en a great impetus to factory develop- 
ment and this in turn stimulated English 
mechanical inventions. In 1785 for the 
first time steam engines were used in 
factories. The spinning-mule and the 
power loom had come into existence. 
England was transformed from a country 
that imported cotton goods in 1700 to one 
that exported to the extent of over 1 one 
million pounds sterling by 1800. Her ex- 
ports went mostly to her colonies, — but 
now she could even undersell cheap Chi- 
nese labor 1 due to the superior productiv- 
ity of the machines. Hence opium was 
no longer needed to finance the purchase 

°V n 7erTe e dHvin g -force of profits, how- ProteUrto -volution and the elimina- 



ever, the opium traffic could not be stop- 
ped. It had now invaded China in the 
fortn of poppy-growing, the mercenary 
Chinese officials encouraging this under 
the pretext that it would help keep Chi- 
nese money at home. 

Japan and Opium 

History has repeated Itself after a 
fashion. Today Japan seeks to finance 
her purchases of raw cotton from abroad. 
One of the means used to accomplish 
this, is the sale of opium and of manu- 
factured narcotics to China. Manchuria 
has always been a base for this traffic. 
The Japanese, in ousting Chacg-Hsiao- 
liang, have taken over his control of 
opium. But it is no longer merely raw 
opium but the cheaper manufactured 
narcotics, morphine and heroin. These 
are supplied by the "advanced" capitalist 
countries, the U. S., England, Germany, 
Switzerland to China via Japan. The 
privileged consular pouches and parcels 
post system of Japan in Manchuria, are 
freely used for this purpose. 

The League of Nations in typical fash- 
Ion, has convened bodies of "experts" to 
help "solve" the opium problem. Soviet 
Russia, invited to these fake conferences, 
replied : "The government of the U. S. 
S. R. has come to the conclusion that 
In connection with the task of fighting 
the spread of opium and other drugs, 
the various states are striving to satisfy 
their own commercial interests and gain 
material benefits. Under such circum- 



Uon of the profit motive. 
Cotton and the Swadeshi Movement 
The industrial revolution not only per- 
mitted the English to undersell the Chi- 
nese but also the Hindus whose handi- 
craft industry practically disappeared as 
a result. Gandhi, put forth by the Swa- 
deshi movement to win over and mis- 
lead the Hindu masses, interprets the 
modern Swadeshi movement in terms of 
reestablishing this vanished art. Only the 
most gullible individual could swallow 
this pretense. The Swadeshi movement 
is the bid of the Indian national bour- 
geoisie for an alliance with the British 
imperialists in the exploitaton of the 
Hindu workers— particularly in the new- 
ly rising cotton mills. All that the In- 



dian bourgeoisie desire is a protective 
tariff to keep out competition -until their 
"infant" industry is strong enough to 
stand on its own lusty feet (on the backs 
of the Hindu workers, of course]. Back 
in 1907 Dr. R. B. Gosh, president of the 
first National Indian Congress, stated: 
"What reasonable man can doubt that 
the real strength of the Swadeshi move- 
ment is to be found in our national de- 
.sire to nurse our own industries, which 
the Government of India, with their free 
trade principles, are unable to protect by 
building up a tariff wall?" On the Brit- defense organizations. 



GILLESPIE.— 

The National Miners Union had pre- 
sented a credential for a fraternal delega- 
tion for 1 Nelson, Meyerscough, Minerich 
and Rorlch. The Right wing showed it- 
self, amid much demagogy, much flaunt- 
ing of the red herring, one delegate 
from Auburn, proclaiming loudly bis Am- 
ericanism, threatened to withdraw if the 
N. M. U. were permitted to remain in 
the hall, The Right wing was victorious 
and the N. M. U. was not seated while 
the West Virginia Miners Union was. The 
N. M. U. was not even allowed the floor 
when the motion was made and carried 
to proceed to the next order of business. 
The light of the Left wing was unavail- 
ing against the double factor of the red 
phobiac reactionaries and the disrepute 
of Communism because of the record of 
the Stalinists. The second factor pre- 
pared the miners to be easy prey for the 
reactionary demagogues. 

The resolutions and constitutional com- 
mittees were then elected by one repre- 
sentative of each from eaeh sub-district. 
There was a Left Oppositionist on each 
of these committees, comrade Noei Bern- 
ard on the former and comrade Gerry Al- 
lard on the latter. The key constitution- 
al committee had a good proportion of 
progressives, although it is significant to 
note that two members or supporters of 
the I. W. W., by the very force of their 
logic or illogic— often found themselves 
closer to the reaction than to the pro- 
gressives centered around Allard. The 
resolutions committee seemed much more 
reactionary than the constitutional com- 
mittee. 

The sessions that heard the report of 
the scale committee and all ensuing ses- 
sions were closed to all non-delegates. 

A survey of the situation had convinced 
the Left Oppositionists of the urgent nee 
essity for united Left wing action. We 
proposed to Minerich a joint meeting of 
both groups to talk over possibilities of 
united work. Minerich stated that he 
would have to consult with his comrades 
and he would give us their answer later 
that evening. 

We went to keep our appointment with 
Minerich. We found Meyerscough and 
Minerich waiting for us and we went 
into a side street and began our talk. 
This meeting, I think, is of great inter- 
est and importance. It is the first time, 
I believe, that the representatives of the 
party and the Left Opposition met, even 
informally, to discuss the possibility of 
common work for the common aim. Af- 
ter a long discussion in which we placed 
forward our ideas and they theirs, they 
left us stating that they would have to 
take counsel from a comrade still higher. 
Jack Stachel, who was in town, is the 
one they meant. The following is the 
program we proposed for joint labor; 

1. Win the strike. Against the wage- 
cut to the bitter end. For a referendum 
in case the convention decided to retreat 
(this possibility had been hinted by 
I'earcey in bis opening speech)'. 

2. Strike Franklin County. Make the 
strike effective. 

a. A union based on the class Strug- 
gle. 

4. A democratic union, with rank and 
tile control and right of minority opin- 
ion. 

5. National unity of all itinera' groups 
that had risen against Lewis, including 
the N. M. U. 

0. The N M U to be seated as frat- 
ernal delegates with voice and the N. 
M. U to be given a chance to si*ak. 

7. Reinstatement of all expelled for 
their views from U. M. W. A. info the 
P. M. A. 

8. For a united Left wing slate in 
the coming elections. 

9. No horse-trading with reactionary 
elements and cliques— a straight- for ward 
light. 

10. Cooperation with all relief and 



vote of l.'T to 27 the convention recom- 
mended to its committee to secure the 
best terms above JC — in other words to 
compromise. The 27 represented that 
group of Left wingers who stood for a 
fight to the finish. 



ish side at this same time Sir R, Leth- 
bridge ("India and Imperial Preference") 
advocated such a tariff for India— pro- 
vided it was made to fit into a scheme 
of Imperial Preference. Under the 
stress of Japanese and U. S. competition, 
England has been forced to adopt exact- 
ly this policy advocated for 25 years. 
The Indian trade is the mainstay of 
the British cotton industry. To hold 
this trade and shut the door to all others 
has been the consistent policy of British 
capitalism. In their present desperation, 
Lancashire capitalists are trying - to re- 
duce costs by lowering the standards of 
living of English textile workers, so as 
to compete with Japan and America. 
Great Britain's monopoly of the piece 
goods trade in India is under threat. 
Both U. S. and English capitalism are 
suffering from Japanese competition. 
The latter's cotton textile industry has 
grown faster than any other country's 
during the past 15 years. Measured by 
the amount of raw cotton consumed the 
industry grew slowly in Great Britain 
till 1913, then declined. The industry 
has grown steadily in the U. S. since 
1870. In Japan it began during the war 
and has risen rapidly sii-ee. 

(To be continued) 



11. A fight, if the point is raised, for 
Foster and Ford, and the C. P. in the 
elections. 

This, I believe, was a key moment of 
the convention. Our proposal for a joint 
meeting of all Left wingers about this 
program would mean an aggressive fight 
that if not immediately victorious, would 
at least joit the Right wing. In this 
positive platform would be found a rally- 
ing unifying center for the scattered Left 
wingers who stood hopeless before the 
Right machine. Their later refusal 
places upon Stalinism a terrible onus. 
Tues. Oct. 4, 1933 

The next noon we met Borich and 
Minerich. Tiiey were evasive about the 
joint meeting. In order not to give them 
any excuse whatsoever we told them 
we were having a meeting at 6 that eve- 
ning and we suggested that they turn 
this into a joint meeting. A hazy "We'll 
see", was their reply. 

The Belleville- St. Clair Operators As- 
sociation employing about 1000 men had 
proposed to the P. M. A. negotiations to 
settle the strike. The day set was Wed- 
nesday the 5th, so the convention spent 
that day in arriving at agreement on 
what to instruct their representative at 
the conference with the operators. By a 



As the delegates came to the relief 
headquarters for their supper the N. M. 
U. distributed a mimeographed copy of 
the speech Borich would have made had 
the floor been allowed him. I have sent 
you a copy of it. You will agree with 
me that it is a document much superior 
to anything issued on the miners in the 
last four years by Stalinism. The third 
pi'i-iod" hud died an unlaniented death. 
The method of argument by epithet was 
abandoned lievc. 

A much better appraisal of the united 
front replaces the old formula of "united 
front from below" versus "'united front 
from above.'' The N. M. U. offers the 
united front to the organization as a 
whole. Our pride — for in great part this 
i* the result of the consistent Leninist 
hammering of the Left Opposition— is 
only followed by the fear of the Right 
"nag" that will replace the ultra-Left 
• r *zig". We can see a foreshadowing of 
this when the statement of the N'. M. U. 
does not mention a word about political 
action in this presidential year. The 
miners are not, either as a group or in- 
dividually, asked to vote Communist, in 
this statement. 

While the statements were being dis- 
tributed we asked if our invitation was 
going to be accepted. Our answer was 
a suriy, "No." This -No" meant the 
granting of right of. way to the reac- 
tionary steam roller ! 

We now come to another factor in the 
situation, the Socialist paity. Four 
years ago, Socialists were conspicuous 
solely by their absence. Today the So- 
cialist party lias replaced the Communist 
party as dominant working class group 
throughout southern Illinois. Miners, 
young miners, are jamming socialist meet- 
ings, are wearing ''vote for Thomas and 
Manrer" buttons on their lapels. The C. 
P. has become a bitter 1 memory. The 
faet that the Socialists can stage a come- 
back after 20 years of betrayal speaks 
eloquently for the results of Stalinist 
policy. 

Five hundred miners filled the hall that 
night to hear Roy Burt expound the bene- 
fits of voting Socialist. This typical re- 
formist address was followed by a clown- 
ish, shallow demagogue, by trade — a So- 
cialist organizer— by name, John Taylor. 
1'pon the completion of Taylor's speech 
the floor was thrown open for 1 questions. 

The Left Oppositionists pU-esent felt 
it incumbent upon themselves to ally 
themselves deiinitely with the party, but 
none of its moronic errors, to place 
itself sharply in opposition to the reform- 
ist Socialists and to give the Stalinists 
a needed lesson in how to carry on such 
activity. So comrade Clarke asked 
whether it was true that the S. P. by 
a vote of 6-5 had decided not to inter, 
vene in the battle between Lewis and the 
P. 1L A. to remain "neutral", which 
meant essentially helping Lewis. 

Taylor, answering, stated that the S. 
P. did not interfere in the internal quar- 
rels of the miners. lie boorishly jested 
about the danger of mixing into the 
quarrels of a man and wife. 

Later Clarke arose and read from the 
"Class Struggle" the organization of a 
group of extreme left wingers in the So- 
cialist Party, edited by Sol Larks Of 
Chicago, where the stand of the National 
Executive Committee of that organiza- 
tion in refusing to support the Progres- 
sives is sharply condemned. Upon the 
demand of Taylor, Clarke handed him the 
l*per. After the adjournment of tbe 
meeting when Taylor was asked for the 
return of the journal he bellowed like 
an infuriated bull and snarlingly re- 
fused, stating that the editor of the 
'filthy rag' 1 would be expelled from the 
S. P. 

Our attack upon the S. P. was slash- 
ing and telling, while the arch -stupidity 
of the Centrists was exactly to the lik- 
ing of those on the platform, and anta- 
gonied, not as Zip Kachinski, a Commun- 
ist youth organizer, tried lamely to tell 
us, the Socialist party members but all 
the workers present. Comrade Minerich 
told Kachinski not to "kid himself" and 
much more realistically recognized that 
opposed to us were the practically unani- 
mous miners. Yet the Left Opposition 
questions were not shouted down, but lis- 
tened to quietly and with interest and 
attention and even with some sympathy 
as we brought the lessons of socialist be- 
trayal close to them. Yet, we must re- 
cognize that the Left Opposition often 
suffers because of Stalinism. 

We discussed in comradely fashion with 
the miners after the meeting and show- 
ed the difference between Communism 
and Socialism — a privilege not granted 
the Stalinists. 

• CURTIS. 
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HKN THE Communist International made a 
united front with the social democratic lead- 
ers in 1926," wrote the central organ of the 
Czechoslovakia Communist party, Roue 1'bavo, on 
February '2.1 of this year, allegedly in the name of a 
worker-correspondent ■'from the bench", "it did this in 
order to expose them before the masses of supporters, 
and at that time Trotsky was terribly opposed to it. 
Now, when the social democracy has so discredited, it- 
self by its countless betrayals of the workers' strug- 
gles, Trotsky proposes the united front with its lead- 
ers . . . TrotsKj is today against the Anglo-it us si an 
Committee of 1S*26, but for any sort of Anglo-Russian 
Committee of 193a." 

These lines lead us right to the heart of the ques- 
tion. In 1926, the Comintern sought to "expose" the 
reformist leaders with the aid of tne united front pol- 
icy, and that was right. But since then the social 
democracy has "discredited" itself. Before whom? 
There are still more workers following it than the 
Communist party. This is sad but true. The task 
of exposing the reformist leaders thus remain un- 
solved. It the method of the united front was good 
in 1926, why should it be bad in 1932? 

"Trotsky is for an Angio-Russian Committee of 
193^, against the Anglo-Russian Committee of 1926." 
In 1920, the united iront was concluded only at the 
top, between the leaders of the Soviet trade unions and 
the British trade unionists, not in the name of definite 
practical actions of the masses separated "from each 
other by state frontiers and social conditions, but upon 
the basis of a friendly -diploma tic, pacifist-evasive 
"platform". During the miners' strike — and later the 
general strike— the Anglo -11 us si an Committee could 
not even come together, for the "allies" pulled in two 
opposite directions: the Soviet trade unions strove to 
assist the strikers, the British trade unionists sought 
to break the strike. The substantial contributions 
collected by the Russian workers were rejected by the 
General Council as "damned gold". Only after the 
strike had been finally betrayed and broken did the 
Anglo-Russian Committee come together again to the 
scheduled banquet to exchange small talk. Thus did 
the policy of the Anglo-Russian Committee serve to 
cover up the reformist strike-breakers before the work- 
ing masses. 

At the present time we are speaking of something 
quite different. In Germany the social democratic 
and the Communist workers stand on the same ground, 
before the same danger. They mingle with each other 
in factories, in trade unions, at the unemployment re- 
gistries, etc. It is not a question here of a word- 
"platform" of the leaders, out of thoroughly concrete 
tasks which are calculated to draw the mass organi- 
zations directly into the struggle. 

The united front policy on a national scale is ten 
times harder than on a local scale. The united front 
policy on an international scale is a hundred times 
harder than on a national scale. To unite with the 
Britisli reformists around so general a slogan as "de- 
fense of the U. S. S. R." or "defense of the Chinese 
revolution", is to talk the blue out of the clouds. In 
Germany, on the contrary, there is the immediate dan- 
ger of the destruction of the workers' organizations, 
the social democratic included. To expect the social 
democracy to h'ght for the defense of the Soviet Union 
against the German bourgeoisie would be an illusion. 
But we certainly can expect that the social democracy 
will fight for the defense of its mandates, its meetings, 
periodicals, treasuries and finally, for its own head. 

Only, even in Germany we in no way advocate laps- 
ing into a united front fetishism. An agreement is 
an agreement. It remains in effect so long as it serves 
the practical goal for which it was concluded. If the 
reformists begin to curb or to sabotage the movement, 
the Communists must always put themselves the ques- 
tion : is it not time to tear up the agreement and to 
lead the masses further under our own banner? Such 
a policy is not an easy one. But who has ever argued 
that to lead the proletariat to victory is a simple task? 
By counterposing the year 1926 to the year 1932, 
Rude Pravo has demonstrated only its lack of com- 
prehension of what occurred six years ago as well as 
what is happening today. 

The "worker- cor respondent" from the imaginary 
bench also turns his attention to the example adduced 
by me of the agreement of the Bolsheviks with the 
Mensheviks and Social Revoltionists. "At that time," 
he writes, "Kerensky really fought for a certain time 
against Kornilov and at the same time helped the pro- 
letariat smash Kerensky. That the German social dem- 
ocracy today does not fight against Fascism is evident 
to any little child." 

The Thai maim who so closely resembles a "little 
child" contends that an agreement of the Russian Bol- 
sheviks with the Mensheviks and Social Revolutionists 
never even existed. Rude Pravo, as we see, pursues 
a different course. The agreement it does not deny. 
But according to its conception, the agreement was 
justified by this, that Kerensky really fought against 
Kornilov, in distinction to the social democracy which 
is preparing the road to power for Fascism. The 
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idealization of Kerensky here is quite astounding. When 
did Kerensky begin to fight against Kornilov? At the 
very moment when Kornilov swung the Cossack's saber 
over Kerensky's own head, that is, on the eve of Aug- 
ust 26, 1917. On the previous day, Kerensky was 
still in a direct conspiracy with Kornilov with the aim 
of jointly crushing the Petrograd workers and soldiers. 
If Kerensky began to "fight" against Kornilov or more 
correctly, to offer no resistance, for a time, to the fight 
against Kornilov, then it was only because the Bol- 
sheviks left him no other alternative. That Kornilov 
and Kerensky, both of them conspirators, broe with 
each other and came into open conflict, was to a cer- 
tain extent a surprise. That it would have to come 
to a collision between German Fascism and the social 
democracy, could and should have been foreseen, were 
it only on the basis of the Italian and Polish experi- 
ences. Why should an agreement with Kerensky 
against Kornilov have been concluded, and why is it 
forbidden to preach, to fight for, to advocate and to 
prepare an agreement with the social democratic mass 
organizations? Why must such agreements be de- 
stroyed wherver they have come into being? That, 
however, is just how Thalmann and Company proceed. 

Rude Pravo naturally pounced ravenously upon my 
words that an agreement on fighting actions may be 
made with the devil, with his grandmother and even 
with Noske and Grzesinski. "Look, Communist work- 
ers," writes the paper, "you've got to come to terms 
with Grzesinski who has already shot so many of your 
comrades-in-arms. Come to an agreement with him 
for he is to fight together with you against the Fasc- 
ists, with whom he hobnobs at banquets and in the 
boards of management of factories and banks." The 
whole question is shifted here onto the plane of spuri- 
ous sentimentality. Such an obpection is worthy of 
an anarchist, an old Russian .Left wing Social Revolu- 
tionist, a "revolutionary pacifist" or of Miinzenberg 
himself. There isn't a glimmer of Marxism in it. 

First of all: is it correct that Grzesinski is a work- 
er's hangman? Absolutely correct. But wasn't Ker- 
ensky a hangman of the workers and peasants in far 
greater measure than Grzesinski? Nevertheless, Rude 
Pravo approves after the fact the practical agree- 
ment with Kerensky. 

To support the hangman in every action directed 
against the workers, is a crime, if not treachery : that 
is just what the alliance of Stalin with Chiang Kai- 
Shek consisted of. But if this same Chinese hangman 
were to find himself engaged tomorrow in a war with 
the Japanese imperialists, then practical fighting 
agreements of the Chinese workers with the hangman 
Chiang Kai-Shek would be quite permissible and even 
— a duty, 

Did Grzesinski hobnob with the Fascists at banquets? 
I do not flnow, but I'm quite prepared to grant it. 
Only, Grzesinski was subsequently obliged to sit in the 
Berlin prison, not in the name of socialism, it is true, 
but only because he was loath to give up his warm 
seat to the Bonapartists and the Fascists. Had the 
Communist party openly declared at least a year ago : 
against the Fascist assassins we are prepared to fight 
jointly even with Grzesinski: had it invested this for- 
mula with a fighting character, developed it in speech- 
es and articles, brought it into the depths of the mass- 
es — Grzesinski would have been unable to defend his 
capitulation before the masses in July with references 
to the sabotage of the Communist party. He would 
either have had to go along with this or that active 
step or else expose himself hopelessly in the eyes of 
his own workers. Isn't this clear? 

To be sure, even if Grzesinski were drawn into the 
struggle by the logic of his situation and the pressure 
of the masses, he would be an extremely unreliable, a 
thoroughly perifidious ally. His principal thought 
would be to pass over as quickly as possible from strug- 
gle or half-struggle to an agreement with the capi- 
talists. But the masses set into motion, even the so- 
cial democratic masses, do not come to a halt as easily 
as do outraged police chiefs. The approach between 
the social democratic and the Communist workers in 
the process of the struggle would offer the Communist 
party leaders a far broader possibility for influencing 
the social democratic workers, especially in face of the 
common danger. And that is precisely what the final 
aim of the united front consists in. 



To reduce the whole policy of the proletariat to 
agreements with the reformist organizations or, still 
worse, to the abstract slogan of "unity", is something 
that only spineless Centrists of the stripe of the So- 
cialist Workers Party can do. For the Marxists, the 
united front policy is merely one of the methods in the 
course of the class struggle. Under certain conditions 
this method becomes completely useless ; it would be 
absurd to want to eonclude an agreement with the re- 
formists on the socialist upheaval. But there are 
conditions under which the rejection of the united 
front may ruin the revolutionary party for many de- 
cades to come. That is the situation in Germany at 
the present time. (Continued in the Next Issue) 

i-uinkh'o, September 2, 1932. L. TROTSKY. 



(Continued from last issue) 
Thus, in China, the causes ami grounds 
for the conflicts between the army, which 
is peasant in composition and petty bour- 
geois in leadership, and the workers, not 
only are not eliminated but also all the 
circumstances are such as to make these 
conflicts extremely possible and even in- 
evitable ; and in addition thereto the 
chances of the proletariat arc incompar- 
ably less favorable than was the case 
in Russia. 

From the theoretical and political side 
the danger is increased manifold as a 
consequence of (he fact that, the Stalin- 
ist bureaucracy hides the contradictory 
situation under a blanket by its slogan 
of "democratic dictatorship'" of workers 
and peasants. Is it possible to conceive 
of a snare more attractive in appearances 
and more perfidious in essence? The epi- 
gones go through (heir processes of 
thinking not by medium of social con- 
cepts, but by means of pigeon- no led 
phrases ; formalism is the basic trait of 
bureaucracy. 
A REACTIONARY ACCUSATION 

The Russian Karodniki {"Populists") 
betimes accused tiie Russian Marxists of 
■'ignoring" the peasantry, of not carrying 
on work in the villages, etc. To this 
the Marxists replied, "We will arouse 
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the peasant armies themselves as well as 
within the cities. 

The trade union must be built up and 
the party nuclei ; the advanced workers 
must be educated, the proletarian van- 
guard must be fused together and must 
be drawn into the battle. 

We must turn to all the members of 
the official Communist party with words 
of explanation and challenge. It is quite 
probable that the rank and file Commun- 
ists who have been led astray by the 
Stalinist faction will not understand us 
at once. The bureaucrats will set up a 
how! about our ''revolution" of the pea- 
santry, perhaps even about our "hostil- 
ity'' to the peasantry (Chernov always 
accused Lenin of being hostile to the pea- 
santry). Naturally, such howling will 
not confuse the Bolshevik -Leninists. 
When prior to April 1027 we warned 
against the inevitable coup d'Etat of 
Chiang Kai-Shek, the Stalinists accused 
us of hostility to the national Chinese 
revolution. The events have demonstrat- 
ed who was right. The events will pro- 
vide a check this time as weil. The 



and organize the advanced workers and 
through the workers we shall arouse the, Left Opposition may turn out too weak 
peasants." Such in general is the only to Eive the events the direction in the 
conceivable road for the proletarian interests of the proletariat at the present 
T)ar j y stage. But it is sufficiently srong even 

Tho Chinese Stalinists have acted " ow in orfipr to » oi,!t mit to the workers 
otherwise. During the revolution of the correct way, and by depending upon 
UB5-87 thev subordinated directly and tlle fur,her development of the class 
immediately the interests of the workers struggle to demonstrate to tho workers 
and (he peasants to the interests of the !ts correctness and its political insight, 
national bourgeoisie. In the rears of Only in this manner can a revolutionary 
the counter-revolution thev passed over Wty gain confidence for itself, only thus 
from the proletariat to the peasantry; i.' wil1 if srow, become strong and take its 
e., they undertook that role which wa S ; » lace at fhe n(;ad of tne national mass- 
fulfilled in our country by the S. H/Sj eR - 

when thev were still a revolutionary, ^* TROTSKY, 

party. Had the Chinese Communist Party i'rinkipo, September 22, 1932 
concentrated its efforts for the last few| p s _ In order to espreK3 my i deas 
years in the cities, in industry, in the. lvith tne gl . eatl!st possible lucidity, I shall 
railroads: had it sustained the trade r s!wtch , he following variant which is 
unions, the educational clubs and circles;: theoretically quite possible. 



had it, without breaking off from the 
workers, taught them to understand what 
was occurring in the villages — the share 
of tile proletariat in the general correla- 
tion o£ forces would have been today in- 
comparably more favorable. The party 
as a matter of fact tore itself away from; 



Let ns presume that the Chinese Left 
Opposition carries on within the nearest 
future — widespread and successful work 
among the industrial proletariat and at- 
tains the preponderant influence in ijs 
midst. The official party, in the mean 

„,. .. , , , , i time, continues fo concentrate all its 

its class. Thereby in the last analysis .„ ,. .,„ . . „ , . .. 

. . . forces on Ihe Red armies and m the 



it can cause injury to the peaantry as 
well. For should the proletariat con- 
tinue still to remain on the sidelines, 
without organization, without leadership, 
then (he peasant war even if fully vie. 
torious will inevitably drive into a blind 
alley. 

In old China every victorious peasant 
revolution was concluded by the creation 
of a new dynasty, and subsequently of 
a new group of large* proprietors; the 
movement was confined within a vicious 
circle, ruder the present conditions the 
peasant war by itself without the direct 
leadership of the proletarian vanguard 
can only pass on the power to a new. 
bourgeois clique, some "Left" Kuo Min 
Tang or other, "a third party", etc., etc., 
which in practise will differ very little 
from the Kuo Min Tang of Chiang Kai- 
Shek. And this would signify in turn a 
new onslaught on the workers with the 
weapons of ■'democratic dictatorship". 

What then are the conclusions that 
follow from all this? The first conclu- 
sion is that one must boldly and openly, 
face the facts as they are. The peasant 
movement is a mighty revolutionary fac- 
tor, insofar as it is directed against the 
large farm owners, militarists, serfdom 
and usurers. But in the peasant move- 
ment itself are very powerful proprietary 
and reactionary tendencies, and on a 
given stage it can become hostile to the 
workers, and sustain that hostility al- 
ready equipped with arms, lie who for- 
gets about the dual nature of the peas- 
antry is not a Marxist. The advanced 
workers must be taught to distinguish 
from among "Communist" signs and ban- 
ners the actual social processes. 

The operation of the ''Red Armies" 
must be attentively followed, and the 
workers must be explained systematic- 
ally the direction, the significance and 
the perspectives of the peasant war ; and 
the current demands and the tasks of the 
proletariat must be tied up with the 
slogans for the liberation of the peas- 
antry. 

STUDY THE CLASS 
TENDENCIES 

On the bases of our own observations, 
reports and other documents we must 
painstakingly study tho inner life pro- 
cesses of the peasant armies and the 



peasant regions. The moment arrives 
when the peasant armies take occupa- 
tion of the industrial centers and arc 
brought face to face with the workers. 
In such a situation, in what manner will 
the Chinese Stalinists act? It is not dif- 
ficult to foresee that they will counter. 
pose in a hostile manner the peasant 
army against "the counter-revolutionary 
Trolskyists", In other words, fhey will 
sic the urmed peasants on the advanced 
workers. This is what the Russian S. 
Rls and the Mensheviks did in 1017; hav- 
ing lost the workers, they fought might 
and main for their support among the 
soldiery, inciting the barracks against tho 
factory, the armed peasant against the 
worker Bolshevik. Kerensky, Tseretelli 
and Dan, if they did not label the Bol- 
sheviks outright as counter-revolutionists, 
called them either '-unconscious aids" or 
"involuntary agents" of counter -revolu- 
tion. The Stalinists are less choice in 



petty -bourgeois-elements against the van- 
guard of the working class. 
CENTRISM SEEKS SUPPORT 
FROM THE RIGHT 

Bureaucratic Centrism, as Centrism, 
cannot have an independent class sp- 
port. But in its struggle against the 
Bolshevik-Leninists it is compelled to seek 
support from the Right, i. e., from the 
peasantry and the petty bourgeoisie, coun- 
terposing them to the proletariat. The 
struggle between the two Communist fac- 
tions, the Stalinists and the Uolshevik- 
l.eninlsts bears in itself, in this manner, 
an inner tendency toward transformation 
into a class struggle. The revolutionary 
development of events in China may draw 
this tendency fo its concision, i.. e., to 
a civil war between the peasant army Jed 
by the Stalinists and the proletarian van- 
guard led by the Leninists. 

Were such a tragic conflict to arise, 
due entirely to the Chinese Stalinists, it 
would signify that the Left Opposition 
and the Stalinists ceased to be Commun- 
ist fractions and had become hostile pol- 
itical parties, having a different class 
foundation. 

However, is such a perspective inevit- 
able? No, I do not think so at all. With- 
in the Stalinist fraction (the official Chi- 
nese Communist Party) fhere are not 
only peasant, i. e., petty bourgeois tend- 
encies but also proletarian tendencies. 
It is important in the highest degree for 
(he Left Opposition to seek to establish 
connections with the proletarian wing of 
the Stalinists, by developing for them 
the Marxist evaluation of "Red armies" 
and the inter-relations between the pro- 
letariat and the peasantry in general. 
While maintaining its political indepen- 
dence, the proletarian vanguard must be 
invariably ready to assure the united 
action with revolutionary democracy. 
While we refuse to identify (he armod 
peasant detachments with the Ked Army; 
and while wo have no inclination, to shut 
our eyes to the fact that the Commun- 
ist banner hides the petty-bourgeois con- 
tent within the peasant movement; we, 
on the other hand, take an absolutely 
clear account of the tremendous revolu- 
tionary-democratic significance of the 
peasaut war, we teach the workers to 
comprehend this significance and we are 
ready to do all in our power in order to 
achieve the necessary military alliance 
with fhe peasant organizations. 

Consequently our task consists not only 
in not permitting the political and mili- 
tary command over the proletariat on 
the part of the petty-boinigeoss dem- 
ocracy that leans upon (he armed pea- 
sants hut also in preparing and assuring 
fhe proletarian leadership of the peasant 
movement, its '-Red armies"', in parti- 
cular. 

The more clearly the Chinese Bolshevik- 
Leninists comprehend (he political cn- 
, vironment and the tasks that spring from 
it, the more successfully they extend, their 
bases within the proletariat and the more 
persistently they put through fhe policy 
of the united front in relation to the 
official party and the peasant movement 
that is led by it, all the more surely will 
they succeed not only in shielding the 
revolution from the frightfully danger- 
ous conflict between the proletariat and 
the peasantry, and in assuring the neces- 
sary united action between the two rev- 
olutionary classes, but also in transform- 
ing their uniled front into the historical 



their application of political terminology, step toward the dictatorship of (be pro- 
Hut the tendency is the same, malicious! letariat. 
baiting of the peasant— and generally' l'rinkipo, September 2C>, 1932 -.j,. t. 
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Marx and the Peace ConFere 



order established in the regions occupied 1 sii " B into lhe new °" e < which 
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In the year 1807 there was held at 
Geneva a congress of the League of 
Peace and Freedom. The Peace Congress 
attempted to secure the backing and 
support o£ the First International, and 
did actually secure support from the 
Lausanne Congress of the International. 
Writing to Bngels under date September 
4, 1867 Marx has the following to say 
about the League of Peace and Freedom. 

''You know that in the General Council 
I opposed our having anything to do with 
these peace windbags. I spoke on the 
subject for about half an hour. Eccariu>* 
who was minute secretary, prepared a 
report for The Beeilive, but he reproduced 
only one or two sentences of my speech 

Nevertheless what I said at the 

General Council meeting attracted a good 
deal of attention- The jackasses of the 
Peace Congress . . . have completely 
modified their original program, smug- 
is far 



Pioneer Publishers Notes 



EXTRA! EXTRA! 

By much patient digging in second- 
hand book stores we have unearthed a 
very small number of comrade Trotsky's 
earlier works that are out of print in 
this country. We have them on hand all 
ready to ship. Out-of-town comrades 
need not fear that the New York com- 
rades will gobble up our' small stock. 
If there Is to be any discrimination it 



will be against the New York comrades; 
for two reasons. First because the New 
York comrades can do what we have 
done : dig in tho dust of second-hand book 
stores; secondly because out-of-town com- 
rades cannot get them locally, even by 
this means. But orders will be filled 
strictly in the order in which they are 
received. And they must be acompanied 
with the price of the book ordered. 

Here is what we have : 1 copy of Our 
Revolution— $2.50; 2 copies of the Bolsh- 
evik! and World Peace— 41.50; 3 copies 



of Lenin, a Biography — $2.00; 1 copy of 
Whither Russia— $1.00. 

Remember— -first come, first served. We 
have hopes of getting a few more of these 
titles and a few of other titles. As we 
get them we will announce them. If you 
are willing to take a chance you can 
order these books in advance of our get- 
ting them. We will make every effort 
to get them. Should w$ fall you will 
lose nothing. |We will either refund or 
send you something else according to your 
instructions. 



by them ; we must discover in living facts 
the contradictory class tendencies and 
clearly point out to the workers which 
tendencies we supiiort and against which 
we are fighting. 

With especial care must we follow the 
inter-relations between the Red Armies 
and the local workers, without leaving 
out of sight even the minor misunder- 
standings between them. Within the 
framework of particular cities and re- 
gions, conflicts, even if acute, might 
appear to be Insignificant local episodes. 
But with the further development of 
events the class conflicts may take on a 
national sweep and lead the revolution 
to a catastrophe, i. e., to a new devasta- 
tion of the workers by the peasants, 
hoodwinked by the bourgeoisie. History 
of revolutions is full of such examples. 

The more clearly the advanced work- 
ers will understand the living dialectic 
of the class inter-relations of the pro- 
letariat, the peasantry and the bourge- 
oisie the more confidently will they seek 
unity with the strata of the peasantry 
closest to them, the more successfully 
will they counteract the counter-revolu- 
tionary provocateurs, within the body of 



more democratic) the words 'the harmon- 
izing of economic interests with liberty' 
— a vague phrase which may mean noth- 
ing more than free trade. They bom- 
barded me with correspondence, and 
bad the impudence to send me the en- 
closed specimen of eye-wash. You see 
they have the cheek to address me on the 
envelope as 'a member of the Geneva, 
etc., Congress'." 

Steklof who reports the incident in 
his "History of the First International" 
continues with the following remarks. 
"Thus, the mere allusion of the bourgeois 
pacifists to Mars as a member of their 
contemplated congress, seriously annoyed 
him." We can readily understand, there- 
fore, how profoundly disturbed he must 
have been by the resolution of the Lau- 
sanne Congress of the International, 
which not merely accepted at its face 
value the bourgeois moutbings of the 
League of Peace and Freedom, but ac- 
tually -promised 'full support' to the 
League — thus giving it an endorsement 
in the name of the international prole- 
tariat. Unfortunately, Marx was not 
able to convince his colleagues on the 
General Council, and some time was to 



nee 



elapse before they would appraise the 
democratic-pacifist League at its true 
worth." 

The balance sheet can thus easily be 
drawn. In 1867 Marx opposed the First 
International's having anything to do with 
the Peace Congress; in IS132 Stalin be- 
comes the prime mover in the calling 
together of a "Peace Congress." In 1807 
Marx was seriously annoyed because the 
Pence Congress attempted fo use his 
name. Today, the Stalinists seem to he 
falling all over themselves in order to 
have their names appear at the head 
of the list. In 1932 the Communists arc 
made to vote with both hands for paci- 
fist dribbliugs and resolutions; in 1867 
Marx referred to them with contempt as 
-'eye-wash". 

But the parallel does not. end here. In 
ISfiT Marx had to oppose the entire Gen- 
eral Council in presenting his point of 
view, and some time had fo elapse before 
the other members of the Council were 
convinced of the correctness of Marx's 
position. Today, comrade Trotsky and 
the Left Opposition stand practically 
alone in opposing the opportunism oi 
the Stalin leadership. How long will it 
take before the correctness of the stand 
taken by the Left Opposition will hav« 
been proven correct? Yes, history does 
repeat itself. 

—II. S. 
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Miners Face Big Tasks 

Progressive Miners of America Must Be Class Uuion 



From the day the Progressive Miners 
of America began to take on organized 
form it was dear that the real tests of 
its existence as a union, and particular- 
ly as a militant niton, were still ahead. 
The.se tests, of course, could, not be ex- 
pected to be easy ones. It could not be 
merely a matter of going out to line 
u p the membership itud collecting 
dues. No, the job is a far more serious 
one. The existence of the new union 
will be ■conditioned upon its ability to 
give battle and its ability to light to 
win. That also presupposes a much 
greater degree of clarity of views as to 
what really constitutes a militant union 
—one which, can actually win over the 
combined enemy forces, the Lewis-Walker 
clique and the operators. 

Only a few weeks have passed since 
the day of formation of the union, and 
the test is already beginning, The op- 
erators have extended their line of the 
battie front against the new union. In 
this they have obtained some measures 
of success, at least temporarily. That 
this could be possible, there need be no 
doubt, is due to some of the weaknesses 
displayed by the new union leadership 
at the Gillespie convention and since. 

Carrying the Offensive to the Miners 

In Franklin County, it will be remem- 
bered, the powerful Pea body company 
had, at the time of the convention, with 
the help of the Lew is. Walker clique, 
phis the terror of unheard of proportions, 
succeeded in preventing the strike and 
compelling the miners to submit to the 
$5.00 scale and with it to submit to the 
UMVVA. These efforts had been ex- 
tended to Taylofville, but there the min- 
ors were still fighting on the picket 
lines and solidly with the new union, 
i;. S. soldiers were on guard at the Pea- 
body mines there. U. S. soldiers also 
invaded Canton, in the Peoria territory, 
to break the strike. And now the mass 
picket lines appear to have been given 
up entirely by the new union. 

This tj ties t ion of the picket lines is, 
of course, not the oniy point at issue. 
That itself is merely a part of the gener- 
al strategy pursued. But for a new un- 
ion, for a progressive union, which lias 
to meet the enormous obstacles of all 
the enemy forces combined and merged 
into one, the question of strargy becomes 
a real problem. The rank and file will 
and readiness to fight can be depended 
upon but the strategy of the light must 
Jie a superior one. It must be one which 
will outwit the combined enemy forces. 

la this respect it is necessary to note 
the very first weakness represented by 
the acceptance of the $5.00 scale at the 
Gillespie convention. For this those lead- 
ers who advocated its acceptance are 
fully responsible. The weakness lies not 
merely in the sense of its immediate ef- 
fect but more so In the fact that the 
operators jointly with the Lewis.-Walker 
clique are bound to take advantage of 
it. They will use it in this situation to 
strengthen the Lewis regime. They will 
be on the offensive, further extend the 
attacks to new territories and prepare 
for new and additional wage cuts. Na- 
turally we are not unmindful of the fact 
that the logic of these measures inevit- 
ably brings their own conclusion in new 
and greater contradictions, new and 
greater antagonisms between the miner's 
and the operators But in this respect 
also the direction and the leadership 
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OPEN FORUM 



given by the new union becomes the de- 
cisive question. 

Organization of the New Union 

The new union starts out with the dis- 
advantage of the retreat to ihe $15.1X1 
scale. This part of the basis is thus 
equal for both unions. ,Which one will 
prevail? That question is more funda-j 
mental than the wage scale v It is now 
an open direct struggle between the two. j 
But the strategy to be pursued must 
take into account the conditions existing 
in the various localities. It is not a mat- 
ter 1 of a direct head-on-collision every- 
where. It is clear that in Franklin Co. 
the process of winning the rank and file 
for the new union is by no means com- 
pleted. Their strike was broken, they 
are still in the IIMWA. For the Pro- 
gressive Miners of America the task is 
therefore the one of working from within 
to strengthen its foothold, to regain what 
is lost and to prepare for the complete 
break with the Lewis-Walker regime. 

The Taylorville and Canton territories, 
on the other hand, present a different 
picture. The new union is solidly root- 
ed there and has already replaced the 
V. M. W. The issues can be settled to 
its advantage, its interests can be main- 
tained, only in the direct collision with 
the enemy forces Any relenting in this 
respect will surely react by the latter 
gaining ground, if not gaining the up- 
per hand. This will surely hold true 
wherever the operators extend the bat- 
tle front into the new union territory. 

The Left wing must particularly make 
this clear to the mines. It is a part of 
the process of building a militant union. 
The issues, the conflicts can find their 
solution only through struggle against 
the enemy forces and not at all through 
collaboration- with them. From the op- 
posite direction the Peabody interests, 
which are the dominant interests in Ill- 
inois, have assumed this kind of an ap- 
proach and are attempting to advance in 
head-on collision everywhere. This com- 
pany is the main controlling factor in 
machine mining. As such it represents 
the crux of the problem of job control 
ami union control. The Progressive Min- 
ers will in this respect have to meet the 
Peabody company face to face on its own 
ground. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Protest Meeting 

What is Happenins in China 



Chen Du.Hsiu, founder of the Chi- 
nese Communist Party and member of 
tlie Left Opposition, and six eu- work- 
ers were arrested. Unless action Is 
taken at once ttiey will be executed! 

What are the effects of Japanese 
invasion? What Is the role of Amer- 
ican imperialism? Hear about the 
Peasant Wars and the Soviets. 

Speaker : 
MAX SHACHTMAN 

Sunday, October 30, 8 P. M. 
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Vote Communist! 

Against the Party of Petty Bourgeois Reformism 



As the elections come to a close, the 
cold indifference of the two big capital- 
ist parties and their leading spokesmen 
with regard to the burning problems and 
interests of the masses of the people 
stands out in glaring evidence of the fact 
that even in the weaith.satu rated United 
States, the ruling class is not in a posi- 
tion to relieve the intense sufferings 
brought on by the crisis. The hollow 
promises, the spread-eagle oratory, the 
mutual recriminations and self-exposures 
of the capitalist candidates do not hold 
out the least prospect for a working 
class which is now in the fourth year 
of the crisis. 

The ever-present liberals, in a quand- 
ary as to which of the two parties to 
support, are taking refuge in great num- 
bers under the tent of the socialist mes- 
siah, Norman Thomas. The areh-Bour- 
bon Hoover — they cannot endorse. As 
for Roosevelt, he has played the artful 
dodger so openly — even the bourgeois 
newspapers cannot refrain from point- 
ing out this trait as his chief character- 
istic — that the inuddlehead liberals for 
whom he winked a flirtatious eye have 
not been able to muster around him. 

Regardless of the handful of intellec- 
tual and scientific lights who have en- 
dorsed the Communist candidates, the 
fact Remains that the overwhelming ma- 
jority of the soealled "protest voters" 
out of the ranks of the more conscious 



VOTE 
COMMUHIST 



petty bourgeois elements, have 

into line behind the American edition 

of the social democracy. 

And there is no barrier in their path. 
Particularly since the war, the American 
Socialist Party and its leadership have 
moved iu a virtually unbroken line to 
the Right, doing everything conceivable 
to deserve the designation of the third 
capitalist party, which properly belongs 
to them. The parly which surrendered 
to the bourgeoisie by deleting from its 
constitution the disciplinary warning 
ngainst those voting credits for military 
and naval purposes, is not calculated to 



arouse the fear of a mobilized proletar- 
iat in the hearts of the ruling class. The 
party which erased from its banner, in 
deep actuality as well as formally, the 
recognition of the class struggle, aimed 
at shifting its base from the working 
class masses which at one time gave it 
their eoniidence, to the petty bourgeois 
strata bewildered by the crisis, crushed 
between the upper and nether millstones 
of capitalist society, and looking for a 
way out which is smooth and not lined 
with thorns or boulders. 

The present campaign of the Social- 
ist party, perfectly typilied by its stand- 
ard bearer, must look for its equal in 
opportunism to the days of 1917 when 
■Morris Hilkjuit ran for Mayor of New 
York with an agitation centering chiefly 
around the issue of.... five cent milk. 
"We offer", the official social handbook 
for 1032 hastens to assure all timid pea- 
nut-stand owners, ■'not only the one true 
hope for reorganizing our economic life, 
but also immediate plans for making 
things better. We are aware that mass- 
es of men will not vole for deeper pur- 
gatory now in Ihe dubious hope of para- 
dise hereafter. (Beware the Bolsheviks!) 
Hence we are concerned with programs 
to keep the peace now to relieve unem- 
ployed now; to help the farmers now. We 
ask you to examine our platform from 
this point of view. Are not our demands 
'practical' as no other proposals are ; 
practical, that is, for all those who are 



swnnghiot trying above all tilings to hang on 
to the wealth and iwwer which a com- 
paratively small owning class controls?" 
(Page 30.) 

And elsewhere (Page 04), the hand- 
book soothes the apprehensions of the 
small property-holders, to whom Thomas 
and Thomasism make such a warm ap- 
peal, that "Socialists would not urge 
that ail industry be run by the commun- 
ity. They would encourage many con- 
sumers and producers, voluntary cooper- 
ative organisations, particularly on the 
farm, in retail distribution and iu educa- 
tional, journalistic and artistic ventures. 



New Militant Forces Join the Ranks of the Left Opposition 

Papcun's Statement 



To the Rock Island Section Committee 

of the Communist Party 
To all Communist Party members and 

Young Communist League 
Dear Comrades: 

Greetings. With the greatest Joy do 
I greet the proposal of the Section Or- 
ganizer for the purpose of discussing my 
reinstatement into the Communist party. 
The thought that the invitation for my 
re-entry was made in all sincerity is 
especially heartening since it refutes the 
obviously absurd and altogether un- 
founded charges made by Jack Wilson 
at the conclusion of the debate on Fri- 
day, September 30. 1932. 

I take it that you have realized the 
injustice of those slanders and the in- 
vitation extended hy the Section Com- 
mittee by your Organizer Jack Wilson 



DeadHandatl.LD.Meet 

Feature of Convention is Absence of Discussion by Members 



We print here extracts from a number 
of declarations which have been made by 
well-known militants in the Communist 
movement, associating themselves with 
Che Comimlst League of America Op- 
position). It is with great joy tiiat we 



welcome these fighters into the ranks of ; a th<. Daily Worker of August 18 the 
the Bolshevik-Leninists, confident that District Sccretarnt of Hist. 2 avoided the 
they are only one small section of the (nlfire iss „ e raised in „ ly aocltmelltf SUD _ 



BOSTON 1 .— 

With the national convention of the 
I. L. D. in Cleveland, came to a close a 
most important event in the life of our 
organization. And when we term a na- 
tional convention of the I. L. D. a most 
important event we are not exaggerat- 
ing, for the sharpening economic crisis 
and intensified persecution of the work- 
el's by the exploiting class, have un- 
questionably broadened the field of activ- 
ity for the defense organization of the 
working class. Tinder these conditions, 
with a clear-headed leadership, correct 
policies and tactics, much can be gained 
for the International Labor Defense. A 
survey of our successes and failures af- 
fords us many lessons for the future. 
Lack of Discussion 

Yet at this stage in the existence of 
the I. L, D. when a balance sheet should 
be drawn up of the past and the basis 
laid for the future, the material to work 
with was left behind. This material was 
nothing less important than the conclu- 
sions, recommendations and proposals of 
the entire organization after a thorough 
pre-con vent ion discussion by the member- 
ship. But there was no pre-co mention 
discussion in the I. L. D. despite the 
constant protests and demands on the 
part of members ! Since this is the 
case, it can hardly he said that ours was 
a convention reflecting the views of the 
membership. It is a small wonder there- 
fore that the reports given us were so 
lifeless. It was important to know the 
number of delegate* who attended, the 
number of branches "represented" and 
the enthusiasm displayed. From all this 
something can be learned. 



But where are the conclusions drawn? 
What about our past activity and our 
plans for the future? That we did not 
hear, for there was no time at the con- 
vention to deal with the several resolu- 
tions introduced at the last moment. It 
is true that certain achievements have 
been made and important battles have 
been and are being fought by us. We 
are justified in taking pride. But to 
spend a whole convention priding our- 
selves on our achievements, however 
small or great, criticizing the member- 
ship to the extent that we forget to 
learn from the past and consider the 
fuure, is false and detrimental. We 
must be able to give ourselves an ac- 
counting of the masses we approached 
in our struggles. Have we organized 
these masses? How well are we able to 
retain the recruits we make? The com- 
plete turnover in our membership during 
the first seven months of this year (see I fov theirs. The 



to rejoin the party is proof of that. 

Now. as at all times since my expul- 
sion, I am eager to rejoin the party. I 
want to re-enter the Communist party 
because I believe that it is the only real 

party of the working class 1 stand 

ready to participate in all party activities 
and abide by Communist discipline — by 
the Leninist first- principle of organiza- 
tion — by the principle of democratic cen- 
tralism. 

The reason for my being out of the 
party Is, I believe, well known to you. 
I am not out of the party by my own 
free will. Briefly stated, at the present 
time I am out of the movement becaurae 
I was rudely and btireaucratically ex- 
pelled by the Stalinist leadership for my 
refusal to condemn the position of the 
Left Opposition and of comrade Trotsky 
as counter-revolutionary. My expulsion 
is due to my refusal to subordinate Com- 
munist principle to the bureaucratic 
leadership, for not condemning the views 
which I hold to be Marxian and for 
not belly-crawling before a leadership 
whose course rims counter to Marxism 
—Leninism. 

The leadership that expelled me is 
part of the same Stalinist leadership 
which is responsible for driving out the 
best fighters from the Communist Inter- 
national, for exiling comrade Trotsky, 
for imprisoning comrade Rakovsky, and 
thousands of our Russian Bolsheviks who 
had the courage of conviction to fight 
for Leninist policies 

Comrades, at this moment it is not 
only my readmission which is in ques- 
tion. It is the re-entry of all the thou- 
sands of Bolshevik- Leninists who have 
become the victims of the bureaucratic 
regime of Stalin and Stalinism. If you 
desire my return, you must also strive 
Communist movement 



numerous Communist workers who will 
continue to swell tile ranks of our move- 
ment. 



the ranks of the Communist) Interna- 
tional, carrying on activity and abiding 
by Communist discipline. In re-entering 
we do not demand that the party accepts 
our views but that we merely be free 
to exercise the rights guaranteed by 
democratic centralism, — the right of 
presenting our stand before the member- 
ship at convention time, and having the 
membership judge the correctness of our 
position. After the judgment is paused 
by the membership we shall abide by its 
decisions, be they what they may. . . . 

Comrades, you have invited me to re- 
join the party. My answer Is that I 
stand ready. But if you ask me to re- 
pudiate the Marxian principles of the 
Left Opposition I refuse. For me as for 
every real Communist, Marxian princi- 
ple stands supreme. In spite of my dif- 
ferences with the present leadership I 
am ready to take my place in the ranks. 
Davenport, Iowa. 

—GEORGE J. PAPCUN. 



stitut.ing for arguments, lies and sland- 
ers {calling me a disruptive element, 
charging that I refused to appear when 
called to trial, etc., etc.). I immediately 
apealed the action of the District Sec- 
retariat to the highest body of tile party, 
the Central Executive Committee. The 
Central Committee answered my appeal 
with contemptuous siluce. 1 can readily 
understand that all this is not accidental, 
that it is, in fact, the fullest and highest 
expression of Stalinist bureaucrat is in 
our party. 

Since the Fall of 192", that is since 
the wholesale expulsion of the Opposi- 
tion in Russia and the vicious campaign 
of the party leadership against Trotsky 
was in full swing, I, time and again, 
(Continued on page 2) 



"There would likewise remain under the 
socialist commonwealth a certain small 
amount of private ownership in new in- 
dustries, in handicrafts, in agriculture 
and in intellectual production." 

Grocers, traveling salesmen tourist 
home managers of the world, unite, and 
vote Socialist! Your future is guarant- 
eed ! 

In word and deed, the socialist party 
is a petty bourgeois party, masquerading 
with yesterday's tattered garments of a 
working class movement. The class con- 
scious worker, who does not want to throw 
his vote away in a futile attempt to re- 
gister it until Norman Thomas is elected 
president and 51 percent of the Congress- 
men and Senators are members of the 
Socialist party — will register his protest 
against the capitalist regime of starva- 
tion, exploitation, misery, and war by 
voting for the Communist ticket all along 
the line. Our differences with the 
party's policy, which isolates it from the 
masses and impedes the development of 
the revolutionary movement in this and 
other countries, cannot eliminate the fact 
that the Communist party is the only 
working class party iu the field, the oniy 
revolutionary party, the only party which 
stands for the interests of the working 
class today' and tomorrw. 

The Left Opposition therefore ranges 
itself alongside its party and calls upon 
ever j- worker to cast his vote for his 
party, the Communist party! 



Good Meetings in Boston 

Two successful meetings were held in 
Boston and Lynn by the Communist 
League of America (Opposition), with 
Max Mhachtman of New York speaking 
on the situation in Germany. In Boston. 
Otisiield Hall had bet wen i!0 and 70 
Boston workers listening to the stand- 
point of the Opposition on the German 
ipiesl ion, ending in a number of questions 
put to the speaker from the floor re- 
vealing a keen interest in the import- 
ance of the events. Significantly enough, 
this is the first meeting held in Boston 
on Germany, for the official party has 
not displayed sufficient interest in this 
crucial problem for the world revolu- 
tionary movement to organize one single 
meeting on it. As a result of the Boston 
lecture, the branch expects to announce 
shortly the addition of several new 
members, who are not new to the move- 
ment, having been active in the Com- 
mttniet and labor movements for 1 years. 

The meeting In Lynn exceeded all our 
expectations, for it was arranged by one 
comrade alone, folia Coopetstein, one 
of the well known militants iu the shoo 
industry (here. .Some Iwenty-live work- 
ers gathered in the cooperative center 
to hear Shachtman, including several 
party members. A warm discussion took 
place. In Lynn also this is the first 
meeting ever held on the German events. 

Indicative of the increasing influence 
of the Opposition is the invitation ex- 
tended to our comrades to organize a 
meeting in Chelsea shortly for the pur- 
pose of discussing the standpont of 
the Left Opposition. We are marching 
forward ! 



October 1932 Labor Defender), is no 
accident but speaks for something sig- 
nificant. 

In the face of this, it was indeed pain- 
ful to hear that the point stressed most 
at the convention was that the member- 
ship is not sufficiently active, hence the 
stagnation in our organization. But 
what else could lie expected since the 
voice of the membership was not heard? 
Could we expect our leaders to come 
down and tell us that they bear the 
greatest responsibility for the existing 
situation in the I. L. D. and are ready 
to assume it? Not as long as they can 
dish out criticism to the rank and Die 
and make them swallow it. 

(Continued on page 3) 



stands in need, of these comrades. It is 
only the Left Opposition which is cap- 
able of returning the party and the 
Communist International to a Marxian 
course and thereby placing it at the head 
of the working class. 

The demand of the Left Opposition has 
always been that we want' to return to 



Declaration by Pappas 

To the Communist League of America 
(Left Opposition) 

Dear Comrades: 

In connection with the menace of 
Fascism in Germany and the ruinous 
policy of the German Communist Party 
and the ECC I— especially on the question 
of the united front as the most effective 
weapon with which to combat and sweep 
away the Fascist reaction— I addressed 
on August 8, a lengthy statement to my 
party unit and to the District and Cen- 
tral Executive Committees of the C. P. 
U. S. A. In it, I pointed out that no 
conscientious Communist can keep silent 
any longer on the erimes of the Com- 
intern leadership. I criticized the sil- 
ence of our central organ, the Dally 
Worker, and brought out the necessity of 
opening up a discussion to come to the 
aid of our German brother party. 

For doing this, I was summarily ex- 
pelled from the party by the District 
Secretariat without any hearing or trial. 
In the statement of expulsion appearing 



Bankruptcy at 12th Plenum 

Theses Fail to Give a Reply to the Burning Questions of the Day 

The thesis of the 12th Plenum of the ing fo new low levels. It says the end of 
BCCI, published in the Daily Worker of capitalist stabilization is at hand. 
October 
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20th (City Edition) once more 
gives us an inside picture of the bank- 
ruptcy of Stalinism. A resolution with 
more mistakes and with a greater num- 
ber of meaningless revolutionary phrases 
is difficult to conceive of. A thesis of 
the vanguard of the revolution must pre- 
sent the determining factors of the world 
situation. The C, I. thesis gives more 
space to secondary questions, leaves out 
some determining factors and -does not 
deal correctly with the important factors 
which are taken up. 

A Communist thesis for 1932 even 
though it leaves out the fact the Com- 
munist International is itself going 
through a profound crisis under the 
Stalin leadership must at least give an 
answer to the following problems: (1) 
the world crisis and the perspective. (2) 
the danger of Fascism in Germany. (3) 
the role of American imperialism in the 
present period. <4) the invasion of China 
by Japanese imperialism (5) the posi- 
tion of the USSR, after 15 years and 
the relation of its contradictions to the 
imperialist contradictions. Prom this 
analysis, directives for the sections of 
the C. I. must be formulated. The C I 
thesis does not take up these points In 
their proper relationship. 

The third year of the world crisis has 
long ago passed beyond the economic 
stage, and has reached a stage of open 
conflict between the imperialists, in 
China, in South America; and in Spain 
and Germany where revolutionary situa- 
tions developed out of the crisis. The 



Auspices : 
N. Y. Br. Communist League of AmwloaC. I, theeie says that the crisis la mov- 



In 1928 the C. I. introduced the "Third 
Period", as the end of stabilization and 
the beginning of a period of revolution- 
ary upsurge. In 1930 the C. I. swung 
to the Bight. That Is, the theoreticlane 
of the C. I. moved to the Right as th» 
crisis was moving the workers to the 
Left Now in 19S2, the C. I. in the 12th 
Plenum informs us that "the end of capi- 
talist stabilization" is at hand. Com- 
pared to the Right zig-zag of 1930 (which 
dropped the form of the 'Third period" 
but which retained the kernel of the Left 
zig-zag) this seems to be a return to 
the 1928 Left zig-zag. However, facts 
prove the opposite: that the Left shell 
of the present move Is a cloak for a new 
Rightward shift in the Soviet Union by 
Stalinism preserited by the recent bu- 
reaucratic decrees, the expulsions of the 
12th Plenum and the growth of the reac- 
tionary element. 

If, as the theste says, we are con- 
fronted with the end of the period of 
capitalist stabilization, we would like to 
know: was capitalism in a condition of 
stabilization for the last three years of 
the world crisis? A crisis itselt Is a 
condition of the shaking of the economic 
equilibrium. It is the economic explos- 
ion of the accumulation of the Contradic- 
tions of the capitalist mode of produc- 
tion. Further, if the "Third Period" of 
1928 ushered in the end of stabilization 
and in 1932 we again have the end of 
stabilization, then It follows that stabili- 
zation existed in between. This is a 
contradiction the Stalinists do n« ex> 
(Contlnued on page 3} 
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Jobless United Front 
in Chicago 

CHICAGO.— 

For the first time in many years there 
was achieved in Chicago last night a 
genuine working-class united front, con- 
sisting i-f the three largest organized un- 
employed (roups in Chicago; the Unem- 
ployed Councils of Cook County eon- 
trolled by the official Communists, the 
Workers I-eagues of America controlled 
by the I.'nltcd Workers Party and the 
Chicago Committee of Unemployed con- 
trolled by the Socialist!!. Despite the 
obvious packing of the liall by the Com- 
munist party with delegates from all 
sorts of paper organizations, all three 
groups were well represented. Among 
the other representations were A F of L 
trade union organizations, and fraternal 
working class groups. The bulk of re- 
presentatives, however, came from the 
branch organizations of the three unem- 
ployed bodies, signatories to the call. 
Among the political organizations direct- 
ly represented were the Communist party 
and V. C. L., Socialist Party and YPSL 
Proletarian I'arty and Farmer-Labor 
Party. The Left Opposition was repre- 
sented by three delegates. 

The fact that the conference was held 
and able to organize itself for the tasks 
set out, namely, .the organization of a 
joint march to the City Hall, energetic 
fight against the u0% cut in relief and 
other practical immediate measures, is a 
living vindication of the correct united 
front policy that the Left Opposition has 
so persistently advocated. The party can 
no longer say in Chicago that it refuses 
to sit in the same hall with the leaders 
of the '-social-Fascists" and even the 
Left Opposition. 

It is a most complete reversal of the 
"united front from below", so-called; the 
whole conference was a very dramatic 
one with frequent outbursts and tens* 
moments. From the moment that the 
conference elected Weber as chairman by 
an overwhelming majority, there was no 
doubt in anybody's mind that the Com- 
munist party representatives came with 
full intentions of "capturing" organiza- 
tional control of it 

The first order of business was the re- 
port of the secretary of the joint com- 
mittee, Lockner. He read the demands 
agreed upon by the joint committee of 
the three organizations,. He was follow- 
ed by additional reporters of the three 
organizations, Karl ISorders, Uivens and 
Lemson. They each stressed the point 
that despite political differences, unity 
must be preserved on the question of re- 
lief, and against the system that breeds 
hunger. Following these three a repre- 
sentative of Ibe T V V L. Mike Zalisko, 
took the iloor and launched into a tirade 
against the A. F. of L. Delegate McVey, 
representing the Farmer-Labor Party 
immediately started to heckle the speaker 
throwing the conference info pandemon- 
ium, lie objecled to the correct eharae- 
terizations that Zalisko made against the 
A. F. of L. After quiet was restored, 
the speaker was ]>crmitted to go on. 

The sonsatioji of the whole confer- 
ence, however, came when John Wil- 
liamson, Communist party leader, secured 
the floor, reading a carefully prepared 
speech in which he, correctly enough, 
criticized the Socialist party and the 
other reactionary organizations. How- 
ever, the manner in which bis expres- 
sions were formulated coupled with the 
usual Stalinist name-calling angered the 
representatives of these organizations and 
disorder broke out anew. For a moment 
it looked as if the united front was 
all over. It. was due (o the consummate 
cleverness of the reactionaries that the 
whole maneuver of the party was turned 
to the discredit of the party, and instead 
of strengthening the position of the 
Communists put them in the light of 
splitters. .Most of the non-partisan work- 
ers present saw the party in this bad 
light and openly gave expression to their 
feelings. 

After Williamson's speech. Borders, 
McVey and the others took the floor and, 
in substance, pointed to the attempted 
disruption on (be part of the party, 
stating, however, that despite all this, 
no one was going to force them 
to leave the united front and that they 
would light just as strongly as ever for 
the achievement of the aims of the con- 
ference. McVey 's speech given in the 
typical trade union style won the ap- 
plause of many present. At this point 
chairman Weber pulled a masterpiece of 
Stalinist imbecility. He said, "Do you 
know whom you just have applauded, a 
man who is splitting away from the con- 
ference?'' McVey vehemently shout- 
ed that this was not so and that he would 
remain in the conference. The chairman 
got. the horse laugh from ail .sections of 
the hall. 

Comrade John Edwards, representing 
the Left Opposition, was the first to rise 
to ask for the floor in the discussion. 
However, the chairman simply could not 
see him, as he called upon delegate after 
delegate of all other groups. It was 
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after his insistent effort, together with 
the demands coming from all sections of 
the hall, that he was finally given the 
iloor. Comrade Edwards presented the 
line of the Left Opposition, hailing the 
first genuine united front conference held 
in Chicago since the Stalinist regime 
has been in existence. He pointed to the 
persistent advocacy of such a correct 
Leninist united front on the part of the 
I^eft Opposition over the period of years. 
Hi' pledged the support of his organiza- 
tion to the conference and warned the 
Stalinists, as representatives of Com- 
munism, that they must carry through 
the United Front on the specific issues 
at hand. 

Attorney Goldman who was given the 
iloor to make a collection speech made 
one of the finest Communist speeches 
heard in these parts from a Stalinist. 
His view]Kiint on the united front was 
so close to that of the Left Opposition 
that he even used the exact words of 
comrade Trotsky when he stated that, in 
order to <sirry out our aims, we can 
make a united front ''even with the 
devil himself* lie continued, "We will 
criticize each other but we will have a 
united front because we have to have 
united mass action. The struggle alone 
will prove the correctness of the 
program of the different iwlitical 
lines. Hut this I know that a Socialist 
worker hailed before a capitalist judge 
for participating in the class struggle 
. suffers exactly the same fate as a Com- 
munist worker would under the same cir- 
cumstances,. On the other hand, a Com- 
munist in bed is as safe as a Socialist 
in bed. Personally I am convinced that 
if the workers' .struggle is to be success, 
ful, the only path is the path of the 
Communist struggle.'' Later on when 
the names of the organizations who gave 
in the collection were announced he did 
not shy 'from mentioning the name of 
the Communist League of America (Op- 
position) along with the rest. 

One of the most provocative speeches 
made at the end of the conference was 
that of Herbert Newton, party Negro 
leader. He delivered himself of some pure 
pieces of Stalinist ultimatism, of prac- 
tically inviting the Socialists, the Farm- 
er-Laborites to leave the conference. 

The conference was not without its 
humorous moments. For example, after 
the report of the credentials committee, 
comrade Hatir, another delegate of the 
Left Opposition, arose to ask why the 
name of our organization was not in- 
cluded in the list of those read. The 
reporter. Miss Thompson, was evidently 
not well versed in the intricacies of tend- 
encies in the Communist movement. She 
took the Communist League to be part 
of the Communist party organizations and 
stated so in her answer. The Left Op- 
position delegates profusely shouted 
their thanks, stating that that was where 
| they belonged anyway. 
I The conference adjourned with 'the 
I singing of the International started by 
| the Left Opposition delegates. 

It is the opinion of the comrades here 
that this united front has far-reaching 
possibilities. A good deal depends upon 
the tactics pursued liy the Stalinists from 
now on. It was obvious at the confer- 
ence that the hang-overs of Stalinism 
are yet too strong to permit the official 
party's participation along genuine Len- 
inist lines. I'ndoubledly mistakes will 
be made. We hope that the party will 
not place itself in such a position as to 
appear to the workers as splitters and 
theaeby continue to drag the banner 
of Communism in the mud. The Chicago 
Left Opposition will very shortly issue 
a statement on the conference. 

—JOSEPH GICANTI. 

Miners Face Big Tasks 

(Continued from page I] 
The Lewis-Walker cliipie is perfectly 
aware that, the danger to their regime re- 
gaining its former position does not come 
from i he conservative elements in the 
new union leadership but from the Left 
wing. In ihe Illinois Miner, the sorry 
sheet which functions as their official or- 
gan there is a constant barrage against 
the Communists. Formerly it was direct- 
ed against the official party, now the 
main guns are trained against the Left 
Opposition. Tins sheet, while attempting 
to (leline, as it, puts it, the Right wing 
Communists, the official party, and the 
Left, wing Communists, the League, warns 
against our "flirting 1 with the Progressive 
Miners of America"' and aginst our ''do- 
ing the best to get control of it." This! 
sheet further concentrates its attacks 
upon (Jerry Allard attempting to reduce 
his position purely to the one of holding 
down a job. Of course, to this kind of 
scribbler no other motive is understand- 
able than the one of holding down a 
soft job. They complain that Gerry was 
lirsf with the National Miners Union, 
then with the UMWA and now with the 
Progressive Miners. 

Such efforts to discredit a Left wing 
leader will not get very far with the 
miners, however. To them Allard's posi- 
tion as a militant and as a revolutionist 
gaining in the ability of pursuing a cor- 
rect class policy is becoming increasing- 
ly clear. Nor will the rank and file 
miners he much disturbed over' their 
warnings against the Communist League 
of America. We have taken our position 
squarely with the new union, as is the 
duty of ali revolutionists, not at all in 
the sense of supporting the direction 
which ihe reactionary careerist elements 
attempt to impose upon it; but on the 
contrary, to help the rebellion against the 
enemy facing the miners In combined 
force and to help develop it into becom- 
ing truly a militant class union. That 
is the direction which our comrades and 
supporters in the field pursue. 

—A. S. 



Our Eight Page Double 

Anniversary Issue 

5 Yearsof tricR.ussian^cvoIution-4 Yrs. oftheMilitant 



The fifteenth anniversary of the 
Russian Bolshevik revolution will be 
celebrated in the next issue of the 
Militant At the same time our fight- 
ing paper will mark the fourth anni- 
versary of its existence. With the 
two dates coinciding almost to the 
day, we are making the next issue a 
joint anniversary number with twice 
as many pages as usual. 

The eight-page issue will contain a 
good deal of material on the Russian 
revolution which is not available to 
the aevrage militant in this country. 
Some of it has never appeared in the 
English language; other documents 
are known to com para lively few read- 
ers. Among them, the readers of the 
next issue of the Militant will find: 

The first proclamation of the Rev- 
olutionary Military Committee of 
Petrograd announcing the deposition 
of fhe Provisional Government. 

The minutes of the Extraordinary 
Session of the Petrograd Soviet after 
fhe Bolshevik insurrection, including 
speeches by Trotsky and by Lenin who 
had just come out of enforced con- 
ceal ment. 



The minutes of the famous Novem- 
ber session of the Petrograd Com- 
mittee of the Bolshevik party at which 
Lenin and Trotsky jointly defended 
tlieii standpoint against the concili- 
ators. These minutes suppressed by 
Stalin we shall print for the first time. 

Lenin's last speech to the Commun- 
ist International in I'.REJ, at the 
Fourth Congress, on Five Years of 
the Rnssi-an Revolution, a brilliant 
summary of its achievements and pro- 
blems and an advance refutation of 
Ihe national socialist epigones. 

rii addition to these and other his- 
torical documents, the Militant will 
contain many other timely articles, 
including one on Ihe Russian revolu- 
tion and the American Communist 
movement, another on the birthday 
of eonirado Leon Trotsky, which falls 
on the same day as the anniversary 
of the Russian revolution, etc., etc. 

While a special edition will be 

printed, it will nevertheless still be 

limited, and we urge that ail special 

orders l>o sent in immediately and 

without, fail. 



MILITANT BUILDERS 

Oar Club Plan 



New Forces Join the Left Opposition 



(Continued from page 1) 
raised the question in party meetings 
as to why the C. I. di not publish Trot- 
sky's arguments. In this way, I point- 
ed out, the party leaders would enlight- 
en the membership. For this the dis- 
trict leadership looked upon me (and 
many other comrades who also raised 
this question! with distrust and sus- 
picion. (At this point. I may be permit- 
ted to point out that even many of the 
present lieutenants of Stalinism, at that 
time, also objected to such expulsions — 
though in private conversations, under 
cover.) 



■sands of emprisoned and exiled Left 
Oppositionists! Long live the World 
Revolution! 

For the regeneration of Lenin's third 
International ! 

Comradely, 
—SEBASTIAN PAITAS. 



The criticisms of the Left Opposition 
on the fundamental questions and their 
proposals put forward convinced me of 
its correctness. I, therefore, uncondition- 
ally declare myself in full agreement 
with the views of the Left Opposition. In 
my struggle against the district and 
TUUL bureaucracy through the fraction 
of the Food Workers Industrial Union, 
(which I shall deal with on another oc- 
casion) the proposals I put forward 
there, were, in the main guided by the, 
policies of the Left Opposition. 

Under the theory of the the "third 
period", the party split the Left wing 
forces away from the A. F. of L., thus 
resulting in giving the yellow traitors a 
free hand for their betrayals and sell- 
outs. Even small, insignificant Left wing 
groups were also split away from the 
various A. F. of L. unions in order to 
build revolutionary unions. (Hundreds 
of these groups compose today the var- 
ious leagues and unions of the TUUL). 
For, according to the theory that the 
A. 1''. of L. is a Fascist and company 
union, the Left wing could not possibly 
afford to "lose time'" working within 
these unions. Guided by the theory of 
'social-Fascism', the party also split in- 
dependent unions like the Amalgamated 
Food ^Workers that for years supported 
the revolutignary movement. This same 
notorious theory prevented the party 
from accepting the united front in the 
Illinois miners' strike, even when it was 
projxjsed by the unions influenced by the 
Muste group. 

The united front question today is one 
of the most important weapons of the 
working class against the brutal, vicious 
attacks of the employers to reduce the 
already miserable standard of living. On 
this Question the party, due to its ruin- 
ous theory of ''Fascism'* and "social- 
Fascism'' confuses this question by pro- 
[Kising a united front from below which 
is concretized as follows : 

Sympathizers, who are members of the 
A F of L or other unions, are called to 
a united front conference "from below 
organized by the TUUL. These members 
represent in reality no organization, 
since they were not elected by any. When 
the conference is ended, the memhers 
cannot report the results of the confer- 
ence to their respective local union for, 
as mentioned above, they were not elect- 
ed by it. Even if the dare make a re- 
port, the yellow leaders of the union 
locals, according to the law of the con- 
stitution where no member has the jight. 
to represent a local on his own initia- 
tive, could demand their expulsion. The 
united front conferene of the FWIU held 
here last winter and lasting but two days, 
was typical of the nature of such con- 
ferences 

In spite of the slanders and calumnies 
of the party against the views of the 
Left Opposition, and the bureaucratic 
suppression of the party membership by 
forbidding them to read even the liter- 
ature of the Left Opposition, and attend- 
ing their lectures, the party members 
begin to see and realize the true Lenin- 
ist role of the Left Opposition. The 
blind belief in the party leadership falls 
aside. I know of a number of party 
members who are in secret sympathy with 
the tactical and organisational program 
of the Left Opposition. It is only a 
hair's breadth that separates these mem- 
bers organizationally from the Left Op- 
position. 

Long live fhe views of the Left Op- 
position and its great international lead- 
ers, Trotsky and Rakovsky, and the thou- 



Help the Illinois Miners 

The heroic battle which the Illinois 
miners have been fighting for months 
against the greatest odds is in itself an 
appeal to every worker in the country 
to corae to their aid. The long period of 
unemployment through which most of 
them have gone has left them in no 
position to conduct a struggle without 
assistance from the outside. Relief is 
now urgently required by the men and 
their families, and the miners' union Is 
now making a great effort to supply the 
coal, diggers with a minimum of assist- 
ance. The Militant therefore urges all 
its readers to do their utmost in coining 
to the aid of the men in Illinois. In your 1 
union, your fraternal organization, in 
whatever movement jon may have a 
voice, raise the question of relief for 
the Illinois miners, and then contribute 
all that you yourself can raise among 
your friends and comrades. 

All aid should ho forwarded to fhe 
Progressive Miners of America, Gillespie, 
Illinois. 



COMPLETING THE CIRCUIT 

Since last week's report two more 
cities have stepped up to the firing line 
and sent in club plan subs. They are 
Philadelphia and Toronto. Philadelphia 
makes an occasional appearance in these 
lists but the name of Toronto is almost 
a newcomer. Greetings! Salute us 
often in like manner. 

PITTSBURGH 

Last week we heard from comrades 
Vomvas and Sifaki.s again. This puts 
them away out in front. You can judge 
from what they say whether this is a 
sudden burst or the beginning of a pow- 
erful and sustained drive. We think it 
is the latter and we urge all comrades 
to read attentively and follow suit : 
"with a depression like this it is very 
hard to approach the workers and ask 
them to subscribe for the Militant or 
to donate the sum of fifty cents for a 
minerte sub. As we know, very many 
workers not only can't, afford to pay fifty 
cents but are in great need of money and 
it is a problem to them how to make 
their living. Ko far as we could go we 
succeeded in collecting S subs given by 
workers, of which 4 are of Ihe miners 
and 4 for the names below. 2 have been 
collected by comrade Sifakis and six by 
comrade Vomvas. 

The names of the workers who don- 
ated for the miners' subs are: M. Vas- 
silias 50c; O. Rabarin— GOc ; P. C. M.— 
r>0c; Bill Theocharis— o0e. The sub of 
George Cephalos has been donated by- 
two workers who can't read English and 
who knew that George could but couldn't 
afford to pay oOc ; so they gave 25c 
each. Is any comment needed on this 
really inspiring news from our comrades 
in Pittsburgh? 

MINERS* SUBS 

In response to our appeals for subs for 
miners we have received $3.1)0 which, 
according to the club plan rate, is 11 
subs. 11 miners are now entered on the 
Militant mailing list who were not there 
before. The comrades who sent them in 
are as follows; J. Sifakis — %2; P. Vomvas 
--$2; J. Hamilton— SI : II. Nash— S-D0. 

This is only a small beginning. On the 
preliminary lists which comrade Angela 
has sent us there are sixty more names. 
And there are other lists coming. The 
procedure is to transfer these names to 
(he Militant list as fast as we get subs 
for them. 
HOW TO GKT SUBS FOR MINERS 

The club plan drive should be pointed 
in this direction. There are two pivotal 
points. The first, is to get outright 



donations for this purpose from com- 
rades, s.vmpathizers and workers' organi- 
zations. Remittances should he made 
on the club plan bask;. The minimum 
remittance should be if 2 for which we 
will shoot out four half-year subs. This 
does not mean that, the $2 must be raised 
from one comrade or sympathizer. No. 
it can be collected from three or four 
or half a d< ■/.(■». But the remittances 
should be made in units of $2. 

A second way of raising money for 
miners' subs is to get half-year subs 
from workers at the old rate of $1 and 
include it in a club plan of four. In this 
case you need send in only two names 
on the club plan blank find *2, explaining 
that the other two names ;ire to be tilled 
in by us with miners' names. Hut. be 
sure to explain to Ihe subscriber that he 
is asked to suliscribe, in effect, for him- 
self and a miner for 1 a half year each 
at the rate of $1 for both. Explain that 
we are able to do this because you « ill 
include his sub with another on a club 
plan sub ami that thereby the minimum 
of If2 will be realized enabling us to 
fill in two miners' names. 

$30 DOES THE TRICK 

$30 will transfer the whole of com- 
rade Angelo's list to the Militant mailing 
list. But more than that if will mean 
(X) miners who will read the Militant 
regularly. So let's get going. Who will 
be the first to knock this !f30 down a 
peg or two? Have no hesitation. Step 
right up. 

THE STAFF RECORD 

It. looks as if comrade Vomvas is going 
to win that copy of the "Proletarian Rev- 
olution in Russia'' by Lenin and Trotsky 
we are offering to the comrade who heads 
the staff in the anniversary issue on 
November o. 

P. Vomvas S-I 

II. Nash :i 

W. Krchm 3 

R. Morgensteru 2 

A. Konikow 2 

O. Coover 2 

II. A. 2 

Chicago Friends of 
the Militant Club 2 

J. Hamilton 1 

And the record by cities: 

Chicago $(i 

Pittsburgh 8 

Montreal 3..">0 

Toronto 3 

Philadelphia 2 

Boston 2 

Minneapolis 2 

It's going up ! 



USE THE CLUB PLAN. 

FOR THE MINERS. 



GET SUBS 
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A $1 HALF YEAR SUB of 26 ISSUES for GOc in CLUBS of FOUR or MORE. 
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HAVE YOU SENT TN YOUR GREET- 
ING TO THE ANNIVERSARY ISSUE? 



MIILITANT BUILDER Address 

City Slate 

Help Circulate a Marxian Paper for Class Conscious Workers 



Left Opposition Movement Growing in Canada 



The )>eriod following the last plenum 
of the Communist League has marked 
the definite expansion of the Left Op- 
position in Toronto. Indices of this 
political and organizational progress are 
manifest in the several fields of educa- 
tion and agitation, trade union contacts, 
literature saies, youth work, and branch 
recruiting, all of which strengthens the 
premise* for a more comprehensive pro- 
gram of action. In appraising this ac- 
tivity it must not be forgotten that the 
Communist movement in Ontario has 
been declared by the courts to be illegal, 
and the revolutionary organizations are 
subjected to the most rigorous police 
persecution. 

Educational Woric 

One of the outstanding undertakings 
of the branch has been the organization 
of a class in Marxism, under the direc- 
tion of comrade Maurice Spector". The 
importance of theoretical training of 
cadres of the younger generation, can- 
not be overestimated. Reference to this 
urgent need was among the most con- 
spicuous points in L. D 's letter of greet- 
ing to the first (Chicago) Conference 
of the Opposition. Continuity of revolu- 
tionary Marxian thought must be main- 
tained—never more so than in the pre- 
sent period of Stalinist falsification of 
Bolshevik history and corruption of 
theory in the Comintern. 

The class was launched in the hottest 
season of the year but drew an attend- 
ance of between thirty-five to forty, 
throughout, although as a matter of 
policy (in fhe interests of a selection 
that would be stable) no effort was made 
to recruit in the highways and byways. 
The predominant element was naturally 
the j'outh, but there was also an adult 
proletarian element with trade union ex- 
perience and connections. The first part 
of, the course dealt with the theoretical 
system of Marx, the next with the 
strategy of the proletariat in the strug- 
gle for power, and Ihe concluding part 
is to take up the problems of socialist- 
Soviet construction. The lectures were 
supplemented by mimeographed readings 
from the revolutionary classics, and the 
organization of a lending library. 

It may be stated without exaggeration 
that as a result, the revolutionary move- 
ment has gained a number of keen, en- 
ergetic and loyal militants, who have 
accepted the full implication of the 



dictum that Marxism is no dogma but 
a guide to action. 

It has been decided to continue the 
class throughout the winter and to draw 
in fresh elements.. 

Trade Union Activity 

The events in the Montreal needle 
trades which precipitated the revolt of 
the rank and file in the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers Union against the 
Hillmau bureaucracy, also revealed the 
sterility of the "third pe riod- social - 
Fascist'' trade union strategy of Stalin- 
ism. The leadership of the ''Industrial 
Union" (RIH") was so thoroughly satis- 
fied with itself and the structuie and 
objectives of the union as the final word 
hi revolutionary engineering, that it re- 
mained blissfully unaware of the actual 
ferment that was going on among the 
"backward'' masses in the Amalgamated. 
As a result, despite the fact that, the 
Industrial Union had been in existence 
for three years it was isolated from the 
discontented mass in the older n'lion, and 
the workers anxious to throw off the 
chains of the Hillman machine, set up 
a new union. Instead of striving for re- 
lations of close and comradely solidarity 
with a movement that was genuinely of 
the masses, the officialdom of the Indus- 
trial Union adopted a truculent, ultimst- 
isf position of antagonism. Their atti- 
tude was one of "Caesar or nothing! 
Join us or we will smash you." The 
strength of the Indudstrial Union did 
not suffice to prevent the new union 
from consolidating itself in Montreal but 
it did suffice to retard the organization 
of a similar mass movement of revolt 
under' Left wing leadership againbt 
Hillmanism in Toronto. The Hillmau 
.officialdom have for the time being got 
the situation in hand and are busily 
quoting the articles of the "Industrial 
Union" strategists to prove that it is 
hardly worth while to break away from 
fhe Amalgamated for a union that is 
not as unqualifiedly revolutionary m the. 
RILU. 

The "'third period" trade union tactics 
did however meet with resistance from 
a sector of the Left wing which rejected 
the ultima 1 1st attitude. With these 
comrades the Left Opposition established 
contact and embarked on a course of 
friendly collaboration. The ba.sis of this 
collaboration was clearly defined from 
the very beginning. This group of Left 



wing trade unionists most of whom have 
passed through all the experiences ot 
the THIOL, reject the Stalinist slander 
about the Opposition. They agreed that 
an organized Left wing, its policies pro- 
ceeding from the recognition of tho 
class struggle, is the prerequisite to any 
militant program of action. 
Literature — The Militant-— U user Kamf 

The sales of the Militant, which had 
slumped prior to the plenum, have tri- 
pled. There is a growing demand for 
our pamphiel literature, with fhe satis- 
faction of which the riKid censorship 
interferes. The Customs confiscates our 
material and the Militant is prohibited 
entry in the West, as being Rolshevik 
propaganda- Apparently the capitalist 
authorities are not convinced by Stalin's 
assurances to contrary. The sale of 
Unser Kamf is similarly increasing and 
the branch has taken steps to knit the 
sympathizers of [bis paper into a stable 
organization. 

Organization ami Agitation 

The branch has been increasing its 
membership steadily. We put into effect 
fhe principle "from each according to his 
abilities". No merely passive allegiance 
is allowed. No one is permitted lo wear 
the badge of the Opposition by merely 
giving verbal adherence to its principles. 
Our comrades are active in defense work, 
trade union work, literature distribution, 
etc. Comrades MucDonald and Spector, 
to the great distress of the Sfalin offi- 
cials, have been called upon to speak 
to the various Workers Associations, 
forums, etc. The Stalin organ has con- 
sequently become more venomous in its 
falsifications. Rumors are circulated 
that '■'MaelJonold opposed a demonstra- 
tion in Queens Park" (in connection with 
a deputation from Workers and produc- 
ers Conference to place its demands be- 
fore Premier Henry). Or in connection 
with a previous deputation for the re- 
peal of section 08 "Spector was afraid 
to address the Premier". lint such lies 
out of the whole cloth are punctured as 
soon as the workers read our press and 
see us in action. 

A Canadian Organ of tl»e Opposition 

To deal more effectively with the pro- 
blems of the class .struggle in the Domin- 
ion, we are preparing to publish the 
first number of a monthly organ of the 
Opposition to coincide with the celebra- 
tion of the October anniversary. 
Toronto, __g 
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The Stalinists at the Twelfth Plenum 



(Continued from page 1) 
To pose the question in the fourth year 
of the crisis as the end of the period 
of stabilization is to use phrases instead 
of analysis unless the ''analysis" means 
that after three years of crisis the condi- 
tion is to become worse for capitalism, 
that the semi-open conflicts are to break 
out into open imperialist wars and rev- 
olutions. However, we will show that 
the thesis speaks differently on this 
point. We will take this phase up later. 
If we are now at the-end of stabiliza- 
tion what would you call the period of 
the crisis ^ust before, where we have 
had tin; invasion of China by Japan, the 
revolutions "between" the United State* 
and Great Britain in South America, the 
Spanish revolution, the Indian situation 
and above all the danger of Fascism lit 
Germany? Was this the characterization 
of stabilization? 

To draw an analogy we can say that 
the "Third Period" designed the second 
period as a period of stabilization, from 
1923 or 1921 to 1928. In this period of 
stabilization we had the British General 
strike, the Vienna uprising and the Chi. 
nese revolution. Following thla second 
period came the third period of revolu- 
tionary upsurges. The C I.'s guess was 
a miserable failure. But history does 
not repeat itself. We are on safer 
ground, not due to Stalinism, but due 
to the Left Opposition. 

Ebbs and Flows in the Decay Stage 

To talk constantly about the end of 
stabilization and revolutionary upsurge 
is to replace Marxian analysis with 
Stalinist phrases. The "beginning" of 
stabilization is just as dangerous for 
capitalism as the '•end" of stabilization. 
Because this mechanical schema does 
not lit the facts of the dialectic stages 
and its cycle. Because the cycle of 
capitalism lias reached the decay stage. 
The whole period is a period of wars and 
revolutions, but within this period there 
are ebbs and flows. 

In this decay stage, favorable situa- 
tions for the seizure of power will exist 
and have existed In the periods of ebbs 
as well as flows. A Marxist must pre- 
sent strategy for the party and the clas« 
in the decay stage, but this can only be 
done providing the ebbs and flows, that 
is, the general direction of the whole 
in the downward curve of decay capi- 
talism, as well as the parts to the whole, 
are presented. In other words, the 
whole period is a period of revolution- 
ary possibilities and in either periods 
of ebbs and flows within the whole per- 
iod these revolutionary possibilities are 
transformed' Into realities. To take ad- 
vantage of these realities means to know 
the direction, the ebb or flow, so that 
proper tactic can be formulated. This 
the Stalinists are failing to do and have 
failed to do. 

What Is the Pmpeetive? 

After thiee years of crisis and depres- 
sion what is the perspective? Are there 
still possibilities for ebbs and flows In 
the economy of capitalism, or will the 
whole future from now on be downward? 
On the contrary, ebbs and flows are 



ahead, but different kinds of ebbs and 
flows than we had in the growth stage 
of capitalism. 

The reorganization and readjustments 
are proceeding not only in the United 
States but in other important links at 
the expense of the working class, the 
peasantry and the weaker -section of the 
exploiters. The failure of the Stalinist 
leadership to take advantage of the fav- 
orable revolutionary situations since the 
1923 German revolution as well as the 
present German situation has not only 
enabled the capitalist class to obtain a 
worthwhile breathing spell, but has 
weakened our forces. 

Considering all these factors together, 
one cannot at this stage lay down a 
definite perspective of a worse condition 
as the only variant ahead, as the U. I. 
does. On the contrary, one possible 
variant, far from excluded, is the possi- 
bility of a short upturn. Not a return 
to prosperity or the end of capitalist 
stabilization, which was not stable for 
the last three years. It will be one of 
the brief flows In the downward curve 
of decay capitalism. This holds the up- 
turn within definite limitations. Every 
process as well as every major stage, 
of birth, growth and decay has within 
it its ebbs and flows. Growth has Its 
dynamic flows and difficult ebbs but de- 
cay has its turbulent flows and prolonged 
spasmodic ebbs. 

A short upturn solves nothing for the 
workers — the way towards which the 
social reformer is looking and hoping. 
For the capitalist, It prepares the way 
for greater explosions or greater accu- 
mulations of contradictions. 

Crises and depressions, unless trans- 
formed to deeper levels of revolutionary 
situations, always put the workers on 
the defense, drive them to lower stand- 
ards and scatter their organized forces. 
Upturns have the opposite effects upon 
our class. Upturns release a certain 
economic pressure but at the same time 
usher in the workers into the new con- 
ditions with no economic gains, which 
means relatively worse conditons. The 
released pressure and worse conditions 
creates a contradiction, this time for 
the capitalists which drives the workers 
into the counter-offensive. Signs of this 
are already at hand in isolated exam- 
ples especially the miners' strike in Bel- 
gium and the miners' strike in Illinois, 
embryonic signs but nevertheless signs. 
Did Stalinism Forget America? 

In considering the role of American im- 
perialism this thesis seems to think that 
such an imperialism is of little Import- 
ance in world politics. The proper eleva- 
tion of the role of American imperialism, 
in a C I. resolution today, must place 
it as the leading imperialist power of 
world capitalism, as the dominating eco- 
nomic power that has in the past and 
continues in the present to take the de- 
termining role in the struggle against 
the extension of the October revolution. 
The role of American imperialism, in 
Europe, in Asia, in South America as 
well as its relations to the Soviet Union 
must be an elementary consideration for 



a thesis that makes up the world pro- 
blems of the vanguard. 

The Main Danger in Germany 

The danger of Fascism in Germany is 
not posed in its proper relationship. The 
resolution uses enough ink in speaking 
of Fascism and Germany but does not 
pull out the determining factor— THE 
DANGER OF FASCISM IN GERMANY. 
Instead, the thesis turns the problem up- 
side down and tells us that the main 
enemy is the social democrats It says, 
"Only by directing our main blows 
against social democracy, this social 
mainstay of the bourgeoisie." 

The thesis clings to the theory of 
' .social -Fa seism ' and tells us mosft 
learned and wanted wisdom — that the 
bourgeoisie is the main enemy of the 
proletariat in Germany. This is not toid 
to school children but to the vanguard 
of the proletariat. Abstract thinking is 
essential but there are times when ab- 
stract thinking and presentations become 
the worst enemy for advancing the work- 
ers cause. Or morn often it is a cheap 
substitute for lack of knowledge as to 
what to do. The latter is the case with 
the Stalinists The danger of Fascism in 
Germany and Its international historical 
importance is brushed over with mean- 
ingless phrases. 

The Far East Conflict 

The Manchurian situation is treated in 
an equal bankrupt fashion. The thesis 
says, "The chief hot-bed for breeding a 
new imperialist war is the Pacific." 
"Japanese imperialism in alliance with 
France and with the actual support Of 
England, is converting Manchuria into 
its colony and has thus put the armed 
struggle for the partition of China and 
Intervention against the USSR on the 
order of the day" In this sentence the 
United States, which the thesis correctly 
nays, "is pursuing its imperialist aims 
in the Far East"' is put on the basis as 
struggling against a line-up of Japan 
"in alliance with France" and "actually 
supported hy England." This is not the 
line up in the Far East, even though in- 
terests rim parallel for a time. 

All facts point to a much more com- 
plicated imperialist as well as Soviet 
Union problem. To puss this problem off 
in such a "isimple" way and at the same 
time fail to show its relations to the 
danger of Fascism in Germany is to fall 
to present the contradictions of world 
capitalism in their proper relationship. 
The Position of the Soviet Union 
The question of the position of the 
Soviet Union is the most disgraceful part. 
To cover up our weak points, to hide 
from the world proletariat our true con- 
ditions, when the whole capitalist world 
knows these difficulties, is to lull to sleep 
the only class that will defend the Soviet 
Union, disarming them and helping the 
enemy. The thesis says referring to the 
Soviet Union, "That country has com- 
pletely established itself in the position 
of socialism; the second five year plan 
i provides for the final abolition of classes 
j and the conversion of the whole toiling 
| population of the country into active and 



conscious builders of a classless society." 
The internal difficulties due to objec- 
tive conditions of a backward country in- 
dustrializing the country, with world 
capitalism fighting this industrialization, 
and the subjective difficulties of the 
wrong theory of socialism in one coun- 
try, combined with the effects of the 
world crisis upon the Soviet Union, 
have placed our fatherland in a most 
difficult position. The policy of Stalinism 
is accelerating the difficulties. 

Directives for the United States 

The resolution ends by giving such 
directives In the coming period. With 
the end of capitalist stabilization the 
thesis gives the following directives for 
the United States. Even though we grant 
that the tempo toward revolutionary up- 
surge In the United States will be slow- 
er than the other countries the direc- 
tives are inadequate and wrong for this 
period, for any [a-riod. They say, "For 
social insurance, against wage cuts, for 
immediate assistance for the unemployed. 
For equal rights for the Negroes and 
self-determination in the Black Beits. 
For assistance for the ruined farmers. 
For the defense of the Chinese people 
and the Soviet Union". 

The thesis, you will remember speaks 
of "the end of capitalist stabilization", 
and "the development of the revolution- 
ary upsurge and preparation for the 
struggle for the dictatorship of the pro- 
letariat." >-'ot that the upsurge will be 
even, or everywhere at once, but that in 
the present period the general direction 
for the whole, is toward revolutionary 
upsurge. No sooner do they tell us 
this, when we are ready to prepare for 
action to fit this, that is action to fit the 
end of capitalist stabilization and revolu- 
tionary upsurge, than the fifth section 
of the thesis presents the directives. And 
here they are : 

"The general task of the Comintern 
and its sections in the present period is 
to wage a concrete struggle: (1) Against 
the capitalist offensive. (2) Against Fasc- 
ism and reaction. (3) Against the im- 
pending war and intervention in the So- 
viet Union". The directives contradict 
the first part of the thesis. The direc- 
tives are DEFENSIVE struggles against 
the capitalists. If the first part is true: 
"the end of capitalist stabilization and 
revolutionary upsurge are ahead", then 
the "genral tasks" are not correct. And 
If the genera! tasks are correct for the 
coming period, defensive struggles, then 
the first part of the thesis is incorrect. 
There will be defensive struggles in the 
period of preparation for revolutionary 
upsurge, that is sure, but the general 
tasks, means to point to the main line 
of march and preparations. 

The economic analysis of the Left Op- 
position of world capitalism, on the con- 
trary, points to a period ahead where we 
must now inform the party and the class 
to prepare the battle-lines to transform 
the present and past several years of 
defensive struagles into offensive strug- 
gles of the proletariat against the capi- 
talist. First for immediate demands to 
be developed with the tempo and to con- 
form to the strength or weakness of the 
link to a higher stage of an offensive 
for the overthrow of the capitalist rule. 

—HUGO OEHLER. 
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The Legend of Brest-Litovsk 



JAPA 



Its Rise from Feudalism to Capitalist Imperialism 
and the Development of the Proletariat 

By Jack Weber 



(Continued from last issue) 
.Rise of Japan, Decline of England ! 

The rise of English capitalism caused 
the ruin ot the handicraft cotton Indue- 1 
tries of India, China and Japan. Hut 
not forever could England guard arid' 
keep secret the machines that gave her 1 
power. To-day nemesis stalks the Bri-. 
tish Empire and the East ousts England 
from her greatest markets for cotton 1 
manufactures. Naturally England will 
use every weapon of resistance to fend 
off the inevitable, the British Empire 
will not vanish without gigantic strug- 
gles, death-throes one might well call 
them. The tariff, imperial preference, 
the capitalist onslaught on wages, parti- 
cularly in the Lancashire mills, — these 
are symbols of the decline of British 
capitalism, of the precarious position she 
occupies in world markets, of the de- 
pletion of her natural resources (coal), 
of the rising costs of manufacturing. The 
rise of Japan as a manufacturing na- 
tion is an added force tending towards 
accelerating the dec-line of English capi- 
talism. 

The Rhythm of Cotton Technology 

The more advanced the technology, the 
finer the yarns and piece-goods it can 
produce. The Lancashire mills, the old- 
est in the world, are still pre-eminent 
in the making of fine goods, the kind 
used in the move advanced countries. But 
the East — India, China, Japan— with its 
teeming millions, uses coarse yarn and 
goods, the type first developed by a new 
technology. The mastery of cotton 
manufacturing has followed the .same 
rhythm in every country, Japan being 
quite typical. At first Japan was a 
market for coarse piece-goods and the 
heavier, coarser yarns of English make. 
Gradually the yarns of coarse size were 
produced at home until they ceased to be 
imports and became exports. In this 
stage Japan ousted England Trora India 
and Chi mi 'for this type of yarn. Still 
later the coarse yarn was used in dom- 
estic weaving to produce coarse piece- 
goods which thus became the export. At 
this stage Japan raptured the Asian 
market outside of India almost com- 
pletely away from England. Japan en- 
croached rapidly even on the Indian mar- 
ket with the results already outlined, 
the closing of India to Japan by Eng- 
land. In this process not only has Japan 
imported greater and greater amounts of 
raw cotton but latterly she has been 



importing additional yarn (made in 

China) for her factories. 

Limited Possibility for Japanese Growth 

The entire development of Japanese 
capitalism is conditioned by the epoch 
in which it arose, the era of imperialism. 
Forced to follow in the wake of the im- 
perialist powers. Japan's normal growth 
was stunted. Imperialism signifies the 
decay of democracy and the militarizing 
of the imperialist, power in Its desperate 
struggle for larger and larger markets. 
This fact helps to account for the omis- 
sion of the bourgeois revolution with its 
democratic phase in Japan's development 
and tor the ease with which the feudal 
lords were able to direct Japan's course. 
If to-day, before the achievement of any 
"real" democracy in Japanese govern- 
ment, we witness movements calling 
themselves Fascist, the reason is that 
developments are foreshortened in Japan 
so that the so-called Fascism, the out- 
growth of the military oligarchy, tends 
to strangle democracy in its very birth. 

On the economic field imperialism gives 
occasion to the peculiar phenomenon of 
the export of finance capital by Japan 
to China for the setting-up of cotton 
mills there even before Japan has sat- 
urated her own home market. Practical- 
ly 409fc of all Chinese cotton spindles are 
owned by Japanese capitalists. In the 
developments of Chinese and Indian cot- 
ton manufacturing, we see however the 
same fate meted out to Japan that-she 
meted out to England,— the loss of mar- 
kets. Already China has ousted Japan 
from her market for the sale of yarns 
and India already has more spindles 
than Japan. Japanese capitalism rests 
on cheaper labor than that of England 
but both India and China rely on labor 
still cheaper than that of Japan. A 
girl spinner in Japan gets 50 to 60 cents 
for 10 hours of work. A male spinner 
in India gets from 34 to 43 cents for 
10 hours. 

Japan's development in the last 70 
yeans, looked at closely, has been slow 
rather than fast, much slower than that 
of England even during its experimental 
stage. Her home market is not a strong 
one ; for example, in the cotton industry, 
on the basis of yarn consumed Japan 
does not produce nearly as much goods 
as England, the XL S. or even India, and 
yet'.Iapan exports more cotton cloth 
than any other country except England, 
—because she sells less at home due to 



the lower per capita consumption of her 
poverty-stricken population. It is a 
foregone conclusion that Japan will never" 
attain the height of development reached 
by England in- the cotton industry which, 
nevertheless, is Japan's greatest industry. 

"The Big Five" 

A striking phenomenon, illustrating 
Japan's uneven capitalist development 
under the imperialist forces shaping her 
institutions, is the growth of tremend- 
ous empires of monopoly capitalism side- 
by-side with her backward industrial 
forms. The Japanese government has 
consistently encouraged combinations of 
capital. During periods of crisis when 
capitalists find themselves on the verge 
of bankruptcy, the government intervenes 
directly to bring about amalgamations 
and greater monopolistic concentrations 
of industry^ banking, etc. The "Big 
Five" of Japan are the very heart of 
Japanese imperialism. They are banks 
in the same sense as the National City 
Bank In the U. S. and the Midland Bank 
of England; that is to say, they are the 
sources of finance capital. No big un- 
dertaking can be started in Japan with- 
out the aid of one or more of these 
banks. To enumerate the companies 
controlled by the Mitsui, Mitsubishi, Dai- 
Ichi, Sumiton and Yasuda banks would 
be to catalog every great Japanese en-| 
terprise. The Mitsui Co. alone controls 
2.V/ f of the entire export trade of Japan 
anil handles coal, copper, sulphur, Jum- 
ber, cotton, silk, sugar, etc. It Imports 
ships, locomotives, steel bridges, opium,' 
machine tools, paper pulp. It is thej 
largest owner of coal mines In the East. 
It handles the millions of tons, of the' 
soya bean crop of Manchuria and practic- 
ally owns the forests of Hokkaido be-i 
sides having the monopoly of camphor, 
in Formosa. The Mitsubishi Bank con- 
trols the shipping industry and all the 
large shipping companies of Japan. It 
has vast, interests in the engineering in- 
dustries. It is vitally concerned in the 
South Manchuria Railroad. These banks, 
the "Big Five"', are gigantic combines,' 



vertically and horizontally, with tremen- 
dous and cynically recognized power in 
government, Japanese papers refer to a 
Mitsui cabinet or a Mitsubishi ministry 
since the Mitsni's "own" the Seiyuaki 
I 'arty and the Mitsubishis subsidize the 
Miuseito Party- 
Effects of the War on Japan 

The World War gave Japanese capital- 
ism so tremendous an impetus that it 
can be said to have reached maturity 
with this period. The war freed Japan 
temporarily from Ihe strangling fetters 
of competition. After a year of painful 
readjustment. Japanese capitalism seized 
its opportunity to invade all the markets 
of the East as well as Africa, the South 
Sea Islands and Australia. No better 
measure can be given of the extent of its 
new trade than Hie relation of exports 
to imports. From the Sino-Jap war up 
to the World War, imports exceeded ex- 
ports each year, leaving a total excess 
of imports of <J28.NO:J.(X>0 yen at the be- 
ginning of the War. The first three 
years of the War cancelled this deficit 
so that by 1918 there was an actual sur- 
plus of exports amounting to -JOT.OOO.OOO 
yen. 

Before the War England controlled 
5;t'iJ. of the im]>orts of cotton piece-goods 
to China, Japan sending only 20%. By 
192r, Japan hail 51%. of this business, 
England only 3H%. The present Jap- 
anese steel industry is the product of 
the War. The number of factory work- 
ers increased almost half a million from 
the outbreak of War to Oct. 1917. 

Of far greater importance however, 
are not these figures, but the changed 
social conditions, the enriching of the 
few and the utter pauperizing of the 
masses. The same process of inflation 
occurred In Japan as elsewhere. Prices 
doubled, then tripled and went skyrocket- 
ing. Wages remained stationary or lag- 
ged far behind the rising cost of living. 
Food became scarce. The profits made 
by the capitalists were simply enormous. 
Certain mushroom steel companies, sugar 
manufacturers, shipping concerns, showed 



The new generation in the Comintern 
knows nothing about how the Chinese 
revolution was slain, or how the Left 
wing Minority Movement in the British 
trade unions was strangled; but for that 
it is educated on secondary episodes of 
the past of the type of the -August bloc" 
(1912!), or the Brest-Litovsk differences 
which are presented as two irreconcil- 
able entities: Leninism and Trotskyism. 

The decision on the Brest-Litovsk dif- 
ferences was adopted by the Seventh 
Congress of the party in March 1918. The 
discussions at this Congress were of a 
heated character. But to characterize the 
relations of the party to the participants 
in the dispute, the results of the party 
elections are more telling than anything 
else. It was a question of the Central 
Committee. Bueharin's group, in protest, 
refused to participate in the elections of 
the Central Committee. Thirty-four' dele- 
gates actually did participate. The chair- 
man reported the results (we quote from 
the official published minutes of the Sev- 
enth Congress, page 177) : 

"A commission including Avanessov, 
Solovlev and Shelaviu served as tellers. 
Permit us to announce the results. Al- 
together, 3D ballots were cast. Five 
comrades abstained from voting. They 
cast blank ballots. The rest are divided 
as follows: Lenin— 34, Trotsky — 34, 
Sverdloy — 33, Zinoviev— 33, Bucharin— 



32, Sokninikov — 32, Stalin — 32, Krestin- 
Bky — 32, Stnilga— 29, Stassova— 28, Lash- 
evitclr— 27, Schmidt— 28, Dzherzhinsky— 
20, Vladiinirsky— 24, Sergeiev — 23." 

The same Congress elected a commis- 
sion to elaborate the party program. The 
significance of this commission requires 
' no explanation. Let us present here, 
(word for word, the brief discussion on 
the question of the make-up of the com- 
mission and the results of the voting: 

"L'ritsky— I, at least, am unaware of 
any programmatic articles by Stalin or 
Zinoviev, but Kadek's are well known. I 
therefore propose to include Radek In- 
stead of Stalin. 

"Chairman — Stalin has written on the 
national question, whoever read them — 
knows. This is not the question. Since 
objections have been raised, I will put 
the names to a vote. 

"The voting takes place. 

"For Lenin — V.~. Bucharin — 36, Sokol- 
nikov — 25, Trot sky —37, Zinoviev — 30, 
Stalin— 21, Smiinov— 32, Rndek— 19, Ob- 
olensky — 7. 

"Elected : Lenin. Trotsky, Bucharin, 
Smirnov, Sokolnikov, Stalin, Zinoviev." 
(Minutes of the Congresses and Confer- 
ences of tile Communist party of the So- 
viet Union (H), pases 100-170.) 

Literally every document of the party's 
past bears deadly witness against the 
regime of fa Unifications ! 



Two Press Comments on Russia 



AS IT IS TODAY 

"As to the prospects (of world rev- 
olution. -Ed.) one might think this state 
of affairs offers to Soviet diplomats, who 
are alert and experienced in social up- 
heaval, the Moscow press says nothing. 
Indeed, it is immensely significant that in 
the countless articles devoted to foreign 
affairs in the past two months, anything 
to indicate the Soviet attitude or bias 
has been scrupulously repressed. 

"What is more, during the celebrations 
of Maxim Gorky's jubilee, which occupied 
the pages of the Soviet press, there was 
scarcely a line In the speeches and arti- 
cles to show that the Soviet Union was 
interested in world revolution. So much 
so, that a suggestion of the French radi- 
cal writer, Henri Barbusse, that the time 
was approaching for the proletariat to 
throw off its chains struck a jarring 
note. 

''The Soviet press holds true to the 
Kremlin policy that world revolution will 
be a product of circumstances and not 
propaganda, and that it is the Itussians' 
business to cultivate their own garden 
and set the example of a successful So- 
cialist State." 

— Wireless dispatch from 
Moscow to the New York 
Times (10-2-1932) by Wal- 
ter Duranty. 



AS IT ONCE WAS 

"Before the review commenced, a group 
of speaker's from the Communist Interna- 
tional ascended the tribune to greet 
them in the name of their own proletar- 
iat. The Itussinn leaders, who have 
never for a moment forgotten the Inter- 
national character of the struggle they 
are conducting, invariably include the 
representatives of the lighting proletariat 
of other lauds in every celebration of the 
Red Republic, The broader issues of the 
contest now being waged on Russian soil, 
are constantly held before the people: 
the lied Army, on its fourth anniversary, 
must not forget that it is serving first and 
foremost as the vanguard of the world 
proletariat in its advancing march to- 
wards freedom; while the members of 
the Communist International know that 
on hailing the triumphant forces of Rus- 
sia, they can rejoice at the closer ap- 
proach of the world revolution. 

" . . . The reviewers stood on one 
side of the square, Trotsky in their midst 
. . . It was a magnificent spectacle, de- 
dicated to the cause of world revolution." 

— Report from Moscow on the 

Red Army Anniversary to the 

Communist Review (June 1922) 

by E. Roy. 



Howthe Stalinists Ran the I. L D. Convention 



(Continued from page 1) 
Had we been given the opportunity to 
avail cursives of our constitutional right 
of pre-con vent ion discussion, there is no 
doubt that the entire picture would, be 
changed. Eor the most important task 
is not to dismiss the whole matter of 
the very existence of the organization 
simply by laying it to the passivity of 
tile membership, but rather for all of 
us to determine the cause of this pus- 
si viity of the nn'm heirship 1 , passivity 
and to remedy it. Are our lead- 
ers certain that Ihe past policies of 
the I. L. I>. have been correct, beyond 
criticism? Is there no possibility that 
there is something that the members are 
not fully in agreement with? To assume 
that the rank and file who not only 
fol'ow but also think, after a thorough 
discussion, would have nothing to say 
in opposition to the role played by the 

profits ranging from 38 to 120'/ t . While 
the Nnrikin, the newly rich, lived riot- 
ously, the workers and peasants felt the 
pangs of hunger gnawing ever more 
fiercely. A period of growing strikes 
and tenant outbursts culminated finally 
in the nation-wide rice riots of 1918. 

The post-war period brought an even 
more severe crisis in Japan than in the 
other capitalist countries. Once nlore 
Japan's imports exceeded her exports so 
that the first live post-war years showed 
a greater deficit than the enormous sur- 
plus of the four War years. Unemploy- 
ment became general and took on unpre- 
cedented proportions for the first time 
in Japan's history. The mushroom com- 
panies of the war period, the overex- 
panded industries, experienced wide- 
spread failures. In 1A23 the Great 
Earthquake added its ghastly burden to 
the suffering of the masses. On the 
land the War accelerated the process of 
concentration of ownership. The number 
of peasants owing their own land had 
fallen by 38,000 during the six years be- 
fore the War but in the five years fol- 
lowing the War this class decreased by 
450,000. 



I. L. O. in the Morgen stern -Good man 
case and in the case of the New York 
Marine Workers, Is to underestimate the 
class conscious and thinking ability of 
the workers. A serious consideration of 
these points would lead us to some con- 
clusions. 

Conclusions to Draw 

1. The I. Ij. D. must become the 
true mass organr/jilion for the defense, 
the organization and training for self- 
defense of the working class. 

2. The I. Ij. 1). must truly defend 
all workers regardless of political views 
and affiliations. The position taken by 
the I. L. I), officials in the Morgenstern- 
Goodman case and towards the marine 
workers, left a stain on the forehead 
of our organization which can be era- 
dicated only iiy proof tiiat such basic 
errors will not be repeated in the fu- 
ture. Only in this way will the I. L. D. 
prove itself the ''shield of the working 
class"'. 

3. The T. L. I), must go deeper into 
the masses. It has suffered more than 
it can stand through its sectarian and 
isolationist policy. 

4. Our united front, conferences in 
the future must be a complete turn from 
the past. A united front from below is 
meaningless since the bulk of the work- 
ers are still under the influence of and 
follpw the reactionary and reformist 
leaders. 

r> Educational work and discussion 
within the organization to raise the level 
of understanding of the rank and die, to 
avoid turning the I. L. D. Into a col- 
lection agency and every member a col- 
lector. It would be absurd to say that 
the I. L. I), can exist without funds. No 
one makes such an assertion. However 1 , 
the raising of funds and other questions 
like it will be more successful when they 
are bound up with and a result of a 
thorough understanding of the class 
struggle by our membership, and by 
pursuing a policy which will extend the 
influence and following of the I. L. D. 
Only then will the worker become a 
valuable element in the I. L. D. and in 
the revolutionary movement as a Whole. 
— CHARLOTTE SCHECHET. 
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What They Say in Prague About 

the United Front 

From the Series of Articles in the Forthcoming Book 'The Only Road' : -: by Leon Trotsky 



(Continued from last issue) 
The united front on the international scale, as we 
have said above, contains the greatest difficulties and 
dangers, for there the formulation of- the practical 
tasks and the organization of mass control is harder. 
That is how matters stand above all in the question 
of the struggle against war. The prospects of joint 
actions are far slighter here, the possibilities of sub- 
terfuge and deception by the reformists and pacifists 
are far greater, liy this, of course, we do not con- 
tend that the united front in this fieldi is out of the 
question. On the contrary, we demanded that the 
Comintern should turn directly and immediately to the 
Second and the Amsterdam Internationals with the 
proposal for a joint anti-war congress. It would 
then have been the task of the Comintern to work out 
the most concrete possible obligations, applicable to 
the various countries and differing circumstances. 
Were the social democracy compelled to agree to such 
a congress, the problem of war, providing there were 
a correct policy on our side, couid be driven into its 
ranks like a sharp wedge. 

The first premise for this: utmost clarity, political 
as well as organiationai. There is involved an agree- 
ment of proletarian, million- mem be red organizations, 
which are today still divided by deep antagonisms in 
principle. .\o ambiguous intermediaries, no diplomatic 
masquer ad ings and hollow pacifist formula; ! 

The Comintern, however, found it proper this time 
also to act counter to the A B C of Marxism: while 
it refused to enter into open negotiations with the re- 
formist Internationals, it opened up negotiations be- 
hind the scenes with Friedrich Adler through the 
medium. . .of the pacifist literary gentleman and first 
class muddlehead, Henri Barbusse. As a result of 
this policy, Barbusse gathered together in Amsterdam 
half-masked Communist or "related", "sympathizing" 
organizations and groups, together with the pacifist 
free lancers of alt countries. The most honest and 
sincere among the latter- — and they are the minority — 
can each say for himself; "I and my confusion." Who 
needed this masquerade, this bazaar of intellectual- 
istic conceit, this Miinaenbergerie, which converges 
into downright political charlatanry?* 

But let us return to Prague. Five months after 
the appearance of the article discussed above, the 
same journal printed the article of one of the party 
leaders, Kl. Gottwald, which bears the character of an 
appeal to the Czechoslovakian workers of the different 
tendencies to make fighting agreements. The Fascist 
danger menaces all of Central Europe: the onslaught of 
the reaction can be beaten off only by the unity of the 
proletariat; no time should be lost, it is already "five 
minutes to twelve". The appeal is very passionately 
written. In vain, however, does Gottwald swear, fol- 
lowing Seydewitz and Thalmann, that he is not pursu- 
ing the interests of the party but the interests of the 
class: such a contrast is absolutely improper in the 
mouth of a Marxist. Gottwald stigmatizes the sabotage 
of the social democratic leaders. It is needless to say 
that the truth here is entirely on his side. Unfortun- 
ately, the author says nothing direct about the policy 
of the Central Committee of the German Communist 
Party: evidently he is not resolved upon defending it, 
but docs not yet dare to criticize it. Gottwald him- 
self, nevertheless, goes into the grievous question, not 
resolutely, it is true, but still fairly correctly. After 
he has called upon the workers of the various tendencies 
to come to an agreement in the factories, Gottwald 
writes : "Many of you may perhaps say : Unite there 
'at the top', we 'below* will get together pretty easily." 
We believe, continues the author, "that the most im- 
portant thing is for the workers to agree 'below'. And 
as for the leaders : we have already said that we com- 
bine even with the devil if only it is directed against 
the rulers and in the interests of the workers. And we 
say to you openly: if your leaders give up their alli- 
ance with the bourgeoisie for even a single instant, 
proceed in reality against the rulers even in one ques- 
tion — we will greet it and support them in it." 

Almost everything necessary is said here, and almost 
the way it should be said. Gottwald did not even for- 
get to mention the devil, whose name the editorial board 
of Hude Peavo printed five months before in pious in- 
dignation. Gottwald did indeed omit the devil's grand- 
mother. But God be with her: for the sake of the 
united front we are ready to sacrifice her. Perhaps 
Gottwald would be prepared, for his part to console 
the offended old dame by turning over to her disposal 
the article from Rude Pravo of B'ebruary 27, together 
with the inkwell— "worker correspondent". 

Gottwald's political considerations, let us hope, are 
applicable not only to Czechoslovakia but also to Ger- 
many. And that's just how it should have been said. 
On the other hand, neither in Berlin uor in Prague can 
the party leadership confine itself to the bald declara- 

•The fact that the Brandlerites (see their Stuttgart Tri- 
bune of August 27, carefully separated itself from us in this 
question too, and supported the masquerade of Stalin, Man- 
uilsky, Losovsky, Muenzeuberg, surprises us least of all. After 
supplying Hie model of their united front policy in Saxony 
in 1923, Brandlcr-Thalheimer thereupon supported the Stalin- 
ist policy towards the Kuo Min Tang nnd the Anglo-Russian 
Committee. How can they deprive themselves of the oppor- 
tunity to enlist under Barbussc's banner? If. they didnt 
their political physiognomy would not be rounded out. 



Browder on the Chinese Revolution 



tion of its readiness for a united front with the social 
democracy, but must demonstrate this readiness in 
deeds, enterprisingly, in a Bolshevik manner, by means 
of quite definite practical proposals and actions. That 
is just what we demand. 

Gottwald's article, thanks to the fact that it rings' to defend himself in 
with a realistic and not an ultimatist tone, instantly! Stalinism m general in 
found an echo among the social democratic workers: 
On July til there appeared in Rude Pravo a letter, 
among others, from an unemployed printer who had 
recently returned from a visit to Germany. The let- 
ter bears the imprint of a worker-democrat who is un- 
doubtedly afflicted with the prejudices of reformism. 
All the more important is it to pay attention to how 
the policy of the German Communist Party reflects it- 
self in bis consciousness. "When in the spring of last 
vear," thus writes the printer, "comrade Breitscheid 
directed to the Communist party the appeal to begin 
joint actions with the social democracy, he evoked in 
the Rote Fahne a veritable storm of indignation. So 
the social democratic workers said to themselves : 'Now 
we know how serious are the intentions of the Com- 
munists on the united front'." 

Here you have the genuine voioe of a worker. Such 

a voice contributes more to the solution of the ques- 
tion than dozens of articles by unprincipled pen- 
pushers. As a matter of fact, Breitscheid didn't pro-' 
pose any united front. He only frightened the bour- 
geoisie with the possibility of joint actions with the 
Communists. .. .Had the Central Committee of ihe 
Communist party promptly put the question right on 
the edge of the knife, the social democratic party lead- 
ership would have been pushed into a difficult position. 
But the Central Committee of the Communist party 
hastened, as always, to put itself into a difficult posi- 
tion. 

In the brochure What Newt?, I happened to write 
on Breitscheid's speech: "Isn't it self-evident that 
Ureitscheid's diplomatic and equivocal offer should 
have been grabbed with both hands; and that from 
one's own side, one should have submitted a concrete, 
carefully detailed and practical program for a joint 
struggle against Fascism; and have demanded joint 
sessions of the executives of both parties, with ihe 
participation of the executives of the independent 
trade unions? Simultaneously, one should have carried 
energetically this same program down through all the 
layers of both parties and of the masses." (Page 56.) 

By spurning the trial balloon of the reformist lead- 
ers, the Central Committee of the Communist party 
transformed in the minds of the workers the ambigu- 
ous assertion of Breitscheid into a direct united front 
proposal and prompted the Social democratic work- 
ers to the conclusion: "Our people want joint actions 
but the Communists are sabotaging." Can you im- 
agine a more inappropriate and stupider policy? Could 
Breitscheid's manneuver be better supported? The 
letter from the Prague printer demonstrates with re- 
markable plainness that, with Thalmann's aid, Breit- 
scheid completely attained his goal. 

Runs Pravo- endeavors to perceive contradiction 
and confusion in the fact that in one case we reject 
an agreement, but in another, we acknowledge it and 
deem it necssary to determine anew each time the 
scope, the slogans and the methods of the agreement. 
Rude Pravo does not understand that in politics, as 
in all other serious fields, one must know well: what, 
when, where and how. Also it cannot hurt to under- 
stand: why. 

In our Criticism of the Program of the Comintern 
four years ago, we set down a few elementary rules 
for the united front policy. We consider it worth 
while to recall them here: 

"The possibility of betrayal is always imbedded in 
reformism. 'That does not mean, of course, that re- 
formism and betrayal arc one and the same thing at 
every moment. Temporary agreements may be made 
with the reformists, if they take a step forward. But 
to maintain a bloc with them when they commit treason 
shortly before the development of a movement, sig- 
nifies a criminal carelessness towards the. traitors and 
a veiling of betrayal." {The Strategy of the World 
Revolution, page 51.) 

"The most important, best established and most un- 
alterable rule of every manceuver says: One's own 
party organization should never be diluted, united or 
combined with another; no matter how 'friendly' the 
latter may still be today. Such a step should never 
be undertaken which leads, directly or indirectly, 
openly or maskedly, to the subordination the party to 
other parties or to organizations of other classes and 
therewith limits the freedom of one's own agitation, or 
a step through which one is made responsible, even if 
only in part, for the political line of other parties. 
You shall not mix up the banners, not to speak of 
kneeling before another banner." (Ibid, pp. 60-61.) 

Today, after the experience with the Barbusse Con- 
gress, we would add still another rule: 

"Agreements should be reached only openly, before 
the eyes of the masses, from party to party, from or- 
ganiation to organization. You shall not avail your- 
self of equivocal middlemen. You shall not palm off 
diplomatic affairs with bourgeois pacifists as a prole- 
tarian united front." 



FRiNKii'o, September 2, 1932. 



L. TROTSKY. 



Ofl^Umr Y-,,-- C-. »,*--„» 'the Anti-War Congress, the activities of 
ctober 7oung Spartacus (ht , Spartaci]fi Yonth Cluta . The ape- 



Now OUT 



The October issue of the Young Spar. 
taeus has been off the press for several 
weeks. It contains articles on the presi- 
dential elections, the German situation, 
Illinois miners* convention, Youth and 



chit educational features consist of an 
article on John Heed and a review of 
the History o£ the First International by 
O. Steklov. 

Comrades should hasten the distribu- 
tion of the issue. The November number 
which will be devoted primarily to the 



comemmoration of the anniversary of the 
Russian Revolution is planned for the 
first week of November- This issue will 
he an eight pager— the regular sine of 
subsequent numbers of the Young Spar- 
ta* us. 

Readers of The Militant should sub- 
scribe to the Young Spartacus (fifty 
cents a year). 



Now that the Dally Worker has "cor- 
rected its mistake" in appealing to the 
workers to protest against tjhe arrest 
and possible exectftion of comrade Chen 
Du-Hsia in Shanghai, the leader of the 
party, Earl Browder, endeavors in the 
issue of October 21 to explain tfi his 
readers tiiat comrade Chen betrayed the 
Chinese revolution nnd that the arrest 
of this "Trotsky 1st is no concern of 
the working class. At the same time, 
Browder, smarting under the Opposition's 
criticisms of his leadership of the party 
and our exposure of his role in China 
during the 1!I27 events, takes occasion 
particular and 
the question of 
the great tragedy of the Chinese revolu- 
tion of W£i-1S2T. 

"During it part of the crucial period 
of 1S>27," writes Browder, "the writer 
of this article was in Hankow— when 
the decisive issues of armament or dis- 
armament of the workers and peasants 
first became a sharp issue within the 
Communist party. In view of the fact 
that the TroUskyites in America have 
systematically spread slanders about my- 
self in relation to that period, attempt- 
ing with all their power to create the 
legend that the Chinese party and the 
Communist International, including 'the 
American Stalinist, Browder', failed to 
carry on a resolute struggle against 
Chiang Kai-Shek, it may not be out of 
place to take this occasion to call at- 
tention to the records." 

And what are the ''records'' which dis- 
prove the "legend" that the Communist 
International (i. e., the Browders of all 
shapes and magnitudes) failed to carry 
on a resolute struggle ngainst Chiang 
Kai-Shek? We read on: 

BROWDER'S RECORDS 

"These show that in April, in the 
period when Chen Tuh-sia was actively 
and bitterly fighting for the disarmament 
of the workers and peasants, I wrote a 
statement for the All-China Federation 
of Labor energetically calling for the 
further armament of the workers and 
peasants and the development of seizure 
of tho land. This statement was print- 
ed ill English in the magazine 'Chinese 
Correspondenco'jpublishcri at that time in 
Hankow."- 

First, what Browder wrote in his 
statement at that time, we do not know. 
It would be interesting to read it, of 
that we have no doubt. lint it ie not 
needed for an estimation of Browder's 
position in China during that period, for 
we have at our disposal fairly adequate 
material on that score. More important 
than that, is the even more damning 
record of the whole ofiieial policy of the 
Stalin-Bucharin f fiction in the Chinese 
revolution, which Browder's latest in- 
discretion in even speaking of himself I 
in this connection permits us to review 
once mora. J 

Second, as to comrade Chen Ihi-Ilsiu, 
the principal founder of the Chinese 
Communist movement and one of the 
leaders of the Chinese Left Opposition, 
there is this to be said : With a spirit of 
revolutionary responsibility and candor 
of which Browder is totally incapable, 
comrade Chen some three years ago, is- 
sued an open letter to the Chinese Com- 
munists in which he took his full share 
of the responsibility for Ihe catastro- 
phic course followed by the Comintern 
in China. What puts him forever be- 
yond the pale of forgiveness of the Stal- 
inists in -the fact that ho revealed with 
indisputable facta that Ihe source of the 
great defeat was to he found in the 
policy imposed upon the Chinese Com- 
munists by Stalin and Co., that his own 
mistake consisted in following it out to 
the letter. The structures now directed 
at him by the apparatus scribblers are 
simply part of the notorious Stalinist 
system of manufacturing scapegoats. 

And now, back fo Browder and his 
"resolute struggle" of the Comintern. 
For the moment, we shall quote from a 
responsible eource, the Daily Worker of 
the time, which merely echoed faithful- 
ly the official policy of the internation.il 
leadership (all emphasis is ours). 

DAILY WORKER AND 
CHIANG KAI-SHEK 

On April 4, 1027, with the whole bour- 
geois press talking about Chiang's pre- 
parations for counter-revolution, the 
Daily Worker lulled its readers to sleep, j 
put them off their guard, and assured ail ] 
aad sundry that there was no danger 
from Chiang Kai-Shek or of a crisis 
breaking out in the Kuo Min Tang. In 
its front page dispatch from Hankow, 
it announced : "Now that the crisis Is 
past the Nationalist revolutionary move- 
ment is in a position to move on un- 
hampered by the slightest suspicion of 
inner conflict." 

And in its penetrating editorial com- 
ment in the same issue : "There is going 
to he no split in the Kuo Min Tang, 
Chiang Kai-Shek remains in command 
of the drive on Peking, he accepts the 
authority of the Political Committee of 
the party, and the cleavage between the 
Left and Right wings of the party upon 
which the imperialists have been building 
great hopes will not materialize at pre- 
sent. The Chinese liberation movement 
is a unit against imperialism." 

Isn't it clear how "resolute" was 
Stalin's struggle against Chiang Kai- 
Shek? For, we reiK'at, the Daily Worker 
merely echoed the rest of the official 
press. When Chiang "pledged" himself 
to be "loyal", in order to gain time for 
his coup d'Etat, Pravda hailed him in 
these terms : 

"Chiang Kai-Shek's declarations re- 
lative to his faithfulness toward the rev- 
olution, toward Sua-Yat-Seulsm and 
loyalty to the Kuo Min Tang, are dis- 
tinguished from Iiis former statements 
and testify to the pressure of the revolu- 
tionary rank and file." (March 16, 
1927.) 

No more than eleven days after our 



The Arrest of ChenDu-Hsiuand 
trie Apologist of Stalin 



first quotation which guarantees not 
''the slightest suspicion of inner con- 
flict", the Daily Worker announced on 
page two, April lu, 1927, under a Mos- 
cow date line that "grave fears are felt 
here that General Chiang Kai-Shek, the 
Chinese Nationalist Commander, may 
turn counter-revolutionary and join forces 
with Chang Tso Lin and the Northern- 
ers."', while on page one, the editors 
who, as we see, foresaw and warned and 
fought resolutely, printed a belated 
Shanghai report that "(iencral Chiang 
Kai-Shek has gone over to the side of 
Ihe imjxn'inlist. powers conspiring to 
crush the revolutionary Nationalist 
movement." 

"WE" AND FENG YU-HSIANG 

Chiang's "defection" was promptly ex- 
plained away as a mere episode: "We" 

still had Hankow and Feng Yu- 

Hsiang. IJucharin, Browder's boss of 
yesterday, declared aeeoridng to a Mos- 
cow dispatch in the Daily Worker of 
April 21, 11127 : "We must remember that 
we (Ahem! !1 have the army of Feng 
Yu-Hsiang, which, as yet, has not been 
brought into the fight. It is necessary 
to avoid forms and organizations that 
wiii give the imperialists cause to yell 
about 'the Sovictizai ion of China' (read: 
that will mobilize the workers and peas- 



PROTEKTt 

The leading militants of the Chinese 
Left Opposition have been arrested 
In Shanghai, with comrade Chen Dn. 
Hsiii, former secretary of tlie party, 
at their dead. The sanguinary record 
of Chiang Kai-Shek leaves no doubt 
as to Ms intentions. The lives of 
our seven comrades are in real dan- 
ger. The party leaders are display- 
ing a cynical indifference to the case. 
Tlie I. I- D. leaders are doing like- 
wise. The principle of international 
proletarian solidarity demands tiiat 
we raise our voices in unmistakable 
protest against the Imprisonment of 
those comrades. Militants, party 
members! Demand a change of front 
from tfoe party and the I. L. D.! De- 
mand a campaign for the release of 
the seven Bolshevik fighters of Slian. 
ghat! 



ants for a real struggle against the 
traitors and vaeillators! — M. S.). The 
Communists must not leave the Kuo Min 
Tang, but must push out the Right wing 
elements instead. Workers must enter 
the K. M. T. and bore from within, 
nevtfr forgetting for a moment that Han- 
kow Is a Left government and a consi- 
derable part of the national army favors 
it and that. Hankow will become more and 
more tho center for tlie workers and the 
masses." 

Thus Browder's boss of yesterday con- 
cerning the Wuhan government and 
Feng, the successors to Chiang Kai-Shek 
in the bureaucrats' list of white hopes! 
And here is what was said by Brow- 
der's boss of today, Stalin, the renowned 
"best disciple of Lenin": "The revolu- 
tionary Kuo Min Tang in Wuhan will be 
transformed into an organ of the rev- 
olutionary-democratic dictatorship of the 
proletariat and peasantry by a decisive 
struggle against imperialism." (Daily 
Worker, May 13, 1927.) 

Following this guidance with exem- 
plary fidelity, the Daily Worker editorial 
of May 1», lt>27 told its readers that 
"the Hankow government, the 4 genuine 
expression of the Chinese liberation move- 
ment, is growing stronger each day". 

BROWDER'S GREETINGS 
IN HANKOW 

And Browder? Did he, on the spit, 
"knowing" the situation — did he perhaps 
express some skepticism about Hankow, 
about Wang Chin Wei and Co., did he 
give some warning to the Chinese mass- 
es? Here, if you please, is the record, 
taken from Browder's pamphlet of 1927, 
"Civil War in Nationalist China", on 
page 32, which quotes an authentic re- 
port of his speech in Hankow on April 
2: "Earl Browder, delegate from Amer- 
ica, spoke next greeting the gath- 
ering as the highest organ of the Chinese 
revolution". What gathering? The En- 
larged Political Council of the Kuo Min 
'Pang Central Executive Committee — the, 
at that time, still combined treacherous 
cliques of Wang Chin Wei and Chiang 
Kai-Shek ! 

I.ct us; resume the thread: On July 7. 
1!)27. a week after Feng Yu-Hsiang's open 
treachery, the Daily Worker editorial 
blandly observed that '"the defection of 
Feng Yu-Hsiang (was) an eventuality 
easily to have been perceived". Let us 
see how easily our Stalinists "perceived" 
it. While Feng was already negotiating 
the t ennui of the betrayal with Chiang 
Kai-Shek, the D. W. editors again 
"fought resolutely" by reassuring their 
readers that "it is unlikely that after 
having been sent to conclude a military 
alliance with Chiang Kai-Shek against 
the northern militarists, under the in- 
structions of the K. M. T. Central Com- 
mittee; that Feng has done anything else 
than carry out his instructions". This 
was in the issue of June 29, 1927, TWO 
DAYS LATKR, the Daily Worker, which 
perceived, which warned, which fought 
resolutely, announced in a Moscow dis- 
patch: '-Branding Feng's alliance with 
Chiang Kai-Shek as a betrayal of the 
Chinese revolution, N. Bncharin in an 
article in Pravda points out....Fong Yu- 
Hsiang has passed into the camp of the 
enemies of the people's revolution" (July 
1, 13271. Thie is the same Bucharin 
who smugly boasted a few weeks before 
that "we must remember that we have 
the army of Feng Yu-Hsiang"! 



THE STALINIST DEFENSE 
OF WUHAN 

But _WuhHn ! Oh, yes, there was Still 
something for the sinking Stalinists to 
grab hold of! "Wuhan has not yet 
fallen", "in spite of the predictions of 

the imperialists the present crisis of 

the liberation movement is not decisive." 

The rest can really be guessed.* A 
brief eleven days later, the Daily Worker 
of July 10, 1927 bore a headline: "De- 
nounce Wuhan Government As Workers' 
Enemy. Third International Demands 
Action." But action is difficult to get 
from workers and peasants bleeding to 
deatli under the ax of every uourgeUs 
nationalist scoundrel in whom Ihe Comin- 
tern leaders taught the Chinese ma.ssos to 
put their trust. 

This horrible record could be prolonged 
indefinitely. But enough has been print- 
ed to show what the ''resolute struggle" 
looked like in reality, and precisely who 
it is thai, trusting to the short memor- 
ies of his readers, is creating legends 
about tlie Chinese revolution. 

A final word. Browder pretends to 
an honest indignation which the cal- 
loused bureaucrat is really incapable of 
experiencing. Let us therefore reprint 
the glowing letter of introduction signed 
on June 3. 1927 in Hankow by Bang 
Chek-min, head of the Oversea Depart- 
ment of the C. E. C. of the Hankow Kuo 
Min Tang, and addressed to the "Dear 
Comrades'' of the reactionary Kuo Min 
Tang gang in Oakland, Calif.: 

''I have the honor to introduce to you 
Mr. Browder, the American delegation 
of Pan- Pacific Labor Conference. He 
now returns to America from China 
where lie has given a great deal of help. 
to tlie Kuo Min Tang and the Nationalist 
Government, i nope jon and. all of the 
branches welcome him and introduce him 
to the branches of Kno ilin Tang in 
America." 

IJKOWDEK EARNS HIS PRAISE 

We do not know the exact nature of the 
"great deal of help" which the Chinese 
bourgeoisie appreciated so warmly in 
Hankow. lint we have not the slightest 
doubt that Browder richly earned the 
hearty introduction and appreciation of 
Messrs. Wang Chin Wei and Co. In 
any case, such a letter, if it was written 
because of what Browder calls his "'re- 
solute struggle", was obtained from the 
Hankow bourgeoisie under false pret- 
ences. 

Browder now loftily informs his read- 
ers that our comrade Chen Dn-IIsiu's 
arrest is nothing for workers to worry 
over, that "he is much closer to the 
group 6f Wang Chin Wei, with which he 
lias worked for many years." The man 
who slanders the Chinese revolutionist 
and winks to the Chinese counter-revolu- 
tion that the Stalinists will not interfere 
with the execution of the prisoner, has 
hidden in his trunk the letter of Wang 
Chin Wei and Co., which forever .stigma- 
fixes the role Browder played in China 
in his time. If his latest intervention 
in the Chinese situation is less pernici- 
ous in its effects, it is no less reaction- 
ary and base. Every man to his i>art. 

As for us, we shall fight to prevent the 
assassination of comrade Chen and the 
other Oppositionists, for it. is a tk'ht for 
the victory of what the Stalinists did 
their utmost to destroy in its infancy, 
the victory of Chinese Bolshevism. 

—MAX SII.YCHTMA.V. 



MEETINGS 



IMiil«tfll«-lpbi* 

Comrade B. Morgenstern will speak at 
403") Girard Avenue, Philadelphia, on. 
Saturday, October 2t), S P. M., on the 
subject of "Why All Young Workers 
Should Yote Communist". The meeting 
is under Ihe auspices of the Philly 
branch of the Communist League of Am- 
erica aiid is one of a series which is 
to he held. Admission to this meeting 
is ten cents and all workers, particu- 
larly the young, are cordially invited. 

The next evening, on October 30, com- 
rade Morgenstern will speak at the Lib- 
eral Forum, i)ll W. Oirurd Avenue, on 
'■The Significance of the Itecent Expul- 
sions in the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union". This timely subject 
should arouse considerable interest and 
bring many workers to attend. Admis- 
sion is free and questions will be ar- 
ranged for at the end of the lecture. 

On November J2, Max Shachtman, 
editor of the Militant, will speak in 
Philadelphia on the outcome of the Ger- 
man elections. Watch for future an- 
nouncement. 

Minnea polls 

The Minneapolis branch of the Com- 
munist League is inviting all workers to 
take part in the regular open forum 
meetings to be conducted throughout the 
winter months at. 1030 E. Franklin Ave., 
3 P. SI. every Sunday afternoon. The 
following subjects are scheduled: 

October 30: '"The Community Fund 
Drive", with Sara Avrin speaking. 

November' ti: ''City Relief, Political 
Parties and the Tax Amendment" with 
Clem Forsen as speaker. 
November 13: "The Move for New Wage 
Cuts in the Ilailroad Industry" with C. 
It. lied In ud speaking. 

Other meetings will bo announced re- 
gularly. 

Admission is free and all are urged 
to attend. 
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LEON TROTSKY 



September Plenum of C. I. 



Some Fleeting Marginal Observations on the 12th PI 




enum; 



1. — The report on revolutionary strat- 
egy was read by Kuusinen. His role in 
the Finnish revolution of 1918 shows he 
ia just the right man to be the strategist 
of the International proletariat. 

2. — The principle theses declare again, 
"The relative stabilization of capitalism 
has come to an end." In 1932? But didn't 
the Sixth World Congress already speak 
of the end of the stabilization? The Tenth 
Plenum of the. E. C of the C . I . pro- 
clamed the 'third period,' that ia to say, 
the period which leads directly to the 
proletarian insurrection. Now we are 
told — without any comment — that the 
stabilization of capitalism has again come 
loan end. That makes how many times? 

3. — As to China, it says, "The soviet 
revolution has triumphed over a largo 
part of its territory." A revolution .can 
be bourgeois or proletarian. Which of 
the two I are we to understand in the 
present instance? Why does the C. 1. 
cover the class content of the revolution 
with its aoviet form? 

4.— '"The new world imperialist war 
has become an immediate danger." The 
Sixth World Congress already had de- 
clared the danger of war to be immediate. 
For over four years'the E. C. of the C. I. 
has been repeating the same formula Jn 
any case, it is closer to a reality now than 
in 1928. But exactly what does the word 
"immediate" mean in the language of the 
C. I. ? 

5. — The Communist Parties are under 
the obligation I "of opposing real strug- 
gles against the war preparations to the 
abstract and hypocritically pacifist dec- 
larations of the social- democracy." That 
is right. But in that case how about the 
no less abstract and no less hypocritical 
declarations of the Congress of Amster- 
dam? It is remarkable: not a word on 
the Amsterdam masquerade in the reso- 
lution. Are they already ashamed of 
their own child? 

6. — The theses give learned definitions 
of the different forms of fascism. They 
say. The social -fascists prefer the mo- 
derate and "legal" application of bourg- 
eois violence...; they defend its democra- 
tic facade and try to keep as much as 
possible of its parliamentary forms." 
Now we understand. A square is & 
triangle whose four sides 'Intersect at 
right angles. 

7. — As to France, they say that while 
the C. P. and the revolutionary trade 
unions have been iweakened, to make up 
for it a strong revolutionary movement 
against war has been developed. But a 
movement against war, when the prole- 
tarian vanguard has been weakened, ne- 
cessarily .beeomes a petty -bourgeois mo- 
vement and becomes transformed to the 
benefit of reformist pacifism. 

8.— The German C. P. is advised to 
strengthen its struggle "against natio- 
nalism and chauvinism for proletarian 
internationalism." That is right. But 
how about the program of "national li- 
beration"? 

9. — The duty is placed before the Po- 
lish C. P. of destroying the influence of 
the Socialist Party on the masses," and 
of "overcoming its weaknesses in the 
big works, among the railroad men, in 
the army." No advice could be simpler: 
destroy the enemy and become all-pow- 
erful Kuusinen forgets only to show how 
to do it. 

10. — For Spain, the advice is to strive 
towavd "the dictatorship of the proleta- 
riat and the peasantry under the form of 
Soviets." How this regime is different 
from the dictatorship of the proletariat 
is not explained,\as usual. 

11.— For England, as incidentally for 
all the other countries, the advice is to 
realize the united front from below. In 
other words, the Plenum of the E. C. o£ 
the C. I. has again approved the renunc- 
iation of the policy of the united front. 

12. — For Manchuria, it is proposed to 
create, on the basis of the guerrilla war, 
"an elected popular government " A 
democratic slogan? Why is it given so 
vaguely? Why only for Manchuria? Why 
is it not applicable to all' China? 

13. — The Indian C. P. is assigned the 
task of "liberating the masses from the 
influence of the National Congress." But 
at the same time, the E. C. of the C. I. 
fraternizes with Patel through the Amst- 
erdam Congress and artificially increases 
the'autbority of the National Congress. 

14. — In the organizational field, the 
Plenum advises "the resolute liquidation 
of the excessive centralism, the system 
of pure and simple command," etc. This 
advice does not sound bad from the 
mouth of the E. C. of the C. I., which for 
the fifth year now has failed to call an 
International Congress and commands by 
usurping the name of the International. 

15.— The E. C. of the C. I. insists (!)! 
that the '"Communist Youth be transform- 
ed into a genuine massi organization." 
Magnificent advice. But why do the 
youth organizations vegetate and decay 
in spite of all the advice of Kuusinen ? 
Just because they have not been freed 
from his advice. 

16. — In conclusion, the theses advise 
"iie and all to struggle for the purity of 



the doctrine on the basis of "Stalin's j 
letter." Poor purity! Poor doctrine! Poor 
C. I. ! | 

17.— Soviets are mentioned in the ' 
theses in passing, in connection with i 
China and Spain. As to the other coun- j 
tries, in spite of the revolutionary per- 
spectives set up in the theses, Soviets in j 
general are not mentioned ; in particular I 
the slogan of Soviets is notiraised before I 
the German proletariat. It is not dif- I 
fieult to find the explanation. In Ger- j 
many, as in the majority of advanced ' 
countries, ireal Soviets can only be creat- 
ed on the basis of a broad and audacious . 
united front policy. Ultimafism and the 
slogan of Soviets cannot be reconciled 
with each other. By renouncing the 
united (front, the Stalinists renounce the 
Soviets. 



L. TROTSKY 



Prinkipo, Oct. 13, 1932. 



lumber 

We have found it impossible to issue the present number of the "Militant" 
as the special Double— Anniversary Issue, commemoratina the 15th Anniver- 
sary of the Russian Bolshevik Revolution and the 4th Anniversary of the 
launching of our Militant. The extraordinary difficulties encountered by us 
in the process of moving and re-arranging our headquarters and printing 
equipment were to great to overcome in time; in addition, the extreme finan- 
cial hardship of the National Office added to tho burdens. However, in order 
not to break the continuity of the paper, we have made desperatae efforts to 
get out the present emergency numbel" with only two pages. 

This does not mean that the special issue we announced last week is not 
to appear. Even though slightly delayed, we intend to make the next number 
of the Militant sufficiently enlarged to carry all the material we announced 
previously, and more. Just as this goes to press we have received a number 
of highly timely articles from comrade Trotsky, including a lengthy study of 
the present position of Soviet economy in the period of the Second Five Year 
Plan, an article on the significance of the expulsion of Zinoviev, Kamenev and 
others, as well as a shorter article on the 15th anniversary of the seizure of 
power in Russia by the workers and peasants. We shall make every efforts to 
include in the next issue the maximum possible amount of this material, 
together with various articles on the significance of four years of struggle of 
the Left Opposition and the Militant in thig country. It goes without saying 
that the usual material on the development of the class struggle in this and 
other lands wilt also be Included. 

But to make sure of the issue, we require the speediest assistance from 
ali our comrades and friends. This means financial aid, sent* quickly, by air 
mail from every part of the country. We need it urgently! Do not delay! 
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March in Lond 



unger marcn in Lonaon 

British Working Masses Make New Turn Towards the Left 



For the first time since the general 
strike of 1926 workers of Great Britain 
have again begun to stir. There is an 
upward surge of masses struggling iii. 
earnest, their demands seriously meant, 
and with all indications at hand that the 
compelling force of economic necessity, 
which has increased in momentum 
through the shifting rule of the Conserv- 
ative government to "Labor" and back 
again to the Conservative, is now pro- 
pelling these masses definitely in a Left- 
ward direction. Unquestionably the 
whole capitalist structure of the British 
kingdom will soon stand before its most 
serious tests, and just as surely it can bd 
affirmed that the objective factors are 
beginning to mature rapidly for a serious 
Communist movement within the isles. 

Dramatic have been the accounts of 
these recent struggles. Following short- 
ly upon the determined fights of 
thousands of unemployed workers in 
Belfast, other thousands from Scotland, 
Wales and other points began converg- 
ing upon London to lend emphasis to 
their demands for redress from the grow- 
ing unemployment misery and more par- 
ticularly for the abolishment of the 
vicious capitalist measure of the "means 
test". The actual rulers of "the City" 
and their lackeys at Downing Street knew 
only one method how to meet this "in- 
vasion", and that they employd. Scotland 
Yard was kept busy enrolling special 
police forces. Thousands were put "on 
duty" and at every attempt of the unem- 
ployed masses to present their petition 
to parliament they were met with savage 
attacks and clubbings. Scores upon 
scores were wounded and other scores 
rushed off to jail with the old and staid 
machinery of justice geared up to a high- 
er speed meeting out heavy prison sen- 
tences. 

But in these fierce battles, which se- 
veral times turned historic Trafalgar 
Square into a bedlam, the unemployed 
workers gave a good account of them 
selves. 

The baton wielders carried off some 
of the cars and received later a generous 
extra vacation for their "heroic" effort 
in rescuing the silkhatted theatre crowds. 
Thus while the workers are learning the 
art of effective resistance above all it 
can be said that the general lessons of 
the London demonstrations will serve as 
additional -experiences gained which will 
count in future developments. 

That these unemployment demonstra- 
tions are not mere isolated affairs be- 
eomes further clear from other develop- 
ments. Last summer saw a powerful 
weavers' strike in Lancashire. Now 200,- 
000 spinners have struck in protest of an 
eight percent wage-cut. The British 
railroad workers have persistently refus- 
ed to accept a wage cut. But there is 
also another aspect of recent events 
which deserves notice. In the municipal 
elections just concluded the votes cast 
clearly show a new swing toward the 
Labor party. Bearing in mind the in- 
creasing reactionary turn of the ruling 
class since the conservatives replaced 
the labor party at the government helm, 
this voting, of course, gives further evid- 
ence to the present working class Left- 
ward direction. 

The objective results of such a swing 
of voting toward the labor party i3 
however, an entirely different matter. 
The Communist party entered a number 
of candidates in these elections, none of 
whom received sufficient votes. In the 
sense of this comparison, which is fun- 
damental for future development, it 
must be akn owl edged that while the 
British workers are being pressed Left- 
ward into opposition to the rule of the 
outright capitalist party, this direction 
still lacks so much in essential clarity 
that it can today be utilized to advantage* 
by the traitors of 1926 and of the period 
of the Labor government. But this also 
compels us to aknowledge the fact that 
the British Communist Party has not yet 
attained to a leading role in the general 
working class movement. 

There fs suffivient evidence to judge 
from a distance that the Communist party 
was a very active and a leading force 



in these unemployment demonstrations. 
It appears that it is making some pro- 
gress toward Leninist taetics. This we 
welcome. But such a gain, and it will 
become an important gain for the party, 
in order to be fully and securely conso- 
lidated, first of all requires a correct 
estimation of the last great struggles of 
the strike of 1926, the policy of the Anglo- 
Russian committee and its contribution 
to the defeat then and the subsequent 
decline of the Communist Party. Given 
such an estimation, some important ob- 
stacles in the road of the Communist 
Party much more effectively asserting its 
leadership in the coming events of the 
class struggle in England, destined to be 
of gigantic propositions, will have been 
removed. 

—A. S. 
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Class Against Class in the 
Presidential Elections 

Communist Vote Will Test the Policy of the Stalinists 



Fight in Illinois Sharpens 

Armed Forces of Operators Mobilzed Against the Miners 



SPRINGFIELD— 

The class struggle in the Illinois coal 
field is as sharp asvthe crack of the rifles 
in the hands of the imported gunmen, the 
state militia or the state police which in 
the last few weeks sent their deadly 
missiles Into the bodies of unarmed 
miners and their women folks. 

Who are the heroes hailed by the ca- 
pitalist press? 

Are they the men and women of the 
mining camps, led by the Progressive 
Miners Union, who face with their bare 
hands the forces of Feabody state gov- 
ernment armed with every device of 
modern warfare, who gave their lives 
that Lewis is be smashed and that the 
labor movement be stronger? 

No, the heroes of the capitalist press 
are the well-armed gunmen hired by the 
coal-operators, the state militia and the 
state police who club and murder at the 
orders of the capitalists of Illinois. 

Brave men these. The capitalist press 
is abie to report that one was hit by a 
stone andione had a finger slashed. 
Out of Society's Gutter 

But ask the striking miners on the 
picket lines and they will tell you that 
these "heroes" have been recruited from 
the underworld, that part of the popula- 
tion composed of gangsters thieves, murd- 
erers, etc.. who are now very active in 
trying to crush the Progressive Miners 
Union and wipe out by open struggle all 
unionism among the miners of Illinois, 
and the state police and the state militia 
fits into this'like a head into a body. 



The yellow uniformed state police arc 
big, portly fellows with muggy faces, 
some of them former union officials, 
shady (characters, sluggers. They know 
the underworld, the gangsters that work 
for Al Capone, etc. The state police was 
created during the post-war open-shop 
drive to fight the unions and now that 
the imlners of Illinois are putting up a 
militant fight for their new union, the 
state police are ably fitted for the Lewis- 
Peabody dirty work. They are the ones 
that led the miners during the West 
Frankfort march into the neat of Lewis' 
gangsters. There the marching miners 
were pounced upon by the Lewis' gangst- 
ers, black-jacked right and left, kicket 
and stabbed, while the yellow uniformed 
state police stood by, ready to use their 
clubs and guns in case the striking mi- 
ners shouldiget the upper hand. 

And this gang is supported by the state 
militia, made up largely of young unem- 
ployed workers who do not realize to 
what use they are actually being put. 
Many of them had not yet time to learn, 
that they really belong on the side of the 
miners, and so, under the mask of 
protecting "law and order" and the 
'"sacredness of private property" they are 
carrying out the filthy work of the coal- 
operators. 

The state police and the state militia 
have a free hand against the striking 
pickets. They see that the pickets carry 
no weapons, while Lewis' strikebreakers 

{Continued on page 2) 



N. y. Greek Workers Organize New Club 



In the Militant ot October 22 we wrote 
about the appeal iof thirty Greek work- 
ers in New York to the Spartacus Club 
for reinstatement. Also that comrade 
Brass was not allowed to protest the 
high handed and shameful method of 
suppressing the correspondence of the 
Club. The Executive Committee ignored 
the appeal and by this action has shown 
that they are determined to continue the 
splitting tactics that were followed in 
the past. Last Wednesday, October 26 
the Temporary 'Unitary Committee of the 
Ciub called the workers that signed the 
appeal to a meeting where a comrade for 
the Committee the results of its efforts 
for unity. A motion was proposed that 
reads as follows: Since the Stalinist 



International Workers School 
Entertainment 



Saturday, Nov. 19 - 8 p. m. 

126 East 16th Street 
Watch for further announcements 



bureaucrats categorigally refuse to ac- 
cept us into the ranks of the Spartacus 
Club we, as revolutionary workers, can't 
any longer stand with our hands folded 
but wish -ardently to participate in the 
actual work of the class struggle. To 
achieve this we propose the foundation 
of an Educational Organization which 
should be called " Protomagia". The mo- 
tion was unanimously carried. The meet- 
ing lasted for five hours and drafted 
its constitution. Every worker partici- 
pated in the discussion and very prud- 
ently on account of their bitter ex- 
perience with Stalinism they were anx- 
ious to see that every point to safeguard 
against bureaucratic abuses, should be 
passed. A motion was carried to issue 
another appeal to the Spartacus memb- 
ers and the Greek workers for the unifica- 
tion of our revolutionary forces. 

A chicken dinner will be served for 
only 40 cents. The Committee is promis- 
ing a variety of entertainment. The date 
is fixed for November 12. next Saturday 
evening, and the place will be tfie Head- 
quarters of the International Workers 
School, 126 E. I6th Street. The pro- 
ceeds will go to the support of the Club 
and our Greek organ Communietes. 



On November 8, millions of .American 
workers will go to the polls to vote for 
the next president of the United States. 
Millions of these workers will cast their 
votes lor the parties of reaction. Millions 
of other workers, the most exploited and 
subjected will not go to the polls. These 
millions who stay away from the polls 
are tho disfranchized American Workers 
in normal periods, the bulk ot the Negro 
masses iof the south are denied this 
bourgeois "liberty" by legal and "illegal" 
means of brutal supression. Millions ot 
foreign-born workers, who have not yet 
obtained their papers, because of the 
special discrimination are prevented 
from voting, yet these millions are num- 
bered among those who do the most 
useful and basic work under the capitalist 
system. 

Workers' Vote Cut Down 

The laws dealing with election right 
are so complicated and exclusive, with 
poll tax in some states and other qualific- 
ations that the unskilled and semi-skilled 
millions of workers are automatically 
eliminated. 

In addition to this, the crisis and 
masi unemployment have broken up the 
homes of additional millions, who will not 
be qualified to vote. The Communist 
Party will also be unable to get on the 
ballot in many important states, includ- 
ing some important industrial states. All 
this this summed up, plus the stealing 
and counting out of Communist votes will 
not enablexus to have an accurate picture 
of the motion and direction of the work- 
ing class unless these factors are taken 
into consideration. 

On the other hand, a more accurate 
trend of the other classes can be regist- 
ered by the November 8 election. The 
bankers are putting their eggs in more 
than one basket. Hoover and Roosevelt 
have the backing of the imperialist who 
want to play safe, knowing a shift to the 
left will be registered in the coming 
election. 

The big capitalists of America have 
their sectional interests within their class 
but this interest is In no way menaced by 
the election of Roosevelt instead of 
Hoover, in case the working class and 
the middle class protest vote is sufficient 
to dislodge the latter. 

Position of Middle Class 

The middle class has shown the great- 
est confusion in the pre-election days. 
I Most of the middle class have shifted 
: their supportifrom Hoover to the "left." 
Many of the middle class are of the 
opinion that Roosevelt is to the Left of 
Hoover and wiil vote according. This also 
applies to a big layer of the working 
class. The Jingo, Hearst, with his middle 
class outfit, are in the Roosevelt band- 
wagon. 

Other layers of the middle class are 
rallying behind the Socialist candidate, 
Norman Thomas, and a layer, led by the 
intellectuals has endorsed Poster and 
Ford, the Communist Candidates. The 
majority of the middle class will divide 
their vote between Roosevelt and Norman 
Thomas. 

The agrarian division of the middle 
class — the reformers par excellence of the 
past — isiup in arms with pitchforks 
against Hoover and the monopolists, with 
their "holiday" movement and farmers' 
strike. The farmer has shifted to the 
Left in the present crisis and the Ro- 
osevelt forces *are counting heavily on 
polling a goodly share of this discontent. 
1 Roosevelt has been busy with the stunt 
' of straddling as many classes as possible. 
i promising everything in words that will 
be so many after-dinner jokes of the 
bankers the day after the election if 
they replace Hoover with Roosevelt as 
their new office! boy. 

As for the workers, everyone knows 
that layers of the class will vote for the 
parties of reform and reaction, and 
mainly the parties of reaction. The im- 
portant question to consider is just to 
what degree these layers have shifted to 
the Left? What has caused them to stop 
on the, way side? What has repelled them 
from a further Leftward shift and how 
can we dislodge this "resting place" 
between reaction and re volution -Reform, 
The important question for us to solve 
is what thelnew relationship of classes 
as reflected by the vote? Just how far 
has the shift to the Left developed? How 
successful have the parties of reform and 
reaction been? -How successfully have 
our policies accelerated this process? Or, 
how negatively have the wrong Stalinist 
policies and program repelled this Left- 
ward shift? AH these questions are 
fundamental ones. Not?a Stalinist "vic- 
tory" of counting the "gains" mechanical- 
ly compared to the last election without 
taking Into consideration the shift in 
class forces and new relationship and 
ideological changes. 

Socialist Advances 

The inability of the Stalinists to un- 
derstand the tactic of the united front 
not only in 'their present activity but in 
all fields of activity has cut from under 
us a broad base of workers who will vote 
the socialist ticket this year instead of 



the Communist ticket. An outstanding 
example of this is the Illinois coal field 
where the party was a power in the past. 
Now the socialist party is running wild 
through here. This is the reaction to 
tho Stalinist policies. 

We at least know one thing, that the 
election will not solve the accumulating 
contradictions piling tip upon 'the ruling 
class and their henchmen. The workers 
must be told to vote Communist. The 
workers must be told that our class so- 
lution is through 'the proletarian revolu- 
tion. — H. O. 



The New March on 
Washington 

The National Committee of the Unem- 
ployed Councils of the United States has 
adopted a plan for a National Hunger 
March on Washington to reach the ca- 
pital on December 4, when Congress 
convenes. The plan call for 3.000 elected 
delegates composed of workers from 
every state in the union. All working 
class organizations are invited to elect 
delegates. 

On the march, demonstrations are 
planned for every city along the route, 
in Washington the Council will hold a 
Workers Congress, draw up demands 
which they will present to Congress. After 
this another Congress wiil be held to 
determlnine the next step. 

The plan is to "win winter relief from 
local and federal government." 

The first march on Washington was 
organized around the campaign for the 
"Unemployed Insurance Bill." The se- 
cond march on Washington does not 
feature Unemployment Insurance. Im- 
mediate Relief is to replace Unemploy- 
ment Insurance as the main central 
slogan. 

This is a change in emphasis which in 
itself can be explained by the pressing 
importance of the need of immediate 
relief. What cannot be justified is a 
shift in emphasis that means the exclu- 
sion of the other immediate demands. 
However, this is what has happened. 
No Automatic Connection 

The resolutions sent out by the Council 
to be endorsed, coordinate the demand 
for immediate relief with the demand for 
unemployment insurance, but the camp- 
aign itself is void of this relationship. 

The fight for immediate demands in the 
form of immediate relief does not lead 
automatically to the fight for social and 
unemployment insurance as some of the 
party functionaries think. 

If the class is put in motion on the 
basis of the struggle for immediate relief 
and when this fight is well under way 
we move to the next "stage" of directing 
the energy of the class toward social and 
unemployment insurance, and so on, 
until we move for power, we will never 
arrive. Instead we wiil be somewhere 
along the wayside in the swamp." This 
is the concept of the social reformer. 

If the Marxist, the Commmunist revo- 
lutionist does not connect these different 
immediate demands properly and at the 
same time connect them with the ultim- 
ate goal the other parties of reaction and 
reform will beat us to our "next step" 
and we will find ourselves "two steps 
back." 

The party has its eye on Washington, 
even more than it has its activity rooted 
in the factories. First we had the march 
on Washington with the Unemployment 
Insurance Bill, then we had the party 
side-tracking everything for the Bonus 
Army in Washington, and now we return 
to Washington for "Winter Relief." If 
such activity is a subordinated auxiliary 
Communist work in the industrial field, 
the trade unions, etc., it could be unders- 
tood, but when this parliamentary activity 
overshadows the more basic work, the 
outcome will be known in advance — no 
matter how excellent the demonstra- 
tions turn out to be. 
their first steps in our direction. 

The party must connect the Hunger 
March on Washington for immediate 
relief with the campaign for social and 
unemployment insurance, for long term 
credits to the Soviet Union, for the Six- 
hour day and the five-day week with no 
reduction in pay. The activity as a. whole 
must rest upon solid class foundations in 
the mines, mills and factories, in the 
unions, the other workers organizations 
and on the basis of the Leninist United 
Front. 

The Commmunist Duty 

We must make the hunger march on 
Washington a success, not a demonstra- 
tion without a base, which will mean 
a shell without content. We must fight 
for the Marxian program in the unem- 
ployment activity as presented In the 
unemployment resolution of the Com- 
munist League of America. We must 
see that the. march becomes the culmina- 
tion, not of demonstrations from city to 
city (a necessary part) but of UNITED 
FRONT UNEMPLOYED COUNCILS 
acti-ity of employed and unemployed 
workers, based upon a Marxian program 
for unemployment. —HUGO OEHLER 



PAGE 2 



THE MILITANT 



SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1932 



Letters from Militants 



The Militant Club 
in Chicago 

CHICAGO.— 

Ib one of the recent issues of the Mili- 
tant a short notice appeared that a new 
organization was founded under the 
name "Friends of the Militant Club". 

The uihqi.j position of the Left Op- 
position in tlie revolutionary movement 
and its righteous cause so eloquently es- 
poused in the columns of Us weekly or- 
gan the Militant, are attracting to it more 
and more sympathizers and friends but 
the host of followers is still very small 
to be an adequate support to such an 
important paper. 

While the official press of the C. P. Is 
always in dire need of financial assist- 
ance, and we have always gladly and 
generously contributed to its existence, 
still it is able to continue to function be- 
cause of the help rendered to it by its 
numerous subsidiary organizations. The 
Militant, on the other hand, is not only 
always in very precarious financial straits 
but without any aid whatsoever except 
the valiant struggle and sacrifices of its 
collaborators and by the aid of its re- 
stricted number of readers. In fact the 
financial cicum stances are so bad that 
we are in continuous fear that the next 
issues will have to be suspended or the 
paper discontinued altogether. 

Considering this sad state of affairs, 
a group of sympathizers and friends 
have been inspired with an idea to found 
an independeul organization which would 
take into its fold men and women radi- 
cally inclined and get them acquainted 
gradually with the principle issues in- 
volved, thus creating a new medium o£ 
support for the Militant. The purpose 
of this organization is therefore twofold: 

<1) Cultural or educational for its 
members and visitors by arranging bi- 
monthly lectures on various topics such 
as of a political, economic, social, liter- 
ary, scientific and. philosophic nature. 
Also to sfimulate collateral reading. The 
lectures and discussions to be conducted 
on a free democratic basis, allowing 
everybody to participate and express his 
or her idea whatever it may be ; 

(2) to render financial and moral sup- 
port to the Militant in following manner: 

(a) by obtaining subscriptions for the 
paper ; 

(b) by selling the paper at all meet- 
ings of the organization and at all other 
occasions ; 

(c) by promoting the sale of various 
radical and other kind of literature; 

(d) by arranging public affairs such 
as lectures, concerts and other forms 
of socials and entertainments. 

Any person regardless of sex, color, 
nationality or race is admissible as a 
member into the organization, provided 
he or she is in accord with the follow- 
ing prerequisites set forth in the pream- 
ble: 

(1) he or she must believe in and 
recognize the class struggle of the work- 
ers of the world ; 

(2) he or she must be in sympathy 
with the U. S. S. R., the first fatherland 
of the working class. 

In its brief existence we were able so 
far to enroll about 25 members, but the 
increasing number of visitors at each 
meeting gives great hopes that more and 
more sympathizers will join us and thus 
succeed to build up a substantial aid 
to the Militant. 

Would not this attempt to come to aid 
tfie-MJIitaiit he an inspiration to the many 
readers and sympathizers in other com- 
munities throughout the country to imit- 
ate us and start building up similar Clubs 
under fhc same name and naturally with 
the same purpose so that this beginning 
may develop into a widely spread na- 
tional organization? Let us try. 

— R. 



Ion at its first national convention, in 
accepting the identical scale of Walker- 
Lewis, are using every method to get the 
Taylorville mines operating under the 
Lewis machine. They fear and know 
that the P. M. of A. is going to be 
rank and file union — a union based on 
the principles of the class struggle. 

The P. M. of A. has met this new 
attempt o£ the bosses to open the mines 
in Christian County with mass picketing 
on an unheard-of scale, in Illinois. Thou- 
sands of miners with their wives and 
children are to be found on the picket 
line every morning at 5 o'clock, hun- 
dreds are arrested every day and con. 
veyed by military guard to the County 
line. 

The women in this strike are display- 
ing marvelous courage and militancy. 
For the first time in the history of the 
coal miners' union their women folk are 
organized in auxiliaries of the P. ftl. of 
A,. In many strike centers they have 
established community kitchens and are 
learning how io run them on the cooper, 
ative principle which will be a feature 
of our future society. 

They face teur gas, bayonets and bul- 
lets with an unconquerable spirit, as too 
well do they know the misery and priva- 
tions they also had to endure under the 
corrnpt, degenerate U. M. W. of A which 
they have decided to rid themselves of. 

It would be incorrect to say that the 
P. M. of A. sold out, as the official party 
has said. They have made an unneces- 
sary retreat, due to pressure from con. 
servative elements in the union and 
principally due to the lack of an organized 
Left wing. (The P M of A is still a 
healthy organization with rank and fil» 
control of leadership — and in all pro- 
bability will carry <]ut the traditions 
which gave it birth. 

A continuation of mass picketing, bet- 
ter organized than formerly, and demon- 
strations at the capital in Springfield 
against the use of the militia, is the 
next step necessary. 

— CARMODY. 



The Murder of Andrew 
Ganis 

SPRINGFIELD.— 

Andrew Ganis is the latest victim of 
the Illinois coai mine class war. Shot 
to death by a National Guardsman after 
being pointed out by a strikebreaker, as 
a militant member of the Progressive 
Miners of America. 

A double tragedy in the same family 
was but slightly averted. Mrs. Ganis 
was on the picket line at Taylorville and 
narrowly escaped death with a score of 
the other picketers, as the truck in which 
the National Guard were conveying them 
to the county line capsized, injuring a 
number of them. 

The funeral oration was delivered by 
Gerry Allard, editor of the Progressive 
Miner at Pawnee, in Sangamon County, 
as the authorities would not allow ser- 
vices to be held in Christian County 
where the murdered miner worked and 
lived- Comrade Allard told the assem- 
bled 15,000 miners that Andrew Ganis 
fell a victim of the class war ; that the 
miners must stand united and retain the 
same miiitancy they have held since the 
fight began, and that shortly we will 
avenge our martyred dead. 

In the funeral procession there were 
5,000 automobiles with four people in 
every car. The body was carried to 
Taylorville and laid to rest with George 
Franklin Bilyue, martyr of the Virden 
riots of 1898. 

Peabody and Lewis are attempting to 
exterminate the militants in the P. M. 
of A. Gunmen ambushed and wounded 
Pat Ansbury as he was returning from 
the funeral of Andrew Ganis, punctur- 
ing the front tires and shattering the 
windshield with gun fire. Ansbury man- 
aged to crawl from the car and escape 
through fields with bullet wounds in the 
neck. 

The coal barons, heartened by the un- 
necessary retreat of the new miners' un. 



sible to rely wholly upon such methods, 
for a start, contracts are made with first 
aid supply firms of doubtful reputation. 
The latter concoct first aid supplies of 
the most inferior and often poisonous in- 
gredients. An excellent illustration has 
been furnished in the recent past. One 
Sunshine, who sold mercuroebrome and 
ioiline to these clinics was arrested for 
selling poisoned antiseptics. Government 
chemists reported that guinea pigs died 
instantly upon injection. The purpose of 
these ''antiseptics" is twofold. They are 
cheaper than the standard, product, and 
chances are greatly in favof of having 
workers who treat themselves come for 
treatment, whether they like it or not, 
since infection usually follows the use of 
such "antiseptics". 

Another 1 aspect of this racket is high- 
ly illuminating and equally interesting. 
The internecine struggle among doctors 
is waged with the factory as the arena. 
A constant source of trouble and worry 
to the bosses, and loss to the doctors, 
impels the latter to resort to more 
strategic tactics. 

Arrangements are made between doc- 
tors and insurance companies, "Supervis- 
ors of Compensation Claims", to lop off a 
sum of money due the doctor for services 
rendered the workers. For such sub- 
stantial considerations, the supervisor 
sends letters to employers insured by his 
company, requesting them- to "consider" 
the doctors mentioned. Angling for busi- 
ness from all sides, especially restaurants, 
is a much cherished practice. Owners 
of restaurants are given food-handlers' 
cards denied by the Board of Health, for 
sending "business" to certain doctors. At 
times the sanitary conditions in some of 
these restaurants place in obscurity the 
Augean stables. 



It is a matter of common knowledge 
that treatment of cuts and bruises Is 
prolonged to an almost unbelievable time. 
Since the doctors are paid a certain sum 
for every treatment, it is to their profit 
to prolong the treatment. If, for' exam- 
ple, a worker cuts his finger, the doctors, 
very often ordinary laymen with white 
apfons, make it their business to stuff 
as much cotton in the wound as possi- 
ble, so that the fibres constantly irritate 
the cut and healing takes three to five 
tidies longer. On top of this, plenty of 
adhesive plaster is used to prevent the 
air from drying or clotting the blood, 
thus preventing the early formation of a 
scab and a quick cure. The longer the 
treatment, the more money in tie doctor's 
pockets and the more inconvenience for 
the workers. Sometimes the doctor is ad- 
monished for "jacking" up the bills. In 
this case the worker who is often entitled 
to compensation money is denied it 
through the efforts of the doctor to save 
tiie insurance company "unnecessary ex- 
penses." 

Aside from the foregoing, the doctors 
also maintain their private practice. To 
supplement their already large earnings, 
these "healers" of mankind do a little 
work "on the side." Gangsters who have 
the poor taste to get in the way of police 
bullets patronize these doctor's who pos- 
sess a faculty to keep silent. Of course 
there are temporary Blump periods. In 
such periods abortions are very profitable. 

Such are the reforms granted the 
worker by a benevolent bourgeoisie. Rac- 
keteer's of the lowest type are only possi- 
ble under capitalism : to seize every re- 
form fought for by the workers and prey 
upon them In a varied form of exploita- 
tion. 

— J. R- 
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Compensation Racket in 
New York 

Under the State Compensation Law, 
every factory worker is entitled to free 
medical treatment if injured during the 
course of work. For' this purpose "Work- 
men's Compensation Clinics" are located 
in every industrial district of New York. 
It ostensibly seems that this law is of 
the greatest benefit to the workers. But 
a careful scrutiny of the other end gives 
us an altogether different view of the 
affair. 

Since clinics ar supervised by private 
doctors, and there are many, it is neces- 
sary to establish a clientele. Men are 
employed to canvass every factory within 
a considerable radius, and to install first 
aid kits, authorization slips and posters, 
conspicuously bearing the doctor's name 
and address. 

A number of years back, the doctors 
deemed it unnecessary to dispense with 
first aid paraphernalia, on the assump- 
tion that injured workers would apply 
self-treatment and so offer a serious fac- 
tor 1 in curtailing their much desired pro- 
fits. The crisis, however, convinced the 
doctors that it was either a case Of ad- 
apting themselves to new conditions or 
destruction was inevitable. It no longer 
was a question of workers treating them- 
selves, but to secure their trade — at any 
cost. 

Now all factories are forced to main- 
tain first-aid kits stocked to comply with 
the requirements of the Labor Depart 
ment. In this case no alacrity was 
shown by the employers in purchasing 
kits and required supplies. No blow af- 
Jects them so much as a blow at their 
pocket-book. It then was a matter of 
buying a kit or paying a fine. Money 
being involved in either case, the bosses 
found themselves between the devil and 
the deep sea. At this point the doctors 
graciously stepped In. The conditions for 
a completely supplied kit were not to 
use the contents but merely keep them to 
avoid fines — and "no matter how slight 
the workers' injuries may be, send them 
to the clinic for treatment." 

Unfortunately for the doctors, the 
crisis equally affected them as in other 
fields. Closed factories and few workers 
in the ones that remained open, pr'omised 
the doctors no paunches from early retire- 
ment and easy living. Coupled with this, 
new doctors who in private practice found 
their patience exhausted for luck of pa- 
tients, turned to this seemingly quick 
and easy method of reaping a harvest. 
Another factor, tending to aggravate 
this competitive malady, is medical gradu- 
ates with an ever ready eye for imme- 
diate and lucrative incomes. 

Unduly large expenditures, in the form 
of paying men to visit factories, distri- 
bution of kits, supplies, cards and poster's 
accorded them no promise in prospect to 
win the race for bread and butter. Con- 
sequently doctors instructed their men, 
upon visiting factories, that an apprecia- 
ble decrease in expenses could be obtain- 
ed by "eliminating" the other doctors. 
This "elimination" measure began quite 
innocently. It at first reduced itself to 
the tearing up of cards and posters ad- 
vertising other doctors. Medical com- 
petitors responded to the same degree. 
Later on instructions and ethics were eli- 
minated in the process of "elimination". 
At present competition has reached the 
point, where doctors organize crews to 
enter factories and pull their competitors' 
kits off the walls. Several men of the 
crew engage the boss in conversation in 
sach a way that his back is to toe kit, 
while the other half go about their busi- 
ness of either demolishing or stealing 
tt. All stolen kits and first aid supplies 
are always relabelled with the victorious 
doctor's name and address. 
Inasmuch as the doctors find it impos- 
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Arclitwcs off the Opposition 

Trotsky's Letter to Olminsky 



Two letters of Trotsky, one to Cheidze 
written in April 1913, very sharply at- 
tacking Lenin and seized at the time by 
the police department, were discovered in 
1921. The old emigrants were well ac- 
quainted with the history of the faction- 
al fights and the little episodes that grew 
out of them. To them it was all a mat- 
ter of the far distant past. Lenin must 
have merely smiled when Stalin (in all 
probability) slipped him the letter. But 
this does not cast the slightest shadow, nor 
could it. upon the relations between Lenin 
and Trotsky. Between the episodic letter 
written at a moment of acute factional 
struggle and the year 1921, when the 
letter, forgotten by the author, rose to 
the surface, stood the year 1917, with the 
October revolution, the following three 
years of civil war against a world of 
enemies, and the first year of common 
economic construction. Olminsky, who 
worked in the Institute of Party History, 
addressed to Trotsky a request for the 
publication of his letter to Cheidze. Be- 
hind this request must have been con- 
cealed an attempt at intrigue in which 
Olminsky was more the tool than the 
instigator. In view of the fact that later 
on Stalin made very extensive use of 
Trotsky's letter, circulating it without a 
date, as if it had been written in 1923, 
there is suffieimt ground to assume that 
behind Olminsky's request stood Stalin : 
he always occupied himself with these 
matters with a particular relish. We con- 
sider it wortii while to reprint here Trot- 
sky's reply to Olminsky: 

"Pardon my delay In replying. This 
week was a very busy one for me. You 
ask about the publication of my letter 
to Cheidze. I do not think that it would 
be in place. The time for history has not 
yet arrived. The letters were written 
under the impression of the moment and 
its needs, and the tone of the letters cor- 
responded to them. The present-day read- 
er will not understand this tone, will not 
establish the necessary historical correc- 
tions, and will only be confused. From 
abroad we are to receive the archives of 
the party and the foreign Marxian pub- 
lications. In them is a laige number of 
letters of all those who participated in 
the 'scrap'. Are you planning to publish 
them at the present time? This would 
create altogether unnecessary political 
complications for there are hardly two 
old emigrants in the party who did not 
sharply abuse each othef in correspond- 
ence under the influence of the ideological 
struggle, momentary excitement, etc. 
Write explanations for my letters? But 
this would mean to relate wherein I dif- 
fered at that time with the Bolsheviks. 
In the Introduction to my brochure, 'Re- 
sults and Perspectives', I speak briefly 
about it. I see no need of returning to 
the subject because of the accidental dis- 
covery of the letters in the archives. To 
this should be added that a retrospective 



review of the factional fight might give 
rise to polemics even today, because — I 
avow it frankly — 1 do not at all consider 
that in my disagreements with the Bol- 
sheviks I was wrong on every point. I 
was wrong — and fundamentally — in my 
appraisal of the Menshevik faction, 
overestimating its revolutionary possi- 
bilities and hoping that we would succeed 
in isolating and nullifying its Right 
wing. This fundamental error, however, 
Sowed froin the fact that I approached 
both factions — the Bolshevik and the 
Menshevik — from the point of view of the 
ideas of the permanent revolution and 
the dictatorship of the proletariat where- 
as the Bolsheviks and the Alensheviks in 
that period supported the standpoint of 
the bourgeois revolution and the dem- 
ocratic republic. I considered that the 
differences between both factions were 
not very deep in principle and I hoped 
(this hope I expressed .more than once 
in letters and speeches) that the very 
course of the revolution and the conquest 
of power by the working class would 
bring logether the contending .factions, 
which did occur up to a certain point 
in 1905. (The preface of comrade Lenin 
to Kautsky's articles on the motive forces 
of the Russian revolution and the whole 
line of the paper, Natchalo). 

"I think that my evaluation of the mo- 
tive forces of the revolution was indubit-, 
ably correct, but the conclusions which I 
drew from it with regard to the two ac- 
tions were undoubtedly wrong. Bolshe- 
vism alone assembled in its ranks, thanks 
to its irreconcilable line, the really rev- 
olutionary elements of the old intelli. 
gentsia as well as the advanced stratum 
of the working class. Only thanks to 
the fact that Bolshevism succeeded in 
creating this compact revolutionary or- 
ganization, was it possible to make such 
a speedy turn from the revolutionary de- 
mocratic to the revolutionary socialist 
position. Even now I could without dif- 
ficulty divide my polemical articles 
against the Mensheviks and Bolsheviks 
into two categories: one, those devoted 
to an analysis of the internal forces of 
the revolution, its perspectives (the Polish 
theoretical organ of Rosa Luxemburg, the 
.%'eue Zeit), and the other, those devoted 
to an appraisal of the factions of the 
Russian Social Democrats, their strug- 
gles, etc. The articles of the first cate- 
gory I could present even now without 
corrections, because they fully and en- 
tirely coincide with the position of our 
party beginning with 1917. The articles 
of the second category are patently err- 
oneous and it would not be worth while 
republishing them. The two letters sent 
me belong to the articles of the second 
category ; their publication is not oppor- 
tune. Let it be done by somebody about 
ten years from now, if there should be 
any interest in it. 

"With Communist greetings, 
December 6, 1821 "L. TROTSKY." 



Stalinists Expel Philly 
Militant 

Phila,, Oct. 11, 1932 
To the Central Executive Committee; 
To the District Executive Committee ; 
To the Party Members of Philadelphia. 
Comrades : 

I am of the opinion that It is neces- 
sary to speak out against the tacit sa- 
botage of the Leninist policy of the uni- 
ted front. The rejection of this tactic 
holds the greatest danger for the inter- 
national revolutionary movement, parti- 
cularly in Germany. For maintaining 
this point of view the executive commit- 
tee of Section 3 has at its latest meet- 
ing recommended my expulsion from the 
Communist party. 

le this to be the answer to Bolshevist 
eritelsm? Will this be our party's con- 
tribution to our brother German party? 
I take this occasion to explain my posi- 
tion on — (l)THE GERMAN SITUATION 
and (2) MY ' "FRATERNIZATION WITH 
TROTSKYITES." I appeal to all work- 
er-Communists and to the D. E. C. to 
condemn the recommendation of the sec- 
tion committee. 

How can we win the millions of work- 
ers who still support Social-Democracy? 
Leninist united front. We must unite 
with all Socialist workers and organiza- 
tions in the fight against Fascism and 
thus make possible a successful proletar- 
ian revolution. 

To speak of united front from below 
without approaching the organization 
which the workers still support means no 
united front hut merely a routine recruit- 
ing campaign for the party. We must 
definitely apeak out to the social-dem- 
ocracy and its leadership for a united 
front action against Fascism. Lenin 
said that we have nothing to fear in a 
united front with the Hendersons and 
Snowdens (Wels, Scfceidemann, etc.— L. 
R.)- He said if the Hendersons do not 
accept the united front on these condi- 
tions we have at once gained the sym- 
pathy of the masses and discredited the 
social deformists. If they do accept 
under these conditons (the right.to crit- 



icize, separate entity of organization, 
NOT subservient amalgamation, etc.— L. 
It.) then we are the gainers. 

We must eay to these leader's, "If you 
want to fight Hitler, let us unite in a 
common struggle." To say, as does the 
party, that we do not unite with So- 
cialist leaders, because they are "Social- 
Fascists*', does not convince the Social- 
ist workers. We must say in the words 
of Lenin — To unite with the Kerenskys, 
not because we believe in them, but be- 
cause millions of workers still follow the 
Kerenskys (Russian Welses, Noskes, etc.) 

2. On Fraternization 

To top all this the party prohibits 
comrades from discussing and studying 
this situation. I was recommended for 
expulsion for fraternizing with members 
of the Trotsky group (Left Opposition) 
and for discussing problems vital to the 
Communist movement. 

For us Communists, international 
questions are as important as national. 
We must realize that Germany, the key 
to the international situation at the 
present moment, is the most important 
order on the international agenda. Since 
very little on this question is found in 
the party press I read the views of Leon 
Trotsky. After analyzing them and dis- 
cussing them I came to the conclusion 
that Trotsky is correct on the question 
of the united front as expressed in his 
books, "Germany— the Key to the Inter- 
national Situation" and "What Next — 
Vital Questions for the German Prole- 
tariat." 

I place myself in complete solidarity 
in this respect with comrade Pappas' 
statement on the German question. 

The life of the Soviet Union Is in dan- 
ger. The life of the Communist Inter- 
national is threatened with destruction. 
Why does the Communist International 
remain silent on the German question? 

DEMAND AN OPEN DISCUSSION ON 
THIS GERMAN SITUATION. 

DEMAND THE CALLING OF THE 

SEVENTH WORLD CONGRESS OF 

THE C. I. 

Long live our international party ! 

Comradely, 

(Signed) Lou Roberts (Bob). 
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(Continued from page 1) 
and imported gunmen are free to carry 
guns, knives and black-jacks. 

The law permits picketing, permits 
organizing, but law or no law the coal- 
operators find a way to do it brutally and 
thoroughly and even dispensing with 
formalities. In the Taylorville section 
during the last few weeks several scores 
of pickets and their wives have been 
wounded and one murdered, hundreds ar- 
rested under all kinds of excuses and 
restrictions imposed, others clubbed and 
tear-bomb gassed. Such is "democracy", 
such is "law and order" under the capi- 
talist system. 

Bosses Preparing for Winter 

That the bosses of Illinois are prepar- 
ing to take care of the workers in other 
cities this winter if they should decide 
to light instead of starve, is made clear 
by the announcement of the commander 
in charge of the state militia in the Tayl- 
orville strike area when he said that 
"The change every week in companies is 
being made in order that the various 
units of the militia may gain experience 
in active duty." 

Not only are the armed forces of the 
state government openly supporting 
Lewis, but the courts as well. Three mi. 
litant miners, Joseph Colbert, Dominic 
Lauranti and Andrew Ganis have been 
cold-bloodedly murdered by a rain of 
bullets from the guns of the Lewis' gang- 
sters and none of the gangsters that did 
the killings has been brought before the 
"bar of justice." 

Just the other day, Circuit Judge Roy 
Dove of Shelbyville, sitting in the cir- 
cuit court, upheld the right of 'the state 
militia to make arrests without warrants 
and hold the men and women so arrested 
any length of time they may see fit. 

This "representative of justice" has 
shown by his own deed that there Is no 
neutrality, no justice between capital and 
labor and places the judiciary of his 
state four square on the side of the coal- 
operators and Lewis. 

Lewis, of course, is able to use the 



courts, the state militia, the state police 
and the underworld not to maintain 
unionism but to destroy it, just as he did 
in Penn., Ky„ West Va„ Ohio, and other 
places. It is the Peabodys and the other 
coal -op era tors who will be masters if 
Lewis wins. But that is a long, long way 
to go. 

State police, gangsters, courts and the 
state militia will rot be able to impose 
again the Lewis leadership on the Illinois 
miners, and before this fight is finished 
there will not. only be a complete defeat 
for Lewis, but the miners will be much 
nearer to a powerful Communist mov- 
ement that will make it possible to uproot 
all these practises with which the labor 
fakers, in cooperation with gunmen, at- 
tempt to crush labor's organizations. 

JOSEPH ANGELO 
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4 YEARS OF THE 
MILITANT 

At (his moment there is a new and 
perceptibly growing wave of sympathy 
and support to the Lett Opposition in 
America. It is taking on a form distinct 
from the past slow process of winning 
a worker here and there who became 
convinced by individual propaganda. 
'Those who have followed The Militant 
attentively will also have noticed that, 
in entering the fourth year of its exist- 
ence, its contents begin more directly to 
reflect the struggle toward revolutionary 
developments in the country. That it- 
self is a matoriai expression of the 
growing support coming in the direction 
of the Left Opposition. 

The reasons, of course, lie in the very 
conditions of the working class move- 
ment. The economic crisis is producing 
a new orientation. It is generally speak- 
ing a Leftward one. A working class 
force is beginning to emerge in the 
United States. It is emerging slowly, 
painfully, with much stumbling and with 
many bitter experiences in its course. 
But for the actual proof of its emerging 
one needs only to cast a glance at the 
election campaign just concluded. Willy- 
nilly, of the main contenders, the capi- 



talist parties, the working class issues 



The October revolution is finishing its fifteenth year. 
This simpl figure gves evidence to the entire world 
of the gigantic force which exists in the proletarian 
state. No one, not even the most optimistic among us, 
foresaw such vitality. And that is not surprising; 
the optimism of such a prediction would have had to 
fear within it pessimism with regard to the interna- 
tional revolution. 

The leaders and the masses saw in the October up- 
heaval only the first stage of the world revolution. The 
thought of an independent building-up of Socialism in 
isolated Kussia was, in the year 1917, neither defended 
nor sustained nor clearly formulated by anybody. In 
the following years, too, the economic construction 
was conceived by the entire party without exception as 
the substructure of a material basis under the dicta- 
torship of the proletariat, as the preservation of the 
economic bond (smytchka) between city and country, 
and finally as the creation of points of support for the 
coming Socialist society which could only be built up 
on an international basis. 

The ways of the world revolution have shown them- 
selves to be immeasurably longer and more tortuous 
than we hoped and expected fifteen years ago. To 
the external difficulties, of which the historic role of 
reformism showed itself to be the most important, 



came the internal ones, above all, the policies of the 

. °.l l 'i S „ C S.if„ ™™ii epigones of Bolshevism, false in their foundation and 
forced themselves to the fore. The condi- ' » . . 

fatal in their consequences. Ihe bureaucracy of the 

first Workers' State does everything decisive — uncon- 
sciously, but that is no excuse — to prevent the birth of 
a second Workers' State. The knots tied by the 
bureaucracy must be untied or broken to give a free 
road to the revolution. 

If the delay in the development has gone beyond the 
framework wheh we had sketched, still we have accur- 



tions created are also beginning to put 
the various working class and revolu- 
tionary currents more definitely to their 
test. This, however, will be far more 
marked iu the coming period of more 
intense struggles. But already now 
there is evidence that the Left Opposition 
is commencing to find its place on the 
solid grounds of the class struggle. And 
we can say today that an estimate of 
the significance of this new wave of 
support quite decisively indicates our 
future much greater role. 

Some Examples of Growth 

We have at this moment a series of 
new contact established, which are be- 
coming included within our active ranks. 
A new branch of the League Is organized 
in Davenport, Iowa. Branches are in 
formation in Des Moines, Iowa, in Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., and in New Castle, Pa. Our 
existing branches with but few excep- 
tions, are in the process of growth. 

The enormous advantage of a correct 
theoretical foundation— a Marxian foun- 
dation — belongs to the Left Opposition. 
But we are compelled to carry on by 
the most primitive means, made so by 
the isolated position from which we be- 
gan and by our sadly limited physical 
resources. Every step toward our ob- 
jectives therefore of necessity had to be 
modest ones. 

In both respects, both in regard to 
a correct theoretical foundation as well 
as in regard to our limited means the 
four years history of Tf» Militant, fur- 
nishes eloquent proof to our contention. 
But while the latter is apparent, it is 
the former, which iu terms more con- 
vincing than we could possibly utter, 
has attested to its enormous advantage. 
Just look at the healthy contrast be- 
tween four years ago and today. 

Then we had a handful of comrades 
coming forward with an unshakable con- 
viction, having from the past received a 
certain preparation for their position, but 
also carrying over remnants from (he 
past which still caused some unclarity 
and lack of experience in applying the 
International Left Opposition platform to 
America. We made some mistakes; we 
must, of course, record shortcomings. 
Yet we are justified in giving emphasis 
to the healthy transformation which has 
taken place. We are justified in taking 
(Continued on page 0) 
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ately estimated the fundamental moving forces and 
their laws. This also applies completely to the pro- 
blem of the economic development of the Soviet Union. 
Modern productive forces will not let themselves be 
confined within national limits by any resolution or 
any exorcism. Autarchy is the ideal of Hitler, not 
of Marx nor of Lenin. Socialism and national separ- 
atism are mutually exclusive. Today as well as fifteen 
years ago, the program of a Socialist society in a 
single country is Utopian and reactionary. 

The economic successes of the Soviet Union are very 
tradictions and its difficutlies have taken on a threaten- 
tradictionsand its difficulties have taken on a threaten- 
ing sharpness. Delays, interruptions and dispro- 
portions bear witness in the first instance to a wrong 
leadership. But that is not all. They recall 
that building up of a harmonious society is possible 
only through an uninterrupted experience extending 
over decades and not otherwise than on an interna- 
tional basis. The technical and cultural obstacles — 
the break between city and country, the difficulties of 
import and export trade- — all prove that the October 
demands an international continuation. Internation- 
alism is not a ritual convention but a question of life 
or death. 

There will be no lack of jubilee speeches and arti- 
cles. The majority of them will come from those 
who were, in October, the intransigeant adversaries of 
tiie proletarian insurrection. We Bolshevik-Leninists 

will be called "counter- revolutionists" by these gentle-. C raUc hands the blind protest vote will 
men. It is not the first time that history permits it-! expect immediate action and since the 

Democrats will carry out the imperial- 
ists will the " victory vote" will turn to 
its opposite, providing the Communists 
are able to take advantage of the favor- 
able developments. 

Roosevelt rode to power on the sup- 



Roosevelt's Victory 

Protest Vote of Middle Class and Labor Hits Republicans 

The returns from the elections throws, port of a big section of financiers, like 
considerable light upon the class reaction.] ioung and Taylor, jingoist and big navy 



to the crisis. The capitalist press is 
failing Roosevelt as the victor of a 
'•tidal wave", of a -'landslide" that has 
wiped the Republicans out of office. The 
victory of Roosevelt and Garner has 
carried with it complete control of the 
House and Senate. Throughout the 
country their "landslide" has carried 
with it many state and local tickets. 
Not since the lust world war has the 
Democratic wing of the capitalist reac- 
tionary parties gained such a favorable 
position. 

The Democrats have full control and 
will have no -excuse" for not carrying 
out their program and election promises. 
Roosevelt made lots of promises, just 
as Hoovter did in 15)28. Roosevelt was 
forced to give these promises because he 
had to straddle different layers of class- 
es and rally the mass discontent from, 
the effects of tt*e crisis iu order to gain 
oliice. 

Teddy Roosevelt started out by "trust 
busting" and ended with the greatest 
service rendered to the monopolists. F. 
D. Roosevelt with his "forgotten man" 
and his "'new deal" will end in the same 
way. With a clear majority in Demo- 



self such jokes and we have nothing against it on that 
account. Even if it is with confusion and slowly, his- 
tory does its work. 

And we too, we will do ours ! 
Prinktpo, October 13, 1932 — L. TROTSKY. 



9 Scottsboro Boys 
Win Victory 

Illusions Now Greatest Danger 

The decision of the Supreme Court 
of the United States, reversing the low- 
er courts in setting aside the trial and 
appeal verdicts in the Scottsboro case, 
is a triumph for the nine prisoners and 
the entire working class. It is a victory 
milltantly won by the party in the face 
<# great! terror, and repression. It is 
a vindication of the fighting methods of 
the Communists who placed the struggle 
on a class basis and fought it that way. 

But no illusions! The fight is not yet 
won. The end we are flighting for is not 
yet. The hoys are still in prison. They 
are to be tried again in March, thus 
far, by the same judge, in the same 
court In which they were railroaded a 
little more than a year and a half ago. 
The statement has been made that at 
this forthcoming that there will be 
greater need than before for the militia. 
All this means that the Supreme Court 
lias left the door wide open for 1 a re- 
I>etition of the death sentences. In fact 
it has indicated how this is to be done. 
All that its strictures mean is that if 
its august solemnity is to be invoked to 
sanction this kind of butchery all the 
fine technicalities of the law must be 
complied with. 

The need for a fighting movement of TheMeaningoftheGermanEIections 
the working class for the unconditional 
freedom of these victims cf capitalist 
class justice is greater than It was be- 
fore. What we have already accom- 
plished most be the stimulus to yet 
greater efforts. We cannot stop until 
we have forced the bourbon tiger of the 
couth to open I(is jaws and let our 



class brothers go. This we can do. 

Now is the time to organize the light. 
Objectively the situation stands essenti- 
ally as it did before. Only a militant 
class fight can free the boys. The work- 
ing class must be united around this 
one issue. To do this we need organi- 
zational forms broad and democratic 
enough to allow all conflicting and con- 
tradictory tendencies in the labor move- 
ment to meet in a common struggle on 
this concrete issue. We need a united 
front of the entire working class. 

The N. A. A. C. I*, which stood in the 
way of a militant class defense, the So- 
cialist party which spewed slander at 
the I. L. I). at the height of the fight, 
the trade union bureaucracy of the A. 
P. of L. which is still hamstringing the 
Mooney defense, the muddle-headed lib- 
erals of the New Republic stripe will 
not issue the call for this united front 
movement. They have bo interest in 
such a unity of the workers. Only the 
revolutionary party of the proletariat 
can unite the ranks and organize the 
movement. 

That is why we say to the party : Call 
the united front conferences ! We are 
With you with all our resources. We 
will help. 



OPEN FOMUM 



Soviet Economy in Danger 

The Situation on the Eve of the Second Five Year Plan 



The successes of the first two years 
of the Five 1'ear Plan demonstrated to 
the bourgeoisie of the entire world that 
the proletarian revolution was a much 
more serious business than was apparent 
in the beginning. The interest in the So- 
viet "experiment" grew apace. Con- 
spicuous groups of eminent bourgeois 
publications In divers countries began 
printing comparatively objective econ- 
omic information. 

At the same time the international 
Communist press played up the most 
optimistic estimates of the Soviet press, 
exaggerating them crudely, presumably 
in the interests of propaganda, and trans- 
forming them into an economic legend. 

Petty bourgeois democrats, who were 
not at all in a hurry to form an opinion 
about so complex a fact as the October 
revolution, welcomed with glee the pos- 
sibility to discover support for their be- 
lated sympathies in the statistics of the 
Five Year Plan. Magnanimously, at 
last, they "recognized" the Soviet Repu- 
blic in reward for its economic and cul- 
tural attainments. This act of moral 
-^ism provided many of them with, an 



opportunity to take an interesting trip 
at reduced rates. 

it is infinitely more deserving, for- 
sooth, to defend the socialist construc- 
tion of the first workers' state than to 
sustain the pretensions of Wall Street 
or of the City. But one can take as 
little stock in ihe lukewarm sympathies 
of this gentry toward the Soviet govern- 
ment as in the antipathies of the Am- 
sterdam Congress toward militarism. 

People, after the type of the Webbs 
(and they are not the worst of this lot) 
are, naturally, not at all inclined to 
break their heads over the contradic- 
tions of Soviet economy. Without in any 
manner committing themselves, they 
strive chiefly to utilize the conquests of 
Soviets in order thus to shame or urge 
ahead the ruling circles of their land. 
A foreign revolution serves them as a 
subordinate weapon for their reformism. 
For this purpose, as well as for their 
personal peace of mind, "the Friends of 
the'u. S. S. R-", together with the in- 
ternational Communist bureaucracy, re- 
quire a picture of the successes in U. S. 
(Continued on page 6) 
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Leftwc rd Shift in German Vote 

Parliamentary Gains Turn Heads of the Stalinist Leadership 



While exact details as to the composi- 
tion of the vote cast in last Sunday's 
German elections are not yet at hand, 
the total figures afford us the opportun- 
ity to compile the results and draw con- 
clusions adequate for the moment. 

As compared with the elections of last 
July 31, the social democracy lost ap- 
proximately three-quarters of a million 
votes ; an almost identioal number of 
votes was gained by the Communist 
party. The Hitlerites, for the first time, 
lost Ihe substantial number of more than 
two million votes, although they remain 
by far the largest party in the country ; 
the Nationalist party, in turn, picked 
up close to a million additional vote. The 
other bourgeois parties revealed no de- 
cisive change in strength ; the Centrists 
and their Bavarian co-religionists lost a 
few hundred thousand votes ; the old 
People's party gained a few hundred 
thousand ; the rest of the vote, slightly 
less in total than three months ago, 
was scattered. 

From these bare figures, the following 
situation may be deduced: 

The Nail Setbcak 
For the first time In their recent years 
of uninterrupted and sensational growth, 
the Nazis have suffered a distinct set- 
back. As we have pointed out previous- 
ly in these columns, the Hitlerites can- 
not hope to arrive in power by the smooth 
parliamentary train. The preceding 
election already indicated that, so far 
as elections are concerned, the Nazi 
social reservoir of voting strength was 
well-nigh exhausted. Not a parliament- 
ary movement in the ordinary bourgeois 
sense, the Fascists must strive to fulfill 



their aims by the violent seizure of 
power and the more violent extirpation 
of all proletarian movements and in- 
stitutions. Or, If the necessity for such 
a step is obviated by the collapse of 
the proletarian movement — as happened 
in October 192:!— the bourgeois saves it- 
self the expense of the inevitably ensuing 
sanguinary conflict, a period of "stabi- 
lization" sets in, and the Fascist move- 
ment begins to decompose. And with 
it, the revolutionary proletarian party. 

From this it does not follow that the 
Fascist danger to the German proletariat 
is now eliminated, or even definitively 
on the decline. Such a conclusion can 
be drawn only by those for whom the 
class struggle begins at the ballot box 
and ends with a parliamentary mandate. 

The heavy decline in the social dem- 
ocratic vote is another repayment made 
by the socialist workers for the base 
treachery of their leaders which could 
not be committed with impunity. That 
some 700,000 socialist workers deserted 
their traditional party, surmounted Ihe 
barriers artifically erected against them 
by the Stalinists, and voted the Commun- 
ist slate — is at one and the same time 
tin arraignment of the react! on a rj' role 
of the soeial democratic leadership and 
of that obdurate stupidity of the Stalin- 
ists whose course, in the first place, pre- 
vented masses of others from rallying 
to the banner of revolution, and in the 
second place, still deters the vast num- 
bers of discontented socialist workers 
from moving any closer to the organized 
Communist movement than is necessary 
for the casting of a red ballot. 
(Continued on page 0) 



stalimsts take measures 

The Expulsion of Zinoviev 

The Lessons of the Second Expulsion of the Capitulatory 



Wireless and telegraph have flashed 
news to the entire world of the expul- 
sion of Zinoviev and Kamenev from the 
party, and along with them of more than 
a score of Bolsheviks. According to the 
official communication, those who are 
expelled were, presumably, striving to 
reestablish capitalism in the Soviet Un- 
ion. The political import of this new 
repression Is imposing In itself. Its 
symptomotic significance is tremendous. 

lit the course of many years, Zinoviev 
and Kamenev were the closest pupils and 
collaborators of Lenin. Better than any 
one else, Lenin knew their weak traits; 
but he was also able to utilize their 
strong sides. In his 'Testament", ao 
cautions in tone, wherein both praise and 
censure are equally modulated in order 
not to strengthen some too much and 
weaken others, Lenin deemed it urgent to 
remind the party that the behavior of 
Zinoviev and Kamenev in October was 
"not accidental". Subsequent events con- 
firmed these words all too clearly. But 
no more accidental was also that role 
which Zinoviev and Kamenev played in 
the Leninist party. And their present 



expulsion brings to mind their old and 
unucctdeuial role. 

Zinoviev and Kamenev were members 
of the Politbureau, which in Lenin's time 
was directly In charge of the fate of 
the party and of the revolution. Zin- 
oviev was the chairman of the Commun- 
ist International. Together with Rykov 
and Tsiurupa, Kamenev was Lenin's al- 
ternate, during the hnal period of Lenin's 
life, for the office of chairman of the 
Soviet of People's Commissars. After 1 
Lenin's death Kamenev presided over the 
Politbureau and the Soviet of Labor and 
Defense, the highest economic organ of 
land. 

In 1923, Zinoviev and Kamenev launch- 
ed a campaign against Trotsky. At the 
beginning of the struggle, they took 
very poor account of Its consequences, 
which, of course does not testify to their 
political far-sightedness. Zinoviev was 
primarily ah agitator, exceptionally tal- 
ented, but almost exclusively an agitat- 
or. Kamenev— '"a wise politician" in 
Lenin's estimation, but lacking great 
will power and too easily inclined to ad- 
(Contlnued on page 2) 



advocates like Hearst and Baker, pro- 
gressive" republicans, contused middle 
class elements, "liberals", the solid re- 
actionary Jim-Crow south and discon- 
tented and confused workers. 

The protest vote of the middle class 
and misled workers will be a good cover 
under which Roosevelt will be able to 
speed up and carry out the imperialist 
program. Under cover of the "flght" to 
repeal the Eighteenth Amendment the 
Democrats will hid their real activity 
lot Wall Street and use this at a critical 
moment as crumbs for the hungry, dis- 
contented masses. 

The crisis with its effects of bankruptcy 
and ruin for large sections o£ the middle 
class, with drastic wage cuts, lower 
living standards and mass unemploy- 
ment for the workers, has piled up a 
tremendous blind protest vote of discon- 
tent. Roosevelt's material base rusts in 
Vvall Street but his votes rest in the 
discontented middle class and the large 
layers of the working class who are not 
jet class eonscous. Such was Roosevelt's 
victory. 

To the Left of this Roosevelt vote is 
the real and decisive significance of the 
election for our class — the demand of 
the reformist party, the socialist party, 
lor a place in the sun and against the 
Communist Party of Revolution. The 
complete returns of the socialist and 
Communist vote are not iu but we have 
sufficient information for the main out- 
lines of this problem. 

The socialist party has piled up a 
large vote. The skeleton party of Am- 
erican social reformism has taken on 
form. Contrary to the Stalinist analysis 
of the past — that the base of reformism 
has been narrowed and therefore we will 
not have a period of reform in America — ■ 
that we are heading toward a period of 
revolutionary upsurges and the struggle 
of class against class — we find reformism 
growing. The editorial of the Daily 
Worker of Nov. 10 (City Edition) dis- 
misses the socialist vote as unimportant 
and, as stated in the last issue of the 
Militant, mechanically compares the Com- 
munist vote of today with the previous 
elections. The Stalinists leave unans- 
wered the question of the new relation- 
ship of class forces; the relationship of 
the party of reform and revolution; and 
the question of what the future holds in 
store for the reformers. 

Our position on the question of a 
"period" of reformism for America has 
been dealt with at different times in the 
Militant. For the moment we want to 
take up just one phase of the problem 
and we will later return to it for further 
consideration on the basis of develop- 
ments. 

In New York, Hillquit, socialist candi- 
date for mayor, polled 250,000 votes, the 
largest ever polled in New York by the 
socialists. Thomas obtained 120,000 
votes. Thomas' votes were basically 
socialist votes of small shopkeepers and 
misled workers while Hillquit's vote had 
the additional protest vote of the mid- 
dle class, the 'good government" and 
'cheap government" vote against Tam- 
many Hall. 

The national vote of Thomas will be 
far above his 1928 figure of 275,000 
votes. In fact indications are, from 
partial returns, that it will be close to 
or larger than the Debs .vote of 1920 
of nearly a million votes. Many of the 
basic central and western states as well 
as eastern industrial states are giving 
Thomas a fair vote. 

The New York American of Nov. 10, 
in listing the elected members of the 
House presented the names of seven so- 
cialist candidates where the results of 
the election were still in doubt. The 
New York Times of the same date had 
already eliminated the socialist names. 
No doubt socialists and Communists were 
elected to local office here and there, only 
to be counted out, mainly the Commun- 
ists, by capitalist democracy. 
A Shift to the Left 

One thing can be said upon the incom- 
plete retrns. The socialist vote, in rela- 
tion to reaction, shows a shift of a lay. 
er of workers to the Left, in relation 
to the class struggle it shows the party 
of reform has checked Leftward shift 
of the workers. The socialist party vote 
shows that they have done their job well 
as a stone wall between the parties of 
reaction and the Communist party of 
revolution In slowing down and holding 
up the process of workers joining the 
Communists ranks. 

The only returns of our vote we have 
are New York City. Foster and Ford 
obtained 24,018 votes compared to 15,500 
in KKiO when he ran for Mayor. 
This is an indication of an in- 
crease of even greater proportions be- 
cause so many of the workers are dis- 
franchized, in 81 >ite of the fa'vorable 
gains made by the Communists the gains 
in relation to the socialist party gives 
the reformers an advantage in the pre- 
sent stage of the struggle of the reform- 
ists and the revolutionists for ideological 
(Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 1) 
apt himself to the intellectual, cultural- 
ly middle class and bureaucratic milieu. 

Stalin's rule ii' this struggle bore a 
much mure organic character. The spirit 
of petty -bourgeois provincialism, the ab- 
sence of theoretical preparation, narrow- 
ness of vision — that is what characterizes 
Stalin, notwithstanding his Bolshevism. 
His enmity towni'd '■Trotskyism" had 
roots much d< p ■■ than that of Zinoviev 
and Kamenev, and for a long time pre- 
viously- it had sought for its political 
expression. Incapable himself of theroe- 
ticai generalizations, Stalin urged on in 
turn Zinoviev, Kamenev and Bucharin 
and picked out from their speeches and 
articles whatever seemed to hi in most 
appropriate for his own aims. 

The struggle of the majority of the 
Polilbureau against Trotsky, which be- 
gan, to a considerable degree, aa a per- 
sonal conspiracy dis'-losed all too quickly 
its political content, it was neither sim- 
ple nor homogeneous. The I<eft Opposi- 
tion included within itself, around its 
authoritative Bolshevik kernel, many of 
the organisers of the October overturn 
militant participators of the Civil War, 
and a considerable stratum of Marxists 
from out of the student youth. But in 
the wake of this vanguard, during the 
first stages, there dragged along the 
tail-end of all sorts of dissatisfied, ill- 
equipped and even chagrined careerists. 
Only the arduous development of the sub- 
sequent struggles liberated the Opposi- 
tion from its accidental and uninvited 
fellow way-farers. 

Under the banner of the "troika"' — 
Zinoviev-Kilinencv-Staliii — were united 
many "old Bolsheviks" particularly 
those, who, as I<enin advised as early as 
April iyi7, should have been relegated 
to the archives; but there also were 
many serious underground members, 
strong parly organizers ,who sincerely 
believed that there was impending the 
danger of Leninism being displaced by 
Trotskyism. However, the further mat- 
ters progressed the more solidly and 
cohesively, the growing and intrenching 
bureaucracy rose up against "the per- 
manent revolution". And it was this 
that subsequently guaranteed Stalin'a 
;>reponderance over Zinoviev and Kam- 
enev. 

The tight within I In? "Troika", begin- 
ning in a considerable measure also as st 
persona 1 tight — politics are made by peo- 
ple and through people, and nothing that 
is human is foreign to politics — soon, in 
its own turn, disclosed its content of 
principle. Zinoviev, the chairman of the 
Petrograd Soviet, and Kamenev, chair- 
man of the Moscow Soviet, sought the 
support of the workers of the two cap- 
itals. Stalin's chief support was in the 
provinces and in the apparatus; in the 
backward province-; the apparatus be- 
came all-powerful sooner than in the capi- 
tals. Znoviev, chairman of the Comintern, 
cherished his international position. 
Stalin looked down with contempt upon 
the Communist parties of the West. lie 
found the formula for his nationalistic 
limitations in 101:4 ; socialism in one 
country. Zinoviev and Kamenev counter- 
posed against him their doubts and re- 
futations. But as it turned out, it was 
sufficient for Stalin to depend upon those 
forces which were mobilized by the 
"'troika' 1 against Trotskyism in order 
automatically to overwhelm Zinoviev and 
Kamenev. >. 

Zinoviev's and Kamenev's past, the 
years of their joint work with Lenin, 
the international school of emigration — 
all this must needs have counter posed 
them inimical!;- to that wave of self- 
dependency that threatened, in the last 
analysis, to sweep away the October rev- 
olution. The result of the new fight on 
top came to many as absolutely astound- 
ing; two of the most violent instigators 
of the hue and cry against "Trotskyism", 
ended up in the camp of the "Trotsky- 
lsts" 

In order to facilitate the bloc, the 
Left Opposition — against the objections 
and warnings of the author of these 
lines— modulated isolated formula lions 
of their platform, and temporarily re- 
frained from making official replies to 
the most acule theoretical questions 
This was hardly correct. But the Left 
Opposition of li)2;i still did not take 



to the path of making concessions In 
essence. We remained true to ourselves. 
Zinoviev and Kamenev" came to us. There 
is no need to recapitulate the degree to 
which the coming over to the side of 
the Opposition of 1023, of the sworn en- 
emies of yesterday strengthened the as- 
surance of our ranks and our conviction 
in our historical correctness. 

However, Z!nov"iov and Kamenev, on 
tiiis occasion as well, did not foresee all 
the political consequences of their step. 
In 3023 they had hoped, by means of 
a few agitational campaigns and organi- 
zational maneuvers, to free the party 
from the "hegemony of Trotsky", push- 
ing all other things aside, and now It 
seemed to them that, allied with the 
Opposition of 1923, they would quickly 
cope with the apparatus and reestablish 
both their own personal positions, and 
the Leninist course of the party. 

Once again they were mistaken, i'er- 
sonal antagonisms and groupings within 
the party had already become complete- 
ly the tools of anonymous social forces, 
strata and classes. There was its own 
inner lawfulness in the reaction against 
the October overturn, and it was impos- 
sible to skip over its ponderous rhythm 
by means of combinations and maneu- 
vers. 

Sharpening from day to day, I he 
struggle between the Opposition bloe and 
file bureaucracy reached its final ilmit-s. 



The matter now, no longer concerned dis- 
cussion, even If under the whip, but a 
break with the official Soviet apparatus, 
i. e., the perspective of an arduous strug- 
gle for a number of years — a struggle 
surrounded by great dangers and the Is- 
sue of which could not be foretold. 

Zinoviev and Kamenev recoiled. As 
in 1017, on the eve of October, they had 
become frightened at a break with the 
petty bourgeois democracy, eo ten years 
later they became frightened of a break 
with the Soviet bureaucracy. And this 
was all the more "'not accidental" since 
the Soviet bureaucracy was three-quart- 
ers composed of those same elements 
which in 1917 soared the Bolsheviks with 
the inevitable Hop of the October "ad- 
venture". 

The capitulation of Zinoviev and Kam- 
enev, before the XVth congress, at the 
moment of the organised extirpation of 
Bolshevik- Leninists, was accepted by the 
Loft Opposition as an act of monstrous 
perlidy. Such it was in its essence. Still, 
even in this capitulation there was its 
measure of lawfulness, not only psycho- 
logical, lint political. On a series of 
fundamental questions of Marxism — 
(the proletariat and the peasantry, "dem- 
ocratic dictatorship", permanent revolu- 
tion) — Zinoviev and Kamenev stood be- 
twixt the Stalinist bureaucracy and the 
I-eft Opposition. Theoretical amorph- 
ousness avenged itself inexorably, as it 
always does, in practise. 

(To be Continued) 
Prinkipo, October 1932. 

— L. TROTSKY. 



Mill as a Stalinist Agent 



The Left Opposition is placed, from an 
organizational point of view, in unusually 
difficult circumstances; not a single rev- 
olutionary party has ever before had to 
work under such persecution. Apart 
from the reprisals of the capitalist police 
of all countries, the Left Opposition is 
exposed to the blows to the Stalinist bu- 
reaucracy, which shrinks from nothing. 
We repeat, from nothing. 

Naturally, the Russian section has the 
greatest ditiiculties. Everybody remem- 
bers that Bltimkin, who tried to estab- 
lish a connection between Trotsky and 
his adherents in Soviet Russia, was shot 
to death. To find a Russian Bolshevik- 
Leninist abroad, even to fulfill only tech- 
nical functions, is extremely difficult. 

Thus and only thus is the fact to be 
explained that Mill was for a time in the 
Administrative Secretariat of the Left 
Opposition: a man was needed who knew 
the Russian language and was capable 
of carryiug out the duties of a secretary- 
Mill had been at one time a member of 
the official party and in this sense could 
claim a degree of confidence. 

His work in the Secretariat, however, 
soon revealed his utter practical incom- 
petence, not to speak of the lack of any 
political schooling. In the latter respect 
Mill incidentally was a typical represen- 



tative of the great and small bureaucracy 
formed by Stalin. 

With these qualities were associated 
certain negative traits of a personal, or 
more correctly, of a moral character. Af- 
ter having reached, in the absence of a 
wide choice, a responsible even If tech- 
nical post, Mill felt himself to occupy the 
role of a "leader". With respect to a 
number of French comrades who are ten 
heads greater in stature than himself, 
he began to assert ridiculous claims. Un- 
der the mask of the offended Stalinist 
who had passed himself off as an "Op- 
positionist" appeared the personality of 
a little petty bourgeois from a distant, 
small town of oid Csiarist Russia. Mill 
quickly went into opposition with the 
Parisian comrades, who in his opinion 
did not manifest sufficient respect to him 
and— this must be added— allegedly did 
not "attend" sufficiently to his welfare. 
These offenses were enough for the lit- 
tle Philistine to try to enter into a bloc 
with Rosmer and others, against whom 
he had— literally— only the day before 
carried on a bitter "principled" strug- 
gle. This unworthy, personally-motivated 
political turn, led to Mill's removal from 
the Administrative Secretariat. The 
sections, above all the Russian, corrected 
the mistake which had been committed, 



FIRST POPULAR LECTVRES SERIES OF INTERNATIONAL 

WORKERS SCHOOL 



THE HISTORY OF COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 
Max Shachtman 

will speak every Sunday evening, 8 P M. on the following subjects in the 
course: 



NOV. 13 
NOV. 20: 
NOV. 27: 
DEC. 3: 

DEC. 10: 
DEC. 17: 

JAN. 7: 
JAN. 14: 



The Origin of the Third International 
1919— The Founding of the New International 
1920 — The Twenty-One Conditions at the Second Congress. 
1921 — The Struggle for the Conquest of the Masses and the 

Third Congress. 
1922— The Last Leninist Congress. 

1924 — The First Great Victory of the Right-Center Reaction 
and the Fifth Congress, 
1928 — The Triumph of the Epigones at the Sixth Congress. 
The Future of the Third International: Collapse or Regenera- 
tion ? 



Bound 
Vol*. 



In connection with the celebration of 
the fourth anniversary of the Militant 
we got together 13 files of all the is. 
sues of the old format. This means that 
there are seventy -one issues of tJ)« 
Militant in every one of these tiles. They 
run from Volume Due, Number One, Nov- 
ember ir>, 19211 to Volume 4, Number 12, 
June IS, 1931, the last, issue of the old 
format. 

These files constitute a priceless his- 
toric record. Anyone familiar with the 
early days of the League, with Its up- 
hill battle for the Ideas of revolution- 
ary internationalism against slander, 
calumny, and physical repression need 
not be told that It is all set down, in all 
significance in the columns of the Mili- 
tant. 

As times passes these tiles become 
even more priceless if we can put it 
that way. More than that; it becomes 
well nigh impossible to get them to- 
gether. Comrades who want a file — and 
who does not?- should order at once. 
Money must accompany the order. There 
is no credit on these tiles. Orders will 
be filled strictly as they are received. 
Remember, comrades, this is probably 
your last opportunity to get a file. 

PRICE: $10.00 



INTERNATIONAL WORKERS SCHOOL 
126 East 16th Street -- New York 



Per Lectare: 15 Cents 



Complete Course: $1,00 



which they had had forced on them to a 
great extent, as said before, by difficult 
objective conditions. In the course of 
the last nine months Mill stood entirely 
outside of the ranks of the Left Opposi- 
tion. 

But this was by no means the end of 
his career. As the irritation over in- 
adequate support had driven him to 
Rosmer, so his removal from the Secre- 
tariat led to his negotiations with the 
Stalinists : he handed in an official ap- 
plication for employment in Oharkov, 
where his relatives live. 

In the course of these tempting nego- 
tiations, Mill proposed his services to 
the Left Opposition, evidently already in 
the course of his new political functions. 
Now Mill is preparing to "unmask" the 
Left Opposition: that will in fact actu- 
ally constitute his employment in Char- 
kov or Moscow. 

There is no reason to fear that the 
little Philistine, who was expelled front 
the midst of the Bolshevik-Leninists with 
a discourteous shove, will play any role 
in the light against the Left Opposition. 
The truth is not dangerous for us. And 
in the field of lying, the Stalinists have 
broken all and sundry records before 
Mill. 

In one respect we can say the situa- 
tion is becoming normal again: the Stal- 
inist, somehow irritated by the other 
Stalinists, who temporarily fastened him- 
self to the Left Opposition and was ex- 
pelled from its ranks, comes back to the 
Stalinists. There he will be quite in his 
place. — G. G. 

Marx-Lenin School 
Opens in Chicago 

Following the establishment in New 
York of the International Workers 
School, the Chicago branch of the Com- 
munist League has opened up the Marx- 
Irf'nin School, with headquarters at 2()11 
W. North Avenue, and a series of three 
courses which have already begun their 
enrollments. 

The first course, which opened on 
October 20. and continues every Wed- 
nesday night, is instructed by comrade 
John Kd wards on "Fundamentals of 
Marxism". There will be eight sessions, 
beginning with "The Capitalist. System 
of Society" and ending with "The Dic- 
tatorship of the Proletariat." 

A more advanced class began on Oct- 
ober '27, and runs for ten sesions every 
Thursday night. It is a course on "Im- 
perialism and the Proletarian Revolu- 
tion". Instructor comrade Albert Glotzor. 

Glotzer will also conduct a course 
every Monday night, beginning November 
a>. on "The History of the International 
Youth Movement", of special importance 
and interest to the young militants. 

Tile fee for any of the three courses 
is only $i.B(> and all workers interested 
are urged to get in touch with tile dir- 
ector of the School at the address given 
ahum 



MILITANT BUILDERS 

Our Club Plan 



DAVENPORT MILITANT 
JOINS OPPOSITION 

I, Hetty Rowland, wish to make ap- 
plication to join the Communist League 
(I^'ft Opposition). I have made a study 
of the Communist movement and its var- 
ious groups and I have come to the con- 
clusion that the Left Opposition course 
is the only course that will lead to the 
development of a real Communist party 
which will be able to assume the bur- 
den of the class struggle in this country. 

I'p until a few months ago I was a 
sympathizer of the Proletarian party, 
but now I realise that It Is impossible to 
build up a separate national movement 
or a party that is disconnected from the 
international working class. And to my 
opinion there is no room for two Com-! 
munist parties in the United States, as 
all the energy must be put into one party. 

Then I do not agree with the theory 
of socialism in one country and all Its 
harmful effects, which the leadership of 
the Proletarian party accepts and en- 
dorses. 

—BETTY ROWLAND. . 



THE WINNER 

As our comrades will remember, we 
offered a copy of the "Proletarian Rev- 
olution in ltussia" by Lenin and Trot- 
sky to the Militant Builder who stood 
highest in the staff in our anniversary 
issue. We are very happy to announce 
that the comrade is a newcomer in these 
lists. lie hails from the Smoky City. 
Together with other local comrades and 
comrade Gordon who has gone there from 
New York he has been scouring the city 
for Militant subs. The comrade is P. 
Vomas. 

Not far behiud him are comrades Mor- 
geustern from the down-town city, Phila- 
dephia : and Dunne from Minneapolis. 
And right on their heels, stepping fast 
are two comrades from across the line, 
II. .Nash from Montreal and W. Krehm 
from Toronto. The other comrades and 
the records of all are listed below. It's 
a very good performance. 
KEEP LP THE RACE 

Now suppose we keep right on with 
this race. We've got a flying start and 
it sholdn^t be ditlicult to step it up 
considerably. Suppose we set the lirst 
of the year as the next lap of the race. 
We'll keep right on with these records. 
And to the leader at the first of the year 
we'll give a copy of "My Life" by com- 
rade Trotsky. 
MINNEAPOLIS IN FIRST PLACE 

If Pittsburgh gave us Vomas, Minnea- 
polis etill stands at the head of the list 
of cities. And Chicago and Pittsburgh 
are in a tie for second place. Boston 
and Toronto are tied for four place with 
Philadelphia in sixth place. We are sure 
that before we reach the first of th*! 
year all of our branches will have en- 
tered their names in this list and New 
York which got away to a slow start 
will move up toward the head of the 
list. 
MINERS' SUBS 

We hope you haven't forgotten about 
our campaign for subs for the miners. 
We're still pushing it with results. This 
past week comrade Ross of Minneapolis 
sent in two dollars with a club plan 
blank with just one name on it. He 
asked us to (ill in the names of three 
miners. We did with the result that a 
miner in Springfield, one in Taylorville 
and one in Ilillsboro will receive the 
Militant regularly now for twenty-six 
weeks. 

Comrade Carmody who has just return- 
ed from the Illinois coal fields tells us 
that the Militant is very well received, 
there. He says that as soon as the min- 
ers get some work many of them will 
subscribe. But, he adds, they need help 
now ; political guidance and a friendly 
word. This is our opportunity to sink 
roots among the miners. Here, if any- 
where, redeem the prestige of Commun- 
ism so far as we are able. One way to 
do it, and not the least, is to get subs 
for the miners. L'se the club plan. Col- 
lect two dollars for four half-year subs. 
Or do what comrade Hoss did. Get only 
one, or get two names, or even three 
Send them in with two dollars and we 
will bring the names up to four from 
our list of miners who are awaiting for 
the |iaper. Step lively. 
THE STAFF 

V. Vomas 12 

B. Morgenstern 8 
V. It. Dunne 8 
II. Nash 7 
W. Krehm (i 
H. A. 4 
J. Hamilton 4 
W. Konikow 4 
O. Coover 4 
S. Lessin 4 
J. Sifakis 4 
A. Joel 4 
K. McMillen 4 
A. Milter 4 
J. Weber 4 
J. Ross 4 

Chicago Friends of the 

.Militant Club 4 

C. Shechet 2 
Notice the frequency of names from 

Minneapolis. They don't depend on one 
man up there for their subs. Everybody 



goes after them. That's the way to do 
it. And notice the name of McMillen 
of St. Iiouis. If the past means any- 
thing here is a hustler come to life. 
Look out for Mac, Those who know 
say that when he gets started you can't 
see him for dust. We're waiting to see. 
THE RECORD BY CITIES 



Minneapolis 


20 


Pittsburgh 


Hi 


Chicago 


10 


Toronto 


10 


Boston 


10 


Philadelphia 


K 


.Montreal 


7 


St. Louis 


4 


New York 


4 



New York is in the cellar but it won't 
be for long. On your toes everybody. 
We're coming up. 

Next week the second nlia.se of ttie 
club plan. 



Pioneer Publishers Notes 



REVOLUTIONARY LESSONS 

We are just now in receipt of another 
shipment from England of that invalu- 
able pamphlet by Lenin, "Revolutionary 
Lessons." Our comrades in England in- 
form us that it is very ditlicult to get 
and they may not be able to get your 
copy if you don't get it now. The price 
stands at which it was $.25. There is 
no discount. 
LENIN'S SPEECHES 

In the same shipment we got eight 
copies of a cloth bound volume of 
siieeches made by Lenin in 1!)17, 1918 
and 1021. They include: We Must Have 
Peace. The Laud to the Tillers of the 
Soil, The Nationalization of the Banks, 
Tlie Dispersion of the Constituent Assem- 
bly, The Causes of the World War, From 
N'ep to Socialist Russia, and— but we 
have whetted your appetite. 

Remember that there are only eight 
and it will be first come, first served. 
The price is $.30 plus postage. 
TWO NEW PAMPLETS 

In a week or so we are going to 
start work on two new pamphlets. One 
deals with the unemployment question 
and is written by comrade Arne Swa- 
bet-k ; and the other deals with the Ques- 
tion of the nature and role of the Left 
Opposition. Both are much needed pam- 
phlets. They will sell for very little, 
five or ten cents at" the most. We will 
print them in large quantities. In the 
next issue we will be able to give more 
and accurate details. Watch for it. 

LEON TROTSKY 



Problems of the Develop- 
ment of the U.S.S.R. 



.lust as timely now as when first writ- 
ten. This is the thesis Of the Interna- 
tional Left Opposition on the Russian 
question drafted by our comrades and 
adopted by the League as its position 
at its second national conference a little 
more than a year ago. 

The pamphlet deals with the Economic 
Contradictions of the Transition Period. 
The Party in the System of the Dicta- 
torship, Dangers and Possibilities of a 
Counter Revolutionary Upheaval. The 
I*ft Opposition and the V. S. S. R. 

4K pages $.15 plus postage 

$.10 in bundles of ten or more 

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 

S4 East 10th Street 

New York, N. Y. 
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Nine Years of Struggle of the Left Opposition 

The Burning Question of Thermidor and 

Bonapartism 



(Continued from previous issue) 
The systematic crushing of the lead- 
ing party of the proletariat, without 
which the dictatorship cannot be exer- 
cized in n revolutionary sense, not only 
accentuates the danger of Thermidor in 
the Soviet I'nion but, at a given point, 
also the threat of Bonapartism. On the 
road of degeneration which leads to the 
eomiler-r'ovolutionary triumph, Thermidor 
and Bonapartism do not present stages 
differing in their class foundation. In 
the Great French revolution, Bonapart- 
ism swiftly succeeded the !)th of Ther- 
midor and the Directory. But this suc- 
cession is as little ordained and inevit- 
able as is the certainty of counter-rev- 
olution altogether; a fusion of the two 
stages, a modification of one or the other 
under the conditions of a new social 
epoch— these and many other possibilities 
are quite conceivable. Throughout the 
early years, Lenin kept reminding the 
party of the lessons of the French rev- 
olution and strove to overcome the forces 
which threatened the Russian revolution 
with a similar fate. Even more so to- 
day Is it necessary to arouse the vigil- 
ance of the revolutionary movement so 
that it may perceive in time, distinguish 
the danaers at every stage and adopt the 
measures necessary to cope with them. 

If has been pointed out that the Right 
wing in the Russian party had its 
strength essentially in the classes and 
not in the ranks, more specifically, not 
in the apparatus, of the party. The Right 



wing was so easily crushed on a party 
scale because it was not prepared to 
make an ojwn appeal (for support (o 
the class interests it represented: the 
kulak, and the Nepmau dependent upon 
him. The victory by the Stalinist cen- 
ter over the Right wing triumvirate 
halted, for the time being, the advance 
of the Thermidorian forces, of those 
dark and backward agrarian interests 
which had been whipped up and nur- 
tured in the reactionary years of strug- 
gle against the Left Opposition. Only, 
this victory did not result in elimina- 
ting other, and more acute, phases of 
the counter-revolutionary danger. 

While both the Bight and the Left 
wings of the party in the Soviet Union 
represent well defined class forces and in- 
terests, the same cannot be said of the 
Centrist apparatus. Classic petty bour- 
geois force, the graph of its policy re- 
veals a broken line of leaps to the Left 
and to the Bight which become shorter 
and more frequent with the aggrava- 
tion of the crisis. It leans now upon 
the proletarian core of the country, as 
during the campaign against the Right 
wing, now upon the reactionary forces, 
as during the fight against the Left. It 
cannot tlnd for itself a firm class founda- 
tion from which to operate; the elo3est 
it came to such a base wae during Hie 
period of the idealization by the Stalin 
faction of the "middle peasant", a shifty 
social stratum which, far from serving 
as a solid class foundation, requires one 



itself. 

The Stalin faction, however, has its 
strength in the party bureaucracy : it ig 
the party bureaucracy. In the process 
of watering down the party until it is 
a bloated, shapeless mass, the apparatus 
has at the same time raised itself above 
the [tarty to an unapproachable level and 
constituted itself as a bureaucratic caste. 
The diffused party mass is unable to 
reach this caste in order to change it, 
or to have it reflect the interests of the 
mass itself. The apparatus, on the other 
hand, after having strangled the party, 
must stifle all life within itself. We 
say "must" because it cannot refer any 
disputes in its ranks to the party mass 
below for fear of unleashing a force 
that is inherently Inimical to it. The 
whole bureaucratic system, consequently, 
moves inexorably to a condition where a 
decreasing number of individuals decide 
and speak for all; the number of these 
individuals today, to all practical pur- 
poses, is one, and his name is Stalin. 
What are still formally party organisms, 
in the woids of Marx, "appear as reversed 
Schlemlhls, as shadows the bodies of 
which have been lost." In its turn, the 
apparatus becomes a shadowy projection 
of the omnipotent Secretariat, or more 
accurately, of the General Secretary. 

Devoid of a class basis, the apparatus 
is permeated principally with the desire 
for self -preservation and self -perpetua- 
tion. Its policies, in all their increasing- 
ly feverish zig-zags, are subordinated 
essentially to this aim. The sickening 
Byzantine flattery of Stalin when is com- 
pulsory for every official, the conversion 
of the army and particularly of the G. 
P. U. into an instrument with which 
the Secretariat operates even more ex- 
clusively— combined with the suppression 
of workers' democracy in general and 



party democracy in particular, that is, 
of the principal guarantees against a de- 
generation of the proletarian dictalor- 
ship — these are the signs of the present 
period in the Soviet Union. They reveal 
"the pre-conditions of the Bona part is t 
regime in the country," 

Tacking desperately between the vari- 
ous classes and social strata, the appar- 
atus satisfies none of them. In this 
fact lies the danger that the mounting 
discontentment of all sections of the 
population, and above all of the peasan- 
try, will explode the very foundations 
of the Soviet power, that is, of the pro- 
letarian dictatorship. If the crisis 
breaks out into the open and reveals 
that the proletariat and its party have 
been so weakened that they cannot act 
decisively and victoriously then the coun- 
ter-revolution will not likely assume the 
form of Bonapartism, of the iron man 
or men "standing above the classes" and 
apparently mediating between the con- 
tending forces, resting for the time being 
upon the strength of the military forces 
and the experienced cohesion of the bu- 
reanci&tic apparatus. It is this pro- 
spect which reveals the Stalinist faction 
as the potential reservoir of the Bona- 
partist danger. 

Superficial examination alone permits 
one to exclude this possibility, as well aa 
the possibility of a Thermidorian over- 
turn, on the ground of the socalled "liq- 
uidation of the kulak". If this were ac- 
tually the case, the danger would un- 
doubtedly be considerably diminished, 
although even then, not eliminated. But 
a more careful scrutiny will reveal that 
the "liquidated kulak" is still a substan- 
tial force, more threatening in this re- 
speef, that his present activities and pro- 
gress are not only concealed behind the 
administratively established collective 



farms but are facilitated by the rupture 
of the relations between town and coun- 
try, worker and peasant, rendered inevit- 
able by the whole course of the Stalin 
bureaucracy. 

The French farmers, wrote Marx in 
his classic study of Bonapartism, "are 
unable to assert their class Interests In 
llieir own name, be It by a parliament 
or by convention. They cannot repre- 
sent one auother, they must themselves 
be represented. Their representative must 
at the same time appear as their mas- 
ter, as an authority over them, as an 
unlimited governmental power, that pro- 
tects thein from above, bestows rain and 
sunshine upon them. Accordingly, the 
political influence of the allotment farm- 
er tiuds its ultimate expression in an 
executive power that subjugates the 
commonweal to its own autocratic will." 

Such an executive power is present in 
embryonic form in the bureaucratic ap- 
paratus of the party and the Soviets. 
For it to be fully Hedged as a Bona- 
partist ruling machine, it must first re- 
ceive baptism in the blood shed by a 
civil war, that inevitable concomitant to 
the overthrow of the proletarian dicta- 
torship which the reaction cannot hope 
to avert. The overthrow itself, however 
can be averted, but only by restoring the 
party of the proletariat, the crushing of 
which has made possible the accumula- 
tion of all the internal contradictions 
and the maturing of the counter-revolu- 
tionary fafjtors. It is to achieve this 
restoration, to bring closer the day of 
its attainment, that the strength and 
activities of the Left Opposition are de- 
dicated. 

—SHACHTMAN. 
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■■■on I • • • For the Policy of Lenin and Trotsky ! 
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The question is posed of the expulsion^ 
from the party of A. V. Lunateharsky*. 
J. O. Fenigsteln-Dalotsky** is opposed. 
The proposition is put to the vote. 

The expulsion is rejected. 

The present situation : Reporter, J. G. 
Fenigsteln. 



J. G. FENIGSTEIN 

By chance, it is I who am the report- 
er. Perhaps someone else will make the 
report '! ( Rejected ) . 

Objective : How to coordinate the work 
in the immediate future. It is a question 
of the agreement with the other social- 
ist parties (Mensheviks and Social Rev- 
olutionists). The considerations on the 
"spilled blood" und the lassitude of the 
workers should not predominate. For a 
political party that wants to make his- 
tory, these facts should not constitute an 
obstacle. Task : what to do to satisfy the 
just demands of the workers and the 
peasants? What was the second revolu- 
tion? It was inevitable. The class con- 
tradictions have grown. We have point- 
ed this out. The revolution was not 
exclusively political. It brought with It 
a series of alterations in the economic 
and social domain. A great process has 
been accomplished. Illusions have dis- 
appeared. The statu of mind of the So- 
viets and the popular masses has chang- 
ed: they have lost their (collaborationist) 
illusions. Everybody has reached the 
conclusion of the necessity o£ the exist- 
ence of the Soviet power. In the pre- 
sence of this slogan we have developed 
ourselves and have grown. We have 
elaborated a series of slogans on the 
economic struggle, etc. Our party has 
grown. We have had the support of the 
masses. 

LENIN. 

I cannot make a report but I will make 
known to you a question which inter- 
ests everybody a great deal. It is the 
question of the crisis in the party whtch 
broke out openly at the moment when 
it was ulready in power. 

For all those who follow the life of 
the party, the polemic which was un- 
folded in the Rabotchi Put and my inter- 
ventions against Kamenev and Zinoviev 
constitute nothing new. It was said in 
Dielo Naroda that the Bolsheviks would 
be afraid to seize the power. This com- 
pelled me to take up the pen to show 
all the Inconsistency and unfathomable 
stupidity of the Socialist Revolutionists. 
I wrote "Will the Bolsheviks Maintain 
Power"? The question of armed inter- 
vention was posed at the Central Com- 
mittee session of October 1. I was 
afraid of seeing opportunism on the part 
of the Internationalist-Unionists; but this 
fear disappeared. Whereas, in our party, 
certain (former) members of the Central 
Committee were not in agreement with 
us. This grieved me. Thus the question 
of power has been posed for a long time. 
Just the same we could not give it up 
now because of the disagreement of Zin- 
ovlev and Kamenev. The insurrection Is 
"objectively" necessary ; comrades Zin- 
ovlev and Kamenev began to make an 
agitation against the insurrection; we 
began to consider them as strikebreakers. 
I even addressed myself in writing to 
the Central Committee to propose to ex- 
pel them from the party. 

I came out violently in the press when 
Kamenev came forward in the Central 
Executive Committee of the Soviets'. I 
would not want (now. after the victory) 
to be severe with them. I regarded with 
friendliness Kamenev's parleys in the 
Central Executive Committee on the sub- 
ject of the agreement, for we are not 
opposed to It from the point of view 
of principles***. 

However, when the Socialist Revolu- 
tionists abandoned the power, I under- 
stood that they did it after Kerensky had 
begun the (armed) resistance. In Mos- 
cow (that Is, on the subject of the con- 
quest of power in Moscow), matters drag- 
ged out for a long time. Our Rght wing- 
ers sank iqto pessimism, Mosfcow al- 
legedly cannot take the power, etc. And 
it Is then that the question of the agree- 
ment arose among them. 



Introduction to the Minutes of the Petrogfrad Committee, 



We publish here the minutes of the 
historic session of the Petrograd Com- 
mittee of the Bolshevik party which took 
place November 1-14, 1917. The power 1 
was already conquered, at least in the 
most Important centers of the country. 
But the struggle Inside the party concern- 
ing the question of power was far from 
having ceased. It had simply passed 
into a new phase. Up to October 25, the 
representatives of the Right wing (Zin- 
oviev, Kamenev, Rykov, Kalinin, Luna- 
teharsky, etc.), demonstrated that the 
Insurrection was premature and that it 
would end in a defeat. After the triumph 
of the Insurretion they took up the job 
of proving that the Bolshevik i>arty was 
incapable of maintaining itself in power 
without coalescing with the other social- 
ist parties, that is, with the Social Rev- 
olutionists and the Mensheviks. In this 
new stage, the struggle of the Right 
wingers became exceptionally harsh and 
terminated with the resignation of the 
representatives of this wing from the 
Council of People's Commissars and from 
the Central Committee of the party. It 
should be recalled that this crisis took 
place a few days after the conquest of 
power. 

What was the conduct, in this ques- 
tion, of those who are at present the 
Centrists, particularly Stalin? At bot- 
tom he was already then a Centrist, in 
so far as he was obliged to take a posi- 
tion by himself or to express his own 
opinion, but he was a Centrist who was 
afraid of Lenin. That is why at the 
most critical moments of the ideological 
struggle (beginning with April 4, 1917 
and up to the illness of Lenin) Stalin 
scarcely existed from the political point 
of view. He existed less than ever dur- 
ing 1917. After his arrival in Petrograd, 
coming from Atchinsk with Kamenev, 
when he had taken possession of the 
editorial board of Pravda with Kamenev 
and the formef deputy Muranov, Stalin 
followed a vulgarly democratic, semi- 
national-defensist line of conduct, a line 
which Kamenev formulated, all things 
considered, in more sensible and com- 
plete terms. After Lenin's arrival, Kam- 
enev continued to defend his attitude and 
applied it in his manner all through 
October and November 1917. As for 
Stalin, he hushed up immediately and 
retired within himself. His activity in 
Pravda during the mouth of March, when 
he removed the revolutionary elements 
from the editorial board, was still pre- 
sent in the memory of all. From the 
psychological and political point of view, 



a complete turn-about face in 24 hours 
and adopt an active attitude in Lenin's 
camp against the opportunist wing, of 
which he, Stalin, had been one of the 
leaders before Lenin's arrival. That's 
why you can find hardly a single question 
in which, during this period, Stalin 
adopted a clear position which he de- 
feuded openly. 

As these minutes prove, the revolu- 
tionary line of the party was defended 
in common by Lenin and Trotsky. But 
that is just why the document we publish 
was not included in the collection of 
minutes of the Petrograd Committee 
edited under the title: "The First Legal 
petrograd Committee of the Bolshevik 
Party in 1917" (State Publishing House, 
1927). Yet, in saying this, we do not ex- 
press ourselves with sufficient preeise- 
ness. The minutes of the November 1 
session were part of the first project of 
the book ; they were set up and the 
proofs were carefully looked over. As 
proof of this, we have the photograph of 
it part of the proofs. But the report 
of this historic session was in too 
fiugrant contradiction, by far too unbear- 
able, to the falsification of the history of 
October, executed under the not very 
qualified but zealous direction of Yaro- 
slavsky. What was to be done? Lenin- 
grad interrogated Moscow, the Central 
Historical Section of the party question- 
ed the Secretariat of the Central Com- 
mittee. The latter gave the following 
directions : Eliminate the minutes from 
the book in such a manner that not a 
trace is left of them. They had to set up 
in haste a new table of contents and 
to change the arrangement of the pages. 
But nevertheless, the book itself retains 
clues. The session of October 29 con- 
cludes by setting the next session for 
Wednesday (November 1). However, ac- 
cording to the book, the next session 
'took place on November 2". But a much 
more important trace was preserved out- 
side of the book, in the form of the 
proofs already mentioned, hearing cor- 
rections and annotations by the hand of 
the book's editor, P. F. Kudelli. 

As the official motive for the dissimu- 
lation of (he most important minutes of 
the Petrograd Committee for 1917, Kud- 
elli marked the following note on the 
proofs: "The speech of V. I. Lenin was 
recorded by the secretary of the session 
of the Petrograd Committee with great 
lacunae and with abbreviations of cer- 
tain words and phrases. In some places 
it was impossible to decipher the notes ; 



* Lunacharsky had Come forward in 
favor of the coalition with the Menshe- 
viks and the Social Revolutionists ; he 
resigned from the government because 
Of the (imagined) destruction of the 
Cathedral of Basil the Benevolent in 
Moscow. The proposal to expel Lunach- 
arsky was presented on the Initiative of 
Lenin. 

** At the present time the manager of 
the Telegraphic Agency of the Soviet 
Union (TASS). 

•"•On August 4-17, 1917 Kamenev came 
forward during a session of the Central 
Executive Committee of the Soviets on 
the occasion of his arrest, as well as 
on August 6-19, on the subject of the 
International Socialist Conference of 
Stockholm which the social -collaboration- 
ists aimed to convene during the summer 
of 1917, in order to conclude as quickly 
as possible a peace by exercizing a pres- 
sure of the socialist parties upon the gov- 
ernments of their countries. Kamenev 
spoke on August 6-19 in favor of parti- 
cipation in this Conference, in spite of 
the fact that the Central Committee of 
the party had decided not to participate. 

*** Neither Lenin nor Trotsky, in the 
beginning, had raised objection to par- 
leys with the Mensheviks and Social 
Revolutionists concerning the coalition, 
on condition of having a solid majority 
for the Bolsheviks, and that the parties 
recognize the Soviet power, the decrees 
on peace and the land, etc. %t was cer- 
tain that these parleys would yield noth- 
ing, but a lesson by example was neces- 
sary. 



The work of the insurrection is a new 
work; other forces, other qualities are 
needed. In Moscow, for example, in 
many cases the Junkers (cadets) gave 
proof of cruelty, shot prisoners, etc. The 
Junkers, sons of the bourgeoisie, under- 
stood that with the advent of the power 
of the people comes to an end that of 
the bourgeoisie, for already, even at the 
conference, we had taken a series of 
measures like the confiscation of the 
banks, etc. To the contrary, the Bol- 
sheviks were frequently too soft. Now 
if the bourgeoisie had triumphed, it 
would have acted as in 1848 and in 1871. 
Who believed therefore that we would 
not run foul of the sabotage of the bour- 
geoisie? It was clear even for a nurs- 
ling. And we must apply force: arrest 
the bank directors, etc. The detention, 
even brief, of these people has already 
yielded very good results. That hardly 
surprises me; I know how little capable 
they are of doing any of their fighting 
themselves; the essential thing for them 
is to hold on their warm little spot. In 
Paris, they guillotined, while we will 
do nothing but deprive of their food cards 
those who do not receive them from 
their trade union. In this manner we 
will fulfill our duty. And at such a mo- 
ment, while we are in power, the split 
appears! Zinoviev and Kamenev say 
that we will not get possession of the 
power " in the whole country". I am In 
no mood to listen to this calmly. I re- 
gard this as treason. What do they 
want? The launching of a spontaneous 
.battle, with dagger blows? The prole- 
tariat alone can bring the country out 
of this as tor the agreement 

I cannot even speak seriously of this. 
Trotsky has said long ago that the union 
is impossible. Trotsky has understood 
this and since then there has not been 
a better Bolshevik. 

Zinoviev says that we are not the 
power of the Soviets, that, allegedly, we 
are the Bolsheviks all alone, that the 
Socialist Revolutionists and the Menshe- 
viks have quit, etc. But it is not our 
fault. We are elected by the congress 
of the Soviets. It is a new organization. 
Those who want to fight, enter it. It 
is not the people, it is a vanguard which ' 
draws in the mass. 'We are marching 
with the active masses and not with those 
who are tired. To refrain now from 
unfolding the insurrection (is to capitu- 
late) before the fatigued masses, ae for 
us we are with the vanguard. The So- 
viets are determined (in the struggle). 
The Soviets are the vanguard of the pro- 
letarian masses. Now we are invited to 
espouse the Municipal Duma: it's non- 
sense. 

We are told that we want to "intro- 
duce" socialism: that's nonsense. We 
do not want to make a peasant social- 
ism. We are told that we must "atop". 
But It is impossible. It is even said that 
we are not the power of the Soviets. 
Then what are we? However, we are 
not going to fuse with the Duma ! Per- 
haps it will still be proposed that we 
conclude an agreement with the Room- 



cherod, the Vikzhel, etc.* That's horse- 
trading. Perhaps also with general 
Kaledin? To come to an understanding 
with the collaborationists who later on 
will throw a wrench in the spokes ! It 
would be miserable horse-trading and 
not the power of the Soviets. At the 
conference that's just the way we must 
pose the question. Ninety-nine percent 
of the workers are for us. 

If there must be a split, let it come! 
If they're the ones who have the maj- 
ority, let them take the power in the 
Central Executive Committee of the So- 
viets and let them act; as for us, we will 
go to the sailors. 

We are in power. Who is capable at 
present of passing over to Novaia Zhlzn** 
Hesitaters, unprincipled people: one day 
with us, the next with the Mensheviks. 
They say that by ourselves we will not 
maintain power, etc. But we are not 
alone. We have all Europe before us. 
We must begin : at present, only the so- 
cialist revolution is possible. All these 
hesitations, these doubts (agreements), 
they are nonsense. When I said (at a 
popular meeting), we will fight (the sa- 
botages) with tiie bread cards, the faces 
of the soldiers lit up. (The Right wing- 
ers) asserted that the soldiers are In- 
capable of lighting. But the speakers 
who spoke before .the masses tell us 
that they have never seen such enthusi- 
asm. Only we shall be able to create a 
plan of revolutionary work. Only we are 
fit for the struggle, etc. And the Men- 
sheviks? They will not follow us. There 
you are, at the coming conference we 
must put the question of the future so- 
cialist revolution. We have Kaledin be- 
fore us ; we have not yet triumphed 
(completely ) . When we are told ( Vik- 
zhel the sabotagers, etc.) that there is 
"no power", then it is necessary to im- 
prison, and we will do it. And let them 
task to ns on this subject of the horrors 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat. 
Why, to arrest the Vikzhel people, that 
I understand. Let them scream about 
the arrests ! The delegate from Tver 
said to the Congress of the Soviets: "Ar- 
rest them all***!' 1 That I understand; he 
has a certain comprehension of what the 
dictatorship of the proletariat is. Our 
present slogan is : no agreements, for a 
homogeneous Bolshevik government ! 



* Roomtcherod : Joint Executive Com- 
mittee of the Soldiers' Soviets on the 
Rumanian front, the banks of the Black 
Sea and the Odessa Garrison. Vikzhel : 
A 11- Russian Executive Committee of Rail- 
road Workers. Those two organizations 
were in the hands of the social-collabor- 
ationists. 

** Novia Zhizn (New Life), Gorky'e 
paper, where the Right wingers, (Luna- 
charsky, Zinoviev, Kamenev, Rykov, etc.) 
came out against the Central Committee. 

***The Tver delegate, a peasant, de- 
manded during the Soviet Congress on 
October 25 (November 7), the arrest of 
Avksentiev and the other collaborationist 
chiefs of the Peasants' League of that 
period. 



accordingly, so as not to distort this 
speech, it is not published." 

It is quite true that the recording of 
the minutes is not perfect, that they con- 
tain not a few lacunae and obscure pas- 
sages. But that applies entirely and 
completely to all the minutes of the 
Petrograd Committee of 1917. The ses- 
sion of November 1 was perhaps better 
recorded than certain others. As is 
known, Lenin's speeches were in general 
difficult to take down, even stenographic- 
ally, because of the peculiarities of his 
methods of oratorial exposition : the ex- 
treme rapidity of siieech, the complicated 
construction of the phases, abrupt and 
brutal parentheses, etc. Nevertheless, 
the essential sense of I^jnin'e speech of 
November 1-14 is perfectly clear. Luna- 
tcharsky's speech and the two speeches 
of Trotsky are reported in an entirely 
satisfactory manner. The motive for the 
elimination from the minutes is quite a 
different one. It is not hard to find. It 
is underlined in the margin of the proofs 
with a thick stroke and a huge question 
mark, right opposite the following words 
of the text : 

"I cannot even speak seriously of this 
(of the agreement wth the Mensheviks 
and the Social Revolutionists). Trotsky 
has said long ago that the union is im- 
possible. Trotsky has understood this 
and since then there has not been a but- 
ter Bolshevik." 

It is this phrase which finally upset 
the equilibrium of the Secretariat of the 
Central Committee and called forth the 
re-making of the whole book, which is 
vexing enough as it is, for, even in its 
present censored form, it constitutes a 
murderous document against the falsi- 
fiers. It will suffice to say, for instance, 
that the point of view of the Central 
Committee, when it was presented in the 
meetings, was called the "point of view 
of Lenin and Trotsky" (see page 345). 
But Yaroslavsky himself, in spite of his 
assiduity, cannot attend to everything... 

In this connection, it would be very 
interesting to reconstruct the contribu- 
tion in the realm of ideas made in 1917 
by this incompetent compiler and odious 
falsifier. We hope tcr devote a few pages 
to it in our archives. Here, let us sim- 
ply recall a little known or forgotten 
fact. After the February revolution, 
Yaroslavsky, together with the Menshe- 
viks, published at Yakutsk a review, the 
Social Democrat, which was a model of 
the acme of political triviality and con- 
verged upon the bourne separating Meu- 
shevism from rotten -borough liberalism. 
Yaroslavsky was then at the head of the 
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Conciliation Chamber of Yakutsk in 
order to protect the splendors Of the 
democratic revolution from the conflicts 
hetween workers and capitalists. All the 
articles of the review edited by Yaro- 
slavsky were penetrated with the same 
spirit. The other collaborators, who did 
not jar with the spirit of this publica- 
tion, were Ordjonikidze and I'etrovsky, 
the present president of the Executive 
Committee 01 the Ukrainian Soviets. In 
a leading article, which might seem in- 
credible were it not printed black on 
white, PetrovKky shed tears of emotion 
over no rubles contributed by some olli- 
eial or other for charitable works and ex- 
pressed the conviction that the revolution 
would really bloom from the moment 
when the possessing classes would follow 
1 he example of the noble honorary — and 
perhuus even Court — Councillor. It is 
these rigorously consistent "Marxists", 
these iuiiexibie 'revolutionists" who now 
edit Lenin and seek to remodel all his- 
tory. They write with assurance on the 
proofs of the minutes of the session of 
November 1: "Throw away the composi- 
tion." That's it precisely: the history 
of the October revolution, "Throw away 
the composition i" Lenin, "Throw away 
tlie composition"! Set up all over again 
the history of Russia for a third of a 
century. Yaroslavsky, author, corrector 
and compositor of the new Stalinist his- 
tory. 

But, alas for Yaroslavsky, there have 
been sonic "leaks" this time too. He 
lias not succeeded in "throwing away 
the composition". It cannot be done 
without making use of living people. The 
proofs, with all the annotations, imme- 
diately made their way into the hands of 
the Opposition. It is not the only docu- 
ment of this type! 

As for the correction of the text we 
ifublish, wo have applied in general and 
on the whole the rules which were used 
also by the editors of the collection of 
the Petrograd minutes mentioned above. 
In cases where the sense of the phrase 
left no doubt, we have corrected the 
grammar or the syntax, taking into ac- 
count the interest of the reader. In 
spite of all the defects of recording, tie 
general procedure of the whole session 
and of the tendencies and groups which 
wore represented there, appears without 
leaving room for any dispute and car- 
ries a conviction which penetrates to the 
very depths of the mind. In publishing 
the present document, we are saving for 
history a liviug portion, not without its 
importance, of the October revolution. 
— Archives of the Opposition. 



LUNATCHAKSKY. 

I would like to have you know my 
impressions about the masses who have 
fought. I have heard with astonishment 
the speech of Vladimir Hitch about Kam- 
enev allegedly not recognizing the social- 
ist revolution. Yet, who is now in 
power? The Bolsheviks: that already 
speaks for itself. Kamenev, as far as I 
know, has not a Menshevik point of 
view. Our influence is growing. The 
masses are coming over to our side. 
The city worker also understands that 
the question of the land is not a matter 
of indifference to him. We adopt as the 
basis for the decree on the land the 
resolution of the Social Revolutionists. 
We introduce it into the program of our 
activity ; we can also introduce it into 
the nomination of the government*. We, 
the Right wing Opposition, have dwelled 
on the necessity of a homogeneous so- 
cialist government. We say : not a single 
place to the Cadets ! 

We have, furthermore, pointed out 
the necessity of workers' eontrol, of the 
regulation of production by the shop and 
factory committees; the other parties 
consent to that. We will oblige every- 
body to admit it. That is what our pro- 
gram consists of, plus the power of the 
Soviets. Does this mean that we aban- 
don the Municipal Dumas? It is our 
people who are seated in them. If the 
Dumas want to take the power, we will 
demolish them. Does that mean that we 
give the Dumas a part of the power? No. 
Simply representation (in the Soviet 
government). And should we really con- 
tinue the civil war because of that? No, 
we shouldn't. To have new elections to 
the Dumas, that is another matter. Here 
it is eight days that we arc in power. 
But we do not kno^ If the decree on 
peace has been brought to the attention J 
of the people? What is the reason for 
it? The technical apparatus, which is 
bourgeois or petty bourgeois. It sabot- 
ages us. If the Municipal Duma demand- 
ed that the principal line of conduct be 
chunged, that would be another matter ; 
but if it only want* representation in 
the power, there is nothing to talk about. 
Only, we will settle nothing. The famine 
will begin. If those who sabotage, that 
is, the technical apparatus, are not with 
us, nobody will know about our agita- 
tion beyond the frontier, and we will 
settle nothing. We can, of course, act 
by means of the terror, but why, towards 
what end? 

We will endeavor to obtain an agree- 
ment, but if they grab us by the hands, 
we are resolute people, capable of resist- 
ing ... At present we must, first of 
all, take possession of the whole appar- 
atus. This means to act by following, 
the line of least resistance and not by 



taking every station by assault. Other- 
wise we will not be able to do anything. 
That is the first etage. .We must take 
possession of the first point In order to 
be able to go forward. Such leaps can- 
not be made. We must pass gradually 
through ail the steps*. We must con- 
solidate our position in the most rapid 
manner. We must put a stop to the 
whole State apparatus and then go for- 
ward. Whoever pulls the cord too tight- 
ly will break it. It will be broken. At 
present the (party) representative in the 
Sailors' Committee says: The majority 
of the sailors are now in such a state 
of mind that they are ready to come to 
Smolny to declare that they are not dis- 
posed to conduct a civil war in order 
that the Bolsheviks should have more 
[lower or less. This exceptional situa- 
tion cannot last long. To drag it out 
is to lose blood, lacking support from the 
technical apparatus. 

1 am surprised at the words pronounc- 
ed by Vladimir Hitch on the subject of 
the parleys with General Kaledin*', be- 
t'ase he would be a genuine force, where- 
as the Mensheviks are not. But this 
unreal force can shift troops from 
the front, provoke a battle under Vin- 
nitsa and not permit the Lettish light in- 
fantry to arrive here. Technically, we 
can do nothing on the positions we have 
occupied. We have begun to love war 
too much, as If we were not workers but 
soldiers, a military party. It Is neces- 
sary to create and we are doing nothing. 
We polemize in the party, and we will 
continue to do it, and there will remain: 
a single dictator***. 

We will not succeed in triumphing by 
arrests, the technical apparatus cannot 
be attacked, it is too big. The people 
reason like this: our program must be 
realized while retaining the arms in the 



* Lunacharsky's idea is the following: 
If the Bolsheviks have introduced into 
their decree on the land the demands of 
the peasants, permeated with a Social 
Revolutionist spirit, the Bolsheviks must 
also share the power with the Social 
Revolutioniste. 



*We have here, from the lips of Luna- 
charsky, the formula which constitutes 
the leit-motif of all Stalin's activity. In 
defending for Germany (1923), China, 
England, the same policy of collabora- 
tlontsm which Lunacharsky defended at 
the end of 1917, Stalin invariably re- 
peated : we must not leap over stages ; 
we must gradually follow each step. 

** Lenin had undoubtedly said: "If it 
were really a question of conducting 
negotiations in order to liquidate the 
civil war, it would be necessary to un- 
dertake them with Kaledin and not with 
the Mensheviks." The official editorial 
board of the Bureau of Party History, as 
its annotation shows, did not at all un- 
derstand this purely Leninist argumenta- 
tion. 

* After these words, applause was 
heard (see further on an indication on 
this point In the speech of Trotsky). It 
appears that during the negotiations on 
the coalition government of the Soviet 
parties, the collaborationists put at the 
top the demadn to "cease" the civil war 
and, to attain that aim, to eliminate 
from the government Lenin and Trotsky. 
At times, they : spoke only of Lenin. The 
Right wingers agreed to this. 



hands of the workers. We can count 
upon that up to a certain point. Never- 
theless, we cannot work at present for 
we have no apparatus. It will not last 
a long time like this. We must show 
that we can build up as realists, and not 
simply say: "Fight, fight", and clear a 
road for ourselves with bayonets; that 
wiil lead to nothing. It is easier to 
eompel people workng badly to do it bet- 
ter than to coerce the idle, to work by 
force. In the face of all these difficulties, 
I consider that it would be desirable to 
reach an agreement. None oE your 
proofs about the Mensheviks can con- 
vince the masses. I know well that It 
is not' possible to work as it Is being 
dime now. It is not possible from the 
principled point of view and also be- 
cause we cannot risk a number of lives. 
Do not give forth to divergences of 
views (they exist already); the masses 
regard that nervously. 

TROTSKY. 

We are told that we are incapable of 
building up. But in that case we should 
quite simply give up the power to those 
who were right in the fight against us. 
But we have already done a great work. 
It is said that wo cannot support our- 
selves upon bayonets. But neither can 
we exist without bayonets. We need the 
bayonets there in order to be able to sit 
here. All the experience we have gone 
through should already teach us some- 
thing. There have been battles in Mos- 
cow; yes, there were serious combats 
there against the Junkers. But In the 
end, they did not submit either 1 to the 
-Mensheviks or to the Vikzhel; the agree- 
ment with the latter will not make the 
struggle against the Junkers' detach- 
ments of the bourgeoisie disappear. No, 
in the future a cruel class struggle will 
continue to be conducted against us. AH 
this petty bourgeois rabble which, for 
the moment, Is in no position to take a 
stand on one side or the other — when it 
wiil know that our power Is strong, it 
will be with us, and with it, the Vikzhel 
Because we crushed Krasnov's Cos- 
sacks under Petersburg, we received a 
mass of telegrams of sympathy the next 
day. The petty bourgeois mass seeks 
the force to which it should submit itself. 
Whoever does not understand that under- 
stands nothing in the world, much less 
the apparatus of the State. Back in 
1871, Karl Marx said that the new class 
cannot simply utilize the old apparatus. 
It has its interests and its customs which 
cause resistance. We must break it and 
renew it ; it is only then that we can 
work. 

If that were not so, if the former Czar- 
ist apparatus suited our new aims, the 
whole revolution would not be worth a 
blown egg. We must create an appar- 
atus which can, in reality, proclaim 
that the general interests of the popular 
masses are higher than the particular 
interests of the apparatus Itself. 

The question of the classes and of 
their struggle has remained purely book 
stuff for many of ouf circles. ,When they 
felt the revolutionary reality, they spoke 
differently (of agreement and not of 
struggle). 

What we are living through at pre- 
sent is one of the deepest social crises. 
At present the proletariat is demolish- 
ing the apparatus of the power and re- 
placing it. Its resistance is a reflection 
of the process ol our growth. No word 
will be able to moderate their hatred 
against us. It Is said that we have the 
same program as they. Give them a few 
seats and that will be all. Then why do 
they help Kaledin if they have the same 
program as we? No, the bourgeoisie is 
against us out of all its class interests. 
What will we accomplish agafnst that 
by an agreement with the Vikzhel people? 
Against us la rising armed violence; how 
shall we beat it? Also by violence. Luna- 
teharsky says that blood is flowing. Then 
what should be done? Perhaps we should 
not have begun? Then recognize that 
the greatest mistake was committed, not 
so much in October but at the end of 
February when the arena of the future 
civil war was opened. 

It is said that an agreement with the 
Vikzhel would help us against Kaledin. 
But why, then, don't they support us if 
they are closer to us? They understand 
that bad as the counter-revolution Is for 
them, it will give more to the upper 
strata of the Vikzhel than the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat. For the moment 
they are preserving a neutrality which 
Is not friendly to us. They are letting 
the shock trooiw and the partisans of 
Krasnov approach. I was personally 
forbidden at the Vikzhel from communica- 
Ing by direct wire with Moscow in order 
to say that our affairs are going well In 
the struggle against Krasnov, because 
that might, so they said, "improve the 
morale there" ; but the Vikzhel people, 
you see, are neutral. To come to an 
understanding is to continue the policy 
of Gotz, of Dan and the others. 

We are told: we have neither cotton 
nor oil, that Is why the agreement Is 
necessary. But I ask for the thousand 
and first time : how can the agreement 
with Gotz and Dan give us oil? 

Why are the Tchernovs against us? 
They protest out of their entirely bour- 
geois psychology. They are not capable 
of applying serious measures against the 
bourgeoisie. They are hostile to us just 
because we are applying brutal measures 
against it. Nobody yet knows what 
rigorous measures we shall still be com- 
pelled to have executed. All that the 
Tchernovs are capable of introducing 
into our' work are hesitations. But in 
the struggle against the enemy, hesita- 
tions will kill our authority in the eyes 
of the masses. 

What does the agreement with Tch- 
( Continued on page 4) 
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We present here the most important 
extracts from Lenin's speech. 



Lenin: Comrades, I was put down as 
principal sjii-iifecL' on Uie list, but you will 
understand that, alter my prolonged ill- 
ness J am not in a position to make a 
lengtlry report. I can only give the in- 
troduction to. some of the more important 
questions. M\ remarks will have to be 
quite brief, t.e theme of -Five Years 
of the Russian [{evolution, and the l'er- 
siiectives of World Revolution" is al- 
together too cm n i ire hen si ve and too hig 
lor one speaker to exhaust in one speech, 
f therefore will pick out only a small 
part of. the subject, namely, the question 
of the New Economic l'olicy. I choose 
solely this small part advisably, in order 
to introduce this matter, which is— at 
least to me— the most important of all, 
because 1 am engaged on it just now 
1 will therefore speak on the subject of 
how we started the New Economic Pol- 
icy and what results we have achieved 
by it, by confining myself to this ques- 
tion 1 hope to he in a position to give 
you a general survey and a general con- 
ception of the subject. 

To begin the story of how we started 
the New Economic l'olicy, I must recall 
to you an article written by me in 1018. 
In that year, in discussing the subject, 
I touched upon the question of how we 
would have to tackle the problem of 
State Capitalism. I wrote then: 

"Compared with the present economic 
policy of the Soviet Republic— i. e. the 
economic situation of that time, State 
Capitalism represents a step forward. If 
we could, for instance, introduce Slate 
Capitalism here in the course of half 
a year, it would be a tremendous success 
and the best guarantee that within a 
year socialism will he strong and in- 
vincible in this country." 

This was said at a time, of course 
when we were much more foolish than 
now, but not so foolish as to be unable 
to tackle such problems. 

In a word, in Wly 1 was of the opin- 
ion that State Capitalism represented a 
step forward in comparison with the 
economic situation of the .Soviet Republic 
at the time. This pounds rather strange, 
and perhaps contradictory, for at that 
time our Republic was a Socialist Rep- 
ublic, at that time we carried out day 
by day, in rapid succession — perhaps in 
far too rapid succession — all kinds of new 
economic measures which we could not 
term otherwise than soeulistic. And yet 
1 declared at that time that State Cap- 
italism would he a step forward com- 
pared with the then prevailing situation 
of the Soviet Republic, I therefore found 
it necessary to illustrate ni£ point by 
enumerating the elements of the economic 
structure of Russia. These elements I 
represented then as follows: (1) A patri- 
archal that is an exceedingly primitive 
system of laud tenure (2j Petty produc. 
lion of commodities. To this group be- 
longed the majority of the peasants who 
deal in grain. (;}) Private capitalism. 
(4) State Capitalism. (u) Socialism. 
All these economic elements were Te- 



p resented in Russia at that time. I 
took -the trouble of explaining the corre- 
lation between these elements, suggest- 
ing that we might perhaps put a high- 
er value on the non-soculist element, 
namely on State Capitalism, than on so- 
cialism. 1 repeal that it sounds rather 
strange to declare a non-socialist ele- 
ment of greater value than socialism in 
a Republic which had declared itself so- 
cialist. Hut it becomes quite conceiv- 
able, it we hear in mind, that the econ- 
omic situation in Russia at that time 
could only by no means be considered 
as uniform and of high standing. On 
the contrary we were quite aware ofc 
the fact that in Russia we had a patri- 
archal system of agriculture, i. e., the 
most primitive form and parallel with it 
a socialist form of agriculture. What part 
was State capitalism to play under those 
circumstances? 1 asked myself again, 
which of these elements predominates. It 
is clear that in a petty bourgeois en- 
vironment the petty bourgeois element 
would bo on top. The question as I put 
it then — it was in connection with special 
discussion that has nothing to do with 
the present question — was this : What is 
our attitude towards State capitalism? 
And I promptly replied : State capitalism, 
although not a socialist form, would be 
more favorable for us and for Russia than 
the present form. What does it mean? 
It means that we do not overestimate the 
basis and structure of socialist economy, 
although we have already accomplished 
the social revolution. Already at that 
time we had, to a certain degree, come 
to the conclusion that it would be better 
for us to establish first State capitalism 
and through it to march on to socialism. 
At all events there was already a 
general and vague idea of the retreat. 
And I believe that also we, as a Com- 
munist International, and not only as a 
country that was and has remained back- 
ward by its economic structure, must 
take that, into consideration, particularly 
the comrades in the advanced countries 
of Western Europe. Just now, for in- 
stance, we are busy with the construc- 
tion of a program. I for one believe 
that it would be the wisest action on 
our part if we discuss all these pro- 
grams in a general way, if we take some- 
thing like a first reading of them and 
have them all printed, but not in order 
to have the programme finally establish- 
ed this year. Why? First of ali, because 
I think that we have hardly examined 
them all. Secondly, because we have as 
yet given almost no consideration to the 
idea of the retreat and malting the 
retreat secure. Yet this is a question 
which merits our utmost attention in 
dealing with so great a change of the 
world as the overthrow of capitalism 
and the building up of the socialist sys- 
tem. It is not enough for us so be mere- 
ly conscious of how we are to assume 
the offensive in order to be victorious. 
In revolutionary times this Is not at all 



difficult. In the course of the revolution j 
there will always he moments when thej 
enemy loses bis head. If we attack him 
at such moments, we may score an easy 
victory. lint such a victory would not 
be decisive, because the enemy after calm 
consideration, after due concentration of 
his forces, etc., may very easily provoke 
us into a premature attack in order to 
throw us back for many years to come. 
I therefore think the idea of the neces- 
sity of preparing for the emergency of 
a retreat to be if supreme importance, 
and that not only from the theoretical 
standpoint. From a practical standpoint 
also all the parties that are contem- 
plating an offensive against capitalism 
hi the near future, should right now think 
of how to make the retreat secure. I 
believe that this lesson, In conjunction 
with all the other lessons of our revolu- 
tion, will surely do us no harm and 
most probably a vast amount of good 
In many instances. 

Having thus emphasized that already 
in 1!>18 we considered State Capitalism 
as a possible way of retreat, I will pass 
to a review the results of our New Eco- 
nomic l'olicy I repeat at that time it 
was still a very vague idea. Yet in 1021, 
after having emerged victoriously from 
the most important stages of the civil 
war, Soviet Russia came face to face with 
a great— I believe the greatest— internal 
political crisis which caused disaffection 
not only of the huge masses of the pea- 
santry, but also of large numbers of 
workers. It was the first, and I hope 
the last, time In the history of Soviet 
Russia that we had the great masses 
of the peasantry arrayed agaust us, not 
consciously, hut instinctively, as a sort 
of political mood. What was the cause 
of this unique, and for us, naturally dis- 
agreeable situation? It was caused by 
the fact that we had gone too far with 
our economic measures, that we had not 
made our base secure, that the masses 
were already sensing what we had not 
yet properly formulated although we had 
to acknowledge it a few weeks after- 
wards: namely that the direct transition 
to pure socialist economy, to pure socia- 
listic distribution of wealth', was far be- 
yond our resources; and that if we could 
not make a successful and timely retreat, 
if we could not confine ourselves to easier 
tasks, we would go under. I believe that 
the crisis set in February, litSl. Already 
in the spring of that year wo unanimously 
resolved — we had no considerable differ- 
ences on that score, — to pass to the New 
Economic Policy. Today, after a lapse 
of a year and a half, at the end of 1022, 
we are in a position to draw compari- 
sons. What are the results. Has the 
retreat benefited and really saved us, or 
has it failed, and the results indefinite. 
This is the principal question I put to 
myself, and I believe lhat this question 
is also of supreme importance to all the 
Communist parties, because if the ans- 
wer should be in the negative, then we 
shall all go tinder. I believe that we can 
in good conscience give the answer to 
the question in the affirmative, namely 
in the sense that in the course of eigh- 
teen months that have elapsed we have 



positively and absolutely demonstrated 
that we ha,ve successfully passed the ex- 
amination. . . . 

Now as to the heavy industries. Here 
I must say that the situation is still dif- 
ficult. Nevertheless some small improve- 
ment has taken place between 1921 and 
11*22. This entitles us to the hope of 
improvement in the near future. The 
means to that end we partly possess 
already. In a capitalist country the im- 
provement of the situation of the heavy 
industries would absolutely necessitate 
(lie borrowing of hundreds of millions 
without which no improvement could be 
thought of. The economic history of 
capitalist countries tells us that the 
upbuilding of heavy industries in a back- 
ward country can be accomplished only 
by means of long-term loans of hundreds 
of millions of dollars or gold roubles. 
So far we have received no loans of this 
kind. All that has been written so far 
about concessions and such like remains 
almost entirely on paiier. Much has been 
written about these things lately, par- 
ticularly about the Crquhart concession. 
Nevertheless it seems to me that our 1 
concession policy is an excellent: one. At 
the -same time it ought to be taken into 
consideration that we have not yet ar- 
ranged for airy real big concession. Hence 
the situation of the heavy industries is 
for our backward country a really very 
difficult question, since we cannot count' 
on any loans from the wealthy states. 
In spite of all this, we see perceptible 
improvement. We ialso find that our 
trading activity has already brought us 
some capital. This also Is of rather 
modest dimensions amounting to no more 
than twenty million gold roubles, but a 
start has been made. Our trading yields 
ns the means which we can apply to 
the upbuilding of the heavy industries. 

At the present moment, however, our 
heavy industries are still in a very dif- 
ficult position. But I believe that we 
can already afford fo spare something 
for this purpose, and this we will con- 
tinue to do even if we have to do it 
frequently at the expense of the popu- 
lation. We must be thrifty now. We 
are endeavouring to cut down State ex- 
penditure by curtailing the machinery of 
the State, As to that I will say a few 
words later on. At all events we must 
diminish StaLe expenditure, and affect 
economy as far as possible. Thus we are 
snving on every thing, even on schools. 
This has to be done, because we know 
that without the saving and reconstruc- 
tion of the heavy industries we cannot 
hope to upbuild any industry, and with- 
out them we cannot hope to exist as a 
self-sustaining country. Tiiis we know 
quite well. The salvation of Russia lies 
not only in a good harvest for her peasan- 
try, nor in the good condition of light 
industries which cater for the require- 
ments of the peasantry, but we need also 
the heavy industries. Rut the recon- 
struction of the heavy industries will 
require the work of many years. 

Heavy industry requires subsidies from 
the State. Unless we have them, then, 
merely as a civilized country (to say 
nothing of a socialist country) we are 



foredoomed to perish. In this matter we 
have now taken the decisive step. We 
have obtained the means requisite for 
putting, heavy industry upon its own 
feet. The sum that we have hitherto 
obtained, is, indeed, less than 20 million 
gold roubles— but we have it; it will be 
definitely applied fo raising the level 
of our heavy industry 

Herein consisted the most important 
question for us, the economic preparation 
of the socialist economy. We could not 
prepare this in direct fashion, but we 
had to do it indirectly. The State capi- 
talism we have established is a peculiar 
form of State Capitalism. It does not 
correspond to the ordinary conception of 
State Capitalism. We have all authority 
in our hands; we have the land, which 
belongs to the state. This is of immense 
importance, although our opponents are 
apt to declare, falsely, that it is of no 
importance at. all. Prom the economic 
outlook, the ownership of the land by 
the State is of great importance; it has 
immense practical significance from the 
economic point of view. We have achiev- 
ed this, and I must emphasize that our 1 
further activities must He within this 
framework. We have already ensured 
that the peasants are satisfied with us, 
and that industry and commerce are on 
the upgrade. 

I have already pointed out that our 
State capitalism is distinguished from 
State capitalism in the literal sense of 
the term, inasmuch as we not only have 
all the land in the hands of the Prole- 
tarian State, but also the important de- 
partments of industry. Above all: while 
we have farmed out a certain amount of 
small-scale and medium-scale industry, 
the rest of the industry remains in our" 
hands. Regarding commerce, I should 
like to insist upon the point that we are 
. endeavoring to establish, and indeed 
have already established, mixed compan- 
ies, that is to say. companies in which 
part of the capital belongs to private 
(foreign) capitalists, while the rest he- 
longs to us. In the first place we learn 
in this way how to carry on commerce 
and retain the possibility of dissolving 
the company whenever we think it neces- 
sary, so that we may be said to incur 
practically no risk. Rut from the priv- 
ate capitalists we are learning, and we 
are seeing how we are to work our 
way upward and what mistakes we are 
making, I think I have said enough 
anent these matters.... 

I have said that we have committed 
a large number of follies. Rut I must 
in this connection say something concern- 
ing our opponents. When these read 
us a lecture, saying: Lenin himself re- 
cognizes that the Bolsheviks have com- 
mitted an enormous number of follies", 
I should like to answer them thus: "Rut 
you ought to know that our follies are 
of an essentially different kind from 
yours. We have just begun to learn, and 
we are learning systematically that we 
arc satisfied with our progress. When 
our opponents, I mean the capitalists and 
the heroes of the 2nd International, in- 
sist, that we have committed follies, I 
should like to make a comparison, mod- 



ifying slightly the words of a celebrated 
Russian writer so as to give them the 
following aspect : When the Bolsheviks 
commit follies, this amounts to saying 
that the Bolsheviks say 2 and 2 equals 
- r ) ; but when our opponents i. e. the capi- 
talists and the heroes of the Second 
International, commit follies, this am- 
ounts to saying that they declare 2 and 
2 equals a wax candle. That is not 
difficult to prove 

Here is another example, an even more 
telling one, that of the Versailles Treaty. 
What have the victorious powers done? 
How can they find any issue for the 
present confusion? I do not think that I 
exaggerate when I repeat that our follies 
are as nothing In comparison with the 
follies committed by the capitalist States, 
the capitalist world, ami the Second In- 
ternational in conjunction. That is why 
I think that the prospects of the world 
revolution (this is a theme upon which 
I propose to touch briefly) are good, and 
in certain conditions are likely to become 
even better. It is upon these conditions 
that I propose to say a few words. 

At the Third Congress of 1921, we ad- 
opted a resolution concerning the orga- 
nisatofy upbuilding of the Communist 
parties, and concerning the method and 
the substance of their work. It was a 
good resolution. Rut the resolution is 
almost exclusively Russian : it was whol- 
ly derived for a study of Russian de- 
velopments. That is the good side of 
the resolution, but it is also the had 
side. It Is the bad side of the resolution 
because hardly any foreigner. (I have 
read the resolution over again before 
efciirfcssing my conviction h I s ***te to 
read it. In the first place, it is too long, 
for It contains 0G or more paragraphs. 
Foreigners are apt to find it impossible 
to read anything of this sort. In the 
next place, even if a foreigner should 
manage to read it through, it is too 
Russian. I do not mean because it was 
written in , the Russian language, ftir 1 
there are excellent translations into the 
various tongues, but because it is per- 
meated with the Russian spirit. Thirdly, 
if by a rare chance a foreigner could un- 
derstand it, he could not possibly carry 
it out. That is the third defect. 

I have talked matters over with some 
of the delegates and I hope that in the 
later course of the Congress 1 shall find 
it possible (not at the Congress itself, 
for in that I am unfortunately not. able 
to participate) to talk matters over in 
full detail with a larger number of dele- 
gates from various lands. My impres- 
sion is that we made a great mistake 
in the matter of this resolution, thereby 
blocking our own advance. 

Let me repeat, it is an excellent reso- 
lution. I myself endorse every one of 
its 50 or more paragraphs. But we did 
not really know what we were about 
when we turned to foreigners with our 
Russian experience. Everything in the 
resolution has remained a dead letter. 
If we fail to understand why, we shall 
make no progress. 

I think the most important for us all, 
Russians and foreigners alike is that 



after 5 years of the Russian revolution, 
we should set ourselves to school. Now 
for the first time we have the possibility 
of learning. 1 do' not know how long 
the capitalist powers will give us the 
opportunity of learning in peace and 
quietude. But we must utilize every 
moment in which we are free from war, 
that we may learn, and learn from the 
bottom up. 

The whole Party, and Russians at 
large, show by their hunger for culture, 
that they are aware of this. The aspira- 
tion for culture proves that our most 
important task consists in this to learn 
and to go on learning. But foreigners 
too, must learn, though not in the sense 
in which we have to learn namely, to 
read, to write, and to understand what 
is read. This is our lack. There is 
much dispute as to whether such things 
belong to proletarian culture or to bour- 
geois culture. 1 leave the question open. 
This much is certain that our first task 
must be to learn reading and writing and 
understanding what is read. In foreign 
lands this is no longer necessary. 

Foreigners need something different. 
They need something higher. First of 
all they have to learn how to understand 
all that we have written about the orga- 
nisatory upbuilding of the iCommunist 
parties, wihch they have subscribed with- 
out reading if, or without understanding 
it. You foreign comrades must make 
this your first duty. This resolution 
must lie carried into effect: these things 
cannot be done between one day and 
the next, it is ^absolutely impossible. 
The resolution is too Russian ; it is a 
reflection of Russian experience ; that is 
why it cannot be understood by foreign- 
ers, and why foreigners are not eon- 
tent to treat this resolution as a miracu- 
lous picture which they are to hang on 
the wall and to pray to. That sort of 
attitude will not help us forward. You 
will have to make a portion of Russian 
experience your' own. How can 11 be 
done. I do not know. Peraps the Fasc- 
ists in Italy will do us a good turn by 
showing the Italians how, after ali, they 
are not so highly cultured that the de- 
velopment of Black Hundreds in Italy has 
become impossible. This may have a 
good effect. We Russians must also look 
for means of explaining to foreigners 
the elements of this reason. Otherwise 
it will be absolutely impossible for them 
to carry it out. 

I am confident that in this sense {we 
have to say, not only for the Russians, 
but for foreigners as well), lhat the 
most important thing for us all in the 
period now opening, is to learn. We 
Russians have to learn in the general 
sense. Yon have to learn in the special 
sense that yon may gain a genuine un- 
derstanding of the organization, struc- 
ture, method, and substance of revolu- 
tionary work. If you do this,-! am con- 
fident that the prospects for the world 
revolution are not merely favourable, 
hut splendid, 

( Loud and Iong-^ontintied applause. 
A general acclamation, "Long Live Com- 
rade Lenin"). 



The Fight in the Party for a Bolshevik 
Government and the Lenin-Trotsky Line 



(Continued from page 3) 
ernov mean? It does not mean: to speak 
frankly with him once and stop there. 
No, it means: to line up according to 
Tchernov. This would he treason for 
which we would all deserve to he shot 
immediately. 

I have heard here with bitterness the 
applause given (Limateharsky) a propos 
of the phrase on the dictatorship of a 
single person. Why, for what reason, do 
they want to decapitate the party by 
removing Lenin, this party which has 
taken possession, of the power in the bat- 
tle where blood was spilled? Miliukov 
was driven from the government, for 
example, but when? When the proletar- 
iat put its foot on the belly of the Cadets, 
And now? Who is walking on our belly? 
Nobody. It is only eight days that, we 
are in power. We establish our tactics 
by basing them on the revolutionary van- 
guard of the masses. We were told in 
defense of collaboration ism that with- 
out it the Baltic fleet will not give the 
smallest, of its vessels. This has not been 
verified. We were frightened with the 
assertion that no worker would march. 
Nevertheless the Red Guard is dying , 
valiantly. No, there is no longer any , 
return to the intermediate policy, to col- , 
laborationism. We will introduce the, 
dictatorship of the proletariat in reality. ! 



We will compel people to work. How 
does it happen that society existed, that 
the masses worked under the former 
terror of the minority? Here, it is no 
longer such a terror, it is the organiza- 
tion of the class violence of the workers 
against the bourgeoisie. 

How do they want to scare us now? 
In the same way that the Mensheviks \ 
and Social Revolutionists sought to 
scare us yesterday. They said that as 
we approach the socialist revolution, we 
shall see ttie Junkers fire, the blood flow, 
the bourgeoisie conspire, the functionar- 
ies sabotage, the army committees resist. 
Naturally ! But all this is what hap- 
pens at the top. If the bourgeoisie was 
with us, there would not be a civil war, 
it is even superfluous to say it. 

The army committees are hated by the 
mass of. the soldiers, but frequently they 
cannot yet do anything against them. I 
Still, in a whole series of units. Rev- 
olutionary Military Committees have been 
elected ; the officers, the old committees, ' 
all the inferior officers have been ar- ' 
rested. That has been effected in about 
one-fourth of the army. To fraternize 
with the army committees would be to 
raise against us the masses of soldiers. 

Luriatcharsky's prejudices are a herit- 



age of the i>etty bourgeois psychology. 
Naturally, that is also, in part, inherent 
in the masses, it is a residue of their 
slavery of yesterday. But if the coun- 
ter-revolution threatens us, the in ass, 
even the backward mass, will take up 
arms. At the base, they are in sueh 
a position that they will come forward 
with arms in hand. It is otherwise with 
the Vlkzhel, the army committees, the 
Social Revolutionists, the Mensheviks 
and other summits. 

Limateharsky says: We must stop 

No, we must clear away in order to go 
•forward. ( When you come out against 
us at the moment of the bitter struggle, 
you are weakening us. An agreement 
with Tchernov would not give us a thing. 
We need organization. That is what we 
fShoUld drive 'for. Tchernov is afraid 
that the people are pressing the bour- 
geoisie too much, that they arc carrying 
off money plundered from it. Tchernov 
is the transmisson lever of the bour- 
geoisie. He will merely weaken us by his 
petty bourgeois hesitations. 

We must say clearly and plainly to 
the workers that it is not a coalition 
with the Mensheviks and others that 
we want to establish, that it is not a 
question of that, but rather of a program 
of action. We already have a coalition : 
with the peasants, with the soldiers who 
are now fighting for the power of the 
Bolsheviks, for the All-Russian Soviet 
Congress has handed the power to a 
well -defined party. Yc-u forget that. 

Should we share the power wifh the 
elements who, already before this, sabot- 
aged the Soviets and who now figHt 
(he power of the proletariat from with- 
out? All those who consent to it forget 
to ask themselves if those with whom 
they want to share the power are cap- 
able of realizing our program. They do 
not speak of this. Are the collaboration- 
ists capable of conducting a policy of 
economic terror? No. If we are incap- 
ble of realizing our program after hav- 
ing taken the power, we should go to 
the soldiers and the workers and acknow- 
ledge that we have failed. But it will 
not do any good to leave in the coalition 
government only a few Bolsheviks. We 
have taken the power, we must also take 
the responsibilities. 

It is proposed to limit the speaking 
time to 15 minutes. 

NOGIN*. 

The question of knowing what revolu- 



* Nogin, old Bolshevik, former textile 
worker, who played a great role in the 
party. Died in 1B2B. 



Hon we have is settled, and we have no 
need to talk about it now fiiat our party 
has. arrived in power. But can it be 
like this, can we shed blood together 
and govern separately? Can we refuse 
the power to the soldiers? The civil war 
will last for years. One can hardly get 
very far with the peasants by support- 
ing himself upon bayonets. Towards 
capitalist industry, that's one thing; but 
another tactic is needed with regard to 
the peasants. 

The word "collaboration" has become 
too repugnant to the comrades. It is 
not a question of collaboration, but of 
resolving the question : how shall we act 
if we repulse all the other parties? The 
Social Revolutionists have quit the So- 
viets after the revolution, the Menshe- 
viks too. But this means that the So- 
viets are going to break down. Such a 
situation, given the complete disorgani- 
zation of the country, will terminate In 
a short time with the failure of our 
party. We should not waste our powder 
and shot. The famine conditions will 
create a favorable terrain for Kaledin 
who is now marching against us. In 
launching the dispatch to the employees 
of the railroads that we intend to de- 
prive them of bread cards, we would 
create the basis for a powerful protest. 

GLKBOV*. 

The situation is serious, not because 
the shock troops are approaching. The 
power is in our hands, we can triumph. 
But there is sabotage which is beginning 
inside the party, as well as an almost 
official split. That must not be. 

The force of sabotage exists in the 
measure that, by our line of conduct, we 
are marching towards an agreement with 
it. As long as I looked for an agree- 
ment, the functionaries ridiculed me ; but 
as soon as I took a resolute road, a lot 
of things were straightened out. From 
the point of view of Posts and Tele- 
graphs, it is already important that they 
have pronounced themselves in our favor 
in their resolution. They must take us 
into account. At Ivanovo-Vozneshensk, 
the proletariat has adopted a resolute de- 
cision. It arrested the sabotagers and 
put them in prison; they came out like 
lambs. We should say to the hesitant 
comrades : "Get out, don't thwart our 
activity ; if not, by hesitating, we shall 
lose everything." 

We are told: "The power will be re- 
sponsible to the parliament." But what 
will this parliament be? Will it not he 
made on the model of the Pre-Psrlia- 



** Gleoov-Avilov, former worker, be- 
longed for a long time to the Vperiod 
(Forward) group; after the October rev- 
olution, People's Commissar of Posts and 
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Opposltott and capitulated with 1L 



ment? No, we are for the Soviets. It is. 
impossible for' it to be otherwise. It 
is not a question of the seats we should 
reserve for the other parties, but that 
they would not apply our policy. There 
is no other way out than to say ; "'Get 
out." 
8LUTSKY. 

The question has been sufficiently il- 
luminated by Trotsky and Lenin. Dur- 
ing the days of June 3-5, when it seem- 
ed that the counter-revolution had beat- 
en ns, In reality it was we who had 
won. The days of the insurrection show- 
ed that we were fused with the masses. 
The peasants and the workers have co- 
hesion. 

But the hammer of the revolution, 
which gave this cohesion to the masses, 
separated from it the Mensheviks, the 
defenders of the fatherland, the Social 
Revolutionists ; we have seen that it was 
the collaborationists who created the 
lack of cohesion. Now that we have 
vanquished, they want to lead us into 
this path of col laborationism. The agree- 
ment with them is the masked road to 
the abandonment of the power. Previous- 
ly, at the helm of the power were the 
parties of the agreement with the bour- 
geoisie; now it is we who are there with- 
out this agreement. The words of com- 
rade Lunafeharsky, asking what harm 
there would be in granting the Municipal 
Dumas fifty seats in the Central Execu- 
tive Committee of the Soviets appear to 
me superfluous. What does this mean, 
to grant fifty seats? It is not to use the 
furniture that we take them. We are 
for the power of the Soviets. Then I 
want to ask : how will the oil flow to 
us through such taps as Kamkov*? How 
will the doors to fertile places open up 
before us, thanks to the Social Revolu- 
tionists? There Is in all this a complete 
lack of principle : why not. sixty seats, 
why not twenty-five or thirty-five? The 
revolutionary mass will not follow this 
appeal. 

BOKY**. 

Conference has been spoken of here 
many times. This name Is too high- 
sounding. It is hard to convoke a gen- 
eral assembly for tomorrow. Let us con- 
voke for tomorrow at seven o'clock, here, 
a meeting of the committee, enlarged to 
the representatives of the wards. 

TROTSKY. 

Before the insurrection, there were in 
our party, in the Central Committee and 
in the broad circles of the party, diver- 
gences of views reaching a considerable 
depth. The same tiling was said, in the 
same terms as today, against the insur- 
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cial Revolutionists. 
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rectiou, because It was supposed not to 
hold out any hope. The old nrguments 
are now reproduced, after the triumph of 
the uprising, hut in favor of the coali- 
tion. It is said that there will he no 
technical apparatus. The darkest colors 
were used to terrify, to prevent the pro- 
letariat from exploiting its success. It 
is true that the apparatus" does not be- 
long to us. It is for this reason that we 
dallied so long with Kerensky's pitiable 
detachments, because we had no techni- 
cal apparatus. Nevertheless, we creat- 
ed one, superb under the given conditions, 
and at present we have triumphed here 
and in Moscow. Petrograd is now guar- 
anteed against any surprises of a mili- 
tary nature. 

I repeat, we cannot draw in the petty 
bourgeoisie except by showing that we 
have In our hands a material fighting 
force. We cannot vanquish the bour- 
geoisie except by beating it. It is a law 
of the class struggle. There lies the 
garantee of our victory. It is only then 
that the Vikzbel people will follow us. 
As much can be said about the other 
technical domains. The apparatus will 
be at our disposal only when It will see 
that we are a force. 

The revolution of the October days 
does not consist in putting the old ap- 
paratus into running condition again. 
Our task is to reconstruct it completely, 
from top to bottom. In order to carry 
into life our proletarian tasks, we need 
an apparatus which is flesh of the flesh 
of our class. We have created one of 
fhis type against Kerensky and Krasnov 
under Petrograd. You cannot base your- 
self upon bayonets, we are told once 
more ; but so that we might discuss here 
with you it was necessary to have bay- 
onets at Tsarskoye Selo. 

All power is violence and not agree- 
ment. Our power Is the violence of the 
majority of the people against the min- 
ority. It is inevitable. It Is the alph- 
abet of Marxism. They did not let me 
communicate to Moscow the news of our 
success by the telegraphic line belong- 
ing to the railroads, and then, they let 
the shock troops pass. They betray us 
at the acutest moment of the struggle ; 
when we have triumphed they propose 
to us to introduce them into the fort- 
ress of the power. 

Proposal : to limit the speaking time to 
10 minutes. 

NOGIN. 

We Bolsheviks iiave already recognized 
that the revolution is ours and not the 
bourgeoisie's. However, we did not 
triumph alone, but together with the 
peasants. There is why what we suc- 
ceed in getting thanks to the blood of 
the workers and the soldiers, the power, 
should be their common weal. Our party 
should be the most disciplined. 

The session Is adjourned. 
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The session opens at 2 :3a P. M. Trot- 
sky Is alone at the presiding table. 
DECLARATION OF TROTSKY 

In the name of the Revolutionary 
Military Committee, I declare: the Pro. 
visional Government la no longer. (Ap- 
plause). Ministers have been arrested. 
(Hurrahs!). The others will be arrest- 
ed in a few days or a few hours. (Ap- 
plause ) . The revolutionary garrison, 
which is at the disposal of the R. M, C, 
has dissolved the meeting of the Pre- 
liminary Parliament). (Loud applause, 
cries of: "Long live the R. M. C.i") 

We were told that the uprising of the 
garrison at this time would provoke a 
massacre and drown the revolution In 
torrents of blood. Up to the present mo- 
ment no blood lias been spilled. We do 
not know of a single victim. In nil hls- 
tory I do not know of a single example 
of a revolutionary movement where such 
vast masses have taken part and which 
was accomplished without the spilling of 
blood. 

The power of the Provisional Govern- 
ment presided over by Kerensky was a 
corpse and awaited only the sweey of 
broom of history to throw it out of ex- 
istence. 

We must underline the heroism and ab- 
negation of the soldiers and workers'of 
Petrograd. We stayed awake ail through 
the night here at the telephone observing 
how the detachments of the revolutionary 
soldiers and workers accompllsed their 
task noiselessly. The Inhabitants slept 
peacefully and did not know that at this 
moment a new power was being substitut- 
ed for the old. 

The railroad stations, the post-office, 
the telegraph- the Petrograd Telegraphic 
Agency, the State Bank, are occupied. 
(Loud Applause). 

The Winter Palace has not yet been 
taken, but its fate will be decided in a 
few minutes. 

The Soviet of Workers' and Soldiers' 
Deputes of Petrograd may well be proud 
of the soldiers and workers who sup- 
port it, whom it has led to the battle and 
to the glorious victory. 

The characteristic of bourgeois and 
semi- bourgeois governments is to deceive 
the people. We are going — we, the So- 
viets of Workers', Soldiers' and Pea- 
sants' ■Deputies — to undertake a unique 
experience in history, to found a govern- 
ment which has no other aim than to 
satisfy the needs of the soldiers, the 
workers and the peasants. 

The state must become the instrument 
of the masses in the struggle for their 
liberation from all servitude. 

The work cannot he done without the 
Influence of the Soviets. The t>est re- 
presentatives of bourgeois science will 
understand that the conditions treated by 
the Soviets of W. S. and P. Deputies are 
the best conditions for their labors. 

It is necessary to establish a control 
over production. The peasants, the work- 
ers and the soldiers must feel that the 
national domain is their domain. 

This is the essential principle for the 
establishment of the power. 

The institution of an obligatory labor 
service is one of the first tasks of the 
revolutionary government. 

Trotsky announces that on the order 
of the day are still the report of the 
R. M. G. and the report on the duties of 
the Soviet government. On the second 
question, comrade Lenin will be the re- 
porter. (Thunderous applause.) 

Comrade Trotsky communicates that 
the political offenders are liberated, and 
that many o£ them are already fulfilling 
the functions of revolutionary commis- 
sars. 

Comrade Zinoviev, declares comrade 
Trotsky, wlil agan be the host of the 
Petrograd Sovet at this session. 

In the name of the Petrograd Soviet 



Meeting of Petrograd Soviet 
The Day After the Insurrection 



a circular telegram has been sent to iu- 
foi-m Russia of the real state of affairs. 

To the active army forces have been 
sent radiograms announcing tiie fall of 
the old power and the imminent forma- 
tion of a new power. The first acts of 
the new power should be : the immediate 
armistice on every front; the handing 
over of the land to the peasants; the 
speediest possible convocation of a genu- 
inely democratic Constituent. 

The residences of the presiding: mini- 
ster, Kerensky, is unknown, but we be- 
lieve that it wiii soon be known to ail. 

To the question: whit l is the allilndi- 
of the front in fuse of the events, Trot- 
sky replies : 

We have sent our telegrams. There 
has not yet been a reply. Hut we have 
frequently heard here the representa- 
tives of the front who reproached us for 1 
not yet having undertaken decisive ac- 
tion. 

At this point, Lenin enters the hall. 
The assembly acclaims bin: noisily. 
Trotsky continues : 

In our midst is Vladimir Hitch Lerin 
who, as a result of circumstances, was 
unable to appear among us until now. 
Trotsky characterizes the role of Lenin 
in the history of the revolutionary move- 
ment in Russia and shouts ; 

"Long live comrade Lenin who has 
returned to us !" 

The assembly gives a new and lengthy 
ovation to Lenin. 

LENIN'S SPEECH 

Comrades, the revolution of the work- 
ers and peasants, the need for which 
the Bolsheviks proclaimed incessantly, 
has been accomplished ! 

What does it signify, this revolution of 
the workers and peasants? Above all, 
this revolution gives tis a Soviet govern- 
ment, our own organ of power without 
the slightest particiiiation of the bour- 
geoisie. The oppressed masses them- 
selves will constitute the power. The oid 
apparatus will be shattered to its founda- 
tions, and a new administrative appar- 
atus will be founded under the form 
of Soviet organisations. 

A new era is opening up In the his- 
tory of Russia, and this third Russian 
revolution must lead in its development 
to the triumph of socialism. 

One of our first tasks is the need of 
putting an immediate end to the war. 
But in order to end this war, intimately 
bound up with the whole capitalist re- 
gime, it is necessary— that is clear to all 
of us — to vanquish capital itself. 

By that we will aid the world labor 
movement which is ajlready beginning 
to develop in Italy, in England and in 
Germany. 

The equitable and immediate peace 
which we shall offer to the internation- 
al democracy, will everywhere find a 
hearty echo in the masses of the inter- 
national proletariat. In order to con- 



solidate this confidence of the proletariat, 
it is necessary immediately to publish 
all the secret treaties. 

In Russia, a large section of the pea- 
sants said to themselves: enough play- 
ing with the capitalists, we will march 
with the workers. We will gain the con- 
fidence of the peasants by a decree 
which wiii abolish landed property of 
the gentry. The peasants will understand 
that their only salvation lies in the alli- 
ance with the workers. 

We are going to institute an effective 
workers' control of production. 

Now you have learned how to work to- 
gether; the revolution which has ust 
taken phicc is witness f that. We have 
this force of the organization of the 
iiiiiise which wil! vanquish everything, 
and which will lend the proletariat to 
the wi>rkl involution. 

In liusshi we must set about immedi- 
ately with Ihe construction of a social- 
ist proletarian state. 

Louu' live the world socialist revolu- 
lin. (Loud applause. j 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

The assembly decides not to open up 



the discussion on the report of Lenin 
The members of the R. M. C. being en 
gaged, the information report is post- 
poned. Trotsky reappars at the tribune. 

DECLARATION BY TROTSKY 

One of the immediate 'tasks of the H. 
M, C. is the dispatch of a delegation to 
the front to inform it of the revolution 
which has just taken place in Petro- 
grad. 

The Petrograd Soviet must choose from 
its midst commissars to be sent to the 
front. The R. M. 0., its members, can- 
not make a report because they are en- 
gaged in urgent work. I can tell you 
that a telegram has been received an- 
nouncing that the troops from the front 
are advancing in the direction of Petro- 
grad. The dispatch of commissars is in- 
dispensable, it would be a crime on our 
part not to send revolutionary commis- 
sars throughout the country to explain to 
the masses of tile people the revolutions 
(A few voices: i'ou are anticipating the 
decision of the All-Russian Congress of 
Soviets). The will of the All-Russian 
Congress of the Soviets lias been antei- 
pated by the resounding fact of the up- 
rising of the workers and soldiers of 
Petrograd which took place last night. 
There now remains for us only to devel- 
op our victory. 



Greetings to the Militant 



Spartacus Youth Club of New York 
We greet the Fifteenth Anniversary of 
tile victorious Russian Revolution and 
the Fourth Anniversary of the Militant. 

FROM BRANCHES, ETC. 

Kansas City Branch 
Boston Branch 

St. Louis Branch 

Newark Branch 

Minneapolis Branch .. 

New Haven Branch 
The members of the New Haven Branch 
of the Communist League of Ameriea 
(Opposition) greet the Militant on its 
fourth anniversary, hoping that it will 
continue the tight for tJie Marxist-Lenin. 
ist principles In the Comintern. 

S. Gendelman, Secy. 
O. Duell, Treasurer. 



Left Shift in German Vote 



(Continued from page 1) 
The dissatisfaction of the socialist 
rttnkh is deep and widespread. It (is 
lightng against that organized inertia 
and conservatism induced by decades of 
steady growth of the party and its in- 
slilulions, and their integration with the 
apparatus of the ruling class— a dead- 
weight force which has proved to be 
sciolism- than many of us ever 1 com- 
cehed it could be. The Stalinist theory 
of "'social-Fascism", the adornment of 
the party's platform and iiolicies with 
nationalist finery borrowed from Hitler, 
ism, have served to strengthen the hand 
of the social democratic leadership— 
from tile Left. The hundreds of thou-, 
sands of socialist leaders who are deep- 
ly discontented with their own leaders, 
tire still dubious, to put it mildly, about 
the Stalinist leadership of the Com- 
munist party. 

This explains, essentially, why they 
protest against their leaders and express 
their sympathy for the revolution by 
castiny such a large vote for the Com- 
munists; while, at the same time, they 
express their doubts or distrust concern- 
ing the Communist party's policy by re- 
fraining from joining the party or even 
from following its <-;ills for extra-par- 
. iiamenlary action under the C. P. banner 
! alone, that is, from following it on the 
"»iy decisive field. 

The Communist Vot« 
| Tilt 1 increase in the Communist vote is 
a source of great jublation for every 
! class conscious militant, and above all 
i for the Left Opposition position, whose 
' cause is advanced by every advance of 
! the movement. But between jubilation 



The Government Is Deposed 1 

(The following historical announce- i'etrogiad Revolutions ry Military Com. 



mi t tee. in the streets of the city during 
the early hours' of (his afternoon.) 



ment was printed as a leaflet and posted, 
or thrown from the automobiles of the 

"THE GOVERNMENT IS DEPOSED" 
TIms Provisional Government is deposed. The power lias passed into the 
hands of the Revolutionary Military Committee, organ of the Petrograd Soviet, 
which is at the head of the proletariat ami the garrison of Petrograd. 

Tlte cause for which the people have foiurht: immediate offer of 11. democratic 
peace, the abolition of the ownership of the land of .the big landlords, workers' 
control of production, the creation of a Soviet power — the triumph of this case 
is guaranteed. Long live the revolution of Ihe workers, soldiers and peasants! 
Th -Revolutionary Military Committee of the Soviet of Workers' 
and Soldiers" Deputies of Petrourail. 
Petrograd, October !>."> (November 7), 10 A. M. 



JAPAN 

Its Rise from Feudalism to Capitalist Imperialism 

and the Development of the Proletariat 
By Jack Weber 



The absolute and continuous control 
of governmental power by the military 
oligarchy, and the geographic position 
occupied by Japan in the backward East, 
have permitted unhampered sway to the 
policy of Japanese imperialism. This 
policy presents an intense singleness of 
purpose throughout the era of capitalist 
economy. The latent conflict between 
capitalists and feudal landed aristocracy 
(that migiit have "disturbed" Japan) for 
ultimate supremacy, long since liquidated 
In the more advanced capitalist coun- 
tries in favor of industrialism, has not 
yet reached the point of open conflict, 
although the economic bases for this 
conflict are already present (high land 
rent and dear food as against the capi- 
talist need of cheap labor). Hence the 
ruling elasses act in complete harmony 
in foreign policy ; government, banks, in. 
dust ria lists, business men give their 
fullest cooperation in the process of ex- 
pansion and penetration, "peaceful" or 
militant. 
The Tanaka Document 

The ultimate aims and the methods of 
the expansionist policy are given sin- 
gularly candid if not laudable expres- 
sion In the notorious Tanaka document. 
These aims, like those of the other im- 
perialist powers, are based on the need 
for markets, for sources of raw mater- 
ial, and on military considerations of de- 
fense and offense. For military purposes 
Japan is completely dependent on keep- 
ing the road to China open as she de- 
pends on China for foodstuffs, oil, coal, 
iron and steel. Modern warfare is fought 
in the factories at home, a fact em- 
phasized by the statistics of the last 
years of the campaign on the Western 



spent for every German destroyed or per- 
manently disabled. Jaiutnese militarism 
feels lost without a firm base in China. 
Furthermore Japan exports SO p. c. of 
her entire production of manufactured 
goods, six times the percentage exported 
by the li. S. Says Tanaka: "When we 
remember that the Chinese are our only 
purchasers, we must fear that day when 
China unites and her industry begins to 
flourish— -We must from now onwards 
pursue our own military ends and seize 
the heart of Manchuria and Mongolia bj 
divers ways, in order to be able on the 
one hapd to destroy the military, 
political and economical development of 
China — — ". 
The Formula of Conquest 

The Japanese rulers learned more 
quickly than anything else from the 
West the cunning methods of imperialism. 
A generation after the forcing of extra- 
territoriality on Japan by the Powers, 
she in turn, even while protesting against 
this same extra-territoriality at home, 
forced Korea to grant extra-territoriality 
to tiie Jap. The Japs protest violently 
against the closing of the door to .Tap im- 
migration by the II. S. in 1921, but Japan 
lias consistently shut out the Chinese 
from free entry to Japan for exactly the 
same reason avowed by II. S. capitalism, 
protection of the standard of living. But 
above all Japan learned the formula of 
imperialist expansion in backward re- 
gions. In 1875 France "recognized" the 
independence of Aunam from China. 
Following this in the same year Japan 
granted Korea ''recognition". In both 
eases China refused to grant such re. 
cognition but she was coerced into ac- 
ceptance of the faits accomplis in 1885 



Front when one ton of ammunition was when Annam became a ''protectorate" 



and Korea became "neutral" due to Rus- 
sian opposition to Japan. In 1SW3 Baron 
Koimmi, .Minister tor Foreign Affairs, 
warned O.arist Itussia in a secret note: 
-This unconditional and permanent oc- 
cupation of Manchuria by Russia would 
create a state of things prejudicial to the 
security and interests of Japan. . .if Itus- 
sia were established uii the llank of 
Korea.i t would be a constant menace to 
the separate existence of that empire, or 
at least would make Itussia the domin- 
ant power in Korea. Korea is an im- 
portant outpost in Japan's line of de- 
fense.' 1 in the Russo-Japanese War that 
followed this warning, Japan establish- 
ed complete hegemony ovr the Sea of 
Japan, making it an inland sea, impreg- 
nable from attack by sea. 

The military oligarchy has learned at 
home how to control government through 
a puppet emperor and this same method 
has become the formula of Japanese Im- 
perialism. In KoKrea ten Crown Prince 
of Korea became the puppet with actual 
powers in the hands of an '-adviser", or 
governor-general. Complete control of 
linunce, foreign affairs, concessions and 
foreign commerce was taken over by the 
Japs. Diplomatic matters were transfer- 
red completely to Tokyo, pressure being 
successfully applied to cause the with- 
drawal from Seoul of the various mini- 
sters, the first to go being that of the 
l'. S. In 1910 Korea was finally annex- 
ed formally to Japan. Precisely the 
same formula is now being applied to 
.Manchuria. 

Japan and China 

Japan's aggressions in China followed 
a plan based on recognition that China 
run not be subdued and forced into colo- 
nial status simply by military conquest. 
Tiie plan had the twofold aim of secur- 
ing control of China's trade outlets and 
of gradually seizing the strategic cities 
and tiie railroads for final military con- 
quest. Jai>au everywhere placed herself 
between the ports seized by the Euro- 
peans and the ocean, so as to "starve" 
these ports. ...In 1915 Japan presented 
the infamous 21 demands to .China, great 
emphasis being placed in these demands 



and the maudlin Intoxcation of the 
self -satis tied official, reveling in a trough 
of ballots, lies a gap that canont be 
brdged. The parliamentary .Vlqtciry -off 
the party in Germany is being trumpet- 
ed about by the Stalinists as a vindication 
of the "line" which nothing can vindi- 
cate. This "line" which failed to bring 
to the streets of struggle a single im- 
portant group of workers in 'response to 
the genera! strike call issued three 
months ago by the party to protest 
against the coup ,d'Etat of von Papen, 
the "line" which has resulted in the vir- 
tually complete isolation of the Com- 
munists in the trade union movement 
in Germany; the "line" which has failed 
to produce a national, organized mass 
movement of resistance to Fascism or to 
the von Paiien regime, a movement of 
workers' councils or shop committees or 
labor cartels or any similar movement 
that might constitute the nucleus for a 
workers' power ; the "line" which has 
left the social democratic hierarchy with 
millions of workers still in its ranks and 
following — however sullenly — its leader- 
ship, despite the presence (for how many 
years now, according to the StallniEt an- 
alyses?) of the '-stormy revolutionary 
upsurge" — this "line" is now supposed 
to have received its incontestable con- 
firmation by a gain of 700,000 votes in 
an election! If this is not parliament- 
ary cretinism, what significance has the 
term ? 

The two-for-a-cent scribes of the 
Daily Worker and the Freiheit roar with 
vicarious pride over the party's gains in 
Germany as if the loss of two million 
Fascist votes and almost a million so- 
cialist votes, has settled the whole pro- 
blem. And what about the Bonapartiat 
regime of the von Papen-von Hindenbnrg 
camarilla? This little "trifle" emerges 
from the whole ineffectual bailotting 
farce— still master of the situation! 
More definitely than three months ago, 
this election has eliminated the possi- 
bility of a Reichstag government. Only 
a Hitler-Centrist-Nationalist combination 
could produce a working majority — and 
Unit combination is too fantastic for any 
practical political possibility. The an to. 
ci'utie regime of presidential decree Is to 
continue in power, with a Reichstag sus- 
pended helplessly in mid-air, and a pro- 
letariat still too crippled by disunity to 
offer any effective resistance. 



on control of railroads. Among the 
secret clauses of the 21 demands, meant 
to place China in the early position of 
Korea, were that the Chinese government 
should employ "influential Jap advisers" 
in political, financial and military af- 
fairs; that Japanese hospitals, temples 
and schools in China should be granted 
the right to own land (no foreigner Is 
allowed to own land in Japan except 
through a Japanese corporation) ; that 
the i>olice departments of various cities 
be "jointly" administered with Japs; that 
China must purchase 50 p. c. of her 
munitions from a Japanese arsenal to 
be established in China ; that Japan be 
given first right to make all loans. In 
1918 Premier Terauehi proposed that 
China issue gold notes on the strength 
of gold held in Japan. The Japanese 
aim in all her relations with China Is 
clear ; to make China he* colony, to 
hinder Chinese development until she 
does fail into the hands of Japanese 
militarism. 

Meantime Japan encroaches on the 
material resources she requires in China, 
particularly the coal and iron mines. By 
a loan made in 1899 to the Hanyang 
Iron Works, Japan obtained payment in 
ore from Tayeh on the Yangtze and coal 
from Pinghslang. This arrangement, in- 
volving practically the entire output of 
these mines, has been a constant source 
of conflict due to Japan's use of it to 
binder the growth of the Hanyeh Ping 
Co. In January 1928 the Japs prevented 
the Nationalists from seizing this com- 
pany. Again In 1029 Hupeh Province 
was forced to relinquish this company, 
one of the largest iron and steel com- 
panies in China. 

Japan has over one and one quarter 
billion dollars invested in Chinese rail- 
roads, warehouses, banks, spinning and 
weaving plants, mining companies. This 
investment is used for imperialist pur. 
poses, but it is at the same time the 
effort of Japanese capitalists to utilize 
the cheaper Chinese labor, the nearness 
to raw materials, the closeness to the 
market, and the avoidance of Chinese 
tariffs. 



For this state of affairs — so much 
more real and concrete than a shifting 
of the parliamentary figures— the Com- 
munist party, that is, its Stalinist lead- 
ership, is essentially responsible. Not 
the social democratic leaders, for to ex- 
pect anything from them except treach- 
ery would be equivalent to expecting 
from Hitler anything except fire and 
sword. But from the Communist party, 
tiie proletariat has a right to expect a 
course different from the one now bu- 
reaucrat ieally foisted upon it. 

The Bona partis t regime of the Junk- 
ers weighs down murderously upon the 
German proletariat, which is still faced 
with the even more bestal menace of 
the Fascist power for which von Papen 
may yet make room. The situation can 
be met decisively only if the German 
Communists seize the initiative still at 
their disposal to forge an invincible 
weapon in the form of a real united 
front of the revolutionary and reformist 
workers, which will not only smash the 
Fascist and Bouapartist dangers but 
also open the road to the proletarian 
march to power. 

The intoxication with the momentary 
electoral victory of the Communists will 
fade tomorrow in the cold light of the 
party's inability to mobilize the million- 
masses on the extra -parliamentary bat- 
tlefield, that is, with its present policy. 
With It, as we have indicated above, may 
also fade the matchless chance which 
German Bolshevism still has to develop 
a general revolutionary situation until 
it is possible to conduct a successful 
struggle for power. More than once in 
the oast has th ef ore lock of opportunity 
been allowed to escape unnoticed In Ger- 
many. It is yet too early to say with 
certainty, but it should be borne in mind 
that what we are witnessing today In 
that country may prove to have been 
just that sort of situation which, uuless 
grasped boldly and in time, sets back 
the proletarian party for another epoch. 

— S-n. 



South Africans Ban 
Trotsky China Book 

The sun never sets upon the British 
Kmpire, nor, apparently, upon the sup- 
pression or prohibition of the worka of 
comrade Trotsky. Following the example 
set by their Canadian partners in the 
great bandits' enterprise known as the 
British Empire, the customs authorities 
of the Union of South Africa have just 
prohibited the entry of "The Problems 
of the Chinese Revolution" by Leon 
Trotsky, recently published here by the 
Pioneer Publishers. The bundle of copies 
sent to a dealer in Cape Town were con- 
fiscated. The oificial letter of notifica- 
tion read's as follows : 

Z. 14. 
In antwoord geliewe te refereer na 
In reply please quote 
No. 372 
1,'nie Van Suid-Africa — Union of 

South Africa 
Kantoor van die — Office of the 
Collector of Customs and Excise, 
P. O. Bos G. Cape Town. 
24th August 1932. 
Mr. Manuel Lopes, 
152 Longmarket Street 
Cape Towu. 

One Packet Containing Books 
Sir, 

I am advsed by the Commissioner of 
Customs and Excise that three books en- 
titled "Problems of the Chinese Revolu- 
tion" contained in a packet addressed 
to you Is regarded an objectionable with- 
in the meaning of Section 23 (c) of Act 
9 of 1913 and are seized as forfeited un- 
der Section 25 of that Act. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 
Your obedient Servant. 
(Signature) 
Collector of Customs and Excise. 



The dissemination of the ideas of the 
Left Opposition in South Africa will un- 
doubtedly be rendered more difficult by 
the arbitrary act of the white ruling 
class there in prohibiting entry to com- 
rade Trotsky's work. But these futile 
police measures will not halt our pro- 
gress. In spite of the difficulties, even 
the remote parts of the world are echoing 
the march of otti- movement. The recent 
adherence to the banner of the Left Op- 
position of a large group of native Negro 
revolutionists is testimony which the 
governmental martinets of British Im- 
perialism may well ponder. 



Chicago Branch 
Hail the 4 Year of the life of the Mili- 
tant, the only Bolshevik paper in the 
English language. We promise to help 
build it into a mighty organ of revolu- 
tion in America. J. Giganti, Org.-Secy. 
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Soviet Economy in Danger 



(Continued, from page 1) | 

S. B., as plain, us homogeneous find as 
Comforting us possible. Whoever dis- 
turbs this picture is none other than 
an enemy and a counter-revolutionist. 

A crude "and detrimental idealization 
of the transitional regime has particu- 
larly intr*ncheu. itself in the interna- 
tional Communist press during the last 
two years, i. i:. during that period in 
which the co.iti.idictiona and dispropor- 
tions of Soviet economy have already 
found their way into the pages of the 
official Soviet press. 

There is nothing so precarious as sym- 
pathies that are based on legends and 
fiction. There is no depending or. ptiopie 
who require fabrications for their sym- 
pathies. The impending crisis ol So- 
viet economy will inevitably, and within 
t':'i rather near future, crumple the sug- 
ary legend, and, we have no reason to 
doubt will scatter many dead, beat 
fuer.ds into the bypaths of iadiff evened, 
if iit-i of enmity. 

Wl.at is much worse and much more 
seriou« is that .the Soviet crisis will 
cfilt'ii the European workers, and ijliiefly 
the Communists, utterly unprepared, and 
render them receptive to social democra- 
tic criticism, which is absolutely inimical 
to the Soviets and to socialism. 

In this question, as in all others, the 
proletarian revolution requires the truth, 
and only the truth. Within the scope 
of this brief pamphlet, I have deemed It 
necessary to present in all their acute- 
ness the contradictions of Soviet econ- 
omy, the incompleteness and the pre- 
cariousness of many of its conquests, the 
coarse errors of the leadership and the 
dangers that stand in the path of social- 
Ism. Let our petty bourgeois friends 
lavishly apply their pink and baby-blua 
colorations. We deem it more correct to 
mark with a heavy black line the weak 
and indefensible points whence the en. 
emy threatens to break through. The 
clamor about our enmity to the Soviet 
Union is so absurd as to bear within it- 
self its own antidote. The nearest fu- 
ture will bring with it a new confirma- 
tion of our correctness. The Left Op- 
position teaches the workers to foresee 
dangers and not to lose themselves when 
they impend. 

He who accepts the proletarian revolu- 
tion not otherwise than with all the 
conveniences and life-long guarantees 
cannot continue on the road with us. We 
accept the workers' state as it is and 
we assert, "This is our state." Despite 
its heritage of backwardness, despite 
starvation and sluggishness, despite the 
bureaucratic mistakes and even abomina- 



tions, the workers of the entire world 
must defend tooth and nail their future 
socialist fatherland which is within this 
state. ' 

First and foremost we serve the Soviet 
republic in that we tell the workers the 
truth about it and thereby teach them to 
lay the road for a better future. 
Frinkipo. October 22, 1932. 
♦ ♦ ♦ 
The Art of Planning 

The prerequisites for socialist planning 
were lirst laid by the October overturn 
and by the fundamental laws of the So- 
viet state. In the course of a number 
of. years state organs of centralized man- 
agement of economy were created and 
put in operation. Great creative work 
was performed. What was destroyed by 
the imperialist and the civil war has 
been re-established. New grandiose en- 
terprises were created, new industries, 
entire branches of industry. The capac- 
ity of the proletariat organized into a 
state to direct economy by new methods 
and to create material values in tempos 
unheard of hitherto has been demonstrat- 
ed in actuality. All this was achieved 
against the background of decaying 
world capitalism. Socialism, as -a sys-j 
turn, for the first time demonstrated its 
title to historic victory not on the pages 
of "Das Kapital" but by the praxis of 
hydroelectric plants and blast-furnaces. 
.Marx, it goes without saying, would have 
preferred this method of demonstration. 

However, light-mnded assertions to the 
effect that the TJ. S. S. It. has already 
entered into socialism are criminal. The 
achievements are great. But there still 
remains a very long and arduous road 
to the factual victory over economic an- 
archy, to the surmounting of dispropor- 
tions, to the guarantee of the harmonious 
character of economic life. 

Even though the first Five Year Plan 
took into consideration all possible an- 
gles, by the very nature of things it 
could not be anything but a first and a 
rough hypothesis, doomed beforehand to 
fundamental reconstruction in the pro- 
cess of the work. It is impossible to 
create a priori a complete system of eco- 
nomic harmony. The planning hypothesis 
could not but include old disproportions 
and the inevitability of the development 
of new ones. Centralized management 
implies not only great advantages but 
also the danger of centralizing the mis- 
takes, i. e., of elevating them to an ex- 
cessively high degree. Only continuous 
regulation of the plan in the process of 
its fulfillment, its reconstruction in part 
and as a whole, can guarantee its econ- 
omic effectiveness. 



The art of socialist planning does not 
drop from heaven nor is it presented full- 
blown into one's hands with the conquest 
of power. This art may be attained only 
by struggle, etep by step, not by units 
but by millions as an integral part of 
the new economy and culture. There is 
nothing either- astonishing or disheart- 
ening in the fact that at the 15th anni- 
versary of the October revolution the 
art of economic management still remains 
on a very low plane. The newspaper, 
For the Industrialization deems it possible 
to announce, "Our operative planning has 
neither hands nor feet" (September 12, 
1932). And in the meantime, the crux 
of the matter is precisely in operative 
planning. 

We have stressed more than once that, 
■'under incorrect planning or, what Is 
more important, under' incorrect regula- 
tion of the plan in the process of its 
fulfillment, a crisis may develop toward 
the very end of the Five Year Plan and 
may create insurmountable difficulties 
for the utilization and development of 
its indubitable successes" (Bulletin of 
the Opposition, No. 23, July 15, 1931). 
It is precisely for this reason that we 
considered the hasty and purely fortuit- 
ous "translation of the Five Year Plan 
into four years was an act of lightminded 
adventurism" (idem). Both our fears 
and our warnings have been unfortunate- 
ly fully confirmed. 

The Preliminary Totals of the 
Five Year Plau 
At the present moment there cannot 
even be a discussion about the actual com- 
pletion of the Five Year Plan in four 
years (or more exactly, four years and 
three months), lite most frantic lash- 
ing and spurring ahead in the course 
of the filial two months will have no ef- 
fect any longer on the general totals. It 
is us yet impossible to determine the ac- 
tual percentage, i. e., measured in terms 
of economy— of the fulfillment of the 
preliminary program. The data publish- 
ed in the press take on more a formally 
statistical than an exact economical char- 
acter. Should the construction of a new 
plant be accomplished up to 00 percent 
of its completion and then the work be 
stopped because of the obvious lack of 
raw material, then from a formally 
statistical viewpoint one may enter the 
plan as fulfilled 90 percent. But from 
the point of view of economy the ex- 
iwnses accrued must simply be entered 
under the column of losses. The balance 
sheet of the actual effectiveness (the 
useful functioning) of plants constructed 
or in the process of construction, from 
the viewpoint of the national economic 
balance, still belongs entirely to the fu- 
ture. 

(To be continued) 

— L. TROTSKY. 
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Four Years of the Existence of The Militant 



(Continued from page 1) 
pride in the accomplishments. The 
iililitant reflects today an organization 
email in numbers but functioning ac- 
tively in the endeavor to attain a Marx- 
ian plau orai not only by theoretical dis- 
cussion but also in the realities of the 
life of the class struggle. 

Some Trade L'nion Experiences 

We have mentioned our organizational 
growth, yet it is such experiences as 
those recorded in the Illinois mine field 
which begin to indicate both substance 
and form to our organization. We do 
not at all boast of control of the move- 
ment there or any section of it — a con- 
tention which we are repeatedly accused 
of by the scribes of the official Lewis- 
Walker organ and which they so hypo- 
critically curse as a shield under which 
to continue their nefarious schemes of 
regaining control in the only sense under- 
stood by them— in the sense of autocratic 
domination. We did not contest the 
official party for control. Hut we did 
contest it in the struggle for correct 
policies and i£ anything then more de- 
finitely so do we in this sense contest 
the reactionary forces at work within 
the new union. ,We have in the past, 
we do today, and we will continue to- 
morrow, to counterpoise our views to 
theirs and will seek further, on the basis 
of practical experiences, to convince the 
miners that they should follow these 
views. 

In this sense we have achievements to 
record which will multiply in the future 
because they indicate already today cer- 
tain substantial proofs of the correctness 
of our views. This is first of all meas- 
ured by the actual results. And here we 
can definitely record tho fact that the 
only force fighting directly for a Left 
wing union position at the Gillespie 
convention were those delegates who 
supported the views of the Left Oppsoi- 
tion. They had earned the right to do 
so by their past record of struggle and 
by their leadership given to tne strike. 
Numerically this force represented only 
four actual delegates. Thus it will be 
seen that our beginning is modest from 
the point of view of numbers but signifi- 
cant in political content. 

The Working Class Orientation 

Proceeding from this the important 
question occurs as to what it signifies 
for the future. The Leftward orienta- 
tion within the working class ranks 
flows today in two main directions. It 
is away from the capitalist ideology and 
toward both the Communist and the so- 
the latter has so far gained the most 

It is well to remember the definite 
contrast between the two. Communism 
is based upon the proletarian revolution 
and struggle to achieve this goal. Re- 
formism has no such objective and there- 
fore lands in the position of avoidance 
of actual and serious struggle. Within 
the Communist movement contradictions 
from false policies come quicker to a 
head. This is so because of its deci- 
sively marked out objectives and the 
heavier class pressure upon it. This has 
In -the past, and it inevitably will in the 
future also, cause disappointment within 
At ranks and result in members leav- 
ing the party while ot*»*rtt are repelled 



before becoming members. But, as par- 
ticularly the recent experiences have 
proven, this also offers additional possi- 
bilities Of Clarification with the result 
that the actual revolutionists turn to- 
ward the Left Opposition. Within the 
social reformist camp, however, the 
most decisive disillusionments are Still 
to come and at an accelerated tempo in 
future struggles. 

That there will be suah struggles in 
the period we are now entering is clear- 
ly indicated by all developments to date. 
Is it to be assumed that Centrists, which 
is a basic phenomenon and not a mere 
chance one produced by a certain situa- 
tion, can change and avoid its contradic- 
tions of false policies? On the contrary. 
Aw the class struggle develops in In- 
tensity it will become the more deeply 
involved in these contradictions with a 
cumulative effect. On the other hand, 
when we pose the question of the party 
to extricate itself from Centrism, that, 
of course, is an entirely different matter 
which cannot be decided in advance. 
This is not a question merely of indivi- 
duals but of a system of leadership. Thus 
it has its important relations not only to 
tho members now withn the party ranks 
but also to the workers who are coming 
in the direction of Communism. 
On Future Contacts 

It follows from this, that is provided 



we continue to pursue a correct course, 
that our future contacts will be recruited ' 
much more directly from the class strug- 1 
sic. That itself presupposes that we 
become an ever more important factor 
wit bin it. In this respect the experi- 
ences from the Illinois coal fields sbould 
furnish important material for study. 
But that also, aside from the general 
conclusions at which we will arrive there- 
from, points to the importance of the 
role that the trade unions will play in 
the future struggle. Hence it is so 
much more significant that one of the 
milestones in our most recent develop- 
ment of growth is so closely connected 
with the realities of the trade union 
qneston. But from this the further stepa 
must lead in the direction of much deep- 
er penetration into the trade unions. 

At this time of the fourth anniversary 
we see the road of the Left Opposition 
clearly marked out. We have attained a 
basis. A modest one but a significant 
one. iWhile we do not forget the fact 
that tho international revolutionary de- 
velopments work in our direction with 
accelerated speed, it is nevertheless cor- 
rect to say that our future growth and 
developments will be achieved at a pace 
corresponding to the degree with which 
we more actively engage ourselves in 
the class struggle. 

— ARNK SWABECK. 



Roosevelt's Victory 



(Continued from page 1) 
control of the American workers. To 
inflate our own success and to minimize 
the reformers' gains against us is to 
lull our party to sleep to the real dan- 
ger confronting us in the immediate per- 
iod of the struggle between reform and 
revolution. 

The 1932 opportunist election program, 
the inability to carry out" the Leninist 
united front tactic outside the parliamen- 
tary plane for a solid class foundation 
upon a Marxian program, created intern- 
al shortcomings within the Communist 
party election activity, that on the one 
hand played into the hands of the social- 
ists, because the program of Communism, 
of revolution, was blurred with oppor- 
tunist blunders, making it difficult for 
the worker to see the difference between 
the parties of reform and revolution, 
and on the other hand where we won 
votes on the basis of the opportunist 
program and confuse this vote and con- 
eider the WHOLE vote as representing 
a clear cut revolutionary vote against a 
reformist vote. Facts remain, that a 
Communist party with an opportunist 
election program will obtain many re- 
formist votes labeled Communist. When 
we have detail reports of the socialist 
and Communist votes, of reform and 
revolution, we will return to ihis pro- 
blem. 

The Democratic party of reaction with 
a "liberal" cloak has full power — next 
March. But the problems confronting 
the imperialists cannot watt until 
March. These problems are on top of 
the capitalists now and must be answer- 



ed to their class interests. The real 
rulers ore making provisions for this 
now. iWhile Hoover hangs on and Roos- 
evelt waits they have Instructed that a 
working agreement be reached. Indica- 
tions are that this agreement has been 
reached. The imperialists through this 
"coalition"' government until March will 
be able to move faster. The crisis with 
its problem of unemployment and reor- 
ganiKation and the international problem 
of debts and markets will demand more 
drastic steps. Roosevelt cannot answer 
these problems, no more than Hoover 
could. "He" can, however', hurry the 
process of strengthening the exploiters 
position in the coming class etruggles 
and wars and revolutions. Our taak is 
to expose this "liberal" friend of the 
"forgotten man" and see to it that in 
the leftward shift of the workers we aT'e 
able to defeat the reformers in their 
attempt to hold the discontent and strug- 
gle in safe channels.— HUGO OHELER 
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CAN IT BE expected that the Central Commit- 
tee of the Communist party will independently 
accomplish a turn to the right road? Its whole 
past demonstrates that it is incapable of doing this 
Hardly had it begun to rectify itself than the ap- 
paratus saw itself before the perspective of "Trotsky 
ism". If Thalmann himself did not grasp it immedi- 
ately, then he was told from Moscow that the "part" 
must be sacrificed for the sake of the "whole", that 
is, the interests of the German revolution for the sake 
of the interests of the Stalinist apparatus. The 
abashed attempts to revise the policy were once more 
withdrawn. The bureaucratic reaction again triumph- 
ed all along the line. 

It is not, of course, a matter of Thalmann. Wer-: 
the present-day Comintern to give its sections ti>e 
possibility of living, of thinking and of developing 
themselves they would long ago, in the last fifteen 
years, have been able to select their own leading cadres. 
But the bureaucracy erected instead a system of ap- 
pointed leaders and their support by m> ans of arti- 
ficial ballyhoo. Thalmann is a product of this system 
and at the same time its victim. 

The cadres, paralyzed in their development, weaken 
the party. Their inadequacy they supplement with 
repressions. The oscillations and the uncertainty of 
the party are inexorably transmitted to the class as a 
whole. The masses cannot be summoned to bold ac- 
tions when the party itself is robbed of revolutionary 
determination. 

Even if Thalmann were to receive tomorrow a tele- 
gram from Manuilsky on the necessity of a turn to 
the path of the united front policy, the new zi$;-zeg 
at the top would bring little good.The leadership is 
too compromised. A correct policy demands a health y 
regime. Party democracy, at present a plaything of 
the bureaucracy, must rise again as a reality. The 
party must become a party, then the masses will be- 
lieve it. Practically, this means to put upon the order 
of the day : an extraordinary party convention and an 
extraordinary congress of the Comintern. 

The party convention must naturally be preceded 
by an all-sided discussion. All apparatus barriers 
must be razed. Every party organization, every 
nucleus has the right to call to its mectinga and listen 
to every Communist, member of the party or one ex- 
pelled from it, if it considers this necessary for the 
working out of its opinion. The press must be put at 
the service of the discussion ; adequate space must be 
allotted daily for critical articles in every party paper. 
Special press commissions, elected at mass meetings 
of the party members, must supervise that the papers 
serve the party and not the bureaucracy. 

The discussion, it is true, will require no little time 
and energy. The apparatus will argue: how can the 
party permit itself the "luxury of discussion" at such 
a critical period? The bureaucratic saviors believe 
that under difficult conditions the party must shut up. 
The Marxists, on the contrary, believe that the more 
difficult the situation, the more important the inde- 
pendent role of the party. 

The leadership of the Bolshevik party enjoyed, in 
1917, a very great esteem. And notwithstanding this, 
a series of deep-going party discussions took place 
throughout the year 1917. On the eve of the October 
overturn, the whole party debated passionately which 
of the two sections of the Central Committee was right : 
the majority, which was for the uprising, or the min- 
ority, which was against the uprising. Expulsions and 
repessions in general, were nowhere to be seen, in spite 
of the 'profundity of the differences of opinion. Into 
these discussions were drawn the non-party masses. 
In Petrograd, a meeting of non-party working women 
dispatched a delegation to the Central Committee in 
order to support the majority in it. To be sure, the 
discussion -required time. But in return for that, there 
grew out of the open discussion, without threats, lies 
and falsifications, the general, indomitable certainty 
of the correctness of the policy, that is, that which 
alone makes possible the victory. 

What course will things take in Germany? Will 
the small wheel of the Opposition succeed in turning 
the large party wheel in time? That is how the ques- 
tion stands now. Pessimistic voices are often raised. 
In the various Communist groupings, in the party it- 
self, as well as its periphery, there are not a few ele- 
ments who say to themselves : in every important ques- 
tion the Left Opposition has a corrct stand. But it 
is weak. Its cadres are small in number and polit- 
ically inexperienced. Can such an organization, with 
a small weekly paper (Die Permanente Revolution) 
successfully counter pose itself to the mighty Comintern 
machine? 

The lessons of events are stronger than the Stalin- 
ist bureaucracy. We want to be the interpreters of 
these lessons to the Communist masses. Therein lies 
our historic role as a faction. We do not demand, as 
do Seydewitz and Co., that the revolutionary prole- 
tariat should believe us on credit. We allot ourselves 
a more modest role: we propose our assistance to the 
Communist vanguard in the elaboration of the correct 
line. For this work we are gathering and training up 
our own cadres. This stage of preparation may not 
be jumped over. Every new stage of struggle wiH 
push to our side those in the proletariat who reflect 
the most and are most critical. 

The revolutionary party begins with an idea, a 
program, which is aimed at the most powerful appar- 
atus of class society. It is not the cadre that creates 
the idea, but the idea that creates the cadre. Fear 
of the power of the apparatus is one of the most con- 
spicuous features of that specific opportunism which 
the Stalinist bureaucracy cultivates. Marxian critic- 
ism is stronger than any and every apparatus. 

The organizational forms which the further evolu- 
tion of the Left Opposition will assume, depend upon 
many circumstances: the momentum of the historical 
blows, the degree of resistance power of the Stalin 
bureaucracy, the activity of the rank and file Com- 



munists, the energy of the Opposition itself. But the 
principles and methods we fight for have been tested by 
the greatest events in world history, by the victories 
as well as by the defeats. They will make their way. 

The successes of the Opposition in every country, 
Germany included, are indisputable and manifest. But 
they are developing slower than many of us expected. 
We may regret this, but we need not be surprised at 
it. Every Communist who begins to listen to the Left 
Opposition is cynically given the choice by the bureau- 
cracy: either go along with the baiting of "Trotsky- 
ism" or else be kicked out of the ranks of the Comin- 
tern. For the party official, it is a question of position 
and wages: the Stalinist apparatus plays this key to 
perfection. But immeasurably more important are the 
thousands of rank and file Communists who are torn 
between their devotion to the ideas of Communism and 
the threatened expulsion from the ranks of the Com- 
intern. That is why there are in the ranks of the of- 
ficial Communist party a great number of partial, in- 
timidated or concealed Oppositionists. 

This extraordinary combination of historical condi- 
tions sufficiently explains the slow organizational 
growth of the Left Opposition. At the same time, in 
spite of this slowness, the spiritual life of the Comin- 
tern revolves, today more than ever before, around the 
struggle against "Trotskyism". The theoretical per- 
iodicals and theoretical newspaper articles of the C. 
P. S. U., as well as the other sections of the Comin- 
tern, are chiefly devoted to the struggle .Tgainst the 
Left Opposition, now openly, now maskedly. Still 
more symptomatic in significance is that mad organi- 
zational baiting which the apparatus pursues against 
the Opposition: disruption of its meetings by blackjack 
methods; employment of all sorts of other physical 
violence: behind- the- scene agreements with bourgeois 
pacifists, French Radicals and Freemasons against the 
"Trotskyists" ; the dissemination of envenomed calum- 
nies from the Stalinist center, etc., etc. 

The Stalinists perceive much more directly and 
know better than the Oppositionists to what extent 
our ideas are undermining their apparatus pillars. 
The self-defense methods of the Stalinist faction, how- 
ever, have a double-edged character. Up to a certain 
moment, they have an intimidating effect. But at the 
same time they prepare a mass reaction against the 
system of falsity and violence. 

When, in July 1917, the government of the Men- 
sheviks and the Social Revolutionists branded the Bol- 
sheviks as agents of the .German General Staff, this 
despicable measure succeeded at first in exercizing a 
strong influence upon the soldiers, the peasants and 
the backward strata of the workers. But when all the 
further events clearly confirmed the truth of the Bol- 
sheviks, the masses began to say to themselves: so they 
deliberately slandered the Leninists, they basely incited 
against them, only because they were right? And the 
feeling of suspicion against the Bolsheviks was con- 
verted into a feeling of warm devotion and love for 
them. Although under different conditions, this very 
complex process is taking place now too. By means 
of a monstrous accumulation of calumnies and repres- 
sions, the Stalinist bureaucracy has undeniably suc- 
ceeded for a period of time in intimidating the rank 
and file party members ; at the same time, it is "prepar- 
ing for the Bolshevik-Leninists an enormous rehabili- 
tation in the eyes of the revolutionary masses. At the 
present time, there can no longer be the slightest doubt 
on this score. 

Yes, we are today still weak. The Communist party 
still has masses, but already it has neither doctrine nor 
strategic orientation. The Left Opposition has al- 
ready worked out its Marxian orientation, but as yet 
it has no masses. The remaining groups of the "Left" 
camp possess neither the one nor the other. Hope- 
lessly does the Leniribund 'pine away, thinking to sub- 
stitute the individual fantasies and whims of Urbahns 
for a serious principled policy. The Brandlerists, in 
spite of their apparatus cadre, are descending step 
by step ; small tactical recipes cannot replace a revolu- 
tionary-strategical position. The S. A. P. has put 
up its candidacy for the revolutionary leadership of 
the proletariat. Baseless pretension! Even the most 
serious representatives of this "iparty" do not over- 
step, as Fritz Sternberg's latest book shows, the bar- 
riers of Left-Centrism. The more assiduously they 
seek to create an "independent" doctrine, the more 
they reveal themselves to be disciples of Thalheimer. 
But this school is as hopeless as a corpse. 

A new historical party cannot arise simply because 
a number of old social democrats have convinced them- 
selves, very belatedly, of the counter-revolutionary 
character of the Ebert-Wels policy. A new party can 
just as little be improvised by a group of Communists 
who have as yet done nothing to warrant their claim 
to proletarian leadership. For a new party to arise, 
it is on the one hand necessary to have great historical 
events, which would break the backbone of the old 
parties, and on the other hand, a position in principle 
worked out, and cadres tested, in the experience of 
events. 

While we are fighting with all our strength for the 
rebirth of the Comintern and the continuity of its 
further developments, we are least of all inclined to 
any fetishism of form. The fate of the proletarian 
world revolution stands, for us, above the organization- 
al fate of the Comintern. Should the worst variant 
materialize; should the present official parties, despite 
all our efforts, be led to a collaipse by the Stalinist 
bureaucracy ; should it mean in a certain sense to begin 
all over again, then the new International will trace 
its genealogy from the ideas and cadres of the Com- 
munist Left Opposition. 

And that is why the short criteria of "pessimism" and 
"optimism" are not applicable to the work which we 
are carrying through. It stands above the separate 
stages, the partial defeats and victories. Our policy 
is a policy of long range. 
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L. TROTSKY, 



WORKERS 
OF THE 
WORLD. 
UNITE 



SiMILITANT 2> 



Weekly Organ of the Communist League of America [Opposition] 

Published weekly by the Communist League of America (Opposition) at 126 East I 6th Street, New York, N. ¥ . Entered as second class m ail matter, November 28, 1928 at the Post Office at New York, N. Y. und er the act of March », 1878 

VOljJME V, M». 47 [WHOLE NO. 1431 NEW YOKK. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1932 PRICE 5 CENT* 



Mt 9 s Up to Yon! 



We were again compelled to appear 
with a two page issue. The reasons 
for this are determined by our finan- 
cial difficulties. We had no other 
cholee. The extended size of the an- 
niversary issue of last week meant 
a (treat effort and it also further 
drained our meagre linancial re- 
sources. It is because of this that 
we address an earnest appeal to our 
readers, synipatliixers and supporters. 
We liave done that before, but there 
is this difference, that now It should 
be heeded more seriously and more 
concretely. 

The only concrete way which real- 
ly counts Is, of course, to respond 
with ca3h. If you are up against it 
yourself and cannot respond much 
you should ask your friends to help 
ami to donate. Even small contribu- 
tions mean much to our limited re- 
sources; but naturally the substantial 
help enables us that much quicker to 



actually get out of tlw difficulties 
and to appear with THE MILITANT 
regularly in size ami in every other 
respect. 

To us Who are engaged ki produc- 
ing THE MILITANT our organ 
means much. It has i>ecome endear- 
ed to its readers. It has established 
a prestige within serious working 
class circles and enjoys their respect. 
Its actual role in the movement we 
have emphasized time and again. We 
need say nothing further in this re- 
spect. But it is necessary to reiterate 
with all possible empliasis Uwt its 
future existence and success depends 
entirely upon its circle of supporters. 
THE MILITANT is your organ and 
we must put it up to you to help 
secure its foundation. We ash you to 
forward your contribution without 
delay to THE MILITANT, 126 East 
16th Street, New York. 



The C.P. in the Elections 

Reasons for Small Rise in Communist Vote This Year 



The party leaders are now busily en- 
gaged in ignoring the results of the re- 
cent presidential elections, as though the 
party campaign was a mere routine mat- 
ter the outcome o£ which is of no parti- 
cular concern. To this date, there has 
not been a single statement from the 
Central Executive Committee analyzing 
the election results and summing up the 
parry's work. The only "official" word 
to he heard from the vicinity of the 13th 
Street Sinai is the statement issued 
after the elections by the party's ban- 
ner-bearer, Foster, in the manner of all 
the defeated bourgeois candidates. Aside 
from this, abysmal silence. 

And there are adequate grounds for 
the muteness of the Stalinist chieftains. 
While small holes may be stuffed up with 
reports that this or that township dou- 
bled or trebled its Communist vote (the 
formula is usually : a rise from 10 votes 
to 25 votes!), (he fact cannot be cover- 
ed up or explained away that the vote 
for the presidential candidates of the 
Communist party this year was exceed- 
ingly small in comparison with the vast 
possibilities contained in the whole sit- 
uation. 

After four years of an unprecedented 
crisis. In the face of genuine -all -national 
discontentment of the masses, an inabil- 
ity or refusal of any of the two big 
bourgeois parties to cope with the burn- 
ing problem of unemployment— after all 
this, the oniy proletarian political party 
in the field is barely able to double the 
extremely low vote it obtained four years 
ago, that is, the vote cast at the "height 
of the prosperity period". It is pre- 
cisely in such periods of crisis, when 
millions of workers are divorced from 
industry itself and their economic power 
is radically }dimintehed— that is th,eir 
ability to battle the enemy on the in- 
dustrial front is enfeebled — that Ihey 
turn their attention to '•elections". The 
unusually large vote cast indicates that 
the masses have by no means lost inter- 
est in parliamentary activity. Yet — the 
discontentment of the masses was re- 
flected only In the very tiniest dribbles so 
far as the Communist vote was concerned. 

In the face of this unqualifiedly dis- 
appointing vote — all other factors, like 
disfranchizement of Negro, foreign-born 
and other workers, considered — what be- 
comes of the fantastic babblings of the 
Stalinists on the renowned "mass up- 
surges" and "deep-going radiealization" 
of the American masses? It is not for 
nothing that Foster's statement (what 
a combination of words deliberately in- 
tended to say nothing — a disgraceful 



document for a Communist leader!] is 
blandly silent even about the word "ra- 
dical ixat ion", which it never mentions, 
as if the party line had not been built 
up on this phrase for the last few years. 

The cmTont, unofficial explanations of 
the low Communist vote are, generally 
speaking, based upon a strained en- 
deavor to think up something very pro- 
found and complicated to explain a com- 
paratively simple phenomenon. The 
party leaders look upon the election cam- 
paign as something special, isolated, sep- 
arated from all the other work of the 
party. Wc look upon it In the only cor- 
rect and possible manner: us the num- 
erical expression on the parliamentary 
field, which is at best a distorted and 
limited expression, it is IJrue, 'ot the 
success the party has had in winning to 
its banner the proletarian masses all 
during the rest of the year. It is a par- 
liamentary culmination of the party's 
work in the day-to-day struggles. The 
vote of the worker, as a Vule, expresses 
the confidence or half-confidence he 
places in the party (sometimes, the in- 
dividual) for whom he casts his ballot. 
The Communistp arty cannot gain this 
confidence by sensational campaign 
stunts during the elections, by prominent 
candidates, leaflets, torchlight parades 
and the like— important and necessary 
though they may be. It can be gained 
primarily and mainly in the course of 
the daily struggles In which the Com- 
munists participate. 

If, during these struggles, the Com- 
munist pursues a policy which best re- 
presents the interests of the proletariat, 
he will be rewarded by an expression of 
confidence in a parliamentary election. 
If the party, on the other hand, succeeds 
only in isolating itself from the masses 
because of its absurd or disastrous pol- 
icies in the class struggle, this fact will 
be reflected— as it has been — when elec- 
tions roll around. These are axioms 
which apply — not so much (in fact, 
practically not at all) to the Republicans 
and Democrats, and very little to the 
socialists, as they do to the Communists. 
Tested in this light, the past policies of 
the Stalinists stand revealed as having 
barred the road to the revolutionary 
movement for tens and hundreds of thou- 
sands who were being driven in that 
direction by the bankruptcy of the capi- 
talist regime and its supporters. Until 
this Ki tuple, elementary lesson of the 
election is absorbed Into the conscious- 
ness of the party, its headway will con- 
tinue to be impeded. — S-n. 



Chicago Greets United Front 

Left Opposition Hails Joint Unemployment Conference 



We print here a leaflet issued by 
the Chicago branch of the Commun- 
ist League of America (Opposition) 
on its views regarding the united 
front recently formed by various 
groups in the labor movement, rang- 
ing from the Communists, to the So- 
cialists and A. P. of L. unions, which 
has already succeeded in uniting tens 
of thousands of unemployed workers 
in that city for militant action in 
favor of their demands — a policy con- 
stantly advocated by the Left Opposi- 
tion. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
Fellow Workers and Comrades: — 

We had the united front of the three 
organizations of unemployed workers, 
recently organized In Chicago. The fact 
that Communists, Socialists, Farmer- 
Laborites, and reactionary as well as 
revolutionary trade-unionists are able to 
come together at this time on the specific 
issue of fighting for immediate relief 
and other unemployed demands, is signi- 
ficant. It testifies to the enormous pres- 
sure of the rank and file workers upon 
the organizations in an effort to bring 



about a united fight in the interests of 
the unemployed. 

Aim of United Front 

The united front is a means of uniting 
all workers in a common fight against 
a common oppressor on an issue of ex- 
treme importance to the workers. The 
united front is not a permanent body in 
which all organizations affiliated lose 
their independence and give up their 
separate existence. Quite the contrary, 
these organizations carry on their in- 
dependent work, their right to criticism, 
to formulate their own opinions and 
ideas. The object of the united front 
is for action on one specific agreed issue. 

The present united front was organized 
to fight against the 50 percent reduction 
in the unemployed relief. Its object is 
to unify all unemployed workers in Chic- 
ago to fight against this cut in relief, to 
increase and extend the relief for ALL, 
jobless workers andto push forward the 
general demands of the unemployed- To- 
ward this aim the present organizations 
must carry on a determined fight. The 
present situation demands that this un- 
( Continued en page 2) 



Chen Du-Hsiu's 
Life in Danger 

The first details to arrive here on the 
recent arrest in Shanghai of comrade 
Chen im-IIsiu, founder of the Chinese 
Communist movement and leader of the 
Left Opimsition, along with eight other 
Chinese comrades, are contained in a 
copy of the Shanghai Times, leading im- 
perialist organ in that city. From the 
report in its columns is clearly visible 
not merely the active assistance given 
the reactionary Kuo Min Tang bourge- 
oisie by the foreign imperialists in ap- 
prehending comrade Chen, but also the 
fact, that he has by tins time probably 
been turned over entirely to the hands 
of the Chinese butchers with his life 
at their mercy. 

The Shanghai Times report, by itself, 
is sufficient reply to that detestable in- 
solence of the Stalinist leaders in this 
country who calumniated comrade Chen 
as a Kuo Min Tang agent and "counter- 
revolutionary Trot sky is t" with the broad 
hint that no worker need concern him- 
self with the task of liberating our 
comrade from the Chinese hangmen. We 
quote the following extensive extracts 
from the Times: 

"Chen I)n-Hshi, noted Communist lead- 
er 1 , former professor of languages at the 
Peiping Government University and a 
former member of the Central Executive 
Committee of the Kuo Min Tang, was 
arrested here by Settlement detectives on 
Saturday night at the request of the Chi- 
nese authorities. He was taken during 
a number of raids on Communist cells 
and has long been sought by the Gov- 
ernment for the extensive part he played 
in the Communist movement throughout 
China. Bight other Chinese for whom 
warrants had been Issued were also ap- 
prehended and a considerable quantity 
of Communist literature in different 
languages wits seized. 

"Te arrest of Chen is regarded as one 
of the most important developments in 
the drive against Communism which has 
taken place in this locality for some 
considerable time. His whereabouts have 
been unknown to the authorities for many 
months although his activities were 
traced in the spread of Communism in 
various provinces. He is regarded as 
one of the main springs in the Commun- 
ist machine in this country and his or- 
ganizing ability lias enabled the move- 
ment to spread rapidly in the interior, 
according to Chinese engaged in stamp- 
ing out 'red' activities. 

"When arrested Chen was a sick man, 
having been suffering from an internal 
illness for some time. After interroga- 
tion he was removed in custory to a 
hospital, but will appear before the Shan- 
ghai District Court this morning when 
an application for his extra diet ion by 
the Chinese authorities will be heard. 
It is expected that he will be eventually 
handed over to the Bureau of Public 
Safety ajid later transferred to Nanking 
for further interrogation .... 

■'He became a fugitive after a war- 
rant was Issued for his arrest, but his 
activities have never ceased, according to 
Government officials. 

"On Saturday morning the Chinese au- 
thorities made an application through 
the Shanghai District Court for the ar- 
rest o£ a number of Chinese wanted for 
Communist activities. The Special 
Branch of the S. M. I'. (Settlement 
Military Police?) in company with mem- 
bers of the Bureau of Public Safety 
made a series of raids in the Settle- 
ment and French Concession during 
which Chen was arrested. 

"The police interrupted a meeting of 
Communists in a house in an alley of 
East Yuhang Road when five men were 
arrested and a large Quantity of Com- 
munist literature in French, Chinese, 
Husstan and English was seized. In- 
formation from that address enabled the 
police to proceed the same afternoor to 
a house in au alley off Yochow Road. 
At this address Chen Du-Hsiu was ar- 
rested and more Communist documents 
and literature were seized. Investigat- 
ions led the police to the French Con- 
cession where the assistance of the 
French Police was obtained for a raid 
on a dwelling off Route des Soeurs. One 
Chinese and further literature were tak- 
en here from this cell. 

"Shortly after midnight on Saturday 
morning another raid was made on a 
house off Tatung Road. In a back room 
two men were found, but as soon as they 
saw the police they jumped through an 
open window and attempted to escape. 
They were caught before going very far] 
Literature of the usual Communist type 
was located at this place. 

"Interesting developments are expected 
as a result of Chen's arrest, who Is 
regarded as the 'father of Communism* 
in China." 

As we see from this report, the for- 
eign Imperialist press in China, not to 
speak of the native bourgeoisie Itself, 
has quite a different estimate of the rev- 
olutionary quality and integrity of com- 
rade Chen than have the various Brow- 
ders of the official party apparatus. 

But what is of far more acute im- 
portance at the present moment is the 
imminent danger to the lives of comrade 
(Continued on page 2) 



Trotsky Sails for 
^Denmark 

TIis capitalist press prints the re- 
port that comrade Leon Trotsky, ex- 
iled for years now from the Soviet 
Union, has been granted a short-term 
visa to enter Denmark to enable Iiim 
to deliver a lecture in Copenhagen 
on the Hussion revolution. If this 
report is true — unlike those of tl»e 
many "visas granted" in the past- 
then no better spokesman for the 
principles and ideas at Bolshevism 
and the October revolution eould 
have been chosen than Trotsky to 
speak in this fortress of petty bour- 
g>eois socialist "gradualism". The 
Danish bourgeoisie and its social dem- 
ocratic appendage have taken cure, 
however, to circumscribe the much- 
vaunted "right of asylum" to three 
months, after which, according to the 
report, comrade Trotsky will be com- 
piled to return to the Turkish cage 
to Which he has been confined by 
agreement between Kemal Pasha, and 
Stalin, with the tacit consent of 
every imperialist government in the 
work!. 

A short time ago, the Chechoslov- 
akian government was "considering" 
a visa for comrade Trotsky, under 
which he would have been fettered 
and gagged In that country. Even 
then, it was finally not granted. This 
did not prevent the Stalinist press 
of the world from shouting hyster- 
ically about the "united front of the 
counter- revolutionist, Trotsky, with 
the vassal state of French Imperial- 
ism". No doubt the same slander 
will be repeated now. But the mili- 
tants will not be deceived: the real 
united front is the one made by Stalin 
with the foreign offices of the world 
to make Trotsky a perpetual prisoner 
hi Prinkipo. 



Start Hunger March 
On Washington 

United Front Can Bring Huge Movement 



With this heartening example of the 
tens of thousands of unemployed niassses 
who recently put the fear of their power 
into the hearts of the British ruling class 
by their militant march on Parliament 
in Ijondou, arrangements are now being 
made for a imtional Hunger March on 
the capital or the United States, Wash- 
ington, where thousands of representa- 
tives of the callously ignored interests 
of the thirteen million or more unem- 
ployed in this country will greet the final 
session of the "lame duck" session of 
both houses of Congress with their de- 
mands. It is t.bc "historic session" 
where the fathers of the country are 
even now promising to alleviate the in- 
tense, unspeakable misery of the masses 
by... a return to legalized beer. This is 
the manner in which the capitalist pol- 
iticians of both Wall Street parties plan 
to interpret the discontentment of the 
crisis-torn masses voiced in the recent 
elections. 

The national Hunger March is sched- 
uled to reach Washington on December 5. 
Delegations of workers elected from var- 
ious working class organizations and 
conferences are already on their way 
from the more distant sections of the 
West for their trek to the capital. The 
reports already indicate that every im- 
portant center will be represented in the 
army of hungry and ragged who will 
present themselves to the well-fed Con- 



Scottsboro- What Now? 

Supreme Court Evades Issue— Workers Must Unite Forces 



The decision of the United States 
Supreme Court reversing the decision of 
the lower courts and ordering new trials 
for seven of the Scottsboro boys has been 
justly halted throughout the world as a 
victory for the victims, the entire work- 
ing class and the fighting methods and 
prestige of Communism. What did the 
Supreme Court actually decide and what 
is the significance of its decision for the 
working class? 

It must be remembered that the nine 
Scottsboro boys were framed on the fake 
charge of raping two notorious prosti- 
tutes, rushed through a farciat court 
procedure surrounded by a howling lynch 
mob and condemned to death before they 
had time to draw their breaths, so to 
speak. This legal burlesque is not un- 
usual in the South. It is the "justice" 
meted out to our Negro class brothers. 
That is their share of democracy in the 
liepublic, when the tiger deigns to play 
with its victims. Let a Negro farm 
laborer demand his wages — he is physi- 
cally assaulted by his white boss; if he 
resists he is accused of rape and he 
is lynched. In its more merciful mo- 
ments capitalism puts him through the 
paces of a masque which it calls a trial 
— before disposing of hfm. 

Communists Presented Lynching 

Only the prompt and courageous ac- 
tion of the I. L. I), and the Communist 
party, in the face of a hurricane of 
vented a routine legal lynching. But 
the I. L. P. and the C. P. did more 
than merely provide a legal defense. 
They began to mobilize tens of thousands 
of workers, black and white, to demand 
the unconditional freedom of the nine 
boys. The Communists succeeded on the 
scale of the demonstrations and within 
the limits of this issue, in uniting the 
black and white workers. That is one 
of the happiest aspects of this strug- 
gle for the lives of nne members of our 
class. It is a long step forward toward 
the unity of the two races which is in- 
dispensable to the successful rising of 
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the American proletariat. 

The movement set afoot in this coun- 
try found its echo abroad under the 
stimulus of the International lied Aid. 
Thousands of workers in the capitals of 
Europe demonstrated outside the con- 
sulates of the American capitalist colos- 
sus. In Chemnitz workers were shot 
down. Elsewhere police batons conduct- 
ed an orchestra of capitalist repression 
against the international proletariat. 
The mother of one of the boys was 
hounded from France's vassal states. 
Meetings arranged to hear her story of 
the llepub lie's savage democracy were 
forbidden. The secretary of state stretch- 
ed forth a long hand to stay the tide 
of working class protest. Like King 
Canute of old who tried to stay the tide 
tie failed. 

The Supreme Court decision is a re- 
cognition of this fact. It is a concession 
to the mass protest. In this sense it is 
a first victory. But at the same time 
it is a warning. The Supremo Court did 
not decide that the boys are innocent. 
It carefully avoided raking up this 
aspect of the case. 

The Supreme Court Decision 

The text of the decision states three 
grounds on which the lower courts' ver- 
dicts were appealed ; they Here not given 
a fair, impartial and. deliberate trial! 
(2) they were denied tile right of coun- 
sel, with Mie accustomed Incidents of 
consultation and opportunity of prepara- 
tion for trial, and (,'t) they were tried 
before juries from which qualified mem- 
bers of their own race were systematic- 
ally excluded." 

(Continued on page 2) 



gressmen and Senators who foregather 
to legislate for the ruling class Of the 
country. That the latter are already 
greatly disturbed at the possibility of 
the London events being repeated in 
Washington, is revealed by the official 
and unofficial instructions emanating 
from the capital and those sent to the 
various state and municipal authorities, 
urging them to do everything to discour- 
age and hinder workers from pointing in 
the inarch. In Washington itself, dis- 
patches relate, the authorities wilt under 
no condition house and feed the march- 
ers. But the lash of hunger and misery 
is driving too many workers to militant 
action for the Hunger March to be de- 
feated by rules or regulations or threats 
or cajolery- Not even the provocation 
that the government will undoubtedly 
undertake during the course of the march 
and at Washington proper, will succeed 
in eliminating the enormous significance 
of this organized demonstration of Am- 
erica's jobless for their demands. 

With the time still left for the March, 
it is not oniy possible, but Imperative, 
to draw into the movement the widest 
conceivable sections of the proletariat 
and its organizations. The recently form- 
ed united front in Chicago— not consti- 
tuted according to the absurd and ster- 
ile formula of "united front from be- 
low" — is an example of how powerful ia 
the urge among the workers for united 
ranks and united action, of the loud 
anil long- la sting echo which a genuine 
appeal for a united front of all working 
class organisations will awaken in the 
masses. The Communists, who are in 
the forefront of the present movement, 
cannot con line this policy to Chicago, 
while at the same ttme pursuing an 
opposite — and isolated — course through- 
out the rest of the land. The formation 
of such a united front, on an even wider 
basis, in every part of the country— a 
step which we of the Left Opposition 
have persistently defended from the very 
beginning — is an urgent pre-reqtiisite for 
snch a successful movement as will really 
shake the cynical frigidity of the bour- 
geoisie towards the unemployed and their 
problems. Such a united front in the pre- 
sent Hunger March will, by Itself, lay 
the foundation for a powerful unem- 
ployed movement after the March is 
over, one which will be able to continue 
on a more extensive field the struggle 
of the million-headed army of Jobless. 

The comrades of the Left Opposition 
will take their place in the ranks of the 
marching militants and render the move- 
ment every possible assistance at their 
command. In the movement Itself, we 
will raise the demands which rn addition 
to those advanced by the official party 
— $50 winter federal relief for each fam-* 
ily and unemployment insurance at the 
expense of the government and employ- 
ers — are a necessary part of the work- 
ers' demands. Especially appropriate in 
Washington Is the demand for long-term 
credits to the Soviet Union and Its re- 
cognition by the American government, 
as well as the demand for the alx-hour 
day -and five-day week without redac- 
tion in pay. 

In any case, the Left Opposition and 
its supporters stand elbow to elbow with 
the militants who are advancing to 
Washington in an imposing political de- 
monstration of their demands before the 
federal representatives of the thieves at 
Wall Street. 



LEON TROTSKY 



Soviet Economy in Danger 

The Situation on the Eve of the Second Five Year Plan 



(Con tin mid from last issue) 
But the results obtained, no matter 
how imposing if taken by themselves — ■ 
even if considered from the bald quan- 
titative veiw point — are far short of 
those sketched in the plan. 

The output of coal Is maintained at 
present on the level of last year, there- 
fore it has far from reached the plan 
figures set for the third year of the Five 
Year Plan. 'The Donbas lags behind at 
the tailend of the most backward branch- 
es of Soviet industry", complains Pray da. 
"The tension in the fuel balance is on 
the increase," echoes for the Industrial- 
ization (October 8, 1032). 

In 3031 there were produced 4.9 mil- 
lion tons of cast iron instead of 7.9 
million set by the plan ; 5.3 million tons 
of steel instead of the 8.8 million ; and 
finally 4 million tons of rolled steel in- 
stead of (i.7 million. In comparison 
with 1930 this signfies a falling off in 
cast iron of 2 percent ; in steel of 6 



percent; In rolled steel of 10 percent. 

For months of 1032 there were pro- 
duced 4.0 million tons of cast iron, 4.1 
million tons of steel, 3.5 million tons 
of rolled stock. Alongside of the con- 
siderable rise in the output of iron (new 
blast-furnaces!) the production of steel 
and rolled steel In the current year re- 
mains approximately on the level of last 
year. From the viewpoint of the general 
tasks of the industrialization what de- 
cides, of course, Is not the raw iron but 
the rolled stock and steel. 

Side by side with these quantitive re- 
sults, which Economic Life characterizes 
as "shocking lapses" there are So be 
placed extremely unfavorable and, be- 
cause of their consequences, much more 
dangerous lapses in quality. Following 
the special economic press, Pravda open-, 
ly confesses that in heavy metallurgy 
'"the situation as regards the indices, of 
| quality Is impermissible." "The defoc- 
I (Continued on page 2) 
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,T WlVfSTS TAKE MEASURES 



The Expulsion of Zinoviev 

The Lessons of the Second Expulsion of the Capitulators 



With all his agitational radicalism, 
Zinoviev always pulled UP short before 
the actual inferences of political for- 
mulae. Fighting against Stalinist polic- 
ies in China, Zinoviev opposed to the 
end the t-.uak of Uie Communist party 
with the Kuo Min Tang- Exposing Stal- 
in's alliance with l'ureell and Citrine, 
Zinoviev was poised irresolutely bet ore 
the -split with the Anglo-Kussian Com- 
mittee. Joining in the struggle against 
Thermidorian tendencies, he took a vow 
beforehand: in no case to bring matters 
to a pitch of facing expulsion from the 
party In this spirit of going lity-riity 
Lhere was ingrained his inevitable down- 
lt H •■Uvui-MhiiiK, except Stalinism 
within those limits that would be per- 
mitted by Stalin. 

After their capitulation, Zittoviev and 
Kameuev did absolutely everything they 
conid in order to restore the confluence 
of the ruling clique in themselves and 
in order to be assimilated into the official 
milieu. Zinoviev made his peace with 
the theory of Socialism in one country, 
and once again exposed "Trotskyism" 
and even made attempts to burn in- 
cense to Stalin personally. Nothing help- 
ed. The capitulators suffered, shut up, 
and waited. And with all that they still 
did not succeed in hanging on to cele- 
brate the fifth (timiversiiry of their own 
capitulation ; it seems that they were 
involved in a "conspiracy", and there- 
fore were expelled from tiie party, per- 
haps to be deported or exiled. 

What is astounding ia that Zinoviev 
and Kamenev got it in the neck not for 
their own cause and not under their own 
banner. The warp of the list of those 
expelled according to the decision of 
October 9th, consists of outright Rights, 
i. e„ the followers of Rykov-Bucharin- 
Tomsky. Does it mean that Left Cen- 
trism has unified with Bight Centrism 
against the bureaucratic core? Let us 
not rush to conclusions. 

The most eminent names in the list, 
after Zinoviev and Kamenev, are those 
of Uglanov and Riutiii, two former mem- 
bers of the U. K. C. Uglanov, aw the gen- 
eral secretary of the Moscow Committee 
and Matin, as the head of the Agit- 
prop, were in charge in the capital of 
the struggle against the Left Opposition, 
clearing every corner and by path of 
Trotskyism in .1 £120-1927. They raised a 
particularly venomous hue and cry after 
Zinoviev and Kamenev as the "traitors" 
to the ruling faction. When Uglanov 
and Kiutin, as a consequence of the Stal- 
inist zigzag to the Left, turned out to 
be the chief practical organizers of the 
flight Opposition, all the oflicial articles 
and speeches harped on one and the 
same note, ".No one can deny the great 
service rendered by Uglanov and ltiutiii 
in the struggle against Trotskyism; but 
their plait'onu nevertheless is that of 
kuiaks and bourgeois-liberals." The 
Stalinists pretend that they are ill aware 
that it was on account of just this pro- 
gram that the struggle had taken place. 
As then, so now only the Itights and 
the Lefts had ixisitions based on prin- 
ciple. The Stalinists thrived on the sops 
from the one and the other. 

As early as 11128, Uglanov and Kiuliii 
began to assert I hat the Left Opposition 
turned out to be correct in its stand on 
the question of the party regime— this 
acknowledged is all the more instruc- 
tive since none could boast of such suc- 
cesses in implanting the Stalinist regime 
as Uglanov and Kiutin. However, "sol- 
idarity" on the question or parly dem- 
ocracy cannot soften the heart of the 
Left Opposition in its relation to the 
Eight. Party democracy is not an abs- 
tract ideal; least of all, is it predestined 
to serve as a screen for Thermidorian 
tendencies. And in the meantime, Ugla- 
nov and Rutin, at least in those years, 
represented the most out and out Ther- 
midorian wing in the camp of the Rights. 

Among the participators in the con- 
spiracy, the C. K. C. lists other lead- 
ing Rights, like Slepkov and Maretsky, 
Red professors of the Bucharin School, 
directors of the Komsomol and Pravda, 
instigators of many programmatic reso- 
lutions of the C. E. 0. and authors of 
countless articles and brochures against 
"Trotskyism". 

On the proscribed list there are to be 
found 1'tashuy and Oorelov with a nota- 
tion of their former adherence to the 
"Trotsky iw t Opixisiliou". We have no 
means of judging whether the matter 
concerns here two very little known Left 
capitulators, who subsequently threw in 
their lot with the Rights, or whether we 
have before us a falsification in order 
to fool the party. The former is by no 
means excluded, but in all probability 
neither is the latter. 

In the summary of the participants, 
the chief leaders of the Right Opposf- 
ton are conspicuously absent. Cables to 
the bourgeois patters report that Buch- 
arin "has completely reestablished his 
party position" and is apparently slated 
for the Narkompros in place of Bubnov, 
who is being transferred to the G. P. U. ; 
as for Rykov, he is once again in favor, 
makes speeches over the radio, etc. The 
fact that, in the list of "the conspirators" 
there is neither Rykov nor Bucharin nor 
Tomsky really dues make plausible some 
temporary bureaucratic indulgences in 
favor of the former leaders of the Eight 
Opposition. Hut of their being reestab- 
lished in their old positions in the party, 
there cannot be the slightest consldera- 

The group as a whole Is accused of 
an attempt to create "a bourgeois kulak 
organisation in order to restore capital- 
ist in the U.H.S.K. and tiie kulak, in 
particular." An amazing formulation! 
An organization to restore "capfialism 
and the kulak, in particular (!)". This 
"particularity" gives away the whole, 
or at leafet hints at it. There is no de- 
aling mat some of those expelled, like 
Slepkov and Maretsky, in the period of 



the struggle against "Trotskyism" devel 
oped, after the manner of their teacher 
Bucharin, the idea of "the kulak's grow- 
ing into socialism". What stand they 
have taken since that time, we do not 
know. Jiut it is quite possible that their 
present guilt consists not so much in 
their desire to "restore" the kulak as 
in their failure to recognize Stalin's 
victories in the sphere of "liquidation ot 
the kulak as a class". 

However, what is the relation of Zin- 
oviev and Kamenev to the program of 
"■resf-orlng capitalism"? The Soviet 
press informs us itboul the following as 
regards to their participation in the 
crime, "Knowing of the oeunter- revolu- 
tionary documents that were being cir- 
culated, instead of immediately exposing 
the agents of the Kulak agencies, they 
preferred to deliberate over this docu- 
ment (?) and by this act aioue, they 
placed themselves as the direct accom- 
plices of the anti-party, counter-revolu- 
tionary group." So, Zinoviev and Kam- 
eenv "preferred to deliberate over the 
document" instead of "immediately ex- 
posing" it. The accusers do not even 
dare to asert that Zinoviev and Kamenev 
were entirely beyond considering its "ex- 
posure". No, their crime consisted in 
their "preferring to deliberate" before 
"exposing". Where, how and with whom 
did they deliberate? Had this occurred 
during a secret session of the Right or- 
ganization, the accusers would not have 
failed to inform us about it. Obviously, 
Zinoviev and Kamenev "preferred to de- 
liberaie" with their own four eyes and 
within their own four walls. As a re- 
sult of their deliberation, did they ex- 
press their sympathy for the platform 
of the Rights. If there was even the 
sligtest hint in the matter about such a 
sympathy, we would have been told 
about it in the decision. Silence on the 
matter testifies to the contrary; Zinoviev 
and Kamenev, obviously, subjected the 
platform to criticism instead of imme- 
diately ringing up Yaroda. But in view 
of the fact that Ihey nevertheless did 
not telephone, Pravda feels it justified to 
ascribe to them this concept, ''The en- 
emy of my enemy is— my friend." 

The coarse strain of the accusation 
against Zinoviev-Kamenev makes it pos- 
sible for us to conclude with assurance 
that blow was direct against them, and 
prliuarly them. .Not because they evinced 
some political activity during the last 
period. We know nothing about it, and 
what is more important the C. K. C. 
knows nothing about either, as is 
evident from the decree. But the 
objective politicai situation has become 
so much worse as to make it impossible 
for Stalin to tolerate any longer legal 
candidates for leadership In the composi- 
tion of this or the other Opposition group. 

The Stalinist bureaucracy, of course, 
has long since been aware that Zin- 
oviev and Kamenev whom it had spurn- 
ed were very much "interested" in the 
oppositionist trends within the party 
and were reading all sorts of documents 
that were not destined for Yagoda. In 
1!)2.S, Kamenev even carried on secret 
negotiations with Bucharin reagrding the 
possibility of a bloc. Records of these 
negotiations were published at the time 
by the Left Opposition. The Stalinists, 
however, could not decide upon expelling 
Zinoviev and Kamenev. They did not 
wish to compromise themselves by new 
scandals of repressions unless there was 
urgent necessity. The period of economic 
succescs was then being inaugurated, in 
part actual, in part fictitious. Zinoviev 
and Kamenev did not appear to be Imme- 
diately dangerous, — L. TROTSKY. 



Chicago Left Greets United Front 



(Continued from page 1) 
ited front be maintained to carry out 
its great task. 

The Conference must see to it that 
there is no vacillation in the struggle on 
the part of the leaders. The workers 
must prevent any organization from with- 
drawing from the conference. We realize 
the strain of relations, the provocations 
that exist in such a gathering. But if 
an effective movement is to exist and 
be successful, it is ieoessary that no dis- 
integration be permitted. The Confer- 
ence must be militant. It must, reject 
any proposal of a reactionary character. 
It must reject any proposal or action 
that will weaken, nullify and destroy the 
beginnings already made. 

The Left Opposition has for a long 
time fought for a correct united front 
policy. One of the main obstacles has 
been the erroneous laonception dfl the 
Communist party on the united front. 
Namely, their advocacy of the "united 
front from below". We therefore, wel- 
come their charge toward the correct 
policy which will bring larger masses 
of wokers together in a united struggle 
for a specific aim. The success of the 
present conference proves that its pre- 
vious policy was narrow and sectarian 
and succeeded in bringing together only 
the Communist party and Its organiza- 
tions. With the participation of the 
Communist party, the conference should 
have great strength and militancy. 
Role of Socialist Party 

The Left Opposition is well aware of 
the role that the Socialist party and 
its leaders have played in the struggle 
of the workers. The Socialist party 
leaders will never enter a united front 



front movement, they vacillate, retreat, 
threaten and in the end pursue a course 
of betraying the interests of the workers. 
The workers in the ranks of the Socialist 
party must resist any splitting tactics 
on the part of their leaders. This appiies 
too for all other reformist and labor 
groups in the conference. 

We want to reiterate: the interests of 
all workers, unemployed and employed, 
in spite of everything, rests in maintain- 
ing the present united front conference, 
and in completing its work. 

Chicago Workers! Fight for immedi- 
ate relief for ALL unemployed workers. 
Fight for the hour diiy and the 5 day- 
week with no reduction in pay. Fight 
for Social Insurance. Demand the ex- 
tension of credits and the recognition of 
the Soviet Union. 
MAINTAIN THK I'NITF.I) FRONT! 

The Chicago Branch of the 
Communist League of 
America (Opposition). 



GREEK BANQUET A SUCCESS 
The banquet for the benefit of the 
recently organized Greek workers' club, 
PKOTOMAGIA, held last Saturday at 
our Center, turned out to be a splendid 
success from the point of view of at- 
tendance as well as the spirit shown 
by those who gathered there. The col- 
lection amounted to more than $33. Many, 
members of the Stalinist Club, SPAR- 1 
TACt'S were present and demanded a 1 
debate of the disputed questions, which , 
we gladly accepted. Although we gave: 
more than enough of the floor to our op-| 
ponents, t-hey declined a formal debate! 
before a mixed audience. Comrades nre| 
swelling the ranks of the newly-formed 



Scottsboro- What Now? 



unless it is by tremendous pressure from j club which is soon to obtain its own 
their rank and file. Once in a united headquarters in the Greek neighborhood. 



(Continued from page 1) 
The text goes on to say : "The only 
one of the assignments which we shall 
consider is the second—; and it becomes 
unnecessary to discuss the facts of the 
case or the circumstances stir rounding 
the prosecution — ". Cowardly decision ! ! 
To deal with the other two would bring 
these judical fossils face to face with the 
real issues in the case. They would have 
to commit the Supreme Court and through 
it the capitalist class to an outright re- 
actionary position resulting in the dis- 
credit ment of this most sacred of the 
institutions of the capitalist class before 
the working class. 

Or it would have had to decide in favor 
of the victims which would tremendously 
increase the prestige of Communism and 
working class activity generally. The 
only road it could "safely" take at the 
moment was the middle road of quibbl- 
ing over legal technicalities. This it 
does most elegantly. It makes a parade 
of the learned justices' erudition; it 
traces a devious course through certain 
as[iects of the history of American law; 
it. juggles with definitions in and amend- 
metns to the I'. S. Constitution. And it 
arrives at the conclusion so obvious to 
all that the boys wen; not represented 
by counsel in the courtroom at Scotts- 
boro. 

The liberals are singing a hymn of 
praise to American institutions. They 
say that the Court has redeemed tiie 
prestige of capitalism. They prate elo- 
quently of justice and fairness and fair 
play. They are confused to the roots of 
their thinking. And they arc sowing con- 
tusion with a prodigal hand. The capi- 
talist press is open wide to them now 
for this purpose. They are serving capi- 
talism well. 



Soviet Economy in Danger 



(Continued from page 1) 
live products eat up the steel that is up 
to quality." "The technical coefficients 
in the use of the equipment are taking 
a sharp turn for the worse." '"The cost 
of production of commodities is rising 
sharply." Two figures will suffice; in 
1931 a ton of iron cost 35 roubles ; in 
the first half of the current jcar the 
cost cae to (10 roubles. 

In 1020-11)30, 47 thousand tons of cop- 
per were smelted; in 1931, 4S thousand 
tons, one-third of the amount set by the 
plan. For the current year the plan has 
been lowered to 00 thousand tons but 
for the first 8 ouths less than 30 thou- 
sand tons have been smelted. What this 
means in the manufacture of machines in 
general and of electro-technical equip- 
ment in particular, requires no commen- 
taries. 

Iu the sphere of electrification, with 
all its successes, there is considerable 
lagging behind; the power plants in Au- 
gust delivered 71 percent of the energy 
they were supposed to develop. For th 
Industrialize ton writes about "the in- 
ept, illiterate and (he uncultured exploi- 
tation of the erected power stations." 
Great difficulties are being threatened in 
the winter in the sphere of power pro- 
duction. They have already begun in 
the Moscow and Leningrad regions. 

The tight industry which tagged ex- 
cessively behind the plan last year, 
showed a rise in the iisrt half of the 
current year of 10 percent but in the 
third quarter it fell below the figures of 
last year. The industry providing food- 
stuffs occupies the last place. The sup- 
plementary production of products for 
mass consumption wheh are supplied by 
the plants of heavy industries compose 
for the eight months only 3a percent of 
the yearly stipulation. It. is not possi- 



ble at present to estimate what part of 
this mass of commodities that are im- 
provised in a hurry, really meets the re- 
quirements of the market. 

The factories are supplied with coal 
and raw material by means of bursts 
of telegram-lightnings. The industry, as 
Economic Life puts it, "sits on lightning." 
lint, even bolts of lightning cannot de- 
liver what does not exist. 

Coal, hastily mined and porly sorted, 
hampers the operation of coke producing 
enterprises. Excessively high content of 
moisture and cinders in the coke not only 
reduces the quantity of produced metal 
by millions of tons but aisol owers its 
qualify. Machines of poor metal pro- 
duce inferior products, result in break- 
downs, force inactivity u]ion the working 
hands, and deteriorate rapidly. 

In the Urals, the paper apprize us, 
'"the blast -furnaces are in fever", because 
of inadequate supply of fuel they are 
allowed to cool down rom 3 days to 
20 days. Here is a cirmiistiince illumin- 
ating to the highest degree: the metal- 
lurgical plants in the Urals had their own 
horse convoys for Ihe transportation of 
fuel: in February of this year the horses 
numbered 27,001), the number' fell in' 
July to l-i,OfX>; and in September to 
4,000. The reason for it is lack of fod- 
der. 

Pravda characterizes in the following, 
manner the condition o the Stalingrad 
tractor factory in which the quantity of 
annual castings fell from 250 to 140 
tons (quey-thonsads?) 'The equipment, 
due to ihe absence of rudimentary and. 
constant technical supervision. .. .has ex- 
cessively deteriorated." "Defective pro- 
ducts have become as high as 35 percent. 
"The entire mechanism of the corpora- 
tion is wallowing in dirt," "In the 
foundries ther.e is never a thought of 



the next day." ''Methods of handicraft 
are swamping continuous belt produc- 
tion." 

Why is production lowered in light 
metallurgy in the face of cotlosal invest- 
ments? Because, replies Pravda, "the 
separate branches of a single combine 
are not coordinated with one another in 
their capacity.*' And in the meantime 
the task of coordinating branches has 
been solved by capitalist technology. And 
how much more and difficult is the ques- 
tion of intercoordinalion independent 
enterprises and entire branches of indus- 
try i 

''The cement factory in Podolsk Is in 
dangerous straits", writes For the Indus- 
trial izatioti : In the first half year the 
production program was fulfilled aopro- 
ximately GO percent, in the last months 
the fulfillment dropped to 40 percent... 
The basic costs are twice as high as 
those set by the plan." The character- 
istics cited above apply in various de- 
grees to the jjntire present industry, 
(To Be Continued | 
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Unfortunately a great many workers 
fall for this stuff. They have seen 
Hoover In action. They are familiar 
with the peaceful nature of their local 
capitalist institutions. But they still 
have faith iu that solemn and august body 
of men who are chosen solely for their 
merit to sit in judgment on the laws 
enacted by congress and the states. To 
the extent that they believe this they 
will turn a deaf ear to the Communist 
analysis of lliis decision and reject the 
party's call to action. 

There is a growing number of class 
conscious workers who will not be fooled 
by this dubious maneuver of a capitalist 
class made cautious by a rising tide of 
working class protest. They will under- 
stand that the Supreme Court is a bul- 
wark against any ''left" deviations by 
legislative and executive branches of the 
government. They will see clearly that 
Ihe batlii* must still be fought to its con- 
clusion by the same fighting methods 
which have already resulted in one vic- 
tory. Encouraged by this victory they 
will nevertheless see clearly the danger 
IMiints ahead. They will remember Mint 
the retrial is scheduled for the same 
court under the same judge who first 
sentenced them to death. This will sig- 
nify fo them the necessity for an even 
greater protest movement on the part of 
a united working class. 

For A Broad Movement! 

These workers will look to the party 
fo build and organize this movement. In 
this orientation they will be correct. The 
victory the party has already won gives 
it this right. Upon the basis of the move- 
ment already built the party will have 
to build a broad protest movement em- 
bracing the entire working class. The 
party must issue the call to build this 
movement. To date the party press con- 
fines itself to agitation. This is correct. 
But it is not enough. 

The party must issue a call for united 
front conferences. The prestige it has 
won will give it the entry into organi- 
zations and a hearing before strata of 
the class which would otherwise be in- 
different to its apiieal. Workeis imbued 
with confidence in the party because of 
its fight and its first victory will answer" 
this call. 

The untied fronts must be genuine. 
They must be permeated with the spirit 
of working class democracy. No mechan- 
ical control! The workers suffering from 
the stifling control of the A. P. of h. 
bureaucracy will not stand for if. here. 
And conversely this is the opportunity 
par excellence for the Communists to 
teacli the workers what working class 
democracy really is. Let all participate 
and have freedom of discussion. What 
should the party fear? Time and the 
class struggle has given it the firmest 
position. To work! 

— T. STAMM. 

CHEN DU-HSIU 

(Continued from page 1) 
Chen and the other militants arrested 
with him. Up to now, the International 
Red Aid and its American section, the 
International Labor Defense, have pre- 
served a horrible silence on the ease. 
It is imperative that a genuine mass pro- 
test he made in this and other countries 
so that the hankmen of lh;e Chinese 
proletariat and peasantry may know that 
they cannot turn our comrades over to 
the executioner! Let every class con- 
scious worker voice his elementary sol- 
idarity with the prisoners by acting im- 
mediately, before it is too late. Raise 
the question of the Chinese comrades In 
every labor organization. Demand that 
the Daily Worker, the party as a whole, 
and the I. L. D. commence a campaign 
for fhe endangered revolutionists! 



The Left Opposition Breaks Ground 
in the Pittsburgh District 



PITTSBURGH.— 

Conditions of the working class in this 
most highly industrialized section of the 
country represent what most nearly ap- 
proaches a cross-section of proletarian 
life in the country as a whole. More 
than 100,000 jobless fill the narrow, 
winding, filthy streets of Pittsburgh. 
Every day bears witness to new scenes 
of their misery. The furliiture of evict- 
ed families, blocks the sidewalks of the 
proletarian quarters and the press con- 
tains full pages of eviction notices, fore- 
closures and legal action against the 
workers from day to day. 

The utterly prostrate and dejected 
among the unemployed, those who cannot 
find even the doubtful refuge of rela- 
tives and friends, flock to Father Cox's 
Shanty town! there exists no greater 
repulsive and more disgusting a picture 
of squalor. The good "Father" preaches 
meekness and bids the unemployed await 
better' times with the presidential in- 
cumbency of his recent rival and present 
endorsee, the Asior Raskob man — Frank- 
lin Roosevelt. In the meantime the in- 
habitant of the reverend Father's Roos- 
eveil.ville spends his time iu primitive 
handicrafts, leads a life that resembles 
more that of the feudal serf than that 
of the twentieth century machine-age- 
man. 

The Workshop of the World— at 
One-Third Capacity 

Conditions among the workers still at 
work— so to speak — are even worse. 
Steel workers at the mills are lucky if 
they have three day's labor a month. 
Hut that is not all. The Steel Barons 
wer'e the initiators of all ihe wage cut 
drives of the depression years and the 
steel workers' remuneration has been 
reduced to the vanishing point. Steel is 
the pivot industry in the Alleghany re- 
gion. And Pittsburgh is a "one factory t 
town"— in the highest sense of the word. 



to all the other industries. Since steel 
production is flat on its back, the result 



into motion elements of new militancy 
in the working class. Workers of all 
shades are beginning to ask themselves 
how such a situation can exist, what the 
causes for it are. They ask these ques- 
toiis of themselves, not because they are 
accustomed to philosophizing. It is their 
very mode of every day life, it is actu- 



fs, in round figures, a total industrial] aily thell . bread a!1(i butter problems that 
output in Western Pennsylvania of about ( f(irce them fo Diluse atld to reflect on 
one-third of capacity. The destitution of j , hf , K( , ^sHo^. Militants, whom fhe 
the proletarians, whose only means ofj p,. 0S pe r jty period, and the double-edged 
livelihood is their labor power, which biade of reaet i tm characteristic of if, had 



they are forced to sell on the market on 
the basis of the conditions created by 
capitalism, is therefore self-ex plained. 
And yet for all the poverty and wretch- 



eliminated from active participation in 
the various phases of the struggle, are 
once again showing signs of interest, are 
once again expressing willingness to re- 



eduess prevailing, it is remarkable that- i&SB the 8gllt- BlU , he sltd experiences 
no forceful resistance has been in evid-, of pass iyi t y and inaction in tiie course 
ence on the part of the workers here.) of thf . p:tKt four years have made them 
It strikes one as extremely peculiar that; cau tious and judicial. The number of 
in this very cradle of American industry,' thos( , i3 Kteatli i v increasing who not only 
in this most powerful producing section! 3ee tllc „,, e(i f ilga i n taking up arms, 
of the United Stales, unionism and labor 
organi7.it i ion is at its lowest ebb. Equal- 



ly strange is the fact that the monopoly 
capitalists and bankers of the Mellon- 
U. S. Steel. Westing house combine have 
succeeded to maintain their reactionary 
whip over the backs of a proletariat with 
such a splendid record of militancy as 
the Homestead Strike, the Great Steel 
Strike of 1919 and the McKeesport bat- 
tles of 1922-23. 

And more than that, discontent among 
fhe factory masses is literally seething. 
The unemployed showed their will to 
fight as early as the first year of the 
depression in the tremendous demonstra- 
tions under the leadership of the Com- 
munists. Small and isolated strikes, like 
the militant strikes of the clothing work- 
ers and the bakers at present, crop up 
all over town. But after all is said and 
done, nothing remains of a unified and 
organized character of struggle. The 
isolated fights — without spreading out 
and seeking coordination — remain impo- 
tent and drown In apathy and dissipa- 
tion. 

The Inevitable Awakening ot the 
Militants 

This is the situation which after four 



Activity in the steel mills eels the tune dreary and dismal years of crisis sets 



but who also demand to know what sort 
of arms to take up and how to fight. 
They are weighing carefully the prin- 
ciples, the policies, the strategy and the 
tactics of the various political forces iu 
the field. They fee! that if the fight is to 
be taken up in earnest, it must be on 
firm ground. 

Within the A. F. of L. unions, the work 
of the reformist fakers in lulling the 
masses with their treacherous policies 
of class collaboration is becoming exceed- 
ingly clear. And, when Green and Co. 
come out. finally, for such "radical" de- 
mands as unemployed insurance and 
''independent political action of the 
workers", it is because their rank and 
file iu industrial sections like the Pitts- 
burgh sector, are already miles ahead 
of them, because the workers in the 
shops are being made ready by condi- 
tions to shake off the fetters of the trade 
union bureaucracy. The prestige of 
what few old Left wingers still remain 
in the reformist unions is gaining day 
by day, while new Left wing forces are 
making their appearance. 

Clarification Begins in the Ranks 
of the Party 

The growth of class consciousness and 
a spirit of militancy among the masses 



cannot of course help but have its effect 
on the membership of the official Com- 
munist party as well. The active com- 
rades in the C. P. who ha\e, from their 
daily contacts, felt the new fea- 
tures in tiie situation: the general 
discontent, of the broad layers of work- 
ers, the rebirth of militancy in the old 
organizations reaching even into the 
ranks of the decrepit and corrupt social- 
ist party, the possibilities for important 
progress of Communism — have also been 
obliged to review the recent past and 
to draw lessons therefrom. 

Sporadically and in a groping, instinc- 
tive way, it is true, but nevertheless so 
conditioned that they have had to con- 
front the stupid and disastrous policies 
of the Stalinist faction with the very 
facts of everyday life. The contrast be- 
tween the excellent prospects for Com- 
munist work and the retrogressions and 
defeats engendered by the false direction 
of the leadership opened the minds of 
many party comrades to the dangers 
brought upon our party by the Stalinist 
bureaucracy. Faced at each step with 
persecutions foP pointing out the destruc- 
tion caused by the Stalinist "third per- 
iod" policies; with their "united front 
from below only", with the sharply con- 
trasted adventurist, and opportunist sides 
of the unemployment work, for instance; 
disillusioned after many "turns" and 
"half-turns"' which alt remained on 
paper and which brought the party not 
a single step forward, the militants were 
led by the logic of their st niggle to 
concentrate fire against the local bu- 
reaucracy as such. After a hard fight, 
the Pittsburgh rank and file finally 
forced the recall of the altogether dis- 
credited and incompetent bureaucrat, 
Carl Price, from his position as District 
Organizer. The Price Incident cannot 
help but teach the party comrades the 
important lesson, that only by an actual 
and determined fight can they help re- 
generate the party. 

But it would be altogether misleading 
and self-deceptive for the Communist 
workers to consider the defeat of Price 
as an ultimate victory and to rest upon 



their laurels. Before the Pittsburgh 
militants there now lies the task of draw- 
ing the conclusions of their light to a 
higher plane. The more thoughtful com- 
rades will inevifably have to pose the 
question as to the roots of the bureau- 
cracy, as to the basic causes for the 
Stalinist regime of blunders, crimes and 
wreckage. In doing this, they will not 
be able to avoid a consideration of the 
point of view of the Left Opposition and 
comrade Trotsky, representing a consist- 
ent Leninist line of struggle that foretold 
all the mistakes of the Stalinists and 
the results following from them years 
in advance — and with scientific Marxian 
precision. 

Whether the comrades stop to consider 
these questions now or not, their further 
experiences will require this of them. 
The comrades have had their lesson with 
bureaucrat Price. Bureaucrat Johnstone, 
who has been magnanimously sent down 
from above to make the Pittsburgh Com- 
munists forget Price, will not only serve 
to teach fhe local comrades another les- 
son iu the fight against bureaucracy and 
the non-Leninist system it represents. 
Kitlier way, the Ideas of the Left Opposi- 
tion are bound to force their way into 
the party ranks. The Left Opposition 
as such will always stand ready to ren- 
der every aid possible and to fight side 
by side with the serious and conscientf- 
oits party militants for the Leninist re- 
dressment of our Communist party. 

— S. G. 
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FOUR YEARS! 



Trotsky Greets Militant 

The Revolutionary Kernel Is Assembling Around Opposition 



Call the Scottsboro Conferences! 



J 



To the Editors of. tie Militant. 
Dear Friends : 

I fear that my greetings to the fourth 
anniversary of the Militant will arrive a 
little late. But my greetings are none 
the less hearty because of it. All our 
friends on this side of the ocean value 
highly the work which you have carried 
on during this long, and yet short, per- 
iod. 

Can we consider ourselves satisfied 
with the results of our work? Of course, 
this question concerns not only the Uni- 
ted States but also all the other coun- 
tries in which our adherents live and 
struggle. To answer this question is 
not so simple. As yet, the Left Opposi- 
tion has nowhere become a muss move- 
ment. But it has assembled the revolu- 
tionary kernel which knows what it 
wants. Precisely in this field are the 
achievements o£ the Militant greatest. 
Not so long ago the Right Opposition in 
a number of countries seemed to be much 
stronger and more deserving of attention 
than the Left. From the very outset, we 
were of the opinion that the Right wing 
group will experience an evolution to- 
wards the social democracy ; giving up 
some of its elements to us and some to 
official Centrism. The developments of 
the last year have completely confirmed 
this prognosis. In Germany, the Brand- 
lerltes have split, giving a considerable 
minority to the Socialist Workers Party, 
which means to the Left social dem- 
ocracy. In Czechoslovakia, the Right 
Opposition went over to the social dem- 
ocracy ; the minority, with the revolu- 
tionary elements, under the leadership 
of comrade Neurath, joined us. In 
Switzerland the Right Opposition is com- 
ing closer to the social democracy while 
among the better section of the workers 
sympathies are growing towards tiie Left 
Opposition. As far as can be judged from 
here, the Lovestone group In America 
can hardly boast of any successes. Their 
official organ, in the first place, is char- 
acterized by confusion. These people 
do not know what they want and are 
scarcely capable of foreseeing what 
shore they will be washed upon by the 
first strong wave. 

In the camp of official Communism, 
confusion of no lesser degree. The reso- 
lutions of the Twelfth Plenum of the 
ECCI offer a terrible testimonial of 
poverty which the leadership of the Com- 
intern issued to itself. In spite of the 
exceptional conditions of the economic 
crisis and a complete internatioanl im- 
passe of imperialism, Communism barely 



moves ahead. In some countries (Ger- 
auy, Bulgaria), it registers certain pure- 
ly parliamentary successes, which do 
not, however, correspond in any way to 
the scope of the social crisis. In other 
countries, Communism retreats before 
tiie social democracy on every field of 
the working class movement {France, 
Czechoslovakia j . In all countries with- 
out exception, the cadres of official Com- 
munism are most dissatisfied, disorient- 
ed, split into separate inimical groups. 

The condition of the party apparatus 
in the USSR bears a most menacing char- 1 
acter. No one really trusts the leader- 
ship there and the leadership has com- 
pletely lost all faith in itseif. Every-! 
thing that the party contains of think- j 
ing revolutionary elements, is turning to- 1 
wards the Left Opposition. The forces 
on which Stalin based himself in the 
struggle against us, are turning over 
more towards the Thermidor. The sit- 
uation in the Soviet Union is an extremely \ 
difficult one. In the political chaos to 
which the Centrist bureaucracy has' 
brought the party, only the Left Opposf-j 
tion knows what it wants. j 

The political lite of the United States 
is clearly .approaching a turning point. 
Within the near future it will become 
clear that when Heraolitus the Dark 
said, "Everything flows, everything 
changes", lie had in mind also the rep- 
ublic of Hoover- Roosevelt. Old tradi- 
tions, conceptions, prejudices, will go by 
the board. Through a period of ideol- 
ogical chaos and stress, the classes in 
American society will create for themsel- 
ves a new modern ideology. A strong 
revolutionary kernel, welded by a uni- 
formity of doctrine and political meth- 
od, will be called upon in such a period 
to play a great role. The creation of 
such a kernel is the achievement of the 
Militant. So much the heartier is my 
greeting. _Tj, TROTSKY. 

I'rinkipo, November 1, 1932. 



As day after day passes, the great 
opportunity to mobilize the masses 
of the working class to demand the 
freedom of the Scottsboro boys, which 
the Supreme Court decision gave to 
the Communist party, is slipping 
away. All eyes were on the party 
and the I. L. D. when the decision 
was handed down. The workers ex- 
pected that the party would give the 
signal for an even greater struggle. 
As yet there is no struggle, and no 
call to build one. Are the workers 
to be disappointed? The answer 
rests with the party. 

What is the reason that the party 
does not issue the call for united 
front conferences of workers' organi- 
zations? Why do they hold back? 



What is there to bo gained by this 
delay? The new trials will be held 
in March. No time must be lost in 
building a lighting movement of the 
black and white workers to give a 
great force to the legal arguments 
which the I. L. D. lawyers will make 
in the courtroom in the Spring. That 
is the way the working class wins 
its "law cases". 

Every worker inside the party and 
outside must now raise his voice in 
comradely critcism of the party for 
this harmful delay and urge it to 
issue the call for united front con- 
fernees on a national scale. Let us 
proceed at once to forge the weapons 
which can accomplish the freedom 
of these boys and strengthen our 
fight -against all class persecution. 



Marchers Advance 
To Demand Relief 

Broad, Militant Movement Can Win for Unemployed 



A SHANGHAI REPORT OP 
COM CHEN'S ARREST 
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Fight for Left Opposition Proposals in 
Pittsburgh Hunger March Conference 



PITTSBURGH.— 

Friday evening, Nov. 11, the United 
Front Hunger March Conference of Pitts- 
burgh was held at Walton Hall. Ac- 
cording to the report of the credentials 
committee, 69 delegates representing 22 
organizations were present. The report 
said these organizations were such as the 
ILD, the IWO and also mumbled some- 
thing about A. P. of L. locals. 

But the names of the organizations 
were not given. From the faces of those 
present, it was, however, easy to ascer- 
tain that the vast majority were party 
members or members of organizations di- 
rectly controlled by the party. Aside 
from the two delegates of the Communist 
League (Opposition) we know of only 
the two delegates of a single Unemploy- 
ed Citizens Committee (Musteite?) as be- 
ing non-party workers in attendance 
there. This Is sufficient to characterize 
the "united front" nature of the confer- 
ence as well as the new and latest turn 
toward "genuine united front work" made 
by the recent Stalinist plenums on a 
national as well as on an international 
•cale. Charcteristic also of the carica- 
ture "united front" was the fact that in 
this heart of the steel industry the "re- 
presentative of the steel workers" was a 
frail girl comrade, who herself told us 
that she comes from — the Hill Section, 
that well-known citadel of steel produc- 
tion She was the delegate of the 

party's Steel and Metal Workers Union, 
the only one to speak In Its name at 
the conference. 

The Left Opposition Takes the Floor 

Alter two very matter of fact reports, 
dealing with practical directives rather] 
than with the outline of a political pro- : 
gram of action, by comrades Kearns and] 
Myerscough, discussion was opened, The 
discussion dragged along at a slow tempo 
for about half an hour, the participants 
dealing with minor questions, which 
though important in themselves, were in : 
place at practical committee meetings 
rather than at a united front conference. 
It was not until the delegates of the 
Left Opposition took the floor that the 
conference became alive mainly due to 
the anxiety of the party bureaucrats to 
drown out the Leninist united front pro- 
posals of the Opposition. 

Comrade Gordon took the floor for the 
Communist League of America (Opposi- 
tion) and In the brief time allotted to 
him greeted the conference In the name 
of our organization, pledged support to 
its work and outlined in concise form toe 



Leninst united front policy of the Left 
Opposition on the unemployment ques- 
tion. After criticizing the official re- 
porter for not drawing the highly im- 
portant lessons o£ the Chicago hunger 
march, explaining the latter and calling 
for their application in Pittsburgh, the 
delegate from the League closed with a 
presentation of the unemployment plat- 
form of the Leninist Opposition (immedi- 
ate relief, supplemented with the de- 
mands for unemployed insurance, the 
six-hour day without reduction in pay, 
long term credits to the Soviet Union, 
etc.). He repeated the pledge of loyal 
cooperation with the conference and Its 
committee, in spite of differences in 
policy, and took his seat amid vigorous 
applause from the other delegates. 

Immediately, the party fraction started 
with its organized attack. A certain 
Menken made himself ridiculous with the 
charge that the Opposition wanted to 
cooperate with the treacherous Bill Green 
.and by slinging with some assinine slan- 
ders about the local group. A whole 
string of others followed with the same 

(Continued on page 2) 



The letter below, which we have 
just received from our comrade in 
Shanghai, will serve also as a reply 
to the vicious police article which 
appeared on the question of comrade 
Chen Du-Hsiu a few days ago in the 
Daily Worker. The article of the 
Shanghai correspondent of the Work- 
er, if it had any meaning at all, might 
have been written in the chancellery 
of Chiang Kai-Shek. it announced 
that our comrade Chen was merely 
going to Nanking to "interview 
Chiang Kai-Shek". In China, such 
"interviews" have a murderous mean- 
ing: the word is the cynical expres- 
sion used to signify that a revolution- 
ist is being sent to his death. The 



Stalinist crime in this case iies in 
the fact that they are not only sur- 
rendering our noted revolutionist to 
the Kuo Min Tang assassins with- 
out joining in our protest, but are 
actually covering up the black butch- 
ers by disseminating the malicious lie 
that comrade Chen has been sent un- 
der military escort to. .. ."interview 
Chiang Kai-Shek. No conscientious 
revolutionist can remain silent in 
the face of this horrible piece of 
Stalinist police work. liaise your' 
voice in protest and demand that the 
party and the I. L. D. act to re- 
move the stain they have cast on the 
Communist movement ! — Ed. 



SHANGHAI.— 

On October 15, the Kuo Min Tang gov- 
ernment and British Imperialism dealt 
a heavy blow to the Chinese section of 
the International Loft Opposition Com- 
rade Chen Du-Hsiu was arrested, and 
other arrests and raids continued for 
about three days. Twelve comrades were 
taken altogether, among them four mem- 
bers of the Central Committe, the rest 
being functionaries and technical work- 
ers. This came about, just as in May 
1931, as a result of betrayal, of which 
there has been an epidemic in these last 
two years, in the official party as well 
as in the Left Opposition. For example, 
in Nanking, responsible workers went to 
the authorities to betray all the other 
comrades, so that over 30 comrades were 
shot. In some local organizations, the 
party secretary has handed to the police 
the other party workers. As for us, 
our best comrades, six of whom are mem- 
bers of the Central Committee, two of 
May arrests in 1931 took away many of 
them already dead in prison. The sec- 
ond betrayal followed in August 1931, 
in wheh live comrades, one of them a 
C. C. member, were arrested. There 
were also several individual arrests made 
this year. 

But this time the loss to us is infinitely 
greater. Now nearly the whole C. C. 
(except for two worker-comrades) has 
been put In prison and you can well im- 
agine the consequences. 

Bourgeoisie Jubilant 



the general secretary of the party is a 
youLh named C. whom I knew well. He 
is of student origin, sent to Moscow at 
the end of 1926 to study as a member 
of the 1". C. I. First as student and 
then as interpreter, he remained in Mos- 
cow until litaa or 1930, joined the party 
there and in Vi'i'l he becomes the general 
secretary of a parly which claims hun- 
dreds of thousands of members. There 
is nothing strange in it ; he attained the 
post simply because he is the puppet of 
the Stalinist specialist on China, Miff. 
The party's old leaders have either gone 
into the "Soviet and Red Army districts", 
occupying posts as "iieople's commissars" 
there, or have simply been removed from 
responsible work, like Strakhov, or have 
been expelled from the party. The 
party is physically exterminated tinder 
the "leadership" of such Moscow students 
who are only capable of obeying and 
transmitting instructions from the Comin- 
tern to the lower organizations, and of 
carrying on intrigues against their ad- 
lersaries. Thus, a comrade in the high 
leading party organs once toid me that 
the members o£ the Political Bureau 
show absolutely no initiative in the work, 
but only do what they are ordered. One 
of our own comrades from Hongkong, 
who just came out of prison, told me the 
following: in prison he met a responsible 
party worker who informed him that in 
Canton there are not even Communist 
elements, and in Hongkong there are 
only two party nuclei which consist ex- 
clusively of functionaries sent from the 
, T ! le .,! rT ! S L 0f wf ra , de Cnen bas^eaU- outside by the party. Communist ideas 

not uE[y cease to penetrate into the 
masses but they even lose their hold on 
the old party members. Some vie with 
each other in delivering thir own com- 
rades to the police: others have recanted 
and re-entered the Kuo Min Tang to re- 
ceive jobs there. 



ed forth, both in the imperialist and in 
the Chinese bourgeois press a satisfac- 
tion and a wild joy. The Shanghai Times 
speaks of him as "the father of Com- 
munism in China". The Chinese bour- 
geois press speaks of his arrest as "the 
most important case since the drive 
against Communism started". Thus, in 
spite of the slanders of the Stalinists, 
in spite of the numerous arrests of 
Communists, the capitalist press still re- 
gards the arrest of comrade Chen as the 
mot important one since 1927. 

The Chinese Communist Party is de- 
capitated. Nobody, not even in the party 
ranks, knows the party leader or lead- 
ers. Several months ago, I learned that 



Delegates of the national unemployed 
! hunger march are converging upon Wash- 
j ington to demonstrate at the opening of 
tiie coming short session of congress. 
They are going to demonstrate to give a 
great emphasis to the need for working 
class relief. They are the advance guard 
in a struggle which, of necessity, must 
develop into much larger proportions. 
Every ounce of working class energy 
should therefore be thrown into the scale 
to support this demonstration. 

These hunger marchers represut some- 
thing very real regardless of their pre- 
sent limited credentials. They represent 
millions of workers thrown onto the so- 
cial scrap heap by a protracted and 
growing unemployment crisis. No secur- 
ity whatever for these millions has so 
far been provided by those who, today, 
rule us all. On the contrary, the chang- 
ing economic structure of the country 
works in the opposite direction. Today, 
decaying capitalism throughout the world, 
transforms millions of workers into hun- ' 
gry, homeless tramps. And it is an im- ', 
portant sign for the future when especial-] 
iy in the United States a section of them 
clearly :ihow that they chose not to sub- 
mit, but prefer the road of lighting re- 
sistance. In this sense the hunger march 
is a great harbinger of the future. But 
so far it represents directly only the mili- 
tant working class section. 

In a snial measure the hunger march 
is another test to decide the future dir- 
ection of working class struggle. Reform 
or revolution. This test wil have an 
iniiuence on the coming decision which 
the class must make. But it is also a 
test of policy which, in the end, will de- 
termine our success and victory. 
It is not the revolutionists alone who 
are recorded in favor of unemployment 
relief. The distinction between the re- 
formists and revolutionists cannot be 
made that way, as the official party lead- 
ers have so often attempted to do ; nor in 
the amount of dollars and cents demand- 
ed for relief, as they have also done. The 
reformist leaders of tile Socialist party 
long ago, began speaking for the needs 
of the unemployed, for relief, for a mea- 
sure of security through unemployment 
insurance. Now even the A. F of L lead- 
ers speak in favor of a system of un- 
employment insurance. But actual strug- 



gle for its attainment is the test of 
the- sincerity of these proposals. There 
has not been one step taken or proposed 
by the Socialist party leaders, nor, of 
course, by the A F of L hierarchy, to 
obtain this mere reform measure. These 
elements are bitterly hostile to hunger 
marches and to any fighting demonstra- 
tion for relief. Is not this the surest 
proof of their game of deception? 

Actual relef can be won only by a 
determined fight against the opposition 
of the capitalist rulers, and we are here 
confining ourselves solely to the question 
ofa melioration of unemployment, and 
not speaking at all of its solution. In 
tliis determined light the national hunger 
march plays its important part. Moreover, 
when correctly pursued it can, in a mea- 
sure, become one of the stepping stones 
toward reaching the revolutionary solu- 
tion of the unemployment problem. 

But to have any significance at all in 
Ibis respect and to really play an im- 
portant part in the struggle for relief 
such hunger marches must become an ex- 
pression of the working mass as a whole, 
not merely of one small section. The 
workers under social reformist influence 
should be drawn in The workers of the 
A F of L and all unions should be drawn 
in. Most certainly the success of efforts 
in that direction will determine the suc- 
cess in getting relief for the class as a 
»ho)e. This was very clearly demon- 
strated in Chicago where the official Com- 
munist party, despite its present false 
views of the united front policy attained 
a great temporary success. 

It is pertinent to ask: are the Social- 
ist party leaders, are the A F of L leaders 
to be allowed to record themselves for- 
mally in favor of relief without being 
forinaily, in reality and in every other 
respect, put to the test in the struggle 
which is necessary to obtain relief? 

The official party has nothing to gain 
from confining the unemployment demon' 
st rat ions to the section of the working 
class which it influences or controls. On 
the contrary, it must take the opposite 
road. The way to do that is through the 
united front policy which brings the 
workers' organizations together, with 
their leaders, or in spite of their leaders, 
in unity of action for specific objectives. 

—A. S. 



Stalinists Make Right About Face in 
Chicago Uuemployed United Front 



Chiang's "Blue Shirts" 

Meanwhile, Chiang Kai-Shek has found 
a new orientation for his policies. He 
no longer feels able to control the heter- 
ogeneous K. M. T. effectively and has 
therefore organized a Fascist organiza- 
tion for himself, the socalled "Blue 
Shirts Association". In actuality, the 
(Continued on page 3) 



The recent united front conference 
held in Chicago to fight the SO percent 
reduction in unemployed relief instituted 
by the city authorities, was a striking 
vindication o£ the policy of the Interna- 
tional Left Opposition and its American! 
section on the united front. What lends i 
this fact such importance is that for the 
first time in many years in Chicago, a i 
genuine united front of working class ■ 
organizations was constituted in the 
struggle on a specific issue affecting all , 
workers. The organising committee that . 
initiated the conference was composed, [ 
strange as it may seem, of the Unem- , 
ployed Councils dominated by the Com- ' 
munlst party, the Chicago Committee on 
Unemployment, controlled by the Social- ; 
ist party, and the Workers League, rep- 
resentative of the split-oft section of the . 
Proletarian party. 

That the whole incident is regarded 
with utmost seriousness by our party 
is illustrated by the fact that the columns' 
of the l>aily Worker contained lengthy 
reports of the conference, the demonstra- 
tion, and topped this off by publishing 
a page article by Bill Gebert on the! 
"Lessons of Victory of Chicago Unem- 



What Do the Communists Say About Mr. Duranty and Comrade Stalin? 



There is no capitalist newspaper cor- 
respondent in the world today more au- ' 
thoritative and accurate in reporting the ; 
standpoint of the central Stalinist lead-| 
ership than Mr. Walter Duranty, the high' 
est paid foreign correspondent in the I 
world, stationed in Moscow for years. : 
What he writes about Russia in the con- 
ventional language of the bourgeois press ■ 
is a faithful copy of what is generally 
(eft half-said or unsaid by the decisive 
Stalin staff. > 

We have pointed this out on many oc- 
casions in these columns and it has be- 
come a commonplace in the radical move- 
ment. The only ones who still deny it 
formally [and always with that hollow, 
ferocity which convenience rather than 
conviction dictates), are the editors of 
the Daily Worker. The division of labor' 
still operative in the Stalinist machine 
does not permit them to acknowledge ' 
what is apparent to a child, for to do 
so would explode too many fictions dls- ' 
seminated by the Centrist school of falsi- 
fication. The untrustworthiness of the' 
denial, however, is confirmed by the fail*' 



ure of the local Stalinists to meet our 
challenge, i. e., to deny that Duranty's 
dispatches to the New York Times are 
used as the basis for oountless "re- 
writes" in the Daily Worker office, which 
finally make their bow as "special cor- 
respondence from Moscow." It is quite 
well known in informed party circles (we 
know it from personal observation for 
weeks on end) that the Duranty dispatch 
of the morning usually re-appear in more 
"orthodox" language In the following 
day's issue of the central party organ. 
If for no other reason, then, the most 
recent of Duranty's sensational dis- 
patches are of more than ordinary inter- 
est to the Communist workers. If you 
want to know what is really happening 
in the cabinets of the Kremlin, what is 
really going on in the minds of Stalin 
& Co. (not what they say on holiday oc- 
casions), pay close attention to the in- 
formed reports of Mr. Duranty, which 
tire read with equal avidity by the State 
Department officials and the members of 
the Central Committee of our Commun.- 
ist party. 



In the Tidies of December 20, 1932, 
Duranty, referring to two editorials in 
Pravda, official organ of the Russian 
party, which "throw new and interesting 
light on the Soviet attitude toward for- 
eign labor unrest", remarks : 

"The earlier editorial for the first time 
enunciated clearly what has become 
known as the Stalinist (Attention, Mes- 
srs. Lovestone and Co.! — S.) doctrine— 
that a successful Socialist State can be 
established in the USSR irrespective of 

what happens abroad The editorial 

did not specifically disavow socialled Bol- 
shevik propaganda — that would he too 
much expect (As yet? — S.) — but made 
it clear that the establishment of a So- 
calist State in the USSR had replaced 
pro)>aganda as a means and a purpose 
of the Kremlin policy. . . . 

As to the second editorial, Duranty 
writes, "the Kremlin fears the danger of 
war is now so great in Europe, especial- 
ly Germany, that even the gains— from 
the Bolshevist point of view — ~of a so- 
cial revolution disappear In comparison 



with the danger of war or become actu- 
ally undesirable because any grave social 
disturbance at the present juncture might 
provoke war. No other interpretation of' 
the two Pravda editorials is possible save 
this strange paradox— that the Bolshevik 
Kremlin today regards the growth of the 
revolutionary movement in Europe with 
real anxiety." 

Two days later, Mr. Duranty continues 
with his instructive revelations, still in 
the same key: "If peace can be main- 
tained the Soviet government is contid- '' 
ent the difficulties will be overcome and 
that a year or two will bring compare-, 
lively smooth sailing (Duranty's trans-! 
lation of Stalin-Molotov-Iiadek's "class- \ 
[ess socialist society". — S.), but a dls-i 
turbance now would be little short of dis-l 



astrous. More than any country in the 
world the Soviet Union today finds peace 
desirable and almost necessary. 

"For this reason a grave revolutionary 
outbreak in Germany or elsewhere looms 

(Continued on page 4) 



ployed." The Socialist party similarly 
engaged in such an inner' discussion. To 
understand this heated discussion, we 
will endeavor to examine the conference, 
I he demonstration and the post confer- 
ence period. 

Birth of the Movement 

Without a doubt the birth of the con- 
ference was due entirely to the pressure 
of the rank and file elements in all three 
unemployment organizations. We shall 
not here take part in the discussion as 
to who were the prime initiators of the 
conference. The party claims this dis- 
tinction — the Workers League contests 
this claim. We let the readers judge 
upon the cxaminaton of the material pre- 
sented. The unempl©3 - d in Chicago have 
undergone severe suffering during these 
years of crisis. They have faced police 
clubs on numerous occasions. At othei 
times they watched their comiades fall 
by bullets. Starvation and misery was 
and remains their lot. Those small num- 
bers of workers receiving a measly stun 
for relief suddenly found this relief cut 
in half. It was this latest act which 
caused a fermentation in the ranks of 
the unemployed and was responsible tor 
the pressure put upon the leadership of 
all three unemployed organizations, to 
act. That is the only explanation as to 
how a united front was organized through 
(he initiative of three organizations, two 
of which were the Communists and So- 
cialists. 

The need for such united front action 
has existed for a long time. It was not 
brought about because of the opposition 
of the Communist party and the Social- 
ist party. The Socialist party refused 
to participate in united front actions be- 
cause they did not want to join in strug- 
gle with the Communist party, because 
they fear real struggles of the masses, 
because their role in the workers move- 
ment is in reality to check the militancy 
of the working class. The party, whose 
duty it was In the very beginning and 
at all times to initiate such united front 
action, was bound hand and foot by Its 
stupid, sectarian policy of the "united 
front from below". This policy, based 
on the false conception of social Fascism, 
which ascribed to all other organizations 
and their membership a "counter-revolu- 
tionary" role, resulted in conferences or- 
ganized by the party which brought to 
it only party organizations and parly 
members, But no broad masses of nou- 
( Continued on page 8) 



A6E2 



THE MILITANT 



SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26. 1932 



Letters from Militants 



Parly and Opposition 
in Pittsburgh 

PITTSBURGH — 

The Left Opposition in on the go in 
old Smokeytowu. Our literature and 
our propaganda are beginning to dig deep 
into the sentiments of the Left wins 
workers. "I.ji .iyisin" is becoming a 
by-word on tne Hili, in the downtown 
section, out m Oakland near the 1'itt 
campus and on Squirel Hill. The reason 
Is not hard to guess. Alter years of 
crisis aud after so many experience of 
Stalinist bungling with the great possibi- 
lities for Communist work among the 
suffering and discontented proletariat. 
Communist and non -Communist workers, 
are beginning to reilect upon causes. 

They want to know why so little pro- 
gress and so much backsliding has been 
the fate of the labor movement under 
conditions favorable for its growth. Tliey 
want to know what the way out is. And 
they are inevitably turning- to the ideas 
that correctly analyze the past mistakes 
and point the way to the right road for 
tae present and the future — to the ideas 
of the Left Oppostlon led by Leon Trot- 
sky. Workers want to know what the 
Bolshevik-Leninist Opposition stands lor, 
they are eager to become acquainted with 
lis Marxist program. Here are a few 
example* ; 

Opposition Holds Classes 

Recently, two classes, one in the his- 
tory of the Three Internationals— with 
comrade Gordon as instructor and one in 
the Fundamentals of Communism (in 
the Greek language)— with comrade Sif- 
akis as instructor, have been organized 
by the local committee of the Communist 
League. Three sessions have already 
been held of the first and two of the 
latter. Every session brings with it new 
faces. All the workers who attend them 
show a deeply gratifying iuLerest. Com- 
radely discussions take place, in which 
supporters of the ofiieal party policy take 
the floor for argument and rebuttal. All 
the comrades are anxious to equip them- 
selves with a Marxian education. Need- 
les to say, the Stalinists have up to now 
not even thought of conducting such 
educational activities. 

In addition, a Greek Workers Circle 
has been organized which is going ahead 
with planned activities. 

Gordon Speaks Before Young Workers 

On Sunday, October 16, comrade Sam 
Gordon spoke before the Progressive 
Youth Club, a young workers' organiza- 
tion up in the Hill sectloD. A few words 
are necessary for a description of this 
Club. 

The Progressive Youth Club of Pitts- 
burgh was organized some seven or eight 
months ago te carry on social, sport and 
cultural activities among the local work- 
ing class youth. Its membership is of 
a lively and spirited composition thor- 
oughly proletarian in character and alert 
In mind. Within the club, members and 
supporters of the official party, support- 
ers of the Left Opposition and a few 
nondescript reactionary elements are ac- 
tive. The latter have been campaigning 
to "keep politics out of the organization" 
and have been getting a measure of sup- 
port from some of the members who are 
stili Inexperienced and to whom the in- 
evitable connection between the activities 
of the club and the forces of the class 
struggle within capitalist society under 
which it exists — has not yet become suf- 
ficiently apparent. The party members, 
equipped with the misleading and abor- 
tive policies of Stalinism, have been con- 
ducting a hard — but hopelessly muddied 
—fight for an enlightenment of the club 
members and against the reactionary idea 
of making the club "non-political". 

Oppositionist Gets Floor In Spite of 
Machine Tactics 

But, as in so many other instances, 
the Stalinist line imposed upon the party 
membership shows its real, back-sliding 
and opportunist character, In fact — its 
meaningless nes s, whenever it bucks up 
against the Left Opposition. And so, 
on the Sunday in question, when comrade 
Gordon was invited to take the floor by 



is very general. It does not even tell 
tae Utica workers how to organize the 
fight for the release of the men. Yet 
here we have a real class-struggle case 
that ought to be brought to the attention 
manner and explained to them how their of every worker. It is certainly of suf- 
previons acUon served a reactionary pur- fit-lent importance to warrant the form- 



,>ose. Ail these present listened atten- ing of a special defense organization. It 
tively until lie was through. f,one of 
the party members took the floor in re- 



buttal. One of their group even came 
over to the speaker to shake hands with 
iiiin. The meeting then came to a peace- 
ful conclusion. 

The "Frellieit' Lies and Slanders 
As Usual 
In the Freiheit of Tuesday, October 25, 
there appears an account of this same 
meeting, coupied with a venemous, un- 
scrupulous attack upon our courageous 
and lighting Pittsburgh comrade, comrade 
Jim Sifakis, leading Greek worker. After 
warning the Jewish workers on the Hill 
!o keep away from this "Trotskyist" 
liend, the Freiiiwt correspondent proceeds 
lo tell its readers that the "Trotskyist 
speaker nearly provoked a fist fight and 
wanted to break up the meeting". This 
is, of course — the Olgin sheet true to 
color | . New York workers have Ion. 
been acquainted with the lying and slan- 
derous character of its attacks against 
Ihe Left Opposlion. JSy the example of 
tliis piece of reporting, the Pittsburgh 
Jewish workers will have a chance to 
judge for themselves. 

The workers of Pittsburgh, coming to- 
wards Communism, will, we fear, yet 
have many such actions and "reports" 
before them to lie able to decide amply 
between the Stalinists and the Left Op- 
position. They will learn that it Is the 
Stalinists who by their bungling, their 
bureaucracy and their lies, are retarding 
our communist party and that it is the 
Left Opposition alone that will eventu- 
ally help make it the righting mass party 
of the proletariat which it should be. 

— B. J. 

New Protest Against 
Stalin Bureaucrats 

DAVENPORT, IOWA 

To all Young Communist League and 
Communist party members, sympathizers, 
sua! friends: 

To the Section Committee of the Young 
Communist League and Communist Party, 
Davenport, Rock Island and Moline Sec- 
tion: 
Dear Comrades: 

The tiltecnth anniversary of the Rus- 
sian revolution finds the revolutionary 
movement in America and throughout the 
world in perilous straits. 

Bureaucracy has its stifling hold upon 
the throat of the movement, choking all 
initiative and life from the rank and file. 
■Hie rights of the membership are dis- 
regarded. Important decisions are made 
and chaus<'d without the voice of the 
rank ;md tile. This results in the inabil- 
ity, ignorance, and the lack of initiative 
on the part of the rank and file to carry 
oat decisions and continue the progres- 
sive work of the movement. 

Discussion on theory and practice so 
necessary for the healthy life of the 
movement lias been replaced by a mili- 
tary-like discipline whose entire sub- 
stance is bound by the word "obey". 
There is no objection to discipline 
Communist discipline, a discipline of those 
who know and understand the decisions, 
their reason and importance. 

There is a great need for study, dis- 
cussion and consideration by the rank 
and file to bring out a clearer under- 
standing of the theory and practice of 
our movement. 

The entire movement is kept in a state 
of ignorance and doubt on the latest de- 
velopments of the critical situation in 
Germany, China and the Union of So- 
cialist Soviet It ©publics. 

Uureaucracy bloomed at the expulsion 
of the International Left Opposition and 
has since held sway throughout the Com- 
immst International in the Communist 
Party of America and in the Soviet Un- 
ion. Since the death of Lenin, in the 
struggle against the Left Opposition, bu- 
reaucracy became dominant in the entire 
apparatus of the Communist Internation- 
al and continues today. 

Bureaucracy is necessary for the Stal- 
When bureau- 



should not be left in the hands of a small 
I. L. D. committee and lumped in with 
other cases for general propaganda pur- 
poses. 

At the time of the six men's arrest, 
a representative from the I. L. D. wae 
sent here in connection with the case, 
but soon left the city, after having made 
lhe local comrades understand that they 
must handle the matter th enisle ves, the 
I J,. U. central committee having too 
many other matters to attend to else- 
where < !). 

The comrades here are all foreign-born, 
with very little cxiierieuce in defense or- 
ganization. Ten members were present 
at the meeting I attended, and they ap- 
peared to be very pessimistic in regard 
lo organizing a broad united front for 
tho defense. Two of Uiese arrestejd 
are still in jail, the other four being out 
on $o,000 bail each. They have a law- 
yer, but he has notified them that he 
will drop the case unless he receives 
more cooperation. 

The defense committee gave in their 
report at the meeting, and several mem- 
bers then spoke on the report. Their 



speeches consisted largely of questions,- 
such as: Why don't we get more support? 
Why doesn't the I. L. I). grow? Why 
do the workers desert us? Why can we 
not build a broad united front? Why 
are we so isolated from the workers? 
Why is the L L. D., which is supposed 
to be a mass organization, only composed 
of party members whose meetings are 
mere duplications of branch meetings? 

These were all significant questions, 
coming from sincere workers willing to 
learn and to do something for their class 
—a real good proletarian element, 1 
thought. So when they were through 
putting their questions, I got the iioor 
and attempted lo give them an answer. 
I save a little history of the I. L. 1>. 
and an outline of lhe party's mistakes. 
In contrast to what would happen in 
New York, where I. L. I), members have 
been poisoned agluiBsti the Opposition, 
1 was well received and was even ap- 
pointed on the defense committee. I 
proposed that a letter be drawn up and 
sent to the secretaries of all uiiions and 
working class organisations in Utica, ami 
that an open letter be distributed to the 
members of these organizations to in- 
sure that the letter to the ollieials should 
not be "forgotten". 

I don't know how long I will be able 
to stay in Utica lo follow up the work, 
as I haven't gof a job yet, but I will 
do all I can while I am here. 

—GADFLY. 



Our Club Plan 

MILITANT BUILDEMS 



The Pittsburgh Hunger March Conference 



(Continued from page 1) 
half -hearted and lame arguments, all of 
them calculated and discredit the Opposi- 
tion and ull certain to reflect more 
purely on the stupid and servile 
character of those who made them, as the 
every day struggle continues to prove the 
correctness of the Leninist position o£ 



minding the delegates, many o£ whom 
knew him from the past, of his long re- 
cord of militancy in the Pittsburgh rev- 
olutionary workers movement. The party 
speakers, under Stalinist inlluence, were 
then forced to grasp — as to a last straw 
— on the word "Opposition' 1 in the oiliciai 
name o! our organization, to make a dem- 



the League. Finally, the discussion wasj agogie appeal to the sentiments of the 
summed up by Myerscough, who softly j audience, stressing that "Opposition" 
side-stepped all the political issues, and,! means a desire to disrupt, 
lorccd to defend himself for forgetting] Comrade Gordon again took the iioor, 
altogether about the great lessoiie of the, ;o tear down the veil of demagogy and 
Chicago incident resorted to picking 1 to bring the discussion once more up lo 
up the cheap slanders of those who pre- j a ]>oIitical plane. He reiterated the Left 
ceded him. No votes on policy were i opposition's unemployed platform, stress- 
laken. Resolutions were relegated to the ed again our loyal desire to cooperate in 



last point in the order' of business. 
i-J lo 1— Aii Insufficient Majority for tiie 
Buremierats against the Leninist 
Opposfton 

Next, the conference proceded to elect ^ 



SECOND PHASE OF THE 
CLLB PLAN 

The Militant is still desperately in 
need of financial assistance. If it is to 
appear regularly as a weekly we must 
build a sounder financial base under it. 
This is primarily a question of circu- 
lation. That of course rests on political 
factors. For the moment we are leaving 
these aside. We are concentrating on 
the question of promotion, of building 
a larger circulation. 

It is in this connection that we want 
to introduce here the second phase of the 
Ciub plan. You will frequently run 
across workers and people sympathetic 
to the Left Opposition who are sub- 
scribers themselves, have all our liter- 
ature and who are willing to donate 
money to us but are unwilling to give 
money without getting something in re- 
luru. 

It is our idea to put them to work 
through the club plan to increase the cir- 
culation of the Militant. How can this 
be done? Very simply. We have on 
hand one thousand cards ready to ship 
when ordered. These cards sell for iifty 
cents apiece. Across the top runs this 
legend : Exchange this card for one half- 



Now some points about the idea. The 
cards are known as Paid Sub Cards. They 
are sold by the Militant only on a cash 
basis. They are sold by the MUitaot In 
blocs. The minimum number in a bloc 
is four. There is no maximum. These 
cards apply only to new subs. They do 
not apply to renewals. The worker who 
lias one of these cards given to him or 
sold to him has only to All in his name 
and address and send it in to the Militant 
to be entered as a subscriber. Nothing 
more is required from him. A comrade 
who buys a bloc of these cards is a 
Militant Builder. 

As we said we have 1,000 of these 
cards. In money that means JGOO. How 
long will it take us to convert these 
potential assets into cash? Let us see. 
We will keep a record in these columns. 
Now who will be the first? 

TIIE STAFF TO DATE 

Comrade Vomits is no longer the un- 
disputed leader of lhe staff. The Chic- 
ago Friends of the Militant Club shot in 
8 subs on two club plan blanks and shot 
into a tie for the leadership. That Is 
the way we like to see it go. A cut and 
dried affair has no interest in it. This 



year sub lo the Militant. Sample below, looks like a lively race. We shall see. 

Anyone who sends in one of these cards 
with his name and address filled out 
will be entered on the Militant mailing 
list as a subscriber. How does he get < 
this card? In this way. Suppose you j 
approach a worker and ask him for a 
donation o£ two or more dollars. He 
says: O. K., but I want something for 
this money. I have a sub to the Mili- 
tant. I have all of your literature. 
What are you going to give me?" 

To this comrade we say: ''Very well. 
We understand your feelings and we have 
just the thing you want. If you give 
us two dollars we will give you four of 
these paid cards. Each one is good for 
a half-year sub to the Militant, Now 
you can do whatever you want with these 
cards. You can sell them to workers and 
people you know, one at a time; or you 
can give them away to workers who can 
then send them in to the otlice and be 
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an executive committee. Comrade Jim 

<*if-iiiii (if the Pittsburgh branch of the discussion. 

C L A was iiommue 6 , among other, I politically, he repeated the Stalinist myth 

immedfaely another liurry started among of the "united front from below" as 

he pt S members. The'comrnittee was 'against the Opposi ion s Leninist united 
smmosed to consist of 25 members. 23 ttwL policy. Heckled and forced to re- 

vefe nominated and accepted aad a vote treat there, he stopped to an attack upon 

was i point. But Sifakis wa* among our Illinois comrades. Interrupted in 

Uie -4 and it was impossible for the Ms slamU^s there, he finally resorted to 

bureaucrat to stomach even this lone sterile demagogy borrowed from the pre- 

I elt Oppositionist on the conference vious Stalinist speakers, revolving around 

body The -leaders- immediately got the siander about the word •■Oppor— 

into a huddle and hit upon this clever . This closed the diseu^ion and 

. , .i T,.« m ,o ™,t nf tho was taken. In spite of all the oil 

maneuver to keep the League out of the ^ ^.^ ^ ^ am ^ ^.^ 



the work of tho conference committee, then send taem m to tne omce anu oe Tne rpcord by cities a ] R0 was changed 
in any case, and called upon the delegates entered as subscribers ; or you can sell ; fW)m wh;lt i( . waR two igsyes ag0> Min . 
to put the Communist League to the Uiem en bloc to workers' organizations. noapolis ia ll0 longer in first plaee. Chic- 
It is up lo you to dispose of them as ago h . ls otl(st ,.ipped it . But this is not 
you can and please. j j (l[ . i OI1Ki sil y ur comrades up there. 

Now what are the advantages of this Queen sabe as the Spanish say? We 



put 
test in actual every-daj- struggle, to 
judge it. and its policies on that basis. 
Myerscough once again summed up the 
Forced at first to argue 



Opposition 
a vote 
efforts of 



committee: There were not enough wo- 
men workers on the committee! And 
with this, nominations were once again 
opened. Once the nominations were re- 
opened, representatives of the National 
Student League, the Musteite Citizens 
Council and any number of other organi- 
zations were asked to add their represen- 
tatives to the commiltee. And then the 
fight against the Opposition's nominee 
began in earnest. The Stalinist repre- 
sentatives did not shrink from the worst 
methods of slander, provocation and 
demagogy in this fight, in which the sec- 
urity of the Stalinist "line" was threat- 
eiied — on a committee of 30 — by a single 
Communist League militant! Significant 
enough. 

Comrade Sifakis took the floor to de- 
fend his candidacy. Again the Lenin 
policy of the Left Opposition was brought 
before the conference, our comrade re- 



only some 30 votes against Sifakis, most 
of the others abstaining and 7 voting for 
the Left Opposition candidate. 

In spite of ail these provocations, the 
Left Opposition was the first to pledge 
:i definite sum in financial support of 
the Unemployed Conference. The con- 
ference then adjourned with a hasty read- 
ing of resolutions. Others wanting to 
propose resolutions were lnagnanimously 
invited to bring these to the committee's 
headquarters. 

The Left Oppositon's action at the 
conference will not remain without ef- 
fect on the revolutionary workers of 
Pittsburgh. An important wedge for the 
Leninist regeneration of the Communist 
movement and for the progress of revolu- 
tionary labor movement in Pittsburgh 
has been driven. 

— S. G. 



arrangement? First: the Militant sells 
these Paid Sub Cards ONLY on a cash 
basis. Thus we get money in advance. 
This is a very important point as all 
can see. Second : these Paid Sub Cards 
are sold by the Militant in blocs of not 
i<*is tlwii four at one time. This makes 
ihe minimum sale §2. The purchaser can 
resell them according to his opportunity 
en blocs or singly. When he succeeds in 
selling them he can reorder more from 
the Militant. Third: workers get a fifty 
percent reduction in lhe price of a half- 
year sub. Everybody gels something 
!;nd the Militant gets a boost on its up- 
ward climb toward a bigger circula- 
tion. 



shall 



see this too. 
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As we foretold New York is moving up. 
Slowly, you say? Right but what counts 
is who ci'osses the tape first at the end 
of the race ; and things which have great 
bulk and travel long distances pick up 
speed as they go along. "Watch our dust, 
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several members of the organization and illiat ''egime to hold sway. 

cracy is done away with, the party can 
return to its former Leninist path. The 
movement will revive and march to vie- 



by Its secretary, a young party comrade 
jumps up and objects. And here is the 
strange point: He objects — no doubt un- 
def instructions from the bureaucrats — 
on the grounds that Gordon is a "Trotsky- 
ist" and that a motion was passed at 
some time or other not to have political 
speakers take the Iioor at meetings. 
(This was a comrade who had, as a mat- 
ter of fact, led the fight against the "no- 
politics" tendency}. Harping, thereby, on 
backward sentiments in the club, he suc- 
ceeded In pushing through a motion not 
to give the representative of the Left 
Opposition the floor. 

A short verbal skirmish took place 
among the members only, in the course 
of which, the workers supporting the de- 
mand that Gordon be given the floor call- 
ed for adjournment and invited all these 
who wanted to listen, to stay. Hut the 
party comrades had received their in- 
structions. They were determined to 
prevent the Left Opposition from being 
heard, no master for what length of 
time, no matter on what subject. They 
were ready to fight in their determina- 
tion. In order to avoid a fist light, the 
sympathizers of the L. O. called upon 
all these who wanted to hear Gordon 
to adjourn to a nearby room. 

The great majority of the club members 
remained and took their places in the 
next room. Even the party comrades de- 
cided to Stay. Comrade Gordon, referr- 
ing to the incident of the evening, gave 
a short half hour's talk on tho history of 
the straggle for workers' free speech and 
proletarian democracy and on the signi- 
ficance of the latter in preparing (he 
working clasi for the overthrow of it» 
MplttlUt marteri. He criticized the 
rjftrtf member* In a direct but comradely 



lory as in the days of Lenin. 

Comrades, the struggle against the Left 
Opposition constantly comes up through- 
out the world and has been brought to 
our attention locally. It is high time 
that the rank and file make a thorough 
Mt»dy of the Left Opposition, its program 
and point of view, and then examine the 
program as drawn up by the present lead- 
ership, their point of view and demand 
a discussion and convention correctly to 
settle this question by the membership. 
Comradely yours, 

GEORGE MILLAGE. 
E. E. THURSTON. 
S. It. CLAUSSEN. 
October 25, 1932. 

Utica I.L.D. Fails 
to Act 

UTICA, N. Y. 

I am sending you a leaflet that speaks 
for itself. I don't know whether or not 
there has been anything in the Dally 
Worker about this. 

I attended the .meeting of the local 
branch of the I. L. D. the other night 
and found the state of affairs shocking. 
Six Utica workers were arresOed last 
July, when the police broke up an un- 
employment demonstration. The men 
were charged, with inciting to riot and 
assault, and are now facing a ten to 
li.teen year jail term. 

Apparently no real effort is being made 
to sav» t&em from priton. A» 
you can see from the sampla en- 
closed, the I. L. D. approach to the ease ranging for and speaking at meetings. 



troduced to the culinary art as Stalin 
practices it. . . . 

This incident, it is true, is In itself 
comparatively unimportant, especially 
seeing that the letter condemned itself by 
its tone and substance anyway. But 
what kind of a parly is it many asked, 
which has leaders who can attempt such 
little -maneuvers"? Can functionaries 
of this sort gain the confidence and re- 
spect of the workers of Des Moines, can 
,hcy lead those workers through difficult 
unities, and stand those acid tests and 



exception, the comrades knew. Weren't! low sham, but no democracy? 



Des Moines, Iowa - A New Battleground 
For the Left Opposition 

DES MOINES IOWA. — distributing leaflets 'and in our speeches 

Another pillar-albeit a very diminutive' and conversations explaining Communism 
one-of the rotting structure of the and the tasks of the work that they 
Stalinist system has just fallen. In Des could see that we were pro eta nan rev - 
Moines a good half of the membership olufion.sls and therefore should be m 
— 11 to 12— are in revolt against lies and tll(; i«rty. 

bureaucracy. They refuse to be bullied Helping this out was the newness of 
or terrorized, insist upon their rights, are ihe party in the city (6 months), so that 

studying the cause of the Left Opposition the bureaucracy was not yet developed j tense strains when they are of such a 
calmly and objectively. A few others' and strong, the members were not poison- puny moral stature? ^And this isn't the 
are in the process of becoming convinced 1 ed by slander against us, arguments of 
but all vigorously protest bureaucracy 1 reason acocrdingiy exerted some force, 
and demand our reinstatement into the : Lastly members, still uncorrnpted, had 
party. Already we two, Barach and 
Gottlieb, have been expelled, with one 
other Gay. Three whose probationary 
periods expire this week, will no doubt 
be expelled. And with these a larger 
group of about (i or 7. To the party 
functionaries It looks, indeed, as if the 
members are intoxicated, have gone mad, 
or else are excessively "weak" and so 
have succumbed to our "wily demagogy" 
(although why they— -the great almighty 
1'oobahs with all the power of the appar- 
atus and their overwelming correctness 
of principle should not he able to more 
than counteract this, is left unexplained). 
But the members themselves feel not in 
the least intoxicated, mad, or "weak" but 
rather as if they were just shaking off 
the spell of fake promises and glittering 
appearances and have at last seen and 
experienced the perfidious, disgusting 
essence of Stalinism. 

Comrade Barach and myself were un- 
animously admitted into the party on 
Sept. 12 by Unit 2 even though in our 
statement we stated clearly that we were 
Oppositionists and would remain so, but 
still would obey party discipline, etc. 
It was due to the fact that we had worked 
aloaj with them in the mat* work, ar- 
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members, you see, had not yet been in- ventions and meetings?" Hear— O stupid 



a lively sense of workers' democracy 
and justice lo which we could successful- 
ly appeal. 

However, 5 days later, 2 days before 
the next unit meeting, we received the 
following note under a personal signa- 
ture from Heinz Schroder, tho section 
organizer: 'Your application for mem- 
bership into the party with your state- 
ment denouncing (literally) Trotsky's 
theories and tactics in the U. S., has been 
received. You are refused admission in- 
to the Communist pari v* . This note, 
which provoked outspoken resentment 
among the member's, was characterized 
in a resolution of the unit as containing 
an "open brazen lie (that we denounced, 
when we upheld), an insolent attempt to 
usurp authority (refusing us membership 
under a personal signature), a bureau- 
cratic overriding of the proper procedure 
and will of the unit." And Schroeter, 
its author, on the strength of this and 
some similar misdeeds was censured and 
condemned and was warned "that if his 
behavior weren't corrected, more drastic 
steps would he taken." He was removed 
from his position as delegate of Unit 2 
to the City Central. It's been a long 
time since ft unit has asserted itself like 

this. Just think a loyal Stalinist 

functionary so sharply reprimanded! The 



one — the essence of democracy consists 
least of all in the bare right of elec- 
tions. Did not Napoleon secure the 
"sanction"' of the people of Eraiuce to 
his becoming Emperor by submitting it 
to a referendum or plebiscite? Do not 
ihe workers of America have the bare 
right of election? Is this democracy' 
Haven't we always insiated and been 
taught that true democracy needed a 
basis of full unhampered preliminary 
discussion, submission of documents, and 
the right oi opposition, for it is to be 
real? Have we not always insisted that 
without this you have a mockery, a hol- 



;he higher-ups notified and was Schroe- 
Uer reprimanded or recalled? 

Incidents of a similar order followed in 
quick successions. The unit meeting of 
Sept. ItJ admitted us despite the protest 
of schroeter, who disrupted the meeting 
and walked out when he was outvoted. 
The following evening a special unit 
meeting was called by the City Central, 
out of which wo were violently ejected, 
while another comrade, Gay, was expelled 
by the City Central whirh met before the 
unit meeting — a City Central in which 
sat and voted Srhr'oeter, who had been 
recalled the day before. Ten other mem- 
bers, protesting this use of violence and 
bureaucracy walked out after Gay and 
us. 

The following week, in a more or less 
packed and hastily called meeting of the 
entire Des Moines membership, Enlick, 
the 100 percenter railed and stormed for 
an hour and a half with a long sum- 
mary, and her supporters granted her 
another 50 minutes while we were just 
granted a meager 40 minutes (they first 
wanted lo make it 20). We were expel- 
led with Gay, 3 others put on probation 
and the rest warned, and ail this, despite 
the packed meeting and lack of time, by 
only a slim majority of one— 10 to 0. 
"Do we not have democracy in the 
party?" Erllch protested, "do not the 
members elect the functionaries at con- 



"And look,' she said "Hhey disrupt 
lhe unity, they adenate the members 
irom the leaders, they undermine the 
cojdideuce ot the members in the lead- 
ers' The first Is of course an empty 
phrase. But to the second and third 
we are proud to plead guilty. Whence 
this concern over the trust and confidence 
of the member? Whence this kowtowing 
to the leaders? Learn from Lenin's and 
Luxemberg's struggle ! As if by trying 
up the destinies of the movement with 
the leaders of the present moment — we 
are best guiding it. And what a fragile 
trust it must be that can be so easily 
dissolved? What a crew of leaders 1 

Another feature worth mentioning : the 
party although here all summer has been 
woefully backward in its educational 
tasks, there not being one study, lecture 
or open forum class to its credit (just 
street meetings), despite the fact that 
the members are new We immedi- 
ately strted a study class In the A B C 
of Communism and a lecture class in the 
History in the Opposition. So it wasn't 
peculiar that one of the contacts defined 
us an "educated Communist." 

What happened in Des Moines shows 
that the Opposition must reach th«se 
units and districts where at present it 
is unknown, because here is a most 
fruitful field. We must redouble our 
effort. _ M . QOTTLIBB 
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Class Trends in Elections 



We return to the election lor tlie pur- 
pose ol discussing the class motion re- 
vealed by the election. We have already 
dealt with the results on the basis ot 
the partial returns. .What we are inter- 
ested in is the relation of forces below 
the democratic and republican parties. 
The relation of reform and revolution and 
the motion of the working class caused by 
the prolonged crisis. 

Throughout the country and particu- 
larly in New York and New York City 
there has been a tendency of the voters 
to cross regular party lines, To cut up 
and down the ballots. To protest against 
the unbearable conditions. Tainmany was 
hard hit by the protest vote for Hill- 
quit and MeKee. 

Tlie capitalist papers voicing the opin- 
ions of the capitalists, uphold this pro- 
test because they desire a reduction of 
tax and more drastic measures against 
the workers who menaced their return 
to "prosperity". The workers, says the 
capitalists, want a '-dole" and. a '•bonus" 
and a better living standard — that '"can- 
not" be paid if markets are to be ob- 
tained on a lower level of world com- 
petition. 

The capitalist papers spoke of this pro- 
test and cutting across party lines as 
a return to a "sane vote' 1 of men and 
women wno vote for the '"best man". 
The economic trend has swallowed up 
the bourgeois '"individualism" and this 
return to voting for the best man gives 
the capitalists the impression this is a 
return to their happy past and a relief 
trom the present which is already very 
unsatisfactory. 

This is the bourgeois concept of the 
problem, but it Is incorrect. In reality 
it is the expression of the capitalists' 
desires. When party lines of reaction 
break, the safest thing for the two party 
system is to talk about voting for the 
best man. The capitalists wilt always 
see that the democratic or republican 
party, or if necessary the socialist party, 
will have the "best man", when the be- 
ginning process of the motion of the 
class shifts the workers to the Left, into 
the stream of class struggle. 

The protest vote of the election, the 
cutting across party lines considering the 
many forms of disenfranchisement and 
counting out of the Communist party 
shows that the motion of the class in the 
last three years is to the Left. An ideo- 
logical change in the class is taking place 
following the enconomic changes. The 
capitalists desire to hold the working 
Class into safe channels is well served 
by the best man theory. 

The ideological hold reaction had upon 
the workers has been shaken. Large 
layers of our class have cut themselves 
loose. They are grouping for a way out. 
The molecular process has started. The 
crystalizing pole of reaction has lost its 
power. The political lag of the class is 
being narrowed by the present events. 

Roosevelt, the "best man" was a suit- 
able net to hold in cheek the bulk of 
discontent. It has slowed the process to 
the left but has not stopped the process 
and the centrifugal force away from re- 
action. So far, the new crystalizing 
poles of reform and revolution have not 
been able to pull the main whirling class 
motion itself. However, one thing can 
be said at this stage— that there will be 
a bitter fight between reform and rev- 
olution for the lend In transforming the 
centrifugal force of the class away from 
reaction to centripetal forces for re- 
form and revolution. Which of the two 
poles, reform or revolution, will obtain 
the decisive lead in the coming period 
will to the greatest degree depend upon 
the Communist party, its program and 
tactics in the class struggle. 

It is not a two cornered fight between 
reform and revolution, with the factions 
and divisions within each camp as well 
as between these two camps. Reaction 



still has a word. More than once, in the 
their hold upon the masses. But more 
than once they have been able to trans- 
form this centrifugal force into centri- 
petal force, subjecting the American 
worker tdeolog'fealy to new bonds. And 
in this problem of regaining lost ground, 
the economic factors were not the only 
factors favoring the capitalists. The in- 
ability of the revolutionist to pose the 
question and answer it by Marxism, in 
theory and practice has done its share 
to help the capitalists. 

In 1012 "Teddy" Roosevelt's "revolt" 
was able to prevent the molecular pro- 
cess of our class motion from moving 
to the next stage, to erystalizing chan- 
nels. The war played its role and then 
in l!t24 LaKolfete and' the "Independent 
political actionists"' repeated this ser- 
vice for the capitalists. P. D. Roosevelt 
plays his part today, as the "best man". 
In this latter period, after the war the 
American Communist were taking steps 
forward, but with the warped concept 
of F; inner- Labor party and slogan of a 
Labor party we helped reformism build 
a wall between the molecular motion of 
the class to the left and its crystaliza- 
tion into the camp of revolution. 

Today tlie opportunist platform of 1932 
of the Communist party repeats this In 
a different form. 

This time reaction will not have such 
a favorable opportunity. Economics has 
moved ahead and does not favor the 
capitalists in the relation of class forces. 
The contradictions are far too great. 
The center of the axis is moving to the 



left and the educated capitalists know 
that « regrouping and stop gap at the 
point of reform is a thousand times bet- 
ter than a erystalizing point at revolu- 
tion and class straggle. 

The Staliistns inability to understand 
the relation of reform to revolution in 
the American link of tlie world capi- 
talist chain, although playing into the 
hands of reaction, nevertheless is not 
sufficient for the capitalists to readjust 
their forces on the same central axis. 

The driving forces of the economic con- 
tradictions are greater than the blun- 
ders of Stalinism. However, the Stalin- 
ists blunders does not enable us to make 
a clean sweep from reaction to revolu- 
tion, rather, it helps the reformers hold 
these workers between reaction and rev- 
olution. 

In order to take advantage of the cen- 
trifugal forces within the camp of reac- 
tion and obtain this motion around our 
orbit we must have a Marxian program 
and tactics. Living on the heritage of 
the October revolution has its power but 
in the long run cannot replace a Marx- 
ian program. If we do not correct 
these Stalinists blunders, in theory and 
practice, in time the quantity gain of the 
reformers and the socialist will transform 
to "quality" for reaction. If we do cor- 
rect these mistakes a quantity and 
QUALITY gain for the Communists will 
drag with it a quantity gain for the 
reformers but not a quality gain. 

The next election like the present 
election will merely raise the curtain 
to show how successful we have been 
in the task of exposing the enemy and 
building our own structure. The present 
election does not speak so well for the 
Communists. It speaks better for social 
reformism. 
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The Stalinist Turn in Chi 



(Continued from page 1) 
party workers. It was this policy that 
isolated the Party from the masses at 
the time when the party should stand 
at the helm of working class movement. 
Then how is it possible for the party 
which maintained up to the Chicago con- 
ference and continues to maintain even 
now, officially and nationally, the policy 
of the "united front from below", to 
enter into a genuine movement of this 
character, to negotiate with the "leaders 
of these organizations". How did it come 
about that the Socialist party which has 
always stood in the way of genuine uni- 
ted actions of the working masses, like- 
wise took part in the preparation and 
organization of the Chicago united front 
movement? The explanation is to be 
sought in the worker-members of these 
organ iza tons who put pressure upon the 
leaderships and demanded an end to the 
trilling with their problems. 

Workers Respond U> Call 
The call for the conference signed by 
the three organizations met with a huge 
response everywhere. The masses react- 
ed as never before, and the conference 
bore testimony of this fact. ToO dele- 
gates representing 350 organizatons made 
up the conference. Included in the con- 
ference were over 40 church organiza- 
tions composed entirely of unemployed 
workers, the Farmer-Labor Party, the 
A. P. of L., fraternal organizations, 
the TUCL. Upon the invitation of the 
Workers League, the Chicago branch of 
the Communist League sent two dele- 
gates who were seated, quite obviously 
only because of the presence of such a 



wide v.irlwy of organisations and work 
irs who resented any effort on the part 
of the party to unseat us. 

The Conference had hardly convened 
when difficulties arose. This was to be 
expected. A gathering composed of so 
many conflicting organizations and poli- 
tical movements could not but go through 
deep antagonism and struggle. What 
. was clear from the outset was the de- 
velopment of a Left wing group under 
the leadership of tile Communist party 
and a Right wing group headed by the 
Socialists. The Left wing was in the 
great majority. But from the very be- 
ginning tlie paiiy made the error of de- 
siring to "capture" the conference, al- 
though It was quite clear that by virtue 
of numbers alone the Left wing domin- 
ated the conference. The election of a 
chairman brought the conference Into its 
lirst crisis. Having previously agreed 
upon Karl Lochner, representing the Un- 
employed Councls, as secretary, the or- 
ganizing committee referred the election 
of the chairman to the floor of the con- 
ference. The non-party elments proposed 
the election of a temporary chairman un- 
til such a time as the credential com- 
mittee reported on the number of dele- 
gates. The party insisted upon a per- 
manent chairman from the outset, and 
for whom everybody present at the con- 
ference, whether delegate or not, sup- 
lwrting the party, cast a ballot during 
ilic first vote. The farce was too obvious 
and upon protests from various delegates 
a re vote cut the number of "delegates" 
in half. liven then the Left wing vote 
was in a majority. 
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Xlie Arrest of Comrade < lion 



(Continued from page 1) 
K. M. T. is a Fascist party in its rela- 
tion to the workers and poor peasants. 
But Chiang no longer trusts the K. M. 
T. and is compelled to lead an independ- 
ent political existence. This is sympto- 
matic- of the fact that the K. M. T. is in 
the process of disintegration. Therefore 
the edge of the ''Blue Shirts Association" 
is directed more against Chiang's political 
opponents inside the K M T. This as- 
sociation has its "blood and iron groups" 
in Nanking, Hankow and Shanghai, to 
initiate the '"movement of extermination 
of opponents'' or the "blue terror" 
They make secret arrests and assassins' '• 
attacks. The cadres fof this "blue"' 
movement, Chiang Kai-Shek draws from 
two sources: (1) the former Whampoo 
cadets; (2) the students from Moscow. 
Chiang Kai-Shek often gives high pay to 
those renegades and Moscow students. He 
often puts the question to them : How did 
Stalin eliminate Trotsky? His press 
openly advocates that he should apply 
the same methods to his political adver- 
saries as Stalin did to Trotsky, or Mus- 
solini to Nitti. There are now more 
than 300 Moscow students in Chiang's; 
service. They are fighting for the non- 
capitalist development of China and the 
land to the iieasanLs. Of course, not 
only Chiang- Kai-Shek but other groups 
of the K. M. T-— under one cover or an- 
other, social democracy, peasants' and 
workers' party, etc. — draw recruits from 
the renegades from Communism. Owing 
to the absence of mass movement, these 
attempts have not come out into the open 
but group themselves around various 
magazines. 

The entry of these renegades into the 
K. M. T. is the outcome of the Stalin- 
ist school of educaton. The Stalinist 
school suppresses free speech and free 
thinking, obligates the students to mem- 
orize the Marxian -Leninist catechisms 
mechanically, without understanding 
their inner connections, without remold- 
ing the mind, only disorients the best ele- 
ments In our own ranks, facilitates it for 



alien elements to adopt protective col- 
ors, and at the decisive moment,— they 
turn against us. The Stalinist school 
dues not educate the new generation from 
the poiut of view of Communism, i. e., 
of permanent revolution, but from the 
point' of view of vulgar democracy, i. e., 
class collaboration. Stalin's policy is 
always directed towards weakening the 
position of the C. I>. and strengthening 
that of the enemy. It is disastrous in- 
deed that during the revolutionary as- 
cent, the Chinese party as a whole was 
put at the disposal of the K. M. T. and 
during the counter-revolutionary triumph, 
a part of its forces serve the K. M. T. as 
traitors. lie-education is needed to turn 
us into genuine Communist but under 
the blows of reaction and the prejudices 
sown for years, this is an extremely dif- 
ficult task, which accounts for the' slow 
progress the Chinese Opposition has been 
making. 

Chen's Record of Struggle 

Comrade Chen has been the most pro- 
minent figure in the Chinese revolution- 
ary movement for the last fifteen years. 
Horn in 1S79 of a rich Mandarin family, 
he carried on revolutionary activities 
from the time of his youth, mainly in the 
literary field, as the editor of news- 
papers and teacher of middle schools. 
He was abroad in Japan several times. 
At that time the revolution was directed 
at the Manchu dynasty, and it was na- 
tional and democratic. The revolution 
of 1911 ended In a failure, in the setting 
up of the military dictatorship of Yuan 
Shi Kai and then Tuan Chi Jul. The 
former capitulated before Japanese im- 
perialsm on the "21 demands"; the latter 
was a notorious puppet of Japan. 

Comrade Chen, in distinction from the 
qnasi-revolutionlsfs of that time, of the 
Sun Yat Sen type who aimed to over- 
throw Yuan Shi Kai and Tuan Chi Jul 
by military adventures, set himself the 
task of winning the youth by devoting 
himself to propaganda work. He found- 
ed the monthly called "La Juenesse" 
(The Youth), which played a most im- 



JAPA 



Its Rise from Feudalism to Capitalist Imperialism 
and the Development of the Proletariat 

By Jack Weber 



Japan in Manchuria 

Manchuria is twice the size of Japan 
proper but it has one-half the population. 
In resources it resembles closely Canada 
with its wide prairies, suitable for the 
growing of wheat and other grains. Only 
one-half the arable land of Manchuria 
is under cultivation and yet Manchuria 
is already the great food granary of 
the East. Its cattle, timber, minerals 
are vastly important to Japan's economy. 
For this reason 77 p. e. of the total 
Japanese capital invested in China, is 
invested in Manchuria. The South Man- 
churia Railway and its allied concerns 
absorb 54 p. c. of the Manchurfan in- 
vestment. Its control of the economic 
life of Manchuria is undisputed. 

In any conflict between Japan and 
any other power— the U. S. or Soviet 
Russia— Manchuria and its control would 
prove vital to Japanese defense. But 
it is also the base for further Japanese 
aggression. Once her power In Manch- 
uria is consolidated, she would then pene- 
trate into Inner and Outer Mongolia, 
and into the Far Eastern regions of the 
U. S. S. R. With utmost care, the Jap- 
anese generals are preparing for the 
conflict they see as Inevitable with So- 
viet Russia. They have utilized the pre- 
sent crisis, when America and England 
are occupied with their internal woes, 
and when the Soviet Union is complete- 
ly absorbed In its Five Year Plan, to 
take the first preparatory Eteps. Not 
au unimportant part was played in their 
decision by the growing Chinese Immi- 
gration to Manchuria. In his 1927 docu- 
ment Premier Tanaka stated : "The num- 



ber of Chinese grows so rapidly In 
South Manchuria that our political and 
economic interests sustain losses. We 
are compelled in the circumstances to 
take aggressive measures in North Man- 
churia in order to safeguard our pro- 
sperity in the future. But if the CM. 
nose- Eastern Hallway, belonging to So- 
viet Russia, develops In this district, 
then our new continental policy will 
receive a blow which will inevitably 
bring about conflict with Soviet Russia 
in the near future — The Chinese -Eastern 
Hallway will become ours and we shall 
seize Kit-in just as we seized Dalren. It 
seems that the inevitability of crossing 
swords with Russia on the fields of Mon- 
golia in order to gain possession of the 
wealth of North Manchuria is part of 
our program of national development." 
Strategic Railways 
Japan's feverish activities in Maneh- 
uriu confer about the building of three 
important railways, important strategic- 
ally and economically. These railways 
are designed to permit quick concentra- 
tion of troops in Manchuria as well as 
effective mobility in warfare. The plans 
for these roads were made years before 
the actual invasion of Manchuria. They 
are designed to undermine economically 
the Chinese- Eastern railway and to faci- 
litate the immigration of Koreans into 
Manchuria. How these Koreans are to 
be used as tools is made abundantly 
clear by Tanaka: "If the Koreans come 
to this district we must offer them fin- 
ancial support through our trust societies 
and other financial organizations. These 
organizations must have property rights, 



and the Koreans will be limited to the 
right to work upon the land. Formally, 
however, the Koreans must have property 

rights Thus we shall, unnoticed, gain 

the control of the best rice plantations 
which oui immigrants, i. e., the Japanese, 
must receive. They will have to displace 
the Koreans, who in their turn, will seek 
new lands which, in the future, will also 
come into the hands of our people." 
What of the Chinese Revolution? 
The Japanese can succeed in their 
blood and iron policy aside from the 
jealous intervention of the other imper- 
ialists, only when the Chinese revolution 
fails utterly, that is, if the Chinese work-' 



ers fail to take the power in the near 
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future, leading the peasantry in revolt.! 
The repercussion of such a revolution 
on the Japanese workers and peasants 
would, under present conditions, he in- 
stantaneous and profound. This problem 
will require our attention in a later 
article. 

Japan and the U. S. 

In its policy of imperialist expan-jion 
Japan has come into direct conflict time 
and again with all the other imperialist 
1 lowers. But particularly is this the case 
with respect to the U. S. since the Russo- 
Jap War. Today the question of war be- 
tween these two Imperialist states is 
openly discussed In the press of the en- 
tire world. The problem of imperialist 
war is frequently posed by Communists 
in such a manner as to posit a race be- 
tween the outbreak of this U. S.-Jap war 
and war against the Soviet Union. The 
Stalinist method of approaching the pro- 
blem of defending the Soviet Union, tak- 
ing into account this imperialist rivalry 
(properly sol) has led however to such 
incorrect au ddangerous expedients as 
that of having the U. S. Communist party 
demonstrate before the Japanese consul- 
ates wth the demand for expulsion of the 
Japanese representatives. Such a meth- 
od of approach is best calculated to mis- 
lead the working class. 

The population of Japan, static for 



portant role in the history of Chinese 
culture and social movement. In the 
name of science and democracy, he 
waged a merciless war against the teach- 
ings of Confucius which, as a tradition 
for 3,000 years, hindered the develop- 
ment of revolutionary thought among the 
youth. "La Jeunesse" also contributed 
to the reform of the Chinese language, 
to replace the old dead language In liter- 
ary composition by the spoken language; 
this had the same significance as the re- 
placement of Latin by the vernacular 
languuges in Europe in the Kith century. 
Since then, writing is no longer for a 
small number of scholars but rather for 
the masses. This period (1916-1919) 
called the period of "ideological revolution 
and literary revolution" paved the way 
for the development of the mass move- 
ment, beginning with the anti-Japanese 
student demonstration on May 4, 1019. 
During this period, comrade Chen, as 
dean of the Literature Department ot 
the Peking University, was forced to re- 
sign beeanst' his literary activities arous- 
ed strong opposition among the conserva- 
tive circles, just .as they aroused the 
mass movement and revolutionized the 
mind of the youth. 

It is characteristic that the Kuo Min 
Tang, at the head of which stood Sun 
Yat Sen, even at that time looked upon 
the ideological and literary revolution 
with suspicion, met it half-way, and fol- 
lowed it when it became popular. Need- 
less to say, the K. M. T. government tries 
every means today to restore the dign- 
ity of Confucianism and to spread the 
use of dead language in writing 

At the height of the student anti-Jap- 
anese movement, comrade Chen, a former 
professor but an ardent revolutionist, 
wrote a leaflet denouncing the treacher- 
ous Tuan Chi Jul government and he — 
the only one to do so— distributed the 
leaflets in the streets of Peking in order 
to direct the movement against Its inter- 
nal foe. He was thereupon arrested and 
put in prison for several months. After 
his release, he went to Shanghai and 



the two hundred years preceding the 
Restoration, has doubled during the last 
sixty-live years. The birth rate of Japan 
is so extremely high that despite tbs 
high death rate there is an anual increase 
of population of 750,000. Of this number 
less than 10 percent have been annually 
absorbed into industry, leaving the re- 
mainder to find a place ultimately in an 
agricultural economy already overburden- 
ed under the present system and unable 
to provide food for the people of Japan. 
The Japanese government has been forced 
to approve, tacitly, of measures for birth 
control and to encourage emigration. 
Those who emigrate, particularly to 
Brazil and other South American coun- 
tries are given 300 yen, providing they 
agree to renounce their citizenship and 
not to return to Japan. But these mea- 
sures have not helped. Nor has there 
been much of a movement to colonize 
Manchuria where the climate is too rigor- 
ous and the food too different from that 
to which the -lap Is accustomed. The 
Japs prefer warmer lands where rice is 
readily grown. Hence their great inter- 
est in the 7,000 islands making up the 
Archipelago of which the I'hillipines 
form a part, sparsely populated compared 
to Japan itself. The Japanese govern- 
ment has designs also on the thousands 
of islands (live times the area of Japan) 
in the East Indian Archipelago. 
The Philippines 
These islands, seized by tlie United 
States at the same time that China was 
being threatened with partition among 
the European power's in 1S9S, form the 
first obstacle to Japan's "place in the 
sun". The islands contain iron ores but 
no coal, these ores now forming one 
source of supply for Japan. The United 
States is interested in exploiting the 
Philippines for the product on of rubber, 
so as to break the irritating monopoly of 
the B> itish and Dutch. Furthermore, 
the Philippines form the outpost for 
U. S. imperialism in the Far East. 
(To Be Continued) 



there he founded the Communist party 
in 1920, with several comrades, most of 
whom later became renegades and went 
into the K. M. T. He was arrested twice 
by the authorities of the French conces- 
sion in 1921 and 1922. The last time he 
was released only because the authorities 
bowed to the pressure of many mass 
organizations. 

Chen and the Epigones 
In 1922, he attended the Fourth Con- 
gress of the Communist International as 
the do legate from the Chinese party. 
Later on, a leading comrade told me 
that he made remarkable progress when 
he returned to China. What an Immense 
development he would have experienced 
and how easily the tragic fate that was 
suffered, might have been averted, had 
there been a correct' leadership in the 
Comintern! His role in the Chinese rev- 
olution of 1925-27 is well known. I only 
wish lo remind here that up to May 
1927, -at the Stli Plenum of the C. L, 
Stalin and Bucharin still defended com- 
rade Chens policy against the criticism 
o;* the Opposition. The Chinese Com- 
munist Party was called a model. But 
several months later, when the defeat 
of the revolution was too evident, Stalin 
and Bucharin suddenly threw all the 
responsibilty upon comrade Chen. Even 
if their contentions wer true, that com- 
rade Chen in opposition to the "correct" 
directives of the C. I. had conducted 
a false policy, the act of Bucharin and 
Stalin who came out to attack him only 
when the revolution was approaching Its 
tragic end, greatly resembles a Chinese 
expression: "Let one fall Into the well 
and then throw stones at him''. Comrade 
Chen was a member of the Central Com- 
mittee and the general secretary of the 
party since its foundation and up to 
August 7, 1927, when he was deprived 
of work and made the scapegoat of the 
Stalin policy. 

After the defeat of the Chinese rev- 
olution, comrade Chen declined the re- 
peated invitations to go to Moscow, 
knowing that he had nothing to learn 
from the epigones. Only In 1929 did he 
begn to make the acquaintance of com- 
rade Trotsky's writings on the Chinese 
revolution and he convinced himself of 
the correctness of the Opposition. Owing 
to such convictions and his refusal to 
fight against "Trotskyism", he was ex- 
pelled from the party in the Fall of [929. 
Since then he became the leader' first of 
one of the factions and then of the uni- 
ted Opposition. He contributed all his 
energy, his time and his means (modest 
though they were), that is, all that he 
possesses, to the movement. The K. M. 
T. government put up a high reward for 
bis arrest, but he lived in the workers' 
district of Shanghai, attended many meet- 
ings and directed the work, wrote arti- 
cles and appeals and even supervised the 
technical work. In recent months, he 
was seriously ill, confined to bed. 
A Heavy Blow 
The K. M. T. has finally achieved its 
aim, utilizing the traitor in our ranks. 
He has been transferred to Nanking, and 
we do not know what fate is to befall 
him In the end. The KMT govern- 
ment is not lacking in its desire for' re- 
venge. It is out of the question that the 
masses will speak, because they are in 
an amorphous state. But there are many 
influential intellectuals, scholars, profes- 
sors and journalists who, in view of his 
past services to Chinese culture, to the 
revolution, and because of his emin- 
ence, urge leniency towards comrade 
Chen. There are slanders being deliber- 
ately sujead against him by the KMT as 
if he had requested to see Chiang Kai- 
Shek. The first to "believe" such rumors 
are the Stalinists. 

Comrade Chen's revolutionary and lit- 
erary activities for the last 15 years re- 
flect his epoch with both its strong and 
weak sides. It was the period of the 
national awakening of the petty bour- 
geois students and the young proletariat, 
find many currents of socfnlist and rev- 
olutionary thought of the post-war epoch 
found their way into China. Events de- 
veloped too rapidly to allow political 
lighters a systematic and serious study 



The conference organized itself. Dis- 
cussion opened. With a party member 
in [he chair, the efforts of our comrade 
Edwards i,i take the floor were thwarted 
almost until the adjournment. The party 
was prepared to prevent our comrade 
from speaking and presenting our 
point of view to the conference. 

In the main the position of the Left 
wing was correct at the conference. It 
was correct for them to war'a the work- 
ers against betrayals, against vacillation 
and to urge a militant struggle. But 
when John Williamson, while speaking 
continued to declare that this united 
front conference, which included not only 
workers, but their organizations and 
their leaders, was a "united front from 
below" it marked a shame-faced attempt 
of the party to maintain its previou* 
stupid position on the united front in 
the midst of a right-about change toward 
the correct position. In the presence of 
this great number of delegates, .William- 
son declared that "we do not unite with 
leaders, we unite only with the workers" 
while seated around one table were Loch- 
ner' and Weber (the District Organizer 
of the Party), Kari Borders, representing 
the Socialist party, and Dixon from the 
Woi'kers League. 

The Demonstration 

The organization of the demonstration 
brought out the sharpest differences in 
the conference. The party was absolute- 
ly in the right when they insisted upon 
drawing the political lessons of this pro- 
test. And they were right when they 
insisted upon carrying banners for Fos- 
ter and Ford. Had the party agreed to 
march without carrying banners in sup- 
port of their presidential candidates, or 
in presenting political slogans, that would 
iiave marked a capitulation to the Right 
wing and the reactionaries. The issue 
as to the degree that the party wished 
to give the demonstration a political 
character, has no real bearing on the dis- 
cussion. But that it was absolutely cor- 
rect for the party to insist upon this point 
is indisputable. And here we must de- 
clare that the Workers League in lend- 
ing their support to the Socialist party, 
which opi>osed any political conclusions 
to be drawn from the whole situation, 
capitulated before the Right wing and 
themselves became party to the splitting 
tactics of Borders and the Socialist party. 
In turn the party introduced onee again 
its petty Stalinist methods by proposing 
in the executive committee, that the con- 
ference return the money donation made 
by -the Left Opposition because the 
"Trotskyists are a counter-revolutionary 
organization". 

In spite of a drenching rain, the day 
of the demonstration brought out between 
3S,(K)0 and 00,000 workers. The demon- 
stration was militant in character and 
displayed the immense possibilities in- 
herent In the situaton*. Quite natural- 
ly, the party dominated the march be- 
cause of its militancy, if by nothing else 
The workers present recognized that only 
the Communists could give leadership to 
fhem in their struggles. Without doubt 
the party gained considerably in prestige 
during the demonstration. 

But what is of greater importance is 
to draw the lessons of the united front. 
First of all it must be established that 
the party made a right-about face on 
the question of the united front, notwith- 
standing the fact that it was brought 
about primarily because of the pressure 
of the unemployed workers, and in spite 
of its conflict with the official party 
position which heretofore opposed such 
movements. 



• The Opposition marched with its 
own banners contaning the slogans : Im- 
mediate Relief for all Unemployed; Si* 
Hour Day and Five Day Week with No 
Reduction In Pay : For Social Insurance, 
The Extension of Long Term Credits to 
and the Recogntion of the Soviet Union. 
(To be continued) 

—ALBERT GLOTZER. 



in the midst of these cross currents. 
Comrade Chen developed to Communism 
in a series of stages, therefore with some 
inconsistencies. Being limited by the 
fact that he knows only the Japanese 
language {he knows English poorly), he 
was hampered in obtaining a thorough 
.Marxian education. He had to lead the 
Chinese revolution at the time when the 
Comintern leadership had already passed 
into the hands of the epigones. Hisr de- 
velopment was not supplemented and 
assisted in due time. He is characteris- 
tic of the constant striving for progress 
but the remnants of old thought also 
weigh upon him. At a time when the 
Opposition urgently needs his leadership 
and his political experience, when his 
defects might be overcome under comrade 
Trotsky, he has been snatched away 
from our midst by the KMT government 
— the greatst loss sustained by us In the 
last two years. 
October 27, 1932. 

— NIEL-SIH. 
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CT4MYISTS TAKE MEASURES 



The Expulsion of Zinoviev 

The Lessons of the Second Expulsion of the Capitulators 

ZINOV1M « I ™ re ,llc economic prerequisites and the 

Now the situation Has changed, at the , 1K)!jtit . a i atmosphere of the epidemic of 
root True, tne newspaper articles «*■-, WL pitulatfon. 

nlamine tne expulsion proclaim that ^j The growth of economic disproportions, 
cause we have grown economical ex- lhe aggravation in the situation of the 
tremely »iro»K, and because the party 
has become acutely monolithic, mere- 
lore we cannot tolerate "the sligntest 
conciliatory spirit." Bat in this explana- 
tion, the white threads that baste it to- 
gether, stick out all too oiuinsily ia 
open view The necessity lor the expul- 
son of Zinoviev and Kaineuev, for an 
ohviously fictitious reason, tellies quite 
on the contrary to the extreme weakening 
of Stalin and nis fraction. Zinoviev stud 
Kameuev had to be liquidated post haste 
not because of a change a their behavior 
but because ol a cnange in the Back- 
ground, liiutms group, independently of 
US actual activity, is dragged a.ong, in 
the given instance, in oruer to garnish 
the service. In the foreknowledge ot the 
fact that they may be soon brought to 
the btaiinists are "tainus nieas- 



occount, 

UI "S' general, one canont deny the fact 
that the judical combination ol the 
HlgbU. who inspired. Stalin s policies m 
ltH*-lU2B. of two actual or supposed 
lormer 'Xroiskyisls and of Zinoviev and 
Kameuev, guilty of knowing but of not 
informing.— that this, » repeal, is a 
prouuet entirely worthy of the political 
crMUveunw 01 Stalin, iurosiavsky and 
lagoda A classical amalgam ol the 
Therimuonan type! The goal of the 
comi-mauon consists in mixing up the 
canto, disorienting the party, increasing 
the lueolosical collision and thus hinder- 
ing tne workers ironi muting out whats 
wuat, and iimiiug i"« «ay out. The 
supplementary tas* consists in politically 
lowering z,iuoviev and Kamenev, tormer 
waders ol tne i^t opposition, now be- 
ing expeiied tor -amity' toward the 
iUfcM upposition, 

Ztnovuevs Uarae with History 
Ineviuibiy a uueation arises, how is it 
that oid uoisnevks, men who are wise 
and experienced in pontics, gave their 
opponent an opportui.ty to deal them 
such a blow? How could they, who re- 
nounced tbelr own platform lor the sake 
of remaining in the party, when all is 
8 aid and done, fly out of the party he- 
cause of a lictitious connection with a 
platform loreigu to them* One must 
perforce reply that this result also did 
not come about accidentally. Zmoviev 
and Kameuev tried to play tricks with 
history. Oi course, they were motivated, 
first of all, by solicitude for the Soviet 
Union, tor the unity of the party, and 
not at all for their personal welfare 
But tney posed their tasks not on the 
plane Of the Russian and World revolu- 
tion but on a much lower plane ot the 
Soviet bureaucracy 

In those most difficult hours for them, 
on the eve of capitalism, they adjured 
us then their allies, "to meet the patty 
ball-way" We replied that we we,re 
prepared to meet the party ail the way, 
but in another and a higher sense than 
was required by Stalin and Xaroslavsky. 
But was that not a split? Was that not 



masses, the growth of dissatisfaction, 
of the workers as well as of the peasants, 
confusion in the apparatus itself— these 
are the prerequisites for the revival of 
all, and of every kind of Opposition. The 
sharpness of contradictions and the in- 
tensity of alarm in the party push ever 
more onto the road of protest the mod- 
erate, cautious and always-ready-fojr- 
compromise, party '■liberals". Driven 
into a blind alley the bureaucracy imme- 
diately replies with repressions, in a 
large measure preventive. 

Wo do not as yet hear the voice of the 
Left Opposition in the open. Small won- 
der! those same bourgeois papers that 
relate about the favors presumably in 
store for Kykov and Uucharin, simultane- 
ously report "now mass arrests among 
the Trotsltyists" The Left Opposition in 
the I'SKU was subjected in the course of 
a number of years to such fearful police 
persecution, its cadres were placed in 
such exceptional conditions that it is in- 
finitely more difficult for it than for the 
ic-ai -liberals" openly to formulate its 
opposition and to intervene organization- 
al^ into the developing events. By the 
by, the history of bourgeois revolutions 
reminds us that in their struggle against 
autocracy, the liberals, utilizing their 
legal prerogatives, always came out first 
in the name of the "people"; only the 
■struggle between the liberal bourgeoisie 
.met the bureaucracy cleared the way for 
the petty-bourgeois democracy and the 
proletariat. Of course what is concern- 



THE MILI TANT 

upsurge of the Right-Thermidorian tend- £EOW TROTSKY 

enciea. The striving of the Stalinists to 
lump into a single pile the Lefts and the 
Sights is facilitated to some measure by 
the fact that the Lefts and the Rights 
speak of a retreat for the time given. 
This is inevitable: the exigent need of 
a regulated retreat from the line of ad- 
veuturistic leap ahead has become the 
vital tusk of the proletarian state. The 
Centrist bureaucrats themselves dream 
of nothing else but the possibility of re- 
treatng in order, and without losing face 
completely, yet they cannot but recognize 
that a retreat in the face of the need for 
foodstuffs and for all other things may 
cost them all too dearly. For this reason 
they are retreating by stealth and by 
accusing the opposition of tendencies to- 
ward retreat. 

The actual political danger consists in 
the fact that the Rights are a faction of 
permanent retreat and that they have 
now been given the opportunity to claim, 
"we have always demanded this". The 
twilight in which the parly lives does 
not allow the workers to make out quick- 
ly the dialectics of economic processes 
and to appraise correctly the limited, 
temporary and conjunctival "correctness" 
of the Rights, along with the erroneous 
of their fundamental position. 

Hhe Importance of Our Policy 

All the more important, therefore, be- 
comes the clear, independent, and looking 
to the far future, policy of the Bolshe- 
vik-Leninists. Follow carefully all the 
processes in the country and within the 
party! Appraise correctly different 
groupings according to their ideas and 
the social, ties ! Do not become fright- 



SovietEconomyinDanger 

(Continued from last issue) | down in a considerable measure." 

The administrative hue and cry after And this prediction also has been corn- 
quantity leads to a frightful lowering of I pletely substantiated- In the sphere of 
quality; low quality undermines on the! construction the lag was extremely great 
nest stage the struggle for quantity ; the! as early as 1031. It has grown still 
ultimate cost of economically irrational i more in the current year. The transport 
-successes" surpasses as a rule many: construction program for 9 months was 
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The Situation en the Eve 
of the Second 5 Yr. Plan 
- - A Marxian Analysis 



limes the value of these same successes. 
Every advanced worker is -acquainted 
with this dialectic not through the hooks 
of the Communist academy (alas! more 
inferior goods) but in practise, through 
experience in their own mine-shifts, fac- 
tories, railroads, fuel stations, etc. 

The consequences of the frenzied chaae 
have permeated in all their entirety the 
sphere of education. Pravda is compel- 
led to admit that, "by lowering the qual- 
ity o£ preparation, by skipping scientific 
subjects, or by passing over them at 
-cavalry trot", the VTUZI (Highest 
Technological Educational Instutitione) 
that took this path instead of aiding in- 
dustry, injured it." But, indeed who is 
responsible for the "cavalry trot" in the 
highest educational instututions? 

If we were to introduce a corrective co- 
efficient for quality into .the official data, 
then the indices of the fulfillment of the 



fulfilled 38 percent according to the esti- 
mates of the department itself. In other 
branches the matters relating to con- 
struction are as a general rule even less 
tavorable ; and worst of all is the sphere 
of housing construction. The material 
and monetary resources are divided be- 
tween altogether too many constructions 
which leads to the low effectiveness of the 
investment. 

Sixty-five million roubles were expended 
on the Balhashaisky copper factory, the 
expenses continue to grow from day to 
day— factually all for nothing! in order 
to continue work it was necessary to 
transport in the course of a year 300 
thousand tons of freight, whereas the 
ready transport provides all told only 20 
thousand tons. Examples of a similar 
kind, though not of such clarity, are too 
many. 

The poor quality of materials and of 

on 



September 12, 1932). Such are the ex- 
pressions in terms of money of certain 
disproportions and discordances according 
to the official estimate. 

Major and minor disproportions call 
forth the need of turning to the inter- 
national market. Imported goods to the 
value of one chervonetz can bring out of 
its moribund state home production to 
the value of hundreds and thousands ot 
chervontzi. The general growth of econ- 
omy, on the one hand, and the sprouting 
up of new demands and new dispropor- 
tions, on the other, invariably increase 
the need of linking up with the world 
economy. The program of "independ- 
ence" i. e., ot the self-sufficient charac- 
ter of Soviet economy, discloses more and 
more its reactionary and Utopian charac- 
ter. Autarchy— is the ideal of Hitler, and 
not of Marx, and Lenin. 

Thus the import of ore from the incep- 
tion, of the five year plan multiplied fire 
times in volume and four times in value. 
If within the current year this article 
of import fell off, it was exclusively on 
account of the foreign exchange. But 
on this account the import of factory 



machinery grew excessively, 
plan would immediately suffer substantial] equipment react most cruelly on the- Kag)1Ilov i en in a speech on October 1 8 
drops. Even Kuybishev was forced to capital construction. "Iron for roofing asserted tnat lne opposition, Left aa well 

is of such rotten quality," writes Pravda, ag uightj " pr0 p Mea to us that we stren- 

"that it cracks when once handled." | gthpn our depende nce upon the capltal- 

The shocking lagging behind in the is , , vorldi " As if the matter concerned 

sphere of capital undertakings automatic- S|)me artincial and arbitrary step, and 



admit this more than a year ago. "The 
figures relating to the tremendous growth 
oi industry become relative," he announc- 
ed cautiously at the session of Supreme 



ned at isolated tactical coincidences with . SoTiet Economic Council, "if one takes 1 ally undermines the foundations of the 



the Rights! Do not forget, because of 
tactical coincidences, the antagonism of 
the strategic lines! 

The political differentiation in the So- 
viet proletariat will occur along the line 
of the following questions :— How to re- 
heat? What are the limits of the re- 
treat? When and how to pass over to a 
new offensive V What should be the 



ed here is merely a matter of ^torl^l w? Nq ^^ how 

analogy; but we still think that it does .^^ ^ questions are in them . 



selves, they alone do not suffice. We 
are not building policies for one coun- 
try. The fate of the Soviet Union will 
be resolved in an indissoluble jointure 
with the world development. It is neces- 
sary fo place again before the Russian 



explain somcthin 

The resolution of the September plenum 
of the C. E. C. boasts out of time and 
out of place that having crushed counter- 
revolutionary Trotskyism, having exposed 
lhe anti-Leninist kulak essence of the 
Ri.nht opportunists, the party. ..has at- 
tained at the present time decisive suc-'i 

cesses *' The nearest future, one, 

should except, will make clear that the 
Left and the Right Opposition are not 
only neither crushed nor annihilated but, 
on the contrary, that they alone exist 
politically. It was precisely the official 
policies of the "last three or four years 
thai, prepared the conditions for a new ] I'rinkipo, October, 1032. 



into account the variations in quality. 
Kakovsky expressed himself much more 
lucidly, "If one does not take into ac- 
count the quality of production then the 
quantitive indices represent in them- 
selves a statistical fiction." 

Capital Construction 
More than two years ago, Rakovsky 
warned that the scope of the plan was 
beyond the available resources. "Neither 
the scale of the growth of production 
specified by the plan, "he wrote," nor 
the specified plan of capital construc- 
tion were prepared for. . .The entire pro- 
ceeding policy in the sphere of industry 
reduced itself in reality to tne forced 
exploitation of old iixed capital with- 



workers the problems of world Commnn-j ollt t ]j e slightest concern for thu future." 
ism in their full scope 



second five year plan. 

Domestic Disproportions and the 
World Market 

The problem of the proportionality of 
the elements of production and the 
branches of economy constitutes the very 
heart of socialist economy. The tortuous 
roads that lead to the solution of this 
problem are not charted on any map. To 
discover them, or more correctly to lay 
them— is the work of a lengthy ]and 
arduous future. 

The entire industry groans from the 
lack of spare parts. Weavers' looms re- 
main inactive because a bolt is not to 
be had. •The assortment of articles 
produced," writes E. J., "in the line of 
commodities of widespread consumption 



Only fiie independent emergence of the 
I^ft Opposition atul the joining together 
of the basic proletarian kernel tinder its 
banner can resurrect the party, the 
Workers' State and the Communist Inter- 
national. 

— L. T. 



The attempt to compensate for lapses by j is haphazard and docs not correspond to 

a single leap ahead is ieast realistic in; the demand." 

the sphere of capital construction. The; "One billion roubles lias been immobii- 
resources necessary for the fulfillment o£ | feed, -frozen' by (heavy) industry, in the 
the plan "do not obtain in the country, course of only the first half of 1932, in 
and will not obtain in the nearest fu-, the form of stocks of materials, unfinished 
tare." Hence the warning: "the plan of products and even finished goods in tac- 
tile capital construction will be broken tory warehouses." (For Industrialization, 



The 1932 Elections and the Americcn Workins Class 



The presidential elections have once: 
again rendered devastating proof of the 
parados of a politically terribly back- 
ward working class in a highly developed 
industrial country. That is shown on 
ttie fucc or the returns. But it is still 
necessary to probe a little deeper to en- 
able us to find the trends which are 
indicative for the future. 

Here we have a situation of more than 
three years of acute economic crisis and 
yet. we have reached no further than the 



a, threat of civil war and of the down- u^^-atie party, one of the very impor- 
fall of the Soviet power;— We replied, t . mt cogjJ of the Hyst ein itself, being able 
if It did not encounter our opposition, i() L . om ,n ali overwhelming majority on 
Stalin's polcies would inevitably doon^ t , ie j )ro i n i se e - u new deal.'" It is in- 
the Soviet power to ruin. And this is^ .^utablu that the issues of the econ- 
the idea that is expressed in our piat-j omi( , cri{!is j, resstt d forward, overshadow- 
form. What conquers are principles. I jug everj . t iii«g else in the elections. But 
Capltulaton can never be victorious. We ( th(i refil ,i ts!| insofar, as they were espres- 
shall do everything in our power so that sed iu e i uct j ug t w(J re only the fact that 
tiie struggle for principles be led in {hf , Itel)uu ii C an administration and 
consonance with and after consideration! Hoovt , r ^(.jved the blame for the crisis 
of the entire situation, both domestic. . 1||(1 lhe democratic party marshalled by 
and foreign. But it is impossible to , m(J liirge t!lLl mighty, but blind protest 

vote. 

Discontent and Radicalization 
Are wc to conclude from lids that 
there is not as yet any visible radicali- 
sm liou of the American workers or any 
visib.e Leftward trend accelerated by 
the effects of the crisis? Let us say at 
that we do not at all proceed 



foresee all the variations of development. • 
Nevertheless it is absurd and criminal 
to play hide and seek with revolution,] 
to use trickery in dealing with classes and 
diplomacy with history. In such com- 
plex and responsible situations one must 
be guided by a rule so excellently ex- 
pressed by the French in the proverb, 



protest vote became entirely undistin- 
jiiii suable from the conscious capitalist 
vote. Heme also the support of the 
Socialist party and tho Communist party 
is the only material expression of op- 
position to the capitalist parties, recog- 
uixiiig, however, the limitations of a par- 
liamentary elections in actually register- 
ing the working class sentiment. More- 
over, when we speak of the support to 
the Socialist party in this sense, it is 
particularly important for us to remember 
that, while this was undoubtedly in- the 
main a working class support, it could 
be recorded for its ticket also primar- 
ily hiH-Huse of the failures of the official 
Communist party leadership to indicate 
clearly the revolutonar'y direction. In 
this instance the reformists gained at 
the expense of the revolutionary party 
Historically, this can only mean in op- 
position to the revolutionary party. 

But. in the United States today the eco- 
nomic basis lor an ideological and pol- 
itical regrouping of class forces is al- 
ready established. American politics will 
become Kuropeanized. It would at this 
moment be difficult to forget that the de- 
cisive economic factors which have long 
ago pricked the bubble of national self- 
suliicieney are also very strongly ex- 
pressed in polities. As one small exam- 
ple we might mention the claim made 



role played by American imperialism in arrested by all of these forces more or 
world affairs. Its struggle for hegemony, less being corralled behind Roosevelt as 
struggle to supplant the bourgeoisie far as the elections were concerned. 



It 



fI; ane doit, adyienn, q «e ponrra^ be o. < ■«* ££ «* ^Le^Z the various debtor nations, immedi- 

Perform your duty, let come what mayi; iron. «. e fundament^ «*£>"* st ™ ateJ after ll!e oU , ctons , t0 get in on 
Zinoviev and Kamenev have fallen the' of radical nation made by the official S ^ ^^ ^ a ^^ 



victims because they did not keep to this 

rale, 

* • * • 

If one leaves aside the absolutely de- 
moralized part of the capitulators of the 
type of liadek and Piatakov, who, as 
journalists or functionaries, will con- 
tinue to serve every victorious faction 
(under the pretext of serving socialism), 
then the capitulators taken as a poli- 
tical group, represent in themselves mo- 
derate intra-party "liberals" who, at a 
given moment, rushed too far to the 
Leit (or to the Right] and who sub- 
sequently took to the road of coming to 
terms with the ruling bureaucracy. But 
the present day is characterized by the 
fact that this conciliation, which appear- 
ed so final, has begun to crack and to 
exp.ode, and thereto in an extremely 
acute form. The tremendous symptomatic 
•ignificance of the expulsion of Zinoviev, 
Kamenev, Uglanov and the others or- 
iginates in the fact that in the new clash- 
es at the "tops" there are reflected the 
profound surges in the masses. 

The Basis Under the Capitulations 
What political prerequisites were there 
that conditioned the period of capitula- 
tions in 1929-1930? They were: the bu- 
reaucratic turn of the helm to the Loft; 
the successes of the industrialization ; the 
quick growth of collectivization. The five 
year pian absorbed the working masses, 
A great perspective was opened up. The 
workers were reconciled to the loss of 
political Independence in expectation of 
near and decisive, socialist successes. The 
peasant poor awaited from the collectives 
a change in their future. The standard 
Of living of the lowest layers of the 
peoantry rose higher; it ia true, to a 
dPtnH«*We measure, at the expense of 
tht basic funds of rural economy. Such 



incuts to the 

course, only testifies to the increasin 



party leadership. With that we have 
nothing in common. Nevertheless it would 
be incorrect to conclude that there are 
not yet tendencies of a Leftward devel- 
opment of the American workers. 

No one could fail to notice the enormous 
discontentment as revealed by the elec- 
tions, and revealed clearly also in demon- 
strations outside the elections. But it 
is still aroping. Politically, in the main, 
it is still harnessed within the tradi- 
tional channels, ilowing from one capi- 
talist party to another. This is the one 
side of the picture, on lhe other there 
is the growth of support enjoyed by the 
Socialist party. In this instance that 
does represent a swing away from capi- 
talist allegiances of the past, despite the 
fact that its historical meaning becomes 
.-something else. Also, in actual numbers, 
here is a growth of the Communist vote 
in such instances where the official party 
managed to get on the ballot. A growth, 
however, which is entirely too insigiiifi- 
t-iiiit to be commensurate with the op- 
port unities which were at hand. But 
I hat is, as has been said before in these 
co.unius, particularly due to the failure 
of the official party leadership to con- ,, a teh charge account 



its 

o£ the otlicr capitalist nations and simul- 
taneously its efforts to save the whole 
ci the capitalist system from the further 
extension of the October revolution, will 
in the main be determining for future 
political developments at home. 

But within the United States the dial- 
ectics of class relations, resting upon 
the economic basis already created, is 
also at work performing its task of 
transforming the political backwardness 
of the working class into its opposite. 
There need be no doubt that on a histor- 
ical plane the traditional two capitalist 
party system holding exclusive sway, 
will give way to parties contesting along 
class lines with a working class acting 
politically independent of the capitalist 
parties. That we know will be the direc- 
tion. But it is not yet deeided to what 
extent and for how long it may assume 
forms of social reformist political ac- 
tion. In that decision the Communist 
vanguard will play its part. And it is 
in consideration of this that the support 
recorded by the Socialist party deserves 
serious attention. 

There have been tendencies before in 
the United States toward a break-up of 

the two party system, horizontally and , )rosI>( , c ts of sway for a time within the 
along class lines. We had the various w^j,^ class> And in this respect, con- 
blocs of which the farm bloc and the si( ] erjn g the general trend as well as the 

progressive" bloc became the most out- n0B jtion of the Communist party, it would 

be difficult to deny such prospects. It is 



is quite clear that the majority of the 
workers still followed this leadership of 
the middle class. But it is just as cer- 
tain that the process of break-up cannot 
be arrested for very long. 

Then will not the Socialist party be- 
come a more formidable political conten- 
der? Its growth is significant, not mere- 
ly by the votes recorded which appear to 
be less than what was recorded by the 
Debs candidacy years ago; but it is sign- 
ficant from its positon of almost non- 
existence a couple of years ago up until 
its ability today to enlist the support of 
considerable sections of the Leftward 
developing workers. It is taking on pol- 
itical form and its leaders are more skil- 
fully manipulating the issues. 

Problems of Social Reformism 

This has its important bearing upon the 
question which still confronts us namely, 
' to what extent social reformism in gen- 
eral will develop in the United States 
and how to most effectively combat it 
and turn the tide in a revolutionary dir- 
ection. Wc are not making any futile 
attempt at guesing whether social reform- 
ism will actually come into power, but 
merely concerning ourselves with its 
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Mister Duranty and Comrade Stalin 



not the automatic logic of economic 
growth i 

At the same time the Soviet preas 
cites with praise the interviev given by 
Sokoinikov on the eve of his departure 
from London. "In England there is in- 
creasingly spreading the recognition of 
the fact that the advanced position of 
the Soviet state in industry and techno- 
logy will present in Itself a much, wider 
market for the products of British In- 
dustry." As a sign of the economic pro- 
gress of the Soviet Union, Sokoinikov 
considers not the weakening but the 
strengthening of the ties with the for- 
eign market, and consequently the stren- 
gthening of the dependence upon world 
economy. Is it possible that the former 
Oppositionist Sokoinikov is trading In 
"Trot sky is t contraband"? But If so, 
why is he being screened by the official 
press? 

Hie Position of the Workers 
Stalin's speech in July 1931) with iU 
salutary "six conditions" was directed 
against the low quality of the produc- 
tion, the high basic cost, the migration 
of laboring forces, the high percentage 
of waste, etc. From that time on there 
has not appeared an article without re- 
ference to "the historic speech". And in 
the meantime all these ailments which 
were to be cured by the six conditions 
have become aggravated and have as- 
sumed a more malignant character. 

From day to day the official press bears 
witness to the downfall of Stalin's pre- 
scription. In explanation of the falling 
off in production Pravda points out : "The 
decrease in labor power at factories, the 
growing migration, the weakening of 
labor discipline" (September 23). In the 
category of reasons for the extremely 
low productivity of the Red Ural com- 
bine, "For Industrialteaton", -alongside of 
"the allocking disproportions between the 
different parts of the combine" lists the 
following (1) "the enormous migration 
of labor forces"; (2) "the dunderhead- 
ed policy of the working wage" (3) 
"failure to provide (the millworkers) 
with some manner of liveable quarters" ; 
(4) "indescribable food for the millwork- 
eis ;'' (5) "the catastrophic falling off 
of labor discipline." We have quoted 
word for word. As regards the migra- 
tion, which "has grown beyond, all 
bounds", this same paper writes, "the 
living conditions (Of the workers) are 
(ihastly in all the enterprises of non- 
ferrous metallurgy without exception." 

In the locomotive factories, which fail- 
ed to_provide the country with about 250 
locomotives for the first three-quarters of 
the year, "there is to be observed an 
acute insuiiiciency of qualified workers. 
More than 2,000 workers in the course 
of the summer left from the single Kol- 
omensk factory." The reasons? "Bad 
In the Sormovsk 
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before the Soviet Government as a post 
tive menace, because things being what ^ 
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possibilities for social reformist devel- 
opments, and to take them into account 
in our revolutionary strategy. Whether 
they will assume the form strictly speak- 
ing of a labor party, based upon the 
trade unions, or the Socialist party ac- 
tually mustering the forces under its 
does not make a comment (and it also ^ jj anner> is llot yet certain. That depends 

upon many factors of future develop- 
ments. But that social reformism will 
exist only as on opposition force to Com- 
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of the discontented masses. 

Above ail one must remember the poli- 
tical background of the American working 
c'ass. The European tradition of inde- 
pendent political action has not yet been 
established. The American workers, re- 
gardless of their many heroic examples 
of strike struggles, have not yet learned 
to act as a class in a political sense. 
That, of course. Is expressed also in the 
parliamentary elections. Hence its blind 
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munism i3 as certain as the fact that the 
rapidity of developments of capitalist 
contradictions will also serve to limit 
its existence. 

As an imperialist power the United 
States faces the problem of further ex- 
panding its productive forces within a 
decaying capitalist world. Its very first 
steps in attempting to issue out of the 
crisis its reorganization and greater con- 
centration of industry, its greater cen- 
tralization of capital, its intensified ex- 
ploitation of labor and general lowering 
of the standard of living narrows the 
margin of concessions which can be 
given to social reformism And social 
reformism can in the final analysis ex- 
ist only on such concession crumbs Its 
possibility of functioning in the United 
States at all as a historically progres- 
sive force are becoming enormously les- 
sened. The solution which American im- 
perialism is seeking, in a historical 
sense, becomes at best a breathing spell 
which itself increases the social antag- 
onisms. This embodies greater prospects 
for the revolutionary party. It is our 
task to fight at every step of the road 
against social reformism. 

— AENE S-WABECK. 



of the worst sort." (For Industrialisa- 
tion, September 28) In the privileged 
tractor factory in Stalingrad, "the Iactory 
kitchen has fallen sharply in its work" 
(Pravda, Septembzer 21). To what a 
pitch the dissatisfaction of the workers 
must have risen in order to force theae 
facts into the columns of the Stalinist 
press ! 

in the textile industry, naturally, con- 
ditions are not better. "In the Ivan- 
ovsk district alone," E. I* informs us, 
"about 35,000 qualified weavers left the 
enterprises." Acording to the words of 
this same jsaper, there ate to be found 
enterprises in the country in which mora 
than GO percent of the total force change* 
every month. "The factory is turning 
into a thoroughfare." 

In explanation of the cruel flop of "the 
six conditions" there was for a long 
time a tendency to confine the observa- 
fons to bald accusations against the man- 
agement and the workers themselves, 
"incapacty", "lack of willingness", 'rest- 
ing on their laurels", etc. However, for 
tiie last few months the papers more and 
more often point out, mostly on the Sly, 
the actual core of the evil, the unbear- 
able living conditions of the workers. 

Kakovsky pointed out this reason of 

reasons more than two years ago "The 

reason for the increase in breakdowns, 
the reason for the falling in labor dis- 
cipline, the reason for the need to in- 
crease the number of workers", he wrote, 
"lies in the fact that the worker is phy- 
sically incapable of bearing up under 
a load that overtaxes his strength." 
(To Be Continued) 
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Police Attack 
Hunger Army 



As we go to press, latest reports tell 
us that the hunger march Is converging 
upon its destination — Washington, D. 0. 
From the four corners of the United Sta- 
tes caravans of unemployed men and 
women are moving towards the capital 
to raise their voices in the powerful re- 
sounding cry for relief and insurance 
for the jobless, hunger-stricken millions. 
Congress which opens its sessions on 
Dee. 5 wll do all in its power to side- 
track the burning needs of the masses 
with a gaseous debate upon whether 
they will be able to drown out the hunger 
and privation of the unemployed army 
by raising the alcoholic content of beer. 
The legislature of well-fed and smugly' 
satisfied flunkeys opens tomorrow — for 
the master. But the usual tranquility ( 
will no longer prevail. For through the 
cracks and crevices, the open windows 
and the open doors, there wil echo a 
mighty shout of the hunger march that 
Is determined to have Its demands heard. 

In spite of the mocking stories, In 
which the bought press has done every- 
thing possible to ridicule and discredit 
the hunger march the capitalist class is 
hardly confident or at ease. On the con- 
trary, so Tearful are they of the ef- 
fects the hunger army might have upon 
the discontented working class back home 
that they are ready at a moment's notice 
to abrogate the much vaunted democra- 
tic right — the right of redress and peace- 
ful petitioning. All vacations and leaven 
for the Washington police force have 
been rescinded, and this veritable army 
of more than 5,000 bluecoats stand ready 
to answer the demands of the unemploy- 
ed with police batons, tear gas and bul- 
lets. A word from Hoover and the stand- 
ing army goes into action. The Executive 
Commitee of the ruling class wants no 
repetition of the bonus army experience 
last summer. 

Orders have issued from Washington 
for all state and city governments to 
use all means at their disposal "to dis- 
courage the hunger march", jlfci com- 
pliance with this order dozens of cities 
have refused to shelter, let alone to feed 
the jobless army, In spite of the obvious- 
ly empty armories and public buildings. 
Clashes between marchers and police have 
already taken place In Chester, Pa„ and 
Wilmington, Del. In Cumberland, Md., 
the National Guard has been called into 
action to prevent the marchers from pass- 
ing through the city! 

Today's newspapers inform us that if 
the hunger army la too persistent, blood 
will flow on the streets of Washington. 
By this statement they unwittingly fix 
the responsibility for any bloodshed clear- 
ly upon the shoulders of the capitalist 
government in ^Washington. It also re- 
veals so that no one can possibly mis- 
understand just what the attitude of the 
twin flunkeys of the two parties of the 
boss class, stripped of the glowing cam- 
paign promrses, is towards the unem- 
ployed millions. Bullets to those who 
want bread ! But despite all these re- 
pressive measures the voice of the hung- 
er marchers wil be heard! The cry for 
relief and insurance will rise higher. 
Whatever happens in Washington— peace 
or bloodshed — the movement of the job- 
less will grow bigger, its voice more de- 
termined, its ranks firmer. The hunger 
march is but one small step that will 
finally lead towards the destruction of 
the system of misery and sstarvation. 

It only remains for the Communists to 
enlarge the present narrow movement by 
the united front of all labor organizations 
until its power becomes irresistible. 



■B 



The Stalinists and Trotsky's Radio Speech to America 



The Stalinist press has developed 
a furious rage over the speech on the 
Kussian revolution delivered by com- 
rade Trotsky over the radio network 
arranged by an American company. 
The stream of calumny and abuse 
which are constantly on tap in the 
Stalinist editorial rooms for the spe- 
cial purpose of slandering the Op- 
position, were unloosed this time 
also. An identic editorial in the Daily 
Worker and the Freiheit Is filled with 
this stereotyped calumniation. Ac- 
cording to the hired scribblers of the 
apparatus, Trotsky's speech was de- 
livered in collaboration with British 
imperialism, which controls the Dan- 
ish government and is making good 
use of the "counter-revolutionist" to 
"poison the workers" against the U. 
S. S. R. Just how much credence 
can be put in the maliciously deliber- 
ate lies of the Stalinists, will be 
seen by reading the transcript of 
Trotsky's speech which we print be- 
low. But aside from that, the Stalin- 
ists have still failed to answer the 
embarrassing questions we have not 



ceased to put to them. Why has 
every Important government in Eur- 
ope consistently refused to grant 
comrade Trotsky a visa which would 
enable him to take up residence in 
the country? Why have bourgeois 
republicans, yellow social democrats 
of all wings, reactionary and "en- 
lightened" monarchists — In a word, 
all the governments to which applica- 
tion was made— met the request for 
asylum with such a united front of 
NO i Why has only one country per- 
mitted him to stay within its borders 
— reactionary Turkey, and that only 
by secret agreemnt with Stalin? Why 
did Czechoslovakia, where the latest 
attempt was made (and gave the 
Stalinists the occasion for their some- 
what "premature" cries about the 
"united front between the Skoda 
works, French imperialism and Trot- 
sky"), finally refuse the visa which 
it "promised" — if Trotsky would 
refrain from revolutionary action. 

To answer these questions would 
indicate where the real united front 
lies. It consists in the tacit agree- 



ment arrived at between the Stalin- 
ist apparatus in the U. S. S. K. on 
the one hand, and the bourgeois gov- 
ernments of the entire world on the 
other, to keep comrade Trotsky a 
prisoner in Turkey for the rest of 
his life. The visit to Denmark is a 
purely episodic interruption of this 
imprisonment, "generously" granted 
by the Danish social democracy be- 
cause of the insignificance of the Com- 
munist movement and as a dema- 
gogic display of adherence to the 
principle of the right of political 

asylum for three months. 

The speech delivered over the 
radio for fifteen minutes by comrade 
TrotBky, is reprinted here as it was 
received. In some parts, unfortun- 
ately, we were unable to establish 
the text with complete accuracy and 
the doubtful sections are indicated 
by three periods. While it is essen- 
tially correct, it should be read with 
that reservation In mind. Its con- 
densed nature was, of course, condi- 
tioned by the briefness of the time 
alotted for the speech. 



A.F.L Convention 
Talks «Radical» 

Labor Discontent Forces Lip-Service to Left Measure* 



Extracts from the Speech Delivered by Leon Trotsky and Broadcast from Copenhagen 



I will make an attempt to give the 
American ratfio audflemce a ebprt ex- 
pose of my lecture on the Russian rev- 
olution. This, in two senses, is a dar- 
ing enterprise. The limits of time are 
too narrow, and my English— my poor 
English — is in no proportion to my ad- 
miration for Anglo-Saxon culture. I 



Conference Seats St. 
Louis Opposition 



ST LOUIS.— 

More than 500 delegates representing 
63 organizations (together with unat- 
tached delegates), attended the united 
front conference called by the Unemploy- 
ed Councils for November 20 in St Louis, 
The Communist League of America (Op- 
position), St. Louis branch, sent dele- 
gates and they were seated- (Question 
to the party bureaucrats; Why were our 
delegates seated In St. Louis and ex- 
cluded in New York? — Ed.) Our com- 
rades were elected on the Resolutions 
Committee and also on the Committee to 
see Mayor Miller to present the demands 
of the Conference. (We were also elected 
on the Committee of 25 to be known as 
the "United Front Committee". 

In so far as the conference reflected 
the growing militancy and determination 
of the masses to struggle against the 
brutal offensive of the capitalist clasB, 
it was a success The mood was indeed 
a fighting one — a mood which with the 
proper policies and tactics, with a correct 
theoretical analysis of the task of the 
revolutionary party, could be utilized to 
bring many of them to the banner of 
Communism. For this, a whole series of 
questions must first be made clear to the 
workers. I^nin said about a period in 
the Russian revolution, that "the masses 
are a thousand times to the Left of us", 
and the conference revealed a somewhat 
similar situation. When one sees "Left- 
ism" among the masses, one is not sur- 
prised but pleased, even Lf they may be 
far more to the Left than the possibil- 
ities, arising out of the objective condi- 
tions, warrant. But when this ultra- 
Leflst position passes over and finds un- 
measured expression on the lips of the 
leadership, it cannot be characterized as 



beg your indulgence all the more since 
it is the first time I am addressing an 
audience -In English. 

What question does the Russian rev- 
olution raise in the mind of thinking 
man? First, why at all did this revolu- 
tion take place? And, second, has the 
revolution stood the test? The fact that 
the proletariat reached power for the 
first time in such a backward country as 
caarlst Russia seems mysterious only at 
first glance. In reality it is wholly In 
accord with it« histo Heal background. 
It could have been predicted, ana it was 
predicted. Still more, on the basis of 
that prediction the revolutionists built 
up the strategy long before the deciding 
event. 

Permit me to quote here a passage 
from a work of mine In 1905. I quote; 

"In an economically backward coun- 
try, the proletariat can come to power 
sooner than In the economically advanced 
countries. The Russian revolution, In 
our opinion, creates such conditlone un- 
der which the power can pass over to 
the proletariat (and with a victorioui 
revolution it must) even before the policy 



A Reply from Shanghai to the Stalinists 
Slanders on Chen Du-Hsiu's Arrests 



SHANGHAI.— 

From the Reuter Newa Agency you 
have probably heard some news about 
the Chinese Opposition. But while some 
of it Is right, there is a good deal of 
untruth in the reports. 

Since the organization of the Blue 
Shirt Society, nearly all the students 
from the Moscow Sun Yat Sen University 
have concentrated in it. They learned 
many things in the USSR, especially 
from the GPU, and they are using it 
faithfully, especially to strengthen Chiang 
Kai-Shek. According to an official re- 
port, the students mlseducated by the 
Stalinists number about BOO. Their only 
task is to arrest Communists and destroy 
the Communist organizations. They have 
spread to all the important provinces of 
China, but their main strength is iu 
Shanghai. 

The leader of this group is iKoo Song 
Chong (the head of the special detach- 
ment of the Chinese Communist Party in 
1921) and Ma Yu Fu (a former member 
of the Central Committee who quit it 
three months after Koo.) They not only 
arrest Communsts, but spend a great 
deal of money to buy up Communist mili- 
tants who have a tendency to grumble. 
In this way, they got to the private sec- 
retary of comrade Chen Du-Hslu, by the 
name of Sie Seu San. He is also one of 
the returned students from the Sun Yat 
San University. Sle told the Kuo MIn 
Tans; Where comrade Chen's home was. 
located — lie being the only one to know 
place. Hence, comrade Chen was ar- 



rested on September 16, at a moment 
when he was very sick. 'Right after that, 
other militants of our Central Committee 
were arrested, including the famous party 
organizer, comrade Pan Fu-Tze. 

According to a report, Sle received 
100,000 silver dollars for his work from 
Chiang Kai-Shek. The prisoners number 
nearly 30, and all the organs are destroy- 
ed. 

On October 30, comrade Chen and the 
others were transferred to Nanking, the 
eapital of the Kuo Min Tang govern- 
ment. Reuter and other news agencies 
declared that Chen had requested the Kuo 
Min Tang to take him to talk directly 
with Chiang about the Trotskyist move- 
ment in China. Though this rumor was 
refuted three days later, the Stalinists 
and the other anti-Opposition forces con- 
tinue to use ths lie to fight the Opposi- 
tion. 

The first wave of arrests is over but 
the second and more extensive wave of 
persecution is being prepared. 

The Stalinists are cynical about this 
loss to the forces of the revolutionary 
movement. They tell the Chinese work- 
ers that the Trotskyists are anti-revolu- 
tionary, that our organization is the 
"Left wing of the bourgeoisie." They de- 
clare that Chen Du-Hsiu's arrest Is not 
a blow to the Chinese revolution but a 
matter of indifference tq it. But our com- 
rades are fighting the persecutions 
and looking for aid from the workers in 
other countries. 
October 20. 1032. — H. 



of bourgeois liberalism acquires the pos- 
sibility to bring its state genius to a 
full unfolding." 

I quote this passage to show that the 
theory of the Russian revolution which 
we advocated, preceded the October rev- 
olution by a long time. 

(Continued on page 3) 



Arrest 2 Pittsburgh 
Oppositionists 



anything less than stupid and ridiculous. 
When a leadership fails to understand the 
stage and tempo of the revolutionary 
struggle, it understands nothing In the 
world. From the speeches of the work- 
ers, one gets a vivid impression of the 
militancy and the revolutionary strength 
latent in the American proletarat, waiting 
to be brought forward by a policy and 
leadership that will release It into ac- 
tive and Intelligent channels of the class ' 
struggle. There Is naturally confusion 
in their ranks, but they know what they 
want and they know that in order to 
get what they want they must fight. And 
they are willing to fight and to sacri- 
fice. It only remains to show them the 
right road, to tell them how to fight. 

To many of us who listened to these 
speeches of the workers, not unmixed 
with petty bourgeois confusion, it Is true, 
the introduction of the section organizer 
of the Communist party appeared to come 
as a relief. Now we would hear a real 
Communist speech and all the confusion 
and errors would be cleared up. To our 
Consternation, this individual piled con- 
fusion on top of confusion and it was 
left to us to admit that the most in- 
excusably stupid speech of the entire con- 
ference was made by the party's organ- 
izer, the vanguard of the proletariat. 

Are the contradictions of capitalism 
and the problems of the working class 
arising out of them to be solved by the 
simple process of a parliamentary con- 
test? Apparently so, since this Stalin- 
ist tells us that not only are we going 
to struggle now, but that when the spring 
elections come, the City Hall fakers will, 
be turned on the streets. This assertion 
met with tumultous applause, despite 
the fact that it was presented as the cul- 
mination and most important result of 
the movement ! 

Nor was this bolstering up of parlia- 
mentary illusions all. Together with this 
Right wing tendency, was the equally 
stupid Leftist solution of other "responsi- 
ble" party spokesmen. 

The conference was a success in spite 
of the leadership. Its results will be 
shown In the only field where the work- 
ers can effectively make progress — in 
the field of actual struggle. It is here 
that the workers will learn, and not 
merely from speeches and declarations, 
The Left Opposition is small here, but 
in spite of its numerical weakness, it 
will give these activtiies ts fullest sup- 
port. — «, r, i 



PITTSBURGH — 

■Two militant Left Oppositionists wore 
arrested here last night following a mass 
meeting conducted by the Pittsburgh 
branch of the Communist League (Op- 
position). They have been officially 
charged with violating some city ordin- 
ance by spreading printed matter calling 
for support of the Hunger March to 
Washington. The meeting had been call- 
ed as part of the Communist League's 
participation in the Unemployed United 
Front movement here. 

The two arrested workers, comrades 
Pete Vomvas and Nick Lepirs, have been 
sentenced to the workhouse without trial 
and are being held incommunicado at 
the Allegheny County penitentiary In 
Blaw Knox. 

The International Labor Defense, al- 
though offering technical aid, has refused 
the request of a representative of the 
Communist League (Opposition), to ap- 
peal the sentence. George Martin, Dis- 
trict Organizer of the I. L. D explained 
that his organization does not pay fines 
ae a matter of policy and considered an 
appeal inadvisable for reasons not stated.- 



YOUTH DEBATE 

This coming Saturday, December 10, 
at 8:30 P. M. in the Labor Temple big 
hall the Young Spartacus Youth Club of 
New York will debate the Young Peoples' 
Socialist League on the question : Com- 
munism vs. Socialism— which program for 
the working class? 

The Yipsels will be represented by Gus 
Tyler! the Spartacus Youth Club by Joe 
Carter. Last spring a similar debate, 
was held. Those who came late will re- 1 
member that they had to stand. Come 
early. The admission is only fifteen cents. 



MIMEOGRAPH WANTED 

Any comrade a friend who has a mimeo- 
graphing machine, in good condition, for 
sale at a low price, Is urged to get in 
touch with George J. Papcun, 2224 1-2 
Rockingham Road, Davenport, Iowa. 



CELEBRATE 

NEW YEAR"S EVE 

with the 

Communist League of America 

at 

126 East Id Street, 

Watch for further announcement 



Opposition Ejected 
Hunger March 

NEW YORH^- 

The Joint Committee for Support of 
the National Hunger March which held 
its final ratification conference last Sun- 
day at the Irving Plaza Hall, denied the 
delegation from the Communist League 
of America (Opposition) the right to 
participate in the Hunger March to Wash- 
ington. This conference particularly was 
dominated completely and mechanically 
by the official party bureaucrats. 

With the exception of a scant dozen or 
two from the Left wing A F. L. locals, 
the 'composition of the delegates was 
overwhelming from the TUUL unions 
and the fraternal and sympathetic or- 
ganizations close to the party, The flop- 
houses, municipal lodging houses and She 
unemployed seamen had huge delegations. 
The Communist party itseff was conspi- 
cuous by its absence, It had likewise 
abstained at the preliminary meetings. 
No Serious Unted Front 

No serious attempt was made to organ- 
ize a genuine united front which would 
embrace all the existing organizations 
of the working class. The result was 
that the Joint Committee represented, in 
actuaity, nobody but the party and its 
allied organizations. This stupid and 
short-sighted policy serves, as usual, to 
play right Into the hands of the reaction- 
aries who are happy to see the movement 
confined to the revolutionary vanguard, 
without drawing In those workers not 
yet within the sphere of Communist In- 
fluence. The "united front" now practis- 
ed by the Stalinists is not much mor 



Two measures of great significance 
were adopted at the American Federation 
of Labor convention just concluded at 
Cincinnati, Ohio. It went on record for 
the universal adoption, without delay, of 
the six-hour day and five-day week, to 
carry with it no reduction in pay. It 
indorsed with only live dissenting votes, 
the proposal for compulsory unemploy- 
ment insurance, to be inaugurated by the 
various states, at the cost of the owners 
of industry by assessing the amount of 
3 percent of their total payroll. Here 
we have a reversal of positions formerly 
held, particularly in regard to the latter 
proposal, with a speed which left this as- 
semblage of portly gentlemen gasping at 
iheir own audacity. 
Is A. F. of L. Leadersliip Turning Left 

This presents a picture to our imagina- 
tion of superannuated troglodytes who, 
when coming out from their ultra-conser- 
vative dug-out, are struck by the impact 
o£ a superior force and begin to march 
at a pace which leaves their whole past 
in the shade. The question immedately 
occurs to us : Is the A. F. of L leader- 
ship turning Leftward? The answer, 
which is an emphatic NO, must, to be 
complete, cover several important as- 
pects of the present situation; but it can 
nevertheless lie summed up under the 
general heading: ''mass pressure". Only, 
and that should never be forgotten, these 
labor "leaders", when they move forward 
a few inches at a time, always in doing 
so, lag way behind the masses. 

Basically we are confronted here with 
the question of the changing economic 
structure of capitalist society in its de- 
cay stage. This is beginning to leave its 
marks also in the United States. We 
have here an army of millions of unem- 
ployed the permanent aspect of which 
cannot escape even tho trade union upper 
crust. Conditions have become rotten 
ripe for such measures as those accepted 
by the A F of L convention. The his- 
toric significance lies not in the fact 
lhat they were accepted at this time. It 
lies in the fact that they could be ac- 
cepted at all in this gathering in which 
a genuine rank and file worker would 
have as little chance of getting in as 
the proverbial snowball in hell. 

These gentlemen have been used to 
think that the "dole" was a sad plight 
of Europe alone. They denounced It at 
their last convention held in Vancouver 
a year ago. They labelled it "unAmer- 
can.". They have always held that the 
Amsterdam international was too radi- 
cal. But in time they will even find out 
that revolutionary struggles are not con- 
fined to Europe. And that will likely 
dawn upon them much quicker than the 
snails pace at which they themselves 
move. 

Essentially their fear of the masses 
moving Leftward is a genuine one and 
compels them to move. In this sense they 
see the handwriting on the wall. The re- 
percussion of the capitalist crisis has al- 
ready created considerable havoc within 
the union ranks. There is a marked and 
ominous loss of membership. Whole un- 
ions have been almost wiped out under 
the capitalist offensive. Many members 
were unable to meet the inflexibly heavy 
financial obligations Imposed by the 



from Conference on 
in New York 

than the party in numerous disguises. 
Such a course inevitably isolates the 
Hunger March from the masses of the 
workers, with results that can only bring 
harm to the movement. 

The National Hunger March initiated 
by the party should have made the most 
vigorous efforts to bring the Socialist 
party and the A F L unions into the 
conference. The discontentment of the 
rank and file workers would have made 
this possible. Had it been done, the 
Hunger March would have been an enor- 
mous demonstration of far greater ef- 
fectiveness. Such a united front would 
have meant a repetition of the recent 
successful demonstration in Chicago, but 
on a much vaster scale. 

Within the ranks of the Socialist party 
and particularly in tho A F L unions, a 
genuine appeal for united action would 
have resulted in arousing sympathy and 
support, and in causing the workers to 
bring pressure to bear upon their reac- 
tionary leadership. liut the Stalinists 
chose to take a different road. 

The Conference opened with Carl Win- 
ters presiding. In his Itnroductory re- 
marks he emphasized the necessity of 
eliminating from the conference any spies 
or stool pigeons or disrupters and enemies 
of the working class who were possibly 
present ; that in order to eliminate such 
elements, it was necessary to go through 
an elaborate and lengthy ceremony. 
A New Kind of Committee 

A "Morals Committee" was appointed 
(Continued on page 2) 



trade union bureaucracy. Many others 
left in utter disgust seeing none of the 
working class interests protected and be- 
coming victims of countless sell-outs. The 
bureaucrats fear a situation of lean 
treasuries. They have had to face In- 
cipient revolts in many unions against 
their offhand wage-cut acceptances. They 
have witnessed militant hunger demon- 
strations which by the way could often 
have been bigger and much more power- 
ful if the Stalinist leaders could relent 
irom their blind stupidity and adopt the 
united front policy. There is no reason 
to doubt that these essentially reaction- 
ary trade union leaders understand quite 
well how to judge the latent forces yet 
dormant within the American working 
class which is, however, potential mater- 
ial for the revolutionary movement once 
properly aroused and properly directed. 
The Fear for Safety of Capitalism 
But this Is only the one side of the 
picture. On the other hand the fear of 
these capitalist lieutenants for the safety 
of the capitalist system itself is undoubt- 
edly equally as genuine. To them the 
(Continued on page 4) 



Greek Stalinists Fail 
To Meet Challenge 



NEW YORK.— 

The sixth issue of CenununlsUe that 
appeared on Nov. 12 contained among 
other articles an answer to the Stalinist 
* landers ; also a criticism concerning the 
conduct of the Stalinist leadership in the 
Greek workers Club "Spartacus". The 
EmprOe attempts to evade the concrete 
accusations of Communistes by resorting 
to the time-worn slanders against every 
Greek Oppositionist. About comrade 
Pappas they are unable themselves to 
fabricate any calumnies because they 
know very well that they are so dis- 
credited that no worker wil believe them. 
Therefore they resorted to the assistance 
of the Stalinist- controlled Food Workers 
1. U. to get a statement in order to have 
a certain effect, not upon the revolution- 
ary workers of the union who voiced 
their support of Pappas at their last 
convention, but upon those workers of 
far cities who are not acquainted with 
Pappas. 

About the notorious bourgeola lacker 
Varssadakis, they refrain from saying 
anything about their support to him. 
About Atlantis the Monarchist organ 
which benefits by their one-sidedness not 
a word is mentioned either although the 
printers of Atlantis refused to accept a 
wage cut and have been picketing ita 
premises for the last two weeks. Not 
even a strike is sufficient for the Stalin- 
ists to voice vigorously an attack against 
Atlantis, The alliance la too sacred to 
be broken by ouch an unslgniflcant 
event. The first week they printed a 
few lines on the fifth page of the Empros 
as a news report and In their last is- 
sue they don't mention a thing about the 
strike but simply repeat the old fables 
that the National Herald is the only anti- 
labor paper and the most dangerous. 
The Atlantis was able to appear thank* 
to the services of the strike-breakers 
Chalkiopouloa and Cocoris who 8 years 
ago performed the same honorable job 
for the benefit of the National Herald 

We have always emphasized that both 
papers are purely bourgeois organs and 
as such they don't differ an lota In their 
ami- lab or character. 

The striking printers of Atlantis must 
know that they can't win their strike 
by confining their actlvtles to one shop. 
The A. F. L. fakers will not move one 
finger to assist their struggle in a sub- 
I stantial manner. Only a militant policy 
j and leadership can guarantee a success 
ful struggle. The strike must be extend- 
ed to the other Greek printing plants 
because, as they know very well, toe 
other scab shops assist the Atlantis to 
appear regularly. Since the Greek Stal- 
inists are reluctant to give their support 
lest they will harm Atlantis, they must 
accept the support of the Left Opposi- 
tion. From the A. F. L. fakers they can 
expect no support except friendly nego- 
tiations with the bosses of Atlantis. 



OPEN FORUM 



The Negroes in America - - 
National or Proletarian 
Revolution ? 

Speaker : 
MAX SHACHTMAN 

Friday, December 9, 1932 

126 East 16 Street, 

ADMISSION: 15c 

Auspices : 

N. Y. Br. Communist League of America 

(Opposition) 
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Unscr Kamf Tour 
Brings Results 

The tour in the Interest of Unser Kamf, 
which in the past six weeks has taken 
us through New Haven, Boston, Mon- 
treal, Toronto, Cleveland, youngstown, 
Detroit, Chicago, Davenport, and finds 
us -at present in Minneapolis, revealed to 
us more than anything else the vast pos- 
sibilities for the growth of the Left Op- 
position and the keen interest of the 
Communist workers in our message. The 
Stalinist course of zig-zags iias stripped 
the official party in the localities of the 
more competent older leaders. Many of 
them, at a loss to explain the party 
blunders, left the party in disgust. Hun- 
dreds others were expelled for fighting 
the local manifestations of bureaucracy, 
not knowing to this day that this bureau- 
cracy is a component part of the Stalin- 
ist regime and a consequence of a false 
political line. This is especially true of 
the Jewish speaking movement where the 
Communist party at one time bad the 
dominating influence. 

Unfortunately our local groups with 
few exceptions barely touches the sur- 
face in reaching the disoriented and con- 
fused Communist workers with the mes- 
sage of the Left Opposition, which alone 
could save them for the revolutionary 
movement. This is why our efforts in 
the tour were concentrated primarily on 
the organization of functioning groups 
not alone among Jewish speaking work- 
ers, but wherever we found it possible. 



but aloo lose the sympathy of the mem- 
bers. 

For instance: Last week leaflets wer« 
distributed which said that the Progret- 
sive Youth Club would celebrate the 15th 
bers in the recent few weeks. They are anniversary of the Russian Revolution in 
awake to all the struggles of the work- 1 conjunction with the party-controlled. I. 
ers, taking an active part in them. The 1 W. O. It was only natural that a good 
class in Marxian conducted by comrade many of the club members should raise 
Spector has an attendance of 85 to 40. the question as to why the membership 
The Toronto group is sinking its root* 



wide and deep. The most recent achieve. 

ment during the week we spent in thta refuse to joln^trat _ft«^« shI P 
locality was the aid given in the organi- 
zation of the Students League of Canada 
which is publishing its own monthly pa- 
per. The Spark. Our comrades were also 
making preparations for the publication 
of a Canadian organ of the Left Opposi- 
tion. Th« Vanguard, which was to appear 
on the 7th of November. 



We went to Toronto with the impres- 
sion that the work for Unser Kamf was 
carried by one comrade. This was true 
only until recently. The short few 
months of our existence has gained for 
us new adherents with the result that 
we found it possible to organize an 
Un«er Kamf Club w|iich has its in- 
ception about 15 workers. Several young 
workers were recently expelled from 
the Y. C. L. find the party for selling 
and distributing L'nser JSamf. As for 
the twto lectures that the comrades ar- 
ranged for us, one on the German situa- 
tion had an attendance of 65-70; the sec- 
ond one on What Ehe Left Opposition 
Stands For had an attendance -of close 
to 150. "We also addresesd an open 
forum of the tailors. At all these meet- 
ings we found a keen and sympathetic 
interest in our viewpoint. 

The sales of our literature in Toronto 



was not consulted about this affair, 
result was that not only did the 



The; 



club 
as 
well was aroused against such tactics. 
This would never have happened if the 
proposal had been made in a straight- 
forward and correct united front manner. 
The official party members are blind in 
thinking that they can railroad through 
anything. The results of last week's ex- 
perience ought to teach them something, 
if they will only open up their eyes. 



The lectures that we held, were merely, have doubled and trebled and in the 
a by-product i oaSo oi " le MH'tant, we believe that in- 

InNew Haven we found that the com-! crease is five-fold. Preparations were 



rades were not functioning in an organ- 
ized manner. One of onr comrades in 
this locality has been functioning as the 
secretary of the I. L. D„ the Stalinist* 
finding it imposible to replace her tor 
want of capable people. During our stay 
in New Haven we met with the comrades 
several times, discussed the need for 
organized activity, and with the neces- 
sary assistance from the center we believe 
It will be possible in the future to build 
up a strong center there. l We appeared 
before a number of working class or- 
ganizations and sold our literature which 
was bought quite eagerly. We had no 
open lecture here but we do hope on our 
return to the center to arrange such lec- 
tures at frequent intervals in view of 
the proximity of this locality to New 
York. 

Our Boston branch has been humming 
with activity of late. The comrades have 
taken upon themselves the initative in 
building up a social science club which 
had an attendance of about thirty people 
during our stay there. We have also ga- 
thered a group of Jewish workers who at 
present are proceeding with the organi- 
zation of a club which we are sure will 
render assistance to Unser Kamf and to 
our movement in general. Upon the very 
day of our arrival we were Invited to 
speak at Chelsea Labor Lyceum. Here 
the Stalinists deserted an excellent field 
of activities when the "third period" was 
first proclaimed and they did not deem 
it possible to work in the same institu- 
tions with "Social Fascists". The result 
was that a large section of Left wing 
workers refused to follow the party in 
its splitting tactics and remained in the 
Labor Lyceum without any gudance or 
direction. Upon the request of these 
Left wing workers we spoke at the 
Labor Lyceum on the election campaign 
and in support of the Communist candi- 
dates. The following day we lectured in 
the Labor Lyceum on our differences with 
the party. We were attacked sharply by 
the Socialists present in the audience. 
It was quite natural. They consider us 
less "practical" than the Stalinists and 
when it comes *o a ehoice, prefer the 
latter. On the other hand, we were well 
received by the Left wing workers, many 
of them finding that we were voicing 
criticisms which had been in their own 
minds. We established some contacts 
there and sold a substantial amount of 
literature. 

We appeared before several branches 
of the Workmens' Circle appealing for 
the support of Unser Kamf which they as 
a matter of routine referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee. ,We are not yet 
aware of the results. 

The work of the Left Opposition In 
Montreal has heretofore been carried 
upon the shoulders of one comrade and 
one or two sympathizers. We must say 
that he had done exceedingly well, being 
active at the same time in a leading ca. 
pacity in his trade union and other organ- 
izations. The appearance of Unser Kamf 
has given several Jewish speaking work- 
ers the chance to acquaint themselve* 
with the viewpoint of the Left Opposi- 
tion for the first time. The expulsion 
from the Young Communist League of 
comrade Gilbert for raising some of the 
questions that the Left Opposition has 
raised was an additional factor which 
made possible for us to definitely organ- 
ize a Branch of the Lett Opposition in 
this locality. Jn addition to that we took 
the first steps in organizing a Youth Club. 

Our lecture in Montreal exceeded our 
acceptations. For the first time we suc- 
ceeded in having an open lecture on our 
differences with the party in this locality 
with an attendance of over 80 workers. 
This In spite of the picket line in front 
of the hall compromising all the party 
leaders, who exerted all their efforts to 
discourage workers from attending our 
meeting. The audience sat through till 
1 :00 in thg morning listening to our point 
of view, discussing with us and asking 
questions. The work we have started In 
Montreal will be followed up by comrade 
Spector who is scheduled to take a lec- 
ture trip from Toronto to Montreal. 

Of all the places so far visited by us 
we find that our Toronto group is mak- 
ing more genuine advances than any other 
one. They have gained about 10 ment- 



under way in Toronto also for the organi- 
zation of the Spartacus Youth Club. 
Under the experienced, capable guidance 
of comrades Spector and MacDonald and 
with the favorable objective conditions 
that exist, Toronto will undoubtedly be- 
come one of the most powerful bases of 
the Left Oppostion in the future. 

As for the rest of the tour, we will 
report it on a different occasion. 

Kansas City, Nov. 29, 30. 

St. Louis, Dec. 2, 3, 4. 

Springfield, III., Dee. 5. 

Chicago, Dec. 6. 

Cleveland, Dec. 8, 9. 

New Castle, Pa., Dee. 11. 

Pittsburgh, Dec. 12, 13. 

Baltimore, Dec. 14, 15. 

Philadelphia, Pa., Dee. 16, 17. 

Trenton, Dec. 18. 

—SYLVIA BLEEKER. 
— MORRIIS LEWIT. 



Pittsburgh Youth Club 
and Opposition 

PITTSBURGH.— 

Workers of Pittsburgh may already bo 
fiimiliar with the Progressive Youth 
j which has recently been organized here. 
Especially, due to the fact that the 
Freiheit a short time ago accused us, of 
the Left Opposition, of wanting to break 
up one of its meetings. Of course this is 
only just another of the Frelheft's train- 
ed-to-lie stories, to which the Left Op- 
position has been accustomed for long. 

Of course, the membership of the club 
consists of workers with different tend- 
encies and should the workers of the of- 
ficial party use the right tactics in going 
about united front activities, there are 
possibilities of bringing the 'elements of 
the club to such a point where the club 
as a whole would participate in the 
everyday struggle if the working class. 
But due to the fact that the party mem- 
bers here are trying to railroad through 
their points without the consent or the 
understanding of the members and in the 
meantime, mostly against the Left Op- 
position, they not only meet with failure 



Pitts. Anniversary Meet 

PITTSBURGH.— 

Thanks to the Communist League of 
America (Opposition), the workers of 
Pittsburgh now have a long sought for 
opportunity to study and learn the real 
Marxist theory of Communism in a Left 
Opposition study class organized by com- 
rade Gordon, eent to this city recently 
by the League.* 

The "Marxist Study Class" is increas- 
ing in worker students from week to 
week. It assures the development of a 
genuine, well equipped revolutionary 
group within the workers movement of 
Pittsburgh, 

On Saturday, November 12. the Marx- 
ist Study Class Celebrated the 15th anni- 
versary of the Eussian Revolution in a 
hail on Center Avenue. Over 40 students 
and sympathizers were present. 

The celebration was opened by the 
chairman with the singing of the "Inter- 
national". Then comrade Gordon was 
introduced as the speaker for the Com- 
munist League. lie spoke on the great 
International significance of the Bolshe- 
vik victory in October 1917 and stressed 
the historical role of the Left Opposition 
iis its truest defender. AEter touching 
upon the taeks that this role implies 
here in Pittsburgh and in the everyday 
class struggle, he closed with an appeal 
for support of the Left Opposition's 
struggle for working class and Commun- 
ist unity on the basis of the Marxist 
program and the Russian Revolution. 
The whole crowd, party sympathizers 
among them, applauded heartily. 

There was some dancing afterwards 
and the comrades gathered, in a group 
to sing revolutionary battle songs. Be- 
fore closing, the speaker of the Commun- 
ist League made an appeal for aid in the 
preparations for the Hunger March', re- 
porting on the United Front Unemployed 
Conference at which the League was re- 
presented by delegates and asking for 
financial support to make its work suc- 
cessful. The collection netted a small 
Hum, which was quite substantial con- 
sidering the numbers. 

Refreshments were served by the enter- 
tainment committee . Then the affair 
was closed with the singing of "Solidarity 
Forever". 



Eject Opposition 
"Delegates in N. Y 

(Continued from page 1) 
(by whom?) and every delegation and 
its representative appeared before It. 
William Kitt, a duly elected delegate from 
the Alteration Painters Union, was ob- 
jected to by the "unholy three" which 
had been informed that he was a "Trot- 
skyist". An attempt was made to dis- 
qualify him, but the other delegate from 
the Union threatened to withdraw if it 
were done. The Committee thereupon re- 
luctantly permitted him to participate. 

Strangely enough, no objections were 
made to any of the other delegates. All 
were accepted, none was excluded, with 
the exception of course of the Left Op- 
position delegate. The most elementary 
semblance of democratic procedure was 
absent. The "Morals Committee" under 
the trained direction of Winters, Sam 
Weisman (whose moral qualifications, as 
exemplified by his work in the food work- 
ers' union, is well known to our readers!) 
and Jack Perilta, functioned like a well- 
oiied steam roller, a la Tammany Hall. 
As our delegation, consisting of M. Glee, 
H. Milton and H. Ross, passed before 
the Committe, the objection was raised. 
We were accused, no less, of murdering 
two workers on Avenue A and 7th Street. 
A chorus of gasps was to be heard at 
this point, which we took as the oppor- 
tunity to inform the Committee that at 
the time the two workers were killed, 
we had invited the Communist party and 
the ILD to organize a workers' jury trial 
to determine the responsibility for the 
deaths, and that both the party and the 
ILD did not see fit to reply. 

Dropping this line of action, the in- 
quisitors told us that the CLA was a pol- 
itical organization and that consequently 
we could not participate in the Hunger 
March ! To wlii^h we replied that it was 
most unfortunate that the C. P. was not 
present, that we considered ft a serious 
error on the part of the party to fail 
to participate openly in such a movement. 

Perilla interrupted «s at this point to 
say that they would defend the party 
themselves and that we should "mind our 
own business". 

Left Opposition Excluded 

Charges were hurled at us that we 
were enemies of the working class, that 
we represented nobody, etc., etc. We, on 
our part, kept the floor and disposed of 
the arguments made against us. Finally, 
the patience of the triumvirate was ap- 
parently exhausted and we were informed 
thiit we could go, that the "Committee" 
would consider the case and inform us 
of its decision. We asked for the right 
to appear before the Committee to defend 
ourselves. To which Sam Weisman re- 
plied that they had already listened to 
our arguments and would render a de- 
cision without us being present. Pro- 
testing agfiinst such a procedure, we re- 
quested that the decision be made then 
and there. A hasty consultation took 
place and we were finally told that the 
Committee saw fit to deny us the right 
to participate in the Hunger March to 



Our CInb Plan 

MILITANT BUILDERS 



PAID SUB CARDS 

They're oomlng" in alright. We have 
started with a rush. And that, of course, 
is the way to do it. The Paid Sub Card 
ideas seems to have caught on. Now we 
must keep it up- Remember comrades: 
the Militant Bells these half-year Paid 
Sub Cards in minimum blocs of tour or 
(more to the bloc if wanted, of course) ; 
they are sold by the Mttttaot only on a 
cash basis ; you dispose of them accord- 
ing to your circumstances in blocs or 
singly, for cash or on credit; all that the 
recipient has to do is All in his name and 
address on the card mail it In and he 
will be entered on the list as a subscrib- 
er. It's as slmpl as that. 

NEWCASTLE SHOWS THE WAY 

In response to the launching of the 
second phase of the Club Plan three 
branches have thus far sent In these 
cards. They are Philadelphia, New York 
and New Castie, Pa. Fourteen cards, 
that is to say, subs, have been sent in 
on this basis. Of this total New Castle 
acounted for eight, New York, five and 
Philadelphia, one. These are credited to 
the branch standing which is given be- 
low. 

When a comrade sends in four of these 
cards we credit him with a Culb Plan 
Sub and include it in the standing of 
the staff. As we keep accurate records 
of every card coming in as well as go- 
ing out a comrade need not eend in four 
of these Paid Sub Cards at one time to 
receive eredit for a club plan sub. We 
will add it up, so to speak, and for ev- 
ery four we will add four to his total. 
W» have already done this with comrades 
Reyburn and Hudson of New Castle who 
«nt in four of these Paid Sub Card* 
apiec*. 

To «um it up : we think that we have 
made a good beginning but it is only 
a beginning. We cannot leave off build- 
tag when only the foundations, and hard- 
ly that, are laid. We want a towering 
structure. We un '.erstand that It can- 



not be erected over night by rubbing 
Alladin's lamp. It must be built by our 
effort*. Let us add brick to brick. Ev- 
»ry *ub, every Paid Sub Card sent in ii 
» brick 1r our Militant structure. The 
ttaa record measures our bricklaying. 



THB STAFF 




Chicago Friend* -of 




the Militant Club 


12 


P. Vomvas 


12 


B. Morgen stern 


8 


V. R. Dunne 


• 


H. Nash 


7 


W. Krehm 


6 


II. A. 


4 


M. Hudson 


4 


F. Rayburn 


4 


II. Capelts 


i 


M. Gottlieb 


4 


J. Hamilton 


4 


W, Konikow 


i 


O. Coover 


4 


S. Lessin 


4 


J. Sifakls 


4 


A. Joel 


4 


E. McMillan 


4 


A. Millen 


4 


J. Weber 


4 


J. Ross 


4 
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THE RECORD BY CITIES 




Chicago 


£4 


Minneapolis 


20 


Pittsburgh 


16 


New York 


1» 


Toronto 


10 


Boston 


TO 


Philadelphia 


9 


New Castle 


8 


Montreal 


7 


St. Louis 


4 


Des Moines 


4 



Notice the way New York is climb- 
ing. It looks as though it won't be Ion* 
now before it's up at the top. But there's 
New Castle! And who can say what 
they will do out there? Well, we're 
watching. Let'er go. We'll not he dl*- 
•ppointed 1* a lively scrap develops foi 
flnt place. 



Washington. We recorded our protest 
and, pursuant upon the order, left the 
hall. 

Our resolution endorsing the Hunger 
March and presenting the unemployment 
program of the CLA, could not, fortun- 
ately, be distributed at the conference, 
for technical reasons. It is reproduced 
t'lsewbere in this issue of the Militant. 
—HARRY MILTON. 



Pamphlets Wanted 

We are now completely out of the 
Bound Volumes of comrade Trotsky's 
pamphlets. But the demand still con- 
tinues. This leaves us no choice but to 
make another attempt to bind some more. 
This is where the difficulty comes in. 
As you remember we advertized the 
Bound Volumes as containing some pam- 
phlets that were out of print and unob- 
tainable except in these Bound Volumes. 
That was true. But now that the Bound 



Volumes arc all gone these pamphlets 
are unobtainable anywhere, even by us. 

In order to bind additional sets we 
need the following pamphlets : The- Draft 
Program; The Turn in tlie C. I.'- Germany 
— tlie Key to the International Situation; 
and World Unemployment and the Five 
Year Plan. If our comrades will send 
these pamphlets to us we will be able to 
go ahead with the binding. ,We need lots 
of them. The more we receive the more 
we will be able to bind. 

We ask for these pamphlets on the 
following terms. We are absolutely un- 
able to pay for them with money. We 
can issue credit slips for the amount of 
the pamphlets against any accompanying 
or future order that the comrade may 
make. But these orders must be for 
literature. We afe strongly against ap- 
plying them to sub extensions and renew- 
als. And the pamphlets must be in good 
condition. 



BOOKS BY TROTSKY 



PROBLEMS OF THE CHINESE 
REVOLUTION 



450 pages 



Cloth cover 
paper cover 



$1.50 
1.00 



THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION 

158 pages paper cover 50c 

cloth cover $1.00 



HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION— Vol. 1 

522 pages $4 

PROBLEMS OF THE DEVELOP- 
MENT OF 1HE U. S. S. R. 



48 pages 



paper cover 15c 



COMMUNISM AND SYNDICAL- 
ISM 
84 pages paper cover 15c 



STRATEGY OF THE WORLD 
REVOLUTION* 

Part 2 of the Draft Program 

88 pages 25c 

THE SPANISH REVOLUTION IN 
DANGER 

64 pages paper cover 15c 

WHITHER ENGLAND 

178 Pages Paper .$76 

PIONEER 

84 East 10th Street, 



WHAT NEXT— Vital Questions 

for the German Proletariat 

192 Pages Cloth $.65 



Cloth 
Paer 



THE REAL SITUATION IN 

RUSSIA 1 



.35 



364 pages 

PUBLISHERS 

New York, N. T. 



cloth cover $1.00 



A Picture of the Situation in China Today 



SHANGHAI.— 

Let us dwell now on the labor move- 
ment in Shanghai after the Sino-Japan- 
cse conflict. Since millions in wealth 
were burned in ashes, production was 
contracted, unemployment increased, the 
hunger army swelled, the post-war crisis 
weighs heavily upon the people. The 
bourgeoisie lost no opportunity to dismiss 
the disgruntled workers, to lower wages, 
to intensify the exploitation Of labor. 
The task of the day was to fight for the 
defense of the workers' interests against 
the capitalist offensive. In spite of the 
unfavorable conditions of struggle, a 
strike wave developed, the postal work- 
ers' strike, the newspaper printers' 
strike, the strike in the silk filatures, 
the strike of part of the tramway work- 
ers, the telephone workers' strike, the 
bus conductors' strike, and other strike 
and labor disputes. . Most of the strikes 
ended in defeat. The attitude of the em- 
ployers was too resolute and intransi- 
geant, but the workers were also stub- 
born in their fight. The yellow leaders 
either sabotaged or betrayed the strikes. 
In these strikes, it could be seen that 
the yellow unions, could serve as the 
prop for the workers te start the strikes. 
Of all the strikes, the Stalinists had 
connections only with the telephone work- 
ers' strike and the bus conductors' strike. 
The Left Oppostion led the telephone 
workers' strike at first, but the Stalin- 
ists used all means to break down our 
leadership. While the strike committee 
under our influence was really elected 
by the masses, the Stalinists set up a 
strike committee elected by their own 
men, most of whom were not workers. 
This committee they used to attack our 
strike commltee. The Stalinists clamored 
that the strike must be ended only when 
a 100 percent victory le secured, that they 
refuse help from any organization what- 



soever (the yellow unions included). The 
telephone company is an American enter- 
prise. When the foremen (under the in- 
fluence of Nationalist feelings) offered to 
cooperate with the strikers, the Stalin- 
ists put up unreasonable demands to 
make this collaboration Impossible. The 
employers, seeing the dissension among 
the strikers, stiffened their resistance. 
The workers returned to work uncondi- 
tionally and many were later fired. The 
bus strike revealed even more clearly 
the failure of the Stalinist tactics. They 
at first obtained the leadership of the 
strike, but they do not know how to 
adapt themselves to the backward work- 
ers so as to draw them into the struggle. 
.When they declared that they refuse any 
help from the outside, their leadership 
was disclaimed by the strikers. The ul- 
tra-Leftist conduct of the Stalinists only 
isolated them from the workers and all 
the heroic efforts made to stop the strike- 
breakers were of no avail. 

In spite of the revival of the labor 
movement in the post-war days, owing to 
the false tactics pursued by the Stalin- 
ists, the lack of political propaganda and 
struggle for democratic demands, the 
Communists did not entrench themselves 
in the labor movement. The organizing 
activities of the workers did not greatly 
increase. The disproportion between the 
leadership and the masses' will to fight 
is still enormous. 

* t • • 

To complete the picture of present 
Chinese political life, let us turn our 
attention to what is happening in the 
red army districts. The government 
troops have lately gained several vlctor- 
es in the Hupeh, Anwhei and Honan pro- 
vinces. Direct and up-to-date informa- 
tion from those districts, we do not pos- 
sess. We have read, not so long ago, 
two resolutions passed by the first dele- 



gated congress of the Communist party 
in the Southern Kiangsi Soviet district 
{the center of the Soviet districts). We 
quote the following parts from it to show 
the real situation in these districts: 

The resolution starts by complaining 
against the line of Li Li San for "not 
confiscating the rich peasants' superflu- 
ous and better land... in every many So- 1 
viet districts, much of the landowners' 
and rich peasants' land was not con- 
fiscated and the land was left undivided 
for a long time ; where it was divided 
according to the productive implements. 
It. was absolutely a rich peasant line", 

"Proletarian consciousness in the party i 
of the Soviet districts is weak, the back- 
ward ideology of the peasantry Is re-| 
fleeted in the party... The activities of: 
the workers and peasants are not deve-| 
ioped, the alien elements, such as the 
rich peasants, the merchants and the 
youth of the landlords and gentry, pene- 
trate into the government and into all 
the revolutionary organizations. Even 
the party cadres are filled with such 
alien elements 

"The class struggle in the Soviet dis- 
tricts is hampered. From the govern- 
ment down to the mass organizations, 
the organizational relations are extremely 
loose and many organizations exist only 
on paper 

"There are still mistakes and defects 
In the red army work. First of all, In 
the reorganization of the red army, the 
purging of the elements of the landown- 
ers, rich peasants and merchants, was 
not made the central task ; rather the 
task was set of cleansing the army of 
tramps — quite vaguely — while all the 
soldiers and non-commissioned officers of 
the former white army are regarded as 

tramps Up till now, the red army has 

not yet rid itself of the traditions of 



the partisan warfare which expresses It-' 
sell in loo3e organization, small group-! 
ings, undisciplined action, lack of scien-1 
tific division of labor, ignorance of posi-, 

tional warfare The remnants of mili-! 

tarist caste still exist, its concrete ex-; 
pression lies In the fact that bad relations 
exist between commanders and command-! 
ed, between the army and the toillngl 
masses I 

"After the August (1931) resolution of 
the Central Bureau on the 1 agrarian 
question, ..there are still Right wing op- 
portunist mistakes, which consist In the 
concessions made ' the landowners, gen- 
try and rich peasantry 

"Although repealed reorganizations are 
undertaken in the Soviet governmental 
institutions, there are still landowners, 
rich peasants and merchants mixed with- 
in thera. The Soviet government there- 
by loses the class character of the work- 
ere and peasants power... The basic or- 
ganizations of tlie political power— the 
city and village Soviets — are not organ- 
ized at all. The village government ex- 
ecutive committee and government groups, 
replace them. . .consistently ordering 
about the masses. The government insti- 
tutions are busy with those non-govern- 
mental functions, such as the obtaining 
of transport coolies, the entertainment 
of passengers, etc. 

"The former trade unions were not the 
class unions at all. The employers, the 
Independent laborers, even the monks and 
oracles join the trade unions. The class 
struggle of the workers against the em- 
ployers Is not developed. Nothing has 
been done to improve the workers' liv- 
ing conditions. The eight-hour day Is 
generally not enforced. The struggles 
which the trade unions lead are the 
struggles of the independent laborers 
against the peasants. . .threatening to 
break th* alliance with the peasantry. 



The an ti -imperialist agitation is general- 
ly ignored. 

"Very few workers and agricultural 
laborers are in the party, but the alien 
.elements, like the rich peasants, the 
merchants, the youth of the landowners, 
still mix themselves up with it.... 

'The militarist remnants still preserve 
the government as the Kuo Mln Tang 
generals manifest towards the K. M. T. 
government,. They think that the red 
army is the creator of the government, 
and the government institutions should 
be inferior to the red army." 

Thus, in spite of the passage of impo- 
tent resolutons condemning bureaucrat- 
ism, the rich peasant tendency, militar- 
ist survivals, etc., for the last two years, 
matters in the Soviet districts continue 
to go from bad to worse. The partisan 
warfare inevitably degenerates when it 
is not supported by mass movements In 
the cities. The Stalinists want to deny 
this truth but, in the long run, they be- 
come its victims. Under the cover of 
Communism, the Stalinists are really eon- 
verting the Chinese party into a peasants- 
workers party. Tlie influence of Com- 
munsiu in Chinese politics is practical- 
ly nil, what the Chinese Communist 
Party represents is the policy of the 
petty bourgeois turned desperate. The 
Miinchurian crisis opened np broad pos- 
sibilities for Chinese Communism to 
make progress. The KMT government 
has never been so discredited as In thfs 
crisis. The masses of the people are 
becoming radialized, but Chinese Com- 
munism is paralyzed by its internal weak- 
ness and has let its chances go by. The 
KMT regime Is regaining its lost posi- 
tions and once again stabilizing itself. 

We have to begin from the very be- 
ginning. The difficulties on the road 
are great. But under the leadership of 
the International Opposition and com- 
rade Trotsky, we shall be able to find 
the correct path, to consolidate our own 
ranks, to move on slowly but steadily. 

— NIBL-8IH. 



SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1032 



THE MILITANT 



For the 6- Hour Day, 5 -Day Week! 



PAGE 3 



For years the American worker oaa being sanctioned by "labor". "Labor" 
been the most highly exploited and pol-' also was opposed to tine dole. "Labor" 
ittcal backward class In the advanced, objected to "government charity". "La- 



wsuits in the "share the 
ment." 



work more- 



capitalist nations. Now thla class is con- 
fronted with permanent mass unemploy- 
ment. One reaction of the working class 
to the crisis has been the motion in op- 
posite directions or this physical and 
mental condition of speed-up and back- 
wardness. The speed-up has been Inten- 
sified while the political consciousness of 
the class Is being awakened and is moving 
into class channels. 

The condition of mass unemployment 
and the lowering of the standard of liv- 
ing of the American workers has set in 
motion class forces, that if properly dir- 
ected by the party, can become the force, 
which will be able to move the class far 
along the road toward the solution. This 
is true, in so far as the revolutionists 
direct this class force by a correct pro- 
gram of action. 

Once more history is proving the cor- 
rectness of a Marxian analysis and its 
class program for the problem. The an- 
alysis of the Left Opposition is being 
confirmed, but due to the revisionists, 
the Stalinists, it is being confirmed in a 
negative way. 

When the process of capitalist accu- 
mulation reaches its advanced stage* 
when accumulation is counterposed by 
overpopulation and mass unemployment; 
when the productive forces reach a point 
where the relative decrease of the num- 
ber of industrial workers is transformed 
into an absolute decrease, expressed by 
increased production and by a decrease 
in labor power; when "Accumulation of 
wealth at one pole, Is therefore, at the 
same time accumulation of misery, agony 
of toil, slavery, ignorance, brutality, 
mental degradation, at the opposite pole" 
— then the period of proletaran. revolu- 
tions has been entered and unless the 
capitalists take drastic steps, or are 
faced with a proletariat without a. Marx- 
ian leadership — the favorable objective 
conditions will be developed and trans- 
formed into revolutionary uprisings of 
the proletariat against the capitalists. 

One of the most fundamental economic 
problems confronting the American capi- 
talists, which they recognize, but which 
the party under Stalinist leadership does 
not recognize — -is the adjustment of this 
surplus labor power to the tremendous 
productive forces which constantly ealls 
for less labor power per unit. 

There Is no solution of this problem 
for the capitalist class, because it is only 
a surface indication and an expression In 
the decay stage of capitalism of the con- 
tradiction between socialized production 
and capitalist appropriation. However, 
if our class through the inability of its 
vanguard does not take advantage of 
the favorable class relationship, the capi- 
talist class will, by this means, not only 
steal a march on us, but will also stren- 
gthen their position agaiust the coming 
class battles. 

Either of the immediate temporary 
"solutions" of the problem of the reor- 
ganization of labor power to productive 
forces, the capitalist road or the prole- 
tarian road, is negative for the capitalist 
class .from the standpoint of economics, 
but negative to an entirely different de- 
gree. However, from a political stand- 
point, the capitalists victory far less 
harmful, If we allow the capitalist to de- 
cide bow to recognize which means to 
allow them to "solve" the problem con- 
fronting them. The capitalist's aim in ob- 
taining the lever of the problem Is to 
find the capitalist way out of permanent 
mass unemployment, and to slow up the 
tempo of class Consciousness development 
of the American workers and to further 
reduce the standard of living to enable 
them to obtain a breathing spell from 
the contradiction of the accumulation and 
the falling rate of profit, by the reduc- 
tion of the necessary labor through speed- 
up and lower wages. 

The aim of the working class must be 
to utilize this contradiction to widen the 
gap between these economic contradic- 
tions of the capitalist mode of produc- 
tion, accelerate the process of class con- 
sciousness and force a reorganization of 
labor power to productive power — by the 
reduction of hours with NO REDUCTION 
OF PAY. Only class pressure properly 
organized and directed by the Communist 
party can accomplish this task. 

Up to the present our constant and 
consistent criticism and activity against 
the Stalinist course In the unemployment 
field and their failure to mobilize a Strug 
gle, or at least to prepare the ground 
for It, around the slogan of the six-hour- 
day and five-day-week and no induction 
la pay, has, as we have pointed out more 
than once in the columns of the Militant, 
resulted in allowing the capitalists to 
proceed with this gigantic problem un- 
hampered, without a warning to the 
class, without a directive to the class 
as though we were automatons to be 
handled and remolded to the capitalist's 
desires. 

The capitalists and their government 
have been steadily, and without too 
much bragging, working on this problem. 
They have floundered, they have made 
mistakes, but being left alone by the 
vanguard of the proletariat, they were 
able to at least takes some steps "in 
the right direction" toward strengthen- 
ing their class position against the in- 
evitable coming head-on struggles. 

Long before last summer when Hoover 
called a conference of business leaders, 
financiers, Industrialists, labor fakers, 
etc., to consider the "reduction of 
hours" and means of "speeding up busi- 
ness reocvery", the most capable techni- 
cians and capitalist leaders had worked 
out preliminary steps to release some of 
the pressure of permament masB unem- 
ployment, not through unemployment in. 
surance or immediate relief, but through 
more fundamental clase steps for their 
own class interest, because as yet, the 
class was not resisting in an effective 
manner the onslaughts. Wage cuts were 



bor" wanted work. 

The shorter work day propaganda of 
the bosses is a means of reducing the 
wtandard of living of the workers. Is s 
means of furthering the wage cut drive 
by the "Stagger Plan" against the work- 
ers. The blind and Ignorant Stalinists 
saw the capitalist side of this class pro- 
blem confused it with our eide and dis- 
missed it as reactionary, as "sociaf Fasc- 
ist", etc., not once realizing that evert 
problem has its working class side 
"also". This snould be a B C, but like 
all simple problems Stalinism makes 
them complicated and all complicated 
problems Stalinism tries to simplify, 
which has resulted In simpllfyng matters 
Cor the capitalist enemies. The Stalin- 
ists forgot or ignored the struggle for 
the shorter work day and bitterly fought 
the slogan of, "The six hour day, the 
live day week, and no reduction in pay." 

Up to the present, the capitalists have 
not made much progress with their side 
of this problem. Nevertheless, what lit- 
tle progress they have made is far great- 
er progress than we have made with our 
side of the same problem, because the 
most powerful organized poltical force 
o£ our class, the party, controlled by 
the Stalinists, has put a damper on even 
the thought about this problem. 

Some of the preliminary steps taken 
now, after three years of the crisis, by 



It must be remembered that this la 

the capitalist's side of the problem and 
the capitalist class. Is the establishment u the opposlte ln content tt not to foro 
of the "legal" apparatus to "solve" thU ^ tne workera slde ot the question of 
problem. They have established a na- the re <]uctIon of hours. The capitalist 
tional organization, with Walter Teagle,] methoi brfw witn Jt lower wage9 ana - 
of the Standard Oil, who is now devoting greater speed . up . Tne workers et de, 
his full time to this "emergency" for 



(I suppose) a "dollar" a year, just like 
he devoted his time to the "emergency" 
of the last world war. They know what 
emergencies are and act accordingly. The 
committee functions throughout the coun- 
try, covering every avenue of activity us- 
ing labor power. 

"The entire country has been divided 
into sections. In each locality a chair- 
man has been appointed who in turn 
enlists the heads of the large business 
and industries. All the firms n the same 
line are grouped together and a vice 
group or chairman as appointed who in 
turn enlists the heads of large business 
and industries. General meetings are held 
throughout the country, as well as group 
meetings, and representatives visit In- 
dividual firms to explain the advantages 
of the plan." "Moreover, much litera- 
ture is dlstrbuted and plans are worked 
out for adopting the scheme to special 
cases". <New York Mmes, Oct. 30" 

Teagle says, "more than 3000 firms, 
mostly in the manufacturing and Indus- 
trial field have already adopted similar 
plans and it is estimated that if they 
had not done so 3,500,000 more workers 
would have been added to the list of un- 
employed." One can read almost dally 
accounts of the "practical plan" and Its 



through the class struggle drives in the 
opposite direction. The class pressure 
will determine to what degree It can drive 
the movement in the opposite direction. 
The role of. the party will determine 
much of this. Stalinism has already ans- 
wered. We Communist workers should 
answer them by removing such leaders 
and replacing them with Marxists. By 
recalling the Left Opposition to the party. 

Speaking of "Job sharing", Teagle says, 
"The help of the ablest business execu- 
tives is required. We are trying to mob- 
ilize these men for an attack on what 
I consider the principle obstacle to the 
return of prosperity : unemployment." 
One should not confuse the terminology 
Teagle uses with the real essence of the 
problem. The minority exploiters must 
always cloak their "attack" against the 
workers in class collaboration drapes 
when the class relations are so favorable 
for them. 

The Left Opposition will continue its 
propaganda in this field and coordinate 
it with the other pressing immediate de- 
mands for the struggle against unem- 
ployment and point out that the solution j 
of the problem is found in the revolu- 
tionary overthrow of capitalism. As 
Stalinism "grows" in America so grow 
the mistakes of Stalinism. — OEHLER. 



Trotsky Speaks to American Audiences on 
Significance of Russian Revolution 



Stalinist Zig-zags on trie Chicago Conference 



(Concluded from last Issue) 
The Party changed its position on the 
united front In the Chicago affair. But 
it changed it in usual fashion. It re- 
mained silent about this reversal of 
policy. It continued to preach "united 
front from below". It failed to educate 
Its membership about this change with 
the result that there is naturally con- 
fusion in the party ranks. That Is why 
it necessary for Gebert to discuss the 
lessons of the conference. 

Party Contusion 
In his appeal for funds, Goldman, the 
I. L, D. lawyer, characterized the united 
front quite correctly. He stated that it 
was a unity of workers of various pol- 
tical parties and other organizations, 
united in common struggle on an issue 
that effected all workers. Goldman went 
so far as to restate Trotsky's declara- 
tion on the united frtmt: we will even 
make a united front with the devil. Be- 
tween Goldman's speech and that of 
Williamson lay a great abyss. In the 
District Committee of the party an in- 
tense discussion revolved around the 
united front, it found itself face to face 
with a reality that contradicted the posi- 
tion of the party. That is why comrade 
M, whom Gebert takes to task, could not 
understand why the leaders of the So- 
cialist party and other Bight wing or- 



its failure to draw into the executive 
committee other delegates besides those 
from the Workers League, the Unemploy- 
ed Councils and the Socialist groups, he 
makes a final plea for the extension of 
the united policy as practised in Chicago. 
Our View 
In the leaflet distributed to the demon- 
stration (See Militant, No. 144) the Op- 
position, declared its appfoval of the uni- 
ted front and ponted out that this united 
front was precisely what the Opposition 
had been calling for at all times. We 
welcomed the change in the line of the 
party, because the change was a correct 
one, permitting the Communists to gain 
contact with wider masses ot workers, 
to demonstrate before them the superior- 
ity of the position of the Communists 
over other political movements, and 
thereby winning support of non-Commua- 
1st masses. It enabled further an expos- 
ure of the Socialists as splitters and be- 
trayers, who kept the threat of with- 
drawal from the conference over the 
head of its participants, If too militant 
a policy was adopted. But we raised 
the slogan of: 'Maintain the United Front' 
because the struggle of the unemployed 
did not end with the demonstrations. It 



because it Is not a complete and thorough 
change, it is incorrect. The party gained 
in Chicago. The policy of the united 
front as advocated by the Opposition was 
vndicated there as it Is vindicated every- 
where. In Germany, the Berlin organi- 
zation carried out a similar policy and 
locked horns with the Central Committee. 
In the United States, the Central Com- 
mittee remained silent. Why? 

The party has as its task to bring about 
clarity. It must not hedge, and make 
half changes while maintaining the theor- 
etical base for a false position. Away 
with the theory of social Fascism and 
the "united front from below!" Then 
the party will be in a position to make 

greater progress. 

—ALBERT GLOTZEB 



{Continued from page 1) 

Let me sum up the events which date 
from 1905. In accordance with its Im- 
mediate task, the Russian revolution was 
a bourgeois revolution but the Russian 
bourgeoisie was already entirely reac- 
tionary. The victory of the Russian 
revolution was, therefore, possible only 
as the victory of the proletariat. But 
the victorious proletariat will not stop 
at the program of the bourgeoisie; it 
will go on to a program of socialism. 

This was the theory of the permanent 
revolution formulated by me in 1905, and 
since then exposed to severest criticism 
under the name of "Trotskyism". It 
is clear, therefore, that the general 
causes of the revolution were visible to 
the Marxists long before it ocourred. 

The first aod most general explanation 
is that Russia was a backward country, 
but only a part of world economy, only 
an element of the capitalist world sys- 
tem 

In this lies the real reason for the 
Russian revolution ; it occurred because 
the chain broke at its weakest link. The 
deplorable condition of the futile mon- 
archic system, aggravated by capitalism's 
exploitation, created a terrific force which 
found its realization in the proletariat. 

A fundamental factor was the exist- 
ence of great revolutionary resources in 
the oppressed nationalities within the 
borders of the empire, constituting 57 
per cent of the total population. To 
these must be added the experiences of 
the revolution of 1905, which Lenin call- 
ed the dress rehearsal of the revolu- 
tion of 1917 and which witnessed the first 
creation of the Soviets, and the imperial- 
ist war 

Last, but far from least, was the ex- 
istence of a powerful Bolshevist party, 
the most revolutionary party in the his- 
tory of mankind. It was the living con- 
densation of the modern history of Rss- 

sla It learned to recognize the weak- 

nesses of society as typified in the great 
events of the twelve years from 1905 
to 1917. It educated cadres equally capa- 
ble of inltative and subordination to dis- 
ciplined Its revolutionary activities were 
based on the unity of its doctrines, on 
the tradition of the common struggles, 
and confidence in its trusted leadership. 
Thus stood the party in the year 1917. 

In September Lenin, who was compel- 
led to keep in hiding, gave the signal— 
•The crisis is ripe! the hour of the in- 



Arcbtves of the M_efft Opposition 

Engels on the International Revolution 



Falsification of history ! In this con- 
cise phrase can be summed up the en- 
tire present campaign of the Stalinists 



in attempting to give to their false 

remains Just as acute today as ever and [ theories a heredity dating back to the 

the party must continue the correct be- days of Marx aud Engels. But what 

ginning. But from all appearances the they can do with the as yet unpublished 

ganizations were seated at the conference, united front has disbanded not only be- ' works of Lenin, they are unable to do to 



Comrade M. we must declare, correctly 
interpreted the party policy. And while 
Gebert Is essentially in tbe right in his 
criticism of M.'s position, he should de- 
clare that the policy of the party Is wrong 
and that the united front in Chicago 
marked a departure from the official 
Stalinist position on the united front. 

Under the training of the theory of 
social Fascism, and having been taught 
that the party would not and could not 
sit around one table with social Fascists, 
nor for that matter in one conference, 
comrade M. drew his logical conclusions 
that it was wrong to have seated Borders 
and Schneid, of the Socialist party, 
McVeigh of the Farmer-Labor Party, and 
others. 

What is more amusing Is the close of 
Gebert's article. After 1 correctly critic- 
izing the conference for its failure to 
attempt to draw employed workers into 
the movement, for having failed to appeal 
to the A. P. of L. for support (does this 
not sound strange coming from Gebert 
or is there a new line in the offing), for 



cause the Socialists welcomed the end of 
the demonstration and thereby their par- 
ticipation, but also, because the party 
likewise was prepared to end the united 
front with the close of the demonstra- 
tion. This is a great error and a crime 
against the unemployed workers who 
neei leadership and united action. 

But Gebert's humor is too tragic. He 
calls for an extension of the united front 
policy applied In Chicago, but does not 
raise the cry of maintaining the present 
united frbnt and extending the struggle 
It began. He does not declare that the 
oflieial policy of the party must be dis- 
carded because it Is false and contra- 
dicts the entire event in Chicago. Which 
shall it be? "United front from below", 
which means no united front at all — or, 
a united front of all workers and their 
organizations, as took place in Chicago. 
The party must declare itself. It cannot 
face two ways on this question. 

We have no doubt the pressure of the 
situation brought about this "new line". 
But thfs change is only a beginning and 



those writings of the founders of scien- 
tific socialism that saw the light of 
day long before the era of tbe present 
epigones. 

An excellent and concise presentation 
of the view of Engels on the question 
of 'socialism In one country', is obtained 
from the pamphlet entitled "Principles 
of Communism." This writing composed 
of a series of questions and answers, was 
a draft of a program submitted by En- 
gels to the Communist League in 1847. 
The draft was used by Marx in the crea- 
tion of that masterpiece of programmatic 
literature, "The Communist Manifesto." 

The work appeared in America as one 
of the series of pamphlets in "The Little 
Red Library", under the title "Principles 
of Communism" (published by the Com- 
munist party). Unfortunately, a serious 
typographical error crept in, making un- 
intelligible the answer to the question 
that we are concerned with. Since then, 
it has appeared, in an understandable 
manner— damning to the authors of the 



present program of 
ter national. 



the Communist In- 



We shall Quite from Ityazaonff's "Com- 
munist Manifesto", (page 332). To tbe 
question of whether it will be possible 
to establish a socialist society in one 
country alone, Engels has the following 
to say. 

"Answer: No. Large-scale industry, 
by creating a world-market, has so link-, 
ed up the peoples of the earth, and es- 
pecially the civilized peoples of tbe earth, 
that each of them Is dependent on what 
happens in other lands. Further, the so- 
cial development of all civilized coun- 
tries has become so similar that every- 
where the struggle between bourgeoisie 
and proletariat, the two classes of society 
upon which the issue depends, has become 
the dominating struggle of the day. The 
Communist revolution will, therefore, not 
be a national revolution alone; it will 
take place In all civilized countries, or 
at least in Great Britain, the United 
States, France, and Germany at one 
and the same time. In each of these 
countries it wil take a longer Or shorter 
time to develop according to whether 
industrial life has attained a high de- 
gree of evolution-, has amassed great 
wealth, and has a considerable quantity 
of the forces of production at Its dis- 
posal." — H. S. 



surrectlou has approached." He was 
right. The bourgeoisie finally lost its 
head. The democratic parties wasted 
the remains of the confidence of the 
masses. The Russian army no longer 
wanted to fight for the foreign alms 
of imperialism. . .The oppressed national- 
ists rose up against the bureaucracy of 
Petrograd; in the most important sec- 
tions of Soviet Russia the Bolshevlkl 
were dominant. The Soviets demanded 
action. The time was ripe to strike.... 

Only under sue social and political 
conditions was the insurrection possible, 
and thus it also became inevitable 
The party carried through the October 

insurrection with co id calculation For 

this reason, it brought to victory the 
Bolsheviki in a country occupying one- 
sixth of the surface of the globe, 

Tbe question now comes up; What was 
achieved at the high cost of the rev- 
olution? Many critics take malicious joy 
over the fact that the land of the Soviets 
bears but little resemblance to a realm 
of general well-being. What did the rev- 
olution do and why did the sacrifices 
justify themselves? 

Permit me to think that the difficulties 
and the mistakes, as well as tbe achieve- 
ments of the Soviets, are no less familiar 
to me than to any one else But in critic* 
1 ism as well as in acclamation, dispaa- 
sion is needed. Fifteen years! Fifteen 
years is a long period in the life of 
a man. But fifteen years in the life of 
a people is just a minute on the clock 
of history. In the course of the Civil 
War in the United States, 50,000 men 
were killed. 

Can such sacrifices be justified from 
the standpoint of the progressive forces 

of American society Absolutely! And 

from the standpoint of the development 
of humanity as a whole, there can be no 
doubt whatever. 

Out of the Civil War came tbe present 
United States, with Its unbounded prac- 
tical initiative, its technology and Its 
economic life... The deepest, the most 
objective and most indisputable criterion 
of social progress is the growth of the 
Russian revolution from this point of 
view is already gained by experience. 
The principle of planned economy has for 
the first time in history shown its ability 
in recording unheard-of results in pro- 
duction in a short space of time 

Thus we have an explanation of the 
extraordinary persistence of the mass- 
es of the people as shown through all 
the years of the revolution. ..The Rus- 
sian masses of today endure privations, 
but not passively. With their own 
hands they are creating a better future. 
They want to create it at any cost. But 
let any enemy attempt to Impose Its will 
from the outside on the patient roasaes, 
and you will see whether they are pas- 
sive or not. 

I am sure that the great American peo- 
ple have the highest Interest, moral as 
well as material, and are in sympathy 
with the effort of the great Russian peo- 
ple to reorganize their social life on a 
higher level. 

If my short talk can help a few thou- 
sand, or even a hundred, Americans to 
understand the Internal inevitability in 
the development of the Russian revolu- 
tion, my efforts will have been well re- 
warded. 



JAPAN 

Its Rise from Feudalism to Capitalist Imperialism 

and the Development of the Proletariat 
By Jack Weber 



Commercial Rivalries 

China forms the battleground of the 
nations and exposes the utterly hopeless 
contradictions of Imperialism. Even 
back In 1906 U. S. Special Agent Clark, 
sent to Manchuria, reported : "Manchuria 
is a very important market for American 
flour, oil, tobacco, etc., and especially for 
American piece goods. It is the only 
section of China in which American 
piece goods practically monopolize the 
market, .. .The trade of Manchuria Is of 
more importance to the U. S, than to any 
other nation, with the possible exception 
of Japan." It was the successful Japan- 
ese methods of closing this trade to the 
U. S. that led to the Hays formulation 
of the Open Door policy, a policy consist- 
ently accepted In words by Japan and 
broken in deed by the methods of railway 
rebates to Japanese business, by the 
pfompt delivery of Japanese goods and 
the holding up of foreign goods, by the 
forgery of trade marks, — in tact all the 
methods taught by capitalism. The for- 
eigners pay full duties on goods entering 
Manchuria, the Japs evade these duties. 
It was fundamentally this conflict that 
led to the "political" outcry against the 
Japs In the U. S. 

Pacific Shipping 

A deadly conflict Is constantly being 
waged for oontrol of Pacific shipping. 
Here the low wages of Japanese seamen 



give Japan an advantage although she 
is at the peculiar disadvautge of requir- 
ing eleven sailors for every eight needed 
on U. S. ships due to the lower stature 
of the Japs. Both countries use the 
shrewdest "catoh-as-catch-can" methods 
in this conflict. Despite all Its disad- 
vantages (older and fewer ships) tbe 
Japs control tbe shipping of 80 percent 
of their own freightage (Imports and 
exports). 

Controversies with the U. S. 
The period from the Russo-Jap War 
to the present is sown with innumerable 
seeds of conflict. The ousting of Amer- 
ican business ffom Manchuria raised a 
storm of obloquy in the press here against 
all things Japanese. In San Francisco, 
Japanese children were excluded from the 
ordinary schools and were forced to at- 
tend special schools tor Orientals. The 
Japanese agitation about this matter 
caused President Roosevelt to send the 
U. S. fleet into the Pacific for a "tour" 
of the world (1908). Continued friction 
over immigration led to the Gentlemen's 



in China present a Gordlan knot in the 
economic battle for supremacy in the 
Far East. Harrlman tried to purchase 
the South Mauchurlan railway In 1906. 
This attempt being futile, Knox then 
tried to "neutralize" Manchuria by mak- 
ing the railways "international", a move 
whose only fruit was the secret partition- 
ing of Manchuria between Czarist Russia 
and Japan. In 1913 came the attempt 
to grant an International loan to China 
for the purpose of building a rival rail- 
way to the South Manchiirian in Shant- 
ung. The State Department approved 
the "consortium" for loans to China in 
1019. However, in every case Japan has 
outmaneuvered the U. S. imperialists in 
this sphere. 

Tbe World War Intensified the struggle 
for mastery. The U. S. opposed the 21 
demands and the attempt of Japan to 
seize the Siberian Maritime Provinces In 
the 1918-1920 intervention. Owing to 
American cable and wireless interests, 
the U. S. opposed the ceding of the Island 
of Yap to Japan as a "mandate". Am- 
erican militarism saw with dismay the 
handing over to Japan of the strategic 
Caroline and Marshall Islands and there 
has been constant friction over the secret 
building of naval bases in these islands. 
Finally the United States called Japan 
to order at the Washington Conference 
in 1921 where Japan was forced to re- 
treat temporarily. At this conference the 
U. S. forecd the abrogation of the Anglo- 
Jap alliance of 1902 which formed a 



Agreement of 1912, the Japs withholding 
passports from laborers if no exclusion ' threat to the U. S., but which had also 
law were passed. But the California ( become em harassing to England. At the 
alien land law of 1920 and the Supreme J present time Stlmson continues the pol- 
Court decision shutting the Japs out of, icy of opposition, by refu-ing to recognize 
citizenship led up to the exclusion law Manchukuo. Here is Tanaka's view of 
of 1924. recent developments : "The Nine Powers 

The conflict over loans and railways ' Agreement Is exclusively tbe reflection of 



the spirit of trade rivalry, England and 
America wanted, by means of their great 
wealth, to smash our influence in China. 
The proposal for the limitation of arma- 
ments Is merely a means of curtailing I be had by the overthrow of the capltal- 



League Resolution For New 
York Hunger March 
Conference 

The following resolution of the Left 
Opposition was presented to the New 
York Ratification meeting of the Unem- 
ployment Conference in the selection Of 
delegates for the Hunger March: 
Resolution 

The National Hunger March called by 
the Unemployment Councils has the en- 
dorsement and active support of the 
Communist League of America (Opposi- 
tion). 

While we are actively participating In 
the day to day struggle for imedlate re- 
lief and consider this a most pressing 
problem of our class, we nevertheless, do 
not lose sight of, and continually point 
out, that the solution of unemployment 
and our other class problems can only 



our military power and depriving us of 
the possibility of conquering the huge 
territory of China". 

Chinese- Trade 

The share of the U. S. in Chinese trade 
is on the increase. It controlled 17 per- 
cent of Chinese imports in 1928, the Jap- 
anese controlling 26.4 percent. Japan's 
share is also increasing at the expense 
of England. The struggle of the U. S. 
against the strengthening of Japan'is in- 
fluence in China is reflected politically in 
the alliance with Chiang Kai-Sbek. The 
Americans feel that their strongest ally 
would be the growth of a unified Chinese 
bourgeoisie. Aerial developments, radio 
communication, transport are being fur- 
thered rapidly by U. S. capitalism. 
The Strategy of War 

Why has not war resulted long since 
between Japan and the U. S.? The ans- 
wer lies In the immense distances involv- 
ed. So long as Japan controls her In- 
land sea and the open routes to China, 
she has nothing to fear from the U. S. 
with its nearest naval base 5,000 miles 
away. Tbe effective battle radius of mo- 
dern fleets from their bases is considered 
to be only 500 miles. Whether ..aircraft 
can revolutonize the situation remains a 
problem of the future. Japanese control 
of the Caroline and Marshall Islands 
means a threat to the flank of any in- 
vudlng navy over 2,000 miles of its route 
by submarines. Only with the help Of a 
capitalist Russia could the U. S. hope to 
emerge from an Impasse in cage of war 
with Japan. 

(To Be Continued) 



ist system. 

The struggle for immediate relief and 
the mobilizing of broad layers of our 
class to support the Hunger March on 
Washington can only be accomplished 
upon the basis of the United Front, as 
the latest united front of the Communist 
Party, the socialist party, trade unions 
and other worker organizations ot tbe 
Chicago Unemployment Conference. In 
order to expose the social-reformers. Any 
other so-called united front Is only a 
'caricature and a denial of the Leninist 
United Front. 

The Communist League (Opposition) 
fraction of the Communist Party ask the 
delegates assembled at the New York 
ratification meeting to call upon the Com- 
munist party to officially send delegates 
to the Hunger March. It is the duty of 
the Communist party to officially send 
delegates and give Communist directives. 

The Hunger March must not limit its 
demands to immediate relief: To the de- 
mand, for Social and Unemployment In- 
surance, must be added the demand for 
the Six Hour Day, the Five Day Week 
and no reduction in pay. Also the de- 
mand for Long Term Credits to the So- 
viet Union. 

The New York Ratification meeting 
should adopt these demands and measures 
to increase the class pressure, to expose 
the enemy and to mobilize greater num- 
bers of our class for tbe activity of the 
class Struggle. 

—NEW YORK BRANCH. 
Communist League of America 
(Opposition) 
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The Question of Wcr Debts 

World Bour g eiosie Upset by Sharp Conflicts Over Problem 



Tbe elections are over and the poli- 
ticians can again talk openly about what 
the backers have been discussing pri- 
vately. The war debt question has push- 
ed itself to the fore and has taken some 
of the columns devoted to the beer ques- 
tion. Hoover and Roosevelt are discuss- 
ing tbls issue. The democrats and repub- 
licans arc trying to iron out some of 
the difficulties to enable Congress to pre- 
»ent a working basis in order that the 
capitalists may have a suitable Christmas 
present this year. 

The question ot the American loans 
1b one of the most important knots the 
capitalists have to unravel. Its import- 
ance is due to the fact that the war 
debts is one side of the Question of mar- 
kets. And markets is a life and death 
question for the capitalists of the Uni- 
ted States. The extension of long and 
short term credits to other capitalist 
nations out of the vast accumulation of 
the American capitalis s has its many- 
sided difficulties in this decay stage. 

Tbe history of the American loans to 
the allies, Americas entrance into the 
war and the continuation of heavy bor- 
rowing by Europe after the war, express 
ed by the struggle over Reparations, has 
been given first attention by the Ameri- 
ran capitalists, even though the middle- 
class congressmen would have us believe 
otherwise. 

Since the Lausanne Conference, re- 
parations from Germany, for the allies, 



provisions for such treatment of our trade 
by the debtor nations as will assure 
access of American goods to its market* 
on fair competitive terms." 

The New York Times in an editorial 

on War Debts on November 26th informs 

expanded markets, larger profits and in- congress that, "Realization of the inter- 



terest. After the war, American loans 
wi-re necessary to retain these markets, 
and prop up decay capitalism. Tbe Capi- 
talists desire payment of the debts but 
Europe cannot pay in gold and America 
does not want too many of her commo- 
dities. They must find a way out. They 
talk about capacity to pay and inability 
to pay but under it all revolves tbe ques- 
tion of the redivision of the world mar- 
kets. Hearst and other jingo mongers 
suggest the allies pay with colonies, but 
the bankers know a better way. 

United States is the creditor nation of 
the capitalist chain. And Europe repre- 
sents the greatest market of the Amer 
can capitalists. Today the war debts 
stands in between European markets and 
American export of commodities and cap- 
ital.' The task of the American capital- 
ists Is to turn tbe revision of war debts 
into a lever to open up some American 
markets. It is a difficult task but not an 
impossible one. 

The reparation "settlement" has left 
England and the other "allies" with no 
war indemnities. But Uncle Sam calls 
for payment. They are at the mercy of 
the United States, providing the Ameri- 
can capitalists do not make any false 
moves. 

The policy of Hoover and Roosevelt 

in essence is the same. Both are against 

. cancellation, Both leave the door open 

for further consideration. Roosevelt does 

not want a Debt Commission, but both 



Is the A.F.ofL Moving Leftward? 



ment. The present line up, with the 
allies caught in between the Reparation 
settlement and America's demand for 
"payment" opens the door for a possible 
"European United Front" against the 
United States. This is a desire, but con- 
tradictions in Europe will not allow it 
to become a fact, providing American 
capitalism uses ordinary intelligence. 

In dealing separately, the United States 
is taking advantage of the differences be- 
tween these other nations, as well as us- 
ing it as a blow against tbe most diffi- 
cult conditions. The notes to England 
si ml France are entirely different, leaving 
room for "talk" with England and de- 
manding payment from France. It was 
France, with her gold supply that led 
the attack on the American dollar and 
Wall Street will not forget tbls, and 
would like to relieve her of part of this 
weapon against the Dollar supremacy. It 
was England which mapped out a program 
at Ottawa which when carried into effect 
will reduce the exports of American capi- 
talism to the British Empire by at least 
^00 million dollars. America is ready to 
"talk" about war debts providing she 
can use this to her advantage against 
France and to get to the problem of mar- 
kets and the stone wall of the Ottawa 
conference results. 

The American capitalist press and lead- 
ing organized capitalist bodies know what 
the War Debt talk is all about. The 
Chamber of Commerce report, says among 
many things, that, "The best Interests of 
the United States requires that mcdiHca- 
tion should be conditioned upon definite 
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is a thing of the past; so the allies want 
to consider the debts in the aame light.' are for separate dealing with ; the ^ credtt- 
But Uncle Sam is not so foolish. Ac- °™, «* ^ Is the vital point of agree- 
cording to the latest figures the American 
capitalists and their government loaned 
JT,OT7,000,000 to Europe during the war, 
and $3,261,000,000 after the war, making 
a total of 10 billion dollars. In principle 
and interest the borowers agree to pay 
22 billion dolara and have paid $2,628,- 
000,000 before the Hoover Moratorium. 
Now the low world price level has dou- 
bled the debt when considered in the 
light of payment in kind. 

When the last world war broke out 
the loans to these European nations 
meant, considering the relationship of 
forces— European War pins American 
loans produced rich new markets for 
the American capitalists. The Americans 
were able to take over markets in all 
parts of the world. Loans to rival im- 
perialists in Europe enabled the United 
States capitalists to invade the long pro- 
tected European markets. Factories hum- 
med and profits rolled in while the re- 
formers and the labor leaders behind the 
workers to American imperialist plans. 

The decision of America to enter the 
war on the side of the '"allies" like all 
other problems, for the determining 
reason, sifted down io the question of 
economic interest. The bankers judge- 
ment has proven fruitful but the objec- 
tive conditions of decay capitalism has 
reduced and contradicted the measures 
for further world domination. 

As soon as the war was over Great 
Britain and the other allies took imme- 
diate steps to get out of the clutches of 
the American dollar. The British Gov- 
ernment withdrew orders for American 
commodities at war time prices. The 
cancellation of these orders would shat- 
ter the structure and hopes of the Am- 
erican imperialism. Hoover who was 
tie United States Food Administrator at 
the time wrote President Wilson : 

"Our manufacturers have provided 
the particular types of manufacture re- 
quired by each of these governments and 
have enormous stocks of these material 
on hand ready for delivery." "If there 
should be no remedy to the situation 
we shall have a debacle in the American 
markets, and with the advance of sev- 
eral hundred miiiion dollars now out- 
standing from the banks to the pork- 
products industry we shall not only be 
precipitated into a fmancal crisis but 
shall betray the American farmers who 
have engaged in these ends. The surplus 
Is so large that there can be no absorp- 
tion of it in the United States, and it, 
being perishable, will go to waste." 

The American capitalist were caught in 
a structure of their own making. They 
could not withdraw without losing their 
key position. They were forced to wade 
deeper into international problems. From 
this flows the post war loans. To protect 
and extend American markets. 

As soon as the Dollar "solved'' one con- 
tradiction a new one, more menacing 
grew out of tiie "solution". Additional 
loans preserved her markets and held off 
tbe day of reckoning. By 1023 tbe exten- 
sion of the October revolution had out- 
grown other dangers and a series of 
measures from the Dawes plan down to 
tbe present have been taken — to save tot- 
tering capitalism, to hold in check rival 
imperialism and to insure markets for 
America. Expensive markets, but never- 
theless markets. 

American loans to Europe had Its posi- 
tive political side in the past but tbe 
quantity of the loans has readied such 
proportions, particularly with Germany, 
that a quantity change has taken place 
and further loans on tbe same basis 
shakes the structure of American econ- 
omy. 

The contradictions hare grown. In the 
past the allies paid what Uncle Sam ex- 
tended in loans. The American loans 
through the Dawes Plan and tbe Young 
Plan kept ahead of the reparation pay- 
ment .on the one hand and the repay- 
ment of loans by the allies on the other 
hand. In addition to this between 1923 
, u . 1928 American exports to Europe 
have increased by $281,000,000 bat Amer- 
can loans in the same period increased 
In value by $490,000,000. American a«- 
umulation of capital is the concrete ex- 
e^sion of Marx's abstraction in "Dae 
Capital". 

During the war America loaned to the 
allies commodates in tbe form of munl- 
kt«BS, textiles, cereal and tobacco. In 
return, the American capitalists obtained 



dependence of the world is wanted In 
Congress today." It starts tbe editorial 
with the above sentence and makes the 
following conclusion : "If, by our attitude 
toward Great Britain and France, the 
hope of Germany to progress is destroy- 
ed, what barrier will remain against tbe 
spread of Communism." In the decay of 
capitalism American must not only pro- 
tect herselt and her markets but see can- 
not put this above the capitalist interest 
to prevent the spread of the October rev- 
olution. 

It looks as through the American cap- 
italists and their government are in an 
impasse. Gold and commodities in pay- 
ment according to the world price level 
is out of the question. There is another 
way which will enable the American im- 
perialists to gain an advantage point in 
the present world struggles. 

The Moratorium was an important pre- 
liminary step for the realising of the 
line up of the imperialists for the com- 
ing war. Now the American imperialists 
are making haste to gain an advantage 
point in the present world struggle 
through further use of the War Debts as 
a club over the heads of her allies. The 
alies of course are trying to turn the 
loans into a club over America's bead. 

The discussion over the war debts, is 
taking on the plan, no matter what form 
they cloak the barter lor cancellation ©r 
reduction of loans in, of America's strug- 
gle as the leading imperialist to extend 
her domination over greater sections. The 
U. S. aim is: (1) for trade concessions, 

(2) for secret agreements for the United 
States in the re-allgnment of world forces 
in preparation for the approaching war, 

(3) and the struggle to rebuild a world 
financial structure with Dolar supremacy, 

(4) and to prop up decay capitalism. 
The question has been posed in bold 

relief by the world crisis and the imper- 
ialists are struggling to answer it In 
their own way, to their own liking. But 
fhey are not the only ones concerned with 
the problems or are they the only ones 
who are "sitting in the game". 

The proletariat and their party the 
Communist party, threaten to upset the 
whole stucture. With the Marxian theory 
of the permanent revolution the revolu- 
tionists can alter the whole course. 

—HUGO OEHLER. 



(Continued from page 1) York Times quotes Green as hinting, graphical Union— the one time "progres- 

question presents itself also in the formj "force" at the A F. of L. convention to 
of a grievance. How can they lead the get the shorter week. Yes he did speak 
organized workers within "safe" chan-j very radically when he exclaimed : 



nels so long as the employers insist upon 
what they consider a too heavy price of 
wage cutting — too heavy because the 
workers appear to become unwilling to 
accept? They still remember the editor- 
ial in the Scripps-Howard newspaper 
chain three years ago, at the time of the 
Toronto convention. That editorial gave 
them a gentle slap: "You self-complac- 
ent officers are too easy in your swivel 
chairs while the job of organizing the 
workers in the South is left to the Com- 
munists. You must assert your leader- 
ship." They then smarted under the 
sting. And now, although this is likely 
going considerably beyond the scope of 
the advice of that editorial, the swivel 
chair artists are aiming to show leader- 
ship in order to regain their previous 
ixisition of being able to force conces- 
sions from capitalism sufficient to be- 
come again the trusted and well-reward- 
ed lieutenants. That this can be fully 
substantiated there need be no doubt and 
it would be dangerous to fall into any 
illusions whatever as to anything else 
being expected from them. 

Even the most sketchy analysis will 
easily bear this out. For example, the 
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'We say that we are going to strike 
for this great economic refbrm. Jfcat 
as the carpenters led the fight tor the 
eight-hour day, bo the time has come for 
some militant union to lead the fight for 
the shorter work-day and work-week. 
I and my associates on the executive 
council are going to find a way out even 
though we may be compelled to resort to 
forcible methods to compel industry to 
yield. We will not be denied the reali- 
zation of this great reform. It will be 
given to us In response to reaaou or 
we will secure it through force of some 
kind." 

Thus spoke the pious Baptist Green, 
but we are sure that we get a much bet- 
ter picture of him from one of his typical 
statements appearing in tbe "Federation- 
ist" of June 1931. He said : 

"As depression has laid its paralyzing 
hand on the business of the world, bring- 
ing catastrophe to a quarter of a mil- 
lion of people, we look to gatherings of 
captains of finance and leaders of indus- 
try to find tbe way out." 

The Real Green 

We still remember Green in bis true 
role pledging at the Hoover conference, 



' sive" — and Frey of the Molders' union 
were others opposing tbe unemployment 
insurance proposal. If these two latter 
are not amongst the older heads it would 
nevertheless be incorrect to accuse them 
of being more reactionary than atty of 
the others. 

As a matter of fact we do not at all 
claim a distinction or a division within 
this present coterie of unvarnished pur- 
veyors of deception. And yet, as it is 
false to lump al the A F of L unions into 
a category of one reactionary mass so it 
could be wrong even to conceive of the 
officialdom as a homogeneous reaction- 
ary whole which is never subjected to the 
pressure of conditions of the masses. 
But this sort of confusion, and worse, 
is what springs from the Stalinist theor- 
izing^ of "social-Fascist" unions and 
"sociai Fascist" leaders. In this connec- 
tion it is well to remember first of all 
that the historical conditions flor Fasfcism 
have not as yet arisen in America. Capi- 
talism here can yet manage its affairs 
more effectively by the bourgeois dem- 
ocratic methods. Secondly to lump even 
the general A F of L officialdom, the 
higher bureaucrats and the lesser ones, 
who are of necessity closer to the rank 
and file, into the category of Fascism 
or "social Fascism", does not at all serve 
to make clear its essential role. On the 



very one who has long ago solved hlB ' period of economic stress. We remember 
own problem of security-crisis or no hlm speaking at West Point, close to that 
crisis By his one-time flrat lieutenant, ] time - ""'k* what was tantamount to a 
Frank Farrington he was accused^ind : P led 6 e of labors ' do<:iI * readiness *« >"e 



there would be little reason to disbelieve 
the accusation— of having accepted $100,- 
000 from the Kentucky coal mining in- 
terests to keep that field working during 
the miners national strike of 1922. He 
was accused of having received $650,000 
from the Harriman bank of New York 
for services rendered in Pennsylvania 
during that same strike when 60,000 Fay- 
ette and Somerset county miners found 
themselves betrayed and their new bud- 
ding organization destroyed. He now 
more particularly feels the sting of the 
most recent revolt in Illinois where 30 
to '40,000 miners have definitely parted 
with his wrecking policies and taken the 
direction of the Progressive Miners Un- 
ion. Surely he has reason to make an 
attempt at staging a comeback and he 
will have not the slightest scruples In 
making it apparently via the progres- 
sive route. Even Matthew .Woll, the 
chairman of the convention resolution 
committee, to whom no redbaiting meth- 
od is too debasing and no ambition too 
elevated, just as long it gives him pub- 
licity, was "won" for tbe proposal. Not 
to forget Victor A. Olander, the secret- 
ary of the resolutions committee, often 
named the statesman of labor because of 
his ability to give a kind of lofty theor- 
etical interpretation to the base posi- 
tion of serving capital within labors' 
ranks, also was "won" for the proposal. 
All have become "convinced" that dras- 
tic steps are required by the present un- 
employment situation. Undoubtedly they 
feel that they have been let down by 
their benefactors and are animated by the 
zeal of a "just" grievance. The New 



next war. While there has been a change 
in phraseology, has there been any change 
In essence since that time? Hardly. 

The old heads, if such a distinction 
can be made in the convention corridors, 
deplored the actions taken by the dele- 
gates. They were more intransigeantly 
standpat and could not see the reason 
for indulging in the luxury of such a 
modern maneuver. Listen to the argu- 
ment of Furuseth, who by his own pow- 
ers, guarded as the rock of ages, has suc- 
ceeded in reducing the International Sea- 
mens' Union to a mere shell. He ex- 
claimed : "The insurance proposal will 
make out of a free man a pledging beg- 
gar who must go for his food to others." 
Well, is that not already the position 
which he has helped the members of 
his own union so excellently to arrive 
at? Howard of the International Typo- 



Soviet Economy in Danger 

[Continued from last issue) ! (Pravda). Instead of a sensitive ap- 

But why are the living conditions bad? proach to the workers, there obtain 

i The papers refer in explanation to "the ( "bare-faced commanding and domineer- 

contemptuous (!) attitude to the ques-j Ing." In every individual instance the 

lions relating to the living conditions of. matter touches isolated factories. Pravda 

the workers and to providing them with cannot guess that the sum of the indivl- 



m t S =°was e ^L^wis The 2?™*"?/ Ts^ ££ e X.! -trary this object becomes obscured, 
nnce proposal was John L. Lewis. ihe| _ ^ _^ ^ ^_ * „,,,„_ i Workers will not become convinced by 

that method. It is therefore now more 
than ever necessary to remain straight- 
forward and to endeavor to educate the 
working class to an understanding that 
the role of the trade union oflicialdom is 
essentially the one of serving as lieuten- 
ants of capitalism within the ranks of 
labor. These officials have accordingly, 
In the past, while striving to gain col- 
lective bargain measures sufficient to 
justify their positon, in every funda- 
mental respect used the best of their 
endeavors to obstruct the working class 
advance on a class basis. They have 
used as their method cunning, deceit, 
violence and outright betrayal. Just now 
they feel it necessary to step In a pro- 
gressive direction sufficiently to justify 
their official positions within the unions 
whose members they fear to be moving 
Leftward. They feel it necessary to pro- 
pose reform measures in the sense of be- 
ing a safety valve for the capitalist sys- 
tem. They feel it necessary also to cap- 
italise upon the mass pressure to ask 
some concessions from capitalism in order 
to maintain their positions. The future 
may see the A F of L officialdom in gen- 
eral becoming more closely integrated 
with a social reformist movement, for 
which there are still possibilities of 
growth in a limited sense in the United 
States. But in essence, even on the path 
of reformism, these reactionaries of to- 
day will serve in the same role as in 
the past — a barrier to working class ad- 
vance. 

There cau, of course, from such con- 
siderations as these be no expectancy of 
the A F of L hierarchy undertaking any 
fight whatsoever actually to obtain the 
measures adopted at the convention. 
Nevertheless the adoption offers an addi- 
tional opportunity for serious Lett wing 
activities within the trade unions. The 
economic pressure upon the masses will 
Inevitably drive them in a Leftward dir- 
ection. It will thrust forward serious 
and genuine progressive elements. It 
will bring new life, new spirit and new 
obligations to the present declining un- 
ions. But with that also new and addi- 
tional opportunities for a Left wing. 

— ARNE SWABECK. 
ther the A. F. of L. convention will fol- 

Note — Another article taking up fur- 
low in the next issue. 



International Workers School 

Attend the Classes 

Monday 

STATE AND HE VOLUTION— WEBER 

Wednesday 

THEORETICAL SYSTEM OF MARX- 
ISM— OEHLER. 

Sunday 

HISTORY OF THE COMINTERN— 
SHACHTMAN 



Our Second Term Begins January First. 
Next Issue will carry announcement of 
classes and instructors. 



the necessities of life." (F. L September 
24 1 . .With this single expression the 
Stalinist press has said more than it 
had intended. "A contemptuous attitude" 
to the needs of the workers in a work- 
ens' state is possible only on the part 
of an arrogant and uncontrolled bureau- 
cracy. 

This risky explanation was made nec- 
essary, no doubt, in order to hide the 
basic fact: the direct lack of material 
goods to supply the workers. The na- 
tional income Is incorrectly distributed. 
Economic tasks are being eet without 
any acocunt being taken of the actual 
means. An increasingly inhuman load is 
being dumped on the shoulders of the 
workers. 

References to "breaks" in the supply of 

foodstuffs are now to be met with in ev- commandeering reigns every- 

ery number' of the Soviet press. Malnu- . : . ... .,. _..._._ _. .,._ _I 



dual cases constitutes the Stalinist re- 
gime. 
In the entire non-ferrous metal industry, 
"there is not a single factory committee 
that functions more or less satisfactor- 
ily" (For Industrialization, September 
13). However, how and why is it that 
in a workers' state the factory committees 
—of the entire industry and not only in 
the branch Of non-ferrous metals — func- 
tion unsatisfactorily? Is it not, perhaps, 
because they are strangled by the party 
bureaucracy? 

At the Dzherjinsky locomotive plant, 
during a single session of the nucleus bu- 
reau of the blacksmiths, there were taken 
up simultaneously 18 cases of expulsions 
from the party ; In the wheelwrights — 
9 cases! in the boilermakers — 1-2 cases. 
The matter is not restricted to an isolat- 



trition plus forced exertions. The com- 
bination of these two conditions is enough 
to do away with the equipment and to 
exhaust the producers themselves. In 
consolation, Pravda prints a photograph 
of a working woman in the act of feed- 
ing "her own private" pig. That is pre- 
cisely the way out. "Private domestic 
economy", lectures the paper (October 
3), "hitherto tied the worker to capital- 
ism but now it attaches him to tbe So-| 
viet system." One cannot believe one's 
eyes '. Once upon a time we learned that 



where. And the sole answer of the bur- 
eaucracy to the initiative and criticism 
from below are — repressions. 

The draft of tbe Platform of the Inter- 
national Left Opposition proclaims, "The 
living standards of the workers and their 
role in the state are the highest criter- 

I lone of socialist successes." "If the 
Stalinist bureaucracy had approached the 
tasks of planning and of the living re- 
gulation of economy from this view- 

i pint", we wrote more than a year ago, 
"it would not have missed fire fright- 

! fully each time, it would not have been 



private domestic economy depends upon ,, 

' , „ . . .. „, „ „,„ J\„.. compelled to put through the policies of 

the enslavement of the woman, the most; . , , , „ .. J , t u 

..,,, ,„ .,, , wasteful zig-zags, and it would not have 

abominable element of sociai slavery InL J - . » ,, t ,„., , 

, _ . ., ... „.. I been placed face to face with political 

general. But now it appears that 'its__ * ._._._- MM K ^ 



own private" pig attaches the proletariat 



dangers." (Bulletin 23, page 5). 

to socialism. Thus.the hypocritical tunc-] R"™* Economy 

tionaries turn cruel necessity into virtue. "The rural economy of the Soviet Un- 

Poor nourishment and nervous fatigue. Ion", wrote Pravda on September 28, "baa 
engender an apathy to the surrounding become absolutely intrenched on the 
environment. Ae a result, not only the 1 road to Socialism." Such phrases, bol- 
old factories but also the new ones that| stered up as a rule by bare citations of 
have been built according to the last th e number of collectivized homesteads 
word in technology,, fall quickly into a and hectares, represent in themselves a 
moribund state. Pravda itself issues the : hollow mockery of tbe actual condition 
following challenge, "Try and find at! <* *■«« rural economy and of the inter- 
least one blast furnace that is not wai-i relations between the city and the Al- 
lowing in rubbish!" I la 8«- 

As touches tbe conditions of morale,' Tne headlong chase after breaking re- 
they are no better than the physical con-; cords in eolectivlzation, without taking 
ditlons. "The management of tEe factory, any account of the economic and cultural 
has cut itself away from the masses" potentialities o* the rural economy, ha* 



The Situation on the Eve 
of the Second 5 Yr. Plan 
- - A Marxian Analysis 

led in actuality to ruinous consequences. 
It has destroyed the stimuli of the small 
commodity producer long before it was 
able to supplant them by other and much 
higher economic stimuli. The adminis- 
trative pressure, whieh exhausts itself 
quickly In industry, turns out to be ab- 
solutely powerless in the sphere of rural 
economy. 

"The village of Caucasus," we are 
informed by this same Pravda, "was 
awarded the prize for its spring sowing 
campaign. Concurrently, the tillage 
turned out to be so poor that the fields 
were entirely, overgrown by weeds" The 
village of Caucasus is a symbol of the 
administrative hue and cry after quan- 
tity in the domain of rural economy. 
100 percent collecttvzation has resulted 
in 100 percent overgrowth of weeds on 
the fields. 

The kolkhozes were allotted more 
than 100,000 tractors. A gigantic vic- 
tory . But as the Innumerable local 
newspaper reports show, tbe effectiveness 
of the tractors far from corresponds to 
their number. At the Poltava machine 
building station, one of the newest, "out 
of 27 tractors recently delivered, 19 are 
already seriously damaged". These fig- 
ures do not hold only for exceptional 
eases. The station on the Volga Ukraine 
has 52 tractors! of these, two have been 
out of operation since spring, 14 are be- 
ing completely overhauled, and of the 
remaining 36, less than half are being 
utilized in sowing, "and even these re- 
main alternately idle." The coefficient 
of the useful functioning of the 100,000 
tractors has ont been determined as yet! 

During the dizziest moment of 100 per- 
cent collectivization, Rakovsky made a 
stern diagnosis, "In the sum total of 
the results which have been prepared 
for by the entire preceding policies and 
which have been aggravated by the per- 
iod of the ultra-Left adventurism, the 
chief result will be the lowering of the 
productive forces of the rural economy, 
indubitably evident in the sphere of Stock 
raising and in a part of the cultivlzatlon 
devoted to raising technical raw mater- 
ial, and becoming increasingly evident in 
the sphere of the cultivations of gralnB." 

Was Rakovsky mistaken? Unfortun- 
ately, no. Nothing can produce so shock- 
ing an impression as tbe small, quite 
imperceptible, decree Issued by the C. E. 
C. on September 11, 1932, which met 
with no comments in the Soviet press. 
Under the signature of Kalinen and 



Molotov, the individual peasant propriet- 
ors are duty-bound to relinquish, for the 
needs of the kolkhozes and at their re- 
quest, ail horses for a stipulated price. 
The kolkhozes are in turn obliged to re- 
turn the horses to their owners in "good 
condition". 

Such is the Inter-relation between the 
Socialist and petty bourgeois sections of 
rural economy 1 The kolkhozes which Cul- 
tivate 80-80 percent of the arable lands 
and which should, In theory, attract the 
individualists by their achievements, are 
compelled in actuality to resort to the 
legal aid of the state in order to obtain 
through compulsion horses from individ- 
ual proprietors for their own needs. Ev- 
erything here is topsy-turvy. This sin- 
gle decree of September 11 represents a 
deadly sentence to the policies of Stalin- 
Molotov. 
The Problem ef Establishing (the Link 

Could the inter-relations between the 
city and the village become improved on 
tfis material productive basis? 

Let us recall once again: The economic 
foundation of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat can be considered fully as- 
sured only from that moment when the 
State is not forced to resort to administra- 
tive measures of compulsion as touches 
the majority of the peasantry in order 
to obtan the products of rural economy; 
i, e., when in return for machines, tools 
and objects for personal use, the peasants 
voluntarily supply the state with the 
necessary quantity of food-stuffs and raw 
, material. Only on this basis— along 
with other necessary conditions, internal- 
ly as well as internationally — can collec- 
tivization obtain a true socialist char- 
acter. 

The correlation between the prices for 
the products of industry and tbe pro- 
ducts of rural economy has changed in- 
dubitably in favor of the peasant. In 
truth, it is an unfeasible task, to per- 
form an accounting in this sphere that 
corresponds In some manner to reality. 
For instance, Pravda writes that "the 
cost of a quintal of milk ranges in the 
kolkhozes from 43 to 206 roubles." The 
variation is even greater between the 
State prices and the price on the legalized 
markets. No less hetergeneous are the 
prices for the industrial products, all 
depending upon the channel through 
which they reach the peasant. But, 
without in any way pretending to be ex- 
act, it is possible to assert that the 
price-scissors, in the narow meaning of 
the term, have been closed by the peas- 
ants. For its own products, the village 
has began to obtain such a quantity of 
monetary equivalents as would assure It 
industrial goods, at fixed state prices... 
if such foods obtained. 

(To be continued) 



MONEY FOR SUBS 

Elsewhere in this issue we outline the 
second phase of the Club Plan. It con- 
cerns the Paid Sub Cards. We explain 
there how this scheme can be made to 
boo t the circulation of the Militant. 
Here we want to put these Paid Sub 
Cards to an additonal use. We need 
money ; not just for the usual routine Of 
running an office and getting out mail. 
The situation is really serious. We are 
in a desperate financial situation. The 
two two-page issues were not tricks to 
hijack a few extra dollars out of our 
comrades and friends. 

We were forced to retreat to two pages. 
It was either that or no issue. To us 
the continuity of the weekly Militant is 
a vital question. And we are sure it la 
that to all our readers. That is what to 
at stake — a weekly four pager or — what? 
We must, at once, make reasonably sure 
that we can get out a weekly four pager. 
For this purpose we need money. 

But we don't want to climb out of this 
hole to plunge into another one at 8 
later date. We want, if possible, to em- 
erge from this crsts, with your help. In 
such a way that we can take a step to- 
ward avoiding such a crisis, in the very 
near future, at any rate. That is why 
we appeal here to you to support the 
weekly Militant by buying these Paid 
Sub Cards. Buy them in blocs of at 
least four. That is the minimum unit. 
This gives us two dollars. Then get busy 
either selling them to workers or dis- 
tributing theni free according to your 
circumstances. 

If you resell them buy another bloc 
of four or more. If you do this you will 
be giving invaluable aid to the MHItsat. 
You will be helping it financially and at 
the same time extending its base. At the 
same time you will have created a small 
revolving fund of your own which yon 
wll be using exclusively for helping the 
MiUtant. And all that this involves fin- 
ancially on your part is an outlay of a 
minimum of two dollars. The turnover 
does the trick. Everytime you buy a 
bloc of cards for two dollars it starts 
four subs on their way In addition to 
giving us financial help. Can you do It? 
If you can, do it at once. 
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Hoover's 
Message 



■While the police of Washington were 
terrorizing theNational Hunger Marchers 
who had come to the opening session of 
Congress to demand immediate relief and 
unemployment insurance, Hoover deliv- 
ered his message to Congress. The mes- 
sage called for greater support for the 
bankers and a greater struggle against 
the workers. The highlights ot the 
Hoover message called for: reorganisa- 
tion of the banking system for the hank- 
ers ; greater centralization of the gov- 
ernmental apparatus in the Interest of 
the Imperialists. An 11 percent wage 
clut for the Federal employees; a cut 
for the Veteran Fund ; reduction of gov- 
ernment building and expense! and a 
sales tax to shift a greater share of the 
tax burden to the workers and the mid- 
dle class. Hoover may not be the next 
president but Hoover is making haste to 
serve the imperialists and beat down tbe 
workers further before he turns the job 
over to Roosevelt and the Democrats. 

Hoover dealt primarily with the in- 
ternal dfficulties of the capitalists. In 
the main he kept in the background the 
equally vital international questions con- 
fronting American imperialism. This is 
primarily due to the fact that if Wall 
Street can keep Congress busy with the 
internal problems (that must be ans- 
wered), Wall Street will see to it that 
the president and the cabinet take care 
of the international problems. 

The international problems can be han- 
dled to the best interest of the imperial- 
ists if the facts are kept in the files and 
archives. Further, the American state 
structure has a carry-over from the past 
stage that is cumbersome and must be 
eliminated if the state is to function with 
speed for the imperialists. There is 
still too much middle class weight of 
the old school. The new flunkies must 
be lined up to support imperialism and, 
is the mean time, the "reorganization 
of the government through the grouping 
and consolidating of more than fifty ex- 
ecutives and independent agencies" must 
be put through. 

Smith's proposal for New York bears 
the same stamp. The imperialist must 
centralize the government for economy 
but then also use the economy argument 
as a smoke screen to extend its grip over 
the whole state at the expense of the 
other sections of the exploiters. 

After this Is accomplished they will 
be able to take up the international 
questions as free and above board as 
they do the internal measures for the 
bankers and against the workers. 

The major international questions con- 
fronting the imperialists that the govern- 
ment departments are handling are : war 
debts, the economic conference, the dis- 
armament conternce, the position of tbe 
dollar and a relations with the USSR. 
The question of the USSIt falls into three 
subdivisions: to obtain markets; the pos- 
sibility of a change in the form of the 
economic war being waged against the 
Soviet Union ; and pretention of the ex- 
tension of the October revolution. Around 
the other questions, this question of the 
October revolution and the relation to 
the other imperialists, such as England, 
France, Japan and Germany are inter- 
woven. Amenica must find a way to gain 
a position of advantage in the coming 
(Continued on page 3) 



Save the Militant! 



This issue appears a week late. That means that we 
have been forced to skip an issue. This la a retreat from 
the weekly Militant. It was made necessary by the increa*- 
ing depth of our financial crisis which placed Insuperable 
obstacles in the way of getting out last week'e issue. 

There is no point in detailirtfl here all the debt* and 
'consequent technical difficulties which forced us to this 
retreat. More eloquent than this is the lo*a,of an Issue. 

The loss of this Issue is a warning to all of us. comrad- 
es, that unless we come to the aid of the Militant now we 
may not be able to avoid skipping issues again. We may 
even be forced to return to a semi-monthly basts. As a 
matter of fact, at the present moment, we have no way of 
telling whether we will be able to get out next week's issue. 

The life of the weekly Mlitant Is at stake. The issue 
is squarely up to us. We alone can decide that It will ap. 
pear regularly as a weekly. 'We must make the decision 
and make it promptly. 

This blow comes at a critical moment. The League has 
been making forward strides in Pittsburgh. New Castle, 
Davetiport, D*s Moines and Montreal. Branches have been 
organized in these cities. We have held aloft the banner of 
Communism in the Illinois coal fields. The recent develop- 
ments in the A. F. of L. have confirmed our program, on 
unemployment. 

In ait of these activities the Militant has played an out- 
standing part. It has consistently and tirelessly hammer- 
ed out the Leninist tine of the Left Opposition. Now we 
stand on the threshold of further advances new and greater 



possibilities to put forward, the ideas of Leninism are open- 
ing up new avenues. We must assure the regular appearance 
of the Militant. If our central organizer is forced to retreat 
ali our other activities will be forced to retreat to a slower 
tempo. 

Against this perspective we are Bounding a serious note 
of alarm. This dark perspective must not be realized. We 
must make a determined struggle against it. 

At the present moment this must take the form of dona- 
tions. First of alt we must dig Into our own pockets. The 
Militant comes first. Then we must scurry around to every 
sympathizer and friend, put the plight of the Militant squar- 
ely before him and ask him for help. 

Large donations will accomplish more than small ones. 

But,rto amount is too small. And every penny counts. 

All funds must be raised In the shortest possible time 
and rushed to the Militant at 126 East 18 Street, N. Y. 

It is up to us to save the Militant, Let us pull it 
through this crisis. It is our paper; It is the organ of the 
international proletarian revolution in the United States; it 
is the voice of Marxism; ,the banner bearer of the Ideas of 
the October Revolution, of the International Left Opposition. 
To have it retreat would be to strike a blow at the entire 
international movement. This must not be allowed to hap- 
pen. 

The movement and its friends must avert this catastro- 
phe. It must respond with help at once. Funds must be 
raised and rushed. Will you do you share? 



L. Trotsky: BONAPARTIf M IN GERMANY 



The elections to the Reichstag put the 
■presidential" government to a new crit- 
ical test. It is useful, therefore to re- 
mind of its social and political nature. 
It is precisely through the analysis of 
such concrete, mid' at first glance "sud- 
den'' political phenomena, as the govern- 
ment of Papen-Schleicher, that the Marx- 
ian method reveals its invaluable advan- 
tages. 

At one time we defined the "president- 
ial' government as a species of 'bonapart- 
ism. It would be incorrect to see in 
this definition the chance outcome of a 
desire to find a familiar name for an 
unfamiliar phenomena. The decline of 
capitalist society places again bonapart- 
ism together with Fascism and in con- 
nection with it on the order of the day. 
Previously we have characterized the 
government of Bruiting as a bonapart- 
ist one. Then, in retrospect we narrowed 
its definition to a half, or pre- bona part is t 
one. 

What did other Communists and In 
general 'left groups say in this connec- 
tion? To await an attempt at a scien- 
tilic definition of a new political phenon- 
mena from the present leadership of the 
Comintern would, of course, be naive, 
not to say foolish. The Stalinists simply 
place Papen in the Fascist camp. If 
Wells and Hitler are "twins" then such 
a trifle as Papen is altogether not worth 
breaking ones head about. This Is the 
same political literature which Marx 
called vulgarian and which he taught us 
to despise. In reality Fascism represents 
one of the two main camps of civil war. 
Stretching his arm to power, Hitler first 
of all demanded the relinquishing of the 
street to him for 72 hours. Hindenburg 
refused this. The task of Papen-Schleich- 
er — to avoid civil war by disciplining 
amicably the national -socialists and 
chaining the proletariat to police fetters. 
The very possibility of euch a regime is 
determined by the relative weakness of 
the proletariat. 



The SAP rids itself of the question of 
the Papen government as well as of other 
question by means of general phrase*. 
The Brandlerists preserved silence on 
our definition its long as the matter con- 
cerned Bruning, that means the incuba- 
tion period of bonapartism. When, how- 
ever, the Marxian characteristic of Bona- 
partism confirmed itself fully by theory 
and practice of the presidential govern- 
ment the Brandlerites came out with their 
criticism: the wise owl of Thalheimer 
takes flight in the late hours of the night. 

The Stuttgart "Workers Tribune" teach- 
es us that bonapartism raising the mili- 
tary-police apparatus over the bourge- 
oisie in order to defend its class domina- 
tion against its own political parties, 
must be supported by the peasantry and 
must use methode of social democracy. 
Papen is not supported by the peasantry 
and does, not introduce a pseud o-raui cat 
prrogam. Therefore, our attempt to define 
the government of Papen as bonapartism 
"does not fit at all". This is severe but 
carries no weight. 



How do the Brandlerites themselves 
define the government of Papen? In the 
same issue of the "Tribune" there are 
very timely announcements of the lec- 
ture of Brandler on the subject : " Junker- 
monarchical, Fascist or proletarian dicta- 
torship?" In this triad the regime ol 
Papen ii presented as a Junker- monarch- 
ist dictatorship. This is most worthy of 
the "Forward" and of vulgar democrats 
in general. That titled German bona- 
partlsts make some sort of little pre- 
sents to the Junker is obvious. That 
these gentlemen are inclined to a mon- 
archists trend of thoughts is also known. 
But it is purest liberal nonsense that the 
essence of the presidential regime is 
Junker monarchism. 

Such terms as liberalism, bonapartism, 
fascism have the character of generaliza- 
tions. Historical phenomena never re- 
pent themselves completely. It would cot 
have been difficult to prove that even the 
government ot Napoleon the Third, com- 
pared with tbe regime of Napoleon the 
(Continued on page 4) 



A.F.L and 6-Hour Day 

Cine in no Mi Convention Shows Left Wins Opportunities 



The present storm and stress of the 
capitalist economic system begins to 
leave an indelible 'imprint upon the 
American Federation of Labor. It has 
produced a new view, which is adv- 
anced under pressure and solely for the 
record. In this respect the four years ' 
from the end of bourgeois prosperity j 
to the present day widespread destitu- ' 
tion and starvation, record a change 
of front on the key ^problem of unem- 
ployment. It fa graphically illustrat- 
ed in the last four annual conventions. 

At the Toronto convention, in 1929, 
there gathered a galaxy of labor skates 



Opposition at Anti- War Meet in New York 



Over six hundred delegates attended 
the United youth Conference Against 
War held in New York City, November 
25 to 27. The conference was called by 
a provisional committee strongly domin- 
ated by the socialists, and, composed of 
the leading pacifist and socialist youth 
organizations and the Lovestoneite youth. 
At the conference itself, in addition to 
the sponsoring organizations, the student 
groups of the National Student League, 
the NSL itself, the YCL, the National 
Youth Committee of the Communist 
League (Opposition) and the New York 
Spartaeua Youth Club participated. 

The entire conference proceedings were 
controlled by the socialist and pacifist 
initiators. Previous to its opening, a 
caucus meeting of these groups decided 
to bar the Communist and Left wing re- 
presentatives from all committees and 
posts. A well-oiled, steam-rolling mach- 
ine was organized to prevent the Com- 
munist viewpoint from being adequately 
presented to the delegates. The election 
fo a credential committee — an element- 
ary procedure at conferences — was sub- 
stituted for by the appointed registra- 
tion committee of the provisional groups ! 

The keynote speech of A. Fenner Borek- 
way, the chairman of the British Inde- 
pendent Labour Party, gave a left So- 
cialist tenor to the conference. He spoke 
of the inadequacy of the tactics of the 
socialist parties on war 1 , the need to 
mobilize the youth to refuse to fight; the 
development of a 'new technique' — to 
achieve revolution without bloodshed,— 
which he refused to explain on the ground 



that a counter- technique would thus be 

facilitated ! 

Steam Rolling Tactics of the Socialists 

The most important phape *of the 
conference was the report of the reso- 
lutions committee. The latter consisted 
of seven socialists and pacifists. The 
committee rejected, out-of-hand, not 
merely the resolution presented by the 
I^eft Opposition youth, the resolution of 
the YCJj endorsing the Bsrbusse Amster- 
dam manifesto, but even the innocent 
ones of Left wing student groups on 
student fees, student rights and for par- 
ticipation in the coming Chicago anti- 
war conference. 

In view of the steam-rolling tactics of 
the Conference, the monopoly of the paci- 
fists and the socialists on the resolu- 
tions committee and the organized plan 
to prevent Communist and dissenting re- 
solutions from being submitted to the de- 
legates, a number of student groups pre- 
sented a statement, condemning these 
tactics and calling for the reading of all 
resolutions fr.om the floor. This proced- 
ure was ruled out of order by the chair. 

Discussion mi the Resolution* 

Resolutions on the cancellation of In- 
ternational debts and reparations, recog- 
nition of the Soviet Unon, etc., were 
carried. The Committee introduced a re- 
solution which greeted the Soviet Union's 
disarmament proposal, condemned the 
United States for not accepting it, and 
called upon the American youth to sup- 
port the slogan. The second part of the 
resolution called upon the American gov- 
ernment to disarm by example. The 



m 

delegates from the Left Opposition spoke 
against this resolution. The Love- 
stoueites favored the resolution on the 
grounds that it calls for the disarmament 
of the capitalist government! 

One of> the NSL delegates moved 
to divide the two sections of the 
resolution and then spoke against the 
second part in line with the speeches of 
the Left Opposition delegation. The so- 
cialists replied that they did not ex- 
pect the American government to disarm 
but that the demand for disarmament 
would expose the government before the 
people. The Young Communist League 
delegates did not participate in the dis- 
cussion. All groups with the exception 
of the Left Opposition voted for the first 
part of the resolution ; a number of NSL 
delegates joined in the voting against 

(Continued on page 2) 



gaily partaking of the coveted liquid 
stream which flows so freely across the 
border. Their main subject of con- 
versation, cfntside of .the. monotonous 
convention routine, was the latest quo- 
tations on the stock exchange. At Boston 
in 1930. some rumblings of dissatisfac- 
tion were audible; but the gathering 
denounced ' any schemes of unemploy- 
ment insurance in customary reaction- 
ary terms. At Vancouver, in 1931, the 
rumblings beeame almost a storm; but 
the gathering remained adamant and 
only the phrase became radicalized. At 
Cincinnati, during the last couple of 
weeks, the delegates were compelled 
to debate serious issue and the conven- 
tion adopted a policy of favoring unem- 
ployment insurance. 

This change, of course, is not so 
sweeping when we consider the acut- 
eness of the present crisis and the mil- 
lions out of work. Moreover the view 
of the A. F. of L. leadership of the 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Gov't. Answers Hunger 
Marchers With Force 

Militants Surrounded by 5000 Armed Police 



WASHINGTON, D. £.— v 

While we are parked on a street on 
tbe outskirts of this city with police on 
all sides I can take this opportunity to 
write an account of the most striking 
events in the Hunger March up to this 
point. 

It was in Wilmington, Delaware, that 
we suffered the first attack of the police. ! 
.When we reached the outskirts of Wil- 
mington, Friday night about 5 :30 P. M-, ! 
we left our trucks, formed into lines and 
marched through the streete with our 
banners despite the announcement in the 
press that we would not be allowed to 
march nor to stay overnight. 

We marched "through side streets. I 
suppose we were not allowed on the main 
streets. The crowds were by far the 
largest that we had seen since leaving 
New York, except in Philly. This must 
have been due to the expectation that 
the police would make trouble. However 
we reached our destination, a large, 
empty, barn-like structure, without en- 
countering any violent developments. 
These came later. 

Shortly after the meeting started the 
police, reinforced by firemen and various 
home-guard elements broke up the meet- 
ing with their clubs ad billies and drove 
the marchers to the church and scatter- 
ed the crowd. The marchers barricaded 
the doors and fought off the police until 
tear gas bombs were hurled through the 
windows. 

The delegates numbering 300, of whom 
nlmost 200, were women were forced to 
leave the church. Tbe men were merci- 
lessly beaten by the bulla who outnum- 
bered them. The marchers were scat- 
tered ; many were arrested', numbers of 
Ihem required medical attention and some 
were taken to the hospital. Ben Cold, 
who is with us on the march, is in the 
hospital. Anne Burlak is arrested. The 
men, though outnumbered, put up a good 
fight, and several cops had to be taken 
away to (iuieter places. 

Many comvadPS are missing, mostly 
women. At the present it is impossible 
to check up. The 23 arrested are held 
on various charges and the ILD is look- 
ing after them. ^ delegation went to 
the police station to demand their re- 
lease. We don't know tbe result yet. 

En Route Again 

Saturday morning under heavy police 
guard we left for Baltimore arriving 
there late in the afternoon. Food, and 
shelter had been provided for some of 
us in an armory by seven citizens after 
aid had been refused by tiie mayor. This 
was the first time on the trip that we 
received aid other than that given by the 
WIR and workers' organizations. A 
meeting was held later in the armory. 

Sunday noon we left for Washington 
under Biiard of the state police. The 
police led us into a sort of blind alley 
at the dead end of a cross street. A 
large squad of cops with tear gas was 
posted on the hill above us on our left. 
This location is such that it was a simple 
matter for the police to control the sit- 
uation. 

In Washington the district and federal 



officials put every obstacle in the way 
of tiie committee in their efforts to rent 
a hall for a convention which was to 
take place today, Monday. The commit- 
tee finally succeeded in renting a small 
hall that holds S0O. Whether 800 of ub 
will be permitted to enter the city pro- 
per is another matter. At present th* 
situation is deadlocked ; we are waiting 
here and so are the police. The plan of 
the police seems to be to keep us here 
until we become discouraged. 

The Convention 

The convention was finally held out 
here. Three resolutions were adopted. 
One scored the refusal of the authorities 
to grant a permit to parade ia Washing- 
ton ; the second endorsed the demands of 
the Hunger March. Amter and Benjamin 
si>oke. Benjamin said that if we were 
not allowed to parade, a committee which 
would be selected would present our de- 
mands to Congress. His speech also 
contained a vague threat to march In 
any event. He concluded by saying that 
when we return home we should attempt 
to draw the broad masses into the next 
march. But he didn't say how ! 

Just another word about the camp. 
Conditions here are very unsanitary and 
most of us have severe colds due to ex- 
posure. Although lodgings for the wo- 
men and sick had been secured in Wash- 
ington many of the men were refused 
admission to Washington by the police. 
Provocateurs also made several attempts 
to start trouble. 

We have here about 3000 marchers In- 
cluding 350 women and a large number 
of Negro comrades. That special effort* 
were made to get Negro delegates I learn- 
n d from conversation with delegates 
from all sections of the country. The 
only organizations represented are party 
organizations. There are a few delegates 
elected by Left wing groups in the A. F- 
of L. This is the sum and substance of 
the united front from below. Recognition 
of Soviet Russia was demanded only in 
the slogans carried by the seamem 

The marchers displayed considerable 
militancy, evidenced by their actions 1b 
various cities where, in spite of police 
terror, they succeeded in parading and 
holding meetings. The organizational 
side of the march was fairly well hand- 
led when you consider the difficulties con- 
nected with handling so many people. 
1P.M. 

We have just returned from our march 
to the Capitol where a delegation -pre- 
sented our demands to Congress. The 
f spirit of the marchers, despite their ex- 
haustion and the double lines of police 
that flanked us on both sides, was ex- 
cellent. This was all the more remark- 
able in face of the unsympathetic atti- 
tude of the large crowds that lined the 
streets to watch us. 

Our march In face of the determination 
of the authorities to prevent us from even 
entering Washington can be considered 
only as a victory. Ths proof of the pow- 
er of mass pressure brings to mind the 
possibilities in a genuine united front 
movement. 

—BILL KITT. 



Second School Term to Open 



With a number of successful courses 
■tfready held during the first season of 
its existence, plans are now already 
under way for a series of courses thai 
A'ill make up the second season of the 
International Workers' School, organiz- 
ed under the auspices of the Communist 
League of America (Opposition). 

The first season had oniy three co- 
urses and it is now planned to enlarge 
that number to five. The instructors 
will include comrades Martin Abern, 
James P. Cannen. Hugo Oehler, Mai: 
Shachtman and Jack Weber, and tht 
courses will cover a wide range o 
subjects dealing with some of the mos. 
important questions before the revolu- 
tionary movement today. The school 
board has proceeded with the idea in 
mind of making' it possible for workers 
of varying degrees of proletarian in- 
struction to make their choice of one 
of more of the five courses. 



V NEW YEAR'S EVE ^ 

BANCE AND 
ENTERTAINMENT 

JAZZ BAND - SKITS - SOLOS 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 31, 1933 
at 126 East 16th Street 

ADMISSION: 35 CENTS 
Auspices ; N. T. Branch, Communist League of America 
(Opposition) 



CONCERT AND DANCE 

with a program of 
MUSIC — RECITATIONS — IMPR0VIZATIONS 

Also Fine Dance Music 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1932 
at 12ft East lflth Street 

Admission in Advance 25c . . . . at door Silo 

Auspices : Unser Kamf Arbeter Club 



The enrollment books are already 
opened and the fee tor the courses has 
been made as low as possible so as to 
enable every interested worker to 
register. All the courses begin this 
coming month (January 1933) and will 
run for several weeks. We print below 
the schedule for the- second season of 
the International Workers School. 

ENROLL NOW! 

8 P. M. 

The History of the American Labor 
Movement . . James P. Cannon 

A Series of Eight Lectures 
Starts Sunday, January 22nd 

Elementary Communism . . . 
Martin Abern 



Starts Monday, January 2nd 

Marxian Economics 

Hugo Oehler 

Starts Monday, January 2nd 

American History .... 

.J. Weber 

Starts Wednesday, January 4th 

Program of the Left Opposition. 
Max Shachtman 
Start* Wednesday, January 4th 

Registration one dollar per ceurse. 

J. WEBER, Administrator 

126 East 16th Street, 

New fork City 
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Soviet Economy in Danger 



STUYVESANT CASINO 



ADMISSfON: 10 Cent* 



9th Street and 2nd Avenue 



Auept«««: New York Branoh, Communlat 
League of America (Opposition) 



Speakers: 

MAX SHACHTMAN 
ARNE SWARKnr 
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THE MILITANT 



SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1P32 



Letters from Militants 



Pittsburgh Opposition and 
the Hunger March 

PITTSBURGH.*- 

A soccessful meeting in support of the 
Hanger March to Washington was held 
here last night by the local branch of 
the Communist League of America (Op- 
position). The crowd was of good pro- 
letarian character, including a group of 
the most victimized workers in Pitts- 
burgh who came up from the wretched 
charity slop-house down town (the so- 
called "Helping Hand"), to attend the 
meeting which occupied the Miller School 
auditorium, near Centre Avenue. 

Comrade Jim Silakis opened in the 
name of the Left Opposition and after 
a short introductory address, gave the 
floor to Phil Frankfeld, local party lead- 
er and representative ol the Unemployed 
Council. This is the first time to our 



countries refuse to grant them loans. 
The American unemployed have a great 
practical stake in the Socialist construc- 
tion o£ Soviet Russia. Long term credits 
for the Soviet Unon would produce orders 
for American factories and give Jobs to 
thousands of our unemployed. The slogan 
of Defend the Soviet Union must he 
concretized in the Hunger March with 
the demand for Long Term Credit for 
the USSR, as a form of international 
solidarity with the Russian worker's and 
as a means of practical self-aid for the 
American unemployed. 

The speaker asked whether this unem- 
ployed program could not serve as a 
pi.-.ctical basis for broad working class 
action? It undoubtedly can. The Unem- 
ployed Councils with such a program 
could approach the widest strata of the 
masses for common action. By challeng- 
ing the labor fakers in the A. F. of L. 
and the Socialist party to join in a united 
front on this basis, 'hey could help to 



knowledge that a leading member of the 

om-cial party has spoken from the plat- put these seasoned betters of the toil- 



form of a meeting called by the Left 
Opposition. The Sfalinlst representative 
took this step as a consequence of the 
persistent and successful attempt of the 
local branch of the League to bring about 
a measure of united action in the present 
Hunger March. 

Frankfeld gave a well illustrated ver- 
sion of the general line pursued by the 
Stalinists in the unemployed movement 
all over the elates. He spoke of the 
possibilities in the budget of the capital- 
ist city government to grant relief; said 
that the workers could force through this 
relief only by struggle and then went on 
to paint the hunger march demonstra- 
tion in Washington as a general panacea 
for the sufferings of the working class 
1c this crisis. At no time did he even 
mention the broader aspects of the hunger 
march and the struggle of the unem- 
ployed in a revolutionary sense. Nor did 
he link up this struggle wlfh the main 
aim of overthrowing capitalism. 

But he made up for these reformist 
shortcomings in policy, in the last few 
minutes of his talk by a terribly rev- 
olutionary attack upon the Left Opposi- 
tion and comrade Trotsky, full of the 
usual Daily Worker lies and slanders 
against us. He called us disrupters, 
people who want to undermine the work 
of the hunger march to bolster up their 
own political position. This Is appar- 
antly the Stalinist idea of carrying out 
the Leninist united front. 

The chairman, comrade Sifakls, made 
a brief but telling reply to this attack 
and introduced comrade Gordon who 
spoke on the Communists and the Hun- 
ter March. Comrade Gordon answered 
Frankfeld's slanderous attack on the 
Left Opposition, ridiculing Frankfeld's 
lies and his charges against us as dis- 
rupters, underminers, etc., by pointing to 
our loyal cooperation with the united 
front committee, of which this meeting, 
held under the auspices of the League, 



ers to the test before the workers follow 
ing them and expose them for what they 
really are. The Hunger March will be 
a real success if it serves as the starting 
point for such an action and on this 
basis. All class conscious workers were 
called upon by the speaker to join with 
the Communist League in supporting the 
march aud in helping to make it a real 
demonstration of mass power, the open- 
ing of an era of genuine and solid united 
front action on the part of the American 
working class in this crisis. 

With this the representative of the 
Communist League (Opposition) closed 
his address. The chairman then announc- 
ed the arrival of the Hunger Marchers in 
Pittsburgh and asked the workers pre- 
sent to join In greeting them at West 
Park tho following Thursday. The 
meeting was then adjourned amid inter- 
ested discussions between Left Opposi- 
tionists and party members or sympath- 
izers as well as other workers present. 

— S. H. 



Opposition Active in 
Smokey City 

PITTSBURGH.— 

The Marxist Studj Ctasi 

The Marxist Stutjy Class organized by 
the League some time ago, has been 
plugging forward constantly, every new 
session bringing new forces and increas- 
ing the intensity of the discussions. Al- 
though the classes are already rather ad- 
vanced, it is not yet too late to join up. 
One study group meets on Sunday after- 
noons, at 2:30 P. M., and has for its 
subject: The History of the Three Inter- 
nationals. The next few lectures will 
deal with the development of the Second 
International; the Struggles between the 
Revisionists and the Marxists; the Be- 



workers belonging to the Left Opposition 
and members of the party, have launched 
a campaign of terror against the party 
comrades, threatening to expel taem * or 
discussing with Left Oppositionists and 
even gong SO far as to accuse them of 
being stool pigeons. But the party mem- 
,not allowing the bureaucrats to prevent 
them from getting a Leninist education 
with this terror. The Marxist ideas of 
bers can judge for themselves and are 
the Communist League will not be stop- 
ped from making themselves clear to the 
party members. No amount of bureau- 
cratic terror will suffice for that. 
Stalinist Attacks All Along the line 
The recent Increase in the activities 
of the Left Opposition In Pittsburgh and 
the formidable progress achieved cannot, 
of course, help but burn up the Stalinists 
and their lackeys locally. Not only is 
the Opposition attacked and slandered 
right on the spot, as in the Progressive 
Youth Club and at the United Front Un- 
employed Committee, but far more so 
behind its back. Party members .and sym- 
pathizers are warned not to buy the 
Militant, not to attend cur classes and 
affairs, attempts are made to blacken 
the name of workers in any way con- 
nected with the Left Opposition. But in 
spite of everything, the Communist 
League hurdles the obstacles of the bu- 
reaucracy and entrenches itself more and 
more every day. The Stalini. ts are forc- 
ed to the lowest sort of lies and to 
direct intimidations. 

One particularly headless participant 
in this campaign to defame the Opposi- 
tion is the local court-jester of the bu- 
reaucracy, a certain Jenkins. JenkinB is 
a well-known pie-card whose chief argu- 
ment against the Left Opposition Is— 
that it is a minority. His terrible rev- 
olutionary work in the course of twenty 
years has taught him one paramount 
prnciple: namely, that the majority is 
always right. .We will not burden Jen- 
kins with an apt quotation from Engels 
on the question of majorities and minor- 
ities in the revolutionary movement. 
Engels did not live on the "Hill", and 
he died "before Jenkin's time. Besides 
— he was a German and never wrote for 
the Fraihelt. Since Jenkins knows only 
what he reads in the FreHieit, it would 
hardly be fair of us to tax him with the 
words of Marx's comrade and co-founder 
of the proletarian revolutionary move- 
ment. 



munism or in the came of some new 
sort of "proletarian" Zionism? In hit 
unsigned articles In the Freilielt and in 
his slanderous dribble among the Jewish 
workers of the "Hill", he constantly 
harps on the Greek comrades of the Left 
Opposition, particularly comrades Stf- 
akis and Vomvas, and calls upon the 
"Jewish workers" to drive these "Greek 
young ( ! ) gentlemen" away from the 
"Jewish workers' Street"! In his head- 
less anxiety to besmirch the Opposition 
and to prevent its irresistable progress, 
Stalinism has driven thie pitiful fool to 
resort to the arguments of a chauvin- 
ist, and a Jewish ehauvinist at that! 

This very dangerous manifestation of 
chauvinism in the ranks of the party 
is only amplified by the fact that the 
chauvinistic utterances of Genosse Jen- 
kins do ont restrict themselves to the 
Left Opposition alone. The Left Opposi- 
tion, especially through its Jewish com- 
rades on the "Hill" will mercilessly 
combat this dangerous sign of Stalinist 
degeneracy, it will arouse the worker* 
of Pittsburgh to watchfulness in the 
preservation of the internationalist char- 
acter of the proletarian revolutionary 
movement. We will not allow Stalinist 
corruption, in this chauvinistic form or 
in any other form to poison the well of 
our Leninist party. And to Jenkins we 
can say with confidence, that the few 
petty bourgeois elements in the "Icor" 
with whom his shady antics against the 
Leninist Opposition make a very curious 
hit, will be a poor consolation to him. 
The revolutionary workers will learn to 
judge such tactics and to call them by 
their proper name. 

Other Activities of the Left Opposition. 
Within the near future the Commun- 
ist League here intends to hold a num- 
ber of public meetings and affairs. Pre- 
parations are already process. At these 



Our dab Plan 

MILITANT BUILDERS 



PAID SUB CABDS I four component parts it has greater flex- 

t'OK THE MINERS | tbility and greater range. Whereas with 

Our campaign for subs for the miners the Club Plan Blank you are more or 
isn t over yet. It is true that we haven't log limited in space and time with these 



realized the number of eubs that we ex- 
pected. To date we have received only 
twenty -one subs. That must be an in- 
centive to push on. 

The Paid Sub Cards can be used very 
easily for this purpose. Ail you have to 
do is to raise units of two dollars and 
send them in, specifying that they are 
for subs for the miners. 

Or, to recapitulate our former ap- 
proach: take a Club Plan blank; see 
what you can do in the way of getting 
two half year subs at the regular rate 
of a dollar and apply the reduction that 
is given on a Club Plan blank to two 
subs for the miners. Either method will 
place the Militant in the hands of ths 
miners. 
NEW YORK AND MONREAL 

Two cities continue to move upward. 
They are New York and Montreal. New 
York is continuing its spurt upward and 
has now reached the leaders creating a 
tie for first place. That is only a momen- 
tary condition. At this rate, by next 
week it will be away out in front. Watch 
it! 

Montreal too is climbing. As a result 
H. Nash is now in third place. And 
there's no telling what he'll do next. 

New York achieves its results through 
the application of the Paid Sub Card. 
Montreal gets its results by the use of 
the Club Plan blank. There is no con- 
tradiction between these two phases of 
the plan. But swing around the idea of 
a reduction of fifty per cent in the price 



meetings the Left Opposition will strive of a hiil£ ear Bub pr0T ided four of these 
to make the Pittsburgh workers acquaint-! subs are 6ent in at one time ^ 



fid with its position, in principles, as 
well as in the every day class struggle. 
Dates and places will be announced in 
forthcoming issues. 

• * • • 

Among our comrades here, there are 
fi number active in the trade union move- 
ment. Their contacts are increasing and 



THE PAID SUB CARD IDEA 

The Paid Sub Card is a special appli- 
cation of this idea. It is really a divi- 
sion of the Club Plan Blank into four 
separate cards, each one for one of the 
provisions on the Club Plan blank. But 
it has (his additional feature. On the 
Club Plan blank the subs accompany the 
money. With the Paid Sub Card we get 



they report that Left wing sympathies 

within the unions are growing daily. The' tt e "~ m0 ney"before "the sub" That'is "an 
League is attempiiug to gauge the possi-l . (dvantage to th( . Militant. 
bilities for work in this important fleld| Taere i(J allother ang i e t0 the Paid Sub 
But we do have a right to pose the|as well, and to help m utilizing lbem.; Card Becau9e it ^ &a ^ spea ^ tt 



Question as to whether this perennial I A start has already been made in the 
majorityite speaks in the name of Com- form of a small trade union group. 



trayal of 1S14 and the Collapse of the 
toil^rUtad^M.^re^^Si™ 3eC ° ad international ; the Rise of the 

so far as TnIrd International and the Present Role 
of the Second (Socialist) International. 
The other study group meets on Wed- 
nesday evenings at 8:30 and has for its 
subject: The Communist Manifesto. If 
enough interested newcomers show up, 
it is planned to start another group on 
Fundamentals of Communism. All rev- 
olutionary workers are invited to attend 



of the U. F. C— going even 
to tolerate his vicious personal attack 
against us — was in itself sufficient evid- 
ence. He then went on to explain the 
real Leninist reasons for the Opposition's 
participation in the united front as an 
inseparable part of revolutionary policy, 
namely, to foster working class unity in 
action no matter on how small a scale, 
and 



to raise this unity in action up to and [ ° Participate * the discussions. 



The classes meet at 15 Granville Street, 
near the Wylie Avenue Branch of the 
Carnegie Library and at present consti- 
tute the only Communist educational ac- 
tivities in the city of Pittsburgh. No 
sincere revolutionist can fall to take ad- 



the level of the overthrow of the capital- 
ist system. 

The League speaker outlined the means 
by which the capitalists suppress the 
working class and attempt to divide It 
to prevent common action in its struggle. 
In the unemployment situation especially | van a£e ' 
the capitalists attempt to create division W«k for She United Front Hunger March 
in the working class, trying to pit the 1 1° accordance with its participation In 
Negro workers against the white work- the Hunger March United Front Confer- 
ees, the employed against the unemploy- : «aee, the local group of the League Is 
ed, and, on an international scale, the actively engaged in the preparations for 
American workers against their brothers its success. One collection of funds has 
abroad- if the hunger march is to be steady been made at the 15th annlver- 
more than a flurry, comrade Gordon said,! "^ celebration of the Russian Kevolu- 
if It Is to be a durable achievement fori tion < he!d under the auspices of the 
the working class, then it must rally the 1 Marxist Study Class) and turned over to 
working class against the attempts of tbe United Front Committee. From the 



the bosses to divide it. It must adopt 
slogans that unite the workers. In ad- 
dition to Immediate Relief and Unem- 
ployed Insurance, It should Inscribe on 
its banner the six-hour'-day, five-day- 
week, without reduction in pay, to tight- 
en the bonds between the unemployed 
workers who would thereby get some jobs 
and the employed workers who would 
be relieved to some extent of the fear of 
scabbing by the unemployed. The six- 
hour-day, conceived in this spirit, would 
also serve as a practical means of get- 
ting the workers on the job to support 
the jobless in their fight for relief. 

While imperialist war is threatening 
Workers* Russia an economic war against 
the Soviet Union, fierce and intense, has 
been going on for fifteen years. This 
economic war has - the greatest share in 
the creation of those tremendous difficult- 
ies which the U. S. S. R. encounters in 
it* Five Tear 1 Plan, which are due to 
the fact that the Soviet State has to 
sell a great part of its exports at low 
prices in the world market in order to 
buy machinery for which the imperialist 



Opposition at Anti-War Meet in N. Y. 



Commiltee also, the group has obtained 
leaflets and collection list and the Pitts- 
b rgh comrades are on the go putting 
these to work. In the very near future, 
the League intends to hold a couple of 
mass meetings to rally support for the 
March and has already obtained leaflets 
for this purpose. The United Front 
Committee has promised its cooperation 
by sending down a speaker to represent 
it at these meetings. 

Greek Workers Educational Circle 

The Greek Workers Educational Circle, 
organized by the League recently, has 
been holding a class in the Principles of 
Communism with comrade Sifakis as the 
instructor. Party members and sym- 
pathizers have been attending regularly 
and discussing together in a comradely 
manner so as to be able to come to a 
common understanding of the tasks of 
the Communists and to prepare the 
ground for a united effort for revolu- 
tionary work among the Greek-speaking 
workers. 

The Stalinists, alarmed at this evidence 
of a desire for Communist unity between 



(Continued from page I) 
the second part— the vofing of the Love- 
stoneite youth and the YCL on the sec- 
ond part is uncertain although it ap- 
ptars that they did not vote against. 

The Chicago Anti-War Conference 

Another resolution which aroused dis- 
pute was one supporting a number of 
student anti-war conferences to b» beld 
in the coming few months. It included 
the conference to be held during Christ- 
mas at Chicago as an outgrowth of the 
Barbusse-Amsterdam Conference. The 
intent of the resolution was to avoid the 
direct endorsement of the Chicago con- 
ference ealled-for in a resolution sub- 
mitted to the committee by the National 
Students League. An amendment was 
introduced by Donald Henderson, of the 
NSL calling upon the delegates to get 
the students on the campus to send re- 
presentatives to Chicago. 

Comrade Carter of the National Youth 
Committee, Left Opposition, amended 
Henderson's proposal by adding that the 
conference call upon working class youth- 
organizations as well as students to par- 
ticipate at Chicago. In the ensuing dis- 
cussion he explaned that it was a mis- 
take to limit the conference call to stu- 
dents; that only under the leadership 
of working class youth organizations 
could the students effectively struggle 
against war; that the Communists should 
play a leading role in this movement 
The Young Communist League delegates 
kept quiet. On the vote, both the amend- 
ment of the NSL and that of the Left 
Opposition were defeated— the latter be- 
ing supported by a number of NSL mem- 
bers, a few Socialists and the Lovestone- 
ites. The conference to send a delega- 
tion to Chicago. 

A Continuations Committee waa elect- 
ed. The Communist and Left wing de- 
legates opposed this step until a con- 
crete program of action was arrived at. 
The important resolutions of the com- 
mittee were to be referred to this Con- 
tinuations Committee without being acted 
upon by the Conference delegates. The 
objections were overruled. The Ypung 
Communist League, the NSL and the 
Left Opposition Youth declined to ac- 
cept on this committee because of the 
steam-rolling, undemocratic character of 
the Conference, the absence of any con- 
crete discussion on combatting war or 
agreement on a program of action. The 
Lovestoneites, who had participated in 
the Left wing protest against the steam- 
rolling taeflcs, accepted on the Continua- 
tions Committee. Their actions and 
speeches towards the end of the Confer- 
ence brought forth the enthusiastic ap- 
plause of the steering committee itself! 



The Young Communist League intro- 
duced a motion condemning the proced- 
ure of the Conference and calling for 
the support of the Barbusse manifesto. 
The Motion was overwhelmingly defeated. 
The fraudulent character of the so-call- 
ed united front conference was obvious 
to all, 

The December issue of the Young. 
Spartacus wijl carry a detailed; report of 
the Conference and a criticism of the 
various groups participating. 
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division of the Club Plan blank into 



Paid Sub Cards these limitations do not 
apply. Once you have paid for your four 
cards you dispose of them over a* wide 
an area as you can and within whatever 
time you can. The first one may be shot 
in right away; the others at much later 
dates! one may come from your horn* 
lown; the others from distant parts of 
the United States. Watch these weekly 
records for results. 
THE STAFF 

Chicago Friends of 
the Militant Club 12 

P. Vomvas 12 

H. Nash 11 

B. Morgen stern 8 
V. R. Dunne 8 
W. Krehm 8 
H. A. 4 
M. Hudson 4 
F. Rayburn 4 
H. Capelis t 
M. Gottlieb 4 
J. Hamilton 4 
W. Konikow 4 
O. Coover 4 
S. I^essin 4 
J. Sifakis 4 
A. Joel 4 
E. McMillan 4 
A. MlUen 4 
J. Weber 4 
J. Ross 4 

C. Shechet 2 
THE RECORD BY CITIES 

New York 24 

Chicago 24 

Minneapolis 20 

Pittsburgh 16 

Montreal 11 

Toronto 10 

Boston t0 

Philadelphia 9 

New Castle 8 

St. Louis 4 

Des Moines 4 

It's growing apace but it's not fast 

enough yet. There are several cities that 

have not scored yet. How about it 

Cleveland, New Haven, Youngs town, 

Kansas City? What about the West 

coast? The Militant is read on there, 

I^et's get stared. 
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Lewit-Bleeker Tour Extends Basis of 
«Unser Kamf» Workers Clubs 



From Toronto we proceeded to Cleve- 
land. One of the most striking features 
of party lifa in the provinces, is the 
fact that there is no attempt made to 
carry on any educational work. The Stal- 
inists have no use for revolutionary 
theory. This despite the fact that the 
turnover in the membership is eo great 
and that not alone the ranks, but the 
leading cadres as well, are ignorant of 
the basic principles of Communism. When 
the Left Oppositionists were expelled in 



branch. The two Jewish-speaking com- 
rades in the branch have for years been 
the leading spirits in the work in this 
field. The attempt of the Stalinists to 
isolate them meant in reality the destruc- 
tion of the movement in this territory. 
The branch of the International Workers 
Order in this locality was dissolved in 
true bureaucratic fashion, because these 
comrades were the leaders in it. The 
icor passed out o£ existence, because our 
comrades and the people they influence 



the Cleveland district in 1S28. it meant . were not permitted to render their ser- 
the expulson of the entire educational de- 1 vices in its building. Now there is a 
partment from the party, comrade Brah-! movement on foot In Youngstown to ad- 
tin was the agit-prop director conducting mit our comrades into the group that 
a circuit school, and Gleisser was the to "°W attempting to reorganize the Icor. 



principal instructor. Since then, this en- 
tire highly industrial district was found 
to be on a sufficiently high theoretical 
level not to require any more educa- 
tion. 

Our comrades, on the other hand, fail- 
ed to continue under Opposition auspices 
the educational work they had been 
carrying on for many years in the party, 
thus filling this gap in the work of the 
party. Had our comrades done this, we 
would now have a flourishing branch in 
Cleveland. We realized this immediately 
upon our arrival and in the meetings with 
the comrades, decided to proceed with 
the immediate organization of classes in 
Marxism. All our other efforts during 
our stay in Cleveland were spent on 
procuring subs for Unser Kamf, and the 
broadening of the circle of our readers 
and laying the base for future organi- 
zation work. On our return trip from 
the tour, we will stop oft in Cleveland 
and Youngstown to hold lectures on the 
Opposition viewpoint, for which our com- 
rades are now making the necessary pre- 
parations. 

Youngstown was visited by us for an 
overnight stay and we met with the 
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They will certainly not refuse to Join in 
the effort to revive this organization, 
destroyed by the maddened bureaucrats. 
It is doubt tul, though, if tho National 
Committee of the Ikor will give its Ion- 
sent to it, 



i established a number otf contacts for 
Unser Kamf, securing subs. 

In Minneapolis we stayed for ulna 
days, because our field here is so much 
broader. The time was well spent. We 
delivered three lectures: one by comrade 
Bleeker on the trade union question In 
the English language, one by Lewlt on 
the Left Opposition, and the third one 
was under the auspices of the Labor 
Lyceum open forum, where comrade 
Lewlt was to speak on the duties of rev- 
olutionists in trade unions and fraternal 
organizations ; both of them in Jewish. 
When we discovered that comrade Trot- 
sky was to broadcast over the radio in 
the morning the lecture at the Labor 
Temple was to take place, we made a hur- 
ried change in the plans, brought a 
radio to the lyoeunt, .listened to the 
broadcast, after which we had it trans- 
lated and explained, with a general dis- 
cussion following. The total attendance 
at our meetings in Minneapolis was over 
200. Our Minneapolis comrades treated 
us to an excellent spirited banquet where 
we raised 25 dollars for Unser Kamf. 
Here too we organized an Unser Kamf 



Club. This is the third club that is now 
Our Chicago group is carrying on actlv- definitely organized and is functioning 
ities in various fields. It has its own as a result of the tour, with one in the 
headquarters, conducts two classes, one process of formation in Boston, 
with comrade Edwards, and another with! 

comrade Glotzer. The branch holds a 0ur Des MoineB branca - * hlca we 
regular weekly open forum. The com- vlsited next - ^P'red us greatly by the 
rades participate in various mass activ- ! activities it is carrying on. It helds a 
ities, speak before workers' organizations, ^Sular weekly open forum, a class, par- 
and debate various groups in the labor tteipates in the unemployed work, and is 
movement, lite activities of our youth 1 evel1 benching out into near-by cities. 
comrades in Chicago are among the 1 The lecture tne «*■»**» arranged for 
brightest spots in the work of this lo- 1 us ha<1 an attendance of 50. The local 



cality. 

We succeeded in Chicago to build up 
an Unser Kamf Club of people who have' 
been won to our viewpoint recently and 
who will now carry on the work of the 
Opposition in the Jewish field" in an or- 
ganized manner, one of- these comrades 
Gurevitch suffered the wrath of the 
Stalinist bureaucrats by being expelled 
from the Freifeit Singing Society. It ap- 
pears that he has been singing out of 
tune with the "general line". This com- 
rade was their best tenor, he was one 
of those who led the Left wing fight La 
the socialist singing society, while his 
present expellers were on the other ■aide 
of the fence. His sole crime consisted 
in selling the Unser Kamf. The exist- 
ence of our paper terrified the scared 
Stalinists, and rightly so. Our paper is 
read eagerly by the Jewish workers who 
have been lied to and misled by the 
Preiheit for so many years. Our lecture 
in Chicago will take place on the 6th 
of December on our return. 

In Davenport we stopped over night 
on the way to Minneapolis. Here we had 
occasion in a few hours to meet some of 
the new comrades In the branch, and we 



Stalinists came to take issue with us, but 
they only helped us by revealing their 
bankruptcy in broad relief^ They even 
brought with them a national figure, a 
certain Green from New York, who an- 
nounced himself to he a member of the 
national committee of the Workers Ex- 
Servicemen's League. In his opening re- 
marks he stated apologetically, to the 
amusement of the audience,— that in view 
of the fact that we "spoke revolution", 
he is compelled to use the same terms, 
although he is under instructions not to 
talk about revolution in the West and In 
the South! This simpleton merely re- 
vealed to us that the faith of the Stal- 
inists in the "third period" has shaken, 
and that this official emmissary from 
New York brought the message to the 
local comrades to be "practical", and 
when Stalinists become "practical", 
there is no telling where they will stop. 
We have bad enough of that experience 
in the so called "second period" Of op- 
portunist crimes. 

— SYLVIA BLEEJKBR. 
—MORRIS LEWIT. 
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New Expulsions in the Comintern 
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The much-vaunted "ideological conso- 
lidation" imposed upon the Communist 
International by the Sta'.iiKsi apparatus 
had for years been of a kind that went 
hand in hand with an organizational dis- 
integration. The "consolidation" never 
took place around a straight central shaft 
of cohesive dictrine. Such a consolida- 
tion, absolutely necessary in the Commun- 
ist movement, would have permitted the 
attraction of homogeneous elements in 
increasing number. What passes for rev- 
olutionary doctrine in the Stalinist camp, 
however, has formed a disjointed, eccen- 
tric, badly geared axis, put together out 
of odd scraps borrowed from every con- 
ceivable tendency in the working class 
movement. This is what accounts for 
the bvmpy voyage on which the Stalinists 
have taken the Communist In us ■"nation 
al, zig-aagging through the clans strug- 
gle in accordance with the momentary 
effectiveness— not of the axis as a whole, 
but of this or that joint in it. 

At each turn in the road, the Centrist 
apparaus has had to cast out elements 
now from the Right, now from the Left. 
As its ideological baggage diminished, 
so also did those who carried it. The 
base of the bureaucracy in the Interna- 
tional has steadily narrowed, so that no- 
body can say today who will be the re- 
presentative spokesman of the apparatus 
tomorrow. The foreknowledge of their 
precarious position has not always help- 
ed the Stalinist functionaries to remain 
Btable in their loyalties. In some cases, 
they have anticipated the inevitable and 
hastened the break with the apparatus, 
before the apparatus consummated its 
break (plus the attendant humiliations 
and petty preliminary persecutions) wiih 
them. This category includes a wide 
range of people — from Bessedovsky and 
Agabekov to J. T. Murphy of England 
and Paul Marion of Prance. 

Id the laet few months alone, expul- 
sions and near -expulsions have taken 
place in several countries. The official 
party press has either passed them over 
in silence or commented upon them with 
the maximum of obscurity. Each in- 
etance, however, sheds its own share of 
light upon the state of affairs in the 
Stalinist camp, the policies it has pur- 
sued and the manner in which it rules. 

Almost a year ago, we commented ex- 
tensively in the Militant upon the cam- 
paign begun In the French party against 



rhe shun lied "Uroup'' of Celor, Barbe, 
Lozeray and others, who hud only the 
day before been the leaders of the party. 
Jn this campaign to liud a scapegoat 
for the stagnation and retrogression of 
the French party, the "Group" served ad- 
mirably, for its spokesman humbly ac- 
knowledged the justice of ail the terrible 
accusations made against them. In one 
case at least, it now appears that there 
was method in this servility. The case 
is that of the principal leader of the 
■'Croup*' himself, Celor. During the 
campaign a year ago, i was revealed 
that this group of leaders had associat- 
ed itself without the slightest pretense 
of a platform, and had systematically 
and successfully occupied itself with tak- 
ing over the whole party apparatus. It 
was further evident that Celor, who was 
a member of the ECCI, had been ap- 
pointed leader of the party by none other 
than the centra) Stalin faction itself, 
which found in this clique (a*, it did in 
the Neumann clique in Germany) a 



thoroughly reliable agency. This sang 
of political bandits was uncovered by 
other, similarly virtuous bureaucrats, 
only when a sacrificial offering had to 
be thrown to the party ranks in order 
to put the quietus on the mounting dis- 
contentment. 

A few weeks ago, it wag suddenly dis- 
covered that~M. Celor was a police pro- 
vocateur all the time! To our knowl- 
edge, this is the first police spy who 
ever penetrated as high as the Executive 
Committee of the Communist Interna- 
tional. That the police send their agents 
into the Communist movement is a tri- 
bute to the fear which Bolshevism in- 
spires in the hearts of the bourgeoisie. 
But that such agents can so easily reach 
the highest instances of the interna- 
tional, is not a tribute, but a striking 
commentary, on the internal regime es- 
tablished by the Stalinists. Celor cam*, 
so to speak, out of nowhere, like molt 
of the flguies who now adoiu the ('en- 
trist household. The elementary tests to 



which a Communist is — rather, should be 
- -submitted, were never put before him. 
lie was given only one test for leader- 
ship ; Was he sufficiently lacking in in- 
tegrity, independence and knowledge to 
qualify him for the poat of ever-ready 
servility and obedience to command from 
above? ThU teat he pased with superb 
ease. As leader ex-machina, he had no 
concern about being checked up or con- 
trolled by that constant democratic in- 
lerrelation between ranks and leadership 
He could go his own way arbitrarily, 
with no fear from the '"sheep" below, 
and none from the musters above— their 
support was automatic so long as his 
■servility, was unexhausted. 

Need it be added that Celor fought in- 
transigeantly against " counter-re volu- 
tinniay ■Trotskyism'"; it ijoiis witnoui 
saying. He probably did it with more 
real conviction than most bureaucrats, 
for his hatred of Trotsky and the Left 
Opposition ajirang from the deep wells 
of a class antagonism: th« bourgeoisie 
which employed him vcrsui the revolu- 
tionary proletarian wing of Communism. 
But this too is no tribute to the Stalin- 
ists and their regime. 

(To be continued) 
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struggle for the red! vision of the earth. 

Congress and the House are busy with 
their "Beer Bill". The Hunger Marrhers 
answered this democratic bunk with the 
slogan of "bread before beer". 

The approach of the president and con- 
gress to the most vital problem of un- 
employmeit and the crisis has but one 
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I aim: to strengthen the position of the 
bankers and further to beat down the 
disorganized and badly directed energy of 
the working class. 

The attempt to balance the budget is 
forcing drastic inroads into the working 
class and the middle class. The series 
of proposals from wage cuts, the cut in 
veteran's relief, less public building, to 
the sales tax are all aimed at the classes 
below the leading capitalist* in Am- 
erica. 

The demand for the reorganizing of tbe 
banking system and the advocating of 
the branch system is the most funda- 
mental and far-reaching reform in the 
interest of the imperialists to be takes 
internally. Once they obtain thi», and 
eveiything points in this direction, it 
will strengthen their position not only 
against the other class ess within the 
country but will give them a stronger 
home base of operation against the 
contending imperialists of other nations. 

After all, Congress has 'just opened 
and is getting down to business. There 
will he lots of steam and talk about 
helping the workers and farmers — and 
a demand for beer,' but under it all they 
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will be ironing out the problems, not 
of the workers, who have no represen- 
tatives, who cannot carry out their pro- 
gram through the capitalist state, but 
Die problems of the capitalists in gen- 
eral and the imperialists in particular 
whom they represent. 

The editorial comment of the "New 
\ u. k Times" on the Hoover message 
again given Congress a warning. It ends 
tho editorial with the following word.;, 
"The country will be lucky if Congress 
takes to heart and does as well in 
action as Mr. Hoover has done in 
reco-nmendations." As usual, this is a 
warning for Congress lo carry out the 
iin, arialista needs. 

HUGO OEHLIR 
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The Philadelphia Branch held its 
regular Thurs. Forum of Dec. $ with 
Hugo Oehler speaking on the American 
Negro and the Class Struggle. An 
audience ot about thirty five was pre- 
sent with a good number of party mem- 
bers, white and black, and sume young 
socialist workers. 

The discussion hinged mainly around 
the Scottsboro case and the Stalinist 
slogan of "Self -De term ina tion jn the 
Black Belt." Not one ot the party 
functionares or members present took 
the floor to disagree with the position 
of the speaker. 

In the main, the questions and discus- 
sion were of the character of informa- 
tion in order to further study the 
problem. 

The speaker called upon the party to 
proceed at once to the moblizing of the 
masses through a united front to save 
the Scottsboro boys. Now that the Su- 
preme Court verdict is a victory Tor 
the Communists, it is at the same time, 
a decision clearing the road for the 
legal murder of the innocent boys. The 
Supreme Court does not object to tha 
burning of these boys in the electric 
chair. It only objects to the crude 
methods and technical blunders with 
which the southern bourbons went about 
the job. 



In all Communist literature not a sin- 
gle line of slander or lies can be found 
as an argument for the fight against 
the exploiting class and its multicolored 
agents within and outside the labor move- 
ment, from the highest theoretical 
works down to the propaganda leaflet*, 
the Communists always present Clearly 
liie true nature of the capitalist system 
before the eyes of the masses. Upon this 
correct presentation, the Communists for- 
mulate a scientific program of organiza- 
tion for immediate action and for the 
final overthrow ot the capitalist system. 

In contradistinction to this, the Stalin- 
ists, In their fight against the Left Op- 
position, always and unfailingly misre- 
present and falsify the views of the 
"Trot sky ists". They categorically de- 
clare everywhere that we are counter- 
revolutionists, enemies of the working 
working class, and agenu of to* Inter- 
national bourgeoisie. 

When comrade Trotsky, before the in 
creasing danger of Fascism, criticizes 
tho wrong policies of the C I* G, and 
projioses a Leninist united front of all 
working class organizations as an urgent 
necessity to combat and destroy Fascism, 
lie is accused of "helping the social 
democracy". When he analyzes the 
events in Manchuria and points out that 
Japan cannot attack tbe Soviet Union 
due to its wealc position before the pow- 
erful Red army, and that the immediate 
danger is in Germany, he is again ac- 
cused of being an agent in the servier of 
Japanese imperialism. When he critic- 
izes the errors of the Five Year Plan, 
similar accusations are made. 

The Greek functionaries, loyal ser- 
vants of (heir masters, no less than they 
were faithful to Loves tone in his time, 
in their fight against the Greek comrades 
of the Left Opposition. Time and again 
could not hut apply the same methods 
through the pages of Empros, the parly 
paper, slanders describing us as enemies 
of the working class, co-workers of the 
National Herald, a capitalist sheet. The 
issues raised by our organ, Kommuntetlt, 
are thu» avoided. 

Emproa of November 26. after a repeti- 
tion of the usual slander*, announced' in 
effect' that the character of the five or 
six Greek Trotskyists has already been 
exposed in the past with the exception of 
.Sebastian Pappas, this "New hero of the 
National Herald" who wanted to enlight- 
en the German Communist Party. They 
therefore leave it to the Greek "Political' 
Bureau and the Food .Workers Union to 
expose and denounce his disruptive ac- 
tivities. 

The Empros editors kuoyv that in the 
statement to the party for which 1 was 
expelled without even a hearing:. I did 
not formulate any new ideas of mine to 
enlighten the CPG. and that I only pro- 
posed a discussion of the views of the 
Left Opposition in Germany. The re- 
mark of Empros that I wanted to enlight- 
en the CPG therefore means to say: 
"Hank and file: do not question the in- 
fallibility of the line of tbe leadership!; 
carry out orders the way I, tbe func- 
tionary, do." How is it that the Greek 
Bureau, which reprinted in the Empros, 
the statement of the District Committee 
on my expulsion, made no comment at 
that time about my alleged un-Comrounist 
conduct in. the Greek field?, and only now 
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Tbe Agrarian Problem 

"The foundation ot all highly developed 
division of labor that is brought about 
by the exchange of commodities is the 
cleavage between town and country. We 
may say that the whole economic his- 
tory of society is summarized in the de- 
velopment of this cleavage between town 
and country." {Marx, "Capital"). In the 
development of capitalism this cleavage 
occurs by the increasing subjection of 
the system of agriculture to the inten- 
sive exploitation of the town industrial- 
ists through the capitalist market. The 
utter hypocrisy of Japanese "planned" 
economy is revealed in the indescribable 
living conditions of peasant and worker 
resulting from the "blind" play of capi- 
talist economic forces. 

Status of Japanese Farming 

Half the population of Japan is still 
dependent on farming for its livelihood, 
a proportion equalled only in Italy and 
Russia. Considering the arable land only 
the density of population reaches the 
extreme figure of 1375 per square mile. 
Necessarily the land is cultivated by the 
most intensive methods to feed this over- 
crowded population. But these methods 
are still crude hand methods, human la- 
bor being the cheapest of all comoditles. 
It has been figured that whereas it re- 
quires 2 days of labor for the southern 
U. S. farmer, with the aid of a team 
of horses, to grow an acre of rice, the 
Japanese peasant gives 110 days of labor 
to this most important crop. Every Jap- 
anese peasant uses electric light but the 
mechanical farming methods of the West 
make slow headway against the poverty 
and the cheap labor and, above all, the 
small size of peasant holding. 

When, after the Restoration, the Jap- 
anese ''enclosures" occured, the feudal 
lords retained over half of the cultiv- 
ated land. Today the large landowners 
own 54 percent of the arable land With 
their portion ever growing. The "petty 
owners" of land, forming TO percent of 
the rural population, hold 2 1-2 acres on 
the average. In 1928 only 70,000 families 
out of 5 1-2 million cutllvated more than 
12 acres. . In its 1-2 acre per member of 



each rural family, Japan is woret off 
of all modern countries. 

Just as the tenant system with crop 
sharing grew out of slavery in the South, 
so this same system grew out of feudal- 
ism in Japan. In the course of the first 
twenty years of this century, the num- 
ber of tenant farmers Increased by 30 
percent. The present crisis accelerates 
the process at great speed, the area cul- 
tivated by tenants is constantly increas- 
ing, the tenantry already represents more 
than 30 percent of the farm workers. 
Bankrupt Rural Economy 

What with the scarcity of land in 
terms of demand, land rents are extreme- 
ly high. Tenants are forced to hand over 
50 to 60 percent of the crop in kind, a 
fact which gives complete control of the 
market to. the capitalist- landowner, per- 
mitting him to rig the market with ease 
against the small farmer. At least 13 
percent of the crop goes to pay for fer- 
tilizer, the rest being insufficient to sup- 
port the rural family. To make up the 
deficit created under these conditions, the 
farmer is forced to resort to extra work. 
Two million peasant families engage in 
the extremely underpaid silkworm indus- 
try, thereby doubling their income. They 
resort also to weaving, spinning, etc., 
the rural family being tbe unit of dom- 
estic economy, notoriously a sweatshop 
system. Furthermore to secure a little 
ready cash the peasant hires out his 
daughter to the textile mills or even 
sells her to the city brothels. Nearly 
half a million persons migrate from 
country to town each year, half of them 
women. However, just as in pre-revolu- 
tionary Russia, there is a constant mig- 
ration back to the vilage. Official statis- 
tics show that a quarter of those who 
return homo have tuberculosis, the terri- 
ble scourge of modern Japan. 
Mortgages 

The process of land concentration and 
peasant exploitation occurs here as else- 
where through the mortgaging of the 
land. The pea-sentry owes over 2 1-2 
billion yen to the banks. As in Amer- 
ica during the present crisis, the banks 
find it more economic, and less fraught 



with danger, to await "better times" be- 
fore foreclosing on the bankrupt farmers. 
The capitalist economic system permits 
the industrialists to fasten the burden of 
the crisis on worker and peasant. With 
the silk market completely shattered, tbe 
peasant's labor goes begging and his 
conditions of living become indescribable. 
He eats the food intended for his ani- 
mals, the seed for planting, the few cat- 
tie remaining — and then he starves mis- 
erably. 

The Solution 

"The (Japanese) peasantry in Its en- 
tirety represents an elementary rebel- 
lion." This rebellion manifests itself or- 
dinarily in Japan through tenant unions 
which fight first of all for rent reduc- 
tion. These tenant unions grew from 130 
in 1917 to 4,065 in 192G with a member- 
ship of 308,000. The tenant unions have 
the sympathy and support (sometimes 
the leadership) of the workers' unions 
In the cities. 

It was his analysis of the revolution- 
ary significance of the Russian peasant! 
that led Lenin to his concept. of the role 
of the proletariat in a democratic agrar- 
ian revolt. The peasants can be put at 
the service of the revolution only by the 
force that takes over the state power. 
The seizing of the laud and the democra- 
tic aspiratons of tbe agrarians can be 
fulfilled only through the leadership of 
the proletariat which, however, does not 
stop short at this goal but establishes 
the dictatorship of the proletariat for 
the transition from capitalism to social- 
ism. Starting from these same premises, 
Trotsky generalized and broadened the 
ideas involved, ideas primarily applica- 
ble to backward countries, and formu- 
lated in greater detail and more precise- 
ly than previously the idea of permanent 
revolution, applicable to world economy 
in such manner that a successful prole- 
tarian victory in one country becomes 
the starting point for the consolidation 
of proletarian victory in all countries. 

Japan and Russia 

It is a peculiarity of Japanese economy 
that in no other country has agriculture 
remained so backward with industry so 
advanced. Unlike Czarist Russia, Japan 
has a more powerful capitalist class In 
■close alliance, as yet, with the feudal 
landed aristocracy. This renders it more 
diflieult for the relatively weak prole- 
tariat to assume the leadership and to 
seize power in a revolution. Neverthe- 
less its role in relation to the peasantry 
must follow the broad outlines set by 
the Russian example. It 13 possible that 



Japan's evolution may folow a different 
course, but only if the vanguard of the 
working class does not organize into a 
strong Communist party ready to leadj 
workers and peasants. There are forces 
at work already to shunt the peasant re- 
volt over to pseudo-Fascist rails. Tach- 
ibana, assassin of Premier Inukai, pecu- 
liar combination pf social revolutionary 
terrorist turned fascist, reveals clearly 
tbe attempts of the military bureaucracy 
to place itself at the head of any incipi- 
ent movement of revolt on the part of 
the peasants so as to render it abortive. 
The Russian example must be the beacon 
for our Japanese comrades, showing the 
way to the only real solution! 
FEUDAL REMNANTS IN 
CAPITALISM 

The appear nee of nation-wide unem- 
ployment during the prolonged crisis in 
Japanese capitalism marks a distinct 
turning-point in its development as well 
as in that of the working class. In 1930 
there appeared tor the first time in Japan 
the Americon type of hobo, symbol of 
the end of a period of labor shortage in 
industry and the beginning of the new 
epoch of permanent unemployment. for an 
Increasing section of the proletariat. 
Japan's rising labor costs, in the face of 
low labor productivity, act increasingly 
to force rationalization, —in essence the 
use of more productive machines and less 
labor. Japan reaches the heights of mo- 
dernity ! 

Despite this up-to-dateness the rela- 
tionship between master and man, bosj 
and worker, is permeated with feudal 
remnants in unique fashon. Prior to the 
present crisis, deplte the extreme poverty 
of the villages, the peasantry avoided 
factory labor, thus creating a continual 
shortage of industrial workers. The em- 
ployers were forced to send recruiting 
agents to the farms, these agents luring 
young girls to the city by glowing oc- 
counts of city life, presents, payment of 
badly needed cash in advance to the 
parents aud advance of transportation 
money. Every year 200.000 girls were 
thuus lured to the textile mills, there 
to be kept behind locked gates in fac- 
tory dormitories. 

Over eight percent of the textile work- 
ers are women. The present Japanese 
factory laws permit children of 12 to 
work in factories and there are over 
a quarter of a million girls from 12 to 
10 at work. The exploitation of these 
women and children can be duplicated 
only by England in the early 19th cen- 
tury. Half the factories have dormitor- 



ies which "imprison" 1-5 of the men and 
over half of the women hands. The 
factory act permits a nominal workday 
of II hours for women and children but 
this is honored only in the broach. The 
dormitory permit tbe prolonging of tbe 
work-day with case. The dormitories 
are also the breeding. place of pros- 
titution fostered by the bosses. The 
food provided by the companies at 
a "nominal sum" (in reality part of the 
low wages) means slow starvation for 
rhe victims. Japanese workers do not 
sleep in beds but on mats, covered by 
quilts. A mat occupies a space three feet 
by six, this space being allotted in the 
dormitories to two or three workers. 
Overcrowding, poor food, bad sanitation, 
confinement — no wonder tuberculosis is 
the scourge of Japan! All unions make 
the demand that the dormitories be ab- 
olished or, more immediately, that food 
and sanitary conditions be improved. 

Not only in the dormitories is there 
overcrowding. It is common for two 
families, each of five persons, with board- 
ers as well, to occupy three mats in 
workers' homes. Tile infant mortality 
rate among workers' families is extreme- 
ly high. Mothers, after long hours of 
toil, cannot nurse their babies. Here we 
have the "normal'' conditions under Jap- 
anese "planned" economy. 
WAGES AND DISCHARGE 
ALLOWANCES 

The wages of men in the silk-reeling 
and cotton spinning mills average from 
1.20 to l.fiO yen a day, women receiving 
.90 to 1.00 yen per day. This meagre 
wage is augumenfed by bonuses (defer- 
red wages) granted at tbe pleasure of 
the boss and constituting an excellent 
means of defrauding workers. However, 
tbe remnants of feudal psychology have, 
up till recently, led to a recognition of 
the duty of the employer to continue the 
worker in employment. Thus if a 
worker is discharged he is granted an 
allowance amounting to a considerable 
sum in many cases. Xot oinly does this 
apply in case of discharge but even in 
strikes the bosses are obliged to pay the 
returning strikers for the time lost. In 
the famous Noda Shoyn Brewing Co, 
strike lasting for 217 days in 1927-28, 
the strike was lost but the company paid 
$190,000 to the strikers dismissed, each 
one receiving over $200 and, despite tbe 
company's refusal to reeognize the union, 
$40,000 going to the strike fund. Lat- 
terly these allowances have become a 
cheap means of avoiding any unemploy- 
ment dole. 

(To Be Continued) 



lour months later they undertake to 
expose me? It Is simply a maneuver to 
avoid lilt arguments raised in my article 
on me language sections and the trade 
unions, published in the October Kom- 
muiuHtis. 

As to the Food Workers Industrial 
Union. Immediately after my expulsion, 
when the D. C, avoided the issue I raised 
In my statement, and instead brought out 
mat I was always a '•disruptive ele- 
ment" in the fraction and the union, I 
addressed a letter to the C. P. fraction 
pointing out that I was ready to discus* 
my conduct openly with the membership 
ot the union, and for the benefit of the 
party, 1 chalenged them to a debate be- 
fore the union on Trotskyism. Up till 
now 1 have not received a reply. How- 
ever, the following facts should be »nf- 
licient to explain my conduct In the an- 
ion. 

Since the inception of the union, I was 
always in its leading committees. And 
also for years, 1 was a member of the 
leading fraction of tbe union till April 
1Sj31. when my health broke down and I 
was forced to withdraw from all activ- 
ities. In the summer of 1931, the cafe- 
teria section voluntarily collected $324 
for tbe purpose of sending me to the So- 
viet Union for recovery. On December 
of the same year, the convention of the 
union unanimously decided that I should 
be sent to the S. U. immediately at the 
unions' expenses until 1 recovered com- 
pletely. John Steuben, of the TUUC, and 
member of the D. C. of the C P district 
2, in addressing the convention said: 
i "Your decision in sending comrade Pap- 
I pas to tbe M. U. whose health ie under- 
i mined due to his activities in tbe union 
I is the highest example of your class 
solidarity' 1 . Steuben knew that I was 
for years sympathetic to the ideas of the 
lA'ft Opposition. For two days before 
the convention, this same Steuben critic- 
ized severely some comrades who dared 
to propose the Trotsky ist i'appas as sec- 
retary of the union. Why, then, did 
be not expose me ne a counter-revolution- 
ist before the convention instead of 
spoaking very highly and enthusiastically 
about ine? Do these facts show that 1 
was "always a disruptive element in tbe 
union"? 

I repeat the arguments of Kommuft- 
isfcis. The National Herald, in its efforts 
to combat the accusations of the Empros, 
so as lo appear whitewashed before the 
masses, exploits our differences In our 
criticism against the Empros, by pretend- 
ing to favor the Opposition. The Na- 
tional Herald is a bourgeois paper, the 
same as Atlimtts, and in their competition 
for business on the one hand, and their 
desire to win over Greek workers, to 
their respective iioiitical groups, on the 
other, will resort to any methods to ac- 
complish their goal. The duty of the 
Empros is to reveal the reactionary char- 
acter of both papers. Instead the sil- 
ence with respect to tbe Atlantis which 
lately poses as a workers' friend stren- 
gthens its influence among the Greek 
workers. On the other hand, the arti- 
cles written in the Empros by Alex H Ik- 
res, for an entire period against the 
National Herald, in some cases was harm- 
ful to the Greek workers in that they 
spread illusions as to the justice of the 
capitalist courts, etc. Time and again, 
the Greek bureau quoted Lenin and Las- 
salle In the Empnos to the effect that 
when tbe bourgeoisie appraise the posi- 
tion of some revolutionist in a favorable 
light, he, the revolutionist, must be dan- 
gerous to the working class. This is true. 
Does it follow, therefore that when a 
dissatisfied petit-bourgeois writer speaks 
in favor of the Soviet Union, or when a 
theatrical company imports Russian film 
for business purposes, are shown to the 
masses and consequently benefits tbe So- 
viet, State — docs it mean that the Soviet 
.State ceases to be the Fatherland of the 
working class? Far from it. The poli- 
tically headless petit-bourgeoisie will 
take almost any position that is of some 
profit to themselves. To make the 
above point clearer to the Greek bureau, 
let us take up the question of Vassardakis, 
with which they are very well acquainted. 
Didn't he shift his position towards the 
Empros when he clashed with the Na- 
tional Herald clique and is extremely 
friendly with you? Does not this indic- 
ate the character of this petit-bourge- 
ois? Unfortunately, Vassardakis was 
permitted to use the pages of the Emprofi 
for his own satisfaction. 

However, the quotations from Lenin 
and Lassallc apply fully to Stalin and his 
policies. For tbe official press of the 
bourgeoisie, like the 1SE. Y. Times, through 
its foreign representative Duranty, is in 
agreement with Stalinist policies as 
aganst Trotsky; while the leader of the 
Left Opposition, comrade Trotsky, exiled 
In Prlukipo by secret agreement between 
Kemal Pnsba and Stalin, Is refused a 
visa to all bourgeois countres. This 
fact alone shows the violent hostility of 
the bourgeoisie against the Left Opposi- 
tion. If Trotsky is what the Stalinists 
call him, then it would be a simple mat- 
ter to convince the workers by a public 
debate in which both sides would hare 
the opportunity to present their respec- 
tive standpoints. But this is something 
the Stalinists dare not undertake. 

They lie when they say that Trotsky's 
views have been settled and that they 
will not debate those who "have no 
masses behind them," Then why this 
incessant, Increasing campaign in the 
party press against the Left Opposition. 
The Greek militants can no longer allow 
Vassardaltises to use the Empros for 
their satisfaction. Empros must become 
a genuine Communist paper. In the or- 
gan iza tion of the unorganized, as well au 
in all tho other great tasks facing the 
revolutionary movement, Empros must 
take the Initiative. This is the role at a 
Communist paper. 

—SEBASTIAN PAPPAS, 
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(Continued from, page 1) 
measure la purely * parliamentary 
legislative one. It 'is not so much its 
proposed scheme of insurance upon a 
state basis, although it absolves the 
federal government from responsibility, 
which is important. No, it is rather 
tne tact that these officials can now 
foresee the possibility o£ capitalism 
actually beeing 'compelled to accede to 
a measure oi unemployment insurance. 
They therein re found it necessary to 
give allegiance, at least in words. Aim 
what With the traditional. A. F. of L 
" non-part isan" political policy— which 
objectively ie partisan to capitalism— 
aa a legislative proposal only it can 
mean nothing tout a continuation or 
begging capitalist politicians for favors. 
The working class, however, from a 
long range perspective, is confronteu 
not only with the question of the neces- 
sity of obtaining tins measure, it i.. 
confronted much mure de finitely wit.i 
the question of strengthening its cltisa 
position in the struggle for this im- 
mediate objective. 

Toward Social Reformism 

That the official A. F. of L. direc- 
tion is making a bend toward sooai 
reformism is only further substantiated 
by the tact that the Cincinnati conven- 
tion also went on record against tuo 
sales tax. It was branded as a d_vicc 
to soak the poor and then lor goon 
measure tne convention went t.n record 
to soak the rien by a proposal Eur in- 
creased income and iiilieiuaiiue taxa- 
tion. But that this bend is essentially 
With the objective ot more effective 
opposition to the advance oi com- 
munism was very well attested to in 
the unanimous greeting of the remarks 
of the American Legion national cjiii- 
mander before the convention. He pro- 
claimed that the Legion and the A. F 
of L. would have to do the bulk of the 
fighting against Communism. 

In this connection it is necessary 
again to examine the approach of tha 
official party leadership to the trad<; 
unions on the question of relief measures 
for the unemployed, in that respect, tni. 
same as in regard to the general work- 
ing class problems, it has proven tru.. 
to its Centrist position. It has sown 
confusion and harm, combining th; 
adventurists policy of isolation from tne 
unions with a lagging behind, dragged 
at the rear of events. The party lead- 
ership did not approach the unions a; 
living organisms, subject to change.* 
dictated by the economic structuru 
Within which they function. The party 
leadership did not at all press f,rwar.i 
endeavoring to take its part in determ- 
ine and speeding the direction of Urn 
change. When it should have b'--eii 
pressing relentlessly upon the A F oJ 
L. and its leadership for a united 
Struggle for (jnemployment relief i i 
continued the opposite course of seek- 
ing to withdraw these act.vities from 
the unions. Tuday when the party 
should be in the midst of building up 
strong Left wing groups with.n the A 
F of L in preparation for the coming 
serious battles, it is still way behind, 
agitating from the outside in a manner 
which widens the separation of the 
vanguard from the trade unions. Mean- 
wh.le, this has facilitated the efforts O! 
the A F of L officialdom to again 
reinforce its position of domination over 
the rank and file membership by giving 
paper allegiance to progressive me- 
asures. 

Are there Signs of Coming Struggles? 

Outstanding today is the fact of the 
general trade union retreat in face of 
wage cuts, ail along the line. Practically 
throughout, the officials have been the 
most active sponsors for accep anee on 
the general plea of hard times for in- 
dustry and easy replacement of labor. 
But within the general retreat there 
are sufficient indications of what is 
coming. It is established by the iaet o[ 
union membership refusal to accept 
wage cuts and strikes despite the easy 



conditions of labor replacement, as well 
as by the fact of oppositions crystalliz- 
ing against attempted official sell-outs. 
Throughout the southern textile fields 
there have been during the recent 
months a wave of strikes against the 
inhuman conditions under which unskil- 
led workers reach as low as (6.00 weak- 
ly wages. Thus while labor i* still 
cheap in the south, the additional 
bourbon iboats of it being contented de- 
finitely belongs to the past. 

'Undoubtedly the officialdom consid- 
ers as a bad omen certain rumblings ot 
revolt amongst unions of the skilled 
crafts. Therefore they feel the neces- 
sity of stopping a little livelier. In the 
New York Typographical local, the 
"Big Six," very strong opposition dev- 
eloped to the international president 
Howard's proposal to accept a wage 
cut. In the big electricians' local num- 
ber refused to accept a wage cut 
sponsored by the officials. And to 
register their opppsition further they 
carried 'through to victory their fight 
against the reactionary local machine 
of president Frank Wilson, despite its 
Support from the international office. 
Hut largest of all is looming on the 
horizon of future indications the revolt 
of the Illinois coal miners. 

These manifestations are small but 
they point to much more serious clash- 
es with the continuing wage cuts and 
the ever more persistent demands from 
the employers for new and additional 
cuts. The large centralized banking 
corporations not only make these de- 
mands in more definite terms upon the 
interlocking industrial concerns but 
I hey also press the government into 
action, from the federal down to the 
municipalities. Hoover has already re- 
sponded, setting an example in his mes- 
sage to congress, advocating a wage 
cut for all federal employees down to 
the lowest brackets, where it hits the 
hardest, to those earning $1,000 yearly. 

The Six Hour Day Slogan 

We have often repeated the conten- 
tion that as a means of issuing out of 
the crisis the American capitalists will 
resort to further lowering of I.ving Th? 
proof of this contention is at hand. This 
proof forms a part of our conclusion of 
coming: serious struggles. Ajid. Lt is 
important to remember, that, though 
yet in retreat, the American workers 
have not been defeated. On the con- : 
trary. They can fully be depended upon ( 
to put their strength to the test in ■ 
battle. It is in this connection that 
real attention must be paid to the pro- i 
posal adopted by the A F. of L con- 
vention for the -six hour day, the Ave 
day weois, without reduction of pay. 

As already mentioned, the resolutions 
adopted are only a paper allegiance so 
far as the reactionary leaders are con- 
cerned. Towards them it is necessary 
to be more vigilant and more watchful 
than ever. Not only to watch their 
resolutions but also to watch their 
fingers. Yet the resolution is of enjr- 
mous importance both in respect to the 
condition which called for its adaption 
and in respect to the opportunity It 
offers. There is the possibility of mak. 
ing it a real live slogan, of 'making it 
a central slogan which will help to turn 
the workers' retreat into its opposite, 
into the direction of the offensive. From 
this we can begin to perceive the enor- 
mous significance of this slogan from 
the standpoint of class relations, that 
is when this slogan is really taken up 
seriously and actively and pressed for- 
ward by the revolutionists and militants. 

Even in what is indicated by the ac- 
ceptance of the six hour day at Cin- 
cinatti, and despite how little it is 
taken serious by its sponsors, there 
is nevertheless a powerful substantia- 
tion of the correctness of the Left Op- 
postion in proposing it as a central 
slogan. But what will it mean to th^ 
Stalinist leaders of the official party? 
Will, they insist that the A. F of L 
hnreaucrats should make a little step 
backward and give lip service instead 



to a proposal for the seven hour day? 
It would be inconceivable to think that 
the party leaders should not want to 
have the trade unions adopt their 
slogans. The chief " theoretician," 
browder, last year, in arguing against 
our advocacy of the six hour day slogan, 
said that as against that the slosan for 
the seven hour day leads in the direc- 
tion of the " revolutionary working 
class solution" of the unemployment 
problem. But why there is such a 
uistinction, he failed entirely to make 
dear. And the reason is because it 
cannot be made clear. It cannot be de- 
fended any more 'than the general false 
Stalinist views of policy for the revolu- 
tionary and working class movement can 
ue defended. 

But the Stalinist party leaders havo 
made the additional mistake of obscur- 
ing the shorter workday proposal In its 
present program of immediate demands. 
Is that accidental, or is that a part oi 
their general failure to pursue a strategy 
in which the slogans of today become 
preparations for the struggles of tomor- 
row ? Are they content to leave that 
field entirely to the whims of reactio- 
nary trade union leaders and the social 
reformists? Are they content to let that 
slogan rest in Green's hands? That 
That would mean leaving it in the hands 
of the agents of the class enemy. 

Green spoke strong words in its favor 
at the Cincinatti convention. He spoke 
for strikes to secure this measure. 
Other worthies seconded him. Is it 
then not time now to begin to call them 
to the test in action before the work- 
ing class whom they are supposed to 
lead? The method by which to do this 
is through the building of a Left wing 
movement within the A F. of L. The 
very least that this A F. of L. con- 
vention action should call for from the 
Communists is to undertake now and 
in earnest the task of arousing the labor 
movement as a whole to an actual 
struggle for the six hour day, the five 
day week, with no reduction of pay. 
— ARNE SAWBBCK 



L Trotsky—Bonapartism in Germany 



Wcisbord and the Hunger March 



In the struggle between the Stalinist 
faction of the party and the Left Opposi- 
tion on the question of correct policy 
In the Hunger March, the Left Opposi- 
tion has carried on a fight in the most 
important lurge cities as reported in the 
Militant. Weisbord issued a leaflet to 
the New York Ratification Conference 
and signed the leaiiet, -'Communist 
League of Struggle, (Adhering to the 
International (Trotsky) Opposition]". 
The position of Weisbord is false an.i 
has nothing in common with the position 
of the Left Opposition. 

Many workers confused this leaflet and 
the Insane policy advocated with that of 
the Communist League of America. The 
bureaucrats knew the difference bu. 
cleverly utilized the leaflet to -expose 
the program of the Left Opposition". If 
this leaflet represented the program of 
our American section we would deserve 
condemnation. 

The following are several of the out- 
standing mistakes of the leaflet. More 
mistakes in a one page leaflet are diffi- 
cult to conceive of. 

According to Weisbord, "The present 
March cannot merely be an 'exposure' of 
the government. To a considerable ex- 
tent thl3 has already been done." The 
"considerable extent" to which "the gov- 
ernment has been exposed*', in Weis- 
bord's mind, will he best seen from the 
Infantile Leftism of the "concrete" pro- 
posals he makes later on. 

Weisbord makes the astonishing "de- 
mand for the nationalization of the key 
Industries, for the opening of factories 
under workers control so that the neces- 
sary prducts can be turned over to un- 
ssaployed and starving workers." This 



demand at this stage of class relations 
in the United States falls outside the 
bounds of Communist demands and plays 
into the hands of class collaborations m. 
Anyone who avocates the nationalization 
of industry and workers control of in- 
dustries in the present condition of the 
United .Stales has forgotten, or did not 
know the most elementary education of 
(he Communists, let alone that of the 
Left Opposition. 

The leaflets demands "A great demon- 
stration in Washington threatening dras- 
tic action by the masses should the de- 
mands be turned down." Weisbord 
wants us to threaten drastic action. Good, 
But what action? He answers by say- 
ing that "A call for a national general 
strike to take place on the date set for 
Congress to act to put pressure on Con- 
gress and to support the Hunger March, 
should be issued by the Hunger March- 
ers in Washington." A general strike, a 
national general strike to be called, not 
by organized unions or mass movement 
or by the party but by the Hunger March- 
ers I A general strike is a class weapon 
of first importance but when played 
with, as it is by Weisbord, it becomes a 
mistake of first magnitude — an adven- 
lurisfic piece of ultra-Leftism proposed 
out of all relationship to the actual sit- 
uation and the state of mind and organi- 
zation of the masses. 

This leaflet and these ideas are part 
of the program and base upon which 
Weisbord wants to base his "mass work". 
Stalinism has its brand of "mass work". 
The American section of the Interna- 
tional Left Opposition will continue its 
activity toward greater class actlvty, but 
always upon (he basis of Marxian pol- 
icial. 



PAMPHLETS "WANTED 

We are now completely out of the 
Bound Volumes of comrade Trotsky's 
pamphlets. But the demand still con- 
tinues. This leaves us no choice but to 
make another attempt to bind some more. 
This is where the difficulty comes in. 
As you remember we advertized the 
Bound Volumes as containing some pam- 
phlets that were out of print and unob- 
tainable except in these Bound Volumes. 
That was true. But now that the Bound 
Volumes are all gone, these pamphlets 
are mi obtainable anywhere, even by us. 

In order to bind additional sets we 
need the fololwing pamplets: The Draft 
Program; The Turn in the C. I.; Germany 
—the Key to the International Situation; 
and World t'n-snjployment and (he Five 
Year Plan, It our comrades will send 
the-;e pamphlets to us we will be able to 
go ahead with the hit ding. We need lots 
of them The more we receive the more 
we will be able to hind. 

We ask for these pamphlets on the 
following terms. We are absolutely un- 
able to pay for them with money. We 
c:m issue credit slips for the amount of 
the pamphlets against any accompanying 
or future order that the comrade may 
make. But these orders must be for 
literature. We are strongly against ap- 
plying them to sub extensions and re- 
newals. And the pamphlets must be in 
;;ood condition. 



(Continued from page 1) 
First, was not a "bonapartist" one, not 
only because Napoleon himself was a 
doubtful Buonapart by blood, but also be- 
cause his relations to classes, especially 
to the peasantry and to the lumpen-pro- 
letariat was not at all the same as that 
of Napoleon the First. Moreover, classi- 
cal bonapartism grew out of the epoch 
of gigantic war victories, which the sec- 
ond Empire did not know at all. But If 
we should look for the repitition of all 
the traits of bonapai'tlsm, we will find 
that bonapartism is a one-time unrepeata- 
tive occurence, that means that in gen- 
eral bonapartism does not exist but that 
there once was a general Bonapart, 
born in Corsica. The matter stands no 
different with liberalism and with all 
other generalized terms of history. 
When one speaks by analogy of bona- 
partism, it is necessary to state precisely 
which of its traits found their fullest 
expression under present historical 
conditions. 

Present-day German bonapartism has a 
very complex and so to say combined 
character. The government of Papen 
would hove been impossible without 
Fascism. But Fascism is not in power. 
And the government of Papen is not Fasc- 
ism, On the other hand, the govern- 
ment of Papen, at any rate in its pre- 
sent form, would have been impossible 
without Hindenburg, who inspite of the 
final prostration of Germany in the war, 
signifies in the memory of wide masses 
great victories of Germany and symbol- 
izes the army. The second election of 
Hindenburg had all the characteristics 
of a "plebiscite". Many millions of 
workers, petty bourgeois and peasants 
(Social -democracy and Centre) voted tor 
Hindenburg. They did not see in him! 
any one political program. They wanted - 
iirst of all to avoid civil war and raised | 
Hindenburg on their shoulders as a su- j 
per-arbiter, as an arbitration judge of , 
the nation. But precisely this is the: 
most important function of bonapartism: i 
raising itself over the two struggling: 
camps in order to preserve property and j 
order, it -suppresses civfl war, or pre- 
cedes it, or does not allow it to rekindle. 
Speaking of Papen we cannot forget Hin- 
denburg on whom reels the sanction of 
the social democracy. The combined 
character of German bonapartism ex- 
pressed itself in the fact that the dema- 
gogic work of catching the masses for 
Hindenburg was performed by two big 
independent parties : the social democracy 
and national socialism. If they are both 
astonished :it the results of their work 
this does not change the matter one 
whit. 

The social democracy asserts that Fasc- 
ism is the product ot communism. This 
is correct in so far as there would have 
been no necessity at all in Fascism with-, 
out the sharpening of the class struggle,' 
without (he revolutionary proletariat, 
without the crisis of capitalist society.) 
The flunkeish theory of Weils-Gilferding- j 
Otto Bauer has no other meaning. Yes,) 
Fascism is a reaction of bourgeois society | 
to the threat of proletarian revolution. I 
But precisely because this threat is not, 
an imminent one today, that the ruling 
classes make an attempt to get along 
without a civil war by the medium of a 
bonapartist dictatorship. 

Objecting to our charcterization of the 



government of Ilindenburg-Pnpen-Scblei- 
cher, the Brandlerites refer to Marx and 
express thereby an ironic hope that his 
authority may aiso have weight with us. 
It is difficult to be made fools of in a 
more flagrant manner (?). The fact Is 
that Marx and Engels wrote not only 
of bonapartism of the two Bonaparts but 
also of other species thereof. Beginning, 
it seems, with the year 1804, they have 
likened not once the "national" regime 
of Bismark to French bonapartism. And 
this in spite of the fact that Bismark 
was not a pseudo-radical demogogue and 
so far as we know, was not supported by 
the peasantry. The Iron Chancellor was 
not raised to power as a result of a 
plebiscite, but was duly appointed by his 
legitimate and hereditary king. And 
never-the-less Marx and Engels are right. 
Bismark made us in a bonapartist fashion 
of the antagonism between the propertied 
classes, and the rising proletariat, over- 
coming in this way the antagonism 
within the two propertied classes, be- 
tween the Junkerdom and the bourgeoisie, 
and raised a military-police apparatus 
over Ihe nation. The policy of Bismark 
is that very tradition to which the 
"theoreticians" of present German bona- 
partism refer. True, Bismark solved in 
his fashion the problem of German unity, 
of ihe external greatness of Germany. 
Papen however so far only promises to ob- 
tain for Germany "equality" on the in- 
h'rnational arena. Not a small differ-) 
ence! But we were not trying to prove! 
that the bonapartism of Papen is of the 
same calibre as the bonapartism of Bw- 
ark. Napoleon the Third was also only 
a parody of his pretended uncle. 

The reference to Marx as seen has a 
slovenly character. That Thalheimer 
does not understand ihe dialectic's of 
Marxism we suspected long ago. But, 
we must admit, we thought that at least 
he knew the texts of Marx and Kngeis. 
We take this opportunity to correct our 
mistake. 

Our charcteristic of the presidential 
government rejected by the Brandlerites 
received a very brilliant confirmation 
from a very unexpected and in itj way 
"authoritative" source. With regard to 
the dissolution of the "Jive-day" Reich- 
stag DAZ (Deutsche Allegemeine Zeit- 
ung — organ of heavy industry) quoted on 
August 28th in a long article the work 
of Marx "The 18th Bruraaire" — for 
what purpose? No more and no less than 
in support of the historical and political 
rights of Ihe president to put his boot 
on the neck of peoplo's representation. 
The organ of heavy industry risked at 
a difficult moment drinking from the poi- 
soned wells of Marxism. With a re- 
markable adroitness the paper takes from 
the immortal pamphlet a long quotation 
explaining how and why the French 
president as the incarnation of the '"na- 
tion" obtained a preponderance over the 
split up parliament. The same article 
of the DAZ reminds very apropos how in 
the spring of 18S0 Bismark developed a 
plan for a most suitable governmental 
change. Napoleon the Third and Bis- 
mark as forerunners of presidential gov- 
ernment are called by the right name by 
the Berlin newspaper which in August] 
at least played the role of an official or-; 
gan. 

To quote "The 18th Brumaire of Louis 
Napoleon" in reference to the "July 20th ' 



of von Papen" is of course very risky 
since Marx characterized the regime of 
-Napoleon in the most acid terms as the 
regime of adventurists, crooks and pimps. 
Actually DAIS could be brought to pun- 
ishment for a malicious slander of the 
government. But if we should leave 
aside this indriect inconvenience, there 
remains nevertheless the doubtless fact 
tbat the historic instinct brought DAZ to 
the proper place. Unfortunately one can 
not say the same of the theoretical wls- 
aoin of Thalheimer. 

Bonapartism of the era of the decline 
of capitalism differs widely trom bona- 
partism of the era of ascension of bour- 
geois society. German bonapartism is 
not supported directly by the petty bour- 
geoisie of the country and village, and 
inis is not accidental. Precisely there- 
tore we wrote at one time of the weak- 
itetiS of the government of Papen which 
noltls ou only by the neutralization of two 
camps : the proletariat and the fascist*. 

But behind Papen stand the great 
landowners, iinance capital, general*— so 
rejoin other "Marxists". Do not the 
propertied classes in itself present a 
grc:it force? This argument proven once 
more tbat it is much easier to understand 
class relations in their general sociol- 
ogical outline than in a concrete histor- 
ical form. Yes, immediately behind 
Papen stand the propertied heights and 
they oniyl precisely therein is contained 
the cause of his weakness. 

Under the conditions of present-day 
capitalism a government which would 
not be the agency of finance capital is 
in general impossible. But of all possi- 
ble agencies the government of Papen is 
the least stable one. If the ruling classes 
could rule directly, they would have no 
need either of parliamentarism, or of so- 
cial democracy, or of Fascism. The gov- 
ernment of Papen reveals too clearly 
finance capital, leaving it even without 
the aanetified ordered by the 

Prussian commissar Brakht. Just be- 
cause the extra-party, "national" govern- 
ment is in fact able to speak only in th* 
name of the social heights, capital is 
ever more careful not to identify itself 
with the government of Papen. DAZ 
wants to find for the presidential govern 
ment support in the national-Boeiallst 
masses and in the language of ultima- 
tums demands of Papen a bloc with Hit- 
ler which means capitulation to him. 

In evaluating the "strength" of the pre- 
sidential government we must not forget 
the circumstance, that if finance capital 
stand behind Papen, this does not at all 
mean that it falls together with him. Fin- 
ance capital has innumerably more possi- 
bilities than Uindenburg-Papen-Schleich- 
cr. In case of the sharpening of contra- 
dictions there remains the reserve of 
pure Fascism. In case of the lowering 
of contradictions one will maneuver un- 
til the time when the proletariat puts Its 
knee on its chest. For how long Papen 
will maneuver the near future will show. 

Those lines will appear in the press 
when the new elections to the Reichstag 
w ill have already passed. The bona- 
partist nature of the "anti- French" gov- 
ernment of Papen will inevitably reveal 
itself with a new force, but also its weak- 
ness. We will take this up again In due 
lime. 
Prinkipo, October 30, 1932. 

— L. TROTSKT. 
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SovietEconomy in Danger 

The Situation on the Eve of the Second Five Year Plan 



(Continued from last issue) , 

But one of the most important dispro- 
portions consists in the fact that the 
availability of money. In the language 
of monetary circulation, this is what Is 
called Inflation. In the language of' 
planned economy this signifies exagger- 
ated plans, Incorrect division of forces 
and means, in particular, between the 
production of objects for consumption and 
the production of means for production. 

From that time when the correlation 
of prices began to turn against the city, 
the latter safe-guarder itself by "freez- 
ing" the goods, i. e., they were simply 
not put into circulation, but kept in hand 
to be distributed bureaucratically. This 
signified that only teh percunaryi shadow 
of the scissors had closed its blades, 
while their material disproportion still 
remained- But the peasant is little inter- 
ested in shadows. The absence of com- 
modities has pushed him and continues 
to push him in the direction of a strike 
in breadstuff's: he does not want to part 
with hie grain for money. 

Not having become a matter of simple 
and profitable exchange for both sides, 
the provision of foodstuffs and agricul- 
tural raw material has remained as hith- 
erto "a political campaign", "militant 
drive", requiring each time the mobili- 
zation of the State and party apparatus. 
"Many kolkhobes", Pravda cautiously re- 
ports (September 26), "resist the col- 
lection of grain, hiding their stocks,". 
We know what the word "many" signi- 
fies in such a context. If the exchange 
between the village and the city were ad- 
vantageous, then the peasants would have 
no cause whatever to "hide their stocks"; 
but if the exchange is not advantageous, 
i. e., if it takes the form of compulsory 
transfer, then all the kolkhozes, and not 
"many" as well as the individual pro- 
prietors. The duties of the peasants In 
supplying meat provsions are officially in- 
vested at presnt with the character of 
a natural tax in kind, with all the en- 
suing repressive consequences. The eco- 
nomic results of the 100 percent col- 
lectivization ade designated much more 
correctly by these facts than by the bald 
statistics of aoileetl vised hectares. 

Tits fact tbat ■•vara laws wet* passed 



against spoliation of socialist property 
sufficiently characterizes the extent of 
the evil, the gist of which, In the village, 
consists in the fact t hat the peasant 
strives to direct his grain not into the 
socialist, but the capitalist channels. The 
prices on the speculative market are high 
enough to justify the rise of capital pun- 
ishment. What part of the foodstuffs is 
diverted into the channels of speculation? 

In the Volga-Caspian fish trust, it Is 
reckoned that 20 percent of the catch goss 
to the private market. "And how much 
really does go?" asks Pravda skeptically. 
In the rural economy the percentage of 
the drain should be considerably higher. 
But even 20 percent means hundreds of 
millions of poods of bread. Repressions 
may become inevitable measures of self- 
preservation. But they cannot replace 
the establishment of the link, they do 
not create the economic foundation for 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, and 
they do not even guarantee the provi- 
sion of foodstuffs. 

The authorities, therefore, could not 
stop merely with repressions alone. In. 
the struggle for foodstuffs and raw ma-! 
terials they found themselves compelledj 
to order the city to liberate the village. \ 
While in the cities, particularly in the 
provinces, the State and cooperative 
stores have become depleted. 

The balance of "the link" with the 
village during this year has not as yet 
been taken. But the trading channels 
of the cities are exhausted. "We gavs 
more goods to the village," said Kagan- 
ovich in Moscow on October 8, "and, if 
I may use the expression, we have of- 
fended the city." The expression Is ab- 
solutely permisable: the cities and indus- 
trial districts have been offended, i. »., 
the workers.* 



* In 1929, Preobrazhensky, justifying 
his capitulation, prophesied that with 
the aid or the Sovkhozes and the Kolk- 
hozes, the party would force the kulak 
to his knees within 2 years. Four years 
have elapsed. And waht have we? If 
not the kulak — he has been "put out of 
commission" — then the strong middle- 
man has forced Soviet trade to its knees, 
compelling it to attend th* workws. As 



The Conditions and Methods of 

Planned Economy , 

Of what sort are the organs of con-' 
structing and applying the plan? What 
are the methods of checking and regulat-; 
ing it? What are the conditions for its , 
success? j 

Three systems must be subjected in 1 
this connection to a brief analysis: (1) 
special state organs, i. e., the hierarch-' 
leal system of plan commissions, in the 
center, as well as locally; (2) trade, as 
a system of market regulation; (3) So- 
viet democracy, as a system of living 
reaction of the masses upon the struc- 
ture of economy. 

If there existed the universal mind, 
that projected itself into the scientific ■ 
fancy of Laplace ; a mind that would re- [ 
gister simultaneously ail the processes of ! 
nature and of society, that could measure ', 
the dynamics of their motion, that could' 
forecast the results of their inter-reac-| 
tions, such a miud, of course, could s [ 
priori draw up a faultless and an ex- 1 
haustive economic plan, beginning with ! 
the number of hectares of wheat and ' 
down to the last button for a vest. In .' 
truth, the bureaucracy often conceives' 
that just such a mind is at its disposal;' 
that is why it so easily frees itself from ! 
th* control of the market and of Soviet 
democracy. But, in reaiity, the bureau- 
cracy errs frightfully in its apprfasal of 
its spiritual resources. In its creafive- 
ness, It is obliged perforce, in actual per- 
formance, to defend upon the propor- 
tions (and with equal justice one may 
say, the disproportions) it has inherited 
from capitalist Russia- upon the data of 
the economic structure of contemporary 
capitalist nations; and finally, upon the 
experience of successes and mistakes of 
the Soviet economy itself. But even the 
most correct combination of all these 
elements will allow only of constructing! 
a most imperfect wire skeelton of a plan, '• 
and not more. 

The innumerable living participants of 
economy, State as well as private, col- \ 
lective as well as individual, must give , 
notice of their needs and of their rela- ' 
tive strength not only through tie stat- 1 
Istical determinations of plan commis- 
sions but by the direct pressure of sup- 
ply and demand. The plan is checked 
and, to a considerable measure, realized 
through the market. The regulation of 
the market itself must depend upon the 



we see it, Preobrazhensky himself, in 
any event, was much too hasty in getting 
down on his knees before the Stalinist 
bureaucracy. 



tendencies that are brought out through 
its medium. The blueprints produced by 
the offices must demonstrate their econ- 
omc expediency through commercial cal- 
culation. The system of transitional 
economy is unthinkable without the con- 
trol of the rouble. This presupposes, in 
its turn, that the rouble equals itself. 
Without a firm mometary unit, commer- 
cial accounting can only increase tne 
chaos. 

The processes of economic construc- 
tion are not as yet taking place within 
a classless society. The questions relat- 
ing to the allotment of the national In- 
come compose the central Shaft of th* 
plan. It shifts with the direct develop- 
ment of the cb.ss-st niggle and that of 
social groups, and among them, the vari- 
ous strata of the proletariat itself. These 
are the most important social and econ- 
omic questions : the link between the 
city and the village, i. e., the balance be- 
tween that which industry obtains from 
rural economy and that which it supplies 
to it; the interrelation between accumu- 
lation and consumption, between the fund 
for capital construction and the fund for 
labor wages ; the regulation of wages 
for various categories of labor (skilled 
and unskilled workers, government em- 
ployees, specialists the managing bu- 
reaucracy) : and finally, the allotment of 
that share of national Income which 
falls to the village, between the various 
strata of the peasantry— all these ques- 
tions by their very nature do not allow 
of the a priori decisions of the bureau- 
cracy, that has fenced itself off from 
the interference of interested millions. 

The struggle between living interests, 
as the fundamental factor of planning, 
leads us into the domain of polities, 
which is concentrated economics. The 
instrument of the social groups of Soviet 
society are (should be): the Soviets, 
the trade unions, the co-operatives, and 
first of all the ruling party. Only through 
the inter -reaction of the three elements, 
State planning, the market, and Soviet 
democracy, can be realized the correct 
management of the economy of the transi- 
tional epoch, and only thus can be as- 
sured—not the complete surmounting of 
contradictions and disproportions within 
a few years (this is Utopia!)— but their 
mitgation, and, through just that, the 
strengthening of the material bases of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat until 
the moment when a new and victorious 
revolution will widen the arena of ao- 
eialist planning and will reconstruct th* 
system. 

(To b» osnttaued) 
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A Million to Be Expelled I 

The New Stalinist Plan for «Pursing» the Russian Party Ranks 

Tins Now York Times of December 27/ prevent it from stuffing the party in so 



informs us in Moscow dispatch from 
Wullor Duranty, the correspondent 
whose services it commands in partner- 
ship with the Stalinist apparatus, of a 
new event impeding in tiie Soviet Un- 
ion. 

"Nearly a million members of the 
Communis! party may be deprived of 
their membership rights in the coining 
months, when Joseph Stalin follows tho 
example wet by Lenin and purges the 
organization uf undesirable elements. 
The party itself has a little more than 
3,000,000 members. . . .The party has 
grown ioo fust, and many of its mem- 
bers, I hough loyal, are undisciplined. 
Many, though loyal ami disciplined, are 
ignorant ami unlit for the leadership to 
which Lenin destined tliem. Some are 
not even loyal and have broken discip- 
line. Only today the newspaper Pravda 
reports the expulsion and arrest of nine 
Communists, Ukrainian district leaders, 
who had made common cause with the 
kulak enemy, and I here are similar cases 
from the Caucasus to Siberia, in 1021, 
when Lenin purged the party, wolves in 
sheep's clothing, the blind leading the 
blind, lit; called them, anil Stalin will 
follow his hard example.'' 



promiscuous and indiscriminate a man- 
ner as to burst its firmness, its mobility, 
its vanguard character. Particularly in 
recent years, this plebiscitary decomposi- 
tion of the party has taken on the most 
disastrous forms. The working force of 
whole factories — composed in large part 
of backward workers whom 17-18 years 
of world war and two revolutions did not 
impel to join the party! — was obliged to 
enter the party by purely administrative 
means. In this whole job of eliminating 
the vanguard character of the party, 
i. e., of eliminating that feature which 
makes it the party of the proletariat, 
the Stalinist apparatus has been careful 
to strengthen its own bureaucratic posi- 
tion. For to the same degree that the 
party was being dissolved into the class, 
the upper stratum of the party dissolved 
the bonds which connected it with the 
party ranks, and raised itself above and 
beyond them. 

Dissolving the Party 

For all of this the proletarian dicta- 
torship is paying a heavy priee today. 
The idea conceived in the distorted mind 
of the bureaucrat that a socialistic^ lly 
planned economv could be carried out 

by 



The gratuitous reference to Lenin was ( 1|y 11!m , ]y administrative means, 
undoubtedy furnished Dnranty by the' ,., immalld| aJKi without the direct and 
liaison officer in the Stalinist^ Agit-l'rop' g(!miil „, participation, the real control, 

the real initiative of the masses— which 



THE MILITANT MUST 
BE SAVED.* 

An Appeal oF the National Committee of the League 



department. For in reality, there is no 
natural cornier! ion between the purging 
of the party carried' Ihrough in Lenin's 
day and the one being planned today, in 
which an estimated third of the ]>arly 
membership is to be expelled. 

An Involuntary Ail miss ion 

The mere observation that in the six- 
teenth year of the Bolshevik revolution, 
one third of the party membership must 
be turned out, is itself a crushing in- 
dictment of the whole system introduced 
into the party hy the Stalinist appar- 
atus. 

How did Lenin carry through the 
cleansing of the party daring his period 
of leadership? The key to the situation 
at that lime us well as to Lenin's ap- 
proach to the problem is indicated by 
bis famous proposal that nine-tenths of 
the Mensheviks and Social Revolution- 
ists who joined the Bolshevik party af- 
ter the revolution, should bo expelled 
forthwith 1 The difference now is that 
Stalin has been carrying through the 
purgings at the other end. 

Under the Centrist regime, the bureau- 
cracy has been swelled to enormous pro- 
portions. Into its ranks have been in- 
jected all the Menshevik elements who 
"discovered" the Bolshevik revolution 
after it was already firmly established 
and consequently "respectable'", whereas 
the organizers and leaders of the revolu- 
tion and the Comintern have been sim- 
ultaneously ejected from the party. For 
t tie Tratskys, Iiakovskys, Muralovs and 
Sosnovskys who were expelled from the 
party, the Stalin machine substituted 
such organic anti- Bolsheviks as Chubar, 
ilartinov, Saslavsky, Rafes — to say noth- 
ing of the bourgeois sabotagers like 
Ramzin, Gvoman, Kondratiev and Co. 

Coincidental with this process and in- 
separable from it, the party lias been 
systematically dissolved into the class 
as a whole, reduced to an amporhous, 
inert mass. When tiie Opposition de- 
manded from 1024 onwards that the pro- 
letarian composition of the party be de- 
cisively strengthened, the bureaucracy 
raised a hue and cry against it on the 
grounds that the party would be swelled 
into a huge membership. This did not 



ean lie assured only under a regime of 
workers' democracy — has proved to be 
false to the roots and pernicious in its 
consequences. This necessary workers' j 
democracy must start in the party, which 
leads the class. But that is precisely 1 
where the trouble lies. The party, shot 1 
through with alien elements, is hacked 
to bits. Its restoration as a party. 



pulsing, breathing, thinking, acting audi 
controlling its executives, is the burn- 
ing need of the moment. 

A letter from Moscow, written to- 
wards the end of November, will eerve! 
to give an insight into the real situation : , 
"Yes, many things have changed in re-i 
cent weeks. The dominant feature of 
the situation remains the shaking of the' 
personal position of Stalin. The "gen-; 
eral secretary" has lost all standing' 
among his own supporters. On the other 
hand, we are happy to observe how the 
standing of I- D. Trotsky is growing 
in the political circles and among the 
advanced proletarian strata. Those who 
were once his most embittered critics are 
becoming, in many instances, his warm- 
est partisans. We could cite many ex- 
amples in the capitals. Many o£ those 
who fought him, who approved of his 
exile, admit today that a great future 
is oisoning up to him, his ideas and his 
companions. Others are disturbed with- 
out end over his new works, his view- 
points, etc Believe us, this tells more 

than all the official panegyrics for 
.Stalin." 

The "purging" proposed by Stalin is 
aimed at consolidating his own badly 
shaken position. "Which does not mean] 
that the party does not require a cleans- 
ing. It does, and it must be a drastic 
one. It must run from top to bottom, 
it must commence with the fulfillment 
of Lenin's last advice to the party, the 
advice that it should find ways of re- 
moving from the post of party secretary- 
ship the man whom he qualified as rude 
and disloyal: Stalin. 

The party must be purged indeed. 
And the purging must commence with 
the removal of Stalin and the bureau- 
cratic crust which has strangled the 
party i 



To all Members of the League, 

To all Friend** and Comrades of the 

MILITANT! 
Our weekly organ THE MILITANT, 
is now iii tiie greatest danger it has 
ex]ierienced for more than a year. 
Unless drastic measures are taken 
immediately, the success we have bad 
thus far in maintaining the weekly 
will end with its collapse. Through- 
out the country our friends have 
continued to make' brave and gener- 
ous efforts to sustain us in the work 
of publishing our paper regularly. 
But the unrelieved crisis has had 
telling effects. The regular income 
of THE MILITANT is today too low 
to make possible its unhampered ap- 
pearance. What is required for this 
purpose is a number of special con- 
tributions which we van obtain only 
from our comrades and sympathizers. 

The seriousness of our position 
should be obvious to all. For the 
first time tlus year we have been 
compelled to omit two of tiie regular 
issues of THE MILITANT, as well 
us to print a half-size edition of two 
other numbers. THE MILITANT is 
the principal weapon in our fight and 
whenever it is weakened, the effec- 
tiveness of the whole Opposition in 
the United States is weakened. This 
blow has already been felt through- 
out tiie country and we are confident 
that all energies will now be bent to 
make impossible a repetition of tlte 
retreat. 

THE MILITANT has fixed a distinct 
place for itself in the revolutionary 
labor movement. It Is today the 
only paper in the United States which 
fights unremittingly for those funda- 
mental principles of Marx, Engels, 
Lenin and Trotsky which enabled 
the Russian Bolsheviks to lead the 
proletariat to power, which were em- 
bodied in tiie foundation and build- 
ing up of the Communist Interna- 
tional, in restoring the goal of the 
international social revolution to its 
rightful place of pre-eminence in the 
working class movement. THE 
MILITANT alone is in a position to 
speak out what is in reality, to tell 
the truth to the workers so that 
they may be able to emancipate them- 



selves from the bourgeoisie, to tell 
ttte truth to ttie Communist so that 
they may be able to liberate them- 
selves from the physical and intel- 
lectual strangulation of Stalinist 
Ctfntrism. If the voice of THE MILI- 
TANT, which never compromises 
with uiiprlucipledness, fraud and 
revisionism, with the bureaucracy, 
and adventurism-— is silenced even 
for a week, a. wide gap is left k> 
the continuity of the revolutionary 
struggle we are carrying on for in- 
ternational Bolshevism. 

That is why no stone must be left 
unturned in the campaign we have 
launched to save the MILITANT! 
The National Committee of the Com- 
munist League of Amreica (Opposi- 
tion) lias set aside the next two 
months for a concentrated national 
campaign to collect a special fund of 
$1,000.00, apart from the regular in- 
come of the organization, to guaran- 
tee tho regular weekly appearance of 
tha MILITANT. For tho whole per- 
iod of the campaign, this question 
must remain Point One at the top 
of the agenda of every unit of the 
organization. It must be kept in 
mind as tlte matter of paramount 
importance by every friend of the 
Left Opposition. And above all, ac- 
tion taken now, with speed, is doubly 
important! Our need at the present 
moment is most acute, and every 
measure must be taken with this in 
mind. 

We look forward to two monthi 
of systematic, organized activitj to 
put the campaign over the top, to 
raise the thousand dollar fund, and 
thereby to make the MILITANT in- 
dependent of the crisis which has 
struck it with such violence. 

We express the common opinion of 
every Oppositionist when we declare: 
The MILITANT is In danger! The 
MILITANT must be saved! Shoul- 
ders to the wheel, Left Oppositionists! 

— National Committee, 

. .Communist League of 

America (Opposition). 



AH funds should be sent immedi- 
ately to the Militant, 136 Eatt 16th 
Street, New York, N. Y. 



Ala.NegroCroppers 
Resist White Terror 

Pitched Battle Between Posse & Negroes 



ins, by torturing and murdering him in 
accordance with the principles of Judge 
Lynch. The unrelenting persistants 
which the Southern Bourbons have shown 
in preserving this barbaric system of 
virtual enslavement of the Negro, is ac- 
counted for by the fact that the eman- 
cipation of the millions of colored toilers 
in the South is equivalent to the end of 
white capitalist domination. 

Suffering most acutely from the night- 
mare of Southern capitalist democracy, 
are the Negroes engaged in "share-crop- 
ping". The leasing of land, and some- 
times also of mechanical equipment or 
live-stock, to the croppers, is paid for 
by them in the form of a portion of the 
crop they garner. The system is strong- 
ly reminiscent of the dark feudal ages. 
It places the cropper at tiie mercy of 
the white landlord from whom he can 
scarcely ever liberate himself. The 11 v- 

the International Labor Defense office .j ^mm^g Q f the croppers, lowest in 

in Birmingham was raided and its equip- j th(; ^^ ot temmt farmt , rs , are inde . 

ment practically destroyed; while Alice' S( . rIboble . Tne , are ,. nnsh ,„tiv. and 

Burke, the wife of the 1. L. D.'s South- 



The attempt to seize the mule and 
cow of a Negro share-cropper in Nota- 
sulga, Tallapoosa County, Alabama, and 
the armed conflict between the harass- 
ed croppers and the legally armed mob 
that attacked them, brings to the fore- 
front all the horrors and misery of the 
Negro throughout the notorious "Black 
Belt" in the South. At leaet three of 
the band of Negro croppers who gathered 
in the home of Clifford James to defend 
him from the mob of armed deputies, are 
known to be dead ; several are wounded. 
As was the ease in the Camp Hill, Ala- 
bama, affair a year and a half ago, the 
attack was courageously resisted by the 
assembled Negroes, who were finally 
compelled to submit in the presence of 
an overwhelming hostile force recruited 
from the entire country for miles around 
and even outside the county limits. 

As a sequel to the Notasulga battle, 



ern organizer, was arrested a short time 
afterward in the home of a white work- 
er of East Lake, Alabama, where a pro- 
test meeting was being held. 

The Bourbon System 
The fact that the Negroes involved 
did not meekly submit to the arrogant 
demands of the white landlords and 
their armed posse, is of tremendous sig- 
nificance. Ever since the end of the 
Civil War, the bourgeoisie of the South 
has put at the very spearhead of its 
policy the determination to keep the 
Negro submerged as far as possible, to 
inculculate in him the spirit of subser- 
viency and non-resistance, to impress 
him with the absurd, unfounded, reac- 
tionary theory of "Negro inferiority". 
The whole social and political system 
erected around these ideas has been bol- 
stered up by "Jim Crowing,' the Negro, 
disfranchizing him in every conceivable 
manner, keeping him on the lowest rung 
of the economic ladder, and, to impress 
him with the advisability of not resist- 



Unite to Smash the Trade Union Racketeers! 



Canadian Organ Issued 

Left Opposition Launches 'Vanguard 7 as Monthly in Toronto 



A new achievement for the Inter na- 
tional I.efl Opposition is represented by 
the launching of its own organ in Can- 
ada, The Vanguard. For several years 
the Canadian Communist movement wad 
moie or less isolated from the world- 
wide party and the struggle begun 
around the problems raised by the Left 
Opposition did not find immediate echo 
In Canada. It was only after the public 
declaration In favor of the Opposition 
issued by the chairman and co-founder 
of the party, comrade Maurice Specter, 
that the Left wing received its first or- 
ganized form. In recent times, the pre- 
liminary ground work done with the 
aid furnished by the Militant -and the 
distribution of comrade Trotsky's works 
has borne fruit in the forward spurt 
that the Canadian Opposition has ex- 
perienced. Several months ago, the move- 
ment was strengthened by the addition 
of comrade Jack Mac Dona id who was 
for years secretary of the party and 
most prominent spokesman for Commun- 
ism in the country. Since then, the Op- 
position In Toronto has gained consider- 
ably in membership and prestige, and 
extended tho sphere of its activities in 
the trade union movement and among 
the unemployed workers who have 
created a fairly elaborate movement in 



that region. In addition, the Left Op- 
position is engaged in work among the 
revolutionary students who have already 
published the second number of their 
magazine, Tiie Spark. 

The first issue of the Vanguard (which 
can be obtained at 5 cents a copy from' 
1". O. Box 03, Toronto, Out., Canada), is 
devoted largely to the Russian revolu-| 
lion anniversary. Besides some timely j 
articles from the recent writings of 
comrade Trotsky, there are contributions 
and editorials on the most important; 
questions of the Canadian labor and rev-j 
olutionary movement. Of heartening 
significance is the article by comrade 
Bill .Matheson, former head of the Am- 
erican Unemployed movement and active 
Communist party militant in the mine 
fields of two countries. In it he submits 
the party trade union policy to search- 
ing criticism and shows how telling has 
been the view of the Ijeft Opposition. 
We have every reason to believe that 
our Canadian comrades have only made 
a beginning which augurs well for the 
future. We look forward with confid- 
ence to encouraging progress that will 
carry our revolutionary banner to every 
working class militant in Canada. 

Our heartiest wishes go to our Can- 
adian comrades-in-arms ! 



Tiie shots fired by a member of the 
Waiters' Union, Local 1 of New York, 
which sent to the hospital two of its 
business agents, brings sensationally to 
the forefront one of these running sorejj 
which has made the American labor 
movement unique iu the entire world. 
The publicity attendant upon the shoot- 
ing brought to public view the follow- 
ing facts: 

It has been the custom in this union 
for the business agents to charge workers 
anywhere from $100.00 up to be "placed" 
on a job, in agreement with the petty 
bosses who received from the labor 
racketeers a portion of the tax imposed 
illicitly upon the worker desperate for 
a job. A short time after the worker 
had parted with his money, and ob- 
tained the job, he found himself dis- 
charged by the boss, in cahoots with the 
labor officials, who promptly proceeded 
to start the game all over again with 
some other worker. While the jobs were 
"rotated" in this ingenoious manner, the 
workers were being separated from vast 
sums of money which found, their way 
into the bank accounts of the union 
skates. 

The sufferings of the union membena 
under this atrocious system may be. 
judged from the fact that one of them 
felt impelled to vent his desperation by 
shooting at the two most notorious pro- 
fiteers. 

The class conscious worker is not the 
partisan of methods of individual ter- 
rorism. While we do not go into fits 
of hysterical horror— we leave that to 
the "liberal" friends of the labor move- 
ment — we are aware that the incubus of 
labor racketeering, like all the mani- 
festations of ciass rule aud labor exploi- 
tation, cannot be solved by individual 
attacks. They are at best the futile act 
of desperation which ignores (aud some- 
times evades) the imperative need of 
setting into motion the masses of those 
who suffer injury and injustice. The 
assassination of this or that king of 
Kurope never brought about the aboli- 
tion of monarchism. It was abolished, 
however, when the masses rose in a 
social revolutionary movement against 
that decadent system, as happened in 
1917 in Russia, in 1018 in Germany and 
in 1931 in Spain. On a smaller scale, 
the same rule applies to the petty mon- 
archs of the American trade union move- 
ment, who have fixed themselves to it 
like leeches exercizing at times a power 



The Meaning of the Shooting in 
Waiters Local, No. 1 
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beyond the dreams of many present-day 
kings. 

The Sam Kaplans, the Frank Commer- 

fords, the Big Tim Murphys, the Mike 

Boyles aud all the rest of the under- 

! world gangster crew who have bullied 

■ their way to the top of whole sections 

! of the labor movement with the aid of 

1 strong-arm men, blackjacks and pistole, 

can be thrown back into the gutters 

1 whence they came only if the masses 

of the workers affected are organized to 

' put them out. While the struggle is no 

' easy one, as has been demonstrated Oi 

' more than one occasion, it is the only 

way out. The establishment of trade 



union democracy and the conversion of 
the unions into class struggle organiza- 
tions instead of class collaboration ism 
which invites racketeering — these are the 
sticks of dynamite which will blow the 
underworld ieeches out of the labor 
movement. A. quintessential prerequisite 
for this is the restoration of the Left 
wing in the unions, where it was once 
a growing force, commanding respect and 
making for progress. 

The fact is that the socalled socialist 
unions are not very greatly distinguish- 
ed in this respect for many others. To 
fid them all of the poisonous hydra 
which is deh-ouiing thOLr vitals Is a 
task which every worker can join in 
carrying out. 



SEND YOCB CONTRIBUTORS TO 
SAVE THE MILITANT 



A.F.L and Union Unity 

The Stalinist Policies Fail to Meet the Test of the Situation 



In viewing the relationship of the 
revolutionary party to the trade union 
movement in the light of the events at 
the recent American Federation of La- 
bor Convention, one specific feature 
stands out strikingly. And for the think- 
ing worker there should be little dif- 
ficulty In drawing a conclusion. We 
have, for some time, been faced with an 
unemployment situation pressing so 
acutely upon the working class that the 
Green bureaucracy found itself compel- 
led to execute a change of front. The 
A F of L became committed, though go 
far only on paper, to the important 
measures of unemployment insurance 
and the six-hour work day without re- 
duction of pay. Yet the revolutionary 
party had no direct influence in produc- 
ing this change. 

The best proof of this fact is furnish- 
ed by the party's own actions There 
assembled in Cincinnati, at the same 
time as the A F of I* gathering, a rank 
and file convention for unemployment In- 
surance. It was sponsored by the offi- 
cial party, but, of course, without any 
apparent formal connection. It had up 
to 200 delegates in attendance, a few 
of them officially elected by A F of L 
union locals. Its purpose was, as In- 
dicated by its name, to fight for unem- 



ployment insurance, to focus attention 
upon this issue alongside of the A F of 
L convention, to expose the A F of L 
stand and to serve as the true expres- 
sion of the trade unions on this issue. 

Yes, the party leadership had actually 
come down from its lofty perch of the 
third period dogma, from the "revolution- 
ary upsurge of the American workers" 
—to speak to the A F of L about unem- 
ployment insurance. From an adven- 
turist position which had no foundation 
in reality to dragging entirely at the 
rear of events. This is the sum and 
substance of its recent course. But be- 
fore the rank and file convention had 
even gathered, the hidebound reaction- 
aries of the A F of L had already 
framed their insurance policy and, in 
addition, made ready for the six-hour 
day proposal. The rank and file conven- 
tion therefore became entirely over- 
shadowed by the A. F. of L. action. It 
exposed primarily its own backward- 
ness. 

There is on the other hand, at least, 
a compensating feature in the fact that 
the A F of L convention action haa 
already served to influence the party 
views somewhat. Party speakers are 
beginning to use the term class colla- 
(Continued on page 8) 



constantly, and 
more often than not, increasingly in- 
debted to the landlord, who robs them 
of their already scanty income not only 
by the '"cropper's contract' 1 which puts 
the .Negro in the hands of the land- 
owner, but also by the fantastic prlcee 
charged at the latter's food and clothing 
commissary. 

Tiie Negro Stand Their Ground 

When there is added to this the fact 
that cotton, the principal cash money 
croy in the "Black Belt" has been hit 
terrific blows by the crisis, the despera- 
tion of the Negro share-croppers may be 
easily imagined. No wonder that in 
spite of the tremendous forces the land- 
lords have at their disposal, the Negroes 
in the South are beginning, for the first 
time in years, to staud their ground 
against the arbitrary, tyrannical en- 
croachments upon their already suffici- 
ently miserable living conditions. 

Camp Hill and Notasulga of symbolic- 
significance. No longer does there exist 
a progressive bourgeoisie in the North 
which is compelled to grant at least 
formal recognition to tiie rights of the 
Negroes, in the interests of their own 
fight for liberation from the hampering 
fetters of a slave-owning aristocracy. 
The union of the Southern Bourbons and 
the Northern republicans into a reaction- 
ary financial oligarchy, has long age- 
been accomplished. From thu* source, 
the Negro can look for anything but 
support or comfort. But not much more 
support will the cruelly exploited Negro 
get from the petty bourgeoisie, his own 
not excepted. The Negro petty bourge- 
oisie is in that peculiar position where 
ft actually thrives on the segregation and 
Jim Crowing of the black toiler! That 
is why its interests are so intimately as- 
sociated with these of the ruling bour- 
geoisie. That is why it continuously 
counsels the Negro masses to wear the 
"Uncle Tom handerchief" on its head, 
the symbol of the fawning slave who 
never fights back. 

This leaves the Negro of town and 
country only one way out of the purga- 
tory in which they are confined. The 
Negro tenant and cropper of the South 
cannot lead and organize the movement 
for liberation; they can, however, contri- 
bute (as they have) all the passion of 
the wronged, the strength at their com- 
mand, the heroism they have already dis- 
played. But at the head or the columns 
marching to victory must stand the class 
conscious, machine-organized, urban pro- 
letariat, white and black. Eventually, 
it will stand there. When it has reach- 
ed the consciousness of Its task, it will 
not find the Southern Negroes wanting. 
Camp Hill and Notasulga are signs of 
the vast inflammable material in the 
South which can be ignited to burn to 
the roots the besiial rule of oppression. 

— Sn. 
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The Hunger Mtrch to Wash. 



Now that tb* Washington Hunger 
Marchers have returned home with in- 
structions to organize the class for im- 
mediate relief ami unemployment insur- 
ance it is time to follow up our report 
of last week and to draw some lessons 
from the inarch. We can say that the 
spirit of the marchers on the way to 
Washington was excellent and that na- 
tive-born workers, white and Negro con- 
stituted the n.ajorlty of the marchers. 
It showed that the largest percent of the 
marchers were from the new layers of 
the class shifted forward by the crisis. 

But overbalancing these good points, 
as well as the publicity obtained, are a 
whole series of negative points that can 
be traced back to the wrong Stalinist 
policies which we criticized in issues of 
the Militant previous to the Hunger 
March. 

The 3000 delegates represented directly 
about 200,000 cf the millions of unem- 
ployed American workers. The organi- 
zations represented were: the unem- 
ployed councils, TCUL unions, Left wing 
groups of AFL unions, ,tbe 1LD, the 1WO 
and workers fraternal organizations and 
at most, a few iFoIL locals, some of 
the delegates were elected at mass 
meetings held by the U. C. All in all, 
it was a "united front" of the party and 
its close sympathizers with special dele- 



It was not the police and hostile capi- 
talists we met all the way to and in 



a direct revolutionary threat against the 
state. Of course Benjamin was only 
throwing a sop to the delegates. The 
C. I. picked up this story in the capi- 
talist press and on the enemies' slander 
sent a cable asking if this was so. The 



■Washington that changed the attitude of alarm j Moscow can be understand when 
the de.egates. It was internal factors of f we turn ^ tile fact tbat Stalinism has 
our own weakness. One critical stage^ ^jh^ They are for demonstratins, 
where the change could, be noUced waB | "pe ace f ul demonstrations", providing the 
at the Second session of the Workers activ j ty oI tne American party in no 
Congress after the march, when com-' vmy upsets the anxious plans of "the 
rade Benjamin was making a report k U ji Q ers of socialism in one country", 
and said we knew Congress would not' .p^y wftnt t0 ottain United States re- 
give us any relief but be did not ex-' cognition. The leaders of the world rev- 
plain what we did go to Washington for i u tj n are so concerned over reports in 
and substituted for this analysis the tne ] y)Dg capitalist press because they 
advice to go back home and organise subordinate the world revolution to 
the workers to carry on the struggle for maintain peaceful relations with the 

the same demands. The reaction to capitalist powers in ortier to build 

these remarks was bewilderment and con-^ socialism i n one country, 
lusion, as if the delegates, at leaBt a 
large section of those who made up the 
new layers into our ranks, came to Wash-| 
ington with the idea that they were com- 
ing to get some results and winter re- 
lief. From this point on the spirit lag- 
ged and sank to a low point. 

The Stalinists can be blamed for this 
because the method of their propaganda, 
divorcing the immediate demands from 
the revolutionary goal and posing the 
immediate demands lsolatedly and apart 
from the end, invites such a conclusion. 
To aim at Congress without this correct 
base for the program, with an extra- 
parliamentary form (mass pressure) but 



—BILL KITT. 



gates from the Councils who could give in reality resulting in the direction of 



the movement a real "American face". In 
other words, so far as a Leninist united 
front Is concerned the Washington Hun- 
ger March was a failure. The other 
working class organizations, with their 
reactionary and reformist misleaders, 
were not represented. And the absence 
of delegates from these other organiza- 
tions was not due to their elimination 
because the misleaders would not unite. 
Their absence as organizations was due 
to the fact that the party and the unem- 
ployed councils did not apply the united 
front to win the rank and ale for the 
march and to expose the leadership IN 
ACTION. 

The Communist party was in complete 
control, it dominated every fibre of the 
movement, and yet not once during the 
march did it sh ws its face officially. 
No political parties were represented, 
not even the Communist party. To have 
one hundred percent control and not to 
be officially represented is to hide the 
face of the revolutionary vanguard of 
the class. Everybody knew the Com- 
munists held the leadership of the move- 
ment. Why fear to be officially repre- 
sented and speak to the marchers as the 
Communist party? 

The Workers' Congress held in Wash- 
ington, supposed to be rudimentary and 
first steps toward educating the class to 
the Idea of the American Soviets were 
mechanical gatherings where "leaders" 
made reports and delegates listened; 
where resolutions were carried unani- 
mously but no conclusions or lessons 
drawn. Such is the way to alienate 
the American workers from the Idea of 
Workers Congresses. 

On the way to Washington some at- 



ereating parliamentary illusions within 
the class. At least this is what hap- 
pened to many of the delegates. They 
came there expecting results from the 
''pressure" on Congress and when they 
found that this did not materialize they 
went away bewildered. They were not 
disillusioned. They came with illusions 
and went away confused. 

We warned the Stalinists of this dan- 
ger before. A movement of demonstra- 
tions without the base, without mass 
pressure, a top without a bottom, re- 
sults in creating a shell without con- 
tent. Without this class content, with- 
out Communist class directives of the 
party, it shifts into opportunist channels. 

The New York and New England de- 
legation rushed back home. A difficult 
spirit hung over the return. .Returned 
delegates were instructed to make the 
report but the delegation as a whole 
failed to make reports along the way, 
until protests from the ranks forced a 
meeting in Newark. 

In New York, for the first time, at 
a meeting to welcome the delegates at 
Cooper Union, Hathaway officially spoke 
for the party. By this time the pressure 
from the Left Opposition and the ranks 
itself forced the party to speak. Hath- 
away said the Communist party was 
proud of its part in making the Hunger 
March a success and giving it the is- 
sues ot immediate relief and unemploy- 
ment insurance. Weisman, at this meet- 
ing said, the party at no time concealed 
the fact that it supported the march. 

Instead of correcting a mistake, this 
belated explanation made things worse. 
Delegates in the hall asked each other, 
why say this now? Why was this not 



tention and some results were obtained said at the beginning? Some of the 
tn a demonstrative way, but in Wash- 1 Western delegates did not know what 
ington we were practically held as pris- ! the role of the party in the march was. 
oners under arrest. The Washington . They know it played a part but just 



watchers of the parade were far from 
friendly, in fact in the main they could 
be catalogued as hostile. On the way 
home from Washington things were dif- 
ferent. In the main it resulted In a 
rush for uome. The spirit was low and 
confusi'jn seemed to reign in the minds 
of a great number of delegates. They 



what part they could not make out. 

The party again failed to carry out 
a united front and again isolated the 
advanced layers from the class. 

Benjamin made a speech on Monday 
when the question of a march was under 
discussion. The vague threat that we 
would march regardless of the author- 



seemed bewildered as to what had beenj ltles refusal, was picked up by the 
accomplished. ' capitalist yellow sheets and flamed into 



«Unser Karnf* Tour Concludes with the 
Launching of Worker's Clubs 



(Continued from previous issue) 
In Kansas City we did not succeed in 
establishing contacts with the Jewish 
movement prior to our arrival but a 
lecture was aranged for us by "Shorty" 
Buehler who issued an English leaflet 
announcing that we were to speak in 
Jewish on the Left Opposition. In re- 
sponse to this leaflet came a number of 
English-speaking workers who requested 
us to hold a lecture in English. We 
readily consented and had a very spirit- 
ed meeting. Tne few Stalinists In the 
audience by their arguments only help- 
ed us bring out in sharper relief the 
viewpoint of the Left Opposition. As a 
result of our Ghort stay iu Kansas City 
we now have a number of subscribers 
to liiwer tiainf and a comrade in charge 
ol tne work who will try to broaden 
me circle ol our readers. 

In St. Louis we spent three days. 
Our activity was concentrated primarily 
upon laying a foundation for an Cnser 
Kami Club, since our circle of readers 
in this city makes the building of a club 
possiDle. Unfortunately, we could not 
stay much longer and we only succeed- 
ed in wringing together a group of peo- 
ple who constituted themselves as a 
provisional committee lor the building 
of a club. Our lecture in St. Louis was 
attended by a small but attentive and 
responsive audience. 

Our branch in St. Louis is concentrat- 
ing its activities among the unemployed 
workers. They are under lire from two 
directions : the Stalinists are trying to 
Isolate them, and the Citizens Unem- 
ployed League, under control of reac- 
tionaries and in which the Musteites 
have a hand, is likewise combatting 
Liiem. The Stalinists use all kinds of 
trickery and abuse fn trying to keep 
our comrades out of the situation. For 
example, comrade Payer was elected by 
his branch of the ILD as a delegate to 
the Hunger March. When he appeared 
with his bundle ready to leave for Wash- 
iagton he was promptly informed by the 
local Stalinist bureaucrats that a spe- 
leettng of bis branch was held In 
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New Expulsions in the Comintern 



(Continued from last issue) 
In Germany, another pillar of the ap- 
paratus has—if not fallen, then at least 
been rudely disturbed. Out of a clear 
blue sky, the official party press in Ger- 
many has announced that Heina Neu- 
mann was all along engaged in clande- 
stine factional work against the Len- 
inist Central Committee, its line and its 
leadership. What is more, the shortcom- 
ings, defects and errors made in the 
past (it appears that, after all, there 
were some made!), are to be ascribed 
to the work of Neumann. 

The usual offensive has been opened 
up all along the line, not only in the 
German but in the interational party 
press. The current issue of the Com- 
munist International (No. 17-18) con- 
tains an article by l'iatuitsky which 
gives some idea of how heavy is the 
burden whieh the infallible bureaucracy 
is now shifting on to the shoulders of 
the latest scapegoat. The "line" in 
Germany for the last three or more 
years was held to be irreproachably 
•'Leninist", as were the leaders who 
conceived it and those who carried it 
into effect. The criticisms directed 
| against the party policy in Germany by 
i the Left Opposition — criticisms which 
1 each new day confirmed with telling ac- 
curacy — were denounced in unmeasured 
terms as "counter-revolutionary". The 



the meantime, cancelling his election for 
the Hunger March. When workers in 
his branch heard of this outrageous act, 
they protested vehemently. But it was 
too late. The marchers had already left 
and Payer was not permitted to go with 
them. Comrade Goldberg applied for 
membership to one of the branches of 
the Citizens Unemployed League. At the 
very meeting he was accepted, he mov- 
ed tbat this branch send delegates to 
the Hunger March United Front Con- 
ference. This carried and comrade 
Goldberg was elected, participating very 
actively in the preparations 
Hunger March. This act of the branch 
in sending a delegate to the "Commun- 
ist" Hunger March terrified the officials 
at the head of the Citizens Unemploy- 
ed League. Their primary concern is 
to get on the good side of the Chamber 
of Commerce and the police officials. They 
do not believe in struggle; their meth- 
od is that of ingratiating themselves with 
the bosses and collecting a few crumbs. 
We had the occasion to be present at 
the meeting where the venom of the of- 
ficials was directed against comrade Gold- 
berg. They saw in him the danger of 
the organization being radicalized from: 
within. A long letter of the Central 
Committee was read off to the branch 
in which it was condemned for partici- 
pating in the Hunger March. When com- 
rade Goldberg asked for the floor he 
as told by the president of the organi- 
zation, Frank Wall, a renegade Com- 
munist, that he Is not a member, that 
his membership was not approved by 
the membership committee consisting of 
three individuals who have the sole right 
of accepting or expelling members. The 
whole structure of the organization, ac- 
cording to the constitution Frank Wall 
read off, is that of a company union. To 
our amazement we found that Carl Lore, 
a Mustelte organizer, is one of the three 
on the membership committee. Appar- 
ently, they consider this "progressiva" 
laber action. 

-^SYLVIA BLBEKER, 
—MORRIS LHW1TT. 
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« Traitors » and Scapegoats 
In the Bureaucracy 
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is perfectly obvious— today, apparently, 
even to theCeutral Committee. Hut does 
the fact that the latter advanced the 
identical contentions in every one of its 
pronouncements, exempt It from the 
same charge? 

finally, Neumann is taxed with having 
sought to -replace the main strategic 
slogan of the conquest of the majority 
of the working class with the slogan 
of. the people's revolution". Unluckily 
for the Central Committee and its Stalin- 
ist commanders, it Is impossible to burn 
up the mountain of documents on this 
score which have been written in the 
last two years. The nationalist degen- 
eration of the party was the common 
work of Neumaun, Thaelmanii, Manuil- 
sky and Stalin. They jointly demanded 
the "national emancipation of Germany" ; 
they jointly participated in the infam- 
ous Fascist referendum in Prussia ; they 
were jointly responsible for the nation- 
alist-anti-Semitic fraternization with the 
Lieutenant Scheringers, and more of 
the same. 

The simple, iuco ntest ale fact is that 
Neumann is being made the goat for the 
second time: it happened once in 1927- 



theory of "social Fascism- ruled sup- sponsible for 

reme, in all lt s worst aspects. But th ^ to-order-in-Moscow — "» 

accumulation of the terrific consequences 



of this policy has reached a height that 
can no longer be ignored. We now learn, 
therefore, that while the "general line" 
was correct, it was carried out in prac- 
tise erroneously, from start to finish, 
and that the fault lies exclusively with 
yesterday's aide-de-camp of Stalin, 
Heinz Neumann. 

Who Is Heinz Neumann? 

Neumann occupies a rather sinister 
place in the history of the last decade 
of the Comintern. lie not only adjusted 
himself with bland ease to every lead- 
ership chosen by or imposed upon the 
party — Brandler, Fischer, Ewert, Thael- 
mann— but was himself the actual poli- 
tical leader of the German party since 
the Sixth World Congress of the Com- 
intern. An adventurer out of nowhere, 
of that peculiar stripe represented by 
John Pepper, he was known in inform- 
ed circles as the direct representative 
of Stalin in Western Europe. In fact, 
he was, together with Lominadze, the 
principal organizer of that notorious 
"Corridor Congress" during the Sixth 
C. I. Congress in 1928 which corralled 
the majority of the delegates for Stalin 
from under the very nose of the official 
leader, Bucharln. 

A few weeks ago, without the faintest 
preliminary warning, Neumann — a Neu- 
mann group, in fact!— was suddenly at- 
tacked in the open by the central organ 
of the German party. It is discovered 
at a single blow that the "Bolshevik 
Central Committee" has had differences 



putsch in 
Canton. The second time is now, when 
his narrow shoulders are being weighed 
down with all the crimes, blunders and 
stupidities of the central Stalinist ap- 
paratus in Germany which have set back 
the revolutionary movement in so dread- 
ful a manner. 
Whole Spanish Leadership Expelled 
Neumann was given a comparatively 
light sentence. His character, or ra- 
ther lack of it, makes it possible for 
him to adapt himself to the new cir- 
cumstances. A shrug of the shoulders, 
a cynical grin, a statement of guilt — ■ 
and a place is opened for him again in 
the apparatus. But the Neumanns of 
the Spanish party have not been let off 
so easily. No mere denunciation here. 
Izi tills case we have the out-of-hand ex- 
pulsion of nothing less than the whole 
party leadership! 

The whole group in charge of the 
Spanish party from the days before the 
republican uprising down to yesterday, 
"has been summarily expelled. In the 
text of the excommunication from Mos- 
cow, the ECCI declares that alt four 
of the party's most prominent leaders, 
Ruilejos, Ada me, Trilla and Vega, are 
"traitors to the Spanish revolution, to 
the Spanish Communist Party and to 
the Communist International". As may 
be seen from these choice terms, it is a 



trifling matter.. .. 

The whys and wherefores of Hie case,' them from a sufficiently speedy re-orien- 



and Trilla) which has given numerous 
proofs of heroism in the revolutionary 
struggle, holds our confidence." And 
again, in a resolution against the Right 
wing Maurin group, the Comintern ex- 
pressed itself with regards to the Bul- 
lejos leadership in the following unmis- 
tagable terms: "The ECCI unreservedly 
approver tlie policy followed by the lead- 
vrsliip of tlie Communist Party of Spain." 
Unreservedly! Ah, what a supreme con- 
tempt the bureaucrats have for the 
mental faculties of the workers in the 
ranks, of (heir powers of memory, that 
they can denounce today as traitors 
whom they have fought all along, those 
very people whom they supported with- 
out reservations only yesterday ! 

The fate of Builejos is shared by a 
product of that stinking swamp which 
bears the name of Communism in Aus- 
tria and from which so many thousands 
of Austrian workers have recoiled into 
the arms of Aus fro -Marx Ism. The vic- 
tim in this instance is none other than 
the party leader of yesterday, Karl 
Toman. Unfortunately, we know very 
little about his case, even less than 
about Builejos', but the reports inform 
us that while in Moscow, Toman was 
also expelled as a traitor. The thick 
wall of obscurity behind which these 
apparatus machinations take place is 
part and parcel of the whole Stalinist 
system. 

"Traitors" and Scapeogots 

In the best days of the Comintern, 
there were many traitors and turncoats 
to the revolution in the leadership of 
various parties. There was even the 
case of Dr. Paul Levi, for whom Lenin 
bad such a high respect when he stood 
at the head of the German Communist 
Party. During the "March Action" in 
1921, Levi stabbed the party and the 
embattled workers in the back. His ac- 
tion caused surprise and confusion to 
most of the Communists, although he 
had been slipping away from the Com- 
intern prior to that event. But the 
settlement of accounts with Levi took 
place in the open, before the eyes of all, 
with the material available for study 
and decision. Levi parted with the Com- 
intern because his views did not harmon- 
ise with those of the latter, because he 
refused ti,o follow the pa^h of Lenin 
with regard to Centrism in Italy or the 
situation in Germany. 

Nowadays, the .Stalinist system con- 
sists in finding "traitors" to serve as 
scapegoats for its own crimes and er- 
rors. It is not so much because they 
disagreed with Staiin that they are ex- 
pelled or removed, but usually because 
they did not agree with the policy, did 
execute it as best those policies can be 
executed, or else because the confusion 
sewed in their own minds by the fan- 
tastic theories of Stalinism, disabled 



the Stalinist center contemptuously re- 
frains from specifying. That Builejos 
and Co. are guilty of many things is 



of opinion with Neumann on a series of lieyond dispute. But in our eyes, their 
fundamental questions for a period of greatest crime consists in having follow- 
close to four years now. led slavishly and without dissent the 
The "differences" concern no small disastrous instructions of Stalin, Man- 
questions. Neumann, roads the bill of nils ky, Kuu and Co. At every stage in 
particulars, sought to replace the slogan the development of the Spanish rcvolu- 
of the "Red United Front" with that tion, the Comintern laid the basis for 
of the "Red workers' front"— although the tragedy of errors of Communism in 



flic indictment skips over the interesting 
question of wherein lay the distinction 
between the two. Further, Neumann is 
accused of "a lack of under landing of 
the importance of inner-trade union op- 
liosition work" — with the implication 
(entirely unwarranted, to be sure!) that 
the rest of the party leaders were not 
lacking in such an understanding. More- 
over, he "coined the false formulation 
back in December 1930 concerning the 
Bruening government, according to which 
the Fascist dictatorship was already 
here". That it was the Left Opposition 
which first ridiculed this preposterous 
identification of Bruentng with Fascism, 
is of course not even whispered by the 
Central Committee whieh has all the 
time been engaged in denouncing (to- 
gether with Neumann!) the Opposition 
as "social Fascist" for its standpoint. 
Tbat Neumann's contentions were idiotic 



Spain. In this sense the loyalty of 
Builejos cannot be questioned. 

(By the way, the "traitor" Builejos, 
like Color in France, Neumann in Ger- 
many, Vnrski in Poland, was in the 
forefront of the struggle against the 
Left Opposition. He not only wrote a 
pamphlet several months ago to prove 
that the "Trotskyists" were the agents 
of counter-revolution, but on more than 
one occasion he threatened to extermin- 
ate the Spanish Opposition center with 
the aid of "strong" and "piercing" argu- 
ments . . , . ) 

If there is any doubt that the newly- 
expelled are simply scapegoats for 
Stalin, who must And some explanation 
for the calamity in Spain, It Is enough 
to read the resolution of the Comintern 
published last May in the central theor- 
etical organ of the Spanish party: "This 
leadership (i. e., the "traitors" Builejos 



Negotiations with Weisbord Suspended 



This is the reply of the National Com- 
mittee to the statement of comrade 
for*) Weisbord : 

COMMUNIST LEAGUE OP AMERICA 

(Opposition) 

126 East 16th Street, N. Y. C. 

October 31, 1932. 
Dear comrade Weisbord : 

In the Militant of October 1 and 8, 
the National Committee made public a 
statement of its views on the letter sent 
by the Communist League of Struggle 
in reply to the letter of comrade Trot- 
sky. Our statement was aimed at facil- 
itating the fusion of the Communist 
League of Struggle with the American 
section of the International Left Opposi- 
tion on the basis of a clearly and hon- 
estly established agreement In principle, 
and without permitting matters of sec- 
ondary importance to constitute an in- 
surmountable obstacle. The National 
Committee must regretfully establish 
that the reply to its statement made by 
the Weisbord group, even leos than its 
first letter, meets with the requirements 
which we consider necessary for a 
solution of the question. Instead of a 
clear statement of its point of view in 
the sense we Indicated, the reply of the 
Weisbord group takes a step backward 
in this respect and attempts to defend 
the errors which have separated It from 
us. This is carried out behind a bar- 
rage of minor issues, real and alleged, 
with which is combined that petty, false 
and outrageously exaggerated criticism 
of our League, against which Weisbord 
has been cautioned before, especially In 
comrade Trotsky's letter. Finally tha 



whole tone of the reply in no way in- 
dicates a desire or Intention to engage 
in a loyal and comradely collaboration 
with the Communist League of America. 
On the contrary. For these reasons the 
National Committee is compelled to sus- 
pend any further negotiations with the 
Weisbord group until such a time as 
the latter shall have established its 
iwsition in a manner, as laid down in 
our statement of October 1 and 8, whieh 
we consider a minimum for the fusion 
of the two groups and the future dis- 
cussion inside ot the united organization 
of any serious differences of a secondary 
character which may have arisen or will 
arise. 

National Committee, 
Communist League of America. 
Secretary. 
• t • * 

(Copy of letter from Trotsky to 
Weisbord dated Oct. 13, 1032.) 
Dear comrade Weisbord, 

This is an answer to your letter, and 
through your mediation to the letter of 
your group. My delay in answering was 
due to my assurance that the Militant, 
contrary to our premature assumption, 
would answer your request. And, in 
point of fact, I find in the iast issues 
my letter to you and your answer pub- 
lished Integrally and even without any 
criticism in the same issues. 

This procedure is very accomodating, 
perhaps a little too much so. If you 
still remember our discussion shout the 
possibilities and methods of fusion, you 
will understand without any comment 
from me that I cannot find your steps 



very happily chosen for the purpose, if 
the purpose remains that of fusion. 

It is scarcely necessary to go into the 
details of your letter, 1 feel obliged to 
emphasize the fact that your treatment 
of the question of Centrism appears to 
me absolutely unsatisfactory. It is not 
a question of name, but of the political 
content of the Stalinist faction. 

It is superfluous to repeat that I 
would be glad to observe a real coming- 
together between your group and our 
American section, but it is evident that 
in the present stage this procedure can- 
not be seriously influenced from abroad. 
It is a task between yourself and the 
League. 

Prinkipo, Oct 13, 1932. 

With Communist greetings, 
L. TROTSKY. 



(Excerpt of letter from Trotsky to 
the National Committee dated Oct. 22, 
1932, and regard to the above). 

It appears that you were not sent a 
copy of my reply to comrade Weisbord. 
This reply I wrote before I had the op- 
portunity to become acquainted with your 
comprehensive reply to the Weisbord 
group. You will notice .however, that 
our parallel actions quite well supple- 
ment one another. 

L. TROTSKY. 



Pressure of space compels us to omit 
from this issue- the continuation of Jack 
Weber's series of articles on Japan. It 
will appear in the forthcoming number. 



tation along a suddenly presented "new 
general line". 

The latter is tlie case, on the whole, 
with Varski, Kostrzeva, Brand and their 
group who .have just been expelled from 
the leadership of the Polish party and 
constituted a Right wing opposition. 
Varski felt more than at home during 
the whole period of the Right-Center 
bloc in tlie Comintern, the rule of 
Stalin-Bueharin from 1923 to 1928. He 
was the political genius who in 1927 
greeted the reactionary Pilsudekl coup 
d'Etat in Poland as the beginnings of — 
the 'democratic dictatorship of the pro- 
letariat and peasantry"! The Stalinist 
swing to ultra-Leftism in 1929 left this 
Bight wing group quite disoriented. It 
continued to cling for some time to the 
apparatus. The constant turns of the 
apparatus wheel finally threw it oil at 
an angle, in the direction to which it 
was always inclined : the Bight opposi- 
tion. 

At the same time, if we are to believe 
the report of the Warsaw organ of the 
Bund, a Left Opposition group has been 
formed with considerable support 
throughout the industrial centers of 
Poland and with strong roots in the 
Left wing trade union movement. The 
lateness of the appearance of an Opposi- 
tion group in Poland may serve to bring 
it on the political scene in much strong- 
er form than in many other countries. 
But on this score, we must await more 
authoritative details from our comrades 
abroad. 

The recent expulsions in the Comin- 
tern are Inseparably associated with the 
just concluded 12th Plenum. In virtual- 
ly every case, those removed were most 
prominently associated with yesterday's 
ultra-Leftist and sectarian course. Their 
removal symbolizes the half-hearted turn 
to the Bight which the 12th Plenum 
foreshadowed. Wo are apparently on 
the eve of one of those prolonged zig- 
zags to the Right which will make more 
ludicrous than ever the superficial 
Brandlerist standpoint that the essence 
of Stalin is "Leftism" It is neither 
that, nor is it "RighUsm" as such. As 
the sum of its two principal periods— 
from 1923 to 1928 and from 1929 to date 
— indicate, Stalinism represents the pol- 
tically parastic faction of bureaucratic 
Centrism, with a system of inner-party 
management all its own. The recent 
expulsions are eloquent tn their signific- 
ance. —MARSH. 
• * ■ • 

We cannot refrain from adding a note 
on the recent expulsions in the Italian 
party over questions of policy whieh are 
clothed in total darkness, so far as the 
Stalinist press is concerned. Six com- 
rades, Brightenti, Barionl, Drago, San- 
sane, La Camera and Gilodi, have been 
expelled from the party. In the Stalin- 
ist press, the names of the comrades 
are printed, together with the city each 
lives in and his home address! If this 
unprecedented act has any significance 
at all, it means that the comrades are 
being delivered into the bands of ta* 
police. That too is not In contradiction 
to the Stalinist system, . , , 
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Perspectives Of Marxism 

Open Letter by Leon Trotsky to V. F. Calverton on the Revolutionary Intellectuals 



Dear Comrade Calverton :— 

I have received jour pamphlet, ''For 
Revolution*', and read it with interest 
as well as advantiige to myself, ^-'our 
arguments against the American 
"knights of pure reform" are very con- 
vincing, certain of them are really splen- 
did. But, so far as I understand your 
inquiry, what you wanted from me was, 
not literary compliments, but a poli- 
tical evaluation. I shall he all the more 
willing to grant your request since the 
problems of American Marxism have ac- 
quired at the present time an extraordin- 
ary importance. 

By its character and structure, jour 
pamphlet was most appropriate for the 
thinking representatives of the academic 
youth. To ignore this group would, In 
any case, he out of the question: on the 
contrary, it is necessary to know it and 
talk to it in its language. However, you 
yourself have frequently emphasised in 
this study those thoughts which are ele- 
mentary to a Marxist that the overthrow 
of capitalism can be affected only by the 
proletariat The revolutionary education 
of its vanguard, you rightly proclaim as 
the chief task. Hut in your pamphlet. 
I do not find the bridge to that task, nor 
any indication of the direction in which it 
must be sought. 

CALVERTON OMITS 

REVOLUTIONARx" REALITIES 

la this a reproach on my part? Both 
yes and no. In its esseuce jour little 
book represents an answer to that kind of 
petty bourgeois radical (in America they 
seem to be wearing out the threadbare 
name of liberals) who is ready to ac- 
cept the boldest sodal conclusion on con- 
dition that they involve no political ob- 
ligation. Socialism? Communism? An- 
archism? All very good hut in no other 
way than that of reform. To transform 
from top to bottom society, morality, the 
family? Splendid! but by all means 
with the permision of the White House 
and of Tammany. Against these preten- 
tious and fruitless tendencies you deve- 
lop aB said before, a victorious argumen- 
tation. But this dispute thereby inevit- 
ably takes on the character of a domestic 
debate in an intellectual ciub where 
there is a reformist and a Marxist wing. 
So thirty and forty years ago in Peters- 
burg and Moscow the academic Marxist 
disputed with academic Populist: must 
Russia pass through the stage of capi- 
talism or not? How much water has 
flowed over the dam since that time! 
The very necessity of taking the question 
as you do in your pamphlet throws a 
glaring light on the political backward- 
ness of the United States, technological- 
ly the most advanced country in the 



cussion club into the street. But to dis- 
pute about a revolutionary party with 
such snobs is a waste of time. What we 
are talking about are the other, more seri- 
uns Marxists, who are in no way inclined 
to be scared by revolutionary action, but 
whom the present Communis t party dis- 
quiets by its low theoretical level, bu- 
reaucratism and lack of genuine revolu- 
tionary initiative. At the same time, 
they say to themselves, that is the party 
which stands furthest to the Left, which 
is bound up with the Hoviet Union and 
which represents it in a certain sense. 
Is it right to attack ir, is it permissible 
to criticize it? 

STALINISM DRIVES 

INTELLECTUALS TO QUANDARY 

The opportunist and adventurist vices 
oi the present leadership of the Com- 
munist International and of its American 
section are loo evident to require cm- 
pliasis. In any case, it is impossible and 
useless to repeat within the framework 
of this letter what is said on this theme 
in a series of independent works.* All 
questions of theory, strategy, tactics and 
organization end by becoming the object 
of deep divergences within Communism. 
Three fundamental factions have been 
formed, which have suceeded in demon- 
strating their character in the course of 
the great events and problems of recent 
years. The struggles among them have 
taken on ail the sharper character since 
m ttic Soviet Union every difference with 

the current ruling group leads to imme-^ c i eur understanding of the theory and 
diale expulsion from the party and toj I)ra( .ti ce OI the Angto-ltusslan commit- 
Stale repressions. The Marxist inlelli-, tee> of tne ••third period", of "social- 
gentsia in the United States as well as' fascism", f the "democratic dictator- 
m oilier countries is placed before an] Bn ip-" in Spain, and the policy of the un- 



bitions, means to protect mental laziness, 
to yield to the worst Philistine prejudice, 
and to be doomed to demoralization. On 
this subject, I hope we shall not have 
auy differences with you. 

The policy of the proletariat has a 
great theoretical tradition and that is 
one of the sources of its power. A train 
ed Marxist studies the differences be- 
tween Kngels and Lassalle with regard 
to the European war of 1859. It is nec- 
essary to do so. But if he is not a 
pedant of Marxist historiography, not a 
bookworm but a proletarian revolution- 
ary, it is a thousand times more impor-. 
tant and urgent for him to elaborate for 
himself an independent opinion about the 
revolutionary strategy in China from 1925 
to 1!)32. It was precisely on that ques- 
tion that the struggle within Bolshevism 
first reached the state of an explosion. 
Impossible to be a Marxist without tak- 
ing a iiosition in a question on which 
depends the fate of the Chinese revolu- 
tion and of the Indian, too, that is, the 
future of almost half of humanity ! 

AMERICAN MARXISM 

AT CROSS ROADS 

It is very useful to study, let us say, 
the old differences among Russian Marx- 
ists on the character of the future Rus- 
sian revolution ; naturally, according to 
first hand authorities, and not the Ignor- 
ant and disloyal compilations of the epi- 
gones. But incom measurably more im- 
portant is it to elaborate for oneself a 



alternative: either tacitly and ohediently 
to support the Communist International 
as it is, or to be included in the camp of 
the counter revolution and the '"social- 
fascists". A part of the intelligentsia 
chooses the lirst way; with closed or 
half-closed eyes, it follows the official 
Party. Another part wanders without a 
party home, defends where it can the 
Soviet l.'nion from slander, and occupies 
itself with abstract sermons in favor of 
the revolution without indicating through 
which gate they can go to meet it The 
difference between these two groups, 
however, is not so great. On both sides 
it is an abdication from the creation of 
an Independent opinion and from the 
courageous struggsc for it, which is pre- 
cisely where the revolutionary begins. 
On both sides we have a type of fellow- 
tarveler and not an active builder of the 
proletarian party. Certainly, a fellow- 
traveler is better than an enemy. But a 
Marxist cannot be a fellow -traveler of 
the revolution, and besides, the experi- 
world. Insofar as you neither can nor juice of history bears witness that in 
have the right to tear yourself out of' Ine most decisive moments the storm of 
the American background, there is no re-j the struggle hurls the majority of the 
proach in my words. intellectual fellow- travelers into the en- 

emy's camp. If they still return, it is 
has been coupo- 



ned front. The study of the past is in 
the last analysis justified by the fact 
that it helps one to orientate himself in 
the present. 

Impermissible for Marxist theoretician 
to pass by the congresses of the First 
International. But a thousand times 
more urgent is the study of the living 
differences concerning the Amsterdam 
anti-war congress of 1032. What is the 
value, in effect, of the eincerest and 
warmest sympathy for the Soviet Union 
if it is accompanied by indifference to 
the methods of its defense? 

Is there now a theme more important 
for a revolutionary, more gripping, more 
burning, than the struggle and the fate 
of the German proletariat? Is it possi- 
ble, on the other hand, to fix one's rela- 
tions to the problems of the German rev- 
olution while passing by the differences 
in the camp of German and international 
Communism? A revolutionary who > bu g COMMUNISTS 

no opinion on the policies of btalln- 
Thaelmann is not a Marxist A Marxist 
who has an opinion but remains silent 
is not a revolutionary. 

It is not enough to preach the utility of 
technology ; it is necessary to build 
bridges. What would be thought of a 



persist in their Backwardness in the dom- 
ain of Socialist theory, it does not mean 
that they will remain backward always. 
It is possible to venture without much 
risk a contrary phophecy : the longer 
the Yankees are satisfied with the ideol- 
ogical old clothes of the past, the more 
powerful will be the impetus of their 
revolutionary thought when its hour 
will strike. And it is near. The 
elevation of revolutionary theory to new 
heights can be looked for in the next 
few decades from two sources : the Asia- 
tic East and America. 

The proletarian movement has displaced 
in the course of the last hundred-odd 
years its national center of gravity eev- 
eral times. England, France, Germany, 
Russia— this was the historical sequence 
of the home of Socalism and Marxism. 
The present revolutionary hegemony of 
Russia can least of all claim a durable 
character. The fact itself of the exist- 
ence of a Soviet Union, especially before 
the proletarian victory in one of the ad- 
vanced States, has naturaly an Immeas- 
urable mportance for the workers' move- 
ment of all countries. But the immediate 
influence of the Moscow ruling faction 
upon the Communist International has al- 
ready become a brake on the development 
of the world proletariat. The fertilizing 
ideology of Bolshevism has been ra-i 
placed by the stifling pressure of the 
apparatus. It is not necessary to prove 
the disastrous consequences of this re- 
gime: it suffices to point to the leader- 
ship of the American Communist Party. 
The liberation from the witless bureau- 
cratic command has become a question 
of life and death for the revolution and 
for Marxism. 

You are totally right; the vanguard of 



The A. F. L- and Union Unity 

The Stalinist Policies Fail to Meet the Test of the Situation 



(Continued from page 1) 
bora t ion unions instead of company un- 
ions. That marks an advance. More- 
over, they will consider the advisability 
of the six-hour day slogan and even 
state that it is necessary to pay atten- 
tion to the question of trade union un- 
ity. 

Will There Be a Change of Policy 

In general the whole question of trade 
union policy, and in particular, the 
question of independent unions by split- 
ting off minorities versus the issue of 
trade union unity is due for some seri- 
ous attention by the Comintern and the 
various parties. That is not only in- 
dicated In the compelling force of devel- 
opments of the class struggle but also 
in the shifting winds within the Comin- 
tern. 

In Germany, for example, the official 
party has attained a muss basis. But 
it has, of course, pursued the Comin- 
tern policy of splitting the trade unions 
The independent, "revolutionary" un- 
ions failed to attract the masses. Con- 
sequently the German delegation went 
to the fifth RILU congress with the 
slogan to "conquer Lozovsky but not to 
annihilate him". They counted on the 
support of Piatuitzky. But that was 
before Stalin intervened. After that the 
idea of splitting and creating indepen- 
dent unions all along the line won out 
completely. One of the German dele- 
gates reproached Piatnitzky : "But com- 
rade Piatnitzky you spoke yesterday in 



the American proletariat must come to an entirely different vein." Whereupon 



base itself on the revolutionary traditions 
of its own country too. In a certain 
sense we can admit the slogan, "Ameri- 
canize Marxism!" It does not mean, 
certainly, to submit ite foundations and 
methods to revision. The attempt of Max 
Eastman to throw overboard the mater- 
ialistic dialectic In the interests of the 
"engneerlng art of revolution" repre- 
sents an obviously hopeless and in its 
possible consequences retrograde adven- 
ture. The system of Marxism has com- 
pletely passed the test of history. Es- 
pecially now, in the epoch of capitalist 
decline — of wars and revolutions, storm* 
and shocks— the materialistic dialectic 
fully reveals its indestructible force. To 
Americanize Marxism signifies to root it 
in American soil, to verify it against the 
events of American history, to explore 
by its methods the problems of American 
economy and politics, to assimilate the 
world revolutionary experience under the 
viewpoint of the tasks of the American 
revolution. A great work ! It Is time to 
approach it with the shirt-sleeves rolled 
up. 

NEW VISTAS BEFORE 



"Yes, 



Yet at the same time there is a re- 
proach, since, beside pamphlets and clubs onlyar tor ] the victory ^^ ^^^ rf ^ ^ 

Where academic discussions for and "dated. Maxim Gorkj is tue most coior _ .__ ^ „„«„#„«„. 



where academic discussions lor ana ■ ou i v example In the tlle operating room, would satisfy Mm- 

against revolution are carried on, in he ^ ^ » ,1? a ™tu ueidenta ly »" with reading the biographies of great 

ranks of the American proletariat, with P -" t bom a ^' aLl - 3 '™£Z taut ««««»» of the past? What would Marx 
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all the backwardness of its movement, "-*""' r nu t0 tne tOD 
there are different political, and among percentage of people stood ilfteen years 
them, revolutionary groupings. You wyj «go _ openly on the other Side of the 
nothing about them Your pamphlets barricades. 



very important surgeons ° E the past? What would Marx 
have said about a theory which, instead 



does not mention a word about the ao- 
called Socialist party, nor the Commun- 
ists, nor the transitional formations, not 
to speak of the struggling factions with- 
in Communism. This means that you 
are talking to nobody in particular and 
calling them to nowhere in particular. 
You explain the inevitability of the rev- 
olution, but the intellectual who is con- 
vinced by you can quietly smoke his cigar- 
ette to the end and go on to the order 
of 1 the day. Insofar there is in my words 
an element of reproach. 

I would not put this ei re u instance in 
the first place if it did not seem to me 
that your political position as I conceive 
it from your articles is typical of a 
quite numerous and theoretically very 
valuable stratum of left intelligentsia in 
the United States. 

INTELLECTUALS FEAR 

CONSEQUENCES OF CLARITY 

To talk of the Hillquit-Thomas party 
as a tool of the proletarian revolution 
is evidently out of the question. With- 
out having achieved in the slightest de- 
gree the power of European reformism, 
American Social -Democracy has appro- 
priated all its vices, and barely passed 
childhood, has already fallen into what 
the Russians call "dog-senility"'. I hope 
that you will agree with this evaluation 
and perhaps explain these considerations 
on many future occasions. But in the 
pamphlet "For Revolution" you did not 
speak a word about Social -Democracy. 
Why? It seems to me because, after 
speaking of Social- Democracy, you would 
have had to give an evaluation of the 
Communist party too and this is not only 
a delicate but also an exceedingly re- 
sponsible question, which Imposes obliga- 
tions and leads to consequences. Per- 
haps I may be mistaken in thinking so 



MARXISM NO DOGMA— 
GLIDE TO ACTION 

It Is necessary to remember that 
Marxism both interprets the world and 
leaches how to change it. The will is the 
moving element in the domain of knowl- 
edge, too. If Marxism loses its will to 
transform political reality, it loses the 
ability to understand it. The Marxist 
who, for one secondary consideration or 
another, does not carry his conclusion to 
the end, betrays .Marxism. To overlook 
the different Communist factions, so as 
not engage and compromise oneself, slg- 
niiies to ignore the activity which 
through ail its contradictions, forms the 
vanguard of the class; it signifies to 
cover oneself with the abstraction of the 
revolution, as with a shield, from the 
blows and bruises of the res' revolution- 
ary process. 

When the Left bourgeois Journalist* 
summarily defend the Soviet Republic as 
it is, they acomplish a progressive and 
praiseworthy work. For a Marxist rev- 
olutionary, it is absolutely insufficient. 
The task of the October revolution, do 
not forget, has not yet been accomplish- 
ed. Only a parrot can find satisfaction 
in the repetition of the words, "the vic- 
tory Is assured". No, it is not assured ! 
The victory is a problem of strategy. 
There is no book which indicates in ad- 
vance the correct orbit for the first work- 
ers' State. The head does not and can- 
not exist which can contain the com- 
plete formula for Socialist society. The 
roads of economy and politics must still 
be determined through experience and 
created collectively, that is, in permanent 
conflicts of ideas. A Marxist who limits 
himself to a summary sympathy, without 
taking part in the struggle on questons 
of collectivization, industrialization, the 



of deepening revolutionary practice, 
would serve to separate one from it? 
Most probably he would repeat his sar- 
castic sentence, "No, I am not a Marx- 
ist". 

All the evidence is that the present 
crisis will be a great milestone in the 
political road of the United States. The 
self -sufficient American provincialism ie 
in any case nearing its end. Those com- 
monplaces which invariably nourished 
American political thought in all its rnm- 
itications are completely worn out. All 
classes need a new orientation. A radi- 
cal renewal, not only of the circulating 
but also of the fixed capital of political 
ideology, is imminent. If the Americans 



On the occasion of strikes in the Uni- 
ted States, where the decomposing cen- 
ter of the First International was trans- 
ferred, Marx wrote, on July 25, 18T7 to 
Kngels: "The porridge is beginning to 
boil, and the transfer of the center of 
the International to the United States 
will yet be justified finally". Several 
days later, Bngels answered him : "Only 
twelve years after the abolition of bond 
s!avery, and the movement has already 
achieved such acuteness !" They both, 
Marx and Engels, were wrong. But as 
in the other cases, they were wrong as 
to tempo, but not as to direction. The 
great porridge from the other side of 
the ocean begins to boll; the turn in the 
development of American capitalism will 
inevitably provoke a blossoming of crit- 
ical and generalizing thought, and per- 
haps in not so long a time as from the 
transfer of the theoretical center of the 
International to New York. 

Before the American Marxist open 
virtually grandiose, breath-taking per- 
spectives ! 

"With sincere greetings, 
Prinkipo, Nov. 4, 1932 I,. TROTSKY. 
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■with respect to you personally but many | regime of the Party, etc., stands no 
American Marxists obviously and higher than the progressive bourgeois of 
ostentatiously avoid fixing their posi- ' the type of Duranty, Louis Fischer, etc., 
tion with respect to the Party. Theyj but on the contrary, lower because he 
consider themselves friends of the Soviet misuses the name of revolutionary. 



Union, sympathize with Communism, 
write articles about Hegel and the in- 
evitability of the revolution and that is 
all. Still that is not enough, since the 
instrument of the revoution is the party, 
is it not? 

I would not like to be misunderstood. 
Under the tendency to avoid the prac- 
tical consequences of a clear position, I 
am far from understanding the concern 
for personal well-being. Admittedly, 
there are many quael-Marxists whom the 
Communist party repels by its aim of 
bringing the revolution out of the dls- 



To avoid direct answers, to play blind 
mail's buff with great problems, to re- 
main diplomatically silent and wait, or 
still worse, to quiet oneself with the 
thought that the present struggle within 
Bolshevism is a question of personal am- 

* I permit myself to refer you to a 
New York weekly paper, The Militant, 
and a series of books and leaflets issued 
by the Pioneer Publishers. The paper 
as well as the publishing house belongs 
to the Communist League of America 
(12GE, 16th Street, New York City). 



HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION 

Volumes two and three of the History 
of the Russian Revolution by comrade 
Trotsky will be out in January. The 
price of a boxed set of all three ia 
$10.00. They may be bought singly or 
in sets or two at a time. 

We know that a great many of our 
comrades and readers are anxious to 
read and study these books but are un- 
able to pay for them at one blow. For 
them we offer the following arrange- 
ment: they may begin now to pay for 
them on an Installment plan; when they 
have paid up we will ship them copies 
of the volumes they want. We would 
like to ship the books on credit out 
we are unable to do so. Our very bad 
financial situation makes it impossible 
to invest any money in this. We will 
keep accurate records and issue receipts 
as we go along. There will be no er- 
rors from this end. 
THE UNEMPLOYMENT PAMPHLET 

The raging financial crisis has made 
it necessary to postpone for a while the 
publication of the two popular Marxist 
pamphlets we announced a short time 
ago. From the enthusiasm which greet- 
ed our announcement we know that 
n(any will be keenly disappointeU by 
this delay. But It could not be helped. 

We are getting around to the first one. 
Unemployment and the American Work- 
ing Class by comrade Swabeck. If we 
are able to keep anywhere near Jour 
schedule it should be out toward the 
end of January. It will be about twenty- 
four pages, printed on newsprint, and 
will sell for five cents. We will sell 
them from New York In lota ol not teas 



than five. Postage will be extra. In 
lots of tea and more we will give a 
reduction of two cents on a pamphlet. 
A lot of ten will sell for thirty cents 
plus postage if ordered from us at one 
time. Comrades who order a lot of 
five or more can sell them one at a 
time, of course. The idea behind the lot 
requirement is to cut down the exces- 
sive cost of postage which is terrific. 

THE PUBLISHING FUND 

Comrades may order now. It will help 
considerably. The funds raised for this 
purpose will be used exclusively for 
getting out the pamphlet. It is too 
early to speak of a publishing fund. But 
that is the direction in which we are 
headed. Thle can very well be the be- 
ginning of it. The idea is to raise a 
fund to be used only for the publica- 
tion of literature. 

OUR SCHEDULE 

This fund will be devoted in the next 
period to getting out the following 
works: after the unemployment pam- 
phlet will come What the Left Opposi- 
tion Stands For by comrade Shachtman ; 
Soviet Economy by comrade Trotsky! 
The Only Road by comrade Trotsky ; and 
a reprint of the Draft Program and the 
Strategy as one work, which they really 
are. 

We are unable to assign dates now 
for these. The financial criels plays 
ducks and drakes with our plans. But 
the publishing fund is the bey to the 
problem. We will return to this theme 
again. 



USE THE CLUB PLAN. 
FOR THE MINERS. 



GET SUBS 



the latter answered laconically : 
that was yesterday." 

But within the Comintern the turn 
toward the Right has since become more 
unmistakable. Many of the lesser bu- 
reaucrats, who want an end to the pol- 
icy of trade union splits, are therefore 
again turning upon Ixizovsky, not mere- 
ly to conquer him, but also to annihil- 
ate him. The formula, by which he won 
them over in the past; that just as the 
revolutionary unions are schools for 
Communism so are the .reformist unions 
schools for capitalism; that formula is 
now used as the noose with which to 
hang him and his policy. But such 
methods of change, of course, can not 
serve at all to educate the revolution- 
ary cadres. 

Should these shifting winds not fully 
succeed in affecting a change at this 
moment we may expect that the actual 
forces of class relations will soon exert 
a sufficiently strong pressure in that 
direction. We will not contend that 
the question of these independent, '■rev- 
olutionary" unions and the liquidation 
of that kind of splitting policy is posed 
as acutely here as, for example, in Ger- 
many. Not at all. Nor do we attempt 
to draw a direct analogy. But we do 
contend that the increased speed of the 
class relations in motion compels much 
more serious consideration of this ques- 
tion than heretofore. 

Tlie Unorganised and the A. F. ot L. 

Such consideration involves primarily 
the question of attitude toward the two 
main problems: the organisation of the 
unorganized and activity within the A 
F of L. Essentially the policy of organi- 
sation of the unorganized adopted by the 
party in 1928, in the shaping of which 
we, who are today in the Left Opposi- 
tion, had a considerable part, still re- 
mains correct. The potentialities in this 
field have not grown less today but have 
rather increased That will be even more 
the case in the future period o£ rising 
struggles and therefore becomes decisive 
for our orientation. But this question 
cannot entirely await a future settle- 
ment; it demands a correct preparation 
today. 

Today the only trade union base re- 
sembling a mass character is the A F 
of L and the kindred unions ot the rail- 
road brotherhoods. It would he foolish 
to contend that things will always re- 
main so. As a matter of fact, as the 
AFolL has constantly become narrow- 
ed down toward embracing skilled trades 
exclusively, it is well to pay attention 
to the possibilities of organization with- 
in the basic and unorganized industries 
arising entreiy as a new movement. That 
should also mean possibilities for a new 
militant base. But even that gives no 
reason whatever to assume that the A 
F of L will pass out of existence. Nor 
should the revolutionary policy be pre- 
dicated upon that. On the contrary, 
even the most favorably variant of fu- 
ture possibilities would still not elimin- 
ate the question of trade union unity. 
It the revclutionsts are able to build 
up some strength within the unions they 
will also be able to participate in deter- 
mining conditions for unity. 

These, in general, were our views 
when we participated in shaping the 
correct party policy. But, subsequently, 
following our expulsion-, the polfcy be- 
came completely emasculated. Instead 
Ot organization of the unorganized we 
had the withdrawal of the militant min- 
ority sections from the A. F. of L. un- 
ions. The TUEL was taken off its 
path as the center of the Left wing 
within the mass unions. It was trans- 
formed into a revolutionary center to 
organize "revolutionary" unions from 
the top down which all remained num- 
erically small, sectarian and kept in 
leading strings. This could serve only 
the A F of L bureaucracy leaving it 
in undisputed control. Generally speak- 
ing the reactionaries gained at the ex- 
pense of the revolutionists. In the 
South, whatever unionism is left Is in : 
the hands of the A F of L. In the needle, 
trades the A F of L has gained. In the 
mine fields new Independent unions have 
replaced the TUUL. And to complete 
the picture practieally the same condi- 
tions obtain throughout the union field. 

The Question of Trad* Union Unity 

This is the picture of devastation 



wrought by a false trade union policy. 
And ir is from this that the Left Op- 
position proceeds with the slogan of 
trade union unity fully cognizant of the 
fa.-t that the forces of class relations 
are in constant motion. Hence the pro- 
cess of unity cannot remain the same 
at every stage or in every sphere. While 
revolutionists have the general road to 
their goal definitely marked out, the 
method of making the curves encounter- 
ed depends entirely upon the nature of 
the curves and territory traversed. We 
are not bound in advance, nor can we 
lay down in advance, any specific form 
or formula which will fit the various 
situation which aviso- Our slogans, our 
tactics and our methods while fitting 
into a general strategy must also be 
so molded and applied that they har- 
monize with each specific stage of de- 
velopment. 

Two years ago the Left Opposition ad- 
vanced the unity slogan for the needle 
trades unions in the form of proposing 
a united front leading to a merger be- 
tween the party directed industrial un- 
ion and the ILGW1J. Today we propose, 
as a step toward unity, that the indus- 
trial union should declare its readiness 
to re-enter in a body into the ILGWU 
on the condition of trade union dem- 
ocratic rights being guaranteed. In this 
there is no change of general policy; 
only the formula for realization of un- 
ity lias changed and, of necessity, so 
as to correspond to the relation of 
forces which have become more favor- 
able to tlie Right wing. The proposal 
of two yen rs ago did not attempt to 
define in a direct sense the relations 
to tlie A F of L while the present dir- 
ectly implies inclusion within it. Such 
questions, of course, must also be deter- 
mined primarily upon the basis of the 
relation of forces in each specific in- 
stance. 

In the minefields today, on the other 
hand, we have a situation of a differ- 
ent character. In the soft coal fields 
the I'JIW of A broke down, the rebel 
forces within became the majority and 
found no alternative but the formation of 
a new, independent union. Nevertheless 
the unity issue is posed there and has 
been advanced correctly by the Left Op- 
position. But it is an issue of unity not 
with the I'MW of A but of the various 
new miners unions against it, and In 
this sense also against the A F of L 
In this field, as elsewhere, the formula 
for the realization of unity must cor- 
respond to the existing conditions, be- 
cause it is primarily determined by the 
relation of forces. But while the for- 
mula is quite different from that of the 
needle trades it is still essentially the 
same general policy. 

To the party leadership these ques- 
tions are still anathema. Can they re- 
main so very long? Obviously not. It 
will also be compelled to ta lie cogniz- 
ance of the development of the relation 
of forces within the trade union field. In 
the future, the question of trade union 
policy will have more far-reaehing Im- 
plications. 

If the revolutionary party is to have 
any influence upon the future course of 
the trade union movement it must, first 
of nil, return to the policy of active 
work within this movement. It should 
now he in a position to draw a balance 
from its period of creation of new, 
"revolutionary unions'*. The result will, 
of course, appear quite negative- but 
it can and should become a starting 
point for a new orientation, an orienta- 
tion toward trade union unity. Within 
that general orientation should be co- 
ordinated the ecorts of a correct policy 
of organization of the unorganized to- 
gether with active work in building a 
Left wircn within the existing mass 
unions. 

— AKNB SWABECK. 



PARTY MILITANT SPEAKS FROM 

PLATFORM OF OPPOSITION 

IN NEWARK, N. J. 

A very interesting lecture was arrang- 
ed by our Newark branch on Sunday, 
December 4, at the Hungarian Workers' 
Home. The lecture was delivered by 
comrade Basky on the subject of the 
world crisis and the immediate tasks of 
the Communist parties. An unusually 
large crowd turned out, among them, 
many party members and sympathizers. 
Before the floor was turned over to the 
speaker, a party comrade, representing 
the Unemployed Council o£ Newark re- 
quested the floor to speak on outrageous 
brutalities the Hunger Marchers received 
at the hands of the authorities. He call- 
ed upon the meeting to register its pro- 
test. Comrade Basky supported his call 
and suggested the adoption of a resolu- 
tion of protest, to he sent by the meeting 
to president Hoover, demanding the right 
of the Hunger Marchers to present their 
petition to Congress. A resolution to 
this effect was drawn up, adopted by 
the meeting and sent by wire. 

The lecture of comrade Basky, pre- 
senting the position of the Left Opposi- 
tion on the world crisis and counterpos- 
Ing the Marxian-Leninist policies of the 
Left Opposition to those of the Stalinist 
leadership of the party, was followed by 
the audience with the greatest attention. 

After the lecture comrade Nagy, chair- 
man, called upon comrade Leitner, a 
well known functionary of the party, to 
present the position of the party on the 
same subject, offering him the floor for 
whatever time he deemed necessary for 
an adequate discussion of the question. 
Comrade Leitner spoke for forty min- 
utes, quite objectively. He made a very 
sincere, but unsuccessful attempt to de- 
fend the Stalinist policies of the party. 
After his speech the floor was thrown 
open for questions which were answered 
by comrade Basky. 

— L B 



FACE 4 



THE MILITANT 



The Death of the Father of Revisionism 



Over Militant Marxism 



There are few figures left in the in- r J,,„J D„„i-[ » 'T-: linm L' 
ternational social democracy today who tduard DernStCin S I HUmpn 

ever exercized so pronounced an Influence 
upon It as did Eduard Bernstein, the 
"Father of revisionism" who juet died 
in Berlin. With his name is inseparbly 
associated the current which finally won 
ihe day in the socialist movement, gain- 
ing favorable recognition even from 
many of tli-ue wno originally fought it. 
One of those who never reconciled her- 
self with it, Rosa Luxemburg, summed it 
up more than three decades ago: "The 
opportunist current in the party theor- 
etically formulated by Bernstein is noth- 
ing but an unconscious endeavor to as- 
sure the upper hand to the petty bour- 
geois elements who have come over to 
the party, to remodel the practise and 
the aims of the party in their spirit. The 
question of social reform and revolution, 
of final goal and movement is on the 
other hand the question of the petty 
bourgeois or the proletarian character 
of the labor movement." 

Bernstein came to prominence in the 
German social democracy during Ita 
heroic days. At the head of the party 
stood the popular tribunes, Bebel and 
Llebknecht. The movement had been 
strengthened by the unity of the two 
factions — Lassalieans and "orthodox" 
Eiaenachers — even if at a sacrifice of 
clarity which provoked the classical 



some time now, especially at tie pre- 
sent moment when the coercive laws are 
being prepared in Berlin. But I advoc- 
ate this tactic only for the Germany of 
today, and even then with substantial 
reservations. For France, Belgium, Italy 
and Austria this tactic, taken as a whole, 
cannot be followed and for Germany it 
may become inapplicable tomorrow." 

Engels did not revise his revolution- 
ary conceptions. But It is likely that 
at the last moment he did revise his 
judgement of Bernstein. As for the lat- 
ter the Berlin falsifications were a sort 
of springboard for the whole revisionist 
movement which he launched more form- 
ally a year and a half later. By that 
time he was freed from the vigilance of 
a living Engels, whose injunction "not 
to lose sight of the old rule" left no 
trace upon him. 

The Father of Revisionism 

In October 1896, he commenced a ser- 
ies of articles on the problems of social- 
ism in the theoretical organ of the Ger- 
man party, Die- Neue Zeit. Towards the 
end of his then still cautiously worded 



observations, he wrote the sentences 

polemic of Marx against the Gotha pro-' which were to become bywords of the 
gram. Not even the exceptional laws <-'-> * '" oA " ,r ""°" ,v 



of the Bismarck regime were able to 

prevent the party from forging ahead. 

Friendship with Engels 

It was during this period that Bern- 
stein was entrusted with the editorship 
of the central party organ, Der SozUI- 
demokrat, which was published in Swit- 
zerland (later in Loudon) for illegal 
distribution in Germany. The confused 
views he expressed in its columns at the 
outset did not bring him much praise 
from Marx and Engels who, from Eng- 
land, followed the continental movement 
with unflagging attention. But the young 
editor anally managed to establish closer 
relations with the founders of the move- 
ment, particularly with Engels, after 
meeting with them in London. ^ 

From that time on, Engels was able 
to maintain much more intimate contact 
with the sozialdemokrat. Under his 
tutelage, Bernstein guided tne paper in 
a manner so true to the ideas of the 
two London exiles as to cement a firm 
and almost unbroken friendship with 
Engels. The latter energetically sup- 
ported Bernstein's views in Zurich. 
against the dubious conduct, criticized 
in the Soiialdemokrat, of the social dem- 
ocratic Reichstag fraction — even when 
a split threatened the party. In 1885, 
engrossed in the work of completing the 
unfinished manuscript of Slarx, he wrote 



revisionist movement: "I admit openly 
that I attach extraordinarily little sense 
and interest to what is commonly under- 
stood by the 'goal of socialism'. This 
goal, whatever it may be, is nothing to 
rne, the movement is everything, and 
by the movement 1 understand the gen- 
eral movement of society, that is, social j 
progress, as well as the political and 
economic agitation and organization for 
the bringing about of this progress." Al- 
though he explained later In his auto- 
biagraphy— when a storm of discussion 
broke over his head—that by these words 
he meant only that he had no interest 
in Utopias, he soon left no doubt in any- 
body's" mind that under the heading of 
Utopia he meant the social revolution. 

Bernstein was more than a child of 
hie epoch : he was the clearest and bold- 
est spokesman for it. He set down the 
fundamental guiding lines of social re- 
formism in a far more rounded-out man- 
ner than even his spirtual and practical 
predecessor, the former radical and post- 
Bismarckian apostate, George von Voll- 
mar who first scandalized the party with 
his patriotic speeches. The situation 
was as if specially created for the ap- 
pearance of Bernsteinism on the scene. 
The Exceptional Laws of Bismarck had 
not only been badly defeated, but the 
second attempt to make the social dem- 
ocracy illegal was unsuccessful. The 
party had grown considerably even dur- 



Germany was well launched on her 
imperialist career and a new stratum of 
better-situated workers began to break 
through the social structure. Bismarck's 
.successor, Caprivi, was introducing a 
number of social reforms, including the 
reduction of the high customs walls. The 
conditons of labor, at least of its upper 
layi^r, were undergoing a distinct im- 
provement. The trade unions progres- 
sed and attracted the interest of the 
proletarian mass towards the practical 
daily questions of bread and butter, hours 
and wages. Even during its illegality, 
and more so afterwards, the party gain- 
ed the adherence of countless numbers 
of petty bourgeois from the middle class 
and the intelligentsia, who saw in the 
social democracy the only popular dem- 
ocratic movement. In such an idyllic 
atmosphere the problem of the proletar- 
ian seizure of power seemed remote in- 
deed, and Bernstein's pioneering for re- 
formism did not encounter insuperable 
obstacles. 

The Essenee of Bernsteinism 

In 1899 he presented his views in a 
systematic and more outspoken form in 
a book called "Die Voraussetzungen des 
Soziallsmus und die Aufgaben der Soz- 
iaklemokratie" (The Prerequisites of So- 
cialism and the Tasks of the Social Dem- 
ocracy, published in English as "Evolu- 
tionary Socialism"). It left no front of 
the Marxian syeteni unassailcd. The 
theory of historical materialism, the 
dialectic method, the conception of the 



class struggle, the theory of value, the 
Marxian crisis theory, the seizure of 
—power all of them encountered his op- 
position. He disputed Marx's contention 
that the capital is concentrated and cen- 
tmlized into even fewer handB, with the 
concentration of poverty at the other 
pole of society. The middle class was 
not disappearing, for there was a growth 
of those whose income was derived from 
the possession of small properties or 
from sharing in the benefits of corporate 
ownership and management. He was 
one of the first avowed opponents of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat: what 
sense did it have when the party re- 
presentatives were increasingly active in 
oil the popular legislative bodies in such 
ii practical manner as stripped the term 
of any meaning? 

The party's tactics must not be found- 
ed upon the idea of social convulsions 
or catastrophes; the utopia of a coming 
revolution must be given up. The evolu- 
tion of society was moderating all the 
social antagonisms and el ass conflicts. 
The management and ownership of in- 
dustry was being democratized, and so 
also — with the granting of suffrage, the 
legalization of the party and its growth 
in the Reichstag — wae the political man- 
agement of society. With an audacity 
which (toes not seem astounding today, 
but was then, he concluded by asserting 
that the social democracy can progress 
only by having the courage "to emanci- 
pate il self from a phraseology which 
is net wall y outlived, and be willing to 
appear as what it. is today in reality: 
a democratic-socialist reform party". 
(Concluded in Next Issue) 

— MAX SHACHTMAN. 



SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1932 

A Footnote to Browder's Record in the 
Chinese Revolution 



Campaign On For Militant Subs 



to Bernstein as if in anticipation of the [ ng j tg underground days. It marched 



fact that the rising writer was to be 
come his literary executor : For the 
moment we have a lot against us. Bebel 
U sick and, as appears, discouraged. I 
too cannot help as I should like to until 
I am finished with Marx's manuscript. 
Bo the burden of the struggle falls upon 
you and Kauteky. But do not lose sight 
of the old rule: because of tie present 
of the movement and the struggle, not 
to forget the future of the movement. 
And that belongs to us."- 

Bernstein proved to be unworthy of 
the trust placed in him. He seems to 
have been organically indisposed to main- 
tain a revolutionary standpoint, and the 
period of Engels' decisive influence 
turned out to be a fleeting episode in 
his life. His long exile in England dur- 
ing the Bismarckian epoch had. brought 
him into intimate association with the 
British labor movement, such as it was. 
It was then in the process of emerging 
from the "romanticism" of the militant 
Chartist days. The might of British im- 
perialism weighed mountain-heavy upon 
the working class and most particularly 
upon its leadership. The successful Lib- 
eral-Labor politicians, the ces pec table 
members of the Fabian Society, the 
"practical", conservative trade union 
leaders — all of these created the environ- 
ment which reawakened all the reformist 
inclinations dominant In Bernstein when 
he first joined the social democracy. Up- 
on his return to Germany, he had already 
shaken off the revolutionary teachings 
of Marxism. In the interests of his re- 
stored convictions, he utilized the first 
opportunity to pay back Engels in forged 
coin for the confidence placed in him. 
Bernstein's "Fine Tmcb" 



ahead from election to election, swell- 
ing its legislative representation. 



Our campaign for the increase of the; 
Militant circulation is far from being in 
full swing. The forty subs received be- 
tween the 10th and 24th of December do 
not come up to our expectation. Cities 
like St. Louis, Los Angeles, Kansas City, 
Cleveland are not represented in the 
record for these two weeks. A total of 
ten from New York or five from Chic- 
ago, or two from Minneapolis is surely 
not the best that can be done in these 
cities with strong branches and num- 
erous connections with militant work- 
ers. If we really want the principles 
and policies of the Left Opposition to 
penetrate the party, its auxiliary organi-i 
zations and the trade unions, we must 
spread the Militant. The spreading of 
the Militant is a prerequisite for such 
a penetration. This question should be 
taken up at once by every branch for 
discussion and the work should be or- 
ganized without any delay. Also it 
should be borne in mind that without 
a substantial increase of the circulation 
the financial situation of our paper will 
'. remain precarious in spite of continuous 
con tri but ions from the brandies. Com- 
rades, get busy. 



The record for December 10-24: (Two 



or more! 




CITIES 




New York 


10 


Chicago 


5 


Lynn 


4 


South Bend 


4 


Philadelphia 


3 


Minneapolis 


2 


Montreal 


2 


MILITANT BUILDERS 




('. Ingram 


4 


A Friend 


4 


.1. Hitz 


4 


H. Capelis 


4 


M. Sterling 


2 


I.. Basky 


2 


Drueker 


2 


H. Milton 


2 


3. Ross 


2 


J. Joel 


2 



A HALF-YEAR SUB TO THE MILL 
TANT IS SI; WITH THREE OTHERS 
ON V CLUB PLAN BLANK IT IS ONLY 

$.50. 



In the Daily Worker of October 21, the 
anointed (i. e., appointed) leader of the 
American party, Earl Browder, directed 
a venomous attack upon our arrested 
comrade Chen Du-Hsiu, in the course Of 
which he presented a defense of his own 
record in the 1925-27 Chinese revolution. 
Our reply to BrowdeV was printed in 
the Militant of October 29, 1032. With 
numerous quotations from the official 
party press, we proved that not only had 
Browder and all the other Stalinists 
"failed to carry on a resolute struggle 
against Chiang Kai-Shek" (which Brow- 
der insists he did carry on), but quite 
the contrary. We showed that Chiang 
was covered up by the Stalin-Bucharin 
regime up to the day he covered up the 
streets of Shanghai (for the second 
time!) with proletarian blood. Further, 
that the Stalin regime (Browder, of 
course, included) shifted its reliance to 
Wang Chin Wei and the Hankow gov- 
ernment, which promptly proceeded to 
play the same treacherous role as Chiang 
had played before them. 

As his defense, Browder referred to 
"records" which he knew wore not easy 
to obtain. '"These show", he declared, 
"that in April, in the period when Chen 
Du-Hsiu was actively and bitterly fight- 
ing for the disarmament of the workers 
and peasants, I wrote a statement for 
the All-China Federation of Labor ener- 
getically calling for the further arma- 
ment of the workers and peasants and 
the development of seizure of the land. 
This statement was printed in English in 
the magazine Chinese Correspondence' 
published at that time in Hankow." 

Our answer in the Militant on this 
score read as follows: '-What Browder 
wrote in his statement at that time, we 
do not know. It would be interesting to 
read it, of that we have no doubt. Hut 
it is not needed for an estimation of 
Browder's position in China during that 
period, for we have at our disposal fair- 
ly adequate material . , . . " 

Browder's "Records" 

Since that was written, our good Eng- 
lish comrade H. S., who was in China 
during the events of which we write, 
sent us a copy of the "Chinese Correspon- 
dence", issued in Wuhan (Hankow), seat 
of the Wang Chin Wei government, un- 
der date of May 1, 1027. On page 14 and 
15, we find eloquent evidence of Brow- 
der's "resolute struggle". 11 is in the 
form of a "Declaration of the Delega- 
tion of the Communist Internationa!", 
composed of Browder, Tom Mann of 
England and Jacques Doriot of France. 
The declaration was written in Hankow 
under date of April 22, 1927, that is, 
after Chiang Kai-Shek's coup d'Elat in 
Shanghai and only ;i short time before 
the unconcealed treachery of Wang Chin 
Wei and Co. at Hankow itself. 

As for "energetically calling for the 
further armament of the workers and 



LEON TROTSKY 



SovietEconomyinDanger 

The Situation on the Eve of the Second Five Year Plan 

The- Suppression of Hie Nep, Monetary i roubles a month, if he is compelled to 



Inflation, and the Liquidation of 
Soviet Democracy 



purchase in the open market the neces- 
sities of life he lacks at ten times their 



The need for introducing the NEP, tfcej price? 
restoration of market relationships, was; The restoration of open markets came 
determined in its time first of all by the as an admission of the inopportune liq- 



existenee of 25 million independent pea- 
sant proprietors. This does not mean, 
however, that collectivization even in 
its first stage leads to the liquidation of 
the market. Collectivization becomes a 
living factor only to the extent to which 
it leaves in force the personal interest 
□f the members of kolkhozes, by mold- 
ing their mutual relations, as well as 
the relations between the kolkhozes and 
the outside world, on the foundation of 
commercial calculation. This means 
that the correct, and economically sound, 
collectivization, at the given stage should 
lead not to the elimination of the NEP, 
but to a gradual reorganization of its 
methods. 

The bureaucracy, however, went the 
whole way; at first, it might have ap- 
peared to it that it was taking the road 
of least resistance. The genuine and in- 
dubitable sucesses of the centralized ef- 
forts of the proletariat were identified 



Engels had just then (1895) written & 1£ wltfl <** successes of its a priori 
* foreword to a German edition of Marx*! planning. Or to put it differently: It 
"Class Struggles in France"'. It was a< i<le » tifie <l the socialist revolution with 
bold reaffirmation of the proletarian right! itsolE * B * administrative collectivization 
t« wwnintw At the same time it point- u masked fche ""Wived problem of estab- 



to revolution. 
ed out that under the prevailing condi- 
tions the old tactics of barricade by mili- 
tant minorities were unfavorable for 
the working claes. What was required 
at the moment was the consolidation of 
toe proletariat under the socialist ban- 
ner, utilizing the legality which the bour- 
geoisie was compelled to grant. Bern- 
stein, together with Wilhelra Liebknecht 
and the other party elders— terrified at 
the prospect of new exceptional laws 
with Which the bourgeoisie threatened the 
party — chopped up this foreword in such 
a manner as to arouse Engels to a fury. 
His protesting letters were of no avail 
(he died practically a few days later) 
and the forged introduction was trans- 
mitted to the new socialist generation as 
proof that Engels had revised his whole 
revolutionary outlook at the last moment. 
o thie day the reformists have played 
the falsified words of Engels as their 
tmmp card, but fortunately Engels lived 
Just long enough to make clear his views. 
"X... .(Bernstein) has Just played me 
a fine trick", he wrote to Lafargue on 
April 3, 1895. '•He has taken from my 
introduction to Marx's articles on the 
France of 1848-1850 all that could be of 
use to Mm to support the tactic of peace- 
/ubiess »n<J antl-vtolenee at all costs 
Which he baa been pleased to season, for 



lishing the link with the village. Buck- 
ing up against disproportions through 
the NEP, it liquidated the NEP. In 
place of market methods it enlarged, the 
methods of compulsion. 

The stable currency unit, in the form 
of the cbervonetz, constituted the most 
important weapon of the NEP. While in 
its state of dizziness, the bureaucracy 
decided that It was already standing 
firmly with both feet on the soil of econ- 
omic harmony ; and that the successes of 
today automatically guaranteed the 
progression of subsequent successes ; and 
that the chervonetz was not a bridle that 
checked the sweep of the plan but on 
the contrary provided an independent 
source of capital funds. Instead of re- 
gulating the material elements of the 
economic process the bureaucracy began 
to patch up the holes by means of print- 
ing presses. In other words, it took to 
the road of "optimistic" inflation. 

After the administrative suppression of 
the NEP, the celebrated "six conditions 
of Stalfn" — economic accounting, piece- 
work wages, etc. — became transformed 
into an empty collection of words. Econ- 
omic accounting is unthinkable without 
market relations. The chervonetz is the 
yardstick of the link. Of what possible 
us* for tits worker «*a b* a tow extra 



nidation of the NEP, but an admission 
that is empiric, partial, thoughtless and 
contradictory. To label the open mar- 
kets as a form of "Soviet" (socialist?) 
trade, in contrast to private trade and 
speculation is to practise self -imposture. 
Open market trading even on the part 
of the kolkhoz, taken as a whole, turns 
out to be speculation on the required 
necessities for the nearest city and by 
its consequences leads to social differen- 
tiation, i. e., to the enrichment of the 
minority of the more fortunately situated 
kolkhozes. But the chief place in the 
open market is occupied not by the kol- 
khozes but by individual members of the 
kolkhozes, along with the independent 
proprietors. The trading of the members 
of the kolkhozes, who sell their surplus 
at speculative prices lends to the differ- 
entiation within the koikho&es. Thus 
the open market develops centrifugal 
forces within the "socialist" village. 

By eliminating the market and by in- 
stalling instead Asiatic bazaars the bur- 
eaucracy has created, to consummate all 
else, the conditions for the most bar- 
baric gyrations of prices, and consequ- 
ently has placed a mine both under the 
plan and under commercial calculation. 
As a result, the economic chaos has been 
redoubled. 

Parallel to this, there has gone on 
the ossification of the trade unions, the 
Soviets, and the party, which dates back 



difficulties the bureaucracy turned out to 
be armed only with the twisted and rump- 
led wire- carcass of the plan and with 
its own administrative will, also con- 
siderably rumpled. 
THE CRISIS OF SOVIET ECONOMY 

Had the general economic level, set 
by the first Five Year Plan, been real- 
ized only HO percent, this in itself could 
have given no cause as yet for alarm. 
The danger lies not in the slowing down 
of growlh, but in the growing uncon- 
formity between the various branches of 
economy. Even if all the integral ele- 
ments, of the plan had been fully coor- 
dinated a priori, the lowering of the co- 
eiiieient of growth by 50 percent would 
have by itself engendered, great difficulties 
because of the consequences; it is one 
thing to produce one million pairs of 
shoes instead of two millions; but it is 
(juite another thing to finish building one 
half of a shoe factory. But reality is 
much more complex and contradictory 
than our hypothetical example. Dispro- 
portions are inherited from the past. 
Stipulations which are made by plan in- 
clude in themselves inevitable mistakes 
and miscalculations. The unfulfillment 
of the plan does not occur proportion- 
ately, due to the particular causes in 
each individual instance. The average 
growth of 50 percent in economy may 
mean that in sphere A the plan is fill- 
ed 90 percent, whereas in sphere B, only 
10 percent; if A depends on B, then in 
the subsequent cycle of production, the 
branch A may be reduced below 10 per- 
cent. 

Consequently the misfortune does not 
lie in the fact that the impossibility of 
ad. Venturis tic tempos has been revealed. 
The whole trouble is in that the prize 
leaps in industrialization have brought 
the divers elements of the plan into a 
dire contradiction with each other. The 
1 rouble is that economy functions with- 
out material reserves and without cal- 
culation. The trouble is tbat the eoclal 
and political instruments for the deter- 
not from yesterday. Bucking up against minntion of the effectiveness of the plan 
the friction between the city and the have been broken or mangled. The trou- 
vlllage, against the demands from the bie is that the accrued disproportions 
side of various sections of the peasantry j threaten ever bigger and bigger surprises, 
and from the side of the proletariat, : The trouble is that the uncontrolled 
the bureaucracy ever more decisively for- j bureaucracy lias tied up its prestige 
bade any demands, protests and critic- ! with the subsequent accumulation of 
ism whatsoever. The sole prerogative, I errors. The trouble is that a crisis is 
which it ultimately left to the workers, ! impending with a retinue of consequences 
was the right to exceed production ] saeh as the enforced shutting down of 
tasks. Every attempt to influence from \ enterprises, and unemployment. 
below the economic management is imme- j Tn e difference between the socialist 
diately assigned to a deviation either to !lIi d capitalist tempos of industrial de- 
the Right or to the Left, 1. e., it Is prac- ] velopmont-even if one takes for com- 
tically made a capital offense. The bu- ■ Parson, the former progressive capltal- 
reaucratic upper-crust, when all is said ism— astonishes one by its sweep. But it 
and done, has pronounced itself infallible \ would be a mistake to consider as final 
in the sphere of socialist planning (die- 1 'he soviet tempos of the last few years, 
regarding the fact that its collaborators ' 1" n e average coefficient of capitalist 
and inspirers turned out often to be in- j growth results not only from periods 
Imleal machinators and sabotagers). Thus of expansion but also of crisis. Matters 
was liquidated the basic mechanism of .are otherwise with Soviet economy. In 
socialist construction— the pliant and the course of the last 8-9 years it has 
elastic system of Soviet democracy. Face experienced the period of uninterrupted 
to fag* with Meaomfe reality and lte'srcwth. It has not m yet sweeeaed fct 



working out its average indices. 



Of course, we shall be told in refuta- 
tion that we are transferring over to 
the socialist economy the laws of capi- 
talism; that a planned economy does not 
require regulation by means o£ crises, or, 
even, by means of premeditated lower- 
ing of tempos. The arsenal of proofs 
at the disposal of the Stalinist bureau- 
cracy and its theoreticians is so restrict- 
ed that it is always possible to fore- 
cast beforehand what particular general- 
ization they will iesort to. In the given 
instance, the matter concerns pure taut- 
ology. The fact is that we have entered 
Into socialism and therefore we must al- 
ways act "socialist ically", i. e., we must 
regulate economy so as to obtain ever 
increasing planned expansion. But the 
gist of the matter is in the fact that 
we have not entered into socialism. We 
have far from attained mastery of meth- 
ods of planned regulation. We are ful- 
filling only the first rough hypothesis, ful- 
filling it poorly, and with our headlights 
not on as yet. Crises are not only pos- 
sible as far as we are concerned, but 
they are inevitable. And the impending 
crisis has already been prepared for by 
the bureaucracy. 

The laws that govern the transitional 
society are quite different from those 
that govern capitalism. But no loss do 
they differ from the fill tire laws of .so- 
cialism, i. e., of Iiamonious economy, 
growing on the basis of tried, proven and 
guaranteed dynamic equlibrium. The 
productive advantage of socialism, cen- 
tralization, concentration, the unified 
spirit of management — a,re iucn lettable. 
But under incorrect application, parti- 
cularly under bureaucratic misuse, they 
may turn into their oppasiles. And in 
part they have already become trans- 
formed, for the crisis now impends. Any 
attempt to force economy by further 
'lashing and spurring ahead in an at- 
tempt to redouble the misfortunes en- 
suing. 

It Is impossible to foretell the limits 
that tbe crisis will attain. The super- 
iorities of planned economy remain dur- 
ing crises as well, and one may say, 
they evince themselves with especial 
clarity precisely In a crisis. Capitalist 
governments are compelled to wait pas- 
sively until the crisis spends itself on 
the backs of the people, or to resort to 
financial hocus-pocus in the maimer of 
Papen. The workers' State meets the 
crisis as well with all its resources. All 
the dominant levers — the budget credit, 
industry, trade — are concentrated in a 
single hand. The crisis may be mitigated 
and afterwards overcome not by bellow- 
ing commands but by measures of eco- 
nomic regulation. After the adventur- 
istic offensive, it is necessary to perform 
a planned retreat, thought out as fully 
as possible. This is the task of the 
coming year, the 16th year of the prole- 
tarian dictatorship, n tout reculer pour 
mieux sauWr: Let us retreat in order the 
batter to advance. 

(Ttt be qokttawtl) 



peasants"— not a trace, not a bint of it 
is to he found in the declaration of this 
august delegation. 

As for "the development of seizure of 
the laud" — there simply is not a single 
word said about it in the statement of 
these ollicial representatives of tbe Com- 
munist International. 

And as fur the Communist Party of 
China — this "trifle" is passed by with- 
out so much as the vaguest reference 
to its existence ! 

But tbe "resolute struggle against 
Chiang Kai-Shek"— what about that? The 
delegation refers to his counter- revolu- 
tionary coup d'Etat of more than a year 
before (the first one, on March 20, 1926!) 
and other "previous numerous acts of 
violation", and adds the following tear- 
ful observation, which should be en- 
graved on tablets: 

"We watched all these violent actions 
of Chiang Kai-Shek and his agents with 
groat anxiety, but hoped that he would 
hesitate to turn a bare-faced traitor to 
the Nationalist movement. At this crit- 
ical period of the nationalist revolution, 
preservation of the united front is so 
imperative that all crimes of those who 
fight against imperialism can be tempor- 
arily overlooked." (Our emphasis.— S. ) 

Tbat was "resolute struggle" Number 
One: overlooking all the crimes of 
Chiang Kai-Shek who Is, as we see, not 
the only one that is bare-faced. 

The statement continues its lament 
with a reference to the preceding con- 
diet between the Central Committee of 
the Kuo Min Tang and Chiang, who "ap- 
pealed lo the Communist International 
to send its delegation in China to visit 
him". "Wi- immediately telegraphed 
him...." writes the delegation, and "in- 
formed him that should ho take our ad- 
vice we would visit him in order to dis- 
cuss tbe way and means of preserving 
Hie unity of the revolutionary forces in 
the face of imperialist, attack." 

That was "resolute struggle" Number 
Two : begging tbe man who was so 
skillfully preparing bis treachery, to re- 
main within the fold, to preserve the 
'■unity of the revolutionary forces". 

The Comintern and Hankow 

Now what about the iK'tty bourgeois 
government at. Hankow, which succeeded 
Chiang in the affections of the Comin- 
tern, and which was at that very moment 
laying the basis for its own open shift 
info the camp of counter-revolution? 
Did the Comintern Delegation carry on 
a "resolute struggle" against it? Did 
it even sound a note of warning? Did 
ir urge I he masses to establish their own 
lighting organs to forestall the consequ- 
ences of a second calamity? Here is 
what Browder was "energetically call- 
ing for" on April 22, 1927: 

"Supported by the united forces of the 
village and town democracy, that is, the 
proletariat, peasantry and the middle 
elapses, fhe Nationalist government (that 
is, the regime of "comrade Wang Chin 
Wei", as Browder so tenderly called him 
then!) will be able to resist the attach 
of imperialism and develop the National- 
ist revolution in the way which will con- 
solidate its base in the popular masses. 
Then the nationalist revolution will be 
free from the danger of betrayal by 
reactionary elments.. . ." (Bold face in 
1 lie original. — S.) 

The declaration ends with the slogans; 
"Down with Chiang Kai-Shekism !" 
(Very bold slogan, now that Chiaug 
was already massacring the masses!), 
Long live the Nationalist Government! 
Long live the Kuo Min Tang!" 

As the "nationalist revolution" was not 
"free from the danger of betrayal" — on 
[In-, contrary, Wang promptly "betrayed" 
it — we can only conclude that tbe fault 

lay not with the Hankow regime but 

with the "united forces of village and 
town democracy". It would appear that 
Wans "betrayed" because the masses 
Failed lo support him, as Browder urged 
in the course of his resolute struggle. 

The whole situation is as clear as 
i-rystal. Browder —Ini t enough of Brow- 
der; he was only an obscure agent — we 
mean tbe Slalin faction. Stalin did in- 
deed light resolutely against Chiang and 
Wang Chin "Wei. But the light began 
only after the horse, which Stalin helped 
these counter-revolutionists to mount, had 
ridden rouyh-shod over the prostrate 
bodies of the Chinese masses.— M. S. 



A 1 1 no it n ci n g Classes for 1933 

International Workers School 

(iiMMi;.\IST LE.UJUE OB" AMERICA 
(Left Opposition) 

K N K O L L NOW! 

Sunday American Labor Leaders 

instruct ot — James P. Cannon 
Starts January 22nd— Popular Lectures 

Monday Elementary Communism 

I iisl ruetor— Martin Abern 
Starts January 2nd— Lecture-Question 

Monday Marxian Economics 

Instructor — Hugo Oehler 
Starts January.- 2nd— Lecture-Question 

Wednesday American History 

Instructor— Jack Weber 
Starts January 3rd — Lecture-Question 

Wednesday Tire Program of the 
Left Opposition 

Instnicto: — Max Shachtman 
Starts January 24th— Popular Lectures 

Registration one dollar per course 

J. WEBER, Administrator 
126 East 16th Street 
New York City 
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